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WE. Truth” of Religion.
\iere, ~fortunately, not far out in saying that

Here
Sl r,"Vul(f be very little notice taken of the luger-
\hiJnttnary in tile English press.  Whether the
nefiean press will behave differently remains to be
~°r information on that head we shall have
ony b Until American papers reach us. So far, the
tit 'Ihce of lugersoll we have seen appeared in
in tI]Jni'i'faw World- This points out the similarity
Poliy>1Careers °f Bradlaugh and Ingersoll in their
- X X X4 / *
had a somewhat similar experience that
llo™ Untcd for the position that they took up of
s a 'i to orthodox Christianity. As Mr. Moody
EI' > fngersoll shortly after his death in 1899, “ |
j 'tVe that Ingersoll was driven away from Clirist-
b '% by the abuse of Christians. He was railed at
jJ diem, and he saw the dark side of Christianity.
T: e Sot twisted when he was young.”
“C an*,CS. arc nnne>anc™ ™ illustrates the truth of
(feiiy. Ration given from Ingersoll last week, that
tile f¢ y udien one buries a lie it is resurrected in
sall %Lbﬁf an epitaph. The truth that both Inger-
Bradlaugh rejected Christianity, real Christ-
"Oul’ 1Mkt iJe hidden lest some should be induced to
it el wilk»and so be led to end with the same re-
tre pi .le Christianity that these men attacked was
Cljri~'~Mianity of at least ninety per cent of the
hed patls °f their day. The arguments they used
Cattle or nothing to do with the character of
W j lans> Arguments as to the reality or falsity of
3f, 10n. of miracles, of the existence of God or of
dia™le ™ e>have nothing whatever to do with the
reitbCter of those who believe in these things', and
mX tr °f the two men named was such a fool as to
"ho'. lhat doctrines could not be true because many
that,Sieved in them were blackguards. It is true
Pa}hrjtlgradlaugh and Ingersoll had very Christian
by, 1N Bradlaugh’s case the combined action of
. .. and parent led to bis leaving home, but that
because lie had begun to question the truth of
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Christianity. It was not the action of parent and par-
son that caused him to question Christian teaching.
And Ingersoll protested in the plainest language that
his father never acted towards him- with unkindness
in any direction—unless it was the unconscious un-
kindness of loading his youthful mind with Christian
teaching.- Ingersoll was not driven from Christianity
by the abuse of Christians.  Christians abused him
because he would not accept Christianity. The
Christian World reverses the order of things. It is
true that Ingersoll got twisted when he was young
That is the way Christians are made.  You cannot
turn a healthy boy into a Christian without twist-
ing. But Ingersoll straightened himself out when lie
was yet in his.’teens, and those who remained twisted
railed the harder at him for doing so.
* * *

How is it Done P

The Christian World closes its notice with another
effort at explanation. It quotes Major Pond, the
famous lecture agent, as saying that Ingersoll was
“ without doubt one of the greatest popular orators
of the age,” and concludes :(—

How far things have advanced since liis day con-
cerning the battle ground of faith is well illustrated
by the title of one of his most popular and effective
books, Some Mistakes of Moses. Enlightened Biblical
criticism has long since put that type of Secularist
argument out of court.

Agreed ! For large bodies of Christians to-day the
main arguments of Paine’'s Age of Reason as of
lugersoll’'s Mistakes of Moses, are unquestionable.
But not for all Christians even to-day. Millions
of Christians in England and America are still, to-
day, much in the position that believers were a couple
of generations ago. And but for such writings as Some
Mistakes of Moses, the vast majority of them, would
be in that state. Enlightened Biblical criticism has
not put Secularist arguments out of court by refuting,
but by accepting them. Freetliouglit propaganda has
brought enlightenment to thousands of Christians,
and has so made possible a larger measure of intel-
lectual honesty to hundreds of preachers. The
Christian World must have forgotten that it is hardly
more than two generations since Christian believers
were split into warring camps over Bishop Colenso’s
criticism of the Pentateuch, with the vast majority
on the side of a rigid orthodoxy. And Colenso
was only doing in a more scholarly way what had
been done over two generations earlier by Free-
thinkers, very many of whom were sent to prison for
saying what “enlightened Biblical critics” said with
comparative safety at a later date.

But the Christian World is just a trifle disingenuous
in writing as though Ingersoll’'s work was concerned
only with the orthodox view of the Bible, and that
the sting has been taken out of liis attack by en-
lightened criticism accepting his conclusions. Criti-
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cism of the Bible was but a part of the attack. What
of the attack on the belief in God, in a soul, in a
future life, of the evils of established churches, of the
impetus given by religion to some of the worst
gualities of human nature? Has enlightened Biblical
criticism “put these out of court?” It is not merely
the Bible that Ingersoll attacked, it was the whole of
religious ideas, and all modern scholarship has done
is to confirm the attack. It is an old game for a
threatened interest to give away a little in order to re-
tain the rest, but in this case what is retained has no
better claim to veracity or utility than what has been
rejected.

* * *

Bunk about the Bible.

Another illustration of the shifts to which defenders
of the Bible resort! At present the Daily Telegraph
is running a series of articles on various Bible stories
in relation to Egyptian folk-lore and early Egyptian
life. The articles are by Dr. Yahuda, a very
eminent Hebraist and Egjmptologist. In the Church
Times for August 4, the Telegraph advertised the
coming articles under the title “ The Truth of the
Bible,” and the advertisement went on to say that the
series would offer “ the latest evidence on the truth
of the Bible narrative.” Now the series of articles
does nothing of the kind. When Christians speak of
the truth of the Bible, they mean the truth of the
story as told in the Bible, beginning with the creation
story, and ending with say, the account of the settling
of the Jews in Palestine.  But all that Dr. Yahuda
shows is that the story of the Flood, etc., is built up
from different legends and that in their existing
form they were recast by someone who was well
acquainted with Egyptian customs and language.
This no one denies. For a very large number of years
one of the Freethinking indictments of Christian be-
lief in the Bible is just what Dr. Yahuda is now
striving to establish, namely, that the Biblical stories
of the creation, the Flood, etc., are legends, different
forms of which existed in the ancient Eastern world,
and which were reduced by some unknown hand to a
single narrative, and then palmed off on the world as
literal history. What Dr. Yahuda has actually done
is to prove that the story of the Bible as told by the
Christian and Jewish Churches is hopelessly false.

I do not sa3r that Dr. Yahuda is trying to bolster up
the Bible story as the Churches have it. | fancy
that this is due to the editorial policy of the Tele-
graph. It is still not a profitable game for a news-
paper to tell the truth about the Bible or about re-
ligion. The delusion must be kept up somehow; if it
cannot be perpetuated in the old form then it must be
in a new one. And no one who is acquainted with
Christian propaganda will ever expect an over-scrupu-
lous regard for the truth.

Chapman Cohen.

To R. @G Ingersoll.

Because YOU gave me Light where all was Darkness;
Because YOU stripped my Path of lurking fears,

And shattered, in the splendour of YOUR greatness
The tawdry temple of my wasted years.

Because YOU gave me back Life's joy and laughter;
Because YOU came “ with healing in YOUR wings,”
To one frail heart afraid of the Hereafter—
Great Robert Ingersoll, for all these things

I thank YOU, and applaud in exultation

For clouds YOU scattered from Man’s dreary end ;
Now | shall never kneel in adoration

To any Deity but YOU—my Friend.

Stem,a Goldsmith.
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Debasing the Moral Currency'

“ On words rests the axis of the intellectual
On a word hath hung the destine of nations.
IF. S. U nioh
but te

1
“ The pen may be mightier than the sw°r >

claims of humanity are superior to both.” /e
Freethinkers must often smile at the
manceuvres of the Press Gang by which all j »
relating to the Freethought Movement are eh1 ~
eluded altogether or most grossly misrepresefl
Christian editors in the interests of their °"Vil reljdie
Indeed, in some cases, the conspiracy °4
against Freethought is passing wonderfues
very name is treated like that of the deity O
Ancient Semites, which was never to be §]k®
Where the conspiracy of silence is broken, 8C§\Ig\ﬂq4}
ally, the Christians display anether aspect
attitude towards Freethought which is then n
resented and slandered. Few, however, ar
aware that this particularly pious habit is eX
far beyond the newspaper and periodical PreSS ;ga
even extends to literature itself, and that the can
of calumny is just as apparent in some books 1 ©
press publications. Look, for example, at Jon
called works of reference which are to be fJlu”
public and private libraries and so many homeS *
notice how Freethought and Freethinkers are. jep
in their pages. Sins of omission and commissi@ ™~
to the eyes of the reader, who may be ill-pi‘ePal™ t]e
this present-day exhibition of the fierce flash 0 e
primitive spirit of fanaticism of the Ages of 18" ° ¢ef
and Faith. For, nowadays, Christians are no
able to crush opposition with the rack and the
and thev are obliged to answer its arguments, °r 1
a noisy show of defending their own medievd
trines. FEeelir
against them, and afraid to resist it, they ben«
it rather than break. .

One of the most popular series of the present
the Home University Library, which includes, a Jt
numerous other volumes, a work on the eu jien
Age of Literature. This particular work hns
entrusted to Gilbert K. Chesterton, whose
brand of piety is so pronounced that even the ¢ »
of the series apologises for its exuberanice. , .fs
may well do this, for Chesterton uses his talL ;
tyrannously in the service of the most reactt®"aT
all Churches. He has nothing but the crudaﬁ'[k,,f.
suit for the great intellectuals. Ignoring
ful of masterpieces from the pen of Thomas Ui>rdy;
Chesterton refers to him as “ a sort ot village ™ '
brooding and blaspheming over the village " «
Swinburne, a rare and brilliant genius, who €'/.i-
the boundaries of English poetry, is accused
posing “ a learned and sympathetic and ific Oy
parody on the Litany of the Blessed Virgin,”
an ironical suggestion in a Protestant country, a
of the superb Songs before Sunrise, Chester!@
tempts to belittle these beautiful lyrics by addir_1?—4(l
they celebrated a sunrise that never Mmateria? (0
Even the great authors of the nineteenth centn’ B,
not escape his Romish censure, and-are-dubbed' LA
fully, “ lame giants.” All women writers wh°
any independence of thought are derided and 1™ ;4
Emily Bronte, the shy genius who wrote ivttt"
Heights, and some very noble poems, is descry5”
being “ as unsociable as a storm at midnight- j &
only Freethinker to whom Chesterton is even
James Thomson, the author of The City of Prt|*v
Night, who, he informs us, pontifically, “ kne™ jjs
to be democratic in the dark.” As Chesterton }
the poet’s name with a “ p, the complimentV"j.,
very doubtful one in the end. And Gilbert

~is
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tonis the- journalist who challenges the dogmatis
freethinkers, convicts science of irrationality, an”

"ho pretends to find liberty inside the rmg o>
Romanism,  with its monasteries an s a
Chesterton contributing jests to conuc p. girough
nmuchbraver figure than Chesterton grinnin
ahorse-collar and fancying himself an is on

Cre popular Everyman’s Library, A7 tat

House of Dent, has many admirable qua i 1 <> n
Rest one work is open to similar objection.

Sn1t Biographical Dictionary of Einghsh

«V j. W. Cousins, who is as bigoted ~ biassed as
Chesterton himself. The following curious L
rHetes to Shelley, whose Freethought stood
square to all the winds that blow.

e charge ot Atheism rests chiefly on “ Mab,’
lati" "k  a b°y> printed by him for private circu-
°pinio aU™ t0 some exlent repudiated as personal

pen lls Is unpardonable, for even the title of the
an flnoted wrongly. Shelley admitted himself
tio, eis”>and his book was the subject of prosecu-
S llla"C times for blasphemy. But any stick is
an i€" p gh to burl at a Freethinker. James Thorn-
\ear™ lls time introduced as an awful warning, for
lea to® vaews “ resulted in depression, which
Sayil° (’Psoniania.” George Eliot is caricatured by

g?nf d view of life is pessimistic,
<iiQt' I, 6 7act tbat this gifted woman expressly
atllgy ne word, “ meliorism,” in order to show her
Robl,.. attftu<ic towards optimism and pessimism.
OVer; Huchanan’s Freethought views are slurred
ipok R tbe grudging admission that his most out-

Chr; . Hems were directed against certain aspects of
ustianity,

another famous reference-book, Chamber’s
isfidij °Pcedia, in an edition issued a few years ago,
I'l, bias against Freethinkers. A diatribe against
st* |I's Pai- is quoted from the pen of Leslie
hut ,. ' y’Hicli the writer apologised for afterwards,
i there’is o mention of the latter fact. Robert
rkersoll Is said to have attracted more attention than
ae%%%i'ved. Readers are referred for information
Charles Bradlaugh to a libellous life by
i va&¥ a work which Bradlaugh proceeded
Oy''st 'n the Law Courts, and had destroyed. Even
a0, ‘' °nce queen of the circulating libraries, is
pd of  muscular heathenrv,” and  encyclo-

¢ kgnorance.”

in%0 °ne might go on filling column after column,
a] T'l0igh lias been said. This is the latest form of

heep ani;0s religious tradition, which may be traced

‘U r 1S H'e old Roman poet. The fortunes of really
\j,~anding authoks, tike Voltaire, Byrgr; Shellpy,
h@ndlth, Swinburne, and even Bernard Shaw, have
uis; n,nch influenced by this frigid and calculating
hat °11CePti°n. Freethought invariably incurs the
Uior™ Hie orthodox, and no human enmity is
Qli  Unscrupulous, more relentless, or more ven-
ihiil'llS'  H'his garbage is thrown at Freethinkers of

to (M'e forethought, and of set purpose. It is meant

LvIilinn Xowv3 tty Ul

llgh who are outside the ranks of the Christian
has gl°" which is a vested interest. Freethought
j» "rested so many positions from Christianity that
tio,;1'fr'r to support the tottering edifice of supersti-
fl, believers will hesitate at nothing to strengthen
m_."avering allegiance of their luke-warm fellow-

Instiags,  The priesthood will never rebuke their
7, 11* followers for lying for the glory of their
Q)iM'beaded God, even if they debase the moral

lncy in the process. And, mark you, all this
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chicanery, all this lying, all this dishonesty, is for
the perpetuation of an Oriental superstition, by means
of which an impudent and audacious set of priestly
impostors can gain an easy and comfortable liveli-
hood in a time when millions of British men and
women are in the grip of the direst poverty !

Mimnermus.

The Victorian Child.

“ One can understand the atmosphere in which the
future Victorians grew up, when we realize that for so
many of them, during their most impressionable years,
the Lord was above, and papa, if not listening at the
door, somewhere below, and lower still, a not improb-
able Hell. (B. Wingfield-Stratford : The Victorian
Tragedy, p. 67.)

That the treatment of the child throughout the
Christian ages—by which we mean those periods
which were governed by a belief in a future life,
either in heaven or hell—was stern and severe, is in-
disputable. And, granting the premises by which
the parents were guided, their actions were quite
logical. If there is an eternal future of agony or
bliss, awaiting every being born into the world,
depending upon his conduct and belief while upon
earth, then it is the plain duty of parents to make
every effort to secure an eternity of bliss for their off-
spring, and the utmost severity is justified in punish-
ing any straying from the straight and narrow path
of piety and duty. By neglect of their duty in this
respect, they would themselves have to answer for
their conduct at the judgment day.

We are told by Christian apologists that Christ-
ianity threw a halo over childhood, because Jesus was
born in a manger. It did nothing of the kind. In a
heathen country like Japan, the children are much
happier than they ever were under Christian rule.
Many travellers have testified to the fact. Mrs. Hugh
Fraser, who knew the Japanese intimately, after des-
cribing the unfettered life led by little children in
Japan, says: “ There is no scolding and punishing,
no nursery disgrace . . . Here, children are always
welcome; they come and go as they like, are spoilt,
if love means spoiling, by father and mother, rela-
tions and servants; but they grow imperceptibly in
the right shape.” 1 Love for children, ini Japan, “ is
recognized as a national virtue.” Heathen Japan
sets an example here that Christians would do well
to follow, for, says Mrs. Fraser: “ There is no baby
torture here, .no beating, no starvation, none of the
indescribable horrors exi>osed and punished in some
degree by our only too necessary Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Children. From one end of
Japan to the other, a child is treated as a sacred thing,
be it one’s own or a stranger’s.” (Vol. Il., p. 227)

Last year there were 106,382 cases of cruelty to
children brought to the notice of the above-named
Society, of whom 511 were prosecuted! A Japanese
would be shocked to know that any nation could
need such a Society. Mrs. Fraser continues: “1 feel
that there must be a great deal to say for a system of
education which, without robbing childhood of a
moment’s bright happiness, can clothe little children
of every condition with this garment of perfect
courtesy. | have rarely seen its match, except once
or twice among little Austrian and Italian royalties.”
(Vol. I1., p. 195) And this was the result of arti-
ficial education.

Nor were these fine manners confined to the aristoc-
racy, for, comparing the upper and lower classes,

1Mrs. Hugh Fraser : A Diplomatist's Wife in Japan, Vol.
I-, P- 349-
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Mrs. Fraser observes: “ except that the nobles
showed rather more gravity of demeanour, and were
far more beautiful to look at, there was really noth-
ing to choose between the classes.” (p. 194.) Ex-
plain it who can, concludes Mrs. Fraser:—

It is in the blood, and can be counted on with abso-
lute certainty. It is, to me, most comforting to see
that all that is desirable in the little people’s deport-
ment can be attained without snubbings or punish-
ments or weary scoldings. The love showered upon
children simply wraps them in warmth and peace,
and seems to encourage every sweet good trait of
character without ever fostering a bad one. Japanese
children are never frightened into telling lies or hid-
ing their faults. Open as the day, they bring every
joy or sorrow to father or mother to be shared or
healed, and their small likes or dislikes are quite as
much taken into account as those of their elders.
(Mrs. H. Fraser: A Diplomatist's Wife in Japan,
Vol. Il., p. 195.)

Mrs. Fraser thinks it cannot be explained— “ It is
in the blood.” The Japanese have not had to endure
nearly two thousand years of the Christian religion;
that is the whole secret of the matter. Hannah
More, whose moral and pious works were very influ-
ential, and widely circulated during the eighteenth
century, puts the Christian view of children in a nut-
shell. She says:—

Is it not a fundamental error to consider children
as innocent beings, whose little weaknesses may per-
haps want some correction, rather than as beings
who bring into the world a corrupt nature and evil
dispositions, which it should be the great end of
education to rectify ? This appears to be such a
foundation truth, that if | were asked what quality
is most important in an instructor of youth, | should
not hesitate to reply, “ such a strong impression of
the corruption of our nature as should ensure a dis-
position to counteract it : together with such a deep

\view and thorough knowledge of the human heart,

as should be necessary for developing and controll-
ing its most secret and complicated workings.2

Children are not little innocents; they “ bring into
the world a corrupt nature and evil dispositions,”
which must be stamped out if the child’s soul is to be
saved; hence the severity of Christian education. We
can imagine with what scorn a Japanese would re-
ceive this revolting suggestion.

The childhood of the average uncultured savage is
much happier than that of the average Christian child
during the Christian ages clown to the nineteenth
century, and in most cases is so still. Sir Hector
Duff, who has been acting Resident under the Nyasa-
land Government, tells us, in his recently published
book, African Small Chop :—

Africa is, in fact, a paradise for children—that is,
native children . . . Even their lessons take the
agreeable form of answering riddles and listening to
stories of the past. | don’t think they are ever
beaten, but then it is difficult to see how they could
do anything to deserve a beating in a world where so
little is required of them and so little forbidden,
(pp. 106-107.)

Westermarck, in his great and valuable work, The
Origin and Development of the Moral Ideas, says:
“ All authorities agree that the Australian black is
affectionate to his children.” Howitt, who studied
their manners and customs, declared that he had
never “ sear a parent beat or cruelly use a child.”
Other representatives, says Westermarck, “ of the
lowest savagery, as the Veddahs and Fuegians, are
likewise described as tender parents.” And he con-
cludes : “ Innumerable facts might indeed be quoted
to prove that parental affection is not a late product

2Cited by Langdon-Davies : A Short History of Women,
p. 321
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of civilization, but a normal feature of fbe sa”?
mind as it is known to us.” (Vol. 1 »P-
Westermarck cites the testimony of over
travellers to this point.

Eet the reader, if he has not done so, reat™lgr
pathetic masterpiece, Father and Son, by the a
Edmund Gosse; and The Way of all Flesh, 10" »
in the form of a novel, Samuel Butler descn
childhood; then he will understand what the Vic O
child had to endure. The late King Edward s e
life was made wretched in a similar way. n

The two sisters, Ann and Jane Taylor. ~
flourished during the early and middle Part ~
nineteenth century, wrote several books for cm1 ~
including Infant Hymns for Infant Minds. N
the hymns is entitled, “ A Child’s Hymn of Pia"’
of which the following is a verse :—

I thank the goodness and the grace,
Which on my birth have smiled,

And made me, in these Christian days
A happy English child.

There is more concentrated, if unconscious,
in this quatrain, considering the time when 1
written, than in any other verse with which "
acquainted.

\y. MaN

“Powder and Shot.”

1lhis year marks the centenary of the abolition szgl\:/
slave trade for, in 1833, the Bill which euiancT
thousands of slaves in British possessions
through the House of Commons. Observant sUK (
of the Church’s newspapers will have notiged |0'
most denominations are using the occasion LA
to the Almighty their belated thanks that the ~
nighted Negroes have been released from boudaS™ ™
such a long time. We ask in all seriousness h°W W.
possible for the Christian’s conscience to n
Jekyll and Hyde sort of pantomime and remain
from the charge of dishonesty and humbug.

In Christianity, Slavery and Labour, by ChaPn r
Cbken, there is told such a tale of horrors. infn
upon defenceless races by Christian people tha Al
cannot fail to treat the pious apologia of the twent
century clericals with the scant respect that@Q
deserves. One would think from what they |
day that slavery was finally abolished one hum
years ago, for which fact our thanks to God were 1L
They do not suspect that aught is amiss with
Negro populations of America, Africa and ¥~
places, at present, despite the existence of W~
wealthy and wide-spread agencies for converting j
heathen to the ways of Jesus Christ. We can Q'
regard the concern for the slaves evinced bgttnf
Churches this year as we should a bilious
which temporarily relieves the patient of in (
difficulties, but does not teach him to stop gour«'31
ising in the future.

Putting the motive of the Churches in the n°
favourable light, that is to say, assuming 4
they celebrate the centenary with a genuine twingf
conscience, what do we find? 111 mere verb';l-
they are liberal enough, but, if we look for a pract!.
programme of expiation for one of the most teW
crimes in the history of the Churches, we see no
at all of this. Bishops can shed salt tears copi®,ij
for the poor Negroes who were tortured in the '
terests of the Christian clerics of bygone times,
before we believe that they are more than crocoll



‘ears we must have some evidence that these s
Wliops are prepared to make such reparation”™ tbem

Negro victims as lies in their power. ’ , 0j
protest throughout Christendom against any

'“°lur Bar as earnestly and effectively as 1

%ﬁ%%gﬁg? against the sl e\}r%ethe Nedaroes

8F§FEH|@§ give bacj f them,
«e land which they have appropriated n
"urdly, let them withdraw then Ol c.instituting
which serve the purpose, not merey o - ~ut Of
®e unenlightened superstition for ano > N oa
keePing the Negroes and other Coloured 1™ gto

state of ignoble submission to those w 10
rtt them of their human rights.

D1 producing here more evidence of the chsgr siave
Part played by the Christian Churches u

trace we have fwa pbjects i ARG One is to pre-
venttHe impression arising that such evifianug. asalres

Eﬁ%been cojla%ed is all that can he foun
1]

u Is our ope that such information will be
%oe’rpf,/,kkle Propagandists of the National Secular

CliUm tO ckenounce. the present hypocrisy of the
\e .'rs' It we neglected to take up this attitude
"ise tf ~ encourage our Christian opponents to mini-
their  enormity of this particular crime, for which
it easie 1RI°US were largely responsible, and so make
tilg 1tor them to perpetrate the fresh crimes which

n'e contemplating for the future.

for,,°>.  1Urch’s attitude to slavery is revealed in the
"MINS quotations

enlICe Was a general notion throughout all Christ-
s 'QU that it was wrong for one Christian to en-
¢ another, and that as soon as a pagan was bap-
pr ~C COUNL be no longer held as a slave. This
tp 7ented for many years the work of Christianizing
I C Negroes. So strong was the feeling that it was
1 "I'l necessary in several of the colonies to pass
expressly stating that the condition of the
Was not changed when he was taken into
ii- 'Uvh. (The Story of the Negro. Booker T.
~hmgton, p. n5)
tje n°ng the early Colonists of the Carolinas were
Moravians and the Salzburgers, who were op-
t° slavery upon religious grounds. These
¢ VC ndtlistood for some time the temptation to
ttj >0y Negro slaves. At length, however, they re-
j. Vot a message from the head of the Church of
Ir°Pe to the effect that if they took slaves for the
ii,1tH)sc of receiving them into the Church and lead-
to Christ, not only was this not a sin, but
might prove a blessing. (The same, pp. 118-119.)1

slaye

o pf 7esl>ite the laws, a more powerful motive had
milid before the Negroes of the slave planta-
m the New World were finally Christianized.

m Law Mathieson writes that: —

a> "ere were 21 parishes in Jamaica; but their aver-
WA ar°a was al)ove 140 square miles, and the clergy
viii)L 'ar 1'0OIn earning their substantial stipends and
r »«Hous fees. Their incomes were said to have
for 1 ffoin Xr>o000 to £3,000 per year. A society
j INe conversion and education of the Negro slaves
i, 1 'men founded under the auspices of Bishop
"'tens in 1794.

jy'kn Act of 1817 provided for the baptism of
j. e8T°es at 2S. 6d. per head. In six months
clergy announced he had baptized one-fiftli of

s 14,000 negro parishioners and had adopted “ pre-
jmatory measures for the speedy baptism of the
‘ole.” At least two other clergymen had been
s.""0Ost equally successful. Instantaneous conver-
NIl Was no novelty to English people at home, but
in'T wero 11°t prepared for the form it was to assume
'die West Indies. “ The usual practice has been
assemble numbers of the Negroes either at the
mrches or on the estates, sometimes from 50 to
0°r more; they are merely asked what their names

are to be and then baptized en masse, the rector re-
ceiving half-a-crown currency for each convert.
(British Slavery and its Abolition, p. no.)

1 Tre commercial benefits of the slave trade were
recognized and accepted with the Church’s sanction.

In a report of the Common’s Select Committee on
the slave trade in 1832 we find that:—

A planter who was examined by the Committee
testified that religious instruction made the slaves
more obedient and raised their market value. (The
same, p. 2x7.)

We can say that up to 1832 the Quakers were the
only religious denomination which had identified
itself with the movement for the abolition of the slave
trade, and that the Baptist leaders were not disposed
to abandon their neutrality. One Roman Catholic
has been bold enough to admit that his Church did
nothing whatever against the Trade. Fr. C. C.
Martindale, S.J., has said that:—

Catholic countries entered into slave trade compe-
tition as much as others did; and it was not Catho-
lics who took the lead in abolishing the trade . . .
I do not know that Catholics, anywhere, denounced,
collectively, that the system as such was sinful.

The laws which the Christians devised to keep the
Negroes in order would lead us to believe that these
slaves must have been wild beasts, if we had no other
evidence of the savagery of which Christians are cap-
able. For instance, John H. Harris quotes from the
written laws of the sugar islands as follows :—

It is therefore enacted that any negro, who has
been one year in the island and runs away 30 days,
shall suffer death. (Barbadoes.)

Slaves harbouring runaways to receive 21 lashes
by order of a justice for the first offence, and the
runaway the same punishment; for the second
offence 39 lashes; for the third 39 lashes, and shall
be branded R on the right cheek. (Barbadoes.)

A slave absenting himself 3 months, to suffer
death, loss of limb, or whipping, at the discretion of

two justices. (Antigua.)
A slave offering violence to a Christian, to be
severely whipped, for the first offence; for the

second, to be severely whipped, his nose slit, and
branded in the face with a hot iron; for the third
such greater punishment as the governor and council
shall think fit. (Slavery or Sacred Trust, p. 7.If)
(Barbadocs.)

Clergymen themselves were not above such bar-
barous practices, for the Rev. R. W. Bridges, who
had endeared himself to the planters in the West
Indies by publishing a pamphlet in reply to Wilber-
force, was put on trial and acquitted, despite incon-
trovertible evidence, for having violently struck and
kicked his coloured cook, Kitty Hylton, and for
having had her flogged with bamboo rods.

Lord Dartmouth, a prominent Evangelical (nick-
named the “ Psalm-singer”) who became Prime Mini-
ster, said : “We cannot allow the Colonies to check
or discourage in any degree a traffic so beneficial to
the nation.”

onet8he Church’s celebration of the centenary of the

abolition of the slave trade does not wipe out their
past record in this respect. Nor does it show that
they have any real remorse or desire to mend their
ways. That can only be shown by a changed atti-
tude towards all the forms of slavery, forced labour
and exploitation of the “ Heathen ” races by the
Christian nations which exist to-day, and which the
Church not only sanctions but actively supports.

G.F.G.
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The Prodigal Son.

A distinguished rationalistic writer accepts the
parable of the Prodigal Son as “ really beautiful and
important but does not furnish any detailed
reasons for doing so. |If it is suggested that the
parable contains lessons of the highest morality and
the wisest kind of compassion, the present writer
begs to demur.

The parable is an illustration of the recovery of the
lost. Ini Luke xv. it follows immediately after the
two parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin.
“ The Prodigal Son ” has always been a favourite
theme with modern evangelists. But when it has been
looked closely into, one has difficulty in discerning
the grounds for characterizing the story as beautiful
and important. No doubt from a literary point of
view there is a sense of the dramatic in it; but any
real or practical good sense is not to be discovered.
The reception of the erring son by his father savours
of sheer sentimentality.

But its Law and its Economics are alike grotesque
and impossible.  What is the story? “ A certain
man had two sons. And the younger of them said to
his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.”
Thereafter the younger son travels to a far country,
spends his substance in riotous living, is overtaken
by famine, hires himself out as a swineherd; and at
length having “ come to himself ” decides to return
to the old homestead, is received by his father with a
welcoming kiss; by his father’'s command he is in-
vested with the best robe, has a ring put on his hand
and shoes on his feet, the fatted calf is killed and a
joyous feast is held to celebrate his return. Natur-
ally when his brother, the elder son, returns from his
toil in the field he is puzzled by the noise of music
and dancing at home, is indignant when he learns the
reason for it; and refuses to share in the festivities.
In answer to his father’s entreaties, he points out that
notwithstanding his loyal service for many years on
the farm his father never even gave him a kid that he
might make merry with his friends, but that when the
prodigal conies back, the fatted calf is Killed for
him!

Now to go back to the beginning, what must we
assume to have been the actual position? We are
told the stark fact that the father divided unto his
two sons “ his living.” Let us take it this meant the
fee or capital of the father’s estate, subject to a pro-
visionl for the father’s maintenance during his life.
As he was, however, deprived of the younger son’s
service by his departure from home, one would sup-
pose that the latter’'s share in the division would be
pro tanto reduced in some way to effect an equitable
arrangement. But we are told no more in this regard
than that lie divided unto them his living.

It may of course be suggested that the old man had
some secret hoard; or that by the law of the land he
had patriarchal rights which reserved to him peculiar
powers over his property, or that the farm was retain-
able by him as not being part of his “living.” But in
any view the younger son’s share, whatever it was,
had entirely escaped the father’'s control, was not
affected by any reservation in the father’s favour and
was in point of fact squandered by the younger son in
a far country in *“ riotous living.” So that any
funds the father could depend upon for his own sup-
port or enjoyment must have been his own or his
elder son’s. If, however, we accept the story liter-
ally he had completely divested himself of his living
in favour of his two sons; and therefore the state of
things suggested by the question which the younger
son addresses to himself beside the swine troughs :
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hlow matiy hired servants of my fdiher's have bregd
enough and to spare and | perish with huu?e ¢
was entirely non-existent. How could his %\
have servants when he had no means of paying
wages? The elder son, one naturally supposes, and
in full possession and management of the famb
his father was living with him—not he wit
father. So the father was rather exceeding hisrl
by ordering the expensive reception for the y°l j
son without prior consultation with the elder,
again if we are to accept the statement as tO
division of the father’s living without qualifica' j
the complaint by the older son that he had never
given a kid to- make merry witli his friends was ce
absurd and childish; as also was his assertion t1
to then he had been serving his father. a
with his share of the living in hand, he was * 1
himself; and it was open to him to have a bac
party when he wished to do so without going ¢
hand to his father for permission. N

We need not enter upon an unprofitable disoij-
as to the relative qualities of the two sons win ~
been a favourite topic among Christians for n
tions. But even if the father had the legal QL O™
mic right and title to receive the prodigal te
without reference to lus elder son, he cain
thing to excess; and the younger son’s accepts
his father’'s lavishness does not put him ma f
favourable light. A striking parallel to the y°I »
son is to be found ini the Master of Ballantf®
Robert Louis Stevenson. Stevenson as a cluc ~
brought up in a strict Presbyterian atmosphere*
was thoroughly familiar with the Bible.
Master of Ballantrae (James) was the black s{pfd
and wandering rapscallion. Henry, his brotheliﬂ the
remained at home, was quite in keeping ficd
character of the elder brother in the Parable-
James, despite all his devilment (and repentance ~
a plant he had noi use for in his garden 1 was E\e,l-n'ble
father’s favourite. Again and again he made @t
inroads upon the family’s financial resources,

a duel with his brother, and came to a squa

A genial Archdeacon of the Nineteenth
avowed that when as a young clerk in orders b™ "
to read in Church for the first time the parable - je
Prodigal Son, he waxed so eloquent that whel <
reached the words “ Bring forth the best robe, a .
he only just pulled himself up in time from (c
ing : “ Bring forth the best robe and put it QL
put rings on his fingers and bells on his toeS
there will be music wherever he goes!” The 1 j{
in the parable in any event seemed unable t;vv,\
enough for the prodigal and let his emotions rU
with his discretion. On the other hand, any >0
man with common sense, a proper reticence @ .
feeling of restraint, in the position in which
younger son was placed would have been cornt ~
efface himself; and would have pleaded wit*l o
father to make the occasion of his return a
family reunion. And besides, before making it
self the gaudy principal figure of a gay fcstlv ™y
would have been the becoming thing imincm3”
after experiencing his father’'s welcome, to seek jO
his unobtrusive brother and have a private he-’
heart talk with him. There is no suggestion of il”™e
thing of this kind in the prodigal's attitude. A.G |,
left to assume that he readily acquiesced >t
father's arrangements. One fears there may |
been a bit of the Master of Ballantrae about hi»1' »
any view we end where we started with the cOlj i,
tion that there is no substantial support for the s*
inept that the Parable is beautiful and importan >
exemplifying good sense, high morality and '
compassion. IgnoTiT
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Acid Drops.

. Tre Bishop of Durham, Dr. Hensley Henson. <
f'ed in the Bishopric for August, Ins hym»
: a theologian lets himself go on this * '
id ~ With history at our back, something p
wl,. au devasta_tir%g. Dr. Heiison’s effort, however,
keer'1 SOPRFEd WithT€Ven recent models, is very small
ausiiv -~ 11,311 alher God’s own heart could turn out a
,it)  Isalm in good round style which bore handsome
W-IT Nle length of his religious convictions,
quit, aTs>'v'.~ figions convictions weakening, it re-
Pristin ST thiaz a Great War to rouse Hate to its
dlloki, ~ T s- Dr. Hensley Henson for instance, hates
...deAfy ‘:Iergy[‘nen in thg streets and compliments to
Hboi;,.,. In parish magazines. On our part we hare
“lection to clergymen smoking in the streets, u
1'»list confess we would view a compliment in a parish
'jtozine with mQK than misgiving. He hates amatory

'«s torn into small pieces, and orange peel, m the
sh’ps park We don.t carc to See orange peel even

we

""sanctified pavements.

an Ollt] 1? Soiuething which we think might have excused
o ora, wrath on the Bishop’s part. Several tons
into the* ' UO* orange peel, have been recently thrown
brined SCa a* Liverpool, because, we assume, what is
‘4 f]lc 1c°mmercial price could not be obtained. In one
"HonQX,;ry's darkest unemployed areas, nearly two
Christia °© oranScs thrown to the fishes! Probably the
°f btfiip couscicnce is too fully occupied in the business
this ci,,.-"2 al1(l maintaining stupendous Cathedrals in
M. Istlan city to pay attention to such an enormity,
been can” 61 Bradshaw, in the Liverpool Daily Post, has
a3 .;" g attention to, condemning and doing his best
With litfi aiT repetition of such scandals and has met
""livid , s"PP°rt. But Mr. Bradshaw is one of those
savingU,as J''° does not occupy himself with soul-
c¢cer ail”™ % mundane and materialistic enough to be
di]]. K< the empty stomachs of men, women and
Scl( His immortal soul bothers him not at all.
S ta b le occurrences as the wanton destruction of
hin. ~ °°~ "iff only cease when there are more like

hg]] O]l ese.ntative of the Western Morning News has
"h,,, I’ * Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and reports that
Mt ] * Damascus lie was shown the house of Ananias,
beityl C 'Hie doubt that the evidence for the authen-
"h's~nHus building rests upon the word of a direct
fiHvert“?4  *'iat SCl'ricman. The house has now been
He e by the Roman Catholics into a small Church.
fites ess to some surprise at the peculiar sense of
sbown in this case.

Iriofyd 1"UaPP, Vicar and Sacristan of the Dominican
ihiiijyj” Tlampstead, has been saying some sensible
°theis * 1011 Spiritualism, or Spiritism, as he, and many
Prcfer to call it. He calls attention to the alleged
‘hil, ~ rle>n utterances of great men which are “ less
IL Mriveilings of an idiot.” He cannot understand
NYoee e°lMe can allow themselves to be deceived by
rl|blxC°~' *ectoplasm ” and vague lappings and
then. 'W. ®ut he does believe that “ spirits manifest
hir 'As, but only to God’s chosen saints on particu-
lildi(~as,0iis.” Freethinkers, seeing a too strong family
ss>make no such nice distinctions.

fe%’sved n°*e that a French priest, Prosper Alfaric, Pro-
My .ef the History of Religlon at Straskeourg Univer-
tisy' las been found guilty by the Holy Office of apos-
lie ha»d excommunicated. 111 his writings and lectures
Ttih, ,doubted the divinity and existence of, Chris
9 I threat of excomr?’lmnic‘étTdﬁ"é"'féW i]'lumjf)et&
aMP suggested nameless terrors and blenched the
Press'S cheeks. If the doubtful blessing of a popular
N >ad existed in those days the “ news-value ” of a
U{Dai Rwonimuuication would have been recognized as
Hakable. Nowadays the fact, if mentioned at all,
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is given as a “ fill-up.” The Pope fulminates but who
cares ? As for the person excommunicated, whom we
congratulate, we suspect that a Professor of History who
doubts the historicity of Jesus, will be able to bear being
deprived of the Sacraments with both fortitude and
relief.

A pious writer in a Church paper recently devoted
some columns of “ slush ” to show how he agreed, and
how Christianity agreed, with the Bishop of Chester’s re-
cent pronouncement on Divorce. Of course, the final
and indeed the only authority is “ Our Lord.” What
Our Lord is supposed to have said nearly 2000 years
ago settles the question beyond discussion. The un-
lucky man married, let us say to a confirmed drunkard,
the unfortunate woman to an incorrigible blackguard or
burglar, either married to an incurable lunatic or insane
homicide—these and dozens of similar tragedies are re-
ferred to as “painful anomalies” or “hard cases” which
do not affect the question. All that matters is what Our
Lord said, and Our Lord, if he lived at all, was a celibate
who had no more idea of marriage and modern marriage
at that, than a child of eight.

That it is possible to argue as this man argues, and
that there is still the most tremendous opposition to
divorce reform, show's the terrible power the Church
still holds. She still can say to men and women, and
what is more, actually impose her will, that they have
110 right to normal happiness, that they must abide by a
past mistake or damnable misfortune and live in hopeless
misery because Our Lord said some unmitigated non-
sense to some hopeless fools long ago. We are actually
told as if it were an excuse that “no severer book than
the New Testament exists.” So that if Our Lord told
everybody to wear a spiked shirt which never ceased
lacerating the flesh, and some people didn’t want to, we
should be politely told, of course, it's very severe advice,
but it has to be done because Our Lord said so! Divorce
reform was never more needed than now, and to obtain
it, our advice is—make Freethinkers.

The Veil. A. F. J. Rawlinson delivered a sermon at
Westminster Abbey recently on “ The Church’s debt to
the Oxford Movement.” It was a paean of praise taken
as a whole, but he was obliged to let the cat peep out of
the bag just a little. He said :—

Of course, there have been party divisions. There has
been party strife. Foolish things have been said and
done. There has been controversial unfairness. There
have been ill-judged and sometimes absurd actions
whether on this side or on that, in the life of the Church
of England during the past 100 years.

Considering the Church claims to be Divine, to be in
direct touch with' Our Lord, it is rather surprising to
find an3'one admitting this wrangling and quarrelling.
And we would like to ask the ven. gentleman if Our Lord
took sides or was in any way responsible? If lie didn’t
and wasn't, how does lie make the Church Divine?

The Right Reverend Walter Carey, Bishop of Bloem-
fontein, has been requested by the Church of England
authorities in England to accept an appointment as
supervising organizer of the Society for the Propagation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. Funds have fallen off
and Bishop Carey is considered to be the most likely
man to loosen the purse-strings. It is a solemn thought

that the fate of the immortal souls of millions is to
depend upon' Bishop Carey’s success in this
direction. If he should fail, the heathen in his blindness

will continue to bow down to wood and stone and the
blessings of Christian civilization in the shape of War
Debts, Hitlerism and Unemployment, will be still
further delayed. We think it is too heavy a responsi-
bility to put upon the shoulders of any one man, and
the Bishop has our sympathies.

Mr. P. G. W. Grobler, Minister of Native Affairs in
the Transvaal, has been making darker things which
were dark enough before. From the Kami Daily Mail
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we learn that at a conference of the Nationalist Party,
this gentleman dealt with the unemployment question.
He had been told that things are going to improve. He
hoped so but at the same time he urged that they should
not look to the Government for everything; he asked
them to recognize the hand of the Almighty and to turn
to the Almighty for help and succour. So that in Un-
employment Mr. Grobler recognizes the hand of the
Almighty, just as the magicians in the time of Moses
knew that the plague of lice was indubitably the finger
of God. We suggest that if the finger of God is seen in
unemployment it is God’s will, and to endeavour to
sway him from his purpose savovirs of presumption.

The same gentleman went on to say that it was be-
cause of our neglect of God that so many other evils had
upset them. Conferences overseas, with the exception of
the Ottawa Conference which had been opened with
prayer, had led to nought, and to his mind this was
largely due to the disregard of Divine Guidance by the
authorities throughout the world. In a Canadian paper,
we see that the same note is being struck. The present
crisis is insoluble by man’s efforts and can only be ended
with God’s help. We note as well and with more
pleasure, that Bertrand Russell has been pointing out in
the Referee that times of national difficulty and distress
provide superstition with its opportunity. When a
man is sick the expression “ God help him ” is recog-
nized as one of the most hopeless pessimism. Things
are indeed bad—but not quite that bad.

A special service has been recently held at St. Augus-
tine’s Roman Catholic Church, Nottingham, in order to
bless a long line of motor-cars and distribute medals
first subjected to the appropriate thaumaturgy. The
blessing ceremony was performed by Canon M. A. Par-
mentier, who explained that the piece of metal was
quite different from the black cat or soft doll which some
superstitious people carried in their cars. There was
nothing superstitious about a Catholic. The blessing of
the cars had a deeper meaning. No Catholic believed
that a piece of metal would help him. That would be
indeed superstition. The medal was a holy thing be-
cause it had been blessed. It would be instrumental in
bringing to the mind of the owner, St. Christopher, who
was the patron saint of motorists and he was the gentle-
man who would (perhaps) keep them safe and sound.
Once more, there was nothing superstitious about a
Catholic. Methinks the gentleman doth protest too
much !

Catholics arc not superstitious. All they claim is that
they know a useful thing when they see it. If you are
bitten by a snake a prompt “ ring up ” to St. Sebastian
will do some good. You must approach St. Judas for
that tickling cough and (mirabile dictu!) lie will not let
you down. St. Appollouia is the goods for tic doloureux
»& Clara is useful for sore eyes and St. Michael is told
off for cancer cases. It is not the medal or the amulet
which docs the trick, this only induces in you a
useful state of faith in your patron saint. Omni-
potence, owing to the way mankind has obeyed
his command as to full quivers, has as many
branch offices as a Government Department. St.
Christopher was once the patron of ferrymen, but on
his reporting a diminution of business, motorists have
come under his protection. When out driving, and the
blessed medal catches your eye, concentrate quickly on
St. Christopher, and God will, or may, guide your steer-
ing-wheel. Freethinkers, who have a firm grip on the
idea of causation, will concentrate on the steering-wheel
in the sure and certain hope that they have done their
little best.

Our Lady has let the vast number of pilgrims who
went to Beauraing in Belgium to see her, very badly
down, and really this is most unkind. So far the only
gentleman she has favoured is Monsieur Tilmant Come,
and she met him twice in the grotto there, and on the
second occasion gave him a vision of a great church she
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wanted building. No fewer than 200,000 pilgr'ms
been so far to Beauraing, but they have all ‘jcclj..
lucky. They followed M. Come breathlessly Nit
happened. At least, nothing to them but JFe ~
went off into a trance, became incoherent and cx <
and when he came out of it announced that he a ~
Our Lady again.  Which is not surprising, as
things generally happen when one goes off into a
and becomes incoherent.

Naturally such an astounding miracle
broadcasted and M. Come seems to have had a < »
fill interview with the Mother of God who Qq
detail about the church she required and the s e
herself in it “ in all her splendour.” On her rigl (
was to be a statue of St. Joseph, and opposite) °
Our Lord in a black robe, quite an original intioi™ »
and one which gives that touch or reality so ° ~ ~
scut from similar visions. After this—and plell ~jaddl
—one would have thought the crowd would have e »
the dear Tilmant to the echo. Alas, they were. '<O
appointed at not seeing Our Lady for theinseb -
they also hoped to see “ flakes of snow falling ie
grotto or upon the spot where the chapel IS
erected.” As snow in the broiling weather we ha'c ~
lately would have been almost another miracle) "
guite understand their disappointment. We
Our Lady would broadcast “ Her Own Story-
should M. Tilmant Come be the only one to gct
with it?

Already over 5,000 invalids have applied for 1
sion to touch the Holy Coat of Treves and rn°e j|C
two million pilgrims are expected in Treves wit n
next seven weeks. Cures that will ensue here « vy
Lourdes and other places will occur with such fredl ~gjL
that in medical quarters the freedom of Catholics »
serious disorders will soon be very obvious a N 4
practical utility of Catholicism established bey ™ dit
peradventure. There is nothing superstitious

Catholics.

Fifty Years Ago.

LxriiRIENCU shows that our early beliefs result Pl ,dC
from a geographical accident. We cannot decide ™7
our birth in what country or of what parents we sa d.
born. Neither can we determine the quality of Qi dir
ganization. We are brought into the world with°u »
consultation, and we necessarily believe that to be
which our parents and instructors teach us as true- j

We cannot mistrust our parents or teachers, fol V-Ji

terest have they in teaching us to believe that " |,

reality is false ? None whatever. Consequently’
our childhood we implicitly accept all that is told 1
persons of greater knowledge and experience than f
selves; and it is not until we hear of persons with
beliefs that we are at all sceptical concerning the
of our own. _

The theologian is ever anxious that we should u
that there is only one God and one true relig>011" jdi
does not like us to know that there is strong coiupct
in his line of business, and that if he cannot satis) |,
with his “ little god ” and periodical doses of soo ~
syrup, there are others in the market who w'l
their “ hand.” So the theologian seeks to conviacC
young first. He takes the child when its mind is 9
plastic, and sets the theological seal upon it- the
reason of man he declares to be “ foolishness” 11
sight of God. He puzzles the child by saying that
is everywhere, though he cannot be found anywhci'c, N[
says that God is all-powerful, though he cannot P100-it
the Devil from turning everything “ topsy-turvy > t
he is all-good, though he sometimes allows the t)
to oppress and punish a whole nation of inoffejl
people. But all these things are done, the child >
sured, that God may be glorified.

The “ Freethinker/' August 19)

ioe



August 505 1933

THE'FREETHINKER

Founded ny G. W. FOOTE,

E ditorial!)

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.?.

Telephone NO. : Central 24la.

The Ingersoll Centenary.

~ are pleased to be able to announce tliat our In-
Ws°U issue was a pronounced success. We have re-
U a large number of letters from readers express-
ly tlle'r high appreciation of the sketch of Ingersoll s
Ite and work, and many have repeated their orders
y "™ore copies for distribution. Wholesale agents
19) 'lave sent along “repeat” orders, and altliougr
"e Panted a large number in excess of our usual
‘Wantity, it looks as though what we have left will
fyn i)e exhausted.
, . ne of those who have written have expressed the
'«aire to see the sketch reprinted in a more permanent
.2rin- If this were done it would be enlarged, and in
soft shape, with additional illustrations from Inger-
s less known writings and speeches, it should
, .eauseful and interesting booklet. If it is decider
Oissue an enlarged account of Ingersoll, due notice
"ML be given.
alﬁ'Ut We thank all who have written us so warmly
- aPilleciatively, and feel sure tliey will excuse
t° ]HBt r°Plying personally. We are always pleased
of Jtar ils,n our readers, but we have only one pair
J'uls and they are kept fully employed.
‘lian?nWllile we suggest that a very practical way of

"élv 'Ulg IIS *s to use this issue as a means of getting
People interested in the Freethinker.

*ijthe 'l0l,c that our friends will be equally pleased
°Ur forthcoming Bradlaugh Centenary number.

TO COKRESPONDENTS.

Wk
k " dked by the Secretary of the South Loudon Branch
“lids’ 10 acknowledge a donation of 15s. to the Branch
a(ﬁt ~r' tVakeley, who has omitted to include his

Gjw'Sf— Thanks for congratulations. We take as much
K0 ° °"r health as we can, but the work has to be done.

W we are well, and hope to continue so.
"Ur CM"—We quite agree with the general tenour of
W. el*r>hut it would not be policy to publish it before

A e"l. which will not we hope justify your forebodings.
eir IN—The N.S.S. does not make itself responsible for
nOr r s"dement made by any lecturer on its platform,
H '-r Verything they may happen to write. But there is

"'staking the innate intolerance of the Jewish religion
%S/ splayed in the Bible. The Christian Church had good
maraHy for its own intolerance here, however much it
the nt IMc height of its power outdo its Jewish teachers in

J fj,."r"s of savage persecution,
cki ""HREv.—We do not see that phrenology, even if its
ragj s are granted can explain the origin of so-called
"k ¢ Nudities. Nor does it pretend to do so. Explain-
p|.(w""alities in terms of “ race ” is on all fours with ex-

V, jj "8 the wetness of water bv a principle of “aquosity.”
b, ' 4¥V-—Pleased to learn you are so delighted with the
aiiq rS°" number. We are sure that sketches of the lives
Airst*°rks of Freethinkers would be very interesting to

Tav, °ur readers. We note what you say about Robert
i “Sns-l Fkns,—The man who can say that Bradlaugh was not

Orator writes himself down as an Ass. The other
Nea"nt"le,lts you cite are equally foolish
H 9AN® c. ft. Fraser anii STELLA Brown—Owing to
dislocation of the ordinary run of matters through the
taken up with the Ingersoll issue, we are obliged
k. °'n over your communications until next week.
~Me and Others—The complete set of Ingcrsoll's
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Lectures (Dresden edition) is published in New York.
A second-hand copy might be obtained at £3 or £4.

D. Garland.—Many thanks for new subscriber, paper being
sent.

1. A. McDonald (Johannesburg).—We are obliged for the
Rand Daily Mail, containing the pious and depressing re-
marks of Mr. Grobler, Minister of Lands. You say lie is a
direct descendant of President Kruger. Well, that gentle-
man’s piety was boundless, but it had to give way, as
usual, to the larger battalions. We too, in this country,
have our own peculiar afflictions of this type.

P. J. Morse—Thanks for cuttings.

K. Bradshaw.—We saw your letters in the Liverpool Daily
Post as to the wanton destruction of millions of oranges
and hope they will help to prevent the repetition of such a
crime in the city of mammoth cathedrals. See Acid
Drops.

Box 3174 (Montreal) —Thanks for your letter and cuttings,
which we will use. 111 a godly province like Quebec there
is apparently little sense and less humanity.

E. J.Il.—A cheap edition of The Secret History of the Ox-
ford Movement was published for is., but we arc afraid
it is now out of print. Try Messrs ICensit, 31 Cannon
Street, London, F.C.4. The Priest in Absolution is quite
unobtainable.

Guy Aldred—The Mr. Drinna who writes that the Boston
Investigator was on the side of Slavery is either ignorant
or malicious. When the abolitionists were unable to get
a hall in which to speak against slavery, it was Abner
Kneeland, the proprietor of the Boston Investigator who
placed a hall at their disposal.

I1. P. Turner—We will try and find a date for Burnley, but
we are threatened with a terribly busy autumn and shall
have some difficulty in doing all what we should like.

The Secular Society, Limited Office is at 62 Farrirgdon
Street, London, E.C.4.

The " Freethinker" is supplied to the trade on sale or
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
reported to this office.

The National Secular Society's Office is at 62 Farrit.gdon
Street, London, E.C.4.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
and not to the Editor.

The " Freethinker " will be forwarded direct from the pub-
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
One year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
" The Pioneer Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clerkenwell Branch."

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Sugar Plums.

Charles Smith, President of the American Association
for the Advancement, of Atheism is again being prose-
cuted for addressing open-air meetings without a permit.
He recently won a case in the New York Appeal Court,
but he has now been summoned in the Court of Special
Sessions which decided that Atheists must obtain per-
mits before speaking publicly in the streets.

Hitherto the New York law has permitted all sorts
of street-speakers without a police permit. The only ex-
ception has been that religious services must not be held
in the streets without a licence. The object of this pro-
hibition xvas understood to apply mainly to public bap-
tising, the worship of the Mass, etc. Now, however,
this proviso has been' stretched to Frecthonght propa-
ganda. Charles Smith is again appealing and will fight
the case to a finish. Meanwhile in Haarlem, the Negro
quarter of New York, six “ anti-religion ” lecturers, all
coloured men, arc being prosecuted similarly. We hope
to hear that Smith’s courageous stand will be successful
against the bigots.

We learn with regret that the Freethinkers of
America have had to postpone the unveiling of the monu-
ment to Ingersoll, which had been arranged for August
11. The reason given is that the monument is not yet
finished. The “ Four A ” Ingersoll Demonstration has



53S

secured Mr. Roger Baldwin as one of its speakers.
Roger Baldwin is President of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union.

We notice pointed and very useful letters from Mr.
H. R. Clifton in the Croydon Advertiser, and from Mr. G.
Burgess, Secretary of the Stockport Branch N.S.S. in the
Cheshire Daily Echo, commenting on the policy of the
B.B.C. In their respective efforts both writers are full of
hope, in the first case, that hard-baked Christians in Croy-
don may be rescued and restored to common sense, whilst
Mr. Burgess is hopeful that the appointment of Mrs.
Mary Hamilton to the B.B.C. may infuse a little fresh air
in the clericalized mentality of that body.

We are indebted to a reader for a copy of the Basuto-
land News, from which we learn that letters and
articles have been appearing in the Basuto native paper
in which “ dictatorship on education by ministers of re-
ligion ” is objected to, and to that end it is advocated
that the schools should be placed directly under Govern-
ment control. One writer says, “ the church system of
conducting the education of our children is abominable
and should be discouraged immediately. The teacher
is appointed not on the strength of his educational
capacity but rather on the strength of his Christian
ability ... It is obvious therefore that the purpose of
education in Basutoland is to a large extent merely to
swell the ranks of the religious fanatics rather than to
educate the race sufficiently to take its proper place
among other advanced races of the world.”

The Basutos see clearly enough that Secular Education
is logical, just and helpful. We are not at all surprised,
for an appeal to first principles can always get a ready
response where there is simplicity of character and where
the “ plugging ” of contrary opinions by interested
parties has not been prosecuted on such a scale as to
confuse the mind and obscure the issue. That fine old
Zulu monarch, Cetewayo, in his day was an intelligent
friend of Secular Education. He fully appreciated the
advantages of being able to read and write and regretted
that “ the missionaries did not confine themselves to
that kind of teaching.” It was the clear and direct mind
of an intelligent native that shattered Bishop Colenso’s
bibliolatry into fragments. But Colenso was more than
a Bishop, he was a man—he laid no special stress upon
the colour of the skin, his mind was always accessible
to truth from whatever source it came, and his reactions
could always be anticipated if the issue were a simple
one of fair play and justice. Consequently the natives
loved him and the Church hated him. It affords us
great pleasure to chronicle that the native races of South
Africa arc very much alive to one of the greatest ob-
stacles to national well-being.

There is now an opportunity for Nottingham saints to
have a Branch of the N.S.S; Following some open-air
meetings addressed by Mr. Il. V. Blackman, B.Sc., an
effort is being made to form a Branch of the Society.
There should be no difficulty as far as numbers arc con-
cerned, and will all Freethinkers wishing to co-operate
please communicate with Mr. 'I. M. Mosley, 3 Carnarvon
Grove, Gedling, Notts.

Mr. G. Whitehead will be lecturing in the Paisley dis-
trict for a week, beginning to-day the 20th; details will
be found in the Lecture Notice Column. The local
N.vS.S. Branch has been dormant for some time, and Mr.
Whitehead’s visit might be made the starting point for
renewed activity. Glasgow saints are becoming very
active and keen on extending their sphere of influence,
and a little co-operation with Paisley may easily be help-
ful to both.

Mr. J. T. Brighton will be in Bradford this week-end
speaking for the local N.S.S. Branch at the Motor Park,
Bank Street, on Saturday evening at 7 o’clock, and on
Sunday evening at the same time. Mr. Brighton is
rapidly building a reputation as a successful propa-
gandist, he is sincere and enthusiastic, and is sure to re-
ceive a hearty welcome from the local saints.
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The Evolution of Legendary
Stories.

liie development of religious fantasy forms a fascin
ating theme. In every region of the globe evident
exist of the evolution of divinities, saints and heroes
from personalities who attracted more than nom3
interest in their mundane lives.  One famous ms-
sionary, whose successes were such as to secure
canonization at Rome, serves as a striking instance a
the growth of fables and fictions so dear tolthe P'dIS
imagination.

Francisco Xavier, the “ Apostle to the Indies/
\\as bo1ll in 1506, and his experiences as an evaflge ™
aie fairly well known. A man of studious disp°d
ticn and commanding character, with all the adv3*
ages of patrician descent, he was appointed tola I"O
fcssciship in Paris, and appeared certain of a brill13L
position in the republic of letters. But he soon slic
climbed to the wiles of Ignatius Loyola, the founds
of the Jesuit Order, and was persuaded to abafld/1
his academic career for missionary enterprise in *L
Far East. Xavier laboured incessantly for the sab'3
tion of Asiatic races, and his efforts were crow
with considerable superficial success. These lab°lis
lasted twelve years, until he died heroically on 3
desert island.

A copious correspondent, Xavier composed a
tilde of epistles long since published, and these, " Ith
the letters of his eontengiorary workers, reveal t'e
man in the midst of his missionary strivings. All tie
events mentioned are purely natural in charactei, .
within a year or so' of his death, stories of nur3
and special providences began to gather roun< ~
name. Xavier certainly shared the superstition* ™
his time, and traced the recovery of his converts
illness to the efficacy of baptism or to the ans"el |j
prayer, but of special supernatural intervention
miracle there is no suggestion in his letters, and 1
of his co-workers mentions any miracle by him 1
formed.

Some twenty years subsequent to Xavier's dead
Jesuit priest, Emanuel Acosta, published a collet
of the saint’s letters, but no miracles are claims >~
even hinted at. Yet these letters contain the 1l
minute particulars of his evangelizing aetiyl
Again, various later publications concerning NilV .
appearing during the sixteenth and seventee¥™
centuries are as silent as the grave regarding j
supernatural occurrences subsequently cirem3
with every assurance of truth.

It is very significant that Xavier and his ¢
panions, in their letters, deplore the difficulties-1111
which they toiled in the Lord’s vineyard.
over, when we note the later claim that
possessed a miraculous power of language, it
strange that he himself complains that lie ivas
ously handicapped by his inability to express hmi .
in foreign tongues, and bewails the drudgery k'i
underwent in attempting to master the element*
Japanese. . .

In the Eastern countries where Xavier preaclieo
Gospel, no one appears to have suspected, much L.
witnessed, any miracles. Also, we have th(_e I
many of Joseph Acosta, a learned Jesuit, who in -
compesed a work dealing extensively with the eV
gelizing of the East, in which he writes of Xavifi ™
the highest terms, both as missionary and as 11"
Acosta accounts for the slight progress of Xa',el
mission, when compared with the astern't »~
success of the primitive Apostles, as a resoh
Xavier’s inability to perform miracles, for, he statl

there is now no power of working miracles.”

Tecnis

seT

tle
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déﬁﬁﬁm " 6 conil:>are such sober narratives with the
staﬁﬂﬁ assertions of later writers the oOl™Nias

Yet, Xavier was scarcely cold when

Tories began o spread of the miracles he enacted.

"as popularly credited with the power of pro-

he had raised a dead man to life, and restored

S'Kht of the blind.  Three years after Xavier's

mlrama Jesuit priest in 1555 had heard iep an(j

aes, including the driving out O c Jujous
miraculos healing of the sick. Then e f
Jim Ill. of Portugal gave urgent .. ructmns for
tle Production of “ an authentic account of -
"mistry.” Naturally, his requirement was
applied.

As yet, the men who were continuing Xavier’s
°rkin the East remained ignorant of his marvellous
dnevements, but in 1562, ten years after the
PeslE's death, pious fabrications faintly appear.
fore and there, priests encouraged the now cgn-
"a’ly increasing talcs of wonder, but those in
"thority continued to ignore them. Even at the
frtat Council of Trent no reference was made to
A" altl°ngh Laynez, Xavier’s close friend and
&g?lv—nussmner was present. Obviously, had these
Jen taken seriously by the clergy they would

m\e )eeil employed as potent weapons by the Church
s bitter conflict with the Protestant Reformers.

g 2. 1Y)4’ however, Father Tursellinus, in his l.ife
tre y?‘er' included the various stories collected by
i .,nS of Portugal’'s emissary, with those of the
doritiGal’ if zealous, hagiologists. In this menda-
j&s‘s biography Xavier’s performances rival those of

an)l last the Church decided to utilize these legends,
jn illey were submitted to the customary process of
, iy at Rome.  Their authenticity having been
inPushed, Paul V. beatified the Jesuit missionary
~ 179, and he was canonized by Gregory XV. in
/1 At the canonization ceremony in the presence
Inf Pope, Cardinal Monte, in an oration favouring
od °f Xavier to saintship, declared as a matter
o l°nstrated truth, that Xavier with the sign
°Glii ® cross had converted the brine of the
he] Inf° fresh water; that in several instances he
thet Altai diseases and resurrected the dead;
fijj . le. Mas suspended in the air, and was trans-
bo n fbe presence of sundry spectators; and that
Pg Casicued an earthquake and buried the blas-
a Population of a certain city in the ashes of
li“nie eruption. This fable was soon embel-
tip ' ar,H St. Xavier was pictorially represented in
conjuring fire from the sky and thus demol-

w jf Hie town. Several other miracles equally trust-
ee W Mere attributed by the Cardinal to Xavier.
°fa ,at Particularly appealed to the Pope was that
i“ar a,nP containing holy water which, when placed
dj "le saHit's image, burned with the brilliance of

ofM'Tthing was now in trim for the intensification
Sii:tCtri,lv incredible. Each succeeding Life of the
i e(lUalled, if it did not excel, its predecessor in
pgj~Hley of wonders. In 1622, a biography ap-
Hir, 1 Mith official approval in which several new
d* cles Mere incorporated, while those already in
"ere attractively enlarged.
1.1 his warfare of Science with Theology, Dr.
j © furnishes a notable example of this style of
.'EthIOH ‘In his edition of 1596,” lie states,
i ellinus told how Xavier one day needing
O fw. and having asked Vellio, one of his friends,
Sgf~ Him have some, Vellio gave him the key of a
PoHtaining 30,000 gold pieces. Xavier took 300
filll'leAimed the key to Vcllio; whereupon Vellio,
U only 300 pieces gone, reproached Xavier for

not taking more . . . Xavier, touched by his gener-
osity, told Vellio that the time of his death should be
made known to him that he might have time to re-
pent of his sins and prepare for eternity. But
twenty-six years later the Life of Xavier, published
under the sanction of Vitclleschi, giving the story,
says that Vellio on opening the safe found that all
his money remained as he had left it, and that none
at all had disappeared; in fact, that there had been
a miraculous restitution. On his blaming Xavier for
not taking the money, Xavier declares to Vellio that
not only should he be apprised of the moment of his
death, but that the box should always be full of
money.” Subsequent romances embellished the tale
still further for the edification of the faithful.

But the crowning masterpiece of pious mendacity
was Father Bonhours’ biography published in 1682.
In this theological romance miracles constantly occur.
In addition to the four resurrected subjects of earlier
fictionists fourteen now appear with various other
amplifications, while several novel episodes are in-
troduced.

Finally, the discrepancies concerning Xavier’s
philological capacity are amazing. Tursellinus tells
us very truly that: “ Nothing was a greater impedi-
ment to him (Xavier) than his ignorance of the
Japanese tongues; for, ever and anon, when some un-
couth expression offended their fastidious and deli-
cate ears, the awkward speech of Francis was a cause
of laughter.” A century afterwards Father Bon-
hours solemnly asserts that Xavier “ preached to the
Japanese in their language, but so naturally and with
so much ease that he could not be taken for a
foreigner.”

So recently as 1872, the notorious Jesuit, Father
Coleridge, audaciously asserted, in defiance of
Xavier's own disclaimer, that the saint “ spoke
freely, flowingly, elegantly, as if he had lived in
Japan all his life.” But even this was excelled, and
it has been confidently claimed that the various
nationalities each listened to Xavier's outpourings,
delivered in its special language and with faultless

phrase.
T. F. Palmer.

The Miracles of the Bible.

(Continued from page 4S6.)
1.

One of the most prominent of Christian scholars, Dr.
Moffatt has said that the two most serious questions
facing people to-day are the questions of money and
miracles. 1 do not think that it can be said that
Christians have really faced the subject of money. If
the Gospels are to be believed at all, then the founders
of the Christian religion and the first apostles were
very sceptical of the character of the rich man. It
was hard for him, so hard as to be almost impossible,
to enter into the Kingdom of God. It cannot be said
that the Church has taken that seriously. It is one of
the richest institutions in the world. It has shown re-
markable financial ability. It has got into its hands
more money than is probably possessed by any
other organization in the world. How the Church
will justify itself in that, and how it will justify itself
in its obvious intention to allow rich men to rule in
the councils of the Church, is a matter which does not
interest us now. What does interest us is the ques-
tion of miracles.

That is a serious matter. No matter to wliat
branch of the Church you go, it is perfectly plain that
the foundation of the whole structure is the faith in
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miracles.
a sequence of miracles. We might say that it is built
up on a sequence of lies. But even in the case of the
Modernist, who tries to shed the unscientific elements
in his creed in order to make it more consonant with
modern science, miracles lie at the basis of the whole
thing. Even for the Modernist there has been an in-
tervention of God in the stream of history, an over-
turning of the laws of the world. We need not go into
all the points raised there, for there are hundreds : the
qguestion of the reality of God, the possibility of the
intervention of personality into the stream of history
once the stream ha9 begun to flow, and so on. To
do so is unnecessary. It is simply the question of the
miraculous that we are dealing with now. It is a
more important thing than the fact that there are cer-
tain stories told of Jesus which are called miraculous.
It is the whole philosophical conception that lies at
the basis of the miraculous that needs to be called into
question. If there can be miracles at all, then the
world is made in a certain way. There is a particular
constitution of things. It is that which we need to
look at. We will deal with some of the isolated
miracles afterwards.

By a miracle, if a man means anything, he means
an intervention, an interference of the divine mind
with the natural order of the world. He means that,
without any other reason than the fact that he wants
to do so, God has stepped in and made the world go
in a different direction from that in which it was going
before. To take a small instance. Water is com-
posed of oxygen and hydrogen in certain proportions.
Once those two things have been brought together,
they are water and cannot be anything else but water.
Now, if by a man speaking over them, they become
wine, that is, if they become water and grape juice
mixed, without any juice of the grape being added,
then there has been a miracle. Also, it is a law of life
that there cannot be birth upon the human plane with-
out two living beings, male and female, coming to-
gether. If then we know that there has been some-
body born without that union of male and female,
then again there has been a miracle. Now when you
hear of something that is outside of your knowledge,
it is foolish to say that it is impossible. All the in-
stances of birth have not been examined, and so it is
impossible to say that a virgin birth could not be.
What you need to do is to examine the conception of
life that lies at the back of the thought of the birth of
a child to a virgin.

Now it is certain that the constituent factors of the
world are the same now as they were in Palestine two
thousand years ago. There may have been evolution
in certain directions, but in the main, the elements
were the same then as they are now. 111 the brief
time that has elapsed since then, there has been little
or no change in the elements. And so if you cannot
juggle with things now and make them seem to be
different from what they really are, it means that you
could not juggle with them then. We know that
there is no such divine intervention into the stream of
human history. There may be a man here and there
who has a better brain than his fellows, but that can
be explained on ordinary ps3Thological lines.  But
there is no evidence that a man can be so different
from his fellows that he can turn the world upside
down. The universe is a universe. It has one prin-
ciple running through it. That is the law of reason.
And if it were possible for the law to be overturned
and the ordinary method of evolution to be subverted
two thousand years ago, because the world needed it
then, T submit that the same sort of thing should be
seen to-day. The world to-day is infinitely worse off
than it was then. If there was ever a time when
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If tiere
1" as ever a time when men needed something tret
should set them on their feet and give them courage
it is now. It is strange that a divine intervertil
came at a time when people were not in a position t°
appreciate it and to examine it critically, white Il
does not come at a time when people need it ni°ie’
and where they have the intelligence to examine »
i he conclusion is that there is no divine intervenu'dl
and there has never been. It was only the supersti-
tion of people that made them think that there ws

There is no reason for thinking that the natural
world is any different now from what it has ever b’ar
B oxygen and hydrogen came together in the timeO
Christ, they would make water and nothing but wateh
unless something else had been added. The °lI>
difference is that in those days, men would behejj
anj thing that was told them, especially if it was t°(
them by a priest, whereas now they find it hard to ke-
lieve anything that is told them, again, particuhnb 1
it is told them by a priest.

In the case of a miracle, you should have abSOIUtg!)
fool-proof evidence before you can expect anyQI® IS
to believe it. The more a story deals with w
outside human experience, the greater proof y°u e
required to give of it, before you can expect &)
else to accept the story. Credibility is in inverse
portion to unusualness. Now nobody has ever
sented a case of a child born of a virgin or of a
rising from the dead or of a man walking on the
And so, on scientific grounds, we beg to W»
belief in those stories until irrefutable evidence
sented to us. There is not a single miraculous ~
told us in the Bible or in any other book of re a
which carries its proof along with it. There rs _ "
shadow of evidence for one of the stories. There 1
doubt whatever, that if the same stories were re a
to-day, the religious world would dispute t,L6
There is no evidence that the world has chaugei ™
form in the last two thousand years or so. *iei’X]i
no evidence that the stream of history has been I>i°\
at any one point or altered by a power that was "t!
the stream itself. And so we can dispute any
that is told us in proof of the Christian religi°flf'_
might be willing to listen if there were evidence "%
seemed on the face of it to be irrefutable. But e~
then | should think that there was something
with the rclater of the story or with my own !'|4],
ledge of the world. | should find it impossible to
lieve in anything, whatever the evidence, that u'dl
a complete alteration of the structure of the wonli

H. T. EoWLfi*-

N

A Thought ou the Deep.

Tun placid moon broods o’er the silent sea,
And seems for ns alone : There’s not a breath

Of air astir : It seemeth as if Death

Were ravished with her own tranquillity :

The boundless blue, and dome of studded light
Do wear an aspect of Infinity,

Appalling in its charm; for, on this night
The voiceless Spirit of Eternity

Breathes o’er the scene with melody divine :
The holiest sights and songs we see and hear
Are for the soul, and seek the inner shrine;
They need the purer light and Spirit cheer :
Here all tilings grew to Life, e’en from the slimO»
A boundless realm, defying Age and Time!

W. j. ia3B-
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The Miracles of St. Martin.

Part I.
Tire Testifier.

fully described miracles ate attributed ©
Martin of Tours,1 by Sulpicius Severus, c

younger contemporaries, a man who o-reatest
*«1 , and who entertained for
deration. The strangeness of the lac L

ad die highly favourable position of th
»*e itno lei interesting than KM O T «’

"hat manner of man lie was. We sion t,
W very little about his career were it not
fetters addressed to him by a close and life-
's friend. This man, whose ancestors on each side
J re Romans of senatorial rank, was born at or near
Wdeaux sn AD 353 or 354, and received. perhaps
formf 11l taneously, a series of well-sounding names
[An ni' /1'e resonanf appellation Meropius Pontius
"ealtl'S Rau™m,s- His parents possessed great
‘ersit ' ai'C ~ave him a splendid education in the Uni-
o J Ws native city, then the intellectual centre
1*/. Kestern Empire. He practised at the bar and
"Portant offices of State, including at least a
re, luti°nary consulate. About a.d. 390, Paulinus
Chr; ,*xd the faith of his fathers and was baptized a
dtr lan hy Delpliinus, Bishop of Bordeaux. Soon
thaa<- 'v'h his wife, Therasia, who is supposed
lla-,, .. a<ed in liis conversion, Paulinus departed to
celgpaj where he passed four years, during which
gradually disposed of his own and his wife’s

sur.

Qg . giving nearly all the proceeds to the poor.
iiJLrt Irisé' Day, a.d. 393, the local hishop, yield-
g o & en-demand made in church By popu-
N aised to the priesthood. He and his wife

celv i"e"t into Italy. At Milan, St. Ambrose re-
g L him with honour; but at Rome, the Pope,
LAUS. and some of the clergy, either envying his

or disliking his precipitous ordination,
rctiy1 him disfavour.  Thereupon—a.d. 397— he
there 1 ~°/a>thirteen miles from Naples, founding
Hn' "Mth the rest of his fortune, a small but select
"hr I*ry at the shrine of St. Felix the Martyr, to

ho he was greatly devoted. Thenceforth
aul In his wife lived together as brother
ity Slster. Great esteem was shown to him
O], "gustine and other famous lights of the
U J': and he gained the benevolence of

Nes. in a.d. 408, he became Bishop of

a
mdlegiul held the See until June 22 a.d. 431, when
Je\vsl in his 78th year mourned alike by Pagans,

for Min! Christians.3 As regards Sulpicius Severus,
ticke 10" his affection was very great, Paulinus in-
tlie ' ally discloses the following facts. Severus was
\\a”°’Inger of the two friends.l  His possessions
Hot less than those of Paulinus, and he enjoyed
celebrity and greater leisure. lie acquired

Ht - about A.n. 316 at Sabaria in Pannonia (modern
4, j,'D and died at Marmoutier near Tours, November 8
hov.,, "XUsh Church Union Calendar, London, 1863 (under

11.)
for tl, o'c// Severi Libxi qui Supersimi, edited by Karl Halm
6 Imperial Academy of Letters at Vienna, and pul
5i|c, "bere in 1856 as part of a collection of (early) ecclesi
authors who wrote in Latin.
. 6 'be Life of Paulinus (Vita S. Paullni) prefixed to his
by .2 §%.Paulini Nolani Opera Omnia) edited and published
"hj ~bbé Aligné, Paris 1847. There are 51 Tipistles
PstiUfll.  'beni to Severus. All are prolix, but singulorly
"htn"i”s hi facts, being crammed with pious twaddle and

quibbles. lie is not the Paulinus who wrote
rh/ " bife of Martin,” included by Migni, along witl
"rig Uieces, in the volume containing the above-named
1 ks.

‘bilc Plorcntior. Rpis v. 5.
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riches by marrying into a consular family. He lost
his wife whilst still in his youth, and thereafter re-
sided with his mother-in-law.6 He and Paulinus em-
braced Christianity about the same time.

Paulinus, whilst at Barcelona, warns him against
attempting to justify their act and its consequences
before men of the world.6 Soon after settling at
Nola, he applauds him for having made such a great
sacrifice, extolling it as greater than his own in
various respects.7 This caused Severus to reply that
he was not worthy to be so highly praised, because,
unlike Paulinus, he had not absolutely disposed of
his belongings, even in the case of a single estate, but
had simply made them over to the Church under the
condition of his retaining their revenue. Paulinus
rejoins that in merit such an arrangement exceeds
absolute renunciation, since he who has money at his
command is exposed to far greater temptation than
falls to the lot of him who ils penniless!8 In
Epistles referred by the Editor to a.d. 303, Paulinus
credits Severus with having built two churches and a
baptistry. Primuliacum, a town of Aquitania whose
site is now uncertain, is given as the locality of the
second and larger church, to which, at the request of
Severus for relics, Paulinus sends a fragment of
the true Cross. Paulinus, who was well acquainted
with what Severus wrote about Martin, tells him that
it would not have been granted unto him to write
Martin’s life unless he had made himself morally fit
to write it; and he also says that Severus and Martin
were equally blessed, the one in finding such a noble
subject, and the other in having such an excellent
biographer.10— Elsewhere he mentions his having re-
cited “ our Martin ” to a distinguished lady, and ex-
tolled Severus in the presence of famous men,
adding:—

For to me it is a glory to be esteemed and loved
by thee whom a life consonant to [thy] speech testi-
fies to be a servant of the truth.ll

Severus himself declares that Martin was always
holding up to him and to others the supreme merit of
Paulinus in having sacrificed completely all his
possessions,12 and also on his own part Severus pays
Paulinus a very noble tribute.l3 According to the
ehronology attributed to the letters, Severus does not
figure therein after a.d. 506, although the correspond-
ence itself extends up to a.d. 421, and perhaps t0 a.d.
424,

C. Clayton Dove.

(To he contimicd.)

5 lbid, 5, 6.

6Kpis. i. 4, 10. 7Rpis. v. 5. 8Kpis. xxiv. 1-4. Vila ix. 4.

ORpis. xxxi. 1; xxxii. 1, 5 7. 10Kpis. xi. it.

11 Kpis xxix. 14. Ounn Jamuhnn veritatis consoma lingua-
vila testatur. Severus states that his “ Life of Marlin ” was
introduced to Rome by Paulinus. Dialogue i. 24.

12 Vita S. Martini xxv. 4-5. 13 Dialogue iii .3.

The Tower of Silence.

T here is a solemn stillness in the air,

That death-like steals o’er all this hallowed ground,
Jealous of its own realm of sight and sound,

So strange and eloquent of sight and sound,

Are hushed awhile upon the walls around

The “ Tower of Silence,” where the carrion fare.
The Fire Worshippers, in duty bound,

With sober superstitious rites prepare;

And now upon the tower-top attend

The white-robed men, the festive board to lay,
In sight of Heaven; and soon the features grey,
That spake of l.ife, are not; so, without end.
Death and Existence serve,—and sweetly blend,—
Th’ eternal sacrifice—and bird of prey!

W. J. Lamb.
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Obituary.

Death op George Kowe Alward.

The Freethought movement in this country has lost
one of its oldest supporters by the passing of George
Eowe Alward, of Grimbsy. Mr. Alward had been a
strong supporter of the National Secular Society from
his youth, and we believe had frequently entertained
Charles Bradlaugh in his visits to Grimsby. He
rarely missed the Annual Dinner of the N.S.S., and
at the last one his presence was an inspiration to
many of the younger members. His Freethought
was open and unashamed, and his character was proof
against anything that religious bigotry might have at-
tempted against him.

He was intimately concerned with the Grimsby
fishing industry, and had done much to build it up.
He and his brother were among the pioneers of the
steam trawling industry, and to the end he
remained closely identified with its development
and maintenance. He was also the author of several
books on the fishing industry, his most recent work,
published last year being The Sea Fisheries of Great
Britain and lIreland.

An account of the funeral appeared in the Grimsby
Evening Telegraph of August 8 Mr. Cohen’s ab-
sence from London prevented his being present to
conduct the service, but in his absence a very able
address was delivered by Mr. Rosetti, part of which
was reprinted in the paper mentioned. The deputy-
mayor was present representing the civic authorities,
and representatives from numerous associations were
there. Their number gave some measure of the re-
spect in which Mr. Alward was held.

For ourselves we can only add that we have lost
one whom we were proud to call a friend, and one
whose adherence to principle had always commanded
our profound admiration. He was an ardent Free-
thinker in the days when being such meant much
more than it means to-day; and if to-day many of the
inconveniences that were then present have now dis-
appeared, it is to men such as George Lowe Alward
that we have to give thanks.

C.C.

The Bradlangh Centenary
Commemoration Fund.

Ei.eventh List of Donations to August 14.

Amount previously acknowledged, .£624 ns. 6d.;
A. Hanson (Shanghai) 2nd Donation. In memory of
Robert G. Ingersoll born August it«, 1833, £5, Dr.
A. C. Haddon, £2; R. Dodd (2nd Donation), ¢2; A.
Vauderhout, £1 is.; C. M. Fox, £t is.; Dr. H.
Grant-Whyte, £1 is.; Professor T. Okey, ¢1; S. B.
Hooper, £1; R. A. ). Forrest, £i\\ W. G. Birch, £1;
H. F. Peck, £j; C. Bush, £1; Miss C. Marks, 10s. 6d.;
J. Forrer, 10s. 6d.; W. R. Angell, 10s. 6d.; A. E.
Watkins, 10s.; A. Diver, 10s.; Miss Bridge, 10s.,;
G. R. Baulks, 10s.; Dr. R. P. Paranjpye, 10s.; E.

Wright, ios.; A. G. Scopes, 10s.; V. Wilson (2nd
Donation), 5s.; Mr. & Mrs. Quinton, Junr., ios.;
R. A. Clarey, 5s.; Mr & Mrs. Bartram, 5s.; H.

Cutner, 5s.; J. H. English, 2s. 6d.; Miss A. Hunt,
2S. 6d.; Miss M. Smith, 2s. 6d.; Anon (London),
2S. 6d.; G. Davey, 2s. 6d.; S. H. Hart, 2s. 6d.; Mr.
Spencer, 2s. 6d.; Anon (Oxford), is. 6d.; Port Sun-
light and District Saints Davies, Ward, Hughes,
Gregory and Jackson, 5s.

Total £650 10 o
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All subscriptions to be addressed to the ~
Treasurer, Bradlaugh Centenary Fund, Mr. ni
Watts, 38 Cursitor Street, London, E.C-4-

“ Dinah” complains that her Donation [13*”
been acknowledged. W.ill she please refer agji™~

the Freethinker of June 18, and the July 1in
the Literary Guide.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, n
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they «>(
inserted.

LONDON.
outdoor.

N
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Parlle, Lr]ear,-,pe
Bandstand) : 3.15, Sunday, August 20, Mrs. E. Gr°u N3,
Religion for Slaves.” “ Salmon and Ball,” Cambridge
E.2, 80, Thursday, August 24, A Lecture. tM’'P
North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, ~
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, August 20, Mr. B. A. Le
Highbury Corner, 80, Sunday, August 20, Mr. G A c
South Hill Park, Hampstead, 8.0, Monday, August 2I' ]
Tuson. Highbury Corner, 80, Thursday, August 24,
Ebury. gn
South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : T ' Jiaj
day, August 20, Mr. V. P. Corrigan. Cock Pond, jfdM
Old Town, 80, Wednesday, August 23, Mr-
Chestnut Road, Balham Station, 8.0, Thursday, Au;j;ridj>

Mr. C. Tuson. Aliwell Road, Clapham Junction, 80,

August 25, Mr. F. P. Corrigan. .0
The Metropolitan Secular Society (Regents Par

and 6.30. . Coile
West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside Technical

Romford Road, Stratford, R.) : 7.0, Mrs. Grout. AV

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12'°T 3031
Bryant. 3.30, Platform 1, Messrs. C. Tuson and E- NG
Platform 2, B. A. Le Maine. 6.30, Platform 1, MeSI®jjyatt
Wood and B. A. Le Maine. Platform 2, Messrs. A; E- a,i
and E. C. Saphin. Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. C. 111 qrchV
W. P. Campbell-Everden. Thursday, R. C. Saphin-

734, Messrs. C. Tuson and B. A. Le Maine. Z

Woolwich (Beresford Square) : 80, Sunday. M'g”ip,
S. Burke—* Augumentum and Hominem.” “ Die '~ I
Plumstead Common, 80, Wednesdays, August 2b

Corrigan. “ The Ship,” Plumstead Common, 80,
August 25, S. Burke and F. W. Smith.
COUNTRY,
OUTDOOR.

3
.
8.0, Wednesday, August 23 mq

Accrington Market :
Clayton. . 1):

Asiiington Branch N.S.S. (Grand Hotel, AShmglJ)
7.0, Friday, August 18, Mr. Allan Flanders. j

Bradford Secular Society (On the Motor P3""
Street) : 7.30, Saturday, 19 and Sunday, August
J. T. Brighton. Members’ full support requested.

Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level) : 73" il
August 22, Mr. He Lacey.

Crook (Market Place) : 7.0, Wednesday, August 2>

Jp
i

s

J. T. Brighton.

Derby Branch N.S.S. (Nottingham, Council
S<|uare) : 7.30, Thursday, August 17, Mr. H. V. ~ illt
11Sc. Derby (Market Square) : 8.0, Sunday, August
Tuesday, August 22, Mr. H. V. Blackman, II.Sc- kg1

Glasgow Secular Society : (Albion Street)- >if
August 18, West Regent .Street, Saturday, August 1
G. Whitehead will speak at each meeting. . WaH|

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive opposite N -
Baths) : 80, Sunday, August 20, Messrs. C. McKe t A
1). Robinson. Grierson Street, 80, Monday, Jw
Messrs. D. Robinson and S. Wollen. Corner of R,j&r«s
Street and Park Road, 80, Thursday, August 24

Jackson and J. V. Shortt. 3\
Nelson (Carr Road) : 7.30, Tuesday August

Clayton. AugrSt
North Shields (Harbour View) : 7.0, Tuesday' 9 .

Mr. J. T. Brighton. week AL

Paistey—Mr. G. Whitehead will lecture for a

mencing Sunday, August 20. t
Seaham Harbour (Church Street) : 7.30, Saturday.

19, Mr. Allan Flanders.
(Continued on page 543)
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iFOOTSTEPS of the PAST

J. M. Wheeler
{ With a Biographical Note by VICTOR B. NEUBURO j

Joseph Mazzini Wheeler was not merely a popu N (
Iz® of scientific studies of religion, he wa

| Pioreer in the field of anthropology. H|s P l.

j work is rich in ascertained facts, ~ut r'cl . 1ok |
suggestions as to future lines of research. 1 .

J th« should be in the hands of all speakers and j
| _students of the natural history of re igio

Price 3s. 6d, By post 3. 9d. |

e iHg Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

228 pages.

A list of IngersolEs Pamphlets published by_
The Pioneer Press.

Rome or reason ? - - 3d.

WHAT IS RELIGION ? - - 1d.

what is it worth ? - - id.

household of faith - id.

Mistakes OF MOSES - 2d.

The above will bo sent post free for &
1Sjj& SPHEMY ON TRIAL |j

defence of free

! SPEECH

By

j G. W. FOOTE.
(

'ViTH Historical Introduction by H. Cutner

| (jf") a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury in the Court J
| yoeen’s Bench, before Lord Coleridge on April |

| 24. 1883,
frice sixPENCE. Postage id.
Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. !

N wanted children

a Oivillzed Oommunity there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

la

~ atl Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth
""Mol Requisites and Books, send a ijld. stamp to :

HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.

established nearly half a century.

1

{Continued from page 542.)

M?]].‘""RA<> Branch N.S.S. (Hallgartli Square Mission,
"1;™Vearn'°uth) : 8.0, Thursday, August 17, A Debate—
% ».-bristianity a Liberating or Shackling Influence on
M. «*.” Dr. G. Howe (Free Church of Glasgow) and

Ai,g *an Flanders N.S.S'. Lambton Street, 7.0, Sunday,
TR 20> Mr. Allan Flanders.
9 n)j, MliN: 80, Friday, August 18, Debate—" Is the Bible

ARep ,""e Revelation?” Affir.:
WVMp_‘¥- F Clayton N.S.S.
Market, 3.0 and 7.0, Sunday August 20, Mr. J

Mr. Bibby (Great Harwood).
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THE

N ational S ecular S ociety

President:

CHAPMAN COHEN.

Secretary:
R. H. Rosetti, 62 Farringdon Street, London.
EC .4

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based

on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super-

natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty;
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis-
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend
material well-being; and to realize the self-government
of tbe people.

The Funds of the National .Secular Society are legally
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President,
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what-
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy —

| hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the
following declaration :—

| desire to join the National Secular Society, and I
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects

Address ....

Occupation

Dated this...... day of

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.

P.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year,
every member is left to fix his own subscription according
to his means and interest in the cause.

*'* i
»

\ |
. WOVAN AND GHRISTIANITY
| By CHAPMAN COHEN i
I L
i The Story of the Exploitation of a Sex. 1
| i
\ Price Is. Postage Id. i
i \
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Revenues Of Religion j

By
ALAN HANDSACRE.

A RECORD OF ESTABLISHED RELIGION.
IN ENGLAND.

Official Facts about Church Revenues.
History—Argument—Statistics.

Cloth. 2s. 6d.
Paper Is. 6d.

Postage 3d.
Postage 2d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

1 A DOUBLE-SIDE EDISON BELL RECORD. i
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AN ADDRESS BY j

CHAPMAN COHEN. j
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Price 2s, By Post carefully packed 2s. 9d. 3
Foreign and Colonial ordersis. extra. 3

N Eac e
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A BOOKLET WITH A BITE

SOME
CHRISTIAN TYPES

by
CRITICUS

(With an illustrated cover by H. Gutncr)

* Pen pictures of Piety in the
I Proilessions j

Candid—Caustic—Convincing )

Price 4d. By post 5d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4

n1

Printed and Published by The Pioneer Press, (G. W.

THE FREETHINKER

August 20, 1933

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

Issued and Sold by
THE PIONEER PRESS (G. W. Foots & Co., LID'

61 FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, KC4-

ROBERT ARCH
SOCIETY AND SUPERSTITION. 4d., postage #<*

CHAPMAN COHEN

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT* Cloth Bound,
postage 3'Xd.

ESSAYS IN FREETHENKING, Three Complex
7s. 6d., post free.

GOD AND EVOLUTION. 6d., postage id.

MATERIALISM RE-STATED. Cloth, as. 6d., P°at*gerapti

GOD AND THE UNIVERSE. Cloth 3s., postage 3d-
as., postage ad.

CHRISTIANITY AND SLAVERY. Cloth 29. od., r
3d.; Paper is. 6d., postage 2d.

WAR, CIVILIZATION AND THE CHURCHES.
Paper as., postage 3d. and 2d. respectively.

Prof. J. W. DRAPER 4

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION. 2d., P°stag’ o*
HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN REL
AND SCIENCE. 39 pages, 2s., postage 4K**
ARTHUR FALLOWS
REALISTIC APHORISMS AND PURPLE
Paper Covers, 39. 6d., postage 4*4d.

H. G. FARMER
HERESY IN ART. ad., postage \id.
G. W. FOOTE

BIBLE ROMANCES, as. 6d., postage 3d.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK. 2s. 6d., postage aKd
THE PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM, ad., posts«6
THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. 6d., postage j4d

SHAKESPEARE AND OTHER LITERARY 'A%

Cloth 3s. 6d., postage 3d.
DAYID HUME
AN ESSAY ON SUICIDE, id., postage />d.
Col. R. G. INGERSOLL

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH, id., postage A&
WHAT IS RELIGION? id., postage '/d.
WHAT IS IT WORTH ?—id., postage J*d.

ARTHUR LYNCH

BRAIN AND MIND.

W. MANN

CHRISTIANITY IN CHINA. 6d., postage id. .
MODERN MATERIALISM. Paper is. 6d., postage i
PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. 2d., postage
SCIENCE AND THE SOUL. 3d., postage id.

THE RELIGION OF FAMOUS MEN. id., postage 2d

GERALD MASSEY
THE HISTORICAL JESUS AND MYTHICAL
6d., postage id.

A. MILLAR
THE ROBES OF PAN. 6d., postage id.

UPASAKA

A HEATHEN'S THOUGHTS ON CHRISTIANITY
postage id.

GEORGE WHITEHEAD
THE CASE AGAINST THEISM. A Reasonable V=z'v
God. Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d., postage 2jfd. ,
THE COMING OF THE SUPERMAN, ad., postage /

RELIGION AND PSYCHO-ANALYSIS—
6d., postage id.
gd., postage id.
postage id.

Volo®4*

uge

Clotb 3s"

pA/'tChs®

/i,

6d., postage id,

IST

Religion and Women.
God, Devils and Men.

Sex and Religion, gd.,

Foote and Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London E-C-4-



