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-i[hG Persistence of the Primitive.

o AD'ast week that it is the savage who is the parent
dr' genuinely religious ideas. They may be re-
bt —they arc re-dressed—to suit modern tastes,
i, leir essential character remains unchanged. The
.. "I110 with fiercely ineffective rhetoric resents the
: a man-like God will be found praying to a God
§i”rnis that are—unless God be manlike— either
Jv.Istc or intensely stupid. The Christian
O~nate who talks at large of evolution as
1. Smethod of creation uses language and puts forth
&iﬁ,s Which have no significance whatever if we
.,;;>te the early Christian conception of a deity
i 1%.a compound of a jobbing carpenter and a dis-
\J y'sitor of uncertain temper The clerical critic
HE1lU ~°°ns and critical articles Will admit  the
a,' M~ tive character of much of the New Testament,
stress the belief that the whole story is the
of pious zeal centring round a unique per-
is found in his sermons referring to what
fr Mr Ford ” said or did, as though he were citing
tdi 1 Hie attested evidence of a legal commission. As
. .jll°tily happens confusion of thought issues in con-
i?t,IcH°n in speech. Marry a pure savage to a civil-
ly, mate and the progeny is almost certain to be un-
(lcv—unless one half the parentage ceases to influ-
LL Hie rearing of the child.
~  Making.
Africa has been suffering from drought.
. sheep and crops are threatened with destruc-
and men face ruin.  Black and white are in-
lavel—lin what may be a common evil. The native
° Is a disbeliever in the white man’s God will liave
[If'?* Performing his ancient incantations in order to
fa "1 rain to the parched earth, and the white man—
0’ Tir above such exhibitions of ignorance— will have
ilfi'e °f it. At least, not in that form. So the white
'"< through the instrumentality of the Government.

Sunday, October 22, 1933

Price T hreepence

has decreed a day of humiliation and prayer, and the
Rand Daily Mail, at the request of the Department of
External Affairs, publishes the following :—

The Prime Minister desires to remind the public
that Wednesday next has been appointed as a day
of humiliation and prayer, and seeing that the
chastising hand of the Lord is upon us, he would like
to see the people on that day appeal to the Almighty
with the greatest possible unanimity, and take part
in the services which will he held by the various
Church denominations.

To the Christian mind the distinction between this
and the rain-making conjurations of the black man is
very clear. It is true that neither the black nor the
white man ever tries his magic until the drought has
existed some time, and, therefore, it must be nearer
the end in any case. It is true also that both profess
some degree of humiliation in the process, but the
cardinal distinction remains that the one is appealing
to a mere idol, and the other is appealing to the true
God, who was incarnated in our Lord and Saviour.
Moreover, the God of the black man has not denied
rain out of sheer carelessness, or pure cussedness, but
the white man’s God has withheld the rain to chastize
those who worship him, and so, when the white man
looks round and sees the dying lambs and calves, and
notes the parched ground that may mean starvation
to thousands, and must mean privation to many, he
can say, “ It is for my good,” even though lie may
whisper, “ But, O Lord, do not benefit me over-
much.”

* * *

Devil Dodgers.

Africa is to the anthropologist and the historian the
most interesting of all continents, and it provides a
further illustration of my general thesis in the matter
of witchcraft. It may be due to a suddenly quickened
interest in the need for purging Africa of this terrible
curse; it may be due to the need for extending mining
interests, and the power of the witch-doctor may have
been used to prevent the native seeing the use of
giving up his life in the open and spending part of it
underground in the mines; but whatever be the cause
there has lately been much in our own press of the
curse that witchcraft is to the native races. Even
General Higgins, of tire Salvation Army, has been
moved to write a length}" letter to the Times, announc-
ing that he is prepared to send out his agents to help
stamp out this terrible curse of witchcraft—with, of
course, the hint that if lie does so more money must
come into his coffers.

When it comes to dealing with witchcraft | doubt
whether any better representative person could be sent
for this purpose than the head of the Salvation Army.
For its preaching is saturated with teaching concern-
ing the devil and his agents. Every Salvationist—
careless of the fact that the statement amounts to little
short of an impeachment of the good taste of the
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Devil—represents Satan as struggling to acquire his
soul. Of course it might be said that this slander is
applied also to God Almighty, who is also represented
as anxious to acquire the same article.  And there
must certainly be something radically wrong about a
universe in which two of the principal personages in it
spend so much time in struggling for so little. But
the Salvationist has not merely his teaching. He can
take with him the New Testament in which Jesus is
found fighting—not the devil and the agents of the
black medicine-man, but the devil of the white one.
The General can also call to his aid the practice and
the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, the
records of those Christian saints who have met and
fought the devil, and the witch-doctors, who in the
Roman Church and in the English Churches cure
diseases, pray for rain, or for victory in battle, and
receive good, solid money in order to get souls out of
the clutches of the Devil. And if some of the blacks
think that, having enough devils of their own, there is
no need to go out of their way to exchange one set of
them for another set, General Higgins may well
point out the superiority of the white man’s spirits
inasmuch as they have helped him to get hold of most
of the earth and to place the white man in power over
the black one. It is quite likely that the black man
will be impudent enough to recognize the likeness be-
tween his own witch-doctors and those of the
Christian; it is not likely that the white men will
either see or admit the close relationship between the
two.
# * #
Lying for the Glory of God.

I am not quite sure whether the next case | have is
a good illustration of the persistence of the primitive,
but it may be taken as one of the prevalence of the
quite early Christian practice of lying for the greater
glory of God. Eppletori is a parish in Durham, its
vicar is the Rev. G. Salisbury, but I an! riot sure
whether he is the editor of the Parish Magazine or not.
If he is not, then | apologize in advance for associat-
ing him with a particularly robust kind of a liar. In
the issue of the magazine for October, | find the
following:—

We were sitting in the office of a manufacturer, a
French Jew, one day during our work in the East
End of London. Whilst we were talking a Mr.
Chapman Cohen entered and was introduced to us
as the Editor of the Freethinker. To our surprise,
and not a little to our disgust, we discovered that the
Freethinker, and through it, largely the forces of
Atheism in this country, was financed by the manu-
facturer, a foreigner and a Jew. That other Jews
were with him and behind him we have no doubt
whatever. Immigrants to our country, making their
fortunes out of our people, they used their money
to take away the religion of our people. We men-
tion this in view of the fact that the Secular Society
is attempting some such work in our parish.

Now, to clear away any misapprehension, | wish to
say once for all, that if any Jew in this country wishes
to send along a thousand in order to help advertise
the Freethinker, | will accept it at once and the re-
ceipt of the cheque, with the purpose to which it is to
be devoted will be publicly acknowledged. The
same applies to any members of the Church of Eng-
land, from the Archbishops downward, to all Noncon-
formist, to other odds and ends of religionists, and
to any foreigner, “ Frenchman, Turk or Proosian.”
Only one stipulation is made. The cheque must not
have attached to it the condition that the Freethinker
is to be diverted from its present purposes.

But, curiously enough, although I have met many
kinds of Jews, Russian, Polish, English, even Irish, I
have never, to my recollection, known a French Jew

THE FREETHINKER

October 22, 1933

m this country. | have known orthodox Jews with
superstitions as degrading as those of a Roman Catho-
lic or a Hottentot, and also Jews of a ferociously
Atheistic turn of mind, but | have never nggvv\;ish
French Jew, certainly | have never known a

manufacturer at once wealthy enough and 8ec™ (|
enough to keep the Freethinker in being. | "
veiy much like to know who this Jew is, w""
li\es, and for how long I have known him.

| regretfully admit that the Freethinker is only EE
m being by its friends. Indeed my accountant,
has kept the books of the Freethinker for over tiuT
years, says it is the most wonderful business he ™
t>ei known. It lias never made anything but ack L
in tlie whole of its history, and still goes alon? ¢
cheerfully as ever. It is also true that during the tike
1 have been editor I have raised more money gl
paper and for the movement that has eve
raised in a similar period. But there was real > .
ing secret about it. The money was asked ‘°rpfie
licly, it was acknowledged publicly, and the
thinker Endowment Trust is under the con
known trustees. The names, of the donors l'av tfiH
peared in these columns, and 1 am sure that tli“c
be considerably .surprised to learn of the existc pra-
this wealthy Jew, who maintains not only tns ...
thinker, but the Freethought Movement. Ofﬁ -
it may be that this particular French Jew told Al
Vicar that he would like to subsidise the Fred
My great trouble is that | do not know the VicQ'’,
not know the generous Jew. | would like P
that Jew-. 1 do not particularly wish to
Vicar.

It is sheer ingratitude for the Vicar to Ii,lj)j
against a “ foreigner and a Jew ” coming II)iI "
country to “ take away the religion of our Pe% jle
Because, after all, the Vicar would never hol
living he does hold if it had not been for the ogQl’ p
“ a foreigner and a Jew' ” coming to this coufi jjj'is
take away the religion of the people. The je
very close, for this same “ foreigner and Jew ' |p
lieved by many to have got into serious 1 i
through the bigotry and falsehoods of the Vicai
country in which he resided. But | do hope °111 )i
will let us know where this very generous I<i(aLes_
Jew resides. Even if he be dead he may have Kt
cendants, and perhaps they may be as genere'?™
their father to this paper and the cause it repr>s {ils
May | hope that some of the members Of
Vicar’s Church will press him to disclose the vive
ahouts of this French Jew, and also to recall 1 e
definitely where and when | had the doubtful I'k1Z ,,
of the Vicar’s acquaintance, if only for a fe"
ments ?

lie

An

Some of my friends have expressed surprise tluk
can keep on year after year with my work and npll j
to find it fresh and interesting. But where c°lL1,,
find anything so absorbing? AIll my life | have '~
interested in strange and curious things. | have ’
interested above all in anthropology and in Ps*
logy, particularly in morbid and pathological psV [
logy. And where could I find choicer specimen* |,
mental alterations than in connexion with rehi?l ~
Where could I find finer examples of the persist j
of the primitive than in the field of religion? ,»
could not find them in science or art oreven in P°tn,,
For, in any of these, modern and more civilized U™
sidérations exert some influence. But in religion i
finds that tendency to weave fairy tales which in K
child is mere activity of the imagination, but whi”l
the adult becomes moral perversion; one finds that 1
sistcnce of primitive mental traits and of savage c

Interesting Study. 1
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tos such as one cannot so easily find ese'" 1
Kwenmy forgotten acquaintance, the Vicar, carries

~ck to a more primitive age, when Christians °tx%

did boldly taught the virtue of lying if it were

M€ interests of religion. 1 am pleased | have met
I}, the pages of a parish magazine. His

kind is not so common as it once was: the more

™["able the specimen when it is found. | shall cer-

ta'ily add this Vicar to my collection.

Chapman Cohen.

Are Priests Perjurersre

“ the authority of priests and ministers ™ Lcrt
declining.” —Dean Inge.

“ Not mine your mystic creed ; not mine in prayer
And worship, at the ensanguined cross to kneel.”
Wm. Watson.

11t most important form of religion in this country
j State Church, which is called the Church of
"gland. This religious body is in a very peculiar
, ""Ton, for it has been manufactured by Parliament,
1 from time to time lias been under the hands of its
linator for alterations and repairs, The creator is a
1'fid and cynical association known as the House of
jd™ions, having no religion in particular, and look-

uPon the priestly theology which it patronizes as
"PHlE a special constable, whose duty it is to cajole or
d\/j people from attending too much to the affairs

'€ by promising them rewards or punishments
"101 they are no longer alive.

K' the ranks of its twenty thousands of priests there

o humber who pretend that this so-called Church
g—"gland represents a religion independent of the
ijfi e °f Commonis. Most clergymen are notoriously
L .lInt °f the culture of their own sorry profession,
% ;llls ignorance is quite unpardonable when they
4, r°ni time to time the ritual, government and
dpriles  their own Church being declared by Acts
I lament, framed by Freethinkers, Roman Calho-
un Methodists, Jews, Unitarians, and the other re-
1. j or non-religions professed by the six hundred

nbers of this Legislative Assembly.

.y appears also that these priests are many of them
1¥i°’ns perjurers They subscribe most solemnly
~the « Thirty-nine Articles of Religion,” sanctioned
J,,$th.(g ing “ by God’s ordinance, according to our
" frtle, Defender of the Faith and supreme governor
. le Cluirch within these our dominions.” But in
§}r_|a| practice they openly defy these ordinances,
QUdr are declared to be “ the true doctrine of the
~eli of England, agreeable to God’s Word.”
I These articles make the most curious reading in the
t, °ntieth century, They include the quaint belief
p “Adam” and “ Eve” were the original
Jf'frs of the whole human race, white, black, and
i °'vi and that they ate forbidden fruit, in conse-
of which the human race is doomed to death
t ( Post-mortem punishment.  These articles also
9ab that a spirit can be at the same time a father
1 a son, and also proceed from itself as a ghost.
c bSe articles also condemn Romish Church doctrines
‘cerning pardons, worshipping, and adoration, as
as of images and invocation of saints, as a vain
Tuition. These articles also teach that the Author-
L4 Version of the Christian Bible is the real word of
H =>and that the King of England is the head of the
Iristian Church.

.. these egregious Articles of Faith, among
hiiery of others, every Church of England priest

subscribes. And we know that great numbers of
them do not believe in them, or even observe them,
that they are taking money by false pretences. Their
main rea(son for remaining in this Parliamentary
Church of England are “ purple, palaces, patronage,
profit, and power as a former cheerful canon of St.
Paul’'s Cathedral wittily puts. it. And, mark you, the
right to appoint priests to benefices is sold for money
in the open market, as if it was so much coal or quack
medicine. Hence there are some curious conclusions.
Parliament makes a special religion, and the landlords
outside appoint its professors, or barter the appoint-
ment to the man with the most money. And, further,
in spite of the Thirty-nine Articles, and the most
solemn subscription, the confessional is now an in-
stitution in hundreds of State Churches. The furni-
ture, ceremonies, and doctrines taught in these
churches of the Establishment are not to be dis-
tinguished from those of Rome.

Elsewhere one knows what a particular Church
stands for. You say this obeys implicitly the Pope of
Rome and the College of Cardinals. Another is
faithful to the Westminster Confession. Yet another
yields homage to some Eastern Patriarchs. Even the
Eatter-Day Saints pay attention to their Mormon
elders. But ask what this Parliamentary Church of
England stands for, and who can tell you? One
priest points to the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion,
while another laughs in his dainty lawn-sleeves at the
simplicity of laymen.

This Parliamentary Church of England pretends,
hypocritically, to be the national religion, although
only a small percentage of the population attends its
services. But, because it is a creature of Parliament,
this mockery concerns us all. For the legal theory of
this country makes us all parties to the constitution
of this particular Church. If it were in the United
States of America, or the Malay Federated States, or
any other of the British Colonies, where no such thing
as a State Church exists, we need not care a solitary
pin what humbug went Ol in a particular church, for
it would be none of our affair except in the widest of
international senses. But the legislation of the House
of Parliament is an entirely different matter. It
makes us all, as it were, partners in this so-called
Church of England, and compels 1is to be privy to its
chicanery and dishonesty.

This is not too strong an expression. This official
Anglican religion is practically using the dogmatic
system of the prc-scientific world. It is using modes
of thought and language that belong to the Middle
Ages and not to the twentieth century. This makes it
impossible for a large number of good and thoughtful
people to attend the services of a State Church that
continues to talk as if nothing had happened for four
centuries. The priests themselves are suspected of
trimming and prevarication, and of something very
near intellectual dishonesty. They have got to
realize, however, that these traditional doctrines,
hammered out as they were by priests of half-forgotten
centuries, cannot be made current coin in the intel-
lectual world of to-day. The young people, in whose
hands the fate of this country lies, will have to take
these things into consideration. They certainly have
their work cut out for them, for the simple reason that
Priestcraft is a vested interest entrenched behind
money-bags accumulated throughout the centuries.

Mimnermus.

Praise is well, blame is well; but affection is the final
and most precious reward that any man can win.

Mark Twain.
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The Quakers and Their Cult.

George E'ox, the founder of the Society of Friends,
was-born in 1624 and died in 1691. He lived in a tur-
bulent time which witnessed the Civil War in Eng-
land, the execution of Charles I., and the events of
the Commonwealth; while it was also an age of bitter
religious strife.

Fox and his disciples were very positive that Catho-
lics, Episcopalians and Puritans were all in error.
They contended, as William Pollard tells us, that
“ The great Central Truth of Christianity—the Real
Presence of the spirit of Christ in the hearts of His
followers—had come to be almost ignored. The free
spiritual Republic that Christ had instituted had been
largely supplanted by the despotism and tyranny of
a human priesthood.” So, for the sacerdotal doc-
trines of official bodies, Fox substituted an inward
light conferred by Omnipotence on all men, and
asserted that real religion is primarily a matter of per-
sonal awareness and experience. Spiritual insight
provided the only basis for a correct understanding of
the Scriptures. The ordinances of baptism and the
eucharist, as these were observed by common
Christians, were rejected. Fox declared that genuine
baptism is of a spiritual nature and not that of water.
Also, the real communion is purely spiritual and has
no relation with a mere breaking of bread or the con-
sumption of wine, but in that ceaseless communica-
tion with Christ “ through the Holy Spirit and
through the obedience of faith by which the believer
is nourished and strengthened.”

Ritual and an ordained priesthood were completely
abandoned. The Friends remained silent in their
meeting houses until inspired to speak by the influ-
ence of the spirit. Moreover, women equally with
men were entitled to preach when moved by God.
Nevertheless a solemn silence was deemed the ideal
basis of public devotion. They branded warfare as
utterly antagonistic to true religion, and their opposi-
tion to this mode of legalized murder has persisted
ever since.

The refusal of the early Quakers to take the oath,
pay tithes, or respect laws they thought wrong
aroused much orthodox indignation. Their opposi-
tion to the taking of oaths they based on the express
command of Christ “ swear not at all,” as well as the
exhortation of James the Apostle : “ Above all things,
my brethren, swear not, neither by Heaven, neither
by the earth, neither by any other oath; but let your
yea be yea, and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into con-
demnation.”

Some of the more truculent Quakers, as the Friends
were derisively termed, disturbed the services held in
the orthodox conventicles. These edifices they scorned
as “ steeple houses.” This, with their other acts of
aggressive nonconformity, brought them into trouble,
not only with a hostile populace, but also with the
authorities. During the reign of Charles Il., more
than 13,000 suffered imprisonment, while 350 died in
gaol or succumbed to injuries inflicted by mob vio-
lence when their meeting houses were stormed.

While persecution raged, the Quakers met with
many exciting experiences.  They were frequently
sentenced for Sabbath-breaking in journeying to their
meetings on the Ford’s Day, and they were incar-
cerated for speaking in market places and at street
corners, and for their refusal to pay tithes or to swear
an oath. About 200 were transported to the Indies as
slaves and it was only with the downfall of the Stuart
dynasty and the Revolution of 1688, with the succeed-
ing Act of Toleration in 1689 that they were allowed
to establish their Society and develop their discipline
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and doctrine. A statute of 1696 granted them tbe
right to affirm and greatly extended their liberty.

The movement soon spread to Scotland and lIreland,
and in 1656 two female Friends landed in the Ameri-
can Colonies where they were maltreated, arrested,
and deported to Barbadoes. A little later, three me<
beis of the Society were publicly executed in Bostone
Vet despite clerical intolerance and the violence of the
rabble the Quaker missionaries remained undaUfite ,
converts were gained, and Fox himself preached 1»
America in i67r.

I hroughout the eighteenth century the Friends Pr®
pered.  Still debarred from participating in fg&C
life, they devoted their days to philanthropy an
mercial enterprize. Somewhat exclusive in jnafiDy’
a part result of persecution, their early zeal lessen™
and their numbers declined.  Their antagonyfl
to slavery, however, became pronouncec(lj .
1727 they censured the slave trade and it IS an
that so early as 1688 Pennsylvanian Quaker?ea%er_
lished a protest against the traffic. Under the
ship of an American Quaker, John Woolrnan
Friends eagerly embraced the cause of emanciP™J
and it is said that by 1780 the Society had free(
“ from the reproach of slave-owning, and in U 1ja
sent up the first petition to the House of Common5
the abolition of slavery'.” j.

In other departments the Quakers were in the
guard of progress and enlightenment. In c°llt|e
with the Freethinkers of the period they advocate!
reform of the vicious and insanitary prisonS
humanization of a savage penal code, and wide
provement in the administration of the lunacy la"s' «

The Deism so pronounced among cultured A
cans in the late eighteenth and early ninet
centuries invaded the Quaker ranks, and m
Elias Hicks, an able and enlightened Friend,cxP
very advanced views. For he denied the truth O (
Christ, as well as the inspiration and authentic'.
the Bible. As a result, the American Society W&Si H,.
Nearly one half the Friends accepted the new %
ings and were henceforth known as Hicksite Fr*
These sceptical doctrines proved very repugn®L i
the strictly orthodox, who, alike in EnglafJ”™,
abroad, were seriously' alarmed by the schism. F \
tion was further encouraged within the Society, *
the more rigid customs were relaxed, but this 11
turn offended the more conservative section, S0igx
orthodox themselves became divided, and the ne"
of Wilburites arose, deriving its name from John
bur, its begetter.

Although certain peculiarities of Quaker speeCl jn
observance have been abandoned, the Friends *L'(f
much of their strictness and solemnity. Any fQIl!
frivolity is frowned upon, and even harmless
ment finds little favour. They, have severely .
sured “ balls, gaming places, horse-races and P
houses, those nurseries of debauchery and wicked'
the burden and grief of the sober part of O
societies, as well as of our own. Moreover, |
stated that :  The Printed Epistle of the yearly 111
ing of 1854 contains a warning against indulg
music, especially what goes by the name of ‘' s®
music,” and denounces musical exhibitions, sue'
oratorios, as essentially ‘ a profanation.’ ”

Distinguished y'Ct byr their sober attire and
of mien, the Quakers tend more and more to 11"
with the average intellectual sections of society'-
shameful social ostracism and inane ridicule to " »
they' were long subjected have now passed away- f
rationalization of the legal code, the admissiO®"
Friends to Parliament—John Bright and Lord FI
were Quakers—and the opening of the Universit'l5"
men of all shades of religious belief have all servel

‘
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Weak the barriers which long divided fhe I
fromthe general community. Their former a\e
tomusic and the drama has greatly diminished, art is
lore highly appreciated, and even Qua eiesses

mt always unacquainted with the masterpieces of
modem fiction. - . ,

Possibly had the Quaker attitude towards war bee

adopted by a larger proportion of the European p

l'ie World War might have been avoided. i ,
ald passive resistance on the part of Freethinkers
Qualég]rs_Phchingk proved unavailing, Fnencs o

L s of dogtina unitediirugformingy thevAmerican
/'«ids’ Service Committee for purposes of allevia-
11 a,1d reconstruction in a war-shattered world. In
"«operation with British Quakers this association
nested in the repair of the devastated regions in
Serbia, Poland and Northern France. Hospitals were
«Eblished in France and Russia as well as orphan-
/ esand schools for the children of military victims in
oand, Serbia and Syria.

T. F. Palmer.

Two Tributes.

7SS Mgtn DA Betham-Edwards, an English novelist
_-d‘&YPcter 01 French life, who was born in 1S36 and
. M :9i9»pays a fine tribute to Charles Bradlaugh

jj @' book, Reminiscences of M. Betham-Edwards.
eit''s tlie significant excerpt :—

Another striking figure of this period . . . also a
/ (tiin of nineteenth century intolerance, was Charles

'‘adlaugh. What an iron3 runs through the career
0 Bus epoch-making man! .So much we may surely
/ay of one who, single-handed against society, the

'lurch, and the law, obtained for English law-
makers liberty of conscience! The immense moral
'mtory was perhaps llradlaugh’s most coveted re-
gard ; such a character could not set great store by
Popularity or worldly fortune. And perhaps he in-
wardly chuckled at a reaction—surely the strangest
witnessed in our own or any time!—but yesterday a
scape-goat, a bugbear, a reprobate, Oll the morrow not
°n'y a man and a brother, but a positive exemplar
and shining light. How deep-seated was universal
Prejudice against Bradlaugh, the following story will
s'low. The very last people in the world to be re-
pelled by anyone’s religious or anti-religious opinions
"ere surely George Eliot and George Henry Lewes !
>et | well remember that when describing an even-
ing at the Hall of .Science, the latter observed laugh-
ingly, “1 verily believe, Polly,” thus he usually
called his companion, “that our friend has a sneaking
fondness for Mr. Bradlaugh!” The speech, good
"aturedness itself, evidently implied tacit cause for
astonishment, the notion that such sympathy was
hardly credible, mardly admissible in a well-regulated
mind.

At one time Bradlaugh’s hand seemed against
every man, and every man’s hand against Bradlaugh,
a position in itself calling for pity, if not commenda-
tion. It was the hero of later days one felt glad to
have seen, the pale, bulleted, hustled, but unconquer-
able figure, ex-errand boy, trooper, coal retailer, and
lawyer’s clerk, arraigning that awful body, the
flouse of Commons, arraigning traditional England,

his own person embodiment of all that has made
England’s greatness, the passion for spiritual as well
as political freedom !

Wither opinion of Bradlaugh worth recalling
Wes from the pen of William J. Linton, a wood-
/'graver and author (b. 1812, 4. 1897). It is to be
'n"id iu ],is hook, Recollections :—

Bradlaugh was sturdy and conscientious, meaning
all he said, and never afraid to say what he meant. |
bad little sympathy with his irreligious opinions, nor
do | know that there was more than occasional agree-
ment between 1Is on political grounds. But T had
never any reason to do other than respect him. |
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take it that sheer want of the imaginative faculty
was at the base of his theory of disbelief. It was not
in his nature to believe, certainly not in the super-
natural. But it was in his nature to take an active
part in what la}7around him, and so stoutly contend
against whatever he thought wrong iu theory or prac-
tice ; and he was true to his nature, whether as icono-
clast or reformer. There seemed an indication of
something else in his affection for the companion of
his early days, James Thomson, the poet of the
“ City of Dreadful Night,” and in Thomson’s affec-
tion for him. Certainly it should be said that this
indefatigable iconoclast was a kindly-natured man,
as one may be even if a born fighter. And he was a
man who made the best of himself; to whom | would
sajq self-culture, if only to train him for the fight
(and who shall dare even so to narrow his motives ?)
was felt as a duty.

C. McKelvie.

Bradlaugh on the Wireless.

[The following broadcast was sent out from the Mid-
land Regional Station on September 29 in the course
of the usual weekly talk. We had so much to say of the
character of the London broadcast, that we have extra
pleasure iu publishing this one. It does attempt to give
a view of the whole man, quite, free from the insulting,
and quite untrue, statement that Bradlaugh is now
generally out of date. The speech is reprinted with the
permission of the 1i.B.C. and the speaker.]

| want to-night to say a word about the Centenary of
the birth of Charles Bradlaugh, who, in his time, was
a great Midland figure. It's difficult to-day to
imagine what a dominating role he played in popular
movements in the Seventies and Eighties of last Cen-
tury. He was bitterly hated and attacked bj7 his
enemies, but few men have enjoyed the same measure
of confidence and friendship lie inspired among His
followers. People could.—and did—violently oppose
the man and his views—nobody could ignore him.
Bradlaugh was, in a very real sense, a pioneer of
modern thought, tolerance, and human liberty.

This remarkable man was born at Hoxton, London,
on September 26, 1833. Between the age of six and
eleven the boy received such education as his parents,
who were working people, could afford to give him.
He was, like so many famous men before and since,
almost entirely self-taught. It can truly be said of him
that at no stage of his career did he cease to study, to
read, and to think. Quite early in his mental life he
discovered the writings of William Cobbett and the
leaders of the Chartist Movement. From this source
we can follow the evolution of his political ideas and
principles.

Bradlaugh’s working life was one long struggle with
poverty and debt. He began on the lowest rung of
the ladder, for at the age of twelve we read of him as
an errand boy in a Solicitor’s office. He was at that
time deeply and conscientiously religious, and for a
time acted as a Sunday School teacher at St. Peter’s
Church, Hackney. It was there that he first came
into conflict with the Church. He began to feel
doubts about the religious dogma he was asked to
teach. lu the tolerant atmosphere of to-day—a herit-
age we owe largely to the influence of Charles Brad-
laugh—it’s difficult for us to imagine the harshness
with which he was treated by his spiritual teacher and
his own parents. It’s true, nevertheless, that the boy
was given three .days “ to change his opinions or lose
his situation.” True to his own nature, Bradlaugh
resisted tin's attempt at coercion, and voluntarily gave
up his work and left home.

Many months of hardship followed, during which he
developed his freetliouglit and radical views, but gave
no sign of submission to clerical or parental authority.
I’'ve no time to-night— deeply as | 'm tempted— to trace
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his life in detail—to show how he was in turn soldier,
solicitor’'s clerk, Freethought lecturer, radical poli-
tician, Editor of the National Reformer, and finally,
Member of Parliament for Northampton.

Bradlaugh’s connexions with the Midlands had be-
gun before he was the candidate at Northampton, and
in the ’'Sixties and ’'Seventies he often lectured in
Birmingham, Stourbridge, Walsall and other Midland
towns.

The people of Northampton elected him as one of
their Members in April, 1880; he had been unsuccess-
ful on two previous occasions. On May 3, 1880, he
presented himself at the House of Commons, and
claimed the right to affirm instead of swearing the
customary oath upon the Bible. A Select Committee
was appointed to consider his claim, and afterwards
reported against it. Thus opened a struggle with
the House of Commons, which lasted for six years,
and involved Bradlaugh in eight legal actions in the
Courts.

The Parliament of 1880, dominated as it was by con-
temporary theological and political prejudice, was in-
capable of understanding, much less granting, the
right of private judgment demanded by Bradlaugh.
Standing almost alone—at no time did he receive
effective support from the Political Party to which he
belonged— he determined to fight for the establish-
ment of the right he claimed.

He began the struggle in the prime of manhood, but
when victory came six years later, he was an old and
broken man. He lived to enter the House as Member
for Northampton in January, 1886, and in August,
1888, he persuaded Parliament to pass a General
Affirmation Bill. The triumph of Bradlaugh in this
matter was complete. Then, two years later, this
great champion of liberty lay on his death-bed, and
when the news reached the House of Commons, a
motion was proposed and carried to remove from the
Journals of the House the Resolutions of exclusion
against Charles Bradlaugh. He was unconscious
when the messenger came to him with this news. A
few hours later he passed away. This man was, in-
deed, one of the creators of modern times. We do
well to honour his memory and his work at this time.

Beconciliation with Eternity.

When Antaeus touched the earth his strength was re-
newed. Power comes through strange channels; wisdom,
which is power harnessed, does not appear in the spring
of an ordinary man’s life. Power with wisdom is a sword
and a scabbard.

When unbridled imagination is recognized for what it
really is, a will o’ the wisp, it may be made to work to-
wards man’s wholeness, but it needs happy moments for
such skill. Carlyle, when he heard that a woman
acquaintance had accepted the world, burst forth with
one of his characteristic remarks, “ By gad, she will have
to,” but on the other hand, Gorki, a forerunner of a better
world than this we know of, wrote that he did not come
into the world to comply with it.

This is the preamble to what may be called a confes-
sion written in humility and sanctified by the truth as
far as a mere student can discern the plumage of that
fabled bird. It is not written in the shadow of any wing
of any soothing creed.

A friend of mine, who is a giver at a time when the
world is overrun with clever people who are simply
takers, stated that on the three questions, greatest in re-
lation to any other, he knew nothing. These three sub-
jects were Death, Immortality and the Meaning of Exist-
ence. It is a common story that | have to tell, and if |
could obtain the clarity of the sunshine through the wet
leaves and boughs of autumn trees, those who have
noticed this phenomenon will understand what | piean.

At the age of six | lost my mother, who left my father
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with five boys. In common with millions of others, 1
the age of six upwards, these brothers, parents, rean”
have appeared in some kaleidescope and disappea
All that is left of them resides now in my f
There is the sweetness of one, the manliness of ano 1 »
the sympathy and kindliness of another, and each cll
summoned from the dead at any moment that the he
mind chooses to call them forth. . .S
Obeying the injunction in the wisdom of Ecclesias
to wear out the door-steps of good men, | have, as
back as | was able to think independently, follow« °
that fine precept. The hardest task-masters have a .
me in hand, but of that | need not discourse at le"g 1
this article. What they had to give was pure gold, K
were not practical men, but in the world of encunmn
they burnt their fingers when taking up the homey
pot; they were deceived by what | have termei
“ takers ” ; men would listen to them and spin ac® 1
of obtuse material from their conversation. Beihjf cc™
and therefore incapable of creative thought, they weie’
a manner, a mean kind of Autolycus. One of my 1
tors in particular | remember, capable of mental
mite in every phrase, yet at the same time out of s
goodness of heart he was a distracted shepherd o
flotsam and jetsam of the intellectual world in Wh’CV\ilh
moved. In remembering him | recollect the ease
which he moved in all planes of thought ; he could ~
a master touch explain the mystery of the Holy &m ~
such a manner that it would find acceptance by QO
as myself, who believes in one world at a time.
one shot he could blow to smithereens all the pretem
of occultism. u;
There is reconciliation to oneself, which is dim
more difficult still is the reconciliation to eternity &
as the mind is capable of comprehending the lileamiL-
the word. There comes at a time in one’s life a " pe
drawing into oneself. The simile for this is that o
tortoise retiring into its shell. That is only the e ,Lje
action; the internal one is of more significance, b
speare, or all those who went to make up the j,
under liis name, knew the shades and nuances of h"' »
existence, which is the same now as it was 900 Zeat> D
more b.c. So much there is that need not be know" "
many colours lias truth; so frail and faulty is
nature that the steadfastness of a tree has not yel ¢

entirely within its purview. )
The truths of Freethought are disinterested, and tI"'the
the only qualification that can be accepted D"'Ii"ef

purely empirical aspect of the wisdom of treating 1L
tenths of the world as children, there can now f,
doubt that it was some gigantic effort of insanity- 10K
Scorpions of history when they had their chance,
good care to maim and mangle some of the finest fl°" £
of intellect. For those maligners of the human race j

is 110 excuse, 'flic world for all time lias been an inn- - je
thought that by making the occupants as uiicoinfo'FI.ﬂ’\
as ]»ssible with fear and threats of hell, and very °
discomfort in their daily lives, that they were doing 8 A
work. We in the present moment are paying for
grievous eiTors.

111 a playful or cynical mood the few who are
detuned to thinking seriously Ol any subject may R
agine man to be a midge dancing in a sunbeam, but ~
manly deduction front this may also be that he
least dance gracefully. There is a trick in time;
lists and philosophers have gnawed this stone of c
tentiou, but there is an element of doubt which stiH f
mains. The wheels of time turn remorselessly, bringl”
sunshine and shadow. Life is a fact to king, prl" »
worker and clown. It came to the holder without reglit®
or demand. To argue design is to flee to the sanctuary
ignorance; an acceptance of life with its multiplicity
uncertainties is heroic. All acceptance of life with tif
prize in some; remote future of which 110 Olic knows 1
illusion. It may, be faith, and for such as prefer to ti';™
in their faith, one may stand aside and allow full re
to the individual choice, provided that that choice is *F
enforced with the rack, the stake or social ostracism- B¥
acceptance of life Oll the terms | have indicated is wh"1
have been trying to make clear as a reconciliation "n
eternity.

eo™

C-dEB-
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Acid Drops,

This the well-known writer, “ Ben Adhem,” in liis

‘W% article in the Liverpool Weekly Post :(—

Fry few people believe in Christianity nowadays,
though we all pretend to acquiesce in it because it is
custom and convention. But very few people really be-
lieve in it.

ltkat all the pulpit and press utterances Oll the bless-
"I'ls of Religion can be compared to the cackling of an
ﬁ%tkpn over a nest of china eggs. Is it really as bad as

Pt "fS CN cackle all(l come to the ’'osses. The
ear 0L "tew of English “ gentility ” is given by a
Msi v°ndent (who signs himself “ He Mortuis Nihil

Siltat'Criun™) ~le H°rSc and Hound. He is so repre-
atiJ J Ve a numerous class that it calls for some

eduring the last few daj-s one has read a great deal
tiQUNt'16 celltenary °f Charles Bradlaugh's birth, but to

se who remember him perhaps it would be kinder to
, ve him in oblivion. There is*no reason .why a manl
~wuld not be an Atheist if he must think that way, but

Parade the fact in a Christian country is eminently
/ ( taste. To many of us Christianity is a great bless-
I aifd surely if you are in the minority, and do not

'‘eve in it, the best plan is to keep silent. On being
t(el fed a Membey of Parliament Mr. Bradlaugh refused
0 Gnform to the ordinary routine following election to
1ac loilse of Commons, and though he advertised him-
Iri  extcnsively, and caused a great deal of trouble, |
eve yet to learn that he did any good or was of any
" rv'ce to his country, No doubt many Freethinkers
to° eefe(f t° the House of Commons, but they conform
Othe usual regulations, and take their seats without anv
Uss or trouble.

"tit@™ * Tttle that is true about this, despite the
plc 11 s pen-name, but it can be conceded that it would
i(t;-the writer; and the numerous class die represents,
V@ ' "aine of Bradlaugh were left in oblivion. For there
ai),' ke other things buried at the same time; and,
fiu;n-Tst them, would be the record of those who, mas-

PiirtU” ,ff as gentlemen in this green and pleasant land,
with malignity one of the most straightforward,

ki“huded, restrained, incorruptible figures in the
1jj r1 °f reform in this country. This class (whom
(L Tortlis . . represents so well), emphasized that

.. ".who) lacking knowledge and judgment, substitute
T Ugsy taste, form, and blind conformity, are capable

Qfda'ider and every mean device that shuffling and iusin-

dj|T suggest. Simply because the *“agitators” are

G, ,,€"t from those who being in »Society are therefore in
8 pattern, they become ipse facto, inferior, ill-
"lered, worthless.’

yi r; Gardiner, in his article in John Bull of September
Ic K'ves a conversation he had with John Morley, when
(Torley) was Secretary for India. “ What Parliament
18 is a great, iudgpendent critical voice that has no
*=° grind.” A Cobden?” | said. “No,” he replied.
, ' ilradlaugli, fearless, independent, disinterested—the
latest private Member of my time.” We have yet to
fo<a that he did any good or urns of any service to his
Plitryt say the gentlemen who specialize in huntin’ and
s«ades of socks and ties.

jgTlliough we do not think that the greatest good
tINTuiigh did was in Parliamentary work, we do think
i ¥ fI'e huge amount of work he did do, during the time
N ™as allowed to be in the House, was vital, thorough
jj Splendid. We know as well that a testimony such as
$JTey’s js aJrout the only way to imipress people of the
Mortuis ” type so we give it. This type, which,
h'never it happens to be in the majority—and only then
k'lieves in the minority keeping silent, is the type that
AN Fanatically referred to (‘.ladstone during his lifetime
ip (fraud Old Humbug. They will thus not have any
j""f'ulty in putting Morley’s testimony aside, coming as
(I’e.s from one of the same distasteful political kidney.
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Faithful to type as well is Lady Snowden for she con-
siders it deplorable taste and bad form to give non-
Church-Going and Catholic subscribers to the B.B.C.,
something to suit them on Sundays, during the hours
when the other Churches and Chapels are satisfying their
customers.

Another true to type is A.A.B., who writes now and
again in the Evening Standard. Every line this person,
for instance, writes about Asquith (who was a gentleman
and not a gentleman of sorts), is steeped in malice,
simply because he can never forgive that Statesman for
getting the reigning monarch to agree to create sufficient

peers (if necessary) to carry the Parliament Act. It is
Beaconsfield, the insincere fawning, “ wangling”
Beaconsfield who is admittedly his beau-ideal. Taste and

generosity of treatment are to such as A.A.B., what the
mathematical world know as “ variables.”

Another organ of respectability, the Saturday Review,
allows one of its contributors, Mr. J. Wentworth Day, to
display his quality over the (to him) unsatisfactory finish
gf the Tshekedi business. Mr. Thomas is referred to as
‘“ the aitchless enunciator of after-dinner inanities,” and,
coupling him with Mr. Macdonald, he continues :—

But this after all is no more than we reasonably expect
from two men, who, reared in an atmosphere of street-
corner strife, trades-union chicanery and orange-box
oratory, have by the most amazing feats of political gym-
nastics, placed themselves in the key positions of a
Conservative Government.

A monkey cannot ride a racehorse to victory—and until
the Conservative horse sheds its simian jockeys we must
expect it to pull and bore. The price of their jockey-
ship is the price of our shame.

It would appear that we have got back to the 'osses, but
we have duly noted in the process, for our correction and
reproof, what is considered permissible and within the
decencies of controversy, by such a “ cultured ” journal
as the Saturday Review,

Beyond all doubt, declares a pious writer, there is a
“ new thrust of the spirit” in our times. Its evidence
is the recovery of the practice and habit of prayer; men
and women are praying expectantly whose prayers pre-
viously were formal. For our part, we are willing to be-
lieve that some Christians have again begun to think
that something can be got out of God by praying. The
notion is not a particularly intelligent one. If “ Onr
Heavenly Father ” really intends Christians to be happy,
he will give them all that is essential to that end, without
their needing to pray for it. If they pray for anything
that, in the opinion of their God, is not necessary for
their happiness, they will not get it. Hence, whatever
they pray for, they are merely wasting their own and
God’s time. The only thing that can be said about
prayer is that it is auto-suggestion-soothing-syrup which
brings peace to infantile minds.

The Rev. S. M. Wickham said at a meeting of the
Guild of St. Raphael, the other day, that at the hospital
in which he served, in Winwick, Lancs., “ all the worst
types of the mentally afflicted were drafted in.” They
had 2,856 patients, 435 nurses, and 8 specialist mental
doctors. They also had their own church, and at least
1,000 of the above mental .cases went to worship and sang
eueharist there every Sunday. We are not at all sur-
prised at the good attendance and the fervid prayers
drafted to Christ by the “ worst types of the mentally
afflicted.” Some of the prayers and some of the hymns
require these particular types, for it is difficult to imagine
any really sane person could possibly believe either wafted
to heaven or Jesus','could possibly have any effect of any
kind. What a picture of religion such meetings as this
one at the Guild of St. Raphael shows!

The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel is, alas,
in spite of its despairing cry to heaven, having a very
rough time. Money is urgently required to carry on the
good work. In fact it is quite impossible, in this age



688

of scepticism about miracles, to get the beautiful message
of Christ over without money. In 1931, the Society’s in-
come fell by ,£12,000, anil in 1932, “ the Society had an
accumulated deficit of £30,495.” We are also told that in
spite of the heavy drop in income in 1931, everything
“ would have been well if the income for 1932 had
equalled that for 1931.” The S.P.G. seems quite puzzled
why people are not pouring money into its coffers con-
sidering “ the whole world is calling for increased help,”
and the help the S.P.G. would cheerfully give for a few
extra thousands of pounds is to point to heaven and say
Jesus will look after you. This seems to be all the help
anybody ever got from the S.P.G. or is ever likely to get.
We are glad that at last even madly religious people are
beginning to see the utter futility, from the heavenly
point of view, of such bodies as the S.P.G. No income
at all will mean its utter extinction, and nobody would be

any the worse.

From Punch we learn that an Australian Church Notice
reads :(—

The Pleasant Sunday Afternoon has been indefinitely-
postponed on account of the visit of the Archbishop.

The Church Times with its rabid Anglo-Catholicism
following the Roman variety as close as possible, has a
leader advocating celibacy for its priests. The terrible
picture drawn by Dr. H. C. Tea in Sacerdotal Celibacy
seems to be no warning whatever. A “ secular priest as
well as a monk may be called to live unmarried,” is put
not only with pride but as a duty. It is extraordinary
liow the religious mind still looks upon marriage as
essentially “ unclean,” or something unfit for a “holy”
man or woman. “ The need for a large increase of un-
married priests is one of the main necessities of the
times,” we are told. “ The Church if it had them, in-
stead of struggling to hold the fort, might advance in
triumph to the attack.” Celibacy in its priests will
never save the Church. Reason has, in this age of
scientific discovery doomed it for ever. ,

Someone tells the Daily Mirror that:—

A sign of the times is the new humility of science
confronted with the prevailing condition of humanity.
The old feud between material and spiritual truth is not
so marked. Religion and science now realize that they
are different aspects of human aspiration.

We haven’t noted this “ new humility ” of science.
Science still believes that its methods of investigation,
observation, experiment, and reasoning provide the best
means of arriving at truth about the world in which man
lives. Again, science and religion are not “different as-
pects of human aspiration.” They reveal different kinds
of thinking—the first modern and the second primitive.
They certainly exhibit different aspects of human nature.
The one aspect is of man as self-reliant and independent;
the other aspect is of man as diffident, mistrustful of his
own powers, and relying Ol presumed supernatural aid
for help and guidance.

A writer reminds the world that, “ The Romans could
make almost everything perfectly, and engineers and
architects and manufacturers have had to go back to
Rome more than once since Europe emerged from the
mist of the Middle Ages.” The reference here is to
pagan Rome. About the only thing that Catholic Rome
lias given to Europe is—mist. It is this mist, which
Europe endeavoured to dissipate at the time of the
Renaissance, that persons like Messrs. Chesterton and
llelloc want us to “ go back ” to. To borrow light from
pagan Rome is an eminently sensible thing to do. To
borrow intellectual fog from the Roman that gave the
world the “ Dark Ages ” is the limit of stupidity.

Another Punch punch :(—
"Pori; Cites Dangers Facing tiii; Wori.d; Names S i
Cardinals.”—N.Y. Paper.

We can’t believe lie meant to be so unkind,
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One thing we are sure of is that the gentleman who en
quires, in a daily paper, whether there is any particular
leason why public baths close at 9 a.m. oil Suuila)
mornings, will not get the right answer to his querye
The reply he will not get is that, the Christian Churches
object to everything that interferes with the parsons
Sunday opportunity for plying his wares. The fact 1
that anything which interferes with the parson’s Sunday
trade is unmistakably “ against the will of God.” Hence,
there is a sound ecclesiastical reason why public hatl
should be closed at 9 a.in. 011 Sunday mornings, and O
libraries, museums, art galleries, and theatres should

closed all day on Sundays.

A correspondent asks for more information about
Antony’s Guide Stamps. The following is officia

The Origin of St. Antony Guide STAVPS

The pious custom of asking St. Antony’s help o r s
protection of letters is based on a tradition tha
back as far as 1720. pedll

11 that year a Spanish merchant set out for ~
leaving his wife and family behind him. Althoug
wife wrote him several letters after his arrival thejCj
received no reply from him. The long silence a ,
her, and.she determined to have recourse to St. ; gk
to whom she had a tender devotion. According -.14.
wrote another letter to her husband, and went stf
way and placed it in the hands of the statue of tl
in the Franciscan Church in Oviedo. She con
asked him at the same time to see that it reache
safely. To her great surprise, when she returned s
afterwards, she found a letter from her husband in
Saint’s hand along with some gold pieces. ~

This letter may still be seen at Oviedo, is date .
Lima, Peru, and mentions that the w'ife’'s letter .js
delivered at Lima by a Franciscan Father. Froin jdi
remarkable incident there grew up the laudable cl’
of sealing letters with St. Antony Guide Stamps-

One hundred stamps, Olic shilling. Very cheap! Pal
larly as there is a prospect of a “ bonus ” now and a-

N

All knowledge is of some worth, said Herbert Spc"
From the Worlds News we learn :— .

At a Cincinnati Bible crusade the Old and I\Te‘v ’Eﬁg
ments were read from beginning to end without
ruption by relays of readers. It took 16 hours 4°
utes to read the Bible's 66 books, 1,189 chapters, 3
A-erses, 773,764 words and 3,566,480 letters.

We make the number of letters, 3,566,493, but kd
pass!

3

Fifty Years Ago.

THE CHURCH CONGRESS.

Where are the names of the illustrious to-day "Njj4
work is the helping of man ? One name truly in the _

that of one who has deserved well of the public. . f
that of Professor Flower, and we shall find him preac'li. i
to. the assembled clergymen most unpleasant trn
»Statesmen? Where arc the Gladstones, Northcotcs, h®
berlaiiis, Brights, Salisbury's ? »Scientific men ? Whcic
the Huxleys, Tyndals, Darwins, Fosters, F>tihc
Hookers? Poets? Where arc Swinburne, Brow,,ljj|
Tennyson, Morris? Literary men? Where are Ar*'°jj
Black, Ruskin, »Stephen, Morley ?  Artists of any k111,

eighton, Millais, Irving, »Sullivan? Not there.
yet this Church pretends it is the all in all to huuuM’1-
md that in its work all men rejoice. If this were ¢' ,
partly true we should have at the meetings of
Clmrcli Congress the representative men of all callin.fi' (
place of the miserable handful of nonentities sec"
Reading. .

That | am not exaggerating the claims of the Chnl
and therefore the disgrace that falls on her dishonour-1
head, when she fails to bring together men of note at |
Congress, is shown by the words of the Archbishop
Canterbury in St. Mary’s Church. “ There is no h'll
tion or routine of life or thought which it is not the <¥ -
of the Church to occupy.”

The “ freethinker,”

-n

October 2r, iS"3-
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Founded by G. W. FOOTE.

Editorial

61 Farringdon Street, Kondon, E.C.4.
Telephone No.: Central 2412,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

T /UNIR, 1. h. Bowers, P. J. Morse and others.-
X p s for useful cuttings.

not a “DamSon.—Thanks for correction, which has been
XK note also your endorsement of what we had to
itn 3 °UN"Ic h.B.C. Broadcast. We cannot see how any
N ° laMe person could disagree with it. It is not much
dv Yrow'nS angry with the censorship of Hitler, when our
, 1 governors go just as far as they dare in the same
direction.

*** AND Others.—We do not think that any useful pur-
lj se "°uld be served by publishing the many letters we
ly!"6 rece'ved, many from those who knew Bradlaugh, con-
the toast of the King that was impudently thrust
f-ei'fenarv Banquet bv Colonel Wedgwood. They

Q1 one line, and voice indignation at the occurrence.

. °*°nel Wedgwood wishes to vindicate or explain his

lia °n>that is another matter. But we have said what we
v 1,° say, and we knew that in such a connexion we were
'Hung tlie general opinion of the Freethought Tarty in

are ™

,“&«fountry.
's™. lix— Thanks for praise of the Bradlaugh Number. In
e °f the very large number printed, we are bound to
serve the few copies we have left for special purposes.
(or ordinary trade purposes the issue has to be considered
llie °f Print. 1t would he rather too expensive to reprint
it would possible sell for some

> ngymber, although
«l I. (! . ) .

«%ILL (Sydney).—Article received, and will be used at
j Il early date.

b (Johannesburg).—Will use. Thank you.
e Bath—A well deserved snub, but it takes a lot to
1Gk the impudence of the Salvation Army.
g r‘freethinker“ Is supplied to the trade on sale or
1"rn. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
ThePorted to this office.
~ Secular Society, Limited Office is at 62 Farringdon
T)drcet’ London, F..CA4.
f National Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon
\j eet. London, E.C.4.
Jlen the services of the National Secular Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services arc required, all com-
IBinications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. H.
fy. OSetti, giving as long notice as possible.
‘ends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
k 'narking the passages to which they wish us to call
Option.
aers for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
°l the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
T*rdmot to the Editor.
If " Freethinker “ will be forwarded direct from the pub-
‘sktng office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) ;—
year' j~/m jiaij year> y16: three months, 3/9.
< Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
the Pioneer Press,” and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
t Clerkcnwell Branch.”
cctiire notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, T.ondon,
i“C4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Sugar Plums.

Q '10 Liverpool Branch opened its winter lecturing season
1 Sunday last with a fine meeting in the Picton
The Picton Hall is a splendid building for

large gathering, and every seat was occupied when Mr.

, *eii stepped on the platform to deliver his lecture on
'diaries Bradlaugh.” For an hour and forty minutes the

"Lienee remained without the least sign of impatience,
"d the cheering when the lecturer resumed his seat was
i|jlongc>d and hearty. We are informed that over 300
Kol=le were turned away, unable to gain admittance. Mr.
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Short, the President of the Branch occupied the chair, and
made a strong appeal for support for the weekly meet-
ings, which we hope will meet with a good response.

There was a great demand for the Bradlaugh issue of
the Freethinker, but only a limited number were avail-
able. A great quantity of literature was sold, which
should also bring good results.

The lecturer to-day (October 22) will be Dr. Carmichael.
He will speak on “ The Black Death.” The lecture will
be illustrated by lantern slides. The meeting will be
held in the Transport Hall, Islington, Liverpool, and we
advise those who wish to get in to be at the hall early.

The weather in Manchester and district was vile on
October 16, and that prevented the Stockport Town Hall,
a large and handsome building, from being crowded out
for the Bradlaugh Celebration. But there was a good audi-
ence, and the speeches left nothing to be desired. The
-Mayor occupied the chair, and paid a very handsome and
well expressed tribute to Bradlaugh. Colonel D’Estrange
Malone and Mr. Phillip Oliver gave two excellent
speeches, to which no exception could be taken. Mr.
Cohen brought the proceedings to a close with a speech
which sent everyone into the wet in a good humour.

There was no mistaking the success of the debate be-
tween Mr. Cohen and the Rev. Mr. McQueen, in the
Berkeley Hall, Glasgow, which was crowded long before
the commencement, and as many were outside the
hall as there were inside. The pressure on the doors
was such that the police had to be sent for in order to
induce the crowd to disperse. And the advertising of the
debate had been on the small side—which, as it hap-
pened, was all for the best.

Mr. James Maxton, M.P., presided, and, as was ex-
pected, did so in a quite admirable manner. His intro-
duction of the two speakers, and his response to the vote
of thanks at the end of the debate were marked with his
usual wit and pointedness. A man with a great and
deserved influence over an audience.

Mr. McQueen was quite pleasant in manner, but he had
the usual failing with Christian clergymen—want of
adequate acquaintance with the Freethought case. But
the discussion was on both sides conducted with good
humour, and was listened to with keen attention by the
audience. The only complaint made during the evening
was from Mr. Cohen, who had to reprove listeners for
wasting his time in applause. People who applaud
during a debate mean well, but they often waste valuable
time.

We must counsel those who wish to secure a copy of
the practically complete works of Ingersoll in one volume
for six shillings to send their order at once. This contains
the twelve volumes of the Dresden edition costing
about eight pounds. When this stock is disposed of it
may not be possible to secure more copies. The volume
extends to nearly 1,000 pages, and is beyond question
the greatest book-bargain ever offered to Freethinkers.

Illustrations continue to occur of the truth of what we
have said about the attempt to bury the real Bradlaugh
by picturing him as quite a good character, but----- . For
example, on October 11, the late Dean of Durham, pub-
lished in the Times a letter which makes the manoeuvre
just a little too obvious. Dr. Welldon says that he re-
spected and esteemed Bradlaugh very much. He was an
entirely honest controversialist—“ at least in politics” ;
if “ he exposed himself at times to the charge of unfair-
ness in his treatment of religion, the reason lay not so
much in his intention as in his ignorance, for theology
was to him a sealed book.” *“ He fought the battle of
freedom with courage, and in the end with success.” But
“a strange fate seems to have fallen upon all the organ-
ized agencies of his life.”  Mrs. Besant proved herself



690

“ a renegade to his principles.” “The National Reformer
is dead.” It has not been easy to discover “ the Halls of
Science, which were the frequent scenes of his oratorical
addrsses,” and “ so far as my knowledge of Manchester
and other cities is extent the advocates of Bradlaughian
Atheism, when they come to lecture ethere, have, in
recent lectures attracted little notice from the Press.”
“ The mind of his fellow, countrymen . has moved,
slowly but surely away from his wholly negative posi-
tion.” What a fine illustration of what we foresaw
would happen, and which we have been fighting ever
since the press campaign forced the public to notice the
centenary. But we fancy we have done something to
prevent the second funeral of Bradlaugh,

Consider the Dean. The reason of Bradlaugh’s uncon-
scious unfairness in religion is because he was ignorant of
theology. If that were true then his ignorance must
have been shared by the clergy of his time, for the theo-
logy he attacked was the theology they defended. If the
Dean means that the theology he attacked is now nearly
dead, one would like to be told of another man who did
more to kill it than did Bradlaugh. The Reformer is dead,
but is that very uncommon with a paper that is created
by one man, and which largely lives on the personalityl
of its founder. And the Freethinker is very much alive.
We very humbly call Dr. Welldon’s attention to the fact,
and it has probably the widest circulation that any Free-
thought paper has ever had,; How many Halls of Science
were there ever in England.? Never more than three or
four. But Secular Halls still exist, and the meetings are
now carried on in far finer and larger halls than were
possible to Freethought lectures—except when Bradlaugh
himself was speaking—all over the country. Audiences
also are larger and the sale of literature greater. If Dr.
Welldon had been present at the huge meeting at Man-
chester, recently addressed by the President of the N.S.S.,
we hardly think he would have decided that Bradlaugh’s
work was dead— at least he would not have done so where
the possibility of an immediate reply existed.

u
It is true that little notice is taken of Freethought meet-

ings in the press. But, bless the man, he is unfair,
“ not so much in his intention as in his ignorance.” He
does not remember that even in Bradlaugh’s time, his

lectures on Freethought were very seldom noticed in the
press. His political lectures received more attention,
but there was not so much danger in doing it, just as it
is safe to praise Bradlaugh the politician now. That
pleases some and offends nobody. How many press
notices appeared of Foote’s lectures? How many appear
of Mr. Cohen’s, in spite of large meetings held in central
halls ? Again, Dr. Welldon sins not “ in intention but in
ignorance,” or he would know that editors do not shut
out reports of secular meetings because the}7, personally,
will not have them, but because when they are printed so
many of the Christian clergy and so many lay Christians
write protesting against Freethinking views being given
to the public. Dr. Welldon can hardly be so oblivious
to what is going on around him as to assert that anti-
Christian opinions are weaker than they were. Indeed,
we fancy that he has himself called attention to their
prevalence. If that be so, how can Bradlaugh’s work be
considered a failure ? But we suppose something must
be done to distract attention from the real Bradlaugh,and
the playing of the able parliamentarian, and the well-
meaning but mistaken man are as good cards as any.

On Sunday next Mr. Cohen will pay a special visit to
Hull. He will speak in the Royal Institution, Albert
Street, Hull, in the afternoon at 2.45. His subject will
be “ Charles Bradlaugh.”

A debate has been arranged between Mr. Arnold lL.nun
and Mr. Cohen, to take place in the Conway Hall, on
November 21. The subject for discussion is “ That
.Science discredits the idea of God.” Tickets for the dis-
cussion are sixpence and one shilling each, and can be
obtained at the Freethinker Office. We advise early pur-
chase. Judging by the way tickets are being sold, the
Conway Hall will not be nearly large enough for the
occasion.
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Iconoclast.

Champion of Liberty: Charles Bradlaugh CC,L' .
Volume. (C. A. Watts & Co., and the Pioneer
2s. 6d: net.)i
No ene whd@'is attracted towards the life-histon of
of the noblest pioneers and greatest men figr ¢
lived can neglect this book.

It is a work boiled down—on the whole vv|tlr
and success—from a couple of hundred books a
pamphlets. To the student of its times it is 4 a
indispensable. In these pages there is presen e
panorama of the life and times of Charles BradkRGj
probably the most outstanding— certainly the boh
figure in the stormy social and political life of Eng
during the latter half of the nineteenth century.

Born of humble parentage in Hackney, in 133
Bradlaugh, by sheer force of personality, 'v°n to?
dominant place in the sociological, theological» a
political life of his country.

He was'sixteen when hik first jiamphlet was I&@’\
and lie had started his career hs an orator—in
open-air—even before that; at the age of fifty-sevd
died in the service of his country; worn cut and s
by his struggles with authority; dead but nnv
quished. Bradlaugh’s motto was “ Thorough .
in his whole life he never falsified the word d 1
implications.

This book is an admirable account, by half a ¢y )
authorities, of the many-faceted activities Of tIp
heroic and honest man; execrated by the bigaot
the brutalized, the pious, the ignorant, there "
always a minority ready and eager to honour
Serve, to applaud him in his hours of private
of temporary public defeat and humiliation. J»
minority ~always saw him arise victorious in the ¢
this was at once their justification and their fe" a
and it was all that they asked. iX

Happy is the pioneer with such a following;
this respect, at least, was Charles Bradlaugh f*’
nate. Fortunate, too, is the worker who is hapP?
his friends; and the subject of.this memoir wa gs'

. R . 10
surcdly net herein lacking. Annie Besaut, li$
greatest woman-propagandist of her century, was
intimate colleague; a great poet, James Tirol'LN
(B.V.), was with him on his paper; on his staff
occasional contributors, were scores of writers "
were, in their degrees, experts in the vail
branches of reform whereof they wrote. This caj(
logue of names is far too long to be given here; eve"
part. But it is noteworthy that the National
former “ raised ” more than one writer who was aftc,_
wards himself—in some cases, herself—to play a Qi
spicuous editorial part. Such were G. IT. Reddalhj
Harriet Law, Annie Besant, G. W. Foote, W. Stc'w\

eVl

Ross (“ Saladin ”), John M. Robertson, Chatc"
Watts, and—if 1 may include a celebrated a!'(-
too-little-remembered  sub-editor—Joseph  Mas?
Wheeler.

With certain of these there were to>occur disseusi”™
later-on; but this is not the place to write Qll
theme.

This book proves conclusively, and in an exceeding
interesting way, how forceful was Bradlaugh as a”
orator. The most varyiugly-minded auditors were n"
pressed by his power of public utterance, the pungent
of his .eloquence; such varying critics were GeorgL
Meredith, G. B. Shaw, G. W. Foote, T. P. 0 'Coon°r;
Professor John Stuart Blackie, John M. Robertson- ™
a debater his skill and prowess were unquestioned. I'1
these matters, as may he gathered from this absorbing
book, all the testimony goes one way.

Bradlaugh was the most catholic— using that woi'T,
of course, with a small c— of all the reform-leaders 0
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time. He was an Atheist, a Republican, a
Radical, a Land-Reformer, a Divorce-Reformer, a
!uisian; always on the side of the working-classes,
= more intelligent of whom adored him, he was tne
Krret advocate of self-reliance, as against an\ orm o
Socialism, which, rightly or wrongly, he rigorously
°Pl>ced  This is neither the time nor the place to
direct Bradlaugh's political views; but no serious
a’'tic has dared to question either his sincerity or ns
ermination in putting his case. He "as u er\
Inl unswervingly honest; and, so rare a vir ue is
horesty in politicians, that this book is almost unique
presenting a portrait of a man who, entering Par ia
"cut, remained entirely uncorrupted. | can imagine
"°'uglier praise to accord to any public man than turn
"'s>as | have already said, almost though no q
"'u unique record.

L'kc all reformers who devote their lives, gifts ai
,\leg:es tc the poor and the dispossessed, *a< a
among the best-hated men of his time. The rich
Powerful, almost without exception, from the
Em)JD downwards, Wnited in execrating, vilifying,
wanderifij amél decrying the man whose crime was
jﬁat he1insisted upon his right to alleviate the suffer-
lak e POOL” aiK' ignorant by enlightening tlie
il n"Ss wherein the “upper classes” wished them to
lain for the sake of maintaining the supremacy of
alleged aristocracv

in1]. 's fo'd fully both by pen and cartoon in this

p ‘s esPecially telling is a sympathetic little tail-

.'roni Punch, by Harry Furniss. It is called

Xit> and it gives perfectly a back-view of the

S ' her > prematurely aged and broken past mending
s gargantuan efforts for human freedom.

lat “ Iconoclast,” to use his early nom-de-guerre,
O fhe friendship of such contemporaries as T. P.
. mUor, Henrt Labouchere1 Moncure D. Conway
¢ = lnomas Burt, amongst innumerable others, is a
, ilately efficient reply to his detractors. In this book
11 ™e found his contemporaries’ judgments upon
\j ' Collectively they- form an exhaustive and final
Station of his life-works. These criticisms are
not merely to an understanding of Brad-

. liiniself, but to a collective grasp of the
U Itical and social trends-and-touches of the nine-
'”hcentury.

ii a Malthusian, Bradlaugh, and with him Annie
(esai,t in her heroic period, only escaped prison be-
'I'se of a legal flaw in the indictment. That he
'a'y courted confinement in an English prison,
a" the physical discomforts and moral obloquies
sisa"cd by it, on behalf of the poor, to whom he in-
e that it was only right to impart certain sex-
G.yMMge, is an unanswerable reply to those of his
$.t?s and calumniators who charge him with self-
j n8and fame-hunting. The full tale of epic hero-
Is given in this book, with an account of the
W0Ssal legal struggles wherein he was engaged;
f] trcfroni lie emerged victoriously; and so broken
1 Ms victories cost him his life.

M addition to his immense editorial labours, Brad-
§Tih ran his own publishing house; he and Annie
~ aR Were proprietors of The Freethought Publish-
¢p™.Company, in its day the most important enterprise
g Its kind. The number of his own pamphlets is
¥ 11 one hundred; there are ten or a dozen books to

Mcount; and there must be at least forty printed
.(e—ates, many of them issued in pamphlet-form.
m'tre is a good, though not exhaustive, bibliography

"le end of this history. This needs revision.

j, ""adlaugh was unquestionably the greatest lay-
ff 'Ver of ins time; and throughout his life he gave
‘cgal advice to the poor and the worried.
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There are one or two errors in this book that might
well be corrected in a future edition. Bradlaugh’s
first pamphlet is dated 1849; and not 1850, as is
wrongly stated. His first book began to appear, in
penny numbers, in 1857. This | have proved con-
clusively in the Freethinker for July 21, 1929. The
editor of Champion of Liberty gives the date wrongly
as 1S5S. Bradlaugh’s editorship of the Investigator
began in November, not March, 1858.

The part played by Bradlaugh in public life can
best be estimated by the number of references, carica-
tures and cartoons referring to him. | myself
counted sixty or so in a single year’s issues—in the
‘eighties— of the conservative and scurrilous “comic”
paper, Moonshine. Press-references ran into tens of
thousands; it is by these cuttings that a public man’s
hold of the popular imagination may be gauged. By
this gauge Bradlaugh shares with Gladstone the
doubtful honour of being the most lampooned public
man of his time.

One omission that | find in this book is to me a re-
grettable one. The most intimate and psychologic-
ally-accurate picture that | have seen, was that issued
by G. W. Foote in 1891, just after Bradlaugh’s death.
This pamphlet, revised from Freethinker articles, was
called “ Reminiscences of Charles Bradlaugh.” There
is, of course, as there had to be, a quotation from
Foote; but this particular pamphlet has been ignored.

Bradlaugh’s work for the liberation of India, and for
the secularization of Sunday, were among his con-
tributions to that human welfare whereto his whole
“ thorough ” life was dedicated. He was tremendous
physically, mentally and morally. Foote, always a
fine phrase-maker, calls him “ a Colossus of Man-

hood.” The description could not be bettered. It is
entirely true; and, in an impression, no, more is
demanded.

The sectional writers of Champion of Liberty are
Mr. Chapman Cohen, Dr. C. V. Drysdale, Mr. W.
Ilvor Jennings, and Sir John Hammerton; Mrs.
Hypatia Bradlaugh Bonner has compiled the biblio-
graphy; Mr. Charles Bradlaugh Bonner, Bradlaugh’s
grandson, has given valuable aid; and the whole
volume has been edited by Air. J. P. Gilmour.

The book contains fourteen text pictures, mainly

cartoons; thirteen plates, whereof eight are portraits;
and an exquisite and unforgettable photogravure
frontispiece-portrait by Walter Sickert. Including
the introductory-leaves the hook holds three hundred
and sixty large pages; and the price is lialf-a-crown
for a well-clad, cloth-hound production.
As prices go, in these days, the book would he
reasonable ” at twelve-and-sixpence. For a fifth of
that sum the fortunate reader may acquire an adequate
and well-penned account of the greatest hero,
humanist and reformer of the latter half of the Nine-
teenth Century.

Victor B. Neuburg.

On the Origins of Christianity.

(Concluded from page 675.)

The second part of Mr. Whittaker’'s book dealt first
with the Acts, and then with the Pauline Epistles,
according to the advanced criticism of the famous
Dutch critic, W. C. Van Manen. Readers of the
article cn Paul in the Encyclopedia Biblica will have
had already a good idea of the drastic, almost anni-
hilating views on the great Apostle of the Gentiles
given there by Van Manen. Up to the beginning of
the nineteenth century critics were nearly unanimous
in accepting the traditional view of Paul, the one-time
fanatical and persecuting Jew, Saul, who, after being
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specially favoured with a vision of Jesus, became his
greatest missionary and apostle, journeying here,
there and everywhere, carrying the priceless message
of the Gospel, and writing the thirteen epistles in the
New Testament which bear his name and an extra
one, so to speak, which brings the number up to four-
teen, and which does not bear his name. Even Robert
Taylor, convinced as he was that Jesus was purely
mythical, believed in the Paul of tradition, so hard is
it to eradicate fully the fictions circulated so assidu-
ously by the Church.

Early last century, however, the famous German
critics began to investigate Biblical problems with a
greater thoroughness than had hitherto prevailed, and
the famous Tubingen school arose. Briefly it came to
the conclusion that only four of the Epistles of Paul
were really genuine— though it admitted interpolations
even in these—namely, Romans, Corinthians and
Galatians. The others Avere, bluntly speaking, for-
geries. Paul, of course, was a real personage, and his
vigorous style and personality were unmistakably
present in the four epistles. Although the Tibingen
school found it extremely difficult to reconcile Acts-
with the Epistles, the Paul of one being most unlike
the Paul of the other, the difficulty was surmounted
by putting up a case for the Jewish Christians of Peter
constantly at loggerheads with the Gentile Christians
of Paul, and bringing in a redactor or redactors, who,
for the sake of the Church, glossed over the enmity in
what are called *“ tendency ” writings. W. R.
Cassels, the author of Supernatural Religion, and
Edwin Hatch, the orthodox, but brilliant scholar,
whose works are some of the most notable contribu-
tions to the history of Christianity, both agreed here
Avith the Tibingen school.

It AAs the Dutch Professor, Van Manen, who re-
fused, as soon as he commenced to investigate the
problem for himself, to accept any conclusion not
based on what he considered the facts of the case.
For example, Paul proclaims himself a Jew. Yet as
Mr. Whittaker, following Van Manen, points out:—

In spite of Paul positively assuring us that he is
a born Israelite, the writer (of Romans) comes for-
ward constantly in the character of a Greek. He
speaks Greek and thinks in Greek. His conscious-
ness of being a Greek and not a Jew is betrayed by
expressions . . . He nowhere gives any sign of
having consulted the Hebrew text of the Old Testa-
ment . . . This is certainly not what we should ex-
pect from the former pupil of Gamaliel ... Of
acquaintance with Hebrew there is not a trace.

A footnote quotes the learned Jewish writer, Mr.
C. G. Montefiore, who, in a study of the Pauline
Epistles—which he believed to be written by Paul—
yet felt bound to say : “ Either this man Paul Aves
never a Rabbinic Jew at all, or he has quite forgotten
Avhat Rabbinic Judaism Awes and is.” Van Manen’s
reasons against the authenticity of the four “genuine”
epistles, and for placing them in the second century,
are very carefully summarized by Mr. Whittaker, and
in this he has done Freethought a very great service.
We have in his book arguments against an epistle-
Avriting Paul, Avliich help the myth theory of Robert-
son, Drews and other believers in the non-historicity
of Jesus, and drives another nail in the coffin of Christ-
ianity. One by one the old impregnable positions of
this religion manned by an impressive array of great
minds have been sapped. One by fine they are being
given up. By cutting at the very roots of so-called
church history, a history surrounded by events Avhich
never took place except in the minds of ascetics and
monks, and ignorant “ Fathers,” the Avhole super-
structure of fraud and credulity and superstition is
bound in the end to fall.

Nearly all the semi-orthodox defenders of a real
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Jesus, as avcll as those timid Freethinkers who are also
sure of his existence, point to Paul as one of their

greatest “ standbys.” Paul believed in a genuire

Jesus, licav could he possibly believe in and wiite

about a myth, they cry? They forget—convenient!.

— Vat} Manen and his arguments. BU# it Will vell re-
pay the reader to study Avhat the Dutch Pitfessor hes

to say, and in particular in the light of the Be¢
Biblical criticisms and discoveries touched up

Mr. Whittaker in his prologue and epilogue. ~

For myself, | should like to summarize him
has summarized Van Manen, but space forbids. ~ ~
fascinating story— this criticism of the legends j"
were invented around a possibly real Paul, an |
ary fired Avith the zeal of a neAv religion of sonic k
though Ahat it actually Avas seems also lost ,m"ke
mists of antiquity.” Certain it is, through nien
him and Peter the beginnings of Christianity j
have taken place, and even if Paul and Petcr
radically different viervs on the question, there ca| Gf
no doubt that at some time after their deaths,
followers made determined attempts to reconci ™
difference and fuse the Avhole into what became *
Avards the Catholic religion.

Yet the solution to the problem of Paul does ©
solve the question, Avhat are the origins of h »
ianity? It only shows 1Is that there were w *
deeply religious and imbued with a mystical gl
ism, Avlio addressed certain communities able to 1
stand their mysticism, Avho eventually called
selves Christians. How did they arise ? Were
just the decendants of Jervish Messianic sects,
Avith “ mysteries,” or Avith a Saviour of some
crucified or not? And is the Ncav Testament, n
of repository of redacted Avritings, the finished Pr(x
of edited and re-edited sayings, letters, j°IU
accounts and Avhat not? The literature in eX's™ jwe
Avhich has come from scholars in an attempt to
the historical and textual difficulties of the Chrls”y
religion is immense. | wonder Avhat later and PosS], jj
better equipped Avriters will say Avlien they survey
mass of misdirected effort, when they can say 1
and here only is the truth. H. CuTNfiF

This Tithe.

“ What the age feels, thinks and feels, what h
and will have, it gives expression to, and this 15
material of modern literature.”—Heine.

The Anglican clergy were the only class Avlio with j
usual subtlety avoided economy cuts. But it does ™
now appear they are going to get atvay Avitli it qu,tcr,]
comfortably as usual. Owing to the acute agricitW”.
depression, many farmers are faced with bankfl'l’ j
and are quite unable to meet the claims for tithe.
at first was merely casual and isolated has notv devch”
into a well-organized anti-tithe movement. n
numerous distraints for arrears, and the tragi-cit®,
scenes that haA*e occurred accompanied by violence .
an attempt has been made to sell by auction liF1
roused so much interest that the London daily presS H*V
finds it good copy. This is all to the good, for the '
last thing the church wants is the searchlight turnel
the sources of its income. The public, who, unless s ~
of it happened to be tithe-payers, were hardly arvare ere'i
was such a thing as tithe existing, are now taking a
interest and following events closely. o

Tithe is largely the property of the resident v,cariil
rector. It rests with him if distraint is made-or not, *
the merciless way in Avhich the IaAV is being used to
cover it is bringing the parson into, bad odour. V ¢
churchwardens, sidesmen, etc., are farmers, and tl'.
are resigning their offices. Congregations are also fab »~
rff. In many instances some Avho have been _ _dlls
churehpeople for years are glad of this excuse to bre,l]
away and spend Sundays motoring or in other waysi
is not likely they will ever return to church.
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| 's a consummation devoutly to be desired that all this
agitation should lead to disestablishment and disendow-
"lent, The church is divided against itself and riven with
schisrrs, and is in no strong united position to.withstand
au attack. Unfortunately'farmers have a superstitious
rcerence for the church. Nothing but the sternest
Necessity would ever have made them protest against or
rcfuse tithe payments. There is a lurking belief in their
'muds that tithe is the sacred property of the church.
they run as much risk in interfering with it as
jzai did in touching the sacred ark of the covenant.
Jie official policy of the National Farmers’ Union calls
A So<re alteration in the present law. But the Queen
'"He's Bounty is adamant and will not yield. d'le
"anSer is that with this reactionary Government, tithe,
"Wch amounts to about £3,000,000 per annum, will be
"W °«t of the exchequer.

Tie hostility of the workers to the introduction of
Nachinery in the beginning of the nineteenth century
lildthe general social conditions were faithfully recort ec
and preserved in fiction in Charlotte Bronte’s Shirley
pov the ferment of the tithe agitation has inspired
another remarkably good piece of work which ought to
e °f special interest to Freethinkers by its attacks on
he clergy and its downright fearless rationalism, the
authoress is a lady interested in farming, resident m
Suffolk. Her name is Doreen Wallace, the title of the
T°k Published bv Bcnn being The Portion of the Lcvites.
lle price is 7s. 6d., rather a lot for a novel, but as there
le 320 closely printed pages the price is not too high.
htle \*rend caustic cynicism implied in the expressive
tigj [IS.characteristic of its tone throughout. The “ por-
Ti. Is tithe and the Levites, of course, are the clergy,
syle is terse and direct, the dialogue is brisk, the
, "litiy characters talk naturally, and do not weary us
L}’ggefng garrulous and giving expression to a surfeit of
'.l Ipmarks. Laura Campbell, fresh from Oxford,
32“ creughly modern ideas on marriage, education,
S fakes up duties in a small country village. Very
1. 1 fuc reader understands that the chief concern of
.'lIra and her colleagues is not so much education as
prrill°ny. Laura is successful and marries a pros-
it.'18 farmer of the squire class. The probationary
tO IOf °f married life, the readjustment and getting used
another’s ways, are dissected, analysed and sub-

to the reader.

1 ‘ailra does not find her husband much of an intel-
iu llaf companion. lie is the tj’pical English gentle-
p'.l farmer, a churchwarden who holds a number of
tp llc offices because he is expected to. Most of his
1jhe is taken up with cattle and crops and markets,
tin'll co,nes troulile, heavy losses, incidental to agrieul-
T\ wkich bring him to the very edge of bankruptcy.
.."s is where the novelist is true to life. The woman is
& lcal an<f resourceful. The poor husband breaks
iii'i" lin(der fi,e strain. Faced with ruin a claim conies
I Ortithe. It is then they have to struggle and deprive
calves in order, to give for the support of the sliift-
s>incompetent, idle noodle whose sexual morals are
sPeet, cannot keep the simplest parish accounts and
("ts all the duties on to his parishioners. Those who
in the country know how true and just this descrip-
lQl is- On some of his occasional visits to the Hardings,
Tlra (Mrs. Harding) has him to herself and does not
laie fijm The Rev. Mallory makes a very poor show
110 he tries to exalt his high mass practices, and his
f)ref in the real presence. “ Well | eanna say | care
Tour cannibal faith. Nothing to go to church for |
1.ar]. | can eat my god at home, com and meat and
I k—every meal a communion.” The Rev. Mallory
jj°ked dazed, “ communion with what?” To this Mrs.
j arding replies, “ with the force outside ourselves, the
A that causes things to grow, and to be harvested for
growth of other things, and so on ad infinitum. This
bth of flesh-eating and blood-drinking is just the
'hire-worship of all religions. Every few years a new
.i¢ is eaten, because while man yearns for gods he is
Ninitiated by the desire for food.” The interview ends
».'m the deadly hit. “ Tt seems to me that to be Catholic
, you, one has to be either extraordinarily simple-
"ltided or intellectually dishonest.”
M. Barnard.
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The Anatomy of Intolerance.

Any persecutor to any victim.

LET us reason together : perchance we may reach
Some logical basis for freedom of speech ;

For we both feel a call ; we have talents designed

To persuade, and instruct, and enlighten mankind—
Yet the primary fact we must face all along

Is that I'm in the right and that you're in the wrong.

Now the voice of right reason, secure in its clarity,
Can never be silenced by stripes and barbarity ;

Yet power, when employed without conscience or ruth,
May hinder the spreading of wisdom and truth—

Hence, since I'm in the right, it is easy to see
That, when you are in power, you must tolerate me.

Yet a ruler, however paternal and mild,
When he sees his poor people by sophists beguiled,

May be forced to invoke the law’s uttermost terror
To discourage the teaching of damnable error—

Hence, since }-ou’re in the wrong, it is patently true
That, when | am in power, | must persecute you.

Then how rash to compare this paternal correction
(By justice inspired and dispensed with affection)

To the brutal suppression of freedom of speech
If your turn came to rule, and my turn came to preach—

And how luck}- it is, in this crucial hour,
That | find myself both in the right and in power.

MacFi.ecknoe.

(Reprinted by permission of the Author and
of “ The New Statesman and Nation/’)

Correspondence.

METHODIST MEMBERSHIP.

Sir,— 1 have just had my attention drawn to your lead-
ing article entitled, “ That Religious Revival,” in your
issue of October 15. Will you permit me to correct one
part of that article. Unfortunately, in my News-
Chronicle article the two words, “ and abroad ” were
somehow left out. | corrected the error in the next
issue of the News-Chronicle, but evidently the writer of
your article did not see it. You make me say, " since
1910 the Methodist Churches have lost 184,253 members.”
That is, of course, not true, and the next sentence to it
(printed in thick type in 1113 article) showed that it was
a mere error of transcription, for that sentence read, “For
the last quarter of a century Methodism in Great Britain
has made no progress at all.” That is the position. The
figures for the last twenty-five }-ears are level. | am sure
}You will insert this so that your readers may get a correct
view. The correction of that error alters none of the
conclusions of my article, but, needless to say, 1 do not
accept your interpretation of them.

James Mackay (Rev.)
St. George’s Methodist Church, Boscombe.

A PLEA FOR FAIRNESS.
To the Editor op the “ Freethinker.”

Sir,—Although interested in the brewing trade, I am
willing at all times to discuss any- reasonable criticism
of it, but I must protest against the attacks of G.F.G. in
“ Powder and »Shot,” in your issue of the 8th inst.

In an article a little over two columns in length (in-
cluding a long extract from the Manchester Guardian,
which has nothing at all to do with this subject) I find
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there are nine reference to “ Brewers ” and to “ Beer,”
not one of which has the backing of any authority, and
which, moreover, has no foundation in fact.

They would appear to be the production of the brain
of G.F.G., who, at a guess, must be one of those rabid
teetotallers, whose statements should be dropped into the
W.P.B. rather than soil the columns of the Freethinker.

R. H. Yeldham.

MANCHESTER BRANCH N.S.S.

The Manchester Branch has experienced crowded meet-
ings from time to time, particularly when Mr. Cohen has
been the speaker, but so far as the writer is aware it has
never been necessary to refuse admission. This was how-
ever the position on Sunday, when the Branch held their
first meeting in the new room—the Clarion Cafe, Market
Street, Manchester. Every seat was occupied, many were
standing, but though the audience was packed like
sardines they listened with extreme interest to a lecture
by Dr. Carmichael on “ The Black Death.” Dr. Car-
michael is a deservedly popular lecturer—avoiding all
trace of dogmatism, he nevertheless gets home his points
in a quiet way that admits of no dispute. All who have
heard him will admit that while he does not “ overload ”
his audience and avoids the sin of repetition, yet his
message sinks home. On Sunday he was no exception—
his picture of a ghastly phrase in the history
of Europe—as he described it “ a nightmare of horror,”
which was illustrated by lantern slides, was most illum-
inating (in a double sense), and at the conclusion there
was no need for him to stress his point that so far as the
“ Black Death ” was concerned the action of the (Roman)
Church was a chapter of ignorance and cruelty so horrible
as to be scarcely believable. In a convincing manner he
drew the parallel between the middle ages and the
present time and showed clearly that the advances made
had been the result of science and knowledge and owed
nothing to God.

Many questions were asked and satisfactorily dealt
with—there was a good sale of literature, and the result
was a happy augury for the success of future meetings.

On Sunday October 15 Mr. G. Whitehead lectured 0Ol
“Marxian, and other Interpretations of History,” in the
same room at 7.30.—W.C.

Obituary.

Mr. J. G. B. White.

On Monday, October 9, the remains of the late Mr.
J. G. B. White, aged 78, of Stanley, County of Durham,
were laid to rest at Stanley Cemetery, after a somewhat
prolonged decline of vitality. Deceased was at one time
an ardent member of Stanley (and also of Newcastle)
Branch of N.S.S., which he joined over forty-three years
ago. His genial disposition and generous encouragement
in various ways greatly endeared him to the younger
members of the movement. Over a year ago, believing
his end was near, he requested Mr. Brighton to read a
.Secular burial address, which wish was feelingly carried
out, and attentively listened to by a large number of
mourners and friends, Cliester-le-Street and Newcastle
Branches both being represented. The latter Branch will
miss his generous help.—J.G.B.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

For an lllustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth
Control Requisites and Books, send a ij~d. stamp to:

l. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks,

ESTABLISHED NEARLY HALF A CENTURY.
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SUNDAY LECTUKE NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, Lori| 10

E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they «
inserted.

LONDON,

INDOOR.

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Kel* ~
Square, W.C.i) : n.o, C. Delisle Burns, M.A., D.Lit--"
and Moral Authority.”

Study Circle (N.S.S. Office, 62 Farringdon Street,
8.0, Monday, October 23, Mr. J. Ratcliffe—* Christian! 5
Woman.”

The Metropolitan Secular Society (Reggiori's R&t®&0
ant, 1 Euston Road, opposite King’'s Cross Station) ' /™N\&
Sidney R. Elliott (Editor Reynolds's)—* The Nation's - L
papers.”

OUTDOOR.

Fulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (The Grov’e"r(lll,,t.“
mersmith) : 7.45, Mr. L. Ebury—The Sermon on the M°
Freethinkers on Sale.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond,
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, October 22, Mr. C. Tuson. H& gq
Corner, 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury. South Hill Park, Hainpstea ,
Monday, October 23, Mr. L. Ebury.

South London Branch N.S.S1 (Aliwell Road,
Juuction) : 80, Friday, October 20, Mrs. E. Grout. 1l
well Park, 3.30, Sunday, October 22, Mrs.' E. Grout.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Parl%)\'- IZ%
.Sunday, B. A. Le Maine. 330, Messrs. Tuson and
6.30, Messrs. Bryant, Le Maine and Wood. Wednesday, /
Messrs. Tuson and Wood. Thursday, 7.30, Mr. Colinl’
others. Friday, 7.30, Messrs Bryant and Le Maine.

COUNTRY.

indoor.

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. All members are i’nvr‘1tec.“jO
attend a gathering at Mr. Collingham’s house, 93a
Street, on Sunday evening, October 22, at 7 p.m. ! e

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Godwin Commercial Hotei, © .
win Street) : 7.0, Mrs. J. M. Shaw—* History of Splfl 1
ism.” Members please attend.

Chester Branch N.S.S. (Peoples’ Hall, Delamere Str(dl
7.0, R. Egerton Stafford (Liverpool)—* Atheism.”

East Lancashire Rationalist Association (28
Street, Burnley) ; 230, .Mr. J. Clayton—* The King/™Q"
God oil Earth.”

Glasgow Secular Society (East Hall, M’Lellan GalferfJ
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow) : 7.0, Mr. Andrew Kent, M"
Ph.D., P.C.S.—* The Scientific Foundations of Belief-’

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, HumbersiO"
Gate) : 6.30, Dramatic Performance by the Secular Pla>er: r
“ Maria Magdalena,” followed by the “ Castaway.”
Collection.

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Transport Hall, Islington,
pool, entrance in Christian Street) : 7.0, Dr. C. H. Ross
michael —* The Black Death.” Lantern Lecture.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Clarion Cafe, Market Street
730, (. W. H. Owen (Liverpool)—“ The Future °f
Hlusion.”

Plymouth Branch N.S.S. (Plymouth Chambers, HE ,,
Circus, Hall No. 5 : 7.0, Mr. A. li. Knowles—* Christll
Revivals.”

Seaham Harbour Branch N.S.S., 7.30, Wednesday, OctO1
25, Discussion. Members only.

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Co-operative Rooms, Gr«e
Street) : 7.0, Mr. T. Holliday.

OUTDOOR.

Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level opposite the Market)
7.30, Friday, October 20, Mr. J. T. Byrne—* The Futility "
Prayers.” The Level, 330, Sunday, October 22, Mr. JF
Byrne—* How Children nre ‘ Doped ' with the Bible.”
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national secular society.

CHAPMAN COHEN.
R. H. ROSETTL

President -
General Secretary -

62 PARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C. 4.

Ch" i~a~ona”Secular Society was founded in 1S66 by
13 es Bradlaugh. He remained its President until
ee’rti  before. his death, and the N.S.S. has never
wliH tO bve WP to die tradition of “ Thorough ”
1 hradlaugh by his life so brilliantly exemplified,

p * N.S.S. is the only organization of militant

onr”nkCsS bl COlintry- aims to bring into
"irl ab tllose w”o believe tlie religions of the
1d to be based on error, and to be a source of in-
p P 2° die best interests of Society. It claims that all
O'heal laws and moral rules should be based upon
Bely secular considerations. It is without sectarian
nis or Party affiliations.
v y°" appreciate the work that Bradlaugh did, if
almire the ideals for which he lived and fought™
aJlsn°t enough merely to admire. The need for action
c? @@iibined effort is as great to-day as ever. You
‘" best help by filling up the attached form and
JIni"g the Society founded by Bradlaugh.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

Q FCULARISM teaches that conduct should be based
di\' °n reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of
lla,Ue guidance or interference; it excludes super-
pr Ural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s
y er a'mi and utility as his moral guide,
threJar'sm affirms that Progress is only possible
an?Wl* Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty;
( therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest
1 a' freedom of thought, action, and speech.
‘ecularism declares that theology is condemned by
(liSSn as suPersthi°us. and by experience as mis-
ev°us, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.
sD/"larism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to
, €a€ education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize
n rafiy ; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend
ar'al well-being; and to realize the self-government
People.
& 'e Funds of the National .Secular Society are legally
J/"'red by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President,
a ea*urer and Secretary of the Society, with two others
panted by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
ssible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what-
er funds the Society has at its disposal,
jc he following is a quite sufficient form for anyone
0 desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of
egacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes
°f the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

fab Wy- PePson 's eligible as a member on signing the
owing declaration :—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and |

Pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
Promoting its objects

Dated this......day Of.......cccoooiiiiiiirieees 19—

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
1 a subscription.

¢~S—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per vyear,

tlery member is left to fix his own subscription according
his means and interest in the cause.
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

Issued and Sold by
THE PIONEER PRESS (G. W. Foote & Co., Ltd.)

61 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, K.C.4.
to tr - .

ROBERT ARCH
SOCIETY AND SUPERSTITION. 4d., postage tfd.

CHAPMAN COHEN

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT, Cloth Bound, 5».,
postage 3Ad.

ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING, Three Complete Volume*.
7s. 6d., post free.

GOD AND EVOLUTION. 6d., postage id.

MATERIALISM RE-STATED. Cloth, 2s. 6d, postage atfd.

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE. Cloth 33, postage 3d., Paper
2S., postage 2d.

CHRISTIANITY AND SLAVERY. Cloth 28 6d., postage
3d.; Paper is. 6d., postage ?d.

WAR, CIVILIZATION AND THE CHURCHES. Cloth 3s,
Paper 2s., postage 3d. and 2d. respectively.

Prof. J. V/. DRAPER

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION. 2d., postage Ad.
HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN RELIGION
AND SCIENCE. 39 pages. 2s., postage 4Kd.
ARTHUR FALLOWS
REALISTIC APHORISMS AND PURPLE PATCHES,
Paper Covers, 3s. 6d., postage $Ad.
H G FARMER
HERESY IN ART. 2d., postage Ad.

G. W. FOOTE

BIBLE ROMANCES, as. 6d., postage 3d.
THE BIBLE HANDBOOK. 2s. 6d., postage 2>id.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 2d., postage tfd,
THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. 6d., postage '/id.
SHAKESPEARE AND OTHER LITERARY ESSAYS

Cloth 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

Col. R. G. INGERSOLL

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH, id., postage Ad.
WHAT IS RELIGION? id., postage Ad.
WHAT IS IT WORTH?—id., postage Ad.

DAVID HUME
AN ESSAY ON SUICIDE, id., postage Ad.
ARTHUR LYNCH
BRAIN AND MIND. 6d., postage id,

W. MANN
CHRISTIANITY IN CHINA. 6d., postage id.
MODERN MATERIALISM. Paper is. 6d., postage ad.
PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. 2d., postage Sd.
SCIENCE AND THE SOUL. 3d., postage id.
THE RELIGION OF FAMOUS MEN. id., postage Ad.

GERALD MASSEY
THE HISTORICAL JESUS AND MYTHICAL CHRIST,
6d., postage id.
A. MILLAR
THE ROBES OF PAN. 6d., postage id.
UPASAKA

A HEATHEN'S THOUGHTS ON CHRISTIANITY, i»,
postage id.

GEORGE WHITEHEAD
THE CASE AGAINST THEISM. A Reasonable View of
God. Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d., postage 2}d.
THE COMING OF THE SUPERMAN. 2d., postage Ad-

RELIGION AND PSYCHO-ANALYSIS—
Religion and Women. 6d., postage id.
God, Devils and Men. 9d., postage id.
Sex and Religion, gd., posfage id.
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R CHARLES BRADLAUGH;]

COMPLETE INGERSOLL Champion of Liberty ;
IN ONE VOLUME

T he only complete edition of Ingersoll’s Works is the This is the Ilfe-story of
Dresden Edition, published at Eight Pounds. Now one of the most remarkable
out of print, this edition would cost several pounds, men of the last century, to
second-hand. whom the present genera-
We are able to offer a volume which the Editor tion owes a debt the mag-
modestly calls " Selections from Ingersoll.” As a nitude of which is not often
fact, it .|s Ingersolls. Works complete, Wlth .but realised. Under the general
a few unimportant omissions. Even these omissions . . >
are not serious, since they consist mainly in the avoid- edItOI’ShIp of J. P. Gilmour
ance of repetitions. the story of Bradlaugh’s
This book holds about 1,000 large octavo pages, life and work is told, largely
containing substantially the whole of the twelve vol- in his own words, with

umes of the Dresden Edition. Well-printed, it has an

Introduction, Portraits and Biography. It is edited
by Mr. Ram Gopal, an Indian Barrister of standing,

special contributions by
Dr. Drysdale, John M.

whose work has been a labour of love. We are sure RObertson’ Sir John Ham-
that the book has been produced at considerable cost merton, Chapman Cohen,
to himself. W. lvor Jennings, etc.

A valuable feature of this edition is that it contains
not merely a report of Ingersoll’s replies to eminent

With twenty-eight cartoons

Christian adversaries, but a full reprint of their and portraits. Well bound
criticisms. There is also a complete collection of his and clearly printed
Speeches and Writings on every subject wherewith he 360 pages.

dealt, including his many interesting legal speeches.

We do not hesitate to say that this is the greatest j Price 2s. 6d. net, by post 3s j
bargain ever offered to Freethinkers, here or abroad.

Only a limited number of copies are available. The Issued for the

book cannot be reprinted at anything like the price. Bradlaugh Centenary Committee by
-the PIONEER PRESS and -
WATTS & CO.

Price 6s. Postage 9d.

-4

The PIONEER PRESS SPECIAL OFFER. I

61 Farringdon Street, London, 1

E.C4 i Essays In Freethinkingq
i By CHAPMAN COHEN.
. The Three Volumes Complete of “ Essays in (
¥ Freethinking ” will be sent post free for
* 7a. 6d. v )
) Thk Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street E-C4*
) The Bible and Prohibition. \ &7 noes

IBIBLE AND BEER ]

By ©.W. FOOTE. ) I The Christian Sunday: Its History
l A careful examination of the Relation of the Bible i

* and Christian opinion to the Drink Question. ; |

and Its Fruits

a. d. McLaren

I  Price - Twopence. By Post 3d. ro By

}  The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. J Price 2 d . - Postage id-
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