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Views and Opinions

Dial,ectical Materialism
It k
v _  ̂ one of the commonest features in many contro- 
frrsies to find the logicality of a conclusion assumed 
,vp"i tlle admitted soundness of the premise with 
"itl l-'e argument starts. Freethinkers are familiar 
111' ! ^l*s *n D)e case of the Christian, who because he 
tli'1') an admirable action takes it for granted
find *S a product °I fi’s Christianity, or when he 
tli,1 s *n doing something dastardly assumes
anuí t0 '>e a pro(Iuct °I fiis Atheism. There is 
hi") ler common form of controversy in which each 
v‘ ' y ie"ls impelled to deny the truth or the rele- 
I n,C' whatever the other one says. I hope that 

s laIl not come within either category, and I say

tli,a I find myself in cordial agreement with many of 
; principles that Mr. Lindsay lies down, but I 

"7 agree that his conclusions necessarily lead to
L* " rst principles that Mr. L indsay lies down, but I 

not
 ̂ Jlxism. 1 do know that once a statement is 

. rahped up in a fearsome formula, it gains tenfold 
'strength with a large number of people, but that 
. -v increases the advisability of making sure thatiiic t

l,,,'11 a,1(I hy those who speak. This precaution may 
a‘ ' e Ihe effect of determining readers how far they 
^ioe with the premisses, and how far with the con-

h c drills used are clearly understood bv tliose who. __-

.Slt)1's staled.

do
ti,

Tet me take as a start what we are told is the one
^"'a laid down by Dialectical Materialism, “  that 
y material world exists.”  That bald proposition

,,f> more essential connexion with Marxism than•as

'las with the man in the moon. For, put in that 
one may say that no one who understands what 

philosophical controversy is about, ever denied 
e existence of a world that was called “  material ”  

.,S distinct from another world that was called 
mental.”  This distinction lies at the root of all

" ’"iking. The question at issue is really the nature 
the

''"man experience.
(j| " le two categories which sum up the basic division 
^ ""man experience. The extreme idealist treated

World of “  matter ”  as a projection of a substance

called “  mind,”  and at the other extreme was the 
type of materialist who derived “  mind ”  from a 
world of objective “  matter ”  composed of hard, in­
destructible and indivisible atoms, and affirmed the 
reduction of all phenomena to problems in determin­
ism. The use of this formula, “  the material world 
exists,”  as a basis for Marxism, adds nothing to the 
knowledge of those who understand, and it serves to 
confuse those who do not.

A  Matter of Analysis

I find another general formula given as a basis for 
Marxism, which is equally devoid of exclusive appli­
cation. “  Being and not being may exist at the 
same time.”  This, Mr. Lindsay says, seems puzzling 
to many. He is correct in saying this, but it is 
another illustration of the evil of throwing a technical 
term at people, some of whom will accept it on 
account of its— to them— semi-magical character. 
But in strict truth “ being and not being”  is an ex­
pression that holds true of everything that is not ab­
solutely static, and which exists only as a pure ab­
straction. Put in plainer language, it is only saying 
that everything contains within itself the conditions of 
its own destruction. Growth brings youth, but it also 
destroys it. Life contains in itself the conditions of 
death. Create an institution and the better it is, the 
sooner it destroys its utility by lifting people aliove it. 
It is a philosophical way of putting a world-wide 
truth.

So also with the much-talked of “ thesis, antithesis 
and synthesis.”  This is accepted, apparently, as 
though it has some particular association with Marx­
ism, and also that if we accept it Marxism follows by 
logical deduction. (I hasten to say that T quite re­
lieve Marx of any charge such as this. But Marx 
was really very often thinking in abstractions, as 
competent thinkers are compelled to do.) The formula 
in itself describes a very old process, although it is 
not always expressed in the form cited. All it 
means, in essence, is that an opinion on any subject 
may be, usually is, met with an opposing opinion, and 
that from the clash of the two a third opinion, the 
synthesis, is bom. It is really a form of compromise. 
Two things in opposition result in a third that is 
identical with neither, but is derived from the two.

Now I do not mean by citing these things that 
Marx was not perfectly justified in using them, and 
in saying that he based his conclusions upon them. 
They are rules of mental working, laws of social 
movements, and they are in common use by all, just 
as we all illustrate the law of gravitation every mo­
ment of our lives. An economist, or a sociologist, is 
warranted in citing such laws as “ the negation of 
the negation ”  to illustrate the scientific character of 
his conclusions. I am only raising a mild protest 
against their being used as though in citing them one
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is establishing proof of conclusions that have been 
reached. I am not even concerned with saying they 
may not provide the evidence desired, because I am 
not now concerned with either disproving or estab­
lishing Marxian Communism. I am objecting to 
their being used in the way that a medieval necrom­
ancer used his magic wand and his “  abracadabra.”  
And I think if I were an educational dictator I would 
disqualify any teacher who could not put abstract 
generalizations into simple language. It would be a 
great test of understanding. I feel sure that if 
Marx were alive he would not seriously disagree with 
a great deal that I have been saying. I am quite cer­
tain that while he would claim the right to isolate the 
employer and the employee from every other con­
sideration when considering the influence of each on 
the other, as employer and employee, he would also 
agree that man as an individual is the sum total of 
social relationships; and that all relationships, hus­
band, child, parent, member of a community as a 
whole, and member of sub-groups in terms of indi­
vidual tastes and capacities, must be considered in 
their totality. The cross play of all these relations, 
some strengthening the abstract relation of employer 
and employee, and others considerably modifying it, 
all these would have to be taken into account when
considering the man as we actually meet him.

* * *
A. L o gica l Approach

Marxian Communism is a socio-economic theory 
that is placed before us and deserves the most serious 
consideration. Personally, as I regard every form of 
society and every institution as so many forms of ex­
perimentation in ways of living, I have no greater 
a priori objection to Communism than I have to any 
other theory, and it is curious to note that a great 
many of the bitterest objections brought against it are 
not that it is really bad, but that it is too good for a 
human nature that has too much of the brute in it to 
live up to Communist ideals. I do not take that view 
of human nature, because I believe it is the most 
pliable thing with which we are acquainted. But it 
is curious that most of the moral idealism is on the 
side of the Communist, and a great deal of the brute 
and the savage on the side of its opponents.

Let me also add here that, not for the first time, I 
protest very strongly against the habit that has 
grown up with magistrates (not yet with judges) with 
certain newspapers, and with many individuals who 
approach the subject of Communism as though it 
were outside the pale of reasonable discussion. It is 
monstrous to find police witnesses permitted by mag­
istrates to cite the fact of a man being a Communist 
as prima facie grounds for committing him to prison. 
And just now we have examples of an advocacy for 
the condoning of the brutal Governments of Ger­
many and Italy, because they are likely to help* 
crush Communism. When that kind of thing is en­
couraged we are making for revolution by violence, 
and if it comes in a more violent form than it might 
otherwise, the responsibility lies with those who make 
peaceful agitation impossible. What Danton said in 
liis day is eternally true. Treat the people like brutes 
and they will behave like brutes. And after all Com­
munism, like so many other ’isms, implies some 
things that society only ignores at its peril.

* * *
M an and H is M otives

To return to our muttons. Mr. Lindsay urges Com­
munism upon us as the next necessary step in social 
evolution. I do not see it in this way at all. At 
most Marxism is only what one may call a contingent 
possibility. It is a case of, “  If such and such con­
ditions prevail, then such and such consequences 
must follow.” That may be admitted. But no one

lias yet shown that one can explain social phenomena 
wholly in terms of economics, although none but •'
('°} °uld deny that economic considerations, uncer

existing conditions, often play a larger part in 1L 
than is desirable. But no one has yet shown that 
capitalism had to follow feudalism, and that Com 
munism must follow capitalism as a scientific neces 
s'ty. I am not saying whether it ought or ought not 
to do so, I am simply trying to follow my Sre&l 
teacher Spinoza, and deal with human nature as 
t lough it were a problem in geometry. That &V 
itahsm must change, has been shown in th.e
•1st generation. The thesis, antithesis and synthesis 

are always at work, whether in the direction of Com­
munism or away from it. But it may develop away as 
'vdI as towards. In Italy and Germany it has P1'0' 
duced Fascism, and it is conceivable that it nag’1' 
even give rise to a purely slave State. And it 
noticeable that the one country in which a form 0 
Communism has been established has not pass«« 
through a capitalistic development at all. I d°" 
think we can successfully argue that the movements 
0 society are determined solely by its economic 
structure.

indeed, if instead of talking of the power of t,ie
economic motive, we were to try expressing this in a
wider form as the desire for power and distinction,
think we should have a more scientific view of ‘he

fight f°r
in asituation. For it is not money that men 

hardest, but because we happen to be living 
society where money is taken as a symbol of sue 
and even of worth, we are apt to take the means 
the end. Translate the desire for money int° , 
desire for power and distinction, and it will be 1° , 
to fit the facts equally well. Visitors to Russia, (> 
shades of opinion, are in agreement that the m° ; 
standard of human value has almost disappea,r 
among the people, although other forms of dis 1  ̂
tion have taken its place. To be one of the nC
men in the country is only an aim so long as beiitf

such gives a man the prominence that great 
do in modern societies. Even at present, it 
be quite evident that the desire for money is ue'  ̂
the avowed nor the actual cause of modern ,ll0V 
ments among overwhelming masses of the 
Acquisition of new territories may be aimed at j 
comparatively small groups of people because 
financial interests, but that is not the reason f°r . 
glamourous pride in great possessions express# t 
the people. Economic interests may work in SUC 
way as to cause war, but it is for economic interC; ,
that the people fight wars. It is even questionalii1

whether the ultimate interests of capitalists in n>otJed1

times are served by war better than they would l** ^ 
peace. It is at least tolerably certain that on 
whole “ capitalists”  burned their fingers rather 
in the last war. And in that case, instead of filK > 
the cause of modern wars in capitalism, it would 
as though a more powerful cause might be the j  
taken idealism of the great body of the people j.^ 
the miscalculations of unscrupulous men dep#1 
upon and exploiting that idealism.

I am not, of course, disputing the influence of 
economic factor, I am only trying to put it 1,1 ¡̂. 
place among many other factors, as against the l1 
tion that the Freethought movement should mer£L .t, 
specific function in some sort of political or ectu'O j 
campaign. And, again, I think in saying vV . 
have said, I have Engels and Marx with me. N# 
of them was blind to the power of these other 
although both for strategic reasons over-emphas 
the economic one. According to Engels :—•

Marx and I are partly responsible for the fact oJl 
the younger men have sometimes laid more stress
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the economic side than it deserves. In meeting the 
attacks . . .  (it was necessary) to emphasize the 
dominant principle denied by them, 
did not always have time and oppoi um > 
the other factors which were co n ce rn e d  m ™
mutual action and reaction get their ese • 
According to the materialistic view o } . ’
factor which in the last instance 18 1 jjut 
production and reproduction of ac ua • .
when anyone distorts this so as to read that tne 
economic factor is the sole element, a c° ahsurd 
statement into a meaningless, abstrac, ' but 
phrase. The economic condition is m ‘ 
the various elements of the super-s me g
political forms of the class contests and the - .  ’
the constitutions, the legal forms, and a so 
contests in the brains of the participants, P 
tical, legal, philosophic theories, ie 
views—all these exert an influence on the develop 
"lent of the historic struggle, and in main 
determine their forms.

Th's certainly reads as an illustrative comment on
'"any of the thi
course tmgs I have been saying. It was, of 

casy tactics toi stress the need for more andbetter t * raetics to stress t 
and o, 0041 and clothing withas

said
Ma

masses of the people, 
mere political tactics there may he much to 
'u its favour. But when some of the advocates

arx'sm take up the same position in what should

in U,e words of Engels, "meaningless,
"bstract, absurd.”

Hie ; ! , lentific atl(l philosophic discussion, they make

C hapman  Co h en . 

(To be continued)

-Dogma in the “ Dailies

, The 
a°gmas foundations of Christianity 

are discredited.”
Rev. H. D. Major,

are sapped ; its

in “  Modern Churchman.”

T

A Christian rejects all religions save one; the Pree- 
'"mker rejects all religions. The difference between 

16 Christian and the Freethinker is one religion out of 
a hundred—

HR
~C. Southwell.

cava,.cl«fiy must often be uneasy at their very 
of tj '̂ r treatment at the hands of the worldly editors 
"Hir e P°l>ular newspapers, and be inclined to mur 
AieiHi"*, their lawn sleeves, ‘ ‘Save us from our 
%ii>, '• Not that tlie saucy journalists attack re- 
f0rn" 111 so many words, but that they treat all 
tile S Piety with an amused tolerance, and regard 
bndc a,ll0Us a"d numerous creeds as so much “ news.” 
l':ike ' ' ^'e et^tors serve up holy matters on the same 
c]tr as fne latest divorce case or the last horrid mur- 
m ' ^ bishop of the State Church may be delighted, 
>11 ,, "mrily, by seeing his own portrait in the press 
f0lln] bhe glory of a Wardour Street replica of a 
(l"u' .'Century  ecclesiastic, but his pleasure will be 

"shed by noting that an adjoining picture repre-
l»oi U brother-in-the-Hord posturing in a barrel at a 
• ln,'ar 
111 full

seaside resort, or an African medicine-man 
j0jCy - togalia. Again, a Romish ecclesiastic may re- 
1‘vitj . a cob'n'n ° f print puffing the curative pro- 
l>r 68 °f a visit to Lourdes, but he may get blood 
kfs SUre when he finds that the Four-Square Gospel- 
a,lu °r Latter-Day Saints, get a precisely similar 
Papist Print and puff in the following issue of the 
p. 'tr- For it is abundantly clear that to the news- 

everything, theological or otherwise, is 
to t> "b'it'll conies to his mill, from the latest convert 

^manisii, to the latest clerical scandal, or the 
j 'fst news concerning the “  Abode of Love.” 

triv 'S I,art of this journalistic adroitness that it con 
es to modify, and even to conceal, the fact that

the purpose of the press is to exploit Christianity. In 
leading articles lip-service is given to Orthodoxy, but 
simply because it is a vested interest, and not at all 
on account of its alleged truth or usefulness. But 
what is said, or implied, in a leading article is fre­
quently contradicted in some other part of the paper.

Take, for example, the Daily Mail (London), which 
has always professed to side with the big battalions of 
Orthodoxy, and done it so noisily as to embarrass the 
Christians themselves. Even a believer may plead 
guilty to some hesitation in noticing that the British 
Lion and the Union Jack are summarily included 
amongst the most sacred emblems of his religion. 
Men have worshipped cats and even crocodiles, but 
of all the gods created by men in their own likeness, 
the Auglo-Indian-Colonel type of divinity of the 
Daily Mail is the most astonishing. P'or the piety is 
so often charged with the pettiness of politics, and 
the hymns are so frequently hymns of hate.

Buttering-up Orthodoxy in leading articles is one 
tiling which is comparatively easy, but the pinch 
comes when press contributors write on religious 
topics, and ignore the oleaginous piety of the other 
fellows. In a recent issue of the Daily Mail (August 
5), Dr. W. B. Wolfe unburdened himself on the sub­
ject of religion, and put himself in opposition to those 
innocent people who think religion should be made 
to measure, like a pair of trousers. Dr. Wolfe starts 
with the startling assertion th at: —

Everj- human being must have a religion, 

and then he qualifies his rem arks by adding :— •

I do not mean by this that every human being 
must belong to a church.

This is skating on very thin ice, but lie lias not 
yet got into his theological stride. He continues: —

One of the first things that a human savage does 
is to get himself a religion that helps him to face 
the cosmic problems which are around him.

Then, screwing his courage to the sticking-place, 
he leaves the savage and turns to a more sophisticated 
inquirer. Ignoring altogether the journalists who 
write the purple passages in the leading articles, he 
breaks o u t; —

Some individuals prefer to formulate for them­
selves their own religions. Such religions can exist 
and be ill a sense good religions, though the concept 
of God does not enter into them.

Just when lie is getting interesting, Dr. Wolfe has 
a relapse, for he continues ; —

At the adolescent level of religious development 
we find those individuals whose religion is doubt and 
scepticism, and who are interested in breaking idols 
rather than in building them. Many an individual 
who believes himself irreligious and goes about des­
troying other peoples’ illusions about religions and 
God is not so clever as he thinks he is, because he 
has not yet learned the necessity of faith in human 
life.

It will lie seen that as a defender of the faith, Dr. 
Wolfe is no more a success than Henry the Eighth, 
who was “  a pain in the neck ”  to the priests who 
patronized him. Being an instructed citizen of an 
educated nation, he should know better than to pen 
such nonsense. There is always something exhila­
rating in the infatuation of an heroic ignoramus, but 
this holy simplicity is overdone. He follows the 
beaten track of theologians in writing in this manner 
of Freethinkers. One thing, however, we are grate­
ful for : Dr. Wolfe does not perceive “ the hand of 
Moscow ”  in man’s striving for intellectual freedom.
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Wisely, he leaves that foolishness to the leader- 
writers, those sapient pen-pushers who pretend to 
discover Muscovite influence if the charwoman asks 
for more money, or the errand-boy’s grandmother 
conveniently dies.

The Nexvs-Chronicle (London) has very little in 
common with its flamboyant rival, but it has a tend­
ency to face two ways on the question of religion. 
Catering for the Nonconformists, the editor uses more 
guarded language, and, in leading articles, occasion­
ally rises to the giddy heights of the Hibbert Journal, 
a periodical said to be a great help in cases of in­
somnia. Unfortunately, the lower stratum of Noncon­
formity is by no means high-brow, and, journalistic­
ally, these innocents have to be catered for as well as 
the better-dressed congregations who sit at the feet 
of the leading Free Church ministers. Mr. Hugh 
Redwood caters for this particular section of the 
News-Chronicle audience, and his articles have a 
mid-Victorian flavour. They are compacted of 
battered and threadbare conventionalities, and it is 
difficult to believe that he has ever studied life outside 
a Nonconformist chapel, for where else could he 
stumble upon his claptrap conversions ? But is it not 
playing it a little low down on the British Free 
Churchman thus to take advantage of his innocence 
of life and his lack of experience? When the Educa­
tion Act has run another half century, the readers of 
newspapers, perhaps, will cease to hunger for saw­
dust, and will prefer the bread of knowledge. In 
sober truth, and not in the cant of journalism, let us 
wish for the recovery of the News-Chronicle. There 
are so many editors for whom the inscription, “  Died 
of the Christian Fallacy ”  is good, and good enough. 
But the man who occupies the seat formerly used by 
Charles Dickens, the man who writes for the great 
newspaper which numbered Harriet Martineau, An­
drew Lang and Herbert Paul among its contributors 
should not be one of these. So desperate is the 
dilemma that almost is one persuaded that British 
Nonconformity has declined to a period of hypocrisy 
and vulgarity.

Being a professedly Socialist newspaper, the Daily 
Herald (London) should adopt a saner attitude on 
Religion than its get-rich-quick rivals. It does noth­
ing of the kind. In its intense desire for popularity­
hunting, it simply tickles the ears of the groundlings. 
Reading the Herald's pages, one would imagine that 
the writers had read The Rights of Man, but had 
never even heard of The Age of Reason.

The unpalatable truth is that the newspaper press 
is less concerned with principle than with interest. 
The press is simply used by the proprietors as a 
means of making money, at almost any cost. The 
editor has no more power than the greenest reporter, 
and has to do what he is told, or lose his job. To-day 
there are no newspaper editors like John Morley, 
who spelt Clod with a little “ g ,”  or William T. Stead, 
who took the goddess Grundy by the throat, and 
added the Criminal Law Amendment Act to the 
Statute Book of his country. Present-day editors are 
always ready to make great sacricfies for their 
opinions. They are always ready to die for the truth, 
if they only knew what truth was. Journalism was 
once a great profession; to-day it is a mere trade, and 
the editors are the tradesmen’s assistants. Unfor­
tunately, they are not so honest as the men who cut 
cheese with a wire, or Sell tripe and onions. For the 
journalists deflect the scales of justice, and debase the 
moral currency. Until the newspaper press is really 
free from the fell clutch of big business, it can never 
challenge vested interests, let alone express un­
quenchable revolt against the agonies of mankind.

M i MNIIRMUS.

Imperfections of the P a p a c y

Moslem iirv 'T  U’a,£ied hy Christendom against the 
“ the fore;O T 1 , . laVe been cynically described as
centuries’ Hu 1*° 'Cy. tbe Papacy.”  After several 

er strife, incurring terrible bloodshed— '.in ed
triuriinhatif " ' ’f^cakable atrocity, Islam reman 
designed iu th ^ fnca. aud the East. Ostensibly 
places of C h n a  ^  instance to recover the sacred 
the insolent A j t®ndom fro»> the profane clutches of 
devoted to 1’ 1 lese wars became more and more 
away. The LUI <u ends, as the generations rolled 
swept over i ' a' C ° f  religious emotion which had 
ha listed hv tj/Ul<? >e 111 earber days was nearly cx- 
uiercial consider-,u* ° f tlle fifteenth century. Coni'
the use of the te n n T  " T  n<MV l)redomi,ia,lt>. an<
ton aggreSsioiI w ith ijfc if  ? -t0 COnd°ne enchant the m Christian realms served to diS

« i w «  r i r ch ' “ " ”er zeaI

U m Z J w Z  «"-■  Chris*”
tne defensive in the fifteenth century-

steadilyThe Turks had reached the Danube and were iade to
gaining ground, yet no combined effort was m fl 
stem their advance. Pope Pius IE ca , in-
general Crusade against the turbulent Mos 
truder, but his cry passed unheeded. As 1 1 je5 
fessor of Modern History at Oxford, Fir 
Oman, notes in his volume The Sixteenth U ^ 
(Methuen, 1936) : “  Pius sat in vain at Alic01’‘j)e)1 
1464, waiting for fleets that never came, am ^  
they failed to come, died of a broken heart. .£ 
had looked out from his headland over the l 1 te„ 
for long weeks, but nothing turned up sa 
Venetian galleys— and the Venetians alone ^
have sent 100 galleys if they had been set earneS

of
on answering the Crusading cry. From the rest 
Europe came nothing. The game was up.’ ^

A  feeling of abject failure was general in d'e 11|„> 
ing years of the fifteenth century. Not only ‘uU 
Crusades terminated ignominiously but the ayL j, 
of the various European States to set their 
house in order ended most miserably. The Ra 
secular and religious Powers of the Middle As ^  
the Holy Roman Empire and the Papacy— had s‘ (0 
deteriorated. Oman thinks that both had 
their deepest degradation about the year i 492- ,,J
date ‘ ‘combines the death of Frederick III. • •_ ’ tj,e 
the election to the Papacy of Rodrigo Borg13’ ^  
most infamous W'earer of the triple crown in 3 (,f
annals of the Roman Church— not excepting 3”  ̂ (>r 
the wretched Johns, the fifteenth century P>r3tl 
the tenth century degenerates.”  ^

For three centuries a conflict raged betweefl ,, 
civil and spiritual powers for supremacy. No 1’1L| p
however vile, were spared in a contest which 1L

m
thc

de
a general moral anarchy unsurpassed 
chequered career of mankind. Most sane peop fV 
day view war with aversion, but the medieval 

t in its endeavour to gain supremacy over all se 
j rulers never hesitated, when its spiritual tin"11 (() 
I were disregarded, to furnish every encourageU'eI 
| outside princes to attack the territories of those j
disputed Papal claims. Nor was the Papacy cm'

• . - -. ijt«1
with the incitement of a foreign foe; it also stun'1 * .4

• *1 < . 1  . ___ • 1,  1, ■, , ,  ,  . , rl* ,I civil disturbance with all its attendant evils-
affection, an alleged Christian virtue, was ref?3 p 
as unimportant when the Church had an inteU5 
serve, and the sons of rulers were incited to fe' 1 
against their parents when these latter inc1 jf 
Papal displeasure. It seems a fair estimate that 
“  the troubles of medieval Germany were caUS®* 
rebellions fostered by the Papacy.”
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I'apal investitures created discord not on y 
'ami, but on the Continent. In  promo mS 1 ,,
nf establishing universal dominion, Rom e re ^
nominated for high and influential eccl ^
"Ihce men who were lik ely  to prove an ago ment
t'|e reigning prince. P luralities and ' J  ^  revenues 
°f absentee Italian priests w ho enj >> mnnlaces
"I * •  they never even visited » ere  “ " s  “  r i  
"'bile protests against these and othei scal ‘ uni_
Usually met w ith threats of interdict 01 cx  jevved
cation which in that superstitious aSe we . ,
"it'i fear and trem bling b y  the ignorant mu

The authority of the clergy  in matrnnonial affair^ 
"as exercised very  capriciously. Seveia 1 ^  a
excommunicated for entering into we 0 did
‘‘«t or second cousin. Y e t, so sm all importa 
"" ‘ Papacy really attach to marriage "R r_
Y 'fc d  degrees that a potentate w a s  al ow_ed
chase not merely the right to espouse 

';Ut his aunt or niece or, . nineteenth
deceased w ife’s  sister. E ven  m  T of

century the sou of K in g  V icto r ^ m.a i t e r .  
lta'y purchased leave to w ed his sistei s

At the time when the Church appeared truunphar^

<>Ver its temporal antagonist its pres

r« %  ^ e n e d .  In  the D ark A g e y f c a r  
ehampioned by rulers at variance w ith  C  „a lly

not unknown, but their tê n g c T r e s id e n c e  
Rle{ and uncertain. E ven  the pr tQ dim -

. " le Popes at A vign on  apparently r  ory  X I .  
"” sl> Hs influence in Rome. B u t w hen G ragory^ ^ ^  

’ riurned to the E ternal C ity  m i 3/ ' veneration at 
u ''aps the Papacy commanded gre. G regory

i„  Us ancestral h o»«.
departed this life the conclave of Card l V
fehed by the Roman populace to  elect

’’l1 "u s choice w as opposed by y i l - ,  and
f ' 10 Proceeded to elect a rival in  Cle> Cardinals 
for °ver forty years the Rom an and I  renc&

appointed a Pope. T im s ^ ^ b J n g  
Ta ed into two obediences, the one a t A  B dl y to 
|ecognized b y  Fran ce and the Stat f j  the
Trance, w hile E n glan d  PortjtRj ¿ m l  and his 

LriUan princes acknowledged
ĉ ssors m Rome.

rile
a s ecriinniations of the rival Popes soon became 

to gods and men. Each Pontiff in 
com, aK:e the most violent character bitterly ex- 
sati0f llll’cated the other.

s °f blasphemy, imposture, simony, black
indeed, nearly' all the crimes in the NewgateflaKic; ^

cndar These very edifying proceedings caused the 
Uiany misgivings, and the apprehensive ones

dw.evoyt

rÍVal Pontiffs.

vere
Rravely concerned respecting the claims of the 

spUrj °utiffs. Obviously, those who supported a
vfer 1' 1,S .Pontiff ran the risk of being damned to all 
"ie r' ’u t'le world to come. Still, the subjects of 

'Cerent States proved practically obedient to 
respective rulers.

Th0 divided allegiance of the fourteenth century"as

|.'f a"le imperative to end the scandal at any cost. 
Tri( S *ad°wing the Teague of Nations, a Conciliar 
¡n„ was established for tlic purpose of conven- 

. General Councils of the Western Church armed 
pr 1 aUthority to repress every evil, including the 
a,̂  ^sions of the Popes themselves. In accord- 
atn-'v^'' this laudable ambition, a Council assembled

’utensified in the period that followed, until it

"i<
a'Ul R, 

th,

"i r4oQ, and this gathering pronounced illegal 
election of the Popes then reigning at Avignon

to °nie. It decreed their deposition and proceeded
o "le election of a third Poi>e, Alexander V. But 

egOry and Benedict, the dismissed Pontiffs, flatly

refused to recognize the authority of the Council. 
Thus there were now three Popes in being, each 
bitterly cursing his competitors. The Council’s 
choice died shortly after his election, and then the 
Conciliar body elected Balthazar Cossa, the infamous 
John X X III. Tin's highly tarnished ecclesiastic’s past 
misdeeds were soon trumpeted to the world by his 
enemies. Oman opines that the Council had 
neglected to inquire into its nominee’s earlier career, 
and recalls Gibbon’s sardonic reference to the crimes 
imputed to Pope John by his detractors, when the 
great historian declared that, “  the more scandalous 
charges being suppressed, the Vicar of Christ was 
only accused of piracy, murder, robbery, rape and 
gross sexual abnormalities.”  Yet, presumably, he 
was infallible in faith and morals.

In 1415 the Council of Constance compelled the 
resignation both of John and Gregory, while Bene­
dict III. was reduced to impotence and Martin V. be­
came sovereign Pontiff. But although the disruption 
was healed the scandals continued. Instead of un­
dertaking reform the Curia undermined the authority 
of the General Councils, and deprived them of all 
supervision over the Papacy. A  Council assembled 
at Basle approved a scheme for reformed administra­
tion in Church government which included Con­
ciliar surveillance in place of that of the Vatican, but 
the now reigning Pontiff, Eugenius IV. stubbornly 
opposed all restraint. The Council was driven to 
desperation, deposed the Holy Father, and then nom­
inated another to succeed him, but this divided Pap­
acy proved unpopular, and the Council dispersed in 
despair, thus leaving Eugenius IV. as monarch of all 
he surveyed.

The Conciliar Movement having failed, the clerical 
reactionaries had a fairly free hand, although a few 
in authority favoured reform. By the end of the 
fifteenth century the scandals were as glaring as ever, 
and the Borgia Pope, Alexander V I., who ruled un­
til the opening years of the following century, would 
have been a monument of iniquity in any time or 
land.

Meanwhile, the Holy Roman Empire which was to 
have established peace and good-will in Christian 
Europe was in ruins. The Emperor had become little 
more than a figurehead in a series of distracted 
States. As the fifteenth century closed, it was ob­
vious that the Empire’s mission had failed. Heresies 
and heretical movements once more appeared in open 
day. 'File ‘ ‘Donation of Constantine”  was exposed 
as an impudent forgery, and the “  False Decretals ”  
shared its fate. Yet, it was a barren time whose only 
respectable figures were the reformers John Huss and 
Girolamo Savonarola and the heroic Joan of Arc, and 
as the historian sadly notes, “  it burnt all three, after 
trials which were a disgrace to spiritual and lay 
authority in equal measure.”  Yet, in the succeed­
ing sixteenth century civilization and culture made 
giant strides towards higher things,

T. F. Pai.mer.

How can infinite power be able to do all things, and 
yet infinite goodness be unable to do evil ? How can in­
finite justice exact the utmost penalty for sin, and yet 
infinite mercy pardon the sinner? How can infinite wis­
dom know all that is to come, and yet infinite freedom 
be at liberty to do or to forbear? How is the existence 
of evil compatible with that of an infinitely pefect being? 
For, if he will it, lie is not infinitely good; and if he 
will it not, liis will is thwarted and his sphere of action 
limited.— Herbert Spencer.
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Things Worth Knowing *

L .

R k u g io n  and Society

N obody will deny that the common Religion added 
to the strength of the State, but it seems that its 
national importance has been over-rated. On the one 
hand, the political fusion between different com­
munities took place before the religious fusion and 
was obviously the cause of it; on the other hand, the 
mere tie of a common religion has never proved suffi­
cient to bind together neighbouring tribes or peoples 
so as to form one nation. The Greek States had both 
the same religion and the same language, bnt never­
theless remained distinct States. Professor Seeley’s 
assertion that “  in the East to this day nationality 
and religion are almost convertible terms ”  is very 
far from the truth. The Orientalist, Wallin, who 
had exceptional opportunities to study the felings of 
the different Mohammedan nationalities, observes 
that “  every Oriental people has a certain aversion to 
every other, and even the inhabitants of one pro­
vince to those of another. The Turk does not 
readily tolerate the Arab, nor the Persian, and these 
feel similarly towards the Turk; the Arab does not get 
on well with the Persian, nor the Persian with the 
Arab; the Syrian does not like the Egyptian, whom 
he calls inhuman, and the latter does not willingly 
associate with the Syrian whom he calls simple- 
minded and stupid; and the son of the desert con­
demns both.”  It sometimes seems as if the national 
spirit of a people rather influenced its religion than 
was influenced by it. Patriotism has even suc­
ceeded in nationalizing the greatest enemy of national 
distinctions, Christianity, and has well nigh revived 
the old notion of a national god, whose business it is 
to look after his own people and, especially, to fight 
its battles.

. . . Eike the political influence of religion as a 
means of tying together the members of the same 
social unit, so also the moral influence of religion has 
often been greatly exaggerated. I can find no solid 
foundation for the statements that “  the beginning of 
all morality is to be found in religion ”  (Pfleiderer); 
that “ even in the earliest period of human history re­
ligion and morality are necessary correlates of each 
other ”  (Caird); that “ all moral commandments orig­
inally have the character of religious command­
ments”  (Wundt); that in ancient society “  all moral­
ity— as morality was then understood— was conse­
crated and enforced by religious motives and sanc­
tions ”  (Robertson Smith); that the clan-god was the 
guardian of the tribal morality (Jevons). It seems to 
me to be a fact beyond dispute that the moral con­
sciousness had originated in emotions entirely 
different from that feeling of uncanniness and mys­
tery which first led to the belief in supernatural 
beings.

The old saying that religion was born of fear seems 
to hold true, in spite of quite recent assertions to the 
contrary. It appears that in all quarters of the 
savage world, fear predominates as the initial ele­
ment in the religious sentiment, that people are more 
inclined to ascribe evil than good to the influence of 
supernatural beings, and that their sacrifices and 
other acts of worship more frequently have in view 
to avert misfortunes than to procure positive benefits.

* Under this heading we purpose printing, weekly, a 
series of definite statements, taken from authoritative works, 
on specific subjects. They will supply instructive comments 
on aspects of special subjects, and will be useful, not merely 
in themselves, but also as a guide to works that are worth 
closer study.

Of the gods of many uncivilized people we are_ 
directly told that they are of a malicious nature and 
mostly intent on doing harm to mankind.

• • . It seems that most gods of uncivilized people 
are thoroughly selfish beings, who care about not 1 
ing else than what concerns their own personal in 

, terests— that they are utterly indifferent to men’s l'e‘
I haviour towards their fellow-men, neither disappr°v- 

mg of vice or punishing the wicked, nor approving 
, of virtue or rewarding the good. That this is tl,e 
l case with gods who are of a malicious nature, foll|n'̂  

from the fact that altruistic feelings are an essentr» 
source of moral emotions; but even a friendly super 
natural being is by no means ipso facto a guard''111 
of men’s conduct towards one another. In Morocco 
the patron saint of a town, village or tribe is not 1,1 
the least concerned about any kind of behaviour 
which has not immediate reference to himself.

We are told by competent observers that the super- 
natnrai beings of savage belief frequently show ll,c 
utmost disregard to all questions of worldly morality• 
According to Spencer and Gillen, the Central Aus­
tralian natives, though they assume the existence « 
both friendly and mischievous spirits, have not t ie 
vaguest idea of a personal individual other than t',e 
actual living member of the tribe who approves¡ of 
disapproves of their conduct, so far as anything j1 _ 
what we call morality is concerned The So<Atv 
Islanders maintained that “  the only crimes that were 
Visited by the displeasure of their deities were 1,10 
neglect of some rite or ceremony.”  Of various tribes
on the West African and Gold Coasts, Major 
writes : ‘ ‘ Religion, at the stage of growth at "  
we find these . . . groups of tribes has no conned __
with morals, or the relations of men to one an 
It consists solely of ceremonial worship, and the.
are only offended when some 
been neglected or omitted. . .

otlwr' 
gods

rite òr ceremony
Murder, theft, a

all offences against the person or property, are ma  ̂
in which the gods have no immediate concern, al 
which they take no interest, except in the case 
bribed by a valuable offering, they take np 1 
quarrel in the interests of some faithful worship! ^

whe°

. . . When we pass from the gods of 
peoples to more civilized gods we notice a
difference. Among peoples of a higher culture
gods are on the whole benevolent to man when

tae&f
the

duly

propitiated. They resent by preference, off e®.
- - • - # ,1̂ 11) 

committed against themselves personally; but in 11 ‘ ^
cases they at 
. . . The gods

the same time avenge social wr° , 
have thus ------ ------J " irratl 1

change for the better; until at last they are descr>
experienced a g 'a.. ,,, 

scrn,L.
fid1

,ti oV
as ideals of modern perfection, even though, 
more closely scrutinized, their goodness and no s 
of justice are found to differ materially from W’1 ‘ 
deemed good and just in the case of men.

UT-

fulness. Among the Maori of New Zealand’. ‘
mere trifle, or natural casuality, will induce a 11

ah'

Men have selected their gods according to then j
/(

(or a whole tribe) to change his Atua. The bTĉ  ̂  
when disappointed in some of his speculations 
overtaken by some sad calamity, throws away. , 
fetish and selects a new one. . . . North Auic1̂ .  
Indians owe all their good or bad luck to their " 
itou, and, “  if their Manitou has not been favor11' j 
to them they quit him without any ceremony, ‘ 
take another.”  . . . Men not only select as 
gods such supernatural beings as may be most llA^.
to them in the struggle for life, but also niaft . 7 # 1 
their good qualities in worshipping. Praise ana
aggerating eulogy are common in the mouth 11  ̂
devout worshipper. In ancient Egypt the P0< (1{ 
each petty state was within it said to be the rule* j 
the gods, the creator of the world, and the givcl
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a Rood things. So also in Chaldea the god of a 
°Wn Was addressed by its inhabitants with the most 

halted epithets, as the master or King of all the 
gods.

be benevolence of a god, however, does not imply 
'at lie acts as a moral judge. A friendly god is not 

generally supposed to bestow his favours gratuitously; 
lt. '* hardly probable, then, that he should meddle 
"'tli matters of social morality out of sheer kindli- 
lless and of his own accord. But by an invocation he 
llla- *;e induced to reward virtue and punish vice.

Early Beliefs and their Social Influence,
by E. W estermarck, pp. 21-30.

Acid Drops

tlllere  are a number of calculated attempts in 
(,"s country to stir up feeling against the Spanish 
-ernm ent on thc score 0f its alleged Atheism,
' Icn A is thought that the bugbear of Com- 

uiisni will not sufficiently serve. Tlie more re- 
donsible papers, both in London and in the pro- 
i ICos’ are free from this, but those that cater lor the 
ar'°1" 1.t’ anA regularly trade on their constant clients 
l^ .^ in g  up to their reputation. The Daily Mail bel- 
fio-ip ’n comPany with the Daily Express, that it is 
r^iitmg against Atheism, and therefore champions the 
oitl * Wll° are reported as blotting out whole villages, 
an ei 'vben they advance, so as to be sure not to leave 
^ enemy in its rear, or as an act of vengeance where 
A bv are forced to retire. The Universe, in its issue for 
asV(Ust I4. somewhat incautiously refers to the rebels 
w ,e Catholic forces,’1 and writes as though all that 
ti(as beil'g  aimed at by the Government was the destruc- 
u‘‘" llf the Churches and of religion. As this represents 

e rest of Spain as being made up of Atheists, it should 
Hi °° 0̂()̂ Ŝ  for anyone but readers of such papers as 
Wou 1,,euti°ncd to swallow. “  Catholic forces ”  is

rt 1 remembering.

iiiu be remembered that it has been pointed out by 
than one correspondent of such papers as the Daily 

Sraph and thc Times, that thc churches in SpainTele
bay,j. been used as hiding places for ammunitions by thc 
^ "Itin g generals, and that priests were actually using 

'nreli towers for sniping thc people. This accusation 
" ’ade in set terms by no less a person than Madame 

1̂ ’’’tessori, the famous educationalist, and a very strong 
r ""'an Catholic. And it is also worth while placing on 
I Un<l the following message sent to the News-Chronicle 

As sjiccial correspondent, Mr. I.angdon-Davics, on 
‘"'gust 14

.in making an impartial judgment of the Spanish Fas- 
eist revolution it is impossible to ignore tlie fact, aston- 
’s'iing to any Englishman, that in most parts of Spain 
ev-erv church has been burned by elements within the 
anti-Fascist movement in support of the legitimate 
democratic Government.

There are explanations, apart from Marxist and an­
archist antagonism to religion.

The complicity of five Church dignitaries with l'as- 
eisni cannot be denied.

The vast treasures found in sacred places were an in­
sult to the general poverty of the parishioners and were 
Haturally regarded as sinews of war for their opponents.

Moreover, the conscientious, mildly religious English­
men should remember the kind of religion that lias been 
thus destroyed here, which is well exemplified by tlie 
fact that the Bishop of Camplona has just granted ioo 
days’ plenary indulgence to anyone killing a Marxist.

A minority of Left fanatics have organized “ destruc­
tion squads,”  concentrated in the industrial towns and 
charged with the duty of destroying Church property.

They went from village to village raising the populace 
to the burnt sacrifice, lint hardly had the flames arisen 
than hands were stretched to put them out. Many 
things were saved by anarchists and syndicalists them­
selves.

Wherever the Catalan Left Republican Party was 
strong the damage was negligible.

Meanwhile, one of the rebel generals threatens to use the 
blood of the Government troops as cement to rebuild the 
Churches that have been destroyed. So much for the 
one leader of the “  Catholic forces.”  These “  Catholic 
forces,”  it should be added, include coloured Mohamme­
dan tribes who have a standing reputation for blood­
thirstiness and outraging women.

The Daily Herald, having at heart the education of 
the people, in a recent issue, informed them, in 
display type, that the Churches had arranged for more 
sun in order to save the crops. Now that a little fine 
weather has set in, the next step for the Daily Herald to 
take would be to inform the world that the finer weather 
followed the prayers, and to draw the logical conclusion 
therefrom. That might send up the circulation of the 
Herald among the chapels. But the prayers should have 
been whole-hearted and have asked for the restoration of 
the spoiled crops. That would have been an answer 
worth chronicling. The Herald is one of the papers that 
talks much of the need for quickening the intelligence 
of the working classes.

The Rev. John Maillard is appealing for £74,000 to 
purchase Milton Abbey, where he will carry on the 
Faitli-healing business. Maillard describes his job as 
“  the work to which it has pleased Alm ighty God to 
call me.”  It seems presumptuous to allege that God will 
be “  tickled to death” (as they say in the Movies) just 
because a “  Worm ”  gets £74,000 to buy a luxury 
house. But Maillard will get it all right. Barnum was 
right.

The Rev. J. S. Rattenbury says of the “  Divine Guid­
ance ”  of the Oxford Groups that “  superstitiously 
followed ” it leads directly to the lunatic asylum. It is 
strange that even when the average parson says some­
thing sensible he is nearly always impelled to say it in 
an idiotic way. This is probably due to the power of 
training of the force of habit. By “  superstitious”  Mr. 
Rattenbury means “  logical,”  and this is only another 
way of saying that if one trusts to divine guidance he 
is bound to go wrong. Divine guidance can only be 
trusted so long as it agrees with what we believe is right. 
To be sensible God’s advice must agree with a sensible 
man’s judgment. And the logical conclusion is ‘ ‘Why 
bother with God at all ?”

The Rev. J. T. Bell, in the Methodist rimes, declares 
that “  tlie supreme task which confronts the Christian 
Church to-day is the ethical reconstruction of society.”  
Well, “  ethical reconstruction ”  is not religion. It has 
nothing to do with imaginary heavens or hells, or mir­
acles, or Mass, or any of the nonsense which dis­
tinguishes Christianity. The Church may or may not 
have a social mission, hut the one object it really exists 
for is “ to bring men unto Christ,”  which is just as 
devoid of ethics as to bring men unto Jupiter. This in- 
sistanee on “  ethics,”  however, is a sign of the times. 
True Christianity does not seem very palatable nowa­
days to intelligent people.

Canon Armytage, who is also an M.A., lectured, thc 
other day, on “  Fundamentals of the Faith.”-—and quite 
naturally, declared, “ Firmly, I believe, and truly God is 
three and God is One.” He gave as a convincing proof 
of his proposition that “ only the trinitarian view of 
God can satisfy thc whole man, his intellect, his emo­
tions, his creative intuitions.”  And so that one can see 
how unanswerable is the Canon’s logic, he “  assumes ”  
first that “  all of you believe that the Father is God, the 
Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God.”  After that, 
011 the same assumption, we are ready to believe in 
Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp.

According to thc Canon, “  the idea of God as one, 
alone, in isolation is intolerable to our reason,” which, 
of course, is why Christians insist that there is a Mother
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of God, wlio is also his Virgin Wife, and also a Son of 
God who is himself, with a Holy Ghost, who is both 
God and the Son, thrown in, so to speak, to make the 
inevitable Trinity. All this is beautifully clear, and we 
are quite certain that most of the Canon’s readers and 
listeners will go away convinced Trinitarians— as, no 
doubt, they already were.

As for us, we prefer the simple explanation once given 
to 11s by a Trinitarian who showed that it was quite easy 
to get the “  hang ”  of the matter. He used as an an­
alogy the homely cup of tea. It consists, he said, of tea, 
sugar and milk— three things combined in one cup of 
tea. We really think this a better argument than that 
about God’s loneliness.

The Rev. J. A. Calata, writing in the Church Times 
admits that in his own country, Africa, “  Christianity is 
undergoing one of the severest tests of its life’s time.”  
He points out that the failure of the League of Nations 
“  to save the last African independent country from 
being grabbed by foul means by a European Christian 
power has created a lasting wound in the heart of 
Black South Africa.”  The native races see little of the 
Christianity preached so ardently by missionaries, prac­
tised by European nations in their dealing with the 
blacks; and Mr. Calata points out that “  some of our 
South African Europeans are inclined to underestimate 
the native anger,”  and that the recent “  jollifications 
held to celebrate the occasion of the African disenfran­
chisement ”  seemed like “  gloating over a down-trodden 
people.”

Many examples are given by Mr. Calata of the way in 
which the Christian South African Government is treat­
ing the native who looks upon all this legislation as 
“  closing the door to the native political advance to a 
full common citizenship in the land of their birth.”  And 
what he says goes far to prove that Christianity looks 
like having but a thin time in South Africa among the 
natives— which is all to the good if only they knew it.

A Roman Catholic editor settles the query that “ Jesus 
is G o d ” in a very simple way. “ Jesus claimed to be 
the Son of God and proved His claim by His miracles, 
etc. Therefore lie is worthy of belief in His claim.”  
Therefore “ Jesus is God.”  When anyone can establish 
such a claim in this easy way, why go to the trouble of 
writing big books on theology? Perhaps some people 
are more impressed with millions of words than with 
the “ sweet simple story of Jesus,”  told so wonderfully 
in a few.

h.'morle,?3 ° f - 'vorshiPPers. From Nazareth is being 
Plica of stones wherewith to build an exact re-
Phca of the “  Holy Shrine.”

1 he churches are beginning to wake up to the fad 
that the constant reiteration of the facts regarding the 
attendance at Church and Chapel in this country, is 110>) 
good business. “  G.J.,”  who writes the “  Free Church 
column in the Manchester Guardian, observes that y11' 
publicity is “  bad psychology,”  and seeing the criticism 
that may arise from Christians saying things not be­
cause they are true, but because they are good “ psych»- 
"g> is reducing the Church’s attitude to that 0 

commercial huckster, he makes some attempt to show 
u t  the attendance at Church is not so bad as all tha • 

'Veil, if anyone knows the facts, it is the Church. They 
could publish figures if they liked. We still believe, 111 
the absence of documentary evidence from them, that the 

recent attempts that are being made to show S'1*1;’ 
faction at the state of Church-going, are just the result 

the recognition by the wiser business elements in 6"; 
Churches that to let the public know the truth is “ ba(1 
business.”

“ G.J.’s”  crumbs of comfort are obtained in this w ■ 
He has taken a few personal observations during ho 
Sundays, two in large cities, two in small towns, ^  
has often found a difficulty in getting into the serv 
“  G.J.”  knows that the influx of attendants on 
occasions is caused by the opportunity given to P*-0! 
when on holiday to “  attend service”  in a fine, per /,, 
historic, building, and/or hear one of the “  crac ^ 
preachers. This custom is still recognized as 0lie^  
the ways of spending Sunday in Christian EngH ^ 
which sees to it that other more congenial way® 
barred.

“  G.J.”  admits, as he must, bad psychology °r £ ),c 
psychology, the falling off in Church attendance. 
says is tlie situation is not as bad as it is painted, 
is a small point. He attributes this to some extefl , 
the Big War. But the situation was becoming c", plC 
long before then. When Joseph Cowen was editor o  ̂
Newcastle Daily Chronicle about forty years ago, 0 ̂  
Sunday morning he planted a checker at the door 
every place of worship in Newcastle-on-Tyne. Tbc 
suits created a sensation over the whole of Chris 1 
England. The only criticism ever offered was that ' 
the time of the census many communicants were a' 
on holiday. Perhaps the numbers were affected slig''1 
because of this. But on the other hand the turning "P 
these units in bulk at Churches like St. Paul’s, 
minster Abbey and Brompton Oratory, would be cream - 
the impression in the minds of the “ G.J.’s ’ ’ of that da>> 
that all was well with Christian England.

The fly in the pie, however, comes in the Editor’s ad­
mission that the “  chronology and sequence of events of 
Our Lord’s childhood are rather uncertain.”  Rather 
uncertain indeed! Yet the miracles, “ etc.,”  are quite 
certain!

We are glad to note that Mgr. Gosselin quoted the 
Pope, the other day, as saying, “  That the Church’s aim 
is to evangelize, not to civilize.” This is quite true and 
should be sufficient answer to those people who are con­
stantly confusing “  ethics ”  with “  religion.” The idea 
of Christianity is to make people believe what the 
Church says they ought to believe, no matter how silly 
or stupid. And these things do not belong to the 
domain of ethics as such.

The little Norfolk village of Walsingham illustrates 
in a remarkable degree the old allusion to “  more money 
than sense.”  Once upon a time King Henry V III., 
in the intervals of marriage, bestowed on “  The Virgin 
of Walsingham ”  a valuable gold necklace— probably 
collecting it afterwards when despoiling the even then too wealthy Monastery. To-day when the village con­
tains only a few hundred inhabitants, a vast church is 
being built, 300 feet long, capable of accommodating

The “ Freethinker” Circulation Drive

It is proposed to celebrate the coming-of-age of *,c 
present editorship by an attempt to create a Sd 
stantial increase in the circulation of this paper. I 11 
plan suggested is : —

(1) Each interested reader is to take an ekh 
copy for a period of twelve months, and to use tn 
copy as a means of interesting a non-subscriber to t* 
point of taking the Freethinker regularly.

(2) So soon as this new subscriber is secured, 6lC 
extra copy may be dropped by the present subscribe*' 
Until this is accomplished, he will regard the eXtr; 
threepence weekly (for one year) as a fine for h1® 
want of success.

The plan is simple, and it is not costly; but it doc® 
mean a little work, and whether or not it is nm1̂  
blessed to give than to receive, it is certainly eaS'ef 
for most to give than it is to work. But in this ca®c 
it is the work alone that will yield permanent bench*' 
There are many thousands of potential readers in *be 
country; why not try and secure some of them?
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the freeth inker
F ounded isy G. W. FOOTE

6i Farringdon Street, London, Ë.C.4 
Telephone Pio. : Central 2412.

TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

The Literary Guide in calling attention to onr “ Circu­
lation Drive,”  remarks that we are fortunate in having 
so devoted a body of followers. We are, and we have 
always been alive to the fact. And although we have 
never worked for it, we trust we have done something to 
deserve it, and also trust that we shall never do any­
thing to lose it. There, so pretty a speech ought to make 
those who have not yet started the hunt for a new sub­
scriber to do so at once.

---- * "

L.R.—Asks us to “  take a look at the Hces Elbe,
the street, that front you in t h e "  ’are too damned 

How many people, educated or otherwise, answer
to do their own thinking ?”  We are afraid 

lsi very few. "
surely, How.1- - But the better way to P"‘ ‘h®0^ i o n ^  to 

.,  •» *vj\v many are capable, given Prof  [h“ % à tio n  is 
do their own thinking? Put in that . «lance.
"ot nearly so hopeless as it appears a ' , t0 receive

*• R. Macfarlane (Lake Loon, Canada).-Pleased 
ÿour inf4».—  ■*
°nelin ,1,ueresting letter. We appreciate your intellectual

ess’ hut education, general!}*, is a slow process. Weare -■ -«UIUJ
mernl t||me **idication of useful reading matter.
Uierp111''*'"^. ' ° u coP'es of the paper, and you will find

We com-
you the works cited in the series, ^or8 reading, 

knowing.” This is intended to be a K*" ^ dte from
interesting excerpts. '  -

—o that will well repay study. 
aiMOND.—The
5t froni
Keith review of We Europeans, by Sir Arthur

appeared in the Sunday Times a few weeks after 
,, lssuc of the book. The editor of the Sunday limes or 
, Publishers, Jonathan Cape, would be able to give you

exact date.
,, Holden (California) .—Thanks for papers, which are 
 ̂"a.vs acceptable and often useful. We are gladly send-‘‘iST or»r»:~-

M i,.°pies paper to the address given.

A,

I
readers i>., . 0—  —  -----------

Hanson r "eing sent f°r f°nr weeks.
■ '"Man— Much obliged for addresses of likely new

Paper 1".— Thanks for address of a likely new reader, 
P. jjy X1,ig sent for four weeks.

am ... °N— We are obliged for the new subscription. These 
J- t W adil-v increasing.

li
¿"•»■ itE-Many thanks for new reader, and for your 

l’,rls 1° increase sales.
'Riknte.—Y our securing two new subscribers m so 

hort a time ‘is excellent. It is an example of what may

C. Griffis’d e a t l f ' *° hcar Hie sad news of Mr. R.
 ̂ ('bituary will appear next week.

retUr Lrcethinker ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
re/W( difficulty in securing copies should be at once

fhe ofrCd io M s office.
S0cî o f  the National Secular Society and the Secular 
E.C  ̂ limited, are now at 68 Farringdon Street, London 

telephone: Central 1367.
by S *'>0 send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
atic^/Ling the passages to which they wish us to call

of ¡I 0r literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
a„; >e Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.q 

lk)icn 7  to thc Editor.
ticxi le services of the National Secular Society in con 
»111,°H Witlt Secular Burial Services are required, all cotn- 
KoJtft*«* should be addressed to the Secretary R. Ft.
e « giving as long notice as possible.

. Precthlnkcr ”  will be forwarded direct from the rub-
Tk

Office at the following rales (Home and Abroad)
III C) ycar' 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

" ...j eclucs and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
rle \e Pioneer Press,”  and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd., 

L t c t „ HWell Branch.”
notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 

i>iscr ^  Hlc first Post on Tuesday, or they will not be

Sugar Pluma

Nothing connected with the Freethinker of late has 
given us greater satisfaction than the appreciation with 
which the “  Things Worth Knowing ”  series has been 
received, and which has now been running for nearly a 
year. We are, of course, responsible for the selection 
only, but we are certain that no better series of articles 
have ever appeared in any paper. Care is taken that the 
selections shall be from good books only, and we pride 
ourselves that there is a unity of aim in the selections 
that gives them an additional value. The letters of ap­
preciation we have received make us feel proud of our 
readers, for they reflect upon their mental characters 
pleasingly.

The pleasure we have had in prowling round our book­
shelves and making the selection, has made us realize 
what a pleasant work it would be if we could devote 
time to a bibliographical catalogue giving an outline of 
important books (without regard to age), notices of the 
authors, and a critical appreciation of their works. It 
would be a labour of love and a useful labour, but it is 
one that we are never likely to have enough leisure to 
accomplish. “  Things Worth Knowing ”  must be taken 
as a very faint foreshadowing of what we should like to 
do.

A notice of Mr. Cutner’s Pagan Elements in Christ­
ianity appears in the Harrogate Herald for August 5. 
The writer does not like Mr. Cutner’s style, which is 
quite a matter of taste, but he does agree that the points 
are “ made shrewdly,”  agrees that be clearly establishes 
his point “  that what we call Christianity is merely 
paganism in a new guise,”  and thinks the booklet 
“  should prove of great assistance to those who are 
tempted to embark upon more detailed and serious 
study.”  And this is really all that matters. We hope 
our readers will take the hint, and secure copies of a 
useful little pamphlet. It will be sent post free for 
sevenpence.

Mr. G. Whitehead’s week in Leeds was one of thc 
most successful of the whole tour. Seven really good 
meetings were held, and interest was maintained until 
thc end. Many promises to join the local N.S.S. Branch 
were received. This week Mr. Whitehead will be in 
Blackburn, and will lecture in the Market each evening, 
also in the afternoon of to-day (August 23). Full par­
ticulars will be found in the Lecture Notices column. 
There is a Branch of the N.S.S. in Blackburn which will 
co-operate at all thc meetings.

A t the West London Police Court, on August 14, a 
man was charged with creating a disturbance at a Fas­
cist meeting. A man who was present at the meeting 
volunteered a statement, and the magistrate said lie 
would hear it. On discovering that the man did not be­
lieve in the Bible he was .told to stand down. Thc 
accused man asked for a week’s remand, but this was re­
fused, and he was fined £5.

\  '  —

r‘ffer j'""Kvr of people have availed themselves of our 
 ̂r,'etii‘ Se,1(l to new subscribers a year’s supply of the 

hirt 1 '"her with five shillings worth of selected litera- 
N  usual subscription of 15s. After the first
kej 'e rcgular subscription will rule, and we do not ex- 

many will grudge it.

This looks to us like a case for an appeal. The magis­
trate may have been within his rights in refusing to hear 
a witness, but he was certainly not justified in refusing 
to listen to a man because he did not believe in the 
Bible. It is really time that the Lord Chancellor (we 
think lie is the official concerned) took some notice of 
these police court magistrates who use their position to



538 t h e  f r e e t h in k e r A ugust 23, i936

vent tlieir own prejudices; If the case is as reported, 
it is a scandal that such a thing should have happened. 
Not believing in the Bible is an offence, or a disqualifi­
cation, unknown to British law, and as the man was 
witness for the accused, and the latter was found guilty, 
the offence becomes the more serious.

We are pleased to receive good reports of Mr. J. Clay­
ton’s lecturing campaign in East Lancashire. Mr. Clay­
ton breaks much new ground, and it requires both cour­
age and address to go into the “ wilds,”  often unsup­
ported by anyone he knows and deliver the gospel. It 
says something for Mr. Clayton’s address that he is able 
to do this, not merely in the face of strong opposition 
from many of the audience, but also to hold his 
own against police interference. We wish Mr. Clayton 
continued success in his work.

Nearly forty children were taken by the Liverpood 
Branch N.S.S. to an outing to Tliurtaston Common, on 
August Bank Holiday. The youngsters all enjoyed 
themselves, the weather was good, and those who were 
responsible were thus repaid for their efforts. There 
must have been many a worse day’s work on that Bank 
Holiday, and we congratulate the Branch on the success 
achieved.

Those of our readers who are on the look out for good 
books at reduced prices are advised to scan the list of 
remainders on the advertising pages of this issue. The 
l ’ioneer Press takes care not to handle books that cannot 
be commended for serious reading. We specially com­
mend in the list the books by W. J. Perry, and Sydney 
Hartland, without in the least decrying the remainder. 
Only a limited number of copies is available at these 
reduced prices.

Colonel George Easton, in a letter to the Morning Post, 
relates the following amusing story : —

When I was a subaltern a Church Parade was ordered 
to march from a camp on the River Humber to a small 
town about four miles off.

The Roman Catholics were separated from the rest, 
and, as there was no Roman Catholic place of worship 
in the town, they were allowed to remain in camp, where 
the adjutant, a Roman Catholic, addressed them—there 
being only half-a-dozen of them.

The Anglicans had a weary march under a hot sun 
and then, after the service, had to march back.

On the following Sunday a similar Church Parade was 
ordered, but when the order, “ Pall out Roman Catho­
lics ” was given, at least 50 men did so.

The adjutant told all those who fell out to sav the 
Lord’s Prayer. Those who said, “ Who art in Heaven,” 
remained in camp, hut the “  Which art in Heaven ” 
had to march to church.

We are indebted to the War Cry (New York) for the 
following information :—

The Society of the Godless is one of the divisions of 
the Junior Atheist League functioning in the high 
schools and colleges of the United States. Various local 
college groups operate under such names as God’s Black 
Sheep, the Devil’s Angels, the Damned Souls Society, 
the Circle of the Godless, the Legion of the Damned (the 
head being called “ His Satanic Majesty” ), the Hedonic 
Host of Hell-bent Heathen.

Freethinkers and their friends in the West Ham area 
are invited to join the local Branch party in an outing 
to Grange Hill on Sunday, August 30. Train 9.45 a.m. 
from Forest Gate Station (L.N.E.R.), cheap day return 
fare ninepence. Lunch will be carried, and tea will be 
arranged for at Lambourne End. If the present fine 
weather can manage to hold out until the 30th, there 
should be a large party, and a happy day in store for 
each member.

The Church in Spain
(From Creed and Character, by Chapman

Cohen)

(Concluded from page 517)

 ̂HE Moriscoes had i ■Prisoned and ‘ ! een tortured, threatened, im-
Christian’itv " urdered Into a nominal avowal of 
always 011 version under such conditions

gradually form«! Tw“  ^  doubt: and. there were
tlie purpose „  , I:art,es within the Church for
coes Onn o i ( Ca Question of the Moris-
tion; Th adV0Cated ^pulsion, the other extermina-
that I  prof« s"gg'estions offered were so monstrous

wor"s

the idea ^ n s' h1 envoy> Agostino Nani, writes that

at others the T i"trm ^ 3'" ” 1 °f 3 Sici,ian
Hideous as was T h E  - °f  3,1 nlaIe infalltS' ' ' 
at one time and Pr°Ject- *  was resolved upo
158.. w h e n P i  T  near bein-  attempted.
his chief eon sin W3S 111 Lisbon, a junto ot
Moriscoes to sea ‘f S ' ' ' «deluded to send the
resolved tint SC*ttIe vessels. . . - It«**
Azores the matter6" ^  fleet returned from the
de Leyva but" it , /  " n  be exec»ted by Aloi>sl’
fleet arrived it h a d 'm bandolIed> because when the
variant of this * °  be sen*- to Flanders. • • y

tins was the proposition, in 1590. d':lt■ all thethe Inquisition should proceed against a 
Moriscoes of the Crown of Castile, without S1 ‘ of 
the life of a single one— either inflicting natur ^

Not much more humane was the suggeS 0f 
Archbishop Ribera to enslave all the niae 
proper age and send them to the mines or

Moriscoes of the Crown of Castile, wn>‘^"- *raj 0r
s/*. >-«.  ̂ O . —  ̂' ■»  ̂ ----O -frit lilc<

civil death, or perpetual exile or the galleys 1 0[

nales 
gal

F'eroeious and inhuman as were all these pt°Jc s 
they evoked no scruples of conscience. Theo o -tl 
there were in plenty to prove that they 've. c0eS 
accord with the canons. By baptism the hi011,  ̂
had become Christians; as such they were subic .. 
the laws of the Church, and as heretics and ill  ̂
tates they had incurred the death penalty- • ' 9 
common sentence involving them all would 
service to God. So reasoned Archbishop R1 v|)0 
. . . Even more outspoken was F'ray Bleda> 
proved by irrefragable authorities that the 1 ^
coes could be massacred in a single day. ui":-urged massacre in preference to expulsion, 
that it would be a work of great piety and cl j^fC.
tion to the faithful and a wholesome warning to

..cali

'L,ssi''e
tics, and when expulsion took place his agg1 ' .|CJ 
piety found expression in the hope that, when 1 ^
upon the African coast, they would by 
aggravate the pestilence which, the previous 
had carried off iSo,ooo Saracens.

¡nit
It must be remembered that the people a£‘, |]ef 

whom these measures were to be used were " e' ¡r, 
turbulent nor criminal. They were the most d • 
able of subjects, and, with the Jews, formed y , 
stantially the industrial, commercial, agricuU1’1̂ , 
and scientific parts of the nation’s life. The" jiey 
offence— none other is even alleged— is that 
were not Christians. ^

The growing barbarity of the Christian 
was, indeed, very intimately related to the detty^i 
ment of Christian organizations. It was accomP3'. .̂ 
by a great increase in the number of religious T h ­
ings in Spain, and a development of religious fee . fC 
among the people. According to Buckle, there 
at this time upwards of 9,000 monasteries in SP g[ 
and one may assume a proportionate nuniber g0 
nunneries. . The diocese of Seville boasted of  ̂
chaplains. This rapid growth of religious h°l 
and of the clergy represented a severe drain up0" v 
material resources if the nation, and a still " 
terrible hindrance to the development of its 1,1 
lectual life.
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l’lulip II. was statesman enough f™as
many of the proposals submitted. 1 , r tbe
"lore complaisant. He was completely m 
influence of the Church, and it made t ie  n ma^e
Power. The first proposal for expu sion \ ^ at

1602, but it was not crntilSeptember 2 ’ ^’ c(ym_
die fateful decree was published. 11!! '. as t0
"lenced in the usual way, with a te<; a ‘ ]\Ioris-
d'e danger the country ran in harbouimg on(j_
cues first, because of their treas°na^  becaUse of 
«"ce with the nation’s enemies, seconu,
their heres
the a esies. It was, therefore, necessary to avert

anger of G o d — an expression of which jliacl been 
Seen in the recent defeat of the Armada ag t^ e
land—by expelling them the country . Moriscoes, 
days after the publication of the edict, al _

both sexes, were to leave the king 0111. were
ishment for disobedience was death. , as
Permitted to take as much property wit ^
could be carried on their backs, but no to
t'nee days prior to their embarkation - {oU1K\
re,iiain in their homes, and after that tin < ^
wandering about could be robbed by lc . to the 
v  killed. But the value of the Monaco® * 
country was admitted even here, as, 111 o 
serve the rice crops, irrigating canals, etc *
Jem of them were permitted to reiaa1111 somctliing 
lo instruct Christians 111 the ait ol ao g

t was prevented byResistance to this savage edict , The
tlle massing of troops at various c ‘ to 
Christian population, a c c u s t o m e d ^  
'egard the Moriscoes as people with0 ^
C'c publication of the edict as 1 1 1 states that
^  robbery and destruction. One ^ s t a t e s  t ^  
ln going from Valencia to San Matev a iu iu a

Jbs R'h of dead Moriscoes. 
t lip ■ , •to further application of the edict of expulsion 

d on as rapidly as possible, and in all cases there
w Parts of Spain where the Moors were resicjpnt

t\\lL sanie scenes of spoliation and outrage. Some 
Ri\"tV' flVe Ciousaiul passed from Aragon through 
\vu l' re’ 01 ovcr the liioiiiitains, into France. These 
a], refused admission at first, and only finally 
p l" cd to enter under very restrictive conditions, 
and ""'I ° f f°llr or hve thousand old men, women, 

children was sent to the summit of the moun- 
Se ' 011 the Bearnese frontier, and was left with but 
4o V Movisions. Fourteen thousand paid a sum of 
P^°00 ducats for admission into France, which was 
1 1 .p ,efUsed them, with the result that on the way 
Mat the majority died of pestilence or starvation.

°f those who voyaged to Africa never reached 
"ml"1 destination, the crews often murdering the men 
tp. outraging the women. Those who did land on 

African coast brought with them the reputation 
fti .I.t>SSessing money, and tliis exposed them to still 
n ler dangers in their efforts to reach the Moham- 
p ll" States. It is said that, of 140,000 that sailed 
;t ' Africa, upwards of 100,000 suffered death within 
\y. f w months after their expulsion from Spain, 

"cllever way we turn there is the same story of 
J-'d, cruelty, and religious intolerance.

, "W many of the Moriscoes were expelled it is im- 
..f^ible to say with certainty. The estimates vary 
a L’id.v. The figures range as high as one million, 
j * as low as 150,ood. Llorente calculated that 

. l0°o perished or were enslaved, and 900,000 were 
p ed. Mr. Tea leans to the opinion that the mun- 
t], " ’as probably about half a million. But neither 

c larger nor tlie smaller estimate alters the inagni- 
c, e of the crime. The suffering is as great in the one 

ISfe as in the other, and one’s judgment as to the 
1 influence of Christianity on the destinies of Spain 

' 11 hardly be affected by a variation in statistics.

The effects of the expulsion— first of the Jews, and 
later of the Mohammedans— on the mental and 
material life of Spain was soon apparent. It denuded 
the country of all that was valuable to its existence. 
It was, again to cite from Lea, “  universally recog­
nized that no Spaniard brought up his children to 
honest industry. Those who could not find a career 
in the army or service of the State were thrust into 
the Church; a single daughter would be furnished 
with a marriage portion, and the rest would be placed 
in convents. Navarette deplores the existence of 
four thousand Latin schools, crowded with the sons 
of peasants, while the fields were deserted, and those 
of the pupils who with a smattering of learning 
could not gain a living in the Church became beggars 
or tramps or robbers.”

The Church had “  purified ”  the country, and the 
price of purification was quickly apparent. Large 
tracts of land were left uncultivated, and ran to 
waste. Agriculture was neglected; and in the
towns, in many cases, a state of semi-starvation ex­
isted for some time. The cultivation of rice, cotton, 
and sugar, the manufacture of silk and paper, prac­
tically ceased. Instead of manufacturing at home, 
the Spaniards were compelled to purchase abroad. 
Before the expulsion, Seville alone possessed 16,000 
looms, giving employment to 140,000 persons. After 
the expulsion, only 300 looms were working. Tole­
do possessed fifty woollen manufacturers; in 1665 it 
had thirteen. The whole of the trade had been 
carried away by the Moors. Toledo lost its silk 
manufacture, Cordova its leather. In the sixteenth 
century Spain was famous for the manufacture of 
gloves; in 1665 this source of wealth had disappeared. 
Wealthy cities were reduced to beggary, and even 
many of the nobles had to apply to the State for re­
lief, their incomes having disappeared through the 
driving out of the Moors.

More serious than the influence of the Christian 
Church on the material life of the Spanish people 
was its effect on the intellectual and moral life of the 
nation. It is the fashion of many writers to attribute 
the rapid decadence of Spain to foreign wars and the 
drain of colonization. But the wars of Louis X IV . 
and of Napoleon exhausted France to a much greater 
degree; yet France recovered, while Spain decayed. 
And in colonization Flngland did more than Spain 
ever attempted. But in France intellectual vigour 
and intelligent industry remained; and while these 
continue the recuperative powers of a nation are in­
calculable. Of these elements Spain divested herself 
by the Jewish and Moorish expulsions. The intoler­
ance of her Christian rulers was gratified, and her 
success in extirpating heresy could not but secure the 
progressive impoverishment of the people.

Finally, there was secured a closer identification 
of the religious and the secular powers than existed 
anywhere in Europe. And this was necessarily fatal 
to the progress of the nation. For several centuries 
the struggle for the reeonquest of the country had 
gone on, and it was maintained against rulers who 
professed an alien faith. The consequence was a 
fusion of the nationalist and religious sentiments, 
perhaps as strong a combination as can be formed. 
The best culture of Spain had been Mohammedan, and 
those who understand Christian prejudices will real­
ize what this contributed towards keeping Christians 
in a state of hostility towards the higher learning. 
The fight against the Mohammedan power brought 
the secular rulers of the country more and more 
under the influence of the Church, until there was 
finally no power and no influence that could success­
fully oppose its demands. F'or several centuries Mo­
hammedan Spain had stood as the most civilized 
country in the world. It became Christian, and
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from that time Spain stood before the world as a 
striking example of how easily a country may be 
brought to the very verge of ruin once the Christian 
Church assumes complete control. The consequence 
of that control was well summed up by Buckle : —

While every other country was advancing, Spain 
alone was receding. Every other country was mak­
ing some addition to knowledge, creating some art, 
or enlarging some science. Spain, numbed into a 
death-like torpor, spellbound and entranced by the 
accursed superstition which preyed on her strength, 
presented to Europe a solitary instance of the con­
stant decay. For her no hope remained ; and before 
the close of the seventeenth century the only ques­
tion was by whose hands the blow should be struck 
which would dismember that once mighty empire 
whose shadow had covered the world, and whose 
last remains were imposing even in their ruins.

I have taken Spain as an example because it en­
ables one to see Christianity at work. And I have 
limited my survey to the sixteenth and sevententh 
centuries in order that the issue should not be 
clouded by more recent events which might give rise 
to other questions. We can see the country Christian 
and non-Christian; we can note its re-Christianizing, 
the steady suppression of heresy, and the decay of j 
the greatness and prosperity of Spain. There is no 
need for a recondite theory to explain the national 
decadence. Least of a1!, need we invoke the popular 
superstition of racial decay. A people are what their 
institutions make them. Given healthful institu­
tions, and a nation may secure practical immortality, 
but given unhealthy ones, and national degeneration 
is assured.

In Spain the principal cause of decay was the pre­
ponderating influence of the Church. For genera­
tions the country had been depleting itself of its 
finest intellects and of its most independent spirits. 
It became dangerous to think, suicidal to express 
one’s opinions. By a dual process of elimination and 
terrorism, Spain divested herself of all that was best 
in her national life, which would have enabled her to 
weather those storms to which she was exposed. 
Such intellect as the country possessed ran more or 
less to religion. The Churches were crowded but 
the fields were deserted. Spain made itself the most 
Christian country in Europe. It also ensured itself 
being tire most backward.

Chapman Coiien.

to off0* ,S a^ e *° I)r°tect him from evils, leads him 
disen^  PIayers, and sacrifices, and to attribute the 
occurnm °  ‘f t.t C’’ the misfortunes of man, and the

gods he w ori,As!aStating n3tUral Phenonlena’ t0 the

an linrr '■ lu,Re ]las ever teen given that will convince 
I an. n«t . 1Ce,d mmd °f  the existence of a God. If 
not evi f'e t VV 1L̂ ler ^ can be proved that God does 
do tb l t ’ , niay answer, No. But on what grounds 
a teaolii ̂ ,lc lers religion advance as incontrovertible 
can’t |1P' r  'at rests on 110 better ground than that it 

e C lsPr°ved ? One might enquire of the priest,
Why do you put forward as a fact, as 

vertible, what cannot be more than a 1 
bility?”  Does not the constantly changing

incontro-

: consuuiuy u ia n s—n̂   ̂
religious doctrine prove that much of the pries y ‘ 
titude involves deliberate lying of the most 1 esl
able kind ? 11 act

Is it not time, therefore, that priests shoit < ‘ 
and think logically and honestly, and at most l,rea 
their doctrines as nothing more than a pack of P()̂ _ 
latcs, often at variance with our experience, but 
tainly not as comprising anything that can hone 
he called truth. Is it consistent with holiest t 
ing to preach as incontrovertibly true that which 11U ? 
at any moment be shown to be unmistakably w ^  
Priests may be animated by good intentions,  ̂
people are, but even they ought not to forget ^  
nothing really good can be built on such a f°11" 
tion. Nature lias given us brains and heart, that^m 
intelligence and sympathy, and it is to these 
clergy should appeal, not in furtherance of some ^ 
ternal command, but in harmony with natur;

of the

of
On

The Curse of Blind Belief

IT is sometimes argued that since, in one form or 
another, belief in a supreme being is practically uni­
versal, there must be some essential reason for it, and 
that this belief points to the actual existence of deity. 
That there must be some ground for the belief is cer­
tain, but that the belief itself corresponds to the ob­
ject believed is as certainly wrong.

The very origin of the word “ God ”  is obscure. It 
has never beep definitely ascertained what is the 
origin of this word. The Concise Oxford Dictionary 
says it is perhaps derived from the Aryan “  gheu,” 
to invoke or sacrifice. This may give us presump­
tive evidence of the origin of the belief in some im­
agined power as the progenitor of natural phenomena 
to whom sacrifices and petitions were offered. But 
once in existence man develops the idea, and in ways 
that inflict injury upon himself and his fellows. He 
mistakes ignorance for knowledge. Diseases and dis­
asters, instead of proving to him the absurdity of be­
lieving that this God he has called into existence is

and in obedience to an intelligent appreciation 
duties of communal life.

It is clear that doctrines enunciated in the name 
religion, in these days, fail to secure obedience.  ̂
the other hand, if these are placed on one side a 
morality taught on its true basis, and our educa 1 
suited to such teaching, the childish notion () 
heavenly existence after this life would be discan ^  
and man left free to create his own heaven 011 elU. 
Love of truth should convince all that no doctrl 
that contradicts experience can he taught with 1|1(> 
to society. There is much connected with ourse' 
and nature that still lies beyond our power 01 - 
planation, and the less we know about things 
more ready are people to listen to the religious 
planation that is offered, but long experience sh°n 
have taught 11s that the religious explanation ho ‘

a lack'
dis­

to

its ground only so long as positive knowledge is 
ing. When that exists the religious explanation 
appears. There is only one great heresy— heresy 1 
truth; that is the one form of heresy that no chmc 
and no religion has ever denounced.

Consider the moral and scientific aspect of relig'01'* 
teachings. The Bible is the doctrinal source  ̂
Christian belief. But it makes no mention, ;lt11 
shows no consciousness of the extent of the univy ■ 
that God is said to have created. It knows noth'1 
of the nature of the various planets, or as to whetl] 
any of them may be inhabited or not. If they are 1,1 
habited it docs not tell 11s how these can esC''l,L 
damnation, since it is only by Jesus Christ that I,|L 
can be saved, and we are not told that lie goes 1 
every planet on which life exists to die for the sab’* 
tion of that planet’s inhabitants. And by "r*1“

| means can one man be morally saved by the sacril"-1 
of another? Nature teaches, and science eudote' 

' the truth, that man must bear the natural comL 
' quences of bis acts, whatever these may be. 0 '\L. 
can no more bear the moral consequences of anotheI 
actions tliau one can take on the physical coW’1' 
quences of another’s conduct.
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Why was man created at all ? (/ û  but'
in need of him. He could Rive God not̂  R- 
man liavinR been created had a right 0 ‘ waJ
'ie should lie treated justly and fairy. v . pe 
not treated fairly. He was placed amid da R 
natures of which he could not appreciate r()1 j 
'vith passions and appetites he co”  \  1 exerc;se of 
And then he is damned because o - ,
these passions, and because he succumbedl to 
hangers lie could not protect liunsel a ‘̂ 1 Ced
man was intended for heaven, why was lie 1 ‘ 
there at the beginning? {(>r which

Consider also the subject of praye . ;ust
"e pray must either be just or wnjus . . ^  love
a Cod who is the personification of ] • , ror
should have given it to us before it are
And if it is unjust, does it not loo| C ^  fQ do that 
fymg to bribe God by praise and flatte y■ ^
"'hich is wrong? The very act of praver 1 ^
('°d is neither vigilant in his care for 1 »

« » ¡ „ g  „is favours- The H  -  
11Qt pray will receive nothing» the 
may receive everything. , , • i.;ndness

When we thank a fellow creatine ^  tpat
!» os, we that he ,m?ht have
hindness. Do we really believe t ■ ^ a conse-
"lay to God to be kind to us that he ^  w£ must 
'lUence, be unkind? Christians e ^ what
1101 measure God by human standards. > ?
°fher standard of measurement can an.

han we imagine a greater lie than that told by the 
hnests that all earnest prayer will be heard? A
it !s noways earnest; it is not less earnest because 

t
• miction of an enemv is not less earnest than 

Pray*

,lshs for something we regard as bad. The prayer for

Ver for the curing of a sick man. 
Prayer is not heard and answered.

And all earnest 
People pray for

Pray f<l1 Sea’ hut how many are drowned! People 
itn,i. 01 fhe safety of those belonging to them who

filóse

WorkAll Hi mines, but how m any of them are killed ! 
Ctrl e.aniest Prayer is not heard, or if it is heard, it is 

aiiMy not answered.
„n^Ie. v’ery notion of prayer, or propitiation, points 
a|> ''’"vocally to the primitive origin of gods. For 
^  Prayer is supplication, and it is a supplication to 

m person, more powerful than himself, which 
1; . ’I't’ve man addressed to the supernatural being or 
I'll ." h'ch his own ignorance and fear had created, 

«e ls no need to go back to primitive times for 
L*11Ce °f the truth of this. It is present in every 

v n ?f prayer. Man never prays for that which lies 
0f ,llu '" s grasp. It is always when he is in a state 

afilenient, mental, moral, or physical, that he 
Air help from God. Prayer is a confession of ig-

It is said that it 
wuiiuii, This may lie. but too often it is the 

,(lll<' °f comfort that man gets from the whisky bottle; 
o'nfort that weakens in the act of comforting.

J11'1 ance, weakness, helplessness 
'."'Rs comfort

find relief cannot but act as a corrupting influ- 
ni human conduct. It appeals to man at his 

! " est, not at his highest. Tt teaches him to rely 
110,1 the help of some purely imaginary being in- 
4,1 of on bis own intelligence and strength. The 

 ̂ "of 0f js si10Wn jn fi,e fact that it is where the 
'■ ■ "est reliance is placed upon prayers and petitions, 

pisses, sacrifices, the bel]) of God, that civilization is 
. "s lowest. The whole history of mankind shows 

f ‘u tilt; lower the standard of civilization the more 
f r̂Ve"t the religious belief, tlpe less tendency there is 

estion the truth of religious doctrines. The 
of human history in any part of the world will 
demonstrate the truth of this. Priests have 

, .‘messed this to he the case when they have so

f i ’fiyfUlly

needed reforms. When in an learns to rely upon him­
self lie ceases to depend upon God.

Blind belief is a principle that can never enable 
man to reach anything of real or permanent value, 
and nothing of lasting good can be built upon a basis 
of primitive superstitions and primitive paltering 
with the truth. To assert that man’s moral life is 
threatened by a rejection of religious beliefs is, on 
the face of it, absurd. Morality does not rest on so 
flimsy a foundation that it can seriously be injured 
by a resolute attempt to follow with regard to human 
conduct that same line of investigation that has been 
found to be profitable with regard to other aspects of 
human life. The exigencies of ordinary everyday 
life, combined with what man lias learned of his own 
past history, and supported by the discoveries of 
science, are surely enough to supply man with all the 
knowledge and inspiration lie requires. Once we get 
rid of the numbing effect of inherited influences 
and the way is clear for man to make new efforts 
probably and profitably to direct liis own life. There 
can he no true progress which does not recognize the 
true relation that exist between man and the world 
around him. Devotion to God is then replaced by 
service to man, and fear of the unknown and of a 
mythical after-life, with all their paralysing influ­
ences on human will, disappear for ever. Man is left 
with devotion to knowledge, art and rational recrea­
tion, with the desire to do good to all, and with the 
knowledge that in doing good to all, he is also reap­
ing the benefit of his actions. It is an unpardonable 
offence t6 aim, as so many are doing, to keep man­
kind upon the level of savages.

Not until blind belief, with all its hypocrisy, shall 
have been replaced by real, intelligent love for one’s 
fellows; not until our education and oUr lives shall 
have been replaced by a genuine love for true moral­
ity and respect for honest thought, will it be possible 
to touch the fringes of an ideal existence. You can­
not build a desirable life on lies.

Religious doctrines have ever been, and can he 
naught other than, the curse of mankind.

W. M a u r ice .

Correspondence

CHURCH AND BIRTH-CONTROL 

To the E ditor  of the “  F reeth inker  ”

S ir ,— It lias been implied that the root of the hatred of 
the Churches for birth-control is pure selfishness. It is 
much worse and more dangerous. If the Churches were 
merely seeking their own interest, they could annex 
birth-control as easily as they have annexed birth, mar­
riage, and death. But their religion is at least partly 
genuine; that is, they believe in a jealous Ood who dis­
likes to see us enjoy anything very keenly except wor­
shipping him, and whose approval is best won by fast­
ing, celibacy, and self-denial in general, the more futile 
the better. Now some unknown power, presumably not 
the Christian God, has given men and women a sex 
instinct which makes possible an enormous amount of 
happiness at no cost. So it is the first duty of a 
Christian to reduce this happiness to a minimum. See 
Pope Gregory’s letter, quoted in Bede, on the essential 
wickedness of sex-pleasure, even in marriage. Now 
birth-control enables more people to have more of this 
pleasure at less cost; hence the Christian is bound to op­
pose it, his perfectly conscientious belief that every 
human desire is wrong (except perhaps, the desire to 
inflict pain, a desire the Bible nowhere condemns).

’"terly opposed new ideas and obstructed much-1 C ai.dw ei.i. IlARI’UR.
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i
FIXED IDEAS

S ir ,— My request that you be generous enough to pub­
lish this letter, is prompted by the desire to assist those 
of your readers, who may have been present, but did not 
understand my question put to Mr. Whitehead at his 
meeting at Deeds on the ioth inst.

If a person is suffering under the dominating folly that 
lie is the Holy Ghost, he is placed in an asylum. But 
those persons who are dominated by the stupid chatter 
about the sacredness of Morality, Legality, Humanity, 
and a thousand other children of spookology, are 
allowed to roam at large and preach their hallowed doc­
trines, because the world asylum is so extensive. Fixed, 
like a madman’s delusion, these ideas have a firm hold. 
Touch their fixed ideas, then you may have to defend 
yourself against the vindictiveness of the maniacs, whilst 
the stupid populace hounds the desecrater of its sacred 
nonsense. Under the power of the Christian Church the 
heretic was the unbeliever, worthy of death and hell fire. 
To-day the heretic is he who laughs, scoffs, and dese­
crates morality, etc., and is relegated to the “  thieves 
kitchen,”  by the fanatics who ridicule Christianity! 
There is no essential difference between the Christian 
and the Atheist. The one appeals to God, the other to 
“ truth, light, justice, etc.”  He who attacks morality has 
both to deal w ith ; the sacredness of God is exchanged 
for the sacredness of moralit),-. The Atheist rages and 
hurls his ideological bombs at the head of the Christian, 
without being conscious of the fact that he himself re­
mains— a moral Christian; who believes in a spiritual 
hierarchy. The Atheist certainly gets rid of the narrow 
idea, the God, but creates another and calls it morality 
or some other spook; he remains religious, bound to an 
idea.

Rationalists, Atheists, oppose Christianity in the State, 
and exalt Morality, Legality, etc., to the hierarchic 
chair as the “ pillar of social life and the State.”  The 
Christian makes God the law giver; the others overthrow 
God and replace him with m an; man with his revelations 
becomes God.

The “  bad ”  man exists only in the heads of the 
“  good,”  who denounce him and relegate him to hell or 
the equivalent. That is the limitation of the moralist, 
legalist, humanist; they are possessed by police senti­
ments.

For them, a person is either moral or immoral; they 
never consider putting the idea, morality itself, to the 
annihilating power of criticism. The moral world is 
full, cram full of liars, cheats, thieves, seducers, etc. 
And so the virtuous vegetate in virtue as subjects do in 
subjection.

Only by the annihilation of this world of spookology, 
can we come to self-determination, and be free from ideo­
logical fanatics.

A . S. E . Panton.

Obituary

W ii.i.iam James (B ill) W ii,liams

T he many friends of William James Williams will hear 
with regret of his death, which took place in the Bolton 
Royal Infirmary on August 5. He was well known in 
Bolton Socialist activities, being a member of the local 
party, also a member of the Clarion Cycling Club. His 
Freethought opinions were well known, and apprecia­
tion of the late G. W. Foote and Colonel Ingersoll were 
favourite topics of his conversation. He was buried at 
Atherton on August 10, where before a large number of 
relatives and friends an impressive Secular Service was 
conducted by Mr. II. M. Partington.

There is no absurdity so palpable but that it may be 
firmly planted in the human head if only you begin to 
inculcate it before the age of five, by constantly repeat­
ing it with an air of great solemnity.— Schopenhauer.
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SUNDAY L E C T U B E  NOTICES, ®tc‘
Lecture notices must reach 61 Farrlngdon Strsrf# be 

E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they re 
inserted.

LONDON

OUTDOOR (Victoria
Bethnal Green and LIackney Branch N.S.S.

Park, near the Bandstand) : 6.30, Mr. A. Leacy.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone P011̂ ’ ^  Mr.- • o.0> ■ust1,. L .U U1J .  -  A neri
Park, Hampstead : 8.0, Monday,

N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : ^°¡
Li,

Road,

stead) : 11.30, Mr. L. Ebury. Highbury Corner 
Saphin. South Hill 
24, Mr. L. Ebury.

South L ondon Branch ____ ,
Mr. L. Eburj'. Rushcroft Road, opposite Brixton ^ 
Hall, 8.0, Tuesday, August 2.5, Mr. P. Goldman. Qroiit
Clapham Old Town, 8.0, Friday, August 28, Mrs. *<•

West H am Branch N.S.S. (Comer of Deanery 
Water Lane, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. I. Greenhouse.

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3-3°>
Messrs. Bryant, Wood, Evans, Tuson and Connell- ^  
(Messrs. Saphin, Bryant, Wood, Evans, Tuson, Lacey ^  

Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. Wood, Bryan^.^^
_ Thursday, 7.30, Messrs. Saphin and Wood. •oSjCi

7.30, Mr. A. Leacy and others. Freethinker on sale at 
Should be ordered in advance to avoid disappointmen ■

Connell.
Tuson.

COUNTRY

OUTDOOR.
, , ,  >lr-

Ashington (Grand Corner) : 7.0, Frida)-, August -o 
J. T. Brighton.

„ • 8.a,
Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. (Well Lane) • 

Tuesday, Mr. D. Robinson, A Lecture. Literature on

Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (The Market) : 3-°, at 
Whitehead. Mr. Whitehead will speak in the Mar "e 
7.30 each evening until Friday, August 28. Literature 
sale at all meetings.

t Cliff"Burnley Market : 7.30, Tuesday, August.,25,. Mr. J- 
ton.

, n . 8.0'
Chester-le-Street Branch N.S.S. (Bridge End) • ^

Friday, August 21, Mr. H. Dalkin—“ An Examination 
the Evidence for the Existence of God.”

* vVal"L iverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive, opposite 
ton Baths) : 8.0, A Lecture. St. James Blount, LiverP° 
8.0, Wednesday, A Lecture.

BIanchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields) : 7.0, Mr- 'V- 
Atkinson— “ Humanity and War.”

Mr.
BIorpeth (Blarket Place) : 7.0, Saturday, August 22.

J. T. Brighton.

North Shields (Harbour View) : 7.0, Tuesday, August L” 
BIr. J. T. Brighton.

Padiham : 7.0, Sunday, August 23, BIr. J. Clayton.

R ead : 7.30, Monday, August 24, BIr. J. Clayton.
Sheffield (Barker’s Pool) : 7.30, BIr. E. V. BirktW 

“ Christianity and Anti-semitism.”

Stockton (Market Cross) : 7.0, Monday, August 24,
J. T. Brighton.

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Gill Bridge Avenue) : 7'°’ 
Mr. J. T. Brighton.

T ees-Side Branch N.S.S. (Davidson Street) : 8.0, Tuesdâ  
August 23, Brr. H. Dalkin—“ The Roman Catholic Church 1 
Spain.”

Woksthokne : 7.30, Friday, August 21, BIr. J. Clayt°n'
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The Bible and Prohibition.I b i b l e  a n d  b e e r !

B y  G. W . F O O T E . j
I A careful examination of the Relation of the Bible j 

aQd Christian opinion to the Drink Question. !

J  P r i c e  -  T w o p e n c e .  B y  P o s t  3 d .  j

I Tu* Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j 
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i The Christian Sunday : Its History 
| and Its Fruits
j B y  a . d . M c L a r e n  

J TTice 2d . -----------------P o stage Jd.

u n w a n t e d  c h il d r e n
 ̂ a Civilized C o m m u n ity there should be no 
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Au Abridged List (16 pages) of Birth Control Requisites 
and Books sent post free for a ij^d. stamp.
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An Expqsition of the Subject in the Light of the 
Doctrines of Evolution.

By Chapman Cohen.
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SECOND EDITION.
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Eugenics and the Future, etc. Published 
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The Problem of Sexual Hygiene—Eugenics 
and Love—The Significance of a Falling 
Birth-rate, etc. Published 6/-. Price 2/9. 
Postage 4^d.

Impressions and Comments
Essays. Published 6/-. Price 2/9. 
age 4d.

Post-

Affirmations
Literary Essays. Published 6/-. Price 
2/9. Postage 4^d.

: Authordoxy
By A lan IIandsacre

A Careful and Slashing Criticism of G. K. 
Chesterton’s Orthodoxy. Published 5/-.

| Price 1/6. Postage 2d.

j All as new. Only limited number of copies

Obtainable from T he Pioneer Press, 
61 Farringdon Street,

E.C.4

I
i
I
!
i
I
I
I
\
\
)

______________________________*

CREED AND CHARACTER
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1. Religion and Race Survival

2. Christianity and Social Life

3. The Case of the Jew
4. A Lesson from Spain

Price 4d.

BRAIN and MIND
—  BY ---i

| Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH.
! ------------------------------ —
| This is an introduction to a scientific psyc^ 
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PAGAN ELEMENTS I
(

IN CHRISTIANITY

H .  C U T N E R l

The author has here collected a number of 
the most striking facts about the origin 01 
Christian institutions, such as Christmas 
Day, the Sabbath, Easter, the Virgin Birth, 
the Cross, etc,, and shown, from reliable 
authorities, that they were all indubitably 
Pagan. A chapter is devoted to the Pagan 
origin of the Mass, with many illustrative 
comments; and finally there is an entertain" 
ing account of Holy Relics, thus exposing one 
of the grossest frauds in the history of the 
Christian Church. This little work should be 
on the bookshelves of all “  fighting ”  Free­
thinkers.
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