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Views and Opinions

~ar and the Churches
jjR Huff-Cooper, the Minister of War, is not what
*Wai'niest admirers would call a man of genius, but
aJku VeDr commonplace individuals are apt occasiou-
X 1) let out the truth, and are the more apt to do
Vv "lI'en the truth is an uncomfortable one, than
hien of greater ability. = So, when Mr. Duff-
H"Ter rounded on the Liverpool Cathedral clergy
i 'fusing to pray for Mr. Baldwin and his gallant

c ul*ny, and called the rebellious parsons “ignorant
1 kynien,” he was making for trouble. Personally

Or'hl have preferred “ unintelligent,” or “ want-
, © 11 understanding ” to “ ignorant,” liecause a

grn "lay not be ignorant—that is he may know a
c deal, and yet remain fundamentally a fool. Dis-
AT]"nK readers may select plenty of examples of this
all walks of life. Common experience has regis-
aly ' *n Nie exDress'0ll “ an educated fool.” But
)° 'las to lie thankful for small things, and it is
i. e«ung to have a member of the Government say-
T anything that is truthful, in spirit if not in so
any words, about the present-day parsonry.
Mr. Dud-Cooper has added yet another in-
, ~cretion to his list. In a recent speech he said,
I rinding those Church of England people who have
denouncing war and militarism :—

e know that those who are now denouncing the
"nlitary profession are not the highest people in the
church, .but we are entitled to know where the
church of England stands on this subject. 1 have
been awaiting some leadership from those who do
éd and do control. The time lias come when those
"ho are spreading these doctrines should have these
uoetrines denounced as heresy. For heresy 1 believe
diem to he. They should themselves be reproved
hy tbe leaders of the Clmrcli of England.

n'™ ’'s a> important statement, despite its evident

'<dle-headedness. “ Awaiting some leadership
N'y it mean that Mr. Duff Cooper is waiting for some
Son lo tell him whether he ought to supi>ort war
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or not, and for a Minister of War to be in that frame
of mind is rather peculiar. Of course, it may be that
as a politician he is only waiting for the clergy to tell
him whether he is likely to have enough voters on his
side if he follows their lead. Again, the desire to
have anti-militarism denounced as heresy, may merely
indicate that Mr. Duff-Cooper would like to have a
lead in the forcible suppression of an anti-war crusade
after the fashion of Mussolini and Hitler, to the latter
of whom the King lately wished good health and
prosperity. Or it may mean that Mr. Duff-Cooper
does not mean anything at all, but is just angry.

* * *

A Sheppard and his Flock

Anyway, the remark about the ignorant clergy has
angered many parsons, and the latest deliverance lias
brought the Rev. *“ Dick ” Sheppard, Dean of
Canterbury, on the scene.  Mr. .Sheppard lias been
advocating a no-more-war campaign, and boasts that
he has a hundred thousand promises from men who
will not take part in war on any account. | remem-
ber that the Rev. Sheppard was responsible, while
acting as the chief religious propagandist for the
B.B.C., for the statement that no more than 200 pro-
tests had been made against the broadcast of religious
services. Pressed hard as to the truth of this, lie
admitted that lie had, quite inadvertently omitted a
nought, and should have written 2000. | expect
that greater pressure might have produced another
nought. So, when Mr. Sheppard meets Mr. Duff-
Cooper with the concession that “ for centuries the
Churches have given a modified encouragement ” to
war, and that “ a large measure of blame for the
present condition of the world must fall upon
the Churches,” I am not very much impressed,
because | remember the broadcasting parson,
and | reflect that it is a very old practice
of the Christian clergy to let out a little of
the truth when the whole of the lie cannot he told. It
sounds very like the burglar who is caught in the
act of breaking into a house, and who remarks, “All
right, I'm coming. Its a perfect ‘ cop.” ” Mr. Shep-
pard now believes, as a follower of Christ, that, “ If
the words and acts of Christ are considered as a
whole,” then according to Mr. Duff-Cooper, “ Our
Lord Himself was a heretic,” and concludes, “What
I cannot understand is the blindness of the Church to
the fact that war is not only wicked, hut futile.”

But Mr. Sheppard is, | should say, in the neigh-
bourhood of sixty years of age, a little more or a little
less, aiid therefore was preaching during the war
years. During those years lie was just as “ blind ”
as the rest of the clergy, of whom there is such an
excellent record in Mr. Bedborough’s Arms and the
Clergy. Mr. Sheppard was among tlie clergy who
then helped to create that atmosphere which made, a
reasonably just peace impossible, and so laid the
foundations for the present state of affairs. It is not
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just, it is certainly not chivalrous, for Mr. Sheppard
now to round on the rest of the clergy for being blind
to the teachings of Christ, and accuse them of being
false to the teachings of Christ. It would be no more
than decent for him to say, “ during the war | did all
I could to keep the war going and to impress upon
the people the righteous character of war. During
these times of peace— or in the pause between the last
war and the next, | am preaching the futility of war,
hut when the next war arrives | shall probably find
that it is a righteous war also.”

* * *

Church and War

Now | am not going to spend any time arguing
whether “ Our Lord Himself ” did or did not con-
demn war. That in itself is a more or less unintelli-
gent or dishonest procedure. If war is indefensible
at any time (to take a very extreme view) or if the
impact of organized force must be met with organized
force, it really does not matter to the value of a brass
button whether “‘Onr Lord ” agreed with either pro-
position or not. Making the rightness or wrongness
of a teaching depend upon whether a particular per-
son taught it or not, implies either childishness or
rascality; and when the person involved is the myth
ical character of Jesus Christ, who has been made to
teach almost everything, then, it is probably an indi-
cation of childishness and rascality.

The fact is that the Christian Church has in every
generation, since it was strong enough to use force,
preached war, practiced war, and been the greatest
moralizer of war known to us. Mr. Sheppard speaks
of the Church of England clergy whose views are
identical with his own. How many? Certainly no
more than a mere handful of the nearly twenty-thou-
sand Church of England parsons. He also says that
“ The times when Christians were not allowed to
bear arms have passed.” This is a piece of sheer dis-
honesty. When were Christians forbidden to bear
arms? Mr. Sheppard cannot be so ignorant of his-
tory not to know that it was the Christian Church
that in Europe gave the profession of arms a specially
“ sacred ” character. Look at all our own cathedrals
and national churches. They are dotted with monu-
ments to great soldiers and sailors. For every monu-
ment to a civilian in our streets there are probably
three or four to eminent soldiers and sailors. The
clergy serve, with military rank and naval rank as
chaplains in the army and navy. They bless guns and
battleships. They pray for our armies when they
leave for war, and thank God for the slaughter they
have made when they return home. Battle flags
wave below the roofs of our churches, and not a
single Churchman has said a word against these prac-
tices. Mr. Sheppard says no word against them, but
will he publicly protest against the impetus given to
militarism by parades and the like, and by the mass-
ing of soldiers at civic functions? Of course he will
not. Nor will any of the other professional
preachers. Mr. Duff-Cooper is right. To talk
against war and militarism is, in the light of Christian
history and Christian teaching, rank heresy, and it
would be a better manifestation of Mr. Sheppard’s
sincerity if he resigned office in, and income from, a
church which in its official prayer-book contains
prayers for the success of our arms in war. “ The
teaching and example” of Christ “have been there all
the time.” And its complete worthlessness has been
demonstrated by the fact that preachers have made it
mean exactly what they pleased.

* * *

The Gospel of Humbugging

The humbuggery of the pretence of Christians
against war does not end with what has been said.

THH FRINETHINKER
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The teachings of Christ have always been with us, >ut
while it was considered profitable and fairly safe to
wage war, the blessings of all the Christian Churches
were given to it. While it could Ire made profitable
L ; sat-
religiously and commercially, the Churches were
isfied, and with the upper classes their sons ''e'e ,-a
trihuted between the Church, the Army, am a
ment. But things have altered, to-day it 13
the wrongness, the barbarity of war, the degraca
(gross or subtle), of the military life, that has icl
Christians, it is the cost and the danger of it tha
awakened their indignation, and the Ciris *
Church is true to its practice of providing the liea™ r.
of motives with a moral covering in talking ,a(
dash about the teachings of “ Our Lord,” an N
blessings of peace. During the long reign o ~
toria, which our lying publicists and historians 1 (I
petually referred to as “ Victoria’s reign of lieaC™e
although there were not ten consecutive years o Pg ™
in the whole of her reign, but as we grab e< *
very large slice of the earth’s surface, there @aS |j.
great talk from the Churches about war being ~
Christian. But war has come closer. War has
come very expensive, and the Christian conscience
aroused. That is the secret of the talk of men
as the Rev. * Dick,” the day of the nice comfort3 ~
profitable war has passed, and so the
Christ forbid it—now that war is expensive a
dangerous. X.
But actually war is unchanged. Will someone e/
plain the difference between the wars that
waged and the wars that are waged? Is there _
real difference, between a battle fought With
thousand men aside and a million on each side -
there any substantial difference between fiffl* j
tribes- armed with old rifles and using against tw
machines guns or aeroplanes dropping explo5®
bombs, and Italy using tanks, machine NS,
poison gas against the comparatively unarmed AbL
sinians? Is there any moral difference—or is tu"
even greater personal suffering-— between a war
kills ten thousand and one that kills a mill'Ol- ~
wife suffers neither less no-r more because a thoiisa
other wives are suffering at the same time. Wl'a
the good of denouncing Italy in the way she is ¢
ducting the war when she is only doing, in substaiR 1
what every country at war does? Does not eve -
army use whatever weapons it has irrespective of
kind of weapons possessed by the enemy? Is if 1 ~
the policy of every army to get its enemy ,mt0O~"
dangerous position, outnumbering him with mem
possible, establish a superiority over him in arm-
possible, and then bombard him at the least cost ™
itself?  War is not like prize fighting, where 1 j
have to be somewhat equal before they are permit'l®
to fight. War is war, and its essence is, as Adm"™
Fisher put it, to get your enemy down and then juil
on his belly. The Christian conscience has hee™
aroused because war is no longer quite so safe aS
was for those who foster it; not because Christot®
have had either a new revelation or because Christ],re
teaching forbids it. And the Christian clergy "
acting as usual. To-day sonic of them are denot™L
ing war, but to-morrow-— ? Well, to-morrow tbe'
will be at their old game, and when war does arrW’
the clergy will be found acting, as General Cro/m,

said, as “ the finest creators of blood-lust we have-
Chapman CoittIN-
Oil, yes, princes use God as a kind of bogey 1

frighten grown-up children to bed with, if nothing
avails; that’s why they attach so much importance
Deity.—Schopenhauer.
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'‘fhe Abasement of Abyssinia

Down to the present day we have been taught little
ese than falsehood.””—Landor.

“ Nature is made better by no mean
But Nature makes that mean.”—Shakespeare.

ANSsinia has been very prominent in the news foi
jl °nK time, and much ink has been spilt by journal-
's concerning that country. Not only have thou-
l2i%(s  columns of print appeared in the newspapeis,
, books on the subject are beginning to cumber die
,eMjs °f the libraries and book-shops. Notwith-
il this enormous interest in this little-known
there is one aspect of the matter which has,
<v la Ver™ “ew exceptions, been ignored, or slurred
er>by the writers of all shades of opinion.
It ’-Vssiuia is not only a Christian country, but it
ff'ls bad the benefit of that religion for a longer period
an ]'l'itain. It has its own hierarchy, including
O aicbbishop, bishops, and clergy7. It boasts its
. n churches, and has its own ritual. The Abys-
,.Jan Archbishop writes to His Grace, the Arch-
stop of Canterbury, as a man and “ a brother in
J bord.” it win be seen that this remote African
g eisin an entirely7 different category to the dark-
jmined converts in other countries, who have been
-in by the machinations of medical-missionaries.
o,le? differ altogether from the self-seeking rice-
llaristians of China, or India. The Abyssinians
bad the inestimable benefit of the Gospel of
Ust foir more centuries than most other countries.

is lle contention of Christian priests in this country
in,tlat civilization and Christianity are one and
thUnMble. They pretend that their own Bible is
has S Urce’ uot only of our alleged spirituality, which
p’S escaPed popular notice, but of our material pros-

which has excited the envy and despair of
to U ~bristian nations. If this contention were

Woubl apply to Abyssinia quite as much as
bj a»i. Actually the dark-skinned believers should
hii I1110re progressive, more civilized, and more
I u'ne>than ourselves, because they have had the
. "mt of this “ religion of love ” for a longer period
an We have.

Ue a In spte  ~le benefits of the Gospel teaching,
be ,, byssinians have always been a primitive people,
V)jc of the sanctity of life, and indifferent to the

les °f civilization. Slavery not only flourishes
@ 1 its borders, but is a staple industry in that

Itry. Abyssinian slave-traders have always been

'stomed to' raid neighbouring territory, and in
dr N “e British Government took action and ad-
j strong remonstrances to the Abyssinians. In
tjio fbe Abyssinians paid heavy monetary compensa-
f Is for such raids into British territory. These
p s are recOirttett ju White Papers issued by the
“re'gn Office of the British Government.

\B *<bde pictures have been drawn by l.ady
MilIAL, an(A by Herr Gruclil, a German traveller, of
lj,.ades being raided for slaves, the older inhabitants
ri massacred, and the able-bodied and children
p, g carried off in chains, or strapped to mules. Sir
to \a<*f'rcgg> Governor of Kenya, has also testified
bathl6 “err'ble practices associated with this slave

il, pbborrent as slavery is, the natural and perpetual
1"™Is of these primitive people are almost equally
in U criticism. Indeed, Abyssinia is one of the
backward of all countries in the world. It cer-

biat IS W* 7/a' Me lack °f fbe Christian Religion
, mis terrible state of affairs has existed for so
y centuries. For scores of generations Christian
iit's bave exercised a position of enormous influ-
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ence in Ethiopia. And yet under the influence of
this Church of Christ the unfortunate Abyssinians re-
main among the most brutal and degraded of man-
kind. Judged by European standards, their social life
is an anachronism, a survival of savagery. The Abys-
sinians are in a somewhat similar position toi that of
our remote ancestors of two thousand years ago>
Whilst the rest of the world, with a few exceptions,
has, progressed towards a higher life they have stag-
nated. True, the Abyssinian people have a good share
of the simple virtues. They are brave and temperate.
Yet they have been trained up under despotism and
superstition, and they are capable of the wildest fan-
aticism. They are proud of their deficiencies, and
have an obstinacy in their very natures which often
flames into something far worse,in the face of opposi-
tion.

During nearly two millenniums of time these people
have done nothing, whatever for human advance-
ment. Their architecture is as simple as that of the
Esquimaux, their engineering as negligible as that
of South-Sea Islanders. They are illiterate, and as
cruel as the hysenas which infest their villages. Yet,
according to Christian apologists, these Abyssinians
should be in the very van of progress, instead of
being the hindmost of the nations.

The argument that civilization is due to one fetish-
book out of many is just nonsense. If it were true,
the “ Book of Mormon ” is a far better guide than
the Christian Bible, for the condition of Salt Take
City and surrounding country is beyond comparison
superior to our own large towns, with their slums,
vice, and hooligans. When Ingersoll was challenged
to reply to the statement of Christian Evidence mon-
gers that wherever the Christian Bible was' found
there was civilization, he said that the game claim
could be made as justly for the bowler-hat as for this
Bible. Wherever the bowler-hat is found there, is
civilization; therefore it is due to the hat.

Is it not perfectly plain that fetish-books have noth-
ing to do with the question? Abyssinia is a back-
ward country simply because the inhabitants live in
a remote, inaccessible country. Britain, on the other
hand, is almost ideally situated, and the very extent
of her commerce has resulted in the broadening of
her ideas, and the amelioration of her manners and
customs. All countries, all nations, and all empires,
were built by great men, for it is only men of out-
standing ability who can control policy. These men
have held all kinds of religious views, and some none,
hence it is foolish to regard one creed out of a hun-
dred as being responsible for national greatness.

Abyssinia is being ravaged by war, made on- that
unfortunate country by a Christian power, whilst
other Christian nations behave with supine inatten-
tion. And, mark you, who hears the pathetic cry of
the dark-skinned humanity in anguish? Is it the
thorn-crowned Messiah with his countless thousands
of angels, or the Divine Mother with cohorts of cheru-
bim, who come to succour the unhappy victims?
Not at all! The unhappy and unfortunate Abys-
rinians are left to their own very slender resources,
whilst the delegates of the Deague of Nations split
hairs and chop straws in order to evade the responsi-
bilities of helping their fellow-men and women in
their bitter hour of sorrow and disaster. For any
purpose connected with the real welfare of the world,
the Christian religion might as well be dead and
buried— as it will be when the people see the truth.
Devoid of extraneous help, this Oriental superstition
explains nothing, and adds nothing to human know-
ledge. It leaves a country in the meshes of devilry,
darkness, and despair, as in the case of Ethiopia.

Mimnermus.
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The Church in Spain and the
Workers

So many novels are hailed as great by unintelligent
reviewers that we pay no attention when yet another
“ great novel ” is thrust on our attention. | have
however, just read a novel to which alone of novels
published in England during the last few years | feel
impelled to attach the adjective “ great.” It is The
Olive Field, by Ralph Bates (Jonathan Cape, 8s. 6d.).
The richness of its descriptive passages, the depth of
its characterization, the vigour of its historical con-
ception, merit no lesser word.  But | will leave the
aesthetic qualities aside, and deal with other reasons
why this is a book you should read. It will give you
an understanding of the situation in Spain as no mere
political analysis could possibly do; for it is written
by a man who has perfect comprehension of the
Spanish character, of the Spanish worker and scene.
The earlier part is placed in Andalusia, in an olive-
rearing district of the south; the latter part in As-
turias in the north.

The book deals with the story of several workers;
but the theme behind the events is the clash of the
Roman Catholic Church and the secular spirit of
awakening Spain which inevitably turns to revolution
as the only means of throwing off the heavy chains of
age-long oppression. It is here that the profound suc-
cess of The Olive Field lies. It makes us understand
the strength of the Anarchist movement in Spain as
the fierce reaction from Catholicism; and without any
effect of propaganda it reveals to us the birthpangs of
the new order of social thought and action which is
being born from the Anarchist revolt. This develop-
ment is symbolized in the book by the development
of the worker Joaquin Caro.

No one who wishes to realize what the Catholic
Church stands for in Spain can neglect this book. It
makes us feel what it has cost the Spaniard to break
with his Church into the rituals of which the inner
meaning of the old peasant-life had become incorpor-
ated. Thus Robledo, a Communist, in a drunken
speech interprets the awakening :(—

“ The sufferings of Christ in the wilderness are a
symbol of the hunger of winter and the unrest of
brooding days. And though the symbols are remote
from the first realities nowadays, and the externals
of belief are thrown off, down in here,” said Robledo,
hammering his body, “there’s an older rhythm that
goes on. Easter is the spring festivity, of fertility,
of seed that germinates and spunk that comes to life
and blinks at the sun— and men feel a new hunger.
And here is the Church taking hold of all this
rhythm and saying it belongs to Jesus Christ—and
down in his heart man knows it’s a lie. It belongs to
his labour and to his fields, and to the womb of his
woman, it’s something that’s in the salts of his blood
—and he rebels against the lie and their churches
smoke in the sun. . . .”

The pictures of the various field-festivals, the at-
tack on the Catholic procession Ol Good Friday and
the burning of Christ, the horror of the shooting-down
of a harmless deputation of workers by the police,
the police-tortures, the hailstorm that wrecks the
olive-crop, the pathos of the brutish mayordom, the
heroism of the revolution in the Asturias which ends
with the Catholic-dominated Government sending in
the black troops to wipe out the miners and rape their
women— all this leaves an unforgettable impression
on the reader. Here is the stuff of life, here are the
great events of history, interpreted with sureness and
passion of understanding— events that occurred 1932-
1934. If they do not profoundly interest us, if they
do not fire our imagination and our social conscience,
then it’s time we gave up the ghost.

Jack Eindsay.
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Things Worth Knowing*

XXXIX.

God and Evolution

With regard to the earth, the Theist starts with
declaring that God’s purpose in creating it was
welfare of the sentient beings that inhabit it. «
was formerly supposed that they were produced by
isolated creative acts; but we now know that they are
the results of one orderly process of evolution. Hi|c
theist of to-day admits this as fully as anybody; but
he hastens to point out that organic evolution is ¢
piocess which, instead of precluding the idea O
divine purpose, implies it at every step, and could net
take place without it.

e « . But when we come to examine this process
evolution in detail, what do we see? If we do not
embarrass ourselves by regarding it as the work of an
intelligent being ... we shall see it simply asa P*"
cess, singularly interesting. . . . But if we are 1"
\ited to judge it as a process representing the fitO
cedure of a Being whose character is to be tried by
any known intellectual standard . . . our opinion
the process of evolution undergoes a singular chanty

hough we still recognize certain features in it which
suggest kindly intentions, what will principally
strike us in it—and indeed we may say astound ns-"
is firstly its cynical cruelty, and secondly
stupidity. G |

... What we find is this: that God has™ac"e _
the production of these living things and their at al
tions by a process as little suggestive of skill or
of sanity as the shooting of a man with a rifle "
be suggestive of accurate marksmanship, who, 1° <
firing at random a thousand shots at the sea, s
tw'ice in his life make a hole in the same bat 1
machine. For at every stage of the evolutionary 1 »
cess, God— since the Theist compels us to speak
—succeeds in his divine attempt to produce the i®
he is aiming at, only by making a thousand, ora 1
dred thousand, or a million attempts, successive
simultaneous, of which all but one are failures- j

... The facts | refer to are so notorious that a" ~
or two will be sufficient to indicate them. They N
summed up in the statement that the process 0
ganic evolution depends on, involves and is prodl ~
by, a sacrifice of the individual to the type. The 1
and animals whose exquisite adaptation to then ~
cumstances fills the mind of the Theist with slLc
wonder at the divine skill, are merely the siftirGM”
an infinitely greater number whose adaptation to
cumstances are so much the reverse of exquisite
they only come into life to suffer the pangs of dea ™
from cold, from starvation, or from the hostility
their exquisite brethren.

. . Theistic sentimentalists will here no
interpose that the bitterness of the struggle for eM
ence is now a thing of the past, and we are enter"”
on the period of the struggle for the existence
others, when the true goodness of God will at last
manifested in his works. To this we may answer
passing, that if the struggle for the existence
others is the struggle for the existence of those W
are socially not fit to exist, the practical misery in t
world will be greater than it is to-day. But let 1
value this objection altogether. Il,et 1Is grant tba’
by a struggle for the existence of the idle, the wea

Lt

* Under this heading we purpose printing, weekly,
series of definite statements, taken from authoritative wor",’
on specific subjects. They will supply instructive coniine"
on aspects of special subjects, and will be useful, not mereL
in themselves, but also as a guide to works that are WO
closer study.
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willed, and the incapable, wc may presently sdap
rartli into a scene of miUeinual bc~i m ~ vindica.
not have advanced a single step tow God’s
Jon of God’s goodness.  Whatever nmy”~ whmn
future there still remains his past. . to pis

the future he is to bless are to be pe pas

“jvine goodness, the lives whom m m ground;
1 lighted will be still crying to him tpe salne
and since the Tlieist maintains that 1 which is
« «to, to-cto, ,«l1 for ever, .1« “ jje* t ase

rel with millions of years of nundel
to incarnadine all the seas of infinity.

'Fﬁ . . . pe considered_which
ere is, however, a point t6 We assurme
"\& have hitherto left on one side. which a
"at in addition to the facts ° c nature
scientific examination of the process another |
rtveal to us, there are other facf. . life
"e> of which nature reveals n° may he
which wrongs of the presen vindica-
nki'ted . . . we have . ¢ ¢ rendered™ a " n
h°n of his goodness imaginable. tpis as_
Ju; Theist forgets one thing, name.»1 » tlie
scmption which refers to a future 1 hig

different manner in which God wd, ', ‘have given
features, when the natural order sha

tor,s,,«manual « fc** ¢~ »riSry,
,/PmUle observed facts of nature different
,5 a doctrine imported from 1 tpe char-
s°Urce, for the special purpose of changn g
acter which these facts present to us.
in "~ we are to deal with this question before us

WMet] ruasona')e way, if we are honestly to enquire
tie 'LTI1* demonstrable, from observable facts of
jti liniVerse>that God possesses the character which
prey' *e essence of Theism to ascribe to him, we must
"latt'QN" JPurge °ur minds of all beliefs about the
those bave their origin elsewhere than in
i[ acts themselves. We must divest ourselves of
Ht eftiQn-begging reverences, and look the facts of
"inverse steadily in the face.

toi,- .?hdsts will do this, what they will see will as
a S’ I'leni- They will see that if there is anything
niul ‘e " ac™ °f this vast process, with a consciousness
D e a Purpose in anyway resembling our own—a
h;s "'ho knows what he wants and is doing
)est to get it— he is, instead of a holy and all-wise
JI0 a scatter-brained, semi-powerful, semi-impotent
dj¢ Is'cr. They will recognize as clearly as they ever
dy °'d familiar facts which seemed to them evi
°f Hod’s wisdom, love, and goodness; but they
"ill Ud "ml these facts when taken in conjunction
"uli* Ne udiers, only supply us with a standard in the
alt,'re ~e'n8 himself, by which most of his
, are exhibited to us as those of a criminal mad
il ff he had been blind, he had not had sin; but
Il ip ma’'ntain that he can see, then his sin remains
""'dually a bungler as he is, and callous when not
swi - N cr'el, we are forced to regard him, when he
i. Is 1° exhil)it benevolence, as not divinely benevo
fu Il 1U nierely weak and capricious, like a boyl who
j( *I¢s a kitten, and the next moment sets a dog at
lii not only does his moral character fall from
bit by bit, but his dignity disappears also. The
fo*y processes of the stars and the larger phen
a Lla °f nature are suggestive of nothing so much as
. ."carisonie Court ceremonial surrounding a King
is unable to understand or to break away from it
Whilst the thunder and whirlwind, which have from
I'ne immemorial been accepted as special revelations
"a awful power and majesty, suggest, if they sug-
best anything of a personal character at all, merely
*Me blackguardly larrikin kicking his heels in the
®°Us, not perhaps I>ent on mischief, but indifferent
N the fact that he is using it.
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But we need not attempt to fill in the picture
further. The truth is, if we consider the universe as
a whole, it fails to suggest a conscious and purposive
God at all, and it fails to do so not because the pro-
cesses of evolution as such preclude the idea that a
God might have made use of them for a definite pur-
pose, but because when we come to consider these
processes in detail, and view them in the only light
of the only purposes they suggest, wc find them to be
such that a God who could deliberately have been
guilty of them would be a God too absurd, too mon-
strous, too mad to I>e credible.

Religion as a Credible Doctrine,

by W. H. Mau.ock, pp. 164-178.
A Picture
1.
Closing my eyes | saw the vision again. It was too

vivid to be merely a dream; repeated in too much
detail for that vague slumbrous condition of mind,
and |1 was not asleep. It had much the nature of a
nightmare, both in its horrific sense of reality and the
clearness of its component items.

| gathered more the impression of looking at a pic-
ture, painted on a large canvas, executed with veri-
similitude, or rather fidelity to the conception in the
artist’s imagination, bodied forth in colour for the
world to share his ecstasy.

In the foreground was the scene after a battle.
Corpses of soldiers strewed the ground, together with
the debris of broken rifles, bayonets and equipment.

The soldiers retained no individual personality.
All had forfeited that when they donned Government
uniform. Those prostrate here had lost semblance to
human beings. Some lay without arms or legs, other
were headless trunks.

Those bodily whole had great gashes or gaping
wounds, blackening with mortification as they
ceased to ooze blood. Numbers were not dismem-
bered or showing other visible causes of death. In-
stead they lay in postures which were obscene traves-
ties of normal attitudes assumed by men.

Bodies were doubled backward, forward and side-

ways. Limbs writhed into knots like agonized worms
or snakes. Heads lolled upon shoulders, chests or
backs. Faces twisted under arms or between legs,

stared sightless skyward or lay buried in the soil.
Some shot partially away had holes for eyes, jaws
dropped on necks, teeth bared like fangs, cheeks rent
open, and gullets torn revealing protruding tubes.

Faces which remained whole were perhaps more
horrible. Eyes glared unseeing, or closed tightly as
if to shut out the unbearable scenes around. Coun-
tenances bore expressions of hate, fear, terror, venge-
fulness, lust, all the gamut of the viler emotions and
bestialities; but not one upon which those who had
loved could look without shuddering.

Most prominent in the picture, where none could
esca]>e seeing it, lay a soldier disembowelled, his
blood-streaked entrails littering the torn-up earth
round him. His face was set in a look of intense ex-
cruciatingly pained surprise the eyes rolled upward,
the lips drawn back till the gums were bared down
from the convulsive fangs.

Farther on, the ground was blown by high explo-
sives into holes where lav shattered guns among the
dead. Beyond was a great stretch of barbed wire en-
tanglements, a maze of criss-cross strands, upon
which in places mangled corpses hung, their gro-
tesque postures grim parodies of gymnasts or acro-
bats.
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Behind this a vast range of trenches intersected,
chequering and shadowing the surface. In many
spots the parapet, sometimes the whole trench itself
had been hurtled into space by the action of the ex-
plosives, leaving huge pits, where fragments of human
bodies mingled with bits of metal and weapons, or
heads and limbs protruded from the earth as if in
ghastly vain effort to struggle out.

On a background of low hills, scarred quarrylike,
the trees had been denuded of leaves and most
branches by the firing, so that gaunt spikes and jags
were all that remained.

In my revelation the sky seemed an immensity of
height and distance, of a texture and tone which no
artist could hope to paint. Its colour was red, not
the red of sunset, but of blood, an atmosphere of
finely sprayed or rained blood. There must have
been a cyclonic wind, for the upper air was moving
in vast curves and swirls.

In those folds and curls appeared faces. Not
angels. It was no place for them, not even to pity,
because pity was futile. Not God himself. Per-
chance he had fled in shame to hide himself from the
torture and torment of his creation.

Not devils, for men had exceeded aught they could
ever wish or achieve. Many of the multitude of faces
visible were worse than demons, crueller and wick-
eder, beside whom fiends would appear kindly and
benignant.

Among the myriad faces were many of children. A
few innocent, smiling, plump, cherubic even; but far
more were thin, worn, prematurely old, acquainted
with suffering before they could lisp; wishing for
death when they had barely started life.

Besides men’s, women’s faces were looking, with
every variety of expression; sad, gloomy, insane,
agonized, distraught, set with determination to en-
dure woe, or mere passive acquiescence, or despair-
ing.

A small number laughed or smiled, others grinned
or grimaced, while some were mere distortions of
human countenances, having received and marvel-
lously survived all ills of which flesh and mind are
capable of feeling. Fewer portrayed pleasure and
fewest happiness. Occasionally were depicted jealous
exultation at the misfortunes of others, or base
triumph over some petty advantage gained.

Here and there showed the diabolic grin or unin-
telligent sternness of a dictator.

Faces familiar on the earth, regarded as great and
nearly worshipped, were revealed in truer light as
stupid, evil, perverse, callous, savage, or dully accept-
ing their position of petty tyranny over their fellows
as their due without thought or regret.

lll-gotten wealth had left its mark on many of the
faces, marks of gargoyle hideousness whose jaundice
hue glittered goldly.

Tike those who had become rich on man’s ignor-
ance and cupidity the faces of rulers and politicians
gibbered through the lurid eddies, seeing the disast-
rous consequences of their misleading the instinct to
follow and the mass trust of mankind.

Hardly one expressed joy or hope or prospect of
betterment. Nearly all were heavy with doubt and
bafflement; those of the common people from realiza-
tion that they were powerless to help their kind, or in-
different to doing so, or their eagerness for improve-
ment had been abused or exploited.

They who could alleviate the burdens of humanity
were careless or contemptuous, or proud of how they
had employed their fellow-men’s capabilities and
chances for their own aggrandisement:—
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“ 1 saw pale kings and princes too,
Pale warriors, death-pale were they all;
| saw their starved lips in the gloom
With horrid warning gaped wide.”

A. R. WILUAMS.

The Secret of Youthfulness

WiiY do some people keep so young whilst others gl
prematurely old ?

As this question applies to children as well as adults,
years, therefore, would not seem to make 11s old.

To deal with children first. Children living in country
districts may be said to be dull when compared with
children living in towns. Town children are spoken ol
as being wick in Lancashire, wick meaning alive,
lively. Wicked may have been derived from wick. B'l
if it was, wicked need not mean, sinful, vicious, give'l
to or involving immorality, but may mean playful, Ws
chievous, or roguish.

Wick children, in my youthful days, got more atten-
tion at school than the “ supinely good.”

How many lovely never-to-be-forgotten
many of us been fated to write out.

Our hues were chosen from the greatest sources by a
heretical old dominy in a free school.  Our youth/«
neighbours were not so fortunate The Presbyter« 1L
schoolmaster gave his children such exhilarating b«eS
to copy out, fifty to a hundred times, as

lines l'awe

“ J1 the cold Srave to which we haste,
ihcre are no acts of pardon passed;
lit ixed the doom of all remains,

And everlasting silence reigns.”

Punishment was always to be looked for, but P24
never.

And the tender-hearted Wesleyan schoolmaster clioos6
ns lines from the hymn book of the brothers WesI™V
such as:—

“ Hell is crammed with infants damned
Without one day of grace.”

which showed conclusively that if infants didn't esc«E
punishment, how then could older children hope
escape it?

Youthfulness was, therefore, not to be looked
amongst children in the districts covered by these
religious teachers, nor in any districts receiving Si®il
treatment.

Now let ns, for a moment, consider the adult. ,

(1) Living under the healthiest surroundings 3/
rich people grow prematurely old, bored with a plct«O
of good things.

But let it be clearly understood that our question ™
latcs to normal people and not to morbid people lio\e" »
interesting they may be. Dr. Tylor tells us (Priw1*1
Culture, Vol. I1., p. 132) that “ Persons whose constl1
tional unsoundness induces morbid manifestations «
indeed marked out by nature to become seers and s°,
cerers.” It is because of their “ constitutional unsoldll
ness ” that we must pass them by. 3

(2 Living under the vilest conditions may be fo«lu
poor people, healthy of body, of a lively disposition'
telligent, with a supreme disregard for material tlihG
Their riches seeming not to “ consist in the abunda«/,
of their possessions, hut in the fewness of their wants-

What, then, is this secret of youthfulness that so«l
people seem to possess?

The secret is a mental one. Shakespeare gave us t ()
key to it: “ 'Tis the mind that makes the body rich-
'Phe whole body mark you. George Henry Lewes j«
pressed upon us, some seventy years ago, the interest«l-
truth that “ The whole man thinks.” And that see««
to explain why intelligent, poor men are to be fo««l
living healthy lives in filthy places whilst ignora«’
wealthy men are to be found living unhealthy Hve'
under ideal conditions.

New ideas are probably of more value than fresh <«/
if one is in quest of good health. Change of mind 1
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necessary if one wishes to try a change of climat
the latter is of little use without the former.

Thinking thus | would advise every Cj'rist'a'ld and
>V" ijr »«t. if he value, to he« H,
body to become a regular reader ol

Should he take m adwce 1 can/~Wor our edltor
Eugh at threats o woe "’ henceforth, Zio

will see to it that he will not be found . scrlpture,
Again the editor will see to it tlia 1 f mped the
“The truth shall make you free.” 1S 1"yl of yOur-

ault will not be his. Don’t hesitate
selves, judge ye not what is light.

And thus would | earnestly advise

young people have been brought up ’
similar fashion to their fellow-Christians, have

their father’'s views without either s uc\ n
>«&1 ol these young Ml,data « J “ lry.
thing ni common with their fellow
Hus ought to be remedied. The young should”™be .care™
fully taught, and even the old, want pu

brauce of present truths.

May | remind the adult too that for the stii”™is there
he many glorious passages in Christian 1 ° music
may reject the subject matter, but the beauty <
°f language remains.

Many readers have yet to learn of the part played by
Vv°Wels and consonantal chords in the composition of
"Tcat Passages in both poetry and prose. A brief idea
O What I mean may be got from Dr. Tylor’s definition
([ a vowel (see Primitive Culture, Vol. 1., p- 168).

" An emotional tone may be defined as a vowel, whose
Particular musical quality'is that produced by the vocal
organs, when adjusted to a particular state of feeling.
as Carlyle would have said, “ is significant of

J / ‘ay more?

and in a
accepted

much.”

And now to conclude, | hope | have made the secret
youthfulness clear to all.

P° keep age at bay as long as possible new studies
llust be taken up. Botany, or Field Geology for prefei-
ce if they are new to you. These studies get you out
O doors, and tend toward your rejuvenation. .Sec that
” nr mind is provided with fresh food, year after year.
“The Mind’s the standard of the man.”  Tout
é)#ttr)gulness will then be assured as long as it physically

Georoe Wallace.

Acid Drops

t, mediately after the rescue' of the two survivors of
(| He°ose River gold mine disaster the »Salvation Army
in, *16 People standing round the pit in “ Praise God
Soci'i "b'om all blessings flow.” All we can say is “ Good
t with additional emphasis Q1 “ good.” What had
diy f° thank God for? Was it for not preventing the
K] nster ? Was it for not arranging for the other man in
v N e save(f f Gr was it that God picked out these

O f°r safety, and didn’t care a damn about the other
H ' ',r was it that these two survivors were so selfish
r 1 fhey (Bd not care so long as they were saved? We
T] 1™ *° c, tertain the last suggestion for a moment,
s Ip Hrcident simply illustrates the stupidity and brutal
ia mhness that lie at the foundation of “ pure Christ-
{. " The two survivors, we feel sure, would have
utii 200 PurcPase their own lives at the cost of the
i.Ir- Man is so much better than his gods. That is
, ? d takes so much of the energy of modern civilized
d ,evers to try and make their descendants fit for a
“ently humanized community.

Ak note from a contemporary that Professor Calhoun
'as written a book entitled Cod and Common Life. A
~viewer says that “ The writer’s aim is to find the place
br God.” 'a great many other people have been trying
lor the same end, both to find a God and then to find
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what he can do, or does, after they have found him. Per-
haps the same object inspired the writer of a well-known
passage in the Psalms, “ If 1 go down to Hell, lo He is
there also.” That is certainly finding a place for God,
and if said by s the expression would probably be
thought blasphemous. It is, according to most theo-
logians the business of God to send humans to hell. Was
the Psalmist intending the retort caustic?

The Nazis have now banned the works of Goethe from
all German schools. Goethe is, of course, the greatest
of all German writers, and, needless to say, he was not
only not a Christian, but actually disliked Christianity.
Lovers of great literature all over the world naturally
love Goethe’s works, especially in England, where he
has almost always been appreciated. Heine, who ranks
very close to Goethe, has already been banned, and they
have been followed by a large number of other eminent
men in literature, science and art. Just as some stupid
Caliph is supposed to have said, in destroying a great
library, that the only book the world needs is the Koran,
so we can see the Germans eventually boiling down their
literature to one book, Hitler's Mein Kamf. It is diffi-
cult to believe the German people, who have, at least,
some tradition of genuine culture behind them, stand-
ing for this sort of thing. But one never knows.

We were pleased to note that one of the principal
writers on the Church Times, after pointing out
how difficult it was to suppress a “ romantic ” untruth
(a better description would be a Christian lie) once it
had started on its rounds, disclaimed any sympathy for
the famous watch story associated with Bradlaugh—and,
for that matter, many other Freethinkers. It seems Mr.
Hesketh Pearson has resuscitated it in his new life of
Labouchere and, quite probably, he believes it really
happened. Let Mr. Pearson take heart. He will be,
by no means, the last to repeat it. It is extremely diffi-
cult to quash a good, healthy, Christian lie.

Our readers will be pleased to hear, according to the
newspapers, that the rehearsals for the Coronation of
Edward the Eighth next year have now commenced.
Understudies of the King and the chief figures in the
performance, with dummy copies of the regalia and
other “ props ” are to be used, the horses, etc., with the
chief characters will go through their preparation later.
But there is a full year for these rehearsals, with every
promise that the performance will be carried through
without a hitch. It will be a most elaborate spectacle,
although we think that time might be saved, and greater
smoothness in the “ show ” guaranteed, if the manage-
ment was handed over to Elstree or Hollywood.

Mrs. Harton, in her book, In Pursuit of Perfection,
contends, according to a critic, that the present state of
religion “ is due to the mediocrity of the lives of those
who profess the Christian Faith.” Now, what else can
she expect? The Christian Faith is the very type of
both mediocrity and boredom. How can anyone, who
believes in the tedious nonsense of Jesus and his absurd
miracles and apostles, become anything else but medi-
ocre? As soon as one loses mediocrity one loses the
Faith—or at least goes a long way towards that ideal.
Mrs. Harton’s book is, we are told, “ a simple manual
of ascetic theology, written for lay folk.” We expect
precious few of the “ lay folk  will read it or have
much to do with “ ascetic theology.” Does not Mrs.
Harton know that we are now living in the twentieth
century and not in the thirteenth ?

The Rev. “ Dick ” Sheppard is very hurt at the foot-
ball crowds who sing “ Abide with me.” The hymn is
far too beautiful to be thus desecrated by a mob of Cup
Final fans—or for that matter by a set of higli-jinks
scantily clad review chorus girls in a theatre. The Rev.
“ Dick ” does not think that because a “ win-at-any-
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price ” spectator gets a cheap emotional thrill out of the
hymn, it necessarily makes him as “ good sort of a
Christian ” as a man who goes to church. The truth is
that the people who get a crowd of “fans” anywhere to
sing hymns arc out to get Christianity in at any price—
and the Rev. “ Dick ” knows it. Anyhow, what would
he say to the crowd singing, after a few of the unavoid-
able accidents on the field, “ Washed in the Wood of the
Lamb” ? Would not the hymn be fully appropriate?

Cinema News for April 20, in the course of a leading
article, gives the Archbishop of Canterbury a rap over
the knuckles with reference to the clerical desire to use
the films as an instrument of propaganda—Christian
propaganda, of course. It says that it is not the busi-
ness of Cinema proprietors to work for “ a change of
heart,” on the part of the public, that should be the
work ,of the clergy. Quite a justifiable retort, and we
are glad to see a smart rebuff offered to the attempts of
the clergy to effect a larger measure of control over films
than they already possess. All the same we hope that
no “ change of heart ” will be effected by the clergy, for
that is always and inevitably in the wrong direction.

Less than 10 per cent of Londoners attend public wor-
ship, and about 25 per cent in the Provinces, says the
Rev. T. G. Moran of the Church Pastoral Aid Society :—

Many" of our young people, though better educated
than their forefathers, are scarcely conversant with the
main facts of the New Testament, and there is little
hope that their children will know even as much.

Well, as the main facts,of the New Testament will only
imbue people with an anxiety about their post-mortem
existence and teach them little useful about their duties
as citizens and the making of human life tolerable, the
news to us, is good news.

Father Martindale, the well known Catholic priest, is
“engaged in writing a full length life of Our Lord.”
“ Our Lord ” in heaven will no doubt be very pleased at
another addition to the thousands of his biographies
already in existence. However, we can forecast some of
the points in this new life which will be definitely main-
tained. Jesus is both God himself and his own son.
He is very God of very God. He performed every
miracle in the gospels exactly as described. His was a
Virgin Birth. He rose after crucifixion on the third
day, and appeared unto many with a crowd of Jewish
saints, who had also arisen from the dead. He flew
straight up to heaven. He founded the Roman Catholic
Church through Peter, a Rock. The Popes are his direct
successors. The sayings and doings of Jesus are infinitely
the greatest that have ever appeared on earth. Every-
body who came before Jesus is a thief and a robber ; and
nobody can get to heaven except through Jesus and the
Catholic Church.  These points duly elaborated will
make up a handsome volume and bring grist to the mill
—we hope.

Another great addition to the growing numbers of
famous Catholics in thiscountry is announced. The
Referee at the Wembley Cup Final is a Catholic. If
this does not help to prove the Divine Nature of the
Holy Faith in these strenuous days of sport, what else
will 2 We trust the blatant unbeliever is duly im-
pressed .

We hold no brief for any Christiansect as is well
known to readers of thisjournal. Our stand is for free
thought and toleration for other people’s beliefs. We
are, therefore, pleased to see that Councillor Cormack of
Edinburgh was recently heavily fined and cautioned for
a year’s good behaviour on account of his alleged insti-
gation of the recent anti-Catholic riots. The evidence at
the trial showed that Councillor Cormack, as a Protest-
ant, had little to learn from Catholics in downright in-
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tolerance. If we arc to have Christianity at all, it

necessary for its various sects, who mostly loathe each
other, to bear with one another in praising and wor-
shipping “ Our Lord.” Both Catholics and Protestants

seem to forget this sometimes.

[tow example of the kind of thing going on in Glas-
it is'fnVw , IC Case tlc “ Derry boys,” whose, purpose
of Hi, = «, Ite" PeoPlc as well as to fight Catholics. One
with 2 o Y \ t0 " "° for ” alT Catholic who is friendly
SthoJde £ 5*£nt- Detai,s are very piquant. One
scarf imi 1' le audacity to wear a green and white
Not comoh Cwas to,d by a Derry boy to stop wearing it'
court th-Tf? g\ the ffallant Protestant admitted later in
which broke'0  fj*ri,ck llim over the head with a bottle

when the, i a'lot |Jcr man struck him with a chisel, and

Dcrrv h'? h”T' tle Catholic was ‘out.”” The

all this ,,L T V dolns.time; but how splendidly docs
1" (e the civilizing influence of true religion!

The old-fashioned preacher lost himself in contempla-
tion of infinitesimal details of Christ’'s words, acts a'll'
ideas. Even parts of His body seem to attract meticu
lons notice. 1)r. Hutton’s recent sermon on “ | am with
you,” claims to know that Christ’'s face was of sonic
occult importance. He goes so far as to say—in a vapid
peroration—* Jesus Christ has changed the Face of God
into His Own, with God’s consent.” What a queer lot
this trinity seems to be, and what quaint amusements
they indulge in, if Dr. Hutton is any authority.

We have never been able to understand the Noncon-
formist attitude of opposition to all kinds of amuse
ments. Years ago, in evangelical homes it was the rule
to ban cards, dice, dancing and novel-reading. Theaties
and Music-halls were on the black list. To-day
.Sabbatarianism has made gigantic strides, but we °fe
to the same Nonconformist-conscience the anomalous in
teiference with the popular amusements which cannot he
wholly suppressed. To open a theatre is still a crime
all day* Sunday. Cinemas must not open till the even
iug. lhe most “ sacred ” of sacred concerts must no
use even a scarf, veil or turban to illustrate a common
place recitation. The current number of the ChristF1®
World admits that “ drink and gambling loom large™
with us than sacraments and services.” Why do"1
these churches mind their own business? No, rather,
why do our citizens submit to the Nonconform”
tyranny ?

The Ncws-Chroniclc proclaims the advent of the Idi
Racing Season, and recommends its own staff of Racing
Prophets. Mr. Percy Rudd, its “ Sports Editor,” boasG
that the News-Chronicle has a “ growing army ” O
readers interested in its sporting predictions. It P,I'j
mises “ Overnight hints on runners and their chances,
“ Wires from the stables,” “ Anticipations and SeleC
tions from Uno,” and other tips, including “ Naps ”

a prophet “ whose naps last season showed a profit un-
surpassed by any.” One day a week the “ Rclig'Ql
Editor,” Mr. Redwood, is allowed to tell us of tl'c
Divine Prophecies of Inspired Revealers of the Will O
God. But kvery day “ during the flat season ” E"°
will reveal a much more “ profitable” form of prophecy.

Bible contradictions count for precious little nowaday8
Prof. J. A. Findlay slides artfully over the contradictions
in the gospel narratives about the “ Resurrection.”
would have been highly suspicious” if they had agreed,
he says! “ What we have in the gospels,” says he,
“represent very well the happy tumult of Easter morn-
ing when all had heard or seen something, and when
everybody would be talking at once.” With more frank-
ness than discretion he adds, “ the gospels were novel
meant to be biographies . . . they were gospels not
histories.” He might have said they are false whi ther
as history or gospel,



May 3 1936 TUT*

THE FREETHINKER

Founded by G. W. FOOTE

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4
Telephone No. : CENIRA!, 2412

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

{CﬁgBN— Thanks for cuttings.
(Sydney N:SAV.).—Thanks for paper. We have

%dﬁlflcceeded in plumbing the depths of orthodox mi-

T I,. Bowers—We do not know, but we expect that any
thin stick, Hazel or otherwise, will “ quiver ” it held m a
Particular manner in the hands. Try it, find do not be
deceived by these “ mystical” gentlemen.

' Tr)}—Very excellent letters. We are not surprised that
tle recipient of them refrained from any attempt to
answer them in detail, |n his position we should not have
relished that job.

Mathews— We disagree with you entirely. The resort
» liugC armaments is not at all an exhibition of courage
a'd determination. It is fundamentally due to fear, and
an exhibition of cowardice. There is far more courage
shown in taking a course, which, while it involves risks,
as do most plans, is risking something along lines that
are not certain to lead to failure. Militarism, particularly
H r, modern conditions is incurably cowardly. Aftei al ,
Viki ?I-S orTv giving the world an unmistakable example of

(tUsr uiodern militarism is.

Branch N.S.S. and II.

p et wek

¢wNvertising and Distributing tbc Freethinker.—\V. J.

Tre tf
ret FreeNin”er” is supplied to the trade on sale or
um- Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
ported to this office.
S0°Jlces of the National Secular Society and the Secular
g Nrfy Limited, are now at Farringdon Street, London,
Order?f TelePhone: Central 1367.
of fi °r ~eraturc should be sent to the Business Manager
tun  Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London E.C.4,
T,"in°t i° the Editor.
i 1. #reethiinicer ” will be forwarded direct from the Pub-
On'c'~ P'c following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
dil ~ycar I51-\ half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.
" Bleducs a’id Postal Orders should be made payable to
Ic Pioneer rress,” and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
‘erkenwell Branch.”

Irvink.—Held over till

Sugar Plums

i'Uigemcnts for the National Secular Society’s Con-
on Whit-Sunday are nearing completion.  We
hb{sh the Agenda this week, and other details will
- m due course. Meanwhile, will Branch Secre-
tarics
" seml on to the General »Secretary as earlv as
Possible the names of delegates, and also will those niem-
@' “ho arc not delegates, but who are equally wel-
. €>*t headquarters know what assistance can be
“ securing accommodation for them during their
i >n London

8ti lir° "‘ill he a reception at Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet
p GF on Saturday evening preceding the Conference.
N,Piments will be provided, and there will he a little
Illr ICaxi s'i'ging, with plenty of time for conversation.
0 ‘ hohen hopes to be present, but lie lias a heavy day
s tle Sunday; and is still under medical control—to
T Wr extent.  Still, he will most probably be there some
fr-11 during the evening, and will be pleased to meet

lejds from all parts. The reception will be at
7 Oclock.

» 1l is not easy, but always expensive, to advertise
é)eCtlmJgs m  mdoti. But individual members and LO11-

c" 'h'anebes can assist in this if they will apply to the
1 ’etary at 68 Farringdon Street, either in person or by

1 for a supply of the advertising slips that are now
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ready. Please say how many are required and they will
be sent on. But we ask London friends to get to work
and make the Sunday evening demonstration the suc-
cess it ought to be.

The following, from the Cycle Touring Club Gazette,
has its interest for all who read with their brains as well
as with their eyes :—

Road Accidents and the Churches

Towards the end of last year, the Watch Committee
appointed by the C.T.C. Council decided to approach
the Afarios religious denominations in an endeavour to
enlist their support in attempting to reduce the casual-
ties on the road. A suggestion was made that a special
Sunday should be set aside on which the question of
road accidents and road behaviour might be made the
subject of an appeal from the pulpit. The result of the
Club’s enquiries cannot be regarded as satisfactory, as

will be seen from the following summary of the replies
received \—

Church of England. 11 sympathy, but cannot agree
to set aside a special Sunday.

Roman Catholic Church. No reply.

Jewish Church. Would fall in with arrangements

made by other Churches, and approves idea of special
Sabbath.

National Free Church Council. Suggested writing to
Free Church Denominations separately. This was done,
with the following results :—

Methodist Church. Could not agree to special Sunday,
as each circuit makes its own local arrangements.

Baptist Church. No reply.

Congregational Church. No reply.

Presbyterian Church. No replv.

In the circumstances the Committee were compelled
to abandon the project, and it would seem that there is
more hope of assistance from secular institutions in at-
tacking the evil that stalks abroad on our roads.

Mr. Feldman, the Secretary of the Leeds Branch,
writes that a determined move is being made to extend
the Branch’s activities. They are requiring a central
room suitable for lectures, and as soon as this is ob-
tained a library has been promised by a generous sym-
pathizer, the volumes of which will be loaned out to
members. Would all Freethinkers who are willing to
help in any way, or can give useful information, do so
now, as speedy help at the moment is valuable?
»Strengthening the Branch Membership is always the
best way of doing this, and special facilities and induce-
ments are available for new members. Anyone in Leeds,
or the Leeds area, should get into communication with
Mr. Feldman, at 58, Meamvood Road, Leeds, who is
making a praiseworthy effort, along with liis colleagues,
to put Leeds in a worthy position Q the Frcethought
map.

London readers will he interested in a “ Peace Film
Show,” which is to take place at the Cambridge
Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, on »Saturday, May 2 and
»Sunday, May 3. The films shown will be of an anti-war
character—much to the disgust of the Censor, we expect,
Prices range from is. 6d. to 5s.

As many of our readers are aware an International
Coinmitte has been formed in the United States for cele-
brating the bi-centenary of the birth of Thomas Paine
Ol January 29, 1937. One of the objects of the Com-
mittee is to erect a statue in the United States, and con-
tributions to this end are requested. About fifteen thou-
sand dollars is required. The admirers of Paine through-
out the English-speaking world ought to manage to
raise this sum, with ease. Contributions should be sent
to the Secretary, Paine International Committee, 317
East 34th »Street, New York, U.»SA.

The Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch of the N.S.»S.
starts its summer campaign in Victoria Park today
(May 3). Mr. R. IT. Rosetti will be the speaker. The
meeting commences at 6.30 plll. We hope that East
London Freethinkers will see that the Branch has a
good send-off for its season’s work,
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The Pedigree of the Birds

Bees, butterflies and other winged insects awaken
wide interest and gratify man’s aesthetic sense with
tlieir wondrous beauty. But of all the flying mem-
bers of Nature's majestic domain the birds are pre-
eminent in variety, plumage, solitary or communal
life, nest-building and song. There is also an ap-
pearance of pensiveness in many species of feathered
bipeds, while, in others, evidences of vivacity are ex-
tremely striking.

The lark, the linnet, the nightingale, the melo-
dious. blackbird and the tuneful thrush, to name no
others, have inspired our poets to pen many master-
pieces. Shelley’s enraptured ode to the skylark, and
Keats’ magnificent tribute to the vocal powers of
night’s lone bird at once recur to memory. Now
that the .vernal season is with us and the
cuckoo and swallow have returned, many of our
resident and migrant birds are already pouring forth
their songs; and nidification is, or soon will be, the
order of the day.

The old saw that a bird is known by its feathers
is strictly true, for among all the countless organisms
that constitute the living world the birds alone
possess a feathered covering. Strange as it may
seem, these feathers are modified scales which the
earliest birds inherited from, their reptilian forebears.
The .descent of birds from reptiles is now a well-estab-
lished; truth. Indeed, so closely related is the avine
order to reptiles in anatomical structure that the
famous -morphologist, T. H. Huxley, included them
in the Order Sauropsida.

What were originally regarded as the footprints of
giant birds preserved in the Triassic sandstones are
now ascribed to long-extinct reptilian forms. But
in the Soleuhofen slates of Bavaria deposited in the
later Jurassic Period, the remains of an ancient bird
have been discovered. These are the most archaic
relics so far revealed of an unmistakably true avine
organism. They are those of the Archaeopteryx, an
animal with marked reptilian characteristics, but
without question a feathered bird. This archaic
creature was about the size of a crow, but its upper
jaw carried thirteen, and its lower jaw three pointed
teeth on each side, which were solidly set in sockets.
This weird bird also sported a long, lizard-like tail
bearing feathers, while the free digits of its wing
were provided with claws. Very little can be inferred
concerning the bird’s mode of life, but the formation
of its feet suggests arboreal habits.

In later geological deposits other avine fossils have
been preserved. The Ornitholites of Cretaceous
Times retained their teeth, but the caudal append-
age of the Archteopteryx had been discarded. Other
fossil remains resembling those of birds of this period
are now known to be those of Pterodactyls—winged
reptiles that abounded when the chalk strata were
formed countless ages ago.

In 1858 the remains of extinct birds distantly con
nected with the present day divers were found in
Upper Greensand rocks in Cambridgeshire, while
others came to light in Swedish deposits. But it was
Professor Marsh of America who enriched palaeonto-
logy with its finest series of fossil avian forms. These
remarkable remains represent as many as seven
genera of long-extinct birds, all of which appear to
have possessed teeth.

In the succeeding Tertiary deposits the relics of
birds show that the teeth of their ancestors had com
pletely disappeared. @ They were as toothless as the

THE FREETHINKER

May 3 J936

oieor ei, throughout the ascending strata that lead
onw.iu s to our own day, the birds are seen to approx-
jma e vwt 1 steadily increasing closeness to those now

living.
sr t'16Se forms were of titanic dimen-
St e lelliaills *he Gastornis were discovered

r . 10r OV n SurreZ> as well as on the European
mu,t' 1 giant was larger than aiE ¢'atrich

j < equally incapable of flying.  Another strange
denoif/~on Wefe Preserved in London Clay

mmi i ni' >heppey. This archaic bird has been
lamed Odontopteryx, and is remarkable for its quaint

yvorn;O D,ri"g tlle same period the Hal-
A fnrHi OUl!siec!” a bird that foreshadowed the gulls,
the i0” :Ulne organism, the Proherodius, resembles

the r-Hi<Un
extantl
extensive/'n°r

IcI?ns’ while the Lithornis suggests both
I'lrU"—the predatory species-and the
Jl'lers display affinities to the most

: r LN ted ™<1 dominant order of pre-
sent-day birds, the Passeres™ which embraces the
robins, and indeed all the

world ' . throughout the habitable
s an em’uent ornithological writer, thFOllj%tg

Charles Dixon, says: “Its representatives are®

every clime, from the ice-bound Arctic Regions ™
the torrid zone; there is scarcely an island that <
not boast a Passere of some kind. As a group 17
birds dominate the earth; in the grand scheme o cs
lution the present era is particularly theirs.’

The Upper Eocene deposits of the Paris Basin G
richly stored with the remains of partly-extinct O
Cuvier and Milne Edwards studied these relics "ML
meticulous care, and the latter described f°ur
genera, seven of which still survive, while the ot
are all distinctly related to living forms. Many fd
fossil birds flourishing in Eocene times have been P ~
served in British and Continental deposits which e~
the same story. In North America, also, avine
mains of this period display close affinities to ext
species, while a remarkable penguin of massive P
portions standing seven feet in height was dwel*1
in New Zealand in Eocene days.

As the evolutionist would anticipate, the hinj
vestiges imbedded in the succeeding Miocene stra”™
betray still nearer affinities to the feather
bipeds of our own day. Some of these types, ho'
ever, are those of birds now entirely extinct, yG 3.
without exception approximate in character to exta
genera and species. Two immense birds, the Bhm
orliacas and Brontornis flourished in Miocene ce"
uries in South America. Several other genera have
been revealed in the same region, and indicate a ri
array of avifaunal life in that continent in MioceU
times. Dixon in his invaluable volume, The St°’'-
of ike Birds, observes that: “ The most remarkab L
feature of these birds is the enormous size and niaS
sive structure of the head, in comparison with t'ie
limbs, although some of these are of gigantic propQL
tions. Probably we shall never have any but the
faintest idea of what these bird monsters were act'l
ally like in life, but that they must have presented a
most impressive appearance with their huge lateral'}
compressed beak, cannot be doubted. That the}
were unable to fly seems certain.” Some Europe”'
fossils of this period are clearly related to the storks
and ibises.

The still more recent Pliocene deposits have tl'iP
far furnished comparatively few fossil birds, h'l*
those that have been discovered closely resemble ex*

isting forms, and are almost indistinguishable ironl
contemporary types.

In the very latest formations, those of the PleistO’
cene, the avine remains not only display their inti'

12,000 species of birds that now inhabit the globe. |mate relationship with living birds, but their ge°"
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graphical distribution was much then what it still re-
Wains. Species of pelican, now no more, have left
their remains in the fen districts of England. It is
a'sd an interesting fact that birds such as the caper-
cailzie and snowy owl which have long since deserted
Southern England have deposited their bones in

that wonderful necropolis of an ancient fauna,
Kent’s Cavern, near Torquay.”

The cassowary and ostrich are two titanic birds that
M some measure preserve the memory of the giant
avifauna of the past. But several representatives of
these enormous birds seem to have lingered in
secluded areas until quite modern centuries. Mada-
gascar and New Zealand were the leading island sanc-
tuaries of these giants. Their remains repose in quite
‘ccent deposits, especially in the vicinity of native en-
campments, as also in drifts, caverns and swamps. In
*e\y Zealand various species of moa; a monster bird
°f prey, Harpagornis; and a Gargantuan goose aie
among these departed birds, all of which had lost the
"sv of their wings, apparently through disuse.

I'ne moas have aroused great interest and eminent
anatomists have made their remains a special study,
"hile Maori traditions preserve ancestral acquaint-
ance with the living birds. Presumably when man
jnvaded their island home the fate of these defence-
Lﬁﬁirds was sealed, for they soon became the prey

€ savage hunter. How long they lingered no
ON€ can tell, but it seems a fair estimate that their ex-
Enction took place from 300 to 500 years ago.

Hie most celebrated birds of Madagascar are the
,?w extinct rijpyornitlies.  The discovery of these
11.  enormous egg shells preceded that of the re-
nnuns of the birds themselves. Five species of

Pyornis have been determined, some of which were
comparatively small birds. The larger types, how-
\er, were giants indeed, and in the Natural History

."scum there is shown an egg-shell of one of these
mds which measures some thirteen inches in length
,V nine and a half inches in breadth. Even larger
Tecimens are in private hands. But here again the

u was exterminated by ruthless man.

he avifauna of Miocene Europe included various
genera now confined to the tropics. = Among these

,re Parrots, a secretary bird, trogons, adjutants and

mrs. The warm climate of Miocene Times prob-

y accounts for this, but with the cooler conditions

the succeeding Pliocene Period, which heralded the

uiing of the Glacial Ages, the tropical aves either
. grated to more genial climes or perished in the
1Tours of icebound Europe.

In conclusion, we may justly claim that all the evi-
ence available concerning the lives of birds, both
;Ist and present, points unswervingly to the truth of
Solution. The entire order of birds has plainly as
feuded from an early reptilian stock in a more or less

line. The birds have evolved from ancestors
~uch depart ever more widely from living forms as
cy are traced back into the ever receding past,

K at last, we encounter those semi-reptilian or-
ganisms which appear to be the primitive forerunners
f Ihe magnificent and now highly specialized avine
~nier made up of some 12,000 species ranging in size

°’m the ostrich to diminutive humming birds little
arger than bees.

T. E. Palmer.

E is false that state, justice, law cannot be upheld
"athout the assistance of religion and its dogmas; and
tl'at justice and public order need religion as a necessary
e’ng>lement, if legislative enactments are to be carried
Ollt- It is false, were it repeated a hundred times.

Schopenhauer.

THE FREETHINKER 283

The National Secular Society
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Agenda

Minutes of last Conference.

Executive’s Annual Report.

Financial Report.

Election of President.

Motion by South London, West London, Manchester,
Liverpool, West Ham, Chester-le-Street, Burn-
ley, and North London Branches :—

“That Mr. Chapman Cohen be re-elected President
of the N.S.S.”

Election of Secretary.

Motion by the. Executive :—

“ That Mr. R. H. Rosetti be appointed Secretary.”
Election of Treasurer.

Motion by North London, West Ham, arid West
London Branches.
“That Mr. C. G.

Treasurer.”

Election of Auditor

Messrs. H. Theobald and Co., the retiring auditors,

are eligible and offer themselves for re-election.

Nominations.for Executive.

Scotland.—Mr. F. A. llornibrook, nominated by
Glasgow Branch,

Wales—Mr. T. Gorniot and Mr. A. C. Rosetti,
nominated by Swansea Branch.

N.E, Group.—Miss K. B. Kough, nominated by
Newcastle and Chester-le-Street Branches.

Mr. A. B. Moss, nominated by South Shields
Branch.

N.W. Group—Mr. H. R. Clifton and Mrs. E. Ven-
ton, nominated by Liverpool and Birkenhead
Branches.

SW. Group—Mr. W. J. W. Easterbrook, nomi-
nated by Plymouth Branch.

Midland Group—Mrs. C. G. Quinton (Junr.) nom-
inated by Birmingham Branch.

Southern Group—Mr. L. M. Werrey-Easterbrook
nominated by Hants and Dorset Branch.

South London—Mr. 1l. Preece, nominated by
South London Branch.

North London.—Mr. L.
North London Branch.

East London.—Mr. H. Silvester, nominated by
Bethnal Green and West Ham Branches.

West London.—Mr. E. C. Saphin and Mr. C. Tuson,
nominated by West London Branch.

Motion by Manchester Branch :

“ That the office of Vice-President be. instituted.”
Motion by the Executive .—

"That this Conference offers its sincere congratu-
lations to its President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, on
reaching the twenty-first year of his editorship of
the Freethinker, and desires to place on record its
sense of the debt that British Freetfiought owes to
its courageous and continuous advocacy of freedom
of thought, speech, and publication.”

Motion by Birkenhead Branch :—

“ That this Conference deprecates the undue time
spent on Motions during the Morning Sessions and
resolves :—

@ “ That the Annual Report be printed in the
Freethinker, one week prior to the Annual Con-
ference.

(b) “ That a time limit be adopted for motions.

() "That Branch Motions should take prece-
dence over individual motions.

(d) “ That Motions which have a direct bearing
on the activities of the N.S.S. should take prece-
dence over Motions which affect the Society only in-
directly.”

Motion by West Ham Branch :—

“ That Freethinkers be asked to offer the most
strenuous opposition to the efforts being made by
ministers of religion, to secure greater influence in
the control of municipal government.”

Quinton be re-elected

Ebury, nominated by
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13. Motion by E. Saphiu :—

" That this Conference protests against the
special advantages given by tlic B.B.C. to religious
bodies for sectarian propaganda, while excluding
all deliberate and direct criticism of religious teach-
ing.”

Motion by Manchester Branch :(—

“ That the Executive Report be circulated among
members prior to the Annual Conference.”

Motion by Mr. E. Eburv :—

“ That in view of the growing tendency of the
police in many parts of the country to interfere
with and to restrict the rights of public meeting in
the open air, this Conference urges upon all the
necessity of preserving freedom of speech as an
essential part of reform propaganda.”

Motion by West London and West Ham Branches,

and North Eastern Area, and Mrs. M. Saran.

“ That in view of the Education Bill, now before
Parliament, this Conference, in protesting against
the further extension of grants of public money for
sectarian religious teaching, calls upon Freethinkers
to press for the establishment of Council Schools
adequate to local demands in all areas, and to the
restriction of the education given in such schools to
purely Secular subjects.”

Motion bjr (1L Bedborough :—

“ That in order to concentrate upon the promo-
tion of the Principles of Secularism, all, save the
first six items, should be eliminated from the Im-
mediate Practical Objects.”

Motion by Leeds Branch :—

“ That this Conference in the interests of the
development of sound citizenship and in vindication
of the principle of equal liberty for all, urges upon
all Branches of the .Society to promote intensive
local activity with a view to secure, the same liberty
of opening for places of amusement or recreation on
Sunday that exists on other days of the week.”
Motion by Birkenhead Branch :—

“ That a Committee be elected for the purpose of
revising the Immediate Practical Objects of the
Society.”

Motion by Executive :—

“ This Conference views with the greatest appre-
hension the suicidal competition in armaments now
being pursued by the leading nations of the world,
which demonstrates the breakdown of European
statesmanship, and can but end in a second world-
war ; it also regards the existing international situa-
tion as a crowning proof of the ineffectiveness of the
Christian  Churches—which still represent the
greatest single organized force in Europe—and their
inability to contribute anything effective to the
development of civilization; and, finally, affirms the
conviction that only by the establishment of a non-
national court which shall exert the same authority
as is exercised by courts of law in civilized
countries, can the era of national wars be brought to
a close.”

Motion by the Leeds Branch N.S.S. :—

“ That the abolition of the .State supervision of
Broadcast Services should be added to the Immedi-
ate Practical Objects of the N.S.S.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

21.

The Conference will sit in Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet
Street, London, E.C.4. Morning Session, 10.30 to 12.30;
Afternoon Session, 2.30 to 4.30. Delegates will be required
to produce their credentials at the door; Members, the
current card of membership. Only Members of the
Society are entitled to be present. A Luncheon for dele-
gates and visitors at 1 p.m., price 3s., will be provided
in Anderton’s Hotel. There will be a reception of
Members and Delegates at 7 o’clock, on Saturday evening
in Anderton’s Hotel, and a Public Demonstration on
Sunday evening at 7, in the Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, Holborn, London, W.C.i.

By order of the Executive,
President.
R. ll- Rosetti, Secretary.

Chapman Cohen,
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Tu Quoque

Scene : Lady inspecting carved Hindu gods, the pro*
perty of her host.

Lady : “ What is the name of that dreadful looking

thing?”

Host : “ That is an important Hindu god named
Danapati, the son of Siva and his wife Durgé.”

L. : “ I)o the natives really worship such monstrosi-
ties ?”

H. :* Yes.”

L. : “ Isn’t it astonishing! Why they should have

faith in such gods is beyond mv understanding. When
you were living in India and saw them worshipping'
were you hot concerned, witnessing people so ignoran ,
and so steeped in superstition?”

H. : “ | cannot say that | was.”

.. “1 am surprised. Presumably, you never at-
tempted to persuade any of them to embrace the simpc
Christian faith.”

IL: “ 1 left that to thé missionaries. By the WI><
have you ever studied the religions of the East?”

L. : “ No. All I know of Hinduism is that its g°d*
are fearful looking creatures; that an impostor name
Mahonuned founded the Mahommedau religion, and tha
Buddha is the solemn looking figure so often to be
found in our museums, and totally unlike my conception
of a real god.”

Il. : “ That being the extent of your knowledge you
must admit that you know practically nothing of these
religions.”

L. : “ That is so, nevertheless | cannot believe in any
religion which has for its gods grotesque objects which
are an offence to one’s reason.”

H. : “ Ihat is because you have been reared in Eng'
land. A particular religion, like an individual con-
science, is usually the product of environment. If 3&
had been born in India of Hindu parents, you won 1
have adored their gods, and treated as rank blasphemy
any reflection on their appearances. If your parents
had been Maliommedans, you would have been a devoid
follower of the false prophet; if Buddhists, you would
have been an adherent of that faith. Do you really
think that the Christian religion can correctlv be des
cribed as simple?”

L. : 1Most certainly ; so simple that even a child
capable of understanding it.”

Il. : Even the dogma of the Trinity which says ‘None
is afore, or after other, none is greater, or less than an-
other. But the whole three persons arc co-eternal to*
"ether, and co-equal, a mystery which the clergy'
when attempting to explain, seek refuge in unintel-
ligible jargon, the only effect of which is to make co"-
fusion worse confounded ? Does not your reason reject
this absurdity?”

L. : 1 No; because when | encounter dogmas difficud
to understand, | make my reason subordinate to n®
faith. This is a Christian precept, and | derive coinfQ™
by observing it.”

H. : “ That attitude is impossible to reconcile with
your assertion that the Christian religion is so simp!O
that a child can understand it. Personally | feel that n°
question, secular or spiritual, can be settled unless thc
reason is fully satisfied, that is to say 1 am convinced
of the supremacy of reason in all matters, including
even thc interpretation of abstruse man-made Christiall
dogmas. Christians employ their reason to reject re-
ligions which they deem false, and discard it to accept
the “ truth ” of their own. To me such inconsistency
is amazing.

Pro Reason.

Memory is to me a wondrous thing, and the power to
summon up the past just as strange a gift, and a mr
better than the power of reading the future.

Anatole Francee
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Correspondence

AS OTHERS SEE US

To the Editor of the “ Freethinker

Siii, When Athoso Zenoo says, “Whether Mr. Fisher
) right or wrong . . . there is nothing in his letteis to
ment the implications of Medicus,” | feel I must ask
your permission to refer to Mr. Fisher’s original letter,
i'IW1 arqclg, hy the way, was written about this_land sent I

peared CN  aU* e su”sc(luen”™ coircSPolu ence <
>

I' Fisher's letter had a background of tinti 11

7> ve glowed through his far-fetelied ana
Kl gB-en them point had they been presented with the'

raillery Of an after-dinner speech. But the writer seemed

gmte in earnest and gave us the following:—

,» Medicine and religion in early times “ traded ” on the
Errors of unrelieved death,” and now that religion

\Ilt\sbs ecaying, medicine wou!ﬂ aim at |nher|t|n@©some of

- . Wou .

14etts. he | S obvious from the context,
%hﬁ ve rea@%m{%ﬁwﬁ L of that picture of the
tOI’SICI ?Iloﬁession ‘ITie 1>ublic shoupd know then Goe-1

L le "erdict rest "'it'l them.
, >leil" © come to this :

THE FREETHINKER

2585

against smallpox. | do not wish to enter into a contro-
versy, but as the Freethinker is used to attack vivisec-
tion, vaccination, etc., and it may be that people might
be confused into taking these, personal opinions as
authoritative, it is right to put the above facts on re-
cord.

W. L. English, M.li.

RELIGION IN THE SCHOOLS

Giwj—Alve VGoxarojmentts >EduCaian f5jH Yaises iiit-
portaiit issues for all supporters of secular education. The
elastic “ exemptions” clause and the lack of any pro-
vjsjon j,, the Bill for maintenance grants, even for

I'RYs>l struggling parents, have led to a widespread
which we can whole-heartedly support. Bubas Ration-
alists and Freethinkers we must surely concern our-
selves with the clerical aspects of the Bill, which are re-
ceiving little public treatment except from the clerical
position.

Tiie present legislation which affords’ the recognized
church schools ﬁ)ublic money to meet all their running
costs, such as teachers’ salaries, equipment, etc., is to be

extended to sanction the giving of further grants towards
the building of new, or the extending of existing church

As religion loses its giip, Ischools in so far as this is rendered necessary by the rais-

Hvs@lltially religious tendencies” become transferred to Ijng OF the school-leaving age and reorganization under

cjNlc®Ue- The writer gives as an example the prill-
H>6

the Hadow System. This further concession means, of

lemediable imperfection at birth, and develops lcourse, a deeper encroachment upon public money for

ae 1’®a that a true parallel exists here between religion I private religious ends, and a strengthening of the Dual

tlir "’Mirine.

If there is anyone who does not see System of Education to which we are opposed. Although

ilc™Kh this pseudo-classification, let him toy with the | officially the representatives of the Anglican and Roman

11 M the connexion between being born 111 sin and Csitliolie Churches have grumbled a good deal about the
b et AU ""th a hare-lip, and the further connexion I

7 Ween getting redeemed through the blood
s  Setting the liare-lip successfully operated
I “eon- Anyone still hazy is advised to glance
E’;}m 01 Teratology, and he will then discover
|=? * We nce(f S° no further than our eyes., As far as 1
"tetipsRk Mr. Fisher, Jenner 18 ot 65 Filfch 18 Blame foFi
- " "’'tion as John the Baptist, for “ the Medicine-man
01?-iliMC refe’vc(f ff,e preliminary inspiration from the
Wh U Me Gods! lint there is more to come. Next

get the parallel of religious and medical sacrifice,
tviseetion is the rite of animal sacrifice, but sterilization

m euthanasia may bring us up to date with human
iOrifice. Here the writer seems to me to have done

better than a Seventh Day Adventist. And so it goes
?"s The vested interests'of the Church arc shifted to
he Pathological Laboratory, and the Medical Profession,
10” Whose ranks a member is immediately removed for
'y offence of advertising, is accused of “ spreading
"owledge of wonderful cures.” Finally, as if the
"’iter were trying to see just how far he could draw the
M'y, we are told that the Profession has stepped into
shoes of the Church “ more or less consciously.”

When 1 read all this 1 am not distressed about the
Medical Profession; | am distressed about Freetliought
a'M anxious about our reputation. And Athoso Zenoo’s
‘l_ingiiuient, with which this letter opens, does not help

Medicos.

VACCINATION

Sir—jn his article (Freethinker, April 12), Athoso
T-Roo says he is convinced from logical enquiry that

Icciuation is a superstition
. The Knclyclopcedia Britannica, ed. 1926, savs that the
Eaé;:sl are, that Vaccination diminishes the liability to

g attacked by smallpox, and that smallp8x i§ practi-
Q% unknown amongst well-vaccinated children.

Now this was the considered opinion of the Royal
Commission on Vaccination, of which Lord Herschell
"'as Iresident, and of which Charles Bradlaugli was a
”10mber. The Commission sat for six years, and on the

YY'dence of witnesses of all shades of opinion, came to I financial

Mc conclusion that Vaccination is a definite safeguard

of Christ secure amendments which will
on by afavourable for their purposes, we shouldnot be deceived
at a text py this strategy. At this Easter’s N.U.T. Conference,

that, far the guv. Walter Traynor confessed that mm Inig opinion
going to religion for the idea of imperfection at|*“ the Education Bill is a good Bill,” and he also men-

I ments and of sincere Nonconformists.

alu| are seeking in its present Committee stage to
make it even more

tioned that this was the “ private view ” of his Catholic
Archbishop, D¥. Downey. Also ¢he Archbishop 1

Canterbury has pleaded that the Bill should be dedijt
wftli gently, lest its present provisions should be lost by

I over-zealous churchmen demanding too much. These

unsolicited testimonials should be sufficient reason to
put us on tlle alert

As lu?st °[ our pol’ifi'c'ians in Parliament are afraid to
antagonize the religious voters in their constituency (Mr.

I TImrtle being a notable exception) there is little hope of

tlle dermal P* *« of the Bill being prevented from be-
coming law. But it must be noted that the legislation
regarding the giving of building grants to church schools
will only be permissive; the Local Education Authorities
arc to be the filial authority determining in each locality
whether or not grants will be given. Woliat a wonderful
opportunity this will provide for secular action! Are
we making sufficient preparation to utilize this oppor-
tunity to the full ?

At a recent meeting of the District Council of Secular
Societies in the North-East Area, we discussed the situa-
tion, and concluded that we should set up a fund which
would provide us with the finance to organize confer-
ences and meetings on the question when the Bill be-
came law. We intend to concentrate on those districts
where our forces are strongest, and there to mobilize
opinion in order to urge on the Local Authorities the
advisability of re-organizing and improving Council
Schools in preference to further subsidizing Church
Schools. We should be mble to obtain the active sup-
port also of progressive educational and teachers’ move-
But all this

latent opposition will be lost unless we rise to the occa-
Mon and take the initiative.

In conclusion, we have two general requests. First,
we would like to hear whether a similar course of action
is being adopted in other localities. Secondly, we
should like those who sympathize with this work, and
who are unable to be active themselves, to give us
support. All wishing to contribute to the
North East District Council Fund, which we arc setting

protest,
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up- for this Specific purpose, should send their donations

to Mr. A. Flanders, Garden Place, Hast Herrington,
Sunderland.
John T. Brighton (j'resident)
At,lan Flanders (Secretary)

North Hast Group of Branches of National
«Secular «Society.

ANNIHILATION—OR «STERILIZATION ?

Sir,—| have read with considerable interest the
article hereon by Mr. A. F. Williams, and would like
to ask him six questions :—:

1. What exactly does he mean by the term *“

lization” ?

2. WIliat exactly is the process or operation whereby
a male is sterilized ?

What exactly is the process or.operation whereby
a female is sterilized?

4. What is the best age at which sterilization might
be performed for each sex ?

Who is to decide as to who is to be sterilized?

If, as Mr. Williams states *“ sterilization must
come,” what guarantee have we that it will pro-
duce any better results (in relation to the pre-
vention of warfare) than lie himself admits it is
doing for Germany ?

steri-

%

o

Robert Way.

National Secular Society

Report ok Executive Meeting held April 23, 1936

The President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, in the chair.

Also present : Messrs. Quinton, Hornibrook, Clifton,
Saphiii, Tuson, Silvester. Ebury, Preeee, Mrs. Quinton,
Junr., Mrs. Grant, and the Secretary.

Minutes of the last Executive Meeting read and
accepted. The monthly financial statement presented.
New members were admitted to North London, West
London, Glasgow, Burnley, Leeds, Bradford, South
Shields, and Accra Branches, and the Parent Society.
Permission was given for the formation of a Branch at
Accra, West Africa; to be known as the Accra Branch of
the N.S,S, Plans were submitted for Mr. Whitehead's
Summer- Season lecture tour, and received approval. A
report of proceedings at the recent International Con-
gress of P'reethinkers at Prague was before the meeting,
and discussed at some length. Correspondence Was
dealt with from Brighton, Preston, Stockport, and the
N.E. Federation of N.S.S. Branches. The Agenda Com-
mittee presented its report on the Agenda for the
Annual Conference at Whit-Sun. The Annual Balance
«Sheet was before the meeting, and duly accepted.
«Speakers were appointed for the Public Demonstration
to be held in the. Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, on
Whit-Sunday evening, following the Annual Conference.
The co-operation pf Branches, and other details con-
nected with the Conference were dealt with, and the pro-
ceedings closed.

The next meeting of the Executive will be held on
Thursday, May 21, 1936..

R. 1l. Robktti,

General Secretary.

Nothing in Aristophanes, or Petronius, gives a picture
of more bestial depravity than the one drawn by the
Cardinal known as the Blessed Prince Damiani, (1073
Ad.) °f. bis clerical contemporaries. Unfortunately, the
very nature of the crimes with which lie charges the
clergy is.so monstrous-that it is impossible, even “ in
the obscurity of a learned language ” as Gibbon said, to
give an idea of their character.

w“

Cotter Morison in “ The Service of Man.”

THE FREETHINKER
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

-ecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,

insert d °n Tuesday, or they will not he
LONDON
OUTDOCR

Bethnal Green and Hackney Branch N.S.S. (Victoria

ar near the Bandstand) : 6.30, Mr. R. H. Rosetti.

sk®\<n TH London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hamp-
Smil ' Vr3’ Sulu,aV 5Ir- Tusouv Highbury Corner, 80,
Sapliin ~ UaCey- South Hill Park, 8.0, Monday, Mr.

Mreprp ~°NnON
it h |, orugan.

I'kanch N.S.S. (I'rockwell' Park) : 6.30,

Rushcroft Road, opposite Brixton Town
May 5. Mr. F. I= Corrigan. Cock Pond,
1 am old lown, 80, Friday, May 8, Mr. F. I'. Corrigan.

s,n IT L°NDON Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3.30 and 6.30,
Cay’ Mé&f re- Bryant, Wood, Evans and Tuson. 7-3-
i’ Mr; F. Saphin. Freethinker on sale at Kiosk.

<ut jc ordered in advance to avoid disappointment.

INDOOR

FtiiicAl Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion

t 'l1): V' Professor F. Aveling, ¢.Sc.-“ The
Christian theory of the Human will.”

COUNTRY
INDOOR

Leeds Branch N.S.S. (Trades Hall, Room C, Upper P°ul«
tain Street, Leeds) : 80, Mr. H. L- Searle—" Ice Ages an
the Evolution of Man.”

OUTDOOR

Colne (North Valley Road) : 7.30, Sunday, May 3, MI- ™
Clayton.

Hetton (Colliery, Plotel Corner) : 8.0, Wednesday, May fI*
Mr. J. T. Brighton.

HuncoaT : 7.30, Monday, May 4, Mr. J. Clayton.
Lumb-in-Rossendale : 7.30, Eriday, May r, Mr. J. Claytoi'-
Padiham : 7.30, Wednesday, May 6. Mr. J. Clayton.

Skaham Harbour (Church «Street) : 8.0, Saturday, May
Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Gill Bridge Avenue) : 7-”
Mr. J. T. Brighton.
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j Grammar of Freethought.!
/ By CHAPMAN COHEN.
/ Cloth Bound 5s. Postage 1

i The Pioneer Press, 61 Fan-ingdon Street, E.C.4.

m GOD ANDTHEUNIVERSE )

1 AY;
| CHAPMAN COHEN |

| With a Reply by Professor A. 8 Eddington j
) SECOND EDITION }

|Paper 2s. Postage 2d. Cloth 3s. Postage 3d. ]l
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humanity and
W AR
By
CHAPMAN COHEN
! Forty pages, with cover. Threepence,
J postage id. extra. This is a Freethinker’s

1 view of the whole subject of war, fearlessly
and simply expressed. In order to assist

j in its circulation eight copies will be sent

j for Two Shillings postage paid. ‘lcrms

i] for larger quantities on applicatiOll-

J Send at once for a Supply

i Issued for the Secular Society, Limited, by
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., E-C.4
! LONDON

~ , LME)-iLD)_u(|_u( ~

| SOME CHRISTIAN TYPES

by
CRITICUS
(
j Price 4d. By post 5d.
\?~- --

j  *ni Pioneer Press, 61 Farriugdon Street, E C.4

ACADEMY CINEMA,
Oxford Street. Ger. 2981

The gayest film of the season!
Marta Eggkrth in “ LIEBESMELODIE ” (A)
Music by Franz Lehar

Unwanted children

% a civilized Community there should be no

UNWANTED Children.

Abridged List (16 pages) of Birth Control Requisites
and Books sent post free for a ij~d. stamp.

~ R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.
kstablishkd nearly half a cintury

the freethinker
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The Secular Society Ltd.,

: CHAPMAN COHEN

Chairman
Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office: 68 Farringdou Street, Loudon, E.C.4
Secretary: R .H. RosEITI.

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to
the acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes';

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the
Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle that humaii
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in this
world is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro;
mote freedom of enquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu-
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State,
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any
person, and to employ the same foil any of the purposes of
the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings.
The liability of members is limited to £1, in case the

Society should ever be wound up.,

All who join the Society participate in the control of its
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly
provided in the Articles of Association that no member, as
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, either
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year,
but are eligible for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in
their wills. The now historic decision of the House of Lords
in re Bowman and Others V. the Secular Society, Limited, in
1917, a verbatim report of. which may be obtained from its
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests. ,

A Form of bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of,
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—

| give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
the sum of £ free from Legacy Duty, and | direct
that a receipt signed by two members of the Board of
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall he a
good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary
should he formally notified of such bequests, as wills some-
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, with full
particulars, will be sent on application to the Secretary,
R. H. Rosetti, 68 Earringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

THE REVENUES OF RELIGION !

BY
ALAN HANDSACRE

I Cloth 2s. 6d. Postage 3d. Paper is. 6d. Postage 2d.

ARMS AND THE CLERGY !

1

BY

GEORGE BEDBOROUGH

( Price la. Bypostla, 2d.  Cloth, gilt, by peat 2a, 3d. i

The Pioneer Press,
61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C4
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Price 6d. Postage Id.
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J Chnistianity, Slavery and Labour \
\ BY (
j CHAPMAN COHEN
| Cloth 2s. Cd. Postage 3d. £
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| Heetheris Thoughts an Chistiarity |

UPAS AKA
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J The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. J
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| BRAIN and MIND

t - BY

1
J Dr.

«
Postage—One Penny |

ARTHUR LYNCH. i

ology along lines on which Dr. Lynch is
entitled to speak as an authority. It is a \
pamphlet which all should read.

I i
J This is an introduction to a scientific psych-

]
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Price - 6d. By post
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