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Views and Opinions

Aati-Godism in Spain

" s’nce the military and clerical rebellion in Spain

7le atrocity-mongers have been at work. Civil War
a'Ways a fierce and a brutal war. It illustrates the

""logical law that animals of allied species always

f'lt with tlie greatest ferocity. And in the be-
~NUiing of the Spanish trouble the atrocity-mongers

ed their heads and laid themselves out for a spell nf
aJ°yment. We had the early stages of the European
, ar over again, when brutality created lurid liappen-
and credulity smacked its lips over the feast pro-
ued. Political and religious animosity also set to
Jjofk. Some of our yellow press simply turned up the
| es regarding German atrocities and gave them new
Caatious. The Belgian women outraged in the public
st,eets with officers looking on, became nuns
"’traged by “Reds” in the streets to the delight
" the “ Communist” spectators; and ghouls
chghted in swallowing stories of the bodies of
Ulll>s that were dug up and pinned on the
"alls of Churches. Gradually this kind of story died
"°wn, hut the ghoulish fools had a rare time while
hey lasted. They had learned nothing from the last-
"‘ai', and they will probably learn little from this one.
"W in spite of the Spanish populace fleeing before the
advance of the insurgents as from the approach of a
Tlague, they can still talk about Franco and his army
'Is the liberators of Spain.

Hut the two cards that were played regularly were
tlle “ anti-God ” cry and the cry of Communism. It
"as taken for granted that to prevent either or both of
diese causes succeeding any and every kind of action
"ere justifiable. But Communism is to the student, as

must be to the historian, a socio-economic theory,
and ought to be discussed as other theories of society
°r economics are discussed. It should he rejected be-

cause it is unsound, not because the critic dis-
lihes it. 1 fancy 1 could criticize Communism
, a-plenty ” without calling its advocates crim-
Inals, or questioning their motives, and cer-

tainly without arguing that it is something that should
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not be tolerated in civilized countries. Countries
that can tolerate deliberate preparations for raining
poison gas and thermite bombs on old men, women and
children, and who openly proclaim that “ baby-kill-
ing ” must be a prominent feature of the next war,
ought not to be thin-skinned.

* * *

A Committee of Enquiry

Quite recently a committee of Churchmen and Non-
conformists visited Spain—Madrid, Valencia, and
Barcelona—to investigate what truth there was, if
any, in the stories of there being a fierce “ anti-god ”
campaign at the root of the opposition to- accepting
the benign rule of the gentle Franco and his Fascist
supporters. The deputation consisted of the Dean of
Chichester, the Dean of Rochester, The Rev. Henry
Carter (Methodist), Mr. P. Bartlett (Society of
Friends), Rev. P. Usher (Chaplain to the Bishop of
Gloucester), and Mr. H. Brinton. There was no Com-
munist and no anti-godite in the party. They were
there on the invitation of Senor Fargo Caballero to en-
quire “ into the cessation of public worship . . . the
destruction of Churches, the killing of clergy, and the
policy of the Government in respect of liberty of con-
science and worship.”  Their report has been pub-
lished, although the yellow press generally does not
appear to have heard about it. Of greater importance
to them is the question of how soon the Duchess of
Kent’'s baby will cut its first tooth.

The Committee found a strong anti-clerical move-
ment. The existence of this is well-known, and |
leave it for Christians to explain why in all popular
risings—right through history—there has been this
strong anti-clerical feeling. But they found no or-
ganized “anti-God” propaganda. Nor did they hear
of the dissemination of caricatures “ of God, or Christ,
or of the saints.” They found copies of the Scrip-
tures offered for sale on street book-stalls, and the
committee says there is a strong anti-clerical move-
ment, but no anti-God movement in Spain. I am
rather sorry to hear that, but this will come later, per-
haps. In the Basque country, where the Catholic
clergy are with the people, there is no anti-clerical
movement, but elsewhere it exists, and elsewhere
Catholic Churches are closed, and many destroyed.
Protestant Churches are open as usual. And, in the
case of the Catholic Churches :—

Actually some of the Churches and convents had
been used to store ammunitions for the rebels and—as
we know from eye-witnesses—firing on the crowds
took place from them. The Government made a
determined endeavour to protect whatever was of
artistic value in the Churches.

No anxiety was expressed by any of the Protestant
clergy interviewed as to the future of Protestantism
under the 'Republic, and all the Government desires
is that the Roman Catholic Church shall separate it-
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self from “ improper political activity.” That is a
brief summary of the report of which so many of our
papers have not heard. There has been, | may add
for the benefit of those who like their news nice and
" bluggy,” plenty of slaughter in Spain, and there is
likely to be much more whichever side wins, with, |
think personally, an extra dose if Franco and his
army get the upper hand. And if it is only Com-
munists and anti-Godites who are killed there are
many English who would vote for the sanctification of
St. Francis de Morocco, in memory of General Franco.
* * *

Police! Police!

Having expressed my opinion about the assumption
that if Communism is the aim of the Spanish people,
then Franco ought to have done what he has done, |
must leave that question for the time, and also leave
those who if they are opposed to the opinions of the
Republicans believe either that action against them
is justified, or wink at any action that is taken against
them. | hope that is not the attitude of anyone who
calls himself a Freethinker, because the very essence
of Freethought is to fight for the free expression of
opinions with which one does not agree. A Free-
thought that believes in fighting for the free expres-
sion of opinion with which one is in agreement has
always been encouraged in the Roman Church. That
Church has never, in the whole of its existence, sup-
pressed an opinion that it thought was right.

What | am more interested in here is the pleasure
of this committee on finding there is no organized
“ anti-God ” movement in Spain, and the implied as-
sumption of most of the papers that noticed the report
that this should remove much of the prejudice that ex-
ists against the Spanish Government. | have no
doubt that this might do so, but | still protest that this
should have nothing at all to do with it. The propa-
ganda of Communism and anti-Godism is in this
country quite legal, and that propaganda should have
— althought it seldom gets—all the legal rights and
protection that is given to pro-God and anti-Commun-
istic propaganda. The policeman and the prison are
as bad arguments against anti-Godism as they have
historically shown themselves to be against other
forms of opinion. Their principal result is to produce
a residuum of intolerance that affects the discussion of
all questions, and which creates that horrible ment-
ality which expresses itself in “ Well, that is my be-
lief, and | am not going to listen to anything or to read
anything against it. | think that anything against my
opinion ought to be suppressed.” This is a tolerably
common type of mind, although generally it is too
cowardly honestly to express itself. Usually it
shelters itself under a professed concern for “ mor-
ality,” or “ decency.” It has no intellectual founda-
tion, and therefore it lacks moral straightforwardness.
It roots itself in cowardice and expresses itself in hum-
buggery.

The cry against “ anti-Godism ” is an unashamed
appeal to vested interests and religious ignorance; but
religion is always ready to take a big step backward
in social and political history; it is ready to back any
kind of national or international atrocity if only it can
check the movement against the belief in God. Against
the arguments of the Freethinker it finds itself power-
less. So it appeals to the police force and to the army
to stamp out the dreaded thing. And here and there
it may meet with a measure of temporary success. It
does so with such things as the Sunday Cinema law;
with the political terrorism that does what it can to
select candidates for Parliament, who are too timid to
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avow their convictions on religion or too menta )
backward to understand the real position of the God
idea in the modern world. The Freethinker is boun
to meet the idea of God with disbelief, but the peopL
who raise the “anti-God” cry as an unavowed sanct'Ol
for acts of injustice and intolerance teach sensl>
men and women to treat the whole circle of relifpQ
ideas with contempt.

* *

Anti-Godism

What really is anti-Godism ” and what is |l
aiming at? Well, in the first place it aims at mak>nP
it clear that all the gods in the world are expression™
of man'’s ignorance of the nature of the forces aroun
him and within him. It points out that with relig'icl
as with other things man progresses by the trial-al™
error method.  He tries many things before he filU™
out the best; he thinks many thoughts before he dis-
covers the truth. This is admittedly true in all direc-
tions, and the Freethinker asks why it is not true with
regard to the belief in gods. The Godites—that is>
the better specimens—admit that when man thoughl
of demons as the cause of disease, or imagined the
forces of nature to be the expression of a crowd of Per'
sonal beings, he was wrong. When he thought of the
cause of storms, or of the growth of crops, he was
wrong. His first efforts at society-building were
faulty, and had to be displaced by better ones. W
should there be this readiness to throw off other prim?
tivc ideas, and yet treat the rejection of the idea o'
God as a crime?  Anti-Godism merely wishes 10
apply a law of development to religion that has been
found to have application to every other aspect of Ide'

And in other affairs. The anti-Godist lays dowl
no rule that is more dangerous than this one— that
every social institution is born of social need, and **
no more than an experiment—more or less prolong2l
of tenure—in social life. He wishes to destroy the
belief that an institution is where it is because God
ordained it, or because the Church supports it, or be'
cause it supports the Church. It denies the right of
any one, of any class, or of any institution, to treat
the question of their validity as a crime. It knows
only one test of the value of habits or institutions,
education and government, and that is their tendency
to promote general welfare in human society. It does
not believe that the last word has been said in the
shaping of society, any more than it believes that tim
last idea in physics or biology has been said. Idall
moves by using his dead self as a stepping-stone; hc
progresses by profiting from his blunders, and not by
perpetuating them.  The Greeks had reached this
point of view more than two thousand years ago; bid
Christianity came, and we are now trying to regain
lost ground. There are forms of life that exist to-day
that are where they were millions of years ago, bid
they have paid the price of perpetuity by seeing other
forms of life get beyond them.

I admit that this kind of philosophy is rather
“ dangerous.” It threatens falsehood and sinister
interests and outworn institutions wherever they are
found. It puts the salvation of the world into man’s
own hands, and it tests everything by its value on
human life. It is this philosophy that the “ Godist ”
seeks to destroy; and with it all progressive civiliza-
tion.

Chapman Cohen.

No language of invective was too extreme to be applied
to a sovereign who opposed their [ecclesiastical] in-
terests. No language of adulation was too extravagant
for a sovereign who sustained them.—Lccky.
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Prelates and Politics

" Bishops used not to busv themselves with politics.”
Daily Mail, February 2

“ Great ideas do not win through academics, lhey are
fruitless until they operate through the living world of
men and women.”—G. IF, Foote,

"lIR clergy are, as a whole, the most noisome of all
Ne Nosey Parkers. Others may poke their noses into
Public affairs intermittently, but the clergy are always
a it. At one time these salaried-sons-of-God gird at
Sunday excursions; at another they object to cinemas;
~ yet another they wish to overhaul the public
joraries. In times of peace they roar like sucking
(°ves, in war-time they include the Lion and Unicorn
ihiQng the most sacred emblems of their religion.
"b in their case, precept and practice do not invari-
aby trot in double harness. Charles Spurgeon, the
liGst noted preacher of the nineteenth century, was a
lard-shell Sabbatarian on the platform, but it nevei
Prevented his own coachman driving him to chapel
Oy Sunday, for many years. The Rev. Dr. Horton
j'as a most determined opponent of music-halls, yet
Ic admitted that, prior to his starting his crusade, he
lad never entered such a place. Wailliam Booth en-
J raged self-denial among his deluded followers, but
b's one-time pawnbroker’'s assistant never let a
filling pass him alive. The Bishop of London, who
Is always voicing the alleged woes of the wretched
Parsons, basks in the sunshine of £10,000 yearly, a
Palace, a town house, and a seat in the House of
lords.

And  the priests of the State-supported Anglican
Prcli are the chief offenders. The recent appear-
e« & of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
0 Politics, and the eruption of five Bishops at a re-
t) 1L faction, amply prove their increasing anxiety
tvield vet more political power throughout the
"dry. As a fact, these charlatans have far too
j lc 1 power already. With their twenty-five seats
I ~Nouse LouE they can actually control legis-
" i°n in the Upper House of Parliament, whilst their
Q I("e position in the Universities and the Public and
Il,rch schools concedes the balance of power in
,//tters educational. Backed by the enormous revenues
bieir Church, which amount to £16,000,000 yearly,
Bjef tncome of a small country, this Black Army of
dr'*ts forms the most formidable of all the opponents
. vniocracy. For they possess seventeen thousand
vsts in the parishes of this country, who respond to

c ecclesiastical call for reaction at every turn.
E'cse priests arc intellectual cave-men. The
urty-Nine Articles of their religion, to which every
~ chhishop, Bishop, arid priest, subscribes, is based
1the teaching of the monastic Christian Fathers of
‘®ny twenty centuries earlier, to whose frauds and
4 les they willingly subscrilie—for a consideration,
‘cse precious articles of religion are calculated to
ake a modern man rub his eyes as he reads them,
even priests, if honest, must boggle as they sign
em. They include the grotesque belief that a spirit
be at the same time a father and a son, and also
Boceed from itself as a ghost; that “ Adam ” and
Fve '>were the parents of the human race, and that
(yv ate forbidden fruit, in consequence of which
*'li came into the world, and countless generations
Irc condemned to everlasting punishment in fire; that
vstis Christ went down bodily to “ Hell ”; that the
I O'ian Catholic Church, the oldest of the Christian
"dies, is a vain invention of man; that the Christian
'hie js the actual word of “ God ”; and that the
'signing Monarch is the head of the real and actual
lurch of Christ. And we also know that numbers
1 them do not believe in them, or observe them, and
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that their real reason for remaining in such a church
is a purely financial one. Such a type of man is very
unlikely to be other than greedy and self-seeking, and
so it has proved, both in social life and in politics.
Their treatment of their own staffs of church organ-
ists, vergers, choir-boys, and cleaners, except in the
case of the great cathedrals, which are show-places, is
very nauseous and notorious. And their conduct has
been frigid and contemptible in the region of
politics, where they have always been the most hide-
bound of the Conservatives.

The votes of the Bishops in the House of Lords, as
recorded in Hansard’'s “ Parliamentary Debates,”
shows that these highly-paid priests never supported
any measures for the enfranchisement of the people.
In the long-drawn battle for the great Reform Bill of
1831, the Bishops were conspicuously hostile, and
actually provoked popular reprisals throughout the
country. The attitude of the Bishops to the educa-
tion of the people has been one of steady and pro-
nounced opposition to popular control. This country
has waged a hundred wars during the past few genera-
tions, yet these Christian prelates in the House of
Lords never condemned one of them, although they
included the Chinese “Opium” War and the spoliation
of South Africa.

The cause of international arbitration owes nothing
to these ecclesiastics. Many Acts of Parliament for
the amelioration of the condition of labour have been
passed, but they aroused little or no interest among
the Bishops in the House of Lords. In its days of
weakness the Democratic Movement found these
Bishops always among its most bitter and determined
enemies. To-day, when the Labour Party is a real
force in politics, and a power in the country, these
consecrated charlatans have changed their tone and
speak smooth things of it. But it is a case of “words,
words, words,” and the silent opposition is still en-
forced. On the Marriage Laws, and the question of
reasonable divorce, the Bishops have been adamant.
In all, the House of Lords rejected the Deceased
Wife’s Sister Bill fourteen times, and mostly the votes
of the Bishops secured the defeat of the measure. So
one could continue for pages.

Lord Shaftesbury, the social reformer, and himself
a Churchman, described the Bishops of his time as
“ timid, time-serving, and great worshippers of
wealth and power.” And so exasperated was he,
that he broke out: “ Of what use are the Bishops in
the House of Lords?” Of what use, indeed ! In the
days of the Church’s power the ecclesiastics rode
roughshod over the liberties of the people.  After
nearly twenty centuries of priestly domination, as late
as 1S70, half of the population of this country was
actually illiterate, and the State was compelled to
take action by introducing Free Education. Even to-
day belated Factory Acts and social legislation have
to be resorted to in order to render the conditions of
life of working people sufficiently tolerable to avoid
an actual revolution. The first quarter of the twen-
tieth century has passed, and England has yet to learn
that the Lords Spiritual have repented of their old
active antagonism to the Democratic Movement. Yet
what else can be expected of these consecrated charla-
tans, who still pray for fine or wet weather, who offer
special invocations for individual members of a Royal
Family, and, in times of peace, parade the Union Jack
as a symbol of their love for Democracy and
Humanity ?

Speaking broadly, the Freethinkers have sapped the
public faith in Christianity. They have put the people
in possession of arguments which have undermined
the very foundations of Orthodoxy. Few men or
women, if they seriously reflect, realize that our fore-
fathers once implicitly took their ideas from priestly
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teachers, of no more real importance than the
cunning and unscrupulous medicine-men of savage
races. No amount of indignant protest, or pumped-
u]) vehemence, will avail to conceal the plain fact
that we stand at the yery gates of a new age. Is it
not therefore high time that we turned to the Bench
of Bishops in the Fords, and, echoing the words of
Cromwell, said : Begone, and make way for better
men? And an excellent beginning would be the dis-
establishment and disehdowment of this so-called
Church of England. For, as Meredith said, “ the
country that fights Priestcraft and priests is striking
deep op behalf of freedom.”

Mimnermus.

The Cult of the Ancient Celts

T he Celtic invaders of England, France and Spain all
arrived from regions beyond the Rhine. Nor were
these lands their original homes, for they had earlier
migrated to North and West Germany from Hungary,
Moravia and other distant areas. They entered Italy
in 390 B.c., and appeared a few years later in Greece.
The ancient Ea Thene Culture was mainly theirs, but
apart from inscriptions, sculptures and the testimony
of Greek and Roman writers little is definitely deter-
mined concerning the religion of this remarkable
race.

From prehistoric times the Celts venerated stocks
and stones, and in rustic retreats they venerate them
still. Springs and running rivers were sacred to
them. In ancient Gaul gifts to the gods were lowered
into lakes, and some of these have been recovered.
The ocean was a source of wonder and dread. Tree-
worship was devoutly observed, and both the oak and
beech were regarded as residences of deities, and
when the golden bough—the mistletoe—was seen
growing on the oak the tree became especially sacred.
The bull and snake were adored as divine, and sacri-
fices were seemingly made to them. Prof. Carl
Clemen of Bonn, an eminent student of the cults of
early Europe, concludes, that “ the Gallic custom of
employing animal figures as military badges and hel-
met ornaments, and the British practice of tattooing
animal figures on the person not only originated in
the worship of these animals,! but still bore this sig-
nificance at a later time.”

The famous statesman and military commander,
Julius Caesar, whose faith in gods of any kind was
strictly limited, noted one conspicuous Celtic deity
who resembled Mercury, the Roman god of commerce.
Indeed, Caesar gives several Gallic divinities the
names of Pagan deities. This suggests that they were
all variants of the divinities common throughout
Europe as a whole in early ages.

One Celtic god, whose images are still extant, was
named Sucellus.  Apparently a vegetation deity he
frequently figures in association with a goddess of
fetility. Esus is another deity sculptured on an
altar, who is pictured as severing branches from a
tree. On an altar discovered at Reims, a god named
Cernunnos is depicted emptying grain from a sack as
provender for animals standing near. This god is
also represented at Saintes in company with two
female figures who carry a cornucopia— the horn of
plenty—which clearly indicates their connexion with
the rites of fertility.

The goddess Epona is constantly accompanied by
the horse, and usually holds a cornucopia on her arm
or bears a basket laden with fruit in her hand. She,
also, was a procreative divinity in both animal and
vegetable realms. Gracious maternal deities were
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adored in all Celtic communities, and these presided
over the bounties of Nature. They were depicted m
groups of three carrying fruit or grasping the horn of
plenty, and were apparently local goddesses. Cle-
men notes that: “ After Christianity had been in-
troduced, these fertility goddesses were occasionally
interpreted as the three Marys, and as such WCe
adored in Metz till well into the eighteenth century-

The representatives of fertility-gods sometime5
suffered death when, with advancing years, their vir-
ility became impaired.  Other and younger deities
with livelier energies were demanded. Within a large
hollow framework human victims or animals were en-
closed and burnt alive as sacrifices to the greedy gods-
Captives were devoted to death to ensure an abundant
harvest. These holocausts occurred every five years,
and were additional to the annual slaughter to the
spirit of vegetation. In earlier and more barbarous
times, however, the major sacrifice was, no doubt, a
yearly ceremony.

Animals were slain each season o-n Midsummer Day>
and it is asserted that in the Grenoble districts a g°at
is still sacrificed at the harvest festival. “ Its flesh,
with the exception of one piece, which is kept for 3
year, is eaten by the reapers, and out of its skin the
farmer has a coat made which is believed to have heal-
ing virtue. In Pouilly an ox is killed, its skin being
kept till the next seed-time. In former days in Brie’
on the 23rd of June, and down to the year 1743, i" 3
certain street in Paris ... a human effigy was burnt,
the people fighting for the debris. Finally, there are
many phrases still current in France which contajil
an allusion to the killing of a human being or an ani-
mal at harvest time.”

Strabo records a curious Celtic custom observed
ancient days on an island near the mouth of the Rivel
Loire, where the priestesses roofed over a sacred SioO™
at a stated date each year. But should any priesteS5
engaged in this task permit her load to fall she v'a5
torn limb from limb by the others, and the remnant5
of her body were solemnly paraded around the sai'C
tuary. Jims, apparently, the potencies of the d#*
woman’s spirit were transferred to the sacred edifice-

Cannibalism appears to, have been a religious i'He
among the Celtic settlers in Britain, Ireland and else-
where. Also, they preserved the skull of a sla'¥
enemy as a drinking vessel.  Skulls or sections
skulls were valued as ornaments and amulets. Cef'
tain animals were sacred, possibly totemic, and cer-
tainly taboo.  According to Caesar fowls, geese a'd
hares were bred by the Britons, but were never eate'l
owing to their sacred character.

Dread of the departed played its customary part **
Celtic superstition. To ward off the evil influence5
of the ghosts trenches were made round their grave5
or the corpse was decapitated. To appease tl'e
spirits the Celts dedicated to the dead the possession5
they most treasured in life. In ancient burial mound5
these gifts have been discovered and excavation'
prove that the personal attendants and wives of 3
dead notability were buried with his remains.

Research likewise reveals the fact that the peopl?
sacrificed their most useful possessions, such as aN5
and wheels to the spirits. The many utilitR5
deposited in the sepulchres of the Stone and Bron™
Ages appear to have been offerings to the deities-
Animals, and, at a later stage, animal figures \verC
presented to the guardian gods of the quarry when 3
hunting expedition was projected or after its terming
tion. Effigies of children and representations oi
parts of man’s body have come to light which wefe
presumably substitutes for living victims previously
sacrificed to gain or retain the good graces of the gods-
But human sacrifices were still in evidence in Roms'l
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times, and continued even when the Imperial authori-
ties had strictly forbidden them.

Images of Celtic divinities have been recovered in
"tatty ancient dwellings, which suggest family cults,
divine worship also took place in temples where
Ihestesses occasionally officiated. These women also
lassessed the power of prophecy, while other female
seers foretold future events. The male priests
"iiviued hidden secrets by observing the direction of
le ffinies arising from the sacrifice, by means of
(tearrs and visions, the notes and flights of birds, and
t'e scrutiny of cloud phenomena. Omens were in-
tipreted by the priests to the laity after an exatnina-

of the entrails of animals set aside for sacrifice.
I hen human offerings were made the priests divined
"'e meaning of the omens from the manner in which
" le victims collapsed and vented their blood.
is probable that the Druids of Continental Europe
largely recruited from the pre-Celtic races.
lltse powerful and masterful priests exercised con-
stable authority. They participated in the choice
if Winces, engaged in warfare and served as ambas-
stws and plenipotentiaries, and their influence
~nitd equal, if not superior, to that of the monarclis.
he Druids usually assembled in the France of that
‘hstaut day near Orleans, “ at a spot,” states P10-
wor Clemen, “ which was considered the centre of
~country, and there they settled all the public and
IRkate disputes that were laid before them.  Who-
\I,'&rr‘refused to acquiesce in their decisions was excom-

“ucated. At the head of the Druids was a high
Icest  \wlien he died, the most outstanding of his

eaS»es succeeded him, or, if there were several
~ (jual eminence the other Druids selected one of
ni"ll as his successor. Sometimes the office was filled
3 'jLl a series of combats between the rival candidates.

"s seems to show that the Druids were originally

than priests only. Before they were received

Jri,ids they had to pass through a period of train-

,” tvhich sometimes lasted twenty years.”

, he Celtic after-life was located in the realm of the
sun and paradise was pictured as the continu-
, Ql°f earthly existence. The implements and orna-

n*s of the dead were frequently placed in their
‘Ves for use in heaven. A warrior’s favourite
n;irger, and occasionally his war-chariot, was buried
1 1his remains, and the custom observed until quite
Went generations of leading his horse in a dead
J flier's funeral-train was a survival of its former
j'flufice at its master’s tomb. So firm was Celtic
Juth in a future life that the dead were entrusted with
Wers for delivery in the land of shades, and the
vParted were even commissioned to collect debts
; 'l owing to the living from dead relatives or clients.
.6 kindred of tire departed sometimes committed

~"cide to rejoin their relatives in the Abode of Bliss,
"h it was confidently assumed that all those offered
(th as sacrifices entered into happiness.  But heroic
eafli in battle was perhaps the most coveted passport
O the Celtic paradise.

T. F. Pai.mer.

*=> speak without emphasizing your words—parler
accent—is an old rule with those who are wise in

le World’'s ways. It means that you should leave other
Jvople to discover what it is that you have said ; and as
lyir minds are slow, you can make your escape in time.
(I” the other hand, to emphasize your meaning—parler
accent—is to address their feelings; and the result

s always the opposite of what you expect. If you are
"Ay polite enough in your manner and courteous in your
*'ue, there are many people whom you may abuse out-
"Rlit, and yet run no immediate risk of offending them.

Schopenhauer.
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The Book Shop

Mr. Eden Philepotts with his latest novel Wood-
Nymph (Hutchinson, 7s. 6d.) has lost none of his old
charm as a teller of pleasant stories, and he lias not yet
succumbed to the lure of modernity, which in book-form
reminds some readers of chewing cotton wool. In this
story woven around the life of a little girl named Minna,
Mr. Phillpotts lias shown his deep affinity with living
trees, and with the sure hand, of a master can tell us
something to be remembered about the graceful objects
which at present seem to be a target for man’s malig-
nancy. .Minna is the daughter of Jacob Rigney, and she
leaves home on her father’'s second marriage. There are
in this story reminiscences of Hardy’'s Woodlanders, but
Mr. Phillpotts always seems to write facing the sun. It
is very evident that the author’s knowledge of trees is
more real than imaginary, and all who seek for mental
good health, together with outspokenness on the obses-
sions brought, about by an intensely religions life will not
count it as time lost in following the fortune of the little
girl who had trees for her friends. In some far off civil-
ization, when time and leisure would permit beings to
think acutely on trees, it may be that we shall find that
they are friends in more than a shallow sense. There is,
to the writer’s knowledge at present, a native of Japan
who makes the assertion that strength and health may be
obtained from trees in a manner which he is not disposed
to shout from the housetops, but in any case, it is a
pleasure to recommend this latest novel of Mr. Phillpotts
for health and sanity, together with humour which are the
only holy trinities worth consideration.

The name of .Sir Richard Burton may not be familiar
to the present generation, but as he was one of the few
scholars who in the best sense of the term stood for eternal
verities, he will be always for the future, a revelation to
the serious student. In a note to The Kastdah, Burton
explains that this work was given to him in manuscript
form by a native of Darabghird in the Yezd province.
His name was El-Hiclimakani, which was a nickname for
“ Of No-liall, Nowhere.” The note itself is dynamic,
and will give the reader much material to think about,
but my immediate reason for including this work will be
seen later. The form of the work is similar to the
quatrains of Omar, and one of many jewels is worth
setting in letters of gold. However, as we are restricted
to cold print, we give the following stanza, trusting that
there will be a magical glow even from type :—

“ lie thine own T)eus : make self free, liberal as the circling
air :

Thy Thought to thee an Empire be; break every prisou’ing
lock and bar

This work has the saltiness of real Buddhism, but it is
wider in outlook. If any reader should seek to know
the cause of Burton’s lack of popularity with the society
in which he was obliged to move, the Kasidah will give
the reason. It is sound Freethought from a scholar
whose library was the world, and whose books were men
and women of all countries.

A friend of mine who should be a crcain-skimmcr
casually read to me in a railway compartment, one or
two extracts from a lecture on Krishnamurti. The ex-
tracts sounded good, and led me to acquire a book on this
man. lie suffers from his friends. The expositor is
evidently trying to have a foot in both camps, but for
those who have patience there is a reward in some
excellent aphorisms which conform to the wide or
narrow limits of commonsense. Here is a sample
from bulk, and although thcosopliists have tried
to “ nobble ” Krishnamurti they will have diffi-
culty in doing so for one who can write the
following : “ It is the glory of man that 110 one can save
him except himself.” And again here is the curfew-bell
when Krishnamurti dissolved an association which met
at Oinihen in 1929. “ The majority of you who come to
tlie camp have a private collection of gods, and you want
to add me to your collection. | know this sounds funny,
but the fact is ridiculously childish. Again, the majority
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of you are so embalmed in your newly-acquired preju-
dices that you hope that | shall comfortably fit into your
scheme of things. . . . These are the main reasons which
have prompted you to come here . . . only wanting your
little longings satisfied. They can never be satisfied, be-
cause they are vain and useless. You want to know what
is the right kind of ceremony you should perform, what
gods you should worship. . . what kind of beliefs you
should hold: with these | have nothing whatever to do

. . they are absolutely of no value.” And if there are
still wanderers looking round for a master, Krishnamurti
gives them a straightforward answer on page 44, whether
the authority be a guru, a master, or a god. (Krishna-
murti, by Lilly Heber : Geo. Allen and Unwin, 7s. 6d.).

The “Penguin” series almost makes one slip into the
platitude of saying they supply a long-felt want. One of
the latest entitled, With Mystics and Magicians in Tibet,
by Alexandra David-Neel, is good material for the Free-
thinker on which to try his metaphysical teeth. The
authoress made a journey to Tibet, and she frequently
stayed in a gompa or monastery, and there is a detach-
ment in the narrative which is not often found in books
of this description. Incredible phenomena are witnessed
and most incredible stories are told to her, but consist-
ently she maintains a disinterested interest which is a
good fault. The book may be summed up as “ New
lamps for old,” and the magic of sorcery and religion in
general in Tibet and other places she visited can be esti-
mated for what they are worth, and although Tibet may
not be London, New York or Paris, the more the thing
changes the more it remains the same. If any reader
wishes to test the truth of this statement he should look
on page 96, where it will be seen that the imposition of a
priestly class is the same in Tibet as in places nearer
home. The following extract will prove my point:
" That beginning of the day in the gompa gives us an
idea of the character of the whole lamaist monastic life.
In the latter we find also, always present, the same ill-
assorted elements : subtle philosophy, commercialism,
lofty spirituality and eager pursuit of coarse enjoyments !
And these are so closely interwoven that one endeavours
in vain completely to disentangle them.” Luckily for us
we need not wander abroad to prick the bubble of these
illusions. On our own doorstep are Locke and George
Meredith. The former stated in connexion with the Rosi-
crucians, and it will serve the present purpose, that
“ No definitions that | know, no suppositions of any
sect, are of force enough to destroy constant experience;
and perhaps it is the affectation of knowing beyond what
we perceive that makes so much useless dispute and noise
in the world.” Meredith in The Ordeal of Richard
Feverel, has a similar needle for the balloon of illusion :
“ When people do not themselves know what they mean,
they succeed in deceiving and imposing upon others.”
However, the detachment of the authoress concludes a
fascinating and interesting book on the high note of hope
in the following passage

Psychic research may be guided by the same spirit as
any scientific study. The discoveries which can be made
in that field have nothing of supernatural, nothing which
may justify the superstitious beliefs and rumblings in
which some have indulged regarding the matter. On the
contrary, such research may help to elucidate the
mechanism of so-called miracles, and once explained, the
miracle is no more a miracle.

Mr. Donald Culross Peattie tells you frankly that his
book is a dramatized life of John James Audubon. His
candour about it is rather pleasant, as he never over-
steps the mark of probability in recounting the life of a
famous naturalist. The title itself, Singing in the Wild-
erness (Geo. Allen it Unwin, 7s. fid.) excites our curi-
osity, and reading it docs not end in disappointment.
Audubon was one of the pioneers in the observation of bird
life in America, and what is more, through the medium
of art, he was one of the first to bring his feathered song-
sters to life on paper. The book is easy reading, excel-
lently printed, and the reproductions strike the observer
at once with their naturalness and liveliness of the various
specimens in their native home. Audubon was the Don
Quixote in birdland, and if the melancholy knight tilted
at windmills, it would appear to the superficial reader that
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Audubon was in the same boat when he was lowered
one to see the fork-tailed petrel between the waves. 1
may be too much to hope that a good edition of Audu-
bon’s pictures will be produced at reasonable cost and &
many of the great British public have almost forgotten
what a horse looks like, it is possible that they may be
interested in birds which have always been with thenl<
but never considered as worth any serious contemplaf', Q]
Remy de Gourmont was of the opinion that birddife wes
one of the highest forms of life, and whether one .agree8
with this or not, it is very evident to the most casual ob-
server that bird-life is not cluttered up with the un-
necessary miseries which civilization confers as benefit8
as long as civilization is like the girl who took the wrong
turning.

It is safe to say that many more people than formei'l
will now be aware of the existence of Thomas Paine.
friend lias made me a present of The Ego and His 0/<
by Max Stirner. Again reading the introduction the'c
is a strong link of understanding between this unortho-
dox thinker and Thomas Paine, as the following extract
will prove : “ Stirner loved liberty for himself, and loved
to see any and all men and women taking liberty, and be
had no lust of power.” Not everyone will agree that
democracy is a sham liberty, but one may say that
democracy is like charity for covering a multitude
sins, and this last note will be found to chime with the
one above of Krishnamurti. Without essaying any flight8
in metaphysics it would be natural to say°tliat Stirn«f
touched the real kernel of liberty in stressing and empha-
sizing the importance of the individual.

C-dE-B-

The Decline of Secularism in Sydney)
N.SW.

1hi; passing of the Freethought Flail into the hands of-I
Sectarian body of Fundamentalists in Sydney recap
memories of the past, when Secularism was a live-WIlL
cause. Charles Bradlaugh had been requested to select &
leading lecturer for Australia. Ex-Reverend Joseph
vSymes was his choice, and lie was followed by othef
gifted exponents of Secularism. lint the rise of thc
Political Labour Party with payment of parliamentary
representatives was the cause of the decline of organizel
Freethought, for the Church vote had to be pandered to
by those inoculated with the political microbe. Thu8
Thomas Walker seceded from the Secular cause and be'
came an M.P. in New South Wales, and afterwards 1l
Western Australia.

To New Zealand went W. W. Collins, to become a»
M.H.R. in Maoriland Parliament, whilst the veteran-
Wallace Nelson, after failing in Queensland, won a scat
in the Westralian Parliament. He only held it for on«
teim, foi his references to Mirabeau, Danton and Diderot-
and opposition by celibate bishops to birth-control,
brought about his defeat.

Hold and honest Joseph Symes was no compromiser-
and lie had no time for opportunist party politicians of
theological sectarians. To him “ Secularism and Science
were the Light of the World.” His ultra-SpencerianisUl
was above the mentality of the crowd. After battling
for many years against false friends and open foes, i"
failing health lie returned to England and passed on to
Nirvana; but his name is worthy of a niche in the Pan-
theon of Humanity, and his work is esteemed by the fe™
survivors of “ the old brigade ” as the noblest champin'l
of Secularism that ever voiced the cause in the antipodes-

Wallace Nelson is still alive, and over eighty years of
age. About two years ago some jingle from his pen, ro
his second marriage, appeared in the Freethinker :__

“ My wife is a holy Roman
Whilst 1 am an Infidel :
She thinks she is bound for Paradise,
And | am going to llell.

Wallace Nelson may still be remembered in Aberdeen
and Sheffield by a few long-lived Secularists, as he re-
sided in both ]-laces before coming to Australia.

George Waite.
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Acid Drops

A Farnham draper lias announced Ids intention of
standing for Parliament. His programme is just “ For
God, King and Country.” This reminds us of the com-
nc'ds of an old schoolmaster friend on the same formula.
Jk said, the first ought to be able to look after himself.
Tho second is already well looked after. It looks as if it
Is the last that needs most consideration, and with the

uher two taking precedence, number three seems like
Setting scant rations.

Hie advertising managers of the Coronation aie not
"jissing any chances. Members of the Royal Family are
aWbst living at the Trades’ Fair. They arc daily visitors,
a” are evidently considered as part of the show.

ft
” ament as a way to peace is now the standard
~ JET Tie would have thought that the last war should
thi™ “nocked the bottom out of that doctrine, but fear is
‘von* kind of teacher, and fear dominates everything

ti ay Daily Telegraph headed its leading article
j@P ,°fher day, “ Armaments for Peace.” Which is
nn™C ""le only reasonable motive in arming is for war,
=18 ky day people are coming to regard war as cer-

ti-t ~r- Baldwin, with an assumed confusion of mind

1sounds as though he is understudying Mr. Ramsay
jn'j'lonnld, speaks of his firm belief in collective security,
tin “eclares that when war does come it will sweep
iv ""kI* the whole of Europe. At the same time the only
. 1° Peace is for Britain to have forces large enough to
t’ °P the rest of Europe put together. Which being in-

I'reted means that we can only secure collective peace,

uV cau lj= ourselves thrash the rest of Europe whenever
1wel so inclined.

(C 'A less now than ever will the rest of the world sit
sijfi*ll Tiietly to a world, or European, dominancy by a

e power. If no other single country can develop
(ti°ukh strength to cope with Britain, then two or more

"fries will join to that end. In the barbarous state of
-, Tean tribal thought prestige counts for a great deal,
s.' d the stamp of greatness is made to depend upon
n “Sth of armed forces and possession of territory, then
f 't °f the * great powers ” will rest content with an in-
]T'irty in either of these directions. The way to peace
.S tlirough the replacement of barbaric pride by a sense

Uman dignity and the development of a finer con-
option of values.

1 K'tlier that, or for us to have the courage of our bar-
"l. Eet Us build a greater, an unquestionably
4j 'lter, armed force than any other possible combination,
j Et us demand the disarmament of the rest of Europe
»in'l that will prevent any serious opposition to
El 'VI&> and declare that we intend stamping out by
W™ any attempt to build up competing forces. That
| destraightforward, and may get us somewhere. “ Col-
r lve security ” that depends upon individual sup-
, ldcy> perpetual peace resting upon our being strong
gh to “ lick creation,” evidences a stupidity that
"Unts to criminality.

§lor(f Brownlow, a personal friend of the Duke of Wind-
(G, ' flas been having it out with the Archbishop of
""terbury. ‘the Archbishop, it will be remembered,
y?."fFy denounced, as a part justification for the forced
jj' 'cation, the vicious circle of friends with whom the
g k°> then King, associated. Lord Brownlow called on
f e Archbishop and asked whether the statement made re-

to him. The Archbishop said it did not. And

' that l.ord Brownlow had to rest content.

Fut we cannot permit the Archbishop to get off in that
R/ manner. Neither are we concerned to defend the
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character of any or all of Edward VIII.’s associates. The
adulation, the flattery, the fawning that go on with
Kings, any of them, 110 matter how stupid, how bad, or
how incapable, are obvious to anyone, and one may well
be surprised, not that Kings are apt to be what they are,
but that they are as good as they are. As we have said
before, any King with moderate intelligence, and a char-
acter above that of a cheap film star, must look on those
around him and upon the ceremonies of which he is the
centre, with supreme contempt. We rather fancy that
was actually Edward VIIl.’s attitude. The human side
of his job he took too seriously; the ceremonial side he
looked upon with contempt.

But the charge against the Archbishop is that whatever
may have been the character of Edward’s associates, he
knew all about them before Edward was King, and dir-
ectly after his accession Dr. Lang gave his personal com-
mendation to the character of the King on the strength of
his own personal acquaintance. It was the case of Mrs.
Simpson that settled the matter—for the Archbishop.
Had Edward made Mrs. Simpson his mistress, it may be
assumed the Archbishop would have upheld the character
of the King, but to do anything so decent as to marry her
was apparently more than his archiépiscopal conscience
could stand.

The revised form of the Coronation Oath makes the King
promise to maintain the Protestant Reformed Religion in
the United Kingdom only. The rest of the Empire is to
be permitted to go to hell in its own fashion. But if the
rest of the Empire can, if it so please, get along without
the Protestant religion, why cannot Great Britain be per-
mitted the same freedom ?

Mr. Victor Cazalet has just returned from Russia, and
says that you might as well talk to working men in Eng-
land about Confucius and Buddha as talk to Russian
working men about God or Christ We presume he
means that one might talk on neither subject with hopes
of conversion. But the Russian working-man is certainly
better-informed about God and Christ than English people
about the two great Eastern teachers. Mr. Cazalet says
he had every opportunity of talking freely on the subject,
and concludes that God and Christ have been almost
eliminated from the minds of the majority.

Having produced a pail of milk, Mr. Cazalet then pro-
ceeds to kick it over. He says, notwithstanding the dis-
appearance of religion, there is still the desire to “worship
some ideal.” Why not? There is a readiness to follow
some ideal with all people who have imagination, and it
is falling into a misleading phraseology to identify this
with “ religion.” The difference between men does not
lie in their readiness to “ worship ” an ideal, but in the
kind of an ideal they set themselves. It may be Christ
or cricket, beer or bloodshed, or it may be something of
lasting value to mankind. It is a pity that when men
write they are not more careful in their choice of terms.

The Church Times is very anxious that families as a
whole should attend Church. We understand the anxiety.
The children will keep father and mother up to scratch,
and father and mother will train their children so that
they will grow up without showing quite so much readi-
ness to criticize the religion of their parents. But if the
advice of the Church Times is carried out one reason for
sending the children to religious services will have disap-
peared. It means good-bye to the Sunday after-dinner
nap for the parents.

I order to attract children to Church the Church Times
says that if the services do not attract children they
should be modified to do so. It is a case of “ whatever
service you like ” so long as you come to Church. Once
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upon a time people were expected to go to Churcli without
any regard to their own personal wishes. It looks like
the ordinary business notice to probable customers, “ If
we have not in stock the thing you want, ask for it and
we will get it.”

Fact 1 verss theory. The Archbishop is calling the
country back to God, as a means of salvation. The
Government is calling men to the army. The Archbishop
wishes us all to place our trust in Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. The Government backs a larger army, a more
powerful navy7, and an enormous number of aeroplanes.
The Archbishop says “ Suffer little children to come unto
me,” but also advises that bombing planes should go
unto them. The Archbishop preaches, “ Come unto me
you that are heavy-laden and | will give you rest.” He
also advises our airmen, “ Go unto them and give them
all you've got.” The Archbishop plays both cards, for
he commends the preparations of the Government, and
bids us place our trust in united prayer, backed with in-
cendiary bombs. Then whatever happens he is on the
winner, for if the army, navy and air force are triumphant
he will hold that they were inspired in their work of
conversion by their trust in God, and if our armed forces
are not successful, it will be because we did not rain down
incendiary and poison bombs in sufficiently large quan-
tities.

The British Weekly praises a saying of Cardinal New-
man, who thought that mankind “ would be none the
worse for a little superstition.” Newman was answered
at the time, we believe, by somebody quoting the old say-
ing, “ He’d be none the waur for a hanging.” The British
Weekly editor’s superstition consists (on this occasion) of
feeling that “ No logic can persuade me that Nature is
completely indifferent ” ... to the editor. Well, the
editor has a simple and ready test—Ilet him try it out in
any fire, flood, avalanche, or by standing in the way
when a house is falling.

The News-Chronicle is our authority for the informa-
tion that the Methodist Church “ has expressed itself as
strongly opposed in general to the presentation of the
Divine Figure ” on the Cinema film But there are ex-
ceptions. They would tolerate the “ Divine Figure ” if
only the actor would give these prudes on the prowl an
“ assurance that the person assuming the role of Christ
should be in some measure, prepared in spirit and pur-
pose by the acceptance of spiritual discipline.” We im-
agine there will be few candidates for pious approval if
the actor has first to learn how to “ walk on the water,”
turn water into wine, or—let us say—raise Joan of Arc
from the dead.

“ | went with the pilgrims to Lourdes three times—but,
each time | was brought back on a Stretcher,” said Kath-
leen Hickey, of Camberwell, aged 22, to a Daily Mirror
correspondent. As a result of X-raying at St. Vincent’s
Orthopaedic Hospital, Eastcote, Miss Hickey is now as-
sured that a ninth operation will give her back the use
of her limbs, after eleven years tubercular arthritis follow-
ing injury to both hips by a fall. Our italics are for
record when another holy “ miracle ” is duly chronicled.

The other Sunday the B.B.C. Announcements Editor
was off duty, so another official instructed the announcer
of a programme of sea-slianties to “ make it snappy.”
“ What shall we do with a drunken sailor,” and “Whisky
Johnny,” were two of the items The announcer, in fine
form, gave out the last item thus : “ As it is getting near

opening-time let’s finish with a drinking song.” The
Star Radio correspondent says “ It was one of the
brightest Sunday half-hours of the year.” But he adds

that now “ the Jolly Announcer is attending the Staff
College,” and “ will no doubt be instructed more fully
in the canons of decorum prescribed by the Corporation.”
We wonder !
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We like to see the advertisements in our religious co»
I temporaries ; some of them are, of course, of the ordinary
Itype such as one sees everywhere. Some are addressed ex-
clusively to “believers.” Of these we notice the Cathohc
appeals to the most benighted of all superstitions—asking
people to pay money to rescue dead souls from the lu*'
gatory their church has invented in order to ask people to
pay money (to the church) to rescue souls from it. Aml
lets and charms, to say nothing of relics, produce a con-
stant revenue, and will do so as long as anybody with any
money believes in so obvious a fraud. In the Noncon-
formist journals we see “ Non-alcoholic wines” adver-
tised as “ the original,” but how *“ original ” is not
stated. We imagine some Christians believe that Christ
was the first manufacturer of these imitation “ wines,
unless indeed the intention is to deceive God into believ-
ing that the Faithful are drinking real wine *“ which
maketli glad the heart of man.”

A Roman Catholic, the Rev. IT. C. Fincliam, is greatly
perturbed over the ignorance that exists concerning
Roman Catholicism. He suggests as a corrective that a
number of Catholics should “ adopt a child or two
wherever they can, the children should be given the truth
and nothing but the truth about the Catholic Faith
through the medium of talks, Catholic journals, pam-
phlets, books, and personal letters.” Excellent, for the
Catholic Church, and if children so kidnapped could be
prevented ever reading anything but Roman Catholic
writings, and prevented associating with non-CatholicS>
then we have not the least doubt"that the unfortunate
children would grow up with an intelligence that could
take in nothing above Roman Catholic legends and super-
stition.  Mr. Fincham’s plan is one that the Roman
Church practised as long as it could, and still practises
as completely as it can. But, after all, life is more power-
ful than the Church, and in the long run beats the PoPe
and the College of Cardinals, So while some unfortunates
may be trapped in this way, the majority will, we expect
escape.

In a little home in Britain there are now living together
four brothers and a sister, all of whom are blind, deaf and
dumb. “They have no one to look after them. . . .” The
reader may have difficulty in believing these words are
specially displayed under heavy type on the first page oi
the Sunday Express (21st inst.) announcing this home as
“ TIlli HOUSE THAT GOD LOOKS AFTER.”

Fifty Years Ago

One's appreciation of the oath is still further increased
by watching the various litigants and witnesses as they
caress the sacred volume. Here a gentleman wears an ex-
pression of countenance which seems to imply “ | guess
they’ll get a good deal of truth out of me,” and there
another’s face seems to promise as great a regard for truth
as is consistent with his understanding with the solicitor
who subpoenaed him as an independent witness in the in-
terest of justice and a sound client. Hard swearing
the order of the day. So conflicting is the evidence oU
simple matters of fact that it is perfectly obvious that the
very atmosphere is charged with duplicity. The thing F
taken as a matter of course. Judges are used to it, and
act accordingly, deciding in most cases by a keen obser-
vation of the witnesses and an extensive knowledge d
the seamy side of human nature. But sometimes the very
judges are nonplussed, so brazen are the faces of the gen-
tlemen who have “ kissed the book.” Very often, no
doubt, their honors feel inclined to say, like the Ameri-
can judge in directing his jury, “ Well, gentlemen,
you believe what these witnesses swear, you will give a
verdict for the plaintiff; and if you believe wliat the other
witnesses swear, you will give a verdict for the defendant!
but if, like me, you don't believe what either side swears,
I'm hanged if 1 know what you will do.”

The Freethinker, February 27, 1887.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Lewis— The copy of the paper has been sent you by
sore friend who was not aware that you were already a
subscriber. It is hardly likely that Mr. Cohen will be able
to visit Bolton this season, but he will be in Manchester
before the end of March.

Uxii Cere—Probably the copy of the Age of Reason you have
sent may help in his enlightenment. We hope so.

H Davis (Conn., U.S"A.).—Pleased to have your appre-Cia-
fion of our efforts. Some of Mr. Cohen’s articles have been
Iegripéed in the three series of Essays in Freethinking.
Lil volume will be issued as soon as possible.
Y Maud Simon—We agree with your summary'. There
g r°*'bing left of the Jesus Christ character but pure myth,
@ 1 ke meaning of.madern criticism..is appreciated. To

“Utinue with the moral teacher after the mythical char-
j _er has been discarded comes very near humbug.

j boSE—Thanks. Papers are being sent. See answer in
jj week’s issue to the poem you enclose.

_Simpson—Yes we see the Observer, among many other
j Dders, regularly. Paine was, of course, a fervent Deist
.. boRRn.E.—Received and shall appear.

" ;iXdeater—The rejection of authority in matters of
Tniion does not mean that one may not accept an opinion
W'h is authoritative. It means only that an opinion is
to be adopted on the mere word, or at the command, of
j,ail7 constituted power or governing person,
j. *Lesmorr—Your idea of opening shops for the sale of
~reethought literature is quite a good one, but, from the
"uncial point of view, quite impracticable. The Frec-
‘other can be ordered from any newsagent or railway
"jkstall, and we should be obliged if those who have any
j," "bculty in securing copies would communicate with us.
n'v Ifavid—Dealing with this matter next week.
Circulating and Distributing the Freethinker.
Tolton), 5s.
Fy.
lends who ¢end us newspapers would enhance the favour
y marking the passages to which they wish us to call
TL‘J‘I\/Ienﬂon.

* " Freethinker “ is supplied to the trade on sale or
retun. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
Reported to this office.

“’le offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular
society Limited, are now at bS Farringdon Street, London,
"C.4. Telephone: Central 1367.

.e " Freethinker " will be forwarded direct from the Pub-
Mhing Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad)

,,0"3 year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/1).

'nen the services of the National Secxdar Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
munications should be addressed to the Secretary R. h.
‘sosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
°f Me Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.q,
a‘d not to the Editor.

"h cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to

The Pioneer Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clerkenwell Branch."

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
K-C.q by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
Inserted.

T M.
J

I

Sugar Plums

fhe Secular Hall, Leicester, was well filled Ol1 Sunday
"st to listen to Mr. Cohen’s address on “ What is the
fatter with Religion?” It was a ‘‘ live ” meeting from
"Tinning to end, Mr. Hassell occupied the chair with
lls Usual efficiency, and we were pleased to hear from
“flier officials that there were a number of newcomers in
1 ke audience.
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To-day (February 28), Mr. Cohen will lecture in the
Picton Hall, Liverpool, on *“ Paine the Pioneer.”
Chair will be taken at 7 o’clock. On Sunday next Mr.
Colieu visits Glasgow, and will lecture in the McLellan
Galleries, Sauchiehall Street. On the evening previous
the Branch is holding its Third Annual Dinner, and Mr.
Cohen will be present and hopes to meet both his old
friends and new ones. Tickets for the Dinner are 5s. 6d.
each, and may be obtained of the Secretary', Mrs White-
field, 351 Castlemilk Road, Glasgow'. Early application
should be made.

The N.S.S. has just come into possession of a very in-
teresting relic of Charles Bradlaugh, the founder of the
Society. This is the roll-top desk at which he worked,
which passed into the possession of his daughter, and
which has now been presented to the National Secular
Society by' his son-in-law, Mr. Arthur Bonner. It is a
gift that will be highly' prized, and the Executive will see
that a suitable medallion inscribed with the necessary
particulars is attached thereto.

The Bethnal Green Branch, in conjunction with the
West Ham Branch of the N.S.S. is running a course of
four lectures in the Bethnal Green Public Library, Cam-
bridge Road, on the Thursday evenings of March 4, 11, 18
and 25. The first meeting will be addressed by Mr. E. T.
Bryant. Subject, “ Christianity and Civilization.” Ad-
mission is free; lecture commences at 7.30. We hope East
London Freethinkers will make it a point of attending,
and will bring some Christian friends along with them.

The ,meeting on “ Spain and the Church ” at the
Friends’ House, was well attended and enthusiastic.
Emma Goldman spoke of document after document com-
ing from the priesthood that she had herself seen, urging
flic occupants of large houses and palaces to help the
military conspiracy against the rabble, and suggesting
that something should be done on the lines of Germany
and Italy. 111 the Churches had been stored colossal
wealth, and in many ciises the Churches were turned into
arsenals, and the clergy themselves were combatants.
She spoke with eloquence of the historic role of the
Church in Spain. Spain had been a country’ of men
eminent in law, science and philosophy; a great example
to the rest of the world. Then came the Church of the
Inquisition, which, allied with despotism and autocracy’,
brought ruin to that civilization. = The Spanish people
had attempted to free themselves; men like Francisco
Ferrer had attempted to establish popular schools at the
price of their lives. It was the Church that had stood in
their way.

An interesting contrast to Emma Goldman was Ethel
Malinin, slight in figure, calm in diction, but just as
plainly animated by fair play and generous emotion. The
press of this country, she said, had agreed that Emma
Goldman did not exist. Too much truth had come from
her, and our press were not much interested in the truth
about Spain or truth of any kind.

The other speakers did well.- If at times they' left the
main theme, it was a stirring occasion, and digressions—
in a political atmosphere—were perhaps inevitable.
Fenner Brockway was an efficient chairman. Mr. J.
McGovern, M.P., spoke as a religious man who had in-
vestigated the facts on the spot. Captain J. R. White,
the son of the hero of Ladysmith, would have delighted
the late l.ord Birkenhead in his mastery of invective.
Captain  White had himself encountered the Infamous
Thing and knew that of which he spoke. All enthusi-
astic and unanimous audience contributed £80 towards
the help of the Government Forces in Spain. Nay, not
quite unanimous ! An idealist had been planted on each
side of the gallery to interject “ You're a liar,” now and
again. Thé story of Man’s Inhumanity to Man is always
a depressing one, and the audience seemed to be grateful

1for this little light relief.
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Some Notes on Peter Annet

Peter Annet was born at Liverpool in 1693—a year
before the birth of Voltaire. Although these two
great Deists lived in different countries, and under
different conditions, there is a remarkable resemblance
between them for classical knowledge, originality of
thought and view-points, and, especially, for the
brilliant wit and humour that flow, like sparkling
sunlit streams, through the fair fields of their works.

Peter Annet became a schoolmaster; he invented
and published a new system of shorthand, which ran
through three editions. Wheeler [B.D.F.] states
“ Priestley learnt it at school and corresponded with
Annet.”

Among other activities Annet did an amount of
public speaking, and his earliest pamphlet, published
in 1739, is entitled : “ Judging for Ourselves, or Free-
thinking the Great Duty of Religion, displayed in
two Lectures delivered at Plasterer’'s Hall, by P.A.,
Minister of the Gospel. His next work : The His-
tory of Joseph Considered by Mencius Philalethes,
was published in 1744, and is a masterly unmasking
of the character and career of that crafty Bible “ hero.”

In 1744 Anuet also published : The Conception of
Jesus as the Foundation of the Christian Religion Con-
sidered, “ in which,” states Wheeler, “ he boldly at-
tacks the doctrine of the Incarnation as ‘ a legend of
the Romanists.” ” | have not seen this work, but of
that which closely followed it, also in 1744, and ran
through three editions during that year, | possess
a copy. It is, The Resurrection of Jesus Considered,
in Answer to the Tryal of the Witnesses (Third
Edition, with great amendments, 1744). This work
was written to expose the fallacies in Bishop Sher-
lock’s Tryal of the Witnesses, and is a wonderfully
well-written achievement. This was followed by
The Resurrection Reconsidered, 1744, and The Sequel
of the Resurrection of Jesus Considered, and, lastly
on this subject : The Resurrection Defenders Stript
of All Defence; both these last-named appearing in
1745. All these original editions, as also Annet’'s
later works, I am proud to possess, and owe a deep
debt of gratitude to Mr. Ambrose G. Barker—who has
got together the largest collection of Paine literature
in this country— for the gift of them.

Peter Annet was the forerunner of Paine. In his
next treatise : An Examination of the History and
Character of Si. Paul, written in answer to Lyttelton,
“ he attacks the sincerity of the apostle to the Gen-
tiles,” writes Wheeler, “ and even questions the
authenticity of his Epistles. In Supernaturals Ex-
amined, 1747, he argues that all miracles arc incred-
ible.”

In 1749, Peter Annet, inspired by his own domestic
situation, published Social Bliss Considered, an
argument in favour of liberty of Divorce. He had, as
he allegorically explains, experienced Heaven with
his first wife, and, after her death, Hell with his
second, from whom he separated, but to whom be
was still legally fettered, and by whom he was abused,
traduced, and handicapped in nis career. Social
Bliss is a brilliantly written brochure, but extremely
bold and characteristically daringly challenging in its
ethics and expression. Even in our times “ Geoffrey
Mortimer ” has not equalled in audacity the “Polly
Baker Anecdotes ”—whether authentic or invented
by the author. We must remember Peter Annet
possessed a strongly-developed sense of humour, and
wit as spontaneous and as scintillating as Voltaire’s.

It was, however, bis periodical, The Free En-
quirer, of which nine numbers only were published,
dated October 17 to December 12, 1761, that brought
Peter Annet’'s name prominently before the public.
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In this paper lie vigorously penned a tremendous on-
slaught on the authenticity and credibility of the BiWwe
history. He proved the fallacy of the idea of divine
inspiration, uprooting some and rendering insectue
other foundations on which Christianity has built T
creeds. '

Consequently he was hauled before the courts, am
finally brought before the King’s Bench in d'c
Michaelmas Term of 1762 (or 1763; Leslie Stephen.
D.N.B.). He was tried for “ Blasphemous Libel,
the information stating that he had ridiculed the Holy
Scriptures in the Free Enquirer. For this he was
sentenced to suffer one month’s imprisonment in New-
gate—to stand twice in the Pillory—once at Charing
Cross and once at the Exchange with a label “ i'Q
Blasphemy ” attached to him—then to undergo a
year’s hard labour in Bridewell, and to find securities
for his good behaviour for the rest of his life. This
savage, vindictive and inhuman sentence was prQ"
nounced on Peter Annet, then in his 70th vyear,
by tbe professed followers of the “ meek and lowly
Jesus,” and they saw to it that it was rigidly enforced-

When his sentence expired he came out of prison
wrecked in bodily health, but his mind as clear, aid'l
and active as ever. He started a small school at Lam-
beth, which seems to have secured him a sufficiency
leisure and means to accomplish still something more
for the Cause so dear to his heart, for, in 1766, he
brought out A Collection of the Tracts of a Certain
Free Enquirer, noted by his Sufferings for h's
Opinions. In 176S he was engaged in preparing 1
volume of his Lectures for publication, but it seettiS
almost certain the issuing of the book was delayed by
his death on January 18, 1769. Anyway my copy °f
Lectures is printed as By the late Mr. Peter Annet,
corrected and revised by him just before his Death
London : Printed for the Booksellers, 1822.

We are greatly indebted to Richard Carlile for
printing and re-publishing Annet’s Free Inquirer in
1826, when it had a wide circulation.

Kij.a Twynam-

An Interview with the Living

God

SCENE. A sumptuously furnished suite at the Grand
Hotel Magnificent, London, II'.1. Seated at a large
writing desk in the centre of the sitting-room is the
Living God, a dapper little man who looks not unlike
Charlie Chaplin. A page boy ushers in the Inter-
viewer, who has been specially sent by all the com-
bined news-agencies of the world.

I he Living God: Don’t be shy. Come right in and
take a pew. Have a cigar? No? A cigarette them
Help yourself—the matches are at your elbow.

Interviewer'- Thank you. (He takes a cigarette
and lights up.)

L.G. ¢Now, Mr. Interviewer, what can | do for you?

l1é Let me come straight to the point, Mr. . er
ee .  Mr. ...er, excuse me, but | didn't quite
catch the name.

L.G.+ God—at your service.

/." Is that your real name? | mean, was that your
father’'s name, or did you assume it?

L.G. - It is the name given me by all English-
speaking people. The French call me Dieu, the
Germans Gotl, while in Islamic countries I am known
as Allah. Despite the variety, however, all the best
modern authorities agree that, no matter what I am
called, I am who I am.

/. % But V|'hat was ypur father’s name and nation-
ality ?
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E.G. «Since | was uncreated and have existed from
|lie beginning of time—which, incidentally, has 110
Zginning—how could | possibly have a father or a
nationality ?

E- Well then, what about your passport?

EG.- | don't possess Ollc. But what was the point

Which you said you would come straight to? We
semto have zig-zagged a little so far.
/.» Oh—ah—Ilet me see. Oh yes, | remember. Do

1 U claim to be human or divine?

, E.G.: Both—at the moment. To you | am human,
Jétas niy Sou was when 1 sent him here two thousand
Gars ago. To myself, of course, I am what | am.
Ft your questions suggest that your theological
Gaining has been neglected. Surely you must have
égegnmté),!d a good deal about me before you came to

E; I never even heard of you till three weeks ago.
E.G. That is strange. Do you not profess mono-

lI>eisin?

E; No. My profession is journalism.

E.G.: Yes, | know that. But | was referring to
lour religion. Are you not a tlieist?

E¢ God forbid! 1'm a Presbyterian.
ebI?'G': As a child, did your parents teach you

ut God ?

E - Of course they did.

E.G. ¢ Then you must have heard of me more than
NUee weeks ago.

Fbe God | was taught about wasn’t you !
, E.G.: is that so?  well, tell me what your God
ks like.

E- How should | know? 1I’'ve never seen him.

E.G. = Has anyone of your family or acquaintances
Svn him ?

E«“ No man hath seen God at any time.”

E.G,: That explains why you didn’t recognize me,
uoesTt it?

E-' Telial
| lUarv man.

E.g.: Dogmatic assertion is no answer to my ques-
jJOL  You forget that God was once made man, and

w people recognized him as God. History seems
O Ee repeating? itself.

E- All right. If you are God, what evidence can
' produce in sup]K>rt of your claim?

E-G.: The whole of Creation. It's marvellous
~Mgn, its glory and grandeur, all go to prove my

d»i. Don’t all your ministers say so?

E- Rubbish ! You never made Creation.

E.G.: Again 1 repeat, dogmatic assertion is 110
dus\ver to my question. If I, Almighty God, did not
'Uake the Universe, then who did ?

E ¢ The God 1 believe in—the God of the Bible.

E.G.: Then you believe in 1ic. | am the God of

le Bible. | defy you to prove the contrary.

, E: You can’t prove that you're the God of the
Bible.

E.G.: And you can’t prove that the God of the
1*He made Creation.

E¢Yes | can. It says so in the Bible.

E.G. ¢ It says that God made Creation, and | say
til:'t 1 am God.

E ¢ No, you’'re not.

E.G.; Prove it, then. | say that | am God, and
"'BEvil you ask me for evidence, | show you the evi-
*euce which all your clergy point to. Yet you refuse to
apcept that evidence and you refuse to believe my

in what respect does your God differ from
Ille? Has he ever produced any other evidence?

Er¥ Well, at least he performed miracles when he
'vas 04r earth.  You show me a miracle and I'll be-
Ic\Ve in you.

E.G.: Certainly; anything to oblige a Presbyterian
‘though 1 think the name Sceptic would lit better.

You're not God. You're just an or-
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Miracles are simple things. | perform them every
day. Your clergy are often in the habit of referring
to them. For example, there’s the miracle of wire-
less and of aviation. There are all the miracles of
Science. There’s the eternal miracle of the chang-
ing seasons, the beautiful sunsets, the . . .

I. (impatiently): Yes, yes—I've heard all that be-
fore. But | mean a proper miracle.

L.G.¢ Don’t you regard those as proper miracles?
Dear, dear! How tiresome your clergy must find
people like you. Of course | know that some people
say the Age of Miracles is over, and that | now
govern the Universe by immutable laws. But most
good Christians are loath to admit this, so they insist
upon the miraculous nature of almost any natural
phenomenon.  You, as a good Presbyterian, ought
to be satisfied with the miracles 1 have described,
seeing that your clergy are.

.41 don’t care. | want to see a proper miracle,
like the ones Jesus Christ performed. Then I'll be-
lieve in you.

L.G.: You are very kind. But tell me—have you
ever seen a proper miracle, as you call it?

l. ¢ Never.

L.G.: You have never seen your God or Jesus
Christ perform a proper miracle. You have never
even seen your God or Jesus Christ. Yet in spite of
tins lack of evidence, you believe in them. Really,
your faith is magnificent. | wouldn’t destroy it for
worlds !

1.4 You mean you won't perform a miracle.

L.G.: Why should I do more for you than your
faith has already demanded of your God?

I.: 1 knew you were a humbug.

L.G.: No more and no less so than your God. Has
lie ever done anything for you to prove his existence?
Does your God stop wars, or epidemics, or earth-
guakes, or unemployment ?

/< God’s ways are not our ways. His purposes
are hid from us, and we have no right to question his
methods.

L.G.: Well spoken!
words out of my mouth.
case .better.

I. ¥ Anyway, my God answers prayer.

L.G.: A simple matter. So do I.

/.. All right, then. You answer my request to
change all my . . .

L.G. ¢ Just a moment! You must treat me in the
same way as you treat your own God. Get down
QO your knees, close your eyes, fold your hands, bow
your head, then begin with “ O Almighty God,” and
end up properly as you were taught to do.

I. (wriggles uncomfortably and mutters to himself):
“ Dammit, this is a bit thick.” (But he does as he is
bid): O Almighty God, 1 pray thee to change all my
pound notes into hundred pound notes, for the sake of
Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.

L.G. ¢ Your prayer is answered.

I. (feeling in his pocket, extracts a one pound
note): You haven't done a thing, you . . . you . . .

L.G.: Hush, hush! Don’t blaspheme. Isn’t it
clear that you lacked faith? Put a little more faith
into it and try again. Or, as an alternative, try it
on your own God and see whether you get any better
results. You believe in him—so you say. He
answers prayer—so you say.

/. (angrily): I've had enough of this tomfoolery!

L.G. It is lucky for you that I am a merciful God,
or I might send you to Hell for your scandalously
irreligious demeanour towards your Maker.

/< Pah! I'm not afraid. Anyway, no good
Christian goes to Hell, as von ought to know.

L.G. ¢ Where do they’ go?

To Heaven, of course—as you ought to know.

You have taken the very
I could not have put my
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L.G. I Are you sure that you will go there too?

l. » Perfectly sure.

L.G.» That settles it, then. | abdicate!

L- Abdicate? What do you mean?

L.G.1 | shall swap Kingdoms with Satan. You
may now go and announce the fact in all your daily
and weekly rags. No one will believe you, so that
suits me down to the ground.

I. (picks up his hat and makes for the door) <1 don’t
find your humour amusing. Good-bye !

L.G. « Before you leave my presence allow me to
make up for your disappointment about the pound
notes. All you need to do is to treat me as you do
your own wonderful God. Just pray to me at any
time for anything you want. If you pray often
enough and vary your requests often enough, your
prayer is almost certain to be answered sooner or later.
You may then tell the world about it.  But if any
prayer remains unanswered, then you will know from
that fact alone that it was not my will to answer it.
You may then apologize to me for having the effront-
ery to pray for something contrary to my will and, of
course, contrary to your own best interests. And
don’t forget what you yourself said—you have no
right to question my methods.

(The Interviewer has already slammed the door
behind him.)

C. S. Fraser.

Masterpieces of Freethought

Force and Matter
By Ludwig Buchner
l.

Ai,thougn hundreds of books and pamphlets have put
the Freethought case against Christianity, it is a fact
that there are—or have been until recently—very few
which have put the case for Materialism in a clear
and uncompromising light. To say definitely that
there is nothing whatever supernatural in the Uni-
verse, that it is purely mechanistic, that there is no
“ directing Intelligence” (with a capital I, of course),
that the “ laws ” by which nature acts are absolutely
immutable, and have not been “ dictated by some
Lawgiver,” required a certain amount of courage. It
was far easier to say, “ We don’'t know,” and to take
up an “ Agnostic ” attitude than dogmatically to as-
sert a “ blatant ” Materialism.

The eighteenth century had produced The System
0) Nature, d’Holbach’s iconoclastic attack on all
supernaturalism; and there were also Lamettrie’s
equally destructive Man, a Machine, and Meslier’s
Good Sense. 111 addition, some of the scattered works
of Diderot show his uncompromising Atheism. But
Voltaire, latter opponent as lie was of Christianity,
never went as far as these contemporaries of his; he
would have preferred to invent a God rather than do
without one; and indeed, he remained a Tlieist
to the end of his life. In England, the principal at-
tacks on revealed religion came from Deists for the
most part. They seemed chary of going the “ whole
hog ”—though in some cases, they would have liked
to. But to deny God altogether was a very bold step;
it was far easier and safer to say that the word God
conveys no meaning, or that the Christian meanings
contradict themselves and so on. Most Atheists
nowadays find it just as easy to deny Jehovah, as
Osiris or Jupiter; 110 thunderbolt comes from heaven
in either case. But unbelievers in the past were not
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so fortunately placed as ourselves. The liberating &'
fluence of the great fighting Freethinkers had to take
time to work.

Among those who deserve our gratitude was the
simple-minded German doctor, Ludwig Buchner.
Born in 1524, he very early showed a capacity for ui-
dependent and acute thinking. He was lucky (if f
may say so) to be born in a clever family, as his father
was a physician and a Privy Councillor of Health)
and his brothers and sister all earned distinction 111
literature. At 24, Ludwig Buchner passed h's
medical examinations with honours, and thenceforth,
devoted himself both to medicine and writing, princi-
pally on materialistic philosophy.

It was in 1855 that his world-famous Matter and
Force was first published. It caused a sensation. Es
Materialism was so uncompromising, its presenta-
tion of that philosophy so clear and unequivocal,
attack on all forms of supernatural religion so deadly
and contemptuous, that orthodoxy took the greatest
alarm. It had reason. Not for a long time had such
an unanswerable onslaught been levelled at religion ul
general and the Christian in particular, from the purely
materialistic standpoint. It was one thing to attack
Christianity through the Bible. A damaging case
cau always be made against that book’s authenticity
and credibility.  But there was always “ God ” to
fall back upon. Moses may have been wrong in stat-
ing that the Universe was created in six days; so may
the other prophets and historians have been in error.
But this did not do away with the “ fact ” that there
must be “ something ” behind the wonderful order
found in nature. What or who was responsible for
the laws of nature—the marvellous mechanism, f°r
example, found in all living things? The Bible as a
Divine Revelation could be attacked, but there still
remained the problem of Theism.

It was, therefore, quite another thing to approach
the question as did Buchner. This was for the be-
liever a very dangerous attack, because “ God ” was
entirely eliminated. The approach, in fact, was by
way of “ experience ” and science.

Says Buchner :—

Science is not idealistic, nor spiritualistic, no'
materialistic, but simply natural; she seeks to learn
everywhere facts and tlieir logical corollaries, with-
out doing homage in advance to a system in this of
in that direction. Systems can generally include
not the whole, but only half the truth, and offer to
investigation certain hard and fast lines which, >'
its irresistible progress, it is compelled, or may h°
compelled, to overstep every moment. “ Science,”
says Grove, “ should have neither desires nor preju-
dices; truth should lie her sole aim.”

Buchner, it should be observed, did not care at ah
for the word “ Materialism.” It had too many wroi'S
connotations in his opinion, and misleading implica-
tions. But whether he liked it or not, the fact re-
mains that in the only consistent way in which the
word can be used, the only fair and just way, he was
a most courageous Materialist. lie did not claim that

everything ” could be explained away by reference
to “ matter ” alone, if by the word “ matter ” is
meant what Theists say it meant—or used to say it
meant. He, in fact, denied that there exists any
“ Materialism . . . which undertakes to explain ai'
the phenomena of existence by matter alone,” to use
his own words.

But Buchner, when he wrote his book, could not
foresee that in even what he would have called his en-
lightened age, the religious spirit could only attack
by foul vituperation and vilification He was forced
to resign his professorial chair at Tubingen at the out-
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S1J and go back to his native town and practise
1 Qlclue f°r a living; and he spent all his spare time
1} rePlying to his critics in succeeding editions of
Olce and Matter, which obtained a surprising suc-

7ess anMwas translated into most European languages,
languages.

~ he fourth English edition was a translation from
lle fifteenth German edition which had been en-
jdifted and revised by its author. Twenty-eight years
passed since the first German edition had been
‘ulished, and Buchner pointed out that “ many
n'iRs had changed since then, both in the intellectual
ail( 'he material worlds.” But as far as he was con-
fined, all the profound discoveries of science during
a time had only more strongly confirmed his original
'ews. As he insists:—e

fhe question whether the universe, as we see it, is
the result of regularly working forces, having a
causal connexion with each other, and therefore cap-
able of being understood by human reason, or whether
d is the work of an automatic, incomprehensible
being that admits of no recognition by the reason of
man, has long since been decided in favour of the
former alternative.  Every item of human know-
ledge, every page of practical experience, every con-
duest of science gives but this one answer and makes
the old theistic theory of the universe, which origi-
nated in the days when, mankind was still in its first
childhood, appear as a mere fable, engendered by
the reverie of past ages.

I" fact, Buchner pointed out with pride that the
Tocli-making Work Qf Lyell and Darwin, with
/hentific  discoveries, unknown or only partially
"lotvii in 1855, had in 1883 thoroughly confirmed the
"lain positions he had taken up when he first wrote
°rce and Matter. Of course, he was obliged to re-
|1%* certain chapters in the light of more modern
"owledge; and he omitted from his last edition many
., HEe polemical prefaces in which he used to answer
s °Pponents—whose arguments were, by then, as
' as, in most cases, they themselves were. As a
"latter of fact, Buchner presented many of his argu-
fy I8 in more permanent form in his subsequent
'*°hs and articles. These also had a wide circula-
101 and generous recognition.

f'orce and Matter is very clearly written, and iu-
tC(l, for a father abstruse subject, very fascin-
a'InK reading. Buchner produced his argument in
an interesting way; like Schopenhauer, and unlike
"any German philosophers, he is extremely readable.
"is was a crime to the religious mind. Paine was
"lifted because he made Biblical criticism, in the Age

Reason simple to the most unlettered man. And
uehuer, managed clearly and simply to put his argu-
ment so that almost anyone can understand him. He
"as never forgiven by the orthodox for that.

H. Cutnur.

flu the question of the existence and attributes of God,
fbe decision of the Greek mind was the absolute rejection
”f all anthropomorphic conceptions, even at the risk of
""countering the pressure.of the national superstition,
"f the all-powerful, all-perfect and eternal there can he
but one, for such attributes are absolutely opposed to
1'vthing like a participation, whether of a spiritual or
Material nature, and lienee the conclusion that the uni-
"eyse itself is God, and that all animate and inanimate
beings belong to his essence. ... It is conceivable that
(’°d may exist without the world, but it is inconceivable
‘sbat the world should exist without God. . . . God has
"f) relations to space and time. They are only the fictions
" our finite imagination.  This ultimate effort of the
"reek mind is Pantheism.—/. IF. Draper.
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Correspondence

A CORRECTION

To the Editor of the

”

“ Freethinker

Sir,—In the article, “ China Awakes,” there is an un-
fortunate error. In the last line of the second column,
“ evolutionary ” should be “ revolutionary.” It may be
due to my bad handwriting; but I translated as in the
Esperanto, the nature of the “ revolutionary ” being left
to the reader.

I would ask you to insert this correction, as | should
not like any reader, who had seen a copy of Chinio Hur-
las, to think that | had deliberately altered a word.

Athoso Zenoo.

NATURE NOTES

Sir,—Nicholas Mere, in his article, “ Nature Notes of a
Freethinker,” which appears in your current issue,
slips up badly when he says : “ The Juniper tree with its
gorgeous olive branches was studded with beautiful red
berries.” For the leaves of the tree are a silvery, grej’-
green, while its berries are a smokey-grey-blue. The
Yew is the tree he is thinking of.

Re “Dishwasher” as a Cornish name for the black and
white Wagtail, that name is in common use in Sussex.

Edward Payne.

WHY RELIGION ?

Sir ,— Robert Harding, Atheist, asks in the Freethinker
of December 20, 1936, “ What other English words ”
(than “ Religion ") carry the meanings of (1) “ a life
plan and ethic more sublime than even the most noble
. . . popular morality,” (2) “organization to (that) end,”
and (3) “a basic faith that the human virtues, if carried
(far enough) .. .would produce in augmented measure
(the most) felicitous results.”

May | suggest both the words “ philosophy ” and
“ ethics” for the first: the reference to his own word
“ organization ” with the alternative words “ society ”
and “ association,” duly qualified, foi the second: and,
for the third, a very considerable number of already fam-
iliar words now used, by different groups of people, to ex-
press precisely the hope there expressed. Among these,
the oldest is, perhaps, “ philosophical anarchy,” the
latest is “ Communism,” with varieties of “ Socialism ”
in between.

Matthew Arnold tried to make out a case for religion
as “ morality touched by emotion.” (Mr. Harding is
right enough in his claim for transferred meanings of
words. But with the world already filled, by institu-
tions, practices, dogmas, literature, and countless verbal
pretensions with Religion explicitly and consistently so-
called, I hardly see the advantage of tagging one more
meaning upon it—as preferable, say, to the choice of
“ axle grease” or “ incentive.” Why not use the words
we’'ve got?

After all, Religion in both its historical and its con-
temporary manifestations has implied the supernatural,
even specifically termed “ God ” as an essential.

Edward H. Davis.
Conn, U.S.A.

WHAT IS REALITY?

Sir— If analysed, we find that “ reality ” carries no
meaning with it beyond that which is real to humanity,
and is continuously unfolding itself before human re-
search. To read into the word the esoteric significance
of a reality which is ultimate and transcendental, is a
flight of imagination of the same type as that which
peoples the universe with gods, goddesses and devils. It
is “ chasing the shadows ” reflected by language suited
only for the uses which evolved it and to which we put
it.

Ultimate reality, corresponding to some extent to the
.philosophers much discussed (since Kant) “lthing-in-
itself which lies beyond the appearance of sense,” is in
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its essence as much a creation ol the mind as the dogma
of religion.

In his essay on Hume, T. H. Huxley writes : “ if
the details of Kant’s criticism differ from those of Hume,
they coincide with them in their main result, which is the
limitation of all knowledge of reality to the world of phen-
omena revealed to us by experience.”

Maud .Simon.

Branch News
WEST HAIM BRANCH

The February meeting of the West Ham Branch was the
Annual Meeting; and a considerable number of members
were present. The Secretary, Mr. F. G. Warner, gave a
good report of the year’s work. Financially, a somewhat
bigger balance at the end of the year; and with a gain of
some new members. In spite of bad weather, the sum-
mer propaganda had been good, and also the sale of
literature.

The officers were re-elected : President, Mr. H. S. Wis-
hart; Vice-President, Mrs. E. Venton; Secretary, Mr.
F. G. Warner; Literature, Mrs. Warner; and auditors,
Messrs. Venton and Dowsou. Several members reported
successes in the Freethinker circulation effort, the Paine
Freethinker, Age of Reason, and other pamphlets.

The Branch congratulated the Editor on the way in
which he had dealt with the King business; and hoped
this could be put in pamphlet form.

Great appreciation was expressed for the devoted work
of Mr. and Mrs. F. G. Warner, over a period of years,
which had contributed so much to the maintenance of the
Branch.

IP. WISHART.

National Secular Society

Report oe Executive Meeting heed February iS, 1937.

The President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, in the chair.

Also present : Messrs. Rosetti (A. C.), Clifton, Sapliiu,
Tuson, Silvester, Easterbrook, Ebury, Preece, Elstob,
Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Quinton, Junr., and the Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. Monthly
Financial Statement presented.

New members were admitted to Liverpool, Birkenhead,
Kingston, Bradford, Sunderland, Glasgow, North London
Branches, and the Parent Society.

Details and correspondence concerning the Thomas
Paine Bi-Centenary, Plymouth, Bradford, Edinburgh,
West London Branches, International Union of Free-
thought .Societies, Peace and Friendship with U.S.S.R.
Congress were dealt with and instructions given. Ol1 the
voting by the Branches it was declared the Annual Con-
ference for 1937 would be held in Liverpool. It was
agreed to continue the arrangements with Mr. G. White-
head for the summer season.

Charles Bradlaugh’s desk, presented to the Executive
by Mr. A. Bonner, is now in the offices of the Society, and
instructions were given for appreciative thanks to be
sent to the donor.

The next meeting of the Executive was fixed for Thurs-
day, March iS, and the proceedings closed.

R. Il. Rosetti,
General Secretary.

Religion lias ever filled the mind of man with darkness,
and kept him in ignorance of his real duties and true
interests. It is only by dispelling the clouds and phan-
toms of Religion, that we shall discover the sources of
Truth, Reason, and Morality, and the real motives that
should incline us to Virtue. Religion diverts us from
the causes of our evils, and from the remedies which
nature prescribes; far from curing it only aggravates,
multiplies and perpetuates them.—Meslier.
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SUNDAY LECTUBE NOTICES,

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C-4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will riot 5*
inserted.

LONDON
OUTDOOB

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hab¥
stead) : 11.30, Mr. L. Ebury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3.30, Sunday
Messrs. Bryant, Evans, Barnes and Tuson. Freethinker @’
sale at Kiosk. Should be ordered in advance to avoid d'5
appointment. Freethinker and Spain and the Church D
sale outside the Park gates.

K ingston-on-Thames Branch (17 Grange Road, Kingston-
on- Thammes,) : 80, each Thursday evening, lectures, discus-
sions, etc.

indoor

Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch N.S.S. (Bethnal
Green Public Library, Cambridge Road, 1i.2) : 7.30, Thurs-

day, March 4, Mr. K. T. Bryant—" Christianity and Civil-
ization.”

North London Branch N.S.S. (The Primrose Restaurant,
66, Heath Street, Plampstead, N.W.3, one minute fro®
Hampstead Underground Station) : 7.30, Mr. R. B. Kdr

éI_Editor The New Generation)—" Fascism, Imperialism
irth-Control.”

South London Branch N.S.S. (Alexandra Hotel, South
Side, Clapham Common, S.W.4, opposite Clapham Common
Underground Station) : 7.30, A Lecture.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, W.C.i) : 110, Professor T. H. Pear, M.A., B.Sc.™
“ The Study of Personal Relationship.”

West London Branch N.S.S. (The Laurie Arms, Crawford
Place, Edgware Road, W.) : 7.30, Debate—" Has the Idea of
God Proved Beneficial to Human Progress?” Affir.: MisS
O. Levertoff. Ncg.: Mr. G. Bedborough N.S.S.

COUNTRY
indoor.

Bedlington (Co-operative Hall) : 7.i5> Thursday, March 4>
Mr. J. T. Brighton—" Blood and Fire Brigades.”

Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. (Beechcroft Settle-
ment, Whetstone Lane) : 80, Saturday, February 27, Social
evening. 1,ckets 6d. each. Refreshments. All member5
and sympathizers assured of a welcome.

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (Shakespeare Rooms, Edmund
Street) : 7.0, Mr. T. G. Millington—" A Freethinker’s PlacC
in Politics.” Owing to Mr. Millington’s indisposition, Mr'
Cottinghain will deputize for him.

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Laycock’s Cafe, Kirkgate, en'

trance via passage facing Burtons) : 7.15, Mr. A. E. Bevan-".
“ Freedom.”

East Lancashire Rationalist Association (28 Bridge
Street, Burnley) : 230, Mr. Herbert P. Turner (Burnley)—
“ How God Grew Up."

Glasgow Secular Society (East Hall, McLellan Galleries,
Sauehiehall Street, Glasgow) : 7.0, Mr. James McLintock
(Secretary Vegetarian Society)—* The Ethics of Diet.”

Society (Secular llall, Humberstoi®
Charles Bradlaugh Bonner—* Thomsb5

Leicester Secular

Gate) : 630, Mr.
Paine.”

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Pieton llall, Liverpool) : 7.0
Mr. Chapman Cohen ” Paine the Pioneer : The Man who

Shook the World.” Doors open 6.30. Reserved seats 15
Admission free.
Sunderland Branch N.S.S. Greet'

(Co-operative Hall,
Street) : 7.0, A Lecture.

) BRADLAUGH AND INGERSOLL ]
| CHAPMAI\’IBCOHEN f
| Price 23. 6d. Postage 3d. «
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humanity AND
WAR

By

CHAPMAN COHEN

Forty pages, with cover.  Threepence,
postage id. extra. This is a Freethinker’s
view of the whole subject of war, fearlessly
and simply expressed. In order to assist
in its circulation eight copies will be sent
for Two Shillings postage paid. Terms
for larger quantities on application.

Send at once for a Supply

Issued for the Secular Society, Limited, by

the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., E.C.4
LONDON
>*li-~N],-wtrM

| \BIBLE ROMANCES

j
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THE FREETHINKER

I 220 pages of Wit and Wisdom

i

By G. W. Foote

The Bible Romances is an illustration of G. W-
Foote at his best. It is profound without being

dull, witty without being shallow; and is as
indispensible to the Freethinker as it the
Bible Handbooks

Price 2/6  Postage 3d.

Well printed and well bound.

Ths Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

The Bible and Prohibition.
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[BIBLE AND BEER]

| Christianity & Civilization|
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~ Chapter from “ The History of the Intellectual
Development of Europe."”

By Prof. J.W. DRAPER.
Price-TWOPENOE. Postage 4d
fBi Pioneer Puss, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.

SEX EDUCATION CENTRE

UNITY THEATRE CLUB,
W.C.i

Britannia Street, King’s Cross,

Monday, March 8th at 7.30
ABORTION LAW REFORM

(Speakers: Alice Jenkins, Janet Ciianci;

—

LUhwanted children

Admission 6d.

]
]
(
\
)

v~k

a Civilized Community thare should bo no

UNWANTED Children.

Abridged List (16 pages) of Birth Control Requisites

and Books sent post free for a stamp.

HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks

MSTAILISHKD NEARLY HALF A CINTURY

|
\

et

*

(

By G. W. FOOTE.

and Christian opinion to the Drink Question.
Price - Twopence. By Post 3d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

The Crucifixion and Resurrection

of Jesus
A%
W. 1. CAMPBELL
Cloth as. Postage ad.
a'wa

A careful examination of the Relation of the Bible j

1
I
1
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' ARMS AND THE CLERGY I

GEORGE BEDBOROUGH

Cloth, ¢Ut, by post 2i. 3d.]

The
61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4

Pioneer Press,
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The BooJ™» That Shook The Churches

The Age Of Reason

THOMAS PAINE

With Critical

Introduction by CHAPMAN COHEN

For more than Thirty Years Men and Women went to prison to vindicate the right to
publish and circulate this hook

This is a complete edition of Paine’s immortal work, and covers, with introduction (44 pages), 250
Bages of close type, well printed on good paper with portrait cover. Price 4d., postage 2jd,, or stroDgly
ound in cloth with portrait on plate paper, is. 6d., postage 3d.

This is the cheapest work ever published in the history of the Freethought Movement.

No other

book ever shook the Churches so thoroughly, and its wide circulation to-day will repeat the effect it pro-

duced more than a century ago.

It is simple enough for a child and profound enough for a philosopher.

Paine’s book appealed to the people in 1794 ; it appeals to the public to day.
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AN ORATION ON
i THOMAS PAINE

One of the most eloquent
tributes to the greatness
of Thomas Paine

Price 2d. Postage $d.
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MOTHER OF GOD !

G. W. FOOTE |
Post Free 1 2jd.

History oi the Conflict Between )
Religion and Science
BY
Prof. J. W. DRAPER
Postage 4id.

Price 2s.

TO LONDON FREETHINKERS

Wiu, the members of the N.S.S. and its BrancheSi
who are in favour of the proposal to form a Clubi
as a Social and Educational Centre in London,
please communicate with the Secretary of the West
London Branch, N.S.S.

If sufficient support is forthcoming a meeting
will be arranged to discuss the details of the pro-
posal, and will be announced in the Freethinker.

C. Tuson, lion. Secretary,
West London Branch N.S.S.
13 Portland Road,
Holland Park, W.11.
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