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Views and Opinions

1 et,h°ught and Communism
(i1(]^U'Sl' that wliat has been said concerning the atti- 
tlp L> fhe N .S.S. to a “  Common Front ”  will clear 

a"-v' misunderstanding that may exist. We need

illvi; ' (;v'ays been part of our policy. But when we are

ap]^1'8 meaning a sinking of differences in order to 
;i(]v yVe an agreed end, it involves agreement in the 
such^y a P °Vlcy w^l1 which our organization, as 
• h has nothing to do, the Common Front looks 

L ahsorption of one party by another. The pro-

to adopt it because a Common Front

t° join a Common Front, and find that instead

Uk,

.̂j‘Unihe savours too strongly of a political party 
]ifp0se Principles vary as self-interest dictates. And

K w°uld be very poor indeed if it held nothing 
cjjsjjltfr or better than the shifty practices and crafty%hejr

rresties of the political world. The N.S.S. does
h avow one thing in principle and disavow it in 

' ractice 
fooled.
’^liticai
>t li.
or

It cannot be bribed, but neither can it be 
We do pot, in taking this stand, say that 
action is of no consequence, but simply that 

L's outside our organization. It is, of course, open 
I*}]- ailyone to say that we ought to take part in 
,1 ' llcal action; but it is not consonant with honest 
:i||(] " T  and self-respect to gain support—financial 
Hie 0t'lcrvv’se—t°r one set of aims, and then utilize 
that Ŝ ?F°rt gicen for other aims. In ordinary life 

T ]1S ca^et̂  obtaining things under false pretences, 
lol U,S when Mr. Lindsay asks (Freethinker, July 
, Whether the N .S.S. cannot subscribe to a policy 

le separation of religion from the State, (2) the

th.

ra<r uatlVe churches to be opened within a three-mile 
of 118 should a vote demand them, (3) the separation 
hor, gi°us instruction from education, and (4) the 
q,. < oni of all citizens to follow whatever religion 
f0iy °hoose, the answer is, Yes, to numbers one and 

> Yes, also to number three, provided the rule

'n S,l,n^ ° f  churches by a majority vote of the people 
alp.,.*6 district in which the churches are situated,

applies only to the State lending help of any kind to 
the giving of religious education, No, to number 2. 
We have always worked for the complete separation 
of all religion from the State, and we are 
ready to join hands with anyone in accomp
lishing these purposes. His political and re
ligious opinions, apart from these objects, will 
not concern us at all. But we also hold that while it 
is not the business of the State to support religion, 
ueitfier is it its business to persecute it. Settling by 
a vote the question of whether a given number of 
people shall worship in a Church is ridiculous. Put 
this policy into operation in this country, by religious 
people, and no gathering of Freethinkers would be 
permitted. Belief is not a thing to be settled by a 
vote, nor is the truth of a teaching to be decided by 
counting noses. If language is to have a definite 
meaning, freedom for every citizen to follow what
ever religion he pleases must mean that the same 
rights of meeting, expression of opinion, and teach
ing shall exist for everyone, with equal protection iji 
the exercise of these rights. This has always been 
the policy of the N .S.S., and so long as I continue 
President it will remain so.

In making this position quite clear I have said all 
that is really material to the point raised by Mr. 
Lindsay. We are always ready to join hands in a 
genuinely common front. I f  others are sectarian 
enough to refuse help because we will not bind our
selves to the advocacy of things that lie outside the 
Society’s scope, a policy that is strongly reminiscent 
of “  There is no name under heaven save that of 
Christ Jesus by which men may be saved,”  then they 
must pursue their “  egotistical ”  and “  sectarian ”  
policy alone. The N .S.S. does not bar its members 
from pursuing any political or sociological policy 
they please, so long as it does not conflict with the 
principles and objects of the Society, and not only is 
the vast majority of Freethinkers keenly interested in 
political and sociological questions, but it is among 
Freethinkers that most advanced political and econo
mic policies have had their rise. The “  common 
enemy ”  recognizes this in the opposition that he has 
always shown to Freethought.

*  # *

Is  Communism Essential P
I think I have now said all that is actually necessary 

to make clear the position of the N .S.S. But I do 
not wish even to appear to treat Mr. Lindsay curtly, 
or scurvily, or to give the impression that if what is 
said is passed in silence, then judgment against us 
must go by default. And here I may say that I  quite 
fail to see the pertinency—in relation to the issue 
raised—of the criticism passed on J .  M. Robertson 
and Sir Arthur Keith. Assuming Mr. Lindsay’s 
opinion of these two to be quite justified, they are 
found guilty of a charge with which we as an organ
ization have nothing to do. Neither of the two were



514 THE FREETHINKER August

members of the N .S.S., and if they were they are in
dicted on counts with which the Freethought Move
ment has nothing to do. Personally, I  thought Sir 
Arthur Keith’s criticism of the Race question in his 
review of We Europeans, a particularly unenlightened 
and quite unscientific piece of writing, but if he had 
been a member of the N .S.S., and any one had raised 
the question in Committee or at the Annual Confer
ence, I should have ruled it out of order, just as I 
should rule out of order an attack on Communism. 
It is a curious conception of freedom that will permit 
a man to speak when he is right, but is not equally 
careful of guarding his right to speak when he is 
wrong. It is this last that needs carefully guarding. 
The first is admitted hy the Roman Church, and by 
every brand of Fascism.

Mr. Eindsay argues that if we are against Fascism 
and religion, we ought to take sides with Marxian 
Communism, or we may wake up one of these days 
and find our hardly-won liberties destroyed. I admit 
the danger; I also admit the extent to which estab- j 
lished interests are coquetting with Fascism, and 
have dwelt constantly upon both points; and for many 
years the Freethinker has insisted upon the danger of 
the education that was being given the public mind 
in the encouragement to disturbance of public meet
ings, by members of both the “  left ”  and the 
“ right.’ ’ The result of that education on the public 
mind by familiarizing it with disorderly meetings, 
and on the official mind by encouraging that tendency 
to interference with individual freedom that seems in
herent in every kind of officialdom, has quite war
ranted all that we have said. The public mind does not 
act individually, but collectively, and the direction of 
mass mentality is mainly determined by the kind of 
special environmental influences that have been 
created.

But Mr. Lindsay has seen fit to make his appeal for 
a “  Common Front ”  a plea for the adoption of 
Marxian Communism, and with the soundness or un
soundness of that theory we have nothing to do, ex
cept so far as it affects the special principles for which 
we stand. In commenting upon this part of Mr. 
Lindsay’s essay, I must ask the patience of my readers 
in dealing with the first principles submitted. Mr. 
Lindsay lays down certain principles and assumes, 
rather than proves, that if we admit these principles 
Marxian Communism follows as a matter of course. 
My difficulty here is that many of the principles 
stated may be admitted, but I do not see that Marxian 
Communism necessarily follows. They strike me as 
principles of logical method or statements of the laws 
governing social aggregates, and while they may be 
used to justify Marxian Communism, they may as 
easily be used to justify some other form of socio
logical theory.

I would also have agreed with much of what Mr. 
Lindsay says concerning the evils of the present 
economic system, and also the tricks and practices 
to which those in power will resort to maintain their 
position and power. With regard to the first, I  do not 
think that words can condemn too strongly the 
faults of a system under which the enormous increase 
in the power to produce food results in hunger, the 
ability to manufacture more clothes than can he worn 
results in people being badly clad, and when no 
better way of cultivating friendly relations with one’s 
neighbour can be devised than that of getting ready 
to drop explosive bombs on him.

And with regard to the second point, my distrust 
of vested interests (not necessarily financial interests) 
goes deeper even than that of Mr. Lindsay. For I 
distrust every official class, big or little, Conservative, 
Liberal, Socialistic, Fascistic or Communistic, and
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onment^f imperative need of encouraging the dcvel- 
0 a cntieal and independent public opinion'T'lif'

so that this official interest may be kept in order. The

moment we have a governing body-—and I  am afraid 
" e shall have to put up with one for so long that 
consideration of what will happen in its absence is not

practical politics ” —that governing body will fight 
for its own continuation. The law of self-preserva
tion applies to corporations as well as to individuals- 
It is not always a monetary interest that is in ffiies 
lion. Position, power, distinction, ranging fro»1 :l 
small committee to Prime Minister, will operate, and 
it is in lelation to this vital sociological fact that the 
principle of freedom of thought, speech and public-1 
tion is always of vital interest to the progressive well
being of society.

As is customary with those who attack what they 
call abstract thinking, it generally happens that they 
are actually thinking in abstractions all the tune, 
a procedure which is camouflaged by the appeal to 
concrete facts in support of their metaphysical vie"'- 
I'or, example, I share Mr. Lindsay’s admiration f°r 
the acuteness of M arx’s analysis of the ideal capita - 
mtic society—although, I  must guard myself by ad
mitting that economics is not my “ long suit.”  
was doing what every scientist does, that is, isolating 
a special phenomenon from its associations, in order 
to study its native tendencies. But the tendencies 01
any system studied in this way, are not quite

those

which it exhibits in practice. Other factors 
operate which may either modify or exaggerate ^  
essential features of the isolated system we are e>- 
ining. It is quite true, when we isolate a fea  ̂
and a piece of lead, that if we drop both ins'0 
closed tube they will reach the ground toget j 
But in actual life they never do anything of the kl3,̂  
and the man who backs the piece of lead wifi 
every time. In practice other factors conic ^  
operation. The theoretical and actual conseqi'el̂ |(.
of a given situation seldom agree. And when 
studies the economic situation, not in the abstf-)efi'but in the concrete, we get, not the inherent ten11)  ̂
cies of a system, but those tendencies modified ^ 
number of other things. The capitalist is not ah'3̂
determined in his actions by the desire for more 
more profit; and on the other side of the ledger it

afl('
doe«

not happen that, measured in terms of econ°3
increas1

Ait

necessity, there is as Marx forecast, g
poverty, misery, enslavement, degeneration ”  
the “  proletariat.”  Both employer and employee 
moved by motives and considerations that
logically follow from their “  class ”  positions.

ilism operated in vaCV̂  
but in the same circumstances a feather 'v , 
reach the ground at the same time as a lump 01 1 jfi 
In life we must reckon with things as they are; as 
Lindsay says, we must be concrete in our think 
and not lose ourselves in abstractions.

I do not mean, of course, that the employ^ j  
getting all he ought to get out of the increa® 
wealth—mental and physical—that society L 
acquired, and which, as I have so often said, we

t-

physical—that society 
said, we

to regard as in the nature of a social heritage in Wi'" 
all should share. But I think it of first-rate in'F)1̂  
ance to bear in mind that it is not in the name of ^ 
creasing misery and degeneration, and degrade*11̂ , 
and poverty, that the working-classes are asking 
a better share in the life of to-day. They ask 
this, and it is well they should, in the name °f ,
desire for greater leisure, luxury, greater free11
from economic pressure, because of the fact that then

fof'
tingeneral condition is better than was that of their 

hears. To-day the most hopeful feature is that 
fight is not so much for the satisfaction of mere 3
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j U HiC(̂ s as it is for the gratification of desires, and 
Jgree with those who say that if these demands are 

panted, more will be asked for to-morrow. That is 
bail |U<>St ^Peful feature of the situation. I  should 
slid! Very little on a hungry man crying for food or 
r . er' My dog will whine when he is hungry for 

’ arM will crawl to the fire when he feels cold. 
ni(|e emands of the intelligent working-class is for 
fr<>re * lan the satisfaction of hunger and of shelter 
fcx”.' 1 le c°hk The desire for better things has been 
in 1> an<̂  that indicates growth. And however 
fall et Uate the share of our social wealth that has 
tasM l°  ^le worhing-man, it is the fact that he has 
lri li things of which his grandparents would 

have dared dream that lies at the root of the 
wndid unrest of to-day.
to | eniPhasize these things because I do not wish it 
t h e • t'louSht that we are blind to those aspects of 
^  filiation that do not directly come within the 
uwp T?f the work of the N .S.S. The work of the 

reethinkers is bearing its natural fruit. They 
eviJsV fhat the surest way of doing away with social 
„lti " as to create a desire for something better. The 
in ti'ate i'istification for giving to man a larger share 
shaii'e niental and cultural wealth of society is that it 
]j„e] create a demand for more. The value of intel- 
a„ 1 discontent cannot easily be over-estimated. I 
Sc w'th all that anyone can say as to the national 
lar a that, in a society which has increased so 
q y i'1 every kind of wealth, we should find a 
art LrilIneut discussing whether working-men who 
sho°!'t of employment, through no fault of their own, 
diet*1 ’̂Ve 011 a five-shilling or a four and tenpenny 
lV( per week, and that whether a man and 
mj an should have children or not is often deter- 
ean V 'hr the question of whether their little bodies 
infill ^ Ĉ °thed and fed. But the prospect would be 
,l0tlii ' Worse it the unrest existing were due to 
cr • n£ more than a number of hungry, ill-fed slaves 
of(;;s  °ut for more food and clothing. That kind 
tlir SCOlltent could be satisfied by a few extra bones 
rest (V"  t0 the crowd. As I see the problem, the un- 
Ca °t the time is fundamentally healthy because it 
Si) ], '>e bought off in this manner, and it cannot be
h i.°"Kht off because it is based fundamentally on a 
<li "'r conception of human nature and of human 

»'Ay than formerly ruled. 
a ho not expect that Mr. Lindsay will seriously dis- 
tiiT "A h  a great deal of what I have said. But I 

v tve are neither writing wholly for each other. 
e i*ave another and a larger purpose in view.

(To be continued)

C hapman  C o h en .

THE CRUSADES
T] *\Vns‘ls was not Europe. This was hell if ever there 

b]<x," » e . This was the blackest of hells, for all was 
bin! Uess- Might was right. Outlawry was legal, sub- 
ea, ’ religious. To slay was sanctity. The sword bc- 
alI(l 0 fb® Cross. The fagot fired their hearts. The rack 
pt 1 'Uigeon gave them funds. The gibbet gave them 
i * , « ’ renown. The sword gave them chivalry, the 
llU u knighthood, the axe, heaven. When the sword 
biie le.l 'nihs, the monk cried, Dieu le Vent. When the 
| (.aj Pierced the human heart, the monk cried, Dieu le 

When the axe severed the heads, the monks 
tr, : b>fem le Vent. This plague of murder and des- 
'l,1til'011 covered every crevice and corner of Europe 
bt , H*e nations swam in blood. And above all could 
s0 f u 'u the pious priest, knee-deep in a vat of redness, 
s], with the greasy fluid holding high his cross, 

11 lng  still his hellish cry, Dieu le Vent.

L . A . Reitmeister in " Paradise Fou n d."

An Atheist at Large

“  Chewing the cud of sweet and bitter fancy.”
Shakespeare.

“  Reading maketh a full man.” —Bacon.

Ow in g  to industrial upheavals on the Continent, 
English folk have again been restricted in their 
pleasurable search for holiday resorts. Curiously, it 
has grown the fashion to decry home seaside-places 
and to puff-up extravagantly all sorts and conditions 
of Continental towns. Yet something is still to be 
said in favour of the more popular English coast- 
towns, for their history and attractions are entwined 
with the life of our nation, and the feet of some of 
the most eminent sons and daughters of old England 
trod their streets, beaches, and promenades.

Brighton, populous and pebbly, for example, was 
loved by Thackeray, who made the dissolute bucks 
of the Regency revisit the glimpses of the moon. 
Hither went Herbert Spencer, one of the most prince
ly intellects England has produced, and George Jacob 
Holyoake, a brave soldier of Freedom. Edward Car
penter, the austere apostle of Democracy, enjoyed 
himself dreamily on Brighton front, and on the 
breezy downs behind the town, but he was bored at 
socials and parties. Quite near, at Rottingdean, lived 
Rudyard Kipling, and no poet has been more rapt
urous in his praise of Sussex by the Sea.

Sunny and shrimpy Margate was loved by the 
great artist Turner, who came to the place as a jolly 
schoolboy, and promptly fell in love with a chum’s 
sister. Thither went John Ruskin later to see the 
glorious reality of Turner’s magic skies. It was the 
old Margate hoy which roused the interest of that 
inveterate old Londoner, Charles Lamb, who, with 
his sister, Mary, spent a holiday there. They visited 
Hastings, Worthing, Brighton and Eastbourne on 
other occasions, but Margate always held the first 
place in their affections. Neighbouring Ramsgate, 
with its old-world harbour, was the home of Thomas 
Scott, the very prince of pamphleteers, and it at
tracted Heinrich Heine, when the i>oet was depressed 
by the noise of the great Metropolis. High up on a 
balcony on the West Cliff lie found rest in the joyous 
music of the waves. The coastline of this favoured 
part of England, from Ramsgate to Herne Bay, is 
crowded with associations of Cowper, Dickens, Keats 
and Gray. Dante Gabriel Rossetti is buried in Birch- 
ington Churchyard, and many pilgrims, who do not 
often trouble the pew-openers, visit the little church 
to see the famous memorial window.

Shoreham is a veritable link with the past. Through 
here passed Charles Stewart Parnell, the Irish leader, 
and Kitty O’Shea on their way to their secret marri
age; L ily Langtry, “  the Jersey lily De Rouge- 
mont, who hoaxed the world with stories of his bogus 
explorations in the Southern Seas; Tom Sayers, the 
pugilist; Mary Lloyd, the queen of the music-halls. 
George Moore knew Shoreham, and one of his very 
best novels, Esther Waters, owes much of its local 
colour to the town and neighbourhood. It was to 
the old Dolphin Inn that Charles the Second fled after 
his crushing defeat at Worcester by Cromwell. But 
one of the strangest characters was Phoebe ITessel, a 
street hawker, who actually enlisted in the Fusiliers 
in order to be with her lover, and served with him in 
the campaigns abroad.

When old and dying, Gladstone went to Bourne
mouth in the hope that the fine air might be a pallia
tive, and that bright, particular genius, Robert Louis 
Stevenson, resided there for three years. At Bos- 
combe, near Bournemouth, lived “  Shelley’s Mary,”  
who resided with her son, Sir Percy Shelley. Indeed,
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Boscombe is crowded with Shelley relics, and the 
neighbouring Christchurch, it is ironical to remember, 
is actually famous for its splendid marble memorial 
of the Atheist poet. To St. Eeonard’s Thomas Car
lyle took his wife when she was suffering in health, 
and the great writer found the sea and the Sussex 
lanes full of consolation when njgli all else was but 
dust and ashes in his mouth.

Portsmouth has many associations with naval his
tory, and there js much to interest admirers of Charles 
Dickens, who has, truth to tell, linked liis name to 
so many seaside towns from Yarmouth to Southsea. 
People affect a high-sniffing contempt for Southend- 
on-Sea, but the broad expanse of the Thames estuary, 
with its marvellous sunrises and sunsets, has found 
favour with generations of artists from Turner to 
Wvllie. Edwin Arnold, the much-travelled author 
of The Light of Asia, and Robert Buchanan, poet and 
dramatist, delighted in the town, both being tenants 
of the famous house, “  Hamlet Court,”  at different 
periods. Lord Beaconsfield, when Benjamin Disraeli, 
stayed at an old Tudor mansion, “  Porter’s Grange,”  
whose front door was riddled with Cromwellian 
bullets, and was rapturous in its praise. “ There is 
no finer place,”  he wrote to his sister Eouise, “  when 
the spring becomes a certainty.”  G. W. Foote, the 
first editor of the Freethinker, lived at Westcliff for 
years, and said that his only regret was that he did 
not go there earlier. Thomas Hardy and Eden Pliill- 
potts have revived the glories of the West Country, 
and Clement Scott’s generous praise of the “  Garden 
of Sleep,”  made Cromer and her sister-towns blossom 
like the rose. The plain truth is, the beaten track 
has its genuine claim, and it is none the worse for 
being in our own country and frequented by our own 
kin.

In revisiting the scenes of former glories it is as 
well not to lay the praise on “  witli a trowel.”  Eden 
Phillpotts lived at a beautiful house at Torquay, and 
an enthusiastic lady visitor burst into rapture and 
adjectives, and said : “  How lovely this spot is. It 
is so Swiss.”  “  Yes, dear lady,”  calmly said the 
great novelist, “  it is very Swiss; only there is no sea 
in Switzerland, and there are no mountains here.”

Fame, too, is a very tender plant. I was standing 
by Robert Buchanan’s tomb, which'is one of the most 
important at St. John’s Churchyard, Soutliend-ou- 
Sea, when a party of visitors arrived. A  female voice 
piped : “  It ’s a fine monument, my dear, but you 
know these distillers are such wealthy people.”  
What a tribute to “  Robert the D evil!”  as he used to 
be called. A  still more glaring case occurs 011 the 
fringe of the Great Metropolis. A  road is named 
after the illustrious French artist, Gustave Dore. 
None of its seven hundred innocent suburban inhabit
ants ever heard of the famous Frenchman, or Gallic 
art, and the thoroughfare is known locally as if it 
were spelled “  Door.”  Let no man presume upon 
his reputation, for, not infrequently, it resembles 
military glory, which Byron said, sarcastically, meant 
sometimes that the unfortunate man manured a 
foreign field, and had his name spelt wrong in the 
newspapers. “  Fame is, after all, rude handling, 
and a name that is often on men’s lips seems to 
borrow something not to be desired, as paper money 
that passes from hand to hand.”  So said Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, a charming and cultured writer, 
who carried a weight of learning lightly.

M im n jjrm u s.

Ilell is a dark and bottomless pit, full of five and brim
stone.—Wesleyan Catechism.

The Church in  Spain
(1 10111 Cieed and Character, by Chapman Cohen)

(t i* .
sympathy^ fnr°D  denominations are showing the utmost 
anguish '  Catholics in this hour of their
¿one in* f co£n,zl" g  the noble work their Church lias

,)afiy f p a in )‘” - Lead iug  articIe !"  Uic

Under C 'hr^cDAN ® pa!n lleed not long detain us.
picture of deeav ^  ** preseuted much tIie saI"e 
took tlm v  3 ’ corruTtion, and brutality that over-

E» ",I> ire 0,1 *  I » * «  under Clirfct-
Mohamtnen different story commences with die
eighth centi*1 1 . ° c^Upatj ou of the country in die 
medans .. "¡V . Pviindlng  hi the South, the Moham- 
country and tb SUbdued »early the whole of the 
was don’ e !l e ,SPeed and ease with which this
People. Tlie^ dhaffe^ ,defence ou the part ° f ^
famous region of t i  retreated to lhe mCf  
warfare against 11, 110r*h' west. aiul maintained a 
gained 1 !,lva(krs- Gradually they re-
«1 Granada ; ^  ° f  the country> until the conquest 
of subjects J i  1492. ltiduced Bie Moors to the position 

subjects where they had once been masters,

‘ °  38 the secular dfe of the people was
cerned the Moorish occupation was wholly ben

col'-
eficiai.

A civilization was established superior to afl)da^  
that existed in any part of Christendom. More 
that, it served as a starting-point for the scie 
renaissance in Europe. In fighting the M° ‘ 
medan power in Spain the Church was doing 11 ^ 
than fighting an alien religion. It was tryiuS 
strangle modern science in its cradle.

When one bears in mind the condition of c0lde,.111 
porary Christendom, the-story of the Mohanunê '  ̂
civilisation in Spain reads more like romance v1 
record of fact. Starting with the culture of y r d 
and Rome as a basis, science underwent rflb 
almost startling, developments. Draper’s catsy.j, 
of the scientific achievements of the Mqqrs in 
may need carefully checking, but a deal of it Sf .
beyond question. In medicine and surgery

(lie

Moors and the Jews gave the only improve^' 
since the closing of the Greek and Egyptian sd11'' t 
and their influence led to the founding of the 
medical schools in Christendom. In optics 1 ^ 
corrected many of the current misconceptions ^  
cerning the nature of light, and discussed the 1  ̂
nature of refraction. They applied matheinatif’ ,̂ 
astronomy and physics, developed algebra—the 
is itself a confession of its origin—raised chemist' 5 ,(l 
a science, were the first to build observatories ^  
Europe, introduced the mariner’s compass, ^  
added the invaluable cipher to our numerals, 
early as the ninth century they were teaching flSt 
omy by the use of globes. Seven centuries later
Christians were denouncing Copernicus, burl11"".
Bruno, and imprisoning Galileo for teaching "^eI- 
bad been familiar to the Spanish Moors for the Im
part of a thousand years. .̂

The Mohammedan cities were well built, ^  
solidly paved, and well lit. In point of 
they were probably superior to the Spain of t»'1 ‘jje 
Colleges, academies, and gymnasia were in ah fC

,il)l>c

towns and cities. Not less than fifty collegL’f 
said to have been in Granada and its envi* 
Schools were attached to all tlie mosques, and P111 
libraries possessing many thousands of v°  ¡i 
established. It should also be pointed out that ■ ^ 
time when toleration was unknown in Christen* k )( 
Christians and Jews were allowed liberty of Wplf> 
were appointed to university posts, and were «ot 1 
hibited from bolding office in the State.
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>cir commercial and industrial progress was 
iqua y striking. On this point I  w ill leave M r. 
it < ' sPeak. W riting of the Moors in Spain,

,s l'nor to their expulsion, he says : —
It \vas on tlieir industry, moreover, that the pros- 

per:ty of f]le state reposed. None of the resources
0 the State was more relied upon than the 
revenues which they furnished. . . . They were vir-
ually indispensable to the nobles on whose lands 
'ey were settled, for they were most skilful in 

‘‘gneulture, and unwearied in toil. They carried 
>e» characteristics into every department of in-

1 Ustry> science and art. As physicians they ranked 
'"th  the Jews, and when, in 1345, the Trior of the

uler of Santiago built the Church of Nuestra 
<<C>l0ra (' e Meles, we are told that he assembled 

Moorish masters ”  and good Christian stone
masons, who erected the structure. They were 
equally skilled in marine architecture, and the 
j l a t i  power in the Mediterranean was largely 
Uc lo their labours. The wonderful system of 
’"gation by which they converted Valencia into 
le garden of Europe still exists, with its elaborate 

(l . equitable allotment of the waters. They intro- 
" u'ed the culture of sugar, silk, cotton, rice, and 
(rany other valuable products, and not a spot of 
*''aiiul was left unfilled by their indefatigable in- 
Ustry. . . .  In all the mechanic arts they were un- 

^celled. The potteries of Malaga, the cloths of 
k " U'a’ ^ le s' ^ s ° I  Almcria and Granada, the 
cather hangings of Cordova, the weapons of
0 edo, were renowned everywhere, and furnished 
16 materials for profitable foreign commerce, which

] as stimulated by the universal reputation of their 
^"chants for probity and strict fidelity to their en- 
^ ‘geinents, so that it passed into a proverb that the 
v°nl 0f a Granadan and the faith of a Castilian 

llla^e an Old Christian, or, as the saintly 
a !c 'bishop of Granada used to say, “ They ought to
1 °Pt our faith, and we ought to adopt their morals.”  
■ • Hiere were no beggars among them, for they
5 affectionate care of their own poor and 

0rl>lians.i

of ) ilaVe given the barest of hints as to the character 
t||(. c Spanish M ohammedans, and none w hatever of 
„ „ in t e n t  f0 w hich modern Europe is indebted to 

11 A>r its scientific rebirth. I t  rem ains to be seen 
cl, le country fared under the dom inating and un- 
('ir,t power of the Christian Church. T h e fall of 
^  in 1492, finally  gave the control of the 
not" try  definitely into Christian hands. A nd it was 
0r, I0? ®  before the Church set to w ork. W hen 
S()|' Ila(ia  and other Moorish places were surrendered, 

stipulations had been made concerning the 
p r '"tetiance of the Mohammedan religion. The 
iliei'1* surren< êr permitted the Moors “  to live  in 
)!^lr iaws and faith , and to he judged according to 
in, ;u n n a ,  or Moorisli code; it declares their houses 
0f l> aT  against forcible entry or the free quartering 
1̂ > soldiers; it guarantees them possession of their 
niiu-  nnd arm s, and that they shall never be per- 
"li p 1̂  to wear badges. . . . N o constraint was to he 
f|,e led to the Moors to induce conversion. . . . A ll 
tali leveuues of mosques, and schools, and chari- 
llsiie foundations w ere to he maintained and paid, as 
(]itl!al> into the hands of the A lfa iq u es.”  These con-

,;eila “

These con-
">ns were Sworn to by both Ferdinand and Isa-

Btit 
Npe'r 
soon' 
"Ui

In tlie name of God.”  
the Church paid no attention to “  scraps of 

where heretics were concerned, and it was 
seen that conversion or extermination was the

, Pnate choice before the Moors. The great leader 
Ip e Was the famous Ximenes, Archbishop of Toledo. 
Un i was to harass the Moors into rebellion,

' tlien make conversion the condition of pardon. 
-J^y^ ars after the capitulation, all Moorish males

1 Moriscoes in Spain, pp. 6-7.

over fourteen and all females over twelve were 
ordered to quit the kingdoms of Castile and Leon, 
the children to be given over to be brought up as 
Christians. Even had parents been willing thus to 
sacrifice their children, other regulations made it 
almost impossible for them to leave. It was reported 
that large numbers were converted, hundreds being 
driven together like cattle, and having holy water 
Sprinkled Over them.

At Valencia the persecution of the Inquisition led 
to Some of the Moors taking up arms. The revolt 
was suppressed, and forced conversion secured. At 
Gundia this performance was repeated, as at other 
places. There was a policy behind these wholesale 
conversions. It gave the Church the excuse to 
justify later persecution, as it could claim that it 
was correcting the members of its own flock.

The solemn obligations entered into at the sur
render of Granadii stood, for some time, in the way. 
So an appeal was made to the Pope, Clement V II., 
to annul the solemn oath taken. This lie did by 
issuing a brief on May 12, 1524, reciting his sorrow 
at so many of the K ing’s subjects not being of the 
true faith, and exhorting the King (Charles V.) to 
order the Inquisitors to preach the Gospel to them, 
with the alternative of slavery or exile if they con
tinued obstinate.

For political reasons Charles did not make the 
Papal brief public for some eighteen months after its 
receipt. At the end of that time it was sent to the 
Inquisitor-General, with instructions to get it into 
operation as speedily as possible. This was followed 
by a decree of expulsion. “  A ll the Moors of Val
encia were to be out of Spain by December 3 1, 1525; 
those of Aragon and Catalonia by January 3 1, 1526. 
All Christians, under, pain of excommunication, were 
to assist in the expulsion.”

But it was explained to Charles that the industry 
and commerce of the country rested with the Moors. 
Even the Churches were dependent upon them for 
a large part of their revenues. A  realization of this 
led to a revocation of the order of expulsion, but 
the order for conversion remained. The result of 
this step, with other regulations, was the conversion 
of large numbers of Moors. One priest boasted that 
in Valencia alone he had baptized 27,000 families. 
Some of the Moors resisted with force this wholesale 
conversion, but in the end the whole of the Moors 
—or Moriscoes, as they were called after their con
version—became nominally Christian, and became 
formally members of the Church, subject to its dis
cipline and correction.

The Moriscoes, says Mr. Lea, were defenceless, 
and everyone, cleric and layman, pillaged them 
systematically. In Granada, in 1566, an edict was 
published ordering all Moriscoes to learn Castilian 
within three years, after which no one was to read, 
write, or speak Arabic. Moorish names were 
abolished, and all Moorish baths, public and private, 
were to be destroyed. Cleanliness, a marked 
feature of the Moors, became a crime, and Mr. Lea 
mentions a case in which this was held presumptive 
evidence of having lapsed into Mohammedanism. 
Mr. Lea supplies numerous illustrations of the trivial 
charges on which Moriscoes were condemned, and as 
confiscation of property to the Church followed con
viction, the Inquisition had a very solid reason for 
its activity.

(To be concluded)

C hapman  Co iik n .

Christian converts arc generally children.
G. A . Dorsey.
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H onesty

F rom the first syllable of recorded time down to the 
present, the people of this world have been, at their best, 
indifferent honest.

Groups of men have herded together for defensive pur
poses, but whenever opportunity presented itself theft 
seems always to have been common.

“  What an immoral creature the man who wrote the 
ten commandments must have been! ”  said, to me once, 
an old Border poacher (a descendant of one of the famous 
old Border reavers). "W h en  you come to think of it, 
the man that wrote, ‘ Thou shalt not steal,’ must have 
been a  bloody thief.”  “  Property is theft,”  writes 
Proudhon. He would evidently have agreed with my 
old Border friend.

In Sparta, thieving was once permitted. As it was 
essential that every man should be kept fit for the 
defence of his country, and, as the accumulation of 
possessions unfitted him for that, thieving was, there
fore, encouraged.

Now whether the accumulation of possessions has a 
degenerating tendency on humanity or not, there is no 
doubting that property is the ideal of the moment—but 
maybe it is only a passing ideal, against which theft is 
a protest, according to many writers.

But whatever man has been, he has always wished to 
appear honest. “ Honesty is the best policy,”  that maxim 
of self-interested morality, has always been accepted as 
being quite scriptural, so Biblical in fact, that whilst 
everybody preaches it as being gospel truth, no one be
lieves it to have any commercial value.

It is interesting to note what slight notice is taken of 
the word honest or its relatives honesty and honestly, 
in the literature of the world. The word is not to be 
found in the Old Testament. And it gets very little 
notice in the New Testament. The word honest appears 
eight times, honestly appears three times, and honesty 
but once. In Luke viii. 15, mention is made of an 
“  honest and good heart,”  and in Acts vi. 3, of “  Seven 
men of honest report,”  but in Rom. x ii. 17, and in 2 
Cor. viii. 21, we are urged to “  provide things honest in 
the sight of all men,”  and there are eight more examples 
of the practical uses that these words may be put to.

Of the word thief and thieves, we have twelve refer
ences to thief in the Old Testament, and ten in the New 
Testament, three references to thieves in the Old Testa
ment and nine references in the New Testament.

People had not as favourable chances of stealing in 
Bible times, as they have to-day. Possessions, in those 
days, did not admit of easy theft. And when theft did 
take place, if the thief was caught this was his charge, 
“  He shall return seven-fold, he shall give all the sub
stance of his house,”  and if he could not do this he had 
to be reduced to bondage.

The thief, then, was treated worse than the share
holder of a company before the passing of the "Lim ited 
Liability Co’s A ct.”  Now, both investors and thieves 
receive the same treatment.

Carlyle characterized the Act so : “  unlimited roguery 
and limited responsibility.”  He knew that the bad side 
of the Act would be so lavishly used by Company Pro
motors, etc., as to turn our industrial life into a huge 
gamble. As it has done.

Apart from Shakespeare, the literature of the world 
treats our word very slightly. The New Testament may 
be excused. Our word relates to our earthly life. The 
New Testament is concerned with eternal life ; it might, 
therefore, find little use for it. But the Old Testament 
was not troubled about eternal life, and its neglect of the 
word honest wants some explaining. L ike Shakespeare, 
the Bible was dealing with this life only. But we have a 
different tale to unfold about Shakespeare. He makes 
use of the word honest and its relatives four hundred 
times.

When a very small boy I was asked to observe a fine- 
looking man approaching. After he had passed out of 
hearing I was told that he used Shakespeare as his Bible, 
and even went to the length of writing all his poor child
ren’s names in his w orks; that he was a man nobody 
could find any fault w ith ; ready always to help anybody,

anytime; so pleasant and so cheerful; and he bebaicd 
better to his wife and children than anyone in the dis 
trict; to the disgust of everybody the vicar held him »P 
as “ a burning and a shining light to a ’ the place,”  but 
for all this he was “  a puir misguided Atheist.”

Looking over my own life—dishonesty appalled me at 
school, and more so at Sunday School. On serving my 
tune to a trade, I was astonished to find that my em
ployer, an old elder, had a different sort of outlook 011 
week-days than he had on Sundays. For six  days 0 
the week I was taught to be dishonest. He called « 
being "  canny.”  Because of his wealth and the position 
he held he was made a magistrate. Had he needed any 
moral force of character for his magistracy it wou < 
have been found wanting. For fifty-six years of my 
working-life I have been thrown against several thou
sands of commercially-honest men, but have not come 1» 
contact with an honest man.

“  An honest man’s the beggar’s brother,”  so the 
Spanish people tell us. And similar truthful proved» 
may be culled from all lands. W hy should these thing? 
)cj  ̂ J there is such a thing as mechanical progro ’ 

Who can doubt? But what of moral progress?
In William B lake’s Illustrated Catalogue of VicW* 

(1 ublished 1809), he thus describes Chaucer’s Cantc'- 
bury Pilgrim s’—"  The characters of Chaucer’s Canter- 
buiy Pilgrim s are the characters which compose all ag^ 
and all nations. . . .  We see the same characters re
peated again and again, in animals, vegetables, 
minerals, and in men. Nothing new occurs in identic« 
existence. . . .  A s Newton numbered the stars, and as 
Linnaeus numbered the plants, so Chaucer numbed 
the classes of men.”

And, here and now, "T h a t  Tocsin of the soul, 
dinner bell” —reminds me that I must draw my raml)!L 
to a close.

George Walla#’

Acid Drops

“  V ilify those whom you cannot otherwise ind11̂  ^  
attend church-service,”  is a very well-worn text 0 (fet 
poorly patronized parson. Sneering at folk who 1’ y 
the healthy outer air to inferior staleness, the Rev. 
Gliddon, of St. Paul’s Walthamstow, particular) 
tacks motorists, whom lie thus describes :—

1 cli£,tThroughout the week these men struggle ^0
and scurry that they may have enough money *° gCt
a car and get out into the country, hut when d’c\  ¡p

... . ..............................  - o.pV 1 , '
sic-Jthere, their souls are so shrunken by the lives the)' _

lead that they do not know what to do with it.

The cleric’s every-day existence, on the other h&lK' j, 
marked by a consequent expansiveness, which lcn< 
generous, truthful, impersonal, generalization.

itIn The Lecture Recorder, K ing George V .’s d escc^ , 
traced back to K in g David, the Man after God s ^  
Heart, by the well-named, Rev. A . B. Grimaldi- j 
dig uji one’s fam ily tree to find K ing David at the 
of it, surely constitutes the Height of Mortificati°11’

The Methodist Times boasts that in the P lt ^  
County Council a "  very large percentage of its ” K "'jp t 
are members or adherents of the Primitive Met 
Church.”  We should be the last to suggest that . e 
fact has any bearing on the present situation 1,1 ())1. 
“  devastated areas ”  of England. But it is a  most 
fortunate time to take credit for so deplorable a 
of affairs. God at least docs not encourage the hope 
Primitive Methodist prayers avail with Him when 
tributing His favours.

t< th£
A film entitled San Francisco is described as „ 

story of a rough diamond who brags that he jS j 
Atheist.”  “ But,”  continues the critic quoted, “  
woman comes into his life . . . also, his greatest >* 3
is one who used to play in the gutter with him ai
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youth, but..later became a priest.”  Then, ' ,
earthquake ’ “  coincides with the conversion o 
Atheist, and, as the new man sinks to his knees,
San Francisco rises irom the ruins of the o • ...
the dawn ” ). This conversion scene, thinks ’
" could have been more effective had it not ’ecu . 
dramatic,”  but, even so, he was “ considerably mo > 
>t.”  The priest is played by Spencer l iaccy, ^
'ie.”  We know that “  Atheist”  as well as, we know the 
t-'atholie: he is peculiarly a Catholic-A mi , 
shaped in the foundry of “  Catholic Truth.

The Bishop of Salisbury is to ‘ ‘ re-dedicate ^  
"letnorial in the little Dorset village of U est L  . u  
"This step,”  he explains, ”  is being taken foUowingJhe 
desecration of the memorial last week, "  ie > 
tillage dance, empty beer bottles were P .aCf, n
memorial; one bottle being placed on top o Tj00te’s 
Tcrhaps the villagers have been reading • 
h'blc and lieer, and sec in their act, a religion . 
ai'ee. In all things we must have charity.

From page 349 of Listen for a Lonesome Drum, by 
Carl Carmer, we take the following :—

One dark little cloud was in the blue sky as we ap
proached Dryden, and it suddenly let go with a sharp 
torrent of rain that ceased in five minutes. We saw a 
farmer standing, hayrake in hand, beside the road. His 
wet shirt was sticking to his broad chest, and the hay 
spread at his feet glistened with raindrops.

“  Hard luck,”  I said.
He looked at us.
“  If I ivas God,”  he said evenly, “  I ’d be a God and 

not a damn fool.”

The Methodists have refused to pass any judgment 
upon “  what is the mind of Christ ”  on the subject of 
war. It is in any case irrelevant, but one might im
agine that Methodists would know what Methodists 
think on this subject. Like those who consult the stars, 
instead of thinking, the Methodists have decided to ap
point a committee “  to examine and report ”  on what 
the committee thinks Christ thinks the Methodists 
should think He thinks.

of ( , thcre >>e a more merciless comment on 2,000 years I 
’»stianity than the following, from the Belgrade 

espondent of a London daily ?—

] ' °'hnving the murder of Joca Uroshevitch, a wealthy 
erehant and prominent politician, at Arandjelovac, 

uRoslavja . . . his family was persuaded by the witch- 
t v  .°Perators f°r which this district is notorious to 
J "e investigations into their own hands. . . . Taking a 
Dantity ° f  Uroshevitch’s blood before he was buried,
• lc re!atives boiled it with wTater taken from nine wells 
n ff,e district and placed it, together with a huge burn- 

,candle and image-lamp, on the bed in which Uro- 
1 icviteh was found dead. . . . The relatives explained 

?7 after feeding on the mixture for nine days, the bad 
spuit responsible for the murder will force the criminal 
0 confess voluntarily.

puj" .|'le Kentish Churches prayers are being said in the 
CeA s .f°r God to stop sending rain as the amount re
in g 1 hi Kent has been unhelpful to the hop crops, 
ypj' 0,1 th Africa the natives make special pilgrimages to 

ai'd supplicate for more or less rain as the case 
pe, .,. )e- In America, the Hopi Indians put up similar 
pCns'°ns to their fetish. In all cases, something liap-

] J ° seph Symes, at one time Wesleyan Minister, and 
' ei a brave and uncompromising Freethought advocate, 
L , to tell, on this point, a good story. When in Aus- 
,l‘ Ia the country was subjected to a phenomenal 

“hglit. Prayers were being mouthed in all the pul 
I ' s week after week. In the middle of the dry period 

''ad to undertake a long journey on horseback in the 
.̂asli. j je  came to a large lake, and at that point the 

jl|st rain experienced for months took place. Symcs 
'light of the distress that had been caused and rejoiced 

' the rainfall. After an hour or two, the rain ceased 
J l  ' lc proceeded on his journey. He had to learn later 

this, the first refreshing rain-storm for months 
hhf emptied its entire contents into the lake.

floods caused by exceptionally heavy rain are sub- 
(j'wging whole provinces in Northern India, and the 

'nth roll is feared to be enormous. Bengal and Assam 
j*r.e swept by floodwaters from the Brahmaputra and 
d '.m.tary. Large numbers of villages in the Sibsagar 
'.’ strict of Assam are entirely submerged, and the loss of 
1 0 “annot be calculated. Flood waters are twenty feet 

deep.

t'r°m the New York Times of Ju ly  4 : —
Estimates by various authorities have placed crop 

josses at more than 250,000,000 dollars in the South, and 
’’i the Spring wheat states. -Whether the rains of this 
Week would reduce the figure remained problematical.

Tfotn the same paper, same page :—

Rising river, after a cloud-burst and heavy rains, in
undates town of Gonzales in Texas,

Anyone who wishes “  to petition ”  “  Our Lady ”  at 
Lourdes can do so by sending the petition to an ex
soldier pilgrim. “  Our Lady ”  is sure to hear it, though 
no doubt the ex-soldier would be only too pleased to 
hand it to her personally. No charge is made either— 
though whether this is because the Church is not alto
gether sure that the petition will reach its destination,
or because of a generous gesture on the part
of the Church, is not quite clear. We are, how
ever, sure there must be a large number of Catho
lics who will take advantage of this novel post, though 
it must be a blow to believers in human intelligence 
that so many can be found.

Of course, Ariglo-Catholics can be placed in exactly 
the same category as their Roman brothers. The
Church Times has this gem of wisdom in a recent num
ber :—

An ordinary Englishman remains one and the same 
while attending church to pray, attending a concert to 
listen, or attending his office to work It seems no more 
paradoxical to teach that the one Christ is always 
“  with God ”  in heaven, and there sustains the exist
ence of the universe, became also incarnate to labour 
among mankind, and now gives Himself as spiritual 
meat in the Blessed Sacrament.

Poor Jesus—to be called “ Spiritual M ea t” ! What a 
lot of swallowing he and his story really takes.

Quite a number of books on God or about God are an
nounced. Their writers evidently feel that the concep
tion of Deity must move with the times or be explained 
or re-interpreted again. For example, Dr. Hughes’ 
book, The Christian Idea of God, “  passes in review a 
number of writers and theologians.”  Dr. Hughes does 
not agree with Karl Barth’s description of God as 
“  wholly  Other.”  He thinks “ far transcending”  makes 
God more clear to the ordinary man. On the other 
hand Dr. Selbie in his book, The Fatherhood of God, 
“  sets out to re-interpret the doctrine of God in a more 
Christian sense,”  and insists that “  we must construct 
our conception of God 011 Christ, not try to interpret 
Christ’s nature according to a pre-coneeived conception 
of God.”  This must be rather difficult for the true 
Christian who believes Christ is God, or God is Christ, 
or both together, with a Holy Ghost thrown in. A re
viewer thinks Dr. Sclbic shows “  a certain lack of ap
preciation of the indwelling of Christ in His mystical 
Body the Church.”  We heartily agree.

Humorous examples of Christian “ history”  can often 
be found in the leading articles of our religious journals. 
Talking about liberty one pious writer says “  there was 
more liberty under Queen Anne than under Marcus 
Aurelius. . . . But in the Roman Empire the age of the 
decline began when Marcus Aurelius was succeeded by 
Commodus, and, in the end, the world collapsed in stag
nation and barbarism, from which it needed a thousand
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ytfars of Christianity to rescue it .”  The truth is, of 
course, that the triumph of Christianity, bringing with 
it the filth, the cruelty, the stupidity, the ignorance, and 
credulity which have ever distinguished that religion, 
brought about the “  Dark Ages ”  which hung like a 
black cloud over Europe, and only commenced to disap
pear with the Renaissance. It was the Humanists, the 
Deists and the Freethinkers, who, by attacking Christ
ianity, succeeded in some measure to light the torch of 
liberty in Europe. And against “  dictatorships,”  even 
the Christian one, we hope all Freethinkers and lovers 
of liberty will continue to fight.

Five shillings can be spent quite remuneratively, if 
one can believe the published testimonials. With your 
postal-order, fill in a form addressed to “  O My Dear 
Jesu s,”  and forward if to a Romanist Society in Bris
bane, where the written request will be placed under a 
Votive Damp and bespattered with Abracadabra. The 
Catholic monthly Pilipinas, bearing the imprimatur of 
James Duhig, Archbishop of Brisbane, gives space to 
the results :—

St. Jude is just wonderful. I am a widow and I leave 
all the managing of the farm to St. Jude. Since first 
reading in Pilipinas, the wonders of St. Jude, I decided 
to have him for my guide and help in everything. I 
buried his medal in one of the paddocks, and have had 
wonderful returns since; I got five bags to the acre of 
wheat, whereas my neighbours only got three.

Enclosed please find an offering for a Votive Lamp to 
burn before the Most Holy Eucharist in thanksgiving 
to the Sacred Heart, the Little Flower, St. Jude, St. Rita, 
St. Anthony, and Veri. Mother Duchesne. My mother 
has had a very sore hand for a long time—some months 
ago she had radium treatment for it, and suffered great 
pain in the arm up to the shoulder. She was also very 
weak and sick. We were all making Novenas, but there 
was no improvement, so X wrote to the good nuns and 
obtained a wee portion of earth from the Little Flower’s 
grave. I sent it to mother, asking her to swallow a little 
of it and put the remainder of it on her arm. She did 
as I asked her, and in a short time the pain had left the 
arm altogether.

Another Australian publication bears the imprimatur 
of the Archbishop of Melbourne, Dr. Mantiix. It is 
called The Monstrous, no, pardon us, The Monstrance. 
This, too, is intent on showing how well religion 
pays :—•

I wish to bring under the notice of the Community a 
remarkable answer to our prayer through the interces
sion of Blessed relcr Julian Eynard. A few weeks ago 
a valuable Jersey cow belonging to us became very ill, 
and in a few days was dying. My husband and another 
man decided it should be destroyed to put it out of pain. 
I proposed that we make a Novena to Blessed Eynard, 
but they said she would be dead before the Novena wras 
finished. However we commenced the Novena at once, 
and before two days the cow had wonderfully improved, 
could stand up and eat, and is now completely cured, 
and as good as ever and is walking again. . . .  I  must 
also add that we rubbed some of the oil on her head. I 
can see her now, as I look out the window, grazing con
tentedly in the paddock.

Whatever the price put upon this Holy Oil, it appears 
to be worth it. Almost are we persuaded to become a 
Christian.

John Pull exposes somebody for passing himself ofE as 
a “  Ps.D .”  We express no opinion at all as to liow 
guilty a man must be to call himself by such a title, 
which seems to have reference to what is apparently 
called “  Psychology.”  This word is used by so many 
people, and to describe so many queer things, that we 
advise all who are tempted to use titles of the kind to 
confine themselves to “ D .D .”  We all know where we are 
when people put on airs about “ D ivinity” —they arc 
quacks, there is no divinity. But there is a genuine 
science of psychology, and we object to the constant mis
use of this name.

A ugust x'6, i936 _

is at me* ! rDes is said to be a Modernist. He
which hoen Patron'zing the Oxford Group Movement to 
Wireless - r f '?  “  benediction ”  recently on the
bundi nf n  US i,r .ouP are as fundamentalist as any 
Rev Will; anaas HiI]y  Billies, but they have rivalled the 
iim into i f ' " - '  " nday ancl M°ody and Sankey in gather- 
Christians 'T f  /nissi0n a lar£e number of disgruntled 
mofinlaco 1 • 1S easy enou8'h to tire Christians of com-
tionah-sts 1 1  ’ “ 8' They after the scries of scusa- 
hope tint “ ";uC ,Ilnlneds legion. We long ago ceased to 
to temnfof1 ( <;niist Churchmen,”  would rise superior
beliefs Wlndl overwhelm the uneducated mob of

all his o\vn ,K>1 r ^  t,IC C ity TeD1P,e has a literary style 
his recoinin' Y c rcco""iiends the “ Oxford Group,”  hut 
says datl0n is 1,art%  happily phrased. He

Oxford Grou>l>lin ,kjy  a re!l1 evangelical fervour in the 
iam v is ;™ T  niy. advice to those whose Christ-

he by all means g o T i t T “ 1 krgeIy a sham’ W° U d

seeure^he^roun1 ^ SllC W,t aUlcrhend is doing his best to 
1 ‘ very large audience of Christians.

These “  Group ”  meetings must be exceedingly 
to anyone gifted with an ordinary sense of hun 
Mr. Weathcrhead recommends everybody “  except 
verts ”  to attend their meetings. We wonder t a 
bishops are “  introverts.”  At a recent meeting 1 a 
pears that Mr. Weatlierhead “  chuckled with holy 
to think that bishops and archbishops might g °  • 
and some youngster of sixteen would drift up t °  ‘ 
archbishop, and ask him if he were troubled with imp1  ̂
thoughts.”  For some occult reason Mr. LeatherUe 
says that this sort of experience “  might be v 
depressing.”

Centuries ago the Church found that Miracles di<l ' C'|C 
little good and a great deal of harm, because 
some enjoyed miraculous benefits, there were so i" :l •, 
more people who lost faith because the miracles T1' ' 
prayed for did not happen. A  speaker at a recent Me'  ̂
dist Conference warned the delegates that “ Die f°"". 
people who prayed for their sick, and because . 
prayers seemed not to be answered they lost their f;l1 
altogether.”  Obviously if you gain converts by perfoP 
iug miracles, you will lose adherents when your wM 
fails. W hy should God favour one Christian with l0”17 
life, and kill ofE another the moment he is “  saved.

The “ F re e th in k e r” C irculation D rive

It is proposed to celebrate the coming-of-age of 1 ’ 
present editorship hy an attempt to create a 
stantial increase in the circulation of this paper. I 
plan suggested is : —

(1) Each interested reader is to take an eX . 
copy for a period of twelve months, and to use tu 
copy as a means of interesting a non-subscriber to t 
point of taking the Freethinker regularly.

(2) So soon as this new subscriber is secured, 11 
extra copy may he dropped hy the present subscribe!’• 
Until this is accomplished, he will regard the e * '1; 
threepence weekly (for one year) as a fine for blS 
want of success.

The plan is simple, and it is not costly; hut it dn^ 
mean a little work, and whether or not it is nif>rL 
blessed to give than to receive, it is certainly easkr 
for most to give than it is to work. Hut in this casL 
it is the work alone that will yield permanent belief'1. 
There are many thousands of potential readers in th 
country; why not try and secure some of them?,
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t h e  f r e e t h i n k e r
F ounded by  G. W. E'OOTE

61 Farringdon Street, London, I ..C - 1
tcicphonc No. : CENTRAL 2.\i2. ________

TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

"■  SwviN.—•Your suggestion is a very " " e’couU1 not
sHoul(l he pleased to do as you suggest. I f  our
consider appealing for funds for the Pl’)P i> and
readers will join heartily in the “  ^ n W o  aS youdesire. 
"01k for it, we could then most proba > answer your 

H- W. Kean.—(1) impossible adequately to ^
questions in a few lines. Spinoza used wm or
nlt lie meant by “ G od”  something w ^  ;t

au"> or personality, and in the whole o 1 „  j j aFUre.”
* »  a term that staid only for an «personal N a t ^ ^  
Y  one must read Spinoza with r^ r®nf,absolutc”  in the 
V  in use. (2) Spencer spoke < * *  . Jj positive. But,

f sage named as though it were somethb ®  ^  was mere 
‘ s a more critical reading of hint " 'oul, ’ thing that 
y ^ n .  And you cannot really think of anyth K tQ 
,loes not give the material for thinking.  ̂ square
Si7 lng that when one denies the esistei 
circle,, one is affirming its possibility. « a

F- Cuu.TON.-We are rather surprised ^  what 
'"nuljcr of members of the N .S.S.’ arc a tlieir
> > '  about Fascism, and, quite P«  calling
**«tence. We cannot understand ho ltbv whatever 
'"niself a Freethinker can have any s ]? and speech. 

a system that denies freedom ofHis „1-
•he Place is certainly outside the N.S.S. Some years ago
tl/inf, 'T’eritnent was tried of giving a page of the Free- 
Pt'leiV 311 exPdsition of any subject on which a com- 
beCa 'vr,ter cared to express himself, but it was dropped 
st,0l,|.e so few availed themselves of the opportunity. We 
ret),-,,'. 'Je quite willing to repeat the experiment, if the
avail Sq"tat'ves °T different shades of opinion cared to 
•he Ic,,lselves of it. In that case Fascism would stand

chance as any other opinion.
•he ' r*iankss for your interesting and amusing letter. T11 ̂ arm - ......... — —. .be] . or navy you can insist upon being described as
Plense ^ *° whatever religion or non-religion you
c„Se , ‘ But you can, we believe, only be ex- 
\iCc -v your officer from attending religious ser-
rjf '. Wc believe that men are not punished for 
''•g ' ? *  *° a^ en,T a religious service, but for not obey- 
".¡/■ •‘lers. If only those went to the Church service who 
•lie U *■'* do so, there would be very few there. Hence 

h. 1],. Braetical compulsion.
Hip Oku.—Thanks for good wishes. We are taking all
Sli„ ^ t  wc can, but we should not take kindly to sitting 
(Cll' In any case it is not work so much as worry that 
g a i n s t  one. The actual gift of the £100 to the Thco- 
(,f 1C!*1 Society seems to cast some doubt on the truth

n, CERE.” —The Bishop of Bradford’s wonder that so
' CixEhe storv-

"■ itl'V Bc°ple can Ket 011 without religion means getting on 
^  his religion, and that wonder is not too distantly

I, 1 ‘llp(i t0 qle fear that people may get on without him. 
p ' AeRaham— R eceived and shall appear as early as 
H'iiik" e' ° ne w'^'1 an^ Pretence to genuine scientific
of believes to-day that nations rise and fall because

•heir
„ ^ad

VÏ
‘racial stock.”  That sort of thing is scientifically

^ RNBANK ”  (Bristol).—Sorry, 1 iut we cannot tell from 
hr0,11 I ° u received a copv of the paper. It did not come 

'I  Z . y  aa you are a regular subscriber.
II'.,t>,'.T——NVe are obliged for the two new subscri
"oil! «  Riving us twice 

J. 0, the less welcome. 
uAsi; .........

subscriptions.
•'on- '* K‘v*ng ns twice as much as we asked for, but it is

"Ione Thanks, we can use the citations nearer the time 
’Hi -i '^ "nth other things. We have several things in 
!>ttt<l °̂r H1" occasion. We are taking every possible care, 

tf0a C10 work must go on, and Ave are feeling much better.
hi> Advertising and Distributing the Freethinker.—Dr. 

\ f e l l ,  2s. 6d.
of ,!Ve to thank several readers for ‘Sending us the source 

the quotation, in last weeks paper. Tt is from Brown- 
s ’ 'he Confessional.

ret freethinker "  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
rcJ rn- -4wy difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

POrted to this office.

The offices of the National Secular Society and the Secular 
Society Limited, are now at 68 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4. Telephone: Central 1367.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C-4t 
and not to the Editor.

When the services of the National Secular Society in con. 
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com
munications should be addressed to the Secretary R. H. 
Rosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

The “  Freethinker "  will be forwarded direct from the Pub
lishing Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :— 
One year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

All cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
“  The Pioneer Press," and crossed “  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Clerkenwell Branch."

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

Sugar Plums

A correspondent, to whom we refer elsewhere in this 
issue, charges us with being “  heavily biassed against 
Fascism .”  Of course we have a “  bias ”  against F as
cism, as \\Te have a bias for or against many other 
things. To have a bias means of necessity no more than 
to lean in one direction rather than in another, and how 
can anyone with the slightest claim to intelligence study 
anything without bias towards or against it ? Probably 
the writer means we have a prejudice against it, and 
that is a very different thing, for that means expressing 
a judgment without due examination, and to this we 
plead “  not gu ilty .”  We have examined Fascism in 
both theory and practice. A  Fascist, avIio is forbidden 
to listen to the other side, and where Fascism is in 
power, is punished if he does, strikes us as the last 
word in human degradation. And we continue to be 
“  heavily biassed ”  against such a system—if “ system”  
is not too dignified a name for it.

The Manchester Guardian is one of the minority of 
newspapers in the country which Avrites with a sense of 
responsibility towards the public, and one may assume 
that they have taken to verify, so far as it is possible, a 
narrative told by a woman who was for two years a 
prisoner under the Fascist Government of Germany. The 
article appeared in the issue of the Guardian for August 
7, and we advise those interested to get a copy of the 
paper and see what Fascism really means when it gets 
to work. Nothing more villainous has appeared for 
some time, and it enables the English reader to realize 
some of the things that are occurring under a system 
which is being lauded by two or three of our “  large 
circulation ”  papers, and the kind of thing that is under 
Fascism.

The story told is a ghastly one, and wc can only give 
the barest outline here. The woman’s home was visited 
in the early hours of the morning by three Blackshirts. 
The wife arid her husband were taken off to the Black
shirt guardroom. After the first question was asked, 
“ Are you a Communist?”  the woman was seized, her 
back was bared and she was ordered twenty-five strokes. 
At the sixth she fainted. She was then made to stand 
up, and with the skin on her back broken was forced 
to sit on a chair. Another man was brought, a former 
town councillor, who had already been beaten and was 
unable to stand. “  IIis eyes were turned up so that one 
could scarcely see anj'thing but the whites. The saliva 
was running from his mouth.”  “  Frau X  ”  was then 
brought in and beaten with rubber truncheons. “  I was 
put across the chair once more, laid bare and given 
further strokes. M y mouth was stopped with a cloth, 
my legs stretched and parted. M y husband was brought 
in, in order to witness the treatment given to me. Later 
I Avas forced to look at his maltreatment. . . . We wom en
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were not only maltreated, but coarsely abused, and each 
of us was branded on the forehead.”  Four of the pris
oners were placed in a small cell, and two had to sleep on ' 
the floor. The lady, she signs herself, L.U ., was then j 
taken to another prison, and beaten again. The letter is 
filled with similar details of almost unbelievable brutal
ities inflicted on both L.U . and others. L.U. affirms that 
eighty per cent of the women were working women and 
twenty per cent intellectuals. Their crime was they were 
suspected of being in touch with anti-Fascists. For an 
unimpassioned statement of cold-blooded brutality, the 
account equals anything we have ever read. We should 
like to see the whole letter reprinted and circulated by 
the million copies.

The other day we saw an account of a meeting of ex- 
service men, who entertained a company of German ex- 
service men, and at the conclusion drank to the health 
of Hitler, and sang the Höre Wiessel song. We would 
like to piesent each of the Englishmen present with a 
copy of the Guardian for August 7.

Mr. Whitehead reports that the week in Bath could 
certainly be called successful, because many of the in
habitants learned there was another side of religion, 
hitherto unknown to them. We thank the local mem
ber of the N .S.S . who made the visit possible, and per
haps a return visit might be arranged a little later. 
Mr. Whitehead now returns to Lancashire, and com
mencing to-day (August 16) will spend a week in Burn
ley, where friends will be numerous and good meetings 
may be expected. Full details will be found in the Lec
ture Notices column, and the local Branch of the N .S.S. 
will co-operate at all meetings.

the

E pistolary Pearls 
From The Archives of E dessa

(Continued from  page 507)

Other churches were built round about the city; and 
many people came from the East and from Assyria to 
see the miracles of Addseus, and to hear his words. 
Narses, the Assyrian King, hearing of the wonders 
performed by Addseus, asked Abgar either to send the 
man himself, or to give him a full report of the man’s 
doings in Edessa. This last request Abgar granted, 
sending Narses an account which filled him with 
amazement. Abgar, being unable to cross the Roman 
territory into Palestine with the object of slaying the 
Jews for their having crucified Christ, wrote as 
follows to the Emperor Tiberius: —

K ing Abgar to our Lord Tiberius Caesar : know
ing that nothing is concealed from your Majesty, I 
write and inform your great and dread Sovereignty 
that the Jew s who are under your hand, and dwell 
in the country of Palestine, have assembled them
selves together, and crucified the Christ, without any 
fault worthy of death, after he had done before them 
signs and wonders, and had shown them great and 
mighty works, so that he even raised the dead to 
life for them; and at the time they crucified him the 
sun became darkened, and the earth also shook, and 
all creatures trembled and quaked, and, as if of their 
own accord, at this deed the whole creation quailed, 
and the inliabiters of the creation. And now your 
Majesty knowetli what order it is meet for you to 
give respecting the people of the Jews who have 
done these tilings.7

7 Cureton, p. 16. Moses Chorenensis, a writer of the fifth 
century, who is termed “  the father of Armenian history,”  
gives in his Historia Armcnica (L. II., c. 33) a copy of the 
above letter in slightly different phrases, and with the follow
ing important addition after the marvels attending the Cruci
fixion : “  Jesus himself, three days later resuscitated from 
among the dead and appeared to many. To-day in all places 
his mere name invoked by his disciples produces the greatest

f o l b w i n g ' r e p i y 1 d m v  fr£OT TiberiUS

ceived b .°^ Fidelity towards me I have re-
whit ft, t 3t has heen read before me. Touching

le Jens have had the audacity to do with the■ u i„„  and
made' Ft '' ,overnor Pilate also has written aim 
the to ,ny Froconsul, Aulbinus, respecting
becins,> 11 ' m^S "ducli thou hast written to me. But
belled ao-a'insTT ° f ^  people of S * *Pain> who ],ave re
reason t i  1 ’ IS 0,1 foot at this time, for this
but T I3' e no* been able to avenge the matter;
charo-e'ie!riiiCParet-’ when 1  have leisure, to bring » 
inn- pj fi,5 , ~ aTanist the Jew s, who act not accord-
was 'in,nm,'!"i iAnd 011 tIlis account Pilate also, who
another in his J ' 7  i” ’ 0 " ° vcrnor t]lere> 1 haye sent
because l, . stead, and dismissed him in disgrace, 
Jews -.nd feXT led tllC *aw< and did the will of the 

' ’ for tlle gratification of the Jews, crucifiedm u  tu t L iic  ^ l a i m c a u u i i  v/*. - —  »» l i i i l l  111*

Christ who, according to what 1 hear abou )0’lfed 
stead of the cross of death, deserved to be ^  ^ ey 
and adored by them, and the more so, bccau. ^  
saw with their own eyes everything that he 1 a)U| 
thou according to thy Fidelity towards lÛ > âSt 
thine own compact, and that of tliy fa*- icr‘ ’ 
done well in thus writing to me.8 ^

Abgar received Aristides, the aiubassadjrt ^  
Tiberius, and sent him back with presents sinta (0 
his august master. Aristides “  went from E. eS Qf 
Thicuntha, where Claudius, second from the 
was,”  and next to Artica, where Tiberius waf ’ -stifleS 
then watching the surrounding regions. . en
told Tiberius all about Abgar and Addaeus, ant '  ^  
T'iberius “  had leisure from the war,”  he sent ^ 
ing some of the chief Jews in Palestine to be s 
which Abgar greatly rejoiced. In his last 1 v 
Addseus, calling Aggseus before the whole  ̂C ' 1  
appointed him “  Guide and Ruler ”  in his s p 
Palut, a deacon, he made a Presbyter; and A 
ma, a scribe, he made a deacon. Then in the 1 
ence of the Nobles and Chiefs, Addaeus gave a 
address, at the end of which Abgar with his prl* , 
and Nobles returned in grief to his palace; and, m 
ing that Addaeus was near death, he sent him 5̂
ourable and noble apparel”  for the interment 
corpse; but Addaeus refused the gift, saying
had taken nothing from him in life, and wotu0^ ^  
nothing from him at death, because Christ had (■ 
“  Accept not anything from any man, and posse* ( . g 
anything in the world.”  Three days later on ^ 
fifth of the week, and the fourteenth of the

in
•cd }this own ancestral tomb. There the Church pt&)L .; 

intervals, and commemorated his death “  from 1 
to year.”

Iyar, “  he died mourned by all the city, Cfirb1 
Jews, and Pagans.”  “  Abgar the King ”  laid l" 1^

A'1'

R e m a r k s

T he E usebian  A ccount

This refers both the correspondence between ji; 
gar and Christ, and the preaching of Thaddm"^, 
Edessa to the year 340, which indubitably means 
three hundred and fortieth year of the Greek rcC 
ing, and which therefore equates with the tW^^

miracles.”  I11 this exemplar the alleged author styleS  ̂ tiie 
self “ Abgar King of Armenia” ! A Latin version 
aforesaid liistory with notes, dissertations, and other tn® y>. 
was issued by the Whiston Brothers at London n' t̂i 
Cureton (pp. 123-139) gives B. IL , cc. 26-36, from the .(|, .1 
version, issued at Paris by M. le Vaillant de Floriva' '  p 
dedication to Nicholas Emperor of Russia [from * 
1855.] , , se? °(

8 Cureton, p. 17. This letter, as presented by M‘ rt.p<,rl
Chorene adds that Tiberius in consequence of Pilate s  ̂ 10
about Christ’s case vainly requested the Roman Se'\‘ fps 

J reckon Christ among the Roman deities; and that I* ¡it*
threatened with death all who should speak id -js,'
Christians. Tiberius calls Abgar “ King of the Arnic'1'1
Cureton, p. 134.
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*
ninth year of our era, when according to several of j 
the fathers, the crucifixion took place. s I
died just before Easter, the letters are evidently - 
ferred to the first quarter of the year name , an 
''is disciples were all at Jerusalem on the L"  V" 
following his ascension,10 the departure o ‘ 
darns for Edessa is no less plainly assigned 
same year. Soon after inserting the a ove a > 
Husebius inserts a brief reference to 1 s f ® 1 ,
il'is last occurs between his relation o v 
death and his report of Paul’s conversion; and t 
he adds that Thaddaeus converted all ^dess , n 
that ever since then the city has remained faith> •
Aet almost immediately hereupon he recounts •
conversion of an Ethiopian, and 
as the first heathen to be converted. tun,
’"S to ,1cis, Philip’s Ethiopian professed the J 
A aith, had been to Jerusalem for the purpose 
s'dp, and was reading the prophet Isam 11 011 '
'Vard journey at the moment when Pin ip " j  ' .
1 the ligh t of the Gospel. In  *-he Eusebian 
A'count the v isit of Tliaddm us to Edessa is rep 
Sci’ted as the natural fulfilm ent of Christ s  Pjonns , 
and no special circumstances are sau to un^
"'i^ d  the tim e of its occurrence; but n everth el^s, 
Eusebius him self seems to have connec ec 1 |
% > t of Christians from Jerusalem  upon' Stephen 
Martyrdom. A cts, w hich records tins ^flight, says 
that the apostles did not take part in  it.

C Clayton Do ve .
(To be continued)

’See Martyrs of Edcssa.
'"■ Els of the Apostles i. 12-15» 11 • »•

"  a  X. 13 Acts vui. 27-30. “  Acts viiL I.

^reta Garbo and Francisco Ferrer

int' 0Re tlie Prague Congress of Freethinkers passes 
° history, a final chapter remains to be written, 

j ‘ E- Bradlaugh Bonner and myself have described 
lese pages something of the personnel of the C011- 

<j,| Ss> of the papers read, of the resolutions adopted. 
e closing scene of this important Conference did 

take place in Prague at all, yet it was in many 
A’s the most significant and inspiring of the activi- 
,s of the Congress. As the only English delegate 
A lleged to take part in this closing scene, it falls to 

to round off the series of articles 011 this memor- 
Congress.

v ,\dis most successful close took the form of the un- 
,. '»g of a monument to Francisco Ferrer in the prin- 
j’al square of the great city of Ostrava, in Moravia. 

„ Freethinkers know, of course, of Ferrer, the 
banish “  martyr of Montjuich,”  and founder of the 
Free Si»'

oth. 'ce Schools ”  movement in his country. But
j ers than Freethinkers read the F reeth in k er, so a 

Words about Ferrer will not be out-of-]ilace here— 
 ̂l'ecially in view of what is happening in Spain at 

I l' 'noinent. Briefly, then, Francisco Ferrer was 
at Alella, near Barcelona, the most progressive

e'ty "1 Spain. He was a Freethinker, with unortho-
]’l>x Political views, whose rather stormy youth had 
, . e residence abroad for a while desirable. But hischief

Who
offence in the eyres of the clerical reactionaries

j under Alfonso X III . misgoverned Spain was his 
 ̂’»nding, in the opening years of this century, of the 

Moderna, the modern t or free, school, in 
p " ch the instruction given ignored Catholic dogma, 
pj" this gravest of all offences in the view of the 

‘"roll Ferrer was arrested on some pretext or other,
■ after a farce of a trial by court-martial was shoth
J a firing-squad in the fortress of Montjuich just out-

side Barcelona. That day, October 13, 1909, was 
destined to be an unlucky day for the Church in Spain. 
When we read of the churches and convents now 
going up in fire and smoke in the land that Ferrer 
loved and tried to help, let us, before we condemn, re
member the gentle, soft-spoken school-master done to 
death in the moat of Montjuich. Those who would 
know more of this infamous page in Spanish history, 
a page that sheds so much light on the history of 
present-day Spain, should read William Archer’s 
Life, Trial, and Death of Francisco Ferrer.

The monument to be unveiled at Ostrava was only 
the second one in the world to commemorate the 
great Spanish reformer. It was erected by the Union 
of Socialist Freethinkers of Moravia-Silesia. Ostrava 
is a long way from Prague, being almost on the 
frontier of Poland, near Teshin, of whose location Mr. 
Lloyd-George confessed ignorance on an historic 
occasion. It is a great industrial city of steel-works 
and coalmines. Of almost mushroom growth, the 
cityr had 42,000 inhabitants in 1921, while at the 
present-day it has over 175,000 inhabitants and is the 
third largest city of Czechoslovakia. The town- 
council, with, apparently, a majority of Socialist and 
Communist members, is presided over by the Mayor, 
Josef Chalupnik, a Freethouglit comrade who is also 
a member of the Senate of Czechoslovakia.

All the delegates to the Prague Congress were in
vited to take part in the unveiling of the Ferrer monu
ment. Not all were able to do so, for the distance 
(and expense) was considerable, involving as it did a 
journey of over six hours all across Bohemia and 
Moravia. As I have indicated, I was the only Eng
lish delegate able to make this journey. It is tempt
ing to dwell upon the sights seen from the train as we 
cross the smiling plains of Bohemia and Moravia, but 
we must leave the ploughing oxen and gaily-dressed 
peasants for the slag-heaps and chimneys of modern 
industrialism. Our train was met at the station by 
the Mayor, and about two thousand others, and we 
were welcomed by an address. After this we drove 
in a calvacade of about a dozen cars, with the Mayor 
at our head, to the magnificent town hall. The streets 
were lined with people, as they would be for a royal 
procession in less enlightened countries, and it was 
amusing, to one westerner at least, to be greeted by 
the official salute of the police and the clenched 
raised fists of the uniformed Communists who co
operated in keeping back the crowd.

Space will not permit the telling of the official recep
tion at the town hall, nor of the lantern lecture on 
I'errer given in the evening, in the fine hall attached 
to the permanent anti-clerical exhibition maintained 
by Ostrava Freethinkers. We must struggle through 
the dense crowd packed in the wide square in which 
stands the monument which will be a perpetual re
minder to the passer-by of the ferocity of the wolf
like followers of the Eamb.

What a manifestation! Picture to yourself a 
square about the size of Trafalgar Square, London, 
packed so that it was impossible to walk about in it. 
At the very lowest estimate there must have been 
10,000 people present. Near one side was a small 
platform, and beside it the monument. This was a 
bust in bronze under a stone canopy supported by 
pillars. I am not an authority on the plastic arts, but 
I should say that the bust was good in its “  photo
graphic ”  art line; a simple and straightforward repre
sentation of a simple and straightforward man.

Proceedings opened by a band playing the Czecho
slovak National Anthem, stirring, but lengthy. I 
was informed that when the hymn was adopted at the 
foundation of the Republic, neither the Czechs nor the 
Slovaks would yield up their local hymn, so both
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were strung together. Be that as it may, the proceed
ings terminated With the singing by all présent, led 
by a choir, of the “ International.”  So- there was 
something for all tastes. And as the square had been 
fitted in every part with loud-speakers, all present 
were able to hear the orators.

I  am not an orator, but being the only Englishman 
present, I  was called upon to speak. More than ever 
I regretted the absencè of our President, Mr. Chap
man Cohen. But being pressed by the President of 
the International and by the President of the Czecho
slovak Freethinkers, I  decided to “  say my piece.”  
I had the very great honour of being called upon of 
all the delegates to speak first, after the Mayor and 
the President of the Frecthought International, and I 
was followed by French, American (Czech), Russian 
arid other speakers. My speech was the only one in 
English, and it was translated into Czech by no less a 
person than Mr. Emil Voska, President of the Czecho
slovak Freethinkers, and, incidentally, one of the half- 
dozen men who helped Masaryk to found the Re
public.

The following is the gist of what the English dele
gate said. He began by making the usual avowal, 
that it was a privilege and honour to address such a 
gathering on such an occasion, but added that it was 
a still greater honour to be the only one there to 
speak for England. The English people had played 
a great part in the struggle for freedom, for tolerance, 
arid for freedom of thought and speech, and it was 
thefèfore right and natural that they should be repre
sented there. At thè moment there was a great 
struggle going on fòr the soul of the English people. 
That people was unfortunately confused and divided 
at the moment, some leaning to France and Russia, 
some to Germany. He, the speaker, was not going to 
talk politics, but of one thing he was sure, that was 
that all Englishmen were the friends of the small 
nations [alas ! this was before the let-down over Abys
sinia], and especially of that nation whose honoured 
soil, Masaryk, had dwelt so long among us.

“  This solemn, but joyful, occasion,’ ’ went on the 
speaker, “  reminds me of a great film, indeed a noble 
film, in which a great actress of a little nation, like 
Czechoslovakia, played the chief rôle. I  expect that 
sòme of you will have seen this film, Queen Christina, 
ili which the incomparable Greta Garbo plays the part 
of the Swedish Queen of the middle of the seventeenth 
century. In the film story the queen receives the am
bassadors of the great .States, England, France and 
Spain. To the Spanish Ambassador the Queen speaks 
of the leading men in Spanish arts and sciences of that 
time—of Cervantes, of Lope de Vega, of Velasquez. 
The ambassador expresses his surprise and gratifica
tion that the Queen of so distant a land should know 
of, and care for, these great men of another country. 
The Queen replied in these gracious words : 1 In 
honouring your great men we elevate ourselves.’ ”

“ What was true then,”  continued the speaker, “ is 
true to-day. To-day another small nation is erecting 
this monument to another great man—a very great 
man—of Spain. By so doing, by honouring the name 
of Francisco Ferrer and his work for education and 
I'reethought, my Czechoslovak comrades are elevat
ing themselves. I, an Englishman, can only be 
jealous that my country, when, in its turn, it raises a 
monument to Ferrer, will only lie following the noble 
Czechoslovak people.”

B a ya r d  S im m o n s.

From the Turk and the comet, Good Lord, deliver us. 
Addition to the Litany by Pope Calixtns III .

The Curse of B lind Belief

W iia t  are the implications involved in the doc iu>̂  
an ahni 
religion: 
accept ?

of
ahmVluU1C m v w v c u ........... ...

relief on a ° mniscieilb and prescient being sri'cli as
eac 1 and the credulous public blindly

1’roperly to answer this question it is necessary to 
ay down certain fundamental propositions.

(0  All belief rests fundamentally upon thought, 
and belief in turn must, or should, be in accord with 
ogical canons of thinking. Again, the nature o 

thought must be understood, otherwise it would he 
impossible to distinguish between correct and faulty 
thinking.

(2) The basis of thought is human experience, to
gether with the logical deductions drawn therefrom. 
I he sole material for thought is the external world, 
the non-ego, the contents or nature of wtiicli is abso
lutely inexplicable to man, but which consists for man 
m his interpretation of phenomena. This, again, e 
the reflex of phenomena upon his mind, that is «P°n 
11s sensations, feeling and will. Man thus receives 

impressions from the external world, itself inscrutable 
to him, and interprets this world by reading into it its 
effects upon his mind.

(3) Nature, as known to us, is a purely subjective 
creation of man; its existence is assumed for the reason 
that there must be something beyond trian which 
serves as the cause of his mental states, and it is 
this unknown something that is given the name 
the external world, or non-ego.

Eet us illustrate this by simple exam ple. Before
But can a h'1 

realu
:by

is a leaf, which I describe as green, 
possibly be green, and what does such a term 
imply? Is it aught else but a.sensation that is fê  jj 
11s through the medium of the optic nerve? ™
“  green ”  is truly but a sensation of ° 111”

possessed of a nerv 
It is not the leaf it-how can anything not 

structure be “ green” ?
self that is green, it is we who attribute the quality 
greenness to an external object affecting us in 
particular manner. And as we know nothing 
ever of this external world but its action upon us, ^ 
description of it must of necessity be in terms of " 
own feelings or sensations.

We may, of course, disregard the fact that the 1’^  
ception of colour nrav vary—that what is green to 1 
human may be a different colour to another. 11 ^  
were to accept both these presumptions as true of • ( 
external object, it would mean that the same obje 
could be two colours at once.

tir'1
■fiat'

Like considerations hold true of all properties,

o«1'
cop'

Theconsequently of all bodies described by man. 
word “  square ”  for instance, really represents u(> 
irig but a complex of tactual sensations arising u ‘ 
passing the hands in definite directions along the 
line of a body in such a manner as to remain in 
tact with it. The term “  hard ”  has no other n'0,1̂  
ing than that of resistance to pressure applied throW-̂  
muscular exertion. What “  hard ”  is apart from 1 .x lil
sensations must remain a mystery to us. For us 1 
enough that all the external conditions’ remain ct 
stant in their effects upon us.

Since then all matter for thought is due to 111;||I|, 
sensations, and to his interpretation of these in acC°^c 
a nee with experience, direct or indirect, and since om 

the

Is it not in direct
science and 1°

indispensable prerequisite for all sensation is a net» 

system; what possible meaning can attach to 
phrase “  bodiless spirit ”  ? 
diction to all experience, to all 
philosophy ? t

Nothing could be more senseless or lnore dishoi’e' 
than the idea of an incorporeal life. In discussing 1
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question, as is also true of all oilier questions r 
in the unknown, one condition is uu ispe • >
namely, that our thinking shall be honest, ia 
say that our conclusions shall not exceet 01 
tradicted by experience. _ . ,

The terms “ so u l”  and “ sp irit”  iû tlieir Ü j  
trinal meaning are mere words. As e' er> s ... _ 
Psychology knows, there is no such B u n g L ^ike 
distinct from our mentality as a v» • rinal 
Ike notion of a God, such terms are in t ieir , • 
signification but evidence of the powei o e‘ .• s 
"orance which has been, handed down rom ken-
°f primitive man who, unable to explain na ,
omena, attributed all that happened to sup
action. . i(,.(

The real truth is, not that God created man, 
d'at man created God. ,

Again, as to the fact of morality. The Ç^nr,. ^  
d'tion of associated existence is the rccogni cQn_

that where more than one human eu 
Cwt'ed, some standard of action is  ̂ j  |
Kr«.p is to exist. Moral rules arise out of m o r a le  
ln©, and these again out of the play of sen^tmns by 
"Wch we are brought into actual relations with wha 
*  call the external world. To act n ^ U y . or m ^  

the impulse must come from within, and n otm  
"kedience to a mere command from n is
’"orality assumes its higher forms wh condi.
consciously the product of a perception , , - b l e  
tioi's under which general happiness becorn *editions 
> a l  law, in short, is a statement of ti e conditions 
tllat make the life of a community P^sit) •

K».nralls. there is «  Î  problem

S ; = “ Æ . e m .  '/o r if 0 * * ^
Ü moral laws arc of divine « n  b »  ÇouW 

»'fluent i . .  - — ’ •> I f  it were God s will tnar w
under all circumstances, bow

of

uence be resisted? 
should act morally 
could we act otherwise ?

w,
'vili 
tifi 
to
$0

,e do so, replies the priest, because w7e have free-
llut is this true ? Is there in reality any such 
as free-will? There is not. Our will appears 

Us to be free because we are not always capable of 
j? analysing our mental states as to determine clearly 
j 16 origin of our motives. But it is certain that noth- 

hr happens without a cause;
’' ery state of mind is dependent upon definite ele- 
j'ci'ts that have given rise to it. But to preach abso- 

free-will is to declare that a result may exist with- 
’d a cause, which is as great a logical lie as that other

iloti
in

Vcrationof divine truth— that the world came from
""g . Has anything ever Irecn created in this way 
human experience? Does nature ever create, or

Hi,

she not always modify, dissolve and reassemble 
a different form that which has already existed ? 
ousider the nature of the Morality offered us by 

. '' Priesthood. Priestly morality is preached as 
u . y  mercenary, and appeals to the lowest of 
tl 1 1Ves> self-interest alone; whereas in proportion to 
I c degree of self-interest involved, action loses its 
f)j.1 y nioral character. Our moral feeling, our sense 
, . "dial is right is, like consciousness itself, the 

'Tied result of empirical life, inheritance, training 
Us'i bought. If conscientiousness were instilled into 

a God, how is it that it has varied from time to 
"L* as the intelligence of man has varied? Nay, 

s lahty differs, changes during the history of the 
Peoi»le, i)i various strata of that people, and in 

1 ®rent nations.
''e harmful influence of religious doctrines on the 

tl " r;d sense is seen if we think of the implications of 
a teaching that God stands to man as a loving

Tther. 
terms ?

God is good ! What is the meaning of these 
If a father were to subject his children to all

the torments of this mundane life, destroy them by 
thousands by means of earthquakes, floods, typhoons, 
to arrange that his children should be born to hunger, 
poverty, and crime, blind, deaf, dumb or maimed, to 
be the victims of disease and of all the forms of human 
misery; would it be honest thinking to call such a 
being a loving father, and the almighty?

What reason can there be for such repulsive hypoc
risy? None but that corruption of the mind that re
sults from blind belief rendering it impervious to all 
honest thinking.

What is the rejoinder the priests make to this critic
ism ? That it ill becomes man to criticize God, he is 
so immeasurably above human comprehension, and 
we cannot but submit to his will. But if 
we cannot form an adequate idea of this being; by 
what right is he declared to be the acme of goodness 
and justice? When one counts all the evils to which 
the human race has been subjected, is it more reason
able to posit a God or a Devil? Would not upright
ness of character and respect for truth not rather 
demand a declaration of what is really the case, 
namely, that there never has been any evidence re
garding the existence or the nature of this God, whilst, 
on the contrary, reason and experience assure us that 
no supposition can be less tenable than that of a sup
reme and eternal being apart from nature itself.

Yet priestcraft declares that this God has ever ex
isted. But if something can exist that has not been 
created, what reasonable argument can be deduced 
against a like assumption with regard to the ex
ternal world? And if there would have been no 
world had its god not created one; does not the same 
reasoning apply to God himself? Whatever things 
we think about we can only imagine them as proceed
ing from pre-existent forms.

If the common parent of the Jewish, Mohamme
dan, Egyptian, Babylonian, Christian or any other 
religion is not mere legendary fear; how does it hap
pen that in their main outlines their gods are alike? 
Christianity has its prototype and counterpart in the 
Babylonian mysteries and in those of China, India, 
Greece and Rome. We have the doctrines of a Virgin 
Mother, a Trinity, a suffering Saviour. In these le
gends we find the Son suffering a violent death for the 
satisfaction of God and to redeem mankind. The abso
lute identity of the Babylonian and of the Papistic 
doctrines is incontestably demonstrated by the Rev. 
Alexander Bishop in his work The Two Babyloiis, 
published as far back as 1S73 . Yet so great is the 
power of unthinking religious belief that even the 
author himself fails to recognize that this identity is 
true of Protestantism which lie is here fighting for as 
against Catholicism.

W . M a u r ic b .

Correspondence

D EA TH

To the E ditor of the “  F reeth inker  "

S ir ,—To say that pain is not felt at the moment of 
death is as irrelevant as to say it is not felt a minute 
later. Perhaps not, but if the approaches which are 
part of the process are painful, that is quite enough to 
make rational a fear of the process.

You may reply that death may be sudden. I hope 
mine may be. Despite the Church’s prayer against 
sudden death, I fear that less than the other kind. But 
I do fear it. I am 70, and expect that in a year or two 
my colls will revolt and turn me out. When turned out, 
I may lie better off than now, or worse. Probably the 
former, for my present life is mostly pains with hardly 
any pleasure. None the less I  fear death. This is
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quite unreasonable. Reason would lead me to turn the 
gas on to-night. Instinct makes me fear to. Similarly 
reason bids me leave off eating and drinking. I do not 
enjoy it, and gain nothing by it except a longer stay 
in a world where I am a complete failure, but Instinct 
makes me eat and drink.

The parallel with sleep is unconvincing. Some do fear 
sleep. I do. I lie down and intend to sleep, but often 
at the very moment when my day-consciousness is about 
to slip away, the instinct of self-preservation awakes, 
and I start back terrified and awake. Yet my reason 
and experience say, not only that I will probably wake 
next morning, but that a moment after my day-life 
vanishes, m y dream-life will come, and stay till the day- 
life comes back. So far as I can tell, I have never been 
unconscious at all. Once under an anaesthetic I made a 
journey ri months long!

If then m y reason is not strong enough to conquer the 
fear of sleep, is it likely to conquer the fear of death ? 
Death in m y opinion (though not in yours) is a similar 
slipping from one consciousness to another.

As you say, "  for primitive man to think of himself as 
non-existent is an impossibility. I am a primitive man, 
and find it impossible. But of course I do not agree 
with your implied sequel, that primitive man is wrong. 
Progress is sometimes backwards, and the progress from 
primitivism to science is the growth of a gigantic fallacy. 
Being primitive, I base my theories on observation, not 
on scientific principles. I observe m y own memory 
stream. I look back along it. I  see no trace of non
existence. The vista fades into haze, it does not end at 
a precipice. I am told I was born. Quite likely (though 
it is a mere tradition, little better than the Gospels). 
But if I am to believe in a non-existence of which I  have 
no evidence, why am I to suppose it to end at birth? 
My first definite memory is over four years later, a vague 
memory of existence goes back for centuries earlier. If 
the latter is a delusion, why not the former ? I cannot 
remember where I was in 500 B.C., but to assume that 
therefore I was nowhere seems to me a non-sequitur.

“  No cause for fear, given understanding.’ ’
“  Understanding ”  =  agreement with C. Cohen! A ny

one who does not agree, evidently does not understand.
And “ no cause for fear ”  does not =  “  no fear.”  Fear 

is a fine example of indeterminism, it needs no cause!
C.H.

C A LV IN  AND DIVORCE

S ir ,—In your issue of August 9 you say, “  We think 
the greater freedom of Scotch law with regard to marri
age, is that it has kept more closely to the Roman Laws 
of M arriage.”

That is undoubtedly true with regard to some aspects 
of the marriage law, but it does not adequately explain 
the superiority of the Scotch Divorce Law to that of 
England.

Before 1560 »Scotland was a Catholic country, and like 
all other Catholic countries it had no divorce law. There, 
however, as in all other Catholic countries, the Pope 
had the power to “  annul ”  a marriage if he thought fit 
to do so. A t the piesent day the Pope will “ annul ”  
a marriage on fifteen different grounds, and it was much 
the same at that date. This power, of course, has been 
rarely exercised except for the benefit of kings, princes, 
and other influential people.

In 1560 the Reformers triumphed in Scotland, and their 
triumph put an end to the “  annulling ”  power of the 
Pope. To replace that power they enacted a divorce law 
which is substantially the one in force to-day. They 
did the same in various Continental countries.

England never became a genuinely Protestant country, 
and fell between two stools. She lost the annulling 
power of the Pope, and was too superstitious to enact a 
divorce law of her own. She went without any law at 
all till 1857, and then she enacted as bad a one as 
possible.

R. B. K e r r .

[We think the first two paragraphs in the above letter 
bear out what we said. The Roman idea of marriage as a 
civil contract, must have influenced the question of divorce. 
- E d.]

IN  M E M O R IA M  
On A ctive  Serv ice

»SIMMONS.—In affectionate remembrance of my youngest 
brother, and fellow poet, E kic Warr SIMMONS (“ JACK _ 
K.Sc., 2nd Lieut., 6th Batt., York and Lancaster Reg-. re" 
ported “ Missing,”  Suvla Bay, Gallipoli, August n , I9I5-

* »lory, that false half-brother of K ing Death, 
Came with a laurel wreath,
But took his breath.

(.lory, that empty substitute for Life,
Breeder of hate and strife,
Concealed a knife.

Dressed up as Duty, Glory him deceived;
1 lie blood-soaked earth received 
The life bereaved.

He fled from Life in idiot pursuit 
Of dusty, Dead Sea fruit :
Now he lies mute.

In the bright day great deeds he might have done, 
But he that now is gone 
Cannot do one.

Vile worms made feast on him ; told is his story! 
Dead . . . mangled . . . gorv.
What price glory ?

Bayard S immoMS-

S U N D A Y  L E C T U B E  N O T IC E S , ®*e'
Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, L0’1̂ ,/ 

E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will nt> 
inserted.

LONDON

OUTDOOR
tod“

Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch N.S.S. A lC
Park, near the Bandstand) : 6.30, Mr. P. Goldman. ^  

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, 
stead) : 11.30, Mr. L. Eburv. South Hill Park, Hamp5 
8.0, Monday, August 17, Mr. Saphin. Highbury Coriur’ 
Wednesday, August 19, Mr. L. Ebury. ep,

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) '■ v# 
Ir. L. Ebury. Rushcroft Road, opposite Brixtou 3, 

Hall, 8.0, Tuesday, August 18, Mr. P. Goldman. Cock 
Clapham Old Town, 8.0, Friday, August 21, Mr. L. B ^

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Comer of Deanery 
Water Lane, »Stratford) : 7.0, Mr. E . Saphin. ,3y,

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3.30, S« 
Messrs. Bryant, Wood, Evans, Tuson and Connell. an“Messrs. Saphin, Brvatit, Wood, Evans, Tuson, Lacey ^  
Connell. Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. Wood, Bryant 
Tuson. Thursday, 7.30, Messrs. Saphin and Wood. L i ,  
7.30, Mr. A. Leacy and others. Freethinker on sale at B 
Should be ordered in advance to avoid disappointment-

COUNTRY
OUTDOOR.

raiia?'Bi.ackrurn B ranch N.S.S. (Market): 7.30, 'Him 
August 13, Mr. J. Clayton. -0,

Burnley Branch N.S.S. (Burnley Market Place) • ^  
Sunday, Highain, 7.30, Monday. Burnley, 7.30,
Nelson, Chapel Street, 7.30, Wednesday. Accrington 
ket, 7.30, Tlmrsday. Burnley, 7.30, Friday. Kir. G. ' 
head will speak at these meetings. jjr-

Blyth (Market Place) : 7.0, Monday, Augxxst I7'
J. T. Brighton. ,4,

Chkstkr-LE-Street (The Bridge) : 8.0, Friday, Augur 
Kir. J . T. Brighton.

Huncoat, 7.30, Monday, August 17, Kir. J . Clayton- .y  
L iverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive, opposite j( 

ton Baths) : 8.0, A Lecture. St. James Mount, Liver" 
8.0, Wednesday, A Lecture. Mr-

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platts Fields) : 3-°;, ¿gi- 
J. V. Shortt (Liverpool)—“  Schools of Scandal.”  7-°> 
less Goodness.”

(Continued on page 527)
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