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Views and Opinions

0>i°Us Mendicancy
alt], Isii \nity is a mendicant kind of a creed, and 

't often enough illustrates the adage of the 
giy °I the l>eggar who is set on horseback, yet it 

lls an example of mental mendicancy in its most 
Ghr!S .In°nients. The orthodox attitude of the true 
theISluln's °n his knees, with his eyes closed. It is 
Courptitl'de °I a slave before his master, of the servile 
fcy ltr before an autocratic monarch. The closed 
iiur . ai.e symbolical of mental somnolence, the kneel- 
^yi^Ititude of unquestioning submission. Men, real 
Th.1’ *)° n°t kneel in front of anyone; they stand.

not close their eyes when they are address- 
\vii> .'Ul"V<>Ue’ Uiey keep them open and give those to
I .  " '.th ey  are speaking “ gaze for gaze,
li . ytl«s wished people to treat the “  monster ’ ’ re- 
sp °u- And in his petitions to his God the Christian 
j j ’'Vs a definite mental and physical mendicancy. 
e]i( L‘u to any prayer by any parson, High or Low 
a]1(l"cll> Roman Catholic, Anglican or Nonconformist, 
a ‘ there js seetl) or hearCL the same thing. It is all 
llii 'Se <<0h, Lord, give us ” — this or that, or some- 
Wi It is always a whine as to one’s own un-
Hi'."tkiiiess or helplessness, and a begging for some- 
|1("T- It is the attitude of the beggar in the gutter 
Wh out bis hand to the passer-by, and whether 
,,( is asked for be “  spiritual ”  benefits or material 
'h’Dex-s, the mental attitude is the same. No, not 

e bie same, for the beggar in the gutter may have
briv;itely of those from whom hels y j  a very poor opinion
.soliciting alms, and that may to some extent pre- 
r>)) v° his self-respect. But the Christian mendicant 
n . 'is knees in Church or at home, would never per- 

himself to form a poor opinion of the God from 
I'*"! he is asking favours.
hie longs for the sight of a godite who has the 

I Hlrage to stand up with his eyes open, and to tell the 
things. To point out to him that as a father has 

v"hes towards his children, so God has duties to- 
ar<ls those whom he has made and from whom he

asks worship: that it really is not man’s duty to beg 
God to give him understanding and courage to think 
rightly and live properly. It is God’s duty to see 
that all his children have these things, and when he 
sees them thinking or acting wrongly it is his duty 
to see that they are set on the right path. I do not 
know whether it is correct to say that worshippers get 
the god they deserve, or gods get the worshippers for 
whom they ask. All I am certain of is that at present 
neither reflects credit 011 the other. If men have the 
same rights against their father in heaven that child­
ren have against their parents on earth, they should 
stand up and demand them. If they have no rights 
whatever, then they should at least have enough man­
liness to express their opinion of the one who planned 
to fill the world with a population of mendicants, and 
has only fallen short of realizing his plan by the in­
curable heresy of some of his children. But, 0I1 men, 
Stand up !

* * *
Q uantity or Q uality

The Daily Herald claims a circulation of two mil­
lion copies daily. And it is certain that no paper in 
tins country could have anything more than a fraction 
of that sale if it appealed to people who were in the 
habit of mentally standing on their hind legs look­
ing things straight in the face. To gain huge circu­
lations a paper must write down, not up. It must 
give their readers little to think about, and “ tell them 
things,”  rather than excite them to a mental activity 
that enables them to find things out for themselves. 
In other words, a paper that wishes to have a circu­
lation running into millions must take full advantage 
of the training that some fifty or sixty generations of 
Christianity have given the people. If the Herald be­
lieves, as it appears to profess to believe, that God 
made the world and made man, and that there is a 
plan through it all, then it must show its gratitude to 
God by taking full advantage of the human material 
he has placed within their reach. The eyes of the 
people must not be opened too widely, nor must their 
understanding be raised to the level of realizing that 
their religious training has been wholly on the wrong 
lines. Above all they must not be encouraged to be­
lieve that if there is a God such as Christians picture, 
he ought to do what he can to help man without any 
asking, and if he does not, then man had better try 
what he can do for himself and not bother any more 
about a deity who will only do something if man be­
comes a mendicant.

The Daily Herald for September 15 prints what is 
called in these two million a day papers a leading 
article dealing with the Address by Sir William 
Beveridge on trade cycles, and his forecast of a turn 
of bad trade in the near future. The article consists 
of just about 250 words— about twenty-five to thirty 
lines of one of the columns of the Freethinker, and 
which a man might dash off while dictating a letter,
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or in between cigarettes. Papers that aim at big cir­
culations must not strain the mental capacity of their 
readers too much, and 250 words is a reasonable tax. 
The article points out the obvious truth that forecasts 
about economic changes are all based upon the exist­
ence and persistence of the present economic system. 
And then come this brilliant passage: —

There is nothing ordained by Providence about the 
trade cycle. Providence would not ordain anything 
so foolish as the throwing out of productive employ­
ment, at regular intervals, of anything up to a fifth 
of the working population.

Now no parson, not even the Bishop of London with 
his superb capacity for saying idiotic things, could 
better that. The Herald, we admit, knows as much 
concerning the ways of Providence as an ordained 
parson, who lias been “  called ”  by Providence to ex­
plain its ways to man. And it is a tribute to the gal­
lantry of the Herald that as it probably believes that 
Providence has helped it to get two million readers, 
it stands up for Providence when Sir William 
Beveridge, even by implication, blames it for cycles 
of trade depression. It says that Providence would 
not ordain our present economic system. There may 
be some authority for this, for there are occasions 
mentioned in the Bible and the New Testament when 
Providence sent ravens to feed some of its prophets, 
rained down food from heaven to feed its worshippers, 
while on one memorable occasion a “ multitude ”  of 
people were fed with a few loaves and fishes, and 
there was actually more food left at the end of the 
feast than there was at the beginning. But those 
days were long ago, and perhaps the game of “  You 
scratch my back and I ’ll scratch yours ”  was then 
played more strictly.

* * *
The W ays of P rovidence

The Herald is sure that Providence would not ordain 
anything so foolish as the throwing out of productive 
employment a fifth of the working population. I 
suppose we must all take the Herald’s familiarity 
with the ways of Providence for granted, and yet, 
even taking its word for it, the thesis presents certain 
difficulties. For if Providence did not ordain the 
present economic system, who or what did? Are we 
to believe that Providence overlooked a thing so im­
portant as an economic system? I think this is 
hardly a reasonable proposition, for although I have 
not the cheap and easy-going philosophy that is able 
to reduce everything to a system of economics, which 
like the religious system, saves a man a devil of a lot 
of thinking, still, the economic system is a thing of 
importance, and a providence that could overlook its 
significance exhibits marked shortcomings. Or is 
Providence a kind of departmental rule in the sense 
that it looks only after certain things, and lets the 
rest go to the devil ? This would imply Providence is 
only a degree less foolish, than most of its worship­
pers; for life, after all, functions as a whole, and it is 
not much use if Providence first arranges a bountiful 
harvest, and then permits certain people or things to 
prevent it being enjoyed as it should be by a fifth of 
the population. Really I shudder to think what would 
be said by the Herald of a government that arranged 
for a liberal out-of-work pay, and then permitted the 
clerks in the labour bureaus to take nine-tenths of the 
allotted allowance. Again, will the Herald be good 
enough to explain (I am willing to make a sub­
stantial bet that it won’t, for I would never hesitate 
to back a really “ dead cert,” ) if Providence did not 
ordain the present economic system, who did? And 
also if Providence did not design it and, apparently, 
cannot redesign it, what is the use of Providence any­
way? Does the Herald wish us to believe that Provi-

I936

self beJP wpea man can do the work hiw-

to à ‘locomotive^ ^  “  ab° Ut “  helpful aS "'ingS

the ' f t!lere 1S a Providence, and from
exists ,> n knowledge of it, I gather that it actually

a few f a c t s 'W ^ r  Vety peculiar thill£s- Consider 
Provide«n ■ W e 1Ve ln a day  when the belief in 
ill the hi r 18 nir0re discredited than it has ever been 
deuce shoid? ?  ™an *̂nd. I t  is a time when Provi- 
better in t \  ltS Pest to commend itself to the 
t]lat it 1Jnte,liSence of to-day, and should see
tions in .T rn best rePresentatives in official pom- 
nctuallv o  ? r h-  V« «  this critic»! Urn » 
the maionT r f°£ the puIpits of the Church men, 
P a r s o n 1 ’V ° "  10111 are mentally poorer than the
that niav ’?  e' er Peen- I t  provides fish in the sea 

‘ > he used for food, and after it has been- ■ -1. into'back i'lt0 
Of course it ratf

suggested that in using the fish for manure 1 ^  .fl

caught it permits men to dump tons of it b 
the sea or use it for manure.

other foodstuffs, we have an example of the way
which Providence tries to outwit the upholders o ftllC 

"  - "  • ’ again out-
which Providence tries to outwit the up 
present system. But, alas, Providence is use
witted, for the food-stuffs that are grown by * ie ed 
of the fish that were bred for food, is again deS 1 ¡c 
by those who wish to keep the present eC01 j
system in existence. Providence creates one  ̂ ^
to live, and then creates another animal to eat.' „lie

for
itliC

grows the plant from which we get quinine U1 
part of the world, and then permits a disease! 
which quinine might be used, to develop in 
part. It reminds me of the comment of a . 
sailor to whom, while walking on the South ,

I was describing the huge quantity of niepier, 3 in
ites, from pin-head size up to those weighing t°ni’

W hy,”  *- ,ed.weight, that fell upon the earth. “  W hy,” be s  ̂
the darned things might kill people.”  I a* 

Well, he replied, “  God’s kind

aid.

but careless; P°

ced t'>at

damned careless.”  I assured him that many a 
had written a volume without saying more. He 
spilled a mouthful. I am therefore unconvin 
Providence would not do anything foolish. ,

is to
that it is in intellectual harmony with what 

national ”  papers say. . a
to the Herald

it might be well to drop its foolish talk about Pr| ,
a

itmyuniig 1UUII311-
always doing foolish things— perhaps that is tô

I suppose it is no use suggesting

dence, and to show a little less eagerness to stand
8ÎD1

well with the more stupid of its religious readers, 
to do more justice to those movements that arc 
side all religion and will not play to the reP jj0ti 
crowd. It might point to its two million circuit 
and reply that two million readers are not picke1 # 
by following the suggested line, and the pennies  ̂
million fools are more satisfactory than those 0 j 
thousand philosophers. So I expect in spite of a 
may say, and in spite of the letters it so often S 
protesting against an obvious playing to a very c11̂ , 
form of religious belief— letters which arc never 1’  ̂
lished— the Herald will go on expounding the 1 
poses of Providence, and feel that in its two mil 
circulation it has evidence that Providence a£re 
with all it says.

C hapman CoW

Without free speech no search for Truth is possible
Without free speech no discovery of Truth is nsC ' , 
Without free speech progress is checked and . j( 

nations no longer march forward to the nobler life 'vblC 
the future holds for man. . I

Better a thousand fold abuse of free speech than dell!‘ j 
of free speech. The abuse dies in a day, but the deI1,‘ 
slays the life of the people and entombs the hope of 
race.—Charles Bradlaugh.
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The Hall-mark of Hinduism

“ Once men saw phoenixes; they are ^one, 
is not therefore disenchanted.”  Ew oson.

“ A. man must stand erect, not be k e p t ,  erect b> 
others.”—Marcus Aurelius.

According to the Indian Year Book, the Pop'^ a| '° ^  
°i that huge country is given as 353>000>000’ " , £

that Bombay can show 70 different sty « o *  
clothing, each of which tells the racial or soc ^
tion of its wearer. T+ " f '  1It is a Continent rather than a

. , ns population is actually three-fourths
0t tlle British Empire. And it has also been pointed onf 4-i- • — 1

country, for its population

that India is the most godly country in theout _ there
world, for there are almost as many deities as ^
■« inhabit«»»». India is now part o f t b e  B r ^ t  
Irnpire, and its higher castes, so as
»?. are of the same Aryan or Indo-European 
ourselves. The Aryan family has spread
"ow one branch, inhabiting a little 1S an teem- 
°i miles distant from its cradle, ru es o\ci ^
'"S millions of its kindred who found a homeIndia.

Hence the religions of this vast countryrest — - -tcrest
,as °t those of our own fellow-subjects. Its

"’inflation includes nearly two hundred millions ot 
U'doos, more than fifty millions of Mohammedans, 

5?? "'any millions of other faiths, including Bud- 
usin. Hinduism is not onlyr the most important, 
".*■ die oldest of existing faiths. I t  is so old that its 
''"'ns are lost in the twilight of history, and we are 
c cfiated to a varied literature extending over such 
ast Periods of time that the imagination boggles at

tlle recital.

. This religion is not identified with one name, as 
ls die case with Buddhism or Mohammedanism. It 
Cl'Unts poetSj propfiets, priests, law-givers, and philo- 
‘"Inters past computing. I t has no one Bible, but it 
,ls a long series of sacred books, so contradictory 
'.at they may be used to support any kind of doc- 

■ri,le‘ deistic, tritlieistic, polytheistic, or pantheistic.
writings is the Rig-Veda,°f these sacred ......... „ ------------- o

Ctuu over a thousand hymns, composed fifteen
dit; " les> °r more, before the Christian era. In ad-

of dmt explain and elaborate the ritualistic use 
to

. to these, there are the Brahmanas, subsequent 
it explain and elaborate the ritualistic use 

old hymns; and also the Upanishads, intended
t^t'f^natize the earlier writings. It is noticeable 
'on 'e °BEr Vedas are poetic, and, in this connex- 

We recall similar hymns imbedded in the
"'¡stir111 Bible (Numbers xxi. 14-30.) Thèse songs,

Cl

Ron Were originally handed down orally from
0r '■ 'ution to generation, and at length men believed, 
0ap taught to believe, that they had l>een super- 
tlie o 1Iy revealed. Critics have learned to regard 
C Sods ”  themselves as mere diseases of language.

it may be, in fevers of poetic fancy, in°UeeiVed1*rv.. »
■̂°Cess of time . . . . . . . .

as  ̂ Hindoos were ;>oets, but they were children
Hie the deliriums became personified.

Well.a ■ The Rig-Veda proves it beyond cavil. It is
fll;.'l'"Ble of hymns, tied together thousands of years 

a],. to the worship of the Sun, and so ignited many
ti'nó <̂n ^le glorification of Fire. It led, in due

,'Us °f thé ancient world.
¡¡I I " Primitive peoples the approach of darkness was
ti0]] B"‘ coming of death, and the dawn was rcsurrec- 
(]n,. ¡he potent forces which produced night and
¡on B’üy regarded as beings whose moods genuflex- 

s ootild affect.
?,nt"ries. 
vhi '

This view persisted through the 
Millenniums later, when the early

hoV !Stians prayed, they turned to the East. Their 
¡5̂ ,;, ay was, as the holy day of Christendom still is,

'"day, day of the Sun.

In plain English, this primitive religion was largely 
nature worship. Idol worship, caste, suttee, en­
forced widowhood, self-mutilation, transmigration of 
souls, became connected with Hinduism at much 
later stages. At one period in Hinduism the monistic 
note was struck, but not for long. The order and 
oneness of Nature came home to. them, and the funda­
mental note was struck— “  There is but one being, 
no second.”  They called this Brahma, but, later, 
two other deities were associated with him, Vishnu, 
the preserver, and Siva, the destroyer. Thus origi­
nated the idea of the Trinity centuries before the 
Christian religion was dreamed of. The extrava­
gant sacerdotalism was the work of the Brahmans, 
whose position became almost unchallenged. For 
millenniums, not centuries, they were the counsellors 
of the Hindoo princes and the tyrants of the Hindoo 
people.

Caste is one of the curses of India. Originally in­
troduced as the natural outgrowth of one condition of 
society, it has long outlasted its usefulness. It now 
divides Hindoo society into innumerable classes and 
cliques. It fosters exclusiveness and kills ambition, 
enterprise, and combined adventure, and sets one 
part of the community against another. We have 
caste here in England, but a keen Oriental critic has 
pointed out that the lines of our social division are 
horizontal, and range in the social strata one above 
the other. In India these lines are perpendicular, 
and run from top to bottom of the social body, divid­
ing and separating one social stratum from every 
other.

Hinduism, like the religion of the Ancient Egyp­
tians, was aristocratic in type. It taught that a 
mortal covtld not attain divinity until annihilation was 
complete. Of the elect, that is; of the higher castes, 
of the priests, of the princes. But not of the~people. 
The ideal was not for them nor was salvation. 
Twenty-four lakhs of birth separated the people from 
the prelates and the rajahs. It was because Gotama 
challenged this that Buddhism attracted so many 
devotees from the ranks of Hinduism.

Scholars are not free to tell all they know. They 
would loose their positions if they did. Max Muller, 
who edited the English versions of Sacred Books of 
the East, would not include the Christian Bible in the 
collection. Sir James Frazer did not pursue his in­
vestigations too closely into the New Testament, and 
Sir Oliver Lodge reads the “  lessons ”  in a church. 
Even the guarded admissions scholars make are 
written in scientific language, and published at ex­
travagant prices. At this the clergy smile, for they 
realize that mere academic debates never threaten 
their position. Had Voltaire attacked bigotry and 
superstition in the dry-as-dust method of professors, 
we should not know his name to-day. Had Paine’s 
Age oj Reason been written in Latin, instead of plain 
English, it would never have influenced the living 
world of men.

There arc whole libraries of books on Sanskrit, the 
first stammer of European speech. Yet how many 
people are aware that the name for the sun to our 
remote ancestors was “ deva,”  derived from the Sans­
krit root “  div.”  In time this produced “  deus,”  
“  devi,”  “  divinities,”  numberless, accursed, adored, 
forgotten. The bed-rock term applied to all abstrac­
tions that are still, or have been, worshipped, means 
“  That which shines,”  and the name which in the 
early Orient signified a sun-god designates the triune 
priest-made deity of Christians to-day. “ The wheel 
has come full-circle,”  and the association between 
the earliest form of superstition and the debased 
money-grabbing religion of our day is clear to the 
discerning.
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What a divine comedy it all is ! And wliat a long,' 
weary journey has man been led by priests. Men 
have prayed to blocks of stone, invoked scorpions, 
sung hymns to scarabs, coaxed the jackal with 
psalms, placated the ibis with dances, and bent 
knees to cats, crocodiles, and dolls. It is so ridicu­
lous that it almost makes one ashamed of one’s 
species. Yet, had man not looked down but up, had 
man stood erect instead of kneeling, he would soon 
have learpt the tricks of the priests. Religions’ 
brightest days were always in the dark ages. To­
day, in the lialf-empty temples, from which the gods 
have long sigee fled, the priests wait anxiously. It 
is the beginning of the end of Priestcraft, which has 
ridden roughshod over the liberties of the people for 
so many centuries. For Time, the father of all the 
gods, is also their destroyer.

M imnermus.

Notes on the Higher Cynicism

Man is a spiritual being; his souls pants after the in­
finite mysteries of the spirit, as he thirsts for a cool­
ing draught of beer on a scorching day. He soars on 
his spiritual wings to rest in peace on the sheltered 
bosom of the absolute. In spite of empty churches, 
and because of empty churches; by the fact that he 
is better, by the fact that he is worse; in the face of 
the competition of the cinema, Sunday games, cheap 
travel and hiking; man has still that divine spark in 
his breast tjiat needs but to feel again the fanning 
breeze of faith to burst into a glow of religious fervour.

Thus runs the message pf our modern prophets; 
they speak witli the tongues of angels, and broadcast 
with the miracles of men, by radio, and press, and 
pulpit. Kist again to the old pld story, in a new, 
form. It is the spirit that matters, do not mind the 
form it takes; science cannot explain religion, science 
can only destroy the form, cry these busy vendors of 
religion without theology, politics without party, 
spirit without matter, mind without body, and ome­
lettes without eggs.

Our civilization is based on Christianity says one; 
Christianity is a product of our civilization says an­
other. By its aid we have, risen from the corruption 
of Paganism to our present state, whatever it is; also 
we have made our life one that enables the Christian 
dower to blossom. Without Christianity we would 
be nowhere; without a society formed to foster re­
ligion we wopld be somewhere else.

Christianity lias freed the slave and tempered the 
rigour pf barbarous laws and customs. Christianity 
has given to thousands that patient spirit and humility 
to withstand the cruelty and contumely of tyrants. 
In short, Christianity is the religion of slaves and 
fools; the slaves like it, and the fools believe in it.

Christian morality is the highest yet known in the 
world. If prevents a Christian from doing wrong; 
and when he has, forgives him his sin and makes him 
as good as before. Morality is not the fear of doing 
wrong, but wliat other people will think is wrong. 
Christianity also teaches us to do what is right; any­
thing a good Christian does is right.

The garb of the Christian is humility and suffering; 
Hie Christian is humble and other people suffer for it. 
When a priest talks of the necessity for virtue, lie for­
gets tliift for most people the only virtue possible is 
the virtue of necessity.

Christianity brought the spirit of tolerance into re-  ̂
ligious controversy— tolerance for itself. Christ­
ianity being true, and other religions being false, it 
allowed tolerance for the truth only. The Jews have

SErTEMUlîR 27,

not tolerated^- oi Christian tolerance; what is
do not ha e T f  fa,se Hebrew faith. Christians 
Christ was one * KCaUse tI,ey  are Jews, but because

like w hiskv'm i lx v̂erty  have always gone together, 
promises and !' ^  a’ Pfead and cheese, and Christian 
to heaven th , 'LS‘. P IS easier for a poor man to go 
and the  ̂ " Cp 0Ile; but Dm rich seem satisfied,
chance. As their right when they have the
best of a bnU i'e !)° 0r pave 110 choice, they make the
yet decided a, "ain- Jews and Christians have not

"  10 made the legal bargain; whether
ses or Christ secured the contract.

H eavenT  and H ell are not places but states of mind, 

those uho'i'f- ie ,a hel1 of a l)lacei and the minds of 
hell of a state'^ *S a state m’ nd must he in a

only aes e w 7 Very° ne wil1 to heaven; others sa> 
life t h e i r %  W- If  every°ne Boes to heaven, the 
know- if ' !  n0t be very different from the one i'e 
ent that w "  ChoSen few > t,lei1 if will be so differ­
ent that we will want it to be the same.

ianitv Kr°eaf eaCh. f S US the Motherhood of man; Chrfet- 
I, teaches t ’eSi he ?pirit of universal love and peaf- 
Prince of ' octrmes of David in the name of the 
they do L  6 - When Christians fight Christians 
other C h S tS m 1̂  ° f Christian ity-an d  to spite the

a n c u S  Chr“ ?-3litr  depends 011 the Christian family; 
In heaven i n f ' 3"  famiIy 011 the Christian marriage- 
marriages are^  'V '*  marnage or giving in marriage, 
tile imnn , made 111 Heaven— to judge from some

chandise M a rk s 'A c tt0 ** prosecuted under tl,e ^  

T  5'" !« '  V  the priests; Protestants W 
million TheSa,tho]lcs have one Pope; Protestants # 
Church , v i  ° d i ° f  the niartyrs is he seed of f  
m a rty a L fo , m f  has ready to make
-......... •' J  ther churches. Without the help fWith*Catholics, Protestants would have no martyrs. liiar-

•liie:llout the help of Pagans, Catholics would have i'° 
tyrs. Making martyrs is the only thing 
Catholics have been of use to Protestants, Pll> 
ants to Catholics, and Catholics and Protestin' * 
each other.

Christians are divided by the problem of evil. ï i ’1
GW

say man is conceived in sin and born in ini<llllt> • |)e 
made man perfect, and perfect man then chose ceCt 
evil path. Perfect God, after failing to make P1-1 
man, sent sin into the world to try and make l'1*11 j 
the error of his ways. Priests say afflictions are^^n 
by God for our own good, and then say they ( 
exist for God’s. 1(1

Man cannot live without God. Without God 
vould be as the beasts that perish; without man  ̂  ̂
would have no reason for existing. The purp°s 0( 
man is to carry out God’s will. The purp°A 
God is to have a will for man to carry out. Gm  ̂
alts the humble and brings low the lniglity-—and 
begins again. j

The priest is the go-between twixt man and '  ̂
Without the priest God forgets mail, and man,
God is useful to the priest and the priest to God, f 
without man they would be of no use to one afl° ^ 
When good fortune attends man it is due to 
priests’ intercession with God; when bad fortune ‘ |, 
on man, the priests say it is due to God’s anger '' )(j 
man. The priests get the benefit of the good,
man gets tlie blame for calamity. . ,,

ti'"-One minister saaid we are in danger of forgel
God. If the priests would only let us forget we
put up with it. Some writers say we can have

ri' 
G od

ligion without a Gtxl; others that we can have , 
without a religion. A  religion without God is
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motor-car without a driver; God without a re ip  
hke a driver without a motor-car. The he ie 111 
is well-nigh universal— amongst the unthin'ing, 
the exception with the wise, 'I he fear o ,0.1 , .
kegittning of wisdom; but the beginning o "ist 
Hie end of God. . , „ AAr

I d ris  Le . A braham.

scientific spirit. Instead of anticipating the physics 
of the future they cling to the physics of the past. 
They do not stimulate us by a picture, however 
fanciful, of what the analogies of nature and politics 
actually point to; they seek rather to patch and dislo­
cate current physics with some ancient myth, once 
the best physics obtainable, from which they have 
not learned to extricate their affections.

A

Things Worth Knowing

TV.

Science and L ife

scien ST ancl T'ite blameless way of criticizing 
That > 1S t0 b°int out that science is incomplete. 
iin ovvs bist is indeed its commonest boast; and
its of1 , ,science is so pessimistic as to suppose that 
t'S'inl"' * 'S over' wish to supplant science and to 
Lre * ltS COllcll,si°11s as largely provisional is there- 
sl|irit"1<f  ̂ ^laU ê8itiniate. It is actually to share the 
yti... °. eil(iuiry and to feel the impulse towards in- 
trutl^11011' When new truths come into view, old 
ljgllt. are thereby reinterpreted and put in a new 
mit fS° that ^’e acquisitions of science not only ad- 
any 0 revision, but loudly call for it, not wishing for 
Hle ° 'Cr authority or vindication than that which 

^  might find in the context of universal truth. 
txti,i, 1t'Wlsc science in this spirit would be merely to 

lVt„
'v°iii(J 'i>e rc<1” 's't:c or fitted for the task. Knowledge 
il0t | ke transformed by more similar knowledge, 
iilR s°nie verbal manipulation. Yet while wait- 
a in-01 exberience to grow and accumulate its lessons, 

kenius, who had drunk deep of experience 
Jje ' ; * ’’fight imagine some ultimate sympathesis. 
Scj """fit venture to carry out the suggestions of 
\vi 00 au<̂  anticipate the conclusions it would reach

^  completed.
pr ,e kanie is certainly dangerous, especially if the 
"¡tli 'eCy 's "ttered with any air of authority; yet 

luck and a fine instinct, such speculation
ftpse ‘"dually open the way to discovery and may dif- 
W|lic] 11 "fivance that virtual knowledge of physics, 
Vciir '-S en<)” sfi for moral and poetic purposes. 
°'vii K'lt'011 ’” detail is needed, not so much for its 
skv i .e as to cfi"tk speculative errors; but when 
till. at,<m ’S by chance Well directed and hits upon 
”Cic1SUl:Stai’tial truth, it docs all that a completed 
c0,. 'v°uld do for mankind; since science, if ever 
qKilju would immediately have to be summed up 
s)a a"d reduced to generalities. Under the circum- 
‘l̂ tail S 'mman l’ fei ultimate truth must forego 

c'fi Verification and must remain speculative.

? *  drr
"t’rse of modern philosophy is only that it has

°rtu "vn its inspiration from science; as the mis-
H1jri(l"e °f science is that it has not yet saturated the 
1'1)( ^ philosophers and recast the moral world, 
"iti ,reo*': physicists, puerile as was their notion of 
tl,j " ‘fi mechanism, had a more integral view of 
e()I .. ; They understood nature’s uses and man’s 
pi, " ’°ns is an honest and noble way. If no single 
p],j]( "’’"non had been explained correctly by any 
fr;it?*Ther from Thales to Lucretius, yet by their 

\ a” d studious contemplation of nature they 
., ' have liberated the human soul. 

s "fortunately the supplements which most pliilo- 
- supply in our day are not conceived in a

Scfj n<br this heading we purpose printing, weekly a 
definite statements, taken from authoritative works, 

On a, c'tic subjects. They will supply instructive comments 
in TP.ects of special subjects, and will be Useful, not merely 
do« (,11selves, but also as a guide to works that are worth 

er study.

Sometimes these survivals are intended to modify 
scientific conceptions but slightly, and merely tb 
soften a little the outlines of a cosmic picture to which 
religion and literature are not yet accustotned. There 
is U school Of political conservatives, who, with no 
specific interest in metaphysics; cannot of dare not 
break with traditional riiodes of expression, with the 
customs of their nation, of with the clerical classes. 
They accordingly append to current knowledge Cer­
tain sentimental postulates, alleging that what is 
established by tradition and what appeals to the 
heart iritlst somehow correspond to something which 
is needful and title. . . . But ofice indulged, divina­
tion is apt to grow arrogant and dogmatic. When its 
oracles have become traditional they are almost in­
evitably mistaken for sober truths. Hence the 
second kind of supplement offered to science, so that 
revelations with which moral life has been intertwined 
may find a place beside or beyond science. The 
effort is honest, but .extraordinarily short-sighted. 
Whatever value these revelations may have they draw 
from actual experience or inevitable ideals. When 
the ground of that experience and those ideals is dis­
closed by science, nothing of any value is lost; it only 
remains to accustom ourselves to a liew vOcabulafy, 
and to shift somewhat the association of those values 
which life contaiils or pursues. Revelations are 
necessarily mythical and stlbrational; they express 
natural forces and human interests ill a groping Way, 
before the advent of science. To stick in them, When 
soniethiHg more honest and explicit is available, 
is inconsistent with caring for attainable welfare or 
understanding the situation. It is to lie stubborn 
and negligent under the cloak of religion. These 
prejudices are a drag 011 progress, moral no less tliait 
material; atld the sensitive conservatism that fears 
they may he indispensable is entangled in a pathetic 
delusion. It is conservatism in a shipwreck. It lias 
not the insight to embrace the fertile principles of 
life, which are always ready to renew life after no 
matter what natural catastrophe. The good laggards 
have no courage to strip for the lace. Rather tliari 
live otherwise, and live better, they prefer to mirse 
the memories of youth and to die with a retrospec­
tive smile upon their countenance. . . .

Unfortunately a searching disintegration of dogma, 
a conscientious reversion to the immediate, is seldom 
practised for its own sake. So violent a disturbance 
of mental habits needs some great social upheaval or 
some revolutionary ambition to bring it about. The 
transcendental philosophy might never have been put 
forward at all, had its authors valued it for what it 
can really accomplish. The effort would have seemed 
too great and the result too nugatory. Their criticism 
of knowledge was not freely undertaken, with the 
pure speculative motive of understanding and purify­
ing human science. They were driven on by the mal­
icious psychology of their predecessors, by the per­
plexities of a sophistical scepticism, and by the im­
minent collapse of traditional metaphysics. They were 
enticed at the same time by the hope of finding a licw 
basis for the religious myths associated With that 
metaphysics. T11 consequence their transcendentalism 
was not a rehearsal of the Life of Reason, a retrospect 
criticizing and justifying the phase of human pro­
gress. It was rather a post-rational system of thco-
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logy, the dangerous cure to a harmless disease, induc­
ing a panic to introduce a fable. The panic came 
from the assumption (a wholly gratuitous one) that a 
spontaneous intellect cannot be a trustworthy instru­
ment, that appearances cannot be the properties of 
reality, and that things cannot be what science finds 
they are. We are forbidden to believe in anything 
we might discover or to trust in anything we could 
see. The artificial vacuum thus produced in the 
mind ached to be filled with something, and, of 
course, a flood of rhetorical commonplaces was at 
hand, which might rush in to fill it. . . . For a time, 
being of a buoyant disposition, they might feel that 
nothing could be more exhilarating than to swim in 
the void, altogether free from settled conditions, 
altogether the ignorant creators of each moment’s 
vision. Such a career evidently affords all sorts of 
possibilities, except perhaps the possibility of being 
a career. But when a man has strained every nerve 
to maintain an absolute fluidity . . .  he can hardly 
be blamed if he lapses at last into some flattering 
myth, and if having satisfied himself that all science 
is fiction he proclaims some fairy tale for the truth.

The Life of Reason,
by G eorge Santayana, pp. 303-11.

Another Holy Warp

A pparently the German antagonism to Russia envis­
ages an early war. German emphasis on its desire 
for “  peace in the North-West of Europe,”  and the 
German protest against the Franco-Russian Pact, 
must be taken as evidence of the Nazi animosity to 
Russia and perhaps its attack on Russian territory.

This antagonism is scarcely denied. It is implied 
indeed by the specious and absurd pretence of Hitler 
(on March 7, 1936) : “  I do not reject co-operation 
with Russia but with Bolshevism.”  A  White 
Russia, a Nazi Russia, a Fascist one, such a Russia 
could only be created by war or revolution.

No doubt a German-Russian war would be as eco­
nomic in aim as war usually is on one side or the 
other. But Hitler’s party is preparing its propa­
ganda, and that propaganda is RELIGIOUS. Once 
more religion will be the inspiring ideal pleading its 
right to crush into dust its fellow-beings who refuse 
to accept their assailants’ religious faith.

The official Manifesto against Russia is entitled 
Communism with the Mask Off. It is written by Dr. 
Joseph Goebbels. It is circulated in all countries in 
all languages. The English edition is advertised ap­
propriately in Lady Houston’s Saturday Review. 
Equally appropriately the English edition is prefaced 
by quotations from the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Cardinal Archbishop of Vienna and other high eccle­
siastics.

We need not notice the political aspects involved, 
but from the first page to the last “  the attack on re­
ligion ” figures amongst the main justifications of 
this Hitlerite anti-Russian crusade. Dr. Goebbels 
objects to ‘ ‘the grotesqueness of any parallel”  between 
Russian Atheism and the mild friendly “  religious 
controversies in Germany which arise from profound 
questions of conscience.”

Dr. Goebbels quotes (with no sort of reference to 
any source of his alleged authority) “ the Jew Guber- 
mann ”  as saying that religion must be extirpated 
even if it involves “  the destruction of ten million 
human beings,”  and says that “  Bukharin declared 
that religion must be destroyed with the bayonet.”

Where Goebbels gives the actual (or alleged) source 
of his quotations— particularly from the militant
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Atheist organ, The Atheist— we need the context
for c °  7 — — —  -Thev ref ? r^ ^lem as unreasonably violent,

ful optimism'16 lgl° US Certainly> but breathe a hope- 
ings and speech es""r,' m° St ProPa^ndist writ-
shall hin-11 1 bhe worst one quoted is, We
Prisons i ,  t h 1 aH the lu r c h e s  and raze all the 
“  Some day ”  m0nnd' ”  In all probability the words 
could sumde ,,„aVe boon omitted in quoting, and we 
Bible aim L m^rous similar expressions from the
tlie Howard rC ordlnary Missionary literature—and

CneM V Wo'bd agree about the prisons,
of all T V 1“  a,SO to excuse tile ghastly persecution 
* 4 r & S r * *  Freethinkers m
therefore , ln  any  conscience”  clause. 1|L 
fellow-com,mapllU ltCS tde dreadful heresies of h¡s 
troved o.m ' T 61,1’ wIlpse homes have been ges­
tured in  rmi "  6- Emilies either murdered or tor-

ntration camps, or as Goebbels puts it'
“  whose forces w e have overthrown.’ 
the programme of the German Freethinkers

He <luoteS
(76o’°JJ

strong he says they were). Kaiser W ilhelm II. coll)" 
tolerate the “  wickedness ”  which 'Goebbels calk 

Methodical Insanity.”
Unfortunately Goebbels quotes the worst of their 

dreadfu1 programme (“  from a pamphlet,”  he sap 
which shows the German Freethinkers to have stood 
pretty well where British and American Radicals l'a' 
stood for years in regard to sexual ethics. The U0' 
gramme of Dr. Norman Haire’s Sex Education 
League and Janet Chance’s ordinary public lectures, 
leave this programme far behind. the

“ Bolshevism,”  declares Dr. Goebbels, ”  ls ” 
declared enemy of all religions.”  He warns EraU 
that whoever makes Pacts with Bolshevism 
have reason to rue his act.”  The chief important 
of the present Manifesto is that it clearly shows O 'j 
111 any s will to embark on a war on behalf of God ,l1 
religion. We are happy to think that this is one mon- 
movement into which no Freethinker would be PC1 
mitted to enter.

Dr. Goebbel’s oration fitly leads up to its clmu'N,'. 
anti-Semitism. 'We note how passionately the
indiscriminate virulence against Jews harmonics 
the Nazi’s animus against political and reim 
liberty : —

It 1*"It was the Jew who discovered Marxism. ' .
is 11

Jew who for decades past lias endeavoured to d 11 .
world revolutions through the medium of  ̂ .̂ ,1

up

jutLij.11 nr
It is the Jew who is to-day at the head of 
in all the countries of the world. Only ill the 
of a nomad who is without nation, race and eo’
could this satanism have been hatched. And 1 j, 
one possessed of a Satanic malevolence could *:1 ,jj, 
this revolutionary attack. For Bolshevism is 
ing less than brutal materialism speculating 0,1 .̂ 4 
baser instincts of mankind. And in its fight ng 
West European civilization it makes use ol f, 
lowest human passions in the interests of ' 
national Jewry.

GEC)RGK BEI>BOROUgi1'

WAR
iff’

What becomes of, and what signifies to me, hum:l”| fll 
beneficence, modesty, tem|>eraiice, mildness,

distance of an hundred steps, pierces my body, :1" j,i 
die at twenty years of age, in inexpressible tonueid^^y 
the midst of five or six thousand dying men, whil'd 
eyes, which open for the last time, see the to"'’1 ^
which I was born destroyed by fire and sword, and

von'cllast sounds which reach my ears are the cries of g. 
and children expiring under the ruins, all for the 1
tended interests of a man whom I know, not.-VoUB',C
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Acid Drops

We have got so accustomed to the cIeHA ,̂ aS some- 
finger in every pie, that we mostly pass it iy ^ rtain 
thing to lie expected. Aiul from the stair 1 formatian 
that whatever credit could be gained frocvuiu uc g.iuicu Aium ^  X lv 'c o l-
?' the League of Nations the parsonry J ubki
k‘ct. It would not bother them that « cuccess-
"gainst which it was hoped the League %'oU . . 
fully function, had

. , 1  „11 the trouble, It would not bother them that al
against which it , . which Christ-

* arisen in nations r th ^ h i ^  ^
‘“"ay was the dominant creed, ni j actual mili- 
threatened militarization of China am „rowtlv by
huization of Japan had been forced in  ̂ world
h'e influence of Christian peoples. °r. , , perfect
learned the lesson even when Japan v\ lh tbc case
'Felt in the art of machine slaughter , as bad to
" lth oUler peoples, it was to C liris ’̂ ’ed our' religion, 
tonic for instruction. They dul no g oaly by
'*"t they could do with our science, an Grat the
perfecting themselves in the art o s a G placed on 
Christian Powers would agree to t leir '̂ pey do not
an equality with themselves. Even ‘ > countries 
tonsider Holland, Sweden, Denmark ana e army>

a level with themselves, 'lhese ia'  settles
1,0 huge navy, no huge air-force, their
c]ljjr. ^atus according to Christian notions. Women and 

'on are not likely to shiver in their homes at nightfre>m fpnr r ,
Olle of Ò of bombing-planes, 

the “ Great Powers.”
Therefore they are not

So of late years there has been a regular “ Assembly 
,.Wm°n ” before each session. This time the lhsliop of 

r,st°t officiated. lie  said—a sermon. That was all, 
, ai,y newspaper man might have printed the sermon 

, ore it was delivered. The Bishop did not express t 
"l>o that the League would refuse to recognize the 
""tal conquest of Abyssinia, although they had disap- 
r°y°d the Italian “ aggression.”  He did not say a word 

■ 'K-unst anything, except against war, as war, in wliic i 
. Would have the support of everyone, and would be 

p v'Ug help to no one. All lie said was that lie hoped 
, n would master the problem of how to live wisely and 
st,y (without giviim- any hint as to how wisdom and 

j'lstiee were to be achieved), and if the assembly met in 
SU: ritt'it temper “ it would be guided by the Divi 
' lnr«t towards the truth.”

move' ^la* was very helpful. God cannot, or will not 
but q to come to the League in the right temper, 
''leas colue i" the right spirit and with the right
Spirjf what is to be done, then the “  Divine

it ’ 1 , ,, , -i i 1 j ii t*i __ i-i. „
"mn. will lead them towards the truth. Bless the
l)jVj’ ,s. lje knave or merely fool ? Why cannot the 
iiq lt" Spirit «ret the men into the right spirit and pack 
"hiri 1011 knavish or foolish heads the right ideas on 
he js* 1° work ? Why does God only do for man what 
Hia. * "ble to do for himself? We do not know how 
cert '• '^'legates attended the service, but we are quite 
*mhie" any°ne who was impressed by such empty 
hmtluy?lS'1 's rmfittest! for a parish meeting, let alone a

U"'S of the nations.

Willi*' S.teamer fr°m Folkstone to Boulogne was crowded 
"in - ' r'sk pilgrims on their way to Lourdes—doctors, 
Coi)|.0s' and, of course, priests galore accompanied the 
|)(, '"gent. Cot cases, sick and maimed, formed a goodly 
C^Htage of the faithful. The trip across was rather 
tli jl'y« and a great number of the pilgrims got rid of 
Cll"if >reakfast; while the unbelieving heretic felt quite 
S;ilj "'table, smoking his pipe. He entered into conver- 
W'is"' vv’fb a" Irishman, and remarked to him that it 
fit,. a P'ty that the power of the Virgin did not apply as
"li. ls sea-sickness was concerned. One startled look,

,̂e ""believer found he had lost his companion; he 
s f°o busy looking over the side, to reply, although 
fke heaving of his back, he was feeling intensely.

V ;°W, in the old days it was thought that the power of 
O'es was broken if they came into contact with

running water : perhaps the same thing may apply as 
far as the Virgin is concerned. Here were some hun­
dreds of people, many scores of whom were ill and be­
lieved that by going to Lourdes they would get well, and 
yet before they reach there they proceed to get sick. 
Perhaps it is all part of the Divine dispensation. Some 
people tell us that people with a sour stomach feel 
better after being sea-sick. Add to this a mass of hys­
teria, prayer and self-hypnosis, and probably they will 
feel some measure of relief. It seems rather an expen­
sive way, when they can pray at home and get sick by 
putting their fingers down their throats.

Three hundred Catholic missionaries from all parts of 
the world have been taking part in discussing magic and 
witchcraft in all their forms from the early times. Their 
modern forms, such as leopard men and voo-doo dances 
and many native superstitions, were all keenly discussed 
and it is particularly interesting to note that “  the mis­
sionaries are inclined to oppose the new legislation pro­
posed to make witchcraft illegal in the Belgian Congo, 
and to ban the possession of charms, the wearing and 
selling of amulets and the casting of spells.”  All these 
form part and parcel of the Roman Catholic religion as 
well as the complete recognition of witchcraft and black 
magic. No wonder missionaries are opposed to any 
banning of these childish superstitions.

The Modernist, the Rev. John Bevan, fares badly at the 
hands of his Fundamentalist critics in the Christian 
World. One, a Liverpool Minister, says to Mr. Bevan : 
“  You have raised my ire by your dishonest replies.” 
Mr. Bevan imperturbably answers : “  The miracle of the 
Four Thousand is a variant of the Five Thousand, and 
neither incident ever took place.”  Mr. Bevan adds to his 
heresies, “  I do not believe in the Day of Judgment.”  
Another of his critics in the same journal attacks the 
naughty infidel thus : “  Either you do not believe there 
is a God, or else you have arrived at the state in which 
you know as much as God.”  The joke is that expositor 
Bevan and his amiable critics all believe in the same 
God, the same Bible, the same Christ, and the same 
church!

A writer in the Methodist Times condemns his fellow- 
Methodists for not patronizing Methodist Churches when 
taking a holiday. He names a celebrated Nonconformist 
minister, who when at the sea-side—actually committed 
the crime of habitually ignoring the ministrations of 
pastors of his own denomination and worshipping at a 
fashionable episcopalian church “  to the great grief of 
his own church.” No wonder St. John, in his famous 
“  Revelation ” records that “  there was war in heaven.” 
The “ Lamb of God ”  was probably seen attending the 
wrong prayer meeting.

The Rev. Donald Soper, in his latest book : Answer- 
time on Tower llill, absolutely challenges “  Question­
time,”  by his so-called “ Answers.”  To give an instance 
characteristic of all Christian apologists : Mr. Sopor 
shows himself—in Matthew Arnold’s words—as one of 
those “  light half-believers of our casual creeds.”  He 
believes in the Sermon on the Mount—to some extent— 
with certain provisos. First declaring categorically that 
“ If you obey God to-day, God will take care of you to­
morrow ”—lie adds, “  it does seem that there are so 
many burglars and dangerous criminals . . . that human 
beings are not ready for the full application of the Ser­
mon on the Mount, and we must go on with the expur­
gated edition for a little longer.”  God’s will is frus­
trated because God manufactures so many burglars, ap­
parently.

The Bishop of Rochester announces that on Wednes­
day, October 28, “  my appeal for new churches will be 
brought to a close at a great Service.” We understand 
the Bishop’s (and everybody else’s) fatigue— “  fed up ” 
as they must be at the constant demand for further use- 

■ less buildings. But how awkward it will be if God has 
made up His Mind to dump a nice big Church into the
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Bishop’s lap, let us say on Thursday, October 29. Would 
the Bishop refuse to accept it on the ground that the 
list closed the previous day, or would he arrange for 
another “ Great Service ”  ?

Except in the case of pronounced Freethinkers, it is 
often most difficult to find out the truth about the re­
ligious beliefs of our great men and women. For ex­
ample, the late Sir Edward Elgar was always hailed as 
one of the brightest stars in the Catholic firmament; and 
quite possibly he thought it best not to contradict the be­
lief. But in Elgar as I knew Him, one of his greatest 
friends, Mr. W. H. Reed, tells, us that :—

He never talked about his religion; but he was obvi­
ously more sceptical as a widower than he had been 
during Laily Elgar’s lifetime and, as we shall see, turned 
finally to opera and secular music only.

This is really too bad. Elgar, giving up religious music, 
becoming “  sceptical ”  and turning to opera and “ secu­
lar”  music only—why, we might find out he had even 
been reading the Freethinker! At all events, whatever 
he was, the fact remains that Elgar was not quite as 
good a Catholic as he was supposed to be.

; ,0 n adv*se people who can swallow this drivel to 
the Roman Catholic Church at once. It will save 

them a lot of thinking.

pi,,,,,!*,* f.eslie \\ eatherhead has been attending various 
som,. tl|Uiillg ]lis holiday. He says, “ Frankly,
wonder*' have attended during holidays make me
most peoPle do go to church at all.”  Probably
thcinsplvT. ° 1*° listen-in ”  to sermons anywhere find
head in as^,ng t5le same question. Mr. Weatbcr- 
congre<riti 11101 estly  tells a story of how he obtained a 
noon to if 1 V 400 y °u".? people on a vSununer after- 
am.-el r  ! U'nil a discussion, when, he says, “  The arch- 
preach.”  bnC vvouldn,t have drawn 40 to bear bnn

Lives A\r1>‘ ,1 '!t has 'vritten a book called Moody SI 
the deaci ^ 'i™!* tl,C <1eatl IX T-  Moody lives-like all 
the IlhrV v 'a ,',m Anny officcrs who are described W 
by all their'frbt Pro1noted to Glory,”  but are wept ovei 
died As H K S much the same as if they had merely 
scripEon o o ”  tlle story said, on reading an in;
— “ Big ' ,In .lsp),IC • “  I am not dead, I only sleep
is dbAn.”  ' ’ y °U 1S deceiving nobody but yourself, you

In spite of the fact that there are a few Church digni­
taries who do not believe in prayer quite to the extent of, 
let us say, a sweet Salvation Army lassie, we note that 
there is still a sturdy and wholesale belief in its efficacy 
by that great man of God, the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
He wants prayers to be offered in all places of worship 
throughout the country for the League of Nations, so 
“  that the spirit of God may give to the representatives 
of our own and other nations, wisdom, courage, large­
ness of mind, and a strong determination to seek peace 
and ensure it.” The worst of praying to the Lord about 
these things is that if peace does last for some years, the 
prayerful people will believe it is all due to the way in 
which they have prayed. If, however, war prevails, the 
Archbishop and his disciples will contend that the 
prayers were not fervid enough; or that God turned a 
deaf ear because the people had hard hearts. The 
Church wins either way. But fancy a League of Nations 
that has to be prayed for!

A recent sermon—preached, by the way, in Jerusalem 
— commenced with the words, “  One of the saddest 
features of modern life and modern religion is that we 
are fast losing what used to be called the conviction of 
sin.”  The Rev. \V. A. Parker, who is responsible for this 
bit of original wisdom, must have felt that he had just 
made a great discovery. It is a pity that some of his 
Freethinking friends did not tell him that the “  convic­
tion of sin ”  he talked about was merely nonsense, and 
had no real meaning except in a very religious mind. 
Hell and similar places, which were used as bogeys to 
frighten “ sinners,”  only cause them to laugh these days. 
Sin in a theological sense is as dead as hell.

The New Zealand Trutliscckcr informs us tin
•itll d«eMr. M. Washboume of Riccarton wrote " 

solemnity to lav a complaint before the Fan 
. (N.Z.) Education’ Board. A teacher had been 1 v

to Ins pupils extracts from a book of JacK qlle£eS» 
When God Laughs; this book, Mrs. Washbourne e
is banned and it is also “ unedifying, morbid, a*1 
a spirited defence refuting all these charges. t0 a

The Board in all its majesty referred the m® Eona" 
Committee appointed to investigate. The , '1 lie 
finally gave his learned verdict. The Com"" > 
said, had been unable to express an opinion |100U. 
alleged coarseness because they had not read t ,e ^  j„. 
The Chairman, however, is not the man to be deter' ^ 
a trifle like that. In his opinion, “ I am sure U'̂ jjefof® 
would not like to have books of that kind rea< 
primary children. . . . We can only object to t ie 
for we do not know the contents.”

We have the same type of bigoted Christian ig"ora 
in England and in multitudes.

In 1SS9 one Nunn was charged at Sydney 
ourt with sawing wood on the Sabbath Day. 

deuce was conclusive; but it was found that the pc

Ccnt*a'

in
ob-for this horrible religious crime consisted of two h°1’ fl|r 

the stocks. As the stocks had long before passed i11 (11 ,c 
livion Nunn was of necessity discharged, and now, 1 
Christianity, wood can be chopped or sawn With 
punity on the Sabbath Day.

The “ Freethinker ” Circulation V & ve
But Mr. Parker did one good thing in his sermon, and 

that was when he spoke of the conditions prevailing in 
Palestine. The effects of the disorders there “  are only 
too terrible and obvious : bereavement, hunger, thirst, 
destitution. In Jaffa alone there are more than 6,000 
destitute and homeless Arabs. The poverty among the 
Jews in Tel Aviv is so acute that in some cases beggars 
are crossing into Jaffa to beg from the Arabs.”  Mr. 
Parker’s solution of the trouble is the usual Christian 
one. Once again God may “  speak to a distracted world 
from Jerusalem. But he will only speak through a 
Church which bears upon it the imprint of the wounds 
of Christ.” Could nonsense go much further?

“ God is called Almighty,”  we are told in a “ re­
fresher ” course of the Catholic catechism, “ because he 
can do all things. With God all things are possible.” 
In trying to explain and comment upon this assertion, a 
Catholic editor admits that “ it is a difficult doctrine to 
grasp,” and that the majority of mankind “ when left to 
themselves have floundered in error on the point.”  We 
can quite believe it— especially when we are further told 
that “  God can bring things into existence out of noth-

It is proposed to celebrate the coming-of-age 
present editorship by an attempt to create a 
stantial increase in the circulation of this paper 
plan suggested is : —

(1) Each interested reader is to take an eN,

of t116
stib*
Tlie

tr»
this
tliecopy for a period of twelve months, and to use 

copy as a means of interesting a non-subscriber to 
point of taking the Freethinker regularly.

(2) So soon as this new subscriber is secured, 
extra copy may be dropped by the present subsen 
Until this is accomplished, he will regard the e:s .. 
threepence weekly (for one year) as a fine f°r 
want of success.

The plan is simple, and it is not costly; but it does
mean a little work, and whether or not it is 1111.ore
blessed to give than to receive, it is certainly e 
for most to give than it is to work.

ief

But in this cfl5C
it is the work alone that will yield permanent beUefit-

There are many thousands of potential readers W 
country; why not try and secure some of them?

tlie
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t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r
F ounded by G. W. FOOTE

61 Fârringdon Street, London, h .C .4
Telephone No. : Central 2412-

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

A- H. Priest.- We do not in tlie least agree with you. l'> 
attribute the “ beautiful lit,»« » -f rnrict.a««
tU Chrift>anity, leaves you 

^Plaining the “ beautiful lives
of 
t il ri stia

of the Christians named 
faced with the problem 

of those who are not
j-"usuans. You appear to forget that man is a human 
benig before he is a Christian, and also that even his 
C liristianity is subject to the play of the better influences 

human society. With regard to Spain there is no ques- 
;!',n whatever, except with Roman Catholic apologists,
* 'at a very powerful cause in the ruin of Spain in the past, 
a"d the worst evils in Spain at the present are due to the 
rapacity and intolerance of the Church. Its present at-
cnipt to establish a military oligarchy in the country is 

,,"'X the least of its ill-deeds.
’• y- Holden (U.S.A.)—Many thanks for your effort in ob­
taining new subscriber. Paper being sent.
' ■ "tu.OR.—We are obliged for the address of a likely new 

,, rtil(ler. Paper being sent for four weeks.
Rlil) Holden and K. Pariente.—We much appreciate your 
eltwts to increase the sales of the paper; copies being sent.

I lie texts you require are to be found in Isaiah xiii. 1 
and Psalms cxxxvii. Q. Judges xxi. 7-14 niight also he useful.

C'. Stevenson.—The only justification for Zionism is that it 
Provides a place where some Jews may escape persecution, 
the best thing that could happen would be to secure the 
'"inplete social and political equality of Jews, and then in 
11 F\v generations Judaism would disappear. Judaism has 
bee» kept in being by Christian persecution, and both the 
vu'es and virtues of the Jews are products of their domin­
antly Christian environment.
• 8. Walters. Pull particulars of the cost of cremation, 
Xs well as the crematorium nearest will he supplied by the 
Geniation Society, 23 Nottingham Place, London, W.r.
Lianks for the poem, but it lias been in the Freethinkeron -s(Jveral occasions. *0r r.: . .
I'isher

Circulating and Distributing the Freethinker. Don

The "
4s-

freethinkerHsl ■ ' " " " ‘" k«  will be forwarded direct from the Pub-
0 ,lnS Office at the following rates (Flonie and Abroad)

All M<i êar‘ ISl~! half year, 7/6; three months, 5/9.
■< £je9,<es and Postal Orders should be made payable to 

I he Pioneer Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Uerkenwell Branch."

Sugar Plums

Pi H S,Ulda-V next (October 4), Mr. Cohen will lecture 
Ht - 1C ^ cLellan ('.allcries, Sauchiclmll Street, Glasgow, 
Hie'-011 "Aspects of Life and Death.” Tickets for the 

Ting „iay j)e obtained from Grant’s Educational C0111- 
gj11' ’ Fen field Street, the Worker’s bookshop, High 
. 'u't, f1(im t]le Kratieli Seeretarv, 331 Castlemilk 
H°H  Glasgow.

Pew edition, the fourth, of Mr. Cohen’s Christianity, 
and L.abour is now in the press, and will be on 

1 early in October. This work is generally recog- 
s . as tile most complete Frcetliouglit work on the 

'F'ct, and the new edition has been carefully revised, 
1 greatly enlarged. The book is an armoury of facts, 

]• * documented, and carefully arranged. The pub- 
s IC(1 price will be as before is. 6d. paper, 2s. 6d. elotli.

, We have to apologize to tliose who had written for 
.’"tiler supplies of Spain and the Church, and who were 
I Pt waiting for their parcels. All orders have now  ̂
X'vp discharged. The pamphlet has turned out a splen-' 
‘ !d instrument of propaganda. \Ve have other things in
view.

We are always ready to listen to advice; we do not 
always find it worth adopting; but in all cases recognize 
the spirit that prompts it. A friend sends us a letter from 
a lady who thinks that we hardly go the right way to 
convert Christians. This lady thinks that we ought 
to change the name Freethinker to Thinker, because 
Freetliouglit is disliked by most people, and if the name 
were changed the paper would find its way into very 
many houses from which it is now excluded. Further, 
this lady would never talk about Freetliought, but only 
about “ thought” or “ freedom of thought.” We seem, in 
this lady’s view, to be lacking in “  gumption” ; or else, 
she remarks, psychology is not our strong subject. 
The capture of Christians seems to be very easy, accord­
ing to this lady, if one will only call everything by some 
other name, and never saj- anything that tlie reader can 
clearly understand.

We cite this letter because we come across similar ones 
from time to time, and generally have discovered that 
they originate from tliose who are rather more concerned 
with keeping on good terms with Christians than they 
are with turning them into good Freethinkers. And the 
Christians usually reward them by treating their Free- 
thinking opinions with contempt, It really does need 
an expert psychology to realize that before the world 
treats a man or a woman with respect it has to discover 
they are worthy of it, and the respect of even Christians, 
has never yet been gained by hiding one’s own opinions 
and treating Christians as though they were born fools 
who could realize that they were being “  sold a pup ” 
even' time so transparent a trick was tried as wrapping 
Freethought up in non-committal terms. Christians are 
not really such transparent fools as to be taken in by this 
subterfuge. It is the thing they dislike, not the name, 
and the Church never yet mistook a profession of Free- 
thinking for a confession of faith. The Freethinker is 
the oldest Freethought paper in Europe." It has won its 
way aiul its place by its fearlessness, and it can only re­
tain both its place and the respect of right thinking men 
and women by the same methods.

One other point. This lady thinks it is a mistake to 
have the name of Chapman Cohen on the cover of Spain 
and the Church, and to advertise Freethought works on 
the hack page. We should not put people off, if we did 
neither of these things. Probably it is thought that if 
we said it was published by the “  New Religious 
Society ” we might do better. All we can say is that a 
large edition lias been sold out in record time, and an 
edition twice the size of the first will be on sale by the 
time this is in the hands of readers. Finally, it lias 
brought many new enquiries about our literature, many 
sales and some new regular subscribers to the Free­
thinker. Our lady correspondent may doubt it, but 
honesty in propaganda does pay, even with Christians, 
who are, after all men and women in addition to their 
being members of a Church or chapel.

Plymouth saints are asked to note that Mr. G. White- 
head will speak at the hack of the Market every evening 
at 7.30 for the week commencing to-dav (September 27). 
'Idle local N.S.S. Branch will co-operate. Pioneer Press 
literature, including the new pamphlet Spain and the 
Church will be on sale, and Freethinkers in the area are 
asked to make the meetings a rallying point with a view 
to increased activity in the future. It will he the last 
week of Mr. Whitehead’s summer campaign, and Ply­
mouth must see that the season’s work is brought to a 
successful conclusion.

In spite of the damp Conditions Mr. R. II. Rosetti had 
a very good meeting at Kingst011-011-Thames last Sunday, 
and the prospects appear to he very promising for the 
formation of a Branch of the N.S.S. there. A meeting 
to further that object will shortly he called, and all inter­
ested are asked to communicates with Mr. J. W. Barker, 
92 Canbury Avenue, Kingston-on-Thames. With local 
talent, and within easy reach of London speakers, a flour­
ishing and active Branch should result.
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In Green Pastures, Noah reminds De Lawd that if 
they’re going to take snakes along on the ark, they’d 
better take a keg of liquor along too, just in case of 
snake-bite. De Lawd agrees to this, but then Noah 
scratches his head and says that maybe, because “  they 
sho’ is lots of differ’nt kinds of snakes, come to think of 
it,” they’d better take along two kegs. This brings on 
the following discussion :

De Lawd : “ I think de one kag is enough.”
Noah : “ No, I better take two kags. I kin put one 

on each side o’ de boat an’ balance de ship wid ’em as 
well as havin’ ’em fo’ medicinal uses.”

De Lawd : “ You kin put one kag in de middle of de 
ship.”

Noah : “ Er, it’s jes’ as easy to take de two kags, 
Lawd.”

De Lawd : “ I think de one kag is enough.”
Noah : “ Yes, I know, Lawd, but you see, fo’ty days 

an’ fo’ty nights—”
De Lawd : “ One kag, Noah.”
Noah : “ Yes, Lawd, one kag!”

A History of Birth Control

I t is not so long ago that the words “  birth-control” 
were considered quite shocking— particularly in the 
mouth of a “  young person.”  It is true they are of 
comparatively recent date; but the corresponding 
term a short while back— neo-malthusianism— had 
exactly the same connotations. It referred to a sub­
ject that decent people only discussed behind closed 
curtains, so to speak. The people who were not 
decent, some of whom called themselves Free­
thinkers, were doing their best to “ corrupt ”  the 
young generation with open and unashamed refer­
ence to what after all was sin. They were to be 
shunned as something unclean; they were, indeed, 
only hopeless Atheists.

Some of us are old enough to remember this atti­
tude; and to note, not at all with surprise, the com­
plete change which has taken place with regard to a 
subject that concerns most people very intimately. 
Love, marriage, children, are the perennial topics of 
almost all people at some time in their lives. Nor­
mal men and women cannot escape them; it is, there­
fore, not surprising that the question of birth-control 
is such a big one, and one which, whatever narrow­
minded people may think or do, was bound to he 
thoroughly discussed.

As a matter of fact, many attempts have been made 
so to discuss it. From the day Malthus published 
his famous— and, in my opinion, unanswerable—  
work, the literature on the subject has slowly but 
surely increased. Those reformers who saw further 
than their noses were by 110 means satisfied with the 
remedy— late marriage— which Malthus proposed for 
over-population. Malthus was not, I think, particu­
larly enthusiastic about it himself; at least not when 
he first dealt with thé subject. But as a Christian 
and a “  gentleman,”  it was his duty to assert the 
dignity of self-control, or late marriage, remedies 
which were obviously impossible for the majority of 
people. And from that simple fact rose a movement 
which has profoundly changed the face of the world. 
Its history and vicissitudes form, in some ways, a 
moving human document, absorbingly interesting; 
and through Professor Norman E. Himes, has now 
been given to the world in a magnificent volume of 
over 500 pages, packed with rare encyclopedic re­
search.*

That a history of birth-control is now a desider­
atum must be admitted on all hands. As Sir Hum­
phry Rolleston says in the Preface, “  Without a full

* The Medical History of Contraception, by Norman E. 
Himes, Ph.D. 25s, net, George Allen & Unwin, Ltd.

knowledge of the history, such as presented iel ’ ; 
is impossible to understand thoroughly the m 
significance of the force underlying the denianc 
birth restriction.”  Never was this demand nl01jeeC0. 
perative than in these times of uncertainty am 
nomic distress. And to trace its history has 
pied Prof. Himes many years of long and aid 
work. tQ

Moreover, this is not the kind of book mac e 
order, so to speak. The author lias lived v '  1 _
subject; he has hunted far and wide for its litera 
he has particularly studied various editions 0 (( 
same work. In addition, he has tried to answer  ̂
what respects conception control— or the use o . ^
anti-conceptional measures— is old or new- 
the reader wants the answer, he will discover 
the book shows that “  contraception, as on y ^ 
form of population control, is a social practic 
much greater historical antiquity, greater ett 
and geographical universality than commonly s 
posed even by medical and social historians, k  ̂
ception has existed in some form throughout 1 1 ^
tire range of social evolution that is, for at ^ 
several thousand years. The desire for, as nlS 
from the achievement of, reliable contraception 
been characteristic of many societies widely renim 
in time and place.”  All the same, Prof. Himes  ̂
sists that “  only within the last century do " e 
any organized, planned effort to help the masses 
acquire a knowledge of contraception.”

It must be evident to write a history of contracel  ̂
tion required not merely great perseverance _ 
special aptitude and a “  nose ”  for finding the 
'material— qualities which I was personally a"  .s 
Prof. Himes had in abundance. This makes 
careful survey of birth-control in the past all  ̂
more valuable. For birth-control in the Talmud a> 
in Islam he had the assistance of Dr. Solomon Gan 
and Dr. M. Meyerhof, M.D., both experts; and nia'  ̂
other scholars helped with the special chapters on 
subject in Oriental countries. I should have likei  ̂
dwell on these, as they are— because the facts aie 
little known— of great interest; but I must pass 
what will interest readers of this journal most,  ̂
chapters dealing with the early birth-control m^ 
ment in England beginning with that stout Atl'd^ 
and radical Francis Place. For it was he who '   ̂
the father of the early organized dissemination 
methods in this country. Prof. Field had alrea 
shown this as far back as 1910, but it was not 8en. g 
ally known; that is, it was known only to those w 
had made a special study of the population questio” 
Place’s work, Illustrations and Proofs of the l ’ 1!' 
ciple of Population (the new and fully edited edita^ 
by Prof. Himes was reviewed in these columns 
1930) was “  the first treatise on population in F'D 
lish to propose contraceptive measures as a substiti 
for Malthus’ ‘ moral restraint.’ ”

Place followed up his book with a series of c°!1
traceptive”  handbills— some of which can be seen ’

bythe British Museum. Reproductions are given
iubProf. Himes, who adds, “  the handbills were m 

vance of modern medical opinion in maintaining 
economic indications held a co-ordinate place j 
medical indications for contraception. Place argim 
that birth limitation among labourers would ma1'̂  
them scarcer in the labour market and raise the 
of wages.”  In fact, one could fill columns on 
place the great “  radical tailor ”  holds in the histoD 
of the movement, but I must pass on to his great cofl 
temporary, Richard Carlile. The latter’s Ev1'1̂  
Woman’s Book (1826) had a large circulation, and 1 
is curious to note that the author, though he Spcl' 
nine years in gaol for publishing Freethought worbs>
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"as never prosecuted for this. Prof. Himes was 
lucky enough to come across an unique copy (it is 
possibly the only one in existence) of Every 11 oman s 
Hook abridged by Godfrey Higgins, the author of the 
famous Anacalypsis. Two of Place’s disciples, 
Richard Hassell and William Campion, who were 
■ 'Iso Carlile’s shopmen, and who, in consequence, 
"ere also gaoled with him, discussed the subject in 
d'e derogate Monthly Magazine. “  Both were self- 

uglit working-men,”  says Prof. Himes, “  vet theii 
treatment of birth-control is often illuminating and 
"’ell reasoned.”

1 hen followed the issue in England of two Ameri- 
pamphlets, Moral Physiology (1830) by Robert 

bale Owen, and The Emits of Philosophy (1832), by 
1)r- Charles Knowlton— both of which became famous 
for the prosecution of Charles Braidlaugh, Annie 
•esant, and Edward Truelove, over forty years later, 
his particluar burst of Victorian puritanism did 

more to circulate contraceptive methods than any- 
thing else I know of. From the point of view of 
Puritanism they were the most ill-advised jtersecu- 
I'uus of the century.

1 was glad to read Prof. Himes’ well deserved 
hibutes to pioneers like Owen and Knowlton. He 

“ Both made consistent, conscientious efforts to 
follow the scientific point of view. This cannot 
u said of most of their successors.”  Hr. George 

brysdale, the author of the Elements of Social 
•Viciicc is also given his full share in the movement.

occupies a most significant place in the medical 
"story of contraception.”  Both Dr. G. Drvsdalc 
' "d Charles Bradlaugh get full notice in Prof. Himes 
"ok, replete with bibliographical notes. This is 

!me °f the most interesting traits of the book. Noth- 
lnS seems to have escaped the author’s notice; he 
N'ares no pains to give correct titles and dates 
<n'i so valuable for subsequent researchers. An ex- 

•uuple may be profitably given. Dealing with the
nia"y rare pamphlets by Bradlaugh, Prof Himes
says;-,

Bradlaugh’s Why Do Men Stared  is exceed­
ingly rare. So far as 1 know 110 copy exists at the 
present time in any public repository, not excepting 
d'e British Museum, Bodleian, Library of Congress, 
etc. My copy bears the date 1882 (London, Annie 
Besant and Charles Bradlaugh, p. 8), which sug­
gests that it was occasionally reprinted many 
years after its first appearance. Another early, rare 
Malthusian article by Bradlaugh, and which in tract 
form is not known to be on public deposit, is 
Poverty and its Effects on the Political Condition 
of thc pcopiem it is announced in the National Re­
former, April 23, 1863 (p. 5, col. 3). Shortly after­
wards, Bradlaugh relinquished the editorship on 
Hl-health, to Watts [John Watts]. The article ap­
pears in the issue of May 30, 1S63, on the first page, 
unsigned, which would erroneously suggest that 
Watts was the author. It is first advertised as a 
Pamphlet in the National Reformer, January 16, 
1864, but it may have been reprinted in 1863.

Hi
ïh m little extract will show how painstaking Prof.
"hes has been in securing data for his book, which 
Packed with similar bibliographical notes.
H is impossible in the space at my disposal to give 

"'ore details of the large number of writers who have 
Healt with practical contraception after Owen, Knowl- 
I;1" ami Bradlaugh. The reader is referred to 
>ri)f. Himes’ work which is a veritable encyclopedia. 

: thought T knew a little of the history myself— I 
"ave dealt with it more than once in these columns—  
'"it Prof. Himes has written a standard work. It will 
,)0> I am sure, the authority on the subject for many 
'"ars to come. And it ought to be pointed out that 
this is the medical history only of birth-control. On 
Malthusianism as such, it hardly touches.

For those interested in bibliography there is given 
a very full one occupying many pages. It seems to 
be almost complete. Perhaps Prof. Himes has not 
come across L ’Education Sexuelle, by J. Marestan, 
which is an excellent manual of contraception in 
French. So is La Préservation Sexuelle, by Lip Tay, 
which is also not noticed. Prof. Himes jumps a 
little, in dealing with Casanova, from one edition to 
another. However— though it is but a very small
point— of the two editions of the world-famous 
Mémoires, the one known as the Rosez edition is in 
six volumes; the Gamier edition is in eight volumes. 
Prof. Himes, in the bibliographical chapter, credits 
the Gamier edition with six volumes. This makes 
the confirmed Casanovist— I belong to the fraternity 
myself— squirm, because it is still argued as to which 
are the genuine Mémoires, the Rosez or the Gamier 
editions.

A  final point. Prof. Himes, in dealing with birth- 
control in erotic literature, seems to have forgotten 
the well-known Memoirs of a Singer, by, it is 
claimed, Maclaine Wilhelmina Schroeder-Devrient, 
the celebrated operatic prima donna. It would prove 
very interesting if he could trace the work on contra­
ception she mentions.

I can only repeat my admiration for the immense 
labour and original research Prof. Himes has put into 
his exceptionally valuable work. For those inter­
ested in sociology The Medical History of Contra­
ception will be found one of the finest treatises of its 
kind so far written.

H. Cutner.

The Materialist Basis

(Continued from page 603)

Part of this argument, it will be seen, is based on the 
fact of the unequal development of capitalism : which 
Lenin lias analysed at length. Capitalism could never 
have developed far without markets of exploitation, en­
slaved peoples who could be made to work at raw 
materials on a starvation-level, and who could be used 

I as dumping-grounds for manufactured products. All 
seemed easy for capitalism while England was the manu­
facturing centre, and the supply of slave-peoples almost 

| inexhaustible. But the development of rival imperial­
isms, in chief, U.S.A., Germany, and Japan, coupled with 
the liberation movements among the oppressed races, 
has shaken to the roots the capitalist system. Once the 
climacteric was passed, a steady shrinking set in. Natur­
ally, the states on the economic verge have felt the first 
effects; their old economy gone, the capitalist economy 
not even firmly set, they no sooner entered the markets 
of world-competition than they found their advance im­
peded by the general contraction of the system into mon­
opoly-forms.

Hence the fact that the new society first got a hold in 
Russia, where the bourgeois development from feudalism 
had only reached a very imperfect stage and was 
smashed to fragments by the stress of the 1914 War. 
Hence the fact that it has been the states still largely 
feudalistic (peasant economy) that have shown capital­
ism most obviously in decay and brought the social con­
flict to a sharp edge— Italy, Spain, Germany and Turkey. 
Germany is a special instance. Though highly indust­
rialized, she had many, feudal inheritances (such as lack 
of political unification) and had been reduced to a 
vassal-condition by the “  slave-treaty ” of Versailles.

How is Mr. Cohen going to explain this sudden col­
lapse of liberal capitalism into Fascism, unless he 
accepts the analysis made by Marx of the self-destructive 

j nature of the profit-system ?
I T claim that if he follows out this analysis he will see 
I that Communism is more than a mere “  contingent 

possibility.”  For instance, from the fourteenth to 
| sixteenth centuries there were many thcorizers on the
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form that social aiid political relations ought to take. All 
the theorizers could claim that they were dealing with 
contingent possibilities, but history has shown them all 
to be wrong. Yet to us looking back, it is obvious that 
only one development was possible—that into com­
modity-capitalism. It is obvious to us because we can 
see the “  whole ”  of the mass of factors driving society 
on, though to no one, at the time, would that “ whole ” 
have seemed a true statement of the forces in action. For 
the individual was in the grip of all the various formu­
lations which Mr. Cohen arrays against the economic 
factor; to the individual the latter could seem only a 
comparatively trivial one, not to be compared with the 
Questions of religion, art, enjoyment, sex, etc., that 
bhscsscd him. Yet it was the changing production-re­
lationship, the technic development, that made the new 
wbrld, made history, made human movement.

In tile same way, if we grasp the dialectical “ whole” 
of our society, we can tie in no doubt as to the direction 
we are going in. We can then cut through all the super­
structure, cultural, emotional, political, and touch the 
essential driving-forces, which are based in the produc­
tive mechanism, the social relations of work.

For these reasons I protest against Mr. Cohen’s des­
cription of Marx as dealing with an “ ideal capitalism.” I 
fear that Mr. Cohen has been afflicted at some time by 
soine of the English “  vulgar Marxists,”  such as Hynd- 
man, who presented the most objectionably doctrinaire 
version of Marx. Marx never said that Capitalism 
developed iii a straight line, filling the exploiter’s 
pockets and reducing the worker’s earnings with regu­
lar precision. Such a picture is, of course, childish. 
What Marx did say—and said it as early as 1848 in the 
Communist Manifesto—was that the profit-mechanism 
must inevitably clog, and that this clogging expressed 
itself in recurrent crises, in which the contradiction of 
profits and plenty solved itself by the destruction of a 
portion of the surplus-goods, so that a new start was 
gained. At this early date Marx had thus put his finger 
on the essential flaw of Capitalism—a flaw blatantly ob­
vious to us nowadays since crisis achieved a capital letter 
as the Crisis. Capitalism, on an expanding market, 
could continue to solve itself brutally by artificially in­
duced scarcities—but when the world-market began to 
shrink, then the transformation also began.1 ask Mr. Cohen if this analysis (brief as it is in th e' 
shape 1 give it, aiid lacking the meticulous fullness of 
Marx’s exposition) is ail analysis of a concrete historical 
process or of an “  abstract Capitalism.”

Mr. Cohen ridicules the idea of “ proletarian biology,” 
etc. lint let us consider what is meant by such a phrase. 
If, as I hold as a Marxist, there is a detectable relation 
between all expression and its environment, then science | 
lias its social relations like everything else human. 
Every past scientist was closely related to the state of 
technics in his day— that is, to the productive mechan­
ism, and therefore to its class-relations. It is for this 
reason that I say that only in a classless world-society 
can science be fully free, that is, fully rational. If one 
traces out the relations of Newton’s ideas to his environ­
ment, one sees that one would be quite justified in call­
ing him a bourgeois scientist. That does not mean lie 
lacks his “ truth,”  his element of objectivity, or that 
one despises him or scraps him. Communism only 
scraps Capitalism in the sense that it uses its mechanism 
as the basis for a higher socialization.

'file relations of, say, Newton to his social-economic 
basis are, of course, very subtle, and cannot he solved by 
crude pronouncements of a mechanistic “  vulgar Marx­
ism but they are there, nevertheless, and can be ex­
amined. Marxist criticism is only now embarking on 
this kind of analysis, and there is an enormous amount 
yet to do; but it can be done, and must be done.

Try to imagine Darwin at any other moment of time 
than that of nineteenth century Capitalist expansion. Or 
take an example where the relations of thought and 
the economic system are easier to see at a glance. One 
may claim that Locke’s Letters on Toleration did import­
ant liberating work. Yet they have no constructive 
argument; they are built on ignoratio elenchi; Locke 
merely assumes that toleration is good. (His argument 
would have seemed not only subversive to any medieval

thinker; it would have seemed childishly irrational as 
well.) Locke’s basis lies in the fact that liberalism was 
already stirring under the skin of me r

rcantilism, that

viiieed f 'h ' L,°Pln®nt had already produced a class cen­
to m'11 ,1 • K lencficerice of toleration. (Mercantilism had
comiim- T  11° <:ornParativelÿ-scarce worker; liberalism, 
by the r  lc huge criminal expropriation of the land 

11 mg-elass, dealt with a society possessing a 
bee (starving) labour,”  and therefore

Lotki on toleration one must therefore turn to the-t i-1.
vast horde of To tinder-
could develop a philosophy of “ free choice. )

■ • and the eon
uSonSeNe? ennt,i1 CCntUry ec" i s t  Petty;
lions on t h Ce< Provhled by Locke’s ownLowcrmg of Interest and Raising of Money.

material^11* Sech always to relate mental with
S i ; : ,  -  touch With reality. The idealist

‘ sccl always on social obscurantism to a lesser 
roots and presents the

Consider*'
ey.
ith

or greater degree) severs the 
“  secondary elaboration ”  (in politics, art, religi011’

philosophy—even science) as something living its o"" 
m-breeding life quite apart from the social “  whole ” ex­
pressed in the totality of productive relationships. Ideal- 
ism is therefore never “ detached”  or “ disinterested, 
as it loves to assume. It severs the roots because 1 
wishes to falsify relationship, to preserve priviV(re"cade-
whether this wish takes the usual crude form o *K ^ 
mic futility, or divagates into more nebulous attemp _ 
withdraw from life, to achieve the ivory-tower of , 
temptation.”  The fear of implication is always an a ^ 
social (and therefore irrational) element; and tliouĝ  
the individual we may diagnose the psychology'*1 
gredieuts, in dealing with history, with the 1" .,
“  whole,” we must turn first always to the ec°n° ^  
bedrock and make that the determining factor in a 
analyses.

Mr. Cohen writes : “ I11 the earliest stages of h”a.’j]rf 
society the material environment exercises a doinu < ^
influence, indeed, it is only when the physical en" 
liient contains certain favourable conditions that 
society can establish itself. Hut it is a far more iu1!’1’ ( 
ant truth that the development of the intellect of 
exerts a continuously increasing force, and supplies 
condition of progressive social life.”

With these statements I, in a sense, agree. M >3h  ̂
advent of social organization man passed into a "  ̂
world -from nature into society, from the direct apP1 
tion of the “ natural selection” method to a uiethoi ’  ̂
volving co-operation; and, of course, man’s iutellcc 
an instrument active at every point of this latter dew 1  ̂
ment. But I do not accept the contrast if it is to be n-
to abstract the intellect from the conditions an'0’ r

Yelp'As soon as we do that, we are
falling into a world 1,0which it functions, 

ing on idealist confusions 
understood, a mystery.

And how is this generalization to deal with irogW5'
sive social life ” as it is here and liow? Will our L,1-j 
lisli Hitler-Mussolini-Fraiico, when he comes, be crlfshc 
with a pious hope? I take it that Mr. Cdlien is not • 
pacifist, that he believes there are things worth fighti”- 
for, though Capitalist nationality is not one of the"1 
that he hails, for instance, the heroic fight wh" ’ 
the Spanish people are making against the murder”’1' 
attack of the feudal oppressors. ^

How is lie going to explain the rise of Fascism, excel 
in terms of Capitalist decay? If it is clear then that d" 
onlv “ revolutionaries ” now are the Capitalist react!0’ 
aries, who have shown themselves ready for any brut" 
ity and repression, how are we going to defend freed0*'1 
except with a gun in our hand?

Jack L indSAV.
(To be concluded)

A PROVERB, REVISED AND EXTENDED

“ Man proposes,”  but nature, with its climatic condi­
tions aiid catastrophic contingencies, “ disposes,”

I"will flüally dispose of Mim altogether 011 tliis planet, 
the beginning ”  the tetnperature was too high for ld° 
At the end it will bc too low for it.—Regular Reader



S'ìt'TlìMBER 2 7 , 1936 TH E FREETH INKER

"Miracles in the World To-day"

The title quoted is that of a long article in the
(May 6, ,936), in which the writer ^ P ^ ^ f u p e r s t i -  
to exploit modern scientific ideas m an , , ■< \
tious views. The sections, in leaded yPe> g acva.
New Force Entering into Nature’s Laws, a 
"lent of the New Law.”  , natural

To begin with, mention is made of some Pu^ e ŷ usp.
psycho-physical phenomena, such as tun & P atllralistic 
nig, etc., in certain circumstances. L , ., . -n
reference is soon abandoned; and we ar®. , . there is
: ; w .  kealins”  («« . ^ ¿ ¡ S U

something else,”  to wit, that God a some-
response to the supplication of 1 ,b „  alla  that 

times act outside the normal ways oi nauue,
faith healing is miraculous healing.”  Emphasis, liou- 

tvcr. laid upon the idea that the alleged effects con- 
eerned are “ outside ”  of and “ not contrary to the laws ot 
nature,” that “  none of nature’s laws are broken,” but 
tllat ‘‘a new force enters.” There is further empty sug­
gestion : “  i ron sinks in water, except indeed when I 
Pat my hand underneath it and hold it up ”  (does the 
'v>'iter know that iron also does not sink— if it is m the 
'"hi of a sufficiently capacious vessel, a ship or other.). 
-'Hcl, he continues, “  What I as a free agent can do, God 
Ca” ‘i°. Not that God has hands. . .

Tliese notions can be bracketed with others made in
fefe-1.*" ^'C sainc periodical of the same date, evidently
i, , - 1̂  t° a previous article or talk on “  Spiritual Heal-
■1 T . ere we find a discussion on points such as whether
res','1 *10*' (Hscase, is the will of God ” ; and the cor-
s,{f ? 4ent avers that “ God does in a very true sense will
„ lng • . . for the good that conies to the soul.”  And so 011 o

are we to argue with such people—supposing that 
(1) t may rcatl or hear of our arguments ? We can say 
Hot ' sc,ence has sufficiently shown that miracles do 
1111 °1Ullr’ llor any other intervention in or governance of 
Pi 11 a,le affairs ; and that this is as certain as the fact 
eV>-1*° °hjective effect (e.g., on weather or crops) is or 
Cl . las been produced by magic, or by prayer, blessing 
tin U1'S’ °r °G'cr witchery. We can also point out that an- 
c °'>0'°gical and historic investigation has shown 
coiir  ̂ that supernatural interference with the

°f natural phenomena, including the evolution of 
‘ "kind, lias not occurred.

j, addition to this we can (2) discredit the persons who
111. o,».l , , ,  _-i , 1 i_r_ __ _. __„

far "id have held, such beliefs—except, perhaps, so
111 a? G'e Roman Catholics are concerned, whose credu 

ns notoriously fathomless. We can call attention to 
((|.e a" 'cd belief in demons and their antics, such as that 

be Abbe Riclialm (thirteenth century) who in a book 
t, / " ‘"ted all his ills to these hovering spirits, stating 
])uf Uley Pr°duced drunkenness, flcahites, etc. We can 
k to beliefs not less preposterous that are held even 
- a few eminent men, e.g., that of Hilaire Felloe i 
. n?10 and talking statues (see Conversations with a 

4}igcl).

ai] ^ ' Can a ŝo (3) point to the theory of and the practice 
, "l'tcd to cure disease from primitive times onward. 
lli'c"se evidently began in the New Stone Age with the re-

"Val of a piece of bone from the skull (trepanning) in 
11' it is concluded, to let out the evil spirit which 

ai,Red the disease. This demonic or other irrational
t] ] 'v °f sickness and of cure was evidently general in 

*■ earlier civilizations. Though the Greeks made a 
'l0(l beginning with rational explanation and treatment

‘iisease “  There is,” writes I)r Singer (Greek Biology 
i/i <\'rcek Medicine) “ ample evidence that the Greeks 
, 'erited a whole system of magical or at least non- 
ti- pharmacy and medicine from a remoter ances-

' ’ Hence the “  cures in dreams ” or visions, in the 
; e,"ple of Asklei lias : e.g., of a woman suffering from 
jHppWorm, who dreamt that, as the god was not present 

Hons cut off her head, but could not put it back again ; 
1‘1*- the priest actually saw her head cut off; that they 
"t for Asklepias, who fastened on her head again; that 

e cut open her belly and stitched it up again. “  So she
'vas cured,”  concludes the record. (Why her head was
' l"  off does not appear.)
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It hardly needs saying- that Christianity brought back 
to a considerable extent the old demonic and other irra­
tional notions and practices ; and these persisted for more 
than a thousand years. Indeed we still hear of cases, 
even in the outlying parts of civilized countries, in which 
sickness of people or animals is attributed to evil spirits, 
including those inhabiting witches ; and correspondingly 
irrational remedies are applied. We may reasonably be­
lieve that the vagaries of some of our freak religions in 
respect of health and its restoration are lineal descend­
ants of the old superstitions, beliefs and practices.

The general cure for this and other kinds of supersti­
tion doubtless lies in education, and chiefly in more and 
wider instruction in science. When to the physics and 
chemistry now taught in (some) secondary schools are 
added biology, some geology, anthropology and psycho­
logy we may expect to see traditional superstition—theo­
logy, as well as the remnants of magic, witchery, demon­
ism, “  flat-eartliism,”  astrology, palmistry and other 
divination wane more rapidly.

This advance, however, will doubtless be seriously re­
tarded by the Church (noil-provided) schools, not only 
because of the superstition they inculcate, but also be­
cause many are not, and probably will not be for a con­
siderable time, re-organized. Until that is done the pupils 
are not likely to have the advantage of a suitable, 
adequately furnished and equipped science room 
for the necessary demonstration and practical work. 
And it seems probable that in the case of some 
Anglican schools, and all schools run by Roman 
Catholics (as this body refuses to take part in 
the joint re-organization with any other schools), 
the lack will remain until church schools are abolished. 
The seriousness of the religious obstacle is well shown in 
London, where, according to a recent report of the L.C.C. 
Education Committee, rather less than a quarter of the 
church schools had been (to about a year ago) re-orgatt- 
ized or grouped for the purpose, while nearly nine-tenths 
of the provided (council) schools had been organized or 
grouped.

There will also, unfortunately, be another residue. It is 
well known that many private schools—probably the 
great majority of them—could not possibly provide a 
science-room (not a few are held in ordinary houses, with 
notoriously inefficient accommodation). Their widespread 
poverty follows inevitably from the fact that the average 
fee of private schools of secondary type is about equal to 
the cost of maintenance only (equipment, lighting, heat­
ing, cleansing, etc.), of provided secondary schools, while 
from the fees of private schools the far heavier cost of 
(suitable) premises and salaries of teachers has to be 
found in addition to the cost of maintenance.

J. Reeves.

Obituary

Miss Ettie Rout

We regret to announce the death of Mrs. F. A. Horni- 
brook, better known to readers of the Freethinker as 
Ettie A. Rout, on September 17, at Rarotonga, one of the 
Cook Islands in the Pacific.

Ettie Rout was born in Tasmania fifty-nine years ago, 
but previous to her coming to Europe, had lived in New 
Zealand from the age of ten.

A woman of forceful personality and of great inde­
pendence of views, she adopted the profession of journal­
ism at a time when woman journalists were rare. She 
was also an authorized reporter to the New Zealand 
Government. For a time she was attached to the Christ­
church New Zealand Times, and was afterwards editor 
of the Maoriland Worker, the first Labour paper in New 
Zealand.

On the outbreak of the European War she organized 
a New Zealand Sisterhood for service in Egypt, after­
wards transferred to France. She threw herself whole­
heartedly into the campaign against venereal disease, 
encountering great opposition from the clergy. For her 
work in this direction, Mrs. Ilornihrook was decorated 
by the French Government.
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After the war slie settled in London witli her husband, 
and became an ardent advocate in the propaganda of 
Birth-Control, one of her books, Sexual Health and 
Birth-Control—which enjoyed a wide sale—being issued 
by the Pioneer Press. She also made a number of ap­
pearances on the Freetliouglit platform, her lectures 
always meeting with appreciation.

She was uncompromising against anything which she 
considered wrong, a thorough-going Freethinker, never 
hiding her meaning under indefinite language. In 
private life her advice was always freely given to all who 
came to her—mostly in connexion with her various 
books on birth-control or physical culture.

During the war she contracted malaria, and in a re­
cent visit to the United States had a further attack of the 
same complaint. She returned to England, but seemed 
quite unable to recover her health. Last May she made 
a trip to New Zealand, a country which had a great 
attraction for her, both as regards its natural beauties 
and its native population, but was again taken ill. O11 
the advice of her doctor she took a sea trip to Rarotonga, 
where she died.

Her husband was informed of her death by cable, and 
we tender our deepest sympathy with the loss he has 
sustained. The world of fearless thinkers and speakers 
is the poorer by her death.— C.C.

Branch. News

BIRKENHEAD (W irrai.) BRANCH

We are nearing the end of our outdoor session, which 
is, incidently, the first of its kind attempted by the 
local Branch. The meetings have been very successful, 
and are certain to affect our indoor meetings. The 
Branch has decided to follow up this effort by advertis­
ing on an ambitious scale the indoor session. By the 
end of next week we hope to have distributed no fewer 
than 4,000, specimen copies of the Freethinker. The. 
following week a further 3,000 handbills are to be circu­
lated. For this purpose we intend to form a distributing 
squad at the next Members’ Meeting to be held in the 
Bakers’ Hall, 36 Claughton Road, on Sunday, September 
27, at 8 p.m. Any unattached Freethinkers who would 
like to help in the work are cordially invited. An excel­
lent Syllabus of Lectures has been arranged for the 
Winter months. A .Syllabus will be gladly sent post 
free on request to the Secretary, Mr. W. Fletcher, 9 
Thornton Road, Rock Ferry, Cheshire.

BLACKBURN BRANCH

The Blackburn Branch had two very good lectures 
last Sunday from Mr. J. V. Shortt of Liverpool. The 
evening lecture (in which he dealt with the origin and 
development of all religions), was listened to intently by 
a large audience. At the close a useful contribution 
was made from the platform by Mr. Joe McLellan, of 
Bury, an old Freethought stalwart, which was also 
much appreciated. Altogether a capital day for the 
Branch.

NORTH LONDON BRANCH

The North London Branch N.S.S. has overcome the 
difficulty of finding indoor accommodation, and a course 
of lectures will begin on Sunday evening, October ix, in 
the Primrose (we think we have the name correctly) 
Restaurant, Heath Street, near Hampstead Underground 
Station, at 7.30. A good syllabus is being prepared, 
comfort is assured, and it is hoped that Freethinkers in 
the surrounding districts will make full use of the oppor­
tunity to fill in their Sunday evenings during the 
winter.

A man who has not anything to boast of but his illus­
trious ancestors is like a potato. The only good belong­
ing to him is underground.—Sir Thomas Overbury.

S eptember 27,

National Secular Society

R eport of E xecutive Meeting hei,d S eptember U>

J he President, Mr. Chapman Cohen in the Chair.
 ̂ Also present : Messrs. Hornibrook, A. C. Rosed1’ 

Clifton, Saphin, Tuson, Ebury, I’reece, Sandvs, ElstoL 
Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Quinton, Junr., and the Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. 1 lL 
monthly financial Statement presented and passed.^

New members were admitted to Bethnal Green, West 
London Branches, and the Parent Society. The term 
office having expired, Mr. T. M. R. Robertson was re­
elected as a Trustee of the N.S.S. and Mr. H. R. Clift”11 
was elected to the vacancy caused by the death of Me 
!'• G. H. McClusky. Correspondence was dealt wit1 
from Bradford, Brighton, Chester-le-Street, 
sources. Lecture reports were noted from 
Brighton, Clayton, and Whitehead. A pocket calendar 
I°i 1937 was approved. Motions 9 and 10 remitted f10111 
the. Annual Conference were again discussed, but 110 
decision was reached. The Chairman drew attention to 
a number of penny pamphlets which were in course of 
Preparation, and would soon be issued. The SecrctaO 
waŝ  instructed to proceed with arrangements foi 11 
Social to be held in London during November. 
President reported the Society’s interest in a will j»st 
completed by one of its members.

The Meeting then closed.
The next meeting of the Executive will take place on 

Thursday, October 15, 1936.
R. H. Rosetti,

General Sccrctary.

and other 
Messrs-

SUNDAY L E C T U B E  NOTICES, E te*

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farrtngdon Street, London, 
. 'C -4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not »1
Inserted.

LONDON
INDOOR

South
Squat 
Ideologies.’

rrn Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Ll°®
•e, W.C.i) : ii '.o, John Katz, B.A.—“ The Battle of

OUTDOOR

Bethnal G reen and H ackney Branch N.S.S. (Vicl°rl 
Park, near the Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. R. H. Rosetti.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, H®01̂  
stead) : 11.30, Mr. b. Ebury. South Hill Park, Ilanips11-““' . 
8.0, Monday, September 28, Mr. L. Ebury. piighb1’ • 
Corner, 8.0, Wednesday, September 30, Mr. L. Ebury.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) :
Mr. I,. Ebury. Rushcroft Road, Brixton, 8.0, Tuesday, 7  ̂
teniber 29, Mrs. It. Grout. Cock Pond, Claphatn, 8.0, l'111 
October 2, Mr. F. 1’. Corrigan. ^

WEST H am Branch N.S.S. (Corner of Deanery R°3 
Water Lane, Stratford, R.) : 7.0, Mr. P. Goldman.

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3.30, S«ndaP 
Messrs. Bryant, Wood, Evans, Tuson and Carlton. j  
Messrs. Saphin, Bryant. Wood, Evans, Tuson, Leacy - , 
Carlton. Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. Wood, Bryant ‘ 
Tuson. Thursday, 7.30, Messrs. Saphin and Wood. Frm*1' 
7.30, Mr. A. Leacy and others. Freethinker on sale at K105 
Should be ordered in advance to avoid disappointment.

COUNTRY

OUTDOOR.

Bankhead : 7.0, Thursday, October r, Mr. J. T. Brigb*01'
Birkenhead (Wirrai) Branch N.S.S. (Well Lane) : 

Tuesday, Mr. D. Robinson, A Lecture. Literature on j.
ChrSTEK-LE-StreET (The Bridge) : 7.30, Friday, Septci'”11 

25, Mr. J. T. Brighton. r j
L iverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive, opposite 

ton Baths) : 8.0, A Lecture. St. Janies Mount, Liverp°° ’ 
8.0, Wednesday, A Lecture.

NELSON (Chapel Street) : 8.0, Tuesday, September 29, ^
J. Clayton.

(Continued on page 623)
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