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Views and Opinions

eace aud the League
¢' 's (U the cards that Mussolini may have done the
Qllse °f peace a signal favour. Not consciously, or
¢ St purpose, but because he has so brazenly
jUried through a supreme example of national gang-
. ="sin, iu the pursuit of which no consideration of
(wtlce or decency has been allowed to play a part,
h' ,COUrse, national brigandage is nothing new in the
da ’\ieworld, and only in British school-books
tbis country stand free from the charge. But
j 1 1us and other countries there has been at least a
"Hal acknowledgment of serving some higher pur-
j°Se than that of getting a good “ rake-off.” We
w\e taken land— “ shouldered our burden,” is the
titlal ~Irase—*u the interests of civilization, to give
jre heathen Christianity, for the protection of our
nutters (these frontiers having previously been
JLven for the reasons aforesaid), or to relieve the
a Ue people from a cruel and barbarous Govern-
u't. But Mussolini has cast aside all pretence. Even
,e hlea that Italy was forced to take action because
~'e conduct of Abyssinia to Wal-Wal is now dis-
‘ul«l by the avowal that Italy has reached the goal
Ui,rds which it has been striving for fourteen years,
| K l'iat this is the first phase of the building-up of a
]1€'v lonian Empire. To this end every restraint has
TN cust aside. Non-combatants, children, women,
fpitals, have been bombed and drenched with
nson gas, and whole populations threatened with
Y erHunation if resistance did not cease. The world
p\S '>ecu shown what kind of war will be waged by
usrseist culture, and it has set the pattern for future

bi this, Mussolini has been actually aided by the
j,"° body that should and could have stayed his hand.
yicd with preparations for war, the League of
i"tons was substantially passive. Faced with war
n JNing, the League, under the influence of Britain
‘ 11 Prance, remained as passive as circumstances
“"Pitted. France in the person of Laval, entered
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into private understandings with Italy to delay action
as far as could be managed. Britain and France, with
hands tied by treaties that had actually promised to
Italy part of Abyssinia, did what they could to pre-
vent the open invasion of Abyssinia. It is certain that
if France had been told plainly that it must stick to
the letter and the spirit of the Covenant, and if it had
been faced with the withdrawal of co-operation by
both Britain and Russia iu case of a refusal, the in-
vasion would have been stopped at the outset. The
smaller nations would have co-operated, if only under
the influence of self-preservation—for with Germany
and Italy dominating Europe none of them can be
safe. And no sensible man could have been deceived
by the characteristically Baldwinian dishonesty that
Britain was prepared to take part in “ collective
action.” It was obvious that *“ collective ” here
stood for unanimous action, and that the holding
back of any nation could be taken as an excuse for
quiescence. It was not unanimous but decisive action
that was required. Even when sanctions were ap-
plied, it was done slowly and ineffectively, so that
Mussolini should not be annoyed too greatly or
hampered too seriously. It was said that Mussolini
was bluffing. If so the bluff should have been called.
But only those grossly ignorant of the mail with
whom they were dealing could have believed this.
Genuine megalomaniacs do not bluff; it is part of
their condition that they shall not. The bluff was
on the side of Britain and France; and the bluff was
directed, not against Italy, but against the British
and French people. It was they who were bluffed
into believing that their leaders meant something,
when they meant nothing at all.

* * *

Reform the League

But the pitiful failure of the League of Nations
does not prove the uselessness of such a body, it
serves only to demonstrate its absolute necessity, if
civilization is not to go down before an onslaught of
Fascist gangsterism. But there must be a real League
of Peoples, and not a collection of representatives of
the old gangs, each playing a double game, making
private arrangements, framing secret treaties, and
each striving to steal a march on each other. Sucli a
League must:—

() Be formed by a representative from every
State and all should meet on equal terms.
“ Sanctions ” should be devised against those
who refuse to co-operate, just as sanctions oper-
ate against those in any community who decline
to be regulated by agreed laws.

(@) Disputes between nations
settled on precisely the same basis as civilized
States now settle disputes between individuals.
“ National honour ” must be raised to the level
of individual honour, and lying, trickery, double
dealing and the threat of force by a nation

should be
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should be placed upon the same level as these
things stand among decent-minded individuals.

(3 The tribunal which decides disputes be-
tween nations should have at its disposal
sufficient force to enforce its decision, exactly as
the law of a country gives the justiciary, force to
implement its judgments. There need then be
no greater personal interest in deciding disputes
than there is in deciding disputes in our own
courts, and no more disgrace in accepting such
decisions than there is in accepting a decision of
the High Courts in this country.

(4 With such a court in existence national
armies, always an invitation to war, would be
unnecessary. The existence of a national army
is, from the point of view of sane international-
ism, an invitation to lawlessness; for, in relation
to other nations, a national army is as much a
lawless body as a highwayman or a burglar is a
lawless person in relation to the rest of the com-
munity.

(5) Nations must go to this international body
to give as well as to take. All existing treaties
should be disclosed for revision or cancellation.
There should be an end to these private arrange-
ments between “statesmen,” which are not
known even to the people on whose behalf these
statesmen profess to be acting. With the aboli-
tion of large private national armies, and that
portion of the original plan of the League of
Nations— “ open treaties openly arrived at,” in
operation, one great cause of national hatred
and jealousy would disappear. Apart from
private exploitation, the only reason for one
nation wishing to monopolize an undue share of
the earth’s surface, is the wish to be safe in war-
time. The conditions of the use of the earth by
all nations would be laid down by an inter-
national court. In this, again, we should only
be following the rule that applies within the
boundaries of a civilized State. There is not a
civilized country in the world where individuals
are allowed to use land without regard to the
well-being of the rest of the community. How-
ever inadequate, the ownership of land is con-
trolled by laws concerning taxation, usage, etc.,
and in the last resort is subject to compulsory
purchase confiscation. We must lift our states-
men to the intellectual and ethical level of or-
dinary individuals.

6) If the League is to function usefully the
status quo of all the nations represented must be
taken as open to modification. The existing re-
lations and standings of nation are an obvious
cause of war, and a League that stands for the
maintenance of the status quo dooms itself to
futility. Some nations pay so heavily for
making war probable that they may well pay a
little in the hopes of making war very improb-
able.

* * *

The Risks of Peace

I know it is said that if nations agree to disband their
armies and rely for protection and just dealing, upon
the decisions of a non-national court with power to
enforce its decisions, we shall be running terrible
risks. Well, what are we doing now? Could any
risks be greater than those we are now running?
Those who warn us of the risks we run if the present
situation is altered, are also those who tell 1Is that
the next war will outdo all previous wars in its ruth-
lessness, its cost in money and life, and will prob-
ably destroy such civilization as exists. If these are
the risks we run by the continuation of existing con-
ditions, could we run a greater one by experimenting
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in another direction? The cost of maintaining ail
international force of the kind described is another
objection. This from a country which is spending
more 11 maintaining its own forces than an effective
international force would probably cost. The exist-

ineffective™ * m?rdy costly>k is demonstrably

i'"* pot ar&uing against the use of force in certain
it Tv Ullllles' “here are circumstances in which the
./ 1 lcatl<m of force is inevitable. Nor do I see that
nose who argue against this are loth to avail
., ™1£dves of the Protection of force wielded in their
ecuRA? . 1 °tlers-. fhere is really no difference in

I*  "een being protected in one’s rights by a
e Qnan’ bellind whon is a stronger force if re-

main! ' na,r , protecti«ff oneself. I am arguing

order' *1* b>rce klat is hi existence to preserve
; cei aid to secure justice, shall be in the hands, or

the control, of a power that shall be as.d'm
partial in its activities as is an ideal judge in an ideal
court. . . . lvqual

At present outside the boundaries of indivi
nations we have hardly anything but sheer aliarc
a state of affairs in which the same person is I>al".
judge and jury, and prates of truth while in(
in lying propaganda, and of justice while deci™ »
his own case and determining what damages sn
awarded him. We have a condition of things
which any adventurer, or any body of adven
who achieves control of a nation’s armed forces
body in which individual thinking is by disciplu,e
duced to a minimum), may plunge a nation, am
haps the world, into disaster. |

The fault of the existing League of Nations i
it is neither judicial in its character nor imp:ulia
its decisions. Before a case is tried, the judges
instructed from the outside as to what decision £
are to come to. The judges are forsworn befoie
take their seats, nay, their appointment depends
their being forsworn; and their falseness as F T
is counted to their honour as “ patriots.” p
spasm of forgetfulness we erected a monument n 1
Trafalgar Square, bearing the inscription “PatrwL
is not enough.” Any future League of Natl
should have that inscription engraved over its llie
ing-place, and should read it with complete hoi,e'
of interpretation.

So the choice between taking the road that lead5
civilization or that which takes us back to barbaric
is before us; and for this we may have to tha'l
Mussolini. He has shown us what barbarism niea
when it is wielding forces science has i>laced Wj
its grasp. He has shown 1is also that for a people ~
have in its hands the immensely destructive i°r
provided by modern science, and without control
their use save their own inclinations, is equal
living on an area where a volcanic eruption is cer” .
to occur, even though the date cannot be accurate.
fixed. The choice lies between an internatidll
court, with both authority and power to control t ~
anarchaic propensities of nations, or a return
barbarism. T am not sure whether the last clam"
ought not to be written “ a continuation of barbal
ism.”

I had intended to deal with some statenm™1
of religious leaders concerning Christianity and u-1
but that may wait until next week.

Chapman CoHfiR-

The fruits of Christianity were religious ™al"’
butcheries, crusades, inquisitions, extermination of m
natives in America and the introduction of Afr'ca"
slaves there. Can anyone maintain that mankind h3*
really been made morally better by Christianity ?

Schopenhauere
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Corybantic Christianity

“ Speedy end to superstition, a gentle one if you can
contrive it, but an end."—Carlyle.

“ Nothing useful can be poured into a vessel that is
already full of what is useless. We must first emp >
out of what is useless.’—Tolstoi.

T an outsider, religion would suggest rest™ ~

sobriety, the dignity of reverence, bu ¢ CcPherson
always what they seem, The Ann ), Ir
Mission, like the earlier Torrey and Alexander
crusade, and the Billy Sunday revivals, a 1 1

the association of the Christian rehgionwith ar other

things than sobriety and civilization. gauged
hirly disturbing is that these sacred s 10 "re
their simple public to a nicety. Their an ie -
perhaps, better dressed and possessec n‘ S

than those who listen spellbound to ~ IC ,ier_iunged
tambourines, and tarradiddles of tie e ,uu\
evangelists of the Church and Salvation » .
the howling dervishes of our open spaces,
betrayed symptoms of the most rank and fulsome
barbarity.

The leading salaried Sons-of-God of the /
Nonconformist denominations may use a

culture and modernity in their sermons an street
utterances, but the ordinary pastor of a '
church, or tin-tabernacle, is under no suel n
si°n. He tells “ the old, old story W *W 1 /
bad crudity, and so far forgets that ie is n

the twentieth century, as to aspirate ®
Hcll. At Pleasant Sunday Afternoon meetings tame
Politicians are hired, who turn Christian fo
order to butcher Democracy to make a/ / /
holiday. But the ordinary professional past
ffe- to such considerations. Half-educated him
- >le addresses innocent people who left school at
fowteem Jears of age. A West-End minister of the
Gospel may define his deity as a “world-spirit, or,
1 e the schoolboy, as “a
"’here,” but the apostle in the mean streets is more
'ealistie. He prefers to present a
his innocent congregation. “It is a fearful thing to
M into the hands of the living God,” he shouts
'lee from the wrath to come,” is the burden of so
many sermons. The Salvation Army, which is the
most vociferous of these outsizes in sects, actually has
/ 'G Professional trade-mark the words, ‘ Blood and
1e’ This means, translated into simple language,
ntf?ll must wash in the blood of Christ, or fall into
hines of everlasting Hell. It may be Christian
Uig; it may even be the very quintessence of the
Jesus> but most certainly such ideas do
harmonlze with present-day culture, twentieth-
"Wy civilization, or common decency,
m hymns used by these apostles of “ sweetness
O a.fight ” in the mean streets are not only sillily
/mental, but actually stereotype a lower form of
, Ure which ought to be discouraged and not per
t, / ated. Some Of these hymns are brutal 11
ta/*ht and language, written in the worst possible
j ' e a,id are full of sanguinary details, and a glow-
f/ satisfaction which is repulsive. “ There is a
v "'d.ain filled with blood, drawn from Emanuel’'s
tills>’ is an example which can be paralleled in
/s of hymns.
lacts are distributed by the ton, and these publi-
Catlom make interesting reading, for they prove
éa*rly that, dgspite clerical protestations, the ortlio-
Gopard does not readily change his spots. 111
q_‘Se pious leaflets the Gospel legend is told in the
Pc barbarous way, which some of us hoped was
/ nS discarded by decent people. Just imagine that
js 1 are going home after a hard day’s wbrk. A tract
thrust into your hand by a kind-hearted Christian

feachiji
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who is anxious for your spiritual welfare. You look
at the title, What is there after Death? and this is
the kind of thing you read :—

I wonder, if you die unsaved, whether you will
see your believing wife after death? She, afar off,
and happy with her Saviour; and you with the
curse of unforgiven sin upon you in hell.  And
some of your children are in heaven, and others are
on their way. And when you die your Christless
death, will you for a moment see afar off your little
ones with the light of heaven on their faces and the
peace of God upon their heads ?

Extremes meet, and the Roman Catholic Church
and the Salvation Army, the oldest and the youngest
of Christian organizations, have much in common.
The literature, if, indeed, it deserves that title, issued
by both communions is singularly alike. The con-
stant harping on death, the gloating over the Devil
and his flaming abode, are morbid in their constant
and reiterated insistence. Particularly is this the
case in Roman Catholic books ancf tracts, when the
sufferings of Christ happen to be the theme. This
balderdash may be a rehash of the writings of the
neurotic Fathers of the Christian Church, but it has
the merit, from the priestly point-of-view, of having
been so often used before, and not without success,
in frightening believers and raising subscriptions.
For many pious innocents, half unconsciously, believe
that theological books are inspired, at least if they
are recommended by their pastors and masters. No
one, of course, could think most of them inspired as
literature, but their matter, if not their manner, is
shielded from criticism, probably because they deal
with alleged sacred subjects. So they are read with
fervour, and their medieval sentiments sink into the
mind and are accepted as the sentiments of a minor
prophet rather than those of a very minor writer.

In a Catholic booklet, bearing the imprint of Mow-
bray & Co., and entitled, The Blessed Sacrament;
Drawn from the Writings of the Saints, the old bar-
baric views of many centuries ago are once more re-
tailed with unadulterated realism. This publication,
it should be borne in mind, is used for children who
are preparing for their first communion, and these
crude ideas are forced upon them at the most im-
pressionable time of their lives. This is the sort of
stuff that the Catholic clergy still teach privately,
while, in public, they flatter the “ Intellectuals ” by
a pretended retreat:—

When they who have led lives of pleasure, of
covetousness, of self-willed sin come to be on their
death-beds, they may perhaps feel that awful, im-
possible wish that they could pass into nothing; for
to be nothing were better than to be in the strong
grip of Satan, and the intolerable heats of Hell.
Dying sinners may feel that their immortality is to
be an unendingness of pain, of remorse, of despair,
and the deadness and the dumbness of passing into
nothing, though it surely would be more bearable
than to think of than the life in hell—the living in
fire, the feeding on fire, the breathing fire, the being
clothed in fire, the thirsting for cool water where
all, all is fire.

At no stage of the instruction does this manual for
young children preparing for their first communion
point out what level of barbarism the people have
reached who could thus conceive of their deity. In
short, the teaching contained in this booklet is simply
a rehash of antiquated theological ideas, which are
inconsistent with civilization as we know it. Sooner
or later such theology will have to be regarded as
ancient ignorance, in spite of all the thousands of
priests in this country. For Freethinkers have set
themselves the task of freeing their countrymen from
the machinations of Priestcraft, and all that it stands

for. Mimnkrmus.
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Country Churchyard

i.—The Long Bow

Freethinkers, as a class, are little given to meditat-
ing amongst the tombs. Some, undoubtedly, from
impulses not too easily analysed, gain enjoyment from
visiting shrines and making pilgrimages. The occa-
sional visit to the graveside of a person who, when
alive, had enriched, or endeavoured to enrich, this
business of living, is excusable enough; it is perhaps
rational enough when one admits the valuable free as-
sociations thus released. But he who bothers only
with life is little likely to seek concrete evidence, such
as a Churchyard affords, of the mortality of man.
The moitality of man is to him a commonplace which
needs no clinching. He accepts it, and with it the
homely philosophy of one of Hardy’s rustics that
Death shouldn’t “ rob life of tuppence.”

All the same, there are times when a cemetery in-
vites and deserves attention. The wanderer ..over hill
and dale finds occasional inspection of the tombs
well worth the minutes spent upon it. The chance en-
counter with the resting-place of Cardinal Newman
in a field at Rednal, near Birmingham, with Swin-
burne at Bonchurch in the Isle of Wight, and Eben-
czer Elliott at Darfield, Yorkshire, for example, gave
one something approaching a thrill, which even an in-
born tendency to suspect emotion couldn’'t entirely
suppress. Perhaps meeting the illustrious dead on
terms of perfect equality (to this complexion must we
all come at last!), gives one a mean satisfaction. But
there are many emotions that a visit to a Churchyard
stimulates. One can find pathos unmistakable, which
has got well below the confines of creed down to
something fine and large. One can find exhibitions
of efflorescent piety which run easily to humour. One
meets with Legend. And Love, Vanity, Meanness
and Madness—all are there.

At Eyam in Derbyshire a few rude stones mark the
burial-place of those of the villagers who died in the
Great Plague. No nicety of arrangement and neat
slab for them, for Godsacre is apt to get the go-by in
times of storm and stress. A plague goes into the
category of an Act of God and an Act of God, it is
universally agreed, is always something inexpressibly
nasty, with fire, flood, famine, plague or boiling oil
in it. It is explained to' us, by those who profess to
know, that God hates Sin, and when he sees Sin he
loses his balance. And when God goes on the war-
path he forgets the decencies. Then man gets afraid
and forgets the decencies as well, and bundles his
fellow creatures into a hole in the ground, scamps the
funeral charges and damns the consequences. Isn’t
it natural that our forebears got all hot and bothered?
They argued from false premises and those who think
more, but still argue from false premises, have the
same perplexities to-day. It is known to-day, for
example, by the believer, that God makes insects and
weevils who, to live, require to eat the same things,
unfortunately, as Man eats; he also makes rats, mos-
quitoes and lice and other disease-bearing minutiae,
and sets them loose on the Lord of Creation. This
gentleman is advised to protect himself by praying
and then the Great Artificer sits back and watches the
sorry farce. Pure in deeds the believer may be; per-
plexed in faith, the believer is bound to be.

A few miles of pathway walk from Kyam and you
arrive at Hathersage. This is the Moreton of Jane
Kyte, a place possessing many attractions for Bronte
lovers. In the Church there, one can see the recum-
bent figures in bronze of Robert Eyre, Joanna Eyre,
his wife, and fourteen children of differing size, not,
one suspects, to any definite scale, but merely to lend
an air of verisimilitude. Robert had been informed,
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on what he took to be reliable authority, that blessed
was the man who had his quiver full, so he did his
best to achieve blessedness in this easy, unascetic
way. Joanna’s share in the blessing is not so specifi-
cally vouched for by the Ancient of Days, but that she
was blessed with many physical and neurotic dis-
orders was highly likely. It is possible, by the way,
that the name Joanna Eyre was responsible for the
name Jane Eyre, for Charlotte’s quick eye could not
have helped detecting the tomb and the names there-
on.

In the Churchyard is the grave, so the inscription
informs us, of Little John, which occupies a quite
unreasonable length of earth. Little John was no litei-
ary or scientific gent., but he has some slight claim to
Freethinkers’ respect. He treated most unceremoni-
ously, so we are told, the fat ecclesiastic “ in fair
round belly with good capon lined ” and, as became
a follower of merry Robin, reserved his lustiest
thwackings and cudgellings for such unseemly corpu-
lence.  Freethinkers recommend less “ mani}
methods of controversy, but they are willing enough
to admit that Little John was well ahead of his time m
what we moderns call “ values.” In his capacious
bed our contumacious priest-pummeller lies, atu
multitudes of visitors “ pay their respects ” to him,
whilst his law-abiding, sermon-swallowing contempol"
aries lie around him, unwept, unhonoured and un
sung.

Conversation with the sexton elicited the fact that
the bones of Little John had not been allowed to test
in peace. In order to silence the doubter, the grave
had once been dug up and bones had been found ot
such dimensions as would have proved, if required,
the burial there of one of the pentateuchal But
Fellows. Still, even after that demonstration, a
gentleman from Sheffield had had the temerity to
read a paper in Hathersage, destructive not only ot
Little John s Grave, but destructive, alas,’ even O
Little John.

those who pray such prayers as “ Take, 0 Lord,
take everything, but leave my Little John,” will take
comfort from the fact that this iconoclast came from
Sheffield. We all know the man who comes iron'
Sheffield. As Twain might have said of him : Behold
m him no reverence for the things of the I'aSf;
wherever he goes he slays and spares not.
Sheffielder was not even impressed by the fact tin'
Little John enjoyed the odour of sanctity and la‘
there in consecrated earth with, and for, benefit ot
Clergy. The Church has apparently forgiven the r=
dignities lie heaped upon it. But the Church win
forgive anyone who is Great, and a man who occu-
pies a hole in the ground, 12 feet long, is Greid
enough without a cavil, and, ipso faclo, holy
enough. The Great must he Nobbled, so the
thwackings by Little John are overlooked, as were
the thwackings of another kind, by Darwin, cent-
uries later.

Let us go lack to the Church. For very many
years, on the walls of this sacred edifice was dis-
played the Long Bow of Little John, and the com-
municants meditated thereon. Thus were the indiff'
nities the Clergy suffered at his hands forgiVen
seventy times seven. This should have given thé ma"
fra’ Sheffield (no doubt an Atheist, and therefore of
ill repute), pause. We can imagine this shame-
less creature, however, alluding to the fact that the
biker and the hiker quite often placed coppers in the
offertory box.

What used to be one of the most popular guides to
the Peak District commented upon the fact of this
Long Bow being exhibited in a Church, in tones pt
mild surprise. Well, it is common to express jnil?
surprise when it is not politic to express other eino-
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tions. Journalists are hutch abused (ant ™" ,Q
admit that some of this abuse they strive * 3
deserve), but it is only fair to say that some
ists are rare wags, and this was surelc one

Could anything be more appropriate than
desire of a Christian Church to do honour <*
of the Long Bow? How it liappenec is an
ing speculation. Was it because of a simple .
on the part of some humble cleric O e
veritable Daniel come to judgment? 1"
irresistible bubbling up of the Christian sul>con
scions that occasioned such a phenomenon.
ever the reason was, the delicate symbolism was u
mistakable.  Anyone blessed with nlia
c’uld hardly have gazed upon it without, a *
time, hearing ghostly voices solemnv c ian
the sacred stalls: “ He that has ears to hear, le
hear,” “ He who believeth not shall be damne,
“ Catholic Truth,” “ No Faith with Heretics,
with us or Burn,” “ Beloved Brethren, 111 oreor
we may be spotlessly moral, before al
he.” From the quires and places where
"hat a divine melody would flow with the
acting as inspiration and stimulus.

'm

ie> o
°nS

[l

T. H. Elstob.

“Natural Theology” Again

i* tlie course of the later defence of discredited and
lpaying theologies it is natural enough that bodies
actual knowledge should be utilized by apologists,
I now, for the first time, so far as | have noted,
geography has been brought in as a subject yielding
1"'hence of supernaturalism. In an article on The
tearing of Geography on Religion,” in the Review,
f el,gion and Education, a teacher of the subject says
Ii't it has for all serious students “ the supreme ap-
'vh °f direct contact with works of God as Cieator,
AI( that, as regards the earth, “ the home of man,
e «\\k are able to perceive Him in the preparation
ordering of the home.” The relative insignific-
"I'Ce °f the earth in the universe, the only home of
\Vau 80 far as we know, is dismissed on the ground of
"agnilicence in spaciousness and gloriousness in

"fsign,” this being “ the true setting in which to
le'v »Ur home.”

I: 2w we have for some time been familiar with
‘aldington’s warning against basing religion on
1 Heee, and his statement that in his own subject,
‘prononiy, no expert now says that “ the heavens
, Jre the glory of God.” Of course the idea of
lltr>so far as the earth and other planets are con-
is at once negated by the accepted conclusion
tlieir mode of formation, viz., the accidental graz-
tid collision or close approach of two stars, one of
fty,l1 ' einK °ur “ ancestral sun,” together with the
mit e"- aPpearancc of new stars, probably as the re-
Slic" collisions. Here we have pronounced
nCgjlfeu, leading to the conclusion that without such
1«it there would probably Bp life  ail

:r,FI ,
k th W' ter ('smfsses mundane cataclysms by stat-
gent] ilt Hie forces producing change are in the main

¢ and continuous, such as the fall of rain, the

" °f Water, variations of temperature, and the like.
ly this conclusion might have been held with
s'lOw of reason in countries such as our own,

jr,\ are comparatively free from the more intense geo-
fINKIl and meteorological events when there was but
fr(&/ bansmission of news, and rather little of that
van" IUu,ly Parts of the world, but it has now become
lei ludicrous. During the week or two in which

THE FREETHINKER

325

this article was in mind and was written, one learned,
among other things, of a great storm in South Africa,
with hailstorms “ as big as eggs,” which killed a
number of people, followed by a “ cloudburst,” with
a fall of fifteen inches of rain in as many minutes,
which drowned people and animals; of earthquakes
in Greece and in India; blizzards, accompanied by
huge accumulations of snow, followed by great
floods; of landslides, moving in a moment as much
material (often including houses and their occupants)
in a given area as would otherwise occur in, say, a
few centuries; of icebergs in the track of ships in the
more temperate regions of the world; of 500 deaths in
the United States from intense cold; and so on.

One of the sections of information given in geot
graphy books, more especially in the larger ones, is
that of the different races of men, a feature which
has engendered an enormous amount of strife and
death, and a feature parallel to. that of religious
differences. Another section deals with the native
animals and plants. And if one extends one’s in-
formation by some biological reading, one learns, e.g.,
of the absence in Australia of the higher mammals
more especially useful to man; and of the fact that
the indigenous flora and fauna of various countries
are by no means the most suitable. Australian
farmers know very well, and to their cost, that the
rabbit flourishes better in the country than the native
animals; and similarly the introduction of the Ameri-
can waterweed (Anacharis) has resulted in great
hindrance to inland navigation in this country, owing
to its superabundant growth. To all this we add the
innumerable and in many cases deadly parasites,
venomous animals and poisonous plants.

Such phenomena should give more furiously to
think those who still speak or write of the “ prepara-
tion ” by a deity of a home for man. And we must
regard the article as one of innumerable, insufficiently
informed and thought-out attempts to rehabilitate the
ancient, indeed primitive, and now thoroughly ex-
ploded notion of the supernatural origin and guidance
of universal and mundane affairs.

J. Reeves.

The Gentle Craft of Happiness

In the present world crisis, nations, political parties,
religious sects eagerly explain their several remedies.
The Russians dogmatically assert that it is only
necessary for us to subject our social and economic
problems to a treatment of cold science, and they will
all of them forthwith be solved. The Germans and
Italians hold that we would do well to drop “ the ideal
bluff,” and recognize that human beings are what
they are, that they will never be dissuaded from
rapine, and indeed are best employed in bloody bouts
under the time-honoured sporting rules of “ catch as
catch can.” Meanwhile the clergy of all denomina-
tions continue to protest that the populations have
only to suffer a change of heart and the grace of God
will once more descend upon the world.

Amid these contending opinions nobody reminds us
that personal pleasure is the most rational aim that a
human life can have. Surely there can be nothing
reprehensible in devoting our seven swiftly passing
decades to the most innocent of all human tasks, the
task of being happy, especially when it is remembered
that during the whole history of the world no happy
human being has ever wished for a political revolu-
tion; or ever desired to invade another man’s country;
or ever made himself inconvenient to his fellows by
jostling for a place in heaven.
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The resistance felt by Communists, by the followers
of Herr Hitler, and by conventional people of every
kind against those who have undertaken the arduous
disciplines involved in so gay a proposal is based upon
the over-hasty conclusion that a universal pursuit of
happiness would inevitably lead to an orgy of sexual
indulgence. Our object cannot be attained so easily.
An unrestrained abandonment to the delights of Eros
is liable to bring down upon the head of the greedy
one the severest reprisals. This is also the case with
the other two primitive appetites—gluttony and
drunkenness.  Young men and young women soon
find out to their surprise that the path of personal
happiness, though truly a primrose path, is no easy
one to follow. The success of this grand quest
depends first of all upon health, and health requires
us to be satisfied with a frugal and wholesome diet;
the success of the quest depends secondly upon the
good luck of possessing an eager and generous dis-
position, and such a disposition is usually associated
with an unusual intensity of spirit; and thirdly its
success depends upon ridding the mind of the obso-
lete prejudices that hamper and perplex an indi-
vidual’s freedom of action.

The fact is, the path of happiness is a narrow path
of compromise. Just as that commonwealth is most
sound of constitution which has evolved a suitable
balance between the rights of government and the
rights and liberties of the people, so in a human being
that person enjoys most happiness who has best
learned to adjust the fulfilment of his desires to con-
siderations for the welfare of people affected by them.

Emerson used to warn us to confine our attention to*
“ one world at a time.”  There is much wisdom in
this. The teaching of Jesus has been of the greatest
value to human civilization, but the official interpre-
ters of His doctrines have often done us a mischief by
giving the meaning of His words an artificial turn, so
that, as Hobbes so shrewdly observed three hundred
years ago, they have inaugurated “ ceremonies so
different that those which are used by one man, are
for the most part ridiculous to another.” It remains
meanwhile an open secret that the most erudite eccle-
siastic knows no more about the deep questions of
human life, than does the most unlearned shepherd of
the hills contemplating the midnight stars from his
wattled fold. On his death-bed the prelate may not
have the honesty to say with Rabelais, ‘1 go to a
great perhaps,” yet his warranties for immortality are
in no way more sure. It is far easier to discredit the
pleasures of this world and to encourage us to look
forward to Fairy Kingdoms in some future life than
it is to show 11s how to be happy in our present hour,
and yet real happiness is a state of being as indepen-
dent of ideal pretensions as it is of all those worldly
calculations that day and night obsess foolish heads.
Happiness comes to those who find their content in
the most elemental natural rewards belonging to ex-
istence, to those who bless God every time they drink
water or put bread into their mouths, to those who
have never allowed envy and jealousy to torment their
minds, and who never forget that the only true capital
that a man can possess from his wicker cradle to his
boarded coffin, is his capacity for responding with a
healthy mind and a healthy body to every experience
offered him during the seventy revolutions of the
earth about the sun which constitute the ordinary

span of a man’s life.
Li.hwki.yn Powys.

This | can now most truly say, that | have desired to
live worthily while | lived, and after my life to leave to
the men that should be after me a remembrance in good
works—Alfred llic Great.
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The International
Congress of Freethinkers at Prague

Jmi Congress was held in the Obecni Dum, the Muni-
cipal House, a great building completed not long before
the war, containing several halls, a restaurant, a warren
of committee rooms, etc. The great hall, named after
the famous Czech musician, Smetana, is famous for the
passing of the constitution of the Republic there, and i»
it at Faster the public meetings of the Congress took
place. On Faster Sunday this vast hall was full.

Except for a snowy Saturday morning the ‘weather
was biilliantly fine. The Congress, like the weather
was a brilliant success. Its work fell into three cate-
goiies. lhe Executive Committee and the Grand
Council began work two and a half days before the
public meetings were opened. Study Circles prepared
| resolutions for Congress to vote on. The principal work
of the first was the union with the old, or Brussels, In-
ternational of tlie International Federation of Proletarian
freethinkers. The later accepted the basic principles O
the former, including the old condition of no polities,
which was laid down at Brussels in 1880. Both agreed
as a great present aim militant action against Fascism
and Nazism and for world peace. This union was
adopted by congress, and the following officers were
elected for the next two years : President, Dr. M. Al
wagne (who came as a delegate from Belgium to the
second and last Congress in London in 1887); Vice-Presi-
dent, Professor Lukaehevsky (Russia); Hon. Treasurer,
R. Clerebaut (Belgium); Secretaries, Mdlle. H. I’'midou
(Belgium) and J. Jansen (France).

Dr. Terwagne opened the public meetings support™l
by the Mayor of Prague, the President of the Vobm
Myslenka (EUL. V. Voska) and the members of the Ex
ecutive Committee. Dr. Milde, Vice-President of the
Volna Myslenka and Secretary of the Congress, acted as
interpreter. There were 81 foreign delegates and 35°
Czech delegates. The opening speech had all the grave
dignity, varied with vigour and fire, that we
learned to expect from the old warrior Terwagne. |[lIL
first day was devoted to Education, the official speakers
being Professor Klima of Prague University,

lvay >a retired Belgian schoolmaster and member O
the Executive, B. Curda-Lipovsky, lecturer at the M°r
avian University of Brno, and C. Bradlaugh Bonner.

On Sunday the Czech barrister, E- Cervinka, gave |li!
an interesting study of Papal policy of recent ye?rS
Zadma of Prague, a note on the iwsitiou of non-religlo™
refugees 1 various countries; Hoving, the President ™

n the persecution
Jews, and told the one anecdote of the Congress
unique story pictured three souls in the presence” of
nipotent Ood. Being asked by the Almighty W
urgently needed on earth, the first soul, a Roman Cg-J1
lie, said, without hesitation, that it was the destriU
of the Protestants. The second, a Protestant, to
same question, asked for the annihilation of the k< JU”
Catholics. The third, a Jew, explained that he
humble person and would not venture to intrude *~
desires or opinions of his own ; he merely would sugfi
to God that the requests of the first two shoiik
granted. 0,

Dr. Milde gave us a thoughtful and moving sped ™~
Fascism and how to combat it, from which a great r
could be learned as it came from hard experience. E'L
effort is being made by Nazis, Catholics and Imperia * ~
to bring about the disintegration of the Czech Repu .e
and the Freethought Movement is the spearhead °*
fight for existence. Professors Schacherl and zavu<l°s
lectured us QU the present position of Science and
ligion, dealing particularly with the physicists and &
tronomers such as Jeans and Eddington. Proies-
Lukatehevsky told us of the work done by the Union
Militant Atheists in Russia. 1 ¢

On Monday morning the delegates made a tour
Prague, a city worth careful seeing, not only on acc°i1”
of its remarkable antiquities, but also because of 1 __
modernities, such as the Masaryk Homes, which 1'01
2,700 poor old people and children. In the afternoon ~
learned of the difficulties of the Belgian Flemings.

N

N
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the Germans, of tire work being done *n
Miss Relrorova told us Irow of one million Czec

¢ tpe

>'"« States 80 per cent are . box»-

they form a thriving community amid ‘

t’g of nations that forms the American PeOP e’ one
Among the resolutions passed by "ainst the

h» the Roumanian Government prote o, others

condemnation of Professor Constantine jassi

to several years of prison, merely for the exp

anti-Fascist views. ! Ji:ne

On Saturday the Volna Myslenka |\ |c ‘

y th tllem- 1 banquet notable for a wi 7 * the
lerwagne, and a vehement one by the a
tzeeh Senate, Senator Soucoup, to PIC' , we
bust of oratory in umpteen languages. 7 bartered
were taken to" a performance of Smetana s

bride,” at the National Theatre, which was fol

a s"l>per offered us by the Russian delegation. n

On Tuesday the Congress moved to _ * '5

t'strawa, a rapidly growing industrial cite o 1 >
habitants, near the point where Czechoslovakia, Ger™
many and Poland meet. Here a statue to Perrer 1«
‘tiled, and afterwards the delegates were gue.
dinner entertainment. Mr. Bayard Simmons spov
England at both in well-chosen phrases.

lhe very efficient organization and super j
°f °'ir Czech friends made the Congress a m
°ne. One of the British delegates said he did not k
he could enjoy himself so much. 1his uus lue ,
39({8\?}(6” of us by Mr. and Miss Voska and Ur. Noi. ,

ere unremitting in kindly attentions.

C. Bradlaugh Bonner.

Acid Drops

V\grankness is a rather rare virtue in clerical circles, so
1e welcome that of the Rev. A. E. Whitham, who tells
Ise | went into my vestry on Easter Day and said to
, y organist, ‘ Now, my friend, | am prepared to-day to
Jril fud for the Gospel’s sake.” ” And the organist met
h}érrl]"R?re than half way, and hereafter the rev. gentle-
ilan win .. treat jazz music With affection.” He com-
'mes tilc Hymn, <4 T]iere is a happy land, far far away,
\. 1fhe Jazz song, “ The girl with eyes of blue who will
, with everyone but you.” He says he will nevei
"derstand the meaning of the hymn “ unless 1 equally

"derstand the latest drivel ” in the Crooner’'s song
T'otcd. iINJr. Whitham is right.

‘d'hen is Jesus where? The Rev. John Bevan was
'Reed recently if he believed in the * Real Presence.”
. hevan replied unequivocally “ Yes.” But, he adds,

die hesitates to speak of the Real Presence except 11
i&flgn to the service of the Holy Communion.” Why
Zldte 10 gpeak 2 Is it because Jesus hides away at
."“er services? Must there always be eating and drink-
.'s before the * presence ” becomes “ real.” And where
S Jesus in the intervals of being present? And what is
""ary presence if it isn’'t “ Real Presence?”

cin; u Eves of Jesus are always welcome in religious
t).c Provided that they follow as closely as possible
t.n '|"°nical gospels. But any biographer who has the
, eiity to rely on the Apocryphal gospels for the
pi~-th * of Jesus is looking for trouble at the hands of
"ew ,cr'*cs'
“it .
1

rillan work, and one reviewer dismisses it with,
Is hard to understand why this book should have
fwuislated into English.” But what is a poor

d° when he finds that the only details of the
Jesus as a youth are in the Apocryphal Gospels?

a ar° these details any sillier than those found in our
etherized Bible?

life

AMiss M. M. Leigh, in her book, Highland Homespun,
J"f:“ In God’s sight, a thousand years are as yester-
1+ Nothing that is great, beautiful or dignified con-
Sce"ds to hurry.” Yes, but man doesn’t live a thou-
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sand years. If God is too beautiful to hurry, and im-
agines that a thousand years is only twenty-four hours
of a man’s life, we begin to understand why nobody ever
finds Him at their service during the eighty years or less
that they wait for God’s help.

Dr. .Sidney Berry, in Vital Preaching scores a point
against the grumblers in the churches who imagine that
if Parker and Spurgeon and their like returned to the

Dr \pulpit they would again fill the churches as once they

did. “ No,” says Dr. Berry : “ they would not be sur-
rounded by those overflowing congregations of which
older people remind us, sometimes causing us the dis-
comforture of unfavourable comparison,” The plain
truth is, of course, that these old preachers taught a theo-
logy which their congregations believed in. To-day no
theology is in itself attractive. Crowds want circuses,
cinemas, concerts—and even churches, if they provide
the desired entertainment.

The Star, which used to be a readable journal has sadly
deteriorated.  “ Philemon ” writes about “ Myths and
Wisdom,” especially Myths! The “ Creation Myth” for
instance. “ In ten thousand years we shall know a little
more,” lie says, but for the moment let’s call it a Myth.
“ The worst about the word ‘ myth *” says Philemon,
“is that so many people think that it’'s something that
isn’t true.” How awful! When Mr. Philemon calls any
thing a myth he means something quite different, “ the
story isn’t true of what happened once—it’s true of what
is always happening.” A fact, apparently, is something
which only happened once. A myth is something which
has happened often. What can a lie be?

The News-Chronicle informs us that the two “hostess
announcers ” recently selected for television work by
the B.B.C., both listen a good deal, like theatres and
films, and jazz, drink cocktails, enjoy open-air sports,
have travelled extensively and go to Church on Sun-
days. We have little doubt that both of these young
ladies will have better qualifications than these for the
post. The only quality enumerated in this list that will
be at all useful to them in their new position, will be
the last one.

A writer in one of our religious papers claims that if
the “ Ultimate Reality ” is personal, then there must
be survival after death. If the * Ultimate Reality ” is
not personal, then “ the individual human person must
sink back, sooner or later, into the impersonality from
which he sprang.” But as Christianity “ has always
affirmed personal survival and continuance in a future
state,” and as “it is the argument of Our Lord himself,”
that really settles it. Or rather it settles the question
for Christians. For our own part, as neither the
authority of “ Our Lord ” nor that of Christianity has
any value whatever, and as neither has produced any-
thing in the way of evidence, it seems that the Christian
wish of living always with Jesus, Peter and heavenly
angels, is based on a very slender hope. But does any
really sane person want to live on for eternity in such
company ?

The Rcjxjrt of the Commissioner of Police of the
Metropolis shows a great increase in juvenile crime.

Whether they
like it or not, they have to sing hymns, pray, and listen
to Bible stories while churches and chapels are continu-
ally squabbling about increasing the dose. Yet the
Church Times claims that the projxT cure for this
juvenile crime is more and more religion ! The truth is
that religion has signally failed in preventing crime at
any time. Most inmates of prisons are quite religious
and insist on chaplains of their own denomination.
Why not give complete secular education a trial?
Could the results be possibly worse than those which
follow religious teaching?
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The Archbishop of Canterbury’s advice on the Edu-
cation Bill is, “ Get the Bill amended as much as
possible; but, in any case, take it and make the best of
it so as to enable the Church to take its proper part in
this new sphere of national education.” From the
Archbishop’s point of view, this is obviously good ad-
vice. So long as the Church can come in somewhere it
would be folly to oppose it. But the Archbishop knows
quite well that the battle is not over yet. The solution
must be Secular Education in the end, and priests of all
sects of religion will unite to fight against that. They
at least know what a blow to their power will be the
abolition of religious teaching from State schools. It is
our duty to hasten the day.

We have had occasion to point out more than once the
inexplicable behaviour of “ Our Lord ” in not protect-
ing his own a little more. For example, the floods in
New England recently resulted in £100,000 worth of
damage to Roman Catholics and about £25000 to the
Episcopal Church. Even St. Paul’s Italian Episcopal
Church in Hartford suffered with the rest, “Our Lord, ”
ignoring the fact that St. Paul was the patron of this
particular Church. Really, all this is too bad; what in
heaven can be the Almighty’s explanation? Can it
possibly be that he does not care whether a man is re-
ligious or not, or that a church is no better in his eyes
than a gaming house? Perish the thought!

The way this infernal Modernism creeps in, even
among the most holy of men, is very disquieting. For
example, the Rev. Il. Iddings Bell, in a recent sermon
on the Cross, repeats the famous story of Constantine’s
mother finding, in the year 327 a.d., in Jerusalem, the
relics of “ Our Lord’s Passion "—that is, the very Cross
Ol which “ Our Lord ” was crucified. He adds, how-
ever, “ whether what she discovered was indeed the
very tree on which Lord Jesus died, we cannot say.”
Now, why “ can we not say ” ? The idiotic story, as
related by Eusebius, was believed in for centuries; in-
deed, it is still believed in by the Catholic Church. Bits
of the cross arc found in hundreds of Churches, and have
cured all sorts of diseases in millions of people. Yet
here comes a pious priest who “ cannot say ” whether it
is the genuine cross or not. What a farce!

Just as there cannot be the slightest doubt whatever
that when Christians—following “ Our Lord "—talk of
Hell, they mean a real burning Hell, inhabited by
damned souls and legions of Devils, so when they talk
of Paradise they mean a real Paradise, a place and not
a state. Proof of this is given by a writer in one of the
Catholic journals, who points out that Jesus said to the
Penitent Thief, “ This day tliou shalt be with me in
Paradise.” The writer adds, that, “ In His solemn pro-
mise to the Penitent Thief, Christ pledged His word,
His honour, His love, a promise which was the endow-
ment of everlasting glory.” And that ought to prove
the veritable existence of Paradise to everybody but
blatant blasphemers.

“ Unbelief” seems to penetrate everywhere nowadays.
Even in the most unlikely places. Who would guess
that Christian Foreign Missions are feeling the stress of
Atheistic or Freethought propaganda. Yet Dr. Maltby,
the eminent Methodist authority, assured his Methodist
audience recently, “ How easy it is for Christian work
to become secularized. ... It is very possible to be
secular in the church vestry, or even in the pulpit. You
can go abroad as a missionary and still be in peril from
the secular mind. . . . For a longish time we have been
having a time of religious decline. . . . Only one thing
interferes, our unbelief.” We note the admission. If
we do all we want to do, the next few years arc going
to see a still further decline in this most superfluous of
all wasted energies and wasted wealth.

The Methodist Recorder gives prominence to an
article headed, "W hy Not a Dictator-God?” To our
astonishment the article has no praise of Hitler and

the freethinker

May 24, 1936

Mussolini as far-off imitators of the Methodist God. How

;nT , can Mussolini have conquered the Ethiopians if

0 OBected? A score of instances leap to our
1 °f ? 0l smiti,,g with instant death those who
'o1° 1*%f IS A n°l only in fighting on the wrong
i“ art- » ? COmparative trifles such as “ touching ” the
! * CtC' Now cven the Methodist Recorder is
ior tt ° saM. Either He is on the side of the strong,
1. 3 Setting the worst of it.” God is a Dictator

"¢ S T * tolrall. the insPired records. Either He is noti-
on 0L fe is on the side of whatever side wins.

One of the comic Bible pictures which gave gl:IwW
offence to Christian susceptibilities was an illustration
ol a Bible text, which plainly states that God showei
Moses His “ back parts.” We learn from the Iliritish
Il cekly, that this was merely the ancient writer’s " a>
of saying that God did not show Moses His Face, “it was
°nly the Afterglow of God that Moses was allowed to
see.” We may next expect to read that Jesus rode into
Jerusalem on the back of one donkey, and on the “afttl
glow ” of another.

llie Rev. J. Alexander Findlay tells us that “ (,14
spoke to our fathers by many instalments.” This is to
explain why God is said to have destroyed a few cheeky
children who “ guyed ” Elisha, by “ sending ” savage
bears to kill them. You see “ God could not expl«lil
Himself all at once,” says Mr. Findlay, who admits he
IS not concerned with the character of Elisha (nor ap-
parently with the murder of ordinary children), but
only with the reputation of Jehovah. * ,Slie-bears way
have destroyed children who had taunted Elisha, but
the one thing had nothing to do with the other.” We
can easily believe that the whole story is a falsehood,
but it is just as true and lias equal authority with other
Bible stories.

There is not much to choose between the Church Plca
lor so-called Disestablishment, and the Church opP°SI"
Uon to it. We recommend disestablishment, because
we cannot doubt that it must mean the weakening of rc*
bgion in this country. llut the clerical ideal of an un-
controlled church, maintaining its present position f
the wealthiest enemy of truth in the land, is an insult to
commonsense. The Bishop of Durham’s broadcast *
not at all “ the case for disestablishment.” It ]
clerical case for security. Sir Thomas Inskip’s “RT1v.
broadcast, while quite as clearly a demand for continued
privilege, at least frankly admits that disestablishment
without disendowment will not end State control-
may, lie fears, actually substitute the judgments of the
law courts for the present cowardly surrender Of Farl'«'
incut, which lias only in one single instance, in the Irs
20 years decided against the decision of the Church
bosses.

We cannot all be poets (Emerson’s dictum to the
trary notwithstanding), and we sympathize with
Methodist “ Festival ” congregation which submit
to the infliction of a “ poem ” by a native of Jawwe®
who “ entranced ” his hearers with the following I
quote the first and—we hope—the last couplets) :

“ If Radio’s slim fingers can take a melody
And toss it over a continent or sea; _
. If_songs, like crimson roses are culled from thin
air,
Then why should mortals wonder if God answers pra.'e

jilc

The premises and the conclusion sound like a Christi*!
Evidence argument.

The British and Foreign Bible Society, at its Ann'li
Meeting, triumphantly boasted that recent events j”
Italy have made only the most insignificant reduction 1
the Italian demand for copies of God’s Holy (and vcD
war-like) Word. We are sure that the Italian nm>
took at least the Spirit of the Bible with them in the'l
campaign in Abyssinia.
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TO COBBESPONDEHTS.

McKelvie—Very pleased to know that -ou

hetter, and shall look forward to seeing > *
ference. It was bad enough of the editor of the

hermit so insulting a reference to Ferrer, u
|nsert|on of BVOteSt is contemptible. ,,t atrain.
A J. Cottle—Why not try to work up the movement aga
Pleased to have been 0 ﬂ\wﬁ

YIx. Jack Lindsay writes.— ave enjoy«
the Bishop of _London. It's an rticle |
first-class ' satirical writing. After jadlng thenar N
can't but think your health must be pr g

cmi-
jii-raid to
N

nriiclc ail
'S

F H. WooDUEFE.-Thanks for cuttings al,”™ ° ” ?,"nialism

A Hanson— Mr. Beverley Nichols’ book ? serious attention,
and not of the best. It is unworthy Freethinker.

'ait a_notice .of it wijll appeal nes. "5.rcctd,icker.—Mrs.
h"R DlstrIbutlng and A \%mrsmg the «

irask. jos.

Freethinker “ is_supplied to _the
return. Any difficulty in securing copies si

reported to this office. ol Secular
The offices of the National Secular Socic’ Yy London,
Society Limited, are now at 6S Farringdon Street, Lon

Miéﬁﬁﬁ‘e Socie

Telephone: Central 1367.

services of the National Secular socic
Texion with Secular Burial Services arc required, all com-
munications should he addressed to the Secretary R. 71

Josctti, giving as long notice as possible.
* " Freethinker " will be forwarded direct from the Pub-
lishing Office at the following rates (Home and Abroad)
Ore year, 15/.; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

onCc

in con-

Sugar Plums

flr*
nle tQC

is now “ set fair” for the Annual Con-
f'le N.S.S. on Whit-Sunday. The business
be held at Amlerton’s Hotel, Fleet Street.
is f IMf nf 10.30 and Afternoon at 2.30. The business
of , niembers only, and admission is by- current card
recejOlbership. Those who, for some reason, have not

Lleeti  *lc* car(f must apply to the Secretary at the
“M" CVel>fng there will be a public meeting at 7
of ] the Conway Hall, Red Lion Square. A full list

jssi] ¢ sPeakcrs will be found on the back page of this
A ]C' Mm President will take the chair at all meetings.
is supply of slips advertising the evening meeting
Dw. . and, and we ask the assistance of London 1licm-
S !n fmfpiiig their distribution. Write to the General
Wefélry at the Society’s Office, or call at the Frcc-
thhher Office for a supply. But get busy.

Jut]". Satllrclay evening (May 30) there will be a social
Hefr™i'™* M members at Anderton’s Hotel at 7 o’clock.

Ifov' 1 ™e."ts and some musical entertainment will be! tions affirming hostility to Fascism, and deploring *

»lid  Clk
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*lie President will be there, but as he is still j recent tendency to introduce what amounts to a covert
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Fascists, we have received a letter from Mr. A. Raven
Thomson, who signs himself “ Director of Policy.” The
letter is—part of it at least—to be read “ sarcastic,”
but the Fascist movement is not remarkable for its
sense of humour, and so one cannot be quite certain on
that point. Mr. Thomson expresses his regret that we
did not champion the Fascists when they were refused
the use of the Town Hall at Birmingham and Oxford.
If Mr. Thomson knew the Freethinker better, he would
know that we have repeatedly and consistently claimed
freedom of speech for all, and not merely for one party-,
and our claim has extended even to Roman Catholics,
although they, like Fascists, do not believe in extend-
ing it to others. We believe in free speech, not merely
in the right to free-speech ourselves, and we have no
greater sympathy for Communists who refuse Fascists a
hearing than for Fascists who refuse it to Communists.

Mr. Thomson say-s that members of the Fascist Party
are strictly forbidden to “ attend or interfere with the
meetings of opponents.” Mr. Thomson is not a very as-
tute advocate, or he would have recognized that to for-
bid one’s members to attend the meetings of opponents
is to breed intolerance in its worst forms. No man or
woman with any sense of self-respect should submit to
such an order. Mr. Thomson suggests that the Albert
Hall authorities “ could not use the argument of pos-
sible damage by opponents.” This makes the case
against the Albert Hall Corporation one of sheer intoler-
ance ; for | do not imagine that even a Director of Fas-
cist Public Policy would suggest that the Communists
would break up their own meeting out of sheer exuber-
ance of spirit. We know Fascism is committed to in-
tolerance, but we did think they would have selected
a more astute publicist than Mr. Raven Thomson. But
perhaps they depend upon his never attending the meet-
ings of opponents to have deadened his critical ability
to a considerable extent. And one of the consequences
of not accustoming oneself to listen to an opponent’s
opinion, is the intolerance shown to hostile questioners
at Fascist meetings. Which is quite in line with what
we know of Fascism in other countries.

A move is being made to provide Sheffield with a
Branch of the N.S.S., and there are certainly enough
Freethinkers to form a strong centre there. Mr. E. V.
Birkby of 133 Skelwith Road, Sheffield 9, will be pleased
to hear from local saints willing to help in the forma-
tion.  Freethinkers in other parts of the country not
represented should also take the hint and get a Branch
of the Society going without delay-.

The marked increase in the number of marriages
which take place in register-offices nowadays is a strik-
ing indication of the declining influence of the church.
One of our readers was informed recently by the superin-
tendent-registrar of marriages for a city- with nearly
300,000 inhabitants, that approximately two-thirds of its
marriages took place in his office. It would be too much
to claim that more than a small proportion of those who
chose the secular ceremony do so because of heterodox
opinions, but it is at least certain that religion means
little to them.

Realizing “ the power of the Press,” we note with
especial pleasure that the National Union of Journalists,
at its Annual Conference, unanimously passed resolu-

a

abjuU. doctor's orders—at least the doctor gives orders— censorship by Government departments on news bear-

"i11 ¥ thkneels a big day to get through on Sunday, he

Present only for part of the evening. But he is
dug forward to shaking hands with many old friends
ra’ all parts of the country™

,-Dni’igfb“Sh in another

art of this issue an article

radlaugh Bonner on the International Con-

Aj|,"Ce in Prague. A further article on the Conference
aPpear next week.

reft ~r°t>cs of our note in a recent issue concerning the
a "s'd of the Albert Hall Corporation to let the Hall for
°nununist meeting, while freely granting it to the

;J,ig on foreign affairs.”

A member of the N.S.S., who
was a delegate to this Conference, assures us that the
proceedings throughout had a healthy, secularist tone.
What a pity working journalists cannot have a say in
deciding the policies of our national dailies. If they
had, we fancy there would be less boosting of “ splendid
isolation,” spiritual truths, fortune-telling, and similar
absurdities.

We notice that in its new by-laws Nottingham makes
a special concession to street-corner evangelists. Any-
body- else speaking or playing musical instruments in the
street must go away at the request of a householder.



330

Not so tlie blood-and-fire brigade. The by-law stipulates
that those who are conducting “ properly organized re-
ligious services ” shall be exempt. We should like to
know what the Anti-Noise League thinks of this
decision.

Mansfield recently had a ballot on the question of
Sunday cinema opening. There was, of course, frantic
opposition from the churches, with the result that the
“ antis ” won on a small poll. What disquiets us is the
attitude which a great many people took over this result.
Because those who wanted to be able to go to the pic-
ture on Sunday were fewer than those who didn't,
many people assumed that Mansfield did not want
Sunday Cinema shows. Actually, the fact that a body of
people sufficiently large to pack at least one cinema
demanded this right by voting for it, clearly indicates
the moral obligation, on the part of those in authority,
to respect public opinion. There is, of course, no hope
that they will do so. When will minorities be granted
justice in this respect?

Mr. 1l. Cutner is lecturing to-day (May 24), at the
South London Ethical Society, Oliver Goldsmith School,
Peckham Road, S.E. His subject is “ The Death of
Liberty,” and should attract a good audience. The pro-
ceedings commence at 7 p.m., and admission is free.

Air. G. Whitehead will spend four weeks in the North
Eastern Area, where there is a federated group of
Branches of the N.S.S. He will speak in Sunderland
from May 23 until 29, and during the remaining three
weeks visit Shields, Hetton, Sealiam Harbour, New-
castle, Ashington, Blytli, Morpeth, and Newbiggin. The
combination of the Branches is working very satisfac-
torily, and it looks as though some good work will be
put in during the next four weeks.

Things Worth Knowing*

Xxu 1l
Religion and Liberty

I ¥ religious faith is in one sense an agent of liberty,
in another it is an agent of tyranny. Intolerance is
an essential feature of all belief based on the assump-
tion of having grasped absolute truth and absolute
good; for the very fact of their being absolute justifies
tile means employed to make them prevail, and to
root out the sin and evil which obstruct their pro-
gress. This cynical idealism is particularly char-
acteristic of dawning or new faith. Such faith has,
what may be called tl;e defect of its age, the imper-
turbable and pitiless logic of the adolescent. Some-
times, after a long series of reciprocal and futile per-
secutions between the Churches, tolerance appears
under the form of lassitude and disgust. It appears,
but only for a while, if the society of the age happens
to be a religious one; and after a period of relaxation
oppression recommences. In short, all living re-
ligious faitli has, like civil authority, a natural
affinity for tyranny. The two powers instinctively
draw near together, and nothing is more threatening
to the liberty of the subject than such an alliance,
when heavenly interests and the welfare of the State
are banded together against the individual.

. . The energy of the Dissenters saved English
liberty. They were not either theoretically or in-
stinctively, more liberal than the Anglicans; this they
made clear in every place, and on every occasion that
they found themselves masters, in Scotland, in Mass-
achusetts, and in Connecticut. Authority, as they
conceived it, had the charge of consciences, and a

* Under this heading we purpose printing, weekly, a
series of definite statements, taken from authoritative works,
on specific subjects. They will supply instructive comments
on aspects of special subjects, and will be useful, not merely
in themselves, but also as a guide to works that arc worth
closer study.
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mission to constrain people to the right way of think-
ing. But the power was in the hands of their op-
ponents; they needed liberty, and had to be content
nun *le the army which on two occasions

overturned an irreclaimable army.
Lllar'es IT tbere was a terrible recrudes-

bcisecutions among the Dissenters; they were
down in the person of the Roundheads: the

°V >artisans Cromwell. Not until after
Allu,a y measure of tolerance come into force

| e
1«

1CIr ,Jehalf- H was in this way that William 1lI-
discharged his debt to liis political allles,>f i‘ﬂd
strengthened the irreconcilable adversaries ¢ €

fallen dynasty. It is noteworthy that at the same
time, and to their great satisfaction, the Papists were
mcie molested than ever. For reasons of an egnalh
political nature, persecution recommenced against
all the Nonconformists under Queen Anne. |" tlie
midst of these scandalous fluctuations indifference
gained ground, and scepticism took possession of the
upper classes. It was inevitable. Religion coukl
only le established by a preliminary period of doubt
and strong criticism. Scepticism formed, as it were
an atmosphere around the believers, en\//\f’ op
penetrating, and imperceptibily mitigating the e~ce.t
sive rigidity of their zeal. It had another men
threw into relief, sincerity, disinterestedness, an
social utility of serious conclusions, independen 3/
the purport of the doctrines on which they were -«
To the sceptic all religious beliefs are 011 the
footing and outside question, the value of 11~
motives and effects are therefore his sole concern,
for that very reason appear to him all the more
ing, and set apart for attention and respect. ©
important change was the work of the eigb e
century. »

The philosophy of common sense
humanitarian sentimentality were both urged
Parliament by the outside world, and forced 1 ~
mitigate the rigour of the law. The English Ca
lies, least favoured of all the denominations, "ere
first to rea;) a small benefit from this in 17779
the Protestant Nonconformists of Ireland
who, scattered among a Papist population, " ele(tvh
by circumstances to be the supporters of the t-fu
and were admitted to official positions; then the T
copalians of Scotland, who had been maltreatec ~
partisans of the fallen dynasty. Finally, in 1
the Irish Catholics obtained the right to vote, *
admittance to many official positions. In 1829
Act of Emancipation granted to all Roman Catho
without distinction, most of the rights hitherto
to them, and consequently the English and ty0 ~
Catholics obtained the benefit of civil and
equality—an equality now almost perfect.
secularization of all civil and political appointliit*, »
progressed in the same ratio.  Quakers, Catho 1"
Dissenters, and Jews were successively admitted
municipal offices, and within the doors of Farhadt ~
which now remained closed to declared Atheists-
the first time, a short while ago, an Israelitish
took his seat in the House of Lords. A profes"}
>f Anglicanism was required only from tlie Sove'-O'-
and some great dignitaries. 111 1837 and 1852 c¢" _
marriage was organized, and divorce cases and tes
mentary documents which had leen under the .1"™"
diction of an ecclesiastical court, were transferred
a lay court (1857). The Universities and all
degrees were opened t> Dissenters, who up to
had .been excluded from them. . Interments
consecrated ground ceased to be the monopoly of 1 .
Anglican Church. It was a gradual transpositofl O
the Churcli and the laity, and little was required
complete it.

The English People,
by Emile Boutmy (1904), pp. 260-4-
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The Way of the World

hf, conquest of Abyssinia being' an accomplished fact,
» tm b«»

and so prevent his joining hgnds with lESSS SZ]

the work of civilization. There is a good deal to be sa”™

for this attitude, and we are not surprisel < 1 I>ick-
the National Association of Housebrea e aoc-ainst
Pockets has issued a warning that if s.uu ‘g auc\

them are persisted in, serious annoyance nn

reprisals may take place. After all, as the Sec«”r>
Ue Association points out, “ sanctions against~th”
"ever came into operation until after sonic in
accomplished, and having accomplish™ Ins been
«e face of hostility, it is ridiculous that whohas bef
won by lDersonal effort and strength, and the Il tB
"hie will to acquire, shall be tamely surrendered. ~Unt

these Sanctions have been abolished tic "u' »pick
N.A.H.P. have decided not to recognize the body which

wainta g sanctions.”

Trance is now showing us how to do things. ‘'Ac
lave a film censor who bans films which are too in-
decert for any but a film censor to see. We have
"so the B.B.C. censorship, which hunts for suggestive
Passages in the patter of comic entertainers, irreligious
Passages in popular talks, and anything that tends to
expose religious humbugs at all times. But the eftoits
* our censors are limited to this country. France lias
, en a further step. A decree lias been issued by the
abinet, but has not yet been passed by the French
parliament, not merely prohibiting films which the
O\eminent consider objectionable, but also banning
Ir'm France all films produced by an organization which
Produces such a picture. This is an excellent way of
"Ingiiig up people in the way they should go, and we
a% certain there are many Members of our own Houses
" Parliament who would’like to follow the example of
rrauce in this respect. The French are nothing if they
are not logical, and when a Government is elected, or
Tlen it elects itself, the obviously desirable course is
“at they should believe in it; and when the belief 1l
e is growing weak there is no reason why the belief
"I fhe omnipotence of Governments should not take its
Place. The same tvpe of mind is operative in both
Ci¥s- As Sterne said long ago, “ They do these things
"nick better in France.”

est- n'A an° fTc benevolence of the British Government
thoselSIC™ a c'v* hst pensions for the benefit of
Or E WU have distinguished themselves in art, science,
in erature, and who in their old age find themselves
c,--1. Sometimes these pensions reach the magnifi-
Tlle @m °f 150, but mostly range from ¢50 to £100.
31 tofid sum reaches the colossal figure of about
jv ¢ aniiually, and the new pensions about 1,200 per
Pert . saEsfied with this huge sum, Air. A. F. Her-
r S"ggested that the expenditure should be raised to
cit<f®’ a suggestiou which the Chancellor of the Ex-
thtaUer. treated with deserved scorn. It is not as if
g A ~Nentists, men of letters, or artists are soldiers. 111
yk" Case X100,000 may be justly given, but with an
PcitO0O0000 budget, how can the Government be

1(‘Ed to make it eight hundred million and four thou-

V,,.. L nierelv to rescue broken-down scientists from star-
vation?

, ™ Is not as though the House of Commons is nig-
1 in spirit. It will soon be voting fifty to one
"idled thousand for the popular pantomimic display
Qii * cor°nation, and it has already decided QU voting
u"™ Mary (70,000 annually to keep the wolf from her
a'™ If does not fail to look well after all members
. .le Koyal Family. And presently it will decide Qi
A"g the salaries of Cabinet Ministers from (5,000 to
- woout flj sjjeer gratitude for the magnificent way in
Iitt'HJ‘ Ky discharge their duties, and so that they may
«Illgly maintain Ilie dignity of their positions.

THE FREETHINKER

331

We like that expression “ the dignity of their posi-
tions.” It says so little, and it means so much. Their
dignity does not depend upon personal worth, or honour-
able action, in not unsealing their lips hastily, or in
truth-speaking, for all these things may exist without
even the paltry income of ¢5000. Their dignity is a
question of giving expensive entertainments, etc. In
other words, in cash—and ten thousand a year is clearly
twice as dignified as ¢5,000. But what would happen if
a Cabinet Minister refused to spend large sums of
money in society entertainments, or in buying panto-
mimic court costumes, or dress-swords, and decided to
live in a quiet and comfortable manner? Presumably
he would soon find himself out of office. He would not
be upholding the dignity of his position.

A well known musical critic once said that if we
told him what part of a new opera we liked best, he
would know at once what was worst. He had discovered
that we divided music into two sorts of noises—one we
liked and the other we did not like. At all events, it
was evident that our judgment never erred. Most
people, judging from this, would assume that we were
without a musical ear, and decide that we knew nothing
about music. But some people are treated with much
greater consideration. Thus, the Daily Telegraph (May
12), writes of King Edward :—

The King’s musical tastes are eclectic. He likes the
very new as expressed in Jazz. He is also a lover of
the bagpipes, which retain the qualities of the most
austere primitive art. In music of the intervening
periods he evinces less interest.

It really looks as though there is not very much differ-
ence between the King’s knowledge of music and our

own. But our critical friend did not say that our taste
was “ eclectic,” he simply said that we had “no damned
ear for music.” But we were not the King-, and the
King is not

Quondam.

How | got Salvation

After the Great War, which we were told was a
godly war and was to end all wars, at the time when
people were falling off like flies and being buried in
fearful numbers, and grave-diggers were working night
and day, | fell a victim to the terrible scourge of in-
fluenza. This particular germ leaves a virulent poison
in file system which causes a most depressed state of
mind in the individual. Nothing seemed to be able to
rouse me. | went to the Doctor, and he sent me to
get my eyes tested; | then visited the Dentist. Having
got the physical attended to as well as | possibly
could, the depression being still there, I turned my
attention to my mental equipment. | felt that if |
had some poetry to remember, something to take my
mind off the general household tasks it would be
helpful, so | betook myself to a teacher of Elocution,
whose system of teaching poetry was one which
developed the mind, and with the deep breathing em-
ployed, the depression gradually left me.

At that time | was Vice-President in a Socialist
Sunday School in Glasgow. They had rambles on the
Sundays. | used to take a book to read, but the men
would play football, and | kept protesting about this
all the time. | thought God wouldn’t be angry at
my sitting out in the open on a lovely summer day
reading a book, but to play football on a Sunday ! |
felt God’s wrath descending upon us. These protesta-
tions led to discussions, and the men and women of
the Sunday School told me the Bible was all wrong.
In my youth | had been sent to a big fashionable
church in Edinburgh; the Bible Class at 10 o’clock on
Sunday mornings, church at 11 till 12.50, then
church again at 6.30 p.m. All my prizes and Welfare
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of Youth certificates were for Bible knowledge, so |
came to look upon the Bible as the infallible Word of
God. | felt it was such a sacred book that God had
either written it or “ breathed ” it. | was frightened
to touch it. No wonder then | put up such a fight
for my Bible.

I asked the ramblers why they didn’t criticize other
books like that? They replied that there wasn’t such
contradictory nonsense in other books. When visit-
ing one of the members’ houses | asked him if he
didn’'t expect to meet his friends again? He said,
“ No,” and | said, “ Well I am done with you,” and
banged out of the room. In still another member’s
house | asked, “ Who set the ball a-rolling? How
did the world start?” and because they couldn’t
answer me, | answered, “ Until you tell me who set
the ball a-rolling I am going to stick to my religion.”
There were still other discussions about the religion of
Members of Parliament, as to their putting religion
before their politics. | said, ‘T most certainly would
give up my politics before I would give up my re-
ligion.”  Such was my faith in the Unseen at that
time.

Shortly afterwards | went with some Socialist
friends for a holiday to Wick.  The people in the
house had all been converted by the Salvation Army.
At night the young lads and lassies would gather in
the house singing lustily the well-known Salvation
Army hymns. How | joined in the singing of them 1
Here | didn’t need to think whether the Bible was
true or not. | just had to believe in the Uord Jesus
Christ and all would be well. | asked the daughter
of the house if she would take me to one of the meet-

ings. She said she would. Again, how | enjoyed
the singing. *“ Jesus, | have promised to serve thee
to the end.”

In the middle of the service a lady officer came
round and said, “ Would you like to be saved?”
After a great deal of persuasion | went out to the
penitent form. A fisher lady came to me, and we
knelt down and prayed. She prayed for me, then
she asked me to pray for myself, and when we rose
from our knees she said, “ Now if anybody asks you
if you are saved, just say ‘ yes."”

| went back to my seat full of joy. “ Saved in the
blood of the lamb ” ! When | got outside | expected
to see a great light such as Paul saw on liis way to
Damascus, and | expected to hear a voice, as he heard,
saying, “ Saul, Saul, why pcrsecutest thou me? It is
hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” But |
heard and saw nothing.

Much to my Socialist friends’ disgust | left the
Socialist Sunday School. 1 was determined to follow
Jesus. | felt they (the Socialists) were dragging me
down.

These discussions had raised doubts in my mind,
and | began to study Psychology. I learned there
that we have a conscious mind and a sub-conscious
mind. This sub-conscious mind never forgets any-
thing that is deeply impressed upon it. This made
me more careful of my words, for | realized that any-
thing unkind | might say to a person, although | had
forgotten it, a sound or a word might bring back to
that person’s conscious mind years afterwards and
stand as a witness against me. Then again | learned
that above the kidneys are two little glands called the
adrenal glands, and when one is jealous, angry,
worried, or full of hate, these glands discharge a
virulent poison into the Ixxly. This made me avoid
those states as | would have the very devil, if he ex-
isted. In other words, | endeavoured to get control of
my passions.

Being a person who goes into everything whole-
heartedly, | joined the United Free Church Training
College, Lynedoeh Street. All the students were
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seekers after the truth, and all bent on doing mission-
ary work of some kind or another. (All names of
Professors and Ministers are available, written on cer-
tificates gained).

I he first Rev7 gentleman started with Genesis.
He said, “ Now don’t bother about anything in
Genesis, except that when a man sins he suffers.
Now | wanted to know if God made Adam from dust,
and then caused him to fall asleep, and then made
Eve from his rib; also whether these two became one
flesh, and begat Cain, and where Cain’s wife came
fiom. But we were told to take no notice of these
things. It was just a story. This was the first of
many shocks | got.

Jhen another Rev. gentleman candidly told us he
didn’t believe the story of the Virgin Birth, but he
left it with us whether we accepted it or not. “his
was shock number two. In all the instruction | had
got on the Bible this subject had never been spoken
about. | had just thought that Jesus was a kind of
lucky or unlucky chap who had two fathers. Joseph
was the one, and God was the other. Naturally,
this made me search my Bible diligently for this part,
and | found that Mary was conceived by the Hoi.'
Ghost. Being a mother myself, | accepted this with
a grain of salt. | was beginning to be sceptical.

C. BrydGES.
(To be concluded)

The Church’s Pound of Flesh

Tiie Church has now rejected the terms of the N1
Bill. Three per cent on bonds of /70,000,000 1
enough for them. Such a guaranteed gift f'OL"
Government (and via the Government from

ie

people) is looked discontentedly in the mouth; j
are not enough teeth in it for tearing wealth ou
the people.

Three per cent on (70,000,000 gives ¢2,100,000™
year for nothing. It is admittedly less than
¢3,000,000 the Church is now getting in tithe,
it is guaranteed—which tithe privately collector
not; it stays, which privately collected tithe does 1 »

Bonds are stable. The Government pays on 1
whatever comes or goes, whether people go bankr'
or suffer poverty. Whereas tithe in private con
often cannot be collected at all. The only- rel""t;ll
for the Church when a tithe-payer defaults is to
him up, when they might get a shilling for a cow.

a few pounds for a house or a farmstead. And t
only after a lot of trouble. But when a Governing
goes short of one source of revenue, it devises ¢
other, and it dogs the footsteps of everyone who nlj™
be a potential tax-payer. Its sources are many a
varied. J

Holding Government bonds, therefore, althoUS
they may yield a lower income than the present t
“ rights ” (which are very wrong) is far better t
holding what in many cases turns out to be a wn
elephant. ,

And so impoverished is industry becoming nim
the burden of rates, taxes, and land charges, that
Church should know that as time goes on, 1
chances of collecting tithe privately will become F5
rosy.

TU fact, they almost said so in one of their report*1
and the present Tithe Bill might well have been s'l!
posed to be the result of the Church’s influence
Government circles. Did not the Archbishop of
Canterbury know all about the findings of the TU'L
Commission before anybody else outside? That lookr
suspicious, and the suspicion is confirmed by the fac
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that the Church accepts “ the
scheme.” The only boggle it has is that tli P
age is not enough. . R
One must take a great deal of this discon L' kv
salt. When a great iniquity is being conn
Ooverninent on behalf of vested interests, 1 1*
customary for those interests to grum -e °
drive a bargain.  They like to give the impression

fiat they, are being-put down—that they are being
radly treated— that they are the injured parties. Such

an impression enables the iniquity to go through

rcenk

u>

Nevertheless, the Church isno'»”~uSloTfI»
the size of the fleshpots. It wants it 1 the body
and is finite careless of the danger o e The

of industry from which that fle* the church.
Gpyernment ig ClEaRlY MR GRLRMHI or-.... | trehard
ft knows that the goose cannot be pressed too ha 1

without ceasing from laying the golden eggS-
puts the percentage at a figure that it can guarante .

~  Government knows how far it can go
Tlie Church, occupied in telling peop e how to get
g»xggaven by being good, and paying its tithes and

N

1 'falR It does not know where to s Q*, ded
that th flesh h I ie t
aut} Ft %sp?ng%,OIik(eesmar?ﬁam rBe toe I%Ioﬁﬁds. Con™

cerned with matters spiritual, and only ]
"ith matters material in the wa¥_ of putting o t its
o

fgnd for mateyial wealth aRd wiilizing it & the devil

the flesh from the world, and renonnc . contem-
rotn its spirit in order that it may ca® {ed>
hate the sphere of Nirvana fro ~  peopie
clothed, and housed by the wicke

tvho work to keep it standing. terms

Tl.« Conference at ,,Inch the

of tire Bill were rejected talked abed s, tliat
"1 the clergv, and about the reduced in-
"ould be “ inflicted ” upon them by the d

(é;%)e. But we thought that the poor were hies.

were guaranteed a place in Heaven? We were
ausht by the Church that the poorer one was on
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for God. It was not God who had been picking; it
was the Church of God.

And the citizens who are now blaming “bad times”
or natural causes for their poverty are making the
same mistake as that little boy. They are blaming
God for the robbery which is being practised by men
—and among those men are the self-elected ambassa-
dors of God, if we are to believe them.

The Church will have its pound of flesh, if it can.

It is relying on the Government to cut it off for it.
Whatever the percentage ultimately arrived at, it
m ke JJft It will represent the amount of wealth

ctirci is .0 get yearly tom the robbery of
And it will come out of the poor.

“ There are no tithe » rights,” and never have been

Tithe is one of the forms of land-rent stealing, winch

springs from the monopoly of land itisa W to»

to the people, and whether privatey or

win keep the people m poverty, so lo g
private individuals or institutions get t

land does not belong to the Church, or
other group of people. It is common

{or kud is rightfully made by tI U

knd lords, therefore, every penny of land

............... ke tQ the utter
Unless the peop e o other land lords are
trick t th ’ ' it to th t
prrlacct(?g%/ngp%ey ?/vflluf#]d huge %d (%Itilﬁrtl)sn s?’\ )¢ deb
on their shoulders, which \u 1* - diate it
n untll they completely repudiate

taxation.

of

Eric R. Jones.

Good Friday as Spent in Australia

“ Yesterday's holiday was spent sedately by the major-
ity of the folk of Sydney, doubtless because of the re-
ligious significance of the day.”

This is a sentence from our leading daily, the Sydney
Morning Herald, in the issue following Good Friday.
Sedately! l.et us see, from other parts of the very

2%ihsthe better guaranteed-place.in Heaven one got. |same issue which contained that remark, how far the
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For example, we read that at the Royal Agricultural
Show (held the previous day—that is, on Good Friday)
there were 133,771 people—01 S,yiS more than on the
same day the previous year. At the Show, there were
horse events—hunting, trotting, jumping—and all sorts
of side-shows, with a veritable llabel of noise, vocal and
instrumental, in the way of attracting patronage. I1
addition, there were wood-chopping and tree-felling con-
tests. Two of the lyrical phrases from the Herald, in
this connexion, are ‘A great shout goes up as the head
of the tree falls, just a second or two before the next
one,” and “ The crowd becomes frantic and roars its en-
couragement.”

Sedately !

But there is much more.

We find, still in regard to tlie same day, references by
the I/crald to “ the many city people who sought recrea-
tion at distant seaside and holiday resorts” ; to “ the
large crowds congregated at all the recognized surfing
beaches ” ; to “ the more than 10,000 persons who visited
the Zoo, where the receipts were equal to the record
created for any one day ” ; to the Aquarium, which was
“ pditticulanly well patranized” ; and to “the many
people who visited the Mascot Aerodrome, where every
available machine was needed to cope with the heavy
joy-riding business.”

But even this does not exhaust the Good Friday out-
ings and fixtures.

Others that the Herald goes on to report, included the
bun and ginger-beer feast to children given by Wirth’s

Chens,and ,the holding of _the Easter _Labour

ence. ’T%e lattcr stomqy, OF course'.F 'Ijﬁe (Ejon erence,
we are told, was “ attended by delegates from all parts
of the State, and the visitors included a number of State
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and. Federal Parliamentarians.” Further, it “ began
early in the morning,” and “ ended late at night.”

Sedately!

Deduct from the population of Sydney the number
who spent the day in the way that the Herald itself in-
dicates.

Merely a few shreds remain—all the more so if we add
the innumerable family picnics and privately-arranged
parties.

Yet “ sedately ” is the word used by the Herald.
Why ? To me, it is a most enlightening example of the
English daily-press crawlsome efforts, everywhere, to
keep up the fiction that intelligence and reason have not
utterly displaced superstition and fear.

Good Friday, it will be conceded, is the day-of-days
that should be respected by professing Christians.

Why, in .Sydney, do they not observe it?

Briefly, the reply—clear and conclusive—is that re-
ligion, when it comes to anything in the nature of a
practical test, represents nothing to them.

It is like a fading lament from the grave to read, in
the same issue of the Herald, from which | have been
quoting, that “ A United Service of Witness—a Witness
of the Truth of Christianity ” was held in Sydney the
same night. But-what “ witness ” could this semblance
of a gathering represent? For those who constituted it
to have gone into a court, purporting to testify to the
truth of something that happened two thousand years
before they were born, would merely have landed them
in gaol for blatant, barefaced perjury.

P'or over a hundred years the Sydney Show-dates have
included Good Friday.

Again and again has the Church, without the least
success, sought to prevent this arrangement. Follow-
ing the holding of the Show this year, we have a cleri-
cal confession of failure by the Rev. T. E. Ruth, who
proposes that—since the Show, so to speak, will not
yield to the Church—the Church should bow to the Show
by holding services, during the day and night, in the
Show Grounds. It is, of course, a clownish suggestion,
in every way worthy of its proposer, and just about as
likely to meet with the approval of the Show Com-
mittee as would be the intrusion of some deadly, devas-
tating pest.

Sunday in Australia, | would like to add, is becoming
a great recreation day.

Naturally, there are squeals and howls from the
Church.

But so determined are those who desire to spend the
day in their own way, that numerous bodies have been
formed—known as Sunday Reform Associations—to re-
sist, in every possible manner, all attempts at repres-
sion.

In this way, then, is the Freethought movement
making great strides—with the Church losing, more and
more, its hold on Sunday and Good Friday. Such is, in-
deed, the point | wish to stress. Comparatively few re-
ject the Bible through sheer reasoning—intellectual and
analytical. The great swing comes when religion is
found to interfere with the liberty—or, if you like, the
personal interests—of the people generally.

Superstition is thereupon cast aside; the mockery and
imposture of the clergy become the more clearly re-
vealed ; and to a corresponding degree does the world
move forward to the day when Christianity, with all
that the word denotes, becomes a mere memory of the
past.

F rank Hiij,,

Sydney, N.S.W., Australia.

The strength of a man’s virtue is not to be measured
by the efforts he makes under pressure, but by his or-
dinary conduct.—rascal.

A certain amount of general ignorance is the condi-
tion of all religions, the element in which alone they can
exist. As soon as astronomy, natural science, geology,
history, the knowledge of countries and peoples have
spread their light broadcast, and philosophy is finally
prepared to say a word, every faith founded on miracles
and revelation must disappear.—Schopenhauer.
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Obituary

T hisophilus John Davies

Ore of the best known social workers in Abertillery has
passed out in the death of Theopliilus John Davies,
which look place on May 7, from dropsy, in his 59
year. During his forty years of public and trade union
service, lie became a member, and chairman, of the d(
Bedwellty Board of Guardians, and was elected to tin
Abertillery Urban District Council in 1928, being ap-
pointed chairman in 1932. He was one of the leading
enthusiasts in the Freethought movement in AbertilleD
during its most active period, and to the end of his life
never disguised his robust Freethought opinions and
principles. A ery» long procession escorted the remains
to the picturesque Council Cemetery at Aberbeeg, where
the interment took place. The large assembly joined m
the singing of secular hymns, listened to a tribute Pa,(!
by Councillor T. Gale, and followed with very close at-
tention a Secular Service read by Mr. R. H. Rosetti.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not °
inserted.

LONDON

INDOOR

London Ethical Society (Oliver Goldsmith
Road. S.E.) : 7.0, Mr. IlI. Cutner-’ Tlie

South
tw T ' Petkhan
Death of liberty.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion

Square, W.C.i} : W. B. Curry, MA., B.Sc.,-"C"™
structive Pacifism.”
OUTDOOR
Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch N.S-S- C

Park, near the Bandstand) : 630, A Lecture. _
North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone POI’]dFHamP_
stead) : 11.30, Mr. L. Ebury. Highbury Corner, 80, R//';' h-
Ebury.  South Hill Park, 80, Monday, May 2>""
Ebury.
South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) TSV\%

Mrs. E. Grout. Rushcroft Road, opposite Brixton
Hall, 80, Tuesday, May 26, Mr. C. Tuson. Coglér;bl.

Clapham Old Town, 80, Friday, May 29, Mr. F P:

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Corner of Deanery
Water Lane, Stratford, E.) : 70, Mr. R. Il. Resett

A Lecture. .
WEST London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 33> &8y

Messrs. Bryant, Wood, Evans and Tuson. 630, - ' Q

Saphin, Bryant, Wood Evans and Tuson. wednesday» ' j,

Messrs. Bryant, Wood and Tuson. Thursday, 7-3> J.(el-ad

Saphin. Freethinker on sale at Kiosk. Should be O

in advance to avoid disappointment.

COUNTRY
OUTDOOR.
Ashincton (Grand Corner) : 7.15, Friday, May 2%
J. T. Brighton.
tOE.Iackburn Market : 7.30, Thursday, May 28, Mr. J 0

BiyTh (Market Place) : 7.0, Monday, May 25, Mr- F
Brighton. 2
Chestkk-ie-Street (Bridge End) : 80, Friday, M) ~

Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Hatton : 7.30, Monday, May 25, Mr. J. Clayton.
Middlesbrugh : 7.0, Tuesday, May 26, Mr. F
Brighton.

Mr.
Preston Branch N.S.S. (Preston Market Place) : 7> i
J. Clayton (Burnley)—A Lecture.

South Bank : 7.0, Sunday, May 24, Mr. J. T. BrightQl-

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Gill Bridge Avenue) :
Mr. G. Whitehead. Mr. Whitehead will speak at 7.3° ea
evening the following week.

Tkawden : 745, Friday, May 2, Mr. J. Clayton.
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President - - - CHAPMAN COHEN.
General Secretary - R. H. ROSETTI.

08 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 4

The National Secular Society was founded in 1866 by
Charles Bradlaugh. He remained its President until

Doctrines of Evolution. J shortly before his death, and the N.S.S. has never
: By Chapman Cohkn. I cea_sed to live up to .the. traditio_n_of “ Thorou_g_h 7
" Half-Cloth, 2a. 6d, which Bradlaugh by his life so brilliantly exemplified.

Postage 23d. The N.S.S. is the only organization of militant

Freethinkers in this country. It aims to bring into
one body all those who believe the religions of the
world to be based on error, and to be a source of in-
jury to the best interests of Society. It claims that all
political laws and moral rules should be based upon
purely secular considerations. It is without sectarian
aims or party affiliations.

If you appreciate the wbrk that Bradlaugh did, if
you admire the ideals for which he lived and fought,
it is not enough merely to admire. The need for action
and combined effort is as great to-day as ever. You
can best help by filling up the attached form and
joining the Society founded by Bradlaugh.

SECOND EDITION.

4
-

IBRAIN and MIND

- BY

Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH. J

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

0°8y along lines on which BIr. Lynch is 1 which we have any knowledge, and that human
- Hed 1o ) - - effort should be wholly directed towards its improve-
J enil qdio#gersfppéég' 3§ Fﬁﬂwn’ﬁéﬁwgﬁéet, Bclg a ment : it asserts that supernaturalism is based upon
B _pamphlet which all should read. ignorance, and assails it as the historic enemy of pro-
C b gress.
J I*ricE€ 6d. By post - 7d. Secularism affirms that progress is only possible on
the basis of equal freedom of speech and publication ; it
b affirms that liberty belongs of right to all, and that the

free criticism of institutions and ideas is essential to a
civilized State.

Secularism affirms that morality is social in origin and
application, and aims at promoting the happiness and
well-being of mankind.

Secularism demands the complete secularization of the
State, and the abolition of all privileges granted to re-

ligious organizations ; it seeks to spread education, to

220 Pages of Wit and Wisdom

Bible romances

By G. W. Foote J promote the fraternity of peoples as a means of advanc-
D)e IHole Romances is an illustration of G. W. 1 ing international peace, to further common cultural in-
‘ote at his best. It is profound without being j terests, and to develop the freedom and dignity of man.
.up> witty without being shallow, and is as | The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally
‘adispensible  t(} tjje Freethinker as is tlie 1 secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are tlie President,
Bibl° Handbook. ( Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others
. . appointed by tlie Executive. There is thus the fullest
Price 2/6 Postage 3d. J possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what-
Well printed and well bound. ] ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

N The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. J who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :(—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purpose#
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the
following declaration ;

| desire to join the National Secular Society, and I
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.

ACADEMY CINExXMA,

Oxford Street. Ger.
The gayest film of the season 1

Marta Rggerth IiN “ LIEBESMELODIE 7 (A)

Music by Franz Lkhar
" BUDAPEST .SPA” and “ NIGHT MATE” (U

2981

Unwanted children rdres
In 5 Civilized Community there should be no 0O eSS

UNWANTED Children. Occupation

Dated this...... day of

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.

P.5—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per vyear,
every member is left to fix his own subscription according
to his means and interest in the cause.

-Abridged List (16 pages) of Birth Control Requisites
and Books sent post free for a ij~d. stamp.

" HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.

KSTABUSHKD NKAKLY HALF A CIETUEY
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NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY ANNUAL CONFERENCE

{
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A Public Demonstration

IN THE

CONWAY HALL, Red Lion Square, HOLBORN, W.C.i

Whit-Sunday, May 3list, 1936

Chairman: CHAPMAN COHEN
(President N.S.S.)

SPEAKERS:

Dr. C. H. R. Carmichael, J. T. Brighton, E. C. Saphin,
G. Bedborough, L. Ebury, J. Clayton, R H. Rosetti,
and Others

Admission Free Reserved Seats One Shilling each
Doors Open 6.30 p.m. Commence 7.0 p.m.

<i

' HISTORICAL JESUS HUMANITY AND

AND THE
I MYTHICAL CHRIST WAR

*

By

i NEW EDITION
I CHAPMAN COHEN
i Forty pages, with cover. Threepence,
) GERALD MASSEY postage id. extra. This is a Freethinker’s
! view of the whole subject of war, fearlessly
i and simply expressed. In order to assist
| in its circulation eight copies will be sent

. for Two Shillings postage paid. Terms
} Price 6d. Postage Id. m for larger quantities 0Ll application.
I !
I -
| J  Sendat once for a Supply |
1 ]
I Issued for the Secular Society, Limited, by -
| . L. the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., R.C.4 I
: Issued for the Secular Society, Limited, by LONDON
I the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., Iv.C4
I !
ep’ o4
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