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Views and Opinions

Freethcmght and Society
1 find
qo \ nnich with which I agree in 
i71.,;C U(1‘ng article that I dissent from
for l)0'nts with considerable reluctance. I agree 
AttlV tan.Ce* what be says al>out Fascism
lif.. Ils' 'bis every man who values decencv in public ̂ 1P1104- .

Mr. Lindsay’s 
him on the re-

must protest. Fascism in operation is surelythe vii ~ —  ---------  — - i-----
no LSt tiling that ever crawled the earth. It has
] ‘"etllod that does not appeal to ignorance and 
alii. !* lty’ am' 110 l,ractice save that which tramples 
1‘elp] °n a,u' y°ur>g, the weak, the sick and the 
acqi ,t-SS' N 's the only system with which I am 
s u i t e d  that has deliberately made war upon 
1‘assir *"*"’ an  ̂ wbjch has done this, not in the heat of 
t - T  but as a set policy. It deliberately disowns 
aj j ob less  in public life, and as a set principle aims 
an(i IJ1SHig its people up with the mentality of sheep 
aV(| _ 'e ferocity of wolves. It is the only system that 

aims at perpetual tyranny and perpetual
<v CIan 011 \011 ■ Mr. Lindsay cannot say more of the 
tvliy..T. ’"berent in such a system; and he is correct"ueil ,
faV(> . e says that many ]>eople in this country are 
fe«t. .' ln>f its growth here, because they hate, or pro-
‘av

tst 1 bate, another system which they say may get
' pushed.

c0i(talso agree, and have pointed out the fact in these 
, '“«s, that, all things considered, the Russian ex-
T ^ n t  bas met with a great measure of success. 
CaUsS should not be hidden from English people be- 
(,|ie 1 11 bas been accompanied by many things which 
|)(. . l0l)es will not take place here. But Russia must 
¡t JU(lged from what it is when contrasted with what 
cf> . ‘‘s; and it does not follow that because Russia 
Vio]' saved' only by violent revolution that a 
Ff *in*: revolution is necessary here. A technique of 

fbat fitted Russia is wot bound to fit here. 
i.s ls a lesson that all reformers should master (it 
ar 'le fbat Communists may get from Marx), if they 
tij 0 fbink concretely— that is if they will test their 

in the light of existing facts, and frame their

practice accordingly. As Mr. Lindsay says, one need 
not be a Marxist to see the evils of Fascism. That 
is exactly my position. That is why I agree with so 
many things that Mr. Lindsay has said, but do not 
see that even while agreeing with them they of 
necessity involve adherence to Marxism.

* * *
The Common Front

Mr. Lindsay also appeals to me and asks whether I 
will not take a careful look at “  Dialectics ”  and see 
whether they can fruitfully add some useful weapons 
to mv armoury. I can assure him that I took a very 
careful look at these weapons somewhere about fifty 
years ago, and have been using them ever since. 1 
have found them very useful indeed, and have ex­
plained their use in preceding articles, and in my 
books. I think Mr. Lindsay means that if I did as 
he asks I should at once adopt Marxism and make it 
a plank in the F'reethought platform. It is here that 
we part company. I do not, as I have explained at 
very great length, believe that dialectics necessarily 
leads to Marxism. But even if I did, I should still 
hold that there is a function of F'reethought which 
would yet remain very valuable, and might be used 
with profit in even a Marxist State in criticizing the 
established order. But I believe in a common front, 
and so I shall continue to advocate the permanency 
of the N.S.S. as at present constituted, so that we 
may unite the largest possible number in defence of 
F'reethought and in the attack on religious beliefs. 
That is what I understand by the common front, 
sinking points of difference to unite on points of 
agreement. And I am pleased to have the help of Mr. 
Lindsay in the work, in spite of our disagreement on 
some questions.

But I should not be worthy of the position 1 
occupy, it would be behaving in quite a F'ascistic 
manner, if I used my position to urge in the name 
of the Society, and as a leader of the Freethought 
movement in this country, the adoption of something 
that does not come within the scope of the N.S.S., 
and which, I think, ought not to come within its 
scope. If someone, or some number of people, be­
lieves that Freethought to-day ought to include Com­
munism, there is nothing to prevent their forming an 
organization in which they could work for that end. 
In that case I hope that I should ask for the same fair 
play for them that T ask for myself. But it is not 
my job either to defend- Communism or attack it.

*  *  *

Society and Man
In what has gone before I have indicated the many 

respects in which one may agree with what informed 
Marxists lay down as first principles, without agree­
ing with the conclusions they draw from them; This 
is because they are not first principles of Marxism; 
they are forms of thought, laws of social life, and so 
forth, which are as common to all as are laws of
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psychology or principles of mathematics. If I have 
made that much plain I shall be content, for I be­
lieve that clarity of thought applied to social prob­
lems was never so necessary as it is to-day. And to 
clarity of thought I add evenness of temper, for these 
two things are essential to a balanced judgment. 
When a man begins to foam at the mouth every time 
he comes across a doctrine with which he disagrees, 
he disqualifies liimseif from expressing an opinion.

I may therefore take one last point in which I 
agree with Marx, although it is very much older than 
Marx; it is taken for granted in all sorts of writing, 
and I have been advocating it for the past half-cen­
tury. This is that man as an individual is what he is 
because of his relations to other individuals. In 
Marxian jargon, Society is made up of persons in re­
lation. This is implied in all our social legislation, 
it is present in most essays on sociology, it is in fact 
a common datum with all modern writers on socio­
logy. I would in this matter go as far as one can pos­
sibly go. I would argue that all we have, language, 
letters, inventions, ideals and ideas, are ultimately 
born of social life, of which we are all parts, and that 
we all inherit what the past has achieved, even 
though the share of that heritage may not be equably 
distributed— perhaps cannot be so distributed.

Eet me put the matter in a picturesque manner. A 
little while ago there was launched a vessel, the 
Queen Mary. Who built it ? John Brown and Com­
pany, is the reply. Nonsense ! The building of the 
Queen Mary began when some one found they could 
easily float down a stream by sitting on a log. It 
was advanced when it was found out that by sticking 
a pole in the water the log, by this time hollowed 
out, could be pushed along. Another step was taken 
when someone found out that by stretching some­
thing that resisted wind pressure the boat could be 
moved along without human exertion. Generation 
after generation, men went on their work of building 
the Queen Mary. All the applicable knowledge and 
skill that man has acquired since that first log floated 
down the stream has gone to building the Queen 
Mary. That ship is only a last stage in a very, very 
lengthy process. The boat was not built by John 
Brown and Co. It was built by the race. John 
Brown was a mere accident.

Take another example; who wrote Hamlet? 
Shakespeare? Again, No! Not if we are to in­
clude in the answer the manner in which the play 
came to birth. The writing of Hamlet began when 
man first uttered sounds that could be taken as the 
starting point of an articulate language. And from 
that remote age down to the days of Queen Bess, all 
the improvements of language, the creation of insti­
tutions, beliefs, customs, habits, the skill in the 
various arts, everything that goes to the writing of 
Hamlet— including the marvellous intelligence and 
imagination of Shakespeare— was being fashioned to 
issue in an immortal play. Hamlet is a product of 
racial culture, with Shakespeare as its magnificent 
mouthpiece.

So we might go from one thing to another until we 
had exhausted every product of human society. 
Creation, whether literary or otherwise, whether it 
applies to the products of man’s brain, or hands, or to 
the productions of nature at large, does not mean the 
bringing forth of something from nothing, but the 
refashioning, the recombining, of that which already 
exists. In life, genius consists in taking what the 
past has given us, refashioning it, and presenting it 
to us in a new form. But no man wholly makes that 
which he fashions. It is part of that vast heritage 
the past has bequeathed, a heritage that has been 
accumulating from the most remote ages. This 
heritage is in the nature of an entailed estate; it is

sucrw.?i'USe’ *S a ŝo ours 1° remould and hand on to 
ln  ̂ generations intact and improved by our

stewardship. of all
reasoned 7 ^  thlS recoknition lies at the base 
ing half-lT. 0? 11]’ .rt *s also recognized in a blunder-
takes place 7̂  ’ 1.mperf^ t waF by very much that 
all for society. The social responsibility of
things as 1 ' *7  eac^ ôr a  ̂ recognized in such 

gS 35 laWs for the relief of the poor, for the tre• > —on of
........................ _  ̂ for the treat­

ment of the sick, for education, the existence
death duties, legacy duties, income tax, 

hese are so many blundering recognitions of t 
truth  ̂ that all the wealth of civilized life  ̂
a social product, and that all have the righ 
to a share in that social heritage. I 
how imperfect this recognition is, and how badly 1 
•shows itself in practice. I am only pressing the l»1" 
that it is there, and it is so much of a natural f»c 
that it has been impossible at any time for it to 
cape complete lack of recognition. The predator) 
feelings of man are still active, nationally and i»ter‘ 
nationally, and it is within the rights of any human 
group to say that this predatory capacity of man nul> 
be controlled in the interests of the group as a wh°*i-' 
and that cannot effectively be done unless those fee*' 
mgs are sublimated to the extent of converting n": 
exploitation of man by man into the exploitation 
nature in the interests of mankind forming a £rC:‘ 
human family.

T h e W o rk  o f F re e th o u g h t
/hich 15Now I hope I have made my position—w 

really the position of the N.S.S.— quite clear. 
is no disagreement between myself and Mr. L111 ‘
on the broad question of Freethought, or on the ‘1 
tion of the need for a common front. But he 
lieves that this common front ought to, of must,  ̂
elude a special socio-economic theory. It is here 
we part company, and this not on the ground tha 
economic theory is false— with that I am not L il)r 
cerned— but wholly on the grounds that it is not ^  
business as a Freethought organization, and  ̂
it ought not to be our business. Religious l>ehe 
very active, however weakened it may have be .s 
with regard to its traditional forms of expression- 
I have said many times, the religious outlook afU* 
ligious forms of thought are to be found among ‘ 
who pride themselves on being free from such 1,1 , 
ences. It is not in a generation that one can des 
the influence of factors that have been in opera  ̂
since the dawn of human history; nor is it by ()[ 
revolution of force that one can hope to bring a < 
the complete sanitation of the human mind. “ ^ 
again to repeat myself, religion is never so dangel 
as when it is expressed in non-religious forms.

Neither do I believe that even though relig'011! ,̂, 
form and temper, as well as in deliberate express 
were eliminated Freethought would have d°nC f| 
work. Add to this the abolition of the money P°" 
and we still have to fight in human society the P° jj 
of vested interest and established positions, the 1 i 
of the past on the present, the influence of the L . 
on the living. These are not religious facts, they 
inescapable sociological positions. Until men ‘ (] 
achieved an “  angelic ”  state of perfection the 
for a body of informed, critical, and indepehyr j  
opinion will be there. And as Mr. Lindsay  ̂
me to review my position, so I ask him to review 
and seriously to consider whether the time has c° 
or the emergency has developed, when the sPeC 
task of Freethought may safely be laid aside. ^

Freethinkers are free, as they always have b 
take whatever side they please with regard to ‘ . 
question in which they are interested. They alW
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Rive been s
there

so free; I hope they always will be. And
is not a reform movement during the past 

dred and fifty years that has not been vitalu ^ 
Freethinkers and by Freethought. Fake m 
Freethought out of the social history o 11 1 .
“ K that period and it remains an insoluble 1 ' ’
Submerge Freethought principles m the .>
druggie for political positions and powe ,
«ases to have any influence worth bo henng aboub 
When Marx said that the criticism of rehgl h q{ 
the pre-requisite of all criticism, he stated a 
which sight should never be lost. He A'a -cles 
what I have been trying to describe m niain-
—a mental attitude. Our work is to go 
taining a real Common Front, annc ie s 
sectionalu, t, , ' Partres and theories, a Common Front which
shall hold '

ticular ,

h'eedorn of thought and speech whatever party or

Part' Firmly to principles that should govern ail 
0f f’a . Policies, and insist upon the supreme value

Sena"'1̂ *’ may be br power. So far, the National 
society welcomes all men and women as part 
niinon Front ”  that will secure this freedom, 
to all liberty to pursue, in other directions,

tever path they please*. It will not submit to the 
'/“Position of particular theories that would reduce
Reed.0,11 of thought and speech to a nullity.

C hapm an  C o h en .

The Marvel of Mecca

Aiul'1 ,Profit ' ‘es in barren faith,
1 vacant yearning, tho’ with might ?” —Tennyson.

Ox

“  The star of Mahomet,
Arose and it shall set.”—Sliclley.

fI,Y ;a st a lncre handful of British people know or care 
“on .aF°ut Oriental faiths, yet there are far more 
(_'hri 'dstian inhabitants of the British Empire than 
sacr S,latl' "Fire fact remains that the Koran, the 
nl0st Scripture of the Mohammedans, is one of the 
ber 'Vldely-read books in existence. Moslems num- 
flie p ,lle two hundred and thirty millions, who use 
t||ai) <>ran for public worship, and in schools more 

Christians use their own Bible. The various
°f Protestants of the world number only one

sects

C'hn'1̂  an<f Fifty millions, whilst the Roman Catholic 
Pin-' • 0̂es not encourage undue familiarity with the 
Hie (S' 11 F'FR* among the laity. The ecclesiastics of 
in v / reek Church are in the happy position of cater- 
lifc n Ule pious needs of folks who care far more for 
tlir * lan ôr literature. Moslems are as fanatical as 
ariii are Pf°us- They really regard their Koran as the 

,'a Word of their god, revealed to their prophet, 
Saer'atnrued. So profound is their reverence for the 

volume that they may not even touch it with- 
“eremony,
"s Moslem Bible, revered by over two hundred

“nd
11 . flirty millions, of whom eighty millions are 
tb, objects, is a curious volume, less in size than

v Christian New Testament. If the specious argu- 
by which the divine inspiration of the Christian 

1)1(i e R bolstered up, are worth a pin, this Koran 
j j st be inspired also. There is the same apparent
'“cot
Writ:

°“ 'l>atihility of the illiterate author with the fine

tlie
’Pia

'“K; a lx>rrowed morality and stolen mythology, 
same beauty of language and wealth of Oriental 

m K*y; the same claim to prophecy and the fulfil* 
,;'u °f prophecy.

0 'e outstanding divergence is that there is no claim 
bie part of the prophet to work miracles. Another 
ergence is that Mohammedanism is monotheistic. 

s theology is simplicity itself compared with the 
Ze of Christian creeds and the tangle of the

Trinity. In spite of these differences, however, there 
is a family likeness in the phrasing of the sacred book. 
Take the first Sura from the Koran : —

Glory to God, Master of the Universe, the Merciful, 
tlie Compassionate, Lord of tlie Day of Judgment, we 
adore Thee and implore Thy aid; guide us in the 
right path.

Then, again, “  There is no God, but God, God is 
most Great ”  was a bold message to bring to a nation 
that had gods by the dozen, and sharp swords and 
strong arms to defend them. The morality, too, is 
impressive. Take the faith as laid down in the 
Second Sura : —

Piety does not consist in turning your faces to the 
East or the West. He is pious who believes in God, 
and in the prophets; who, for the love of God, gives 
of his own to his neighbour; to the orphans, to the 
poor, to the traveller, and to those who ask; who 
ransoms the captives, who observes prayer, who 
gives alms, fulfils the engagements lie contracts, who 
is patient in adversity, in hard times, and times of 
violence. These are just and fear the Lord.

The founder of this great religion was a camel- 
driver, Mohammed, in the service of a wealthy 
woman. Handsome, in his way, he captivated his 
mistress to such purpose that he married her. In­
heriting her money, he led a butterfly existence until 
he was nearly fifty. Then he became more serious, 
and eventually told his family and friends that he had 
had a divine revelation. When he emerged with his 
disciples and began to preach in public, he was con­
fronted with the existing religion, which was a vested 
interest. The people of Mecca, the city in which 
Mohammed lived, had a score of gods, and had a 
large black stone in the market-place to which thou­
sands of pilgrims came and paid homage. Moham­
med’s success meant less visitors to that sacred stone, 
and less business to the town, and the new prophet 
had to fly for his life. He fled to Medina, collected 
an armed gang, and, after years of fighting, a compro­
mise was effected between the old and new faiths. 
The people of Mecca agreed to acknowledge Moham­
med’s deity, and he permitted Mecca to be a place of 
pilgrimage under the new religion, which was now 
firmly established.

Compared with the Christian Religion, Islam 
possesses great advantages. The text of the Koran 
was finally settled within a few years of Mohammed’s 
death, and, so far as his own life is concerned, friends 
and enemies are agreed as to the main facts of his 
career. For English readers, the prophet’s life may 
be traced in the stately sentences of Gibbon’s Roman 
Empire, in tlie picturesque phrases of Carlyle’s 
Heroes, and in many other volumes. Mohammed’s 
career is astonishing. A11 ardent propagandist, he 
made only thirteen converts in three years, and these 
among his own acquaintances. Think of i t ! To-day 
a large proportion of the human race mention his 
name with reverence Such forceful propaganda as 
Mohammed’s meant the risk of death or most severe 
persecution. Forced to take the sword in his hand, it 
took him ten years’ hard fighting before he prevailed.

Christian priests have throughout the centuries 
been very envious of their Mohammedan rivals. The 
history of the eight Crusades shows some of the ex­
tent of that jealousy, and also shojvs that Christian 
love is but lip-service and hypocrisy. The Roman 
Pontiffs, the most powerful ecclesiastics in Christen­
dom, pitted the Cross against the Crescent and impu­
dently staked the authenticity of each on the result. 
Had not the defeat of Islam resulted, a predominant 
part of the world might have become Moslem, or, as 
Gibbon declared, Oxford University might to-day be 
expounding the Koran instead of the Christian Bible,
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Mohammedanism was born in the clear light of day, 
and not in the monastic twilight of superstition as was 
Christianity. A  man who could neither read nor 
Write was its founder, and the authenticity of the 
Koran is unquestioned. To examine its history is to 
unlock the secret of many religions. The explanation 
is to be looked for in Mohammed’s own personality. 
Handsome, forceful, sensitive, he had a tendency to 
see visions, and he suffered from fits. .Doubtless, the 
man who had married an old woman for her money, 
was not incapable of charlatanism. . But the religion 
he preached is one of the simplest in the world. 
Wine is strictly forbidden, but Moslems are permitted 
four wives, apart from any additions they care to 
make to their harems.

Islam has a noble and ancient history, but no 
people can live on its past. She has given to the 
world one of its immortal books in The Arabian 
Nights. She has incarnated dreams in architectural 
marble. Her poets produced manuscripts, which 
throughout the ages retain the perfume of scented 
gardens. For a long period she was truly powerful in 
the world, and now she is at the foot of the ladder of 
progress'.

What is the reason for this terrible downfall? The 
answer is simple. She is the victim of stereotyped 
religion. To the Moslem, religion is not an amuse­
ment, or a social decoration, or a social police force. 
It is a passion that inflames his nature, and makes all 
other things trivial. Christianity is open to many 
of these objections, only there is less religion in it. 
It is better only as a mild attack of fever is better I 
than a severe attack of fever. Most Christians have 
the disease at recurring periods, coming on once a 
week. The followers of Mohammed were more fan­
atical than the Prophet, 'file Caliph Omar wished to 
burn all books except the Koran, which lie regarded 
as the beginning and end of wisdom. This self- 
sufficient spirit has destroyed the value of Islamism. 
During the past five centuries the Moslems have done 
little indeed for human advancement. They 
have not made a single contribution to art, literature, 
science, manufacture, or invention. They have not 
produced an engineer, or a chemist, or a biologist, or 
an historian, or a painter, or a musician of the first 
rank. Their doom is said. On that day when supersti­
tions will be transformed into the religion of Human­
ity, both Christianity and Islamism will be as remote 
as when the star of Ormuzd burned out in the unquiet 
skies.

M imnkrmus.

Disturbers of the Peace

“ All reformers are simply disturbers of the pence.”
Jngersoll.

S im p ijs sim u s  has a pleasing explanation to offer for 
most of life’s happenings which challenge his atten­
tion. These explanations have certain factors in 
common. They are easily pro]rounded, rarely requir­
ing more than a dozen words or so; they are just as 
easily accepted if one is not finical as regards defini­
tions of terms. The explanations are pleasing in the 
sense that they are pleasing to Simplissimus; they are 
by no means universally so. He has prejudices with 
which his theories never conflict. His conclusions 
never cause him discomfort; they invariably gratify 
his vanity. Those who attempt by ratiocination to 
lead him away from green pastures and still waters, 
lie does pot care for and he may show his dislike, 
orally, by terming them Highbrows. If they, after 
that discouragement, foolishly persist in being reason­

able, he goes further and terms them Nitwits.  ̂ Being 
always on the side of many, he perpetually enjoys jlie 
comfort of a kindly chorus, one of the most gratify"1? 
sensations lie experiences. Even in the lighter sides" 
his life, prejudice and vanity rule. When he attciu• 
a football match he knows the direction in which "• 
sympathies lie before he has paid his shilling at the 
gate or his five shillings on the Stand. He favours 
t0 the Point of bigotry, a set of individuals d»Wn 
from all parts of the British Isles, who are paid to 
masquerade as the defenders of the honour and fi<_)1- 
of his native town. He feels that the place w "cl 
shelters him is no mean city. As he is of the hes> 
SO is his town of the best, and the legionnaires thj1 
his town has mobilized are also of the best. Sh°u _ 
they lose the day, it is clear that they have been 
lucky, or there has been a tampering with the sea c 
of _ justice. Simplissimus “  senses ”  everythin?’ 
quickly and acutely.

Not only in lowly cot is found Simplissinuis of t,1(- 
Pleasing Theory; he can be located without ®uc 
difficulty in Belgrave Square. And change the na>’K 
to Simplissima, if you will; it is all the same, t" 
example of short and easy generalization that 
uill take by way of example is that one of his 
account for social unrest. He will have none of y°" 
high falutin ideas of cause and effect. Tickle a 
and he laughs; prick him and he bleeds; poison 11,111 
and he dies; wrong him and possibly von reap | 
whirlwind. Such an array of sequiturs may llilU? 
impressed a Shylock but who was Shylock, any110' ' ’ 
I tad lie blue eyes ? Causation has no place in *.*. 
philosophy of Simplissimus. Social unrest, he 
tell you, is brought about by a g ita to r s. Acc°r‘ 
ing to his thesis, all would go along swimming1)’ 11 
the best of all possible worlds if only the inqierfecbF 
washed, liberally-bearded, individuals could he 1>1L 
vented from mounting egg-boxes in public Place!" 
and bellowing like bulls. If that is allowed to h;"1' 
pen, the fat is in the fire indeed. Then S»1*1'!’ 
Brown and Robinson, honest fellows all, who . 
with regularity, are agitated into acquiescence. 
become demoralized and neglect, in due course, t1"', 
razors. Then Simplissimus is disturbed at nig1'1 
visions of the green pastures on which he plays £‘. 
being over-run with thistles and the still waters 11 
which lie fishes becoming one terrible turbulence-

Simplissimus might have indeed fallen to an j 
doctrines of causation— they are so plausible"^ jj. 
fortunately lie has found himself stuffed with • ■ f 
ministering intuitions. The most comforting 0 j,t 
the whole bunch is that the system that had 1>1,,l,j~)|l 
placidity to him is the system approved by ‘e 
l)ieu. Intuitions yielding that degree of co"1  ̂
must not indeed be given up in a hurry. Reas0" ’ ^
its attempt to understand and collate such inttu 
brings itself thereby plainly into contempt, 1,1

tic"'
tl,e
in'

whole of his intellectual life Simplissimus re,lpii;it 
bers only one uncomfortable quarter of an hour. , 
was during the time when he had to go to bc< i 
account of a mild attack of influenza. His prol°' ■ 
inanimation brought about unusual symptoms, p i ­
thing stirred within him. It could perhaps be 1 ‘ if 
nosed as a cerebration, for he discovered l''111  ̂
wondering how it was that le bon dicu had eW1 t 
far forgotten himself as to disfigure the fair f;lCL r 
creation by dropping the bushy-whiskered nialcb'1 
in Hyde Park. In the midst of his distress, hotvc' .  ̂
another first-class intuition came to his salvation- 

sensed ” quite clearly that speculation on -1’1 0 
themes was improper; since then the temptation  ̂
explore any avenue of thought to its terminus ,]t 
never again arisen. He encountered thus the ‘ ^
of a new idea.”  That will not happen again, for ,1C
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ideas can be avoided while yet a long wa> 0 - yn_
simple expedient of seeing them coming, nl® tbat 
easiness sharpening the vision. He 'n(' " s . eK_
they can be put to flight by a few ^ l ^ t i o n ,  fre-1 TuE importune 
‘-rLibcs culminating m a war-cr>. s .... . - <• ...
...... . ll’V

T h e  Greek B i b l e

11.

« « .  culminating Eiaailation, ™Tt T V“ , S w  T c i i r i S « .  U ” ”5
W nt and loud, of »hat «re called slosans, w M *  mined h ™  « J J  rf c ,ra„ h .  It »an, •»<!«?; « “
tl,e cnemy to flight. A handsome select^ ^ere the u ^  christianity was founder .
«n be acquired by reading tl,e ^  ^ ¿ p t  colours |ro;n thi9 Greek translation that 

can find a fine assortineiit ^n papers • >..... -mote the Scriptures.>’ou can find a nne a»» ..—
arranged to match any old intuition. * - , Sim-! u„P1l al>le to hnu om., ------  . , New lv „.„

S Ä  S  t  ”J ,,M,e

lhc A«itator, then, is a man ^  coUr8C tend isted in the original Hebre , anybody knot. —»»».», tn u io w  ■ . . . t

tbe earnest un/.. ...13il le Upon w hich Christianity was iouuU.„ .  It was 
*•” - from this Greek translation that the Gospel writers

old intuition. 1 liese Pal'erS|make Jesus (¡note the Scriptures. As far as I have
from Simplissimus and Sim- been able to find out> „mst, if not all, of the texts
give them the Real Goods. S. from the 0 ld Testament quoted in the New Testa- .... ( ■ 1-,., -Hrpct frt>m the Septuagint, and none

ike  tneir ci»~—

. “ ‘h Agitator, then, is a man who tU^  *°ulrsc tend 
ldeas into peoples’ heads. New ideas . ^  ifc was 
1° disturb tile status quo.

\Tew 10 c as w* —
ta disturb Z l status'quo. Once upon a time A was 
apparently all right to disturb tbe status quo.

-»o/ntps 1 a « trvme

mem *11 ̂  ------
from the Hebrew.This is rather strange; for if tbe Old Testament ex­
isted in the original Hebrew, how is it that the Gospel 
writers do hot seem to know it ? Does anybody know 
anything about it ? ? Has anybody seen anything of 
the Old Testament in “  old”  Hebrew at any time or

at̂ tf We.re reiluirea iwo iu u ^ ..fato .lnoment, up popped jesus. He goi 1 anywhere ?'at agitators, according to the status quoitesj As some readers are aware, I have long maintainedthe Hebrew i '
cl 11̂  *»---

agitators, accoramg ... mites As some readers are awn. . nig 1....—
1 Maintes of that day, richly deserve. Any- tbat Hebrew, that is, the Hebrew in which the Old

J- d,at was a long time ago, and things have -....„„t ;s written, was never
fate tliL
aud the ......... ...
"ay that was a long time ago, ‘uul Gf Jesus, 
changed. We have had two-thousand ‘ natural 
“"d mankind has now arrived, ^ , tab\e Moun- 
"iterference, at the summit of t ie conquer.
Puns. There are now no heig 1 s .¡on is danger- 
">c lesson is plain : Stay put, f° . , wo can
ous. W “ ...... - «

As some ».___
that Hebrew, that is, the Hebrew m ».----
Testament is written, was never a spoken language. 
It was, with its alphabet, a made-up language for 
priestly use, from the languages and dialects with 
which the Jews of the first century were surrounded. 
It was a mystery language, a holy language, the 
language of God, not made for the vulgar. It had no 

-a oronunciation was learnt
PiiiT Crence* at dle summit of the u««.»»-.'j'|l0S', Oiere are now no heights left to conquer. j t was a niysreiy »»...„
0lts L' y°n 's plain : Stay put, for motion is danger- iallgn,ajre 0f God, not made for the vulgar. 11 nu.» ..
Set I, lnay not ^  ;ddc to get higher, but we can vowefS( and ds pronunciation was learnt orally and

°'ver. Facilis descensus Averno. handed down from generation to generation. It was.................................... not till about the sixth century (no one knows ex-
- actlv when) that the te x t of the Old Testam ent was 

- » •_ form by the IMassorites. They
' ---- ’“1 noillts,

vowels, auu »»., ,handed down from generation to genei»,»»».... 
not till about the sixth century (ito one knows ex­
actly when) that the text of tlie Old Testament was 
finally settled in written form by the Massorites. They 
it was who settled the vexed question of vowel points, 
and by surrounding their edition of tile text with very

deas into peoples’ lieaa is, »»» - definite rules and regulations they succeeded in haud-
—ey are our ideas. That is not done by b  down to us in a form which has perhaps hardly

- or propdgandism. Both of these words are aberedThe received way, approved by the best but wbat was the text previously? No one knows
a>is\\— lS , llo5d of young children who cannot {or Certa}n> though it may he freely admitted it was

,rr,„„e minds with the ideas very  djflerent from that we have now. But, wliat-ond ,, runllv knOW is, that it is the

Close who would dwell in the IE 1 , iuen and
f,)r ever speak thusly w ith the tongues

, . , ,  is o{ course, all I definite rules aim 
,1 "fling ideas into peoples hea • > doue by 1 blR it down to us

riRlu A they are our ideas. . Words are altered.
aSilation — Both of  ̂ , t1ip pestj P u t what was 1
suspect.

the best I But what was - -  - -  - be fteely aomm»* *;
10 cannot. {or certain, though ' we have now. But, w *

Clrcles> is to get hold of young the ideas llot very different " ’’ really know is,
answer back, fill tlicir young unuds wu and cver ,M* text was, all we r y e lettcr Hebtew

»Mcl, our iiiatitutioiis ' “ ‘ ,'ovcd B»«- „„»• ' ...........
tlmt tltey will t o *  b S  oi SimliBs- „ .... - «“  "

here is every chance then tha^  ̂ 0̂{ldv. when they | b

eep our institutions ni^ ’ m awrovcd lines. 1 one ongm -v litlen ’!’ tl'tomewhere' bfetween the 
u,pc that they will ^ e < ‘ ' q£ simpli9.l bich alphabet was solved a.d ., nobody

. 1 every chance then that tire we they cenWry b.c . and the hrst
‘ >s will not run out; they wil' |  - - by exactly when. ........have to

nc to years of discretion, fo ^  ̂  ^ pagdnd- ' Now the 1 ...........
aUy «leans, to confounded with _ j*W  ^  ^

We of they -  We of the Slogan are not ^  
,l “Ut disturbing other pool- c- e 

and hurting their feeliugs.

lice then that tlieout; they will he ready, when they first celUnry B.c. »........
discretion, for the Slogan (not, by bnmvs exactly when.he confounded with propagand- atow the real question which Biblical critics have to
Slogan are not so ill-bred as to go face ig> what was tbe text of the Old Testament be-
otlier peoples ideas, giving them fore t]ie squarc ietter Hebrew definitely fixed it?

feelings. I he Agitator lacks ^Vhat was the text of the Old Testament from which
i,f ÎC 1S' isentuagiut was translated?••■ •’'I»* clear that the originalf »!.„

"irlnng ouici peoples ideas, giv-.* -  
" ‘is ,0? luirtin,g their feelings. The Agitator lacks w hat was tbe text (>I Ulc 
a ° f  touch. lliis chap speaks (if lie is b̂e geptuagint was translated?
llaiUel^r? ,'S A Kitator» au A gitator w orthy of the ' here it sjlouid be made clear that the original
learnt o ! le 5 reat Huxley spoke ■ ns much have I tranSjatf0ll (jf tbis term can be used) was of the
be' ’ tllls ’S how T learnt it • ntber books were added later

---~~ or less
l.or, an A gitator wortny u» .... A n u ____ tIlai ... .  __

-»„.in luxley spoke : 1 his much have I lrans]ati()11 (¡f t],is term can he used) w as of the
W  " S ,1S llow 1 learnt l f ' ^  -V<!U, ant\ l  learn Pentateuch only. The other books were added later

(lor not I;ut UIK)U ni>’ shoulders the ic - ^  tbe translation varies in quality as more or less

"  ~ "  ronclUsimiS wh,,c h .J ^ } skilful translators were emplo ',,f the trarislatioiJ 'Alf
■ '•"»Sihility 
««gilt

HO«,not put tqxjn my snoum^».. ... 
arriving at conclusions which von 

yourselves. A  dreadful 
Plow essentially unclean ! 

' ' r--~"-”--luesSi our

d'ly of arriving ai ...........
kll(>a. t(> ' lave tested for yourselves 
Wh ’ ta's Agitator! How essenuan, ... 
h il l  b aUnot he have our straightforwardness, our ^ W hv doesn’t he repeat with

'' T';" -  Out

--------- itraigtitrorw Cll ,

us n 111 0llr Gospel. W hy doesn’t he repeat with
Co,.', dle well-bred: God, Jesus, Our King, Our 
■ 11 1 v ' "  Ties. A ll those for

hlift

and the transiu».»,.. vanca ... , 
skilful translators were employed.

The history of the translation of the Septuagint was
written by Aristeas. He even gives the names of the 
translators, but his ‘ ‘history ”  is based on sheer credu­
lity. It seems that each Hebrew tribe sent six 
divinely-inspired translators to the court of King 
Ptolemy Philadelphus (about 280 n.c.), and that the 
whole Bible was translated in seventy-two days. They 
each made a separate translation, which, when after­
wards compared one with the other, did not differ in a 
single letter. Even Christians, gullible as they 
are, cannot swallow this in its entirety, so 

Tlier. . they prefer to give up Aristeas and his “  fabulous ”
l>„‘*s*tivc proof, in tue ....  history. The principal authority in England on the
^ y \ t1,at V,c qu^tion as t° the age ami g e p rofL.ssor Swete, calls it “  insignificant

Miq.., M1P of the books <»i the New restament was even ‘ . . , , , , ,,<1 air tnf, 1 1 -r -i it 1 * * 41 • and even inlolerable ns a literary work.
<I(,n treated, and if it was then set at rest, this was Jbtlrn: "ot by a deliberate sentence of the judge, but by Now what exactly is tlie value of the Septuagint?
*■ all the evidence on which one side of the con- -•■ —Axt nf it show us what was thehv dies, ‘ A*-»«jU-

l "e wen-».»__
’> Pluth Pudding, School I tes. »... —

Wav and Subterranean Strategy please step this 
a,id li r -- *-1,« n.av that Was.

d Subterranean » ^  'WaS.
ane up for the ^  ß  ^LSTon.

qnca..«-.
e New Testament was even .
then set at rest, this was ‘l ’ L . ,ntence of the judge, but by Now what exactly is the value or u.e ^

rüv lnK all the evidence on which one side of the con- Will an intensive study of it show us wl.at was the 
trsy was supported.—Rev. ür. Giles. text of the Bible about 300 B.C. ? Here is the Greek,

1
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it is obviously a translation, but of what? No Bib­
lical question is so hard to answer, for there is nothing 
by which we can test the Septuagint except the 
Old Testament as we have it— and it represents a text 
as late at least as 600 a.d . or 800 years after the 
Greek translation was made. This is why any scrap 
of manuscript which can be identified, such as the one 
recently discovered in the John Rylands Library at 
Manchester, is hailed as a veritable god-send. Some­
thing claimed as of the second century B.C. is cer­
tainly a wonderful find; even though it is, as in the 
present case, merely fragments of Deuteronomy.

The Septuagint has been violently attacked by 
many very orthodox critics. After the fall of Jerusa­
lem, it was thrown overboard by the Jews who had for 
centuries used it and called it divine. Indeed, it can 
be claimed that the Jews for two centuries before the 
fall of Jerusalem used the Septuagint almost exclu­
sively. If they used a Hebrew Bible, it seems rather 
strange that not a scrap has survived. But after the 
dispersion, they violently attacked the Greek version 
and forbade its use, and even went so far as to boy­
cott more or less, the Greek language and Hellenism 
in general. When their own Hebrew text was finally 
established, it was accepted as God’s Divine Word 
without question both by Jews and Christians. Any 
departure whatever was sin, and as the Greek text 
differed in hundreds of places from the Hebrew, the 
Greek must be wrong. To the Freethinker, any differ­
ences in the actual text are of no importance what­
ever; but to the Biblical critic the discovery of God’s 
actual words is of supreme importance. But 
Hebrew is a sort of fetish to the pious. It is a 
“  sacred ”  language; it can never, therefore, be 
wrong. This partly accounts for the storm a heretic 
like myself causes even among the emancipated, when 
the mere idea that Hebrew never was a spoken 
language is broached. Say anything you like, for 
heaven’s sake, but don’t say that!

Thus, the Septuagint was violently attacked by 
Archbishop Usher. He declared that it was not only 
packed with error, but that the copy we have is a 
spurious copy. (It should be mentioned that the three 
great codices, the Codex Sinaiticus, the Codex Vati­
canas, and the Codex Alexandrians all contain the 
Septuagint). Usher says that the real Septuagint 
was never circulated, but was destroyed with the rest 
of the Alexandrian Uibrary where it was deposited. 
How he knew this is not stated. “ The Septuagint,”  
says Usher, “  continually adds to, takes from, and 
changes the Hebrew text at pleasure. . . . The origi­
nal translation was lost long ago, and what has ever 
since gone by that name is a spurious copy, abounding 
in omissions, additions and alterations of the Hebrew 
text.”  Here we see that Usher has taken as his 
standard the Hebrew, but why? Jesus never used 
the Hebrew, but the text we know as the Septuagint. 
Why is it hardly ever said that it is the Hebrew text 
which is wrong? As a matter of fact, the Church his­
torian Dupin actually does say, “  It is mere supersti­
tion to assert, as some authors do, that the Hebrew 
text which we have at present is not corrupted at any 
place, and that there is no fault nor anything left out 
and that we must indispensably follow it at all times. 
We have every good proof to the contrary.”  And Du­
pin actually claims that in spite of the severe restric­
tions and regulations which the Massorites have im­
posed on those scribes who have to copy the Hebrew 
by hand, the Massoretic text has two names, 
Keri and Ketib, one of which is the text, while the 
other goes to the margin (probably only various read­
ings go into the margin) and thus we have the text of 
the Jews of the East, and that of the Jews of the 
West. So that even the Hebrew text has not always 
its champions.

What was the language of the text from w ^  
Septuagint wras translated? No one knows. fl0t 
therefore, that the Septuagint translators 
understand the Hebrew from which they ra j 
is making the statement that it was Hebrew. g0 
repeat, no one knows. It is mere suppoS11 ̂ >eCause 
that to maintain that the Septuagint is wrong _ ^  
it differs from the Hebrew is mere talk. ^  0f 
knows which is right— a pretty pass for t ie 
God, through which only can we be saved.

H. CuTN|;r '

”
The [Religion of the “ Klu-Klux*^ a

British newspapers give little information a  ̂ prob- 
United States, its politics, and its personali ie- 
ably not one in a hundred thousand readers ° ^  
newspapers could name the Labour Candida c £S a 
Presidency, or his Communist rival. Son1 ^rgli 
“ dramatic”  crime like the kidnapping of the ' cclitor 
baby is reported fully enough. But what Eng ’• 
cares about the long victimization of Mooney 1,1 t),c 
fornian jail, the constant lynching of negroes fe. 
numerous assassinations perpetrated by that l c 
ligious gang called the “  Klu-Klux-Klan” ? ,  ̂ lyfloii

The Klu-Klux-Klan was formed in the anti-e'  
fundamentalist area of Tennessee in 1866. It " ,aS |,e.
ally a branch of the anti-liberationist movemen • a,1(l
gan as a negro-lynching league. It grew in ®ul11 ,ig re­
activity, notwithstanding the Federal G overning 
peated attempts to suppress it. By the year I921 
Leader, Edward Young Clarke, claimed that t e 
bership exceeded 2,500,000 men and women.

In 1922 a systematic exposure of the Klu-K^  yft 
was made by the New York World— now defunc "" .Ik . 
editor was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for his 1
spirited attack, which damaged its immediate - 
but did not k ill the Klu-Klux-Klan. By 1926 the "

acb’allC; si
took

was as powerful as ever, when a Georgia newspap2 
up the exposure the World had begun. The ’ {ed 
paper gave details of the men concerned, and rcC .̂¡tli 
some startling instances of recent interferences
human life.

Since then Klu-Klux-Klan has become the 1 1 ¡¡o 
for fanatical gangsterism. Its bosses, encouraA ^  
doubt by the European examples of imitative > •' 
have lately reappeared under a new name. 1 1 iajii' 
Klux-Klan is now the Black Legion. Although 
taming its underground predilections, it thinks th 
ripe for assuming some political influence. f-,1 pat- 
York Post says, “ It reproduces part of the fann’ ’f^.cfa- 
tern which led to the present German and Italian

111

G°v'ft
It calls for a Dictatorship in America- 

“  dress ”  is neither “  black-shirt,”  nor “  brown”  
but a white night-shirt with head-cover and eyeh . E t<e 

The immediate victims the Black Legion is flgH' .̂,.;': 
negroes, Catholics and Freethinkers. The
Digest reproduces photostat copies of the “ DeclaT 
which all candidates for membership must sign 1

THE ORDER

Ami!

,,r 1
Organized and known as the United TSroTW’M1̂  „pi* 

mkrica. Its membership is composed entirely 0 W
white Protestants. The object of this Order is J , /  
mote, protect, and preserve Protestantism; to ere» ^  
guard the welfare of the Protestant people socially ^ pi' 
as politically. This Order owes no allegiance ^ |ti( 
Foreign or World power except that of god and 
United States of A merica.

DECLARATION OF INTENT
.. ( 1 a1*1To all those concerned may it be known that pi

Protestant by birth, a believer in our GOD THE A'-1' ¡it! 
and a loyal subject of the United STATES OF AM®*1 ĵ et1 
a supporter of its Laws and Constitution. 1 $0°
declare my intent and loyalty to the united brOTII 
and as a member I further declare and pledge my ¡¡ti 
hearted support and loyalty to its Officers and L ¡̂i 
tion. Willingly, I, now, submit to the ORGANS' 
oath. /

Candidate’s Signature.
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It is interesting at least to see that Free >111
debarred from membership of this obnoxious gatto-
the worst of murderers would be disqualified it a
"ith  negro blood or imbued w ith  Catholic princip e

In Detroit thirteen men— said to be mem ers
black Legion— are held on murder charges, s K)\vn
this organization has extended its sphere of ac io
siderably. The Michigan authorities are saul to oe
vcstigatiug a number of murders, floggings a1’1 .
suicides, which are believed to be the work of the
Region. Michigan, says the Digest, is also imes 0< ilnr ■ _

Whether the Black Legion is a far-flung ̂ m p u e ^ th
6.000,000 members hostile to Catholics, J . hoods,
Wearing black robes and » X S  if ordered 
hound together by a blood oath, pie g ultimate purpose 
to do so by their leaders, and with estants q, the
<>f setting up a dictatorship of white 
United States.

The District Attorney of Wayne County ^.^ \'!auth0r- 
nanie has been fraudulently forged to give 1*' 1
>ty ” to the crimes of the Legion, says that ™ c c »
011 black Legion headquarters have netted not on ̂  ^  
anus, daggers, whips, hoods and rob(̂ ’ u niary and 
vealing that the Legion lias a woman s a - 
branches in-fifteen States.” . , ,1,:<• vile

It is by no means a singular phenomenon that thisF r>f -l 1
of "violent'enemies of citizenship call themselves a 

brotherhood.”  We freqi
■ '"d other—Christians who profess to find in terms like

We frequently come across simple—
Br n '-‘ “ »uans
*'c tli tlbo°d,”  the same consoling sweetness that (be- 

Mesrm„° vvar) some people found in “  that blessed word
fore

d God” is promise of eternal universal friendliness.
esopotamia.”  Some people profess that in the “ Father­

e d  of God" •
fatherhood and Brotherhood need defining to be under- 
St0°d. Only the worst of men needs to be assured that a 
!” an is a blood-relation before acting decently towardsmm.

G eorge B edborough .

Acid Drops

i„ ,.1( bankeillour speaking on the new Education Act, 
Pert '0 * i°use of Lords, the other day, made some very 
garj ' 1.cn*; remarks, lie  admitted the Act could not be re- 
so 1 as a settlement. “ There cannot be a settlement 
prj ..llR as one particular form of religious teaching is 
]Cs cged and endowed, and other forms, to a greater or 

" er extcnt, are penalized.”

i.ord bankeillour added

We have the most anomalous position in England. Eor 
sample, the Catechism I learned in my youth would be 

gal in a council school. The Church of England 
atechism would he illegal in a council school. The 

Tl <U*ei Catechism of the Presbyterians would be illegal 
ie Free Church Catechism is not illegal because it 

t” 'er.s more than one denomination, and although those 
■ ' 10 believe in that Catechism have not attempted to get 
' 'might, yet in fact they do get the particular kind of 
' aching that they want in council schools entirely at the 

j’ublic expense. They do these things better in Scot- 
and I cannot help thinking that it is on the Scot­

ch lines that a settlement will ultimately be sought and, 
1 hope, found.

r tin's state of affairs proves indisputably that the 
§ ‘ s°bition lies, not on “  .Scottish lines,”  but in genuine 
j]':: "b'r Education ? W hy not leave all religious teach- 
. “ entirely to those who want it, and are prepared to 

' y for it, in their own time and in their own buildings ?

, . '• J- I,. Hammond, joint author of the valuable, one 
in 1 '*■  abhost say indispensable, series of studies of the 
(.{) llstrial period 1760-1832, writes an interesting letter 

the Manchester Guardian, of August 27, drawing a 
1'T'dlel between the agrarian state of Spain, and that of 

and under the British Government of a hundred
~eai's ago. But he says :—

There is one important difference. In Ireland the best 
friends of the oppressed peasants were the Roman 
Catholic priests. . . .  If the Catholic Church had stood 
by the poor labourers in Spain, as it stood by the poor 
peasants in Ireland, the excesses of those labourers 
would never have taken that form.

Wq are obliged to differ from the inference that many, 
perhaps Mr. Hammond himself, may draw from such a 
passage. The Roman Church in Spain acted on the 
same principle as did the Roman Church in Ireland, and 
as it acted in France, Germany and elsewhere. In Ire­
land the Church was on the side of the peasant who 
wanted the land. In Spain the Church is with General 
Franco, who has openly declared his intention to take 
the land from the peasants and give it to the Church and 
the Royalists. But the Government that was responsible 
for so much wrong in Ireland was a Protestant Govern­
ment, and the Church helped the peasant, not because 
the peasant was treated harshly, but because he was op­
pressed by a Government which was Protestant, and 
with which the Church itself was at enmity. The patri­
otic and the religious question was fused in Ireland by 
the action of the British Government, just as the two 
questions were fused in Spain by tlie Moorish conquest. 
And the power of the priest in both Spain and Ireland 
was strengthened accordingly. The Church brought 
Spain to ruin, and it might easily have done the same in 
Ireland, but for other circumstances that helped to save 
the Irish people.

The following passage from Stanley Lane Poole’s well 
known The Moors in Spain, summing up the conse­
quences of the action of the Church, in securing the ban­
ishment of the Moors, is well worth citing at the present 
moment :—

For centuries Spain had been the centre of civiliza­
tion, the seat of arts and sciences, of learning, and every 
form of refined enlightenment. No other country in 
Europe had so far approached the cultivated dominion 
of the Moors. The brief brilliancy of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and of the empire of Charles V. could found no 
such enduring pre-eminence. The Moors were ban­
ished ; for awhile Christian Spain shone, like the moon, 
with a borrowed light; then came the eclipse, and in 
that darkness Spain has grovelled ever since. The 
true memorial of the Moors is seen in desolate tracts of 
barrenness, where once the Moslem grew luxuriant 
vines and olives and yellow ears of corn; in a stupid 
ignorant population where once wit and learning 
flourished; in the general stagnation and degradation of 
a people which has hopelessly fallen in the scale of the 
nations, and has deserved its humiliation.

No nation ever more richly merited this condemnation 
than did Spain under the Church. And it is to restore 
this Church to power, a Church which up to yesterday 
was playing its old game, that a few of the more dis­
reputable of our papers, such as the Daily Mail, are 
pleading. We have summed up the influence of the 
Church in Spain as having made the country “ a heaven 
for monks and a hell for men.”

Dr. Inge has been poking fun at prayers recently. Of 
course, he did it quite seriously and piously; but when 
he asks whether “  the husband of a loving and prayer­
ful wife is a better life from the point of view of life- 
insurance than a man who has no Christian relative 
anxious for the prolongation of his existence,”  we fancy 
his belief in the divine answer to prayer is about as 
great as our own. And merely copying his statement 
makes an excellent “ Acid Drop.”

However, our pious contemporary, the Daily Express, 
immediately got one of its bright young reporters on the 
telephone to ask a few people, chosen at random, 
whether they agree with Dr. Inge. Thirty per cent did 
n o t; thirty per cent were not sure; while forty per 
cent were quite certain that prayers did alter 
events. The most interesting answer was from a 
Mr. G., an Atheist. He said he did not believe in prayer, 
but he “ envied people who can pray because it seems
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to give them comfort.”  This kind of Atheist always 
pops up iri questions of this kind. He does not believe 
in prayer, but oh, how he wished he d id ; he does not be­
lieve in Jesus, but oh, how he wished he could ; miracles 
were, of course, quite impossible, but oh, how he wished 
for the child-like faith to believe in them. We wonder 
whether Mr. (1. has ever read anything Atheistic. 
Merely to call oneself an Atheist without its philosophy 
behind one is not our idea of Atheism.

How many books have been written, from the Christian 
standpoint, on the problem of Evil, it is perhaps im­
possible to compute; but they keep cropping up regu­
larly. The latest is by Mr. J. ,S. Whale, which he calls, 
The Christian Answer to the Problem of Evil. It was 
broadcasted recently, but whether it convinced anybody 
or not, is by no means clear. We could have given the 
Christian solution to the problem without reading Mr. 
Whale’s book or any of the others. It is simply what 
he maintains, that “  the Cross of Christ provides the 
real solution of the problem of evil.”  There was no 
need for the thousands of books which have been written. 
The Cross of Christ is all that is necessary. As Mr. 
Whale puts it, “  The Cross is not only a scandalous fact 
of history; it is the triumphant act of God. It is not 
only man’s deed of sin, but God’s deed of grace.”  Dear, 
dear, and to think (if this refers to the Crucifixion) that 
the Cross is just as mythical as the Virgin Birth. In 
other words, there is no evidence whatever, worth look­
ing into, that the Crucifixion ever took place. Mr. 
Whale will have to find another solution.

Proving miracles lias also produced hundreds of thou­
sands of books. The latest is The Case for Miracles by 
Mr. C. F. Rogers, M.A. Mr. Rogers— who, by the way, 
imagines himself to be a genuine infidel slayer— must 
have thought all the other books on miracles more or 
less dead failures, for it is claimed that “  he can be re­
lied upon for popular apologetics adapted to the mind of 
the man-in-the-street.”  It is pathetic to see how 
anxiously these writers work to convince the man-in-the- 
street. He seems always to want convincing— which 
really means that miracles can only be believed in if one 
has oceans of Faith, which the average man-iu-tlie-street 
obviously has not. Or else why all these books? Mr. 
Rogers will convince only those who are convinced 
already; and even they often have some teeny weeny 
doubts about the sheer drivel of Christian miracles.

The Church Times has been having, for some weeks 
past, an amusing discussion on Transubstantiation. 
Most of the writers differ violently from each other, not 
only on the meaning of the word, but on the various in­
terpretations culled from the Fathers, from the Re­
formers, from the Councils and Decrees, and from the 
Articles of the Church and Prayer Book. Columns of 
“  argument ”  appear regularly, and we cannot refrain 
from giving a sample of the kind of thing presumably 
sane men write, in discussing such tomfoolery :—

That the ancient Church knew nothing of the doctrine 
of Transubstantiation, and would almost certainly have 
repudiated it as erroneous, is surely evident from the 
fact that the mysterious co-existence in the Blessed 
Sacrament of its two parts—the outward and the inward 
was commonly adduced by the early Fathers as an illu­
stration of the equally mysterious co-existence in Our 
Cord’s Divine Person, of His two Natures—the Human 
and Divine. . . . The true parallel to such a doctrine 
[Transubstantiation] would have seemed to them to be 
not the Catholic doctrine of the incarnation, but the 
Kutychinn heresy.

How the “  early ”  Fathers could have known about the 
.fifth century “  heretic ”  Iiutyches is not apparent;, but 
apart from that, think of people in the twentieth century 
seriously discussing such egregious nonsense!

One of the Roman Catholic papers is publishing a 
“  refresher ” course in the Catechism ; and it dealt, the 
other day, with the question of God having a beginning. 
We are told that “  we must come ultimately to Some 
being which did not begin to be, but which always was,

sp le n d h llv '^ 9 be‘ . And this is God.” This is 
thing than b,r<>'.0n.’ there is no better way to prove any- 
must be °  insist that something must be because it 
that “  Hit, < "! Is Pinched, so to speak, by insisting 
is lota s;m;,/Cr” a . ,lle God is and must be a life which 
the amt .r ’ . a' to£ether at once.’ » This should settle 
positor i),,|!"1U ' ,r a d * 1)1,1 in case it docs not, the ex-
concernin..- f 'o l  ’°  SI,a-”  •' “ remember that any truth 
grasp.”  ,must be difficult for human minds to

‘ G°d never had any beginning.

local G'-S.A.) newspaper announced that a
House ,»„nr:'aU WOU,<1 preach next Sunday on the 
only >• "... I,K)"  a rtx'h ; this service will last one hour
copies the i • CO,nm,ent of the Literary Digest which 
or ages”  ! tKC 1S the S1,nple and sufficient one : “ irocK

... j c*iv the
Peer is Pest say the Brewers. Eat More . A pdiri 

Fishmongers. Also we are told that there is 0 rS 
hike Leather, and that for the outlay of a few c°^|Ult 
we can Cure that Cold, or, if we prefer it, have ^ 
Schoolgirl complexion all over. Sweet arc , . 
of advertisement. And now we find the Great C irl- ^  
Church by God established picking up a wrinkle °r c 
from other sources than the Holy. Bible, which " c  ̂ ^ 
always understood, contains all things necessar 
salvation. In the Western Telegraph, a paper pub 
in the Manchester district, there appears a displa>c( ‘ 
vertisement under the heading Religion and 
which puts up a syllogism with the useful cone u- 
that “  many steady and sincere Church-goers are e 
cessful in business.”  The advertisement ends 1,1. ^  
Capitals with the words go to ch urch . N ow .̂llS ,xt 
started, no one can say where it will end. Their a ^  
week’s catch phrase may perhaps run : T''KI‘‘
THOUGHT FOR THE MORROW.

The Melbourne Rationalist does useful work i" rĈ jca- 
ing matter, every now and again, from Catholic Ptl 
tions, exemplifying credulity. These papers are P* 
with examples of the good that has accrued from se,K ,, 
Postal Orders to “ My Dear Jesus,”  “ Little Fl°'v 
etc., through the intermediate establishment 0 .-c
Roman Church. Recently, however, in the Cat 
Phillipinas there appeared the following notice

n be
Warning! We warn our readers that letters mo ^ 

intercepted by letter pilferers. If you do not H  ̂
answer to your letter by return post, write and as 
Also, keep the number of your postal note or m 
order. Again, fill in your postal order.

“  My Dear Jesus,”  or “  Little Flower,”  it would aPP̂ .ci 
will only bestir themselves when the cash :,r 
safely to hand. Surely there can be few supersti 11 
more abject than this.

The “ Freethinker” Circulation E>rivC

f theIt is proposed to celebrate the coming-of-age 01 ^  
present editorship by an attempt to create a s 
stantial increase in the circulation of this paper- 
plan suggested is :—  a

(1) Each interested reader is to take an eN ..
copy for a period of twelve months, and to use 
copy as a means of interesting a non-subscriber to 
point of taking the Freethinker regularly. . e

(2) So soon as this new subscriber is secured,
extra copy may be dropped by the present subscri” 
Until this is accomplished, he will regard the eX . 
threepence weekly (for one year) as a fine for 
want of success. A s

The plan is simple, and it is not costly; but it a 
mean a little work, and whether or not it is 
blessed to give than to receive, it is certainly e3? .̂ 
for most to give than it is to work. But in this ca' 
it is the work alone that will yield permanent bene1 
There are many thousands of potential readers i°  1 
country; why not try and secure some of them?
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the freethinker
F ounded  by  G. W. FOOTE

We have had printed a  supply of an attractive show­
card, large enough to be distinctive, but not too large 
for exhibition in a shop window. Perhaps friends will 
help us in their distribution among newsagents.

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4 
Telephone No. : Centrai, 2412.

To CORRESPONDENTS.

Dik editor lias to thank the many friends f»' j '1. '  
birthday greetings, and wishes for his "  is tliat as

1 ■ Murray.—You do not get our poult, describing
Psychology deals with the laws defining a letar;an
mental operations, there can no more -* 1 , .
Psychology than there can be an aristocrat c J O  
l here are forms of mentality peculia ,

hut this is also true of writers, artists, an to do
A- H. Edgey.— “ Evolution » has nothing

'vith a process that is “  pushed on ’ >> evolution is
fundamental fact in nature is chang , tll(J .< pe.
merely “ law ”  which describes the directio .
haviour ”  of these changes. _ Dirthdav greetings.

(>- H. Taylor .— Thanks for article and ? S{ causes
V̂e ¿ope you never will get away^Evening Standard re- 
Baron.—The quotation from the - issue dated

'erring to ex-King Alfonso appeared m th ^
J"'y 24, page 1, and runs as follows .

le pvfo»—;-the . ’ ai
Put eXterni'na"°n  once and for all of the Left parties will 
so 1 11 f nt* to " le c'v"  war> and will give Spain the peace 

To . <Jesired by all true Spaniards.”
2S ĝ er'IS*ng and Distributing the Freethinker.-—H. Buck,

Godwin— Thanks for note. Will do as you suggest.

retur^reei^ n^Cr"  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
r.. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

ThePo ied 10 ihis office.
S o c i t eS °K t,le National Secular Society and the Secular 
g e y Limited, arc now at 68 Farringdon Street, London 

Friend" BelePh°ne- Central 1367. 
by S Vdl° scnd us newspapers would enhance the favour 

the passages to which they wish us to call
Orders/0” -

°l tl or} lleralure should be sent to the Business Manager 
aim >e Bionecr Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.4C» z ,h;
"cxi e f ervtces °f the National Secular Society in con 
uiii »** Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 
RostfalUons should be addressed to the Secretary R. H. 

The « r  & vln£ as long notice as possible, 
lisl • ” reelhihker ”  will be forwarded direct from the Pub- 
0„ " nS Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) 

dll z5 l~'i hull year, 7/6; three months, 3/g.
" T, ques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
ci le Pioneer Press/’ and crossed "  Midland Batik, Ltd.,

U c t u nWe 11 Branch-’
F n C n°Hces must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
lusert d̂  ^TŜ °n Bues â̂ ’ or ê

Sugar Plum*
Tl foil,

1 011 to-,
owing from Ingersoll appears to fit the situa-

day

M hen the poor combine it is a 
, , 'n concert it is a “ 1110b.” 
elves it is “ treason.”

“  conspiracy.”  If they 
If they defend them-

We are asking for the help of our friends because we 
wish to utilize the occasion for advertising both the 
Freethinker and the movement. However great the 
sales, it is not a question of profit. There will be a loss, 
but the money will be well lost, and may bring a good 
return in other directions. We have already had some 
results in this direction. Spain and the Church is in 
everybody’s mind, and there is no better or clearer ift- 
stanee of the meaning of Cliurch-rule than Spain sup­
plies.

When we issued our plan for new subscribers for this 
paper— we hope that this is not being forgotten, and 
that tlie new subscriber is still being bunted for by 
those who have not yet been successful— We said that we 
had many other things in view. We still have these 
things in mind, but we must have the help of readers if 
they are to be tried, and above all, if they are to be 
successful. We have no large office staff to do the work, 
biit we want a large staff outside the office, and scattered 
all over the country. Who will help ?

At the present juncture the following letter from a 
Canadian subscriber, will probably be of interest to our 
readers :—

Allow a distant reader to write a few words of thanks 
and appreciation for the excellent work you are doing.

My opinion is that in Canada we are a number of 
years behind the times, as regards Freethought, possibly 
because we have no writers of your calibre and experi­
ence.

Ever since 1930, when I bought my first copy of the 
Freethinker, I have been a constant and satisfied 
reader of this best of all publications. I have all the 
back numbers of the Freethinker bound. Only recently 
I was able to turn back to one of your 1933 numbers 
and get some information that was very useful to me to 
use in the cause of Freethought.

I believe I have been able to advance the cause of 
Freethinking in some small measure here, and now have 
one or two of my friends reading and getting the 
Freethinker regularly.

Keep up the great work; the need is patent, especi­
ally in Canada.

We regret that in our notice of Mr. T. II. Savory’s 
book in last week’s issue, the title and price were given 
incorrectly. The proper title is Mechanistic Biology and 
Animal Behaviour, and the price is 7s. 6d., not 5s. as 
stated.

Manchester saints are asked to note that Mr, G. White­
head will commence a week’s lecturing there from to­
day— September 6— and it is hoped that good support for 
the meetings will be the order. The new pamphlet, 
Spain and the Church, will he on sale, and by acquiring 
a few copies to distribute among intelligent friends, 
really good and useful work can be done for our move­
ment. Whilst all cannot be speakers, there should be 
very few Freethinkers indeed who cannot help in Ibis 
way.

Dr. Hairy Emerson Fosdick pays a tribute to the 
scientific mind which we gladly reproduce from the 
Christian World :—

Qllr
ljsl new pamphlet, Spain ami the Church,  was pub­
l ic  * Est week, and is selling extraordinarily well. 
s|1( .'I*-' want it to sell even better. Fifty thousand 

s°ld within a month if all lend a hand. We 
d()] ,l ’’umber of men selling it on the streets in I.on- 
vi,,; ai"l would like to see this done also in the pro- 
vilu.'*- We shall be glad to bear of anyone in tile pro-
, U’lln mu Acclot He If ic iilcn on Qnlo of a
"fitiibe,
’’’(•lq' the first twenty-four hours. Advcrtisc-
ber sf ° f the pamphlet are also being inserted in a num- 
c0(J '**■  l ’rovincial papers. We expect to reprint in the 

Se °f a week or two,

who can assist us. It is also on sale at 
ler of newsagents, and most of these sold out their

We may begin with a familiar and comparatively 
simple illustration. One of the most admirable factors 
in the goodness of lofilay is the scientific conscience 
about truth. Science is not simply intellectual or in­
ventive. It is a moral matter, a disinterested care about 
facts, a devotion to the truth, the whole truth, and noth­
ing hut the truth. There is in science at its best a cer­
tain rigorous honesty about facts and the statements 
one makes concerning them that constitutes one of the 
noblest elements in the morals of to-day, whereas, in 
general, organized Christianity is far behind science in 
that regard.

Can you imagine groups of scientists standing up to 
make formal confession of their faith in solemn words
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beginning " I believe,” when they do not believe? It is 
unthinkable. The scientific conscience would not toler­
ate that.

That Messrs. Brighton and Clayton are meeting with 
success in their respective campaigns, may be gathered 
from the fact that Christian opposition is beginning to 
take the form of hooliganism in a number of places 
visited. Squads of the faithful are mobilized by their 
moral guides to attend the meetings, and where religion 
is concerned the average Christian is a rank coward. The 
courage of the Christian rises with his numbers in the 
crowd, and the surest way to keep him in check is by 
providing strong support for our platform.

The West Ham Branch N.S.S. reports a very success­
ful outing last Sunday, when a: large party spent an en­
joyable day in the country and forest with perfect 
weather prevailing. The Sunday evening meetings will 
now be renewed at the corner of Deanery Road, Water 
Lane, Stratford, E., where friends of the movement in 
West Ham will be welcomed.

One of our readers on holiday has sent us a copy of the 
inscription cut on the High Rocks at Tunbridge Wells. 
It is worth reproducing :—

Infidel! who, with thy finite wisdom,
Wouldst grasp things Infinite, and dost become 
A scoffer of Gods holiest Mysteries;
Behold this Rock, then tremble and rejoice :
Tremble! for He who form’d the mighty mass,
Could, in His Justice, crush thee where thou art; 
Rejoice!—that still his Mercy spares thee.

J. Phippen.
March 2rst 1831.

We do rejoice, but the cause of our rejoicing is that this 
particular type of Christian mentality is becoming less 
and less common.

Epistolary Pearls 
Prom The Archives of Edessa

(Continued from page 55S)

T he narrative which accompanies the letters 
declares that although Thaddseus was sent to Edessa 
to heal Abgar and to teach the Gospel in fulfilment 
of Christ’s promise, yet Thaddaeus, upon his arrival 
in the city, instead of announcing his mission unto 
the King, took up his abode with a private person,! 
and did not approach the King before his fame as a 
wonder-worker had induced the King to have him 
presented at court. This suggests the possibility 
that Christ’s promise to Abgar, and the letters con­
cerning it, are comparatively late inventions added 
to, and intermingled with, an old tradition that 
Christianity was brought to Edessa by Thaddaeus, a 
man variously specified as one of “  the twelve,”  and 
one of “ the seventy,”  whom Jesus is said to have 
chosen as his messengers.

T he D octrine  of A diveus

It is possible that the person who wrote this work 
began with the Eusebian Account, or with the origi­
nal thereof, and completed his narrative from other 
sources. But, alternatively, he may have had before 
him a document which gave a different report of how 
the gospel came to reach Edessa by the preaching of 
Addseus; and lie may have altered the statements of 
this document in order to make them agree with the 
subsequently related story of the correspondence be­
tween Abgar and Christ. Certainly, if Eusebius had 
got his information upon the matter out of such a 
pretentious performance as the treatise in question, 
lie would have been' very likely both to mention its 
title, and to draw more fully from its contents.' The

September 6, 19?^

parrim»-0 n dt 1,le point where the two documents Me
adjustment''jf t” '  ’ SUff? efts 311 unskilful attempt at 
Manv -ii u een primitive and posterior elements.
Many absurdities occur th? ^

the A postles^ ! that, AddsEUS read The AclS. °! 
o f Kim r a l 1C peop e Odessa jn the life-time
Patriarch tv . °  in fact survived him. But the 
the Z T  ™ ysms, cited by Asseman, declares that 

'.-.ai leigned thirty-seven vears anti 0I,e
followed bymonth,-1 whilst Moses of Chorene,

feamuel of Anita, asserts that his reign
Ran two years before the birth of Christ.
Hence the hook called A cts  could not have

ecu lead during his time, since it recou-
matters of a later period, besides which there
is evidence that it did not appear earlier than
the second century. We are also told that Add®118
ind his converts studied “  the Old Testam ent and

*-*- • ■* i- r̂Jdefltly

be-

the New of the Ditornon.”  This last ev
means the Diatessaron, a harmony of the Foil

Gos­

pels which was compiled about the m iddle p- 
second century by the Assyrian Tatian, a cPscl|^  ^

of the 
diseip1

Justin Martyr, and which was used in the 
Edessa up to the fourth century, whilst soffle  ̂ ^

copiesyears later Theodoret, Bishop of Cyrrhus, a city
than ninety miles from Edessa, removed 200

of rela'
state-found in his diocese.23 Another indication

lively late date is furnished by the follow ing _
ment in the address of Addseus to the Edessellb

the
Let no man of you doubt in bis heart ho" 

promise of [Christ’s] blessing which he sent 0 
will be established with you— Blessed are - C(̂ vCil 
have believed in me, the city in which ye j  
shall be blessed and the enemy shall not P 
against it forever.24 *

This remarkable assurance does not occur111  ̂
Eusebian version of Christ’s letter to Al>S:U ■ 
reference to it was supposd to exist in the Test3’ 
of Ephraem Syrus, a celebrated deacon of Edessa  ̂  ̂
died in a .d . 378 or 379, at an advanced age> n 
Asserman,26 27 and other scholars assert that the ", u 
reference is spurious, being absent from the 01 
text, and first occurring in the Greek translation- 
famous historian, Procopius, a native of l ’a>eb jj 
who flourished at Constantinople during the hist  ̂  ̂
of the sixth century, declares that the earliest reC ^  
of Christ’s letter to Abgar did not contain the l,1°1jilj)i 
in question; hut that the Edessenes exhibited cel ‘ 0f 
copies containing it, and placed them on the 
their city as a safeguard.27 These remarks of f r< 
pins are mentioned by his younger contend’0 ‘ .jj, 
Evagrius, a Syrian advocate, who, after agreeing „ 
him about the absence of the promise from the 4 
inal letter, adds that, nevertheless, it was belie1'4'1 
the Faithful to have been verified by events!' ))(1

Had it not been for the testimony of Proeopll1b ‘ j 
Evagrius, I should have been inclined to thinl y.

- 1 p. 420.
22 Cureton, Samuel was an Armenian

siM
jut"

grapher of the twelfth century. His work, translate4 t 
Latin by Johannes Zohratus, an Armenian, and AUP at 
Maius, an Italian—both scholars of eminence— appeafC 
Milan in 1818.

22 Fabricius, Il.T. c. 20, cited by Cureton.
24 Cureton, p. 10. _ ¡̂i-
35 Tillemont, Alcmolrcs Pour Servlr a i.a Historic I7-1 p,

astique Pcs Six Premier Sieclcs. Paris, 1713, Vol. VH " 
7-14-

26 p. 262.
27 Procop. Pel. Pcrs. II., 12. cfli-
25 Hist. Ecclcs., IV., 27. The belief in this protective

cacy became widely spread, reaching even our own coU 
Imr in a Service Book dating from Saxon times, 4 ’’ 4
alleged Epistle, in the Latin version of Rufinus, fol °"a,,iC 
once the Paternoster and the Apostle’s Creed, whilst a ^  
at the end sets forth its manifold defensiveness f°r
one who goes about with a copy of it. Cureton (p. HiT'
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the promise of inexpugnability to Edessa °ccur'l, . . 
the original document set forth as a letter lom 
to Abgar, and to suspect that Eusebius suppress6 
part because of his having read in Dio Cassius, 
probably in other authors, how completely Cusius 
Quietus destroyed Edessa less than one hundred ye, . 
after the time when Christ, in his alleged et er ^
Kar, was found giving Edessa a written Jpe'earliest 
everlasting security against all invaders. ‘ ,•
writer to mention the promise, is, as far as 
cover, Darius Comes, who in an epistle to • 
tine says that Christ, “  Dens,” as he cal UJ him. had 
“ by letter transmitted not only health to t ie  11 
ant, but also security to the King. He 01c eiec , 
over, that the city should be always and forever - 
nmne from enemies.”  In the Pans Edition of e g 
t'ne, published by the Benedictines, the Epistle 
Harius Cornes is numbered 230, and re eirei
year 429.

The alleged reply of Tiberius to Abgar contains a 
*onarkable untruth. Thepe we find Tiberius saying 
that because Pilate had unjustly condemned Jesus to 
(leath, he had recalled Pilate, and appointed another 
governor in Pilate’s place, whereas the conversion of 
Abgar is referred by the Eusebian Account to A.D. 29, 
whilst, according to Josephus, Pilate, after governing 
Judaea [and
Ro Samaria] for ten years, w as sent to

mie by Vitellius, his superior, to answer the cliaige 
°f having too drastically suppressed a disturbance of 
the Satnarians, but did not arrive in Rome before the 
death of Tiberius,25 which, as we know from other 
sources, occurred on March 16, a .d . 37-3° Besides 
t'le above, obviously false statement, the same docu- 
nicnt contains a suspectable reference. This is in the 
Assertion that “  the governor Pilate ”  had reported 
the case of Jesus to ‘ ‘the proconsul Aulbinus.”

As Pilate was procurator of Judsea and Samaria, his 
superior would be the legatus of Syria. It is strange 
that Tiberius docs not give those officials their propel 
titles. Aulbinus is not a Roman name, but it may be 
311 Oriental rendering of Albums. A  Roman family 
bearing the name was very distinguished in the Repub- 
hcan period, and a few persons who bore it gained 
celebrity in the Imperial period. Still theie is no 
b'ace of any Alibnus who governed Syria under 
1 iberius. The book refers the events in question to a 
>ear which equates with A.D. 29 of our era. Now it 
appears from Tacitus as if iElius Lamia and Flaccus 
J ‘unponius were the men who governed Syria during

Describing whatJ *  inclusive period of a .d . 29-33-
Pcned under the consuls S. Gallia and L. Sulla 

v lose time was a .d . 33), Tacitus says that at the end 
ibeir year, yElius Lamia, “ who at length dis- 

I arRed from the semblance of governing Syria, had 
ecu made prefect of the city [Rome]”  departed this 
c; and a few lines below lie mentions the death of 
nccus Pomponius, propraetor of Syria.31 

j 'ffiiith states that HJlius Lamia became prefect of 
mine in a .d . 32, and died in the following year.33 
be word tandem (here rendered “ at length ” ) im- 

1 les that Lamia had long held the post in question, 
[nunely, the governorship of Syria, but the term 
>niasine (here rendered “  semblance ” ) seems to im- 
l‘iy that for a while at any rate he did not personally 
exercise the function. Flaccus Pomponius, whose 
c eath appears to have followed Lamia’s closely, was 
Probably Lamia’s deputy and successor in the Syrian 
office.

C. C i.ayton  D o v e .

(To be concluded)

29 Ant. XVIII. 4, sec. i, 2.
30 Liebenham’s Fasti, p. 104.
31 Annales, VI. 27 (Leipzig,
32 Die. Class. Biog., p. 364-

1882).

Sorcery in Savage Society

In recent decades the study of the savage mind has 
been approached from an angle frequently disregarded 
by earlier inquirers. The difficulties encountered by 
the sophisticated European when attempting to> probe 
the problems of primitive psychology have been 
stressed, and perhaps overstressed, by some contemp­
orary observers. Among the more prominent repre­
sentatives of this school stands the French anthropo- 
legist, M. Lucien Lévy-Bruhl, whose volumes on 
Primitive Mentality, and The “ Soul ”  of the Primitive 
have occasioned considerable controversy. In a later 
work, Primitives and the Supernatural (Allen and Un­
win, 1936), he has reinforced his conclusions respect­
ing primitive customs and beliefs, and remains firmly 
convinced that dread of the inscrutable and uncanny 
forms the foundation of all the weird rites and cere­
monies inseparable from savage life from birth to 
death, while also colouring native concepts of the 
spirit realm.

Yet, although fear of the unseen influences is ever 
present, the normal native derives considerable enjoy­
ment from life. Among other instances, the evidence 
of Mills concerning the Nagas of North Eastern India 
is cited. The religion of the Ao Nagas “ is a system 
of ceremonies. A  man will not prosper if he omit the 
sacrifices due to the deities around him who, unap­
peased, are ever ready to blight his crops and bring 
illness upon him and his. This does not mean that he 
is a devil-ridden, terrified wretch. Far from it. . . . 
The presence around him of potentially malignant 
spirits no more weighs upon his mind than does the 
prospect of the wrath to come drive to moody despond­
ency the average Christian. He cheerfully performs 
the necessary sacrifices and hopes for. the best.”

The long, almost universal, dread of wizardry which 
is still by no means extinct in rustic circles throughout 
Europe and America, seems remarkable to the modern 
mind. Its record within Christendom itself inspires 
horror and disgust. Yet this baneful superstition still 
prevails among countless millions of the lowlier cul­
tures who are firmly persuaded that when every con­
ceivable precaution has been taken to placate the 
spirits, they persecute and punish the people. The 
harvest is ruined for lack of rain or devastated by 
storm and deluge; famine stalks the land, while the 
apparently hale and hearty are seized by the hand of 
death.

The European Rationalist regards such calamities 
as purely natural, but Lévy-Bruhl contends that 
even the most simple scientific reasoning carries little, 
if any, weight with the uncivilized whenever anything 
unusual occurs. Still, he allows that the savage “  is 
not entirely unaware of the actual connexions be­
tween phenomena; on the contrary, he has noted some 
of them very carefully, and also successfully. lie  
knows very well how to turn them to account in his 
‘ technique ’ of hunting, fishing, agriculture, manu­
factures, art, etc. But such knowledge as this main­
tains its exclusively practical character. Although he 
profits by it, he never seems to reflect upon it. He 
does not realize that if he were to pursue such know­
ledge further, it would contribute to an understanding 
of things and events, and would give him more con- 
tiol over them. . . . When therefore he experiences 
failure or misfortune he does not stop there. He asks 
himself what evil influence is being exerted upon him, 
and why this should be. The cause that is of sup­
reme interest to him lies outside the shackles of cir­
cumstance.”

T h e savage is thus pictured as view ing every mis­
hap as foreshadowing others in store, and this attitude 
is held to explain the faith in w itchcraft so widespread
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in savage life. Illness and death are rarely regarded 
as natural events, and their baleful character is attri­
buted either to the malevolence of ancestral spirits or 
the machinations of sorcery. If the ghosts are guilty 
there is no remedy, but if death or disaster is due to 
witchcraft, the living malefactor may be properly 
punished.

The Zulus admit some natural maladies, but most 
are regarded as the inflictions of enraged ancestors, 
or are caused by living practitioners of black magic. 
When in doubt concerning the cause of misfortune, 
the savage usually resorts to divination, save when 
he strongly suspects a sorcerer. Whenever their cattle 
are smitten with the plagile the natives of Pondoland 
at once assume the guilt of some evilly-disposed 
neighbour. In fact, every misfortune is assigned to 
black magic, and it appears that the Kaffir’s certainty 
of sorcery and witchcraft is so ingrained that medical 
remedies are with him almost unknown.

With the Bantus it is just the same. Drought, the 
barrenness of women, infertile flocks and herds, in­
deed, every untoward event is attributed to sorcery. 
Basutos and other African savages share this supersti­
tion. Much as witches were long hunted down in 
Christian Europe, so the sorcerers of the Dark Conti­
nent are smelt out and put to death. In order to prove 
the guilt or innocence of those accused of evil arts, 
trial by means of the poison ordeal takes place. Tal­
bot even estimates that “ from thirty to forty per cent 
of the population perish on such an occasion the mor­
tality depending on the amount of witchcraft in the 
place. All the witches then die or leave the town as 
dangerous; the hoot of the owl is no longer heard, and 
the country has peace from sorcery for three or four 
years.”  Such appalling mortality is doubtless un- 
UsUal, but the testimony of several other careful ob­
servers confirms its practical truth.

Some backward peoples, however, have learnt to as­
cribe death and disease to natural causes. Still even 
with these, in times of trouble they display an irresist­
ible desire to return to their earlier eerie beliefs with 
the restoration of ordeals and enchantments to van­
quish the sinister influences they dread. While a state 
of panic prevails, any member of a savage com­
munity, however highly placed, may fall under sus­
picion. When a Papuan’s plantation has been devas­
tated by rodents or wild pigs it is assumed that some 
envious tribesman has Urged these animals on their 
evil mission. If a Kaffir rainmaker’s enchantments 
are of no avail and the parched vegetation continues 
to wither, his failure to produce rain is caused by the 
arts of baneful spellbinders, and when these are dis­
covered their doom is sealed.

Accidental fires, or any other unusual occurrences 
are invariably placed to the account of witches, and 
anyone whose conduct departs from the normal is 
viewed with aversion. Also, those who display in­
difference to religious rites or ceremonies soon become 
marked men. Such remissness as this enrages the 
spirits who are never mocked with impunity. The 
native Gallio or sceptic, Colonel Maclean noted, “ will 
be avoided by his friends and neighbours as a sus­
picious character, who must be trusting to the arts 
and powers of witchcraft, or he would never be guilty 
of such a heinous crime.”  Moreover, should any cal­
amity occur, a man such as this would be denounced 
by the native medicine official, and then seized and 
slain as a sorcerer.

Those tribesmen who are credited with the posses­
sion of the evil eye are regarded with intense fear. 
Even among ourselves few like being stared at, while 
with many savage stocks the direct or fixed look is 
highly suggestive of danger. The baneful influence 
of the evil eye is akin to bewitchment, and its posses­
sor is most potent for ill when in an angry mood.

d iffic ito r ' ' eVCry Precaution is taken to preclude
abortive it k T l- Sh°Uld such safeguards prove 

’ taken f(>r granted that the sufferer liastherefore
been bewitched. The Bergdama natives -

W7 aU,S bwly with the right hand, vv
or wet tli U1U sal'va’ f°r to spit upon anybody
health hnt" Ul1 ' sallva is not only excellent for the 

> ' 1 is also a sign of peace and good-will-”• -..n ti
But when an enemy is suspected a messenger is •sent to

damped with 1her hut, and returns with a rag «.iu***e—  ,jie
spittle of this person which may, perhaps, remove 
curse laid upon the bewitched mother.

j Ï Ï " aft ‘,lso delays death, and when the death

devices rf l>!<> ° " Ked’ tlns is attributed to the devilish 
levices of someone with whom the dying savage is at

variance. If this evil-doer can be discovered,
brought into the presence of the dying man. ^
smears his hand with spittle and passes it over
lingerer’s chest or back. But to ensure a Pt:lCC.̂ _
death the visitor’s urine when sprinkled over the
valid is still more efficacious. These, with m- ^
other instances of a kindred character, at least s s
gest that serious injury may be caused by t •

otherafflicted by the possession of the evil eye or
andOccult influence in Utter unawareness of the pam 

misery they produced. Indeed, Levy-Bruhl c01' 
eludes that : “ This evil influence is sometimes ffi 
unknown to the person from whom it em anates, 
possibly, if he knew the ill he is bringing to those w 
are dear to him, he would be in despair.”

The widows of Bushmen rarely remarried and wê  
popularly regarded as being in some degree mil 
cated in their husbands’ deaths. Among the K aal j 
charges against near relatives of the ailing or deceas 
of complicity in crime are of common occurred ■ 
This applies to black Africa as a whole, while sin1' a 
practices are reported from South America and el 
where. Speaking from personal knowledge of _ 
Safwa, Madame Kootz-Kretschmer records mal'- 
charges of witchcraft urged by members of 1 
deceased’s family against each other. In one insta11 
a married pair lost their firstborn child and a seco” 
soon died. The parents anxiously sought to asCC' 
tain the reason of this. One child had apparent > 
been deprived of its scrotum, and the outrage was Un 
puted to evil influences. As no sorcerer could be 
covered, the parents began to suspect each othei <’ 
crimes unknowingly committed. So to put the matte 
to the proof, each parent decided to undergo1 tllL 
poison ordeal, but as both vomited the deadly draUght

previously' swallowed, their innocence was clearly 
I and convincingly established. Commenting on th's 
' case, Eevy-Bruhl suggests that : “  These unhapl,v 
‘ parents, then, do not think that the idea that they 
1 themselves have caused the death of their child at a'
I strange, and they feel that they must ascertain its

Ittruth or falsity at the risk of their own lives.’ 
thus ceases to appear surprising that when any fe' 
markable happening is related to death, a wife may 
suspect her son or daughter, or these their mother o’ 
near kin, as the deliberate or entirely unwittinff 
agents or accessories of evil.

T. F. Palmer-

Jesus had no mole idea than his countrymen of a 
rational medical science; lie believed, like every one else, 
that healing was to lie effected by religious practices. 

I and such a belief was perfectly consistent. From the 
( moment that disease was regarded as the punishment (,f 

sin, or as the act of a demon, and by' no means as the 
1 result of physical causes, the best physician was the 
1 holy man who had power in the supernatural world.
I Ërnest Renan■
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Things Worth Knowing

E ll.

S ai,rm and it s  W itch es

The aindent belief in witchcraft, though 1K'' ̂  1
tinct, passed through a sort of renaissance m ,
'igious excitements of the sixteenth century. - • ‘ •
as 1548 newborn Protestant zeal against slll,e 
l«gan to attack all kinds of sorcery; and tliere. '  }  
position also to various popular superstitions 1 ,
°!ic countries. The charms by which women • 
t° mitigate the sorrows of childbearing ^ eie »
subjects of ecclesiastical censure in t ie irs -
Elizabeth’s reign. The tendency of this was o * 
a witch of every midwife and wise woman w 
couraged her patients by little quackeries. 1 . 

a supposed witch by balancing Ter w' m-iei 
the balance against the huge Church Bible 

b°Und in heavy boards with metal clasp >
’>X tying her thumbs and her toes together
crosswise to see whether she wouh ° ‘ ,
Put into tlie water, attracted a concourse o P P  > 
a"d spread abroad the horrible superstition, 
miiig witches ”  became a favourite anuisemen 
hrutal populace. “  Our country people, sa. ■
•uglish Writer in 1718, ‘ ‘are still as fond of it as they

are hailing a Bear or a Bull.”

; ■ • Worst element of all in this delusion was the 
'"'•taken zeal of the clergy, Ministers of diffeiiug 
C'teds agreed in believing that the palpable proof of 
■ P"itual existence afforded by witchcraft might serve 
to Va"quish the ever present scepticism regarding the 
sul*rnatural. Squalid tales gathered at witch-trials, 
"!a"y °f them foul and revolting as well as uiibeliev - 
a E, were disseminated as religious reading, in hope 
_'at they might prove a means of grace by revulsion, 

any man had the courage to question the super-1 
natural character of these disgusting apparitions, he 
,0Un<l himself gazetted in the authoritative writings 
" eminent divines as a Sadducee, a patron of witches 
au<1 a witch advocate; if he took a neutral position for 
. '^ty, averring the existence of witchcraft hilt dem- 
"'a the jiossihility of proving it in particular cases,liek'vas dubbed
"ell
e*cite

; as England.
“  millibist.”  This in America as 
A new case of witchcraft did not

a witchcraft«lid

(]l P'ty, but sonjething like exultation; the Sad- 
tets were again confounded.

1 he village of Salem had the elements needed 
mania— a quarrel between minister 

and '>eol>'L‘> a circle of young girls between eleven 
Mil Uvent>'; including some who worked as helps, 
itotll ,UCt a* tbe '"''lister’s house and practised to- 
]1;is tr folk-sorcery and that kind of divination that 
Kooii ven the amusement of such for ages. The girls 
noli'' eRan to "manifest symptoms, hysteria and hyp- 
dj, Sln ■ • . a doctor called to attend them decided 

1 t],ey Were afflicted by ail ‘ ‘ evil hand.”
The

Salem
glimpses of the infernal world that we get at

l() are highly incredible. The witches say prayers 
a hi *Û  b'ac‘k " ia" with a high-crowned liat— always 
S( "gl'-crowned hat. They ride 011 sticks and poles; 
¡ire times tlley are on brooms, and sometimes three 
l;j - 01! one pole. . . . The witches fondle yellow 
{| s> suckling them between their fingers, and one 

l' a girl cries out in meeting that a yellow bird sits
E'e minister’s hat as it hangs on a pin on the pul-

'er tliis heading we purpose printing, weekly, a 
oil S °f definite statements, taken from authoritative works, 
on !pecific subjects. They will supply instructive comments
„ aspects of special subjects, and will be useful, not merely 

ISer study.clos.diemselves, hut also as a guide to works that are worth

pit. The witch usually sits on the great cross-beam 
of the meeting-house, fondling the yellow bird. One 
man was seen to nurse two black pigs at his breast. 
Sometimes a hog, sometimes a black dog appears and 
says “  Serve me.”  Then the dog or the yellow pig 
“  looks like a man,”  and this man has a yellow bird. 
. . .  A  great mass of inconsequent and paltry foolery 
was believed, not alone by owl-blasted children, but 
by Stoughton and the other judges and by pious 
Samuel Sewell himself.

. . . The trial scenes were perdition. The 
“  afflicted children ”  screamed, went into spasms, 
shouted, charged the prisoners with torturing them, 
and their apparent torments were frightful. They 
laid to the charge of the accused unheard of devilries, 
such as the charge of killing wives long since dead, 
attempting to choke aged grandparents, and what not 
beside. Husbands, in some instances, turned against 
wives, in others they adhered to them, were accused 
themselves and died with them.

The trials were accompanied by great cruelties. 
Officers of the law were allowed to plunder the estates 
of the accused of all movable property. The pris­
oners l)ad to pay their gaol expenses, and many 
families were utterly impoverished. Prisoners were 
cast into dungeons and were “  fettered.”  . . . Some 
were tortured to make them confess; lads were laid 
neck and heel until the blood gushed from their 
noses.

The very skill of the accused was against them. 
One very neat woman walked over thirty miles over 
dirty roads without showing any mud. “  I scorn to 
be drabbled,”  she, said, and was hanged for her clean­
liness. George Burrough, the minister, was a strong 
man much addicted to gymnastics. He carried 
barrels of cider by inserting bis fingers in the bung- 
hole and held a seven-foot gun at arm’s length. He 
was the devil’s man, away with him to the gallows! 
The first people in the colony became involved. 
Twenty in all were executed, four or five at the time.

. . . There were brave men and women among 
them. Giles Corey, an eccentric old man, had at first 
signed an affidavit of uncertainty about his wife, a 
woman of piety, and, strange to say, an entire unbe­
liever in witchcraft. Two of his sons-in-law turned 
against her, two were for her. But when old Giles 
was accused he stiffened his neck. He would save his 
property, which was considerable and might l)e com­
promised; he would will it all to his two faithful sons- 
in-law. He would prove his steadfastness. He made 
a will perfect in every part, giving his property to 
his sons-in-law, and then totally refused to plead and 
was pressed to death. The constancy of the old man 
did much to overthrow the partizans of witchcraft.

The excitement had arisen with every arrest. More 
than fifty badgered souls had confessed that they 
were witches. But the wide extent of the accusations 
produced a change in the minds of the people. They 
knew not who would l>e struck at next. The 
governor, at length refused to call the special court to­
gether, and after a tedious confinement a hundred 
and fifty were released by proclamation. The popu­
lation of Salem had decreased, its business bad 
suffered, and perhaps it never recovered its pros­
perity. Slowly the people got over the delusion and 
came to realize the incalculable and irretrievable 
harm that bad been wrought. Judge Sewell, at a 
general fast, banded up to the minister to be read a 
humble confession, and stood while it was read. He 
annually kept a private day of humiliation. Honour 
to his memory. The twelve jurymen also signed a 
paper asking to be forgiven. Cotton Mather, who 
had been very conspicuous and published a book 
about it, never acknowledged himself wrong in this
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or in any other matter. From  the time it became un­
popular he speaks of the w itchcraft trials in a far­
away manner, as if  they w ere w holly the w ork of 
someone else. H e was never forgiven and probably 
never ought to have been.

T h e revulsion was complete. No witches were 
hanged or “  swimmed ”  in Am erica after the Salem 
trials.

The Transit of Civilization, 
by E . E g gleston , pp. 20-34.

Correspondence

TH E R IV A L RELIGIONS, ROMAN AND RUSSIAN 

To the E ditor  of the “  F reethinker  ”

S ir ,— “ A nyone,” writes Prof. H. J. Laski, “ who 
deals with modern Communism is dealing with a new 
religion.”  “ Shoot all the sixteen mad dogs,”  cried V ys­
hinsky at the Moscow trial. “ In my opinion,”  said ex- 
K ing Alfonso, “  only the extermination once and for all 
of the left parties will put an end to the civil war.”  “ We 
would like,”  wrote Father D. J. Phelan, “  to rack and 
quarter Protestantism; we would like to impale it and 
hang it up for crows to build nests of. We would like 
to tear it with pincers and pierce it with red-hot irons.”  
Such is the sweetness and light of both religions.

A .G , Ca r d ew .

Branch News

A VERY successful outing was held by the Preston 
Branch of the N.S.S. on Sunday, August 23. We en­
gaged a Chara to take us over 150 miles of beautiful 
land and water scenery, around the gorgeous lakes of 
Windermere, and the weather just happened to be 
lovely. With the inclusion of several members of the 
Bolton Branch we just had to have a good time. I am 
sure our very genial and hard-working Secretary, Mrs. 
Coward, must have felt well paid for the energy she 
must have put in this venture, after seeing everybody 
so happy. Community singing to the accompaniment 
of a musical instrument was indulged in, with a few 
happy interludes, helped to keep all in a very lively 
condition, and then on arrival at Grange Over Sands, we 
held a meeting on the Foreshore, and although from ap­
parently nowhere we soon got a crowd of over 400 
people. We think it can safely be said that no Free- 
thought meeting has ever been held there before in his­
tory, and judging by one or two of the crowd, we had 
evidently committed sacrilege anyway. The crowd was 
very orderly and listened very intently, questions 
followed and were dealt with by the speaker.— J.M.C.

SUICIDE FOR RELIGION

Suicide was preached in Russia by fervent missionaries 
as the only means to escape the snare of Antichrist, and 
to pass from the sins and sorrows of this fleeting world to 
the eternal joys of heaven. Whole communities hailed 
with enthusiasm the gospel of death, and hastened to put 
its precept into practice. At first, the favourite mode of 
death was by starvation. . . . Hundreds died a lingering 
death. . . . Death by fire was then preferred as surer 
and more expeditious. Priests, monks, and laymen 
scoured the villages and hamlets preaching salvation by 
flames. Men, women and children rushed into the flames. 
Sometimes hundreds and even thousands thus perished 
together . . . the stench of burnt human flesh poisoned 
the air for days afterwards.

Sir ]. G. Fraser in the "  Dying God.”

,S eptember 6, T93 _̂

SU N D AY L E C T U R E  NOTICES, ®tc-
Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, lon<j 0̂ ’ 

E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they wtll n0‘ 
inserted.

LONDON

outdoor

) Bethnal G reen and H ackney Branch N.S.S. (Victoria 
Park, near the Bandstand) : 6.30, Mr. P. Goldman.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Han't* 
stead) : 11.30, Mr. L. Ebury. Highbury Comer, 8.0, Mr. 
Ebury. South Hill Park, Hampstead, 8.0 Monday, Sept«11' 
her 7, Mr. H. Preece.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) :
Mr. L. Ebury. Rushcroft Road, Brixton, 8.0, Tuesday, Sep 
'ember 8, Mr. L. Ebury. Cock Pond, Clapliam, 8.0, I‘n *■ ’ 
September 11, Mr. L. Ebury.

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Corner of Deanery R04̂  
Water Lane, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. C. Tuson.

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3.30, Sunday- 
Messrs. Bryant, Wood, Evans, Tuson and Carlton. M0' 
Messrs. Saphin, Bryant, Wood, Evans Tuson, Lacey ana 
Carlton. Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. Wood, Bryant a" 
Tuson. Thursday, 7.30, Messrs. Saphin and Wood. Friday- 
7.30, Mr. A. Leacy and others. Freethinker on sale at K'°sK’ 
Should be ordered in advance to avoid disappointment.

COUNTRY

OUTDOOR.

Ashington (Grand Corner) : 7.0, Friday, Septen'l>e 
Mr. J. T. Brighton. fr j,

Accrington Market : 7.30, Sunday, September 6, •* 
dayton. g0|

Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. (Well Lane) • jg_ 
Tuesday, Mr. D. Robinson, A Lecture. Literature on  ̂

Bankhead (Britannia Square) : 7.30, Wednesday, Sei 
ber 8, Mr. J. T. Brighton. ,

Burnley Market : 7.30, Tuesday, September 8, -"r' 
Clayton.

Hapton : 7.30, Friday, September 4, Mr. J. Clayt°u’ 
H icham : 7.30, Monday, September 7, Mr. J. Clayt0'1, 
Morpeth (Market Place) : 7.0, Saturday, September 5- 

J. T. Brighton. jjr.
Stockton (Market Place) : 7.0, Monday, September r  

J. T. Brighton. _ 0l
Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Gill Bridge Avenue) •

Mr. J. T. Brighton.

l

! Footsteps of the Past j
BY

J. M. WHEELER
Price 3s. 6d. Postage 3d.

!

G E O R G E  B E D B O R O U G H

ARMS AND THE CLERGY J
1 
I 
I

1 gilt, by poll Si* IPrice l i .  By poit l i .  3d, Cloth

The Pioneer Press,
61 Farringdon Street, London, 

E.C.4



September 6, 1936
t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r

Letters To a Country Vicar
1 *vBV

j CHAPMAN COHEN (
j Paper is. Postage 2d. Cloth, gilt as. Postage 3d- (

 ̂ , y —, —<fy

[ ROME OR REASON 1
1 |BY

R. 0. INGERSOLL

The History of Government
B y S ir  Charles Petrie. Published 7/6. 

Postage 4^d.

*
)

i
I Price 3d.

Postage 4d.

_________*

\ DEFENCE OF FREE SPEECH j
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[ Price 6d. Postage ld * t
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Primitive Law
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Postage 4h>d.
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2/9. Postage 4d.
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scenity— The Control of Population—  
Eugenics and the Future, etc. Published 
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What the Church did for Spain

SPAIN AND THE CHURCH
C H A P M A N  C O H E N
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