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Views and Opinions

°ndon’s Bishop
lif lleai'ly forty-five years since | first came across
j1 Ur Foley Winnington Ingram, now Bishop of
He was then at the head of Oxford House,
w "lal Green, a kind of missionary establishment.
I?r®than once, after I knew him he assured the
iv >c that he received nothing for this work. This
JIs (iuite true, although, to have been complete, the
~dement should have been accompanied by the
"wledgment of £1,000 annually from St. Paul’s
ledral I°r doing nothing. Ingram always ap-
t, f s to have had good friends behind him, and in
iff* ~"'-Political world of the State Church, this is
ih'r " to cartA' a nian much farther than outstanding
0’ 'ty. But being well paid for doing nothing in
e direction might well be set against getting 110th-
L.f doing something in another. I was then
y. Uring every Sunday to very large audiences in
s Ut°ria Park, so that we were both engaged in the
I Parish. | know that | managed to increase the
j1""oer of Freethinkers in that district, but I never
Qar(l °f Ingram increasing the number of Christians,
a ,Several occasions Ingram opposed me in the Park,
4 these were the only occasions | ever heard of his
r™Mduring in that direction. But he has very often
in Llrec™ 1° gallant way in which he met Atheism

jj. l'ie Fast-End; and to a West-End audience the
thf £8'S con(luct must have seemed heroic. At the

he impressed me with being anything but
jOaightforward, and with using arguments that be-
inNfW to the very primitive stage of religious reason-

atc 'lave alwa>rs attributed to Ingram an organized
fc Q1 my- platform. | do not mean a physical
,Ce attack, although | once caught him inciting
- Icrs to that. But my subjects were announced for
'dontli ahead, and for some weeks there arrived a
¥ ereilt, fresh, succulent parsonette, just from col-
and primed to oppose me on the subject of the

'h » To anyone even very- moderately equipped, these
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curates were what the Americans would describe as
“ pie.” It became a perfect massacre of the inno-
cents, and after a few weeks the experiment was
dropped.

But | was always interested in Ingram, and | re-
member the late W. P. Ball asking me “ Why?”
After due thought | replied that it was because he
was in my judgment unique. He could be more
kinds of a fool in five minutes than any other man |
had ever met then, or have ever met since. He was
more interesting than | afterwards found James
Douglas, of the Daily (and Sunday) Express, because
while there was some doubt as to whether J. D. was
really as foolish as he appeared, one was never in
doubt as to A.F.W.I. He was pure metal right
through. When he did say something sensible, he
nearly always said it in a way that no sensible man
would, and when he said something foolish the folly
of it was riotously aggressive. Given the slightest
chance of saying something stupid, Ingram achieved
it with distinction. Right through his life he has re-
mained true to the promise of his early years.

* * *

God and Earthquakes

I was reminded of these early experiences by read-
ing a chapter which the Bishop had contributed to a
book recently issued. The volume is made up of 45
separate chapters written by as many preachers and
semi-preachers, in answer to questions asked by mem-
bers of the Boy’s Club of St. Giles, Edinburgh. The
Bishop takes the question, “ Why, if God is love and
almighty, and if he loves every one individually, does
he permit such happenings as earthquakes, causing
the death of thousands?  This is a very old re-
ligious conundrum, and not even the wisest of
preachers has ever been able to give a reasonable
solution. But it takes a man like Bishop Ingram to
wallow in the absurdities of the theistic case, and
take an obvious pride in being as foolish as is
possible.

The Bishop believes in a God who is full of love,
but he explains :—

1 do not profess to base my belief in the love of
God on anything | see in the world to-day. | do
not pretend to find my proof of the love of God in

this difficult, perplexed, and very puzzling world as
| see it to-day.

Would any other man have so completely given away
the game as this? There is nothing in the world that
the Bishop can see which gives any basis for the be-
lief in the love of God. Well, if one cannot find
among men any evidence of God's love for man,
where can it be found? Here is the answer: “ I
base my belief in the love of God upon the Incar-
nation. That | say was a demonstration of love that
was meant to last for all time.” So, there was no
evidence of the love of God before the Incarnation or



306

after the Incarnation. God had one burst of love,
and then let the world go to the devil in its own
fashion. So far as this world is concerned the love
of God is unbelievable, but there is the “ Incarna-
tion ” which is said to have occurred about two thou-
sand years ago. To establish an unbelievability the
Bishop evokes an absurdity. | agree that if a man
can swallow the Incarnation he ought to be able to
believe anything. All the same | do not know any
man other than Bishop Ingram who could state so
absurd a position with so great a pride.

But wait! | said that | knew of no other man who
could be so variegated in his foolishness as Bishop
Ingram. Here is evidence. Having said that he can
find no evidence for the love of God in the world of
to-day, he immediately cites the discredited witness in
his behalf. It is true, he says, that two hundred
thousand people are killed in an earthquake. But,
he asks, does that differ from what is going on every
day? Death, he says, helps his belief in the love of
God, for if people were not Killed off people would
go on living, and in the end we should lose the sight
of “ the old grandfather with the little child on his
knee, the grandmother with her grandchildren
around her.”

| pause for sobs—or laughs. Remember the ques-
tion asked by the boy was why should thousands of
people—including grandmothers and grandfathers
with children on their knees—be suddenly wiped out ?
The reply to that is that when God made things he
arranged that people should multiply at so great a
rate that there had to be a kind of clearance slaughter
every now and again to prevent the fecundity of man
(designed by God) robbing life of its best things. And
the Bishop finds the evidence for God’s love in this
kind of post-natal Malthusianism, in the very world
which he has just said offers no evidence at all. But
suppose the boy asked a supplementary question and
enquired why did not God so arrange things that this
periodic slaughter should have been unnecessary?
Wivat would Ingram have said? Probably he would
have said, “ Eook at the Incarnation. There was
enough love there to last for all time.”  Certainly
without the Incarnation (and good pals) A.FAV.I.
would not be where he is, but would that fact be
enough to satisfy the boy ? A series of earthquakes
seems to be a fairly heavy price to pay for the Bishop
and his kind. N N N
A Curious Apology

There is yet another reason for the Bishop’s belief,
drawn from a world which is without evidence of
God’s love. God, he says,

only made us that so many millions of people might
sun themselves in the sunshine of his own happi-
ness; and death makes it possible to have so many
more millions of people enjoy life. They have their
probation time here, and if they did not pass away,
there would be no room for thousands of others.

1 have had to italicize a few words, they are so char-
acteristically Ingramatic. God creates man so that
he may witness his (God’s) happiness, and keeps on
creating them so that he may have a greater number
of worshippers, and then sends along a few earth-
guakes to clear off their surplus numbers. Would
anybody but Bishop Ingram have discovered that God
made man for this purpose, and then goes on creating
and earthquaking in order to establish something like
an equilibrium? God seems very much like Ingram
in the stupidity of his plans. He goes from blunder
to blunder, from crime to crime, much as a swindler
is forced from small to greater offences.

The Bishop’s answer is not yet complete. In
earthquakes people die suddenly. Why? The
Bishop has a two-fold answer.  First, that part of
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the earth where the ’'quake occurred was tie
made “ and so was not quite settled down. u
a theologian he believes that:—

All these great things are allowed to happen ~
prevent us being drowned in security. Dm g
danger in the world to-day is to have a totally "'i™i"
conception of our condition. We want to lee
selves on solid earth and to make our homes 'c
We drift into the idea that this is the place w' ~
we ought to be and stay; whereas, as a ma e
fact, we are “ strangers and pilgrims on tins ear
...” The reason, | believe, why God allows *
startling calamities to happen on this little ear
to wake us up to a real idea of our condition. <0
are simply going on as if they were going to 1
here forever. . . . These things wake us up.
live here for a few passing years, and—tins m ~
you and | do know—the world is all done wi *
far as we are concerned.

N

Now | do not say that other theologians have no
said this kind of thing, there is nothing origin”
the Bishop’s stupidity’, but | do say that no <«
prominent Churchman has ever stated such sul °
in a way that so closely laid bare the essential se
ness, barbarity and brutality of “ pure ” Christian'
One may weli wonder at a man with the mentality
Bishop Ingram occupying his position in the
Church. | remember Ingram once saying that
would not be the same to him without the fait'
Jesus Christ. | agree with this, much as we n"K
disagree with its interpretation. .

Consider what the Bishop is saying. First, t
is nothing in the world as we see it that can prove
love of God. Then he spends the rest of his anS/NC
in trying to show that God’s love is expressed m
arrangement of the world that can offer no Pr°e ~
it. Then when earthquakes happen, he says tlia
we all have to die, it does not matter whether we
by earthquake or in our beds. God made man,
he made him so silly that unless he has a period™
“clean up” the world cannot I>e kept sweet and
and grandmothers and grandfathers would not be 3*
to hold children on their knees. (I believe this is ™
kind of apology the Nazis offer for their clean "A
To keep the numbers down God brings into play 1
poison gas of volcanoes and the high explosives ©
earthquakes. Alternatively', not for the reason
stated, but because certain parts of the earth 3~
newly made, and must be permitted to harden, ml
as a cook sets on one side a jelly to stiffen, be- ’
God who made man to bask in God’s happiness 1"
that man is apt to forget him and his happiness>
God arranges a mimber of startling calamities
quicken our memories. But for these renn"( 1
man would live as though he were here for &
Finally, if the earth will collapse in the end, what
devil does it matter whether there are earthquakes
not, seeing that we who are now living will be S°ne
where else soon, and the poor beggars who are 1"'1
must do the best they can?

| repeat, is there any man in any prominent P~
tion anywhere who could be guilty of such childl
stupidity as this? Eet us freely' acknowledge 1
Ingram is unique in his way. Eet us also marvel a
the good pals who have placed him where he is-
remember the Athemcum saying at the time, that n
appointment was an insult to the memory of his
decessor— Bishop Creighton. But | have little do"’
but that Ingram saw the hand of God in his appp"™
ment. There was something of the miraculous i" 1

I notice that Ingram’s God is very much like I'l
gram. Those who know Ingram know also that Got
acts just as Ingram would act, and thinks just 3%
Ingram thinks. It may be that Ingram is very inuc *
like God. I do not know. All the same, in the



May +7 51936

next world, where things will lol> ,

Ingram
through a glass darkly,” we can imagm

m and

that is God addressing the God that is 1 com.
wondering why he gave the game anc it
I'letely to the boy of the St. Liles , 'gt. Giles’

would also be interesting— providec a
+°y was just an ordinary common-sense

hoy—to get his opinion of the Bislmp s

«nee more, long life to Arthur o e>" thougand a
hngram, Bishop of London, and h's dlere
year. In the history of the English

has never been one quite like him s° unintelli-
s° boisterously inconsequent, so g on” ™ ~  likely

gent, and so irresistibly laughable. A j0Ch
that between now and disestablishtnen ,

«Pon his like again. CHAPMAN Cohen.

Townsend’s Turgid Tirade

1Mankind has become more humanist,

from the gods.”—F. J. Gould.
' New occasions teach new duties.” —Lowvell.
%HI_SI collapse of the Christian Churches, not only in
country, but in Europe, was the burden of an
?%%r’\ ~Ven hv the Rev. H. Townsend, af the City
jhw, London, at a meeting of the Baptist Union.
9r as the Baptists themselves are concerned, pes-
's justified, for that ouce-powerful Noncon-
] Uist body is definitely on the down-grade. In the
s ten years there has been a decrease of 15,000
embers, and the number of Sunday-School scholars
ii'r SYUn™ by 75,000. This is certainly dishearten-
A bom the Cliristian point-of-view, but so many
ller I'ree Churches are in a similar distressing
"'fil. Even the wealthy State-supportM Anglican
Urch is losing members and prestige. The
"e"ritualists form the only body which can boast of
~°With, and they are quite outside the ringed fence
Of Orthodoxy.
/other Townsend, in his speech, attempted to ex-
saiT the cause of this religious disintegration. He

more free

llie human race is staggering beneath the load of
progress, having lost such deep simplicities as con-
fidence and peace.

And he asked that people should “ do their ow
"nkinjr on dle Pasis of the Christian Gospel.” It
,.0liJ have been far better if lie had done some
unking himself before he talked as he did. When
. lorthodox preacher does not know what he is talk-
g about it seems idle to listen to him. But his
"dieiice did listen, so he invites criticism to his
Mrbiage.
,  should he quite unnecessary to remind Brother
totvnsend that you cannot lose what you never
Possessed at all.  When he says that “ the human
(4'e” has lost “ confidence” and “ peace” he is
j4 'Uig sheer unadulterated nonsense. He was a
‘Ttist addressing his own co-religionists, who form
?lle. °f the many minor sects associated with the
'tistian Religion. Yet he speaks as if he were a
°ry candidate at a small-town election, and derides
Ei’j%%ress with the gusto of a jiolitical soldier-of-for-

~°es he really sigh for the “ good old days ” when
"eWspapers cost fivepence each, and when towns of
"enty thousand inhabitants had less than a dozen
£°pies? Does he wish to return to the time when
a*f the population could not read or sign their
"arnes? Does he look with longing eves to the days
~hen children of seven years of age were employed
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daily for twelve hours and more in mines, shops, and
factories? Does he pray for executions to take place
again in public? Does he want a return to the
drunken, disreputable, dirty habits of Victorian Eng-
land? Or would he prefer that the fires of Smith-
field and Stratford were relighted, and men and
women burnt alive for heterodoxy ? Progress in-
deed! “ Always towards perfection is the mighty
movement towards a complete development and a
more unmixed good,” says Herbert Spencer, and the
humanistic trend of modern thought during the past
century and a half proves the wisdom of the great
philosopher. “ The very things we boast of,” says
Emerson, “ will one day be quoted to prove our
ignorance.”

When did the “ human race ” enjoy such “ deep
simplicities” as “ confidence” and “ peace” ? The
history of the “ human race ” is largely a record of
wars. During the nineteenth century our own
country was engaged in warfare with many nations of
the world, including Afghans and Zulus. Other
Christian countries were as bellicose. The last great
war was so terrible, so devastating, that many people
regard it as an unanswerable indictment of Christ-
ianity, whose priests for so many centuries occupied
a position of commanding influence. The net result
of near two thousand years of power of the Christian
priests was that Europe was ankle-deep in human
blood. The outcome would have been much the
same had we been ruled by gorillas, so full of blood-
lust have been our “ pastors and masters.”

The Rev. H. Townsend speaks of the lost “ con-
fidence ” of the human race. Confidence in what?
The great religions of the world teach contradictory
dogmas. When the oracles are at variance the
votaries may be permitted a wise scepticism. Brother
Townsend is not in a position to speak for the whole
human race. So far as he is concerned, the Christian
Religion is the last word among the theologies. What
does this vaunted Christianity teach? It informs us
that the Christian “ god ” put a man and a woman
in a garden, and for an act of petty larceny punished
them, not only with death, but visited their crime on
all mankind whose everlasting fate will be deter-
mined at a Judgment Day. Mankind, in its turn, be-
came so wicked that this “ god ” drowned them all,
except eight persons. Afterwards this “ god ” be-
came the War-Lord of the Ancient Hebrews, who
were his chosen people, although he could not always
help them to victory. And so on through the sacred
record, until the climax when this “ god ” is put to
death to appease himself. Even the belauded New
Testament ethics cannot be adopted by any man, and
at the same time keep him out of the workhouse.
Indeed, he would be lucky to escape Earlswood or
Colney Hatch. What a scheme to invite confidence!

It will not do! If you are a reading man, you
will remember that many years ago it was decided in
a memorable law-case that a disbelief in the Christian
Devil did not invalidate a man’s right to be a Church
communicant. You will also recall that Lord West-
bury, in the matter of the heretical Essays and, Re-
views, in addressing the jury, uttered the weighty and
memorable words : “ Gentlemen, your verdict Kkills
the Devil and puts out Hell-fire.” The verdict of
the jury of the,entire civilized and educated world is
now dead against Satan and his fireworks. This is a
verdict that brings relief and delectation to all except
those salaried sons-of-God who use the lever of fear
with which to force open the doors that they may ex-
ploit their less-educated and more-gullible brethren.

Slowly, with lapses into its “ loved Egyptian
night,” our countrymen are beginning to shake them-
selves free of the clutches of Priestcraft. Bewildered
by the new light, even missing the guiding hands of
the priests, they stand amazed on the threshold of
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the future. The fundamental question of man’s
place in nature has been solved, and the wider out-
look has already begun to bear fruit in all practical

affairs of life. Sooner or later it will lead men
and women to a happier, more consummate con-
dition of life, and to loftier ideals. If people do

their own thinking, it will most definitely be outside
this most ineffective Christian Gospel.

The Baptists, to whom Brother Townsend ad-
dressed his remarks, are worthy folk, but they repre-
sent only a backwater in the river of thought. The
decrease in their membership and position shows that
they are fast losing their hold on the rising genera-
tion. Yet one thing may be said on their behalf. As
Ingersoll has told us: “ Baptism itself is a good
thing, provided that one adds a litttle soap.”

Mimnermus.

A Freethinker among Religionists

Among the interesting experiences of a school inspec-
tor (myself, now in retirement) were the periods spent
at a large number of the dwellings of clergymen.
These were, in most cases, country vicarages and
rectories. The incumbents were as a rule very hos-
pitable, and took one home to lunch or tea, and a pipe
or cigarette after the inspection.

Most of these men and their families were ordinary,
conventionally cultivated people, taking not more
than a tepid interest in the school, and intellectually
somnolent. Being rather afraid that religion would be
introduced into the conversation, | usually tried to
coniine the talk to general topics; and it must be con-
fessed that very few brought in the dangerous subject.
One here and there, however, bubbled over with
piety; and in one case | had to listen to a general
homily about the predominance among the people of
recklessness, irreligion and immorality, and this while
the rather excited talker remained on his feet, almost
dancing at times, while he carved the meat and ate
his luiich.

Interest in education was commonly wanting.
When this subject was mentioned the man usually
said little; but his wife or daughter would not infre-
guently mention “ the Godless Board Schools,’”” and
would ask, “ How if you educate everybody will you
get farm labourers and domestic servants?” In two
cases, however, out of perhaps a thousand, | found
real educational enthusiasts. One of them, a rural
dean, was very appreciative of the advance promised
by the Fisher Act of 1918, and asked me to give a
paper on the subject at his Ruridecanal Conference,
which I did, afterwards lunching with the dozen or so
vicars and rectors who were in attendance.

On some occasions the religious teaching in the
schools was being given by the vicar or curate when |
entered schools in the morning, and | was able to hear
something of the matter taitght. This was usually
deplorable stuff, deplorably taught (from the point of
view of teaching method). And I recalled such cases
recently when a well known educationist, Frank Ros-
coe, told in an article in the Schoolmaster, of a lesson
he had heard, of which the miracle of the loaves and
fishes formed the stibject. The children were told,
“ We cannot understand how it was done, but we
must believe it because it's in the Bible.” Roscoe
went on to say that the following (secular) lesson was
on science, and that the children were then told that
they must not believe anything unless it could be
lroved.

The Nonconformist schools were nearly extinct
when | began to inspect. But the few ministers T met
seemed to be fairly interested in their schools and the
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children. But, so far as | could observe, this was
not the case with the Roman Catholics—except, of
course, in the inculcation of theology and ecclesiastic-
ism. 'fhe men, as a rule, were of a “ jolly " type>
especially the Bishop and four others at P—, where
the talk during lunch was of a variety of things, but
not at all of religion. Similarly at B—, where there
was a sort of priestly sanatorium in the presbytery,
with five occupants. Apparently none of these
piiests, or of a number I met singly, cared much if
anything about the progress of education, in the
ordinary sense of the word.

I did not encounter more than two or three ultra-
devout teachers. The most interesting one used to
tell me about visions she had, which she evidently re-
garded as real things, and was very proud of being
one of the few who were enabled to witness the doings
and sayings of angels and other celestial beings, dhe
other was an Anglo-Catholic-Communist; as were the
Gcai and curate of the parish in which she lived.
Neither of these teachers was of consequence from the
intellectual or pedagogic point of view. A small nuiu-
ler of the more capable men teachers were evidently
.ei\ unorthodox persons, though they were rather
careful not to say anything definite about their un-
belief. 1 rohably Bertrand Russell is right in stating
that all teachers who are much above the average aie

Agnostic in some degree or other.
j. Reeves.

Things Worth Knowing

XLI.
T he Myth of tiie Heaetiiy Savage

I¥ you want to know all about the noble African >*“u
must know something of his diseases.

All health lecturers, physical culture magazine*
psychological lecturers, and mind-over-matter faddish
continually cram down our throats that to be health-
ful, or even healthy, we must live next to Nature,
obey Nature’s laws, and get next to Universal Mb'l’
like the savages and animals. <

How shall | give you the truth?  East winter,
heard a health lecturer inflict such piffle on a high -
intelligent audience, and | am ashamed to say, it
swallowed, hook, line and sinker. He then asked f°
questions. | arose, and he said, ‘‘A gentleman wai't®
to ask a question?”

I replied, “ No, | do not wish to ask a question, bl
I would like to give you some information.”

| told him he was wrong about savages being s°
healthy, that they were really a short-lived peopb’
and that they had suffered all the present diseases O
civilization for thousands of years, with a very fe"
repulsive ones of their own thrown in.

I informed him and the audience that wild aniu'sb
also had all kinds of troubles of their own. Mo'l
keys had toothache, abscesses on their feet, worms 1”
their stomachs, headaches and tumours. Eions have
just the same troubles as lambs, even to ingrowing
toenails, and in addition all kinds of fleas and para’
sites. Birds suffer in the same way. | finished 1P
by saying the healthiest race on earth is the protected
Caucasian race, and that the healthiest branch of that
big race is the Anglo-Saxon.

Tlie diseases to which the natives of Equatorial

* Under this heading we purpose printing, weekly, 8
series of definite statements, taken from authoritative works,
on specific subjects. They will supply instructive comments
on aspects of special subjects, and will be useful, not merely
in themselves, but also as a guide to works that are worth
closer study.
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Africa are pecularly susceptible are smallpox, tuber-
culosis, syphilis, gonorrhea, pneumonia, beri ben,
Iraw craw, elephantiasis, guinea-worm, dysentery,
diptheria, malaria, yellow fever, and sleeping sic«
ness, the last being one of the worst plagues. Sma
Pox decimated village after village, and it is exceed-
ingly difficult to induce the natives to be vaccinated.
lheir bodily resistance to disease is not nearly so
Keat as ours; consequently death is rapid, and an epi
demic runs through village after village like prairie
lire. The terror-stricken people flee before it, leaving
tlti sick to die and rot. | have gone through whole
v'Uages and found only dead bodies in all stages ot
Putrefaction, a prey to vultures, ants, and rats. The
vultures are particularly disgusting as they goigc
themselves to such an extent that they are too heavy
1° fly, so it is easy to give them a rap on the head.
“ever did, for the reason they are scavengers, as are
Ue nuts, the rats, and others. Other villages were
"habited by just bare skeletons, indicating that their
Place was first on the list to be struck with the plague.
v'ch places were charnel-houses and repulsive to the
last degree.

i" one village | received one of the great shocks of
% life. It had been visited by smallpox probably
IVe years before, about 1SS2 or 1883, and the jungle
lad again taken possession. The posts of the huts
"ere all covered with beautiful vines and creepers,
"»ell | pushed aside to look in. On the ground was
~ skeleton, and on the skeleton was, | judged,
*leen-foot boa, a lively one too. It immediately lifted
n flat cold-blooded head, and slithered its tongue
p(%— Ine' i jumped back and left him in undisputed
n essi°n °f the skeleton. Africa is full of surprises,
still ecallse Nature is cruel, but simply because Africa

remains as it was in all parts of the world
"union years ago. Man has not conquered it.

Syphilis is another devastating disease among
Africans. They have not any cure; therefore it goes
hr°URh all its stages. Consequently your unagi

"ution does not have to be stimulated to picture some
‘s the sickening sights, such as bodies full of coies,
lails lost, children born rotten, to live just a few days,
mother, fortunately for her, soon dying in the
SATE condition. Here is where civilization gets one
f°ed mark, for this disease, with our methods of
'vatnient, is getting cured. Other infectious diseases
aie being not only cured, but prevented.
Afr'oe™ I®mckness is one of the diseases peculiar to
¢) - MM is, as its name implies, a disease
Jcteriy.ed by enlarged glands, fever and sleepiness.
3] % disease has made its appearance in this country
pi receiving a good deal of attention from
p> Slcians. The specific parasite is the Trypanosoma
l'est" 'euse’ an< it is carried by the tsetse fly, and | can
li(S “escribe it by comparing it with an injection of
inrK ilre* 1 am n°t in agreement with the prevail-
h'psIn°ic of treatment. It is treated in Africa with
"°JU Salts and Quinine, and a great many cases
ghl° el,recl- It was rather strange that we white men
nil "fA contract the disease. | attribute our iinmu-
In' Ne that »early all of us made a habit of
™A at least ten grains of quinine daily. We con
p ed that the quinine rendered us immune,
an *eileraHy speaking, the natives have no cure for
M their diseases. They depend entirely on fetish
dir "*- Who practise witchcraft. The natives are
~ ‘t-lived, as they do not seem able to resist any
d "s('sease. If.pneumonia or any acute infectious
tj, Lase attacks them, they are as good as dead. White
Tp vrs and explorers brought about a great change
H '<ay there are regular physicians in charge to give
y natives skilled attention.

African Drums,
by Fred Pueeeston, pp. 203-206.
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The Message of President Benes

T he President of the Czechoslovak Republic received
the leading delegates to the International Copgress of
Freethinkers in the Hradcany at Prague, on Easter
Saturday. In a great room all white and gold where
the Habsburgs had held imperial receptions, Dr.
Benes made us sit at our ease and chatted pleasantly
to us in several languages.

Turning to me, he said in English, “ What do your
friends think of the position here in Central Europe?
Do they find the outlook black and the situation
depressing?”

I replied that we did not consider the time one in
which to give way to depression, but one which called
for fortitude and courage.

The President answered, “ You can tell your friends
that we in Czechoslavakia will do what we hold to be
cur duty. Here is our country with Nazis, Fascists
and reactionaries all about us. We shall, if need be,
defend our dearly won liberties to> tho last. What-
ever befalls, we Czechs will be strong in the know-
ledge that we will have done all that lies in our power
to maintain freedom within our frontiers. Whether
other nations stand aside, or help, or obstruct, we
Czechs see our path clearly and we will not deviate
from it by an inch.”

My duty on my return to England, the “ island of
the free,” is to deliver to fellow Freethinkers the mess-
age of President Benes.

In Prague, that ancient and historic city, whose
one-time freedom was suppressed by Rome and
Austria for three hundred years, the Flag of Liberty
floats boldly and proudly, defying the Swastika and
the F'asces. The Czechs are pleased to be called the
“English of the Slav peoples.” and we English should
be flattered that this should be so. If there is an
Englishman not too blinded by his own insular and
parochial obsessions to perceive that national welfare
has become international welfare, such an English-
man will hail the Czech as a brother and turn an ear
of sympathy to his difficulties and hold out a helping
hand to him where he stands in the midst of enemies.

Think how this people has risen, like “an eagle
new-inspired,” after centuries of Imperial oppression !
Consider the immense obstacles Masaryk and his com-
panions have had to overcome ! A new country to be
welded out of the shattered fragments of the old. The
financial difficulties alone have been staggering. At
the present moment there is intrigue within intrigue
to overthrow the Republic.

The English should go and see for themselves in
Bohemia and Moravia, these hives of industry—great
clean towns set among beautifully-wooded mountains
and wide fertile valleys, see for themselves the
efficiency and public spirit which are so strikingly
alive. Then they should ask themselves whether all
this is to be handed over to the monstrous tyranny of
the Fahrer, or the cynical despotism of the Duce, or
to that sinister and ancient pantaloon, the Pope. The
Englishman who loves Freedom should look in his
heart and say, “ Are we cowards?” Yet this cour-
ageous people doubts us. Nor is that surprising after
the puerile Machiavelianism <of Hoare-Laval, and
the “ bitter humiliations ” of Mr. Baldwin. Where
the Abyssianian has gone, where the Chinese have
gone, the Czech may go too. “Pusillanimous Albion”
and “ perfidious Gaul ” may give fair promise and
brave words, but never a helping hand when the help
to be given clashes with self-interest.

I cannot believe the Freethinkers of Britain, who
last century were ready to challenge Governments,
not merely to challenge but to fight them till victory
was gained no matter the cost, will let their Czech
comrades feel that they stand alone. | hope at least



3io

that wherever a meeting of Freethinkers may be held
in this country, it will pass a resolution of Brother-
hood with the Czech Freethinkers, and wish them
well in their struggle with Rome and with Fascism;
and send a copy to the President of the Volna Mys-
lenka, Drevna 6, Prague II.

C. Bradi.augh Bonner.

Some Objections to Atheism

| POINTED out in a recent article that there were quite
a number of regular readers of this journal who,
starting as believing Christians, never relinquished
their faith, and were utterly unmoved by our argu-
ments; and, in consequence, not worth bothering
about. | still think so; but a correspondent urged by
some of my own articles, has sent me a few questions,
and begs for an answer.

These questions are typical of the religious en-
quirer. They have all been dealt with, times out of
number, in these columns. The various arguments
they embody are as old as the Theistic idea itself, and
many of them have been thrown overboard even by
uncompromising believers. Yet they come bobbing
up every day, every week, every year, as if they were
quite new. The enquirers never seem to take the
trouble to read even the critics on their own side; and
they rarely, if ever, ask themselves what do the words
they use actually mean. Had my correspondent even
a cursory knowledge of some of the books advertised
in these columns he would never have asked me to
answer his questions.

Take for instance the design argument. In one
form or another it is always with us. It seems so
obvious to* the uninstructed mind. Here is a world—
a universe. It could not have come here by itself—it
must therefore have been made, made by God. This
argument—which | have reduced to its simplest terms
—has filled innumerable books, and probably has
done more for the cause of Theism than any other.
It matters not that we, on our side, have shown it is
nonsense; it even does not matter that quite a number
of Theists, like Adam Clarke and W. Gillespie, have
also thrown it overboard. The people who use the
design argument never stop to inquire as to>the mean-
ing of the terms they use or, indeed, as te»its inherent
absurdity. Can we Atheists make a world? of
course not; therefore God created the Universe. It
follows just as simply as that.

My correspondent insists that the world is governed
by Eaw; therefore there must be a Eawgiver; there-
fore the Eawgiver is God—and, naturally, this God is
the Christian God. And he adds, “ If we cannot
understand why God made certain Laws, surely it is
our own puny intelligence that is at fault.” And
on top of this brilliant piece of logic, 1 am next told
that “ God endowed man with intelligence and free-
will,” and that therefore “ no sane person can blame
God, in any way, for the chaotic conditions in the
world to-day.”

You will notice that our friend does not say God
endowed us with a “ puny ” intelligence. Our in-
telligence is only “ puny ” when it comes to trying
to understand God’s Laws. Directly freewill is intro-
duced, our intelligence is endowed by God, and pre-
sumably is not quite so “ puny.” Attentive readers
of this journal need not be told that the word “Law”
in connexion with the Universe does not mean cpiite
the same thing as an Act of Parliament duly passed
by the Legislature. It means nothing but an observed
sequence of events. It does not mean that there was
a sort of glorified being ordering a cherry-tree always
to grow cherries and not apples; ordering a stream of
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water always to flow downwards; ordering two half-
pennies always to make one penny; ordering storms,
and earthquakes, and cancers. Even the instructed
Modern Theist does not like his Theism put as crudely
as that. He goes on a sort of higher plane, and, by
using more polished and involved language, he man-
ages to fog the issue so. beautifully that his followers
really believe that he has proved his case. He does
not like asking, how do you account for the potato?
Instead, he will put the conundrum, how do j'oU
account for the seven notes of music, or why is it that
a natural landscape is always in harmonious colours?

If my correspondent, or anybody else who is >
difficulty over this question, will take the trouble to
think, lie will discover that all we know—as Mr.
Chapman Cohen has so brilliantly shown in man)
books—is experience. The “ how ” of this experi-
ence is left to scientists to discover if anything can be
discovered. And any talk of “ law,” in the sense of
man-made laws, is utter nonsense. Buchner put it as
follows :—

The laws by which Nature works and acts her
endless movement, in her ceaseless being anti Nie
ing, in building-up and destroying, are not, as

N

childlike phantasy of nations used to imagine
in ancient times, and as weak and uncu
minds still believe at this day, laid down to a *»

by some lawgiver or lawgivers standing our. ~
above Nature, but are the necessary and natur
pression of the interaction of all physical foices.
analogy with human activity and conditions, n
accurate and misleading name of “law ” bas

N

employed to express this fact. But the ana
inapplicable, because the phenomena or lac ,
Nature, interlinked by absolute necessity, have ~ »
ing in common with the arbitrary commands

human lawgiver. N
If my correspondent does not see this, then be 1
better stick to his God-idea. ce

Then my Theistic friend finds further proof fa~ .
existence of God in the “ law of conscience. j
presupposes that “ conscience ” has been, is, a,icy
he, always the same for mankind; that it is soinet
created by God, unalterable in time and place,
fortunately the common experience of mankind ~
proved that this is unmitigated nonsense. Ther
no such thing as “ virtue ” as a fixed unalter™_
quality, the same in every race, in every age- "
tain ideas are encouraged as good for a partm
group of people at a particular time. Other gr°
have other ideas; and which is the better depends ("~
all sorts of circumstances. | believe in nionogallt¥
but that is not “ virtue ” on my part, or a law of c°jc
science inculcated by God. Quite as virtuous PNF
as myself do not agree with me, and that is all ther
to it. 1 do not believe in vaccination or vivisectl r
but I have met numbers of virtuous men and wonl

who do. How can “conscience” as directed by ,
come in here? Strangling was considered a virtue
Thugs; Why did they think so?

Another objection to Atheism and proof of the c
istence of God, is given in “ the universal belief 1
Divine Power.” There is no such universal beje”
but even if there were, is the “ Divine Power’ 1,
universely believed in, the same everywhere? FO™
the Kaffir witch-doctor or the African pygmy belie't
in a Divipe Power exactly the same as my correspQ"
dent—or is he mistaken” a little? In 