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1 QO Q PROVIDES two Centenaries that are of the present is a collection of interesting and important
4w O j great importance in the history of Free- biographical data.

_ thought. Robert Green Ingersoll un- But while there were many resemblances between
Westionably the greatest Freethinker, and probably the life of Bradlaugh and that of Ingersoll, there

a6 “Yeatest orator that
'«erica has produced,

~asbgf sIx weeks before
V'ﬁ?‘i'@§ Bradlaugh, one
( Nk greatest of British
‘ecthinkers of the nine-
tegr% century.  Both

mg men, physically
ad mentally. Both
FUght to the opa-
kartla of an unpopular

i'M — financially — ml"

@ﬁtaﬂe: cause a power
ad¥Bcacy that placed

easily at the

of their con-
u,'Povaries; both carried
nto their work the same
MssiOllate indignation
Gainst falsehood and
ig°nKi - whether it ex-
n” 'u the Church or in
State, and in their
"Uiiciations both dis-
that sublime

A8uVh °f consequence ”
can exist only

til/ loity and incorrup-
characters. Both
exhibited the sinr-

of character that

ket t° the naturally
I”eatliglfere was little in
sy  °f eitlier that

Petdl Pe puzzled or
1« the skilled
0/:f./d(-lé%%st. Given the

were very important
differences. Bradlaugh’s
life was one of storm and
struggle from the outset.
Compelled to leave home
at an age when boys
nowadays have not com-
pleted their ordinary
school education, his life
was a long fight against
poverty and a mass of
debt—incurred almost
wholly on account of his
legal fights—and which
was diminished only to
be again increased as the
ferocity of his enemies
drove him to renewed
action. He had to fight
against the massed force
of strongly organized re-
ligious bodies, the un-
scrupulous activities of
threatened vested in-
terests, and a torrent of
vilification from  the
general public such as
Ingersoll never had to en-
counter.

Ingersoll’s life, on the
other hand, was passed
in comparative comfort.
His profession as a
lawyer brought him, one
may safely assume, a
tomfortable income, and
that income would have

OJm?En_ there would be no need for the discerning been very much larger but for his repeated refusal to

to ask, How will this man react?

It was take up “ shady ” cases, his readiness to plead un-

meat d e wOU react with the directness of Paid ones, and even to pay the out-of-pocket expenses
dignt jj llatl'ral force, whatever the consequences of some of his clients. The immense audiences lie

tet Gje 1| do not mean by simplicity of character drew—paying audiences—also supplied a good in-
tvas nothing in the lives of these two men come, although here again, he was at one with Brad-
V — Id hot “ intrigue ” a scientific biographer. laugh, in his willingness to place the proceeds of his
Present in every life that stands out above the meetings at the service of causes with which lie sym-

‘i t0?' As a matter of fact a real life of both has pathized.
®Written.  All that has been provided up to As a speaker and writer there was, again, a eon-
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trast between the two men. For a reason to be noted,
Ingersoll’s writings have a wit and a sparkle, to which
Bradlaugh’s can make no sustained claim. Brad-
laugh’s writings are admirably clear, words are not
wasted, and that bane of so manj-writers and speakers
—Ilong and out-of-the-way words—is carefully
avoided. | heard neither of .them speak, so that my
impressions of them both as speakers— based on read-
ing their speeches and upon the testimony of listeners,
have at least the quality of impartiality. In Brad-
laugh there was the speaker whose vivid words, born
of the occasion and the intense earnestness of the
man, became a living flame to those who' listened.
Bradlaugh’s speeches bear the stamp of impromptu
deliverances, whatever may have been the thought
given to their substance before delivery. He was one
of those born orators who could lift a multitude above
itself and rouse frantic enthusiasm in those who
listened.

On the other hand Ingersoll’s orations are as obvi-
ously written ones. That is one reason why they
read better than do many of Bradlaugh’s speeches.
Ingersoll’'s lectures were for the most part
carefully written out and as carefully delivered.
They produced their effect by a grace and
a wit that were not Bradlaugh’s. Ingersoll’'s oratory
was no less forceful in its effect on an American audi-
ence. There is ample testimony here, as some testi-
monies we shall cite, prove; but | question whether
it would have been quite so effective with an English
one. He played on his hearers as a performer plays
on an instrument, and could have them roaring with
laughter one moment and almost in tears the next.
Quite apart from his anti-religious lectures there is on
record one case in which the judge debarred the jury
from returning its verdict until the next day because
of the effect his address to them had produced.

His lectures sparkled with wit, wisdom, and pro-
found truths expressed in an epigram. | do not think
that one can find many pages in the twelve volumes
of Ingersoll’s writings and speeches in which one
fails to find at least one, and usually several, quotable
passages that strike the man of real understanding
with their force and completeness. He was so witty,
and expressed profound truths so simply and so easily,
that dullards, particularly of the educated and learned
variety, have quite failed to detect the wide reading
and the reliable generalizations they offered. To this
class a truth must be expressed in involved and tortu-
ous language if it is to carry weight, real learning
can only be shown by laboured sentences, while a uni-
versity degree carries with it the indisputable warranty
of intellectual distinction. But the man who thinks
clearly can express himself clearly; with the muddled
thinker his language follows the nature of his thought.
The man who is capable of genuinely deep thinking
will express himself with the directness that is the
prerogative of natural genius. The great writers, the
great speakers, the great thinkers are almost invari-
ably those who write and speak with simplicity.
O. W. Foote, one of the most polished speakers and
one of the best judges of literature that the Free-
thought Party in this country has ever had, said of
Ingersoll :—

Ingersoll’s utterances were far more than oratory.
They- did not merely stimulate his auditors. They
were compacts of wisdom; wit and fancy. They
stand the test of reading, and the sterner test of re-
reading. They were never burdened with what fools
call learning. He was rather anxious to convey
knowledge than to show how much he knew. He
was quintessential. He grasped results instead of
losing himself in the processes . . . His mental

wealth was inexhaustible.  The happy illustration
was always ready, the smiling sarcasm and the
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demure irony slipped in and out unexpected \>"
pathos was there to touch with delicate han ~
fountain of tears, the poet’s fancy was at »
paint pictures and pageants, and over all

wizardry of strong, beautiful and simple speee
was not for nothing that Ingersoll was a 1
student and passionate lover of Shakespea

But' if Shakespeare had written to-day | 3 ™\
sure that many of our “ learned fools” woU
brushed him on one side because his words *'ere "~
mon ones and he did not decorate the bottoms
pages with yards of references to ponderous
I do not think that the world has ever been TJ
with an absurdity that has not been ushered 0 a
world by one learned fool and kept in being;

N

N

N

society of his fellows. , JEe

Just consider one or two out of hundreds O
tions that could be made to illustrate the truth 0
N

has been said. How many men are there who
keep their reading and study in the backgrpun
merely permit it to find expression in this sunim
the kind of men that Voltaire met while 111

land :— |dlic
He met Pope, a most wonderful verbal nie ,)3d

a maker of artificial flowers, very much I'ke [
ones, except that they lack perfume and the s
suggestion. He made the acquaintance Q qd
who wrote the Night Thoughts—Young, a
hypocrite, with a virtuous imagination, a E
who electioneered with the King’s mistress te
He met and ~ jO

might be made a bishop.
acquainted with Chesterfield—all manners — ff[O
man; with Thomson, author of The

loved to see the sun rise in bed and visit the
in the town ; with Swift, whose poisoned ar™'Ay &
then festering in the flesh of Mr. Bull '

wicked as he was witty, and as heartless as &g

N

humorous—Swift, a Dean and a devil; with = ° ad
whom Addison thought as great as Shakesp®
who never wrote but one great line—"“ The ca
looking tranquillity.” ~N)

How many could thus briefly sum up so ~%j.jtid
known men? But how can one expect those

who are all books and no brains to appreciate

thrusts of this kind. 1rSH
And who but a poet who had seen and tin

could write this of the obscure processes of the
lbrain ?

The dark continent of motive and desire h§ﬁ
been explored. In the brain—that wondroU-"
with one inhabitant—there are recesses dim al »peg'l
treacherous sands and dangerous shores, whe lin-
ing- sirens tempt and fade; streams that AS& s vt
known lands from hidden springs; strange ~g
ebb and flow of tides; resistless billows I'njjfjild
storms of flame, profound and hidden depths .,&-
1 4 T...1.-1 odnlls i

1

crouch; and skies of cloud and blue, whD'c ,. ai
fly with painted wings that dazzle and mis ¢’ ™ i
the poor sovereign of this pictured worid m

old desires and ancient hates, and stained hi fli'l

of many vanished years, and pushed by ha" &

long ago were dust, until he feels like al
wildered slave that mockery has throll

crowned. jijjt
Or how better can one describe the conditiO"

make for compromise :—- ~ (F

A brazen falsehood and a timid truth
S

parents of compromise.
Or one aspect of the philosophy of Deternlll1Nji(d

To the extent that we have wants we are 1
to that we do not have wants we do not act-

Or this of blasphemy :— 'Nsfs
Blasphemy is the word that the majority ™ tF

into the ear of the few. After every argumelt. tF
Church has been answered, has been refoteéd Nji

the Church cries “ blasphemy!” Blasphemy



an old mistake says of a newly-discovered truth.
Blasphemy is what a withered last year's leaf says
wthis year's bud. .« Blas%hemy_ " is the bulwark of
re%ious prejudice. Blasphemy is the breastplate of
tlie heartless, the petrified, the ortlioc ox.
tlr note these aphorisms:— , viiere
For the most part, colleges are places where
Pebbles are polished and diamonds are cnnn
Vice lives either before love is bora, pr

We rise by raising others—and he who stoops a
the fallen stands erect. . Aitlimit
The testimony of the (Christian) Fathers*«
the slightest value. They believed everythi g t »
examined nothing. They received as a %at
receives. . > j{
When the poor combine it is a ‘‘ conspna
they act in concert it is a “ mob.” If they defen
thenselves it is “ treason.” . ce.
AU reformers are simply disturbers 1
It was the Ass that saw the angel when 1

- Phet’s eye was dim.

«ust Stop, but ot for want of material. It is all
\igy, Unorthodox for a man to express himself in this
"°rds N%,’.nian ts justified in saying so much in so few
*fsdom ~"ere’s 110 won(fer that at this marriage of

reliein, the religious and many of the non-
,'tgious numbskulls rose in their rNitted ex-
1the banns. Truth ought noto \Y, Voi_
Cession save in many jointed u T attractive

If truth can become as terse and as
sthis, what may not happen ?

EARLY YEARS.

fapt\élw]"‘gll" that Ingersoll lived on the whole a com-
tecuigsfe life’ ail(f a comfortable life offers little spee-
stajes "laterial to a biographer. There are hosts of
his WH “¥s S'ood nature, of his ready' humanity, of
Wen %'V rePl'es, of the affection lie inspired among
ey “Ose 'vho differed from him in opinion, when
tty n°t of the deeply religious kind to whom
IG<hmiSteilCe an " Infidel 7 is a kind of an
then ‘nt  ~Nie g°°d Mi¢ ¥ God Almighty. In
Gi'ses U "Nle of Ingersoll is an account of the
(rdnf al<*nien he helped, and the ideas he attacked
ponded.
Gbr ,reen Ingersoll was born in the little village
ﬁB Seu in the State of New York, on August ir,
Mi&\)évhe so many prominent Freethinkers his
a JGs as extremely pious, and orthodox Christianity
"an Quarters does not always commend itself to
"as learted and critical youth. The elder Ingersoll
A5b1ftlc;?it a Congregationalist, then a hard-baked
abl e3> naturally a good-hearted man but
m%ﬂ“@%r the influence of his creed to send myriads
(Fpart. CVen while lie was ready to shed tears Qi1 their
an hire There is a comment upon him, made by
od '
He Wal™-~“nt who was obviously quite innocent of
lloe .. Slgnificance of her diagnosis, but which is
"Uily i'e jess enlightening. And it would fit very-
"Uiily, ('s'des John Ingersoll. “ He's too good a
aidhj,Sle said. “ He’s forever wasting Go<l's time
re with words and hullyballoos. Now what
'KiarteS' ffi°Ugh don’t be telling it to him, is
Hi ,rUof nun and a pipe and a fine big woman to
»to y'SNand for him.” There is far more insight
Hip..! « sl,r*ngs of action shown here than is dis-
ifit ¢ lllany a learned treatise.
jlstice 4L spite of the natural kindness and sense of
ntpfeSs.” JOfin Ingcersoll there were present the same
"iany91Ve features that have robbed the lives of so
VId , rations °f children of the happiness that
"du, oj " theirs by inalienable right. There is an
M Ifiis in one of his son’s lectures :—

£ 1ldie olden days they thought some days were too
1 for a child to enjoy himself. When | was

boy, Sunday was considered altogether too holy to be
happy in. Sunday used to commence when the sun
went down Ol Saturday night. We commenced at
that time for the purpose of getting a good ready, and
when the sun fell below the horizon on Saturday
evening, there was a darkness fell upon the house ten
thousand times deeper than that of night. Nobody
said a pleasant word; nobody laughed; nobody
smiled; the child that looked the sickest was regarded
as the most pious., That night you could not crack
even hickory nuts. If you were caught chewing
gum, it was only another evidence of the depravity
of the human heart. It was an exceedingly solemn
night. Dyspepsia was in the very air ybu breathed.
Everybody looked sad and mournful.

On Sunday morning the solemnity had simply in-
creased. Then we went to Church. The minister
was in a pulpit about twenty feet high, with a little
sounding board above him, and lie commenced at
“ firstly ” and went on to “ twenty thirdly.” . ..
After the sermon we had an intermission. Then
came the catechism with the chief end of man. We
went through with that. We sat in a row with our
feet coming to within six inches of the floor. The
minister asked us if we knew that we all deserved to
go to hell, and we all answered “ Yes.” Then we
were asked if we were willing to go to hell if it was
God’s will, and every little liar shouted, “ Yes ”
. . . Sometimes the}' would take us out to the grave-
yard to cheer us up a little. It did cheer me. When |
looked at the sunken tombs, and read the half effaced
inscriptions through the moss and forgetfulness it
was a great comfort. The reflection came to my
mind, that the observance of the Sabbath could not
last always.

This experience was duplicated in millions of homes
until that great liberator, Freethought, came to the
rescue. The children of to-day with their games and
laughter on Sunday little know how much they have
to thank the brave Freetliinking pioneers, who, if they
had done nothing else, have helped to rob childhood of
the terrible fears with which Christian theology had
surrounded it. There is surely no crime in the calen-
dar greater than that which robs a human being’s
childhood.

The following from a letter written to his brother
in Vermont (1S64) may be also taken here as an illus-
tration of the effect on his mind of the religious doc-
trines of the New England, where his father’'s re-
ligious beliefs received their most characteristic ex-
pression. It is also an example of Ingersoll’s power of
word display :—

I am glad that you are enjoying yourself, that you
are now having a fine opportunity to see the land of
your forefathers, that you have a chance of getting
bespattered with the good old Puritan mud. | have
always had the idea that everything in that country
looked prim, pious and prayerful, white tombstones,
white fences, white houses, neat, parsimonious, par-
ticular, exact, egotistic, energetic, nervous, nasal,
neuralgic, regular, reasoning, arguing, irrepressible,
pertinacious, impertinent, smart, spry, cool, calcu-
lating, whittling, theological, fanatical, mathe-
matical, problematical, decisive, industrious, frugal,
slanderous, backbiting, fault-finding, stingy,
generous, monomauiacal, literary, bookwise, practi-
cally foolish, oracular, owlish, parroty, everything
good strangely mixed with mean and bad, a hotch-
potch of Christ and Mammon, a Salmagundi of
Heaven, Hell, and Plymouth Bock and a Ducking-
Stool of deified John Browns and burned witches—of
polyglot Bibles and illustrated Fanny Hills—but
New England with all thy faults, as the mother of
Education, the cradle of liberty, Hie Atlas of the
Nineteenth Century, we love and honour thee still.

But apart from the dislike to his father’s religious
opinions, and apart from the father’s pain at the lack
of religious response evidenced by bis son, there ap-
pears to have been no undue unpleasantness in the



home circle. Robert Ingersoll's religious enemies,
with that disregard of the truth which has been so
prominent and so permanent a feature of Christianity
since its earliest years, attempted to put his religious
heresy down to the harsh treatment of his father.
That is a favourite explanation with Christians of the
existence of prominent Freethinkers. Presumably it
serves to hide the fact that it was not the harsh
treatment of Christians that is responsible for the
heresies of men like Bradlaugh and Ingersoll, but the
discovery of what a false and vile thing Christianity is.
And Christian advocacy has always a larger toleration
for the bad Freethinker than for the good one. The
former may serve, to the unthinking, to illustrate the
lesson of how bad men become when they let go of the
cross. But what the devil are they to do with the
latter ? Christian ingenuity has elaborately drawn up
a chart of all the villainies the Freethinker ought to
commit. If he does commit only a tithe of them, then
Christianity is so far justified. But if the Freethinker
is not merely as good as the Christian, but better, the
Christian conscience has no place and no tolerance for
him.

But against this story of his father’s intolerance
having driven him to unbelief, Ingersoll always pro-
tested in the most vigorous manner. In a letter to a
friend, he said :—

The story that the unkindness of my father drove
me into Infidelity is simply an orthodox lie. The
bigots, unable to meet my arguments, are endeavour-
ing to dig open the grave and calumniate the dead.
This they are willing to do in defence of their in-
famous dogmas . . . My father was a kind and
loving man. He loved his children tenderly and in-
tensely. He had one misfortune and that was his re-
ligion. He believed the Bible, and in the shadow
of that frightful book he passed his life. He believed
in the truth of its horrors, and for years, thinking of
the fate of the human race, his eyes were filled with
tears . . . My father was infinitely better than
the religion he preached. And these stories about
his unkindness are maliciously untrue.

Ingersoll always referred to his father in terms of
affection and respect. “He was,” said the son, “grand
enough to say to me that | had the same right to my
opinion as he had to his. He was great enough to
tell me to read the Bible for myself, and if after read-
ing it I concluded it was not the Word of God, that it
was my duty to say so.”

Ingersoll was great enough to realize that the faults
of his father belonged to his religion. His virtues
were his own.

But whatever the cause it is certain that with the
two brothers, betweeii whom an unusually strong
bond of affection seems to have existed, there was a
very early revolt against the religious opinions of their
parent, and by the time that Robert was fourteen this
revolt had assumed a definite form. It was not yet
the reasoned revolt of later years, but rather a protest
of a healthy human nature against the vicious and in-
human character of Christian teaching, and, curiously
enough, it received a more definite form', not through
reading reasoned criticisms of Christian teaching, but
through a chance discovery of the poems of Burns,
and later of Shakespeare. These opened a new world
to him, a world in which the hideous doctrines of Cal-
vinism had no place whatever. He has himself des-
cribed the burst of emotional salvation he experienced
on reading the works of these and other poets. A
whole new world aliye with the worth and possibili-
ties of mankind was opened to him. To the end of
his days he was in the habit of recurring over and
oyer again to the debt lie owed Burns and Shakespeare
with something of the passion that a Roman Catholic
would refer to the favours of his patron saint.
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For a time “ Bob ” wandered around, and, finall A
thanks to a little friendly influence, was appdijle
teacher at a school—a small log cottage to
surrounding farmers sent their children. But lie R

-jng.
one thing the children enjoyed being taught, aiN~
was not a common feature in the schools o -
eighty years ago. In the next place, on one n
able occasion when the parents came explain!?® j
they could not afford the school fees, this ucll
kind of teacher gave a written discharge for their ~
ments, stipulating only that they were to s® ~
children regularly. But his severance from the .
came from another cause. In the hotel ” in'ygb
he lived there stayed a number of ministers and O
who had come to the town to attend a religi®llS »
ference. He listened in quietness to' their discuss
and the followers of Jehovah, with the usual "'E
iveness of their kind, were anxious to discover &

young man’s opinions on religion were sound, a
long time he refused to be drawn. Then ca
question :

Wliat do you think of baptism, Mr. IngeF§DIIl

The reply came :(— e
Well, I'll tell you. With soap, baptism is 1°
thing' . . . gwed

That feply, duly reported to his superiors, njl ™
his career as a teacher. The next day brotigl
members of the school-board to his school, and ke ~

dismissed— without the payment of the money a

h”Bn the advice of his brother, who was %rcaqr
studying law, Ingersoll determined on following
example, and in about a year presented hinise .4l
examination, and was duly passed. The examl®
does not appear to have been of a very trying.
acter, and all that can be said about it is that 'M9%
soil passed all there was to pass. We shall retufli o
legal experiences later, but it is necessary to - ,f
here that within a very few years after th&civil; , r
had ended, he had resumed private life. No F ri
practising in the United States was more fatttOl5 ~
had won greater respect from his brother Igwygﬁ.
from the general public than Ingersoll. Rl 04
was as compelling at the bar as it was on the P
form, and his scrupulous fairness towards Wtll
his remarkable acumen in drawing out the real Is’
of a case made him one of the foremost advocate
the States. n
Just a few months before his marriage he had »
commissioned Colonel of the nth Illlinois Ca™
and a few days after his marriage, on FebruaO Te
1862, his regiment marched out to take part 1 ~
war between the North and South. It is necesSflA |
touch upon his military experiences because of thc f
that have been told about him in this country’ 5
hardly so broadly in the United States. The relTL<¥
liar is generally pretty careful of his own s™J.cfs
pocket. It was said by Christian Evidence SPea](fy
and by Christian Evidence publications in this c°l
that Ingersoll never was in the army, or that l,c i
never in the fighting forces, or that he ran a"'t% je
the only action in which he ever took part, or tirr
was taken prisoner after surrendering to a boy bcj, .ir
ing to the Confederate army. Readers had jC
choice of which tale they cared to believe, an( ,
Christian liar knows his audience so well that el
not hesitate to offer it half-a-dozen stories at O7i
any one of which contradicts the rest. 1" gcr.
knew this type of person well, and he has 1l
both the lie and the liar in the following : )
Millions of people are directly interested 11

false. They live by lying. To deceive is tlw
ness of their lives. Truth is a cripple; beS
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mu It ;S I?‘Iamolsé'ngﬂosjéblzg%e%zzrtevkie and k'.l his presence, those for whomlhe pleaded depended
n’nnum?rlrt over.tlie ?’/ave ar’1d the lie is 1 upon him with a faith that was almost pathetic. Such
in an epitaph. g ’ . power in the hands of an unscrupulous man would

have been little short of a national danger. In Inger-
soll’s hands it was an instrument wholly for good.
Shady cases he left alone, unless it happened that he
was keenly interested in defending the weaker side.
His practice was large, and could have been much
larger. Some of the “roads” (“circuits,” we should
call them in this country) he virtually monopolised.
He held a brief in many of the famous cases of his time
and in most of them achieved a notable triumph. A
description of many of these trials would lie without
interest to British readers; at any rate usefully to
understand them would require a more detailed
account of their nature than our space allows. But
his power over a jury was well illustrated in the

i'ie truth is that Ingersoll took part in some o

Wattles of the wali, aitdl his surieimder was i@

gereral Forrest, one of the veterans of the opposing
1 While a prisoner h%‘I was treated with the
= fespect, and-having §iven--his paiole, _ '~

freely With Af® caplors. 1t was this that provided a

iki instance of Ingersoll’s ,power as;
%@%F\%’ﬁ% I give at length because 1 1S° # I)S‘l
"eve, very generally known. ~ JarRe ”~° JYnmand
~ccrs and men under General Forrests
i adgathered in a large room one evening, a * 1

flambeau, in whose charge he had been Sl y<
capture, asked him to make a speech to the P

Smilingly, Ingersoll consented eh to

He talked as a friend talks to friend*»,~thoug
Forrest's Tennessee Tigers the oot mell wbo
as sweet to draw as vintage wine, battle far
stood about him had proved tliemsc \ s
wlore saveel Adrieu than those slave-owning aristo-
i4 M‘g formed the Confederate armies in the East.
o men had never owned slaves nor thought to
! thef} 5o frugal and sparing of abundance were

soils of tlieir farms . . . The uniform that Boh
‘est ~ pitied for them the tyranny iniquitously
Wen'f \n .\Washington . . . They craved liberty and
e 9 'ting for liberty, and Bob, in a speech he was
° surPass, pictured to them a liberty which

O " Clesoiling and destroying, the personal liberty
*, « n° less human than themselves. He in-
byj . In 10 oratorical effects ... he spoke simply
fc~th consummate art, and the men before him

and't 3ile'r chagrin that tears were iii their eyes
hips ¢; Fe k. astprmishanent, cheers awakeming in their
iar 0 eqping, they ¥urseﬂ_.sLayﬁty‘__and gheer-
cause seemed to renounce their allegiance to their

hti(C, . F<*rest, beyond the ring of tlie audience, be-
girls " S curcd-in-gunpowder veterans hysterical as
ti.i . With a bellow calculated to obscure the fact
f, ms °wn eyes were wet, he burst suddenly

the ranks of listeners, “ Here, Ingersoll,

StoP that §peech and 1'll exchange you for a govern-
,lent mule.”

'ﬂ_’é_\é?mfr how many speeches have been delivered
c'fcuinstances and with such results !
own brother-soldiers thought of him may
lcd from a few passages of a resolution passed
***x*x*x*x* of his own regiment on hearing the
' « his deathl

tie vhert G. Ingersoll is dead. The brave soldier,
ti, ’,Uswcrving patriot, the true friend and the dis-
liavUsShcd colonel of that old regiment of which we
Sﬂ(,&"*e honour to be a remnant, sleeps his last
e « « 'Plie world honours him as the prince of
Qators ui his generation; as its emancipator from
Iﬂ and dogmas ; as a philosopher, for his aid
r.ﬁe;\h.'g back the ghosts of superstition ; and we,
hiini ;q.'"tion 3° these, for our personal knowledge of
\\yIS Hman, a soldier, and a friend.
kile htiew him as the general public did not. We
Cro him in military camp where he reigned an un-
huni;>"~ king, ruling with that bright sceptre of
fi-, M1 benevolence which death alone could wrest
ed,; his hand. We had the honour to obey, as we
Giri' ' h’s calm but resolute commands at Shiloh, at
1¢>and at Lexington, knowing as we did, that
"°uld never command a man to go where he

Ul ot dare to lead the way.”
INGERSOLL THE LAWYER.
Gat Ji'e  twenty-two Ingcrsoll qualified for prac-
the bar. With his superb eloquence, his un-

*lea  P°Wer of winning the sympathy of even hos-

">4sn leilces* his influence over both Judge and Jury
1that those to whom he was opposed dreaded

following. It was a case in which during a quarrel
one farmer by an accidental blow had killed another.
Ingersoll was convinced that the verdict of wilful
murder was unjustifiable :—

Upon the day of the trial the jury, bronzed citizens,
equipped each of them with that type of frozen
countenance known as the poker face, seemed of the
opinion that the case of the prosecution lacked a
single flaw, but when Bob arose, that tide, in the
drift of which was carried a man’s life, began to turn.
Almost leaning against the jury box, he painted to
the men within it such a picture of the causes of the
crime, of its justification and of the wife arid children
of the prisoner waiting, tom by agony, for his re-
turn, that the twelve men who composed the jury
were without a single exception reduced to tears
which, in ari effort to conceal, they hurriedly but
ineffectually assimilated with their tongues.

Mr. Ingersoll of Peoria continued as though quite
oblivious of the lamentable spectacle he was making
of these respectable, leather-tough prairie men.
“ Will you send this man home to his wife, to his
children, waiting for him, waiting at the door with
hearts torn with . ..”

The foreman of the jury, digging into his jeans
for a red cotton handkerchief the size of a small
table cloth, could bear no more. “ Yes, Bob, we
will,” he said and straightway disappeared beneath
the bandana.

Ingersoll sat down. His case was won. The
prosecuting lawyer said afterwards, privately, that it
was a crime to be able to treat twelve big babies in the
way Ingersoll liad treated the jury, but as he himself
is said to have cried with the rest, his comment
carried but little conviction. It is small wonder that
in the State of Illinois he won 99 per cent of his cases,
and American writers assert that in his day he was
the most famous lawyer in the United States.

In 1866 Ingersoll was appointed Attorney-General
for Illinois, and later it was proposed that he should
stand for the post of Governor of the State. But it
was said that “ Bob ” was an Atheist, so a deputation
waited upon him to settle the matter. Tlie interview
is interesting enough to be described at some

length :—

Since his return from the war he had made speeches
in various sections of the State and had mobilized
against him the entire clergy and a number of that
class of orthodox laymen who pant ever for a crusade.
So widely had he become known as a Rationalist that
those members of the convention engaged in advocat-
ing his nomination had sent a committee to make
sure that his beliefs were not of an order calculated to
dismay tlie voting population of Illinois. Bob was
sitting in his office when his friends found him, with
a large cigar and the second act of Henry the. Fifth.

Good morning, boys.”

“ Good morning, Bob.”

“ Bob, here’s the whole story. We've been sent
here as a committee while the whole damn convention
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adjourns to find out how much of a heretic you are

If Palmer does what he says you’'ll be nomi-
nated hands down, but can you be elected if all the
hard-shells in the State know you’re an Atheist?
Now we know you, and what you believe or don’t
(believe don’'t make a damn bit of difference to us,
but if you make a public claim to being- a heretic
that’s the ace card for the Democratic nominee. You
know Jack Eden as well as we do, and if he thought
it would make him Governor he’d go to Church once
a day and all day Sunday. But he couldn’t win any
way at all unless you elect to run on a to-hell-with-
God ticket . . . Now what do you say ?. ..

Bob took up a pen, and drew a sheet of paper to-
ward him. “ Just a minute.” He wrote busily . . .

The Republican State Convention, sweating and in
shirt sleeves, hearkened attentively as the spokesman
of the Committee sent to sound out the Honourable
Robert G. Ingersoll, read his report. Having, in
shaking accents, announced that he would read aloud
the Attorney General’s reply to the questions asked
him, he secured with his right thumb a firm hold on
his braces and commenced . . . -

“ Gentlemen, I am not asking to be Governor of
lllinois ... | have in my composition that which |
have declared to the world as my views upon religion.
My position | would not, under any circumstances,
not even for my life, seem to renounce. | would
rather refuse to be President of the United States than
to do so. My religious belief is my own. It belongs
to me, not to the State of Illinois. | would not
smother one sentiment of my heart to be thé emperor
of the round globe.”

Ingersoll was not nominated. There is no doubt
that if he had “ trimmed ” he could have held any
office in the United States. Moncure Conway said
that but for his heresy nothing could have prevented
his becoming President.

One cannot forbear contrasting this
of Ingersoll’'s with that of our own poli-
ticians who for the sake of election or office,
or for fear of offending the public, remain silent
as to their real views, ape the language of
the religious believer, hunt about for some non-com-
mittal name for themselves, or even attend Church.
Ingersoll preferred to retain his own self-respect
rather than to sacrifice it on the altar of social popu-
larity or political or professional appointment.

This expression of personal independence was a
frequent note in Ingersoll’'s speech. Take, for ex-
ample, this from the lecture on The Liberty of Man,
Woman and Child :—

I have made up my mind to say my say. | shall
do it kindly, distinctly; but I am going to do it. |
know there are thousands of men who substantially
agree with me, but who are not in a condition to ex-
press tlie-ir thoughts. They arc poor, they are in
business ; and they know that should they tell their
honest thought, persons will refuse to patronize them
—to trade with them ; they wish to get bread for their
little children; they wish to have homes and the com-
forts of life. Every such person is a certificate of the
meanness of the community in which he resides.
And yet | do not blame these people for not express-
ing their thought. | say to them : “ Keep your ideas
to yourself ; feed and clothe the ones you love, | will
do the talking for you. The Church cannot touch,
cannot crush, cannot starve, cannot stop or stay me;
I will express your thoughts.

example

The trial of most importance to Freethinkers, in
which Ingersoll engaged, is that of C. B. Reynolds for
Blasphemy.

C. B. Reynolds was an ex-clergyman, who for some
years acted as an accredited Freethought missionary.
In the course of his wanderings lie visited the towns
of Boontou and Morristown, both within about thirty '
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miles of New York, and both within the State r?{chmv

jersey, Duning the visit to Boormon & tept w5,
used for lecturing purposes was wrecked jan _ .
Reynolds narrowly escaped with his life- AN’ adtion
against the town for damages was entered, which " 1!
replied to by a charge of Blasphemy in the two tons
named. lhe trial hung fire for about six niontis
with the usual result that the substance of the darges
. . .. could have ¢sJ
received a far greater publicity than it Al
by ordinary propaganda. But bigotry,
things, never learns from experience. It may
possible for religious bigotry to act, but never
world’s history has it remained quiet when the 41~
tunity for action presented itself. At the actua™”
the Morristown charge was withdrawn by the
tion, leaving that of Boonton to stand. Thel®
passages were contained in a pamphlet entitle
phemy and the Bible>and the passages selecte
the pamphlet were taken from an article " 'IC
peared in the Christmas number of the FrCC 1
immediately after its editor, G. W. Foote, ha
released from twelve months imprisonment.

be 1»'

Colonel Ingersoll not merely undertook the (g™ ™
but he paid all the expenses, and at the end 1
trial paid the fine that was inflicted.

Ingersoll’s speech took three hours initsa" W
The sensation created by the trial and by s
defence was great. The speech was reported thronbl,

g p p pEs
out the United States, for to do the America"\ad).
justice, there is not practised with it the c°»
policy of silence that is so well understood
country. In England the evil of suppressing e
papers is realized. But the patiers themselves
work of suppressing any news that constitutes a

attack %n established religious beliefs. e
i

Ingersoll's speech is too closely knit to IcQj dlai
to quotation. In the main it took the line ot 1 (
strating the inherent absurdity of “ blasphemy»
an earnest and impassioned plea for hbe
thought. It was without the formal leg3
ments that would have played so large
in an English trial and which serve so
to give to absurdity a pseudo-dignity-
already given his description of BlaSP
taken from the speech at this trial. Here is
panion passage, the only criticism of which L
made is the use of the word “ blasphemy ” -

What s real blasphemy? | will give yon a cef
tion.

To live on the unpaid labour of other men
blasphemy. ,

To enslave your fellow-man, to put chains uIH
body ; that is blasphemy.

To enslave the minds of men, to put nianfiEko 0
the mind; that is blasphemy. A
To deny what you believe to be true, to ad,nV '
true what you believe to be a lie; that is bla-T -t

To strike the weak and unprotected, in °rcllipr
you may gain the applause of the ignorant ax
stitious mob; that is blasphemy.

To persecute the intelligent few at the coni
the ignorant many; that is blasphemy.

To forge chains, to build dungeons,
honest fellow-men; that is blasphemy.

To pollute the souls of children with the dO-*
eternal pain; that is blasphemy.

To violate your conscience, that is blasphelj ©

The jury that gives an unjust verdict, a" up-
judge who pronounces an unjust sentence, "r'
pheiuers. . P

The man who bows to public, opinion ag3" ~,
better judgment and against his honest co"v
is a blasphemer.
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1 have, | think, read almost eveiy n niany
Thermy that has taken place in this country,
of those that have occurred elsewhere. .
N

ibeah is the most human of them all, am a®
calculated to achieve its end. Here are one

e vibole vygakened somewhat by* their separation f

1 deny the right of any man, of any A'1.'T*’ on
,nen. «Aany Church, of any State, to put ap. Qn_
the lips—to make the tongue a convict. Pe ~
atcly deny the right of the Herod of an lon \
the children of the brain. .

h°r thousands of years people have been U> ~
force other people to think their way. ?
succeed? No.  Will they succeed? No’ BT\
Because brute force is no argument. < v the
wth the lash over a man, or you can stand y
Prison door, or beneath the gallows or by
« Of t, this man; - Recant o, UnM £»«”™

prison door is locked up°n >0, {awot.®
ahinit your neck, or the torch is given o '.* J? aq
A"d so the man recants. Is he commcei . - tpu
lja\e you produced a new argrunen . world
slightest. And vet the ignorant bigots o the

,ha}\e been trying for thousands of yea s

luen *iy brute force.  They have eu-
to c:nred f° improve the mind by torturilio the flesli,
spread religion with the sword and torch. lhey

"i'e tried to convince tlieir brothers by putting their
T1i" iron boots; by putting fathers, mothers, pat-
VO . philosophers, and philanthropists in dungeons,
itiul Wgf tvas the resdlw “re we any nearer think-

a'ike than we were then? . . .

SUpPose that we pMt- Mr. Reynelds il @eel. The
urdment has not been sent to gaol. That is still
?0IrS the rounds, free as the winds. Suppose you
UP him at hard labour for a year; all the time that
His there hundreds and thousands of people will be
wliiijr some account, or some fragment of this tiial.

here is the trouble. If you could only imprison an
"ijkument, then intellectual tyranny might succeed.

Mncould only take an argument, and put a striped
si't of clothes on it; if you could only take a good,
letHlid, shining fact, and lock it up in some
lll"geon of ignorance, so that its light would never
292N ter the mind of mail, then you might succeed

stopping human progress. . . .
"o{f another man has not a right to think, you have
o O<T the right to think that lie thinks wronj!  If

tr- "™ail has not the right to think, the people of
ad" Jersey bad no right to make a statute or to

a ®f* a Constitution, no Jury lias the right to render
y fU|Iict, and no Court to Pass a sentence.

ked ! she adjournment, after Ingersoll’s speech
his #*>rtluded, lie received warm congratulations on
an "'fi one man remarking, “ Colonel Ingersoll, |
elie, resbyterian parson, but 1 must say that was
An] 'V est speech in defence of liberty | ever heard.”
VvV <lrioK the interval Ingersoll told the Judges,
wig 1L had better discharge Reynolds, or I will appeal
Oit rv tile case again and convert the whole town.”
loi,,, "ould not have been surprised had he gone a
"ay towards fulfilling his threat.
dijit sinte of

Ingersoll’s eloquence a verdict of
at n " as returned, but it says much for his efforts
Wll, r'>Punishment was a fine of twenty-five dollars,
om 1ty dollars costs, which Ingersoll paid at onbe,
,iOt bis own pocket.
Isf "bout three years before G. W. Koote received
iij'ggy% C"ntry a sentence of twelve months imprison-
" Twelve months in England to vindicate the
t k<tvr of God Almighty” in America, only twenty-
UIiJ.r]}"lliars (¢5). It looks as though what Ingersoll
. Have called the god-stock had fallen in value
i;M’c "iterval. Or perhaps it is just a question of

it? I*: .«» *aman has been fined more for in-
Ug a policeman.
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THE WIZARD OF WORDS.

| HAVE said that in all probability Ingersoll was the
greatest orator that America has produced. One ex-
ample has been cited in the effect produced on the
soldiers who had captured him, and scores of other ex-
amples might be given. More than once a political
convention was adjourned in order that delegates
might have time to recover from the influence of his
speech. Judges have adjourned the court in order
that juries might have time to recover from the spell
Ingersoll had cast over them and to consider their ver-
dict with cool heads. The eloquence of his writings
on religion is well known to English readers, hut his
speeches on other subjects, political, literary,
social, artistic,c, commemorative, are not so well
known, although happily, these are preserved
in the twelve volumes of the handsome Dres-
den edition. No matter what the occasion
there was the same blend of profound thought
clothed in graceful, melodious speech. A great many
of his speeches are compacts of prose poems, and com-
petent judges have actually rendered them as such.
Here are two specimens which are, so far as the
language is concerned, absolutely unaltered. They
are merelyr cut up into the appropriate form. The first
is from the lecture on Shakespeare :—

He walked the ways of mighty Rome,

And saw great Caesar with his legions in the field.

He stood with vast and motley throngs

Vnd watched the triumphs given to victorious men,

Followed by uncrowned kings, the captured hosts, and all the
spoils of ruthless war.

He heard the shout that shook the Coliseum’s roofless walls,

When from the reeling gladiator’s hand the short sword fell,

While from his bosom gushed the stream of wasted life.

And this, again from the same lecture ;—

He knew the thrills and ecstasies of love,

The savage joys of hatred and revenge.

He heard the hiss of envy’s snakes

And watched the eagles of ambition soar.

There was no hope that did not put its star alxive his head—
No fear he had not felt—

No joy that had not shed its sunshine on his face.

Scores of similar examples may he found in almost
any part of his writings.

How many have expressed in as beautiful language
the thoughts he uttered at the grave of Horace
Seaver 7—

He has lived his life. We should shed no tears
except the tears of gratitude. We should rejoice that
lie lived so long. In nature’s course his time had
come. The measure of his life was full. When the
day' is done, when the work of a life is finished, the
tired labourer should fall asleep. To outlive useful-
ness is to die a double 'death. “ Let me not live
after my flame lacks oil, to be the snuff of younger
spirits.” When the old oak is visited by Spring,
when light and rain no longer thrill—it is not well
to stand leafless, desolate, and alone. It is better far
to fall where Nature softly covers all with woven
moss and creeping vine. We stand upon this verge
of crumbling time. We love, we hope, we disappear.
Again we mingle with the dust and the “ knot in-
trinsicate” forever falls apart. But this we know. A
noble life enriches all the world. Horace Seaver
lived for others. He accepted toil and hope deferred.
Poverty was his portion. Like Socrates lie did not
seek to adorn his body, but rather his soul, with the
jewels of charity, modesty, courage, and above all,
with a love of liberty.
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Or

this on Wagner, delivered at a New York Music

Club:—

Or,

different

an

When | listen to the music of Wagner, | see pic-
tures, forms, glimpses of the perfect, the wave of a
breast, the glance of an eye. | am in the midst of
great galleries. Before me are passing endless pan-
oramas. | see vast landscapes with valleys of verdure
and vine, with soaring crags, snow-crowned. | am on
the wide seas, where countless billows burst into
the white caps of joy. | am in the depths of caverns
roofed with mighty crags, while through some rent |
see the eternal stars. In a moment the music becomes
a river of melody, flowing through some wondrous
land; suddenly it falls into strange chasms, and
the mighty cataract is changed to seven-hued foam.
With Wagner’s music all the instruments are trans-
figured. They seem to
utter the sounds that
they have been long-
ing to utter. The
horns run riot; the
drums and cymbals
join in the general
joy; the old bass-
viols are alive with
passion; the ’cellos
throb with love; the
violins are filled with
a divine fury, and
the notes rush out as
eager for the air as
pardoned prisoners
for the roads and
fields. = Wagner was
a sculptor, a painter,
in sound. When lie
died, the greatest
fountain of melody
that has ever en-
chanted the world,
ceased.

on an entirely
theme, from
address to the Thir-

teen Club:—

I suppose that the
superstition most pre-
valent with public
men is the idea that
they are of great im-
portance to the pub-
lic. As a matter of
fact, public men—
that is to say, men
in office—reflect the average intelligence of the
people, and no more. A public man to be success-
ful need not assert anything unless it is exceedingly
popular. And he need not deny anything unless
everyone is against it. Usually he has to be like the
centre of the earth—drawing all things his way,
without weighing anything himself.

Finally, this on a visit to Napoleon’'s tomb:—

A little while ago | stood by the grave of the old
Napoleon—a magnificent tomb of gilt and gold, fit
almost for a deity dead—and gazed upon the sarco-
phagus of rare and nameless marble, where rest at
last the ashes of that restless man. 1 leaned over
the balustrade and thought about the career of the
greatest soldier of the modern world. T saw him
walking u]>on the banks of the Seine, contemplating
suicide. | saw him at Toulon | saw him putting
down the mob in the streets of Paris—I saw him
at the head of the army of Italy—1 saw him
crossing the bridge of Eodi with the tricolor in his
hand—1 saw him in Egypt in the shadows of the
pyramids—T saw him compter the Alps and mingle
the eagles of France with the eagles of the crags.
I saw him at Marengo, at Ulm and Austerlitz. |
saw him in Russia, where the infantry of the snow
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becoming President of the United States; alK o
cure Conway is emphatic that, great as the abi
many of the Presidents has been,
supreme ability of Ingersoll.
lie adopted the policy of many of our own
placed heretics and devoted his energy to defl°ll
those aspects of religion that few educated mel* j,.
champion, and paid lip homage to the things
wardly despised, he might still
highest spoils of office and received the gtiesti®i™
homage of learned societies.
died— himself.
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and the cavalry of the wild blast scattered to"
legions like winter’s withered leaves. | saw him«
l.eipsic in defeat and disaster—driven by a IGY
bajonets back upon Paris—clutched like a'm
beast banished to Elba. | saw him escape e

take an empire by the force of his genius,
him upon the frightful field of Waterloo, "l'at

Chance and Fate combined to wreck the fortunes d
their former king. And | saw him at St. Helen
with his hands crossed behind him, gazing out "I*1
the sad and solemn sea.

t-thoohht of the arphansland.- witflons he had nxfg

of the tears that had been shied far his GleGli if}
of the only woman who ever loved him, pushed n1'
his heart by the cold hand of ambition. And I sI"'

| sav

I would rather have been a French
and worn

woull
shoes. |

rnfher have lived in
a hut with a vire
growing over the dodf,
mid the grapes
growing purple

the amorous fcisso

°f the autumn
would rather or
been that po
peasant, with ad

loving wife by ni)
eside, knitting as tre
day died out of tre
sky—with my drld

my knees
reu upon

and their arms

H\C- \ Woulij

ave been tlat

and gone down
the tongueles-
dice of the die"
dust, than t® .,
been that HU o
impersonation

force and . o
known as Jiapor
the Great.

. , you-
. Th(:rr]et is snzj‘a’]‘:L W
er at a n' .
talked as this o
talked held the
American public ™ "y
grip. Without his 1L

nothing could h:oc/(il
vented Ingersoll ~aq,

"t

none hfk
Even as it v,a 'gil-

have grasp®l de

Ingersoll hve(

One thing is certain. If the suffrage had °’

vested in the leading men of America, there

office in the State to which they would not
elected him, and no honour would have been
great for them to have paid him.
no cloistered life; he was not set apart from hisl Pf -
There exists a well known story of In
joinder to a man who said that his copy of
Age of Reason cost him a dollar—*“ Mine cost mc »
Governorship of Illinois ”; but that was because

I vk

For 1ugdn

rso

%ai'tig\S

(Continued on page 522.)
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Wit
that thak we :lre unable to publish several letters
140 JO rece'ved on the subject of Esperanto versus

ested th'a number of our readers appear to be inter-

Kcttiii" crsy Iooks like being unending, without anyone
S " forrader.” One of our correspondents, Mr.
iffiom.)<an’  downing College, Cambridge, offers to send
sted’\nH’> co“«rning  Occidental ” to anyone iuter-
R if Tlﬂ the subject.

--rSorry we have no room for letters in this
OIIrc ot 116 Freethinker. But your letter is rather wide of
al r~ : There is no question of the natural origin of
eio] 3MNes’ or °f the survival value of many. The
POSSing'll 4uest'ah 10 wile of behavibuf| thet is, e ex-
deptn .U a fundamentally identical human nature is

this 11 tWx UPQLL sociological and cultural conditions. It is
R P ~MMaf advocates of “ Race ” overl<K)k.

an 0 '5UrK—Sorry we have no space for a controversv
the «at earth theory.

Sugar Plums.

noefj )] SSLe of the Freethinker is almost entirely an
dir rAntimher, but we hope at least the majority of
°i eh ]ﬁrs wi]l find nothing in this to regret. It is not
It -many our newspapers will pay much, if
eres e fl101 to the great American Freethinker. If it
andm *e Unions parson the matter would be different,
"mhl 'y Trecthinkers who write regularly for the press
abom K found penning more or less laudatory articles
be ;- Un' Hut there is neither money nor notoriety to
"e A @ by “ writing up ” Ingersoll. For this reason
IMti,,,Je 1° bave the assistance of all our friends in
(otl, A Nrs *ssue well before the public. It will be
and arething to honour the great American liberator,
ca(lSc 1 le same time helping to advance the general
M which we are all interested.

J lut there will be another Garterary Number soon
g I—* u,Ijg h Qentenary date is September 26. and our
"C ember 24, will contain a full-length sketch

S bra<Haugh. The two issues should go well

'tt\a/}f]th tegarcl to the Bradlaugh Centenary, we would

advise all who intend being at the demonstration
a friendd4s' HHnise, on September 23, or at the dinner
G j| e Troeadero, Ol September 26, to apply soon,
WHkcF niay And themselves too late. The price of the
tick s 7°r meeting is 6d. and is. For the dinner the
(i0j.s arc 10s. 6d. each. These may be obtained from
ty h C 'liriker-kHhce, or Horn the Secretary of the Brad-
IfQ,1 Centenary Committee, 38 Cursitor Street, London,

ﬂlc r:ecent article in the Daily Express on ‘‘ Voltaire,”
Jlyfillter, George Edinger, has fallen into some sad
an ,,Is °n the question of Voltaire’s * death-bed repent-
This comes through relying too much on

"ilF 'nUwr'ters who are still—at least, on the subject of
Li‘death-beds "—in the Christian Evidence state of
tjgg,* The facts are very simple. The first time (in
t>p ‘'vas a joke he played on the Bishop of Anueci, who
Q) ,, saly forbade any curate, priest or monk to give Holy
fcj '»'«ion to Voltaire. Feignifjg a deadly sickness, a
S ‘'vas sent for but was too frightened to give the

GepIrient until Voltaire threatened him with legal pro-
‘'ugs. The priest then consented, and even added

'been

that “ M. de Voltaire had never ceased to respect and
practise the Christian religion.” The comedy reached its
climax when after signing the profession of faith written
by the Bishop, Voltaire swallowed the wafer and then
leaped briskly out of bed, having been confessed and com-
muned in spite of the Bishop.

This proved that he treated this solemn sacrament as a
joke, and therefore was prepared to do the same (in 1778)
to secure for his corpse a decent burial—denied, of course,
to Freethinkers. He therefore, with the connivance of
his nephew, the Abbé Mignot, tricked the church again
to give him a decent burial by “ confessing to the Abbé
Gautier,” according to Condorcet, though Gautier says
he found Voltaire “ unfit to be confessed.” Later,
according to Wagniére, who was an eye-witness, Voltaire
pushed the Curé of St. Sulpice away and said, “ Let me
die in peace.” The Curé went out in disgust with the
Abbé Gautier. He died “ with the utmost tranquillity,”
saying to his valet, “ Adieu, my dear Morand, | am
gone.” They were his last words, and it was only many
years later that the priests invented the death-bed stories
about his repentance and dying raving mad.

Finally, there is the testimony of the doctor in attend-
ance, published by Sir Charles Morgan. Hr. Burard was
constantly about Voltaire in his last moments, and em-
phatically declares that Voltaire was forbidden to speak
the whole time, though he retained possession of all his
faculties. Hr. Burard says, “ The fooleries which have
been attributed to him are deserving of the greatest con-
tempt.” No one was allowed admission into the sick
chamber, and it was therefore impossible for any priest
to administer the Sacrament or testify to his dying raving
mad. Voltaire, in fact, remained a sceptic to the end,
and Sir. Ediuger ought to have investigated the story lie
repeats of the “ death-bed ” repentance. He does admit,
however, that “ Voltaire wrote of Christianity as full of
villainy and nonsense.” And he admits that the famous
aphorism “ crush the infamy ” means not the “Church,”
but the Christian infamy. It is good that even in small
doses the real truth about a giant like Voltaire should be
given for popular consumption.

Fifty Years Ago.

THE IMPRISONEH FREETHINKERS.

Tiie memorial that we printed last week, and subjoin in
our present issue has been drawn up by a Liberal
Christian. Some of its phrases are, unnaturally, such
as we cannot endorse personally. But the memorial
might be submitted for signature to those who, as
Christians, yet think that a great iniquity has been
perpetrated. Freethinkers should still sign and forward
the petition to the Home Secretary. Our friends have
in prison twenty-five weeks.

To the Right Hon. William Ewart Gladstone.

“ Your memorialists submit that on grounds both
of justice and of policy, it is desirable to put an end to
the imprisonment of Messrs. Foote and Ramsey.

“ On grounds of justice, inasmuch as where all
religions are tolerated, and where freedom of speech
is held to be of the greatest value, it is manifestly
unjust to visit the offence of these men with punish-
ment which, in its severity, goes far beyond anything
required to vindicate the law and to prevent repetition
of the offence.

“ On grounds of policy, because the infliction of
such punishment is obviously calculated to defeat its
own object, to enlist sympathy with the offender where
none would otherwise be felt, to create hatred against
a religion requiring such severity, and to discredit the
Liberal Government.

“ Your memorialists therefore submit that they and
the large number who think with them in this matter,
have a clear right not only to appeal to you, but to
expect either redress at your hands, or a distinct inti-
mation that you consider justifiable, action which they
cannot but regard as cruel and tyrannical.”
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(Continued, from page 520)

voting power rested mainly in the hands of men who
were still held fast in the bonds of a theology that
good men and women were beginning to despise. His
circle of intimate friends and admirers included many
of the foremost men of his day. Presidents and Ex-
Presidents, scientists, artists, men of letters, men and
women who have carved their names deeply in
America’s—and some of them in the world’s— his-
tory, delighted to pay him homage. To gain the votes
of the mass required a subservience toi popular preju-
dice, a luke-warm attachment to what he believed to
be true, of which Ingersoll was absolutely incapable.
He made no claim to be a martyr, nor did he feel
that he was such. He felt the world could offer him
nothing better than his own freedom of expression,
his right to denounce falsehood and injustice, he laid
no claim to self-sacrifice, he claimed and enjoyed the
right to self-expression. No price the world could
offer was high enough to buy that.

The testimony to Ingersoll’s. greatness as a speaker
came not merely from the huge crowds that thronged
to hear him. It came from the keenest of critics and
best of judges. Men who were themselves renowned
for their oratory, or for their critical power confessed
to the imcomparable quality of Ingersoll’'s oratory.
* Quintessential ” said that fine judge, G. W. Foote,
was Ingersoll’s outstanding quality, and no other man
could have done so well with a single word. Mon-
cure Conway, a man who never paid empty compli-
ments, and the last man in the world to be led away
by mere rhetoric, said :—

Every variety of power was in this Orator—logic
and poetry, humour and imagination, simplicity and
dramatic art, moral earnestness and boundless sym-
pathy. The wonderful power ascribed to Thomas
Paine of insinuating his ideas equally iijto thp
learned and unlearned, had passed from Paine’s pen
to Ingersoll’s tongue. The effect on the people was
indescribable.

Walt Whitman, between whom and Ingersoll there
existed a deep bond of personal affection, said he
was

One of the most magnetically spontaneous men on
the planet. He is far, far deeper than he is supposed
to be, even by radicals. America don't know how
proud she ought to be of Ingersoll.

T. Il. Huxley wrote of him in terms of the
greatest admiration; Gladstone, who learned to his
complete humiliation what it meant to cross swords
with Ingersoll, confessed that he wrote with “ a rare
and enviable brilliancy.” Henry Ward Beecher, one
of the outstanding speakers of his generation, des-
cribed him as “ the most brilliant speaker of the Eng-
lish tongue on the face of the globe.” Edgar Faw-
cett wrote:—

1 do wish that, in all these big questions, literary
men would take you more for a guide than they do.
Your love of letters and your deeply poetic spirit
render you worthy of a far greater reverence and
respect than it seems to me.you receive. | want the
brilliance of your thought to penetrate our literature
profoundly and permanently. But, of course, that
will come. The younger generation of writers can-
not escape you any more than the air they breathe.

Said Mark Twain, who corresponded with him on
the most affectionate terms :—

His was a great and beautiful spirit. He was a
man—all man from his crown to his foot-soles. 1
prized his affection for me and returned it with
usury.

The greatest of the leaders of the Woman’s Move-
ment in America, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, wrote of
him :—

I have heard the greatest orators of this century
in England and America, O’Connell in his palmy
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days on the Home Rule question; Gladstone aid
John Bright in the House of Commons; Spurséd"
Janies and Stopford Brooks in their respective p"'
pits, our own Wendell Phillips, Henry Ward
Beecher and Webster and Clay, on great occasionl’
the stirring eloquence of our anti-slavery orators
both in Congress and on the platform—but none ever

equalled Ingersoll in his highest flights.

The gredt Chauncy Depew, whose reputation as"
sjieaker stood high in both England and America
spoke of Ingersoll as the greatest of living orators-
Swinburne said that lie was the man of all others I'6
longed to meet. No one who ever came within Bt
sphere of his influence could withhold an admiratio”
that did honour no less to himself than to the oe

who was honoured.
INGERSOLL THE FREETHINKER-

I have left myself but scant space for dealing
Ingersoll as a Freethinker.  This for two
First, because I have been most anxious to m
the wide scope of his genius, and because there .g
impression abroad, active in quarters that sho j
better informed, that he was concerned onb
merely with proving the Christian religion to 16
true. Second, because his writings against IC ,(
are so well known, thanks to their phenomenal Q1™
lation in both this country and in America, tha i
nearly all, Freethinkers .are already b%LJ
acquainted with them. But it is cettaiidy not
cause | believe Ingersoll’s writings on Freed' ™
to be among the least important of his activities-
the contrary, in his case as in Bradlaugh’s, | 7e'ie' Ok
as they both believed— their purely Freethought ' ~
to be the most important they did. And ~B
future talks, as it will talk about them, it "'ll
Freethinkers that they will chiefly be remeinbe'e<

I certainly have no desire to establish InEet I:|/s
respectability ” by placing in the foregyound Y
work in politics or sociology, or elsewhere, 11 ™' IS
to justify his claim to greatness. That would a

much a reflection on Ingersoll as it would be Qi1

laugh. It is a method that savours toolmuch of ch
deS|re of some timid Freethinkers to prove d'e® belra

“ good ” as Christians, and their pleasure at
mistaken for such.

I cordially agree it is a pity that so much OI Bral
laugh’s time and so much of Ingersoll’'s time S ~
have been taken up in attacking the foolish doedl |,
and primitive myths that go to the making of ﬂf
Christianity. But the need granted, and the7@ta
the world being what it is, no better K
have been undertaken by these two memn
world being what it is, and in spite of what C
might have done and the positions they might
gained through sheer native ability, it was
FreethoUght, their outspoken attack on the e~
lished superstition that gave them the comnuUG~H
public attention they usually received. Bv dl
ability Bradlaugh and Ingersoll would have act'¥™,,
positions of distinction, but they would have di
units among many other distinguished men. 2c. j
of men have entered politics or the law and r' je
themselves from obscurity to fame. Something a _J
out of the ordinary—counting even the possessi®
great capacity as ordinary on certain levels-" e
needed to lift these men above even the class in + In0

their qualities justified inclusion, and this sonlct(li'éss

extra was found in their Freethought. The g<*
ness of “ Godless Bob,” and the Atheism Of
Atheistic “ Iconoclast 7 were the features

centred the attention of two countries upon the
and their work. The bitter enmity that orthoEQ



exhibited would have crushed ordinary ‘ue" « it réd
quired little short of genius to take tha c¢ T
cﬁ it to its own undoing and to nia e 1 a

@. which 0 ommand the attention of the

«erectT '1S ~rSt Nrecet’/K 't address—quite an un-
lie @& and an impromptu one—was delivered when
g°d]as i"'enty-three years of age. Judge W. G.

"lan 'lad placed at Ingersoll’'s service his library
liean Stacked WIith other than library books. There
"ark-' sy made his earliest acquaintance with the
Hp* °© ~Penccr, Huxley, Darwin and Paine. So

"used 'i'aS *e imPressed by the latter that he had pro-
tionir r'!'mself never to speak in public without men-
tion ¥ "Snanie- On the day following this resolu-
dre g attended a picnic meeting which was ad-
finsiC » a parson of some note. The parson
hs W ~meone suggested that Ingersoll, known for
AOJY ractiVc speeches, should say something.
Jc  er'nkR about for an opening he remembered his
'*7 ° himself about Paine. What he said is not
A <’ it-was enough to place Paine irremov-
J% Inp'e“ inds  tlic majority of all who listened.
£ ho\vman shook him by the hand and said,
T/”ic at three-and-twenty. Oh my, oh my!”

"as'Ll'ate °i I™"K~rsoll's first lecture on Freethought

llljn .1™°> when he delivered an address at Pekin,

of t}"S 1,is subject being “ Progress.” The editors

bifiij resden edition have unfortunately omitted a

f1, “bwiphy, but | should place his lecture “ About

ances - hible ” as one of his fundamental deliver-
‘>drd it opens in characteristic tone: —

T*»«Ebmiy ought to tell the truth about the Bible.
li p achers dare not, because they would be driven
ir pulpits. Professors in colleges dare not,
’\ause they would lose their salaries. Politicians
‘are not. They would be defeated. Editors dare
"ot- They would lose subscribers. Merchants dare
Joh because they might lose customers. Men of
"»wshion dare not, fearing that they would lose caste.
1N clerks dare not, because they might be dis-
larged. And so, | thought I would do it myself.

dir”''IC "*>put 1M a way for which the Christian
"I un.Uever forgave him. Here, for example, is the
CIlrIStIEm which lie suihmarises the policy of the

W o H ChUrCh aSa whole, its compromising, and
sibly riSIn"Y' its clinging to falsity so long as it pos-
IiX) < profitably can, and the coining a new false-
is f(  t'lc act of admitting as much of the truth as it
arg jGe™ 1° concede. It is an essay in a paragraph,
Clink will be new to most British readers :—
' rthodox religion is a kind of boa constrictor;
‘"'thing it cannot dodge it will swallow. The
tireh is bound to have something for sale that
' "cone wants to buy. According to the pew
""and will be the pulpit supply. In old times the
Pulpit dictated to the pews. Things have changed.
™ology is now run on business principles. The
I""tlenian who pays for the theories insists on
"Uing them suit him. Ministers are intellectual
hardeners, and they must supply the market with
;"eh religious vegetables as the congregations desire,
""sands have given up belief in the inspiration
Ike Bible, the divinity of Christ, the atonement
j, & and original sin. Millions believe now that this
‘ot a state of probation that a man, provided he
s "ell off, afid has given liberal™ to the Church,
A whose wife has been a regular attendant, will, in
"e next world, have another chance; that he will be
Permitted to file a motion for a new trial. Others
""k that Hell is not so warm as it used to be sup-
posed ; that while it is very hot in the middle of the
lay, the nights are cool ; and, that, after all, there
Is "ot so much to fear from the future. They re-
&ard the old religion as very good for the poor, and
Bley gjve them the old ideas on the same principle
foat they give them their old clothes. These ideas,

out at the elbows, out at the knees, buttons off, some-
what ravelled, will, after all, do very well for

paupers. There is a great trade of this kind going
on now—selling old theological clothes to the
coloured people in the South. AIll | have said ap-

plies to all Churches. The Catholic Church changes
every day. It does not change its ceremonies, but
the spirit that begot the ceremonies, the spirit that
clothed the skeleton of ceremony with the flesh and
blood and throb of life and love, is gone. The
spirit that built the cathedrals, the spirit that
emptied the wealth of the world into the lap of
Rome, lias turned in another direction. Of course,
the Churches are all going to endeavour to meet the
demands of the hour. They will find new readings
for old texts. They will re-punetuate and re-parse
the OId Testament. They will find that “ flat”

means “ a little rounding ” ; that “ six days ” meant
‘“six long times” ; that the word “ flood” should
have been translated *“ dampness,” *“ dew,” or

“ threatened rain ” ; that Daniel in the lion’s den
was an historical myth; that Samson and his foxes
had nothing to do with this world. All these things
will be gradually explained and made to harmonise
with the facts of modern science. They will not
change the words of the creed; they will simply
give “ new meanings ” ; and the highest criticism
to-day is that which confesses and avoids. In other
words the churches will change as the people change.
They will keep for sale that which can be sold.
Already the old goods are being “ marked down.” If,
however, the Church should fail, why then it must
go. | see no reason, myself, for its existence. It
apparently does no good; it devours without pro-

ducing ; it eats without planting, and is a perpetual
burden. It teaches nothing of value. It misleads,
mystifies and misrepresents. It threatens without

knowledge and promises without power. But if it
does not go in name, it must go in fact, because it
must change; and therefore it is only a question of
time when it ceases to divert from useful channels
the blood and muscle of the world.

Probably the most widely circulated and the most
famous of his works was The Mistakes of Moses.
This was not actually a lecture, that is, it was not in
its entirety a lecture. Neither was it a pamphlet.
In the full text as published in the Dresden edition it
covers 270 pages. It was a gathering together of
what he had said at various times and in various lec-
tures on that subject. Aud it is all there—that is,
nothing that is germane to an understanding of the
orthodox claims for the Bible is omitted, the whole
ground of modern research and knowledge is ran-
sacked in order to establish the truth about the Bible.
There is no parade of scholarship, no asking an open-
mouthed reader to admire the number of books he had
read—those who knew the literature knew also how
much he had read— there was no calling a galaxy of
professors as evidence to overwhelm those who had
as Christians already committed the sin of relying
too much upon authority; what was set forth was thw
truth about the Bible, and about other things, and in
such plain terms that the understanding followed
easily, and the wit with which the exposition was en-
livened made it as engaging as a first class vaude-
ville.

How often the book was reprinted I do not know.
It was reprinted in parts and as a whole. What
guantity was sold | do not know, save that the num-
ber must have been enormous. It appeared in all
kinds of forms in England and America, and it sold
by the hundreds of thousands. This was, of course,
not the only one of Ingersoll’'s works that enjoyed a
large circulation. It is true of them all. In this
country every one who set tip as a publisher of Free-
thought literature issued Ingersoll. The late Robert
Border once told me that lie had nothing in his shop
that sold so regularly and so largely. And not a
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single penny in the sliape of royalties went to the
author, nor did he ask for payment. 1 am certain
that no writings since Paine’s had anything like so
large a circulation, and no man of his time in this
country or in America did so much to make Free-
thinkers as did “ Godless Bob.”

As a controversialist he was deadly. In the
famous discussion with Gladstone one ceased to ad-
mire Ingersoll in order to pity his opponent. Never
did a man come so shattered out of a contest. Huxley
wrote Ingersoll complimenting him on his victory, and
one retort made by Ingersoll is well worth recording.
Gladstone had complained that Ingersoll failed to
treat the Bible with the “ deep reverential calm ” it
deserved, and said that he was apt to “ ride an un-
broken horse with the reins thrown upon his neck.”
Ingersoll reserved his comment until the very end of
his reply when his retort received added point from
what had gone before. “ It may be,” he said, “that to
ride an unbroken horse with the reins thrown upon
his neck gives a greater variety of sensations, a
keener delight, and a better prospect of winning the
race, than to sit solemnly astride of a dead one, in
a ‘ deep reverential calm,” with the bridle firmly in

your hand.” Someone ought to have advised Glad-
stone that suicide was criminal under the British
law.

“ Rome and Reason,” another characteristic Inger-
sollian reply in a discussion with Cardinal Manning,
is a remarkable piece of propaganda. Full of confi-
dence, the Cardinal was foolish enough to repeat the
arguments that have done duty with Catholics times
out of number, and of which a few have an influence
with Protestants when it happens that some of their
claims are substantially identical with those of Roman
Catholics.

But not even Gladstone could have accused Inger-
soll in this discussion of riding an unbroken horse
with a loose rein. Step by step the Cardinal is
followed, his fallacies exposed, his claims shattered,
history, science and experience are marshalled
against the poor Cardinal, the whole fundamental case

against the Roman Church is set forth, and the
“ testimony of the fathers ” is dismissed with the
contemptuous, but irrefragible truth. “ The testi-

mony of the Fathers is without the slightest value.
They believed everything, they examined nothing.
They received as a waste-basket receives. Whoever
accepts their testimony will exclaim with the Car-
dinal : ‘ Happily men are not saved by logic.” ”

The Cardinal—representative of a divinely estab-
lished and divinely protected Church, had enough.
He did not venture on a second encounter. He had
no wish to return to what | say without any hesita-
tion, is one of the finest exposures of the claims of the
Roman Church that has yet been made.

I must pass over his other Freethought addresses,
pausing only at a striking work running to over 400
pages dealing with one of the most famous of ortho-
dox Christian preachers of the day—Talmage. That
Presbyterian minister had delivered a number of ser-
mons attacking Ingersoll. The latter, after some
delay, met the criticism in an imaginary interview in
which a series of questions are put by Ingersoll to
himself, on the questions raised by the preacher.
The whole ends with “ A Talmagian Catechism,” in
which the sermons are reduced to the form of a
catechism for the young. The catechism must be
read to he enjoyed. It weakens the wit and dulls
the wisdom it contains to give excerpts. | venture
of these only, the first question :—

Question.
Answer.

Who made you ?
Jehovah, the original Presbyterian God.
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And the last:—

Question. What do you consider is the
argument in favour of the inspiration of the Serif
tures ?

Answer. The dying words of Christians.

Question. What do you consider the strongl
argument against the truth of infidelity ?

Answer. The dying words of Infidels. You kn™
how terrible were the death-bed scenes of Hure
\ oltaire, Paine, and llobbes, as described by b»l
dreds of persons who were not present; while n
Christians have died with the utmost serenity. ‘Il
with their last words have testified to the sustain»?
power of faith in the goodness of God.

strongest

Question. What were the last words of JEIS
Christ?

Answer. My God, My God, why hast thou for-
saken me?
Ingersoll’'s last lecture, on any subject, )&

delivered before the American Religious Associate"
on June 2, 1899. He died on July 21, »ealy
en weeks later and there are circiunsta»\®
which make an examination of this lectlire
advisable, even necessary. For some t.img I
gersoll had been aware that he was suffering
an affection of the heart, and that his death Ji
come at any moment. For the sake of his farnlfy
kept this knowledge to himself, and also botlb od
doctors to secrecy. At all times he remained ]IS
cheery', human, lovable self. 6]

But no one was more alive to the malignancy
Christian opposition, or of the lies that were”c
lated, as a religious duty, about famous Freetlnn'
and the lecture leaves no doubt as to his P°sl jt
About this lecture he seemed unusually anxious- "
was evidently prepared very carefully; its title "
“ What is Religion,” and it was clearly intended
final testament of his faith. There were many cder
men present at its delivery.

Very early in the lecture, after describing the <
culties in the way of belief in God he asks the Il
tion, what is Religion? The reply' is: —

It is fear. Fear builds altar and offers the
fiee. Fear erects the cathedral and bows the
of men in worship. Fear bends the knees
utters the prayer. Fear pretends to love. ,
Religion teaches the slave virtues—obediG”™
humility, self-denial, forgiveness, non-resist® ~
Lips religious and fearful tremblingly repeat ~
passage : “ Though he slay me, yet will -
him.” This is the abyss of degradation.
does not teach self-reliance independence,
ness, courage, self-defence, Religion makes
a master and man his serf. The master can"Ot”
great enough to make slavery sweet.

Then an attack on the praise of God :—

Why, then, should we say that God is good ? .e

The dungeons against whose dripping walk
brave and generous have sighed their souls a' ‘,
the scaffolds stained and glorified with noble b It
the hopeless slaves with Scarred-and-bleedingadksS
the writhing martyrs clothed in flame, the virtn
stretched on racks, their joints and muscles
apart, the flayed and bleeding bodies of the just,
extinguished eyes of those who sought for truth,
countless patriots who fought and died in "‘jdl
the burdened, beaten, weeping wives, the shrive ~
faces of neglected babes, the murdered rhilliollS j
the vanished vyears, the victims of the winds e
waves, of flood and flame, of imprisoned f°ro08,fn
the earth, of lightning’s stroke, of lava's _i» .e
stream, of famine, plague and lingering pain,
mouths that drip with blood, the fangs that p°
the beaks that wound and tear, the triumphs of
base, the rule and sway of wrong, the crowns
cruelty has worn and the robed h'ypoc
clasped and bloody hands, who thanked thgif G*
a phantom fiend—that liberty had been bariisI™

witl’
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from the world, these souvenirs ol the dreadful past,
these horrors that still exist, these lug r
deny that any God exists who has the willa P
to guard and bless the human race.
Then a criticism of Christianity. ,
What has been the effect of » « r ty in Italy,

Spain, in Portugal, in Ireland? VT'at has »
done for Hungary or Austria? What was tie effect

of Christianity in Switzerland, in Ho am,

hud, in England, in America? Ret us be h &
Would Torquemada have been worse had rg

folloner of Zoroaster? Would Calvin have beer

bloodthirsty it he had believed in the rehgwec

South Sea Islanders? Would the Dutch have been

nmore idiotic if they had denied the Father, S

Holy Ghost, and worshipped the b le sse d ©

sausage, beer and cheese? Would Join ga
opR,any worse had he deserted Christ and b

Kier of Confucius ?

The Eh . .
tre 1.r Part of the lecture consists of that mix-

0 pr SOcial teaching and religious criticism which is
hres°n°UucYf a feature of many of Ingersoll’s lec-
ssion f It concludes with this final eon-

licligi°n can nevel- reform mankind because re-
T°n » slavery.
harri«S ke” er to be free, to leave the forts and

‘cades of fear, to stand erect and face the future

V\‘It,iq a smile.
Is 'ar better to give yourself sometimes to oegli-

or S e drift with wave and tide, with the blind
¢j G 9f the world, to think and dream, to forget the

na'lSanc limitations of the breathing life, to forget
"Whose anti object, to lounge in the picture gallery
Of the am, to feel once more the clasps and Kkisses
afle:d}e e o bring life’s morning back, to see again
for hriUS and faces of the dead, to paint fair pictures
mis Q0In'ng years, to forget all Gods, their pro-
to s and threats, to feel within your veins life’s
r]j Js stream and hear the martial music, the
1 "me beating of your fearless heart,
to U "len t° rouse yourself to do all useful things,
r with thought and deed the ideal in your
al fe give your fancies wing, that they, like
) bees, may find art’s nectar in the weeds of
mn things, to look with trained and steady eyes
ior facts1 to find the subtle threads that join the dis-
ar] "' ”’c now, to increase knowledge, to take
def €'S b0l the weak, to develop the brain, to
~ did the right, to make a palace for the soul.

Thi“aS W rsoll’s last message to the world.

titc ' am conscious, is but a very poor sketch of
«k.'S » u sht writings of Tngersoll, it is almost
the ni '‘Jbftihg a bottle of sea water in order to show
b NOfes of the ocean. But when we add to the
tios the language, the felicity of the illustra-
d*oh' ail<™ "be flashes of wit that played over the
idp Words like lightning over a landscape, and
iic®s *'bese the voice of the speaker, and the forceful-
HHhjin bis presence, we begin to understand why
W0 u‘Cs of men and women flocked to hear one
Om~Tent liis marvellous gifts Ol none but worthy
' am sure that no greater force for the

attce of Freethought was seen during his time.

THE LAST ACT.

E.m’ - - -
8 % Sl died at the comparatively early age of
'l The fact may be chronicled without
ent; I do not say this because I consider In-
Id *work was, to use a common phrase, done. So
mental powers remained unimpaired his
ivo* “ould never have been finished. While there
ke (j r°"g to be righted, while ignorance remained to
to t],He'led, and the possibility of bis contributing
b'oit. en<'s came within the ambit of his oppor-
dbg ’ °,le cannot conceive Ingersoll inactive. But
comes to all; and when it came to Ingersoll it
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was without pain, with his family around, with his
last conscious gaze upon tbe faces of those he loved.
Could he have had the power of selection it is the
death he would have chosen. He was spared the
possibility of physical decrepitude that might have
made him an object of pitying sympathy; there was
no impairment of his splendid powers; there was no
weakening of liis strength or of his influence. Life
had not been unkind to him, and death came with the
gentle touch of a sympathetic friend.

The account of his death is best taken from a signed
affidavit by his wife and daughter: —

On November 16, 1896, while on a lecture trip, at
Janesville, Wisconsin, Colonel Ingersoll had a cere-
bral hemorrage. He continued to lecture for a few
days, but at the solicitation of his family went to
Chicago and consulted Dr. Frank Billings, who ad-
vised him to return home and rest for two months,
which he did. He then, January 24, 1897, resumed
lecturing, which he continued up to the time of his
death. It was at this time, early in 1897, that he
developed angina pectoris, from which he suffered
greatly and which was the cause of his death. Since
his death we have learned that he knew exactly his
condition. In other words, his physicians had told
him that he was likely to die at any moment, but
acceding to earnest entreaties they did not tell his
family. In spite of the fact that death was ever
beside him, he was always very cheerful, and when
asked as to his health invariably replied “ all right.”
During the night of July 20, 1899, he had an acute
attack of indigestion and slept very little, but he
came to breakfast the next morning and after-
wards sat in the piazza, as he was wont to do, read-,
ing and talking with the family. At about ten-
thirty he would lie down and rest a little and then
would come down and play pool with his son-in-law.
Mrs. Ingersoll accompanied him to their bedroom
and remained with him while he slept. At about
11.45 he arose and sat in his chair to put on his
shoes. Miss Sue Sharkey came into the room
followed by Mrs. Sue and Mrs. Farrell. Mrs. Inger-
soll said, " Do not dress, papa, until after luncheon.
I will eat upstairs with you.” He replied, “ Oh, no,
I do not want to trouble you.” Mrs. Farrell then
said, ‘‘ How absurd after we have eaten hundreds of
times upstairs with her.” He looked up laughingly
at Mrs. Farrell as she turned to leave the room, and
then Mrs. Ingersoll said, " Why, papa, your tongue
is coated; | must give you some medicine.” He
looked up at her with a smile, and as he did so,
closed his eyes and he passed away without a
struggle, a pang, or even a sigh. No one else was
present. It is said that he recanted. This is a
cruel and malicious falsehood, without the slightest
foundation in fact. His conviction on the subject of
religion remained absolutely unchanged.

Of course, no statement could stop the religious liar
getting to work and dragging out the ancient false-
hood about infidel death-beds, and which have
done duty ever since “ Christian truth ” was estab-
lished. The truth is that the average Christian is so
great a coward in the face of deatli that he is loth to
believe that anyone can meet it without some arti-
ficial stimulant that will screw his courage to the
sticking point. He uses his religion as the “ rum
ration ” was used during the war to nerve men to the
task of “ going over’'the top.” To the fervent re-
ligionist death is a real “ King of Terrors ” ; he never
realizes that the terror he feels is the product of the
religion he has accepted. The majority of Christians
simply cannot conceive a Freethinker facing with
serenity what they themselves think of with fear.

Ingersoll did not receive a national funeral—in
form. But if by national grief is meant genuine
sorrow felt by large numbers of one’s fellow-country-
men, numerous appreciative notices in tlie American
press, and unsought letters of sympathy from
very many distinguished men and women, then the
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feeling exhibited at his death was far more
“ national ” than any organized official mourning

could possibly be. The coloured population of
America, equally with the whites, recognized the
passing of a great figure. Edgar Fawcett expressed
a common feeling with those who enjoyed Ingersoll’s
company :—

Vo large is his charity, so rich his tenderness, that
intimately to know him means an incessant stim-
ulus. One can almost warm one’s hands at him as
at a great fireplace full of burly and glowing logs.

For more than a generation no worthy cause had
ever appealed to Ingersoll in vain. He had helped
them with tongue, with pen, with lavish gifts of
money and service. Wherever the rights of men
were threatened, whether the persons threatened were
black or white or yellow, whether the infringement of
right occurred in the case of a criminal, a working
man, or of one highly placed, the brain and match-
less eloquence of Ingersoll were ready in defence of
justice and common sense.

I wish to emphasize that expression, “ justice and
common sense,” because | feel it is as expressive of
Ingersoll’s character as anything of which | can
think. He viewed justice not as composed of a num-
ber of fearsome abstract symbols with which ordinary
folk need not bother, but as something so concrete,
something so indispensable to human welfare, that it
concerned all alike. Justice and injustice were
always visualized by him in terms of happiness and
misery, in terms of human welfare or misfortune.
This comes out strongly in his defence of the Chinese,
not a popular line in America, and in his defence of
the Jews, again not a popular occupation; and still
more in his defence of the coloured people of the
United States. How many besides Ingersoll, in that
America in which Christians, and Christians alone,
had planted the curse of the black slave traffic, where
it had been carried to a degree of degradation un-
known to the ancient world, and where the coloured
people were treated and are still treated as a class
apart, how many prominent white men would have
addressed an audience of coloured men in this way 7—

I wonder that you ask a white man to address you
on this occasion, when the history of your connexion
with the white race is written in blood and tears, is
still upon flesh, put there by the branding-iron and
the lash. | feel like asking for your forgiveness for
the wrongs that my race lias inflicted upon yours.
If in the future the wheel of fortune should take a
turn, and you should in any country have white
men within your power, | pray you not to execute
the villainy we have taught you.

There was no question here of masking generations
of villainy under the cloak of a late compassion; no at-
tempt to pretend that the forcible deprivation of a
people of their liberty was wiped out by giving them
back with niggardly hand some part of that of which
they had been robbed; no demand for the admiration
of one’s villainy because it was not then so truculent
as it had been. It was a frank, manly wearing of
the white sheet of repentance for a great wrong done.

To a large gathering of judges and lawyers, whom
he had been asked to address, where other men would
have dwelt ig>on the majesty of the law, upon the
august character of justice, and upon the dignity of
the legal profession, Ingersoll brought them all to the
bar of humanity for judgment, and bade them think
of the human consequences of the power they
wielded :—

There is no reformation in degradation. To
mutilate a criminal is to inform all the world that he
is a criminal, and to render his reformation sub-

stantially impossible.  Whoever is degraded by
society becomes its enemy. The seeds of malice are
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sown in his heart, and to the day of his ea
will hate the hands that have sown the, see ™
A punishment that degrades the puuis n
degrade the man who inflicts the punishmen
will degrade the government that procures ’'e
tion. The wliipping-post pollutes, not Q¥ r,
whipped, but the whipper, and not only the w
but the community at large. Wherever 1s h
falls it degrades. te
. . . whom
In defence of the Chinese in America, not ke
said were hated on account of their virtues, ity
cause of their vices, and who were treated unj ~
because “ they are of no use to politicidA8 g)ﬁ(jaroe>
they become fuel to supply the flame of Pri1
lie spoke as warmly as when defending the "
In saying that “ Where the rights of even one
being are held in contempt the rights of al n
O mere piece of rhetoric
be forgotten as soon as it had served its Purl '
was an expression of his deepest conviction I~
vision of President Blaine as a plumed knight
into the arena in defence of right and justice ~
well have been applied to himself. Perhaps
Blaine in the light of his own idealism. j ge
I must draw this very inadequate sketch i
great Freethinker to a close. If what | have
enough to send the younger generation O L
thinkers to a study of Ingersoll 1 shall have done
If this outline is all too slender | must blame * ~
soli himself. Rooking over the twelve VOINMES
his works—speeches, lectures, interviews,j,a
in the courts, interviews etc.- my great diffimii™ .~
been one of selection. | know of no other mi"11 ue

work represents such a compact mass of Ani
matter as does Ingersoll’'s. The only way to 1 ~
full justice would be to quote the lot. Nearly ™

page is alive. He scatters gems of eloquence, _fe
and wisdom with the prodigality of a nnlli
scattering pence—and without any apparent deCfy, 4
in his available capital. There is hardly a Pilte ™
an intelligent boy or girl may not master, 31 tdi
many in which the mature mind may not find 1~
toi carry away for further and elaborated use' jp,
plays with words as a juggler does with flying
ind one stands amazed at the easy dexterity
which he gives old truths a new settlng all(
which new ones are expressed in an Y Orgettable
manner. No matter the subject with WhICF‘I he X
dealing— politics, sociology, religion, music, PalJlJ](I
literature, riches, poverty, crime at its lowest
virtue at its highest, the love of home, of c”ul. jt
of humanity—the touch of the master of words Is
once noticeable. It is not the touch of the 1 g
t of the thinker who has 3
language the servant of his thought and has 1 [p
out how to clothe the profoundest of thoughts il
simplest and the most beautiful of verbal i° jj
America should be pround of Ingersoll; the " j_
should be prouder still—Freethinkers proudest O
Chapman CoiikV
w4
* J
J A list of Ingersoll’s Pamphlets published .

| The Pioneer Press. j
: ROME OR REASON P - - 3d.

( WHAT IS RELIGION P - - Id- j
) WHAT IS IT WORTH P - -

i HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH
MISTAKES OF MOSES
( —

| The above will be lent post free for
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Oxford Movement Centenary.

T'\ Centenary of the c)“Vord;
continues to occupy much attention

N “us/'and, in so
\ rn~Ustic circles.

[ar itis the subject of controversy, .1° solemn
3'e Piece de resistance of the show w - werc
"I'ifh  Mass,” at which important ¢eaching

present, notwithstanding that it m tie °fe blasphemous
the Church of England that mass >* and
'dVvks and dangerous deceits.” In nil tbe leading

Misleading articles about these pious . ovetnent of
fundarmental fact about the Anglo-Catholic -
day is ggnored. It is that it is not at all the same

Reg T'le Oxford Movement which for its own pur-

.. exploiting. One hundred years ago, in July
”f*'otyearl John Keble preached a sermon before the
0" &Y of Oxford on “ National Apostacy.” This
ti IM'n has been commonly regarded as the birthday of
life Movement. Its bearing and influence on the

of the nation have been and are grotesquely exag-
gerated.

Ktble, Pusey and Newman were concerned with the
jntenance and defence of Authority, bothm Church
1 * Rate. The divine authority of the Church, anc,
, Ny less, the divine right of constituted authority in
* State, were their chief doctrines. Keble’'s sermon
tj' leached the vear after the passing of the great Re-
> Act of 1832, and just after the Test and Corpora-
uj! Acts had been repealed. The rising spirit of revolt,
oi 1 reN'ion and politics, was the enemy whu 1 ie
rkUial Oxford Movement set out to fight. Newman saw
1nplications of what was common to him and the
mﬁ;}d took the logical step of 'verting to Rome,
fwards developed under the various names
'f-itientioned became more and more a movement con-
aiil'\? " Ah sacramentalism and ceremonial; the doctrine
t  me rites of historic Christianity. .Side by side with
@ & 'lwelopments there was a wide departure from the
. servatism of the founders. It is the mutual boast of
t] ”s " Socialists,” and ” Socialist ” Anglo-Catholics,
ota!,tehey have broken down the “ superior ” social class
Misss Parson, and made larje numbers of the working
susceptible to their influence by their devotion to
keh,,”"Iterial interests. Such a course might well make
Kdx7 Urm in his Srave- .
Poit 1 * We may suppose, had less sympathy with the
then (q °Utlook °f Hie founders of the Oxford Movement
Tory ' aARone. Yet when he had long ceased to be a
" the Ud was a devout High Churchman, he described
GtabrT0ateSt °hjcpt of all ” of the lagter to be ” the re-
firal !, n'ent of the Eucharist in its proper and scrip-
dip> ace as the central act of at least our weekly wor-
"it « Ons is to say, as Mr. liirrell has pointedly said,
te ,S ~c Mass that matters.” Father Dolling, one of
. 1984 popular and respected Anglo-Catholic priests
"adb” Ualist ”—is described by his biographer as having
i«gd the main object of his life and work” the “bring-
1), leservice which the First Prayer llook (of Edward
the jg”*ni«M as the Holy Communion, commonly called
into ,li s’ °”t °f the secondary and occasional position
M V'ck it has fallen in England.’
W  SprUion preached on the forty-first anniversary of
"All) i? S death (already quoted here, September 20,
claj,, fev. A. E. Raker, a well known Anglo-Catholic,
"ht it it was the supreme triumph of that move-
*at “ the rulers of the Church of England to-day,
their predecessors in Newman’s time, suffer men
jMuctise the Catholic religion.”
origi/tw words, while the Oxford Movement had its
,n an English conservative tendency and aim, the
A'g],’ Catholic Movement of to-day—mis-natned, since
An~atholie is as much a contradiction in terms as
h,,~ucialist, and Christianity, Socialism and Catlio-
haj,§ .are all international—is a movement on the one
m +.f° Romanize the Establishment from within, and,
Slidtqf "fher, to free it from the compulsion of the law
le Courts, and to make a religion whose raison
7R 'Vas Protestantism, a yet more glaring and in-
Table anomaly than it would be at this time of day
¥ still in fact what it is in law.

(The late) Aran Handsacrk.

THE FREETHINKER

57

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

LONDON«
OUTDOOR. r

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : 3.15, Sunday, August 13, Mr. A. D. McLaren—
“ Do We Need Religion?” *“ Salmon and Ball,” Cambridge
Road, K.2, 80, Thursday, August 17, Mr. Paul Goldman.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, Hamp-
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, August 13, Mr. F. P. Corrigan.
Highbury Corner, 80, Sunday, August 13, Mr. C. Tuson.
South Hill Park, Hampstead, 8.0, Monday, August 14, Mr.
F. P- Corrigan. Highbury Corner, 80, Thursday, August
17, Mr. C. Tuson.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 7.0, Sun-
day, August 13, Mr. C. Tuson. Cock Pond, Clapham Old
Town, 80, Wednesday, August 16, Mr. H. C. Smith. Ali-
well Road, Clapham Junction, 80, Friday, August 18, Mr.
C. Tuson.

The Metropolitan Secular Society (Regents Park) : 3.0
and 6.30.

WEST Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside Technical
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. L. Ebury.

WEST London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12.0, B. A. Le
Maine. 3.30, Platform 1, Messrs. C. Tuson and E. C. Wood.
Platform 2, B. A. Le Maine. 6.30, Platform 1, Messrs. E. C.
Wood and B. A. Le Maine. Platform 2, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt
and E. C. Saphin. Wednesday, 7.30, Messrs. C. Tuson and

College,

W. P. Campbell-Everden. Thursday, E- C. Saphin. Friday,
7.30, Messrs. C. Tuson and B. A. Le Maine.
COUNTRY«
INDOOR.
North East Federation of N.S.S. Branches. A Confer-

ence will be held in the Dolphin Hotel, Newbiggin-by-the-
Sea, on Sunday, August 13, at 230. Demonstration at 6.30

p.m.
aw < J ,?2riL; V. in t,jnxn".A
OUTDOOR.
Burnley Market : 7.30, Tuesday, August 15, Mr. J. Clay-
ton.
Derby Branch N.S.S. (Nottingham, Council House

Square) : 7.30, Thursday, August 10, Mr. H. V. Blackman,
B.Sc. Derby (Market Square) : 80, Sunday, August 13 and
Tuesday, August 15, Mr. H. V. Blackman, B.Sc.

Glasgow Secular Society (West Regent Street) : August
13 to August 20, Mr. G. Whitehead will address each meet-
head.

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive opposite Walton
Baths) : 80, Sunday, August 13, C. McKelvie and J. V.
Shortt. Grierson Street, Monday, August 14, Il. Little and
D. Robinson, Corner of flight Park Street and Park Road,
S.0, Thursday, August 17, A. Jackson and E. S. Wollen.

Manchester .(Platt Fields): 7.0, Sunday, August 13, Mr.
J. Clayton.

Napton : 7.30, Wednesday, August 16, Mr. J. Clayton.
Newbiggin : 6.30, Sunday, August 13, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

North Shields (Harbour View) : 7.0, Tuesday, August 15,
Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Sraham Harbour (Church Street) : 7.30, Saturday, August
12, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Siiildon : 7.0, Friday, August 11, Sir. J. T. Brighton.

South Shields (Pier Head) : 7.0, Wednesday, August >,
Mr. Flanders.

T rawden :

745, Friday, August tt, Mr. J. Clayton.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth
Control Requisites and Books, send a i}id. stamp to :

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.

established nearly hale a century«



528 THE FREETHINKER August i3>

A Book Given Away ()

The Ingersoll Centenary
R. G. Ingersoll’s “LECTURES AND ESSAYS”

First Series.—The Truth — The Second Series Third Series. —Which Way~”
Gods—About the Holy Bible—What . Some Reasons Why— Progress—"
Some Mistakes of Moses— Shakespeare

Must We Do to be Saved?—The > IS Religion —=Myth and Miracle™
Liberty of Man, Woman, and Child— —Why Am | an Agnostic?—Ortho- |75y Segrmon — The Foundati

P doxy— Superstition— Advice to Parents of
A Thanksgiving Sermon—The Ghosts Faith—The Christian RellgloH ,
—How togRefogrm Mankind—Art and — George Jacob Holyoake. taire — Vindication of Thomas Pare
Morality. —Life—If Death Ends AH.

Each Series 160 pp.; paper cover, Is. net. The Three Series, bound in one volume, paper cover, 2s. 6d. net;
elegantly bound in imitation half calf, with gilt top, 4-S. 6d. net.

Two Pamphlets by R. G. INGERSOLL 5
LIBERTY OF MAN,WOMAN, AND CHILD. :
48 pp.; 2d.  Remarkable New Remainder ¥
WHY AM | AN AGNOSTIC? 24PP.;ld. 5
THE LIFE-STORY OF R. G. INGERSOLL. | The Fallacies of Fat_alism Or, The R®1

World and the Rational Will. By CHARLES L-

By C. T. GORHAM. 128 pp., illustrated ; cloth, Is. net; I HOOPER. 223 pp. cloth, (Original

aper cover, 6d. net.
pap price 10s. 6d.)
The Po pes an d their Church. By JOSEPH A systematic discussion of the physical world, the mind, experience
McCABE. New and expanded edition. Cloth, 2S. 6d. net. B and personality.

A History of Sacerdotal Celibacy in the I Jesus and Judas. A Textual and Historical
Christian Church. By henry c. lea. 624pp.; Investigation. By Rt. Hon.J. M. ROBERTSON-

cloth, 5s. net. 250 pp. ; cloth, Is. 6d. (Original price 6s.)

Trl\lﬂe M_yStiC F\éo i\e : EACRSAt\b\JIdL)E/Y OfF Pl’rill’]m :jttlve An impressive presentation of the Myth Theory.
arriage. y A. E. . Fou edition,

revised by Theodore Besterman. 505pp.; cloth, 2s. 6d.net. A Critical Analysis of the Four Chief
A Short Hlstory of the Inquisition. By Sira.g. Pauline Epistles. (Romans, First and

CARDEW, K.C.S:1., M.A. Cloth, 3s. net. Second Corinthians, and Galatians.) Ry

. GORDON RYLANDS, B.A., B.Sc. 424 pp-i

The Age of Reason. By THOMAS PAINE. Paris Py ! '

I, 11, and IlIl. With a Biographical Introduction by the cloth, 1s. _(O”gmf_ll prlce 125 6d.) ) i

Rt. Hon. J. M. Robertson. 144 pp.; paper cover, Is. net. Shows these _Eﬁ)lstles gumlshh |Cr|1forlmat|0n offgéerz]a_t |_ntergst N
The Rights of Man. By THOMAS PAINE.  Edited importance with regard to the development o ristian dogma’

by H. Bradlaugh Bonner. 160 pp.; paper cover, is. net. Three Things that Matter: Religion,
Humanity’s Gain from Unbelief, and Other Philosophy, Science. By W. G. BONO-

Selections from the Works of CHARLES BRADLAUGH. 320 pp.; cloth, IS. (Original price 5s.)

CIOthette Is. net. Science has in a hundred years transformed the face of thing8

left Religion in ruin, knocked Philosophy off its pedestal, an»
Re “g ion as a Bar to P rogress. By CHARLES converted the world we live in into a seething cauldron.

T. GORHAM. Clothette, I1S. net; paper cover, 7d. net.

God and Mammon: The Relations of Religion A History of Freethought in the
and Economics. RyJ. AL HOBSON. Clothette, Is. Nineteenth Century. By Rt. Hon.J M
net ; paper cover, 7d. net. ROBERTSON- Recently published in 13 Parts

Why | Left the Church. By JOSEPH McCABE. at Is. 6d. per Part. 150 sets of Parts are OV
48 pp.; 3d. gfferedII atb 4»((1j er Zar§ (46R ﬁ*d [():er seft)

foti pecially bound (to order) in Rinding Case for

WhL}/SSIIELﬁmS(Ij\Iot a Christian. By BERTRAND 8s. 6d., payable in advance.

The Clergy Under Fire, By MARSHALL J
GAUVIN.

I#

Special FREE Offer  GIFT VOUCHER  S&SsaS*

(To be filled in by your Bookseller, or, if order is sent

The first 500 readers of “The direct to the Publishers, by you)
Freethinker” who purchase 5s. (Please cross out lines not applicable) amif
worth of books listed in this | het\glenktgrdaoyf Zﬂ%ﬂlsetdnsslg‘%)r:g if books chosen from your advertlsement m )
advertisement and send the Gift R A Tt A M e o

Voucher on the right completed
by their Bookseller, or, if order-
ing direct, accompany it with

remittance, will receive a copy of of
Please send me (him) the Free copy of Coulanges “ The Evolution of the Mass” ns Pir

Coulange s THE EVOLUTION

OF THE MASS, originally NAME

published at 4s. 6d. net. ADDRESS.

Any of the above books may be obtained from your Bookseller, or by order (adding 3d. in the shilling postage) n

C.A.WATTS & CO. LTD., 5& 6 JOHNSON’'S COURT, FLEET STREET,LONDON!*

Printed and Published by The Pioneer Press, (G. W. Foote and Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London



