IRCHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE,

m EDITED CHAPMAN COHEN =

— Founded1881 —

JfaE.1JI1.-_No.
- 25

PRINOrPAIj CONTENTS.

Page
1€ CMistian Consci The Edit
tlie gipy lan Conscience.— The Editor - 355
B D€ 5n the Down-Grade.— Mimnermus - . 387
n'iian .
' Magic—W. Mann
us Christ."—George
“S zz :c’'h"aTye,,s 389
Estent ., . . .
i hinking-—Tom Blake 390
“ailonal Secular Society.—Annual Conference 201
~e King Amuses Himself.—J-R- 297
Christian Murderer.—John Rowland 308

dcid Drops, To Correspondents, Sugar Plur
Letters to the Editor, etc.

Views and Opinions.

The
Wi: al<ristian Conscience.
ChristC acTuainted with the quality of the

Qiptivell C nsc’ence- It is so well known that a des-
tion js analysis °f it is quite unnecessary. If adapta-
chscieene  ~le lu’lne laws of life, then the Christian
fvollni( °e Is a standing- proof of the truth of this
AlaPtivc’ary precePt- For the Christian conscience is
'nirag,']0 to a degree that hardly falls short of being

a°rsei.,e °us. There is nothing to which the Christian
«1.9>iee'r,]ee cannot adapt itself, or conversely, as

"ot be f(W U™ say, there is nothing to which it may
\atioils °'md violent antagonism; and if these fluct-

a>e often seen to be in harmony with the
tijr* °f the person or persons whom we are study-
Wo is but a proof that the Lord rewards those
Qjristian° W his comiau<ls, ~ But at the side of the

' fi)U Cousc'ence a tribal conscience is as rigid as
% tO/ *u the latter case one has but to know the
1 "Vitlual dIC tr™M)e to i U(Iffe b°w the conscience of the
IS safej will function. Even a political conscience
N~ P ~ a b le incomparison, for one has only to
lieigjj r 11 which direction the self-interest of the poli-
IiLis ;\-,lllts to say in what way it is likely to operate.
GO i®nce it makesd fhe trueERfibtian
yS i®Aee that makesthe true ‘Christian in-
wrong. Labouchere said of W. E. Glad-
ItZ‘?; \Nhlle.z lie might be founder%)ﬂr;g cards with
~ . UP his sleeve, he would be dead certain that
cYtij fviniShty put it there— and the Lord of all the

At&ﬁl—%e TR v%'}?(qﬁés of the Christian conscience.

~atholicl0lnent e Christian conscience of the Roman
the ai'thorizes him to butcher Protestants, and
T'Ieg 1 sbrieks out against so unchristian a practice,
the fujjle Protestant butchers Roman Catholics with

approval of his Christian conscience. The
|§ﬁla€jm'stian for hundreds of years buys and sells
;M ~ brethren and his conscience finds its author-

uL FFR that Go& placed on %¥he CHitkren of

1 Ventually the slaves are liberated and the

S'e:
]
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Christian slave-owner, after receiving compensation
from the Government, finds his conscience declaring
that slave-owning is an unchristian practice. One
body of Christians in this country, acting up to their
conscience, taxes other Christians for the maintenance
of a Christianity they do not believe in, and the taxed
ones shriek their conscientous objections. But when
the Christians tax all non-Christians for the upkeep
of the Christian religion the Christian conscience
thoroughly approves. Before the “ Great War ” the
Christian conscience by appealing to God was able to
endorse war or peace as occasion demanded. When
war broke out, with few exceptions, the Christian con-
science preached that it was our duty to kill as many
Germans as possible, anticipated the crazy nationalism
of Hitler by joining in the ban on German music, and
applauded the King when he changed his good old
German family name in favour of that of Windsor.
There is no need to lengthen the list. One can never
tell which way the Christian conscience will jump. If
there is anything of which the Christian conscience
will not approve, perhaps some of our readers will be
good enough to place our feet on the path of en-
lightenment.

The Sanctity of Cash.

Where money is concerned the Christian conscience
is peculiarly sensitive. There is, for instance, the
slum question. There are to-day fewer slums, and
if the expression is permissible, better slums in this
country than there has been for a century. The
Christian tolerated the slums of a century ago with
perfect equanimity. But in the course of the
present-day agitation for the removal of slums atten-
tion has been called to the fact that a deal of the
revenues of the Church of England is derived from
slum areas of the most distressing kind. (Up to the
moment of writing no one has enquired how much
slum property is owned by Christians who are not
members of the Church of England). This income is
partly derived from house rents in slum areas, but
mainly from ground rents. When attention is called
to the fact, the Ecclesiastical Commissioners reply that
their function is that of trustees, and they have no
legal right to sacrifice the interests of those for whom
they so act, and have no power of compelling better
building. But we have not seen that representatives
of the Church are agitating for some reform of the law
which will permit pressure to be brought upon all—
ground landlords and others concerned— to compel re-
building, or to have full power of action in the
direction of demanding better buildings. The Church
is ready enough to ask for parliamentary action when
it thinks it will be to its profit, but not in this direc-
tion. And, at any rate, there is the plain fact that
part of the income of parsons is derived from areas
that are a disgrace to anything but the Christian
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Church, It is quite clear that the Christian conscience
cannot tolerate sweepstakes, but the toleration of slum
areas is quite another question.

Still, to be quite fair, it should be mentioned that
there are large numbers of Christian agents whose zeal
for saving the poor slum-dwellers from the evils of
drink and gambling is so great that they derive their
whole incomes from this godly work. In this matter
the Churches have never overlooked their duty to the
spiritual welfare of the people. When Christian
owners were buying batches of children and working
them in factories for twelve and fourteen hours a day,
the parsonry insisted that these children should be
taught the Bible. In the days of Anti-Combination
Laws parsons were insistent that the religious educa-
tion of the people should be looked after, and none
were more ardent in this work than the Methodists
who would not permit wicked men who were aiming
at Trades Unionism to belong to their connexion.
And in the worst days of slavery in America the
spiritual welfare of the slave always received atten-
tion. We ought to be fair, even to the Christian
Church.

* * *

Conscience in Operation.

I am indebted to the New Statesman for the latest
example of the delicate texture of the Christian con-
science. It is taken from the Gospel Minister, which
is the weekly organ of a Church in Westfield, Indiana,
U.S.A. Ever since October, 1932, the follow-
ing notice has appeared in the columns of this pious
journal:—

On and after October 1, 1932, subscriptions will be
received only on the following condition. Should
the Lord return to take his Church out of the world
before the time for which subscription is paid, and
the paper therefore suspends publication, all obliga-
tions will be considered fulfilled.

Now one simply cannot imagine any mere worldly
paper which thought the world might come to an end
at a certain date warning its subscribers that they
might never live long enough to get their money’s
worth. | expect that most would try and defer pay-
ment of accounts until after the date given, and in the
meantime have a “ good time ” with the subscriptions.
But not so the Christian conscience. It works with a
scrupulous care, not unmixed with caution. Though
the editor of the Gospel Minister is, as all Christian
editors should be, as innocent as a dove, yet is he not
lacking in the wisdom of the serpent. He does not
advise subscribers to remit up to the time of the given
date only, or to buy their paper week by week, he
merely warns them that as a Christian he cannot take
their money under false pretences. “ The Lord ”
may return, he may look in at Westfield, he may,
after looking over his Church at Westfield decide to
take it out of the world, or he may decide that it had
better be left where it is, or he may receive an invita-
tion from Mr. Ramsay Macdonald to attend a Confer-
ence (and to be photographed with Mr. Macdonald)
and so not have time to visit Westfield. Against all
these eventualities the editor of the Gospel Minister
guards himself. He asks subscribers to pay in ad-
vance, but he warns them that they do so at their own
risk. No money is to be returned, but he will not lay
himself open to the charge of obtaining it under false
pretences. What but a Christian conscience working
under full pressure would act in such'a way? Not
even the late Mr. Horatio Bottomley, described in a
funeral oration by a London minister as a man after
Ood’s own heart, could act with a greater sense of
rectitude.

Everything is arranged with a regard to a sense of
justice of which only a Christian conscience is cap-
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able. But there is also caution manifested. ,
not say that even when the Lord does arri\(_|e_“§/_' .
field the paper will cease publication. roie
merely says it may suspend publication.
publication may be resumed, in which case,
agines the old subscriptions will be workec <~"™,1
new ones receiyed. Perhaps the editor thinks the
may like Westfield—even a small American
might be a welcome change after heaven an . |
down for a spell and edit the Gospel Minister 1=~
Or he might after taking his Church out of t
resume publication from another sphere. - njae
Spiritualists will see the possibility of this

Indeed, seeing on what intimate terms Spir™
mediums_are with_the next world? and how very
like this world the next one is (I saw the oth&l
spirit picture of the next world with an up-to-d™"j
pension bridge in the background), | am astOl I
that this has not been done before. There arelin
possibilities in the situation, and | trust that s "€
my American readers will keep me informe' (
what happens in Westfield, Indiana, in 11
future.

That is

FANIVAN

“Christianity and the Crisis.”

I commenced these notes really intending iO
about a book just issued on Christianity and the
but now that must wait to be dealt with at any le &
Christianity and the Crisis is written by a nnn |z
eminent Christians, and it follows a plan Wn_ i
been followed often before, and will often be f<,
again. There is a stern denunciation of evils ﬂ;ﬁ:ﬂl&t
plain to all, and a safe silence about others thatl
be troublesome if stressed. And, natural™>
Christian conscience is all over the book. But %
how the Christian conscience is as slippery as e‘rﬁf
as convenient as ever. It is slippery becaU™”
Christianity put forward is not the Christianity (6§
of the Churches to-day, it is not the Christial™.™.
history, it is not the Christianity of the New
rnent. It does not note the fact, which the New
ment stressed, and upon which the Church has*e f{ji
acted, that the Brotherhood of man, talked of
instances, is the Brotherhood of a body of be* 5
and that the Christian Church admitted no obhga »
to unbelievers, save that of converting them, fill jp
not always acknowledge that duty. To preC fa
smaller, and by far the least important Par™ ,p
teaching, as the whole would be rank dishoo®
any but the Christian conscience. Early jjtj,e
ianity liad no concern whatever with what we ca
social problem, and the vast majority of ChrLtu
so far as their Christianity is concerned— have n° ™ 3
corn with it all. Taking the Christian 'vO , ntae
whole it is a mere handful of Christian leaders “j, pi?
professing interest in social questions, and the |
fession is motived, not by a recognition that thCj~t
tion of the social problem is urgent, but by
that the Churches are losing their hold on the P
and are becoming increasingly alive to the facgiia
social reform depends upon an understanding *
cajiable handling of purely social forces. It " [pf
immortal destiny elsewhere with which the
Church is primarily concerned, not in better ed"ca
better housing, or better conditions of labour. tle
with the divorce of modern thought from religlo ~ 3
more astute among Christian leaders offer the
handful of ethical maxims and vague social ml
as genuine Christianity. Their excuse for this ra<™
dishonest course is that which the thief offered j
Judge— “ A man must live.” And one may 1
to the Church in the words of the Judge, “ I 1
see the necessity.”

Chapman
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-Bible on the Down-Grade.

=pi ,
that oiit'n Is nothing in the world more salutary than
our sanctities should, at least, be tested.
De Selincourt.
“ The man that fights Priestcraft is striking deep
for Freedom than can be struck anywhere.

George Meredith.

ét the funeral of Horatio Bottomley

recn, the Rev. Basil Bourchier, m Ins at
{«red to the deceased “ as the counterpart o
tle greatest characters in the Bible, n rose a
bavid,” and also said that Bottomley ~ assure

re_

> of

Place in heaven at the end of his race. ., ti.e

H§uch robustious Orthodoxy is very tare o
"1™ Aureli, the Salvation Army, and the ranks
of the Howling Dervishes who infest out Pa

«Pen spaces. The more e d u c at e d nowish
talk in this way in their pulpits. , nor to

I» lose members, revenue, and reputations, n
incur the disni™i ~r il-

(ecj'Ir | le Convocation of Canterbury some time ago
“Nii6 by forty-three votes against thirteen, that
decided av™" was a very over-rated individual, and

treat . *° Feat him as cavalierly as our forefathers
"itlwi e James the Second. Now, what is amiss
astic 1S particular Oriental royalty? The ecclesi-

"hici Xly ~at he is “ Un-Christian in character,’
n Is a very polite admission that generations of
i:\]g\e/?g“rﬁsas Were r'ffl't when they pointed out that
of the'<a™a bandit, and behaved accordingly. Some
deSpot  Psalms,” so long attributed to this Eastern
niolly ' b'e same acute critics urged, were also in har-
of Qoiyitb this King’s shady character. The House
alto e'a{location has at long last decided to abandon
rra. I>Sal,n S8, and to eliminate from the official
otC *Hb °l the State Church the worst features of
Tl .SUCreb lyrics attributed to David.

the ArdS a s*™al victory for the Freethinkers, for

th S%/ of the Eord never retreats except under
Part necess>ty. The “ Psalms ” are an integral
closei°r Christian Bible, and King David is too

throned with the legendary figure of Christ to be
°'v'" thus rudely on the rubbish-heap without the
disastrous results to Orthodoxy. It is not only a
“perate policy in the particular instance, but a pre-
a| ent Which will exert, in the long run, anything but
‘appy effect on the whole Christian position.

1,2base Psalms were written many centuries ago, and

$-e been regarded by staunch believers as the m-

Ui uttcrances of their god ever since. Now,
m 58, and parts of other sacred lyrics, arc found to

ick tnt'rely out of harmony with modern civilized
4s- This is how Psalm 58 runs :—

The righteous shall rejoice when he seetli the ven-
Wiek™V bfi sHnll wash his feet in the blood of the
‘vanl fS ~at a man shall say, verily there is a re-
jud  °r b,e righteous; verily he is a God that

j  geth in the earth.

rtil J IU be seen that the House of Convocation has
;Ire dDySOn i<>be ashamed. Other parts of their Bible

‘totrce P> b'e same grave ethical objections, as, for
WA bispired cursings in Psalm 109 :—

and len be shall he judged, let him be condemned;

and 1 bis prayer become sin. Let his days be few;

totlie'f an°ther take his office. Let his children be

ront:. €SS anti his wife a widow. Let his children be

o Mally vaggibomds, and beg ; ket them seek their
‘" "Iso out of their desolate places.

And
"gain, in Psalm 137

Ty shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy
°nes against the stones.
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Observe, the House of Convocation of the English
State Church have themselves started to pull their
own fetish-book to pieces, and have begun with the
Old Testament. King David, the forerunner of
Christ, “ the man after God’s own heart,” thus comes
in for tardy, but none the less deserved, criticism. For
this David is now seen quite clearly as a barbarian,
and the champions of the Christian Bible are obliged
to disown the old Oriental savage in order to absolve
their deity from the crimes and vices of his favourite.
Let there lie no mistake about this. The brigand of
Adullam and Ziklag is no longer regarded as a saint.
The reputed author of the Psalms is outcast. Jesus is
recognized as the descendant of David who is no
better than Dick Turpin. Oh, the divine comedy ! It
will be seen that it is not theology which purifies
humanity, but humanity which purifies theology.
Man civilizes himself first, and then humanizes his
gods; all that the priests do is to take the credit and
the cash.

This decision to excise a portion of “ God’s Word”
from the official Prayer Book of the State Church is
not a paltry matter. For this particular Bible is
not an ordinary book. It is stamped as God’s Word
by Act of Parliament; is used as a fetish for swear-
ing upon in Courts of Law and Houses of Legislation.

In the Ages of Ignorance and Faith, priests resented
all criticism fiercely. In the eighteenth century Peter
Annet ventured to criticize David in “ The History of
the Man after God’s Own Heart,” and he found Bib-
lical criticism a very difficult and unprofitable pro-
ceeding. For publishing the Free Inquirer he was
brought before the King’s Bench and sentenced to one
month’s imprisonment in Newgate, to stand twice in
the pillory with a label “ For Blasphemy,” then to
have a year’s hard labour at Bridewell, and to find
substantial sureties for good behaviour during the rest

of his life. It is related that a woman, seeing Annet
in the pillory, said: *“ Gracious! pilloried for blas-
phemy. Why, don’t we all blaspheme every day?”

Since the brave old schoolmaster was so cruelly pun-
ished the Christian Churches have lost much of their
power, and to-day the ecclesiastics have to admit that
the once-despised Freethinkers were right after all.
It is only a question of time before the bishops and
clergy will have to consider more closely the question
of the barbarous Oriental ethics of both the Old and
New Testament in relation to modern humanism. For
the Christian Bible is forced into the hands of
children, and Democratic parents will not for ever con-
sent to have their little ones’ intellects clouded and
their characters degraded by such uncivilized ideas
and teaching.

It is strange how the Christian Bible so often libels
humanity. David is styled “ the man after God’s
own heart,” and this trumpery Oriental bandit is so
bad that even the priests have at last thrown him
over. Adam and Eve, “ our first parents,” are des-
cribed as thieves; and the original baby, Cain, as a
murderer. Later, the entire human race is said to be
so wicked that, with the exception of eight persons,
the whole lot is drowned like kittens in a pail. In-
deed, the earlier chapters of the Christian Bible re-
semble nothing so much as the Newgate Calendar, so
shady are the characters of the Patriarchs. Far
too many pages of the Old Testament are crowded
with the scuffles of savages, when the arrows are
“ drunk with blood,” to adapt its own charming
phrase. As for the New Testament, the highly evolved
moral perceptions of to-day are shocked beyond ex-
pression at the awful doctrines of original sin and
damnation, which means that countless millions of
mankind will suffer eternal torment.
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The great river of thought rolls on, and bears us
further and further away from the ignorance and
superstition of the past, further and further from the
grim shadow of the Cross, which, at one time,
threatened to make “ a goblin of the sun ” for the
entire Christian World. In these days of declining
superstition and dissolving dogma, let us remember
gratefully the brave pioneers who first, at the cost of
their liberty, and often of their lives, challenged this
faith-inspired folly.

MimnERMUS.

Indian Magic.

(Concluded from page 326.)

“ There is a deliberate attempt to create an atmo-
sphere of expectation and mystery; in this the Indian
conjurer is a past master ... as each trick progresses
his face registers anxiety and expectation; then amaze-
ment, and lastly, intense satisfaction. The great experi-
ment has been made before this most distinguished
and critical audience; by the help of the stars all has gone
well; success beyond human hopes has crowned the
efforts of the magician; the great task is finished.”
(hieut.-Col. R. 1I1. Elliot, “ Indian Conjuring,” Black-
wood’'s Magazine, April, 1933)

Some of the Indian conjurer’s tricks are unsuited for
performance on a European platform; they require an
Eastern environment, and Eastern customs. Hence
the Mango Trick, and the Salaaming Duck, which are
never performed in this country, come with all the
prestige of surprise and novelty, and never fail to
arouse astonishment and perplexity when first seen by
Europeans.

Take, for instance, the Salaaming Duck, of which
Col. Elliot gives an explanation. The conjurer pre-
sents a pith figure of a small duck, produces a battered
pail, which he fills with water nearly to the top. He
sits down at some distance from the pail, and address-
ing the duck, assures him that the Sahib is very
great and very wealthy, and will give the conjurer
large sums of money, and that the duck recognizing
this will at once salaam to the great one. No move-
ment is visible on the part of the man, who is sitting
away from the pail; nevertheless the duck bows thrice
to the master of the house, and when ordered, to all
the other members of the family.

Here is something for the unsophisticated European
to. talk about, when he returns to his native land,
whenever the subject of mystery and magic crops up.
He has seen it with his own eyes, and seeing is be-
lieving. Yes, the conjurer never moved and was
some distance from the pail, he plainly had control of
occult forces unknown to Western science! If one
had not seen it one would not have believed it. No!

Yet the trick was simple. There was a tiny hole in
the pail, through which a fine thread passes to the toe
of the conjurer, the other end being attached to the
neck of the duck. The conjurer, who is barefooted,
squats on the sand, nobody thinks of watching his
toes, which he would take care to keep out of sight,
attention would be concentrated on his hands, the
wrong place as usual.

It would be very difficult to perform this trick apart
from its environment— to say nothing of the glamour
and mystery of the Orient. In the first place, what
little water percolated through the small hole in the
pail would be soaked up in the sand unnoticed.
Secondly, our conjurers are not in the habit of per-
forming barefooted. And lastly, if they were, they
could not use their toes with the ease and dexterity
that comes natural to those whose feet have never
been cramped by wearing boots. Neither would the
trick make the same impression; for the Indian
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arrives suddenly and has neither the tinié, nor the >
portunity, to make elaborate arrangements f°r P
forming the trick as our conjurers have.

Everyone has heard of the Indian Rope Trick,
trick has been so widely discussed. Yet, says
Elliot, “ it is not only very difficult, but abso WjlO
impossible, to get into direct contact with anyO3
can claim to have seen it for himself, and who is
ing to stand up to a cross-examination on the s
In this respect it is in striking contrast with ?o &Xl
other tricks we know of.” When we come
rope trick, “ we pass into a thick blanket of f°s* id

lu this trick, we are told, a rope is thrown u_P‘aI’\
and remains hanging in the air taut and verti
boy then climbs up the rope, hand over han >~
voice dying away as he vanishes into the blue.
the boy comes back from another part of the £u
to the astonishment of the beholders. Other ea »
tions of the story relate that the boy’s disnte®
head, limbs, and body come tumbling down, aiel*
in a basket which, when re-opened, reveals hull
stored safe and sound. .

A fortune awaits the conjurer who can agt;fat@ mé
trick. Lord Lonsdale offered ten thousand R® ™
to see this trick performed, and the late Mr- ~aMNI0O
lyne offered five thousand a year to any conjurer
would perform it in London, but in vain. Wheh
Prince of Wales— who afterwards became n
Edward— made the grand tour of India, every eqjr
was made to get the trick performed, but without ™
cess, and where King Edward was unsuccess
Col. Elliot was not likely to succeed. He°"e
while practising his profession as a surgeon in ™ )}t
he made many friends, and during his travelling a
the country, often found himself welcomed, as
ward for past services rendered in his hospital
elsewhere, by friends and relatives of those who
benefited by his skill. In consequence, he ftel.

“ Many doors were thrown open to me, but tins
was banged, barred, locked and sealed. | was W"
to get anybody who would attempt to do the tnc’
fore me, and | could never meet with any reliable V
son who would give a description of what lie had5 1
still less submit to cross-questioning on the suWL

And he concludes :— )

There are wonderful stories of people \de ha&
taken photographs during the actual perform8'l
the trick whilst the rope was in the air and "N1*
disappearing up it. It is added that the nega. it
showed nothing to confirm the claims made |
was no rope in the air and no boy. The expla"T,it
offered is that it was merely a question of hyp'lo™
and mass-suggestion. | would go much further t
this, for |1 have never been able to get into ca [t
with one of these photographers, nor have 5
anyone who has. | suggest that the explaliatl i, 3
a very simple one; the opportunities for
photograph do not occur outside the fertile 111’ va>
tion of some more than usually gifted Eaf0 &
Munchausen, for the simple reason that the y./jiy
never even attempted. Where the story o'R
started it would be hard to guess, but inquiries @

about it in educated India to-day will, | 'l ’ &

met with a smile of quiet amusement at the 1

tioner’s gullibility. n
Col. Elliot tells 11s, that some time after he had

India, lie was present at a meeting of the Magl0 "~ fa
(The Magicians’, or Conjurers’ Club) when an O
who had served with distinction in the East, PrO< .-;i
a photograph of the Indian Rope Trick. | exal A
it, says Col. Elliot, “ with a magnifying glasS j
there, clear for everyone to see, on what purpOL ™ r
be the rope were the characteristic knots of a N[0
boo pole. It was an ordinary photograph of an
batic feat, common in India.”



T Popular magazine, a year or two ago, made a mild

sensation by publishing a similar ph° ™ ~ aPpkata of
doubt one of these photos, coupled wi ,
agroup of fairies— in which the late ConauDoyle™™
t'Hcitly believed— will serve to lllustra e s
history of Curious Beliefs of the ISme een
The BRE 8F mind that accepts these t nil£
sarB B@ that provides the Spiritualist i
idsdupes. Col. Elliot tells us

L1 have satin & soance with earnest people who were
ﬁerhsttéadeddthat they \were hearing voices and seeing
8At, and gVER |Boking at and holding communion
With stral beings. To me it was a dark silent room,
nothing more. When | was asked, ‘‘Surely you hear
themnow?” | could only reply, “1 10 .£ ~ad
1 hear nothing.” On one occasion a friend who had
in with me said afterwards, A was so glad

to h'ihi( F;g&k%.%_iet,l,y like that : I was begin(]in
— *saw things ,,...ti, Of
We have seen it stated somewhere tha fertile
the Indian Rope Trick was the offspnng ~  that
>dn °f an American journalist. Elliot's con-
"'ny be, we can heartily agree witi 0 broken
dusion that: “ The laws of nature arc ne and

"or suspended. The great rope trick is a *oNn
I"° sooner it joins the fire-breathing drago  ° Nt
similar inventions of a credulous past, ie It
llever has been performed and it never lltor Of
sprang, Minerva-like, from the brain o  ~ lived on
Jovian proportions; and, goddess-li ‘ classic

pasti®0 long. Let it join the pantheon of a class
W. Mann.

The Nineteenth Centenary of
Jesus Christ.”

irklich V f has proclaimed a “ Hwoly Year,” the Arcli-
With tlie if7auterbury Y desires to associate liimself ”
fiveer Sort h'h'lee of Our Lord” ; and the Search, a
1" SpCj ,° nondescript occult-jumble-sale paper issues
ketit], (' 1 double Number Commemorating The Nine-
hridenil ~ ary of Jeslls Christ.”
"fiieteen i™ N'e éearch has heard that Christ died exactly
Itis mndred years ago last Friday week.
Whidx iWeCOLnniollP'ace foot that tlie ancient celebrations
hie Qliii -f CaP Christmas and Easter notably ante-date
sly if’; Slan Cla- But as St. Chrysostom said : “If they
Jw of T ’ubirthday of the Sun, Christ is the Sun—the
The . tlce-”
M ti“hvays an excuse for a jollification, even if
Kasg, fIC day. nor the liour, nor the year, nor the
days j$ rile world’s most wonderful birth and death
'hed akrccd upon by those who believe Christ ever
S , aV ; Certainly once upon a time a child was
Accotm a* an efinally vague date a man once died.
ves borinM the generally discarded view that Christ
kive j 1°u December 25. a.d. i, his Ministry is said to
Uiirty when *“ Jesus Himself began to be about
Friday “"Us afe ” (Luke iii. 23) and lasted until Good
RUss ighD- 33- The Gospels differ, but the three years’
siiil tO  lascd on the maximum number of times He is
liar, lave “ gone up to Jerusalem,” supposedly once a
1 Netice #, . .
mited to UCSe dreary 400 pages about Christ, contri-
Nillialn p'e Search by such world-famed authorities as
platt i, , and the Catholic Archbishop Goodier.
fntiOn ,'s a. few pages about the “ modern writers of
ild allo ~'ng  “ astonishingly morbid and perverse,”
I°logv Uk Jiniself being “ well read in Paleontology,
'Tgej jand Psychology,” but not a word about the
Kko\Mi '7Y° of this Centenary volume. Jesus may have
'Tin a n about these sciences, but he could not have
.,Ihe a' about them.
1se]),rre’bishop naturally repeats like a parrot all that
® " joi- ' him. He may he a great theologian, but
W |,ves wi' de-feculty ! He tells a funny story,
to .. t]y oniitting the funny part of it, and attributes it
O Atheist Voltaire.”

m_

This prelate pretends that Jesus was a sort of Mr.
Joad, all things to all sorts of reformers. He goes so
far as to say “ Communism fights for the solidarity of
man : does it offer more than He who prayed that all
might be one” ! He adds, rather inaptly: “ Never

— was such brotherhood ” as that for which Christians have

been so famous!

In a very different key, Dr. Geikie Cobb writes. He
is one of the most respected of modernists. Older and
less witty than the gloomy Dean, Geikie-Cobb is far
more human and more in sympathy with the under-dog.
Here we can only note some characteristic admissions of
one who nevertheless subscribes to all the Articles and
doctrines of the Established Church.

He says forcibly enough that men are asking whether
the Church intends “ to become one more Big Busi-
ness,” or to further the St. James ideal of “ religion pure
and undefiled.” He wonders what his Church “ thinks
‘of Christ,” and why it is “ so shy” of defining that atti-
tude. This is a most searching question, but surely it is
gueer when an eminent leader of that church should be in
doubt on this subject.

Then again, “ when we speak of the Christ, what
do we mean?” That is one of the conundrums, of the
whole church, not merely of its modernist section. Dr.
Cobb refers to *“ the numerous guesses . . . which
“have agitated Christianity through nineteen centuries.”
The riddle becomes more puzzling: “ That 'Jesus is
God,” has been “ asserted vociferously . . . but the diffi-
culty,” says Dr. Cobb, “ is to derive from the formula
any rational meaning.”

A Freethinker could hardly be more severe. But a
Modernist could not remain a Church dignitarjr if lie
simply left it at that! So Dr. Cobb adds to the innumer-

@ @

able “ new ” conceptions “ of what Jesus stood for
FUNDAMENTALLY. "
Jesus, it appears, recognized only “ one false re-

ligion,” and “ revealed its opposite in the Love which
is God.” It is a very beautiful picture, of course : No-
body ever loving anybody outside Christianity, and
everybody teaching and practising love inside Christ-
ianity. In case the critic objects that history and experi-
ence fail to note the exceeding great riches of Christian
love, Dr. Cobb hastens to say “ we may humbly plead
that we have this treasure in eartiiern vessels.” Some
of Christianity’s victims would use the adjective hellish.

Dr. A. Marmonstein, for the Jews, “attempts to throw
light on the mutual relations between Gospel teachings
and Rabbinical thought.” As this writer is still a Jew,
it is not likely he throws overboard the latter in favour of
the former. Nor does he attempt to explain the “ genuine
ignorance of Jesus and his party,” in the Rabbinical
records “ of his alleged day.” But he understands the
feelings of Jewish writers “ at a later age when the real
person of Jesus was entirely overshadowed by the horrors
and gnashing of teeth caused by the propagators of the
Gospels; the incomparable sufferings and unpardonable
cruelties committed in the name of Jesus.”

The same writer denies that “ Christianity conquered the.
Roman world by higher morality.” He denounces “ the
merciless behaviour of Jesus, as exemplified in the
ghastly parable of Abraham’s unwillingness to help the
suffering and tormented rich man in hell.”

But will Dr. Marmonstein explain his cryptic allusion
to “ R. Zadok, who may have been an eye-witness of the
crucifixion of Jesus?”

Another Jew, Dr. J. Sinnreicli, takes a more friendly
view of Jesus. He says “ Man cannot live without a
Messiah.” Even this one is better than none at all. Dr.
Sinnreich is apparently “ a Jewish disciple of Jesus.” His
historical sense may be gauged by his ridiculous state-
ment that “ in dire need Israel could always appeal to
His authority and find some sort of protection under His
wings even in the darkest days of history P’

“ The Christian Scientist Point of View,” is the subject
of Mr. Charles Tennant’s eulogy. Anyone capable of
understanding Mr. Tennant would probably believe in
Mrs. Eddy herself. He apparently says that Christ is
nothing but “ man’s real selfhood in human conscious-
ness,” but there are so many qualifying phrases that one
hesitates to claim acquaintance with Mr. Tennant’s mean-
ing, if any.
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“ Did Jesus Found the Christian Church,” asks Dr.
Eisler. He says “ Yes,” but his only authority is Jesus
himself who “in one of the most important his-
torical documents ” founded the church on a rock.

“ Jesus as a Muslim Sees Him,” is (unintentionally) a
most amusing contribution by Abdul Madid. Muslims,
he says, do not believe Jesus to be God, “ because their
conception of God is far too sublime.” The delightful
Muslim cannot think anyone could possibly be divine
“who had not where to lay his head.” Again, Jesus
could not be the Son of God because “ we know Jesus ate
and drank and was subject to all the physical conse-
qguences of eating and drinking.”

“ As to His birth, there is nothing very peculiar,”
continues our Muslim, also “ the Atonement is an im-
moral doctrine.” Still, Jesus could quite easily have
been a “ Messiah,” for the word “ Messiah ” simply
means “ one who travels in the land,” so any bagman or
travelling salesman could be a “ messiah!”

The Muslim thinks “ The Jews did not kill Him for
sure. Mary took Him for the gardener, which shows
that Jesus had disguised Himself as a gardener.” “ In
all post-crucifixion appearances, Jesus is found conceal-
ing and hiding Himself as if He feared being discovered.”
“ Jesus did not die on the cross.”

In some unaccountable way this article seems to have
been taken for an * appreciation ” of Jesus. It is more
like an exposure.

“ What the Buddists Think,” is an article mildly
patronizing Jesus and ending in a pious hope that “ Jesus
too may in a future birth attain tq that perfection which
was attained by Gotama.”

“ The Cosmic Christ,” is J. O. Mackenzie’s little joke!
It is our old friend the “ Esoteric Buddhist,” who admits
that he “cannot do better than quote from Madame Blav-
atsky.” He is right.

In the Zohar Doctrine of the Son, Mr. Garstin points
the finger of scorn at all other esoteric occult pseudo
gabalists.” His is the only genuine “ Qabalism ” (How
we wish these foreigners would learn the rules of spell-
ing). We naturally rejoice that “ Qabalist harmonies are
more with the Gnostic heresies than with the surviving
churches ” ; the Gnostics are at least dead.

Mr. Garstin’s views are difficult to check, as he claims
that the * Siphra-Dtzenioutha contains an epitome of
the principal doctrines of the Qabala,” but unfortunately
he admits that the unpronounceable double-barrelled busi-
ness is “ unintelligible to those unacquainted with the
tradition.” So we shall never really know the Zohar
Doctrine of the Son.

Two of the Search’s contributors disagree on a tre-
mendously important question of belief. The Rev. Theo-
dore Dodd says he docs “ not believe that the “ Turin
Shroud is genuine.” The Rev. Hugh Sclionfield readily
disposes of this infidel by producing an actual picture of
the very Shroud, which says itself that this IS the “Face
of Christ,” and, to remove the least misunderstanding,
it even bears the additional words “ See Article, page
3031~

This obviously straightforward snap-shot will confute
all unbelievers for all future ages. Dr. Schonfield rightly
says, “ it is important that the material was CLEAN
linen.” Apart from more hygienic reasons for rejoicing
thereat, this cleanliness enabled the photo to be taken
more rapidly. The pose is capital. A second sitting
would have put the Divine customer to great inconveni-
ence, while the Roman officials would have hated to have
to arrange a second “ shooting ” of the scene.

The importance of the Photographic Shroud is in what
Dr. Schonfield says arc “ the following facts which have
been brought to light ” by a microscopic study of the
“snap ” (which must have been an anticipation of Mr.
Daguerre’s process of direct photography). These facts
include details of the “double metal buttons ” ; a dis-
covery that “ the crown of thorns was not a wreath but a
cap like an inverted bowl and above all, the photo
reveals quite plainly “ marks on the Left Shoulder where
the Skin lias been broken by the weight of the Cross.”

This Centenary issue of the Search is remarkable (to
put it mildly) if only for the reproduction of this truly
“ moving ” picture.

George Bedborough.
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Consistent Thinking.

A fierce war over the vexed question of Sunday~C'
mas in Wallasey has just terminated in a yq, e
bigots. Knowing Wallasey one needs no fiut'l' A
planatiou. It was a strange spectacle, neveftneles
see two local parsons ranged on opposite sides j”
dispute, and one wonders what on earth, or ra L J
heaven, their God was doing to allow it; perhaps

too absorbed in the Disarmament Conference to n° 1

But let us to the point, During the heig' it of t
battle the bigots’ warrior-in-chief wrote a typicallyr "
sonic letter to the Liverpool Echo from which I |
taken the following passage : “ Sunday golf and a ~
are not, in my opinion, to be regarded in the same ~
gory as Sunday cinemas. | am no worshipper o
consistency. ‘ Consistency is the liob-goblin **
minds.’ 7 *

I am not m a position to know if the parson n niiest QL
plays golf or bathes on Sunday, but one is tempted ,
lieve, in order to explain liis peculiar mode of argll ffaje
that such is the case. He is obviously painfully 8
that liis attempt to segregate Sunday cinemas frein G
day golf and bathing is hazardous not to say inicO"" ¢
ing. So he forthwith launches an attack on consis
and borrows (and mis-reads) a passage from nef';l’\
to justify liis attitude. In this respect he is being _ }
fully Christian. As a general rule Christians care,
bang about consistent thinking, when their to
views are at stake—if they did they would cc
Christians. When they are convinced on some Iul
then what they think must be right irrespecti'®
whether it is inconsistent, illogical, or supernatural-
alone are heirs to the truth. ) A

Actually, of course, consistent thinking is of
portance. It is the criterion of right thinking, **A, ©
reasoning; it is fundamental to logic, indispensm”
science. To declaim against it in the manner adope yp
the parson herein referred to is a sure sign of dishoj™
We can excuse a man who is unconsciously incousi-
but we condemn anybody who realizes that his ha
thought is erratic, yet glories in the fact. .

Inconsistency of thought is frequently the i 931!3/
slovenly mind ; and as thought governs conduct, sl°-j.(C
thinking is bound to result in a slovenly mode 0 (
Thus we believe it to be a truism to assert that ma 1
the present-day evils and disorders are due solely
consistent thinking.

Consistency in thinking demands that we regard
the same angle all problems which we are called ,0
to solve. There must be no preferential treatmel' Ljj.
haloes of sanctity, no leaving aside such weapons 1 ™
eule or the argument from analogy. Our method O .og
animation must be strictly materialistic and sclc!'l(d
If we accept a hypothesis let it at least have the vi**
utility and not make matters more complex as d°cS
God hypothesis.

Scrupulous, careful thinking is exceedingly
we are all more or less prone to do things or say * 4l
which we deprecate in other people; we have n.
been guilty of sweeping some fallacy or superstitmT~,..
our mind only to establish another equally as h'jiL )lc
Still, by dint of constant reflection, a calm, dispa-"gic
outlook on life, and a strict adherence to the laws ° Oy
we shall have travelled a long way towards liiakn'S
thinking consistent.

Our Christian friends will never be consistent thj ~
until they have overthrown their religion, for,
tlie Freethinker makes a theory fit the facts, the ChfFjj]
shapes the facts to fit the theory. Hence the Par
scorn respecting “ mere consistency.”

N

N

Tom BH**

* Twrote a letter in answer, but the editor refused h 1
cation.

tv
The tongue is like a race-horse which runs iast°r
lesser weight it carries.—Joseph Addison.
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Acid Drops.

Jure 12 has passed and the world is still ~as
h'e same old way. The prophecied end of t N usual.
"<t materialized and the world is £°"'r . are {or
lhegentleman who was responsible I°r "llh **, * pas
‘vhieh the New Testament is pdmany O at'iune
now explained that what he really mean w ¢Lpe
h'e 12th would mark the end oi an age- -time one
believable since a new age commences a tpe
I'leases and ends just when one likes. Fr°P e co«W
em of the world is quite safe. If it die em grumble,

conplain, and if it does not end very e'v

IF]' i N\

kind , e °f the world” business helps us to realize the

Anuinr~Hty Which has always been the stand-by of

il'vas 1 "gdf a®ty and the raw material out of which
as creat lhe b eOﬁ)Ie who could make such a pro-

Imeey and the people W 8 EB{Jld believe it help to indi-
Kite the (r)nlﬁture of folly and knavery that goes to the
WWQI are glon and is an adequate answer to those'
wmaging ¥Aat In the historic period religions are
leftyeClby hikh-minded individuals who are filled with
‘%/gt,» al ang sial aspirations. These often accom-
Uonj. Tr°n in its development, lint they are forced
'roph. « tlle insistent pressure of purely social forces.
a@j@@e@aﬁ"lout the end of the world differ from the
8}, %(P'“? Os?ch as those in God and a

, y in the fact that they deal

I|f|t|t(lPPOSe<IIy actual events which will happen in a
" 4w, K'ven period. #nd while religion lasts there
knaves be Plenty of opportunities for fools and
Those v,° "UE Pleasure in the company of each other,
look m' "1 @ C marked out by nature for religion will
folly .", i°r fresh occasions on which to exhibit their
rest of T, ~tllerc will always be enough knavery in the
vain ‘e P°P"lation to see that they shall not look in

WdmgtoMr. J.L. Garvin {Ti{jf the Yﬁhgﬁr%‘ﬁ@.s'

»P'rit is altered there will be » aS fatuous as
ut to hope for an alteration seems . The jungle
e{(petctlré%a change in the natureo a L

changes.

remJ na"' to understanding the Christian religion, some
'E t k*lby a rcPorter of a pious paper are illuminating.
poor ebilled to note what religion “ does to cheer the
o,c m "lovely places.” He also says, “ And the more
liKioifé8 °Ehu"gry crowds the more one realizes that re-
itisV'7st be presented as the glad, joyous thing which
tlleB "h} is merely another way of affirming that, to

)? . -atrlckcn hungry, and miserable, religion is
Hm”de b'Cb Provides them with solace in affliction and
»t  jS Jes'gnation to the affliction. It is obviously
i*" to iT“q to rouse them to fight for the afflic-
"Tistri 'i 'e,"°ved. Religion which, at the time of the
Hee al Revolution with its appalling conditions for
"Sly (... oyees. served so very useful a purpose is seem-

lccted to serve a similar purpose to-day.

lithi,,,ru 0 a new film in which the heroine is depicted
"killed",, 7" khe nude,” a film paper remarks that it im-
itation 11 Producers had got beyond the childish ex-
Prod °En"[lity for sensation’s sake.” Not at all!
a|jie sor" Cers know that most of their patrons have had
"lity  "/.Christian upbringing, and therefore regard

1 lie,tS . indecent ” or “ shameful ” or “ wicked
"Ivfa]Sc ""d it deliciously attractive. It is the essenti-
"Cove, .« OfVMHDIESDIE Hdtiohk abaut “ SEA” amoh tike
kafikTs ii Human fpaon whigh the Ghsistiam religion en-
"ake a at give the film producers their opportunity to
*SGInf fe,'sation with nudity and semi-nudity. A
lllae W] Slan " spiritual ” education of the people, and a
% mOn° <s°"ic one in the direction of the point of view
among the pagan Greeks of pre-Christian times,

@
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would prevent the film producers from being able to ex-
ploit Christian salaeiousness.

A minister is supposed to have recently said, according
to a Missionary Society, that “ If you are not reading
modern missionary literature you are denying yourself
one of the fruits of the Spirit.” But is the perusal of
fairy-tales and highly coloured romances a proper kind of
“ fruit 7 for the Spirit? Presumably so, if it acts as a
laxative to one’s purse.

The Daily Mirror remarks that :—

Our simple-hearted ancestors believed that the Earth,
with mankind, suddenly slipped into the vacancy of space
on a certain date a few thousand years ago ... The

thousands of years have been lengthened by Science to
millions.

This should serve as a reminder that it was the Christian
religion which encouraged this simple-minded belief,
affirming with much heat that it must be true because it
was derived from a Holy Book divinely inspired from
cover to cover. There were other simple beliefs from tlie
same source which science has also dislodged. The Holy
Book, however, did not affirm that God himself “slipped
into the vacancy of space ” some time or other, but it ap-
pears to be the only explanation to account for the
Christian God.

To the Daily Mirror, however, the great age of man
and the Earth serves as a reminder that Man “ might by
now have arrived at adult intelligence.” This is expect-
ing rather too much, in view of the fact that the Christian
Bible and the Christian Church have done so much to
prevent Man from developing an adult intelligence. Inci-
dentally, we note that the picture dailies have no cause
for complaint. They are doing very well, catering for the
un-adult intelligence, and pleasing it with pictures of the
less intelligent activities of mankind. A glance at these
encourages the conviction that the generality have cer-
tainly not arrived at adult intelligence.  Nor is this
likely to occur under the present journalistic dispensa-
tion.

Catholics can consider themselves lucky these days.
The President of Spain, a pious Roman Catholic, signed
the Religious Orders Bill the other day, and lie has let
himself in, under the Canon Laws of his Church, for the
penalty of excommunication. This sentence used to be
about the most awful that could be pronounced, and it
made Kings and tyrants literally tremble with fright. We
fancy President Tamora will not shake in his shoes in
spite of being so faithful a son of his Church. The
leaven of Frecthonght will have reached him; and excom-
munication and the other fearful threats of God’'s own
Church, he will look upon as being a sort of ridiculous
variation of the curses of a savage witch-doctor. How
many educated Roman Catholics really fear excommuni-
cation now ?

According to Sir Ernest Benn, there was in existence
never a better crop of young people than to-day. How
strange! For most of them ignore the churches and
parsons, and have little or no regard for religion. Further-
more, they have no respect for the Christian Sunday,
and endeavour to be happy on that day in whatever
manner they may choose. Who can explain this
enigma?

What a wonderful press the Roman Catholics can com-
mand in England ! The laying of the foundation stone
of the new Roman Catholic Cathedral in Liverpool, filled
columns in our national newspapers with special photo-
graphs and special correspondents complete. Even a
divine of the Church of England was there in all his
glory—and, no doubt, very respectful members of the
many other Christian sects which grace the city of Liver-
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pool were also there. The raising of such a Cathedral—
however beautiful it may be as a work of art—and its
credulous and superstitious associations should be a re-
minder to Freethinkers that our work is not done. Could
anything be more pitiful than the spectacle of thousands
of men, women and children grovelling on their knees
when the “ Papal Legate ” passed them!

This declaration of loyalty is now taken by every official
appointed to work for the League of Nations :—

I solemnly undertake to exercise in all loyalty, discre-
tion, and conscience the functions that have been en-
trusted to me as—of the League of Nations, to discharge
my functions and regulate my conduct with the interests
of the League alone in view, and not to seek or receive
instructions from any Government or other authority ex-
ternal to the League.

Good Christians will be pained to observe that there is no
“ S'welp me Gawd!” anywhere in it. Seemingly, the
League officials are regarded as intelligent persons who
do not require to be frightened into loyalty by means of a
Celestial Bogey. This is a lead from the League which
all the nations would do well to follow in their own
official affairs.

A Christian journalist provides a Lit of “ deep think-
ing 7 for his Christian audience, thus :—

When Darwin introduced his theory of Evolution to ex-
plain the development and variety of living creatures on
the earth, many people thought that it meant the destruc-
tion of the Christian faith. It was certainly in conflict
with the prevailing ideas of most Christian peoples, and
many earnest souls regarded Darwin as an enemy of the
faith. The folly of that attitude is now apparent to all.
Evolution fits in with the Christian interpretation of life
just as well as any other theory; . . .

Does it, indeed! How does the Christian apologist
square with his “ permanent truth ” of a benevolent and
loving Deity the facts of cruelty, bloodshed, pain and
misery which are part of the evolutionary process?

Dean Inge, who is undoubtedly one of the few bright
stars in the mediocre crowd in the Church of England to-
day, can be relied upon to give his brothers-in-grace
several severe shocks. He now insists that “ Christ-
ianity must be preached in modern language, not the
longue of 1,500 years ago,” and he wants to see Christ-
ianity made ‘‘ intelligible and satisfying to people of the
twentieth century.” What a compliment this is to his
Faith and Saviour! We always gathered that the beauti-
ful, plain, simple words of Christ—so simple that a child
of eight could understand them—were all that was neces-
sary for salvation and were delivered once for all 1,900
years ago. Surely Dean Inge does not presume that he
or anybody else can make them now intelligible ? Or is
he obliged to agree with the despised Freethinker that
most of the teachings of ‘“‘Our Lord ” were, if not actual
drivel, at least quite unintelligible ?

According to a parsonic scribe there are numerous ways
of “ finding God.” We shouldn’t care to dispute the
point. Human folly and stupidity have innumerable
forms.

All over the country Catholics are boasting how they
manage to scotch any attempt to teach birth control to
the poor who want the information. The latest example
comes from Cwmbran U.D.C., one of whose members,
Councillor J. Darlcy, “ induced his colleagues to refuse
permission for lectures on birth control in the area.”
Whether the Council have any legal rights in the matter,
we do not know, but the fact that a body of non-Catho-
lics can be “induced” to show such impudent intolerance
provides another example of (he power tin's iniquitous
and silly religion can exert. Why do not Freethinkers
who have the time and means assert themselves more
strongly ? Y
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Permission to give these lectures was also asked™*
other places and refused, but we are told, “ the apP m
were successful at Barry, where there are no Catno j
the Urban Council.” Could anything be more , *Nl.
The truth is that Catholics everywhere are worming
selves into public life and doing what their Churc™
them to; and it seems to be a fact that the averagereligion
tant, who may be more or less indifferent to ~ ~ |
simgly Jives in to his more clamorous @nd i .
brother.  What a sorry state of affairs N our
“ glorious free ” England!

A week or so back the Daily Express tells nS a r‘my
of pilgrims went to Lourdes. There were paraly 1 a
consumptives among them, and they were blcs>cl
real Archbishop—who, it must be pointed out was a 1™ ™
in direct succession, through the Blessed Ap°s
Jesus and therefore of God. So God, Jesus, the N
Apostles, a real Archbishop, the Blessed Bernaik»G ~
Holy Lourdes, presided over by the Blessed Virg
had a hand in curing these hopeful sick people'l
something went wrong. “ They came back as It
went,” said the Daily Express. The cripples who "e
on stretchers came back on stretchers and the, « go
that took them to the tram took them back. 1 /\f§
shone in their eyes on the way to Lourdes, diSda
looked even happier on their return.” What a .- 1 o
tion! And what a damnable shame this exploits1 |},
sick people in the interests of a religion packed W
silly credulity and superstition. Holy oil, Holy '
Holy relics—and Holy bunk'!

A Methodist parson wants to organize open-air »
at the many camps used by walkers, cyclists, hl .§
and other pleasure-seekers. This proposition is
of tfie lack of consideration for others shown by Ch .Qx
fanatics. They delight to thrust their religious °”erin-
ou all and sundry. If the campers have any k;in . jie
after religion they know where it can be had. A
fact that the majority of them do not trouble the c". 516
or chapels should be a sufficient hint to all but re ~ ~
bigots to leave the campers alone to enjoy theinse
they (lease. Campers will be far from pleased by 1 Mfy
plication of the proposed intrusion, namely, that
are endeavouring to be happy in their own way Q1 j o
days they must be “ wicked ” and therefore in 1i fjjc
salvation.” One wonders how the pious Weuld
being disturbed by the campers when the pious 'vc'c ,@
at their Sunday amusement. The indignant weIslll|fid-
would soon call on—not God—but the police for P

tion.

Fifty Years Ago.

Orthodox England has received a box on the &
which what it regards as its brain will ring for nl? e
day. Already a sad blow had been delivered by, " ~jiig
peated triumphs of Mr. Bradlaugh—a blow wh’0' &
gone far to atone for the successful prosecution of »
Foote and Ramsey, of the Freethinker. Upon the ? 21
trial all the honours have rested with the defendant?™.~
no less eminent an authority than the Lord Chief
has rendered a decision even more momentous
that whereby a late Lord Chancellor dismissed he.
costs, and deprived the members of the Church O
land of their comfortable hopes of eternal damn* ~
The chief honours of the last Freethinker trial ha'd
borne off by Mr. Foote. He and Ramsey had already”™ (|c
convicted, and were undergoing a sentence which /,1-
mass of men seemed severe, when Sir Il. Tyler,
her of Parliament, best known on our side of the A
ough his connexions with the Grand Trunk 3rK” yfi-
American railways, swooped down upon them an (@
Bradlaugh with another indictment. The meinhe”g
Northampton broke through the net, and the
defendants proved quite competent to defend thenl® &
Mr. Foote, in particular, delivered a speech wh,c ’
loseness of argument and vividness of presentation»
lot often been equalled.— (From the New York WGO>

The ‘' Freethinker,” June i7>
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Alcbeary, i5.:W. McPherson, is., J-r

Total w~ ;6°7 14 6

Total required ee o" n
, ALL subscriptions to be addressed ~NoC
icasurer, Bradlaugh Centenary Ful™ '\ '
Wwatts, 38 QUISItor Street, London, B.C.4-

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
ad 1I—"\e are looking into the matter. The narrow

fretest 'j>faill Nationalism against which you so properly
h'.SS las 10 Place in the programme or policy of the
it*sah, '-'4 "'T speaker on its platform who indulges in
The »?* He hospitality that has been extended to him.
hie parin,0l,s wec recently expressed on anti-Semitism and
IV (r© lal Nationalism of Hitler iii Germany, and his
"killl s 11 this country represent the opinions of the
'kver~! °A**'e National Secular Society. At least, we have

I)*e\er heard anything to the contrary.
}m. A oves (U.S.AA)—Air Cohen’s record was sent to

™, if same has gone astray, inform us and we
1), . Pt by return another one.

"'kroﬁdﬁﬂal ks f°r cuttings, also j-our continued keen

for cuttings. As you say, they prove
we still have to do.

'We are obliged for references.

cli work

1 SIE>|-i.r¢s

"P. Will look them
| )
'onﬁﬁ%‘-p(llf Kive way. You will find the result well
il'e \Sx'e effort. Perhaps you had better read along with
essay on Spinoza, hv Sir Frederick Pollock,
lestos S St e most readable, and in some respects the
1T °n the subject. But you must not he held in thral-
"hicl, * “Pinoza’'s terminology. = His one existence of
"ore n" *n°w only certain modes is on its face value no
. "n a relic of theism. The unknown existence is
Oy’ ffb°st of a God which so haunts the works of even
"""gyj* Philosophers. But if you pierce through Spinoza
Plete .A A’ Spinoza’s thought you will find there a com-
afaiasj ntlSt'c system, and one which will protect you
le confusing verbalisms of Jeans and Co

H. Fisher,—Thanks, but hardly np to standard although
quite interesting in matter and sound in ideas.

J. L. Wilson—We do not know where copies of the debate
between Bradlaugh and Robert Roberts could be procured.
You would have to depend upon getting a copy second
hand.

H. Amery.—The income from ground rents and rents in and
around London amounts to about one million annually.
This according to the figures for 1932,

H. Weemer—We are afraid our intelligence lacks the
sublety to perceive any difference between the bombing of
a city during a war and the carrying out of military duties,
and the bombing of a native tribe in Arabia, India, or
Africa in the course of the performance of police duties.
Perhaps the distinction is that in London, Paris, Rome, or
Berlin the bombed people have some means of defence and
attack. The native tribes bavé none.

The “ Freethinker/' is supplied to the trade on sale or
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
reported to this office.

The Secular Society, Limited Office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4.

The National Secular Society's Office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4.

When the services of the National Secular Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. TL
Rosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

Friends who send ns newspapers would enhance the favour
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call
attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
and not to the Editor.

The " Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the pub-
lishing office al the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
One year, is/-; half year, 7i6; three months, 3/9.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
" The Pioneer Press,” and crossed ” Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clcrkenwell Branch.”

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Sugar Plums.

The excursion to Brookland, the Centenary visit to Hie
tomb of Charles Bradlaugh, on June 10 last, proved ex-
ceptionally interesting. The day, though cool, was very
pleasant, and the three charabancs, with nearly a hun-
dred “ pilgrims,” threaded their way through town,
country and village, making the journey delightful from
every point of view. Well known members of the
National Secular Society and the Rationalist Press As-
sociation and friends intermingled to make the visit a
memorable one, and few who saw the laying of the
wreath on the tomb of the great “ Iconoclast ” by his
great-grandson will never forget it.

The wreath was inscribed : “ Charles Bradlaugh, born
1833—died 1S91. In grateful memory of one of the most
valiant champions of Liberty and Truth this country has
ever known,” and it must have been a proud moment for
Bradlaugh’s surviving daughter, Mrs. Bradlaugh-Bouner,
her son and grandsons, to see the homage paid to the
splendid and courageous fighter and champion of liberty
and truth, whose life-like bust rose above the assembly
as if he were still our leader and guide.

The three speeches, by Air. Charles Bradlaugh Bonner,
Mr. J. P. Gilmour and Mr. Chapman Cohen were each in
their way, excellent and befitted the solemn occasion, and
neither the speeches nor the visit will ever be forgotten
by those who were fortunate to be present. Later, an
enjoyable tea was provided, before which .Sir William
Collins who had been prevented in arriving at the ceme-
tery in time, gave his tribute to the hero of the day.
'Pile journey home ended all too quickly what will always
be regarded as one of the outstanding days in the move-
ment.
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Manchester Branch N.S.S. scored a distinct success at
the opening meeting at Platt Fields. A very large and
orderly crowd listened to 31ir. J. Clayton of Burnley, who
was in good form and very much appreciated. Mr. W.
H. Sissons of Bolton will be the speaker to-day (June
18), at 6.30 p.m., and the Branch should be able to report
another successful meeting. Announcements will be
made in the Lecture Notices column each week.

Starting from to-day (June 18) Mr. G. Whitehead will
be in the Swansea area for two weeks. The local Branch
of the N.S.S. is making every effort to organize the Free-
thinkers in the district, and already has a centre for
recreation and instruction. The activity of the Branch
can be greatly extended if the local saints will get to-
gether and Mr. Whitehead'’s visit could be made an excel-
lent rallying ground for that purpose.

The Brighton Branch N.S.S. lias been having some
trouble at its open-air meetings. Mr. R. Il. Rosetti will
visit Brighton and speak at the Level to-day (June 18),
at 3 p.m. There are sufficient saints in the area to give
the local Branch all the support it needs for peaceful meet-
ings. A well-supported platform has a wonderful sooth-
ing effect upon “ Odds On ” rowdies.

The Oxford Branch N.S.S. has already formed a discus-
sion circle, and Mr. N: O’Leary-Curtis will speak to-day
(June 18), at 22 St. John Street, Oxford, on ‘‘ The Prin-
ciples and Objects of the N.S.S.” The meeting begins at
7 p.m., and admission is free.

National Secular Society.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

Grafton Hotel, London, June 4, 1933.

Morning Session.

Members and delegates filled the Conference Room
when the President took the chair and formally
declared the meeting open. He hoped the proceed-
ings would be marked with its usual good humour—
united as they were in a common interest.

Mr. Sylvester moved and Mr. Jacobs seconded that
the minutes of the last Conference be taken as read,
after which the Secretary called the Roll.

The following is a list of Delegates and
Branches represented :(— P. V. Morris, Ashington;
A. C. Rosetti, Mrs. A. C. Rosetti, Birming-
ham; C. Samuels, P. Goldman, Bethnal Green;
Mrs. Revitt, Mrs. Buliner, B. l.. Bowvvers, Bradford;
G. Whitehead, Bolton; C. G. Quinton, Blackburn;
Mrs. F. Warner, Birkenhead; J. Clayton, Burnley;

J. T. Brighton, Chester-le-Street; J. Marsh, Cardiff;
J. Seibert, Chester; 15. S. Bryant, G. H. Barnes,
Fulham and Chelsea; Mrs. J. D. Macdonald, Glasgow;
L. M. Werrey-Eastcrbrook, Hants and Dorset; W.

Collins, W. A. Atkinson, Manchester; H. R.
Clifton, Newcastle; Mrs. A. Ballard, Nelson; L.
Ebury, C. C. Marquis, H. Perry, North London;

W. J. W. Easterbrook, Plymouth; Mis9 S. Dobson,

Perth; G. A. Thomas, Swansea; F. P. Corri-
gan, H. Preece, Mrs. N. Grant, South Lon-
don; R. Kebble, Shields; J. Walton, H. M.

Wood, Sunderland; G. Burgess, Stockport; J. Lane,
Seaham; IL A. Le Maine, J. Jacobs, C. Tuson, West
London; H. S. Wishart, Mrs. E. Venton, F. G.
Warner, West Ham; T. J. Sutherland, H. J. Savory,
Wembley and District; J. Daly, Oxford.
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The Chairman then read the Executive s
Report, which was vigorously applauded. No
ments were forthcoming, and its adoption was
by Mr. Collins (Manchester), and seconded >
Bowers (Bradford). id

The third item on the Agenda was the r n
Report, the adoption of which was moved >~
Brighton (Chester-le-Street), and seconded
Bryant (Fulham). Questions were asked ty
items in the Report, and satisfactorily rerﬁll'@g to
the President, The Financial Report was
adopted. tlie

Greetings from various sources, including
American Association for the advancement of At
the Federation of Freethinkers in France aoldelui
Colonies, and Dublin, were read by the Presrond
after which he vacated the chair as he was 111
nation for office. Mr. R. H. Rosetti took the ~
and Mr. Corrigan (South London) in a fe' Neg)
chosen words moved and Mr. Sutherland (Wenj ~
seconded that Mr. Chapman Cohen be i%e'c
President of the National Secular Society for the
ing year. The motion was unanimously carrier 1
the President thanked the members present to
honour shown him once again, and added that O
his sixty-five years, forty-four had been spent 1 ~
National .Secular Society. It was not an easy tIS
follow such men as Bradlaugh and Foote, Put he
glad to point out that the Society was stronger iu "'r
bership than it had been for many years, and
financially than at any time in its history.

The re-election of Mr. R. H. Rosetti as Secic jh-
ras moved by the Executive and seconded by " 4
Bedborough, who had known both Robert l'orde* |
Edith Vance (the former Secretaries). He felt
Mr. Rosetti was as well fitted for the post as the
dent was for his. Air. Brighton supported the 1Lu\ d]]
and referred to the unfailing sympathy and P,;l ~
help and advice he always received from Air. B°3L
Carried unanimously.

Air. Burgess (Stockport) and Air. Marsh (Car ™
then moved and seconded the re-election
Treasurer, Air. C. G. Quinton. Carried unanime' )

Air. Savory (Wembley) and Air. Collins >
Chester) moved and seconded the re-electl01
Alessrs. H. Theobald & Co., as Auditors, whi™l"*
carried.

Air. Sutherland (Wembley) moved and Air.
seconded the election of the Executive as Qi
Agenda, which was carried unanimously.

Alotion No. g on the Agenda was by
Venton :— i

~

ilii»

Alrt

‘“ That this Conference expresses its
at the suppression of the Freethought
in Germany, the confiscation of its funds, bun
and educational institutions it also promises L
Freethinking-brethren in Germany wRat®®® 2
can be given them, and wishes also to P8Te"S
record its horror at the brutal treatment OG> J
Freethinkers, Socialists and Communists by
Hitler Government.” j

indigi3®

She added that when in London Dr. Rosenbe'£ r.
mitted that 14,000 Socialists were imprisoned 11 jjgi
many, and she also pointed out Hitler’'s deels* ~
that in exterminating the Jews, he was doiflf>
Lord’s mission.

Air. Lazarnick seconded the motion. . te

Air. Gerhart Kumbleben, who carried with I'l"l &
fraternal greetings of the Federation of Freethii'be s)
France, gave an interesting account of the afteffipa
suppression of Freethought in Germany und”™
Hitler regime. He was also anxious to estabb™ .¢
more friendly feeling between England and t raliC] tc
the interest of our common cause. He was
report that in spite of statements in the press,



"as a strong feeling growing up & ,voi- Germahy

against the Nazis, who were bent on rei jjng.

°ld Prussian training, and lie hoped we ie

land youl N L= . .

hdp af ffive the Freethinkers in Germany every
- encouragement which would greatly
1 'Ren them | their fight.

othJ * ~edboromgli suggested the insertion of “ and

1after the word>®Communis  © tlt?'le‘rﬂgHoBy
which was agreed to. Mr. Savory «through the
hie Centre Party in Germany going t were
"ill,” as Hitler and the majority o ns pOth

Catholics, and Mr. Wisliart pointed out ‘N kaftt

Il'e Catholic Times and the Universe sio\ >_ -me-
indirectly, their sympathy with tie lprwrmnunists
Mr. Bryant added his opinion that as ie tting a
themselves advocated force, they were on Horni_
dose of their own medicine under Hit er. when
hrc°k claimed that we did not Pro*eh e nents in
°rce was being used against Musso u" IK\ vyir.
5%. »«l toll, Mt.

of the motior . t\ie

Qolli S 1
0] cSP°ke In suPPert "
peQ copy of tﬁe motion would be sent to
enﬁanAAmme-.
e - . .
. President said this would of course be done,
U 1 summing up the discussion showed what the
ns of*the State arid the individual were m rela
Hpptigns of*the S id the individual |
each other. He thought conditions here in
gland did not favour such movements as the Nazis,
lu felt it was no compliment to tlie intelligence of t Te
I'eopie of England when our own Fascists showed such
N atffet%r of the Jews, who formed so small a percent-
age of the . .
Mr Popumtiem. TRhe ieaeuttilon was carried.
R. Clifton then proposed :
Hint this beimr the Centenary Year of Charles
Vedlayfs founder and--tifeslong member of the
"(pal Secular Society, this Conference places on
record , . .
pr— ~ 'fs deep sense of liis great service to the
by th °Usht cause, it endorses what lias been done

tiic 1C Executive in order to make the Centenary
.. occasion of a national demonstration, and
"ci authorizes the Executive to take whatever
step% 't considers proper and possible fittingly to

Zebrgte g notable an event.’

mn

Soln Pitting forward this motion Mr. Clifton read out
Ilvw yxf'acts from a speech made by the late O. W.
tracts * i""6 Uventy years after Bradlaugh’s death— ex-
Pooto r I'c* showed how high was the esteem felt by
S‘aMrt'IW'.lPS IaFeEg?satg%‘rook in seconding the motion
versiQ,a ' " as to Bradlaugh he owed his own con-
'nv ti., Ms father and grandfather had related
(ie--t'{fhmgs to him of the great “ C.B.” The Presi-
'v,,l(] © sul>Porting the motion said that the Executive
tittin, | O in its power to make the Centenary a
'he  i°lle>and would contribute a sum of money to
InP. tbUxary Committee— the exact amount to he
mE“ «'»ta-.
uas then carried.
garner in moving :(—

Act*'.,a* w lile welcoming the new Sunday Cinema
lay as a recognition of the principle of a free Sun-
fins Conference demands the abolition of all
rian restrictions, and draws special atten-

cliin to 10 hngnity °f closing playgrounds for

j QCD Al Sundays.”

V  't(i some of the things his own Branch had
"p m this matter. On one occasion it drew
“ifejji ' distributed from house to house 5,000
Mr. JjIs in defence of Sunday Cinema opening.
rii] ‘'l"ers (Bradford) seconded, and Mr. Savory
°Peujn Ut °ne reason for the opposition to

eMra " Playgrounds for children on Sunday was the

Mr Crit to Mm ratepayers in providing guardians.
'cre lirgess said he found that the l.abour Party

e P'8'gest opponents of Sunday Cinema opening

because so many of their own political supporters
were Nonconformists. Mrs. Venton said one reason
for the opposition was that so few Freethinkers took
part in public and civic life. Mr. Brighton gave his
experiences in Durham, and Mr. Easterbrook, Miss
Moore and Dr. Carmichael, took part in the dis-
cussion, and it was finally decided to delete all before
the words “ this Conference.” The motion was then
carried, and the meeting adjourned for lunch.

Afternoon Session.

On the Conference resuming, Mr. Wishart put the
following motion :—

“ That in view of the serious threat to, and actual
suppression of Freedom of thought and speech in
Europe this Conference re-affirms its faith in the
democratic principles laid down in the Society’s
Principles and Objects.”

He did so with great satisfaction on behalf of his
own Branch, and he thought it was necessary in this
Centenary Year to reaffirm our Principles and Objects.
The N.S.S. was the premier organization of its kind
in Britain, and the forces of reaction were gathering
strength and were doing their best to suppress free-
dom. He was sorry to add that, in his opinion, there
were many people who ought to be democratic, and
who even called themselves Atheists, who were op-
posed to freedom and Freethought. They seemed to
believe that it was necessary to fight Theism merely
because a belief in God was opposed to their own par-
ticular political creed. They7 openly advocated force
and anti-democratic measures. He himself put it that
a statement of genuine democracy was a statement of
Freethought throughout its historic career. Our great
principle was Freethought, and the N.S.S. should
stand for that principle now as it has done throughout
its history.

Mr. A. B. Moss seconded. Mr. Bedborough thought
we ought to delete the word “ democratic ” from the
resolution, and moved this as an amendment. In the
discussion, which followed, Miss Moore and Messrs.
W erry-EasterbrOOk, Ebury and Bowers took part.
The amendment was lost and the motion was carried.

Mr. Corrigan spoke to Motion 13 :—

“ That this Conference re-affirms its adherence to a
non-political programme.”

He thought that such a resolution was the best
means of avoiding political party entanglements. It
was obvious that members of the N.S.S. could not
agree on everything, and we had to face the opposition
of a political party which was definitely atheistical. lie
thought we should do well to remember the fate of the
“ lady of Niger,” and he deprecated the advice of
those members who were advocating a working
arrangement with any political party. Mr. Suther-
land seconded. Mr. Walton proposed an amendment

that instead of the words “ a non-political pro-
gramme,” we substitute “ to party political neutral-
ity.” Mr. G. Whitehead seconded and Mr. Goodman

asked how could we be absolutely7 neutral in political
questions ?

The President pointed out we were bound to touch
some political questions— as for example the Blas-
phemy7 Laws or Secular Education. Miss Moore asked
what exactly was meant by7 “ political ” ? Were secu-
lar questions political ? And Dr. Carmichael insisted
that many phrases differently worded really meant the
same. He thought we should consider the Motion in
the light of current events. After Mr. Collins had also
spoken the Chairman took the vote, and the amend-
ment was lost. The Motion was then carried.

No. 14 was moved by Mr. G. F. Green :—

“ That this Conference instructs the Executive to
appoint forthwith a representative Committee to
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draft a new set of “ Principles and Objects,” which
shall be presented to the next Annual Conference
for consideration.”

He said that the fight for Freethought was in reality
a fight against dogmas. In this fight the Church has
been beaten again and again, but this did not in
reality weaken her as she now employed two further
weapons in the struggle, namely, economic and politi-
cal weapons. The fight therefore had been shifted
and our “ Principles and Objects” had to be framed
on different lines to harmonize more with current
events, and to widen the scope for the admission of
new members. Mr. Green thought we could shed the
old Principles and Objects without disaster, and
pressed the Conference to allow their change to be at
least considered. We wanted a set of Objects which
should be lucid, blunt and not redundant, and as he
had the interest of the movement at heart, he hoped
the discussion would be carried on without rancour.

Miss Moore seconded and Mr. Wishart proposed an
amendment. He thought the resolution should give
some idea of the suggested alterations to the proposed
committee, and he felt that if the two last paragraphs
of the Principles and Objects were deleted the case
was well met. Mr. Green seemed to him to have
spoken very vaguely throughout, and he would have
liked some clear indication of what was in his mind.

Mr. Green replied that he would have been only too
glad to speak at length on the question as he was
bursting with’ ideas, but he thought he already had
clearly indicated something of what he had in mind in
the Freethinker of April 2r. Miss Moore said that
Mr. Green assumed everybody at the Conference
would have read his article in the Freethinker, and it

surely was obvious what their objective was. She felt
that it was not the place for the N.S.S. to combat
everything, and she wanted particular attention

drawn to two points : (i) Those things should be with-
drawn from the N.S.S. Principles and Objects on
which there was disagreement among the members.
For example, she herself disagreed with Utilitarian-
ism;, and many disagreed with her methods of abolish-
ing war. (2) We ought to have inside the N.S.S.
only people who are agreed to fight for Freethought.

The President in a few words pointed out that he
was by no means opposed to re-wording our Principles
and Objects to bring them in line with current
thought and ideas, if on consideration this was
found necessary, and Messrs. Morris (Wembley),
Bedborougli, Goldman and Easterbrook also took part
in the discussion, the chief point of which was whether
we were wise in delegating the drafting of new Prin-
ciples and Objects to a Committee, the constitution of
which we knew so little.

Finally the Chairman reminded members that the
present Principles and Objects were not the original
ones, but had been re-drafted by G. W. Foote to make
them clearer and more in harmony with the thought
of his day. He felt that a good deal of the discussion
would have been obviated had Mr. Green been less
vague, and had he read out his Freethinker article to
the Conference. Obviously Mr. Green wants to re-
strict our Principles and Objects in one sense and
widen them in another. But the question of the Com-
mittee and its responsibility can be safely left to the
Executive. The resolution was then carried.

Mr. Morris moved

“ That this Conference again enters its strong pro-
test against the teaching of religion in State-sup-
ported schools as being unjust to a very large sec-
tion of the community and to the teachers, and ad-
vises the formation of local committees for the pur-
pose of organizing supporters of Secular Education
for the withdrawal of children from religious instruc-
tion in accordance with the Education Act.”
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And after the President had impressed upon
bers the importance of the latter part of the 1
lution, and brief speeches were delivered by
Werry-Easterbrook and Mr. Walton the motion
carried.

In moving ed

“ That having in mind the importance oi .gclat
communication between the peoples of 1
countries this Conference urges upon Bntis rdjn
thinkers the importance of a study of EsPe’
which is increasingly used by many Movement>
professions.

Mr. Wishart said there was general agreement #a;
international auxiliary language was adwsabl%
for this purpose none was suited so well as

anto. It had been adopted all over the world an
lereasing in popularity and usefulness. , te
Mr. Clayton on practical grounds, secou
motion. As a teacher of Esperanto of many
standing, he thought it was a tragedy people e
not understand each other at Conferences abroa
Motion carried. . wi
Speaking on the Motion by Fulham and T
Branch :— e

(@ “ That the whole time of the Confere'nj.
given up to the discussion of resolutions UJ
by Branches and members.”

Mr. Bryant said that it looked as if we shoum in L.
future be obliged to hold an Evening Session |
through all our business. He suggested that the' ~
papers generally read in the afternoon should a ™
read, as they were always printed in the Fred 1
Members could read them in that paper, H1'
michael seconded and the motion was carried.
Oon :— tlic
(b) ** That in the opinion of this ConferQ®ju
time has arrived when the N.S.S. should c
trate its efforts on the election to Parlian'U (it
members willing to promote the principles
Secular Movement.”

Mr. Bryant said there was no need to ampnp(t’Ie
motion which was then seconded by Mr.
Easterbrook and carried.

Motion No 18 :- it

" That this Conference urges upon all eu”c”efS
public life to (1) Uphold the rights of Freet',¢jtri
wherever they are threatened. (2) Protest
special privileges for religion wherever tbcl jJ&Ck
or are proposed. (3) Affirm their own adlier
Freethought wherever possible.”

was introduced by Mr. Savory, who showed

much clerical influence there was in political a’'u »

elections. Mr. Moss seconded and the moti
carried. .
No. T9, advocating the publication of bo° ffe
Of,

children intended to counteract the influence
ligion, and No. 20, asking for a pamphlet
ivith the case of Francesco Ferrer were carrie

Mr. Burgess moved :—
@ “ That this Conference strongly P~ tic
against the autocratic and unfair policy 1
B.B.C. with regard to its Sunday program'l
He felt that Freethinkers were not taking the T1
seriously enough. He gave some striking )

details of the strongly religious influence &H8 &
the B.B.C.. and urged that we should do all
power to combat the evil." In seconding, M u*3 "ail
said we ought to suggest to the B.B.C. a talk
Bradlaugh. The President pointed out that the
censorship of the B.B.C. made any such ~N-
lprobable. He was absolutely opi>osed to the &
censorship, and said that even if the B.
sented to a talk about Bradlaugh, they would ta



to select some one who would agiec- qUi§ be

perfectly innocuous and useless speech ia

of little value to Freethought. out
As the'time of the Conference was e

Motions 2i and 22, as being uon-controversrai

carried without discussion.

On Motion 23 :— fre t™at
“That the Executive be instructed to ar S
at least one page per week be guca ,
thinker to be devoted to Branch repor

Ihe President said that the pages of the Freethinker
werealways at thé serviee 8f the §8€i@f}yg gnd indeed

generally Brangh and Society news appearadsm read
“ §ﬁ83|: BIFHH% ” column, which was oi re.
Part of the paper. He was afraid that ap »
Ports, all saying the same thing, as most
gpubstance, would not make very in ere

. ri{SSecretaries would try and write

o room could be found for them. He had tried
J Unacolumn of « gociety News,” but Secretaries
“cre not attentive enough to keep' iHUp colugpnigUpe

bright

plied with material. He would see permission
dore in the matter. Mr. Morris then as' ,, granches
*? alter the wording of the resolution activitieSj>
srould be urged to send in news of tn that
"hich was carried. Mr. Brighton then drcuU.

the Executive’s Annual Report be printed

t'lie time of the Conference having morn t~

lured, the President thanked those pie efjngs,
attendance, and the interest shownm 11 1
a'd declared the Conference at an em . H.C.

King Amuses Himself.

Extract from an Historical Document.
I the veri. )
"Mahed to*1 1&So Carles 1l. of Austria, King of Spain,

then . >e Present at an Auto general da fe. He was
No,, J? 7 ears old.

al ldas'?’ 0 @&rmiento of Valladares, Bishop of Oviedo

"ahinet JJUa' koyal Counsellor and Member of the

t°r-Gen ’ltInff the minority of the Prince, and Inquisi-
teUiig j-j °1 the Kingdom, welcomed this idea of the
I"ere and promised to inform him as soon as

This ,, as got together a good collection of o ence
All °DP°rtunity soon occurred. 1
o Anrii'C | r'hutials worked feverishly, an > 1
anea ,alarge number of trials had been cone u >
the S f yrdarge «umber of heretics had been taken fro
Dan?1" of the Inquisition in Madrid, Toledo and other

. o b.-a* . « - ««*E
fixin 1slloultl take place in Madrid and in his presence,

A« * 3oth June as the most suitable date as being
n ration of Saint Paul. There now commenced
Horten 1)"1 at dusk large mourning coaches,

. J ,SIdiers an‘l Priests- .
,‘||’\rarcl wi, e .guessed what they contained and looked

.iMspQrti' 1toy to the 30th June. Tliese coaches were
. kiug,”Ng offenders from the most distant tribunals of
>a,d at tiIn 50 the great bon-fire which was being pre-
"V'ted jn? ‘°°t of Charles Il. throne. The theatre was
1 @>nor] hlaza Mayor; a solemn procession took
.nl iticlm?Q 1° ann°unce the proximity of the Auto,
» It fOllces were granted to those who would be
VThe ¢lea .
1.'Begas €? ro>Prepared in a few days by Eon Fernando
jg,,'a* superb. it consisted of a platform 13 feet
q?CGi(le] , °ng and roo wide. Two lofty perrons
tri °ftende® 11’ Vais ior tl,e corporations; cages for
1'"rials fTS; tables for the secretaries; pulpits and
A'nt«S ,.°r the priests; altars for the religious cere-
g (4" forf et buffets for the Inql_Jisitors who
gna the 9ry, aiul shelters for the soldiers who had
condemned. No armed force whatever was

prepared to intimidate and subdue the populace, for it
was known that they would not be indignant, but, on
the contrary, would be greatly amused by the Auto da Fe.

The bonfire was prepared in the Puerta de Fuencarrel,
about three hundred paces from the wall. It is still easy
at the present time to find the spot.

At three o’clock in the afternoon on the eve of the
great day a large procession set out which lasted until
midnight. The offenders were given supper, and the
Holy Tribunal assembled in order to keep vigil until the
following morning.

A faggot of wood was presented to Charles Il. The
King showed it to the Queen, and after having held it
in their hands for some time, they gave it to the Duke of
Pastrana, recommending that it should be the first to be
thrown on the pyre.

In the meantime the offenders were notified of their
fate in the following style :—

“ Brother (Brother!) Your case has been examined and
discussed with persons very learned in letters and
science, and your offences have been found so serious and
of such a wicked character that, as a punishment and
example for others, you have been sentenced to die to-
morrow ; prepare yourselves and get ready; and in order
that you may be able to do so in a proper manner, two
priests will remain with you.”

This intimation was made to twenty-three of the con-
demned. At three o’clock in the morning the offenders
were dressed. At five o’clock they breakfasted. They
were then formed in a procession. There were eighty-
six. There were in addition a further thirty-four in
effigy, these having either died or being fugitives from
justice. The effigies which represented the dead bore in
their arms the bones of those they represented.

Of the 86 living offenders, 21 wore the “ sanbenito.”
They were those condemned to ‘‘ relajar,” that is to say,
die. There were two missing from the “ 23” announced
on the programme; but this was due to the fact that on
this same morning the penalty of death on two women
had been commuted in return for certain revelations
which had been made to the Inquisition.

Of the twenty-one condemned to the flames, twelve
were handcuffed and gagged. There were six women
amongst them. The ages of these women were : 30, 24,
52, 43, 60, 21 years. Their crime consisted in being of
the Jewish faith.

The ages of the men were : 26, 25, 52, 65, 30, 35, 34, 33,
36, 24, 38, 33, 38, 27, 28 years.

Some were doctors, the greater number merchants, and
almost all Portuguese. Their crime: being of the
Jewish faith.

Of these twenty-one destined to be burned, there were
some who would first suffer the penalty of being gar-
roted; others would be burnt alive.

I11 addition, thirty-two of the thirty-four referred to
were to be burnt in effigy. Twenty-two of them repre-
sented fugitives. The remaining ten had died in the
secret dungeons of the Inquisition.

Those sentenced to public disgrace and to be whipped
through the streets numbered six, including two women,
both aged thirty-four years. The men were : a crippled
tailor who had asked for alms; a herdsman who had
married twice, for which he was to receive two hundred
lashes and be banished for ten years, five of them rowing
in the galleys.

Those condemned to banishment and imprisonment for
life numbered twenty, twelve of them being women.
Their ages were : 18, 39, 40, 34, 30, 14, 25, 50, 76, 17, 25
years.

Behind the offenders followed a very long procession,
composed of the Corporations, Authorities, etc., which
passed through the principal streets of Madrid amidst an
immense crowd which gave loud demonstrations of joy.

At nine o’clock the procession arrived at the Plaza
Mayor, and the ceremonies commenced. Mass was per-
formed, followed by a sermon. At four o’clock the sent-
ences of the condemned were read out, and they were at
once conducted to the stake.

The King remained in the square until the other sent-
ences had been carried out.

There followed exorcism, recantations, conjurations.
Afterwards the Veni Creator, etc., was sung.
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According to the document we quote, Charles
trembled from time to time.

At half past nine at night Mass was concluded.

His Majesty asked the Inquisitors if he had still to re-
main there. He was told “ No,” and he at once re-
turned to his palace. He had been twelve hours on the
balcony without eating, without speaking, without mov-
ing, like a corpse.

But the Inquisition had not yet finished; there com-
menced a new procession which lasted all night.

As for those condemned to death, there remained
nothing but a heap of cinders near the Puerta de Fuen-
carral.

D. Pedro A. De Alarcon (Translated by J.R.)

A Christian Murderer.

Students of that strange thing, the “ religious con-
science ” may find food for thought in the facts which
this article embodies. True, it is but an isolated in-
stance, taken as it stands from the old records, but
there can be little doubt that similar cases could easily
be found by anyone who cared to pursue the study with
care.

Early in 1766 William Whittle, a Lancashire man, was
arrested for the murder of his wife and two children, and
on April 5 of that year was hanged. That is a very
commonplace crime, but what makes the matter of in-
terest to us to-day is the reason which he gave, in evi-
dence, for its commission.

He was a Roman Catholic, and his wife a Protestant.
That was the beginning of the trouble. And he came
under the influence of a very strong-minded and ruthless

priest. This man told Whittle that he would be damned
for marrying a heretic. So that he conceived the idea of
murder.

@

“ But why,” he was asked in court, murder your
innocent children? They had done nothing to deserve
it.”

His reply was that the mother had taken them to the
church of the heretics, so that they also would have been
damned if he had not killed them. But now that they
were dead they would be in purgatory, and would get to
heaven in time.

This is a very interesting case for the student, but,
this is not all. He was attended at his execution by the
prison chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Rogers, and soon after the
execution Mr. Rogers received the following anonymous
letter, which is the most beautiful example of Christian
charity possible to imagine :—

Sir,—1 make bold to acquaint you that your house, and
every clergyman’s that’'s in the town (Lancaster), or
any black son of a bitch like you—for you are nothing
but damned souls—if William Whittle, that worthy man,
hangs up ten days, you may fully expect to be blown to
damnation.

As to whether or how far the threat was carried out
history remains silent. The whole transaction is a grim
example of the way in which the human mind may be
twisted and perverted by the tenets of intolerant re-
ligion.

John Rowland.

Correspondence.

N.S.S. PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.
TO the Editor of the “ Freethinker."

Sir—In reply to Mr. Ready, | regret that he has
selected a phrase of his own, and regardless of its context,
given it a meaning that it did not at first clearly bear, in
order to make it agree with a phrase which | suggested as
the correct one. Then, for the sake of a mere verbal vic-
tory, lie charges me with distorting his meaning.

I may misunderstand a writer’'s meaning, especially
when his phrasing is indefinite, but 1 am not in the habit
of distorting and, in this case, only desired a straight-
forward answer to the question raised by me.

E. Ecerton .Stafford.
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LONDON,
INDOOR. Red LA
South Puck IJthicai, Society (Conway I—faﬁl,
Square, W.C.i) : 11.0, C. Delisle Burns, M.A-j
“ Reason and Emotion.”
OUTDOOR. .
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park,
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. L. Ebury—“Humanity’s Nee O
thought.” , gdp

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone P°n >~ c
stead) : 11.30, Mr. C. Tuson. Highbury Corner, 8 g(
Tuson, Sunday, June 18. South Hill Park, Hampse ’'gQ

Monday, June 19, Mr. L. Ebury, Highbury Porn ’

Thursday, June 22, Mr. C. Tuson. o, 19
South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Par n Qd

Sunday, June 18, Air. L. Ebury. Cock Pond, rinig31

Town, 8.0, Wednesday, June 21, Mr. H. S. Smith,
Junction, 8.0, Friday, June 23, Mr. F. P. Corrigan- _ jjeg
W est Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside the Technical
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. Saphin. cu(@r
West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : i20, ™ p
June 18, Mr. B. A. Le Maine. 3.30, Platform 1, MesSrs
Howell-Smith, B.A. and Bryant. Platform 2, B. A. i
6.30, Platform 1, Messrs. Tuson and Bryant. P«jit
Messrs. Saphin and Hyatt. Wednesday, June -'j; G
Messrs. Tuson and Le Maine. Thursday, June 22, 73°'jgR
Saphin. Friday, June 23, 7.30, Messrs. Bryant and be
The Freethinker and other literature can be obtains i
and after the meetings of Mr. Dunn outside the
Bayswater Road.

COUNTRY.
indoor.
, st. Pl
Oxford Branch N.S.S. Discussion Circle The Ei'"
Street, Oxford) : 7.0, Mr. N. O’Leary-Curtis-
ciples and Objects of the N.S.S.”
outdoor. o

Accrington Market, 7.0, Sunday, June 18, Air. J "Nr J

Brikrfikld (Quaker Bridge) : 3.0/ Sunday, June
Clayton. _nQ

Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level, Brighton) '
R. H. Rosetti, A Lecture.

*

Chester-le-Street (Bridge End) : 7.30, Friday:
Mr. J. T. Brighton. WAIE'
Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive oppos>te 'j V
Baths) : 8.0, Sunday, June 18, Messrs. C. McKelvie R

vShortt. Grierson Street, Monday, June 19, H. L'ttL g/
Robinson. Corner of High Park Street and Par j jit
Thursday, June 22, A. Jackson and E. S. Wollen. -

p.m. Current Freethinkers OU sale at all meetings-
Lumb-in-Rosendale (near 'Bus Terminus) : 7-3?". ,
June 16, Mr. J. Clayton, local Vicar to be in opposI*” jptl
Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Platt Fields, Platt Lan ’
ehester) : 6.30, Mr. W. H. Sissons (Bolton), A Lectnn J *
Newecastle Secular Society (Town Moor) : 7.3° ¥

Brighton and Mr. F. Bradford.

Seaham Harbour (Church Street, 7.30, Saturday Ji'e
Mr. J. T. Brighton. 70

South Shields (Pier Head near Marine Park) -
nesdav, June 21, Air. J. T. Brighton. 0

Sunderland Branch N.S.S.
Alan Flanders.
Worsthorne, 7.45, Tuesday, June 20, Air. J. Clayl0 '

(Lambton Street) : 7'

State

“ ; ” Pl
Comic Sermons. Tarnfioll
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National Secular Society
President:
CHAPMAN COHEN.
Secretary;

H. Rosetti, 62 Farringdon Street, London.

EC.a.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJEOTI.

Q ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be base
V. di reason and knowledge. It knows “othl“f
Mnre guidance or interference; it excludes P
élirai hopes and fears; it regards happiness as mans
Proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.
Secularism affirms that Progress is onlY PO®*
‘t Traugh Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty.
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest
471 freedom of thought, action, and speech.
Secularism declares that theology is condemned vy
«ou as superstitious, and by experience as *“
h'ev’us, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.
Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition, to
Pread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationaliz
S allty; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend
of ntlal WeU-being; and to realize the self-go\e
Al the people. , .
he Funds of the National Secular Society are lega y
Trp'red bY Trust Deed. The trustees are the Presiden ,
reasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others
Pol°mted by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
e f 6 guarantee for the proper expenditure of wha
Z funds the Society has at its disposal.
The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone
10desires to benefit the Society by legacy
1 hereby give and bequeath (Here insert Partlcul" s
free of all death duties, to the Trustees oftbe

National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Lnny peraon is eligible as a member on signing the
°llo» *g declaration . -

1 desire to join the National Secular Society, end 1

hedge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate
r’nioting its objects

AQATESS ..ttt

Occupation

bated this...... day of..oeeiiiii
A * declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
p  Ascription.

«er,, BeVond a minimum of Two Shillings per year
toJ mxrber is left to fix his own subscription according
“reans and interest in the cause.

[ ]
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and Its Fruits
y a . d

2d.
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i
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Pamphlets.

By G W. FOOTE.

The Philosophy of Secularism.
Price 2d., postage y2d.

Bible and Beer.
Price 2d., postage y2d.

Voltaire’'s Philosophical Dictionary.
Vol. 1., 128 pp., with Fine Covet Portrait,
and Preface by Chapman Cohan.

Price 6d., postage id.

The Jewish Life of Christ.

Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or Book of
the Generation of Jesus. With an Historical
Preface and Voluminous Notes. By G. W.
Foots and J. M. Wheel*».

Price 6d., postage rad.
By CHAMAN COHEN.

'God and Man.
An Essay in Common Sense and Natural
Morality.
Price 2d., postage yd.
OWoman and Christianity.
The Subjection and Exploitation of a Sex.
Price is., postage id.
Socialism and the Churohes.
Price 3d., postage y2d.
Creed and Character.
The Influence of Religion on Racial Life.
Price 4d., postage id. Published at 6d.
Blasphemy.
A Plea for Religious Equality4
Price 3d., postage id.
Does Man Survive Death?
Is the Belief Reasonablet Verbatim Report
of a Discussion between Horace Leaf and
Chapman Cohen.

3 Price 4d., postage y2d. Published at 7d.

[iThe Foundations of Religion |

BY

1 CHAPMAN COHEN. ji
| Paper . Ninepence 1}
f Postage id. t
\] The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. J
_ *
,.cf
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|
| UPASAKA i

| Price—ONE SHILLING.
| The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E-C.4. J

Postage— One Penny |
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