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i

" and the B.B.C.
t\WMIIPRE in this issue we reprint a correspondence
fllej~ 1 °ur valued contributor, Mr. C. S. Fraser, and
it, ' The correspondence is interesting because
@ves that at all costs the B.B.C. is determined to
o (™ abodyguard for distressed Christians. It means
is FQ Leett it can to keep as many people Christian as
afssitle. Short of one Christian directly attacking
én ,ler Christian the machinery of the B.B.C. is
Cj week after week to this end. A Roman
'l lc may preach hell, a Salvationist may rave
lio U trtood and fire, professors of theology may pro-
a M all sorts of theories concerning the history of
Qf‘s '39% , lecturers may put in the most fantastic
s for the beneficial influence of the Christian
gjérches on painting, sculpture, music, literature,
social reform, but no critically opposing opinion
toleratedl The reply to any such demand—
K. usands of such demands are sent—is that the
H. Sets numerous letters from subscribers express-
Qﬁ'; their appreciation; or that this is a Christian
Chp.ry’ axt-things that would outrage the feelings of
©lks *ns cannot be permitted; or, as in the recent
of at>ont the abolition of slavery, the work
Ue ,lfc Abolitionists is calmly put dowii to
fat UAuence of Christianity, thus ignoring the
tlat Fflat the Christian Bible sanctions slavery,
tid) In°dern slavery was a distinctly Christian institu-
te ' Fhat it assumed a more brutal and a more
0), e<ed form than did ancient slavery, that the
ClesWereamongst the last to liberate their slaves,
tlig. VCle the staunchest backers of slave-owners,
tlle largest slave-owning country in existence is
riiii ~ 6St Christian State in the world, and that very
cl y of tlie most ardent Liberationists were not
ujfans atall. The B.B.C. has grasped thoroughly
Inth that if people are to be kept Christian they

must be prevented knowing the truth about either the

history of that religion or the nature of its doctrines.

The lie of the microphone must be brought in to

bolster up the lie of religion.
*

* *

God and Evolution.

To use a journalistic catch-word, | was greatly “in-
trigued ” by the incident that set Mr. Fraser worry-
ing the B.B.C. in the interests of fair-play. As an
outcome of a wireless talk, someone asked Professor
Julian Huxley why the tse-tse flies were created. He
replied, “ They were not created, they evolved.” The
qguestion, presumably, was asked by some poor, be-
fogged religionist who had been told that God was
good and wise, and who could not reconcile goodness
or wisdom with the creation of tlie tse-tse fly. Of
course Professor Huxley might have ignored the ques-
tion, but that would have looked cowardly.
Or he might have said that the idea of
either nature as a whole, or nature in its particular
aspects, being “ designed ” was a primitive supersti-
tion dressed up in modem language, but that would
have offended the godly folk who control the B.B.C.
Apart from this consideration he might have replied
that creation in the sense used by the religious person
is a myth. For the religious sense of creation is not
that which we have in mind when we speak of an
artist creating a picture, or a builder creating a house.
We mean someone who makes the materials as well
as fashions the product. And that kind of creation
must be everywhere or nowhere. We really cannot
have a deity hopping in and out as he pleases, creat-
ing the humming bird and leaving the tse-tse fly to
fashion itself. So the reply was they were not
created, but (O, blessed word!) evolved. And | ex-
pect that many of the Christian listeners were satisfied
that if Professor Huxley was not quite on the side of
the angels, at least, he was not in violent opposition
to them. But there was at least one listener who felt
that the sanctioning of so un-Christian a theory as
evolution ought not to have been permitted. So he
raised a protest in the Radio Times, and in accordance
with the policy of permitting any exhibition of ignor-
ance or bigotry, so long as it is in defence of re-
ligion, the letter was published, while the one sent
by Mr. Fraser was excluded. And | should not be
surprised to learn that when Professor Huxley, in a
dutiful and child-like manner, submits the manuscript
of liis next talk to the enlightened censorship of the
B.B.C., all dangerous expressions will be properly
amended.

. “ .
God and Nature.

I think the editor of the Radio Times acted very
wisely—that is, if he wished to keep his job. For if
he had permitted the publication of Mr. Fraser’s letter
it might have led to a discussion on the issues raised
therein. In itself, Professor Huxley’s reply was just
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bluii—excusable, perhaps, in the circumstances, but
still bluff. Flis questioner was most probably a be-
liever in God, who after listening to the havoc caused
by the tse-tse flies wondered what purpose they served
in God’s best of all possible worlds. He was told
they were not created— that is they were not intended
to exist, they evolved, that is, they just happened.
That reply would probably satisfy the enquirer, it does
apparently satisfy many believers in God, who seem to
think that if the direct action of God can be placed
sufficiently far back, he can be relieved from responsi-
bility for anything that occurs to-day. But there is
no vital distinction between the act of a man who
scatters abroad a quantity of disease germs, and one
who plans a box which, filled with the same kind of
germ, shall automatically open and discharge its con-
tents in the middle of a city some fifty years hence.
Delayed action, may be as deadly as immediate action;
and because action which has the tse-tse fly as its
product is of the delayed kind, it does not relieve from
responsibility the one who set the process going. Our
criminal law wisely assumes that a man is responsible
for all the consequences that naturally follow from
his actions, although in passing sentence the judge
considers whether the knowledge is of a complete or
incomplete character. On that principle we may pass
unmitigated condemnation on the deity, or we may
accompany the verdict of guilty with a recommenda-
tion to mercy on the ground that he did not quite
know what he was doing, or was mentally unable to
foresee the consequences of his action. That, how-
ever, interferes with the quality of the divine wis-
dom; so, on the whole, it is advisable to refer to the
matter as vaguely and as indefinitely as possible.
There is nothing like a fog to strengthen one’s
“ spiritual vision.”

Why Evolution P

If people will have a God, if they insist on finding
some “ plan of creation,” and insist on applauding
the wisdom and the skill of the plan, they must saddle
the author of it with the responsibility for what
occurs. You cannot have the tse-tse fly happening by
accident and man appearing as part of the plan. In
the structure of the tse-tse fly there is as much in-
genuity displayed as there is in the structure of man.
An earthquake is as much part of the plan as anything
else. A God who sets things going and then sits
watching to see what will happen, is in no sense
different from a man who sets a number of stones roll-
ing down a hillside wondering what, or whom, they
are going to hit. To say to a believer in God that the
unpleasant things are evolved is giving him just
“ dope.” To call “God,” as do so many of our
modern apologists, an ideal that is evolved in the
course of evolution, is hardly dope, it is just fooling.
To exclaim in praise or glorification of a “ life-force ”
as though life were something in itself, and could ever
be more than a name attached to a given collection of
properties, is just scientific nonsense. It is like glori-
fying heat apart from something that is hot, or colour
as an existence apart from something that is coloured.
To identify God with mere existence is absurd, since
it is the characterization of existence, the personifica-
tion of some part of existence that is essential to a God
that is worth troubling about. All this was perfectly
clear to religionists while religion could stand for in-
tellectual men as something real. But when ethical
considerations begin to play their part, when a know-
ledge of nature and of natural processes becomes com-
mon, then we are faced with a different state of
things. These earlier religionists saw quite clearly
and quite properly that if evolution were true the par-
ticular providence of God disappeared; it was
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an ever-acting God that religion needed, n

who set something going a long time ago ai
. - could at
afterwards watched it go. And you smplyfpf e
have a providence which made its presence gL 1 ]
affairs of men, with a universe in which things
. - . e Yinterm
to their natural procession without outside
ence or guidance. These earlier religionists ~
plainly and truthfully that if evolution were true,
was expelled from the world. He was no
necessary to its phenomena. The more astute ™ a
present-day religionists discover that there is b
plan, though no one knows what it is or "
exists. God still operates although no one knous
or where or why. Thousands of parsons Prea® 1M,
God is with WO still—because if he were not sti

us we should soon be without parsons.

But, if there be a God, why, evolution,
plan? A plan is merely a way of getting sonnu
or doing something that cannot be at once aclu ~
But there is no value, there is not even clevern
taking ages to do something that can be done 1IS
aneously. There would be no sense in taking
to build a motor-car if one could cause one to T »
at the word of command. On the hypothesis 0 @
all that can be achieved by millions of years of e j.
tion could have been achieved at once. A P .~
only of value as a means of overcoming A ICcloef
but to create difficulties in order to show how
one can be in overcoming them, is just about as
derful as a conjuror bringing a rabbit out of a r
The sole use of the performance is to fill the on0O
with wonder.

Keeping it Dark. e
The question asked Professor Huxley, why al™ ~
tse-tse flies created, is one that never ought %R“
asked. It belongs to a psychological state
natural objects were believed to be manufacture™”
jects, and when the manufacturer could, and s (
offer some ethical justification of his productions’
there is no “ Why?” in nature, and there is no'
to provide a justification for anything that ek,
The one thing in nature is change, and o/O
claims to be no more than a statement of the 1 ~
the change—that is the conditions under " .a
natural changes occur. The attempts to prove *
things in nature are good or bad, higher or lo\vel\i
all belated survivals of a pre-scientific type of 1 »
It is a type of mind that properly belongs t° ~
temple, not to the laboratory. Its advocates aie>
should be, priests, not scientists.

But | am not surprised that Professor Huxle)’ di
not attempt to uproot the fundamental fallacy ~
obsessed the mind of his questioner. The .E)
would not have liked it. Neither am | sUfPr it
that the editor of the Radio Times refused to 1 .g
Mr. Fraser’'s letter. The B.B.C. has publishd
avowed intention to do what it can to preserve Chl
ianity, and how is this to be done if from the bu*1 0:

which is erected *‘ to the greater

; slorV
God. there come forth letters which
doubts on his wisdom or his goodness, j
suggest that “ God” may he a myth,
houses a number of men who fail to stand

tween the preachers of God and the public? g<
ligions did not originate in criticism, nor are they V
petuated by questions. The halo that crowds
head of the saint is not shapen like a note of interrQ’q
tion, but like unto a great round O; and the or
over, that is expressive of non-understanding woisfief
The B.B.C. is not seeking to create an open f°r
but to perpetuate a closed mind.

Chapman CoB~"'
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Bolstering the Bandits.

Clericalism is the enemy.”—Ganibetta.
“1 don't believe in principle,
But, O 1 do in interest.”—Biglow Papers.

11 Ued to be said that Liberty never failed of its
Varies. It is therefore astonishing to find that a
I°tdar daily newspaper, claiming to be Democracy s
°wn mouthpiece, should so far forget its principles
@10 bestow jis plessing upon one of the worst forces
&i_Reaction.

Sy a% Herald, has always wobbled upon the
‘Al 60 religion. Commenting upon the topical
i, "i dllestion, the Daily Herald broke out as follows

‘ leading article (August 16) :—

lecause the Daily Herald stands for the abolition
,*Hes’ sotne think its attitude in the present dis-
l|.e /s anti-Church. That is not the case. Repeat-
- 'u our columns it has been stated that no settle-

Clu* h™ accely*a’Y® B % inflicts injustice on the
S . . .
° nuch was the Editor in earnest that in an

r Issi>e iof the paper he published an article by

BISt of | iverpool,, defending strongly the posi-

Ule Anglican Church in the matter of tithes.
kish0 you>there is nothing wrong in permitting the
"it h *° S'a* Bis views, but taken in conjunction
al !le Herald's known Churchianity, it is not with-

j~Tnificance.

Gn (U1”Bicliound Tory newspapers defend the Angli-
"in. u'rch more modestly. They hesitate to talk of
tlenibpt-Ce on the Church ” in such a connexion, re-
di . 'forinE the real wrong inflicted upon farmers by
Bor?ricious Priesthood throughout the centuries.
Hy I'6 coBection of tithes, or “ sacred tenths,” is no
bjf y>But one of the hoariest of iniquities. Long
Jw fe there was any such thing as the Christian Re-
lift, U the priests of older faiths foreshadowed the
e B4 °f Chicago gangsters by promising “ pro-
Ul ’ whilst levying one of the most unjust of all
10,,S 'This racket dates from the twilight of history
>Je Present day.

flit 10, niquity of the tithe-levy is “ four square to all
o~ ds that blow. And any church which
iiiff .“ Olr this evil tradition is concerned in the
“fe K E was a monstrous injustice in the days of
"ro‘udiont Egyptians; it remains an act of grievous
Seil ~ 117011 English farmers to this day, although the
aH?L °Peration has changed half across the world,
le faiths are as different as chalk from cheese.

Wit, lat is the matter with the Daily Herald?
Cul ~echsuiffian tearfulness, it snuffles of ‘‘the
t&l ¢ *an<d would protect this wealthy ecclesias-
Thtr llistitution at the cost of its own reputation,
im are a hundred churches in this country, rang-
A\m r°ni Catholicism to Christadelphianism, from
Qlulodistism to Mormonism. Why babble of “ the ”
HY B Bke a young curate delivering his first ser-
9 if the Herald desires to mention the Augli-
... 'Urch, why not say so plainly?
Qllﬂﬂ Herald actually wishes to assist this Anglican
s G+ In spite of the undoubted fact that this
feci . . .
organization represents Priestcraft at its
) 1 m this country. Listen to the plea of this
U>oratic organ :—
E the farmers are to pay less and the Cliurcli is
to receive less, who is to foot the difference?
a's is the problem which has obviously got to be
resolved before any settlement is likely. It is pike-
plain that things cannot go on as they are.
responsibility falls on the Government. It
sliculd appoint a Commission, not to shelve, but to
s’lve and settle on the most equitable basis.
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““The most equitable basis,” indeed! If the
farmers cannot pay this iniquitous tithe-charge, the
suggestion is that the tithe should be commuted for
cash provided by the British Government. This
means, in plain language, that the burden will be
shifted from the farmers to the ordinary taxpayers,
but the burden will remain. O most impotent con-
clusion ! If this is all a Democratic editor can get
from his Socialistic principles, small wonder that
he has to bribe readers to take his paper by means
of sets of popular novels. For the Herald's attitude
is but sheer flunkeyism.

The tithe question is by no means the only trouble
associated with this Anglican Church. It is true that
over three millions of money taken annually from
agriculture in support of one religious organization is
a gross imposition, but it represents only a fraction of
the cost of this particular church to the nation. This
Anglican Church draws other revenue from coal-
royalties in Durham, ground-rentals in all parts of
England, and from ancient endowments. The capital
value of these properties cannot be less than a hun-
dred millions, and much of it is yearly increasing in
value.

Now, the Herald regards such things as coal-
royalties and ground-rents with the greatest disfavour
when owned by aristocrats, but dissembles its dislike
in the case of this Anglican Church, which is one of
the very worst offenders. It is all very puzzling, and
requires some explanation.

This Anglican Church is not only a relic
of Feudalism, but it is one of the most
anti-Democratic forces in the country. Not only do

its bishops impede all progress in the House of Lords,
but the pages of Hansard’'s Parliamentary Debates
show that it has done this thing for many generations.
All of its sixteen thousand priests solemnly subscribe
to the “ Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion,” which are
as out-of-date as the stocks and pillory to which they
bear such a marked resemblance. This Church is
Royalist to the core, and only a few years back in-
cluded in its official Prayer Book a special service in
memory of “ King Charles the Martyr.” As it is, it
continues to invoke supplications for individual mem-
bers of the present Royal Family, and to offer prayers
for wet and fine weather. Yet it is this particular
Tory Church which commands the admiration and
adherence of the Daily Herald. “ Prodigious!” as
Dominie Samson expressed it.

Is it commercial greed that makes the Herald so far
abandon its principles? Docs the Editor “ tickle the
cars of the groundlings ” with the idea of promoting
a huge circulation? If this Editor writes his pious
nonsense, the while his tongue is in his cheek, then
your hat flies off to him as an astute showman. But
let him not flatter himself that he is a Democrat. It
is far more probable, however, that he regards himself
seriously, and is capable of admiring those leading
articles bolstering this State Church, had they been
written by another hand. His atmosphere is heavy
with the emotionalism and sentimentalism of the
Chadbands and Stigginses.

But is it not playing it a little low down on the
readers of his paper thus to take advantage of their
innocence and lack of experience? When the Educa-
tion Act has run another half century, the readers of
newspapers, perhaps, will cease to hunger for stale
sawdust, and will prefer the bread of know-
ledge. Few worse misfortunes can befall a people
than this of possessing a powerful ecclesiastical body
in its midst that saps the very springs of Democracy,
that iiermits mental and moral confusion, and that
hinders the wheels of progress in the way that this
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Anglican Cliurch does. It is not the friend, but the
enemy of Democracy, and must be fought to the
death.

For this particular Church is opposed to the spirit
of liberty which animates the progressive peoples of
the world. This Church is so anti-Democratic that
no reform could ever make it palatable to real Social-
ists. It should be disestablished and disendowed,
and the money used for far worthier purposes. The
Anglican priests and their “ Thirty-Nine Articles ”
represent but a sluggish backwater in the river of
human civilization. The great river rolls on, and
bears us further and ever further from the ignorance
of the past, further and yet further from the shadow
of Golgotha. Why does the Herald wish us all to
retrace our steps, and support Reaction in its very
worst form? The imposition of “sacred-tenths” has
never been anything else than banditry.

Mimnermus.

Criticism and the B.B.C.

(The following correspondence is sent to us by Mr.
C. S. Fraser. We think it will prove interesting to
our readers.)

Extract from “ What the Other Listener Thinks,”
in the Radio Times of July 7, 1933 :—-

Watch Dog.

No talks are more interesting than those of Pro-
fessor Huxley, but | was astonished to hear him
state last week, “ People ask me why were the tse-
tse flies created? The answer is—they were not
created : they evolved.” This is downright propa-
ganda and should not be tolerated. There is noth-
ing, of course, against discussion on the subject, but
to take advantage of the microphone, well-knowing
that a reply could not be forthcoming, is unfair.—
The Other Side of the Microphone.

A letter addressed to the Editor of the Radio Times,
dated July S, 1933 :(—

Sir,—1 enclose herewith a letter for publication in
the Radio Times. If, as | anticipate, you will
decline to publish this letter exactly as worded, you
would do me a favour if you would kindly forward it
to the anonymous writer of the letter to which it is
a reply, so that he may be made aware of the fact
that there are at least two sides even to “ the other
side of the microphone.”

The enclosure referred to above reads as follows :(—

»3r—Your correspondent, “ The Other Side of the
Microphone,” accuses Prof. Huxley of downright
propaganda which should not be tolerated, when he
made the statement that tse-tse flies were not created,
but were evolved. lie also pointed out that this was
unfair because it took advantage of the microphone,
well knowing that a reply could not be forthcoming.
| suppose that when priests and parsons are free to
declare, explicitly and implicitly, every Sunday that
“ Jesus lives,” “ God exists,” your correspondent
does not regard that as downright propaganda which
should not be tolerated, and thinks it quite fair. It
would, of course, never occur to him that there are
thousands of people who agree with Prof. Huxley,
and who regard the present bias in favour of free re-
ligious propaganda, which the Il.Ii.C. tolerates with
equanimity, as grossly unfair and wholly pernicious.

The Radio Times replied to the foregoing in a letter
dated July 13, 1933, as follows: —

Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 9th July,
we shall not be publishing the letter you enclose.
Our rule about forwarding correspondence is to ask
for a stamped envelope which we will address cor-
rectly and forward.
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Tetter to the Editor of the Radio' 'Times, dated JI

16, 1933 :

Sir,—1 am obliged to you for your letter of #
inst.,, and enclose a stamped envelope as ie(Fe. e
I also enclose a second stamped, addressed u
and would be glad if you could favour me wi 1>
reasons for refusing to publish my letter w
mitting the one from “ The Other Side of the e
phone.” But please do not tell me that it 1
cause you are afraid to hurt the susceptibill
religious people! That reason can scarcely be 3 ~
fled, especially in view of your leading a, jar
ferred to in my letter published in your *ssufefef
September 16, 1932—to which | would kindy *
you. [N.B.—1U1 this leading article the Edi O ~
pressed his opinion that it was a bad policy n
to encourage the lamentable tendency to cone *
truth for fear of hurting other people’s feeling™"

In view of the sentiments you then express p
of the remarkable courage you displayed m uwe
lishing that letter—to which there was no e &
reply, either from the B.B.C. or from any 1l it
of the public—may | be allowed to submit ~
and somewhat less obvious reply to y°u' ,
minded ” correspondent, “ The Other Side O
Microphone.”

The following is the second letter submitF»
publication :— 1] &
Sir,—Your correspondent, “ The Other Side ~
Microphone,” complains that Prof. Huxley jifC ~
microphone unfairly to broadcast what "e I\%
“ downright propaganda which should not be
ated,” “ well knowing that_ a--rephjcepldd*t w
forthcoming.” Might | be allowgd 1g p(_)iqi}l oiOf
him that the B.B.C. freely allows “ downright I
gamia ” of the opposite sort to be broadcast a
greater length both on Sundays and weekda) >y
that it prevents the expression of any effectse
to or criticism of this propaganda. j

To this second attempt the Radio Times G*
briefly on July 18, 1933 y
Dear Sir,—Thank you for your letter of F'T %j

enclosing a stamped addressed envelope. ™

now forward your original letter to our coin'
dent. Jelter
The reason why we are not publishing yolU j.

is that we do not wish to continue this corre™

cnee. It is altogether too slight an occasion to

the issue of propaganda, religious or otherwise-

In answer to this, the following letter was s@d
July 20, 1933 n
Sir,—You will, | feel sure, appreciate my
for smiling at the contents of your letter date ™
inst. If the occasion was too slight to ran®
issue of propaganda religious or otherwise, " - pr

ublish?,lrru

i

this letter creep accidentally
owing to the carelessness of some sub-editor
shortly to be dismissed his post?

In view of the fact that you decline to pub ’
reply to that letter, have you any objections »
publishing the whole of this correspondcnee ul

date ?

into your co™ p

pa

. . . 1
A week later the Radio Times replied to the
going in the following terms: —

Dear Sir,—Thank you for your letter of JUE”-
We have no objection to your publishing this ¢
poudence in full. . p?

In reply to your query as to why we publlsh®1 Q
letter from our correspondent, “ The Other Sl
the Micraphone,” we would point out that H>Sf @
stituted, in our opinion, a justifiable comme’Njit
Professor Huxley’s talk. It represented a cL_,
attitude to scientific discussion, and its public*
sccitred the airing of the two diametrically
views on the subject. Publication of your repT o
not, in our opinion, justified by the interest ImL
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aroused by tlie material point involve ,
we consider the occasion a suitable one or
discussion of the fundamental principle o e

easting of controversial opinion in our corre. p
euce columns.

A Sunday intervened between this letrter*and tlie

which was sent to the Editor o e
J"M, ail July 31, 1933 :(—

Sit—Thank you for your letter of 27 >Ju~
"etc that you consider the letter from nt
Side of the Microphone ” to be a justifiable comme 1
@l I'rof. Huxley’s talk, and that you pu
because it secured the airing of two
opposed views. In view of this | enclose fo P
cation a similar letter which represents a certai™
attitude to unscientific discussion, and which (
Published) will also secure the airing °
metrically opposed views. If you wil ¢ | .
With the letter from “ The other Side of the Mtt»

ne,” the similarity between the two wi
picss strike you.

siii, le /&I enclosed for publication (the third to be
1“"Witted) ran as follows :—

tiii, No talks are more interesting to some people
‘an those of the Bishop of Durham. But | was
ouished to hear him state last Sunday that the
jI'" 1blave Movement “ was inspired throughout by
Ic Christian spirit,” and that slavery was “ essenti-
1y incompatible with the principles of the Gospel.”
JIs Is downright propaganda, as well as being
. efly contrary to verifiable facts. There is noth-
j  of course, against a discussion of the subject,
j 1 f° take advantage of the microphone well know-
" diat a reply could not he forthcoming is unfair.

ﬁnn\vsA_iUfust 4, 1933, the Radio Times answered as

0

bli.

tMs

Sir,—Thank you for your letter of July 3i,
closing a letter for publication, which we regret
‘'c shall not be able to publish.

U t ( that is as far as the correspondence has gone

O'bde. Whether the words “ we regret ” is an

that the Editor has been smitten by the

Sntif n*s ()f his conscience, it is difficult to say. Per-
lallE 1 doubt it.

C. S. Fraser.

The End of Jericho.

M
ay lis which have heretofore been somewhat in doubt
JNch”ilsr ~le momentous capture and destruction of
H/n ° have been finally adjusted by no less an autlior-
Usta™U Sir Charles Marstou, JT., F.A.S., etc., and this
'R Ic*Ug incident in ancient history having been dis-
the world may continue its revolutions with
d ; and that poise of feeling which comes
"W i @ knowledge.  Sir Charles informs us that:
dstr Ve definitely estalilished the fact that Jericho was
V * * about 1400 B.C., instead of 1180 n.c., tlie eon-
dstr 11*y accepted date, and it appears to have been
Tljisy?d just as described in the Booh O/ Joshua.”
Uldccd is comforting news! It excites a thrill of
tie ras to how the human race contrived to move along
ixtir "'mries that are past bereft of such essential infor-
tiQline And it all came about in sucli a simple way by
U of 3 spade !
Iis,I' burning to that great historical work known as the
‘Tier,0 loslnm, we find all the facts relating to the ad-
ii,ry Upon Jericho, the crossing of the Jordan, the blow-
? down of the walls with wind issuing from seven
ad Pr‘nﬁwing through seven rains’ horns, the capture
struction of the city, and the massacre of its inhab-
WntS re,atc'd in the most exact manner, repeated, reit-
\ays ' reasserted, and emphasized in various and sundry
Uy M order that no man, even though blind and
ti6 ."S") should fail to understand, or allow any part of
lausactions to escape.
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111 a special advance interview the Lord informed
General Joshua what was going to happen, detailing
and repeating each manoeuvre at great length, and
in a widely discursive manner; and when the
operations began the several incidents were unrolled
and enacted with meticulous precision. The General
was informed that “ as soon as the soles of the
feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Lord, the
Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of Jordan,
the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters that
come down from above, and they shall stand upon a
heap.” From which we understand that the waters
which came down from above were not rain water, or
cloud water, or fog water, or any kind of water except
plain Jordan River water; and as this water was “ shut
off 7 from the other waters they should “ stand upon a
heap,” which as clearly intimates what was about to hap-
pen as though it had been writ in mud.

A ‘" heap of water ” is generally understood to be a
good deal of water, by some learned authorities desig-
nated as a ‘‘ right smart of water,” by others as a “whole
lot,” and out West in Missouri they sometimes say a
“ whole passel,” meaning a “ whole parcel” ; and when
waters of this kind mix and come together, or separate
and flow upstream or downstream as the case may be,
they are bound to “ stand up ” in order to make room for
something else. Does the reader comprehend?

It all happened precisely as the Lord had told General
Joshua it would. As soon as the feet of the priests that
bear the ark “ were dipped in the brim of the water, the
water that came down from above stood and rose up
upon a heap very far from the city of Adam.” The
waters acted in this peculiar manner because they were
waters which had been manufactured and dedicated by
the Lord to this holy purpose. Other waters might have
acted differently, but these waters “ stood and rose up
upon a heap very far from the City of Adam.” If the
writer had told us how far it was to the City of Adam a
great load of anxiety would have been lifted from our
bosoms, but be left us in doubt, so that even unto this
day no man can tell how far it is to the City of Adam.

As soon as the waters “ stood up upon a heap "’ General
Joshua gave the order to advance, and the charming
Children of Israel passed over Jordan without wetting the
bottoms of their socks or the hems of their shirts.
During the passage the General set up twelve stones ‘‘in
the midst of Jordan,” representing the twelve tribes of
Israel, “ and they are there unto this day.” Now that
all doubt concerning Jericho and its fate has been dis-
pelled, may we not hope that these twelve stones will he
lifted out of the midst of Jordan and exhibited to a stiff-
necked generation as final and irrefutable proof of the in-
fallibility of all Scripture ? By all means let us have the
stones, and thus forever refute the sneers of Atheism.

In due time the city was invested, and for six days
seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns,
marched once around the city, blowing their seven rams’
horns as they passed. The armed men went before the
priests and the * rearward '’ came after in a perfectly
natural way, and following these came the lovely Children
of Israel, marching in silence; for they had been warned
by General Joshua that no word should proceed out of
their mouths, thus explaining the cause of their silence.
If they had possessed other apertures for the emission of
sound they would no doubt have made a noise and inter-
rupted the solemnity of the show. But the Lord had
foreseen this and with great wisdom had so constructed
their physical apparatus that they could emit vocable
sounds only through their mouths.

On the seventh day—being the lloly .Sabbath—they en-
compassed the city seven times, the seven priests Mow-
ing their seven rams’ horns seven times; and when the
seventh trip was complete General Joshua commanded all
the people to shout with their mouths and the seven
priests to blow their horns with wind seven times, with
an extra blast for good count, whereupon the wall “fell
down flat.” Being a decent sort of wall it felt that it
could not do otherwise.

The people now rushed over the wall which had fallen
down flat, and “ utterly destroyed all that was in the city,
both men and women, young and old, and ox, and sheep,
and ass, with the edge of the sword.”” For so had the
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Lord of all the earth commanded General Joshua to do.
They were not to use the flat sides of their swords, or the
dull backs, but the edge only, which had been made
especially for carving purposes.

We are not told how many men, women and babies;
sheep, oxen and asses, were slain that day with the edge
of the sword, but | find by careful estimates of my own
that there were an hundred and twenty and five thousand
and six hundred and thirty. One or two may have
escaped, but if so they never reported. In estimating
sacred killings wE must not be too exact as to space and
numbers. If it looks good and you feel disposed that
way, you may put a million men and women and oxen
and sheep and asses in the space of thirteen acres, which
was about the size of Jericho. Don’t worry as to standing
room—just jam them in and let them sweat. Turn
loose your imagination and trust in Providence.

My estimate does not include the unborn children
whom the Lord of all the earth had assigned to the general
slaughter, because one slash of the edge of the sword
across their mothers’ breasts would account for them. In
some cases there were probably twins, or even triplets,
which might have added materially to the numbers so
beautifully butchered that auspicious day. It was a per-
fectly elegant massacre, and increased the Lord’s reputa-
tion beyond measure. He might have resorted to his
usual methods of turning loose a hurricane, or a nice
little pestilence, or he might have shaken things up with
an earthquake; but on this occasion he preferred the edge
of the sword. Variety lends charm to amusement, and
there is nothing like the edge of the sword to give zest
to a holy killing.

The only persons saved out of the population—born
and unborn—were the charming Madame Rahab and her
family, who were protected in recognition of her profes-
sional services to General Joshua’s spies. The account
intimates that her family was quite large, a considerable
part of it being composed of her cousins and her aunts
who assisted in her line of business and were highly
appreciated by the cultivated Children of Israel.

All the silver and gold and precious vessels of brass and
iron were consecrated to the Lord and preserved in his
treasury, and were passed over to the holy priesthood for
safe-keeping. The art of compounding brass was not
discovered until fourteen hundred years after these inter-
esting events, but that is not material. The brass found
on this occasion was of the prophetic variety; but the
common kind—just common brass—is more appreciated
by the priesthood. Without it they could not carry on
their profession.

It will be noted that the walls “ fell down flat,” not in
heaps or tangled masses as they would have done in
case of earthquake or the natural processes of decay and
gravity. The stones should therefore be still lying flat
on their sides, as they were the day of the great ad-
venture, when they formed an easy and safe passage
for the lovely Children of Israel, as planned by the Lord
of all the earth. They should also have been sucked
outwardly by the breath of the priests as they drew in
wind with which to blow them over. If the walls had
fallen inwardly they would have buckled up at the
corners and angles, and even the wind of the priests could
not have untangled them Sir Charles should relieve our
anxiety on this point by informing us what position the
stones arc in at the present time.

Searching for proofs of ancient killings by the Lord
with a spade is peculiarly holy work. How comforting
it must be in turning over the debris of centuries to find
remnants of an old wall proving the truth of the divine
slaughter of many thousands of men, women and children,
and even greater numbers of lowing oxen, bleating sheep,
and meek jackasses. The presence of the old wall, of
course, leaves no room for doubt of the glorious truths of
divine scripture, and the signal manner in which the
Lord of all the earth manifests his love for his children.

Every Christian family should be provided with a
bright new steel spade to be laid on top of the gilded
liible in the parlour, as a memento of the loving-kind-
ness of the great Jehovah.

\V. S. Bryan.

Nevada, Mo., U.S.A.
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Acid Drops.

Mr. J. 1. Priestly has undertaken to write
of weekly articles on men and things. In his pP.N"
lessay lie says that his qualifications are that he is ~
lested in men—real men, that he has perfect freeco
opinion, and is free from all economic and socia "
That is rather a large order, and might easily ™

puted. But we can let it go, merely

Mr. Priestly that he is forgetting QiC
and a very important thing. This is the, Ljjj
paper for which he is writing; and t

apply to any newspaper for which he is WHWXk
will have complete liberty of utterance only s°

he does not write anything which the newspapp,
prietor and editor thinks the public ought notto ~
If Mr. Priestly really wishes to test the matter O
self, and decide whether he is free from control,
easily do so. Let him—never mind his real cOtl HIStitr
for a moment—write a drastic criticism of the 1
tion of an hereditary monarchy, or a straightfor"/ "
tack on some fundamental religious doctrine, al jp
see whether he will be permitted by the paper (0]
employing him to say just what he thinks. He "
find that he has all the freedom of movement |,
possessed by a horse at the end of a rope. The r°Pe p»
be long or short, the freedom of the horse to ig3
determined by the holder of the rope. If Hr- ﬂslt
does not know that he will always have to write E didy
to offend the owners of his paper, and if he does lie
oppose what they think_it wise to tell the public, j[,
is much mere stupid than we take him to he- o )
Priestly really wishes_to _speak_ ta_thexpublic W |1
plete frankness, he must start a paper of his °" j ,ai
in that case, instead of being well praised and "c ™
he will have to write without pay, with praise QlHtio'l
a small and critical audience, and will have, in a, jsa
to provide the expenses of his paper. Mr. Priest.

lot to learn about the world and its ways.

N

The Referee publishes the information that th 4,))
eiscan Archaeological Expedition has discovered 1'/tin?
of Moses, on Mount Nebo. It is in a Church, jft
from the fourth century. We understand that D ~gd
coveries have unearthed, in the tomb itself, the rof
Moses turned into a serpent, a sample bottle of
ness that he spread over Egypt, a sworn affidavit  d
narrative of the Exodus, and a copy of the c%’?'f,'ﬁtfid
bis own birth, with the names of his parents a™"],t
thus completely disproving the story that L' pd
daughter only found among the bulrushes what s
previously placed there.

The Pope has publicly expressed his disapprovallob@
treatment of the Jews in Germany. He reminds t1
man Government that Jesus was a Jew. The sc*1
does honour to the Pope’s humanity, but it casts #
upon his orthodoxy. For if he believes what lie I,rC\Qi
as Pope, he is quite wrong. Or, as the lawyers
say, alternatively, he must trace descent on the m° ji(r
side only, and so believe in a Matriarchal systeme "}
on Christian lines Jesus was only half a Jew. jow
unless his reputed father, God Almighty, was also *

Just as we are going to press we notice that thg‘:710
statements attributed to the Pope have been deliic
restores his orthodoxy at the expense of his hun.?j-
Perhaps however the Pope agrees with Heine that 1
the Jews who began the game of persecution. They
the Christians their God and that was inviting refl

---- . ¢ ride >

On August 24, the Pope of Rome, while taking a : eod
his nice new motor-car, experienced an accident,

N

the tyres of his car burst :—

The Pope descended from the car, examined d'e r
and then raising his hands above the burst tylL vr
mured a prayer. Gradually the rent in the ty jh
drawn together until no break was visible, ‘then @&
amazement of the onlookers the gradual inflation
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iyre commenced, and in a few moments, without a hand
If'rK laid to the tyre, the car was once more ready for
we road and the Holy Father resumed his journey.

At least, that is what we expected to scp "\ ™ i("pOfnt of
(R A SE D bedh o lFAY S5 | 1202 aboult
lk¢ what happened was that the Tope snuhngly d
«'dec! from the car and stood by the side of thejo
the tyre was being prepared m the ordinary

W as though the Pope were the editor of theh”
thnfeer! As a stage manager Providence is know
ala"wow” and a “ back-number, and c

howto take advantage of a good opportunity.

0 3 H ” H
txéﬁesgrEVery Rev. “ Dick ” Shepherd, in the Sunday

Nothing is stranger than the credulity, amounting to
gullibility, of the average citizen.

Ye hawe an idea that the compositor has left out after
stranger 7 the words “ nothing more welcome.” It is
S aPs Mr. Shepherds’ faith in the gullibility of man-
vl Nat leads him to expect a great revival in religion.
Pirtidy ail(l gulkbility are certainly topics on which
(s Tail(d gotd-brick merchants are first-hand authori-
is ~ he said “ Man's capacity for religion
} "'exhaustible, his conviction that in this world
?changg and uncertainty bis one certain thing is that
* * and will listen to the prayer of a humble and
s Irite heart,” he would have been saying what he did
Undl tdle orthodox manner. Mr. Shepherd is rather
th MCto blurt out the truth in this way. Truth crushed
will rise again, but it should be lifted veiv

11not pulled up with a jerk.

< * R- Lewty is the Secretary of the League of
df , Life, and she invites everybody who receives
Hiter uS 11 desire leaflets or other “ objectionable

tt  ~ °n Birth Control (she is too frightened however
her i!1,01 these two words) to communicate with
post . What for? Does she imagine anything her pre-
(mf"q_'g league can do will stop the sale of contra-
CHj] ,.s* We venture to assert that fifty per cent of
tegr &G Use some birth-control method, and neither
Wh S hell nor the denunciations of celibate priests
ttido ~hem. There is no compulsion on anyone to
Su(l"S colltraceptives, but it is a piece of Catholic
MiOuClce to extend its activities against liberty of
htyev U such personal questions. One consolation,
a0 O is the League’s absolute uselessness. Except

their own most illiterate members, have they
Yiire>I0PPed the sale of a single contraceptive appli-

of
Can |j?2lUse in those parts of the world where the white
ally s Ics are gods, so to speak, and natives, if not actu
g soum just “ natives,” the priests have some power
\\/N@t In Karachi, India, the municipality “ con-
hr)t H meeting to discuss the proposed opening of
tied Contl'°l clinics in the town.”” Catholics were liorri-
Ifc-na took immediate steps to squash the proposal.
Wre 'e”s copies of a pamphlet against birth control
ftoeoi Istribut°d, members of the municipality were ap-
Tle Jed and the result was a triumph for Catholicism.
'n~N'2N'Ucipality abandoned the proposal. Yet we still
aHhint<lec*hinkers who solemnly assure us that the fight
Hs ! religion is almost done. How will they explain
%4 ? rike of the power of the Roman Catholic

C(@ -Writer of a religious column in the Manchester
his [@h reviewing Sermons of the Year 1933, gives as
Hai °I3uion that the present-day sermon is superior in
»J “ Aspects to the sermons of his boyhood, possessing
tiQ@), st other things a “ sterling quality ” which par-
diirarly impresses him. Judgment on this point re-
fir 's "lore knowledge of the subject than we possess,
00} involves a habit of “ sermon tasting,” which we
iMi1 aer.is neither stimulating nor in any other way re-

lative. But it may well be true that on the aver-
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age the sermon of to-day is a few points up on the ser-
mon of (say) 50 years ago. The reason is in the main
that the pulpit must either progress or perish, and the
process which has been going on of “ refuting ” the
teachings of Secularism by accepting them is bound to
have improved to that extent the average value of the
sermon. What that average value is, is of course quite
another matter. “ G.J.” professes to find indicated in
the modern sermon “the essential unity of Christianity,”
and quotes the Editor of the volume of sermons to the
effect that it has been his constant desire to * show how
Christ’s apparently divided disciples can speak in uni-
son.” Well, given a strong desire and a power of selec-
tion from the myriads of sermons preached, anything can
be shown. Without any special purpose in view a more
casual selection would make clear in glaring fashion that
any common unity of belief in what he calls the “central
verities of the Christian Religion,” may exist in hope or
aspiration (and this only in some cases), but not at all in
fact.

The Bredbury Urban District Council is in future to
have its meetings preceded by a short prayer, delivered
by a minister of religion. *“ We have done more foolish
things than this,” said one Councillor. This is possible,
but is it necessary for the Bredbury Urban District
Council to keep on trying to break its own record?

The celebrations of religiously-minded people never
cease to be an unfailing source of entertainment. One of
the speakers at the Modern Churchmen’s Conference told
a story of a small boy who asked leave to recite, in place
of his usual prayer, a nursery rhyme “ because it would
amuse Jesus.” This is quite the natural utterance of a
healthy child, and as such deserves repetition. But what
do you think is the thought suggested to the person who
heard it? “ He had in him the true spirit of worship.“
All we can say is, that we think it is a comment that
might even amuse Jesus, and from all accounts, he took
some amusing.

The Methodist Recorder, dealing with the abolition of
slavery, says :—

It is well to recall that this emancipation of the slave
was a religious act. From first to last, the force impell-
ing its advocates and enabling them to persevere, was
religious conviction . . . Indeed, it is generally agreed
that the whole campaign in its inception, its conduct and
its triumph, was the outcome of the moral enthusiasm
engendered by the Evangelical Revival.

The shining record tells. We invite the Methodist
Recorder (which records not, or records so unrecorderlike
as 'tis but jerry recording), to read The- Key to Uncte
Tom’'s Cabin, by Harriet Beecher Stowe. She shows
there that the action of the churches in America was to
suppress such anti-slavery feeling as soon as ever it
manifested itself. This was true of the Presbyterians and
the Baptists, but “ worse has been the history of the
Methodist Church.” The Methodist Annual Conference
in Georgia resolved that “ slavery as it existed in the
United States was not a moral evil.” In i860, when an
attempt was made to induce the ministers of the Metho-
dist Church to sign a protest against slavery, only 241
out of 14,000 would append their signatures to the docu-
ment. Garrison described Wilbur Fiske, the President of
the Methodist University, Conn., as “ an abusive and
malignant opponent of Abolition,” and Lecky in his
History of England points out that George Whitefield,
the great Methodist Preacher, was an upholder of Slavety.

It was hard for the devout to be otherwise, when one’s
“ moral enthusiasms ” had not to be too lightly encour-
aged, but first of all had to be made to come in line with
one’s “ religious convictions.”  The Bible counted in
those days, and the appeal to chapter and verse was, to
put it mildly, a discouraging experience to those with
“moral enthusiasms.” When some Christians are jwinted
to as being opposed to Slavery, all it means is that in
their cases their humanity was so strong as to overcome
such a handicap. Generally speaking, opposition to
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slavery was considered, with much justification, to be an
insidious attack on the principles of Revealed Religion.
It was “ infidel France ” who first freed her slaves. It
was Abner Kneeland, the “ blasphemer,” who found a
hall for Lloyd Garrison in Boston, when every church,
chapel and meeting-place was denied him. It was In-
gersollr the “infidel,” who befriended Fred Douglas, the
coloured Abolitionist Orator, when no hotel would take
him in and no Christian give him a bed. It was Thomas
Paine who wrote the first clear demand for emancipation
in America. There was no Bible in their cases, no re-
ligious conviction, to act as a brake upon their humani-
tarianism.

Father Vincent McNabb has written a small book advo-
cating a “ back to the land ” movement as a way out of
present economic difficulties. His remedy may or may
not be the best one in all the circumstances, but he finds
“ Biblical warrant ” for his thesis. First there was the
migration of Abraham from Chaldea, then the exodus
of Jewish *“brickmakers” from Egypt, and finally—
though he does not consider Jesus exactly the greatest
agriculturist the world has ever known, which is rather
surprising—the fact that Our Lord lived in Nazareth, and
that it was said of him “out of Nazareth have | called my
son.” Funny that the unlucky unemployed, without
work and often without food, ready to take up anything
to relieve their misery, should never quote these beauti-
ful Biblical *“ warrants.” We suspect that Father
McNabb, as a good Catholic, was obliged to drag in the
Bible somehow—or the Holy Father—to back up his
thesis.  Otherwise his scheme looks suspiciously like
pure Secularism.

The Belgian labourer, Tilmant Come, is still filling the
press with news of his encounters with Our Lady at Beau-
raing, and possibly, the coffers of the Church from pil-
grims, which is far more profitable. *“ Our Lady,” said
M. Come, spoke to him in Walloon-French, and “ it is
quite impossible to get anyone to understand, even to
grasp vaguely, Our Lady’s splendour during the appari-
tion,” and when she left the grotto, she was “escorted by
a huge multitude of angels.” With Our Lady was St.
Joseph, in a workman’s dress, Christ stood above the
Tabernacle, and there was the usual dove hovering over
the group. We suspect there is something fishy about
all this, as St. Peter, the first Pope, does not seem to have
been invited, and this perhaps accounts for the fact that
M. Come is not believed by everybody. There are actu-
ally some priests who feel rather sceptical, and have
written a pamphlet against M. Come and denied the ap-
paritions. They are bitterly attacked, of course, by the
believers, and on the whole we give our weighty opinion
that M. Come, either saw all he said he did, Our Lady in
all her splendour, St. Joseph, Jesus, the Dove, and all the
angels, or else lie’s a prevaricator of the truth. Readers
can take their choice.

Bishop McNulty describing his visits to Lourdes re-
cently, declared the Mass there to be “ an unforgettable
experience.” He assisted at four pilgrimages from Lon-
don of 1,300 pilgrims, and another 400 came just as he
was leaving Lourdes. The curious will, however, point
out that in his account of his “ unforgettable experience”
published in a Catholic newspaper, he does not mention
a single cure. 1,700 pilgrims, many of them sick, all be-
lievers, full of hope and religion, and not a single cure!
What went wrong?

Commenting on a paper concerned with the " priest-
hood of the laity,” and read at a Conference of Roman
Catholic clergy and laity, a Nonconformist journal ex-
plains that :—

In no Church can the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
be celebrated without the participation of the congrega-
tion. Even if an authorized priest should say the words
at which the miracle of transubstantiation of the ele-
ments is supposed to take place, there must be another of
the faithful, who need not, however, be a priest, to say
Amen to give it effect. Only so can the promised Pres-
ence, in whatever manner it is vouchsafed, be realized.

This is mentioned to serve as a reminder to Noncon-
formists " of the vital importance of the congregational
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response at the prayer of consecration.” To the ttnS '
however, it will serve as a reminder of the renia
close resemblance between Christian “ magic, al<”™g
of the benighted savage in Central Africa. The essi™
ingredients are so very similar that one cannot he P
dering what the savage has to learn from the Cn>, jj.
In each case the mentality and the outlook is sus ~
ally the same. "Conversion” of the savage is iner
question of getting him to learn different formU &S

A Christian writer tells us that:— j
The true Christian mysteries are not a secret Qf*
to the faithful people of God, but an awful revelat© >
truth of which it is their business to proclaim be
eternal throne, in a glorious association formed
spired by the Holy Spirit of God.

Out of this tangle of words we sincerely agree Wth
thing—that the Christian mysteries are cerl
“ awful.”

The Daily Express recently had an excellent
written by a lawyer entitled “A Lawyer’s Case
Tithe.” He proves as clearly as can be proved that*
ever services the Church used to give for which tu
ment was from tithe, the Church no longer gives at™ j
vice whatever, and therefore is not entitled to be P &J
A pious writer is very angry at having the show &t~
away in this blunt fashion, especially as some two © jC
people will read the article and agree with it,
urges that “ whatever may be said against the
there is no question that it has been legalized by ~
ment in the Tithe Acts of 1836, 1891, and i925"™ aSJ wd
settled the justice of the question. The writer con1 ~
by pointing out that it wasn’t true the clergy did istor
ing for the tithe they received. “ They still ad®l jj
the Sacraments to their parishioners!” Words fan 15
comment on this delightful piece of naiveté.

Fifty Years Ago.

Foote in Holloway Gaol.

id

I passed through a heavy gate and through the I Iy
door, up stone stairs, to a room set apart for 011, jet
view at a distance. A moment’s pause after | had t
locked-in, and then the sound of the unturning of a’°
key, the throwing open of another door, the finll sHjGi
my friend and his strong face visible at the reS°z™, 1
distance. He looked more worn and weary than \’X'
last saw him, but as firm as ever. The nights aﬁ@fj
and weeks are very long and unvarying. They ha"e
the trace of their monotonous footsteps on his facC B

Our talk was mainly on business. It is difficult fa jt
burden your heart when official ears are waiting '
overflowing. Yet there were inquiries and kindly
ages in regard to friend after friend. Not a word of
plaint. Even the chafing at the enforced absence - (
public work was but hinted at. He is reading book a
book, laying in stores of ammunition for the good 1
against ignorance and blind faith in which he will a
months hence be taking his old part again. He has
doued all hope of release. Indeed, | do not think kc "d
really indulged in much of that hope. He had estill'.jS
more accurately than some of us the cowaidic® and ©dJ
ness of the Home Secretary. Even that official’'s Ho &\Qy
him only moved him to contempt. He was not ©
ished. m

His chief concern next to his friend Wheeler ©(|
paper and the magazine. Let every reader of the fi
thinker imagine that he sees, as | did, the sef ™
anxious face, and hears the earnest voice of the
of this paper speaking from within prison walls.
not give the paper back to him one whit less prospc
than it was when he, for a moment, relaxed his
the helm. During the next few months let all our -
tions be redoubled on behalf of the Freethinker
Progress, that we may not have even a repro©
thought in our hearts when we meet him and re
words once more.

The " FreethinkerSeptember 2,
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the freethinker

Founded by G. W. FOOTE.

Editorial:l
61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
Telephone No. : Central 2412,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

AMeHui«.—Many thanks for order for record and paper,
s¥ne have been despatched to the address enclosed.
CJII—Will you please call at the office; one of the books
ffiu require, through the kindness of a reader, is avail-
¢ e for you.
"' asks our opinion of a “ Wayside Pulpit,” which
gptes @ church in his nelghbourhood, It runs * Re-
« I the Plead is like a Lifeboat on a Hill.” Our only
of ilnient is that only a fool would think of putting either
G0N m~ such a place.
isa DON>—Note your letter, and will inform you if there
lj, j)n3 enquiry for a set.
&' J°NES—The poem by W. J. Lamb which recently
i'geared in these columns is from some manuscript
le. s tlie author sent us before his death. It has never
J g[ANhuhlished elsewhere.
tba 10X—"ou acted quite properly ill declining to submit
in  P°hee order that you should not commence your meet-
Mit )e°re a certain time. A little courage, decision and
g “less go a long way in the right direction, and you
liar. mtO ilave acted in the right manner. Pleased to
I'iicCplc "ews of your continuously successful meetings.
Gaucillon (Oxford).—Thanks for pointing out the
oonftelUCe ~ two biblical Ananiases which has led to the
"sion in the paragraph you complain of. We make no
ty. to_infallibility.
RGHT- _very pleased to hear from an old friend. We
j'e and shall have our hands pretty full until the end
k6 Yar- Rut the work has to be done, and perhaps
W,1 wm Spare Us until we have got through what we
E0jjjj6é "'mediately in hand
@ w Rambler—Sorry we have not the space for lengthy
nssreyersy on Atheism versus Agnosticism.  Agnosticism
0 .11 its better aspects, on sheer confusion of two quite
p,ii'’>t questions, one belonging to religion and one to
»p,08°Phy. A little knowledge of philosophy and an
anerstanding of religion ought to be able to prevent
1 °ns 'nixing the two things. So soon as the Bradlaugh
e,'s out of the way Mr. Cohen will redeem a long-
” g promise and attempt to clear the ground by deal-
o ;tt\é\tcth the many twilight terms that are in use in this

forA<iim —Thanks for article, but we regret that the
» ] Is not quite up to the standard. Your ideas are quite
but a little more practice in the art of writing is
sary.
Iq"‘f a suitable hall could be obtained in Newcnstle-on-
D'n® Nr. Cohen would be quite willing to speak on
G pl(laugh in that city.
wGESS—We were glad to see your letter in the 'Referee,
~Posing the Roman Catholic attempt to identify what is
g on in Germany with the Spanish troubles.  Of
/"'rse, the real distinction, to a Roman Catholic is that
' sPain education is taken out of the hands of the Church,
1 ermany the Pope has just made terms with Hitler,
a little persecution, more or less, never troubled the
°rnan Church.

re, ' Freethinker “ is supplied to the trade on sale or
T 'Irm Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
1 j/Ported to this office.
V, $ecular Society, Limited Office is at 63 Farri+gdon
r~Net. London, E.C.4.
National Secular Society’s Office is at 63 Farringdon
rcet, London, E.C.4.
nn the services of the National Secular Society in con-
°n with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
unications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. H.
pfl °Setti, giving as long notice as possible.
"ds who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
Marking the passages to which they wish us to call
., Ontion.
r8.’ers for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
J yX®Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
"d not to the Editor,
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The " Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the pub-
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
One year, is/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
“ The Pioneer Press,” and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clerkenwell Branch.”

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Sugar Plums.

We continue to receive congratulatory letters concern-
ing our lugersoll Centenary issue, and orders from the
United States are now coming along. So soon as Mr.
Cohen can find time the necessary additions will be made
to the sketch of Ingersoll's life, and it will be re-issued
in booklet form. The letters received from new readers
of the paper give proof that in a handier form it may do
more to rouse interest in Freethouglit.

Our next issue of importance will be the Bradlaugh
Centenary number. This will Ire published on Septem-
ber 24. It will be an enlarged number, probably 24
pages instead of 16, and will be illustrated with portraits
and cartoons. As usual there will be no increase in
price, and we will, as in the case of the Ingersoll issue,
send twelve copies post free for 3s.

We strongly urge our readers to do their very best
to get this issue into as many new hands as possible.
Its preparation involves a deal of labour and expense.
That is our end of the work. But there are our readers
at the other end, we want them to do more than merely
read what is written and to say how pleased they are
afterwards. We want them to do something, and to do
it on a scale that shall bear lasting results. . At least
a thousand of our readers should within the next week
send for twelve copies of the Bradlaugh issue. It
means an expenditure of three shillings, which
cannot be considered an extravagant expenditure on
either the Freethinker or the cause it represents; and the
circulation of this extra number of copies would mean an
increase of strength to both the paper and the Cause it
serves.

But the orders should be sent without delay in order
that we may be prepared with our printing order. Wait-
ing till the number is printed to send along for more
copies will not do. We must know before publishing
day. Those who do not care to undertake the distribu-
tion of the extra copies may send along their postal
order or cheque to us, with list of names and
addresses to which the copies arc to be sent, and we will
attend to it at this end. The National Secular Society is
not merely the oldest Freethought organization in the
world, it is Bradlaugli’'s own Society. We are the heirs
and the representatives of the Bradlaugh tradition. We
ought to show by our bearing and by our action during
this centenary year that we are worthy of our inherit-
ance.

The lecture campaign in connexion with the Centenary
of Charles Bradlaugh (.September 26) will be opened with
an address in the Birmingham Town llall, on Sunday,
September 17, with a special lecture on Bradlaugh by Mr.
Chapman Cohen, President of the National Secular
Society—the organization founded by Bradlaugh in 1866.
A veiy energetic lecturing campaign by Mr. Cohen and
others will be carried on all over the country.

We hope that every Freethinker in Birmingham will
bear in mind Mr. Cohen’s meeting in the Town Hall, and
do bis best to advertise it among his friends and
acquaintances. The Town Hall is a very large building,
and Qll this occasion we should like to sec it packed to
the doors. It can be if Freethinkers will put their backs
into the work. The subject of the lecture will be, of
course, “ Charles Bradlaugh.”
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Our list of Mr. Cohen’s engagements in connexion
with the Bradlaugh Centenary meetings was incomplete

as given last week. Mr. Cohen’s first lecture on
Bradlaugh will be as stated above in the Town
Hall, Birmingham. He will be speaking at the

Demonstration in the Friends’ House, Euston Road, on
Saturday the 23rd; in the Secular Hall, Humberstone
Gate, Leicester, Oll September 24; at a public dinner at
Leicester on September 25, and at the dinner at the
Trocadero Restaurant, London, on September 26. He
will lecture at Manchester on October 1; at Glasgow on
October 8; and after a debate in Glasgow, on October 9,
may visit Edinburgh on the Wednesday or Thursday.
Liverpool will be visited on October 15 and Stockport on
October 16. Other week-niglit meetings may be arranged
later.

The North Eastern Branches, by their outdoor activi-
ties, have been causing some fluttering in the clerical
dove-cotes. Lectures at Morpeth by an X.S.S. speaker
have been followed by an open-air address by the Rector,
Canon Davis, who spoke for fifty minutes on ‘‘Science and
the Bible.” We congratulate the Branches on this proof
of their activity, and we know we can rely upon them to
see that the Morpeth population will continue to have
the .Secular gospel effectively presented to them.

Freethinkers in the West Ham area looking for an en-
joyable Sunday are invited b}T the West Ham Branch
NVSVS. to take part in an outing to Broxbourne on Sep-
tember 10. Train leaves Stratford (Main) .Station,
L.N.E.R. at 955 a.m. Cheap Fare is. gd. return. Lunch
to be carried and tea will be arranged at the Bull Inn,
Broxbourne, at 4 p.m. An occasional outing is a useful
feature in Branch activity, and should receive the sup-
port of members and friends of the movement.

A Beligion of Murder.

“ The name of God
lias fenced about all crime with holiness.”

Shelley, “ Queen Mah.”

“ A Ruugion of Murder,” is the title of the first
chapter, in the recently published book by Colonel
J. L. Sleeman, entitled Tlmg: Or a Million Murders.
(Sampson Low, Ss. 6d.) I11 this is narrated the
story of the Indian religion of Thuggee presided over
by Bhowani, or Kali, the Black Mother, the goddess
of destruction. She is represented as a black figure
with red eyes and hands, a loathsome sight with
matted hair, fang-like teeth, and face and breasts be-
smeared with blood. No better historian could be
found to record the discovery and suppression of this
terrible religion than Colonel Sleeman, for he is a
grandson of Major-General Sir William Sleeman, who
first revealed the existence of this murder cult, and
was afterwards entrusted with the enormously diffi-
cult, and dangerous task of suppressing it, which he
accomplished after many years of strenuous hard
work, by the special department he organized for its
suppression, during the period 1830-45.

Up to 1829 a few arrests of Thugs, of an accidental
character, had been made, but Thugs" were regarded,
by the authorities, as Dacoits, or associations of
criminals for the purpose of murder and robbery.
The Thug was looked upon as a man rendered des-
perate by privation, who took to the road, and
strangled people to escape detection. Nothing could
he farther from the truth. Says our author : “ Slee-
man's revelations proved them to be for the most part
men holding responsible and respectable positions,
model citizens, husbands and parents, who spent their
holidays in murdering everyone they met regardless
of motive. It was found that they divided up their
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area of operations in much the same manner as a peck
of hounds hunts a particular bit of country.”1 Me®
Thugs were discovered to be occupying semi-official
and even official positions in direct touch with thoe
in authority, and there was no really serious desire t"
suppress ihuggee on the part of many leading
Indians themselves. Says Col. Sleeman :(— ,
Thuggee was a hereditary profession, the sos "
Thugs being taught their craft by skilled leaoas
who led them by easy stages to the point of inunM
so that they came to look on Thuggee not o%/a_%{
legitimate means of profit but also as
pastime . . . The absence of motive for their UL
ders : the fact that they never murdered near tic
own homes : the splitting up of the gangs and th
return to respectability after a comparatively
period of absence : their secret language and
the support and patronage they obtained from tiff
who benefited by the murders they committed—" 1
asked no questions, providing their palms were "c
oiled : their respectable appearance and
manners : the reputable, if fictitious reasons n%;Ec
for their absence, had all combined to keep Tl gi
secret for centuries and now made its supPj®
one of the most difficult tasks which an Enghsl
has been called on to undertake.2

It was also a most dangerous one, for ta,.
skilled murderers an assassination meant no ik,
and Col. Sleeman is of opinion
the courage of the Thugs had equalled their”™
blooded cruelty, neither Sleeman nor his aSs p
could have survived a week, nor Thuggee been
pressed. There is no doubt that the terror ifI*P fe.

by these professional murderers, and the feai n
prisals, were the main reasons why no attempq "e
ever been made before to suppress the Thugs; e

find that Thugs caught in the act of murder, by
Rajah, or native ruler, were soon at liberty /8 ~
“ Centuries of experience,” says Col. Sleeman,
enabled the Thugs to build up an organizatjd”
secret in character that, in their estimation, d

impregnable. And when they first heard of thc -
pressive measures which were to be taken, they ~
amused, for, as they said, attempts to> suppress |
had been made before and had not succeeded, ~
this attempt was also doomed to failure.” 3 |
they were mistaken, for the British courts c

neither be bribed nor intimidated. > 't

Judge Sleeman, in examining the infamous But>* j
who averaged two murders a month duringa P »
of forty years, and afterwards turned king’s eV ,-ry

Nine hundred and ml
repeated the judge in incred” j
tones. “ Surely you can never have been gtdbT it
such a number?” *“ Sahib,” replied the bene\"”
looking native standing before him, in a quiet ﬁﬁ&
tinged with a note of pride, “ there were many e
but I was so intrigued in luring them to destf,l(’,tﬁia
that | ceased counting when certain of my thoU-
victims I”  No one, says Col. Sleeman, looking
the mild and pleasant Thug on trial, could
realized that he was a member of an organized L
of the craftiest assassins ever known, whose
pression was to prove a gigantic and dangerous
and Judge Sleeman came to see that the Thug a
“ not so much a murderer, as a man brought up 1 «
faith which regarded the kitling of men as a legl’
mate sport, both praiseworthy aif Hiakative-~
However lie spared no efforts lo bring them to
gallows. tj,e

Many theologians tell us that conscience ,i; .,
voice of God in our hearts, directing 11s to act rigll

one murders!”

1Col. J. L. Sleehian : Thug: Or a Million Murders, P o
21bid, pp. 1078

31bid, p. 109.

41bid, p. 2
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riit Trishipg us w'th re]llorse when we do wrong.
siglit lugs, however, were never troubled in the

est degree by this divine monitor. Says Col.
Seaman of Buhram

TIN 1'16 on™°Ner had hoped to find on the old
'its countenance some signs of remorse for a life
'‘bent almost entirely in treacherous murder, he
°u d have been doomed to disappointment, for the
( Iman positively beamed with pride and reminis-
(@ flight while the story of his ghastly past was
Ja'Vl, irom him by skilful questioning, literally
1 Ing his lips when recounting some particu-
3ly atrocious deed which had necessitated the ex-
Cse of great cunning and inhuman deceit.5

w lcr 'hoge asked Buhram whether he had never felt

+1>nSe ~°r mur(iering in cold blood after luring them
11 &sense security and confidence by a pre-
jiyle  friendship. “ Certainly not!” replied
hirin'l"’ *”~oes not riie hunter of big game enjoy the
hist ~ Ne sta™’ riie pitting of his cunning against
10 rile animal, and pleased to see the animal dead
J.isLB How much more then the Thug, who
"ildT™ merely to contend with the instincts of the
a)j )easts, but intelligent men, often heavily armed,
hni 1 ~aware °f riie dangers of the road. Cannot
imogine the pleasure of overcoming suspicion,”
Gorllu'es Buhram : “ during days of travel in their
gy aily> Hie joy in seeing suspicion change to friend-
mini that wonderful moment arrives when the
completes the shikar— this soft ruhmal, sahib"

akl *e ~'e °i mao exhibited a strip of coarse yellow
nii, 'riiite cloth, the Thug colours,— ‘:which has ter-
the existence of hundreds. Remorse, sahib ?

éleverl 50y and elation, often!” As our historian

B \eS' “ Buhram, however vile, was sincere in his
p ri'at he had been engaged in work, not only
tivilsural)le and profitable, but, in addition, produc-
ts °f great merit hereafter.” Just as, in exactly
1 Sailk manner, the inquisitors tortured and burned
"it] IC” a> as friey thought, in a good cause and
jr .~od’'s approval.
kiueither riid robbery form the principal motive for
n for wretchedly poor men, not worth sixpence,

qlid <Intly aPPear "i Thuggee records. The Ruhmal,
., have been bestowed on her devotees by the

C ess herself- with strict orders that no blood should

eMi %<’ was thirty inches long with a knot at the

StiexUty and a slipknot eighteen inches from it.

the trained from boyhood, the Thug attained to
"gliest degree of skill in his profession :—

Each Thug had his particular job to do: to one
*> tile task of throwing the ruhmal around the vic-
"ns neck, to others the task of seizing arms and legs

ad giving those scientific wrenches and cruel blows
"t vital parts which ensured his being brought down
"I the psychological moment. These arts were con-
t'niially practised by the Thug in his off-duty mo-
unts, fathers teaching sons this foul work with
kitental pride, until all engaged in a Thuggee ex-
edition became so expert that they could strangle
ri‘eir victims with the maximum of adroitness and in
:1e minimum of time. Their art was carried still
further, for other Thugs were specially trained to
nry and conceal the murdered bodies with such
«kill that the ground beneath which they rested ap-
peared undisturbed. In the heyday of the organiza-
ri°n, these experts could bury the body within half
an hour, with such success that even the Thugs
ri‘eniselves could only find the graves by reference to
landmarks.7

to the number of victims to Thuggee, the total
never be known, a million, figures in the title of
Sleeman’s book, but lie thinks the total

N
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“ probably nearer three millions than one,” 8 seeing
that: “ the estimate of a million murders is based
upon one-fourth of the area of the country over which
the Thugs operated, and for one third of the period
only during which this hideous faith is known to have
existed.” 9 This religion is known to have existed
for three hundred years, and probably for five hun-
dred; and in all that time God never indicated his
disapproval of what was being done in the name of
religion ! It will be said that Thuggee was a super-
stition. Yes, but what excuse would have been
accepted if the Thugs had been Atheists?

W. Mann.

s lbid, p. 232
91lbid, p. 23%.

Theological Antagonism to
Hygiene.

From prehistoric times contagious and infective
diseases have been attributed to supernatural causes.
Even in cultured communities, such as those of classic
Greece and Rome, this misconception prevailed with
the common population. Among the Israelites the
belief was universal, 1as their Scriptures clearly
demonstrate. The plague which desolated Israel in
the days of Aaron was stayed only when the high
priest had placated Jaliveh with prayer and sacrifice.
Similarly, when David numbered the people, and the
incensed divinity sent a pestilence which destroyed
70,000 of his chosen children, burnt offerings were
essential to turn Jahveh’s indignation aside. The
divine origin of disease in all its many forms thus be-
came a settled doctrine throughout Christendom, ,and
all sanitary safeguards were treated as mischievous
and misleading, right down to modern generations.

As the celebrated physician, Sir W. Osier, remarks
in his Evolution of Modern Medicine : “ The attitude
of the early Fathers towards the body is well ex-
pressed by Jerome. “ Does your skin roughen with-
out baths? Who is washed in the blood of Christ
needs not wash again " ”  Or, as Tertullian asserted,
“ Investigation since the Gospel is no longer
necessary.”

During the unchallenged supremacy of the Church,
earthquakes, eclipses, epidemics and other intermit-
tent phenomena were always ascribed either to God,
or his adversary Satan, and the alarm arising from this
morbid belief greatly aggravated the evils of plague
and famine when these appeared.

The state of filth in which Christendom wallowed
for more than a thousand years seems almost in-
credible. The refreshing bath so highly appreciated
by the Pagan Romans completely disappeared fro-m
Western Christendom. Outside Moslem Spain, sani-
tation was unknown. The modern proverb that
“ cleanliness is next to godliness ” would have been
scouted as a pestilent heresy.

Doubtless the Oriental teaching that the humilia-
tion of man’s bodily framework adds to God’s glory,
served to strengthen antagonism towards hygiene.
For Eastern asceticism had been embraced by the
Church. The great sanctity of many saints is closely
associated with their inordinate craving for filth. The
Breviary of the Western Church stresses the holiness
|of St. Hilarion, who never washed himself in his life.

,St. Anthony is exalted because his feet were never
Iclean. And so on through a lengthy list of shining,
if unwashed, saints, until we reach St. Simeon Styl-
lites, whose person and surroundings were so unspeak-
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ably loathsome as to occasion wonder, astonishment
and nausea, even in the malodorous age he adorned
with his piety. Indeed, so firmly linked were faith
and filth that the compilers of the Lives of the Saints
note with satisfaction that at a time when certain
monks desired to cleanse their skins “ the Almighty
manifested his displeasure by drying up a neighbour-
ing stream until the bath which it had supplied was
destroyed.”

No marvel then, that when in the fourteenth cen-
tury, the Black Death desolated the earth from far
Eastern Asia to North-Western Europe, mortality
and religious mania were so dreadful. Merry Eng-
land, as some profess to regard this peerless period,
was devastated by this dire visitation in 1348-49.
This Plague returned in 1361 and in 1369 The
Black Death was so named from the dark spots and
tumours which appeared on its victims’ bodies, and
assured their speedy death. All appeal to relics, all
prayers and processions proved abortive, and perhaps
a third of Europe’s population perished in utter
misery.

The terrible death roll of this far-flung epidemic
was one only of its consequences. Religious excite-
ment developed into unbridled sensuality and other
forms of perversion which defy description. The flagel-
lant mania of the period, in Germany and elsewhere,
constitutes one of the most remarkable perversions of
mankind. A positive orgy of lasciviousness pre-
vailed, and a dancing epidemic ran riot in Central
Europe in which insensate leaping, reeling, and un-
controllable raving were conspicuous characteristics.
In fact, insanity everywhere reigned. Amidst this
wave of theomania—to borrow a term from Maudsley
—the customary bonds of social life were broken.
As one writer tells us, “ friend deserted friend, and
mothers fled from their stricken children, and the
demoralization showed itself in many cases in reckless
debauchery. Elsewhere perverted Christian zeal led
to frightful persecution of the Jews, as at Mayence,
where 12,000 Hebrews were believed to have been
massacred.”

Contemporary English scribes, including Eangford
and Chaucer, chronicled the terrors of the time, while
Boccaccio penned a vivid picture of the ravages of the
pestilence in Florence.

One may imagine the frantic appeals to heaven in
an age so benighted. Nor was the financial factor
neglected, for the opulent poured their treasures into
the coffers of the Church. Baud and money passed
extensively into clerical possession, and churches,
abbeys, shrines were enriched on an enormous scale.
White declares that: “ The whole evolution of
modern history, not only ecclesiastical but civil has
been largely affected by the wealth transferred to the
clergy at such periods. It was noted that in the
fourteenth century after the plague, the Black Death,
had passed, an immensely increased pro]>ortiou of the
landed and personal property of every European
country was in the hands of the Church. Well did
a great ecclesiastic remark that, ‘ pestilences are the
harvests of the ministers of God.’ ”

With cesspools and midden heaps infecting the
streets of the leading European cities, the universal-
ity of soil-closets, and the general absence of decently
clean water, added to the insanitary habits of the
community, there need be little wonder that the
death-rate was so appalling. For, we must remember
that every rank in society from Popes and Princes to
peasants, seldom or never washed.

So late as the seventeenth century, the pestilence
constantly reappeared in Eondon, but with the dawn
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of the eighteenth its ravages became less. Doubtless
the fierce conflagration of 1666, which succeeded tre
terrible epidemic so graphically described by Defoe,
destroyed many sources of infection. When Loi«l(
'vas rebuilt, wider, better drained, and ventilate'l
thoroughfares replaced the stinking courts and all'-
of the earlier Metropolis. The water supply becant
purer and more plentiful, and several maladies I
prevalent, such as dysentery, began to wane. Mgf!
while the clergy were offering special prayers to L
gate the evils of uncleanliness. Some ascribed t -
epidemic to Sabbath-breaking, profanity, and sin'iT
sins. On the European mainland and in the hL
World the story is the same. A disease which SffeP
away large numbers of the American Indians
actually welcomed in pious circles as the Ainu#-"8
method of preparation for the settlement of ‘rte
Christians in the country.

111 France, the Plague was exorcised by niea’\]ig
fetishes, so recently as the eighteenth century,
in priest-deluded Austria the scourge was niet '
prostration before the images of saints or by a ~
to monks specially gifted with power to expe
demons causing the disease. For to consult a u
fied physician was deemed impious in districts w
cowled charlatans abounded. The mortality
sequently enormous, but it soon declined Wit
progress of sanitary science.

In da5rs when the plague was stayed in ..
lands by witch-burning, exorcism, religions Pr -
sions, prayers, and presents to the clergy; bl
istic Caledonia, periods of penance were apPQ
and wizards were put to death. Despite the hea ©
climate of Scotland, the dreadful dirtiness b°® ,g
dwellings and people proved greatly conducive tO »
spread of disease. In those dark times, the ordn,e”™
other refuse which is now carried away in se'verye
incinerated, accumulated and festered outside
houses or was cast into the courts and t
Although thirty serious epidemics depopulated > .
land in the course of four centuries, a naturally "'C
intellectual people were so bemused with supeys™ fj
that no rational remedy was utilized. The nbflIS
declared, and their flocks believed, that these dife.)
visitations resulted from sin, and the death pena' -Te
its most agonizing forms was inflicted on those " e
alleged shortcomings had brought God’s ve:ifla
on the land.

. . &

Pioneers strove to enlighten the people, and a' »
tempt was made to cleanse the Edinburgh stree /5
15S5, but neither the secular nor spiritual auth°t
lent any support. In 1700, fire, the ruthless Puil %
burnt down much of Edinburgh, and the
Council of the Capital City interpreted this dlll
ration as “ a fearful rebuke of God.” Yet, wW*
destruction of the ancient pest-houses, and O,j&
nurseries of disease, it was remarked that the ®a' »
and mortality of the modern Athens had mat'
diminished.

T. F. PAESIfip'

A TOLERANT APE.

Auntie bad taken Bobbie to the Zoo, nul the i
fellow’s interest was captured by a particularly fegé:mé

looking ape. “ Isn't it like Uncle Tobias?” he e} d
in a loud whisper. Yol

“ Hush!” said his aunt,
mustn’'t say such things.”

For a moment Bobbie looked scared. “ But it doe*” 1
understand, does it?” he asked anxiously.

much shocked,
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Our Public Authorities and the
Problem of the Slums.

N the

M number of the Freethinker, dated July 30,

nipman Cohen, the Editor, quoted from a re-
by Miss Joan Conquest entitled The Naked

" M which certain revelations of the horrible
a€"U(lls Under which great masses of the very poor
lino Jit tO ex*st in various parts of London, are made
Mit from the inside by Miss Conquest, who got
ja U PHuntion in the capacity of a Nurse and a
C f . Mr. Cohen confessed that he did not
reel \ riOW ~ad these conditions were until he had
1™ Iss Conquest’s book; but when he had read her
tet™ ,'e Was satisfied that she had proved her case;
tliat Sle as a nurse was enabled to get information

geh dfUld ~en'ed to others. She alleged “that
dj, . seen the inside of houses in which families of

ditd™t, and ten people slept, ate and performed
an, >efunctions of nature in one room '’; further she
adf .t spe saw human beings “ sleeping three
btio T a bed without regard to sex or age or re-
fijfrs Th rooms with the walls reeking with damp,
adS r°beni beds filthy, places over-run with rats
ftli )\e did not know these dwellings were owned by
Q. ,,°Ws associations which carefully collected funds
"Uy 10 keuefit of tenants so that these same tenants

re tbe said Association the enormous rents
.,

Truth,

it d][v dds reads all right as a journalistic stunt; but
Co, £°es on the assumption that the “ London
sei V' Council ” knows nothing of the existence of
qdov SUms>and has done nothing to mitigate or re-
Ifit SUcb evils. Is such an assumption credible?
iod ,'Vere>Miss Conquest’s book would be a terrible
dfj Ulent against the criminal incompetence of the
trs °i the County Council.

n were the Inspectors about, to allow such
IW .to exist without action? And what were the
ay 1 1Councils doing all the time ? Did their Sanit-
Iy, ."Rectors remain inactive? Or did they bring
i °ascs before the magistrates for fines and
osrSll"ents? 1 am well aware that you cannot get
W] °r°"ded slums in populous districts removed
tre?-'t difficulty. You have got to find homes for
isn 1Spossessed slum-dwellers somewhere. But that
$1~ °f the work of a Borough Council. Even when
f"&i. bvellers are turned out of their tenements for re-
fif "5 to pay rent for a lengthened period, their
Réf[ S and neighbours put up a desperate fight to
d)d j1¥ their being turned out in the street with no
at night but the street or the poor house.

% s alleged that Miss Conquest gained all the in-
«r... 1°U contained in her book through being a
i ffiit lias a nurse a right of entrance to in-
JTV houses solely on account of her calling?
R, as no more rights of entrance than any ordinaiy
ge niiless she attends under the direction or co-
in iU a Medical Officer of Health. But was it
(g 'S cal>acity that she attended? And did the
) niake a report of the conditions under which
'Hi were existing to the Borough Council
1 so. with what result?

s «» old member of Camberwell Borough Council
have wanted to know what action the

_cd proposed to take following such a report.
to ,E‘H’ a Sanitary Inspector has.a right of entrance
$ig v ™Muse, or tenement on his district where he
afc °ts insanitary conditions. Does Miss Conquest
failli* “’at such inspectors neglected their duties and
to report such cases of horrible conditions, of
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overcrowding, of filth, and of glaring immoral con-
duct among the tenants in such dwellings ?

Miss Conquest maintains that a larger amount of
such overcrowding and horrible conditions exists to-
day in certain slums of London of which she has
knowledge, than has ever existed before. On this
point | have no hesitation in saying that Miss Con-
quest is absolutely and entirely wrong—and her state-
ment is monstrously and ridiculously absurd.

If, however, Miss Conquest merely means that
while local authorities have made many improve-
ments in other directions, they have been rather
backward in removing slum areas in poor districts, |
agree with her; but then the workers must live near
their employment and as, of course, landlords take ad-
vantage of this fact and let their houses out in tene-
ments, to get higher rents, slum conditions gradually
develop; and this can only be remedied when other
areas are cleared, and the people take advantage of
the dwellings erected under the new housing schemes.

But just for a moment turn to some of the slum
conditions that existed in Southwark fifty years ago.

In 1880 | was appointed “ School Attendance
Officer’” of the “London School Board’’ for one of
the divisions of Southwark. In 1881, with the sanc-
tion and approval of my superintendent, | showed
Geo. R. Sims, the well-known Journalist and
Dramatist, over my district, which was one of the
most overcrowded and insanitary areas in London;
and | subsequently assisted Mr. Sims with material
for his work entitled How the Poor Live, first pub-
lished in a journal called The Pictorial World, and
illustrated by Fred Barnard the well known artist
who illustrated the works of Charles Dickens. Mr.
Sims, Mr. Barnard and myself investigated conditions
in other parts of Southwark and the work was sold
in thousands. | have no hesitation in saying that the
sanitary conditions of London at that time were ten
times worse than they are to-day; and were a i>erfect
scandal to the local authorities. But then there were
no Borough Councils and no County Councils in ex-
istence at that time, but only the old vestries. The
County Council came into existence ten years later
and the Borough Councils later still. But since the
existence of these two bodies, the sanitary conditions
of London have improved immensely, and London is
now one of the most sanitary places to live in, in the
country, despite the great growth of population.
When | commenced my work in 1880 | found that
thousands of children in London up to the age of
thirteen had. never seen the inside of a school; to-
day all the children over the age of five are on the
rolls of some elementary school, or if not, are away on
account of illness, or for some other reason. | find the
Sanitary Inspectors are most attentive to their duties,
and are doing all that is possible to avoid overcrowd-
ing. The great increase of population among the
poor is the real difficulty; they will not adopt birth
control methods, and the children, apart from their
school life, are left to play about in the street and get
dirty and verminous— but | am quite satisfied that the
Borough Councils and London County Council are
doing a splendid work, and that the sanitary condi-
tion of London was never better than it is to-day.

Arthur B. Moss.

The art of life is more like the wrestler’'s art than
the dancer’s, in respect of this, that it should stand
ready and firm to meet onsets which are sudden and un-
expected.—Marcus Aurelius.
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Life in Lesu.

Ik we believed what missionaries told us we should re-
gard the natives of the South Sea Islands as little more
than beasts, whose only joy in life is to listen to mis-
sionaries preaching.

Luckily we have people like Dr. Hortense Powder-
maker, who after spending many months in the Melan-
esian Archipelago, has published through Messrs.
Williams and Norgate her Life in Lesu, a volume which
although costing 15s. is worth very much more for it is
frank, truthful and scientific.

She begins with a description of the island and its
daily life, and then describes the individual and social
life of the native from birth to death, dealing with every-
thing from work to sex, and from education to religion.

She tells us how children learn by observing, and that
the child is lucky inasmuch as “ he has not had held
before him one type of behaviour in economic transac-
tions or some other aspect of life, only to learn later that
it is not the actual practice. These Melanesian children
receive a realistic type of education.”

One wishes that the education of our own children
were on such a high level of common sense.

When Miss Powdermaker described a Christian marri-
age the natives were shocked, and one compared it to the
mating of pigs, and she herself compares the native re-
ligion to the Christian religion when she adds in a foot-
note (page 304) —

Exactly how the ghosts are to assist | was unable to
find out, and the natives seem to have no theories about
it. They call upon the ghosts to help them, but ex-
actly the way the ghosts are to do this, is ho more clear
to the Melanesian than the exact way in which the Lord
is supposed to bring about the answer to an earnest
Christian’s prayer is plain to the latter.

The author points out distinctly (page 306) that there
is little difference between religion and magic for “ the
individual lives in a world which he cannot completely
understand and control, and it is to this perplexing
phenomenon that he must make an adjustment, the form
of which is determined by his particular culture. Magic
and religion both give him the necessary security against
the uncertainties of human existence.”

In her summary Miss Powdermaker sees little differ-
ence between the Melanesian and the white man, for
although our knowledge may be more complete it is only
a matter of degree. “ We have recourse to prayer,
psychologically kin to magic, when we need confidence.
We too have our origin myths embedded in such institu-
tions as the Church.”

Finally Miss Powdermaker holds out little hopes for
those people who believe the native can become a
Christian. She admits that if the priests can catch them
young they might be able to mould the child into
pattern, but the Melanesian has his own beliefs, which
give him the same kind of security which a devout and
unquestioning Christian has.

“Even the newly missionized native, so far as | could
observe, is not a heretic. His Christian beliefs form a
superficial and upper layer laid over his own beliefs,
which are not denied. The two systems simply exist Qll
different levels and neither meet nor conflict.”

No doubt this statement will not appear in any mis-
sionary society’s report, but those who believe in reading
worthwhile books such as Life in Lesu will remember it.

Hay.
Life may change, but it may fly not;
Hope may vanish, but can die not;
Truth be veiled, but still it burnetii;
Love repulsed, but it returneth.
Shelley.

The desire of appearing clever often prevents our be-
coming so.—La Rochefoucauld.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, Longby
E.C.4. by the first post on Tuesday, or they will 3
inserted.

LONDON,

OUTDOOR. tk

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, I"I-Ebury
Bandstand) : 3.15, Sunday, September 3, Mr. Tiiusds

Salmon and BaII ” Cambridge Road, E.2, 80,
September 7, A Lecture.

Fulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (I'he GrovfL Jle
mersmith) : 7.30, Sunday, September 3, Mr. E. Br)»1"
Grove, Hammersmith, 7.30, Tuesday, September 5
Tuson. <

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pon
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, September 3, Air. E. Br>a' m godii
bury Corner, 80, Sunday, September 3, Mr. L- libuO q
Hill Park, Hampstead, 80, Monday, September 4. 1 j[r.
Tuson. Highbury Corner, 80, Thursday, September /.

L. Ebury. n

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwvell Park) L’ jiai
day, September 3, Mr. F. P. Corrigan. Cock I'oud, il
Old Town, 80, Wednesday, September 6, Mr. H 1
Chestnut Grove, Balham Station, 80, Thursday, SeP ej¥jdy;
Mr. C. Tuson. Alliwell Road, Clapham Junction, 8°.

September 8, Mr. F. P. Corrigan. .1.30
The Metropolitan Secular Society (Regents Par

and 6.0. . Cdiep
WEST Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside Technical

Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. Rosetti. Nje
West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12°'cV @

.Paine. 3.30, Platform 1, Messrs. C. Tuson and E- « ~ G

Platform 2, B. A. Le Maine. 6.30, Platform 1, eSSk fly3*
Wood and B. A. Le Maine. Platform 2, Messrs. A. ™ Jji
and E. C. Saphin. Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. C._Tus .jjy,
W. P. Campbell-Everden. Thursday, E. C. Saphin-
7.30, Messrs. C. Tuson and B. A. Le Maine. injer >
Woolwich (Beresford Square) : 80, Sunday, Septa jdnf
Mr. F. W. Smith. Mr. S. Burke—" That Greli\y "
Church.” * The Ship,” Plumstead Common, 80, ~ p|dir
day, September 6, Mr. F. P. Corrigan. “ The Ship™ jlinf
stead Common, 80, Friday, September 8 Messrs. >
and F. W. Smith.

COUNTRY.

INDOOR.

Ashington (Grand Hotel) : 7.0, Friday, September
Allan Flanders. g ji-
Ashinc.ton (Grand Hotel) : 7.0, Friday, September
1. Holliday—" Science v. Religion.” gre*t
Derby Branch (Keir Hardy Hall, Sacheverel
Derby) : 50, Sunday, September 3, Debate Mr- A ' ggc.
B.A. (London Mosque) v. Mr. IT. V. Blackmab

(N.S.S.)—" Is there a God?”
outdoor. Tul’ ,W
Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level) : 7.3°-
September 5, Mr. Keyes. / >

Crook (Market Place) : 7.0, Wednesday, September

J. T. Brighton.
Derby Branch N.S.S. (Nottingham, Council
Square) : 7.30, Thursday, August 31, Mr. Il. V. 31

li.Sc. Derby, Market Square, 80, Sunday, September

Tuesday, September 5 Mr. H. V. Blackman, B.Sc.
Glasgow Secular Society (Dunn Square, Paisley) - %4

Saturday, September 2, Mrs. Whitefield and R. Buntin;”gdJ

Regent Street, 7.30, Sunday, September 3, Mrs.

and R. Buntin. =1
Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive opposite 9"

Baths) : 8.0, Sunday, September 3, Messrs. C. McKeE1

). Robinson. Grierson Street, 80, Monday, Septdil

D. Robinson. Corner of High Park Street and p;ifk

80, Thursday, September 7, Messrs. A. Jackson and

Shortt. ji
Newbiggin (Bridge Street) : 6.30, Sunday, Septm”

Mr. Bradford. gj—i]?P
Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (BI [o] Market)

September 3, Mr. T. Holliday and Mr. J. T. BrlghtoH -
North Shields (Harbour View) : 7.0, Tuesday, SeP

S, Mr. J. T. Brighton. te,i#f
South Shields (The Pier Head) : 7.0, Monday, Se"

4, Mr. Flanders. Geptel*
Seaham Harbour (Church Street) : 7.30, Saturday, -
her 2, Mr. J. T. Brighton. o

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (The Green, Soutli\ee > T
site War Memorial) : 7.0, Friday, September 1, Mr- jff-
Brighton. Lambton Street, 7.0, Sunday, September 3>
Allan Flanders.
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Tre Secular Society, Ltd.

Chairman— CHAPMAN COHEN.

Company Limited by Guarantee,

hifsterg, Office; 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C/4.

Secretary: R. H. Rosetrti.
LHB Sv=*
treacqui'v™ was fQmed in 1898 to aiford legal security to
Te 8&10hand application of funds for Secular purposes.
Syay! '®&randum of Association sets forth that the
dda €, eXsare «——To pronote the principle that human
Pns QU be based upon natural edgeandnot
Vdid, 51 atUral belief, and that human welfare in this
t’defr jle ProPer end of all thought and action. To pro-
@iaj g Qan°* inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu-
ttc i ,0Pronote the conplete secularization of the State,
adhdi * ™ such lawful things as are conducive to
dits ofieIS 'so to hawve, hold, receive, and retain any
Rran nptey Paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any
ﬁESo::iety to employ the same for any of the purposes of

P~ an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a
yearly subscription of five shillings.
of menbers is limited to (1,
8ud ever be wound up.
Whire™ io i°in the Society participate in the control of its
RAdck, ad the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly
a 9. \a lbe Articles of Association that no member, as
tPw &l derive any sort of profit from the Society, either
4} of dividend, bonus, or interest,
brod="°c'ety’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
bu sl caethird of whom retire (by ballot), each year,
pj €‘gible for re-election.
S «: Sdes'ring to benefit the Society are invited to meke
tdrwi{f* or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in
‘arej, s The now historic decision of the House of Lords
=47, &°'viran and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in
RS \erkatim report of which may be obtained from its
‘tdit efs* the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, nmekes
2 »ypossible to set aside such bequests.

tigesr!l °1 Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
| r insertion in the wills of testators :—
fde™M\e and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
thetSm °* ..., tfee from Legacy Duty, and | direct
hareoePt&mdbyhmﬁ%r%e of the Board of
Jf .Sdd Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a
it . discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.
‘honj . advisable, but not necessary, |hat the Secretary
tigs J formally notified of such bequests, as wills aone-
Hftic?ex lost or mislaid. A form of membership, with full
It ij ars- will be sent on application to the Secretary,
* Eosuxti, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
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EDITION OF INGERSOLL'S WORKS.

12 Volumes large 8vo.
£°*traits, in good condition.
at Seven guineas

10s. Od.

“Freethinker”

Numerous
Pub-

Price £3

“* No. D. L Office.

“"Wanted children

* Qivilized Community there should be no
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rar
~ 11 Hlustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth

J litfol Requisites and Books, send a ij~d. stamp to

N HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks»

Established nearly half a century.
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FOOTSTEPS of the PAST

J. M. Wheeler

With a Biographical Note by VICTOR B. NEUBURQ

Joseph Mazzini Wheeler was not merely a popular-

izer of scientific studies of religion, he was a real

pioneer in the field of anthropology. His present

work is rich in ascertained facts, but richer still in

suggestions as to future lines of research. It is a book

that should be in the hands of all speakers and oOf
| students of the natural history of religion.

| Price 3s. 6d. 228 pages. By post 3s. 9d

( The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

J Alist of Ingersoll's Pamphlets published by (

The Pioneer Press. \

ROME OR REASON ? - 3d. \
WHAT IS RELIGION P - Id.

WHAT IS IT WORTH P - Id. I

HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH Id. 1

MISTAKES OF MOSES 2d. |

| The above will be sent post free for 8d. I

BLASPHEMY ON TRIAL \

DEFENCE OF FREE
SPEECH

By
G. W. FOOTE.
With Historical Introduction bv H. Cutner

. Being a Three Hours' Address to the Jury in the Court
] of Queen's Bench, before Lord Coleridge on April
| B> 1883

i Price SIXPENCE.

i The Pioneer Press, 61 Farnngpon Street, 1.c4. \]
Nt o o ft_»ft-a n

Postage id. v
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' GOD AND THE UNIVERSE |

j EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & EINSTEIN

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN
With a Reply by Professor A. S. Eddington

Second Edition.

— —

-

(issued by the Secular Societyf Ltd.J
fr—'b

Postage 2d.
Postage 3d.

Paper 2s.
Cloth 3s.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, R.C.4.
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A BOOKLET WITH A BITE

SOME
CHRISTIAN TYPES

by

CRITICUS
(With an illustrated cover by H. Cntrer)

Pen pictures of Piety in the
Professions

Candid—Caustic—Convincing

Price 4d. By post 5d.

-

The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4

(

220 pages of Wit and Wisdom

BIBLE ROMANCES

By G. W. Foote

The Bible Romances is an illustration of G. W.
Foote at his best. It is profound without being

"

dull, witty without being shallow; and is ns
itidispensible to the Freethinker as is the
Bible Handbook.

Price 2/6 Postage 3d.

Well printed and well bound.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
| - -

FREVML? a?

An Exposition of the Subject in the Eight of the j
Doctrines of Evolution. ;

By Chapman Cohen.

Half-Cloth, 2a 6d, Postage 2Ad

SECOND EDITION.

The Pioneer Press, 6l Farringdon Street, E.C.4. |
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