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Plums,

Views and Opinions

k® Confe ssion of Dean Inge
jn the U'nS"^ears ag0> Hisliop Barnes of Birmingham, 
tbe 'i' Col,rse ° f  a sermon, said that when he went to 
(lress-tIUl>'e Church, London, and found himself ad- 
fe\v a conSregatiou, among whom there were 
" I 11 ° r Ŵ10m Christian dogma had any vitality.”  
elea 1 10reuP°n began to preach sermons in which I 
f'n<nv'V Set f°,rth my own belief in doubts.”  I do not 
tbc-se i ° r  ^ °W ôllg bishop Barnes had harboured 
I'aid̂ V <ni'>ts concerning the truth of the faith he was 
\vij a I)reach; the significant fact is that it was only 
til a l le found himself in safe company, so to speak, 
the *C T,effan to give voice to his doubts concerning 
ju, i r riUh of certain historic Christian beliefs. The 
t0 , ! la^fc inference is that had the Bishop not gone 
1<H0 IC f erUple Church the world would never have 
Sest""- a'K>ut bis doubts. A  further query that sug- 
Cli!S , ,eH is, “ How many more are there in the 

a Cl 'n the same position, and of the same type?”  
lias 'f' U° 'V ^ r- P- W. Inge, ex-Dean of St. Paul’s, 
'"an °^<nve<f the example of Bishop Barnes. For 
Wi,' -Vears be duly and daily (?) offered up prayers. 
(',SsL'n b'e country was at war he prayed for its suc- 
Cov : . Vvhen tbe King was ill he prayed for his re- 

■ He accepted as part of his duties as Dean, 
st i u a reHini for the money received and the social 
for ' stained, the task of praying for the sick, 
We]fSclfety at sea, for recovery from illness, for the 
tin lre °i" the country, and for numerous other 
,,,. Rs> He led the people who looked to him for 
j f̂l' ailce to believe that his prayers would have some 
'licl 'eilCe in securing these things, and that if they 
Hi Ur>f Pray there would be some risk of missing 

How many times the Dean must have said, 
j 1 fbat awful pronunciation of his, “ I,et us Pray.”  
ii lj not know, but the number must have run into

> » > 1* .  I
. lle Rev. Dr. Inge has now also thrown off all dis- 

S| —at least so far as prayer is concerned. His
1 Jject at the “  Modern Churchman’s Conference,”  <

on August 21, was “  What to believe about prayer,”  
and his answer—in substance—was, “  Nothing.”

One by one he went over the main things for 
which people pray, and said quite clearly, and quite 
plainly, that none of the things for which most 
people pray ever happens. There is no answer to 
their prayers. You may pray for a number of things, 
and while this may be beneficial to the vocal chords 
by inducing a mild kind of massage, or soothing to 
the spirit, as may a dose of whisky; while it may 
bring something objective to the parsonry, big or 
little; it brings nothing that is objective to the lay­
man.

Prayer, according to Dr. Inge, is a game that 
people play with themselves; it is a game that the 
clergy-—or a large number of them—play with the 
people. When neither believe they wink at each 
other; when only one of the parties prays—laity or 
clergy—one inwardly winks at the other.

*  *  *

Science and Prayer
I fully lielieve that Dr. Inge is now saying exactly 

what he believes, for I have no recollection of his 
having spoken so plainly 011 a similar subject while he 
was in office. 'There is no mistaking what he now 
means. He might be quoting from the Freethinker 
of more than half a century since, or at any time 
during its history. lie  saj’S : —

There is no subject 011 which Christ spoke with 
more downright explicitness than of the efficacy of 
prayer. These very definite promises seem to he 
contradicted by common experience. Most of us 
would say that they have been contradicted by com­
mon experience.

Dr. Inge, evidently, so far as the objective efficacy of 
prayer is concerned, ranks himself with the “  most of 
us.”  He takes several instances in which prayer 
does not act, and they are sufficient to cover the 
whole question. He takes the case of sickness and 
the weather, and plainly denies that prayer has any 
influence in either direction. He asks whether “  the 
husband of a loving and prayerful wife ”  is a “ better 
life ”  from the point of view of life insurance than a 
man who has no Christian relative anxious for the 
prolongation of his existence. Everyone knows the 
answer to this. There is not an insurance company 
in the country, that, so far as its premiums are con­
cerned, pays the slightest attention to the matter. 
Allowances are made with some societies if you arc 
a teetotaller; but not if you pray. Whether you 
pray or curse makes no difference to the premium. 
Probably the King is the most prayed-for man in the 
country, but no insurance company would reduce its 
premium on the K ing’s life because the greatest ex­
perts on prayer were engaged in asking God for his 
recovery. There are hospitals in the country in 
which not a public prayer is ever said; but the pro-
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portion of deaths is no greater than those in which may fool himself into either goodness
the Ford is asked to pay particular attention to the [ into being a little more sensible or a 
patients.

Prayer does not cure disease, neither, says Dr.
Inge, does it affect the weather: —

or badness, 
little more

The more we know about the causes of climatic 
phenomena, the less likely we are even to dream of 
changing them in order to save our hay-crop, or to ' 
secure a fine day for our garden party.

Not even the weather! One of the oldest and the 
most important prerogatives of the gods! Jesus 
Christ said that, if you prayed, all things should be 
given unto you. Dr. Inge, who is where he is be­
cause he has for many years been leading people to 
believe that praying for rain, or for sunshine, or for 
the recovery of a King from illness, or for victory in 
battle, or for safety at sea, or even for Members of 
Parliament to be endowed with wisdom and justice, 
now says that all this is absurd. It was all good 
enough when people were ignorant, but nowadays,

The notion that the world is governed by natural 
laws which may be suspended or modified at any 
time by divine intervention, is felt to be one of the 
least satisfactory of philosophies.

In other words, it is all bunkum, and the thousands 
of parsons, and newspaper men who write articles 
detailing miraculous tales of cures by prayer, are 
either very ignorant men or designing rogues. So 
far as Dr. Inge is concerned, the game is up.

Stupid. Thprein charm ,C ls 311 enormous trade in lucky stones, 
the a.nd similar things outside the Church, and
candles  ̂ T  , l̂e Vlrtlles of holy water and sacred 

. •> am the mumblings of priest and parson in-■ ■ — fact that
a man f„ , U’ 1CI.’ and all of it rests on the fact
is wiHimV^i'0 IS '>etier off with some things than he 

1 iem. Some people even persuade thein-
selves they are better off for the parsonry. under-
stood by n . -,CesTs of self-suggestion what is 
or is it wi. f , . ' f s ff what Dr. Inge had in mind, 
said from tl , conSreSation had in mind when he 
mean sa . i ' S ' “’. " U 1 '»  Pray ■■ ? Did he really 
the shape ô f 'Cte ls no answer to your prayers m 
events but 7  a" y  interference with the course of 
Person greater ti?U 3Ct as if  -vou believed that sonic
to your prayers the 01311 wil1 aIter thillffs in re.sp0" ,f  
deception t ! ,  y0U Wl11 feel better for this self-
straightforward „ Unk lf Dr‘ r"ffe bad acted in tins 
soon have Vn, lannpr to his congregation lie would 
gether. ' " K bimself outside the church alto-

any appreciafb COI1!mon with all religionists who have
conditions is on H t jC positlon ° f  religion in modern
that the effect !  he ‘° rns of dilemma. I f  he claims praying is an alteration in the natura— — ------- t,n1e b°dy
secpience of events, he is up against the v\'lu
of scientific teaching. If, on the other han^ ^^ ..........  r hand, 116
denies the possibility. of affecting natural eve"^, Q{

W hy P ra y  P

But why pray at all? It is here that I begin to 
wonder whether my statement that Dr. Inge is now 
saying exactly what he believes is quite accurate, 
for after saying that belief has no effect in the direc­
tion of getting what people pray for, he adds : —

If we ask, why do men pray, the simple answer is 
that because they cannot help it. In so far as prayer 
is loving intercourse, or reverent homage, or thanks­
giving, or meditation on the revealed attributes ot 
God, or contrition for sin, it is meaningless to ask 
whether it is efficacious. No one doubts that as an 
exercise it deepens character, strengthens the will, 
purifies the affections and brings peace, rest and 
blessedness.

The italics are mine. Prayer, says Dr. Inge, cannot 
affect the weather or our health; it cannot prevent 
earthquakes or shipwrecks; prayer no more affects 
the health of Kings than of costermongers; microbes 
pursue their path unaffected by prayer, but are sus­
ceptible to anti-toxins; and, other things equal, a 
man with a prayerful wife is no better off than one1 
with a wife who is a confirmed Atheist. All Dr. Inge 
is saying is that prayer does one good so long as one 
believes it will do good. That while not universally 
true, has enough truth about it to fool the unwary. 
There are a thousand and one things that have no 
connexion whatever with prayer that will have this 
effect. Bread pills will cure imaginary pains. Mere* 
faith in a doctor will affect for the better an hysterical, 
patient. The ]>ower of self-suggestion is well known 
to modern science, and to anyone who understands 
what is going on before bis eyes every day of his life. | 
The grain of truth that is contained in the megalo- j 
maniacal nonsense of Mrs. Eddy is of this kind. Dr. • 
Inge calls this kind of thing, I  expect, spiritual ( 
influence, and if spiritual influence is but
another name for imaginary causes, or self- 
deception then he is right. But no one has ever, 
disputed the power of man to fool himself, and a man ;

prayer, and at most reduces prayer to a SpcĈ  ^  
self delusion, he is cutting at the very heart ■[ 
ligious belief, for without prayer and its as- s 
effect on the “ order of nature,”  religion is lJs . 
Dr. Inge sees this clearly enough in the foilo\'in!-

prayvr
Without prayer there can be no religion- 

is the very breathing of religion, its most ess<- 
and characteristic activity.

This is strictly true. Religion has its beg111" 11̂ , 
in that stage of human development when 111311 . . 
lieves himself to be surrounded by living aff"j ^  
whose anger is to he averted, or whose good-W'1 
be gained by prayer and praise. The belief that 
are gods to listen and are able to give, leads to P1^
the belief that gods answer prayer by affecting 
course of events perpetuates religion. People have

not prayed for health and strength, for rain 01 ^
shine, for victory at sea or protection from 0( 
because they believed it to be an interesting k111 fe 
mental exercise, but because they believed there 
gods who listened, who took sides, who £ra . ,  
favours and who gave rewards in return for sdv .j 
Let men lose this belief and religion grows ivea ̂ ’iey 
becomes a mere shadow of a shade, and the god j  
have worshipped takes his place in that process'0" .,

iUw

1#

discarded deities that winds like a ghostly cal 
through the course of history.

But to-day general scientific knowledge has 
the belief in the utility of prayer, in any sense 0 
expression, impossible. Up-to-date believers hallj,, 
know whether to hold on to prayer or to let it £0- ,v 
terms of historic belief and doctrinal teaching 1 
must believe God answers prayer. In terms 01 j, 
scientific understanding, this is an absurdity. S°> t 
the one hand, the Churches stand to lose the supl' ̂ ,, 
of an army of simple-minded believers. O'1 the

other hand they stand to earn the contempt of in^ , v 
gent, educated and honest men and women if 
retain their original position. The belief in Pra' ,, 
once the greatest asset of the Church, is now beC° 
ing a tremendous liability. It looks as though tbe

correct answer to the problem is—Bankruptcy.

Chapman CollE>''
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Faith and F inance

11 A very large portion of society, and tliat powerfully 
and extensively connected, derives its sole emolument 
from the belief of Christianity, as a popular faith.

Shelley.,

"  There is no darkness but ignorance.” —Shakespeare.

Sixty-six  millions of money is quite a large sum 
fcv̂ n in these days of gigantic trusts and get-ricli- 
quick business. A  purely commercial organization 

'̂'th assets to that amount, and with an annual fixed 
'hconie amounting to nearly three and a half mil- 
lions, excluding other fruitful sources of emolument, 
amounting to £16,250,000 yearly, would rightly be 
considered even by financial magnates, to be in the 
h()nt rank of big business. The Church of England, 
011c of a hundred sectarian bodies in this country, is 
111 this happy commercial position. It is not only 
°ne of the most important landowners in the king- 
dom> but it collects royalties on every ton of coal 
Produced from certain colleries, and extracts a sacred- 
tenth, or tithe, from the farmers. It possesses pro­
perty to the value of millions in the heart of London, 
ai>d, by virtue of its vast wealth, exerts an influence 
m the body politic which, in the twentieth century, 
ls Positively amazing.

Iniquitous as such charges as tithes, or sacred- 
fl'Rths, or royalties levied on coal-tonnage, 01 even 
pound-rents imposed by this favoured Church as 
aml-lord, appear to us to-day, they form but a por- 

fl°n of the wholesale piracy resorted to by the ecclesi- 
ptics in the Ages of Faith, when they rode rough- 
s '°d over the lil>erties of the peoples they were sup- 
l'°secl to befriend. I11 the old days the priests took 
p re that everyone should do their share, as is proved 
P  a list of what each parishioner should give at 
pster, 1675, in a town in the Peak district of Derln- 

s lire- It is to be remembered that the sums named 
^Present vastly more than the same value in present- 
' ay money, for in those far-off days a sheep might he 
Purchased for three shillings, and a fowl for two­
pence ;__

Item -.'Every person of the age of sixteen pays one 
Penny for his offering; for every horse 3d; for a cow 
n l.; for every calf i '/ d . ; for every foal id . ; for every 
«warm of bees id . ; from every person for Ins trade 
4d .; from every manservant. 6d., and every maid­
servant 4d. from their wages.

Item : For every hen an egg, and for every cock 
two, but if they have no eggs, then the parishioner 
Pays to the vicar one penny for 3 hens, and for two 
ducks’ eggs one penny, and for every turkey egg 
°'ie penny.

]ea les® were in addition to the tithes of wool, lamb, 
l’ P'&s, and geese, which were paid in kind. From 

foil . pelry ° f  Beeley to the Vicar of Ilakewell, the 
°wing dues are registered for 1671 : —
Offerings ; The master or mistress or dame

of a family, each .................................... 2d.
Offerings of all other sojourners, servants,

and children above 16, each ... ... id.
hies for the house, garden, and plough, id.

n eaeh ..................................    3d.
; Ues for milch cow id .; calf yid ...................  iV dl
Ones for foal ...............................................  2d.
Oues for Geese, if above 6, if under 15, but
. if 15, i^ d ......................................................  2'/2d.
Oue for pigs the like.
Oue for every hen 2 eggs.
Geese, if not agreed for, to be delivered in 

Ilakewell Churchyard, and the like for 
pigs if they happen.

qj wing to the scandal of maladministration of this 
'"roll’s funds, Parliament appointed a body known

as the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to supervise the 
Church’s income and expenditure, and this body has 
finished the first hundred years of its work. To-day 
these Commissioners may truly be reckoned among 
the foremost business men, and this Church itself as 
one of the largest and most powerful commercial 
undertakings in the country.

When the Commissioners first took charge of this 
Church’s financial affairs they were confronted with 
the amazing state of affairs by which the higher 
ecclesiastics wallowed in money, and their poor 
curates lived from hand to mouth. The then Arch­
bishop of Canterbury drew £19 ,182 yearly, i 3 bishops 
had more than £4,000 apiece, and 1 1  of the
27 Archbishops and bishops had fat sinecures 
in addition to their official salaries. For ex­
ample, the contemporary Bishop of Oxford en­
joyed £2,648 salary for his bishopric, another
£2,000 for a sinecure deanery, £3,288 for one
sinecure benefice, and £748 for another. This seems 
to us amazing, but it was as nothing to the still earlier 
time when a Cardinal lived at Hampton Court Palace, 
and aped royalty, and Lambeth Palace had its
retinue of soldiers, and bishops lorded it with the 
greatest and most powerful aristocrats of the land.

Even to-day the bishops have feathered their nests 
very comfortably. Forty of the older ecclesiastics, 
including two archbishops, share £182,700 annually, 
and this takes no account of the remaining 250 
colonial and suffragan bishops, who share quite a re­
spectable sum of money between them, besides emolu­
ments in the shape of palaces and palatial residences.

A  number of priestly appointments are superfluous, 
and mere relics from other days. Within the very 
narrow confines of the City of Loudon £50,000 is 
spent each year in ministering to the alleged spiritual 
needs of a very small resident population of care­
takers, policemen and their families, and Jewish 
people, the latter never troubling the pew-openers. 
These churches are mere survivals, for the ecclesi­
astical authorities ear-marked nineteen of them as 
being derelict, and actually proposed to sell the sites 
and use the money elsewhere. The same thing hap­
pens all over England. There are at least fifty liv­
ings worth more than a thousand a year, where the 
parishes have under a thousand inhabitants. The 
rector of Stainby-with-Gunbv, Lincolnshire, has 
£2,376 net income a year. The inhabitants of this 
out-of-the-way place number 216. The town of 
March, East Anglia, has about ten thousand inhabi­
tants, a large number being Nonconformists. The 
four Church-of-England places of worship have 
livings worth, when added together, just under five 
thousand pounds a year, net. Each living is worth 
over a thousand pounds a year. There is so much 
waste in this State-Church that it may truly be 
said to be the church of the priests rather than that 
of the people. There are no less than 1,877 parishes 
with a population under 200; and 4,802 with a popu­
lation under 500. The English people themselves 
are only remotely concerned with this alleged Church 
of England, for, some years ago, when a census was 
taken by a national newspaper of church and chapel 
attendance in London and suburbs, it was found that 
only one person in nineteen attended a place-of-w’or- 
sliip, and only a portion of these attended the 
churches of the Government Religion.

Yet it is this same Anglican Church that has 
blocked every measure of reform in the House of 
Lords for the past hundred years. There is no deny­
ing the impeachment, for the votes of the Church of 
England bishops are recorded in Hansard’s Parlia­
mentary Debates. There are many startling F'eudal 
anomalies in present-day civilization, but the anomaly
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of such a hide-bound relic of antiquity being left in 
charge of wealth beyond the dreams of avarice is 
astounding. The sooner it is disestablished and dis­
endowed the sooner will this nation be rid of a 
national scandal, and millions of money be available 
for worthier objects than the furtlierence of ancient 
ignorance and the bolstering-up of Feudalism.

Mimnermus.

The Greek Bible

h i .

As I have already pointed out, the whole trend of the 
modern criticism of the Bible is to get at the 
“  original ”  text—though why there should be so 
much anxiety about it, is not altogether clear. Sup­
posing we did find out, by some extraordinary dis­
covery, what the original writers of the books com­
posing “  Holy ”  Scripture really wrote—what then? 
Would that prove anything? Would it prove the 
“ inspiration ”  of the Bible? Would the orthodox 
really be able to turn the tables on unbelievers and 
declare that, at long last, they had proved the Bible 
to be the Word of God? A moment’s thought would 
show the absurdity of such a supposition. Indeed, 
an early discovery might easily prove the very oppo­
site—namely, that the Bible is nothing more than a 
collection of myths and legends and demonstrably so.

At all events, the study of the Greek text, that is, 
the Septuagiut, has proved beyond all shadow of a 
doubt that whatever is the authoritative Hebrew text, 
however much Hebraists, Jew or Christian, may 
swear it is the true one, not differing one iota from 
the original manuscripts, it is not the text from 
which the Greek was translated. Professor Swete, 
the greatest authority on the Septuagint makes that 
clear in his Introduction. Here are his words :

The text of the Hebrew liihle has undergone no 
material change since the beginning of the second 
century A.D. . . . All existing MSS. belong to one 
type of text, and it is, in the main, the type which 
was known to Jerome, to Origen, and to Aquila, and 
which is reflected in the Targnms and the Talmud. 
But it is not that which was possessed by the Alex­
andrians of the third and second centuries, n.c. At 
some time between the age of the Septuagint, and 
that of Aquila, a thorough revision of the Hebrew 
Bible must have taken place, probably under official 
direction . . .  it is sufficient to warn the beginner 
that in the Septuagint he has before him the version 
of an early text, which often differed materially 
from the text of the printed Hebrew Bible and of all 
existing MSS.

One can quite understand why, if all this is true, 
pious critics are anxious to get at the “  true ’ ’ or 
“ original ”  text. For Protestants have sworn so 
long by the “  received text ’ ’—was it not the late 
Dean Burgoh who insisted that every letter and stop 
was inspired? that, if it is not the genuine one, the 
whole pack of cards they call their rule of Faith will 
fall like those made famous by Alice in Wonderland.

To stand by the Bible and nothing but the Bible, 
and then find that it is not the text inspired by God 
Almighty must be a blow from which they can never 
recover.

And I must strongly emphasize once again that 
when “  Our Ford ”  quoted Scripture it was the 
Greek Version, the Septuagint, he was quoting and 
not the “  Hebrew.’ ’ Indeed, I have the strongest 
doubts that the Hebrew text, as we have it, is any 
older than the famous Rabbi Akiba, who was a great 
scholar, a hater of Christians, and who, for his share

...,lv. r '!! ,Kkeba rising of the early second century, 
Akibo T* 1 1Ut to ^eatl* V  the Romans. That 
rew text"' a s l̂are 111 shaping the present Heb-
Pnf tr. ¿1 IS’ ^'iRk, acknowledged by most critics.
own na i  nt , f° ^ OUrse’ he "'as the “  editor ’ ’ ; for my 
mere w»- ee ^lat he did a great deal more than 
inventJl' ,^Ut "h a t he edited, or re-wrote, or
admitted’ Ci1anged’ 110 olle knows—unless it is 
which • thf t th,e “  orighial ’ ’ text or texts from 
from thm'h -t 1.:'nsJatetl tJle Septuagint, was different 

. ‘ u 11C I has come down to us in Hebrew.
a good' G° " ,I)aratively  recently, it was not easy to get 
years 1Sr,a a ° f the Septuagint. True, over J°° 
scholar 'C Arnen'canj Charles Thomson, a fi"e
the S c m t u S t  v aUy yearS ° f  h is Hfe in  translating 
Codev ft \ Ve^ lon as represented by the famous 

16  ̂ntican. And here it ought to he
Pointed out that while there are quite a large number 
of copies of the Greek Bible, more or less complete, 
they all differ from one another in hundreds ot 
places, sometimes very greatly indeed. In fact 110 
one knows which is.the true and original Septuagh’t- 
1 he text of the Codex Vaticanus is very diffeie" 
horn that of the Codex Sinailicus, the latest a,u 
greatest Biblical acquisition in the British Museum, 
and both differ from that of the Codex Alexandria«*' 
1 he result is that critics are almost as anxious to h"1 

cut what the real, genuine text of the Septuagint is. 
as they are to find out the original Hebrew text.

Thomson’s splendid translation was banned—'0'' 
at least nothing was done to circulate it as it clashcu 
too much with our Authorized Version; and it 
not issued again until about 20 years ago. Even then
both the British and Foreign Bible Society a'u 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge re • 
to help in getting it known; in other words, 
boycotted. It would not do to let anything riva 
Authorized Version or the Revised Version- 9 *’ters 
put it in another way, it would not do to let 1,ĉ 1Cqj(i 
know in bow much and in liow many ways the 
Testament, as used by “  Our Ford,”  differed 
that in use now.

The strange thing is that while the Roman Cath 
lies insist upon their Church as their Rule of I,J1 
and the Protestants, the Bible, it is the R °'”^ 
Catholics who are—in my opinion—more consist

ev
in-

For them, the Bible can only be explained 01 
pounded through the Church. And while they 
sist it is absolutely inspired by God, they also iP®1’ 
that it is the original, not the various copies, 
is (or was) inspired. The nearest to this origin"  ̂
their Batin Vulgate. But how did they get the  ̂11 
gate?

Old
theWell, the version known as the Italic, or 

I.atiu, was made from the Septuagint perhaps i)l 
second century. This version was considered fa11 
by Jerome who, in the fourth century, revised E .. 
the light of the then existing Hebrew text. Thai “
lie is said so to have revised it, but this is b>
means certain. He may only have put some2 Of t,lC.j'jie
various Old Fatin versions into better shape. . 
Vulgate, then, is only a translation of a translm1^ 
at the best; and it is not in any way a translation 
the Hebrew text.

Our own Authorized Version is not, as is 
monly supposed, a Version of the “  original ’ ’ .
rew. It is really a much emended and edited vers’1̂  
of the various English Bibles which had preceded 1 
It certainly owes a great deal to Coverdale’s E> 
which appeared in 1535, and which was 
lated from Futher’s German version and from t 
Fatin Vulgate, as is admitted on its title page; y 1’ 
is, of course, 011 the title page of the first edit’0̂  
But when it comes to dealing with the Bible, one c‘
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trust Christians for hiding the truth as much as P°s 
sible. I  have before me a reproduction °  ^  &nd
l'age, dated 1535, and with the words - . Hng-
truly translated out of Douche and La >u 

B»., says Mr S.
lurch’s AncienI Bible, “ if we refer Ooverdale’s 

of the first modem reprint edition o 
Bible (published<1 111 l8 ,g) we shall find the words 

translated out of Douche and Lat> and
»nutted, and that it simply reads . ; collsult 
truly translated into English-’ And 1 we co ̂  
the second modern edition, published ui i< > ^
tind that the representation has been cJ i jated
farther, and actually reads : ‘ fait 1 u > 1
1« .  tin, Ilabrawc and Greek.' "
l'l(>se paonle wlio cannot investigate or
ho i.l— .< ■

t'le idea that it is the Hebrew which »  God’s 1 
language, and therefore must be inspnecla 
Co
, Perdale used it. As a matter of fact, there could (
!lavc been precious little opportunity for Christians
Ul Coverdale’s day to study Hebrew, let I
A How were they to find competent teac 

f am by no means convinced that ei cn truth
“f tbe Authorized Version knew Hebrew. The tru 
“  ? '»  its language is based 
Version as well as on the

its
, as 

a«d is
l{nglisli a _sPecial language 

referri '
He

enee,

of its own. How 
really was written in 16 11  can be seen b 

n >ng to the Preface of the Authorized Version 
lle can hardly imagine a more astonis llll£ c 1

Young’s literal translation of the Bible (1S63) 
js certainly from the Hebrew Massoretic text, but no- 
<!<ly seems to know it; 

l ĥ }  lias also
version

while the Revised Version, 
never caught on, is the Authorized

ir , corrected, as far as possible, from tbe same 
‘ Abrew text.

If the
"'hat

reader has followed me carefully, lie will see 
a holy mess the text of the Bible realty is. 

latever was originally written seems undoubtedly 
r 1 now; though, naturally, it may turn up one day. 
Y , . lr> however, tbe Bible, as God’s Word, rests on 

only faith in the Roman Catholic

111
Wl
lost

1’or■ aitlx.
Cli
lions0'* ° n ^ 'e ° lle Band, 01 011 l ',e vari°ns declara­
nt S. ' ,f Erotestant Bishops on the other, can make 
,|a]] 1 Be true. We should, it seems, believe or be 
t|,„ 11Cc‘ - For my part, I  have no option but to join

e Uanined.
H. CuTNER.

r, J " m Ihe time Testis bade men try his doctrine to ilic
tbe dayiy, t)ie jtopular and the only effective proof of
'"g -V,th ° f  Christianity has been its success in provid- 
i'Xjst , *°ast a part of the blessedness it promises. The 
cVv|. lce of every one of the gods in whom men have 
k’st ' f 1*' t]lcir faith has been held to be proved by the 
elf, ."  experience. Fetiches are trusted because their 
t|,e l|lcy has been proved. Yahve showed himself to he 
l,0stsl'Ue «od by helping his worshippers to defeat the 
lilT s °f Chemosh. The Virgin Mary demonstrates daily 
ttyirPtnVors ° f  intercession by serving those who address

Petitions to her.—Pro/. J .  II. Lcuba.

PARSONS A S SCH O O LM ASTERS

"'•¡ic schools are so obsolete that they yet rest upon 
’ monastic basis. The majority of them, even to

■<u
«lis v - -
Hit , ry day still favour clergymen as headmasters— 
ti ca, )s°lute anachronism. It is difficult, of course, to be
^ ’'»olmaster, but a clergyman is the last man in the 

1 ' 1°  be allowed to deal with growing boys. For 
^ a clergyman becomes a schoolmaster, lie
I ays tends to become either severe and cranky, or 

and self-advertising.
Osbcrt Sitwell ("Penny Foolish,”  p, 15).

So ever 

Mawm

Things W orth Knowing

l i i i .

[Juliii Ruskin, in liis Lectures on Aft, just mentioned tlie 
question of how fur art lias been inspired or ennobled by 
religion. lie left .the subject with the implied promise that 
he would deal with it at length on some future occasion. 
The following was found amongst his papers after his 
death and was published by the Editors, Cook and XVedder- 
btjrn, in the standard edition of his works as a note to the 
Lectures.—C.C.]

R eligion and A rt

How far has art been strengthened by her em­
ployment in religious service? Many careful 
t linkers on this subject, and 1 myself, very stren­
uously in past years, have contended that the occupa­
tion of artists in the representation of divine histories 
or persons, has stimulated and purified the powers of 
the art so employed. It is not, of course, possible 
for me to-day to enter with you even on the first steps 
of so vast an enquiry; but it will be part of my sub­
sequent duty to lay before you the grounds of my now 
fixed conviction that few of the greatest men eyer 
painted religious subjects by choice, but only be­
cause they were either compelled by ecclesiastical 
authority, supported by its patronage, or invited by 
popular applause; that by all three influences their 
powers were at once wasted and restrained; that their 
invention was dulled by the monotony of motive and 
perverted by its incredibility; that the exertion of 
noble human skill in making bodily pain an object of 
morbid Worship, compelled a correlative reaction in 
making bodily pleasure an object of morbid pursuit; 
and that the successes, of whatever positive value 
they may be, reached under the orders of Christ­
ianity, have been dearly bought by the destruction of 
the best treasures of heathen art, by the loss of tbe 
records of what was most interesting in passing his­
tory, by the aversion of all eyes from what was lovely 
in present nature, and by the birth, in the chasm left 
by the contracted energies of healthful art, of a sen­
sual art fed by infernal fire.

Thus the best achievements of so-called religious 
art have been dearly bought, even supposing their 
excellence had been otherwise unattainable. But 
you will see further reason to regret the sacrifice, 
when you perceive, as I shall be able to show you by 
strict analysis, that the merits of sacred art itself 
were never owing to religion. Observe : I say, “  of 
sacred art itself.”  I  do not speak of the consum­
mate art power, but of its reserved and regulated be­
ginnings. As to its highest attainments, there lias 
never been any question but that they were founded 
entirety on the beauty and love of the present world. 
I told you many years ago that there was 110 religion 
in any of the works of Titian, and that the mind of 
Tintorct only sometimes forgot itself into devotion. 
But I then thought that all the nascent and dawning 
strength of art had been founded on pious faith; 
whereas I  now with humiliation, but I  dare not say 
with sorrow, recognize that they were founded, 
indeed, upon the scorn of death, but not on the hope 
of immortality—founded, indeed, upon the purity of 
love, but the love of wife and child, and not of angel 
or deity; and that the sweet skill which gave to such 
feelings their highest expression came not by precept 
of religion, but by the secular and scientific training 
which Christianity was compelled unwillingly to per-

* Under this heading we purpose printing, weekly, a 
series of definite statements, taken from authoritative works, 
on specific subjects. They will supply instructive comments 
on aspects of special subjects, and will be useful, not merely 
in themselves, but also as a guide to works that are worth 
closer study.
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mit, and by the noble instruction received from the 
remnants of that very heathen art which Christianity 
had done her utmost to destroy.

The reserve and the rapture of monastic piety were 
only powerful in creation when they involuntarily 
opened themselves to the sight, and stooped to the 
sympathies, of common human life; and the skill 
which enforced with vividest imagery the doctrines 
of the Catholic faith was taught by spirits that had 
incurred its condemnation. I f ever you are able in 
some degree to measure the skill that has been spent 
by Euini, Ea Robbia, or Ghiberti on the vision of 
the Virgin, you will also know it to have been re­
ceived at the feet of Athena and Artemis; and from 
them, not as Queens of Heaven, but as Queens of 
Earth, permitting no idleness to virtue and promis­
ing no pardon to sin. The grace of the redeemed 
souls who enter, celestamente baV.ando, the gate of 
Angelico’s Paradise had been first seen in the terres- 
tial, but pure, mirth of Florentine maids. The dig­
nity of the Disputa del Sacramento was learned from 
the laurelled patience of the Roman and gentle bear­
ing of the Greek.

If thus the influence of Religion upon Painting and 
Sculpture is determined, virtually its effect on Archi­
tecture is decided also. But as doubtless the subject 
is here more questionable than in any other of its 
branches, I  will endeavour to set it before you in the 
form in which it may be dealt with clearly. Here, 
under, the shadow of St. Mary’s Spire, or in the front 
of any English or French Cathedral, it ought to be 
difficult for you so much as to put the question to 
yourselves. You would say that architecture was 
consummated in these. It was so. But we are not 
enquiring about its consummation, but its develop­
ment. And to examine into that rightly, you must 
first separate whatever modes of architecture were 
learned in useful works, as aqueducts and sea-walls; 
then whatever was learned in war, and the forms of 
tower, of battlement, and window, and gateway re­
quired for defence; next, the forms dependent on 
humble domestic requirements, as the gables of roofs 
built steep, or dormer windows enriching their slope, 
or turrets for winding stairs, or projecting niches of 
windows for looking up and down streets, or lifting 
of merchandise and the like; after that, whatever 
forms resulted from social and civic requirements; 
the spans required for halls like those of my own 
Christ Church, or of Westminster, or of the room of 
the greater council at Venice; the dignity of town 
halls and brolettos with their towers of pride or warn­
ing and arcades of state. Eastly, you must separate 
whatever exquisiteness was reached by completed art 
in palatial decoration, in loggias, ceilings, sculp­
tured and painted saloons and galleries from Vicenza 
to Versailles; and then examine carefully what speci­
ality is thus left as the result of ecclesiastical influ­
ences.

The best you will say, still; the ecstasy and per­
fectness of all this poured out in devotion. You will 
find, when you look into it, as I will endeavour partly 
to show you, that this power was used not so much 
to express devotion as to recommend and to direct it. 
But the point before 11s is, with what effects on the 
architecture? Mainly with these three—the in'tfdduc- 
tion of spectral effects of light and shade, rendering 
architecture sensational instead of intellectual; the 
excitement of quite frantic efforts to obtain height 
and richness of ornament, ending in the corruption 
of style; and lastly, the taking away the funds and 
Strength which would have made wholesome the 
houses of the poor, cleansed the streets, and culti­
vated the fields.

J ohn R u skin .

Acid Drops

In the Evening Standard for September 2, Dean InSc 
characterizes Czarist Russia and present day Spain as 
follows : —

t hese two nations, at the opposite extremities of dic 
Continent, resembled each other in several ways. B°11 
'\ere illiterate, both had remained untouched by 1 * 
great movements of modern civilization; both were 13 
dened with a rich and obscurantist Church, and in hot 
the differences between rich and poor were very great-

That is certainly putting the state of both countries ver) 
mildly. Roth countries were extremely religions, bo 1

• -med by t,lC
the Russia»had at their head a monarch who was claimed by

Church to be where he was by grace of God,
Czar represented a form of superstition as gros» - -,
thing that existed among the most ignorant of 11
peasantry, and the late Spanish monarch surely rel1H
sented as poor a specimen of honesty as ever sat UP0’1 .
throne. In both countries Christianity had been in 1,1
power for centuries, and in both countries Church 3,1
monarchy had united in brutally suppressing every »
tempt to enlighten the people. In Spain, even more o1!,‘
tinetly than in Russia, the country had been reducC‘
from a country that led the world in science, in art am
in civilization, to the brink of ruin commercially 311• 0f the
scientifically, and that mainly by the action ountry
Church. And in Spàin a third of the land of the c0 
was owned by the Church. But it would hardly 
done for Dr. Inge to have put the truth thus pla"1

, nr Inge»As a kind of comment upon this statement ol ' p any 
we may commend to our readers an article in the 
Mail, for September 2, which never misses an °P
tunity of holding up Hitler and Mussolini for the 1- Y>ricc, Ui
Of, the regular staff of the Mail. Contrasting

but the

people to follow. The article is by Mr. Ward Puce’

and Russia, Mr. Ward says, “  Like Lucifer before 
fall, Stalin may mobilize the flower of darkness, bn ^  
German Michael is also fast preparing to take the n ^ 
The picture of Hitler as an angel of light, is W°r 
the paper that did so much by its wholesale lying * 
Germany during the war to make a profitable peacC 
possible. In the case of the Boxer rising in Chin3’ 
Boer War, and in the European War, the attitude ° (̂)
Mail, and of the Northcliffe press generally did ® u . 
drag British journalism to the gutter. In the P* ;l 
Spanish trouble it appears to be living well up 
record that it is almost impossible to beat for shecr 
worthiness.

.. * of
The unfortunate thing is that there are mas»c 

people who live with these yellow journals as then’ c , 
mental food, and who seem capable of swallowing 
most anything. For instance, Hitler and the Em. 
branch of the Nazis are able to incite some peep , 
the game of Jew-baiting by telling them that (a) the J j 
are the backbone of Marxian Communism, and (b) ^  
it is the Jews who are the capitalists who arc ru1 ;lt 
the world. A Marxian Communism that is ainu»^(1t 
upholding capitalism, is a wonderful kind of thing’ a, 
one may get it in the same article and out of the ®  
of the same person.

We ought not in this juncture to leave without 
honourable mention that booster of religious ignof3^  
the founder of the “  Oxford Group . Movement -as 
a specimen of religious ignorance and cheap emoti°'’\J #ism as one could wish. I)r. Bucliman says, “  ^ '¡jt  
has taught us what a Godless Communism brings- ,jy 
take the situation in Spain to be as bad as the l  ‘ 
Mail paints it, how can that be a consequence of 1
lessness ”  in any form? The people fighting are 
sides—if one eliminates the Mohammedan Moors, 
are promised the liberty to loot and kill and rape if
will only fight the elected Government—the Pc°'
fighting in Spain are Spaniards, they have been $ 
the control of the Church for centuries, the Church 
had charge of their education, and the bulk of the $p3
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aids to-day arc as religious as any PeoP rather
These people are surely the products o g ° tqe
than of Atheism. The poverty and the; igno piian
peasantry has been perpetuated by the Clime 1 
by any other single factor.

How strange it is, or rather it would be stran ge^  A 
"ere not so usual, to find how calmly at :~ \ lole nation,
people can contemplate the wrongs o v.ennle rise
but how very indignant they get when ia . a
llP against the established authorities inu people
better life than they have been living • tqat
«er rise in rebellion unless there are g r a v ^ i v r o r ^  & 
provide the occasion for their rising • C whole of
single clear case of this having happened in having
history. A people may be misled by Baders, having 
risen in revolt, they may in the heat of PaSi,K . 
sedulous propaganda of an interested few, <0 ”  p
'Vere better undone, but the wrongs must be there l*
ore people rise in revolt. The fault of ie “, rebel 
People everywhere is not that they are too ieac > 

fhey are too ready to submit.

but many people can sit calmly enough while millions 
are r<>bbed and wronged and tortured and degraded, 
generation after generation, and yet grow almost hys- 
erical in their indignation when these wrongs issue in 
'ebellion, and it is the privileged minority who are 
riifide to suffer in their turn! Not a millionth part of 

le indignation was spent 011 the French people for the 
outrages they submitted to for centuries, that was ex- 
e” ‘ie(f 011 the very, very much smaller number that 

î ‘red in the great French Revolution, although, as 
I- lie reminded the world, there was no time in the 
'story of France when the French people suffered less. 

!,Ut the revolution they were the shrieking thousands 
t,’at s"ffered, not the dumb millions. People could watch 

e long dm«-n out agony of the Russian people, with
r«nio ? Mrly shootings and famines, see them killed by 
mfj • at" e diseases, ignorant, drunken and besottedly 
tile n°US) "'ithout being seriously disturbed. But when 
hit], ,°b e rise and a much smaller number of those who 
n'ent n rui°fi Pay the price of centuries of misgovern- 
"ith ’ • T  *kere were and are those who grow hysterical 
has j "nation that a people should dare to do what 

11 'erto been done by these people’s rulers.

ate ", the world learn the lesson that revolutions 
tbe i„ * ky Governments, not by those who are only

instruments of 
the Rother 
only Passing through 

gold,,.. ' countries haveR°verned

their misdeeds. Spain, if the tales 
rmere Press are taken at their face value, 

the phase that other mis-
------ ..... passed through. Danton’s

b<hav' " !°r^s "  Treat people like brutes and they will 
tbe lik.e brutes,”  should be an important part of 
belli "nation of all. It is bad when people rise in re­
peat 1 but t,le one worse thing is when people are 
treat, as H'e Russians were treated, as the French were 
c"in ’ a,"t as the Spaniards were treated, and lack the 
Hot if." *° rev°lt. 'fiiese men and women in .Spain are 
'"'less"''' as l ' leT are flying, fighting to the last breath, 
;i"ibir are animated by wrongs and inspired by the 
even 011 t°  make their country a better land. I.ct us 
Hia,i a."yee that they arc mistaken in their aims, but the 
aiur, "bels himself infinitely_____j  worse than the lowest
ab'li\T ^ 'ose who arc resisting the restoration of mon- 
aumj. an<̂  Church, if lie cannot recognize the spirit that

" ,atcs them.
'j'l

berj. 1 Archbishop of Canterbury says that “  as 111cm- 
\vjtll Christ’s Church, they have profound sympathy 
U-rrn,i C Clmrch in Spain, which is passing through a 
So,,' . ordeal.”  “ Ordeal” ! !  Any open-minded per-
Sp . 'V,H regard what is happening to the Church in 
st, " :is more of a judgment. The Church in Spain 
\V„T  ‘ ill to-d ay, for its own religious intolerance and 
¡I,,.. ’ > for the preservation of the wealthy landowner as 
of " ’st tlie poverty-stricken peasant, for the supremacy 

Wealthy class that gave small consideration for 
" liw 'ity  to' anything that stood in its path, and for a 
A,1(f ary clique that thought only of its own privileges, 

tbe Archbishop of Canterbury talks about an ordeal!

The Archbishop’s positive contribution to the situation 
is to hope that we shall maintain the strictest neutrality. 
We know that neutrality. It was seen in the case of 
Abyssinia, which paved the way for the present situa­
tion, and may land us one day in a large scale war. 
The Archbishop’s neutrality consists in our preventing 
any help being given to the Government of Spain, to 
engage in talks while Germany and Italy are openly 
supplying the rebels with planes and arms, and making 
a number of “ enquiries”  as to what is meant by neutral­
ity. When it is all over, then the Fascist States will 
agree to be neutral. Was ever a British Government 
treated as contemptuously as ours is being treated by 
both Germany and Italy !

We are not quite sure what moral the Roman Catholic 
Universe wishes us to draw from the following, concern­
ing a child’s prayer that her father might go to 
Lourdes :—

An ex-soldier applied to go with the pilgrimage. His 
little girl, aged six and three quarters, was asked to 
pray for his success.

Many people have since remarked how intent she was 
when she lit a candle and prayed.

Five days later the little girl died.
And on the following day the father heard that he had 

been selected to go to Lourdes. Archbishop Hinsley 
chose him.

Does the Universe wish us to conclude that God would 
not have inspired the Archbishop to select the man un­
less the child has asked him ? Or that God got angry 
with the child for bothering him, and so caused its 
death ? Or that it would help the father’s recovery to 
know that his child was dead ? Or does the Universe 
wish to exhibit the number of half-wits that are guided 
by the Universe ? We leave the matter an open question, 
but we do wish the Universe would enlighten us.

Religion—continuing its old horrible intolerance, and 
as many of its solemnities as it can stomach—is also be­
coming ridiculous. At Walsingham, Norfolk, every fan­
atical ritualist, Roman and Anglo-Catholic is invited to 
come and indulge in an orgy of make-believe “  Imitation 
of Jesus Christ ” . . .  in a Gethsemane consisting of 
thousands of the most delightful flowering plants. The 
“  Imitators ”  go many a one better than their Master. 
They genuflect in a Garden of Flowers. They carry a 
cross—decorative but of no weight or inconvenience 
(Christ, by the way, never carried His Cross—least of all 
in a garden). These pilgrims also arrive in Rolls-Royce 
and other expensive cars—quite an improvement on the 
Jesus Plan.

New legends grow around the sacred story of the 
“  Saviour of the W orld”  (German version). This is liow 
“  Our Lord ”  is described by the Rev. Dr. Rosenberg, 
the friend of Hitler : “  Christ was born in Galilee of 
Amorite Nordic parents. He was a stern brave revolu­
tionist who was crucified by the Jews just like we are 
being to-day.”  Our own Christian preachers must not 
complain that this description is utterly unlike the 
gos]>el Christ. Except for some few insignificant funda­
mentalists, there is not a sect of Christians anywhere 
whose picture of Christ in their creeds is not at least as 
remote from the gospel stories as is Dr. Rosenberg’s.

Mr. Leslie Weatherhead seems anxious to justify his 
name as indicating that he is “  weatherwise.”  In the 
British Weekly, he writes, rather mysteriously, of some 
queer power possessed by human beings like himself :—•

I hold that there is a human element of control in the 
matter of the weather. I hold that, in some portions of 
the earth, man is largely responsible for the devastating 
climate.

Mr. Weatherhead promises, in some future article, to 
explain how in his opinion :—

Interplay of energies which result in what we call the 
weather, could pass, to a large extent, into the hands of 
men.
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We look forward with unusual interest to a disclosure 
as to which is the country where man controls the 
“  devastating climate.”  We may yet have rainless 
bank-holidays, and a Summer which is not describable 
as happening “  one Thursday afternoon.”

One of the speakers at the Modern Churchman’s Con­
ference is reported as saying that lie does not believe in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Church Times is 
alarmed at this “  public denial by a priest of a dogmatic 
fact which he affirms to be true whenever he recites the 
creed, which moreover he is expressly commissioned to 
teach, and on which llis own official position depends.”  
Perfectly true, but if the Church Times is going to insist 
on absolute honesty with regard to historic Christian 
teaching, about half the pulpits will be empty. As we 
have so often said, the Church to-day has to put up with 
the best it can get, and so has to be content with men 
who are intellectually well equipped sufficiently to 
understand modern thought, or sufficiently lacking in 
self-respect and honesty to profess a belief in doctrines 
in set terms, and then making them mean something 
they never have meant when they come to preaching.

Still more difficulties face the Church. There is now 
“  a plea for a wiser selection of hymns ”  made by the 
Bishop of Chelmsford, lie  is “  astonished at the very 
narrow choice of hymns to which we now seem to have 
restricted ourselves ” ; and he complains that “  such a 
hymn as, ‘ O God, our help in ages past ’ ”  is worked to 
death to-day. Perhaps he is beginning to find out that 
however much God may have helped Christians in the 
past, this perpetual imploring of God to do his bit for 
them nowadays does not seem to have had much effect.

sla!i!ICf|V(r} worship of Heaven, the worship of the Lamb 
ourselvoc1 • l ,!C / 0UI1(lation of the world; here we hni 
Resurrect;1"  etblehem, on Calvary, in the Garden of the 
on it ° n lkc Mount of the Ascension,”  and so
precion« ‘ °  r iŜ ’ to " ct lost in the exuberance of one’s 
them k  ,, bOS’ty- of us think, all the same,
of beer '" 'C °  a "  world Gf  reality ”  in a good glass

rritersEven very religious people, like the pious wn ^  
our church papers, are beginning to see that all is no  ̂
well as they would like to think with “  ad\anc  ̂ ^Catholicsl,lcy 'volIld like to think witn au.....
the writer "Ar A  pre êr l<) call true believers. One of 
that there V  V ! Wl t0 Says’ “ 11 is unfortunately true 
who arc c , 1 ;'y a sn,a11 l)ut vocal body of Catholics
live “ np,ete,y  out of touch with reality. . . - They 
oping a be'uitiT'l W° —1 °f c°ngregational religion, devel- 
entirelv m ?1>,nt of devotion, but they seem to •#
i «  t ;;"e »-¡'i* « 4 l iv e ' '» 1
the Rev. " n; .tef,Ut’f,nl spirit ” Which revivalists, like 
conie about ? r v ,, Sheppard, are boasting is soon to
is true ciiriIth T .  tlÚS the Christianity? Jf «*> 
ception of it that H merf ly S0,"e particu,ar writer’s com 
be simply explained ? n0t SomcthinP «“ versal which eai

being cxecsishvlr'ISPrrt °U1 cüntcuq>orary John Bull "f 
rather ludieron-; 1 e 'i’101ls’ but it often assumes the
The other day it t°  V Í  U'e Cha,npion of Christendom.
<)f -St. Paul’s 'A  i  t k to task I)r- Matthews, the Dei"1
When he said that"“V ' - V '  PIoomier ” t,ia« Dr. Iaf  
world steadilv ,!e lntluence of Christianity in tlm

i“ ;' ■“ > « «  "»'Hat .1» Ctarct«
Western civilization." acceptablc to the masses of

The Bishop is also against “  making prevailing ig­
norance darker still by singing hymns which teach 
false views,”  and he gives these as illustrations :—

On that happy Easter morning,
All the graves their dead restore;

Eather, sister, child and mother,
Meet once more.

But we believe a day shall come 
When all the dead will rise;

When they who sleep down in the grave,
Will ope again their eyes.

We agree with the Bishop that it would be hard to beat 
suoli examples for sheer unmitigated nonsense.

Moreover, lie recognizes “  that opponents of the 
Christian religion lay hold of these crude and ignorant 
expressions, and charge the Church with appalling doc­
trines of this kind.”  Well, of course, why not? Are 
we not right? Docs not the Bishop agree with us? 
But we might also point out that our attack does not 
depend on the Church’s silly hymns. We attack the 
Church on fundamentals as well. And to that attack, 
the Bishop of Chelmsford seems to have no answer.

John Bull thinks this is “ the most pessimistic a ^  
ancc ever made by a high dignitary of the Churcn, j 
asks, “ Is it true?”  The answer it gives >s -3 
“  Dick ”  Sheppard assures us that the wor t ^  
about to experience a tremendous revival 0 ^  
ligious faith.”  And, of course, that settles it. * fe. 
not seem to rcaliz.c that “ D ick ”  Sheppard is f 11 l̂ie 
pcating what has been said ten thousand times s*ncC_ j5 
war, and is merely hopeless nonsense. Dr. Mattlie _ 
quite right—the Church has nothing to offer ‘ j  
body who thinks, and Christianity is becoming leSS ^  
less acceptable to civilization. And no amount 01 .
posing that he “  confuses ”  Christianity with “  cbl’ ^  
go ing”  will make the Dean wrong. This kind o . 
cuse makes the matter worse, for a Christianity fl(j 
churches, that is, with priests, bishops, cardinals *  ̂
popes, without prayer books and hymn-sing111« ‘ j]B 
mass, etc., would lie almost, if not quite, as dead as 
proverbial doornail.

T h e  “ F re e th in k e r ” C ircu lation  P r iye

r

In ease some of our readers, who hear so much of the 
Thirty-Nine Articles, but never read them, would like 
a sample, here is one : “  Sacraments ordained of Christ 
be not only badges or tokens of Christian men’s profes­
sion, but rather they be certain sure witnesses and 
effectual signs of grace, : and of God’s good will towards 
us, by the which he doth work invisibly in us, and doth 
not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm our 
faith in Him.”  Canon Armitage, M.A., jKiints out that 
“  these sacraments, with their appropriate ritual, are 
not invented by man, they are ordained by Christ him­
self.”  All we van say is, we could scarcely have written 
a funnier Acid Drop than this particular Article, whether 
ordained by Christ or not. It is not merely that it lias 
scarcely any coherent meaning, but what meaning there 
may be is the most utter nonsense.

This is how Canon Armytage describes Holy Com­
munion : “  It is the greatest [sacrament] of them all, as 
its riches are inexhaustible, its spiritual meaning and 
power beyond all telling, its glory and splendour beyond 
all comparison. Here we are transported utterly to the 
heavenly condition, the world of reality; here we share

I t is proposed to celebrate the coming-of-age of 
present editorship by an attempt to create a 
stantial increase in the circulation of this paper- 
plan suggested is : —

(1) Each interested reader is to take an eS j
copy for a period of twelve months, and to use 
copy as a means of interesting a non-subscriber to 
point of taking the Freethinker regularly. .

(2) So soon as tin's new subscriber is secured, 1 
extra copy may he dropped by the present subserm 
Until this is accomplished, lie will regard the eS . 
threepence weekly (for one year) as a fine for 
want of success.

The plan is simple, and it is not costly; but it 
mean a little work, and whether or not it is 
blessed to give than to receive, it is certainly eaS'L 
for most to give than it is to work. But in this ca* 
it is the work alone that will yield permanent bene'‘ 
There are many thousands of potential readers in 1 
country; why not try and secure some of them?
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t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r
F ounded by  G . W . F O O T E

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4
Telephone No. : Central 2412.

TO  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s .

1 Martin. -We shall be pleased to send your newsagent a 
Parcel of Spain and the Church, with Showcards. Let us 
kn°w what he requires. Judging from the past week 
1 'ere is no doubt as to sales,

l'°*. Circulating and Distributing the Freethinker.—Von 
lsher, 4s.; Bayard Simmons, 10s. 6d.

1 °M'v answers to correspondents are held over till next wee 1.

1 he "  Freethinker ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
rcturn. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
' ‘ Ported to this office. „  ,

offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular 
Society Limited, are now at 68 Farringdon Street. London 
yc-4, Telephone: Central 1367.

''ends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
bV marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
“Mention.

0rders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
°f the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.4 

not to the Editor.
Ilen the services of the National Secular Society in con
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com­
plications should be addressed to the Secretary R. H. 
t°setti, giving as long notice as possible 
!? "  Freethinker "  will be forwarded direct from the Pub- 
"siting Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) : — 
One year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.
„ deques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 

T>ic Pioneer Press,”  and crossed “  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Olerkcnwell Branch.’

Sugar Pluma

I L ee
s|,ai|' ['1 Church and Spain, have been sold, and wePhlet

parts of the large edition of Mr. Cohen’s pain-
S|ial, , UHLf Oj/UHf , liven ouo.,
]ar ’ "'thin the next fortnight go to press with anotherWr fvfi: l ■  v n  *  „  
the
Ch
but
hol
'"ain

edition. The pamphlet says nothing concerning 
' which Spain was brought to ruin by the 

'at is not well known to students of history,
t,..,‘ ’^.education of the people in this country is so con- 

"ed In * - -- - - ■ * . . . . .schools, colleges, and by publishers, that the 
pa,,, . ,u'*s are slurred over or suppressed. What the 
thank' Sa^s -should be familiar to everyone. The 
tl'e 1 " e have received for issuing it is evidence that 

lss°n of Spain is neither known nor appreciated.

women who have been redeemed from sinful life by 
means of your Atheistic teaching.”  The debate was 
never held.

It is quite evident that the Christian liar still flourishes 
like the Biblical green bay- tree. We do not believe in 
any meeting between Bnullaiigh and the Rev. Hugh 
Price Hughes, whose own capacity for lying where re­
ligion was concerned was exposed by G. W. Foote. If 
the meeting had occurred we should only say that the 
challenge was silly enough for Hugh Price Hughes to 
make, and contemptible enough for Ilradlaugh to ignore. 
The production of such a stupid tale helps to the under­
standing of why Christianity still lives. And the man 
who could call Bradlaugli a Communist is either a fool 
or liar—perhaps a little of both.

Few public comments could be more worth the making 
than the following from Mr. J. B. Priestley, in this 
week’s Star :—

This is a world in which vast masses of people sud­
denly and quite surprisingly lose their freedom. Last 
week they were citizens, and now this week they are 
slaves. There can be no argument about that. And 
what are the tactics of our modern dictators?

They turn on their press, their wireless, their films, as 
the rest of us turn on our taps. They contrive that their 
miserable subjects shall all be thinking of the same 
thing at the same time. Across the trails that inevit­
ably lead to ruin and war, they draw their gigantic 
gaudy red herrings.

Now, what is good enough for the dictators and their 
victims is emphatically not good enough for us. If this 
is the proper method of treating a slave people, then it 
cannot be the proper method of treating a free people.

And, if it is beginning to work with us, if we are satis­
fied with it, see nothing insulting to our intelligence in 
these antics, then we are no longer a free adult people, 
but halfway towards being robots.

From Natal we received from Mr. W. T. Hawks, who 
is taking up the hunt for new subscribers, a year’s sub­
scription for three new readers. Many thanks for this 
and other letters that have come along. We hope to find 
by the end of the year that the number of new sub­
scribers gained in this way will form a substantial com- 
ing-of-age gift to Mr. Cohen’s 21 year’s editorship.

Mr. G. Whitehead pays a return visit to Birkenhead, 
where lie will address meetings all this week, commenc­
ing' to-day (September 13). The local N..S.S. Branch 
will co-operate at all the meetings. A syllabus of lec­
tures has been arranged for the coming indoor season, 
and full particulars will be available for the saints at­
tending during this week. The opposition in Birken­
head is treacherous, but there are sufficient Freethinkers 
easily to ensure peaceful and successful meetings—if 
they will attend.

Wen, 1 :u’c getting the pamphlet well about London, and 
want to see it as well done in the Provinces.

'Oty
c Want to see it as well done in the Provinces. We 

strpr, pleased to hear from anyone who can undertake 
th

^  be . ____ ___ _________ ________  ____________
^  s"les, or who can induce their newsagents to show 

(k\v b<l1"Phlet, and to hang a showcard in their win- 
0ng : There is no doubt as to the sales that will follow, 
a f(. ‘° " (l°n bookseller took 250 copies, to be followed up 
t||ji 'biys later with an order for another 500. To Free- 
intr'« *  the pamphlet offers an unique opportunity of 

'"hieing our literature into new hands.

\y'' biter appears in the Dublin Evening Mail, from a 
T Tee, of Sutton, Co. Dublin : —

Mr. Bradlaugb, the great Communist and Atheist 
t(Lirer, and one-time M.P., once challenged the Rev. 
{high Price Hughes to a debate on Christianity. Mr.
. highes replied with alacrity: “  Most certainly, 110th-Ulg would give me greater pleasure. But as conven-] 
tloUal debates usually lead to nothing, let us have one 
°" new lines. I will undertake to bring one hundred 1 
lllc"  and women on the platform of St. Janies Hall, and 
jhey shall witness to the saving work of Christ in their 
hves. You can examine them as much as you like. But 

ou your part are to bring one hundred men and

The effort to form a Branch of the N.S.S. at Kingston- 
on-Thauies is being pushed with enthusiasm and vigour. 
The new pamphlet, Spain and the Church, is being sold 
in the street each Saturday evening, and one local en­
thusiast has paid for 100 copies to be distributed free. 
On Sunday evening, September 20, Mr. R. 11. Rosetti 
will address a meeting in the Market Place, at 7.0, and 
all those wishing to help in the formation of the Branch 
are asked to attend and make themselves known to the 
speaker or chairman. It would be a good tiling if those 
Freethinkers who can would make a special effort to be 
present at Mr. Rosetti’s meeting.

We have advised our readers to listen when possible to 
certain of the B.B.C. preachers. They are better “ comic 
turns ”  than most of the comedians. Now we have 
another preacher we heartily commend in the person of 
the Rev. Knsor Walters. We cannot describe him, but 
will only say that regularly and by design his voice is 
an alternation of a sob and a yell. It rises regularly 
from one to the other, without any necessary connexion 
with what he is saying. We shall certainly go to hear 
him preach whenever we get the chance. We promise 
ourselves a good laugh.
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L loyd Morgan (1852-1936)

Br itish  philosophy suffers another loss in the death 
of Prof. C. Lloyd Morgan, who in the weakness of 
his last years took little part in the rough and tumble 
of philosophical controversy, though lie produced a 
remarkable work, The Animal Mind. He will per­
haps best be remembered, however, as the propa­
gator of an emergentist doctrine, and his influence on 
the neo-Vitalist and Holist schools is acknowledged.

Himself influenced by Haeckel, he has been 
placed in the category of “  naturalism ”  (Contem­
porary Thought, Widgery, 1927), but the signific­
ance he attached to purpose and deity removes him 
far from the materialist class. The development of 
Lloyd Morgan’s thought is to be consulted in his 
I-ife, Mind and Spirit, Emergent Evolution, The 
Emergence of Novelty, and Mind at the Crossways. 
He combats “  vital force ”  as no more relevant than 
chemical force; that is, it is not something outside 
the recognized course of events. However, his in­
sistence that it is God who makes emergents emerge 
occasions Prof. McDongall to ask how, then, he can 
profess to reject vitalism. In the emerging of the 
“  new ”  from a set of factors that did not severally 
contain it, Lloyd Morgan sees the hand of Purpose. 
It is not calculable, like a mere resultant, but unpre­
dictable, “  not there till it comes.”  At the atomic 
stage the molecular cannot be predicted, and so at 
each successive stage new rules come into the game, 
showing an inherent constructiveness somewhere.

Actually there are materialists, like Prof. H. S. 
Vennings (The Universe and Life) who agree that 
“ novelties”  are unpredictable, but who nevertheless 
do not postulate a purposive agency arranging or in­
oculating the material, and an excellent materialistic 
account of emergence is a feature of Dr. R. G. Gor­
don’s Personality (1925). Others of the materialistic 
leaning, like T . H. Morgan, J . B. S. Haldane and 
Joseph McCabe, consider that with advances in know­
ledge and in instrumental technique, a fuller study of 
the factors (ingredients) and conditions (relation­
ships will make it possible to predict every emergent.

Lloyd Morgan postulates, avowedly without proof, 
(a) a self-existent physical world of events, matter 
being evolved from some unspecified forerunner, and 
these events, with their correlates, are the basis of 
the pyramid of emergent evolution, reaching at the 
apex the highest forms of mind, (b) The correlation 
of physical with “  psychical ”  events in the cortex, 
the world being “  psychophysical from top to bot­
tom,’ ’ with a correlated psychical system in the atom, 
molecule, crystal, etc. Nature contains two distinct 
and concomitant series, mental and physical, both 
omnipresent. Emergence is not from one to the 
other, but within each series. The novelty is a new 
kind of relatedness, calling for new formulae. The 
passing from a liquid to a solid state is an example of 
“  original novelty.”  (c) A Relating and Directing 
Activity, Logos, whose manifestation is the evolution­
ary process. “  I acknowledge the supreme agency 
of God.”  Asked, however, “  to furnish such demon­
strable and indisputable proof as must straightway 
convince any reasonable person, I cannot do so.”  
Yet “ one must postulate agency other than human 
as a basis for an adequate and sufficient explanation 
of all that happens or leave much unexplained.”

With the latter the materialist, from his own stand­
point, may well agree, while preferring to regard the 
“  other agency ”  as the known natural forces, and 
not as a mysterious, and therefore isolated and un- 
deinonstrable non-natural existence.

Declaring himself unable to define God, Lloyd 
Morgan remarks that he cannot account for his own

c except on the hypothesis that He ex-
armmii fIS, reVersion to a ]onk discredited Cartesian
Da„..tnr ‘ °,es 110t enhance the reputation of its pro- 
vanced ’ .an< irelegates him beneath the many ad- 
accerUed C *V1 ° nnen die present-day, who have 
agine- cr,v ^  ° ne (Prof- Webb) calls Kant’s “ dam- 
science fC1Sm, suck beliefs. Moreover, the
natural r.° 1 CU t.ura  ̂ anthropology exhibits purely 
Gocj xp anatlons ° f  the existence of the lielief m

t h f f S ?  ackn o w led ged  his inability to demonstrate 

proceeds ° n  hlS cHrcctive activity, Lloyd Morgan 
constn, ■ U' < a ^ stem on it. “ Every step in the 
em erln f dVanCe of »«*«« . . . e v e ry  phase of 
activhv » er ,Utl0,n 1S an exPression of God’s creative
all avenr ’ n® 1S. "  The f°tuitain head and source of 
sion of / • ’ ■ anC “  emer£eilt evolution is the expres-
o Z g L i ll; inf  f? uri>ose.”  “ The agent whose act » 

t evolution is nothing less than a person; not‘ the out­a natural person, though, since the latter is - ,. £i,e cm1

come of natural processes, but that in terms
come of emergent evolution. Agency is not the 1

of wn"-

natural process may be explained.”  Thus,
evolution is on the one hand naturalistic 
and through, this is only a cross-section, to

throng11 
be sup-

Í U 1U  l l U U l l g U )  U I 1 J  1 0  Cl C I V / O O  O V C H V / » * )  .  n ,

plemented by a purposive or “  dramatic eXP ,

istic interpretation of naturalistic events

tea cy a purposive or aramain- 
tion,”  this embodying a protest against a na ^

naturalistic events, t 111 ^  
evolution is “ a generalized natural history 0 ^  
]irogress of all events,”  yet we have to ask who ^  
it, and what for, questions which, he contends.  ̂
not for science. Science describes, while the c 
cept of agency dramatizes. ^

With T . H. Huxley the materialist might 
far as to agree that evolution is not an explana 
of the process, but only a statement of its nie f 
and results. But what he is saying is simply that ‘ 
the departmental sciences have described hoW j
process goes on and what it produces, there is s•bat i’

ein-
room for a scientific philosophy to consider w 
its significance, and what is man’s status thd'O'  ̂
But whether Lloyd Morgan’s dramatic exphm*' 
after the manner of Aristotle’s Final Cause, 1111 
apply is surely to be judged after consulting thc '   ̂

l diets of science, and noting whether the character 
I the evolutionary process is such as to suggest ana

dWe
with human purposes. “  My philosophical cree 
writes Lb Morgan, “  is that any event and the W
system of events, may be interpreted in terms 
evolution, and that (they) may be explained as 
cr

of
the

111reative activity of God.”  If, then, all that occU'S, 
foreseen and intended, the problem of evil app*'eS 
full force. The philosophy of Lloyd Morgan, sa- 
B. Russell, leaves us with

a being of infinite power who chooses that chik'1̂
should die of meningitis, and older people of
If, therefore, evolution embodies a Divine 1 ‘ j
these occurrences must also have been planncl • .

- - oil'1have been informed that suffering is sent as a 1
1  tlun

sttd■lification for sin, but I find it difficult to think 
child of four or five years old can sink into . 
black depths of iniquity as to deserve the pi'1" '  y. 
ment that befalls not a few. . . . Fortunately. 
ever, thc evidence of Divine Purpose is non-exisw 
so at least one must infer from the fact that no c'  
deuce is adduced by those who believe in it. j

Id 
tim

are, therefore, spared the necessity for that imp0*1! 
hatred which every brave and humane man W°'
otherwise be called upon to adopt towards 
Almighty Tyrant ”  (Scientific Outlook).

Creative agency, in Lloyd Morgan’s system, cal 
also apply to persons, but in their capacity as agel 
having foreplan and free-will, they are not proud 
of natural evolution. (He disclaims belief in immoH3 
ity, however). There is here the further difficulty 0
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reconciling the freedom of human agenc\ 1 1
omnipresent activity of God, both of which are I»0- ,
lated. ,

Then, after claiming that “ any event an 1
whole system of events ”  is due to the agenc ,
Eod, he tells us that
Egress

such things as evil malice and 
do not come within the Evolver s i  I ^  

What, then, it may be asked, is their meai ^
events they have, we presume, been crea ^ 
divine agent, and are therefore part o 1 mnse 
fixation”  of evolution. Either the Evolver 1 ^
"eeds them, or it does not. I f  it A )CS neec ’ 
Evolver is a brutal being, since m his ° ” 'n - g not
could have taken paths less cruel. creative
**&  them an omnipresent all oi
activity who accounts for “  the w 10 -ntend- 
cvents”  is having some cruel by-play am 1 
'"g to his purpose. , . << t ,i0

What is the answer? LI. Morgan re,1’ar ’ ,, Qne 
not Pose as one who can solve all P '0 1 ^ nrnrising 
cannot remain insensible to the ra ie letns. 
hnplication that his system solves tpat
What renders his admission farcical is 1 been 
the problems he says he cannot solve have 
raised by philosophies similar to lus own.

G. H. T aylor.

E pistolary Pearls 
Prora The Archives of E dessa

. (Concluded from page 571)

°f i '1 the letter under notice says that because
pres S !t;ing occupied with a war in Spain, he is at 
I1roctnt| Unable to avenge the death of Jesus by taking 
but 6e< Hl!’ S against the Jews. This war is unknown. | 
^artli'j" '  D *be Romans had trouble with the | 
Iheij- l,.1S over Armenia; whilst a people named 
t'Vfccn"S' Wbf> inhabited the middle of the isthmus be-' 
Voiv ", . Luxine and the Caspian Seas, were in -) 
the * -111 tbe Quarrel. It is therefore possible that 
I);eri"r’ ter of tlie letter confused the land of these' 
the U'S w*tb Spain in consequence of the fact that 
coin” '1".'? ^ )er'a was common to both countries. O f, 
^  e i iberius could never have made such a m is-' 

b»t a forger in later times might easily have

T̂li
PliedC War ilrus mentioned in the letter is also im- ’ 
Mlii 'U *be subsequent account. Here Aristides (of 

!!<)tlling more is known) acts as an ambassador1
to lbei'ius to Abgar at Edessa. Thence he goes1 

Ifu
after Til 
’l,s hit

cuntha where he finds Claudius, the second
Jerius, and to Artica, where he meets Tiber-

A -'»self, with Cains watching the adjacent parts. 
,)ers)rdiug to this statement the three most important 
bnt°11S ln '■h2 emlJire were at or near the seat of war. 
flj, *be history of these persons excludes the belief j 
vitl lbe «me in question they took part in any war ( 
\v, ei in European or in Asiatic Iberia. Tiberius 
in ^len already installed on the island of Capraea 1 

ie Neapolitan Ray, where he spent the last ten 
‘ s °f  his life in vicious pleasures.33 Claudius, 

W ., w ° f  Tiberius, was born a.d . 10, and being a J 
jj . and sickly man, took no part in public affairs 
t], ' tlie age of fifty, when the army put him upon 
T? throne in place of Caligula, who had succeeded 

1>erius.3*
a ^aius, nicknamed Caligula, was born in a .d . 12, 
^^therefore would be only seventeen at the date of

/I
3t 'l nnales IV., 62, 67. Smith Die. p. 776. .

Slnith, Die. p. 179. • I

the alleged letter from Tiberius to Abgar, and twenty- 
three at the date of the trouble with the Parthians, 
which the letter evidently takes for a war in Spain. 
At twenty-five he came to the throne, after having 
been brought up with the Roman troops in Germany.35 
As regards the two cities, Thicuntha and Artica, no 
places thus named are to be found; whilst the efforts 
to identify them with other cities are very unsatis­
factory, and even if correct do not confirm the state­
ments of the narrative.36

The account next declares that Tiberius, when at 
leisure from the war, ordered the execution of some 
principal Jews in Palestine, much to Abgar’s delight. 
This order, however, is not mentioned by Josephus, 
who certainly would have reported it, had it been 
given.

The Doctrine of Addceus is obviously composed of 
traditional untruths augmented at a later time by 
deliberate falsifications. There seems great proba­
bility that in an earlier form it simply reported the 
conversion of Edessa by the preaching of Thaddseus 
without connecting his advent with any correspond­
ence between Abgar and Christ; and that in its pre­
sent form it embodies an attempt to unite harmoni­
ously the original myth about Thaddseus with the 
subsequent fiction about Abgar and Christ. The ver­
sion of the alleged letter to Tiberius as given in this 
work varies in a remarkable respect from that given 
at a later time by Moses of Chorene. Here we find 
Tiberius saying that the Senate had contemptuously 
rejected his proposal to have Christ enrolled with the 
national deities. Now the story that Tiberius had 
made this proposal and met with this refusal is first 
to be found in the Apology of Tertullian for the 
Christians, a w'ork referable to the beginning of the 
third century.37 Gibbon, in a brief but decisive pass­
age, has exposed the manifold absurdities of this fic­
tion.38 One of Gibbon’s most cogent arguments is that 
a man so tyrannical as Tiberius would never be 
thwarted by a body so servile as the Senate. A  fact 
unnoticed by Gibbon also comes into account, to wit, 
that although, according to the story, Pilate acknow­
ledged his having committed a flagrant and unpar­
donable violation of justice in the case of Christ, he 
was not removed from office or even censured for this 
offence, whilst his actual dismission took place some 
years later for a matter of much less importance.

As Eusebius in his Iicelesiastical History,30 quotes 
the story 011 the authority of Tertullian, more than a 
hundred years after Tertullian had reported it, we 
are left to suppose that the person who compiled 
The Doctrine of Addceus in its present form, either 
had never heard of the story or else did not believe it. 
This also suggests that he may never have seen the 
H .E . of Eusebius, which is even more remarkable 
than that he should not have seen the Apology of 
Tertullian. The probability is that he knew of the 
letters between Abgar and Christ from the same 
source as Eusebius did; that he compiled them with 
The Doctrine of Addceus; and that he forged for this 
compilation the letters between Abgar and Tiberius, 
following herein the practice of many ancient his­
torians who provide their characters with speeches 
or letters suited to respective occasions. The Doc-

35 lb., p. 138.
** Cureton says that Artica may he Ortyka, a mistake for 

Ortygia near Syracuse, and therefore not far from Caprica 
where Tiberius was residing at the time of the alleged occur­
rence. If this is true the writer of the account did indeed 
emit a frightful “  howler.”

37 Apologeticus, c. 5. In c. 21 he says that Pilate reported 
to Tiberius the crucifixion, death, and resurrection of Christ. 
(Opera, Leipzig, 1839).

38 Decline and Fall, c. xvi. Bohn’s Edition. London, 1854. 
Vol. II., p. 133.

30 H.E. ii. 2.
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trine of Addœus, together with four Acts of Martyr­
dom, which I  have previously examined, namely, 
Sharbil, Barsamya, Samonas and Gums and 
Habib, appear to have had the same author, 
a man who expanded traditionary lore with 
fictitious details of his own invention. There 
is no need to suppose that he wrote later 
than the fourth century. The affair of Habib 
occurred in the first quarter of that century. Between 
then and the end there were three periods, in any one 
of which the author might have written—soon after 
the Council of Nice held in A.D. 325; during the re­
pression of Christianity by the Emperor Julian a.d . 
360-363 or when the Athanasians of Edessa were 
suffering persecution under the Arians, supported by 
the Emperor Valens, who reigned from a.d. 364-378. 
If the writings above specified, particularly the 
Martyrs’ Acts, appeared in either of the two periods 
last named the purpose of the writer would be to en­
courage his brethren in steadfastness by reriiinding 
them of the faith and patience which their predeces­
sors had exhibited. Valuable evidence collected by 
Tillemont/0 proves beyond doubt that in the fourth 
century Edessa was a great stronghold of the 
Christians. Ephrætn Syrus, who was a deacon there, 
calls it “  the mother of saints.”  Rufinus terms it 
“  the city of faithful people.”  Sozominus declares 
that at Edessa the study of sacred letters preceded 
the study of secular letters. Theodoret says that 
although it was very large and very populous, the 
piety of its inhabitants caused it to be selected by 
saints, and avoided by Christ’s enemies, one of whom, 
the Emperor Julian, refused to enter it when on his 
march to Persia. As the Christians long before the 
fourth century had distinguished themselves by the 
production of forged writings, it is perfectly clear that 
the archives of a city so devoted to Christianity as 
Edessa was, could easily be made to furnish material 
for spurious works in honour of the Christian Faith. 
Here Fardner’s judgment on the alleged correspond­
ence between Abgar and Christ, and on the account 
of its circumstances as given by Eusebius, is well 
worth quoting:—-

The whole history is a fiction of some Christian 
at Fdessa in the time of Eusebius, or not long be­
fore. The people of Edessa were then, generally, 
Christians, and they valued themselves upon it. 
And they were willing to do themselves the honour 
of an early conversion to the Christian faith. By 
some one, or more of them, united together, this his­
tory was formed, and was so far received by Eusebius 
as to be thought by him not improper to be inserted 
in his Ecclesiastical History. Nor could I omit to 
take some notice of it, as great regard has been 
shown to it by some. But my readers may perceive 
that I bring not in this thing as a testimony of the 
first antiquity; though it may afford good proof of 
the Christianity of the people of Edessa, at the be­
ginning of the fourth century, when Eusebius wrote, 
or before.* 41

C. C i.ayton Do ve .

■i» Mem, ■ ■ ■ Kccles. viii. (Paris, 1713), pp. 281, 282. Theo­
doret the hist of the witnesses died in A.n. 437 or 458.

41 Works. London, 1835, Vol. VI. *596-605.

There is 110 veil for ignorance and incompetence that 
is quite so effective as an assumption of dignity. Kings, 
Ministers of State, officials of all classes will usually 
affect and impress numbers of jieople in proportion as 
they.are what are called “ dignified.”  This is usually 
not the natural dignity of a great character, but that 
which originates in mere forms and ceremonies and 
which dare not permit familiarity lest even dull minds 
perceive the commonplace mind or character that “ dig­
nity ”  shields from criticism.

God as Distributor

rse upon himself when h-
subfecLG i !le STeatest curse upon 1 1 . ^ . .  
the cler/- ."!iISe,f ecclcsia.sticjgni, and instituted
or rritPo aS/  lctaional intervener at all the important 

a 8 a^es life. Tlie inevitable result has
been that the self-constituted representatives

* *  1'ave al, along s e c ^ lZ  
and official f. ‘ J ,lte 111 public affairs, and at public 
death of K in ,r"r  10" S' immediately after the
three maudlin^« ê°rffe  ̂ we had the spectacle of
bishop of r , „ f^ " i>!iants 111 *he persons of the Arch- 

ei -my, Ramsay Macdonald and Sim011------ the
the Home Secretary presentfirst standing , 111 an ante-room-
I»resent K w ’ l ^  ,two ,atter kneeling. When the

l » s C  V s ' V  3 1 •"«  Ar*lec Y»ur M ajesty!”  Thereupon or-the new King was assured that he had by divine <»' 
dinance (communicated by “  Cosmo Cantuar, 
ceased to be Prince of Wales and bad become, by t],e 
Crace of God, King of the British Dominions.

But it is not only that from early times clerics 
have secured precedence to all others; but that they 
rave in the economic aspect secured for themselves 

the fat of life. —oinstThe most common charge aAal ^
Freethinkers is that ■ they are the victims 

materialism.”  It would be very interesting |° 
side by side the Income Tax Returns of the leace . . 
Freethought and the leaders of the great F<-’c e 
tical Corporations. We listen to most pathetic 1 
tarnations of the Fatherhood of the loving ^ llls 
God and eloquent pulpit adjurations to the 
forrn a brotherhood of Alan under such a loving ’ 
But iu the estimation of many, this Almighty ‘ at

His record smells. 1 L 
him too many favour' ’ 

And towards his m111 /

is under grave suspicion, 
fill along had about
courtiers and flatterers. nuu lowaius w,
generally, history attests that he has been extre"' ^  
neglectful. Indeed 110 more clamant case has
keen investigated by the Society for the Prevefl’

1 %vliefi
iblis'1Ê<

Ci)U-

of Cruelty to Children! And, historically 1 ^ ' j
fellowship has been found most firmly esta 
among human beings, God has been found most 1 
spicuous by his absence. But lie has always ^  
found most prominent ill bitter conflicts between • 
tions of bis own family. When the guns beP1' ^  
fire eacli belligerent makes moving appeals to Gcx 
support in testimony of bis approbation of the 
(;f his particular cause.

JedNaturally, once tlie secular authority had com1-' . . . i-/)(>>'
tlie super-authority to clericalism, the latter _ .

to consolidate its material r.osu .every means 11'Thus the medieval monks were found establish^ 
the most fertile parts of the country with ample j 
sources to provide themselves with every imdj1 j 
comfort. This is not to say that every indiv" ‘
monk was greedy and self-considering only. tin’

aii(lcontrary, many of them were teachers of arts, 
sought to enlighten the ignorant, subject al\vays 
tlie proviso that their God must lie recognized ns t 
everlasting ruler and the source of all good. jj 
with the spread of knowledge, independent 
lectual rebels began here and there to* appear, il  ̂j 
students of history know very well what became _ 
them ! Fortunately, the suppression of one

til"'
in-

ref
ol

tlE

tic often meant the appearance of a still greater "  
her of intellectual rebels, who as they increased i"  
fluencc eventually defied their Ecclesiastical “ s"l 
iors.”  Unfortunately, however, the majority
these rebels while cutting themselves off from 
Early Church only had in view the creation of a'!.
other Church still acknowledging an Almighty God'
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''»<1 in their fiery hatred they resorted to methods of 
violence, which destroyed many beautiful buildings 
aild other works which were the fruits of the dili­
gence of the early monks. Misdirected zeal was 
merely evidence of the most bitter animosity against 
former colleagues. Had true wisdom operated in the 
lJse of the majority of the rebels, they would have 
roused the people to throw off the yoke of super­
natural authority wholly and for ever. 'I he admis- 
S10n that there existed an almighty supernatural 
r'jkr of the Universe left the door open to_ any 

'"rch of the future to arrogate to itself the claim to 
sl*ak for that ruler, to interpret his will for mankind, 
a,nl to put in force his decrees as proclaimed by it by 
Whatever means it chose. So that it was very much 
a c»se of “  out of the frying pan into the fire !”

f̂en might forsake the institution, but they did 
""thing to abolish its original creator, who, while 
making hypocritical professions and protestations of 
llls deep love and concern for human beings, time and 
"gain bathed the world in blood and tears.

Helief and trust in such a being have been the 
J'"nhined constituents of man’s continuing curse. I 
guorance and fear are the parents of Faith. It is 

‘ll)t heart of man but the heart of God that is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked ! 

ls only now, in an age of greater enlightenment 
"d man is beginning to see that if he made this 

ti'l'^rnatural monster for his suppression and destruc- 
u>n. lie can also unmake him !

Complacent Christians in comfortable material cir- 
'"Ustances never seem to have any worry about the 

"jTonsibility of their God for the existing unrest and 
‘»stress of the world! He “ doeth all things well.”  

ls chief British medicine-man receives a stipend of 
^S.ooo a year, with two Palaces. His subordinates 

'*'» incomes ranging from £10,000 to £4,000 » year 
»»eh also enjoying a palace in addition. God is 

'•I'enly exhibited as the economic distributor. He 
■ ''"Its one to a position of great wealth; and consigns 

•"»other to the ditch. And yet many human beings can 
v 50 abject in their ignorance that we find quite a 
"»nber of indigent pietists! The lucky ones, how- 

. who attain great wealth are never sure of tlieir 
K>sui°n. Some of them may be in the ditch to- 
,0rr°w. op 110) there is nothing capricious or arlnt- 

#?r-' "bout the execution of the decrees of Ahnightc 
. ''Kl • His purposes are always wise and righteous 
“"together!

, <)f course it must be seen that many poor and 
¡R e le n t  persons profess piety for the material help j 
f',!y luaV extract from the hands of their better-off 
"'tow-believers. But what all indignity to potentially 

, le and dignified men and women! Look at the 
lion izin g and condescending almoners, and then at 
. 'e Cr>nging and submissive alms-receivers! It is only 
, "fiandoned wretch of a human father who, when 
,s »'»Id asks for bread will give it a stone; but lie 
as Plenty of justification for doing so in the ex- 

!"tole of 'the Almighty Father, who appears to be- 
li°Ule more and more deaf to the piteous wails ot 
""inanity as the years pass.

Everything in the garden was going to be lovely 
, ter the New Dispensation! Men, seeing the great 
?Vt of God in the face of Jesus Christ, would show 

reality of the Good Tidings of Great Joy by 
,ha"ging'their own lives of selfishness into selfless- 
,'tSs and self-sacrifice. No one should want the 
. Pessaries of life; and the sordid and squalid would 
,lfc eradicated. Well, what of that prediction? ‘ ‘God 
ls distributor ”  cuts no ice !

I gnotus.

Jesus’s Teachings

Do Christians Keep T hem

Writing  on the subject of the dispute regarding the 
An/.ac Day service at St. Kilda (Victoria, Australia) 
in which some Protestant sects and Jews were in­
volved, Archbishop Head, of Melbourne, said, “  We 
are a Christian nation, and I do not think we should 
be ashamed of the fact.”  A  few days later—April 1 1 ,  
1936—the Melbourne Herald published a leading 
article on Easter, in which it observed : —

What is it that men have always sought; and 
sought, too, before Christ ? It is perhaps a guiding 
creed, a blind quest for “  the good life.”  If that be 
so, is there need to look further than the »Sermon on 
the Mount, the very essence of Christianity as an 
ethical code ?

In the circumstances it may be asked (1) what are 
Jesus’s teachings, and (2) does this or any other 
Christian nation keep them ? The Asiatic Hebrew, 
who would not be admitted to the Commonwealth 
under the Alien Restriction Act, propounded a num­
ber of opinions that might satisfy people living near 
the Dead Sea, but many are totally unsuitable for 
civilized and educated communities. It is interesting 
to review a few of the absurdities uttered by the Beth­
lehem hero—the average Christian does not know 
them.

When Jesus delivered his sermon on the mount, he 
taught, “  Blessed are the meek : for they shall in­
herit the earth.”  Nobody will pretend that the British 
Empire has been extended by meekness. The navy 
and the army are surely not instruments with which 
England displays her humility. The adventurous 
spirits responsible for the expansion of ‘ ‘ the greatest 
empire the world has ever seen ”  have not been 
“  poor in spirit,”  and accordingly the kingdom of 
heaven will not be theirs.

Jesus is also reported to have said, “  Swear not at 
all.”  Is this teaching obeyed in any courts in this 
Christian nation?

He commanded, “  Resist not evil : but whosoever 
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also.”  The British Empire would not have 
reached its present strength if such advice had been 
followed; the British would have been a collection 
of weaklings.

Jesus said, “  And if any man will sue thee at law 
and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.”  
British commercial ramifications would not lie among 
the wonders of the world if business magnates had 
taken serious notice of such a contemptible and ob­
sequious rule.

He advised further, “  Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be seen of them.”  However, 
many a wealthy Christian has made sure of a satisfac­
tory advertisement from his generosity.

The Christian hero also directed, “  Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth.”  Anglican Church 
dignitaries receiving from £1,500 to £15,000 a year 
clearly take no notice of this injunction. Incidentally, 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Anglican Church 
are not distinguished for meekness, and both have 
acquired treasures upon earth worth many millions of 
pounds sterling.

‘ ‘ Behold the fowls of the air,”  said Jesus, in the 
Sermon on the Mount, “  for they sow not, neither do 
they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
they?”  While the birds are being fed millions of 
human beings in this Christian nation and other 
Christian nations, such as the United States of 
America, are on the bread line, if not starving. Those
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unfortunate people are also poorly clad, whereas, 
according to Jesus, God clothes the grass of the 
field.

Jesus taught, “  Take therefore no thought for the 
morrow.”  If a Christian observed that suggestion, 
where would he land himself, particularly in these 
days of tax assessments, and of bakers’ , butchers’ and 
landlords’ bills ? Insurance companies emphasize 
above everything else the importance of thinking of 
the future.

“  Christian ”  England has disregarded many other 
pieces of absurd advice attributed to the Asiatic hero, 
otherwise she would have remained as unimportant as 
Pitcairn is, or Tierra del Fuego.

“  D .”
Melbourne.
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SUNDAY LEC T U BE NOTICES, EtCi
Lecture notices must reach 61 Farrlngdon Street, London, 

E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not »t 
Inserted.

LONDON

OUTDOOR

Bethnal G reen and H ackney B ranch N.S.S. (Victoria 
lark, near the Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. E. T. Bryant.

N orth L ondon B ranch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, HawF 
stead) : 11.30, Mr. L. Ebury. Highbury Corner, 8.0, Mr* ' 
Ebury. South Hill Park, Plampstead, 8.0, Monday, SepteI11 
her 14, Mr. L. Ebury.

S outh L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 6 
A Lecture. Rusheroft Road, Brixton, 8.0, Tuesday, SepteI 
her 15, Mr. H. Preece. Cock Pond, Clapham, 8.0, TnW’ 
September 18, Mr. L. Ebury.

West H am B ranch N.S.S. (Corner of Deanery R0'11'1 
water Lane, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. R. PI. Rosetti.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3-3°- Sutlf aj!’ 
Messrs. Bryant, Wood, E van s, Tuson and Carlton. 
Messrs. Saphin, Bryant, Wood, Evans, Tuson, Lacey a 
Carlton. Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. Wood, Bryant »» 
Juson Thursday, 7.30, Messrs. Saphin and Wood.
7-3°, Mr. A. Leacy and others. Freethinker on sale at KI0S ' 
Should be ordered in advance to avoid disappointment.

S ir ,—Referring to the paragraph on p. 533 of your 
issue of August 30, in which my name is mentioned, 
may I recommend the writer of that paragraph and the 
succeeding ones to study the book entitled Lucretius 
Poet and Philosopher, by Mr. E. Sikes, President of St. 
John’s College, Cambridge? If he does so, he will find 
that his assertion that Lucretius denies the existence of 
the gods “  in every religious sense ”  is mistaken. Mr. 
Sikes shows (p. 109) that Lucretius and his master 
Epicurus held the existence of the gods, that (p. 62) 
Epicurus was eulogized by his biographer Diogenes 
Laertius for his reverence to the gods which was sin­
cere (p. 117) and for his asceticism (which implies re­
nunciation) ; that the Epicurean religion was a kind of 
adoration which has been described by Cyril Baily, 
Master of Balliol, as “  something like communion ”  (p. 
116). But Epicurus also said that the popular religion 
was wrong (p. no). His position says Mr. Sikes, was 
bound to be misunderstood (p. 117), as it has been by 
your paragraphist, and charges of Atheism were brought 
by Plutarch and others, though the system of Epicurus 
forbade strict Atheism (p. 109).

A . G. Car d ew .

[We are not concerned with reading what the President of 
St John’s College says about Lucretius, but only with a 
truthful rendering of his position. Our preference is for 
reading the authors themselves, rather than depending 
upon what other people say about them. What Lucretius 
meant by the gods is quite clear, and a reference to the fifth 
book of his work will show that quite plainly. Given a 
knowledge of the times and the current philosophy and 
Lucretius is a very easy writer to follow. And misrepre­
sentations of people who attacked religious ideas are so 
common with those in high places, and in charge of educa­
tional establishments, that every one who values truth 
should always carefully check what is said.—E d. Free­
thinker.]

Obituary

J oseph  H . E n g lish

We regret to announce the death of Joseph H. English, 
which took place in Newcastle Royal Victoria Infirmary, 
on September 4. More than forty of his seventy years had 
been spent in active association with the Freethought 
movement, and he was one of the most energetic mem­
bers of the Ashington Branch of the N.S.S., which he 
founded in 1931. Many local saints will remember him 
for his kindly and useful guidance in Freethought 
matters. The remains were interred in Ashington Ceme­
tery, and in accordance with his wish a Secular Service 
was conducted.
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S eaham H arbour (Church Street) : 8.0, Saturday, 
ber 12, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

S heffield (Barker’s Pool) : 7.0, Mr. E  
“  Fascism and the Jew s.”  ^

S outh S hields B ranch N.S.S. (Market Place) : Tl»,r' 
September 10, Mr. Brighton.

S u n d e r l a n d  B r a n c h  N.S.S. (Gill Bridge Avenue) ■
Mr. Dalkin.
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IN CHRISTIANITY J

H. CUTNER Í

The author lias here collected a number of 
the most striking facts about the origin of 
Christian institutions, such as Christmas 
Day, the Sabbath, Easter, the Virgin Birth» 
the Cross, etc., and shown, from reliable 
authorities,, that they were all indubitably 
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ing account of Holy Relics, thus exposing one 
of tlie grossest frauds in the history of the 
Christian Church. This little work should be 
on the bookshelves of all “  fighting ”  Free­
thinkers.

Price Sixpence Postage ld<

issued for the Secular Society, Limited, by 
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., E.C.4

Printed and Published by T he P ioneer P ress, (G. W. F oote & Co., L td.), 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4'


