
GEORGE BERNARD SHAW AND THE BIBLE

THE :<er
• EDITED ly CHAPMAN COHEN •

—  Founded  ¡881 —

> •  LVI.— No. 44 Sunday, November i , 1936 Price T hreepence

P R I N C I P A L  C O N T E N T S
__  Page

r'eorge Bernard, Shaw and the-Bible-The Editor - 6S9 

lllc beginning of the End— Mimnennus - 691

ln Epoch in English History— T. F. Palmer - - 692

11 ,ll,m  Tyndale and the Bible—IL Cutner - - - 693

lhc '¡’ext of the Egyptian Mysteries—Jack Lindsay - 69S 

Atonality and Internationalism—Austen Verney - joo 

0,11 Belief to Reason—Norman Charlton - ~01

Acid Drops, To Correspondents, Sugar Plums,
Letters to the Editor, etc.

Views and Opinions

^eorge Bernard Shaw and the B ib l e

^ hrsou, said that the hardest thing in the world is 
0 kill a lie. It will get all round the town while 
Ultl1 is putting her boots on. I agree that a he is 
try hard to kill, but there is one thing that is still 
'.'°re tenacious of life. This is a religious supersti- 
'°11- It travels more rapidly than a lie, is muchh;andier

alii aI assuming disguises, and its vitality is 
(jt °s*: heyond belief. In the first place no great 
I1T,. c °1 intelligence is required for its acceptance. 
Rene'0 Seco,1(l place, it usually falls into line with the 
jjefs raI body of established and institutionalized be- 
0f 1 It therefore captures all the fools at one end 
tn<l IC ScaIe> aH the self-interested ones at the other 
hy.’ a,lĉ  aH the lazy and shiftless mentalities in-be- 
ail(j U- The sticklers for truth and accuracy are few, 
k-i f ' 1'* as helpless as a crowd of “  uncivilized ” 
air * C’ exPosed to the operations of the heroes of the 
hjn'i are dropping bombs,on them. A lie is 
w °thing that is intended to deceive, but a supersti- 

l!) not so much an invention as a growth, and as 
so tasi'y assimilates itself to its environment is not 

^Usceptible as a lie to logical disproof.
C()l) ln°ng the superstitions current in this Christian 
k nTy 0f ours, there is one— not so ancient— that is 

Prevalent. This is the belief that English litera­
ls e owes a great debt to our English Bible. Some- 
tli/ l̂e Ihble lias to be kept to the front, and when 
0 religious argument grows thin a non-religious 

, niay serve. I don’t know who it was who first 
Cl!)'0 this discovery concerning the Bible, but it 
j,. ,>s up in all sorts of places, it is used by all sorts of 
IIT'e, and the inference appears to be that while 
,,e Bible may have no religious value, while some

V«tv kT  “ “l'v .(]; y Pad teachings are derived from it, somehow or
°ther it must be kept to the front and given a.  * A V— A I t  1111131. A V \_ j /A  AW U 1V  --------

J l,e that is not possessed by any other book. Th

Hi
T  of the Bible as literature serves as well as any-
"'g for this purpose, although it is a plea that

might as well be offered on behalf of other books. 
When the real reason for maintaining the Bible in a 
privileged position no longer carries weight, and 
while it still involves certain social penalties openly 
to discard the Bible, the plea that the Bible is of im­
mense value to an understanding of English litera­
ture suits the unbeliever who hesitates to let his 
opinions be known in all their fulness; it satifies the 
Christian when nothing else can be obtained regard­
ing his fetish-book, while it gives the word-snatching 
journalist an air of scholarship when he rolls off the 
cliche that the Bible is a “ well of English undefiled.”  
It would be interesting to take haphazard a dozen 
men and women and find out in what they consider 
lie the literary beauties of the Bible. I once tried 
it on a chance acquaintance. He gave me the ten 
commandments.

* * *

L i t e r a t u r e  a n d  t h e  B ib le

Mr. G. Bernard Shaw, the other day, gave an ad­
dress to an audience chiefly interested in literature. 
In the course of his speech he said : —

Shakespeare’s language is to a great extent a dead 
language. I understand the Elizabethan speech be­
cause I was brought up on the Bible.

I am not quite certain just what Mr. Shaw meant his 
hearers to understand by this. He might have meant 
that the language of the Bible is a dead language. 
I would agree with this— the reason will appear 
presently— but I cannot agree that the language of 
Shakespeare is a dead language, and in any case it 
is not so completely dead as is the language of the 
Bible. There is no greater difficulty in reading Shake­
speare than there is in reading some of the late eight­
eenth century writers. He is not overladen with pro­
vincialisms, and he is not “  slangy.”  But the Bible 
language is actually a dead language, and has been 
dead from the beginning. It was never a living 
language in the sense of one that grows and prolifer­
ates, as every living language does. From the very 
beginning, as everyone will see who examines the 
various translations, the Bible language was fixed. 
It is this that completely knocks the bottom out of 
the cant remark that English literature owes a great 
debt to the Bible. It owes nothing of the kind. It 
is not the Bible that has enriched English language 
and literature. The boot is on the other foot.

But I think we may take Mr. Shaw to mean that 
the Elizabethan language, as represented in the writ­
ings that have come down to us, and we have no 
other material on which to form a judgment, is the 
same, language that meets us in the Bible. And if by 
the Elizabethan language is meant that which was 
written and spoken by those who lived during the 
period known as “  Elizabethan,” then it is simply 
not true that the Bible language and the Elizabethan 
language are the same. Anyone with the slightest
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ear for cadence and rhythm and an eye for structure, 
can at once tell they are not. Mr. Shaw is voicing 
a very vulgar superstition. Bible English has all the 
marks of a priestly “  lingo,” one that is reserved for 
a special and a “  sacred ”  purpose. There is a 
lingering of this in the reservation of a special 
language, and the use of a special intonation in the 
language of prayer and church services. From the 
first the translations made of parts of the Old and 
New Testaments had these special qualities. It was 
a fixed language, subject only to such modifications 
as the genius of individual translators imposed upon 
it, But from the first it followed a definite and a 
fixed line. It has had the rigidity which is the out­
ward sign of death. In the translation of 1611, the 
authorized version, every effort was made to prevent 
the language of the translation taking on the char­
acter of the current tongue. The translators were 
instructed to depart as little as possible from the 
translations of previous times as possible. That the 
Bible was translated into English, a form of English, 
is undeniable, but that the English of the Bible was 
not the English of the Elizabethan language is quite 
clear to anyone who has a knowledge of the writers 
of that period. Freethinkers who have followed the 
lead of those who were afraid of throwing away too 
much of the current creed, have simply been giving 
us an intelligent repetition of a fable.

* * *
The Test of Facts

If Mr. Shaw, or anyone else, doubts the truth of 
what I have said, they may very easily put the
matter to the test----- that is, if they have any literary
taste or ear worth bothering about. Attached to the 
1611 authorized version is an address to that “  Most 
High and Mighty Prince,”  King James. The ad­
dress is written by the men who were responsible for 
the translation of the Bible. They were scholars, 
men who were in the habit of using English for both 
speaking and writing. They used in their address 
the kind of language they wrote and spoke, and it is 
plainly and unmistakably not the English of the 
Bible. They wrote as they spoke; it was Elizabethan 
English, it was not Bible English; that was a language 
which the English people neither wrote nor spoke.

Here is another piece of evidence. In 1562 there 
was published “  Certain Sermons or Homilies ap­
pointed to be read in Churches.”  It was published 
by order of the Queen and her Council. In 1562, 
mark, the time of Queen Elizabeth. These sermons 
are fine examples of virile, nervous English. (I would 
like to take some of our modem well-known journal­
ists and compel them to read them daily for a year 
on end). They were intended to be read to the 
Church congregations, not particularly to the “  com­
mon people” (they had not emerged) but to the better 
placed and better educated classes. These sermons 
are in the Elizabethan language; they are not in 
the language of the Bible. They are distinct in style 
and form. Let anyone who prates about the Bible 
being Elizabethan English, or a “  well of English 
undefiled,”  sit down and read the preface to the 
Bible and half a dozen of the Homilies, and compare 
them with the Bible. He will have to be either desti­
tute pf “  ear,”  or his ears must be generously elon­
gated if he fails to recognize that in the two sets of 
reading he is dealing with two different tongues. 
The one is a language fixed with the rigidity of a re­
ligious ritual, impressive in its way, and with a 
dramatic force here and there derived from the 
genius of the translators. The other is a language 
pulsating with life, adaptive to every phase of human 
passion and feeling, fixing its roots in the past, 
taking its nurture from the present, and holding out 
infinite promise for the future.

atfJ M l poiTnt t0 which I invite Mr. Shaw’s serious 
writer«011 *  a Tiah'fied reader turn to such 
GreenS \te , pencer> K yd, Raleigh, Peele, Sydney, 
score V,f ar ° 've’ Nash, Drayton, Shakespeare, and a 
school r 1,erS’ aP belonging to the Elizabethan 
in theY*110. 1 1Cn S6e ^  be can find any of their styles 
likens« :iI1ffl,affe ° f  the Bible, or if he can trace any 
OuoteHo rWeeU thdr bb'Sb'sh and that of the Bible. 
,iu m Y Y iY  10111 tPe Bible, yes, but these are far out-
other writers qilotationT and references to pagan and 
its mn-n  ̂ Genius lays all nature under levy f°r 
Bible 00 f 11̂  ffenius took a quotation from the
Eurinirl 1 ° Y  words and phrases from Horace, and 
writers U vy ’ ° vid and ot1,er non-Christian
from Y  rPaCe permitted, I could print specimens 
same ton?6 f  th° Writers named, and then take the 
little « T  W16n dealt with in the Bible and show how 
was m  S£' me-in ’ad to Iearn from it where literature 
Z v  wT ! rued- Whenever I hear a man, particu- 
the Kiip-iY Y -Y  a professed unbeliever, talking about 
I fe e l S  u i 6 35 a “  we]1 ^  English undefiled,” 
there „„H11 ‘ ,t0 tie.him in a chair and keep him
the masters10 f Y '1 ?.to ir*dicate just where and when

'Ton the Bible fo r th e t  work. ^  ^

posed oYlm ifr  IY R'lish undefiled!”  The Bible com- 
either the * za ,e ian English ! Such expressions are 
S  of thePd l UCtte0f UI erary W m c e ,  £  all indie*
it has taken root”  7  ° f  removinff a superstition once

A Fetish. Book ,
Not only is it true that the Bible does not repre^Y 

the vernacular of any one age, but it would, have  ̂
troyed its character as a sacred book had it been 
translated. Nor did the Bible enrich the Eng 1 ^ 
language as did Shakespeare. What it did was, ^  
most to preserve a number of archaic words a 
terms, which because they were archaic, took 09 ̂  
sacred character to the ignorant. If Shakespeare 
been given the task of translating the Bible he wo' 
have made it far more poetical than it is, and W°  ̂
have shown a greater knowledge of the springs 
human action. If Ben Jonson had been given the t9* 
he would have turned out a more rousing book • 
the Bible now is, but it would have lost its fetish's 
character. The Bible as a store of pure or pow'e' 
English is sheer superstition. And definitely to ^ 
it Elizabethan English, shows a strange want 
acquaintance with the Elizabethan writers.

The truth is that the English of the Bible began 
a specific variation from the time when parts of 
Bible were first translated. Its form was fixed Jf 
then onward, subject to such modifications 
could not be avoided. Bible English and sp0''^  
and written English represent the two lines of 9 
angle, which, starting from the same point, shoW ‘ 
greater divergence the farther they extend.
Bible was a fetish-book, and the law governing eVC , 
fetish, from the fee-fo-fi-fum and fetishistic ceren'0 • 
of childhood, to the cathedral service, is that it in

as

list

remain unchanged. The great Elizabethans 
to the Bible nothing of a vital nature. It is true th9 
with the advent of Puritanism to power Bible teIi' 
and Bible names grew common, although not so co"j 
mon as some writers would have us believe. But fh'5 
was because the Puritan quarrel centred round rC 
ligion, and religions phrases were part of die 
war material. And with the advent of Puritanism 
richness of the Elizabethan times underwent a raP'° 
change for the worse.

So if Mr. Shaw can understand the Elizabeths9 
language because he uses the Bible as a key, he hs-s
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done something that is equal to opening a j
with an old-fashioned street-door key. _ At am 
could not pass the opportunity of trying o _
superstition that English literature is un er 
ticular debt to the Bible. I b e lie f  A e r a ^  
and life does owe something to the 1 c> , 
another story, and when I tell it I  ^ a ll be sur 
Prised if Christians rush to thank me for my ■

Chapman Cohen.

The Beginning of the End

“ Our reformers knock off the head of Jupiter, but 
they leave the orb and sceptre.” —Landor.

“ Of what use are the Bishops in the House ot 
Lords?”—Lord Shaftesbury.

r is useless to close our eyes to the fact that a silent 
'ntellectual movement is at work among us, question- 
!1,R and even undermining the authority of institu- 
i'̂ ns and opinions that seemed to an earlier genera- 
llon more lasting than stone. There is probably no 
°ne W'lio is not surprised, if he seriously reflects,  ̂ that 
i’cople once implicitly believed in the literal inter­
pretation and divine origin of the Christian Bible.

'us book, to-day, is no longer regarded by anybody, 
excePt a handful of the backwoodsmen of Faith, 
With the old blind credulity. Its alleged facts are 
now seen to be legendary, and the theories and dog- 
lnas built upon these foundations are mined, not only 

professors writing for the select few, but by Free- 
unkers addressing the multitude.
Our forefathers, even as late as the Victorian b.ia, 

"ere hidebound in their theology. When Macaulay 
"'sited Edinburgh to address his constituents on 
J~°rn Raws, Sugar Duties, and the Eastern Question, 
le Was met by fatuous questions, such as : “  Yes, 
: Ir- Macaulay, that is all very well for a statesman,bin- — 1yi. , —•ft — ~ • — j "  —  ~  ...... ........ ..
Ch--W - t becomes of the headship of Our Lord Jesus 

an anaesthetic in cases of childbirth, some of the
as fist ?” Even when chloroform was first introduced

j Protested against such an infidel attempt at 
|.i<J1 ference with " G o d ’s ”  primal curse on man- 
j(lll(b In the closing years of this Victorian period 
p ." ‘ls possible for a Liberal Prime Minister, such as 
j, '"'stone, to write a defence of this Bible bearing 
<jle '"genuous title, The Impregnable Rock of Holy 

pture. Most of all, the discussion of the
'̂ristian Religion was still an important feature in 

U\- Ŝ ra':a °I society, not merely in the contest be- 
ên High and Low Churchmen, Anglo-Catholics 

-I Evangelicals, Unitarians and Trinitarians, but in 
divergent direction of the Moody and Sankey re- 

lvals, ant] the triumphant reigns of Dr. Parker and 
rimrgeon, whose temples were regarded as the sights 

London no less than Mdme. Tussaud’s Waxworks, 
Zoological Gardens, and the Tower.

] Meanwhile, the Christian Religion recedes, and it 
0X68 size and lustre as we get further and further 

| "ay from it. When organized Freethought began 
act in urgent and direct action against clerical 

;'Pth°rity, the old order received its notice to quit, 
'at was some years ago, but the change is not by 

means complete. Why is it that the Christian 
' "Perstition takes such a long time to die? The 
apswer plucks the heart from Priestcraft, and ex- 
1 "ms so much that was hitherto hidden from sight.

Hot only has the Christian Religion, in this 
Cn'mtry, the continued support of the State, but its 
')r'ests control mountains of money, and still have 
bovver in national education. Freethought lecturers 
ai'fi writers may convert a few thousand men and 
"omen, but all this time there is a continuous flow of 
•'°Ung people from the schools who have been taught

to believe the Christian Bible, and to treat the clergy 
with the utmost respect. Whatever private opinions 
school-teachers and University professors may hold, 
they must pay outward respect to the Christian 
Superstition, or be dismissed from their positions. 
In other words, Priestcraft still possesses the power 
of the purse-strings. Years ago, secular education 
was a plank in the old Radical Party’s programme, 
but since the advent of the Labour Party this has 
been very quietly dropped out of sight. This is not 
due to the fact that the Labour leaders are all 
Christian, but simply that, in their desire for power, 
they are constantly pursuing the Nonconformist 
voters. It would never do to annoy these voters by 
being boldly honest in such a matter as religion. 
The clergy are not honest, and the politicians are not 
above the flattery of imitation, especially when it 
concerns their bread and butter. Hence so many 
tame Labour leaders turn Christian for half an hour 
at Pleasant Sunday Afternoon meetings and other 
gatherings of the intellectually lost.

Not only secular education, but the disestablish­
ment and disendowinent of this State Church 
should be in the Labour Party’s programme. These 
things are necessary if the democratic ideals are to be 
brought within the realm of reality. For the State 
Church is no more in sympathy with Democracy than 
the Romish hierarchy, which is the hereditary enemy 
of progress. The official Prayer Book, and the 
“  Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion,”  to which every 
Anglican priest must subscribe, prove it beyond cavil 
and dispute. Such a body, with its sixteen thousand 
priests, and its millions of money, combined with its 
clutch on its own catspaws, is a power to be reckoned 
with.

Consider what this precious Anglican Church 
stands for. It teaches that all who do not belong to it 
are damned and doomed to eternal punishment. It 
teaches that its priests, from the greenest curate to 
the two archbishops, are a sacred caste apart from 
their fellow-men. It teaches that the monarch is 
god-appointed, and, in addition, is the head of 
Christ’s Church. It has forms of prayer begging for 
rain and for fine weather, and prayers for individual 
members of royalty. In plain English, it represents 
Feudalism pure and simple, and has nothing what­
ever to do with twentieth century ideals. If there is 
to be any betterment in the society of the future, and 
it is to be a real advance on the bad, old days, it 
must, at least, insist emphatically upon human liberty 
and brotherhood, and reject altogether the savage 
ideas of the fall of man and his subsequent damna­
tion. Take away the present State-support of this 
most reactionary church and it totters to its fall, but 
take from it those very substantial emoluments which 
the priests seized in the Ages of Faith and it must 
take a modest place alongside the numerous other 
Christian bodies in the country. It is nothing but 
money that constitutes the power of these priests, for 
with it they always find a supply of men who are will­
ing to prostitute their intellects for a consideration. 
A  French officer was reviewing some Algerian troops 
when he noticed a gigantic black trooper with his 
breast covered with religious emblems. He asked 
what it all meant. The soldier replied with a grin, 
“  More religion, more coffee, sir.”  There are 
many men in England with no more ethical scruples 
than that black soldier, and with far less reason.

Everything eventually crumbles which is not true, 
and the Christian Superstition is crumbling. Never 
was there so little religion, never so much Secularism, 
as at the present time. Never have men attended 
places of worship so little, never have they attended 
more to social activities for the amelioration of
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human suffering. Christianity is in the melting-pot, 
and Secularism is slowly permeating everywhere. 
The Christian Religion no longer satisfies, for no 
faith can satisfy which is found out. Men and 
women, nowadays, do not accept so readily, upon 
mere blind trust, the religious misconceptions of their 
remote and ignorant ancestors. Over the pulpits of 
the fast-emptying places of worship is inscribed : 
“  To the glory of Cod,” which, translated into plain 
speech, means the triumph of the priesthood. That 
is the voice of the past, even of the remote past. 
Secularism sounds the vibrant and triumphant note 
of the future : “  To the service of man.”  Based on 
fables, supported by dead men’s money, trading on 
ignorance, the Christian Religion at length finds the 
conscience of the nation steadily rising above and be­
yond it. Believing in reason, and having faith in 
the progress of humanity towards perfection, and 
labouring for that end, are we reformers to be frus­
trated by the Black Army of Anglican priests in 
every effort after a juster and better order of society? 
The idea of ecclesiastical reform is no novelty, for 
former Governments disestablished the Irish and the 
Welsh Churches. Out of the dust and heat of 
present-day politics it may be that the cool courage of 
our ancestors will emerge again, that superb audacity 
that marches against the enemy and breaks the line 
or is broken in the attempt.

M i m n e r m u s .

An Epoch in English History

T he legal rights and liberties of the English people 
repose on Magna Charta, the Petition, and the Bill of 
Rights. These celebrated political documents con­
stitute outstanding landmarks in national Constitu­
tional History. Yet these precepts, whether of the 
thirteenth or seventeenth century, profess to estab­
lish nothing of a novel character, for they simply ex­
press rights and liberties of ancient standing, which 
had been abrogated by the illegal encroachments of 
the ruling class. Indeed, in every age or clime, con­
stant vigilance has been, and is, the sole safeguard of 
freedom.

The Great Charter has been termed a treaty of 
peace between the King and his subjects in arms. 
Green, the historian, describes John as “  the ablest 
and most ruthless of the Angevins,”  but several 
events conspired to weaken the regal power. King 
John’s defeats in Normandy, with its severance from 
the English Crown, constrained the barons to devote 
their attention to domestic affairs and their sym­
pathies became more largely English, with the result 
that they extensively sided with the nation in its con­
flict with the King. Also, a considerable percentage 
of the baronage was of recent creation and was much 
less Norman in outlook and interest than in 
earlier reigns.

Macaulay’s assertion that “  the talents and even 
the virtues of England’s first six French Kings were 
a curse to her ”  may be far too sweeping. But one can 
assent to his statement that “ The follies and vices 
of the seventh were her salvation. . . . John was 
driven from Normandy. The Norman nobles were 
compelled to make their election between the island 
and the Continent. Shut up by the sea with the 
people whom they had hitherto oppressed and des­
pised, they gradually came to regard England as their 
country, and the English as their countrymen.”

Whether John was as black as he is painted is per- 
haps an open question, and Hume hints that Eack- 
land’s character has suffered from clerical vilifica­

tion. For this overbearing ruler rode roug 
over the clergy and laity alike. And great wa-' .
influence of the prelates in that intensely  ̂sllIf . .  
tious age, especially that of Canterbury s 
bishop. There occurred a vacancy in tie a 
iepiscopal see and John, quite legally, if unvvi 
directed the election of the Bishop of Norwic 1 °' 
Primacy, while the Canterbury clergy c '̂°Se f rre(\ 
sub-prior. Then the disputed election was re e 
to the Pope who grimly nullified both elections ^ 
appointed Stephen Laugton as Archbishop nlUC 1 
the Holy Father’s later annoyance.  ̂ ,,s

John refused to acknowledge Pope Eu*0̂ ^  
choice, so the imperious Pontiff placed the _
under interdict in 1208. All public worship was  ̂
pended, the church bells were unrung and tie ^  
remained unburied. Still, the undaunted Kmg  ̂ ^ 
fused to submit; was excommunicated in 1209 a 
lie still found friends and could rely on his me 
ary soldiers, the Vicar of Christ actually depose 
stubborn monarch in 1212.

The Pope was Innocent in name only, and he 
deputed the French King to seize the English thr ’ 
when the beaten John surrendered. He then r 
nized the Primacy of Eangton, resigned the rea 
the Papal envoy, Pandulf, and was only restore! ^ 
his kingdom as a fief of Rome on his agreemen ^ 
furnish an annual tribute of 1,000 marks to the 
See with the added humiliation of an enforcer 
formaiiee of homage to a foreign prelate acting as 
Papal representative. ^

These proceedings were naturally unpopular, 
as soon as the Papacy became the victor, the r 
Father changed his policy and warmly encourag^ 
the misdeeds of his vassal. Eangton and the c e m 
generally, supported the barons, much to Innocer 
annoyance. And even when John had been tlr 
to concede the Charter he was determined to sc 
its Provisions at the earliest opportunity. As Im".- 
mead states : “  He applied for aid to-the Pope, 11 
his suzerain, who declared the Charter void, exco 
municated the barons, and suspended Archbis 
Eangton.”

The City was also laid under interdict, and to SU 
plement these spiritual menaces, the King secure  ̂
body of mercenaries and resumed the civil 
These seasoned soldiers soon dispersed the baro’j 
rude retainers and the Crown was profferred to Lo"1-’ 
the French ruler’s son who landed in 1216, W1’ 
John’s unexpected death led to the succession of 1' 
infant child Henry, who was hurriedly crowned U 
days after his father’s demise, Eord Pembroke assm11 
iiig the Regency until the boy king reached 1 
majority. Pembroke’s policy proved pacific wllC"' 
shortly after John’s decease, he renewed the Char^ 
and succeeded within a year in restoring the m5 
affected party to the royal cause.

Previously, when the barons had insisted that t  ̂
crown should conform to the laws and liberties of ‘ 
land, John procrastinated. Meanwhile he tried 
placate the clergy to whom he granted a sepalil 
Charter. lie  also endeavoured to pacify the baroU-j 
but no one trusted John’s word, and the nation 
party united in its demands for redress of grievanc6 
But the King remained adamant so, when the th11L' 
granted him for reply had expired, armed insurreC 
tion occurred, when the unswerving support of E°1'J 
don to the popular cause decided the contest, ai'‘ 
many of John’s adherents deserted and joined 
winning side. The King now bowed to the inev’d' 
able, and the articles submitted by the barons Wer 
embodied in the Charter, which was signed at RuniP'' 
mede in June, 12T5.

Under the Charter reliefs were granted to heirs 
estates, and minors in wardship who were to take ovel
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’e’r property without the payment of lines on attain- 
j'.'f ^ C'r majority. Guardians were permitted to 
lKe, only reasonable fruits and profits,”  and were 

required to maintain an estate in proper condition 
eunng the term of wardship. Widows were pro­
jected from forcible re-marriage, and both King and 
<0ids were forbidden to impose re-marriage on their 
fnants ’n order to exact a fine for consent. Some of 
le provisions, however, seem to have favoured the 
moils at the expense of the Crown.
Hore important was a better administration of law 

‘Ul<- justice, and clauses were inserted restraining ex- 
jO' hoiis of the Crown known as fines or amercements.

o sheriff or other subordinate functionary was per­
mitted to hold pleas of the crown. This clause 
poured the trial of serious charges before the King’s 
Justices and the “  writ of inquest of life or limb shall 
L Riven gratis and not denied.”  This clause was in- 
et,< ed to prevent the long imprisonment of a subject 

accused crime without any inquiry concerning his 
mult or innocence. A  writ resembling that of the 
a er Habeas Corpus already existed, which granted 

person charged with murder, release on bail, but 
ns Was abused by the King to extort exorbitant pay­

ments for the privilege. Now, Magna Charta “  made 
Rian table as a matter of right without payment, 

meiiceforth it became one of the greatest securities of 
Personal liberty.”

Save with prisoners, outlaws and alien enemies the 
U'Rlit to travel beyond the kingdom was conceded. 

le Forest Taws were mitigated, and under clause 
• “  Justices, constables, sheriffs and bailiffs shall 

11 ”  be appointed of ‘ such as know the law and 
Illeau duly to observe it.’ ”

Clauses 12 and 14 abolish the royal claim to im­
pose arbitrary taxation, and the principle is enunci- 
j- ed that, the community should never be taxed save 

consent of the National Council. The City of 
011don derived considerable benefit from this, but 

’Uany of the provincial towns were still regarded as 
r°y a l or baronial demesnes.

No freeman, under clause 39, were in future to be 
P rested or imprisoned, their property seized or other 
’’’dignity allowed except by the lawful judgment of 

icir peers or by law established, while clause 40 
( oelared : “  To none will we sell, to none will we 
1 epy or delay, right or justice.”
, I hese constitute the most beneficent and far-reach- 
lnR provisions of the Charter. As Mackintosh 
j-h'ted, these clauses contain “  Habeas Corpus and 

” al by Jury,1 the most effectual securities against op- 
P’cssion which the wisdom of man has hitherto been 
^’le to devise.”  The historian Hallam, also con- 
Sldered these the essential clauses as henceforth “  it 
”’Ust have been a clear principle of our constitution 
b’at no man can be detained in prison without trial. 
”  nether courts of justice framed the writ of Habeas 
Corpus in conformity to the spirit of this clause, or 
°” nd it already in their register, it became from that 

p’ a. the right of every subject to demand it.”  Protec- 
h°n against arbitrary spoliation was also given, and 
as Green notes, “  a special provision protected the 
Poor. forfeiture of the freeman on conviction of
felony was never to include his tenement, or that of 
die merchant his wares, or that of the countryman his 
Vv’ain.”  Sale, denial, or delay of justice was repudi­
ated, but unfortunately these salutary provisions were 
long destined to remain more frequently honoured in 
die breach than in the observance.

Cities, boroughs and ports were to retain their 
a’icient liberties. No Crown servant was to take any 
subject’s corn or other possession without payment 
Unless the seller voluntarily granted credit. For, as 
dlackstone tells us, the Crown exercised the preroga­
tive of "  buying up provisions and other necessaries

at an appraised valuation, in preference to all others, 
and without the consent of the owner.”  This in­
iquitous system was known as purveyance, and the 
Crown was still known to fix its own price until the 
system was abandoned in the reign of Charles II.

The foregoing and other rights and liberties were 
by the Charter extended in clause 60 to the entire 
community. Still all these remedial provisions were 
likely to prove of little utility unless they were made 
secure from violation. So it was decided that a 
Council of twenty-five barons should be elected to 
guarantee their due observance, and if the King or 
his servitors infringed the Charter in the slightest 
degree the Crown granted its subjects the right to 
demand immediate redress. If, after forty days had 
expired the King remained recalcitrant, the Fords 
and Commons might distrain and distress him even to 
the extent of seizing his castles, lands or other 
possessions. John would doubtless have broken the 
most solemn pledge without the least hesitation but 
his death ended the strife.

T. F. Paemer.

William Tyndale and the Bible

T he large number of eloquent testimonies to Tyn­
dale, to mark the occasion of his martyrdom four 
centuries ago, was, in the main, well deserved. In 
spite of his egotism, foolhardiness, and combative in­
stincts, Tyndale must always be credited with a very 
wonderful translation, a translation, that led to the 
Authorized Version, which, whatever may be 
thought of it as a Divine Revelation, is a remarkable 
piece of English prose. This does not mean that 
it is a prose which ever was “ spoken.”  It does mean, 
however, that for the special purpose for which it 
was used, nothing could have been found more suit­
able. If anyone doubts this, let him read a version 
of the Bible put into really modern English. All its 
“ mystery,”  its “  sacred,”  and “  reverent ”  char­
acter, disappears. The words of the “  Lord,”  put 
into either Americanese or the kind of writing which 
one finds in some of the articles in our popular daily 
press, would lose all their distinctive form. They 
would become nonsense for the most part, and 
interpreted as such by even unlettered readers.

But the poetry and majesty of words used in a 
special manner, and for a special purpose, are com­
bined in our Authorized Version in quite an un­
usual way; and I am sorry for anyone who does not 
see this. “  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
He leadeth me beside the still waters . . . ”  has a 
beautiful cadence; it is real poetry. There are quite 
a number of people who laugh at the word “ poetry,”  
insist that poetry is, for the most part, nonsense; and 
who, therefore, may see nothing in the way in which 
the Bible has been translated. I cannot share their 
views. How beautiful a language may be is evi­
denced by its poetry, and a great deal of the special 
kind of language of the Authorized Version is real 
poetry if that word has any meaning.

The great triumph of Tyndale was in taking the 
Greek of the New Testament, and putting it into that 
“  sacred ” idiom which has made critics almost 
unanimous in their appreciation of the English ver­
sion of the Bible. Translating from one language 
into another is by no' means an easy task. Let any­
body who thinks he knows French try and translate 
Montaigne or Moliere or Zola or even Voltaire. Even 
when one has got at the thought of the author it is 
exceptionally difficult to put it into fluent English
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and give the impression sought for by all translators, 
that the version is not a translation. It requires a 
genius of a particular kind to give us a translation 
like Urquhart’s Rabelais, Florio’s Montaigne, or 
Motteux’ Don Quixote. Tyndale used that special 
idiom of so-called sacred prose which was preserved 
and intensified in the Authorized Version, and which, 
for many reasons, could never again be used. The 
Revised Version, albeit a far more correct translation 
in hundreds of places, lost a tremendous deal in 
“  sacredness ”  through its modern revisors, while 
still later translations are hardly ever read except by 
scholars, simply because, however correctly they 
have preserved the “  true ”  Word of God, it is not 
apparent in the idiom.

Had the Bible been written in the style of its con­
temporary prose— for example, like the famous Dedi­

cation to that prince of cads, James I.— it is very 
doubtful whether it would ever have had its tremen­
dous influence not only on religion, but on the subse­
quent English literature; and the Dedication is cer­
tainly good Elizabethan prose.

Tyndale’s determination to enable any plough-boy 
in England to read “  God’s Word ”  was, from his 
own standpoint, a laudable one. But there is, of 
course, quite a great deal of nonsense talked about it. 
One bit of this nonsense is to the effect that the 
people of England were dying to read the Bible in 
their own tongue, and that the Roman Catho­
lic Church deliberately prevented them from doing so. 
But what is the evidence that in 1520, or thereabouts, 
the ordinary English plough-boy was gasping to read 
the Bible? How many of them could read, in the 
first place ? Where were the schools which was 
turning out efficient English scholars? Was it pos­
sible to produce the thousands of Bibles required to 
satisfy the hungry and thirsty? I must confess, 
knowing that large numbers of people were unable to 
read and write at the beginning of the nineteenth 
century, after centuries of printing and the produc­
tion of books, to the gravest doubts as to this alleged 
and fervent desire for an English version of the 
“  Holy Book.”  This does not mean that the people 
knew nothing of the Bible. On the contrary, it was 
to the interest of the Church to keep them alive to it, 
and its value, and therefore to the necessity of Pope, 
Priest and Cardinal. Through sermons and pictures 
and plays, the average English citizen knew quite a 
lot about the Bible, far more than is commonly sup­
posed; and this in spite of the fact that the Bible then 
was written or printed in Latin— the Vulgate as the 
revision by Jerome is known.

Those who could read, could read the Vulgate. 
Those who could not, could not have read a transla­
tion. And it is quite possible that most of its re­
ligious readers would have preferred the Bible to re­
main in Latin as it was, in those far off days, a sort 
of universal language.

Wycliffe and his successors did make an attempt to 
translate the Bible into the English of their day, and 
no doubt they did their best with the materials at their 
disposal. Not much seems to be known as to the 
circumstances surrounding their translation; and it 
may be added that there is proof that portions of the 
Bible, at least, were translated before them— as the 
translators of the Authorized Version, and writers 
like Sir Thomas More and Cranmer admit. The 
Roman Catholic Church attacked Wycliffe and his 
friends because they had made an erroneous transla­
tion— at least, that is what it claims. It and it alone 
had the right to translate, and I am not sure, looking 
at the facts of the case, whether it was not logically 
in the right. Wycliffe certainly had no use, or little 
use for the Church, and it is not surprising to find 
that it did its best, in turn, to suppress Wycliffe. “ He

. says Fore, in that excellent work Old 
p f ( ,,W 11 ck ^ carried into practice, would have
Anri ,1/ :rri Subversive ° f  morality and good order.” 

llj ™ ch d3d n°t feel he was the right kind of
rl , 0 w 10m to entrust any translation, 

in TjrA S e Printing of the great Guttenberg Bible 
trihuHt, "  A" * ^  to desire for printing and dis- 
decid  W  t  le I3lble in various languages. Luther 
M <? q* ° lI :ms3ate if into German, using whatever
and tt ,'Vere avaBahle, and depending on the Greek 
Tvnd. r eW aS .Wel1 as 011 Fatim And it was because 
Refnrn e ca,ne into contact with the heresy of the 
an vim, 3 I0” ’ and !ater with Luther, that he was so 
Testa mo, *° in" k *s band at translating the New 
anotlm 1 ’ Whether he was fitted for the job is 
tin tn * ,na.tlci • hie certainly knew Greek and Latin 
knew „  h^'nt, but I can see little evidence that he 
there n 1UC tj ebrew- I  doubt very much whether 
rew n-'UL C ,rew Bibles within easy reach, or Heb-
learneTjnewsarS ^  dictionaries- to say nothing of

and Vermf tranfIated the New Testament abroad, 
own vers/' " 'Vlt 1 the aid of Luther’s version. His 
“  contain T 1’ 1 aS * 16 Anglican Canon Dixon says, 
such ho/Cf, ./ S°  ̂ PJo3°Sue and notes written with 
and clenrv ' t L  ̂  vltuperation against the prelates 
monies Vf ’ /  <L.moi,ks alld friars, the rites and cere- 
mend it to £  ? UrCh' as was hardly likely to com- 
It is not sur e. avour ° f  those who were attacked.” 
ing Eneland ,’IlsInK therefore, that the copies reach- 
S f c  bm nt H »! Bishop of rondo,;
Sir Thom a« ivr - ~’°0° err°rs in the translation, and 
The notes /  ° Ie actually  wrote a treatise against it- 

were the dam aging parts, and Tyndale
Frederick

were
struck off an edition without them. Sir
Kenyon claims that Tyndale’s mistakes were really

due to following Erasmus’ Greek text, and ‘ dV'y\t 
appear to justify its extremely hostile reception, 
all events, Tyndale produced another more coireii;. 
edition though this was attacked quite as much ^  
the first one, both by religious and lay readers; a 
even Henry V III., who was by no means averse, 
first, to Tyndale, denounced it in no unreason 
terms. Tyndale was not content to rest with a tra 
Iation of the New Testament only to his cre( 1̂  
He worked for four years on the Pentateuch a 
followed this with the book of Jonah. They a s 
were provided with strongly controversial notes.

The net result of his work was his apprehension 
1535 by the officers of Charles V. through ben1- 
trapped out of the City of Antwerp. He was c°"̂  
demned, strangled and burnt to death in 153”'''. 
foul crime if ever there was one. But the Chur 
never ceased its task of suppressing heresy, and Ty 
dale had a more merciful death than Dolet, Vanini 
Bruno. Sir F. Kenyon in his Bible and the AncR” 
Manuscripts says of Tyndale’s translation :—-

The genius of Tyndale shows itself in the fact tba 
lie was able to couch liis translations in a languafe 
perfectly understood of the people, and yet fuB 0 
beauty and dignity. If the language of the Ant’’0 
i/.cd Version lias deeply affected our English pr°st' 
it is to Tyndale that the praise is originally due-

It is, of course, one thing to admit the beauty 
diction in the Authorized Version of the Bible, aa 
quite another to admit its influence as “ God’s Word 
to be what Christians claim for it. The world WoU|( 
have lost very little indeed had the Bible been dc* 
troyed at birth. We may have had priests of othe1' 
religions, but the Christian ones, the Popes, Cat' 
dinals, Bishops, Priests, Nuns, would, at least, neve1 
have left their trail of blood behind them as laud' 
marks through the centuries. We have nothing 30 
thank the Bible for, really, H. CutnER-
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Acid Drops

a r 1S a P^y ^la*- some of our politicians do not develop 
greater sense of reality than is the case at present. 

Brn, 1S ^ r' ŝaac Foot, President of the National 
0n° herhood, telling the world that “ the devilry going 

111 Italy and Germany” is impossible here because 
Bi] 1 p*Iue  ̂ ollr sense of freedom “ from the Book (the 
liad ti ên’et̂  men in other countries.” But Germany 
ha • t lC ®°°k a ŝo> alRI since the Reformation Germans 
inVe not been denied access to it. And no Government 
1110  ̂ Wor̂ > 110 matter how tyrannical, could ask for 

°'e than the teaching of the New Testament concerning 
6 1II(bvidual’s duty to the “  powers that be.”

-p?'1 0ct°ber 21, women knelt in a Woodland Street 
w‘hje.lnac ê) and prayed to God to save their Church, 
to'ti '• WilS on r̂e’ from destruction. And God replied 
sidc*CU Prayer—through the fire brigade. But the whole 
bits' tile r°°  ̂ was destroyed. The machinery of the 

•mess is plain. The women called on God to save the 
larcp; God called on the fire brigade to do their 

and th In between the appearance of the fire brigade 
do t lC caP on God, the latter does not appear to have 

anything. The vicar tried to enter the Church 
q e *t was burning, but was driven out by the smoke, 
let at least have waved the smoke on one side to
a . le vicar secure the collection boxes. There seems 

nk of dramatic sense about this business.

Miss Rebecca West, in the Sunday Times, reviewing a 
°n about the Roger Tichborne Claimant, makes an 

in;'»ent point often overlooked but worth emphasiz-

Ihe poor Claimant went to prison, died, and is for­
gotten save by the antiquarian. But had he claimed to 
e more than a baronet, to be a supernatural person 
”gh in the heavenly Rebrett, or an unveiler of Oriental 

mysteries, there would still be little groups who would 
keep his name alive in some hired room on Sunday 
evenings.

j^aimants to earthly titles and small estates have to 
ce real criticism but Christ, Mahomet and Joseph 

mmtli are “  justified by faith,” and accepted by credu- 
1 when they lay claim to mediumsliip between God 

a«d man.

blie ingenious Professor J. A. Findlay is at it again, 
bas discovered exactly what happened during the 

ast few minutes that Jesus is said to have lived (or died) 
bile Cross. All the contradictory accounts of what 

e said are “ harmonized ” after many centuries of dis- 
I’hte. it seems that Simon of Cyrene was standing 
(imte close to the cross all the time, and he heard Jesus 
a,l the
bav.

time. The disciple-reporting-staff seems to
ve been too far away to hear anything except

But

a loud cry, the purport of which they could not make 
out.

the gospel-writers could hear plainly enough all 
(;'at Christ said secretly and alone in the Garden of 
mthsemane, of which we have a verbatim report. But 

E^liaps “  Simon of C yrene”  deputized again.

the Church’s former income from the tithe rent charge. 
Before the passing of the Act, an incumbent obtained 
for every ¿100 tithe, a sum ranging from £93 to the full 
£100. He will now only have £76 . . .  to meet this loss 
to the Church, the Archbishops appeal to the Tithe- 
payers, whose liabilities have been reduced under the 
Act, and who value the work of the Church, to contri­
bute, for the benefit of the tithe-receiving clergy, the 
whole or part of the annual sum, of which they are now 
relieved to a fund, to be called the Archbishop’s Tithe 
Compensation Fund.

Quite an interesting situation! The Archbishops, find­
ing that the law has at last moved in favour of the un­
lucky tithe-payer— who ought not, in the majority of 
cases, to be paying anything whatever— calmly ask him 
to disregard the law and pay up in spite of i t ; only, in­
stead of calling it just plain “ Tithe,”  call it “ Tithe 
Compensation Fund.”  This would so please the dear 
Archbishops.

The Church Times says pathetically, “  The question 
is whether the landowners will give this assistance.”  
Well, of course, that is the question— to pay or not to 
pay. Those who believe the Church is a heaven-sent 
institution will— perhaps— gladly pay. But those who do 
not. . . . ? It may gradually dawn on some of them, if 
it has not done so already, that there never was such a 
shameless robbery of land as that done by the Church in 
its early days in England. By building a church on a 
plot of ground, it filched the surrounding country, in the 
name of Christ, from the land workers; and was “  good 
enough ”  to allow the latter to work on the land if they 
paid tithe. This is how the Church mostly acquired 
Church property. We hope the majority of land-owners 
will treat with the contempt it deserves the Arch­
bishop’s request to pay up.

One of the Roman Catholic journals, in an article on 
Christian missions, quotes that profound saying of the 
late Cardinal Vaughan: “ England will never be con­
verted till she does more for foreign missions.”  Most 
Cardinals are more famous for their portraits in red 
hats than for saying anything worth preserving. But 
we think this particular saying of Cardinal Vaughan 
should be preserved as a gem of the first water. It would 
be difficult to cap it with anything much sillier. The 
joke is further enhanced by the fact that all the money 
that can be wheedled out of the faithful Catholics for 
their own missionary society— the Association for the 
Propagation of the Faith— is about £16,000 per ye a r; so 
that it looks as if England is likely to be unconverted 
for many centuries yet.

In spite of her unconverted state, however, the Pope 
recently blessed “  our dear England,” the land of 
martyrs. The Pope also blessed a number of English 
pilgrims, their wives and families, as well as a large 
number of Austrian youths. Well, blessings cost noth­
ing, and the best that can be said of them is that, while 
they do no good whatever, they do no harm except to 
one’s sense of humour. No man possessed of that could 
be blessed without roaring with laughter at its down­
right and incredible stupidity.

wonder how the world will toddle along in that 
Meat day when we have no Christian charity and cour- 
esy. not to say politeness and common decency. The 

' ,ethodist Recorder, in a leading article on “  The Church 
'"Hi the Fam ily,”  says : “  Anyone not an Atheist must 
*egard the family as sacred.”  The records of the Society 
or the Prevention of Cruelty to Children teem with cases 

°I ill-treatment of children by Christian parents.

In a leading article on the Tithe question the Church 
rimes says :—

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have now 
grasped the result of the last Tithe Act, which, as the 
Times has pointed out, when its full effect is felt, will 
have the result of confiscating £436,000 per annum of

A recent meeting in America was convened at Wash­
ington, and consisted of Catholics, Protestants and Jews 
all combining “ for the defence of religion and freedom 
against secularism in national and international affairs.” 
We have italicized the word “  frfcedom ” as the idea 
that secularism does not stand for freedom, while re­
ligion does, is more than a piece of downright impu­
dence; it is lying in its worst form. Secularism has 
always stood for freedom— freedom of thought, freedom 
to discuss anything without interference, and freedom 
to publish. (Freedom here does not mean unlimited 
licence.) As a matter of fact, it is its uncompromising 
attitude in defence of freedom that has made secularism 
hated by religious and political factions alike. We 
might add, indeed, that so long as this ideal of Secular-
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ism is held and fought for, dictatorship— whether of the 
Right or I.eft or of religion— is impossible. And no one 
knows this better than would-be dictators.

“ The tide of Secularism,” said Dr J. S. Whale, the 
Principal of Clieshunt College, Cambridge, the other day, 
“ was creeping up every day. Christians at home were 
guilty. They did not share the enthusiasm of their 
fathers.”  As a matter fact, their fathers made a point 
of boycotting-, as far as possible, the obvious success of 
Secularism. They pretended that they had never even 
heard of the Freethinker; and they deluded themselves 
that such a man as Bradlaugh, for example, wTas a 
Christian without knowing it. We are glad to note that 
Dr. Whale is frank enough to admit that “  Secularism 
was creeping up every day.”  But if he thinks that it 
can be successfully challenged, why does he not do so ? 
It is not the Secularist who runs away.

Great efforts are constantly being made to liven up the 
very poor enthusiasm now existing for missionary work. 
Two thousand people listened, the other day, to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s eloquent appeal for funds, 
and his vivid description of the way in which not only 
“ untouchables”  but “ high caste people” are coming 
into the Church in India. Their great problem was how 
to cope with these mass conversions, and they wanted 
plenty of money with which to do it. These glowing 
pictures should have made Christians here pour out their 
wealth for Christ’s sake like w ater; unfortunately Dr. 
Scott Lidgett had to “  bemoan the fact that, speaking 
broadly, the great mass of Christians were lukewarm 
and parsimonious in their support of the missionary 
cause.”  If this is true, we can only heave a sigh of 
thankfulness that at last the “  great mass of Christians” 
have seen through this impudent missionary ramp. It 
would mean far more happiness to thousands of people 
here if missionary funds were spent, as they ought to be 
spent, on them.

A Christian correspondent in Jerusalem, speaking of 
the British Tommy in Palestine, says that “  their ignor­
ance of Biblical history is appalling.”  But whose is the 
fault ? Is not Bible teaching the rule in almost every 
school in this country? Not to know what is “ Bethle­
hem,”  for example, after years of religious instruction, 
is a fine tribute to the teaching capacity of our religious 
teachers, is it not? Needless to say that the “  religious 
life ”  of the men in the Army is well catered for, all the 
same. There are crowds of Chaplains, and Lieut.-Gen. 
Dill, the Commander-in-Chief in Palestine, has asked 
that “  prayers be said for him and his men ” in the 
carrying out of their difficult task. We presume the 
prayers were successful, as the Arabs have called off the 
strike !

There is terrible anxiety in .Scotland “ Fears,”  we are 
told, “  that the sanctity of Scotland’s Sabbath is in 
peril were expressed at a meeting of the Convention of 
Royal Burghs.”  A hot discussion took place, and Baillie 
McKie made the meeting shiver with horror as he 
solemnly pointed out that both trains and buses run 
on Sundays! So great was the concern shown that in 
view of the question, further discussion was postponed 
until next April. In the meantime the various Baillies 
and Riders of the Kirk in Scotland, will be, so to speak, 
suffering the fires of Hell for the awful desecration of 
God’s Own Day, which takes place every week. It is a 
wicked, wicked world.

A new book is announced by the Rev. Charles I.each, 
D.D., called, Shall we Know Our Friends in Heaven. 
Dr. Leach takes for granted, apparently, that “  Our 
Friends ”  are all in the Crown-and-Ilarp Department. 
We prefer the less , assured and more modest attitude of 
Bill Nye. He was at a Spiritualist Séance, when he was 
told that his Brother A lf wanted to “  communicate ”  
with him. “  Have you any questions to ask your dear 
brother”  said the Medium. “  Y es,”  said Bill, “ ask him 
if he finds it too hot down there,”

- A thoilist Recorder is concerned in the vital prob-
>w Can the Bible be Bn ' ' 'w
So, t|,o g i„  „  ........

the article, has

HI Uiv ■ - f
lem of “ How Can the Bible be Brought Back h . ,much-advertised

gingerbread. Mr. Isaac Foot, who writes* circulation ” m
-îobaî11?  duSC0Verecl tl,at the mere .. 
rated f, ’nu Jers the “  Word of God ”  is a much over-
lumberUtl AV' W here are the Bibles which used to 

le wash-stand of all our commercial hotels? 
Ins „ ¿ l “ J“ ,« ® » « « 8 .Suburban windows the Aspidistra 
familiest<lr f ,  ltS one"tinie sllre foundation. Smaller 

i her off*, ,Cna ’ C.^le housewife to remember the names of 
ary  or^lttble " ItllOUt having to write them in a Dictiou-

prove ” the truthIt is remarkably easy to
beautiful .The, Rev' s - Maurice Watts, B.D., says
beincr i, . in,nldicity “  You can’t deny the fact of a .....
the even/1”  * 'V len y°u  have seen him before and after 

’ , 11 ls hke the conjuror who shows you that
vou hS lrf  ° r tab,es "P  his sleeve, and then after
H  u haie seen the rabbits come out, you look again, and 
is “  R,rC &T, f  s,tl11 no chairs or tables there. Mr. Watts 
thons'iririU1''' Jc'sus healed a lame man nearly two
nianv e i r arS “P *  and *ec neither before nor for 
raised fr a,ter- Even the man Lazarus who was

' wooden leg o - d a T V "  ^  ^  W hy ” 0t ^  IQr, ? „  Tog of a man who lost his leg say m
s anything too hard for the Lord?”

notice oflaD rI>FrI5 ni,i V . f i f 6" th“ g- From an obituary ■ Smith, an American “ divine” who
- i d  all

forms of Conscription, but distinguished himself >> ^
vocating the electric chair for the “  third offence ag 
the I.iquor Laws —i.e., prohibition.

In the United States there is an almost feverish ^   ̂
to build Cathedrals and Churches. The National ® 
graphic Society describes it as “  a building era, ,poSS1. 
paralleling that of the Middle A ges.”  The hlagaz'^’ 
America, says “ the number of new churches erected ^ 
cently is well nigh incredible.”  Some of them aie 
immense costliness. The new St. John the Divine, r 
York, is estimated to cost over ¿3,000,000; a new Ba 
more Catholic Church cost ¿1,000,000, and a twin Br°̂  
testant rival will cost even more. The Literary 
tells 11s that there are already 210,000 churches in U.S- ‘ 
worth ¿800,000,000, and that in 1936 additions are co 
ing ¿8,000,000. In one recent year, 1920, the expenditltIC 
on new church building was ¿50,000,000.

T h e “ F re e th in k e r  ” C ircu latio n  D rive

[t is proposed to celebrate the coining-of-age of t*'c 
present editorsliip by an attempt to create a suh 
stantial increase in the circulation of this paper, 
plan suggested is : —

(1) Each interested reader is to take an extra 
copy for a period of twelve months, and to use this 
copy as a means of interesting a non-subscriber to the 
point of taking the Freethinker regularly.

(2) So soon as this new subscriber is secured, the 
extra copy may be dropped by the present subscriber- 
Until this is accomplished, he will regard the extra 
threepence weekly (for one year) as a fine for hlS 
want of success.

The plan is simple, and it is not costly; but it does 
mean a little work, and whether or not it is more 
blessed to give than to receive, it is certainly easier 
for most to give than it is to work. But in this case 
it is the work alone that will yield permanent benefit- 
There are many thousands of potential readers in the 
country; why not try and secure some of them?
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They are written as simply as possible, and should prove 
useful for propaganda. The two pamphlets will be sent 
post free for 2d. or 12 for iod.

t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r
F ounded  b y  G. W. POOTE

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4
Telephone No. : Centrai, 2412.

TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

an<̂  Circulating the freethinker.—J. Lane,
is:
olj r . VVC

riend and contributor, Mr.

Just

W

6 tmu V.
H- Hunter, £1.

as we are going to press we learn of the death of our 
friend and contributor, Mr. Andrew Millar, of Salt- 

c°ats, Ayrshire, N.B. An obituary will appear next week. 
' ^ Vaughan.—Thanks. Shall appear.

■H anson.— We appreciate what you say with regard to 
the Freethinker. With reference to' the other matter we do 
!’ot think that any7 doctor would hold to-day that his sole 
business is to cure a cold. They would probably say it 
Has their business so to advise their patients as to pic- 
■ ‘’T  colds. Good feeding and warm clothes are among 
tlle most vital factors in this direction. And if one has 
a cold there is nothing like keeping in a level temperature 
"util it is better. That is why bed is a good place when 
ue cold is in anyway serious.

W R —We saw the notice of Dr. Forsyth’s Psychology and 
'cine in the Times Literary Supplement, and were not 

ed
or both, generally marks that journal’s notes on any book

Med,
■ Mfprised at its quality7. Stupidity or misrepresentation, 
0j ’otN generally marks

a genuinely advanced character. It is a paper that is 
st carefully edited in the interests of orthodoxy of 

ery description. Advanced books are noted, but the re- 
. w is most often misleading in terms of either suppres- 

p “n or misrepresentation. 
q \y°nr>AY— SonT* oannot use.

t  ’ b)' Newman.— Sorry7, but we cannot discriminate be- 
what you call “  practical ”  and “ real ”  Christianity. 

• . a* ” Christianity is doctrinal and historic Christ- 
„ uy. That stands plainly condemned. What you call 

Practical ”  Christianity is the moderate amount of 
realized feeling that has been forced on the Churches.

Or<¡,
0f rs f°r literature should be sent to the Business Manager 

‘e Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C-4and n°t to the Editor.
nen, U'e services of the National Secular Society in con 
<’*,0n with Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 

U'inications should be addressed to the Secretary R. H. 
°setti, giving as long notice as possible. 

e ' Freethinker "  will be forwarded direct from the Pub■it . , .
''siting Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :— 

j ne year, i $f-\  half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.
„ cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 

Fhe Pioneer Press," and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
T ’ 1erkenwell Branch."

e " Freethinker "  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
‘ turn. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

^Ported to this office.
c offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular 
°ciety Limited, are now at 68 Farringdon Street, London 
J'c -4- Telephone: Central 1367.

Sugar Plums

^°-day, (Sunday, November 1) Mr. Cohen will speak

IS
j Uie Winter Gardens Ballroom, High Street, Clapliam, 

Fhe Fight for Freedom of Thought.”  Admission 
s, r̂°e, with a charge for reserved seats. The nearest 
“/ « o n  to the Hall is Clapham North, Underground, 
^"ses from all cptarters pass the door. This will be Mr.

On Sunday next, November 8, Mr. Cohen will
e,1’s only lecture in London this side of the New

attire
'tester

the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate,

Tickets are now available for the Social which the 
Executive of the N.S.S. has arranged for Saturday, 
November 28, in the Caxton Hall, Westminster, London. 
Dancing, vocal and instrumental items, a “  Few Words”  
from the President, and introductions and conversations 
with Freethinkers from different parts should provide 
an enjoyable evening for all tastes; and all friends of the 
movement are invited. Tickets (2s. 6d. each, which in­
cludes refreshments) may be had from the General Secre­
tary, 68 Farringdon »Street, London, E.C.4, or from the 
Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon »Street, London E.C.4. Ap­
plication for tickets should be made without delay.

Mr. J. T. Brighton opened his indoor work with a 
debate in the Priestman Hall, Roker, Sunderland, with 
the Rev H. D. Rosenthal. The subject discussed was 
“ Is There a God?” which drew a large and attentive 
audience. We understand that another debate, this time 
between a Methodist minister and Mr. Brighton is in 
course of arrangement, and will take place i.11 Blyth. 
The activity of the North East Federation of N.»S.»S. 
Branches appears to be disturbing the men of God in 
that area.

We wondered, if by any chance, Mr. Bernard Shaw 
had joined the Roman Catholic fraternity7. We are quite 
certain he has not. Neither he nor the Catholics would 
leave the world in any doubt if he had been “  caught.”  
Mr. Shaw’s signature was attached to an appeal stating 
that “  no more fitting memorial could be found to Mr. 
Chesterton than the completion of the building in which 
he had been received into the Church.”  In the Tablet 
of October 17, this appeal is referred to as “  a letter over 
the signatures of many distinguished Catholics ” — not a 
word is said to hint that it was also signed by a heretic 
named Shaw.

The New York Times of September 14 last, contains a 
very proper protest by Mr. Shaw against the highly ob­
noxious “  censorship ” — unofficial, but possibly potent—  
of Mr. H ay’s organization of American Film “ critics.”  
H ay’s gang includes a body called “  Catholic Action,”  
and they have condemned Mr. Shaw’s new film, in 
which Miss Berger takes the part of »St. Joan. With the 
protest itself we, of course, agree. We quote a few words 
(out of a very lengthy7 letter to the New York Times) 
which— if we may say so— seem a trifle too polite to these 
sanctimonious busybodies : —

I promise that wherever there is a cultured Catholic 
priest who knows my play, he will do everything in liis 
power to deepen the piety of his flock by making them 
go to see it. . . .  I hope this service of mine to the 
Church may be accepted as a small set-off against the 
abominable bigotry of my Irish Protestant childhood, 
which I renounced so vigorously7 when I grew7 up to 
some sort of discretion and decency that I emptied the 
baby7 out with the bath and left myself for a while with 
no religion at all.

Mr. Shaw is eighty years old and deserves allowance for 
an occasional excess of politeness.

The new Kingston-on-Thames Branch has secured 
accommodation in the Clarence Club House, 56 London 
Road, Kingston, and Mr. R. H. Rosetti will open the in­
door session this evening (November 1) with a lecture on 
“ A Search for God,”  followed by questions and discus-' 
sion. The lecture begins at 7 p.m., admission is free, 
and the enthusiasm and energy of the Branch officials 
deserve to be rewarded by at least a good response from 
members and supporters of the movement in Kingston.

,, *lc first two of the series of pamphlets that Mr. 
/ ’ lc" is writing are now 011 sale. The titles are Did 
, ‘ s"s Christ E xist?  and Morality Without God. Each 

1 'nphlet extends to 16 pages, and is attractively got up.

The Pope is seriously ill with a chest complaint. We 
are surprised. With the Lord curing all sorts of diseases 
at Lourdes, and performing faith cures at evangelical 
performances, one would have thought that he would



6g8 THE FREETHINKER November i > *936

have seen to it that one of his chief representatives on 
earth was kept free from complaints. We note that it is 
an ordinary doctor, and not prayer or a saint, or a relic 
that the Pope is relying on for a cure. Rut he will, we 
expect, still advise his followers to look to the saints for 
a cure. It is an indication of his Christian humility 
that he contents himself with a mere doctor.

A  discussion is to take place on Monday, November 2, 
at 7.30 p.m., at the Brighton and Hove Parliament, on 
“  Disestablishment and Disendowment of the Church of 
England.” The subect will be introduced by Mr. J. C. 
Keast. Local Freethinkers will please note.

There is more “  liorse-sense ”  in the following from 
the New York Arbitrator than one usually finds in 
deliverances on religious questions :—

The Roman Catholic is the oldest and largest Christian 
denomination; its theology is a logical interpretation of 
the New Testament, which represents Jesus as the 
Messiah, the Christ, the divine Son of God, born of a 
virgin, the transcendental Saviour of mankind, who 
performed miracles and condemned to hell those who 
disbelieved in his divinity. There is no historical 
authority for the Jesus of the Modernists who was 
merely a good man. Either Jesus was as portrayed in 
the Bible, or Christianity has no reliable foundation.

For many years we have been sajdng what is here said 
in the concluding sentences.

The Text of the Egyptian 
Mysteries

M u c h  is said by those developing the Myth Thesis of 
Christian origins about the relation of the Gospel 
Story to Mystery Drama and Sacrament; but I have 
seen little use made of the actual evidence we have of 
the form that certain of the Osirian Sacraments took. 
I give here a rendering in rhyme of the words used in 
the Mystery of the Resurrection of Osiris during the 
night hours. (There was another set for the day 
hours.) This version follows the text as inscribed on 
the temple-walls of Denderah, Pliilse and Edfu. Those 
who wish to test the literalism of this version can 
turn to the prose version given in Wallis Budge’s 
From Fetish to God.

One may claim that in many respects tire symbol­
ism of these Osirian chants is more beautiful than the 
symbolism of the corresponding portions of the 
Christian Gospels. What the Gospels have in con­
trast with the Osirian Texts is a more humanized 
story. The horrible experience of the suppressed 
peoples of the Empire simplified the notion of the 
dying and resurrected god in terms of the actual epi­
sode of slave-crucifixion. That alone was the 
element added by Christianity; an intensification of 
narrative power.

As expressions of bewildered pity and pain, nothing 
in the Gospels, however, can match some of these 
cries of the mourning women— christianized as Mary 
and the other women at the foot of the Cross. But 
the potence of these sacramental moments, their rich­
ness of poetic suggestion, need no emphasis on my 
part.

The gaps near the end represent gaps in the texts.

Jack  L in d s a y .

T he W o r d s  of the N ig h t-H ours  of the M y s t e r y  of 
th e  R esu rrection  o f  O s ir is

F ir s t  H our

The Vtpu Priest: God, your Ka, which came from 
Nunu’s primeval abyss, is now at hand.

Servant of God: I am Thoth. 
claim.

The Sem Priest: Here is cool water, 
played the drawer’s part.

The Living Osiris I pro- 

Osiris , and Hor

you the Eye of Hor to freshen yo«r

live

I bring 
heart.

The Two Women: Purified we stand,
we have censed our bodies with a scented a 

Kheri Ileb or Chief Priest: Earth and Heaven mac. 
One of the Women: O joy of Heaven on Earth.
Kheri Heb: God is coming. Down on your knees.
The Other Woman: 0  joy of Heaven on Eait 

(She strikes her tambourine).
The Women: , lieI1

Heaven and Earth rejoice, they are g ‘a
they h ear: , r£ar.

Our Lord is in his House, he has nothing 0 
Kheri H eb: . to

Earth brings your .Sisters, Isis and Neph y < 
your side.

Isis hails you, Neplitliys welcomes you. , 
They lift up your face. You shall be jus 1
0  Klienti Amentiu . ollf
Amset comes to look on you, he’ll drive )

enemies away 
from your right side.

Woman:
1 weep for the god whom I love.
Rest in your house and in your tomb abide.
Fall down O evil-doer, 
but come you in peace, come.

S econd H our  

Sem Priest:
Here is the water which is in our land, 
which brings all living things to birth.
I have brought it to you that you may 

thereby.
be sound again and breathe its air.

Utpu Priest:
How beautiful it is to look on you.
How comforting it is to look on you.
How beautiful it is to see the fire.
Sprinkle incense and water.

Kheri Heb:
O, Osiris Khenti Amentiu, 
awake, raise up yourself upon your right, 
and on your left. Your Father Earth 
joins you together, you are made anew.
Your head to your bones he ties, 
he opens your blind ej’es, 
he stretches out your fettered legs, Osiris, 
both front and back you are purified.

Anubis:
See the Four Gods before Osiris’ House,
Nekliebet the Vulture on the south,
Uadjit on the north ; 
and they protect your Ka.
Osiris, Ilapi comes to see you waken, 
he hurls your enemies far and wide.

Kheri Heb:
Where is he?
0  where are you ?

Wo man:
1 weep because he was forsaken.
I invoke heaven and I cry 
to the gods of the underneath.
I clothed the naked,
I dressed the divine body.
The great-ones mourn you as a god, tears for ■ 

fate they give. (]iat
I weep for you that you may not die, I weep 1 

your Ka may live. ()
The gods lament your coming, as you go and > 

come at your desire.
I grieve because you were forsaken.

T h ir d  H our  

Sem Priest:
O Father of the Pharoah,
Osiris, the water which is yours, the water 

you created
together with the gods, I bring you.

otff

vvh1'id1
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Vtpu Priest:

0  Osiris Khenti Amenti 
rise up, rise up once more.
Raise yourself up and stand in Netit, stan 
With greeting of life and joy, Hor your Son conic, 

nigh
to you remaining with the gods, Osiris.
You hate sleep and darkness you deny, 
to you it is a horrible thing to die, 
your Ka sees it as a thing abominated.
You shall be justified, you shall be justified. 
Tua-mutf comes to look on you, he 11 s ri -e 
the foes from your left side.

Woman:

I have travelled through the land, 
my way through Nunn I have taken,
1 have searched the river too.
I lament with tears because you were forsaken,
I clothed the naked one on Netit’s dyke.
The two sorrowing women, the two sisters, lament, 
their wings are spread above you.
I grieve because you are forsaken.

f° u m h  H our 

■l>em Priest;

I bring the Eye of Hor and pour out water for you.

UtPu Priest:
Watch in peace, close round him, gods, let your 

watch be true.
Lay your hands on the noble scent 
which comes from the horizon forth.
Hor’s emanation comes to you, 
the emanation of the Eye of Hor.

Khen Heb:

0  Osiris Khenti Amenti,
the gods who are Four, the sons of Hor,
Ainset, Hapi, Tua-mutf, and Quebh-senuf, 
who sit on the walls of your chamber, cry :
Hail to you, Osiris Khenti Amenti !
They protect your Ka,
they ward off your enemies and drive them afar.
Nut your Mother the Sky
'dates with you to send your griefs away.
With lamentations does she spend the day
and glorifies you all the night.
h>he places your abode where none may find you,
before the great and glorious gods
and the dwellers in the horizon.
She lays her arms around you, and closely she em­

braces.
Tou shall be justified,

Osiris Khenti Amenti.
Quebh-senuf comes to look on you, and chases 
the foes that lurk behind you.

ï’ lFÏ»  H our

Priest:
Osiris Khenti Amenti

Pharoah comes to bring you Nunn and what out 
of Nunu came.

He pours himself out, through the Two Lands, 
violently.

He makes the Nile rise up to you with his stream, 
he floods your altar, in such a hurry is he.

Serv«nt of God:

Here your head is fetched, 
and out Hor’s Eye is stretched.
That which came out of Nunu, behold, for you I 

have got
and what Atum sent delectably forth in her name 

of Waterpot.
Psiris Khenti Amenti
ls pure, he is pure, he is pure, he is pure.

Osiris Khenti Amenti, 
this your cool water 
ls brought to you, this your cool water 
Hor that came forth from cool water.

Utpu Priest:

0  Osiris Khenti Amenti,
the Eye of Hor is brought to you here, 
its perfume now draws near.

Kheri Heb:
The Son comes to protect his Father now.
So all the gods with joyous hearts avow.
The Son has come to see his Father righted.
So the Nine Gods say, their hearts delighted.
You shall be justified.
Heka comes to behold you, and he’ll drive away 
the foes from your right side
1 mourn for my Lord.
I lament for the Lord, whom I love.

Woman:
I weep here for your plight.
I am your Sister, sad of heart.
I am your Wife, and sick sorrow is my part.
Come, let our moaning fill the air
that he may be rejoiced. Come, let us share
the hours of service with him in the night.

S ix t h  H our  

Sent. Priest:
Pharoah comes to you, Osiris.
The Son protects the Father, here he stands.
The primeval waters in a waterpot he brings.
On you he sprinkles that which once came forth 

from you.

Utpu Priest:

Pharoah comes to you, Osiris.
The Eye of Hor as incense now he brings, 
he censes you with that which once came forth 

from you.

Kheri Heb:
I glorify you, Father. For ever you endure.
Great God, there is naught lacking now in ful­

filment of your Face.
The Weeping Goddesses mourn you, they both 

smite you with their hands, 
they dirge for you, they moan for yovt, unceasingly 

each sings,
that joy within you may be born anew,
that with their dirges they may glorify your Ka.
You shall be justified.
Armawi comes to see you, away your foe he flings 
on every side.

Woman:

I came to seek 
One lost and weak.
The Lord I mourn and bitterly I moan.
My heart is cleft with sighs 
for still my Brother lies.
I weep for him because he is alone.

S eventh  H our  . . .

E ig h t h  H our  . . .

Women:
Lo, for you we sadly cry.
I.o, your Name we glorify.
Lo, for you the tears are in onr eyes.
Osiris, come, arise, arise!

N inth  H ou r  . . .

T enth  H our  . . .

O Osiris Khenti Amenti,
Isis salves you from all harms,
Neplitliys clasps you in her arms.
You are Glorious God between the pair.
Both you own. . . .

E leventh  H our  . . .

T w elfth  H our  . . .

Verily you remain to dwell upon your Throne.
O Osiris Khenti Amenti, you rest, you are 

alone. . . .
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Nationality and Internationalism

h i .

1 HE Nation States of the West as existing prior to 
the War embody a historic process of causality. 
The multitude of principalities and powers that 
formed the feudal society of early Christendom was 
hardly favourable to the growth of large organic 
States; though the theory of the Holy Roman Empire, 
sponsored by the Church, maintained a formal unity 
in part of Central and Northern Europe. This is the 
theme of Dante’s treatise De Monorchia. Consider­
able Kingdoms compounded out of the greater fiefs, 
and their recurring strife, began to arise from about 
the tenth century a.d. England was early in the 
field as an organized realm, later embracing Wales; 
and Scotland followed suit. The disruptive and 
creative forces alike of the Reformation schism and 
the politico- religious wars of the time, together with 
other vital changes from the fifteenth century on, 
brought about new political combinations and en­
tities. So by stages there come into being the 
countries with which we are now familiar, Norway, 
Sweden, Holland, France, Spain, Russia. The 
separate States of Germany and Italy were unified 
under one sovereignty in quite recent times. Many 
are the vicissitudes and fortunes through which the 
union of sometimes different elements was effected. 
The consolidation of France was favoured by-the long 
struggle with English territorial dominion and its 
end. Spain became welded by the fierce conflict with 
the Muslim Supremacy, and by its ultimate expulsion 
from the Peninsula. Russia grew out of an indepen­
dent effort to expel the Mongol overlordship, and the 
absorption of several Russian principalities by a 
central autocracy with its seat at Moscow. Influ­
ences, both religious and secular, from Constanti­
nople allied it to the Greek Orthodox Communion. 
And as these countries develop on their “  cultural ” 
side, they manifest a distinctive national psyche, 
language, and indigenous social institutions whatever 
may be their peculiar form of government. The so- 
called Latin countries— France, Italy, Spain, present 
marked contrasts in this respect, a many-sided in­
terest where we touch the subtler aspect of national 
divergence, of which more anon.

With the ocean voyages that discovered America 
and first made known the habitable globe, the “  new 
world ”  was linked with the fortunes of Europe and 
the colonial enterprises that followed. The pre-his­
tory of the Continent is a matter apart. So is the 
story of European settlement, its merits or the re­
verse, which took different courses in N. and S. 
America. A  mixed population of European and 
native grew up in S. America, which to-day presents 
singular and instructive phases of “ miscegenation.”  
The colonial empires of Britain and Spain had a simi­
lar fate; both revolted from the mother country and 
declared their independence. The Portuguese terri­
tory of Brazil remained for some time afterwards a 
constitutional monarchy ruled by a member of the 
Royal House until it, too, became a Republic. Where­
as the British colonies set up a Federal Union, the 
Spanish Provinces resolved into a number of inde­
pendent States that since have found ample grounds 
for quarrel, and have quite a respectable list of 
“ Wars”  to their credit, as lately over Gran Chaceo. 
They have also revealed that the adoption of a Re­
publican Government is no guarantee of the exhibi­
tion in practice of concomitant republican virtue and 
the character essential to its success. Neither is the 
phenomenon confined to this area.

These States are protected from outside influence 
by the Monroe Doctrine, which forbids territorial
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Yet thp0n 0,1 • dle Comment to any outside power, 
and n p" ai/f Jea/ous of domination by the U.S.A.; 
of tin- w  .mcncan Conference under the auspices 
Buenos V  *S 1 1 1 0 0 for this year, to be held at 
The o-rp. f'reS’ l°  a<̂ vance good relations all round, 
teen ^ a .n° lther”  Republic was formed from thir- 
under °m?s 01 _ settlements, established at the outset 
havino- . cneuuistances by disgruntled elements
Passinnc , 111 common with each other, where the 
1 v mim- B1fC -tnfes ° f the “  okl ”  world were carried 
mon frm r'n  mt°  the “ new .”  After their seces- 
thev w ' ntanb k  was with some difficulty that 
reservnf," 6 mac e lnto a permanent union, with strong
since pVn  S °,ve.r “  ^tate Rights ” ; a contention
dent k ,n ellC,eC 111 American affairs down to Presi- 
f„l inflnp eVC t and concerns of the New Deal. Bale- 
issue „ m p 8, T Viv<? from tlle hmt conflict over this 

1!C 1 e< to the greatest civil war of modern
times, fought to exhaustion on the weakerj1(̂ file 
where beyond the question involved, strong 
feeling was shown as obtaining between Pe<T  ^ c. 
different States with separate associations am ‘ 
cedents. A high Constitutional problem faces 
Republic ever the powers of the Federal Govern'1 ^ 
to deal with matters affecting the material we 
the country as a whole, raised by the kreSK >̂]ie)i 
policy, and decisions of the Supreme Court. ^  
whereas the former emigration to the U.S-A. " a 
kindred folk of North European lineage, during 
last half-century there has been an inroad of U® t 
of East and South European stocks which Pre . f 
questions of ethnical assimilation that discount 
American optimism therein. And has led to r , 
tions on their future entry; besides stern detern ^  
tion to exclude the Asiatic alien on the Western - 
with his low standard of life and foreign usage.

The Dominion of Canada occupies a singular P“ . 
tion, closely connected with the IJ.S.A., and kll^ c 
with the British system. It is also of cofflp08 
make-up in respect of its history and population, 
one-half are of British origin, and of the reman ^ 
the French Canadians, a fertile stock, are aim05 
numerous, and there are German, Scandinavian 
other European settlers. Strongly Roman 
entrenched in what was Lower Canada,

as
and

Cath°llC
ownin?

simply a nominal allegiance to the British Cij1" 
these French Canadians are a nationality in 11 
selves.1

This survey, within its limits, sufficiently den 
strates the realities underlying “  nationalism ” 111 t 
wider meaning. Whether of comparatively reĈ )(i 
emergence, or rooted in centuries of experience 
association, it includes ethnical, psychical, lingual 
historic factors elemental in their scope and incidei 
To which must be added in its developed charac 
the achievement of a polity and culture that nun1
to a congenial communal life. Either in a simple  ̂
complex expression this embraces a customary 113 . 
tude, a sanctuary from antipathetic alien infiue)1

lite'1'
tai"and modes, and the strongest incentive to mi" 

ance of national independence. It may as in cC’ t''|lf

a? 
a"

Eastern lands, amid a mixed population, partake 
the nature of a cult with its rites and obligations 
a basis of brotherhood. The Parsees of India are 
instance in point. In the West it is mainly secul"r 

1 o'bin direction and springs of action though reliff1' 
communion may enter in as with the French 
adians, or the Irish Free State, of to-day.

1 According to an estimate of the Population of the 
in 1870, out of 39 millions the Roman Catholics were 
proximatelv half a million. T11 the latest returns avail"" v> 
out of a population of 122 millions, Roman Catholics " ° 1 
number 18 millions. In Canada the same returns fi"'C 
population of 10,100,000, with 4 millions of Roman Cathol’1 
about s’/i millions of Protestants, and various sepfllil 
minor Communions.
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I lie leading European nations have a variety of 
idiosyncrasy in this regard. In her national egoism 
historic tradition, temperamental attitude and eco­
nomic structure France is among the most self- 
sufficient. In matters of the family system; house­
hold amenity, cuisine, art, and usage, she adduces a 
defined phase of civilization. Hong an arbiter in the 
sphere of fashion and feminine foibles therein 
(though that is not unchallenged) it is appropriate 
(''nt La République should be typified in caricature 
as a Woman. To pass from a French to an English 
atmosphere is to change into another spiritual clun- 
he, and a masculine aura. It has been said that the 
mglish developed a peculiar character after sevei- 

auce from dominion in France during the fifteenth 
century. Be that as it may, the seeds of English 
°nginality were sown in the Anglo-Saxon Kingdom 
>'ri°r to the Norman conquest and its questionable 
outcome— in the nascent Constitution, defined 
language and customary Haw— the Common Law of 
England, little affected by Roman legists. Passing 
ccmturies of pregnant experience, we have in the 
modern period the instincts of a barbaric maitiul 
People sublimated in the form of sport and games, 
"here combative qualities are exercised under rules 
I make up a secular standard of conduct and good 
orm. The old pleasure in pugilism brought in the 

hhrase a “  square fight ”  as guiding the contest. 
0ther phrases as “ it’s not chicket,”  “  to_ play the 
Kmne,” pass into a code of honour and fair dealing 
as a rule for life as well as sportsmanship; aspects of 
Popular “  ethics ”  detached from traditional religious 
not>ons and sanctions. To which may be added a 
■ "heal good humour and ironical travesty in face of 
t le trials of fortune, well shown in the War; absence 
of malignity in political satire and controversy in 
contrast to' the malice of French wit. Then when 
" e compare the individualism of English marriage, 
"here free choice of partners discounts familiar 
opinion, with the French mariage de convenance,
that ls, of suitability to the clan so upholding its
' ari's; representative English food and drink; the 

erve that savours the practice of personal freedom 
" e get two separate working interpretations of the 
'duct of living in its every-day actualities.2 
he causal agencies resulting in these traits and 

mal inodes, of which we give but a few illustra- 
>Us. are as difficult to trace as those producing the
1 "steal type and temper of their respective exemp-
2 t»..

"  dh the purely economic side of our subject we arc nott-re1(1 . Concerned. But we may note that the tone and out- 
;i ) ° ‘ the English Commonalty as it goes to-day reduce to 

'•‘liculous absurdity the classification in terms of Couti-
"ental Socialism, much in evidence of late in this journal.
I "' jargon of “ Proletariat”  and “ bourgeoisie”  has no 
""ring on English facts; the words are as meaningless as 
°reign. English class distinctions, as privately understood, 

l~ far too subtle to be included under this crude dual
"mniarv.

"ion Among the dwellers in “  mean streets ”  the

«1 "c respectable, in their own estimation, hold aloof from
,.e|r ruder neighbours. There are various categories that 
dule the “  workers ”  themselves. A bricklayer in full em- 

J ôyment earns a wage a bank clerk might envy. There is 
, ’ class-consciousness ”  in a public sense, as it is common 
j°r"1 now not to refer to one’s own “ class,” whatever it 
, pPPens to be in private estimation. Everyone with am 
"fi°n hopes to rise beyond where he started : “ A fair field 

' no favour.”  Many occupying the highest posts in com- 
•|"rce and industry began on the first rung of the ladder 
P ,e head of one of the greatest firms of contractors was 
lrst a navvy. Bismarck said of the English people they 
"®ve small hope to revolutionists, as they were without envy 
1 the “ rich,” and delighted in the spectacles the last pro­
dded like racing and the sight of a good horse. If a man 
¡■ °(ie a horse in Germany others felt, wliv should lie have a 
lc>rse and not me.

To which one may add the considerable re-distribution of 
""tional income which has taken place during the present 
"Ctltury; through taxation of “ wealth,” which helps to 
'"Cct “ social services,”  and a general increment in wage?

fars. The other great dynamic of nationalism lies 
in the institutions through which it operates politic­
ally, and sustain its mass needs. These further con­
trol and affect contacts with other States, and the 
relations usually classed as inter-national.

A usten V erney.

F ro m  B e lie f to B easo n

For many people, the pathway from bondage to doctrine 
and dogma is impossible. To others, it is a hard uphill 
fight to escape the fruit of seed sown in the receptive 
soil of the child mind. It involves acute and subtle 
reasoning which many adult minds are incapable of. 
The seeds of doubt and dissent were sown in the mind of 
the writer in a Unitarian Church, in which the minister 
read his lessons from The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. 
Very slowly the writer began to drift from the liberal 
atmosphere of Unitarianism with its free but uncritical 
thinking. It is so easy' to believe without subjecting or 
having subjected one’s belief to critical examination; 
but if one intends to venture beyond the pale of belief 
into the domain of reason, self-examination and analysis 
of one’s personal belief is highly important. We must 
be prepared to lay aside all preconceived ideas regardless 
of any pleasure the entertaining of them may have 
afforded, and face facts as they are.

Looking out on the world as we see it, we discover no 
evidence in support of the belief in an intelligence or 
power outside of, or above, the human. The Christian 
tells us there is a power or intelligence which he calls 
God. On this admission we very naturally conclude 
that all the hostile forces of nature, which man has no 
control over, such as earthquakes and storms, are 
directly traceable to this God if lie “  made all things.” 
For ages man has fought and attempted to master some 
of those hostile forces at great sacrifice of life and limb 
entirely unaided by this God. No! there is no “  Divin­
ity' that shapes our ends rough-hew them how we w ill.” 
Man alone lives and reigns upon the earth untouched, 
uninfluenced, by any- God.

To atone for “  this sorry scheme of things entire,”  the 
Christian tells us this God has made compensation by 
the provision of an endless life after death for man. 
Upon closer examination of this attractive provision, 
however, one finds it is conditional upon a personal as­
sent to a certain belief; the believer will enjoy eternal 
bliss, but the unbeliever will be subjected to horrible 
torture through all eternity. And when one turns with 
horror from cither prospect, one becomes an infidel or an 
Atheist and escapes both. One remembers too, that the 
“ gentle Jesus ”  taught such things as part and parcel of 
his Gospel, his message from God to man, and that later, 
his holy- church on earth seized and used them to propa­
gate his teaching for hundreds of years, until men 
groaned and sickened with disgust and despair at the 
cruelties inflicted upon humanity by the merciless and 
fiendish “  Holy Church.”

One of its most ghastly methods of torture and sup­
pression was burning human beings alive. Millions of 
pray'ers went up to heaven from the lips of those poor 
creatures as they endured the agonies of torture, but 
heaven remained silent, mute, to them all. As this 
ghastly panorama unfolds itself to the mind’s eye, we 
are reminded by the same “  Holy Church,”  that only 
their lack of temporal power prevents them from per­
petrating those cruelties to-day. Those of us who have, 
through the emancipation of reason, escaped from bond­
age to belief, into the pure atmosphere and sunlight of 
the realm of freedom of thought, have much to be thank­
ful for. We should be deeply grateful to and remember 
the noble army of known and unknown men and women 
whose pioneer work cleared the way for us by destroy­
ing some of the stubble and rubbish in the path of pro­
gress.

N orm an  C h ari,tov
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Correspondence
------------

SECULAR EDUCATION 

To the E d ito r  of the “ F reeth inker  ”

S ir ,— Y our contributor, Mimnermus, says in last 
week’s Freethinker : “  A few generations of really secu­
lar education and tlie last Christian may be embalmed 
for exhibition in the British Museum, alongside the 
mummies of Ancient E gypt.”

The dictum has surely never been given more clearly, 
and it seems to me to illustrate what you so often say of 
the persistence of Christian thought in the ranks of 
»Secularism. The advocates of State-aided and enforced 
Secular Education are in the same category as Romans, 
who wish for grants for their schools, or broad-minded 
liberals who demand simple Bible teaching.

Which of them will be dished remains to be seen. We, 
as likely as anyone. But whoever goes to the wall, our 
ideals of liberty for all alike, a fair field and no favour, 
will go with them. We Secularists should establish our 
own schools to teach our own opinions, and we should 
also refuse to pay for the teaching of Christianity.

W. W. K ensett.

MARXISM

»Si r ,— I see that you have replied strongly, and cor­
rectly, to a correspondent who claims that the same laws 
govern animal life as well as hum an; that is, that biology 
is the true social science. The woeful stuff that most bio­
logists write about social problems is typified by the pre­
posterous arguments of Sir Arthur Keith in defence of 
racial fanaticism, which you rightly castigate.

But I think it is not sufficiently known that so far 
from condoning this kind of muddle, Marxism takes as 
its central point that society cannot be analysed purely 
from the biological angle, that when man invented the 
tool (and thence developed mind) he separated from 
nature (though related to it dialectically and making a 
unity with it).

The trouble is, however, that so many “  materialists ” 
take an idealist attitude towards mind. Though they 
admit that it is material in origin, they treat it as if it 
obeyed laws of its own formulation and was free ab­
stractly to impose its will on nature. Mind is related 
dialectically to body, and all the material facts of 
society; that is, it can only develop on certain lines and 
in certain directions; it modifies conditions, but only as 
a part of the movement of those conditions with which 
it makes a dialectical unity. Much of the misery that 
has been caused in the world has been caused by the be­
lief that mind can impose itself directly on phenomena—  
which means, in fact, impose some abstract emotionally 
— a conditioned desire. This type of fallacy, of which 
Christiahity is the supreme example, appears (in milder 
form) in the vague positivist ideas that so often accom­
pany “  materialism.”

Jack L in d s a y .

The fanatic not only habitually flies to extremes but to 
opposed extremes. Thus Jesus, after an excessive glori­
fication of humility indulges in the most revolting threats 
of hell-fire. Once more I shall be told that Christ “  did 
not mean ”  that which he said. He only spoke meta­
phorically. Once more is forced upon us the difficulty of 
deciding when Jesus means exactly what he says and 
when he docs not. It is a matter of observation to-day 
that many of the teachers of religion are ashamed of this 
horrible teaching of the founder of their religion, and a 
dignitary of the English Church has endeavoured to 
translate the eternal damnation of his Master into eternal 
hope. . . . But Christ in his wild fanaticism taught the 
literal hell as punishment for the most trivial faults.

Dr. E. B. Aveling.

SUNDAY LECTUBE NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farrlngdon Street, London, 
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

LONDON
OUTDOOR

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3-3°. Sunday, 
Messrs. Bryant, Evans, Barnes and Tuson. Freethinker on 
sale at Kiosk. Should be ordered in advance to avoid 1S 
appointment. Freethinker and Spain and the Church on 
sale outside the Park gates.

INDOOR

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (The Primrose Restaurant, 
66, Heath Street, Hampstead, N.W.3, one minute fr0111 
Hampstead Underground Station) : 7.30, P. Dooley—” Com­
munism.”

K ingston-on-Thames and District Branch N.S.S. (C’'Jr 
ence Club House, 56 London Road, Kingston) : 7'°> ' ” 
R. H. Rosetti—“  A Search for God.”

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Winter Garden Ballrooms, 
High Street, Clapham, S.W.4) : 7.0, Chapman Cohen-” ! ’« 
Fight for Freedom of Thought.”

South Place E thical Society (Conway Hall, Red L'°° 
Square, W.C.i) : i i .o, J. Ivangdon Davies (News Chronic < 
Correspondent in Spain)— “ Spain and Ourselves.”  ,

W est L ondon Branch N.S.S. (The Laurie Arms, Crawfora 
Place, Edgware Road, W.) : 7.30, Archibald Robertson- 
“  Thirty Years of—Progress.”

COUNTRY

i n d o o r .

B irkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. (Beechcroft Settle­
ment Whetstone Lane) : 7.0, H. Little (Liverpool)-” ? 01“ ' 
ance.”

Birmingham  Branch N.S.S. (Shakespeare Rooms, Edmund 
Street, near Livery' Street) : 7.0, Impromptu Debate—“ Is 
Gambling an Evil?” Affir.: Mr. W. T. Smith. Neg-: ’vlr' 
H. W. Cottingham.

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Laycock’s Cafe, entrance via 
passage facing Burtons) : 7.15, Parliament Night. Motion : 

that capital punishment must be abolished ”
Brighton Branch N.S.S. (Brighton and Hove Pari1*' 

incut) : 7.30, Monday, November 2, Mr T Cecil Keast 'V1‘* 
introduce a Bill for debate-“  Disestablishment and P«“ 1' 
dowment of the Church of England.”

Burnley (St. James’ Hall, Burnley) • n o  Mr J Clayt011- 
E dinburgh Branch N.S.S. (Frecgardener’s’ Hall, Pleat# 

Place, Edinburgh) : 7.0, Debate-“  Is the God Idea Consis-
tent with the Present-day Thought ?” _Affir ■ Mr.
Monaghan. Neg. ; Mr. A. G. »Senior!

G lasgow Secular Society (McLellan Galleries, 270 Sauch* 
lehaH Street, Glasgow) : 7.0, Mr. J. McLeod, M.A., Ed.B." 

Effective Social Thinking.”
L iverfool Branch N.S.S. (Transport Hall, entrance 

Christian Street, Islington, Liverpool) : 7.0 K. KgertoH
Stafford (Bootle)—"  Democracy or Fascism.”

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall T-Tumberstot« 
Gate : 6.30, Mr. Joseph M cCabe-“  The Church and the 
People m Spain.”

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Co-operative Hall Green 
.Street) : 7.0, Mr. N. Charlton.

V EGETARIAN  country home with middle-aged c0U’ n̂ 
offered to companionable man or woman willing 

share in work of home or garden. Separate bungalow 
sleeping, meals together if desired. Ten shillings per vve£ 
inclusive.— W. K knsett, “ Harmony,” Furze View, Si'*1 
fold, Sussex.

--- --- -

| The Christian Sunday: Its History 

i and Its Fruits

I
By  A.  D.  M C L A R E N  

Price 2d . ------------- Postage id.

I
!
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What the Church did for Spain

SPAIN AND THE CHURCH
C H APM AN COHEN

A  pamphlet that should be distributed by the thousand

P r i c e ,  l | d .  p o s t  f r e e .  12 c o p ie s  f o r  lO d .  p o s t  f r e e  

100  c o p ie s ,  6 s . p o s t  f r e e

* ----
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the sex  education society,
127 H arley Street, L ondon, W .i

arranged for D r . PRYNS HOPKINS to Lecture 1

•f

i 
i 
i

I
__ i

---------------------------------------------------------- -

j
N a t i o n a l  s e c u l a r  s o c i e t y  I

Has _______  _ ____ ______ _ _
011 “ Causes of Opposition to Sexual Freedom.”

T he Suffolk G alleries, Suffolk Street, H ay- 
AiaurET, W .i ., on Tuesday, November io at 8 p.m.

Members of the Society will be admitted free to the 
,«.c*ures upon production of a member’s ticket.

lckets will be issued for single lectures at a cost of 
2s. each.

A Social Gathering

will be held in the C axton 

H a l l , Council Chamber, Caxton 

Street, Victoria Street, S.W .i. 
On S aturday , N ovember, 28th, 

1936. Doors open 6.30. p.m. 
Commence 7 p.m.

(

Ì
I
!
I
I
i
j
i

Tickets (including Light Refreshments) 
2s. 6d. each

R. H. Ro s e t t i, General Secretary. 

68 Farringdon Street, 

London, E.C.4

(
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UNWANTED CHILDREN
In a Civilized Community there should he no 

UNWANTED Children.

An Abridged List (16 pages) of Birth Control Requisites 
and Books sent post free for a i l/id. stamp.

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.
established  nearly  hale a century

llllllllllllll'lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllt

Special Offer to New Readers

TH E “ F R E E T H IN K E R ”

is published every Thursday, and may be ordered direct 
from the publishing office at the following rates : 
One Year, 15s.; S ix  Months, 7s. 6d .; Three Months 
3s • 9<1-

Until December 31, 1936, a year’s subscription will en­
title the sender to a selection of five shillingswortli of 
Pioneer Press publications, provided that he is not 
already a subscriber. This offer applies to new sub­
scribers only.

The Freethinker is indispensable to anyone who wishes 
to keep in touch with the Freetliought movement in this 
country, or to the fearless and uncompromising criti­
cisms of religious belief.

To the P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon .Street, London, 
E.C.4.

Please send me the Freethinker for one year, for 
which I enclose 15s. .Send me also the following publi­
cations to the value of 5s. free of cost and carriage. I 
am not already a subscriber to the Freethinker.

Name ..........................................................................

Address ..........................................................................

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
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j ..........
| NOW R E A D Y

(
| New Edition (Fourth). Revised and Enlarged

| CHRISTIANITY SLAVERY AND
| LABOUR
i

CHAPM AN COHEN

__ *
*

Í
i

This work is admittedly the most complete indictment published of 
the Christian Church and its connexion with Slavery, Labour, and 
related questions. The whole has been carefully revised and greatly 
enlarged.

W ITH  TW O P L A T E S

P r i c e ,  C lo t h  c o v e r ,  2s. 6 d . P o s t a g e  3 d . P a p e r  c o y e r ,  I s .  6 d . P o s t a g e  2 d .

CONCERNING
PROGRESSIVE
REV ELA TIO N

By Vivian Phelips
Calls for the frank discussion 
of the theory of a Progressive 
Revelation which has been pro­
pounded as a convincing proof 
of the truth of the Christian 
creed. The facts brought to 
light by the comparative 
method concerning the various 
religions of the world are of the 
greatest interest, and deeply 
concern every one of us. An 
explanation is urgently needed.

&

Clothette,  Is.  net
( by post Is. 3d. )

LONDON : W ATTS & CO.

5 &  6 Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E .C .4

N A T I O N A L  S E C U L A R  S O C I E t Y

W inter Garde*1 
Ballrooms
High Street, Clapham, S.W-4
Door open 6.30 p m. Commence TO

CHAPMAN COHEN
will lecture on

“ T H E  FIGHT FOR FREE'  
DOM O F T H O U G H T ”

Questions and discuss­
ion cordially invited

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st, 1936

Admission free. Reserved scats la. each

Printed and Published by Tns Pionbkk P ress, (G. W. Foots & Co., Ltd.), 6/ Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.


