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Views and Opinions

^he Creed of Haziness
JVkatever was the exact date at which Christianity 
beSan, and quite apart from the question of whether 
or not it represented a body of doctrines new to the 
'' °rld, there is no question whatever that when we 
.lrst meet with Christianity it appears as a definite 
)f%  of doctrines. I do not mean by this that all who 

c‘dled themselves Christians were agreed upon what 
* le essential doctrines were. On that subject
Ch:ristians as a whole have never been in agreement.
\vl ^   ̂mean's that to each different body of believers 

'at they accepted as Christianity was definite and 
1 They had no doubt as to what they meant
(1 „ _ Christian doctrines,”  and it was the very 
e niteness of their belief that created and accentu- 
ec* differences. So that while, on the one hand, 
a' re]s between Christians forced them to define more 

t]iarply tbe beliefs that divided them, the divisions 
1,lt existed led them to place the greater importance 

. 011 those who were banded together upon exhibit- 
1q'jC* act uniformity of belief.

^  ,lls definiteness of doctrine remained so long as 
•>i ristendom was divided into only Christian sects.

re was no common enemy whose strength was 
for11 ̂  d'úve them together for mutual defence or
n 1. purpose of making a common attack. But,

■ inly as a consequence of the growth of a new 
f "owledge of nature, Christendom began to exhibit 
.juries of mind that were decidedly anti-Christian 

blicir character and influence. The development 
u , various sciences, the influence of comparative 
0 mlogy, and the influence of the industrial devel- 
^ments of the world, developed frames of thought 

c ' drive Christians together for mutual protection, 
the attempt to find some common ground for 

j . unstians, and a marked tendency to state Christ- 
s in such indefinite terms that no one could be 
s re.Us to what it really was. The climax of ab- 

ltV was reached in recent times when Christianity 
’ s declared to be synonymous with decency of life

and character, so that it became quite common to hear 
avowed Atheists spoken of as “ real Christians ”  with­
out their knowing it.

* * *
A Tenuous'Faith

I have for so long been emphasizing the considera­
tion that the surest indication of the decay of Christ­
ianity is its amorphous character, that it is at least 
interesting, to me, to find this same point stressed in a 
leading article in the Christian World for March 28, 
by a Doctor of Divinity, Arthur C. Hill. Perhaps 
Dr. Hill has been reading the Freethinker, for this 
paper manages to exert an influence in a great many 
unexpected places. Consider the following : —

The trouble is that to-day Christianity of the 
liberal kind can scarcely be either attacked or 
defended with effect, and it cannot be defended be­
cause it cannot be attacked. You cannot fight with 
a balloon, a feather-bed, a jelly-fisli or whatever else 
may be thought of as soft, yielding plastic, having 
no sharp lines or corners.

How often has it been pointed out in these columns 
that the value of a word lies in its definiteness, in 
what it excludes as well as in what it includes; and 
that when men expand such words as Christianity or 
religion until it means nothing in particular, and 
almost everything in general, they are exhibiting 
either moral cowardice, or mental haziness, or prob­
ably a mixture of both. The man who says to two 
people in a serious dispute, “  Well, perhaps you are 
both right,”  is not showing a liberal mind, he is ex­
hibiting himself as either a coward or a fool. When 
Dr. Hill says, “  If a thing is said to be everything, it 
ceases to be anything. For effective work in the 
world there must be distinction, separation, the effort 
to define, to mark off a set of ideas as distinct from 
the vague generalizing« of a multitude of men,”  it 
sounds like an excerpt from pp. 32-3 of my Primitive 
Survivals in Modern Thought.

Or take this description of the habit our present- 
day theologians have of clinging to the skirts of some 
well-known scientists, who by ignoring a great deal 
of their science and attenuating a great deal of their 
religion decide that by making religion sufficiently 
unintelligible and science sufficiently unthinkable, re­
ligion may be found to have a solid basis in science.

Almost pathetic is the eagerness with which our 
-leaders have welcomed certain recent changes in 
physical theory. These changes, connected with 
famous names in science, have seemed to offer a 
breathing space to the tired defenders of tottering 
doctrines, and 1 suppose that every preacher must 
now interlard his discourse with references to Ein­
stein, Whitehead, Eddington and Jeans.

The situation is rather more than pathetic, it is con­
temptible. To find a religion that only the other day 
claimed to lay down laws for science, and which openly 
denounced the teachings of science on the sole ground
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tliat they were hostile to religion, now fawning on 
any scientist who will tell them that if they will stress 
the present ignorance of science on some things, in 
order to show its affinity to the permanent ignorance 
of religion on everything, a reconciliation between re­
ligion and science will be affected, is simply ridiculous. 
It is an indication that Christianity is reaching a 
stage at which it can neither live honestly nor die 
with dignity. Here and there have been religions 
that have met an honourable death by forcible sup­
pression. But it does not look as though Christianity 
will ever meet with so dignified an end. It looks 
like continuing an existence by all sorts of dishonour­
able tricks and twists of language and theory, until 
such time that even these are no longer of avail, and 
it passes as imperceptably as the last traces of sum­
mer’s mist disappears before the heat of the rising 
sun.

* *
Christianity and Conduct

Here is another echo of the teaching of the Free­
thinker, which may well be taken to indicate its influ­
ence with those who may loudly, sometimes too 
loudly, protest that they know it not : —

Neither can we reduce the faith to obedience to cer­
tain rules of good social conduct and say that who­
ever is kind to his neighbour, tolerant towards the 
opinions of others, and merciful to the weak, is bound 
to be a Christian. He is not. He may be a Bud­
dhist, an Atheist, or a Nordic philosopher. There is 
no point in this insistence that all good men are in­
evitably Christian. If they are, then Christianity as 
a religion ceases to have any specific reason for its 
existence and the world would presumably be just as 
W'ell off without it. . . . It is not a question of tax- 
paying, law-obeying, business integrity, marital 
fidelity, or what not. All these qualities may be 
found in multitudes of decent people who have no re­
lation with any sort of religion, with many of our 
own countrymen who have refused all sorts of con­
tact with any form of Christianity. . . . And in 
justice to them we must admit it without thereby 
suggesting any sort of moral disapproval of their 
conduct, which may be as good as, or better than, our 
own. They are not Christians because they do not 
believe in Christianity, either through conscious 
repudiation of the history as false, of the doctrines as 
untrue, of the moral teachings as inconvenient or 
irrational. And we must accept their verdict for 
themselves. Plainly, then, Christianity is not a 
mere method of living, ft is not kindness, or good­
will, or honesty, or fidelity, or anything of the kind.

* * *

Chistianity and Morals
Now I like this because it clears away all the hum­
bugging rubbish about all good men being Christians 
at heart, or true Christians, or real Christians, and 
the untruthful nonsense that timid non-Christians talk 
when they say they are not objecting to genuine 
Christianity, or to those who really try to carry out 
the teachings of Jesus. There is no greater reason for 
associating the name of Jesus with the qualities 
named by Dr. Hill than there is for associating them 
with the name of Martin Tupper. But the frame of 
mind indicted by Dr. Hill, the procrastinating timid 
character, the moral weakness and intellectual insin­
cerity indicated by the disinclination to face clear 
issues, has a very close connexion with historic Christ­
ianity. One cannot pursue the policy of the 
Christian Church generation after generation without 
developing some very undesirable types of character. 
Judging Dr. Hill from what he has written, I am in­
clined to say that he would probably admit this, 
although I do not think he realizes that, if lie admits 
it, he would be endorsing one of the greatest indict­
ments of the influence of Christianity it is possible to 
frame.

The truth is, of course, that Christianity was "at 
at all concerned with good conduct as such. J. Here 1»
no indication in the earlier Christian centuries that

anything else was aimed at than a brotherhood of be- 
lievers, each obeying the rules of his order. Nor is 
there any evidence that the non-Christian world ever 
saw in the Christians, examples of the social and 
ethical virtues, or that Christians themselves ever ex­
pected such recognition. One may challenge re­
ligious apologists to prove that any period of Christian 

ldstory, morality, as such, was the main concern of
Christian teachers, or a conspicuous quality 1" the

lives of their followers. Ethics as an independent 
science never had a part in Christian theology; it d" 
exist as such with the Greeks, but the Greeks had no 
sacred scriptures to cripple their intellects, and "0 
priesthood of sufficient standing to make freedom '• 
speculation a crime. Ami when Christians, with"1 
recent times, began to place some value upon moral­
ity as a social force, the impulse to do this came, n<" 
from the religious, but from the sceptical side of life- 

All Freethinkers will, therefore, agree with B1, 
Hill that a man is not a Christian because he exhibits 
in Ins own life an all-round excellence of character- 
But there are such persons as Christians, and it lS 
when he conies to this that, writing as a Christian, 
lie falls into the same vagueness of expression that 
he rightly condemns in his brother-believers. B"t 
an examination of this I must hold over until next 
week.

C hapman C ohen.

B ie rce  the B ohem ian

“ 1 A fellow of infinite jest,’ of most excellent fancy
Shakespeare-

"  Laughter, holding both its sides.” -—Milton.

A mbrose B ierce , soldier, author, satirist, is better 
known in the United States than in England’ 
although, for a time, he presented a picturesque fig",L 
in Fleet Street. In those far-off Victorian day*’ 
Bierce’s mordant pen attracted many readers to the 
London I'igaro and other periodicals. His rare tale”1 
was shabbily represented in more literary circles hi 
stray books which are the joy of discriminating col­
lectors, but in America lie achieved the glory of 3 
handsome collected edition in twelve volumes. It wa* 
well and happily done, for as a story-teller lie rival* 
Maupassant, Poe, and Kipling; For humour lie ha*’ 
with reason, been credited by competent critics wifi* 
being the finest satirist since Jonathan Swift, a raic 
compliment indeed.

Bierce’s career is in all respects truly remarkable- 
When over seventy years of age the unsubduable old 
veteran left the bright lights of San Francisco to fig'b1 
with the ragged regiments of General Villa in Mexico- 
A generation earlier lie had fought in the America" 
Civil War in the Federal Army, rising from a common 
soldier to the rank of major. At the close of the Civj' 
War lie wondered whether to devote his life to niih- 
tary or to literary pursuits. He decided to be a" 
author, and made a reputation on both sides of the 
Atlantic that has lasted to the present day.

Why Bierce’s books were not as popular as those b> 
Mark Twain, Artemus Ward, and Jerome K. Jerome, 
is a mystery. That lie is as funny as any of them '* 
plain. Tf his humour was not appreciated IT 
the British public to the extent of those others, it niav 
lie because lie chose to strew bis pages with caustic 
comments on religion. The proper study of mankind 
is man, and possibly the only burlesque that cause*

( the mouth of the general public to broaden to a sniile 
must also concern nature, and not the alleged super-
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natural. Bierce deserved a place beside tbe otliei 
humorists, mainly because his work was of a rarer 
quality than theirs. Two of his books, written under 
u'e pen-name of “  Dod Grile,”  bore titles, The 
I'¡end's Delight, and Cobwebs front an Empty Skull. 
lliey revealed a mordant satire that is absolutely 
Unique, and they were as full of profanity as an egg 
's full of meat. The title-page of The Fiend s Delight 
"'as provocative. It was ornamented with a line­
drawing showing a sooty devil toasting a very fat 

at a large fire, whilst the accompanying letter-

, half-heartedly and apologetically is only half a man. 
| For it is only by brave and gay hearts that the best 
] work of the world is done : —

“  Of all the hearts’ springs none are purer 
Than the springs of the fountains of mirth.
He that sounds them has pierced the heart’s hollows, 
The places where tears are and sleep;
For the foam-flakes that dance in life’s shallows 
Are wrung from life’s deep.”

M im n er m u s.

J “ >• a large nre, wmist mo aaumi)au<ui6 1
Hess reminded the reader that every day one should C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  M y t h O i O g y
<lr\ „ „ „ .  r -r«' Id° a worthy action. Another facet of Bierce’s 
brilliant genius was revealed in the book, In the 
Midst of Life, a series of very powerful short stories 
Frgely concerned with military episodes in the 
American Civil War, some of which for bare horror 
outdid Sheridan Fefanu and other masters of the 
macabre.

discussing Bierce’s works, Gertrude Atherton said 
|';at he had the most realistic imagination of any of 
hls contemporaries. This quality overflowed in his 
sardonic humour. Here are a few examples taken at 
1 andom from his writings :

I once knew a man who made me a map of the 
°Pposite hemisphere of the moon. He was cra/.\ - 
1 knew another who taught me what country lay 
"Pon the other side of the grave. He was a most 
"cute thinker— as he had need to be,

If a jackass were to describe the deity, he would 
represent him with long ears and a tail. Man s 
ideal is the higher and truer; he pictures him as 
soniewhat resembling a man.

hi calling a man a hog, it is the man who get: 
angry, but it is the hog who is insulted. Men arc 
always taking up the quarrels of others.

Camels and Christians receive their burdens 
kneeling.

ft is wicked to cheat on Sundays. 1 he law recog- 
"i/.es this truth, and shuts up the shops.

Most people have no more definite idea of libeit> 
than that it consists in being compelled by law to do 
as they like.

j 0 pick out passages haphazard is not doing anj -

N0.h 'he justice to a brilliant and forceful writer. 
, h(/;"ly does a jest’s prosperity lie in the ear of him 
°'Vii lliarS hut if l>as its life in an atmosphere of its 
pi ’ a,,d there are few plants so tender in the trans- 
h>r 1 Whilst publishers always pretend to seek 
atte ' .ent ’' one cannot help regretting the inadequate 
1ml !!tl<>11 that Ambrose Bierce received at the hands of 
C(HirIS *erS <>u this side of “  the herring pond.”  Of 
his Se’ discriminating readers ultimately found out 
Uoj " (>rhs, but that the larger reading public should 
had ' ^ad a Filler opportunity of testing what he 

v 1 ltten was unsatisfactory.

'hu/1̂  ^unction of a laugh-maker is far too often 
¡»rj '"1<i;’tiniated by serious people. The man who 

ls nt ii--- ..„1. „ and st-tn von!ail 1 . — you through a horse-collar, and sets you 
hack at him, does you a service, did you but« * 1 1. .

of ]!' d' The physiological and psychological value 
Alth(ll^hter lias not so far been correctly appraised. 
pat l<Hlflh eminent physicians bestow a certain mild 
su)>0>n.®*'e 0,1 cheerfulness, and give it a minor and 
Imp. 1 " late place in the pharmacopoeia, few will dis- 

"'at the humorikts are actually benefactors of 
h'el^' ‘ The great Rabelais, himself a doctor as 
lai . as an incomparable humorist, declared that 
h)se ,e r 's Fle peculiar property of man. We tend to 
hi tl^Hht of this great truth, and this generation is, 

ls Aspect, far less wise than our forefathers, who 
"nisi h°W *° Hugh heartily. The man that has no
"Hisie ' • t'J ------------Rmt , ln his mind is not only uncultured, but discon-

1 ■ Just as certainly the man who only laughs

A  R e ply  to M r . H . G . W ood

It is quite refreshing to find a Christian so very 
solicitous for the welfare of Freethought as is Mr. 
Wood. I can assure him those of us who are in the 
movement will do their best to see it does not ‘ ‘depart 
from the solid foundation of truth and scholarship.”
I can assure him also that if the theories associated 
with the names of Dupuis, Volney, Robert Taylor,
J. M. Robertson, W. B. Smith, and Arthur Drews, 
are all proved to be founded on “  ignorance and pre­
judice,”  Freethought can still stand supreme in 
science, history, and philosophy. Freethought does 
not depend on the non-historicity of Jesus. If such a 
person ever lived, he was just a man, born like other 
men, and as liable to error, ignorance and stupidity 
as are all men. It is not Freethought which cares 
very much one way or another on the matter. It is 
Christianity to which a real Jesus Christ, as pictured 
in the Gospels, is necessary. Prove that this God- 
man or Man-God is a myth just like Osiris, or Jupiter, 
or Krishna, and Christianity has received a stagger­
ing blow from which it is quite impossible to recover. 
Hence such anxiety as Mr. Wood always shows in the 
letters and reviews on the question he has written for 
over two decades. He knows that a mythical Jesus— a 
Jesus only a little better conceived as an imaginary 
character than Aladdin— would knock the bottom 
out of the huge imposture of Christianity. Fancy 
keeping up such immense organizations as the various 
Christian Churches, building thousands of churches, 
chapels and temples, and printing millions of books, 
lo say nothing of delivering an enormous number of 
sermons and exhortations, every year, all to and for a 
myth ! It is fantastic.

Now, the real question is not whether John M. 
Robertson was right or wrong in his “  central 
theses.’ ’ The real question is whether the Jesus of 
Nazareth depicted in the Gospels (and by the Gospels 
I mean Apocryphal ones as well as the “  canonical ’ ’ 
ones), really lived. Did he? Was there a Son of the 
Diving God, or God Himself, born of a virgin, per­
forming numerous miracles, tried and crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, who rose from the dead and flew up 
to heaven, actually in Palestine at the beginning of 
cur era? T can only say that if there is no “  God ” —  
and I do not believe there is— there could have lrcen 
no such figure; and, conversely, if there is a God, any­
thing could have happened. Even Aladdin and his 
wonderful lamp are conceivable to a devout Tlieist.

On the other hand, there is the Neo-Unitarian 
position, one to which quite a number of reverent 
Rationalists and Agnostics, and even some Atheists, 
adhere. You take away all the miracles, most of 
the “  marvellous ”  parables and ethical teachings, 
you dissolve hell and the devil (or devils) into mis­
taken ideas, you give up the Virgin Birth, Incarna­
tion, Resurrection and Ascension— you can also give 
up the Trial and Crucifixion— and the residue gives 
you the real Jesus, that Unique Personality which has 
stirred the world for centuries. For me the sub­
traction of everything that has made Jesus, the Jesus
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of Mr. Wood, for example, leaves just nothing at all. 
Robertson could not conceal his contempt for the 
people who took up this position, and he quite rightly- 
refused to discuss it seriously. What he did was to 
show not only the mythical elements which make up 
the Gospel story— elements universal’ at the time, as 
they could be applied to so many gods and sons of 
gods—  but to show how these stories came into 
being and why they persisted. Mr. Wood says, “ he 
had some ground for complaint that the central theses 
on which he challenged criticism were evaded and 
ignored.”  It seems a pity that he did not take up 
tlie challenge himself while Robertson was alive. He 
had plenty of time to do it. Rut Mr. Wood goes 
further. Scholars “  shirked public discussion of his 
theses,’ ’ because discussion with Robertson “  was 
apt to be involved in a fog of petty detail.”  But 
one has only to look at the books Christian disputants 
did publish against Robertson to see how they moved 
heaven and earth to catch him making a wrong state­
ment on “  some petty detail.”  It formed one of the 
grounds of his complaint. How many of them at­
tempted to deal with his case on broad and general 
lines? I am always reminded, in this connexion, of 
Dr. Light foot setting out to prove that Supernatural 
Religion was not worth the paper it was printed on, 
and instead of taking up the two great questions 
dealt with so thoroughly by its author, miracles and 
the Resurrection, spent almost the whole of his time 
in showing that Cassels \yas no scholar or that he got 
mixed up with his Greek tenses. And this from a 
“ great”  scholar! Mr. Wood says- “ the mytho­
logical solution of the problems of Jesus and the New 
Testament” show no prospect of being accepted “  in 
scientific circles.”  Robertson used to call this way 
of settling the subject “  bluster.”  What does Mr. 
Wood mean by “  scientific circles ” ? General Eva 
Booth and Gypsy Smith ? Mr. Arnold Lunn and the 
Pope? I think Mr. Wood could well have afforded 
the space devoted to pious hopes for keeping Free- 
thought clean from the contaminating influence of 
“  ignorance and prejudice,”  to have given us the 
names of, say, twelve of the people concerned in the 
“  scientific circles,”  with the titles of the books they 
have devoted to a reasoned discussion— as apart from 
bluster— of -the myth-problem. We could then have 
seen upon what grounds they base tlieir decision to 
reject the mythological solution.

As for the “  Pre-Christian cult of Jesus,”  Robert­
son gave, in his books, detailed reasons for his belief. 
The evidence, supplemented by Drews and W. B. 
Smith, has convinced me that he was absolutely right. 
Tt has not convinced Mr. Wood. Well, what about 
it? Every reader has a right to his opinion; but be­
cause Mr. Wood is quite sure Robertson is wrong, 
that does not prove him so. In Jesus and Judas is 
the passage :—

If the reader, cowed by the truculent negations of 
some of the anti-mythologists, should reply that 
there is no documentary groyne! for the hypothesis 
of a pre-Christian Jesus-cult, let him be assured that 
lie has been deceived. There are grounds in Jewish 
lore as well as in the book of Zechnriah for the con­
viction that an ancient Jesus-cult underlies the legend 
of the admittedly unlilstorfcal Joshua of the Old 
Testament. And these grounds are never examined 
by the defenders of the historicity of the gospel 
Jesus. Neither Jewish nor Christian commentators 
latterly face the fact that in' Jewish “  Talmudic ” 
tradition there was a “  Jesus, the Prince of the 
Presence,”  and a rite of "  The Week of the Son,” 
called by some “  The Week of Jesus, the Son.”

And this brings me to the Talmud, “  the latest sur­
vey of the evidence,”  with which it appears I am quite 
unacquainted. Mr, Wood must really not flatter him-

seli too far. I do not consider Dr. Kluusuer any 
authority at all— except for being able to translate the 
bastard Aramaic-Hebrew of the Talmud into modern 
Hebrew. His “  evidence ”  ou what it says about 
Jeschu, or Yeslui’a or Jesus Ben Bandirà, or Be" 
1 anthira, or Ben Stada, or Salda, or whatever he v> 
called, is utterly valueless. 1 invite Mr. Wood to 
tell me what dales are given to “  Jeshua ” something 
or other—  ipo b.c . or 100 a.d .—  and to quote Klaus- 
nci s quotations from the Talmud in support; and 
then to reconcile these dates with that attributed to 

Jesus ”  of Nazareth. There is nothing in litera- 
ture quite so hopelessly confused about “  Jesus ”  than 
the 1 almud; and no wonder, seeing that it was com­
piled about five or six hundred years after the SUI1'
posed events. i ]}y

As to Justin, I am sorry I attributed words ll£ec , 
Justin to Trvpho; but the argument is not one bit

dis­
ile

altered through this “  petty detail.”  Justin 
tiuctly declares that his “ C hrist” — the Chns  ̂
was arguing with Trypho about— was called ‘ He 
and Redeemer, the power of whose name even 
demons do fear; and at this day, when they are exo 
cised in the name of Jesus Christ, crucified u"c 
Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, they are °v®1 
come.”  That is, it is the Jesus Christ crucified nucj  ̂
Pontius Pilate, and not some vague Christ, who m _ 
Messiah. Trypho says, “  But Christ— if he has 
deed been horn and exists anywhere— is unknown- 
He does not say or imply here that Jesus was horn D 
Christ was not. He throws overboard the W"" 
story. Now, I do not say I know Trypho spoke h 
that or thought like that in his time. But the mc 
that Justin reports it coming from a Jew is renmr  ̂
able; and whatever else he makes Trypho say late1 
the dialogues does not really matter. There wo" 
have been no particular point in presenting a Jew w 
denied Jesus was the Messiah in or about 160 A- ’ 
Most Jews did so then, and almost all do so now- 1 L
point which is so striking is that Trypho says 
“  Christ,”  if he were born even, is unknown.

that
No

wonder Mr. Wood and his fellow believers get 1"°.1, 
than angry when they think of the cussedness of 
Jews in so consistently rejecting Jesus the Mess1" 
The Jews are indeed the living witnesses of the f"lS1 - 
of the whole Christian fable.

Mr. Wood takes me to task about my remarks 0 ̂  
tlie so-called “  Q ”  document; and says it ill-becoi"c' 
me “  to scoff ”  at it, seeing that Mr. Robertson lL 
lieved in some kind of “  Q .”  My own reading  ̂
that he believed in many “  Q ’ ’ documents. One 
them was the Mystery Play, from which were take ,
the dramatic scenes of the Trial and Crucifixion; a"1, 
there were various J.ogia. Mr. Wood had a spleni  ̂
chance of showing that these “  Q ”  writings were 
the “  strictly scientific” one or ones, so devoutedly t>e’ 
lieved in by our Christian apologists and semi-Rati°" 
alists like Dr. Conybeare. Though it may hurt \ 
Wood to say it, I cap assure him I am not altogethe 
“  ignorant of the history and present position of tl" 
literary criticism of the gospels.”  Quite probably 1 
have read all that Mr. Wood himself has read on B’e 
subject. But I am not too ready to accept everything 
that is so beautifully produced for me by Christ1’"11 
apologists. T am not inclined to. accept them at the" 
own valuation as “  authorities.”  The “  Q ”  doc"' 
ment is sometimes even “  Q ” documents, and ho" 
many of them have been “  scientifically discovered 
I leave to Mr. Wood to decide.

In any case, the priority of Mark, even were ,l 
established, would not prove the historical exist£Ucj 
of Jesus, or Christ, or the two conjoined. But it 15 
not established. Robertson’s fine appendix to- Jest1-' 
and Judas proves that up to the hilt, and it has "w* 
so far as I know, ever been seriously rebutted.. I
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'ite the reader to study it, and, indeed, the whole 
hook. A  more lucid and learned demolition of the 
twin myths it deals with I have not come across. (In­
cidentally, my memory played me false; for Robertson 
does deal therein with Trypho* and Justin.)

Finally, I trust Mr. Wood will take heart. He can 
'cst assured I shall do my best to show that the only 
rational explanation of Christianity is the Christ- 
"lyth.” But, if he has the Truth, nothing that I sa> 
can prevail. H . C u tn e r .

The B ilge  of B e v e rle y

hven if yOU are that silliest and most pitiable speci- 
\V111' an heist, you will benefit by reading the Gospels.

hatever you may wish to write . . .  a business report, 
•i love letter, or a description of a Test Match.” (Bever- 
ey Nichols, Sunday Chronicle, March 24.)

*Ll I must begin with a confession. Until a few 
"uutes ago I thought Beverley Nichols was a young 

vj""lan> °f a particularly weak type. This impres- 
jj 11 " as n°t removed after seeing a special picture of 

vet ley jn a bowler. It was formed by an occa- 
v'c'llal glance at some of the weekly, or rather, weakly, 
in * a" Ĉ " l̂a^ l̂e ntanages for the Sunday Chronicle, 

Mvhatever* time he has left after spending a hectic 
di|LV •' uuning into duchesses at street corners, and 

opping across film stars over a cup of tea.
Cl, ■ am UQt sPecially biassed against the Sunday 

’'oiitc/c : it is as reliable as any other paper for 
ll.U" it and football scores. And the masterly ex- 
y-'ct " ’Inch prefaces my remarks is culled from Mr. 
is 1 s late*t meanderings, the main gist of which 
r ’ tl'at he is confined to bed with flu, and has been 
; acllng the Bible, as a result of which combination he 
1S {^ling like E.
a| WlF be courteous to presume from his remarks 
]S °ut “  that pitiable specimen, an Atheiist,’ ’ that 

1ms had much personal experience of Atlie- 
s> lms thoroughly acquainted himself with their 

tlic"'0" at Band, has fortified himself with all 
j. nrffnmeufe against it, and as a result of extensive 
tl,^'elms has satisfied himself that God exists, and 
, ‘,. tae Bible is his work, quite independently of any 

'mis artificially inculcated when he was a child. 
, of this is a very creditable performance, which 
4 sV lave tal'en UP_ not a little of his time, thereby 
0, i ‘lslOning great disappointment to a swarm of ex- 
1,, actresses and titled unknowns, who seek to way- 
ay hint at

Ha
every turn.

“>vtng cast out “  pitiable specimens ”  like II. G. 
^ L'lls> Prof. Levy, Haldane, Huxley, Russell, G. E. 
, °(>le> etc., Mr. Nichols now moves in a circle of his 
hm'’ *ar a'JOve these contemptibles. At the same 

y> however, he is magnanimous enough to hold

ler,y way advises them to read the Bible.fathe
sovereign pity for these sorry folk, and in

If ‘ ^eii, literary midgets like Wells, Shaw, Powys, 
in, e

P -Echo
.. >sPels have done for Beverley may be seen in the re-

Ma
Mr. N‘"nin, etc., want to attain the heavenly heights of 

'eliols, they must read the Gospels. What the

’’’arkable English of the second sentence quoted at 
head of these remarks. Such is, of course, flic 

b'erogative of the Sunday press. It is far too good to 
fallowed in an ordinary Council School.

1 herefore. reader, before you write your next
1 "siness report) or describe your next Test Match, 

compose vour next love letter, don’t fail to look up 
y°Ur Gospel". And if by continued perseverence you 
C;iu finally write a sentence that isn’t, you will have 

c°d your foot on the bottom rung of the ladder 
’at leads to the bilge of Beverley.

Secularists and War

O ur readers are familiar with the views of the present 
editor of the Freethinker, as expressed in these columns, 
and in the book, lliir. Civilization and the Churches, as 
well as in an earlier pamphlet called War and Civiliza­
tion. Mr. G. W. Foote, founder of the Freethinker, 
wrote The Shadow of the Sword, an admirably concise 
and convincing pamphlet for the Humanitarian League, 
denouncing War. But indeed it has always been one of 
the aims of the National Secular Society to promote 
peace. We do not think that aim will ever cease.

The following are extracts from jottings by Charles 
Bradlaugh, which appeared in the National Reformer 
on the dates appended :—

I am glad to see that the Bolton Branch of the N.S.S. 
lias published a protest against the invasion of the 
Soudan, and the wholesale slaughter of unfortunate men 
whose only offence against us is that they are in arms ill 
defence of their own country. I hope that other 
branches will also protest. I have protested from the 
first against our Egyptian policy. I saw its grave 
perils. In 1875 England commenced to meddle in Egypt 
by paying ¿4,000,000 to the insolvent Khedive. When in 
1876 I was bitterly assailed by the Tories and received 110 
support from the Liberals, it was only by the Free­
thinkers and Radicals that 1 was supported. I protested 
when England helped Ismael to borrow more money. I 
protested against the Dual Control and the financial mis­
sions of Mr. Cave, Mr. Rivers and Mr. Gosehen. I pro­
tested against the interference in dethroning Ismael and 
replacing him by Tewfik. I protested against our most in­
sane opposition to Arabi, and the unjustifiable despatch of 
our fleet and troops to Alexandria. I protested against the 
murderous bombardment and subsequent invasion. I 
protested against the employment of Professor Palmer to 
bribe Arabs to betray their own country and against 
English officers being hired out as Hicks and Baker were 
in the Soudan, and I still protest against the horrible 
murders without any declaration of war, without any 
excuse except the rescue of troops who had gone into the 
Soudan independent of our authority. T protest against 
the loss of English blood and treasure in a fight against 
we know not whom for no real or justifiable reason unless 
it be that in the interest of the Egyptian bondholders we 
desire to keep Tewfik on the throne of Egypt, or intend 
ourselves to accept the responsibilities of Egyptian 
Government.

(National Reformer, March 30, 1SS4.)

The Archbishop of Canterbury has concocted the follow­
ing touching prayer : “ Eor Our Soldiers and Sailors in 
Egypt and South Africa,” and has desired his Clergy to 
use it. “  O Almighty God, King of all Kings and 
Governor of all things, that sittest on Thy Throne, judg­
ing right; We commend to Thy Fatherly Goodness the 
men who through the perils of war ate serving this 
nation, beseeching Thee to take into Thy Hands both 
them and the Cause wherein their Country sends them. 
Be Thou their Tower of Strength, that armed with Thy 
Defence they may be protected through all dangers to 
glorify Thee who art the only Giver of Victory.”

If the "  Almighty Lord ” “  God ” judges rightly very 
few of the men who are “  serving the nation,”  will see 
its shores again. The “ Cause wherein this country sends 
them,” is one of brutal and cowardly aggression, and 
unprovoked invasion of uttermost unrighteousness. It 
is nothing to us if the Archbishop of Canterbury blas­
phemes his God bv asking for His sympathy with 
national crime, but it must be rather trying for the 
moral folk in the churches.

(National Reformer, November 30, 1884.)

In South Africa, our curses 011 the Zulus have cofife 
'home to roost. The Boers whom Sir Bartle Frere 
■ praised as a people with Pentateuchal instincts for a land 
of promise are now denounced bv Sir Bartle’s friends 
and disciples as a bloodthirsty and treacherous freeboot- 
ing race. They, at ativ rate, can reply that they are no 
worse than their English critics, arid have as much right 
ns we to steal the black mail’s land. Both Dutch and 
English, in turn, impartially attack the African, civiliz­
ing him rapidly by means of explosive bullet, dynamite 
and other sources of Christian civilization.

(National Reformer, December 28, 1884.)

G. H. T aylor. George Bedborough.
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The Book Shop

V iv id  impressions of the external world appear to tlie 
young, and if chance makes such impressions memorable 
by the beauty of the objects seen, they endure for a life-­
time. There was a country lane down which we walked 
to school; on one sjde a crj’stal brook washed the foot of 
a flowery bank facing the south. The bank was a natural­
ist’s paradise, and its priceless beauty is now remem­
bered after the flight of many seasons. There have been, 
and will be, many more tardy schoolboys walking down 
that lane, and they too will see and perhaps remember 
pleasant pictures at the dawn of consciousness. In the 
Freethought movement there are youthful additions made 
to its strength; more substantial mental fare than they 
have been accustomed to will be placed before them, 
and now, having arrived at the door of my purpose, a 
knock is given and we enter. What to old writers is old 
and well-known is not known to youth, and this must be 
remembered when we turn to those authors not affected 
by a g e ; they were, through the breadth of Freethought, a 
revelation to us : they can be no less to young men and 
young women who have forsaken the sterile paths of 
supernaturalism. This, my apology,, for frequent con­
tact with the old writers ; new light comes in the re-visit, 
and with Schiller we may say, “ We lay many a book 
aside which we do not understand, but perhaps in a few 
years we shall understand it better.”  Still, with truth, 
he could have omitted the negative from this statement, 
which will be found at the conclusion of his Essays 
/Esthetical and Philosophical. If Einstein caught light 
bending, we shall for youth occasionally capture the 
illustrious ancients for mutual aid.

I11 the last but one series of the “  Book Shop,” men­
tion was made of Whitman. Casually a copy of A Shrop­
shire Lad came our way. It is good clinking verse, free 
from metaphysical fal-de-rals, a trifle despondent, but 
x x x ii. shall be put together with a brief extract from 
Song of Myself just to show similarity. Here is A. E. 
Ilousman touching the ephemeral : —

From far, from eve and morning 
And yon twelve-winded sky,

The stuff of life to knit me 
Blew hither : here am I.

Now—for a breath T tarry 
Nor yet disperse apart—

Take my hand quick and tell me,
What have you in your heart.

Speak now, and I will answer;
How shall I help you, say;

Ere to the wind’s twelve quarters 
I take my endless way.

And now Whitman dealing with the same subject in 
three lines :—
Listener up there! What have you to confide to me ?
Look in my face while I snuff the sidle of evening,
(Talk honestly, no one else hears you, and I stay only a 

minute longer.)
These two men, by their written thoughts, live “ in the 

noble weather of their own minds,”  as Thornton Wilder 
phrases it; and what is noble weather if it lie not free 
thought and free speech? And just to touch modernity 
we ([note good company for this paragraph. “  Pretence 
is a pain in the neck to anybody.”  You may or may not 
be surprised to learn that this is Mae W est’s contribu­
tion to thought, surfeited with the artificial world. This 
world can put that in its pipe and smoke it.

itself is salutary and bracing. Read slowly, it revea^ a 
precision in the use of words, clarity of thought, a 
masterly handling of facts. The book is a first-ca-̂  
companion to Materialism Restated, and alike >'i 
brevity. It can be studied with profit by the Chris m ’ 
the Nothingarian, and the Freethinker ; there 1S  ̂
quarter given to loose thinking, and the particular us 
“  forthright ”  on page 46 would have rejoiced the heal - 
of William Morris and Ingersoll. The student, frequeu 
confronted with a quagmire of words labelled mystic181'1’ 
new thought and neo-philosophy, etc., will now be 1 
armed if he has absorbed the ideas of this book. He P ^  
in a great degree are the following snippets from PaS

113 , of
Let anyone who wishes to study the philosophy

science, and not merely fill his head with the not ' 
valuable knowledge about the age of the earth, 01 .j
distance of the stars—information that one may " _
leave on one’s bookshelves to consult when necessary 
get the fact into his head that all we know or can 1 1 j 
of ever knowing is based on experience, and he . 
save himself from many pitfalls. And along with 
let him get hold of two other things. . . . The firh 
that all thinking, all cognition, and re-cognition, mus  ̂
expressed in terms of likeness and difference. . • • . 
second thing to bear in mind follows from the star 
point that our world is a world of experience.  ̂o° ^ 
experience must lie at the foundation of all we think 1 
believe.

In our own volume of Locke is an underlining
For 110 definitions that I know, no suppositious of a’ *. 

sect, are of force enough to destroy constant expert  ̂
and perhaps it is the affectation of knowing bey 
what we perceive that makes so much useless dtsp 
and noise in the world.

The chief word in that sentence of unique criticism 
“  affectation ” ; it brings down to the ground all the 1 
from their perches in literary and economic and SUP 
stitious hen-roosts. Mr. Cohen deserves our thanks j  
this volum e; it is well for us to be frequently remt"| 
that many words are either blobs of meaningless pr*" j  
noises from the throat. “ If,”  lie writes, “ people '* 
only cultivated this habit of splitting hairs a great n'a - 
split heads would have been saved, and a great ma -t, 
of our social troubles would never have exists1 • 
Gustave Flaubert, replying to Sainte-Beuve’s criticism 
Salammbo, wrote : “  If call stones blue, it is beca'v 
blue is the precise word, believe me.”  May our ed> 1 
long retain the energy to prod us (with a smile) out 
our somnolence, and, in the words of Alexander and h- 
help us to “  disentangle ”  ourselves.

C-dE-F

A cid  D rops

Father Vincent McNabb, in the course of an address. 1,1 
“  Marriage ”  -and being a celibate priest, he is boU»1 
to know all about it— said that “  The best present y°' 
can give a child is not a mechanical toy, but a brothc 
or sister.”  What a pity these priests and nuns do 
themselves take to heart this advice. They seem rath1 
too anxious for other people to take the advice and tm 
responsibility. Crowds of people would perhaps like ‘ 
increase their families, but they are not always aide 1 
bring up a large number of children decently. Mol 
over, these priests never will face the question : Can ;l1' 
unemployed working man or one who has nothing 1,11 
the dole, bring up a large fam ily? If not, Fath1 
McNabb’s advice— except to the wealthy— is nonsense-

C-de-1!. has Teamed, and it is passed on for your delight, 
that aeroplanes carry, from Holland to England, loads of 
that deliciously scented flower, white lilac. Even in 
madness, as in some philosophies, eommonsense keeps 
breaking through.

Primitive Survivals in Modern Thought, by Chapman 
Cohen, has been reviewed in the Freethinker, but that 
fact shall not deny my tribute to its excellence. In read­
ing this book one must keep mentally alert, and that in

In a work written by several people called Faith H'1' 
Illuminates, Mr. T. S. Eliot, who is a thorough believe1’ 
discourses on “  Religion and Literature.”  He notice 
what has been observed by others before, and that 
how secular or indeed atheistic, many of our great write*)) 
are becoming. “  Fielding, Dickens and Thackeray1 
says a reviewer, “  took the Faith, in its eontcmporaO 
version for granted, and omitted it from their picture* 
George Eliot, Meredith and Hardy doubted, worri -11 
about, or contested, the Faith. Contemporary novelist 
as a class, have never heard of the Christian Faith, 0
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treat it as an anachronism. . ■ • A  future age, 1 )x„
Galsworthy or Arnold Bennett, might suppo-e ,
tief in the Gospel had ceased to exist in ie , missj011. 
century.”  We arc pleased to note the . ■ ■
Whether Mr. Eliot has any remedy we don t  ^
it would certainly he interesting if he couldconn • - ^
modern novelists that Christianity— whether ‘
General Booth or the Pope does not mattei - ;
Gould there be a more hopeless task ?

't  is wonderful how confidently Catholics ian cxphui 
God. One pious editor, having to reply to a pii/./.led 
reader, does so in this fashion :

God is omniscient, and therefore knows all things. But 
1 j '* equally true that God does not exist in time, and 

mre is no succession in his knowledge. There is no 
. esterday or tomorrow for God. I11 that sense it is true 
to say tliat God did not know “ beforehand ” of the Fall 
0 Man. But God knows always in His Eternal Exist­
ence of all that happens in this world.

‘Imposes of the text in the Epistle of John, that 
do '°^ knoweth all things ” — unless knoweth all things 

es n°t mean knoweth all things. But in any ease, 
lii's°i'e " ' 10 " -an*-s F,od carefully described, tabulated, 

howledge and capacity judged, should apply to a 
mi,in Catholic priest. Any query about God will be

1 uswered unhesitatingly.

J\Ir -j
11 j,. 1 de Valera said in a broadcast, the other d ay: 
Enl'1?6 com*nR °f St- Patrick, 1,500 years ago, Ire- 
teiii t 'aS êel1 a Catholic nation. All the ruthless at- 
fro - S ” latle ‘town through the centuries to force her 

G’ is allegiance have not shaken her faith. She re- 
tri|e's a Catholic nation.”  This is almost, if not quite, 
"'as '̂e leturn of Cardinal MacRory from Australia 

"larked by huge crowds waiting for hours to see the 
r'ick.- ' °" A photograph of the square of Collins Bar- 
in.r S’ Dublin, shows thousands of Irish soldiers grovell- 
G-di °U. G’eir knees, with officers also grovelling before a 
1« ( l°lic priest. The people, as the Cardinal passed, fell 
v ,;;: Gieir knees,”  and prayed for his blessing. Mr. de 
to n '1 aiu  ̂ ^'s ministers drove in state through Dublin 
^  E e Pro-Cathedral, where Archbishop Byrne presided 
. , ‘ ass 1 and many other Masses were celebrated else- 
"flic ' lreat'd is Catholic all right, but are there many 
sm cai,"fries in the world which can beat her for crass 

m'rstition and religious fear? And grovelling?

hup a", exccileut article 011 ‘ ‘ London University and 
()|i T 1,'Sfmdents,”  in the University Supplement to Time 
Go]] '^e March 16, we read : “  Christian societies in 
l>iit 111 aP" friendly approaches to the Indian student,

a r'ile the Indian is not much flattered by this.”  
file V S entertaining. God devised the Garden and
}$.(l ‘ " ake and Original Sin and an ingenious Scheme of 
Eiili °n 0̂1 Hie Human Race (to which the Indians be- 
t0 and all the Indians do is to sniff. How odd of God 

the Indians! Is it to be wondered at that “  the
w \ ,tle8 °f the Indian student ill T.ondon are closely 
"•'telied ” ?

Rev. John Bevan boldly attacks the Christian doc- 
f0). | °f “ The F all.”  He objects to man being blamed 
‘‘.Si IU' nR the environment in which he finds himself. 
1; 'liVi'.C ^le Fall has always had the notion of human cul- 
ti, |, 1 • ’ "herent in it, there is nothing, in niv judgment 
-Mr l' . f'a' ‘f >" favour of it as an article of religious faith.” 
tile eva,1’s liberty to sav these things was bought by 
U, ''Sony and deaths of many heretics. We wonder how 
ili>n- ' “ eneratiotis will pass before ai.i, the Christian 
ItjJ l,ls receive similar treatment from ai.i. human beings, 
ŝ i , ‘evan is just one individual brave Christian. No 
(1(),r c 'St’ct or denomination which has ever inscribed the 
„ “ '"a °f the Fall 011 its banner lias yet erased it. Dog- 

' s are endowed !

\v],a lcr A. Knapp, O.P., is an excellent entertain 
Ill'll" ' l0 's exposing spiritualistic humbug, lie  declar 
ticiu ic ,sP'r't  photographs are frauds. lie  gave an imit 

Seance ” to the members of the Streatham Cathol

League, claiming that 11 there was nothing alleged to be 
produced by spirit aid which could not be reproduced by 
a clever conjurer.”  But his conclusion was a very tame 
and impotent affair, namely : —

We know perfectly well there is Heaven, but it is ab­
surd to think there is a world like that the Spiritualists 
talk about.

The Spirit world is all that Father Knapp calls it, but 
the Catholic Heaven is no better than the heaven of the 
Spiritualists, and the Catholic Hell is worse than “  ab­
surd.”

The Bishop of Southwark, Dr. R. G. Parsons, is in 
favour of voluntary sterilization. Now this from a 
bishop is an admission that the Almighty has bungled 
his job very badly, and even Atheists would not impute 
such imperfection in workmanship to God. It is indeed 
grave impertinence on the part of the worker in the 
Lord’s vineyard, and a criticism of this kind should have 
a resounding effect in the counting house of heaven where 
celestial debts and credits are part of the daily doings of 
mortals.

There seems to be 110 limit to the marvellous cures per­
formed by Catholic saints after the)’ are dead. Mr. 
Rielieri of San Francisco, had been suffering from cancer 
for twenty years. Examined by doctors, he was given 
up as hopeless, and an operation would have been too 
dangerous. A priest was called to give the Fast Sacra­
ments. Mr. Richeri called upon St. John Boseo and im­
mediately after got up, completely cured. The doctors 
discovered there was no trace of cancer left. This kind 
of cure is going to endanger seriously that other mar­
vellous specific— Christian Science— which, as is well 
known, cures by the simple reading of Science and 
Health. What are doctors and hospitals going to do 
about it ? What with Catholic saints, 011 the one hand, 
and Mrs. Eddy on the other, it looks as if doctors will 
soon be on the dole. And as for drug manufacturers 
their plight may even be more pitiable. The saints be 
praised!

The Rev. J. I). Jones, a Nonconformist parson, in his 
Morning and Evening admits that “  there can be no such 
thing as a final orthodoxy,” but confesses that he :s 
“  more than a little disturbed sometimes by the lengths 
to which some of our advanced men go.”  Some, indeed, 
are so advanced that they have given up all the miracles 
of Jesus, his virgin birth, his trial and crucifixion, his 
resurrection, and even the gospels as historical docu­
ments. On what is left they proudly declare themselves 
to be true Christians !

Dr. Ernest Mackay, who has just written a book on the 
Indus civilization, gives a fine description of how men 
built self-contained flats, underground drains, streets of 
four lines of traffic, and many other marvels, before the 
year 3,000 11.c. The puzzled leader-writer of the Daily 
Express asks, “  What have the human race been dawd­
ling over for the last 5,000 years?”  We can tell him 
what killed Roman and Greek, civilization from, say, 300 
A.r>. to 1500 A.D., admitted even by pious historians to he 
the “  Dark A ges.”  It was true Christianity— with its 
hordes of filthy monks and saints, its salvation by 
blood and faith, its terrorism through hell and the devil, 
and its utter repudiation of science and education. And 
there are many Fundamentalists who would welcome a 
return to this orthodox barbarism.

A phrase in the Methodist Recorder, quoting what the 
Rev. Fusor Walters said when speaking at K ing’s Cross 
Mission, indicates fairly well the Secularist ease against 
religion. It says, “  I11 the main part of his speech, Mr. 
Walters had little to say about public affairs, but much 
of the Heavenly Father who had the care of people 
living hard lives.”  He spoke in a very slummy neigh­
bourhood, and his only recorded reference to any sort of 
approach to humanity was a silly suggestion ‘ ‘ To the 
men in the gallery,”  that “ if Jesus came He'would sit 
with them.”  What a Jesus, what a “ mission,” and what 
a help to humanity.



2IÓ A pk.il 7) : 935THE FREETHINKER

Canon Guy Rogers of Birmingham referred to the 
terrible toll of human lives represented by the fatalities 
on the road. He rejoiced that some slight reduction has 
taken place, but “ he considered the Church had been 
singularly lacking in its influence in this sphere.”  
While we should omit the word “ singular,”  we think 
the condemnation deserved.

.'tie Christians getting modest at long last ? The Rev. 
I.eslie Weatherhead, speaking at Nottingham, actually 
admitted that England is a “  Pagan ” country. We seem 
to remember many claims made by the churches that this 
is a Christian country. If Mr. Weatherliead’s view is 
going to be adopted by pious politicians, we may at 
least expect that Sabbatarianism and all kinds of com­
pulsory Christianity forced upon a far too patient 
majority will be recognized now for the Dictatorship it 
is. If we are a pagan country, let paganism have the 
same liberty it gives the church-goers. There can be 
neither sense nor justice in shutting pagans out of pagan 
entertainments merely to allow Christians the rights 
pagans are not denying them, of attending as many 
churches as they desire.

The Bishop of London's queer views about what his 
God thought about the War continue to intrigue him. 
God so loved the World-war— but let us quote the latest 
refinement of our most highly-paid bishop, in the Sun­
day Graphic :—

A Cockney was once very perturbed over the fact that 
the other side might be praying for victory, too. ITe took 
his problem to the parish priest.

“  Vicar,”  lie said, “  we’re praying to win, and the 
other blokes are probably praying to beat us. What 
about that? Is God going to be on our side or on
theirs ?”

This was the great puzzle. during the war, but the 
answer is that God would decide according to justice.

God and the “  Cockney ”  bishop arc the only “ blokes ”  
we ever heard of who regard the present state of Europe 
(the direct result of the war) as bearing any relation to 
“  justice.”  God’s “  Decision ”  was, we presume, em­
bodied in the Treaty of Versailles and its companion 
follies.

A correspondent of Prof. Findlay writes asking his ex­
planation of one of the silliest stories in the history of 
that super-serious old fogy, Paul the Founder of Christ­
ianity. Acts xvi tells the yarn. A fortune-teller, or as 
we should say to-day, a “  Medium ”  met Paul and his 
companions, and at once “  spotted ”  them as genuine 
prophets of God. Paul was flabbergasted. He called on 
“ the spirit ’ ’ to “  Come out of her.”  He did? But why 
Paul should upset the apple-cart in order to discredit a 
lady who was “  all for him,” is a mystery. Dr. Findlay 
puts Paul in his proper place, saying “  Paul believed that 
her faculty of thought-reading was the work of an evil 
spirit,”  but the Professor knows better. “  Modern 
psychologists would explain the facts in another w ay.”  
Yes, Professor, and not only m od ern  scientists. Hippo­
crates (li.c. 400) knew what Epilepsy was. He knew its 
nature, while Jesus (who, as God, had made the disease 
Himself) and Paul his apostle, believed in demoniacal 
possession : both these “  authorities ”  actually holding a 
conversation with the demons we know now to have no 
existence.

The Rev. Albert Belden, in the liritish Weekly, finds 
the “  incident of the destruction of the Gadarine swine,” 
a " s t r a n g e ” one! Jesus, he says is quite unjustly 
accused of impropriety in making his “  spirits ”  go into 
the swine and cause their undeserved death. Mr. Belden 
mildly exonerates his Saviour by claiming, “  Tt is 
scarcely fair to hold Jesus responsible for the inefficient 
herding of the swine.”  This fatuous nonsense is almost 
beyond belief, but Mr. Belden outdoes his own foolish­
ness b y  hinting, as an alternative judgment on his Lord 
that "  it may well be that Jesus thought it worth while

hi read the people of those parts a lesson.”  Mr. Belden’s 
lessons ”  are alwaj's a monument of puerile ineptitude-

A sprat to catch a mackerel ”  is simplicity itself coni' 
pared with what is going on in St. Alban’s Churclb 
Streatham. It appears the Vicar wants more money, 1l0t 
in itself extraordinary. The local “  news ”  heads it* 
story “  Church Finance Causes Concern,”  "  Collection* 
drop. ’ As it happens— fortunately, one would be 
dined to say— there is a vacant curacy, so less money 1* 
needed just as the cash takings drop. Instead of lotting 
well alone, a new Curate is being appointed, who, b°" 
ever will be able to collect more money and thus the ex 
penditure on his salary may produce his salary—9111 
there you are. It sounds like a monkey living on it* 
own tail (or should we sav “  tale ”  ?)

- rd-
A new light oh why England is so imperfect. Acc0̂  

ing to Mr. W: H. Bolton, Financial Secretary 0 
Brotherhood Movement (a job taking a lot of accotnl. j 'n0t 
work, we imagine), says that “  Christian England 1S 
governed by a Christian policy.”  That is all very ' 
but nobody asked the Archbishop of Canterbury an 
Bishop of London to “  govern ”  England during the 
years. The “  Government ”  of that day was not A ^  
istic. The only two Freethinkers in the Cabinet reS!^'all 
rather than adopt the warmongering of their Chris . 
colleagues. But the clerics (whose cannibal raving* 
favour of bloodshed can be read in Arms and the 
are cravenly lying if they suggest that their “ policy 
was not to drown all decency and humanity in the c 
duct of a war which inspired Dr. Campbell Morgan  ̂
describe it as “  compelling the wrath of man to Pr!l 
Him,”  and proving that “  material ideals ”  were 'v°r̂ , 
“  than that Europe should be baptized in blood in 
name of righteousness.”

.More statistics worth noting for future refere"<- 
The Methodist Recorder reports that in Bow “ the * 
rounding population numbers 60,000, and of these 
dents 56,000 are outside places of worship on Si"1 
evenings. For fifty years, Nonconformist Church®9 
East London north of the Thames have been closed at  ̂
rate of one a year, and in the immediate neighbour!101’,, 
of Bow Mission ten have been closed in as many y e£lfS' 
It must indeed be an attractive gospel— to lure so m9 - 
people away from the churches where it is preached-

We are not impressed by “  homely yarns ”  which (A 
ultantly encourage human ignorance. Maurice Bar"1- 
tells of a poor Russian peasant child in tears because ot■ ‘ 
loss. Kind-heartedly he gives the child ten kopeC 
“  whereupon the child lifted up its eyes to God and ‘ 
the sign of the cross,” thanking the implacable skies 
stead of the human sympathy and the human ha111 
which had given the timely aid. The liritish iVeeP> 
tells this story to belittle the obvious friend, in ord1’ 
to glorify superstition. The “  moral ”  is a ghastly °uC' ,  
it must mean that ignorance is encouraged to ig"°’L, 
humanity. God has never given ten kopecks to anyb°l - 
in all His fabled existence; it is cruelty to suggest tl"1 
He does so.

The Rev. Ernest II. Jeffs, dismisses as irrelevant l 1 
question: “  Why Drag in Religion?” All the sanie> ,L 
realizes, and acknowledges with rare candour that “ M1" 1' 
people are getting on quite nicely without religion. 'Il'c\ 
are absorbed in worthy occupations, they are inspired 
honourable ambitions, they live on a decent level of S°? ̂ 
conduct and good comradeship, they have an alert s°c1‘ 
conscience.”  We regard the compliments as und"1'. 
patronizing, and we understand that “  The spectacle 0 
the high-minded humanist will continue to perplex ” 
ineradicable vanity of Christian “  superiority.”  "  
waste words by saying the obvious thing— soi"c 
Christians are “  not bad.”  All we feel inclined to rep", 
is that all theology is an attempt to fool mankind. A 
energy devoted to religion is diverted from potential1' 
Useful Social effort. Mr. Jeff’s admissions show that so"11 
times Truth will out— even in a Christian newspaper.
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TO CO ERESPO N D EN TS.

1 oh Circulating and Advertising the Freethinker. Don 
t'isher, 3s.; Anonymous, ios.

'• J- Jenkinson.—Very pleased you have derived so much 
help from Primitive Survivals in Modern thought. Aou 
*ve to allow for the power of prepossession in many quite 
alj'e minds, and which prevents their recognizing what are 
obvious truths to those with a more receptive intelligence.

*•' Evetts.—Thanks. Unless those who are interested in 
Secular Education get more active than they are, we shall 
be finding religion more established in the schools than it 
]s now. it is a piece of impertinence of the Derbyshire 
education Committee to arrange, for lectures on the Bible to 

*he teachers under its control. To talk of those teachers 
not suffering who did not attend the lectures is just eye- 
"ash. Teachers are, for the most part, very much afraid

Permitting their opinions to be known, and may be co­
erced
the very easily. Very few of them will stand up against 

councils under whom they serve.
• J- AIealou.— See “  Sugar Plums.”
McKenna.—You are quite correct in thinking that the 

sentence which stated we were not concerned with the 
censorship of opinion in Ireland was a “ slip of the pen.” 
” c have always been, and trust we shall always be con­
cerned with the infringement of human liberty wherever 
't takes place. Hut we are pleased that you know our
Position so well as to read the sentence as it should have

>r

-, * * * • i w  j v - c t v i  m e  p u t i t - i n t .  i t  n u u u m  n a v e .

1 1 ■ * he Free thought that is not wider than anv national
:,tmdarv is not worth verv much.
■ RMSTkonc,.—Pleased to know you so nfuch 111 joyed the 
-Icndid ” meeting of Sundav last at Stockton. Air. 

■ a. len w'h not be lecturing again until the autumn. 
nrtHYMOrS ” (Liverpool).—A lartre number of Air. Cohen’s 
i 1 , s have been reprinted in his three volumes of Essays 

'Rethinking He hopes to pet out a fourth volume this 
j u®n; Glad you find “ Views and Opinions ” so 

eresting. There is nothing unusual in a Ereethought 
t)h>Cr losing money. We do not know anv Ercethought 

that has ever paid its way. The fiftv-four years 
s ory that lie behind the Freethinker represents an 
lll)unt of struggle and anxiety that only few can properly

'Appreciate.

phtre notices must reach 61 Earringdon Street, London, 
by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be

n insertcd.
ret ^rceLhinker ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 

"ru. /\yiy difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
r i o t e d  to this office.

So °Alces °l the National Secular Society and the Secular 
^  l imited, arc now at OS Farringdon Street, London, 

prj ' Telephone; Central 13O7. 
byl<1~ se,,d «* newspapers would enhance tnc favour 

marking the passages to which they wish us to call

O n ilT 'r -■01 n °r hfcrafiirc should be sent to the Business Manager 
J  , Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 

The ,,not to tf'c FSifor.
u .¡reethinkcr" will be forwarded direct from the pub- 
q ,lllE office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) 

dH n~,?ear- 15I-: half year, yfb; three months, 3/1).
" ri C*iles a,I<* Postal Orders should be made payable to 

\e Pioneer Press," and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clerk enwell Branch.’

that
of

Sugar Plum s

must remind members and Branches e>f the X.S.S. 
resolutions f< ir the Agenda should be in the handsor the ...... .. ..........~ ***>~....................  — ..........secretary as early as possible. Any member is en-

|](, j .' to send in a resolution. The} Conference will be
c ' 01} Whit-Sunday, at Manchester, and ¡is that is
•tre-'i 0̂1 the country, we luipe to he able to report

'll,y good attendance of members, i

It may be remembered that we quoted from the Liver­
pool Echo, a notice of Air. Bedborough’s Arms and the 
Clergy, in which the book was called a “  belated stab at 
the Churches.”  Considering the part played by the 
clergy in the last war, and in previous wars, and their 
present attitude, the phrase “  belated stab ”  can only be 
attributed to a dislike to praise the book, as so many 
other reviews have done. But the interesting thing is that 
in a recent issue of the Liverpool Echo there is a special 
article dealing with the K ing’s Jubilee, in which are some 
quotations concerning the late Kaiser, which might well 
form a page in a new edition of Arms and the Clergy. 
And we hope that a new edition will soon be called for. 
The book is valuable as an historical record, and for those 
who do really wish to point out the part the clergy have 
played in all wars.

There was a fine audience on Sunday night at Stockton 
to listen to Air. Cohen’s lecture on “  Do the Dead L ive?”  
The large hall was completely filled, and the address was 
punctuated with laughter and applause. Mr. Brighton, 
who has been doing some excellent work in the district, 
took the chair with much effect. There should be oppor­
tunity to build up a good branch at Stockton, and we 
hope it will be done.

The Manchester Branch will hold its Annual General 
Meeting on Saturday, April 13, at 3 p.m., in the Turners 
Restaurant, 7 Clarence Street, Albert Square, and all 
members are asked to make a special eifort to attend. Im­
portant business will be transacted.

Air. W. Collins, writing concerning Air. Cohen’s recent 
lecture in Manchester, says, that he has watched the 
steady growth of the meetings, from one hall to an­
other, each larger than the last, and in each ease attract­
ing larger audiences. lie  says he is now looking forward 
to the time when the Society may “ even make a profit on 
Air. Cohen’s meetings.”  We hope so too, and for the sake 
of all concerned, including the Cause. And that might 
easily he done if all lent ¡1 hand to the task. It is, how­
ever, gratifying that in both Liverpool and Manchester 
meetings have steadily increased in both numbers and in 
interest.

There is a very wide-spread move 011 foot to secure for 
the non-provided schools— the old voluntary sectarian 
schools—a larger measure of financial support than they 
already have, and also more definite religious instruction 
in the schools immediately under the control of local 
governing bodies. It is also possible that they may bid 
for the support of the Roman Catholic vote by promising 
further support for the maintenance of their schools. I11 
the circumstances, we are glad to note that our old friend, 
Air. Sydney Gimson, spoke as we should have expected 
him to speak at a meeting of the Leicester Education 
Committee on a resolution for the adoption of a religious 
syllabus, Mr. Gimson said : —

In so far as this syllabus will help to secure decent 
behaviour and good citizenship I am in favour of it, but 
the connexion between morals and religion is casual and 
adventitious. Many of the greatest crimes in the world 
have been committed in the name of religion and by re­
ligious people. Also it is doubtful whether the best way 
to insure a natural preference for decent upright be­
haviour in our young people is to include definite lessons 
in the school curriculum.

I am not going to move the rejection of this syllabus, 
this composite photograph of the opinion of 33 people, 
nor shall I criticize it in detail. If I did I know that my 
voice would be like that of John the Baptist, “ A voice 
crying in the wilderness,”  but the whole tiling is a mis­
take. What lias become of the motto of the old Libera­
tion Society ? “ The Liberation of Religion from State 
Patronage and Control.” The degenerate descendants of 
the old Nonconformists seem to have lost all grasp of 
principle. In a national system of education it is not the 
business of the State to teach opinion either in religion 
or politics.

The State should, as far as possible, confine itself to 
the teaching of ascertained fact, to instilling a love of 
education into the new generation and helping them to
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■ became good-citizens, I .shall do myself the honour of 
voting against the adoption of this syllabus and have, a 
faint hope that a few others will do the same.

We wish that all Freethinkers who are members o'f Edu­
cational bodies were equally frank in voicing their 
opinions on this subject.

The Swansea Branch N.S.S. has arranged a debate be­
tween the Rev. Leon Atkin and Mr. R. H. Rosetti, to 
take place on Thursday, April iS, in the Central Hall, 
Orchard .Street, Swansea. The subject for debate is “ Do 
the Teachings of Jesus Support the Principles of Social­
ism ?”  Prices of admission are 6d., is., arid reserved 
seats at as., tickets may be obtained from the Branch 
Secretary, Mr. B. G. Howells, i Baptist Well Place, 
Swansea, or the St. Paul’s Church Social Fellowship. The 
chair will be taken at 7.30 p.m. by Alderman Dan Ewan,
JT.

Raison, tliej organ of the Rationalist Association of 
India, reprints a recent article from these columns on Sir 
Ambrose Fleming and Evolution. This journal appears 
to be doing some excellent Freethought work in India.

A novel we can recommend is Mr. Eden Phillpott’s 
latest, The Wife of Elias, Hutchinson, 7s. 6d. Mr. Phill­
pott’s hand has lost none of its cunning, and his char­
acters in this book have a clarity of outline that makes 
them real. The author is not afraid (thousands are) of 
introducing Freethought in his story, besides rewarding 
the reader with cheerful wisdom instead of so much 
padding. To the assertion made by a character that 
“ the Christian road is the only practical road,” his 
master replies :—

Once- not now, Bill, Ready-made religion is out of 
date—a dead thing pretending to be alive. What’s the 
good of it to a man too ignorant to grasn its claim, or a 
man too educated to admit its claim ? We’re all agreed 
that the world’s a crazv sort of place, and lacking anv 
plan, but where’s the signal-post in sight pointing to a 
plan.

The Wife of Elias will be an acquisition, and a repay­
ment for the time spent on reading it.

The E xten sio n  of G eograp hical 
D iscovery

Europkan voyages of discovery, east and west, during 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries initiated many 
changes in human affairs. I11 consequence of these 
undertakings, Western communities receded or ad­
vanced, and the more affluent States which for more 
than 2,000 years had ranged round the Mediterranean 
declined in power and influence with the extension 
of geographical knowledge. In the later Middle 
Ages, the advantageous position of Venice made that 
Republic the leading trade centre of the world. But 
after Portugal’s fruitful voyages in the Eastern seas; 
the exploits of Columbus and bis successors in their 
Western adventures and, above all, Magellan’s cir­
cumnavigation of the earth, a new age emerged. The 
important German trading centres suffered severely, 
and it was only in the nineteenth century that Ger­
many began to recover from the blow inflicted in long 
past years. England, the Low Countries and France, 
however, soon set forth on maritime adventure, and 
the foundations of their future triumphs were well 
and truly laid. For, with the newly-discovered sea- 
routes at their command, the more northerly com­
munities were almost as well circumstanced for conn 
mercial activities as the. inhabitants of the Spanish 
Peninsula.

and

Despite his Catholicism, the French monarch O n’ 
ally ignored the Pope’s apportionment of the 
found countries to Spain and Portugal only, "  11 
Holland and England, countries that had discar 
or were about to discard all allegiance to Rome, nia  ̂
of it a mockery. Three years after the opening 'A  
age of Columbus.'the first of the Tudors, Hem} ^
commissioned John Cabot, a Venetian living 
Bristol, to seek a route to the Indies through a noi  ̂
western passage, but the attempt was, of cours 1 
abortive. ^

Nevertheless, Newfoundland was rediscovered, a* 
in 1534, the French sailed along the river St.  ̂ j,a  ̂
rence, and subsequently Canada was made a I’ re’ 
possession. English voyagers now endeavottiei 
reach the Indies by a north-eastern channel, a"< ,
the reign of Edward V I., an expedition comnian(e 
by Sir Hugh Willoughby, and piloted by 
Cabot’s son, Sebastian, proceeded on this missio1 
One vessel only succeeded in reaching Arching^ 
whence the crew appear to have proceeded on lalU 
Moscow, where they were received by the fl sar, B a 
the Terrible. After this failure, all attempts to reJ1- 
the Far East by a north-eastern passage were a' a!*_ 
doned. Still, this expedition led to the later estabh- 1 
ment of beneficial commercial intercourse with RllSSU

Another north-western exploration was conduct^ 
in 1576, when the famous Martin Frobisher voya-L̂ 
to Greenland and Labrador, and, in a subsequent il  ̂
venture, discovered the strait which bears his ni*”ie] 
Frobisher, like many another celebrated Briton, ivab 
Yoikshireman. He spent his boyhood on the sea 1 
was ever dreaming of the discovery of a north-\veSw 
channel to Cathay. He won renown as commari( 
of tlie Triumph in the struggle with the Armada, a” 
succumbed to injuries received at the seige of Cr0// 
in 1594.

Humphrey Gilbert was then empowered by b.llZ‘1̂ 
betli to find a sea-route to China by a northel j 
channel, and to annex any discovered territory 111 
already occupied by other European Powers, 
colony was established at Newfoundland, but Gil';el 
and his frigate foundered in the Atlantic in 1583-

City merchants furnished another expedition 
15SS, with Davis in command, and in his various a’0-' 
ages lie sounded several channels running westwal ’ 
and high hopes abounded of the gaining of a norths ■ 
route to tlie Far Eastern East. He sailed throng 
what is now called Davis Strait, but his anticipM’01' 
were naturally unrealized. Twenty years after, HlK 
son reached Spitzbergen and neared the North 1>() C\ 
and in a later expedition discovered Hudson Bay _‘l 
well as Hudson Strait, but be was never seen agall’j 
While serving in Holland, Hudson guided the DlltL' 
to the Hudson River, on whose banks New AmsV 
dam, now New York, w as founded. For a time, h.i’1- 
lish expeditions ended with Baffin’s .voyages, wh*1 
led to the discovery of Baffin’s Band, with seve1’1 
islands situated north of the American mainland.

The Netherlands were also active at this 1 eritH' 
.The Dutch had revolted from the military and 
ligious despotism of Catholic Spain. They deci<h‘ 
in the first instance to avoid the seas traversed b' 
their bitter enemies, and the States General Se’ 
Barentz to seek a north-eastern route to the ()rie>|lj 
Cherry Island was sighted, but their search prov’L 
abortive and they were perforce compelled to purs11'- 
the 1 ath prepared by the Portuguese.

As the realms of Spain and Portugal were for d>e 
mement united, the insurgent Dutch deemed the|!l 
selves at liberty to plunder or annex any mercliaiid1*’1 
or colony flying the Iberian flag. The Dutch b"c 
caneers were so successful that, w ithin half a centriri’

A
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they liad expelled the Portuguese from mam of their
dearly-prized “. . ----  Eastern possessions. Malacca fell into
hutch hands in 1614, and they thus became masters of 
[he Spice Islands. In 1619, Java, the brightest jewel 
*u Holland’s crown, became theirs, and by 1658, Cey- 
lon was taken over as a Dutch possession.

England likewise participated in Eastern exploita- 
[ion, The English' East India Company was formed 
111 the reign of Elizabeth, and this corporation soon 
bersuaded the Dutch to concede a one-third share in 
the profits, or surplus values, derived from the Spice 
Islands’ trade. But dissensions leading to expulsion 
a,,d murder soon arose so, to avoid further trouble, 
'he East India Company decided upon confining its 
attention to India itself. Madras and Bombay were 
'hen taken, while the islands decking the Indian 
hceau were left to the care of the Dutch, whose as­
cendancy in the Eastern Seas made them the pioneers 

Australian discovery, while the colony they estab- 
hshed in South Africa in 1651 remained a Dutch 
Possession until the time of the Napoleonic cam­
paigns, when England annexed this settlement, as 
‘olhind was then a French province.
As all her Eastern imports passed through \ enetian 

lands, Britain displayed an anxiety to obtain an over- 
and route to Oriental regions. In the sixteenth 

lentury England endeavoured to make terms with 
Eissia for this purpose. Negotiations proved abor­

r e ,  but they served to induce the Russian ruler, 
Va", to open up relations with India and China him- 

Elie Moscovite State was expanded towards the 
;ast, and a wider acquaintance with the Asiatic Con­

n ' d  resulted. But, even then, no one knew whether 
‘ ■’feria was continuous with the American land mass 
or SeI>arated by sea, and Peter the Great, in 1728, des- 
Patched Behring— a Dane in the Russian sei vice, who 
Jad shown daring and ability in the conflict with 
?vveden— in order to ascertain the truth. From 

‘Uutschatka he proceeded northwards by sea and 
l'Ed, quite unconsciously, within thirty miles of the 

S ,0res of America in the strait that commemorates Ins 
"Uiie and fame, while in a later voyage he determined 
,'e geographical relations between the northern re- 

Rl0ns of the Old and New Worlds.
Alaiiy are the unrecorded heroisms of individual 

’"embers of the human family. Nearly a century be- 
‘ ie Behring’s first expedition a Cossack named Des- 
'"ev Voyaged from the Siberian coast into the 1 oku 

Jean, and proved that the Eastern and Western C011- 
'"eiits were unconnected, but his story of this dis- 

’ ery was scouted until it was confirmed b\ Belli ing, 
'""1 the strait revisited and accurately estimated by 

"Plain Cook in 1778.
 ̂I[*s> of course, in no w ay detracts from the steiling 

"epts of Behring, who was ultimately wrecked on the
!niinhab

^41, and
>  Stellar.

fled island named after him. There he died
among the few survivors who escaped 

Uiet vw-iar’ a sc’e’A’st who composed a description of 
j. ’ag*c adventure.

for H r" ’g’s voyages were unquestionably projected 
UF t ’e furtherance of geographical science and other 
Qjjcl Purpose. England and Holland were almost
ad,. Usivdy concerned with commercial interests and 

Slltaces r,aSes- Spain and Portugal, while fully alive to 
I'git 11110 val,1es> were also eager to spread their re- 
P0̂ ,'1' _ Yet there can be little doubt that all the 
1 , ° ^  Involved were smitten with envy when they 
iiie(.J ^le immense wealth amassed by the Venetian 
'"arts r̂oini their virtual monopoly of the Eastern 
lofti I'ew indeed seem to have been inspired by 
die 'i' ’” °tives than those of self-aggrandisement. Yet, 
^ '» n p e tin g  interests of the several States served to 
Witij<de 'u” llan understanding of the earth’s surface 

A* Varied aspects of faunal and floral life. Also,

despite the many unprepossessing motives which ani­
mated European adventure, and the powerful spirit of 
nationalism, even now so pertinaciously prevalent, we 
must cherish the belief that the day will dawn when 
an enduring passion for international hospitality and 
co-operation will exercise a controlling influence in the 
world of men.

T . F . P a lm er .

T he P ow er of the F a ith

T h e r e  can be no doubt that religious belief owes its 
continuance to sentimentality and self-centredness. 
Trust in the Ford and reliance on his promises, we are 
assured, means making things all right for the indi­
vidual believer— in the world that now is, and in that 
which is to come. When the heart of the pious mother 
is thrilled by hearing her little toddling son of three 
say, “  Dod is dood and when as an aged woman 
she hears that same child as a stalwart and “ success­
ful”  man, past middle age, saying the same thing in 
another form, she is content to pray, “  Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for I have 
seen the fulfilment of thy promise in giving me that 
for which I most deeply yearned.”

Some time ago a. retired doctor, in the course of a 
reminiscent letter to a great daily paper, wound up 
with this verdict upon his experiences of life : “ God 
is very, very good.” He was an example of the indi­
vidual who has imbibed the essence of the Gospel at 
his mother’s knee, who has been taught reverently to 
repeat, “  Jesus tender shepherd hear me ” , “ Around 
the Throne of God in Heaven,”  and “  This night 
when I lie down to sleep.”  What is sucked in with 
one’s mother’s milk is bound to have a long-enduring 
influence. In infancy it is impressed upon us that 
certain words have a peculiarly sacred significance 
and to utter them “  lightly ” or “  in vain ”  is to be 
guilty cf a rather abhorrent kind of sin. This aspect 
of the matter is of peculiar interest when we consider 
the methods adopted by missionaries abroad. In these 
columns we lately had given to us a specimen of 
Genesis in pidgin English, in which the angel with 
the flaming sword is transfigured into a “  big fellah ”  
with a gun. Mark Twain tells of a converted touglt 
who took up work as a Sunday School teacher, and in­
terlarded his instruction with a good many swear 
words and cusses. But the children were not 
shocked. The words for them had been depolarized, 
and were merely part of every' day conversation, as 
commonly used in their particularly rough com­
munity. Great is the power of words, which may tell 
either this way or that way according to the person 
who uses them or hears them !

What, however, is essential to keep in mind is that 
many believers find that the Gospel goods do not turn 
out according to sample. The storm and battle of life 
engage all the resistive power of'the strongest. In the 
hardest ordeals, the believer is enjoined to throw all 
his burdens on the Lord. But in many cases the 
Lord throws them back again, and often with heavier 
burdens to boot! .Still the believer with unquench- 
able'faith' cries out, “  Though he slay me yet will I 
trust in him 1” The old lady who had suffered all the 
sorrows and privations possible to any human being 
was able to exclaim : “  I ’ve had all that; but thank 
God I have two teeth still left— one above and one be­
low—and praise the Lord, they are opposite one 
another!”

Believers are exhorted to find consolation in the 
words of the sacred song : —
lirief life is here our portion- brief sorrow, short-lived care; 
The life that knows no ending—the glorious life is there!
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What is the present existence but a fleeting term of 
probation in which believers are to qualify for their 
eternal rest? They are but wanderers and pilgrims 
on the earth. Heaven is their home. This world is 
merely a succession of Sloughs of Despond, Valleys of 
Humiliation and Vanity Fairs. Oh to be over 
yonder!

In the writer’s early youth— spent in a village—  
there was a very prevalent and unshaken belief in a 
material hell, and a personal devil equipped with all 
the horrific attributes and weapons of legend. In­
deed, several of our enthusiastic Methodists had en­
countered him on lonely roads at night— and, praise 
to God, had routed him! Thunder was then the 
voice of God, and lightning the flash of his angry eye. 
Though it may be doubted whether the lightning was 
so terrifying as his steady and unwinking, unblink­
ing big eye depicted in some coloured chronio or litho­
graph in the bedroom, having over it the te x t: “ Thou 
God see’st me.”

No, the meek and gentle Jesus of our earliest days 
is not adequate to reveal the Heavenly Father to poor 
stricken human beings. Yet Jesus himself assever­
ated that he and his Father were one. When a dis­
ciple asked him to show them the Father, he rejoined 
with, “ Hast thou been so long time with me, and dost 
thou not know me, Philip?” The Karly Fathers of 
the Church were at great pains to prove that God 
loved the world, and that his love was genuine and 
all embracing, so they sought to identify the man of 
sorrows with him, and claimed that God yearned with 
tears for the love of his human creatures. Freethiuk- 
ing philosophers had questioned the existence of God; 
or they denied the ecclesiastical claims for him if he 
did exist. Many who did not deny his existence from 
their experience of their own existence simply con­
cluded that the so-called Father in Heaven could be 
nothing but an intolerable bully and tyrant. He had 
almighty power, which he employed to torture, 
scarify, thwart and persecute the vast majority of the 
human beings he had created. More than that, he 
had the effrontery to- put upon them the responsibility 
for their wretched and parlous condition, though 
lie had made them and not they themselves. He had 
made them black, white, brown, red and yellow, and 
was the author of the complex of each one physically 
and mentally. He also made flying lizards the size 
of big airships, and huge creeping monsters, whose 
appetites could only be satisfied by devouring a whole 
villageful of his human creatures. And we have still 
tigers, wolves, sharks and poisonous snakes, and 
active little bacilli and disease-bearing insects to keep 
mankind busy at the task of self-protection. A  most 
commendable creator and universal Father! The re­
tired doctor to whom life had been sweet, who had 
been so happy in his experience of life, exclaims, “ God 
is very, very good !”  lly analogy one would expect a 
crippled stoker, blown up several times in the war, 
whose only consolation now is a borrow ed chew or fill 
of black twist, or a nip of rum, to exclaim, “  God is 
very, very bad !”

As some sapient: commentator remarks : “  It all 
depends on the point of view.” The human wrecks 
in prison or workhouse, whose periods of existence 
have ever been characterized by kicks and orders to 
“  move on,”  no doubt have an instinctive aversion 
from their experience of life to belief in the benevo­
lence and beneficence of the Almighty Power whom 
believers living in comfortable surroundings worship 
as “  Our Father which art in Heaven.”

Scotland’s bard said : “  Mali's inhumanity to man 
makes countless thousands mourn,”  and any careful 
student of the development of industry in our own 
country will find that the capitalists who were the

biggest slave drivers; for whom tiny children of both
U'SSC° l  v—. j  ___
sexes toiled from early dawn to dewy eve; who ahvay5 
secured their pound of flesh; were the men most closely 
identified with the Christian Church. And sweaters 

are alike “  creatures ”  of a loving 
Take him away ! He isn’t whole- 

He isn’t nice to know.
Ignotus.

md sweated 
Almighty God ! 
some.

T he F a ll  of Reason

We can now see clearly enough that Gieek ‘  ̂
Roman mystical philosophy, allied with 
superstition— both of which were abundant cu j, 
classical times, in spite of the admirable scientific'' 
that was done— made a broad and easy way to 
establishment of Christianity. The resulting £en̂ 011 
nescience, combined with the amazing deternun 
to believe in things impossible, and even because 
were impossible (Credo quia iinpossibile), invoJ' 
great fall of reason. And this has in some deg  ̂
been repeated during the last two or three decaue >

■ in the main, no doubt, of the h*8 ’  ̂
successful naturalistic and secularistic attack  ̂
Supernaturalism and other remnants of primitive 
ancient superstition.

The newer state of things in early Christendom " W 
well summarized by Prof. Harnaclc (History 
Dogma) : “  A new world is disclosed for which eveP 
thing else is given up, and men are ready to sacP^ 
insight and understanding in order to possess 
world with certainty-; and in the light which rad> 
from the world to come, that which in this world '" 
pears absurd becomes wisdom and wisdom folly- 

It has been interestingly pointed out that, th°"-\ 
reason fell, reasoning did not, and that the latter 
often acute enough in the Dark and Middle Ages- 
can even detect a certain degree of ratiocination m j 
contentions of the Early Fathers (e.g., Augustine a"̂  
bactantius) that there would be no antipodal Pe<" ’ . 
because no such race was mentioned in the Scriptl"j^

gee
aS

among the descendants of Adam, and because on 
Day of Judgment such people would be unable to 
the Dol'd descending through the air. Again, Aq111"̂ . 
at a latter date sought, among other things, to juri1 ■ 
everlasting punishment in hell by the argument 1 ’ 
if there were not some people in eternal and inn'1' 
agony, the happiness of God would be incomP)e 
just as perfect whiteness would be impossible u 
Were not contrasted with perfect blackness. But ' 1 
premises being vacuous the conclusions were nece:i 
sarily so. j

Passing by the well nigh incredible irrationality 11 
the “  Age of Faith,”  it might have been expeL'lt\ 
that the religious reformers would have been ni°' 
rational. But we can hardly say that they vW1̂  
Not only did Luther and Melancthon denounce Copl ( 
nicus in the name of the Bible, but the former nU'1,, 
bitter attacks on reason, calling it “  a pretty hari0*' 
in whose eyes he admitted that the pre-supposition5 , 
Christianity were absurd. And early- Protestants " 
general were as completely dominated by gross si>Pel 
stitions, such as demonology and witchery, as v'’e 
Roman Catholics.

In view of these facts and considerations we c°" 
elude that the present revolt against reason as *  ̂
criterion of objective truth is a mere recrudescence 11 
ancient and medieval irrationality. The great fail1" 1' 
seems to be the inability to grasp the fact that reaS0" 
ing, to be of any value, must have as its basis aSctlj 
taiued, natural knowledge. Otherwise it may leil<. 
anywhere, as it did with the Neo-Platonists, who, a
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Jowett stated (Dialogues of Plato), evolved a method
which enabled them to read any meaning into any 
words.

We have to recognize further that power of mind 
*n itself is not sufficient safeguard against erroneous 
conclusions. It is generally agreed, on anthropo­
logical evidence, that there has been very little, if 
il’ty, increase in brain power or fundamental intelli­
gence since “  Modem Man ”  appeared some 20,000 
Wars ago. Yet for the greater part of the time since 
diat event, practically all men believed in a thousand 
figments, from magic to transubstantiation, and ap­
parently, until quite recently, no one thought of test­
ing whether any of them were real or not. The power 
n"d tendency to do this evidently comes only from the 
slowly developing attitude of investigation, conse- 
MUent on the mental training and knowledge gained 
fl0«i education, including, of course, study or self- 
education. This conclusion is congruous with the 
definition given (in very similar terms) by two leading 
educationists, Sir John Adams and Holman, viz.,

the development of young persons by the communi­
cation and manipulation of knowledge.”

J. R e e v e s .

Ingersoll’s Advice to Parents

Keep
'•ep C h ildren  out of C hurch  and S unday  School

_ Nothing is more outrageous than to take advantage of 
the helplessness of childhood to sow in the brain the 
seeds of error.

huoui,D parents who are infidels, unbelievers, or Atheists
c'ul their children to Sunday schools and churches to

hr,''e them the benefit of Christian education ?
«rents who do not believe the Bible to be a hook s'- - -

should
m inspired 

Tliev
an(i be absolutely honest. Hypocrisy is not a virtue, 

A n ',
to jJt - “ ‘ever snouia not allovv tne mind 
He 'dorined, stunted, and shrivelled by superstition

a ' “  111 ie, lies are I 
o m ’’ "fichever should

no — j
' s a rule, lies are less valuable than facts.

ould not allow the mind of his child 
inted, and shrivelled by su 
llow the child’s imagiuati 

Nothing is more outrageous than to take ad-
M 1(ltedUld 110*: ahow the child’s imagination to he

fifaiu^n ^le helplessness of childhood to sow in the 
duiicv. 'e seeds ° f falsehood, to imprison the soul in the 

<>n ficar> 1° teach dimpled infancy the infamous 
glare'"1 f d e n i a l  pain— filling life with the glow and

tlie'° !U,belie'  ’or should allow his child to he tortured in 
finin '1. inquisitions. He should defend the mind
the rh] Ck  as l 'e would the body, lie  should recognize 
d„-i,,.ghts °f the soul. In the orthodox Sunday schools

thate v i^ '11 are taught that it is a duty to believe, 
facts <C ' S "°^ cssential, that faith is independent of 
tauo.j ,a,ltl that religion is superior to reason. They arc 
they ' " lfi f°  use their natural sense, not to tell what 
'viol- aby think, not to entertain a doubt, not to ask 
facin' T ’estions, hut to accept and believe what their 
ii,v , * say. In this way the minds of the children are 
'"an . ’ corrupted, and conquered. Would an educated 

svnd his child to a school in which Newton’s state-"leut
(leniecl

111 regard to the attraction of gravitation was
byq^i” 1 ’ 111 which the law of falling bodies, as given 

'diot'*°’ Was r'diculed; Kepler’s three laws declared to be 
Htf, ,c’ and the rotary motion of the earth held to be 

g y  absurd?
to j, '  ’ then, should an intelligent man allow' his child 

. "aught the geology and astronomy of the Bible ? 
hoiiy !en .should lx; taught to seek the truth.—to he 
he t S ’ fi'"d, generous, merciful, and just. They should 

w /"ght to love liberty and to live to the ideal. 
child*V bbc" ’ sh°uld an unbeliever, an Infidel, send his 
t^ t 1 aU orthodox Sunday school, where he is taught 
'"cu t'f bas " °  r 'ght to seek for the truth, no right to he 
ho,, ally llo>'cst, and that he will be damned for an 
rev s doubt; where lie is taught that God was ferocious, 
mini Seful’ heartless as a wild beast; that he drowned 

" s of his children; that lie ordered wars of exter­

mination, and told liis soldiers to kill gray-liaired and 
trembling age, mothers and children, and to assassinate 
with the sword of war the babes unborn ?

W hy should an unbeliever in the Bible send liis child to 
an orthodox Sunday school, where he is taught that God 
was in favour of slavery, and told the Jews to buy of the 
heathen, and that they should be their bondmen and 
bondwomen forever— where he is faught that God upheld 
polygamy and the degradation of women ?

W hy should an “  unbeliever,”  who believes in the uni­
formity of nature— in the unbroken and unbreakable 
chain of cause and effect— allow his child to be taught 
that miracles have been performed; that men have gone 
bodily to heaven; that millions have been miraculously 
fed with manna and quails; that fire has refused to burn 
the clothes and flesh of m en; that iron has been made to 
float; that the earth and moon have been stopped, and 
that the earth has not only been stopped, but made to 
turn the other w ay; that devils inhabit the bodies of men 
and women; that diseases have been cured with words; 
and that the dead, with a touch, have been made to live 
again ?

The thoughtful man knows that there is not the 
slightest evidence that these miracles ever were per­
formed. W hy should lie allow liis children to be stuffed 
with these foolish and impossible falsehoods ? W hy 
should lie give liis lambs to the care and keeping of the 
wolves and hyenas of superstition ?

Children should be taught only what somebody knows. 
Guesses should not be palmed off 011 them as demon­
strated facts. If a Christian lived in Constantinople lie 
would not send his children to the mosque to he taught 
that Mohammed was a prophet of God and that the 
Koran is an inspired book. W hy? Because he does not 
believe in Mohammed or the Koran. That is reason 
enough. So an Agnostic, living in New York, should 
not allow liis children to be taught that the Bible is an 
inspired book. 1 use the word “ Agnostic ”  because I 
prefer it to the word “  Atheist.”  As a matter of fact no 
one knows that God exists, and no one knows that God 
does not exist. To my mind there is no evidence that 
God exists— that this world is governed by a being of in­
finite goodness, wisdom, and power— but 1 do not pre­
tend to know. What I do insist upon is that children 
should not he poisoned, should not he taken advantage 
of, that they should he treated fairly, honestly; that they 
should he allowed to develop from the inside instead of 
being crammed from the outside; that tliev should he 
taught to reason, not to believe; to think, to investigate, 
and to use their senses, tlieir minds.

Would a Catholic send liis children to school to be 
taught that Catholicism is superstition and that science 
is the only saviour of mankind?

W hy, then, should a free and sensible believer in 
science, in the naturalness of the universe, send liis child 
to a Catholic school ?

Nothing could be more irrational, foolish, and absurd.
Mv advice to all Agnostics is to keep their children 

from the orthodox Sunday schools-, from the orthodox 
churches, from the poison of the pulpits.

Teach your children the facts you know. If you do not 
know, say so. Be as honest as you are ignorant. I)o all 
you can to develop their minds to the end that they may 
live useful and happy lives.

Strangle the serpent of superstition that crawls and 
hisses about the cradle. Keep your children from the 
augurs, the soothsayers, the medicine-men, the priests of 
the supernatural. Tell them that all religions have been 
made by folks and that all the “  sacred books ”  were 
written by ignorant men.

Teach them that the world is natural. Teach them to 
be absolutely honest. Do not send them where they will 
contract diseases of the mind— the leprosy of the soul. 
I.et us do all we can to make them intelligent.

(Reprint.) R obert G. Inoersoll.

Dong life has been promised by the Bible to those who 
honour their fathers and their mothers. But in 110 
Christian country has any insurance company ever 
thought it good business to offer them specially low 
rates.— Qitodam.
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Correspondence

To the E ditor of the “  F reethinker.

TH E AGEN T PROVOCATEUR

SU N D A Y  L E C T U E E  N O TICES, ®tc’
Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 

E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not ol 
inserted.

LONDON

S ir,— Y ou are right as usual (“ Acid Drops,”  Free­
thinker, March 24). To entrap or to betray is poisonous 
and despicable, as has just been said by one of the 
judges. But it is depressing to note what an outcry 
arises when the articulate and powerful (such as motor­
ists) are involved; while the helpless, and especially, the 
young, are left at the mercy of the police, and the 
dangerous laws on solicitation— and nobody sits up, or 
takes notice!

Clarence Darrow, the great American lawyer, wrote 
“  when it comes to the criminal courts . . . .  lives are 
sacrificed and hopes destroyed.”  “ The methods of the 
criminal courts are hundreds of years old, and their cor­
ruptions a thousand years older than that ”  (The Story 
of My i.ije, p. 332) “  Everything has altered and im­
proved . . . but the law and its administration have 
stood, defying time and all the intellectual changes of 
our day and age ”  (p. 430). Justice will not be achieved 
until we get a rational moral code.

“  T aii Can.”

[We are pleased to note that the Berkshire police have 
announced that they will do what they can to warn motorists. 
But the temptation to make cases will be strong with many. 
It would be interesting to have figures as to how many 
“ catches” are placed to the credit of individual police cars. 
It is also worth noting that one magistrate declared openly 
that the testimony of the police as to the rate at which the 
offending motorist was travelling was conclusive. The word 
of a policeman thus becomes “ sacred,” for the first time in 
English Law.—Ed .]

National Secular Society

R eport of E xecutive  M eeting held M arch  29, 1935

T he President, Mr. C. Cohen, in the chair.
Also present : Messrs. Quinton, Hornibrook, A. C. 

Rosetti, Wood, Silvester, Ebury, Preece, Samlys, Sapltin, 
Mrs. Quinton, Junr., Mrs. Grant, and the Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. 
Financial Statement presented. New members were ad­
mitted to the Sunderland, Manchester, Tees-Side, 
Blackburn, Plymouth, Chester-le-Street, South Shields, 
South London, and West London Branches, and 
the Parent Society. Reports and correspondence
were dealt with from West London, Bethnal Green, 
National Peace Council, Messrs. Brighton and White­
head. In accordance with the votes of the 
Branches it was declared the Annual Conference 
will be held this year in Manchester. The date of the 
next Annual Dinner was fixed for January 25, 1936. The 
Executive expressed its condolence with the relatives of 
the late Mr. H. Jessop, and the Secretary was instructed 
to convey the meeting’s sincere wishes for the complete 
recovery of Mr. W. J. W. Easterbrook. Messrs. Sapliin 
and Clifton were elected to serve as an Agenda Com­
mittee with the President and Secretary.

The Meeting then closed.
The next Meeting of the Executive will be held on 

April 26.
R. H. Rosetti,

General Secretary.

Our civilized world is nothing but a great masquerade. 
You meet therein knights, monks, soldiers, doctors, 
priests, philosophers, lawyers— who else does one not 
meet ? They are not, however, what they represent 
themselves to be. They wear masks under which mostly 
arc hidden money-speculators.— Schopenhauer.

OUTDOOR

 ̂ N orth L ondon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hai»P' 
stead) : n .0, Sunday, April 7, Mr. L. Eburv. IIigb|,ur- 
Comer, 8.0, Air. C. Tuson. South Hill Park, Hampstead. 
S-.o, Monday, April 8, Air. L. Eburv.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hvde Park) : 12.30, Sund3!’’ 
Mr. E. Gee. 3.30, Messrs. Wood( Bryant, Gee and 'fuse»- 
Freethinker on sale outside Park Gates and literature to 
order. *

indoor

STuanTHwPu "  Etiiicai' Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion
South 1 nvL ' 'J'0’ GeraW Heard— “ Neo-Quakerism.” 

Pecl-lnm p  ‘ 0>, Rthicai- Society (Oliver Goldsmith School, 
fik-t ; r  ’ s f  ■> : 7.0. Lord Snell, C .B .E .-“ The Con- 
H,Ct of Eastem and Western Civilization.”

COUNTRY
INDOOR

Blackburn Branch N.S.S. (Cobden Hall, Cort Stree
Blackburn) : 7.0, A Lecture. w ,e](

Bradford Secular Society (Godwin Commercial B° 
Bradford) : 7.0, Air. E. Allen—A Lecture. .^ e

E ast L ancashire R ationalist Association (28 
Street, Burnley) : 2.30, Air. K. I). Hunt (Read)—“ Ihe 11 
cnee of Environment.” .

G lasgow Secular Society (Central Halls, 25 Bath Stree 
6.0, April 14, Annual General Aleeting. Members P e‘ 
note. . ne

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, HunibeP 
Gate) : 6.30, Dramatic Performance—“ Emilia Galotti. 
Lessing. ) .jj.

L iverpool Branch N.S.S. (Board Room, Transport 
ings, Islington, Liverpool, Islington entrance) : 7.0, A" 
General Aieeting- Aiembcrs Only. 0i

AIiddleSborough (Bizacta Hall, Newton Street) : T .
Tuesday, April a, AH. J. T. Brighton—“ The Creation 
Creation Story.”  __

Stockton : 7.0, Thursday, April 11, Air. J. T. Bright^1’
A Lecture. -

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Co-operative Hall, Gre 
Street) : 7.0, Air. Brighton—“ Divinity and Disease.”

iTH E OTHER SIDE) 
| OF DEATH I
I By C H A P M A N  C O H E N .  j

■ Cloth Boand THREE SHILLINGS ft BIXPENGl j
( Postage 2d.

/ ------------------------------------------------------------- - )
j T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4- !

I __________ ___ _ _________ ______________ ,d

1 BRAIN and MIND)

Price 6d.

Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH. 1
!
! This is an introduction to a scientific psych­

ology along lines on which Dr. Lyn ch  is 
entitled to speak as an authority. It is a 

pamphlet which all should read.

t*-----

! 
! 
i 
! 
I

By post - 7d. I

^ . 1̂ .  1 ,^ .1  »^.i i-*-1 ̂
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ear and R eligion
By

C. McKELVIE

An examination of the nature of 
Fear,' its influence in the formation 
of religious beliefs, and its re­
action on social life.

ONE PE N N Y  
Postage £d.

Issued for the Secular Society, Limited by 
the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., E.C.4 

LONDON

SEX and RELIGION
B Y

!•*
••1
• *

j

Ui-ii

GEORGE W H ITEH EAD
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) 

P r ic e  - 9d. Postage id.

_,___ , _t___ ____,__,__________

History of the Conflict Between 
Religion and Science

Prof. J. W. DRAPER
Price 2 s, Postage qjd-
-------------------------------------------------------

LENItf ON RELIGION Is. 2d.
Ay) 1,1 P.S.S.R., y’/A., Dialectical Materialism (Adorat- 

•n0()K; 2<̂  > Marxist-Leilinist Books, Pamphlets, Periodicals. 
l'hoile S" OI>- l33 Hast Road, N .i, Near Old Street Tube, 
, ' krkenwell 4393.

a c a d e m y  c i n e m a ,
0><foi.d street. Ger. 2981

Vit*ki Baum’s “ RAC AUX I.IAMES ” (A)
Martin’s Summer) with Simone Simon 

and Viennese Prize film 
-_____ “ ZRRBROCHENE KRUG.” (XT)

^ W a n t e d  c h i l d r e n
a 0 iv iliZ8(j  Com m unity there should be no 

U N W A N T E D  Children.
An jjj —*—  
tr°] ^ Ustrated Descriptive Li9t (68 pages) of Birth Con- 

Cci'Usites and Books sent post free for a ij^d. stamp

J D t N.B.— P kic*s ar* now Low»*.

• HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.
IS T A U i SHKD NEARLY HAL» A CENTURY.

NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

President - - - CHAPMAN COHEN,
General Secretary - R. H. ROSETTI.

68 FARRINGDON STR E ET ,  LONDON, E.C. 4.

T he National Secular Society was founded in 1866 by 
Charles Bradlaugh. He remained its President until 
shortly before his death, and the N.S.S. has never 
ceased to live up to the tradition of “  Thorough ” 
which Bradlaugh by his life so brilliantly exemplified.

The N.S.S. is the only organization of militant 
Freethinkers in this country. It aims to bring into 
one body all those who believe the religions of the 
world to be based on error, and to be a source of in­
jury to the best interests of Society. It claims that all 
political laws and moral rules should be based upon 
purely secular considerations. It is without sectarian 
aims or party affiliations.

If you appreciate the work that Bradlaugh did, if 
you admire the ideals for which he lived and fought, 
it is not enough merely to admire. The need for action 
and combined effort is as great to-day as ever. You 
can best help by filling up the attached form and 
joining the Society founded by Bradlaugh.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

S ECULARISM  teaches that conduct should be bu.’ td 
ou reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of 

livine guidance or interference; it excludes super­
natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s 
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty’, which is at once a right and a duty; 
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis­
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalize 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labour ; to extend 
material well-being; and to realize the self-government 
of the people.

The Funds of the National .Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what­
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone 
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all o ’ any of the purposes 
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the 
following declaration :—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and 1 
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects.

.. Name ..............................................................................

Address..........................................................................

Occupation ...........................................................

Dated this......day of....................................... ig...

I his declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription.

P.S.—Leyond a minimum of Two Shillings per y* vr, 
every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to his means and interest in the cause,
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i IN M O D E R N  T H O U G H T
j  By

CHAPMAN COHEN

Cloth, gilt, 2b. 6d. Postage 2d. Stiff paper 
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| A R M S  A N D  T H E  C L E R G y !
By

GEO RGE BEDBOROUGH
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Reading for To-day

GOD AND EVOLUTION
By

CHAPMAN COHEN

An absolutely clear state­
ment of the issue between 
Evolution and God. In view 
of Sir Ambrose Fleming’s 
statement this pamphlet is 
timely and final.

PRICE SIXPENCE

THE PIONEER PRESS 
oí Farringdon St., London 

E.C.4.
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