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Views and Opinions.
q i&cipie an(j  p ractjcei

Rradb  ̂ whole the attitude of the press towards the 
liot ' auSh Centenary has not been bad. True it has 
Wot 1 f 1Ven a  ̂ the publicity that we Freethinkers 
We V *lave desired, but we must bear in mind that 
cu 1Ve ln England, and in this country it is not the 
Atli°-U1 to ĉ ° anything that will bring an avowed 
to iClSt Pronhnently before the public. The rule is 
his i'U01t’ ^'s -Atheism, and to stress other aspects of 
a C(Care?r’ 0T even to offer an insult by way of paying 
Qhr^h’hment by saying that the Atheist was almost a 
0r ls lan, or was a Christian without knowing it, 
Clik '1* 3S K0°d as many Christians. This kind of 
hisup1311 ttacs to save ^ie character of the Atheist by 
type !11£ his intelligence; for men of the Bradlaugh 
helil knew Christianity, their rejection of it was 
hi'a nei'ate anh based upon the most solid of grounds. 
cjla auSh did not disbelieve in a God because of the 
he u Cter tnany who believed in one, but because 
ableVlle'V that such' a belief was intellectually unten- 
lie ' ch(l not disbelieve in Christianity because 
ha(i'VaS °hended by some Christians, but because he 

the claims of Christianity and dismissed 
as worthless. And Christians who desire to

them

lt^ lh« r tribute to the memory of the man might at 
pert. it without tempering their praise with im- 

^uiieiice.

euri am 11C|t now, however, concerned with this 
actj(>n'S Way of praising Bradlaugh, but with the 
iUg ^  hfr. Arnold Lunn with regard to the meet- 
arr;i  ̂llch the Bradlaugh Centenary Committee has 
haul, C *° take place in London on Saturday, Sep- 
o\v '
Eu

^ a r b

vvV!1 1 24, in a hall in the Euston Road which is 
Lilr,a ,:>y the Society of Friends. The other day Mr. 

Was preaching in a Church at Oxford, and a
C ^ '^ e d  report of the sermon appears in the 
tli0 1 fifties for May 5. The passage that concerns 

'adlaugh Centenary runs as follows : —
have seen a notice to the effect that the head- 

Rc>arte-rS the Society of Friends in the Euston 
aa is to be placed at the disposal of those who are

celebrating the centenary of Bradlaugh, the great 
Victorian Atheist, who devoted his life not only to 
the destruction of Christianity, but to the destruc­
tion of Theism. Unless the Quakers unite in protest 
against this reunion with Atheism we shall reluct­
antly have to conclude that the inner light is guiding 
their present leaders to the outer darkness.

Let me take, first of all Mr. Lunn’s presentation of 
the facts. Freethinkers will not expect him to be 
fair to them, but he might at least act with justice to­
wards his Christian friends. One would imagine that 
the Society of Friends had suddenly awrakened to the 
greatness of Bradlaugh and were thinking of throw­
ing in their lot with the National Secular Society, a 
Society which was founded by Bradlaugh, and to 
which he gave his services during his life. The state­
ment that the society had placed its hall at the dis­
posal of the Bradlaugh Committee is true only in the 
sense that a bootmaker places his boots at the disposal 
of his customers after they have bought and paid for 
them. The Society of Friends happens to own a hall 
which it lets for public meetings to all sorts of people 
with all sorts of opinions on religion and politics. It 
is in no way responsible for the opinions expressed, 
and is in no way identified with them. The build­
ing is not even a Church, and so cannot be accused of 
infringing the primitive taboo against the profane 
handling of “  sacred ”  buildings or objects. There 
is no possible objection to the Society letting the 
building for the purpose of a public meeting which is 
to pay tribute to the memory of a great man and a 
great reformer. It is a case of letting a public hall 
for a public purpose.

* * *
Lunn and Liberty.

What then has Mr. Luun in mind when he speaks 
of a letting of the hall to the Bradlaugh Committee 
as involving a reunion of the Society of Friends with 
Atheism, and calling upon members of that Society to 
raise a united protest. Perhaps he thinks
that lie may be able to get the Society to break 
the legal contract into which they have entered. I 
do not think lie will succeed in this. That is not the 
nature of the Society of Friends. It is far more likely 
that Mr. Lunn thinks it inadvisable to let the char­
acter and the work of Bradlaugh be known more than 
is inevitable. He thinks that Christians should con­
tinue the persecution of Freethinkers dead as well as 
living, and that so far as is possible the public should 
know as little as possible of Freethinkers and their 
aims, save as they are presented in the garbled and 
untrustworthy accounts furnished by Mr. Lunn and 
his friends. It is quite certain that if Mr. Lunn had 
the control of the hall in question it would never have 
been let to the Committee, and it follows that if Mr. 
Lunn had the control of all the halls in the country 
Freethinkers would never be allowed to use any of 
them. His bigotry extends so far as it has oppor-
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tunities for its exercise. He believes the best way to 
meet Freethought is by the policy of suppression. Do 
not let anyone listen to it if it can bo prevented. 
Suppression and boycott are the best weapons to 
use against Freethinking criticisms of Christianity, 
and in this respect one must admit that Mr. Eunn is 
following the example of historic Christianity. He 
has himself tried debating with at least one Free­
thinker who may be credited with knowing the case 
for Freethought, and he would be unwise to make 
many essays of that kind. So he, in substance, 
comes back to the advice given by a very pious king 
of France that the only way to argue with an un­
believer is to plunge a sword into his belly. The 
times will not permit Mr. Lunn to do this, but the 
weapons of boycott and suppression are still available, 
and he would use these as far as he can. There is no 
questioning the fact that Mr. Lunn is a very good 
Christian, and this serves only to illustrate what I 
have so often said, namely, the better the Christian 
the worse the man, the better the man the worse the 
Christian. I repeat, I do not think that his outburst 
will have any influence with the Society of Friends. 
Alone among Christian bodies they have never been 
guilty of persecution. Probably when Mr. Lunn re­
flects upon this he may say as the Scotch lady did 
when she was told, after rebuking a man for breaking 
the Sabbath, that “  Our Lord ”  plucked corn on the 
Sabbath Day. “  Ah well,”  she replied, “  perhaps he 
did, but I dinna think the mair on him for doing it.”  

* * *

Bradlaugh and his Age.
I am inclined to think that what Mr. Lunn fears is 

that the occasion of Bradlaugh’s Centenary may be 
utilized to further the Freethought cause. If that is 
so I will so far flatter his Sherlock Holmes propen­
sity by saying that this should certainly be one of its 
consequences. More, I confess that, so far as I am 
concerned, it is the main cause of the part I have 
taken in the proceedings. The Bradlaugh Centenary 
is not a mere birthday party, having no interest to 
anyone beyond the family circle. It is a commemor­
ation of a circumstance which is common to every 
Tom, Dick and Harry that was ever born, in order 
to emphasize the work done by a particular person, 
and to bring home to a wider circle the value of that 
work to the whole of the community. Every human 
being either has or will achieve a centenary, but 
every human will not have the same claim to the 
attention of his fellows at the end of a century as 
Bradlaugh has. The occasion should be a gigantic 
advertisement of the social and intellectual value of 
the principles for which Bradlaugh stood. And it 
will be if the Freethinkers of the country act as they 
ought to act. Bradlaugh in his life acted as inspira­
tion for many thousands. In his death that inspira­
tion should still be made evident. It is the one way 
in which we can realize the social function of what 
the cowardice of traditional Christianity has named 
the King of Terrors.

But the justification, so far as the general public is 
concerned, rests upon a consideration of wider con­
tent. This is, that Bradlaugh’s work as a Free­
thinker was of great benefit not merely to those who 
consciously accepted his teaching, but also to those 
who repudiated it. He turned thousands of 
Christians into Freethinkers. He also humanized 
very many more thousands of Christians who still re­
tained the traditional name and professed belief in 
the traditional doctrines. It is idle to assume that 
the humanizing of Christian doctrines, and the toning 
down of the crude and brutal teachings of early nine­
teenth century Christianity are to be placed wholly 
to the credit of either Bradlaugh, or to the band of

splendid workers in the Freethought Movement. Bu 
there is no question that their work was a very 1U1' 
portant, if not a dominant item in the change, &  
that among these no name stands higher than that 0 
Bradlaugh. And among those who have benefited J 
the life of Bradlaugh is Mr. Lunn himself— that is  ̂
I am not doing him an injustice in assuming that ’ 
has repudiated the crude views of religion held by 1 
immediate ancestors. The work of Paine, Car' e’ 
Owen, Hetherington, Watson, Holyoake, BradlaUfH 
Foote and scores of other men and women, al 
whom aimed at educating the ordinary man con3fr” 
ing the truth and social incidence of religious be ie ’ 
so changed the general atmosphere that it l51202 , 
possible for men in the higher walks of life to 
more than they otherwise would have dared to sa,̂  
And in turn this had an inevitable reaction on 
Christian Churches and on individual Chrish33 
They began to admit as true what they had previous 
denounced. It took well over a century of 33 
fighting for responsible Christians to admit the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, the compos’  ̂
character of the Bible, the brutality of the Chrisĥ  
teaching of eternal torment, and the truth ab° 
the ‘ ‘ sacred scriptures.”  Orthodoxy never advance 
by weight of its own impetus. It moves only " ' 
it is kicked. Every one of the existing orthodox1 
among ‘ ‘advanced” Christians was a heresy of yeSif 0$ $day. Religion is as incapable of purifying ltsen . 
foul drain is incapable of cleansing itself in the 
sence of the introduction of some new agent.

ab-

A Greatness that is Above Creeds.
But Mr. Lunn, I am pleased to say, is not col« 

pletely representative of either British public me« 
of the better type of Christian. For among these « ’ 
recognized by many that, quite apart from the P^ 
ticular opinions held by Bradlaugh, there was ««’ 
in him that a country can only despise, or lightly ^  
gard, at its peril. Bradlaugh brought to his W°rK ‘
combination of personal energy, personal integrib’ 
courage, clarity of mind, singleness and persisted;, 
of purpose, and oratorical power such as 
seldom found in a single individual. 
are valuable social qualities in any s°cie 
that developes a sane sense of values, and 
all who can look through the word or the 
to the man beyond. Fearlessness and honesty jj_ 
thought are not yet so common with us in any 
of life that we can afford to ignore such q«flb 
where they exist, or connive at the SUpP1.^ 
sion of those who manifest them. BradlaP# r 
opinions on religion and politics may be matters 
discussion, but there is 110 room for discussion 3 f

was far above sod3

to
tio3

of

til«the value of the man who
financial bribes, and who was ready to brave 
strength of vested interests and the malignity \ 
trenched superstition in the name of opPre^at 
humanity. When every deduction has been made 
it is possible to make, Bradlaugh stands unqueSî’t >> 
ably a great man. The “  great Victorian Atbeia t 
ranks as one to whom worthy men of widely di«e ^

"ri1views may justly unite to give honour. But Mr-
is evidently a better and a truer Christian than e'. >, 
lie thinks he is. He belongs to that historic C« j
ïamty which is responsible for some of the bl«c
pages in European history, which lives by the i#? ^ 
ance of the crowd and battens upon the superstd11.̂ , 
of whole peoples. It followed Bradlaugh vvitb^j 
discriminating hatred from his boyhood onward, -t 
drove him to an early grave, but with his lio f '"   ̂
unbroken and the promise of ultimate victory to c 
his closing years.

C hapman CoilE‘ '



THE FREETHINKER 307
May 14 1933

The Oxford Group Movement.

Í ' X'n Afferent forms of what isism
lishrn

. is called “  Protestant­
ranging from the Kensitites within the estab- 

uent to tlie British Israelites outside it, have 
ourislied in England since the Reformation, dliis 
rotestantism is by no means a spent force, but 
’s visibly on the wane. For several decades the re­

gions Press, the monthly reviews, and the public 
"Iterances of a fair proportion of the pastors who 
^rve the “  spiritual ”  interests of the flocks of the 

fiee churches,” have borne ample testimony to this 
act. From time to time, however, leading repre­

sentatives of the various denominations try the effect 
of a revivalist campaign. The present Group Move- 
IUe"t is the latest large-scale enterprise to lally the 
• °"th among all parties and sects in the Protestant 
cjnirches, and it is of interest to Freethinkers as it 
sll0'vs the drift of currents of thought which no 
Fnver in England or elsewhere can possibly stem.

Our two oldest universities which, according to 
John Stuart Mill, “  formerly seemed to exist mainly 
1)1 Hie suppression of independent thought, are 

Applying many of the pioneers in the present cam- 
Paign. The Oxford Group Movement is only one 
Sccti°n of a wider movement. It is not officially eon- 
llected with the University, but the choice of the 
name is significant. The ancient seat of learning, 
"hose motto is, “  The Lord is my light,”  has always 
)een a stronghold of some form of religious activity. 
Preferably, of course, a highly cultured form of 
n'lglican orthodoxy. But the group movement asso- 
"latefi with Cambridge University owes its origin to a 
number of Methodist students, several of whom were 
Preparing for the ministry— not for holy orders.
. Mr- A. J. Russell’s book, For Sinners Only, gives a
detailed account of the Oxford Group Movement, has
tin

had a circulation of more than 100,000. Many
"its in it are suggestive signs of the times. It eui 

' ’"sizes that Christianity is not to be identified with 
’er-worldistn, that it is not even mainly concerned 

"di other-worldism. “  We have no abiding city 
,lerc'’ ’ Perhaps not; but the ordinary man and

ah
city >>are becoming mucli more interested in this
0llt v.diile they are here than in speculating 

S'on • "  'eie lhey will spend eternity. Again, conver­
ge ai'S mulerstood by all revivalists hitherto is not 
say ajUl °^the Movement. Mr. Russell has more to 
*>ms „ ut “  winning disciples”  than about “ saving 
temp0r abh and prayer, too, seem to be under a 
ary j tlly cloud. They are to be regarded as second­
ed  <?' ,0rs ’u the solution of our modern problems, 
kn0n.‘K' 1 Member is to work actively for the best he 
him]. )e*bre resorting to them. Since we were 

that “  we walk by faith, not by sight,”  we
n*teblearned.
of t, e '<*> rigidly interpreted. 
\\l. . n o u n  w i l l  nnl  n r m i p  (

not b'T ‘ uea that this, like many other texts, must
Moreover, members 

Wes,io'7 Up will not argue. Christ did not argue.
"il agree, I think, that in the combat with 

"over the essential truths”  of Christianity were 
''"ns \vi . ished by argument; but what of the ques- 
"fcrsv 101 centuries formed the staple of contro-
Cm . on cr or, ... x. : __

’fist,

f'ltitfg^J °ther dogmas of the historic faith ?
"’"uts 101111 'be existing welter of religious move- 
"'Ords ""'J discussions can be summed up in a few 

concerning a supernatural creed 
’s beCfJi / 0ster reverence for it, and as for coercion it 

Ii0 "'PR unsuited to the spirit of the age.
f̂fsŵ er i'eili ls file sceptic to be converted, or at least 

S i l f V  By Scripture. “ If any man will do 
'  \\gs ’. 10 shall know of the doctrine.”  As a youth 

"'ays warned that unbelief was itself a very

""long Christians themselves— the nature of 
'ion n lle meaning of sacrifice, grace, predestina-

Wliat

real kind of sin, and that the great abyss lay under­
neath it; but since then I have been frequently told by 
“  liberal ”  Protestants that evolution and the Higher 
Criticism have only strengthened their faith. The 
Oxford Group Movement seems to have a short and 
easy method of disposing of ‘ ‘intellectual difficulties.”  
They “  became irrelevant under the growing convic­
tion of the sins of my own life,”  says one of the mem­
bers in Mr. Russell’s book. Translated into the ver­
nacular of Bill Smith this would serve very well for 
the testimony of a new recruit to the Salvation Army. 
The modifications of theology, due to the progress of 
science and modern thought, have been unnecessary 
from a soul-saving point of view.

Sex is not to be repressed. It is to be sublimated. 
Much that ivas once urged in the way of repression 
was morbid, tainted with a philosophy of life now 
discredited. It is not added, however, that this mor­
bidity in all its repulsiveness came from the New 
Testament. The ideal of a well-balanced life with 
“  nothing in excess ”  is Greek, not Christian.

Writers on the Group Movement vrish to make it 
clear that they are not introducing anything new into 
Christianity, but are really continuing the early 
Christian fellowship. This appeal to the unity of the 
brethren of the apostolic age is curious and instruc­
tive to one who recalls the differences between the 
Petrine and the Pauline factions in the New Testa­
ment, and the contentions of one kind or another 
which have never ceased throughout the history of 
the faith. In the Establishment alone there are at 
least three distinct and more or less hostile parties, 
and this very year the Anglo-Catholics are enthusi­
astically celebrating the centenary of the Tractarian 
Movement, while the Evangelicals are just as acrim­
oniously opposing it. Outside all the “  warring 
sects ”  stands the Roman Catholic Church, with the 
vicar of Christ at her head, offering the one and only 
remedy to “  meet ”  the perils of modern thought. 
She has no new “  arguments ”  to advance, she does 
not need them. “ Return to Mother Church as a pre­
lude to the conversion of the English-speaking world 
to the ancient faith.”  This is her plea, and if it is 
effective there will be an “  end of controversy.”

Complete surrender to the authority of Christ is 
another point insisted upon by the Group. The ex­
hortation is an old one. It has in its time been 
found compatible with slavery and oppressive con­
ditions in industry, to say nothing of the suppression 
of free inquiry into the credentials of this authority. 
This preaching and exhortation is worse than delu­
sive. It adds sanctity to the degrading and unjust 
conditions of social life. A  few weeks ago a Roman 
Catholic bishop in Ireland, addressing his flock, said 
that if some of them were poor and hungry here they 
must remember that the greater would be their re­
ward in heaven— exactly what the Protestant Wilber- 
force said a little more than a hundred years ago. 
There was a time when men and women did sur­
render completely to the authority of Christ. We 
know the sort of product that resulted.

For Sinners Only contains a good deal about 
“ spiritualized scholarship.”  'Members of the Group 
who possess the necessary qualification are to become 
missionaries to bring the results of modern culture to 
“  the man in the street.”  This can hardly be called 
a return to early Christian fellowship, which scorned 
the knowledge and wisdom of the world. Where 
was this “  spiritualized scholarship ”  throughout the 
long centuries when Christianity was “  proving its 
divine origin by the way it spread over Europe?”

In March of the present year a writer in the British 
Weekly said that it is not all to the Church’s discredit 
that the outsider is hostile or indifferent, that some
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reject Christianity, not because they do not under­
stand it, but “  because they do understand and are 
not prepared to pay the price.”  That is profoundly 
true. Some time previously— I think about the time 
when the anti-Jewish crusade in Rumania was at its 
height— this same organ of the sensitive Nonconform­
ist conscience asserted that some people have “  no 
right ”  to be Christians. How often have we said 
the same thing to the reverent agnostics and the 
whole fraternity of those who reject Christianity, 
but “  only intellectually,”  retaining a keen sense of 
the essentials of Christian ethics.

In reading For Sinners Only, I could not help 
noticing how easily the unbeliever is reduced to 
silence without any argument. Does this represent 
the experience of Christians generally? A t one time 
the comparatively mild critic of the Christian system 
was more or less depraved morally, and the sceptic 
who proclaimed his views in the highways and by­
ways was a monster of iniquity. This method of re­
futing the “  infidel ”  still appeals to some Christians.

Red Rags, Essays of Hate from Oxford, just pub­
lished, is interesting, and contains a criticism of the 
Group Movement, and a protest against orthodoxy in 
all its manifestations, religious or secular. With so 
many competitors for the suffrages of the youth of 
to-day, all offering something to satisfy “ the deepest 
needs and impulses of human nature,”  it is well that 
Young England itself should have something to say 
about these “  needs.”

A. D. McL aren.

The Colleagues of Bradlaugh.

“ The only true conquests—those which awaken no re­
gret—are those obtained over ignorance. The most 
honourable and most useful pursuit of nations is the ex­
tension of intellect.”—Napoleon.

Charles Bradi.augii was the Napoleon of the Free- 
thought Movement in England, and, like Napoleon, 
he owed much to his able lieutenants. Indeed, a mere 
recital of their names stirs the mind like reading a list 
of the Marshals of the Emperor. For each of these 
men and women were, in their way, the apostles of 
Freedom. They were knight-errants of the evangel of 
Liberty, and were potent because of their sincerity 
not less than their ability of which they had their full 
share.

Recall some of the names. Tolin M. Robertson, a 
critic and scholar of European renown, G. W. Foote, 
an incomparable orator and writer, Charles Watts, a 
prince of debaters. There were women too, for Free­
thinkers always regarded them as being “  on the 
level ”  and not, as the Christian Churches did, as 
being “  the weaker vessels.”

The women associated with nineteenth century 
Freethought deserve special mention, because they 
had to be heroines as well as apostles. In those far-off 
days Freethought was, far and away, the most hated 
movement in England, and audiences were abusive 
and hostile. The whole vocabulary of theological 
abhorrence was used against these Atheists, and 
frenzied believers thought nothing of hurling abuse, 
and even sticks, at the speakers. But Liberty never 
failed of her votaries, and Harriet Law, Annie Besant, 
and Mrs. Thornton Smith and others, went into the 
arena and fought these wild beasts. The ordeal of the 
public platform in an unpopular cause is one of the 
most unenviable of all positions. It was one thing for 
Harriet Martineau to write well-phrased iconoclastic 
articles in the security of her own sheltered home, but 
it was a very different proposition to address turbulent 
crowds night after night, endure stuffy lodgings, and

take exhausting railway journeys between each eC 
ture. These Freethought men and women care 
nothing for wealth or notoriety, but only f°r 1 
lectual honesty, and the brave doings of 
pioneers thrill and fascinate by very reason 
simplicity and hard-usage.

Harriet Law was once known throughout the 
and breadth of England. She was a clever d 
and lecturer, and knew the Christian Bible 1 
cover to cover. It used to be said that she cou ^  
cite the lot, genealogies and all, but that was a

of the«

: length 
debater

donable exaggeration. She was, however, more
remen1' 

dida match for any opponent, as many of them j 
berecl to their cost. Mrs. Thornton Smh1 
doughty service on many a platform, and conq 
audiences by her charm as much as her oratory-  ̂
could do well with a dozen ladies of like capac1) 
carry on our evangel to-clay. The outstanding 
sonality, however, among the women-lecturers 
Annie Besant, who no sooner joined the move ^  
than she gained a share in leadership by bet  ̂
talents. For fifteen very stormy years this unU?attle 
gifted woman was in the very forefront of the . 
for liberty. No phase of Democratic propag, 
escaped her viligant attention, and she carried 
traditions of Bradlaugh’s National Reformer-—A 1 t() 
Republican, and Malthusian— from John O’Gro-' ^ 
Land’s End in the face of the most prolonged 
determined opposition.

Possessing a fascinating personality, she was ^  
born orator. Moreover, she was cultured to ) 
finger-tips, though she carried her weight of lear»1 ̂  
gracefully. Brought up amid the ease and conrf°rt 
a middle-class home, she never flinched at the ste 
call of duty. Matriculating at Loudon Unive: 
she took the Bachelor of Science degree 
honours. She knew both French and German

rsiT’
wit'1
3̂

IOS1'

she>

translated Soury’s Religion of Israel, Jesus an^^c]t 
Gospels, and Ludwig Buchner’s works, all of "  >
had a large sale. As a debater and orator, she 
no serious rivals of her own sex, and some of the 
most women speakers on the Temperance and 0 
platforms seemed commonplace by comparison- 

Forced into journalism by the accident of he1 f 
tion, but, even in the narrow way of propaganda» ^  
like Bradlaugh, found tirn̂ e to encourage ge .  ̂
He, it will be recalled, introduced that shy 
James Thomson, the author of The City of 
Night, to the reading public; whilst she Pu° 1  ̂
Bernard Shaw’s early writings, including The j(ef 
tional Knot, a novel, long before that brilliant " 
had climbed the bastions of success. . 3

Her break with the Freethought Movement
tragedy, but it was not unexpected. No womai1’ 
less made of tempered steel, could have S°^s

tfl' 
oH

- iiv
decade after decade voicing the claims of a reany  ̂
popular movement, and suffering all the odiun1  ̂
discomfort of hard and unremitting pioneer " 
Her golden tongue has won a hearing f°r
causes, but the plain fact emerges that her bes |,t, 
most lasting work was done for militant Frecth0 ¡̂5 
In estimating her most remarkable career it 115 gp 
part of her life which looms the largest, and y 
shadows the smaller interests that succeeded- 
doxical as it may seem, this rare and gifted ¡0 
priestess of a latter-day charlatanism seems /ategilv,c 
pass through life and leave no lasting vestt8c .̂ 31 
that ever-memorable time when she flamed icon0 
over these islands.

Although belonging to a slightly later period f tpe
Itl>

it1
of 11almost impossible in dealing with the women ^  

Freethought Movement to avoid mention of ,V "  
Vance. She was no orator, as she would have 3- 
the first laughingly to admit, but she had rare 0 17
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izing ability. For many years she was, although 
handicapped by blindness, Secretary to the National 
Secular Society, and only those “  in the know ”  
realize the arduous nature and manifold duties of the 
"ork of organizing a really national movement.  ̂ She 
knew everybody and everything, and was a walking 

ĉyclopaedia of business knowledge. She rendeied 
Rreat service to “  the best of causes ”  for many yeais, 
and a real share of the success of recent times must 
^  ascribed to her.

The. names of the men and women we have men- 
honed are but signposts to meet the reader and direct 
1Im towards the wonderful catholicity of the Free- 
*°nght Movement, and, it is worth remarking, that 

the Freethought Party, like the Co-operative Move­
ment, was originally a purely working-class organiza- 
Ion' Daniel Eaton,’ the Carlile family, Charles South- 

w,ell> the Holyoiake brothers, and Bradlaugh were 
of humble
eh*ssi and even aristocratic, sympathisers joined the
Movement, but it has always been predominantly and
°vcrwheliningly Democratic. This is, in the last
analysis, a great tribute to the workers themselves. 
F o r  •

origin. From time to time a few middle-

1 °r alw
of mys m their ranks have been found a number

men and women who, despising material pros- 
liciity> have chosen the hard path of the pioneer, and 
dedicated their lives to the service of intellectua 
lbcrty- At a time when a sordid commercialism is 

ramPant, the pursuit of liberty for its own sake, and 
j!ot hir any base or ulterior object, is such an excep- 
1011 as to be scarcely credible. In an age of compro 

111 lse these Freethinkers remained ever faithful to first 
Principles; in an age of money— grubbing and osten- 
ahon they cared only for truth. Their sole reward 
las been that they have opened up new vistas 
10 men’s eyes and widened the horizon of knowledge.
Such 
And a 
are.

Mealists raise our estimate of human nature.
as time crowns their efforts it proves that they 
in- . VJ1J

®£islators
S h elley ’s fin e phrase : “  th e un ackn ow led ged

of mankind.’
M im nerm us.

You’ve Said a Mouthful, Big 
Boy !

'reek that most reliable and respectable of 
of a Papers, the Observer devotes about an eighth 
are : c<>Prinn to the sayiugs of men and women who 
t]leS(f  tbc eve of the public. Apart from the fact that 
there aP°tbe£ms were deemed worthy of repetition, 
Sar<l.i1S 110 ^ ¡catio n  whether they should be re- 
bUt 'i -*S witticisms, wise-cracks, or just plain wind. 
the ", lachever they might be, there is no doubt that
attp.T ttie public would open a trifle wider if some 

cntion ....................thei
Piai

were drawn to the relationship between
-̂ 1; Sâ n®® aiul the facts to which they refer. To 

5°rt 0f X)d tbe omission we now purpose to compile a 
a c»lle a.nnotated anthology of these utterances from 
fcXPoc;Ctl0u made during the year 1932. We do not 
trj°ns _ thereby to add lustre to tlicir already illus- 
of n ,.ailttiors. We merely hope to add to the gaiety 

b atlons.
liy

W *  °f introduction, let us quote what Lord 
sijjtej.,]1 an Sâ (i in January of that year, a little over 
tliis months ago. “  I am not at all sure,”  said 
°/ a °Pnet, “  that this country is not on the verge 

ĉ iod. of the greatest prosperity it has ever 
Now assuming that there is no error inPl<j —o ----  -----  -- —

a p0s,y niar> and assuming that two negatives make 
ekact] l ê> Die point we would like to ascertain is—  
a •< W  many days, months or years go to make 
Pr̂ Qj . 1 ê M’ It is, alas, in such trifling matters of 
,,hi„;m as these that prophets as a whole always 

ttiQ most airy nonchalance. Perhaps, now

that the “ verge”  has lasted well over a year,'and the 
country is as deep in the mire as ever, the noble 
lord will favour us with another sample of his pro­
phetic foresight.

As might be expected, the B.B.C. has come in for 
its fair share of notice. Sir Thomas Beecham 
declared : “  I have never criticized the B.B.C. in my 
life; it is a delusion and a herdsy to think so.”  From 
which we infer that if it is a heresy to think of criti­
cizing the B.B.C., it must be rank blasphemy or 
treason actually to do so. We begin to tremble in 
our boots already ! We have been guilty of calling 
the B.B.C. a bigoted lot of religious cowards. Hush ! 
Was that the postman’s knock; or are the minions of 
the law at our gates? But let us calm ourselves. 
Capt. P. P. Eckersley, once in the employ of this 
powerful organization which threatens to be the New 
Religion, said : “  I doubt if broadcasting as we know 
it merits criticism.”  Perhaps he is right. Indeed, 
we are sure he is— for we have sold our wireless set. 
The same gentleman also said : “  One is continually 
distressed to find in the B.B.C.’s outlook a strong ad­
mixture of that culture which is the hall-mark of the 
upper democrat.”  That was tactful of him. Person­
ally we would have substituted for the words “  upper 
democrat”  the words “ upper House of Convocation.” 
But then we are notoriously tactless. Somehow we 
cannot get into the habit of worshipping the Powers 
that Be. We keep on thinking of that refrain : —

“  O, I don’t care a D, says I, UC,
For the Powers that R, nor the Powers that B.”

Of course, if we were paid handsomely by them, 
our sense of tact might (or might not) develop in pro­
portion. We might even adopt the tone of Mr. 
Harold Nicholson, who declared that : “  There are 
few denizens of Broadcasting House who do not en­
deavour, from early morning till late at night, to com­
bat evil and to promote the good.”  But— dear, dear ! 
Are things indeed as bad a9 all that? What hard­
working heroes these “ denizens”  must be! Mis­
sionaries, did you say? Pooh ! Their jobs are mere 
childsplay in comparison. But what are the hun­
dreds of thousands of priests, presbyters and parsons 
in the country doing? Is not Mr. Nicholson’s com­
ment somewhat of a slur upon their activities?

As a set-off against the Holy Office of British 
Broadcasters we are faced with that child of Satan, 
the Cinema. What a glorious subject this is for the 
enthusiasm of the righteous to wallow in ! Hark to 
the Rev. Dr. Gregory. “  The picture house as at 
present conducted is one of the greatest menaces to 
the history of civilization.”  We seem to have heard 
something like this said about every pleasure which 
was available to the poor, and of every recreation 
which proved more attractive to the public than the 
sort of “  recreation ”  provided by the Rev. Gregory 
and his ilk. And the odd thing is that it was usually 
a parson who said it. But when such statements are 
backed up by the aristocracy, it is surely high time 
that we— of the unholy and lower orders— should sit 
up and take notice. Lord Crawford, for example, 
said : “  I look upon Hollywood as the most corrupt 
influence in the world.”  What he thinks of Elstree lie 
doesn’t say. Perhaps with a prohibitive tariff 
against all foreign films the noble lord will reserve 
his judgment upon our own “  Hollywood ”  till such 
time as it becomes a Society for the Propagation of 
Parsonic Piffle— (beg pardon) Pictures. Then, again, 
listen to the Rev. Wm. Younger, who declared th at: 
“  Most of the film posters on the hoardings appear 
to have been born in hell.”  This terrible indictment 
would have been utterly crushing were it not that 
most of the Bible placards on Church hoardings ap­
pear to have been born in Bedlam.
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In view of these film profundities it is most con­
fusing to the poor, uninstructed public to read re­
marks such as the following. Mr. James Whale is 
quoted as saying: “  Hollywood is the most respect­
able place I  have ever visited.’ ' But clearly this 
should be discounted on the strength of the better- 
known dictum that one should go to “  Heaven for 
health, and Hell for society.”  Mr. A . P. Herbert, 
on the other hand, makes a quite unequivocal state­
ment. ”  I cannot, at the moment, think,”  he said, 
“  of a single human activity outside religious wor­
ship which has not recently been condemned by some 
indignant prelate or belligerent Church Council.”  
But why “ recently?”  Unless history is all 
lies, the habits of medicine-men and priests 
seem to have been the same from time im­
memorial. And then we have Sir Herbert 
Samuel asserting th at: “  I f the cinema had
never existed, there would probably be more crime, 
rather than less.”  How dare he say such terribly 
wicked things! Contradicting Christian divines and 
a l l ! That his opinion is supported (though feebly) 
by a real Christian and a fellow politician scarcely 
mitigates his crime. Mr. Oliver Stanley, M.P., is 
indeed reported as saying: "  If people go to the 
Cinema on Sunday evenings, I, for one, will not ad­
mit that Christianity condemns their action until I 
am sure that Christianity approves their social con­
dition.”  But supposing people want to go to the 
Cinema on Sunday mornings and afternoons too, 
what then, Mr. Stanley? And supposing Christianity 
does tacitly approve their social condition, would 
yon then approve of Christianity? Perhaps you had 
better ask the Bishop of Stepney for an answer to 
these questions. So eminent a “  big boy ”  in the 
“  religious racket ”  should easily be able to get the 
“  straight dope ”  on this subject from his “ Chief.”  
His remark that “  An East London child knows all 
about film-stars, but has never seen a country star-lit 
sky,”  strongly suggests that his Chief— reputed to be 
Almighty— is all in favour of maintaining the social 
conditions which Mr. Stanley seems to deprecate. 
Otherwise, what is to prevent the said Almighty 
Chief from altering these conditions by one of his 
popular little miracles?

The mention1 of certain politician’s views on the 
Cinema brings us to their views on politics. Let us, 
therefore, resale our souls with a few sips from the 
nectar of their wisdom on this topic. Last September 
Herr TIitler, so prominent in the eye of the world at 
present, declared his belief that “  Providence has 
chosen me for a great work.”  This is, of course, very 
comforting to Herr Hitler. But the puzzling thing 
about this sort of conviction i9 to discover whether 
the Providence referred to is the one w'hich is reputed 
to inhabit those salubrious upper strata of Christ­
ianity’s cosmos, or whether he is the one in charge 
of that ultra-tropical grill-room in the lowest basement 
of the same cosmos. Individual opinions on this 
ticklish point are always very definite, but the strange 
thing is that they vary in accordance with the nation­
ality and political views of their holders. As a set-off 
to Herr Hitler’s opinion of himself we have another 
politician’s views on his own tribe. Earl Winterton 
said : “ If we took all the men who have held office 
for the past twenty years on board ship, and some 
deplorable disaster happened . . . life would still go 
on.”  To which, by way of rounding off the total, 
we might add all other politicians for the same period. 
But why call the disaster “  deplorable ” ?

Next week we shall present a few gems from the 
sayings of the great anent that blessed subject, Re­
ligion.

C. S. F raser.

Acid Drops.

Tlie wonders of our Royal Family are known to a"-
But it is left for the Daily Express to indicate the ^  
measure of their greatness. After assuring the w 
that ours is the best loved and hardest worked °|. 
Family in Europe it remarks “ the next three m011 
are graced by their birthdays.” The condescension 1C 
displayed is only equalled by W. S. Gilbert’s

For he might have been a Russian 
A Frenchman, Turk or Prussian,
Or perhaps I-t-a-l-i-a-n;
But in spite of all temptations 
To belong to other nations,
He remains an Englishman. ^

Ala}', June and July would be dull months indeed h 
Royal Family had not selected them for their b idu‘ -

• . . .,Example number two. Picture 111 the Daily ,,t 
for May 8, depicting a fainting man on the grou ^  
the Hyde Park demonstration. Lettering, “  A c.af 'sl,p- 
during a disturbance between hecklers and Social^ 
porters.”  Same picture in News-Chronicle, Iri c v, 
“  Ambulance attending a fainting case in the ^ 
crowd.” Our papers really do cater for all tastes, 
a guide they will furnish for the future ?

Air. Ramsay Macdonald is never more fatuous  ̂
when he airs his piety, for example, take a speech du j 
his visit, just concluded, to America. In the U.S- ^  
dent’s launch, and in what a special corresponden 
a “ bewitchingly beautiful setting,” he spoke  ̂
“  impassioned earnestness ”— how well we  ̂
it— to his American auditors. He spoke of the 
paradox ” of modern life, millions hungry in a vCf 
overflowing with abundance, and added, “  G°1' ¡5
meant it to be like this. It is man’s mistake, am ^ 
our task to end it.”  This empty talk is said to 
made the Conference one “  of unusual emotional ')a aJ)(j 
and human significance ”— the warmth of hot air’ ,oIt. 
the significance that attaches to humbug. We are,, ^ff 
ished that Sir Walter Layton should “ put over lS, 
like this for, as a rule, his contributions to the 
Chronicle do not smack of its characteristic unction-

j ¡ifIn a new work on the Orders, Decorations and  ̂
of the World to which he writes an introduction,
Sir George MacMunn says you can “ get a man into  ̂
mouth for four penn’orth of bronze,” and that M̂ 1'1 1
and Rulers have throughout the ages “  found R 
business to reward a life’s devotion with a few P° ^  
worth of gilt and enamel,” and “ happily human na  ̂
responds to this urge.” The desire for distinction, 
this gentleman “ leaps in the human breast,” 
does, it is due to the Alinisters (political and rcl'i1 
and to the Rulers that this desire is degraded by 1 
ploitation in war, diplomacy and politics. The on 1 ĵC 
tinction worth having is that which appertains 
worthy performance of private duty and public s' \ bO* 
ind the overwhelming body of those who perfcm

get no “  Orders, Decorations or Aledals.”  Yet this 
has been seen by the King, is approved by the

bo°
coi'”

■ f°"ftributing .States, is in four volumes and 111 ,c)i 
anguages, and it has taken twenty years of rc5 fg 

and the assistance of sixty-seven Governments  ̂1° * 
duce.” That the tinsel finery of military decoration5 t 
the “ gilt and enamel” of “ honours,”  bought or best0 
should be thus belauded, and that intelligent . ¡1 
modern Governments should lend their aid to S1 ,ty 
task while modern civilization is supposed to be 1  ̂ ,,ii 
ling 011 the brink of collapse throws a sinister B£ . 
the mentality of so many of those who “  are a 
authority over us.”

if

The Annual Assembly of the Baptist Union ot y\\C 
Britain and Ireland was recently held— in Glasgow- 
President, Rev. Dr. Rowntree Clifford, delivered '' ^ 
must have been a depressing address. “ There 15
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gainsaying the fact that the Church does not hold its 
hue place in the life of the community.”  Again;
Church life was never harder than it is to-day. ’ And 

again, “ in the growing secularization of the Sunday, in 
d'e passion for pleasure, in the wonders of the wireless, 
111 .the indolent scepticism, in the daring and unregulated 
thinking, and the decadence of public worship,”  all these 
IUean “ that the place, power and usefulness of the 
Church are being seriously challenged.” They certainly 
are’ and so seriously that the rev. gentleman’s notion 
that “ all that is required to get rid of all these influ- 
t'ices is ” a revival of religion shows that his recognition 
0 the probabilities is less exact than his list of hostile
actualities.

popular papers say) in Heaven, wherein is presumed to 
reside the Creator of the fly and the fly peril. As the 
matter is so intimately concerned with God, we think 
the leaders of the Christian Churches might well be inter­
viewed by the Press. It would be interesting, for in­
stance, to know whether to interfere with God’s scheme 
of things, such as destroying flies and preventing breed­
ing, is right or wrong. Assuming this to be ethically 
correct, would a national day of prayer be an efficient and 
sufficient method of eliminating the “ fly peril?” The 
answers to such questions as these couldn’t fail to be of 
interest to readers of popular newspapers. We present 
this suggestion free of charge to any enterprising editor 
who may care to adopt it.

„ In >ts Annual Report the Baptist Union refers to the 
movement to form a religion without God.” What 

movement is that? The “ religion of humanity,”  says 
Jle report; and proceeds to declare that the latter re- 
'810n is “ built up on the scientific study of psychology, 
mology and the like- These ideas are being widely 
M)read by scientists, philosophers and novelists,” and 
*"e a ‘ ‘ grave menace to Christianity'.”  The study  ̂ o 
lc sciences mentioned does indeed menace Christianity, 

>l,t it does not involve any new religion, humanitarian 
or ot'ior. i n fact the Baptist Union Report itself shows 
311 uneasy sense of what really7 does happen as knowledge 
Rroivs and is spread abroad, for it says “  the belief of the 
u ueated classes becomes in time the common opinion 
0 men.” The educated “  classes ”  to-day ,include all 
masses, and so far as any class is “  educated ”— in the
exact and true sense of that word—it finds religion false 
•mil superfluous.

A Cornish reader writes from Hayle that, at a proees- 
S10n. at Camborne, on April 22, to celebrate the rootli 
anniversary of Trevithick’s death, an uninvited person 
milled the company bearing a banner with the wore s

Seek -  -
cessio:
’’Tresentativ

ye the Lord while He may be found.” The pro-
1 was entirely a lay one, and included engineers, 

b o d i e s ^ 8 'F scientific societies, Cornish patriotic
. ■ School children, the District Council, the Fire 

'•nSme and a Traction and other engines. Our corres­
pondent wonders “  what would be thought if Mormons 
1,1 Atheists or Communists displayed such bad manners 
'ln<1 Pushed their way and carried their catchwords into a 
mular celebration?” We fancy the Christians would 

RlVe a display of “  muscular Christianity ”  or, alterna-
as

oft«i as
as being more safe, call the police. They are

as lacking in courtesy as in courage.

broa°iW sa ê are the speakers selected by the B.B.C. to 
their ideas on God and Jesus! The latest

mitti c’
the„ a Veil. A. E. J. Robinson, commenced by ad-

lii« the difficulties the educated man encounters in 
18 stud- - ..............................
-̂̂ actlv y of the Bible, and that modern times do not

Vet,o •'\  !lelP a belief in miracles. But warming up, the 
(no i'*1 e soon S°t into his stride and delivered a sermon 
fifty or -t based on what he has said during the past 
l>ceil . Slxty years many times), which might well have 
coiirs “ '.Vcn b>' any Salvation Army convert—except, of 
belief •ln ''be tone of voice. It was pure unadulterated 
been ¿V1 whole of the Gospels as if there had never 
dicse 1 *C sbghtcst criticism of the holy records. And 

e our teachers forsooth!

c ~—
“ forj,1]1" 1111'8111 says the Rev. Dr. Grimley is already 
Ooij 1, °0,ned ” as it is attacking the Church of 
■ lot, ^ hether Communism is fore-doomed or 
asSl,ro °cs not concern us here, but we can 
aeon,; tbe rev. gentleman that his Church is “ fore- 
Sciei,c> ôr certain. Our attack, based on truth in 
the k'°’ bistory and philosophy, is being felt wherever 
cau r°Ss is planted; or else why this whining? We 
p ro ^ ^ e r : the Church knows its real enemy is the 

■ suuda of Freethought, and that it is irresistible.

%litC[,e 's> We learn, to be a Government effort made to 
tie F’e fly peril.” News such as this is calculated, 

°ubl imagine, to cause a “  great sensation ” (as the

Dr. Goebfcels of the new German Government declares, 
“  There can be no Art for A rt’s sake in a Nazi State; Art 
must have a sense of responsibility.”  This no doubt 
seems an eminently reasonable pronouncement to a 
Government that has revived the ancient Christian art 
of Jew-baiting.

The Pope, receiving some British pilgrims recently, 
referred to the “  many beautiful pages ” in the religious 
history of England, and predicted that “  still more 
beautiful pages are reserved for the future.” We hope 
not. The beauty of the stake, the rack and the thumb­
screw ; the exquisite and enchanting panorama of 
medieval piety, bedecked in ignorance, credulity and 
filth, the chop-logic that did duty for thought, and the 
servility which darkened life for the people combine to 
make those pages to which his Holiness so feelingly 
and, perhaps, enviously looks back, one of the most re­
pulsive chapters in the history of the world. They 
were an outrage both upon Truth and Beauty, and to 
suggest that still more of them are “ reserved for the 
future ” is, fortunately, not only to abuse the confidence 
of his own dupes but to insult the commonsense of man­
kind.

The Rev. Wyndham Heatheote, a Unitarian Minister 
of Sydney, predicts that the Soviet attempt to ‘ ‘ liqui­
date religion ”  is likely to fail, and adds that, “ revolu­
tionary France set up an altar to reason,” but “  the re­
ligion of reason immediately liquidated itself.” If he is 
very confident of the accuracy of this ridiculous assertion 
why does Mr. Hcatlicote go on to say that the Russian 
experiment is one by which ‘ ‘the world cannot fail to be 
influenced.” So far as there is any analogy to be drawn 
between the French Revolution and the Russian, it is 
that they were alike the product of the failure of estab­
lished institutions in Church and .State; and that, just as 
that which was violent in the French Revolution was 
temporary and ephemeral while its fundamental ideas 
permeated the life and thought of Europe, so it is reason­
able to believe that time will demonstrate the permanent 
elements and dissipate the temporary excesses of the 
Russian Revolution. Not only in Russia, but every­
where, religion is in process of “  liquidating itself.” It 
may well survive as an active associate of the State only 
where democracy has been or is supplanted by dictator­
ship.

The Liverpool Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children reports that it has been called upon to protect 
3,000,000 children from ill-usage during the past fifty 
years. That is not a bad testimonial to the real kind­
ness developed by close contact with Christianity, and 
with the stern fight put up in-order to maintain the Blas­
phemy Laws which it is thought prevents growth of dis­
belief in Christianity. Of course many Christians have 
belonged to the Society and helped it in its work. On 
the other hand the parents were Christian, on whom the 
Society had to keep its viligant eye.

A religious journal remarks that the cross roads are 
in sight for many of our orthodox theologians. More 
than we are aware of and less than they avow. As 
G. W. Foote used to remark, the great difference be­
tween Jesus Christ and many of our modern parsons is
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that Jesus died on the cross and they live on it. And 
many do better on the cross than they could ever hope 
to do on the square.

troops ”  for the Faith. Our experience has been t a 
they run like frightened rabbits at the least show 0 
attack. What has Mr. McGuire himself ever done agallisl 
the “  infidel ” assault ?

An official of the Religious Tract Society, interviewed 
by the Daily Mirror, on an alleged “  keen demand for 
religious books ” said “  we are selling as many books 
with a religious theme as ever we did.” What sort of 
books did the Daily Mirror expect the Religious Tract 
Society to sell ? In the same “ story ” is a statement by 
a member of a well known firm of publishers, who said : 
“ Perhaps there is not the same call for solid religious 
books,” but “  the lighter theological books sell well ” ; 
i.e., the less theology the more the sales. Finally, the re­
porter discovered that “ a religious novel published 
last summer had a wider sale than most,” but whether 
because it was a novel or because it was religious does 
not appear. On the other hand a correspondent of the 
same journal writes to enquire whether anyone reads re­
ligious books as “ he had not seen anybody reading them 
even in Holy Week.” Publishers of religious books, 
says our innocent contemporary, say “ that the public 
are keen purchasers of such literature. Would any such 
publisher, being offered a free advertisement for his 
wares, cry “  stinking fish?”

Southend-on-Sea is by way of becoming as famous for 
piety as for cockles. An application to the local County 
Bench for permission to hold a concert at Shoeburyness 
011 Good F'riday in aid of the unemployed was refused, on 
the ground that the programme “ would not be in keep­
ing with the sacred character of the day.”  Sir Frederick 
Senior, the Chairman, read out such items as “ banjo 
solos,” and selections from “ Bitter Sweet,”  and observed 
that while the Bench “  appreciated the desire to help the 
unemployed ”— they must not be helped, at least by this 
means on this day. Is the combination of banjo solos 
and the contemplation of the crucifixion more incon­
gruous than the association of such selfish bigots with 
the administration of justice?

The opportunist practicability of Christian policy is 
only equalled by the obstinate permanence of its worst 
superstitions. Thus, the Bishop of Zanzibar, writing in 
John Bull, of the Universities Mission to Central Africa, 
says “  we have sacrificed many of our European 
ideas and worked on African lines,” and “  we 
have from the first presented to the African no mere 
second-hand copy of Anglicanism, but a type of Christ­
ianity which is much more primitive." He boasts that 
“ in one diocese we have entirely Christianized the tribal 
initiation rites ” with good results. They seek to give 
the African “ respect for himself and for all that is of 
value in his own traditions” ; but they insist on instilling 
Christianity and its superstitious “ morality ” into him, 
although they themselves admit that “ by indiscriminat- 
ingly absorbing Western standards he will acquire cer­
tain traits which will be highly detrimental to him.” 
Could there be a more convincing proof of the folly and 
futility of foreign missions, and of the fact, so glibly ad­
mitted when it suits their case, and so utterly repudiated 
when it does not, that the essence of Christianity is 
“  primitive religion?”

Mr. Robert McGuire has just been appointed the 
National President of the Catholic Young Men’s Society 
of Great Britain, and his first message to every branch of 
the Society is particularly luminous— not to say 
humorous :—

Give absolute obedience to our Hierarchy and parish 
priests. Discipline yourselves so that when the time 
comes, as come it will, the Catholic. Young Men’s 
Society will be the storm troops in the fight for Christ­
ianity.

We love the “ absolute obedience ” message, and we 
trust that the slightest turning of the worm will result 
in the complete order of the boot. Any independence of 
thought should be severely suppressed. But what 
tickles us most is the idea that any number of Catholics, 
young or old, would prove of the slightest use as “ storm

If you want your name kept for ever before ^  
Almighty— of course, as a thorough adorer—you ca 
it for ¿1. For this sum, your name will be mscii 
in the Eiverpool Metropolitan Cathedral’s Golden h°a” 
masses will be said in your honour, and the Deity  ̂
never forget what you have done. We shudder to t ^  
what piety would do without cash, and we a d m it ' v 
sorrow that of the two, cash is the greater. It was c 
so.

A touching commentary of the great evil of s".tC, . 
stakes took place in Eiverpool the other day. A 
managed to induce a barman to sell her an Irish b" 
stake ticket by showing him a holy picture 
saying : “  You know now you can trust me, I won 
you any harm.” We are willing to believe that it w as^  
picture and not the lady who tempted the barman, ' ^  
was then promptly hauled up before the magistrates  ̂
fined £2 for the heinous offence of selling a sweeps 
ticket, the temptress being a police-spy. Thus jaU _  ̂
ligion be magnificently employed in the suppression 0 , 
degrading vice, and once again justified in the eyes 
evil-hating men.

Referring to the recent Blasphemous Teaching h'! .
Rev. G. E. Grieve, President of the Halifax Free Cnu^e 
Council called it “  a most pernicious measure. ^ 
added that “  any limitation the State tried to ifflP°sC
human thinking ought to be suspect in the eyes of wa ^  
ful Christians.”  We give Mr. Grieve credit f "  
liberality, but what does he mean by limiting h s
marks to “ watchful Christians?’

ful Christians.’
liis

We hope this 
not mean only that Christians should know by this 
that penalties upon opinions are not good policy e'  . 
from their own point of view. Mr. Grieve’s oJ). 
statements that he “  believes the days of a radical 
flict between the Church and the State are not alto.sN „it 
over and that “ allegiance to the one may be aim 
to reconcile with loyalty to the other” leave us '  j 
dering as to his position. If he does not like the n_se 
the State “  to coerce reluctant minorities,”  and thu „ 
as he seems to, that ‘ ‘ Anglicans share this u'Sb _ 
does he also, like the Anglicans mentioned, want , 
dom for the churches from State interference w » 1 
fredom for the State from religious influences and P 
fessions ?

.tli
Fifty Years Ago.

Sir Henry Cromwell was twice married, and the de ĵ' 
of his second wife, in 1592, was the occasion of PV°Cfq,n 
ings for witchcraft, which form a significant indie® 
of the condition of public opinion on the very thresh0̂  
of the great puritan revolution. Some peculiarity 
the poor lady’s illness aroused suspicion of evil SP'! 
at work. The doctors and attendants could not un . 
stand the symptoms, which were not in accordance 
the legitimate course of disease, and therefore

adcr-
With
m«5t
S«s'needs put them down to preternatural influence. - ^  

picion fell on one John Sumwell, with his wife an“ ^  
daughter Alice. They were all three lodged in gaol, 
the mother, broken down by misery, confessed inT ̂  
sible guilt. According to the law, the property °* ,̂e 
condemned wretches was forfeited to the lord j)t 
manor, and Sir Henry founded with it a lectureship  ̂
the parish church for the delivery of an annual scrllj ,, 
against witchcraft. The vigorous survival of so c1'11̂ ;. 
superstition, at a time when the opposing forces of P0̂ eJ 
cal light and darkness were being silently marshy # 
for a deadly struggle, should be a warning agaHJ 
thoughtless use of nineteenth-century standards in ]" ? 
ing people of these days. Is the sermon still preach 
If not what is done with the money?

The “  Freethinker," May 13,
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.
C Amiss c .

and oti, iilC Security law was a law, fought by Bradlaugh 
l̂ Pers T '  Ŵ 'c  ̂ demanded from a certain class of news- 
theni' lp depositing of a considerable sum of money by 
or s ,as a guarantee that nothing of a blasphemous 
fa„l0u d'°us nature should be published. It was an in- 
°i,fs a regulation, and w'as obviously intended to prevent 
of la\y êillless against the Government. The same kind 
paj,er " as revived in India as late as 1910. A number of 
ifro V, " cre suppressed there, among these one owned by

The • Besant>
ret„r !?reethinker ”  Is supplied to the trade on sale or 
retml]' difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
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ire

T-.C.l *0ttces must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
tis^teq l̂e f’05* on Tuesday, or they will not be

Sugar Plums.
U,c. f;ain remind members and Branches of the N.S.S. 

V "day Illu,ai Conference to be held in London on Whit- 
‘ esifi, * This Conference, occurring in “ Bradlaugh 

should be made a memorable one. London is

likely to be full over the Whitsun period, and those re­
quiring hotel accommodation and tickets for the Confer­
ence Luncheon should notify the General Secretary with­
out delay in order to avoid disappointment. Communi­
cations should be addressed to 62 Farringdon Street, 
London, E.C.4.

Will Branch Secretaries who have not yet sent in the 
forms containing the name and address of delegates to 
the Annual Conference please remember that May 22 is 
the last day for receiving them. A last day has to be 
fixed, but that does not mean the forms should be 
delayed until then, the sooner they are in the hands of 
the General Secretary the better.

We can always depend upon our old friend, Mr. 
Sydney Gimson, of Leicester, doing what can be done 
where the interests of Freethought are concerned. At a 
recent meeting of the Leicester Education Committee 
there recently came up a report from the Consultative 
Committee, which included a proposal for a minimum 
period of three half-hours per week being devoted to re­
ligious instruction. Against this proposal Mr. Gimson 
raised a strong and well-worded protest, and as a result 
of what was said it was agreed to refer back, for a time, 
the proposal. Protests of this kind even though they 
may fail, at the time, in achieving their object, yet do 
great good inasmuch as they call attention to the in­
justice of maintaining what is fundamentally sectarian 
teaching in the State schools. We would wish that other 
Freethinkers upon Councils and Education Committees 
were equally vocal in all cases where the interests of 
Freethought, which in the ease of education is a matter 
of simple justice to all who are concerned. We think 
that the secret of the esteem in which Mr. Gimson is 
held in Leicester politics is largely due to the fact that 
he has never been wanting in respect to himself. Other 
men and women similarly circumstanced in other places 
will please note.

We are pleased to see from the report of the Annual 
Meeting of the Glasgow Branch, 1hat the prospects of 
increased work in the near future are bright. Mr. Afore 
is the new President, and Airs. Macdonald the new Secre­
tary. Both are very “  live wires,’ ’ and we believe have 
the necessary qualities of energy and judgment. Mr. R. 
Buntiu is Propagandist Secretary, and Mr. McEwan 
Treasurer. There is plenty of scope in Glasgow for an 
extended and successful propaganda, and we trust that 
local Freethinkers will give the Society every possible 
assistance.

Bradlaugh Year Centenary Notes will be continued 
next week and each week when space permits.

Mr. G. Whitehead will open the season for the West 
Ham Branch N.S.S. to-day (Sunday), outside the 
Technical College, Romford Road, Stratford, E., at 7 
p.m. Lectures will be held each evening during the 
week, details of which will be found in the Lecture 
Notices Column. Mr. Whitehead will be the speaker 
on each occasion.

The Secretary of the Brighton Branch N.S.S. is now 
Mr. J. C. Keast, and all communications should be ad­
dressed to him at 107 Kimberley Road, Brighton, Sussex. 
At the opening meeting held at the Level, Christians be­
haved as Christians always will when they have a great 
advantage in numbers. There is nothing better than a 
well-supported platform for keeping Christian rowdies 
quiet, and we are sure our Brighton saints will respond 
to the call.

Some Christian Types, by Criticus, has just been pub­
lished by the Pioneer Press (qd. post free ¿d.). The 
“ types ”  are pietorially depicted 011 the cover by Mr. 
Cutner, and the author has drawn his subjects in 
vigorous and ruthless sketches which deserve, and we 
hope will have, a wide circulation. The booklet will be 
011 sale on Friday next. The pamphlet will not please 
Christians, which is another way of saying that Free­
thinkers should not miss this lively little work.
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“  Under Western Eyes.”
"  A prophet is not without honour save in his own country.”

In that medley of wisdom, nonsense and obscenity 
known as the Holy Bible, the above text will be found 
in the gospel according to St. John. Its application 
becomes somewhat involved when considering the 
work of that man of genius known to the world as 
Joseph Conrad, born Korzeniowski, for he was by 
birth and ancestry Polish, and by adoption English. 
Nevertheless, it may be asserted with conviction that 
Conrad was honoured both in the land of his birth and 
that of his adoption, the exception which proves the 
truth of the proverb.

It is with his novel, the title of which I have used 
for this essay that I am concerned, and it is possible 
that there are some readers who will be interested 
in the remarkable wisdom and prescience displayed 
by the author regarding Russia. It may also be of 
interest to note the attitude of Conrad towards re­
ligion, especially the Christian religion. The following 
excerpts are from the published letters to his friend 
Edward Garnett, a name not unknown in Russia, for 
Mrs. Constance Garnett is the translator of the works 
of Turgeniev into English.

“  It is strange how I always, from the age of four­
teen, disliked the Christian religion, its doctrine, cere­
monies, and festivals. Presentiment that some day it 
will work my undoing, I suppose! And the most 
galling feature is that nobody— not a single bishop of 
them— believes in it. The business in the stable isn’t 
convincing.”  (Fetter dated December 22, 1902.)

“  Moreover, the basis from which it starts— Christ­
ianity— is distasteful to me. I am not blind to its 
services, but the absurd Oriental fable from which it 
starts irritates me. Great, improving, softening, com­
passionate, it may be; but it has lent itself with amaz­
ing facility to cruel distortion, and is the only religion 
which, with its impossible standards, has brought an 
infinity of anguish to innumerable souls on this earth.”  
(Fetter dated February 23, 1914.)

Tlie problem before the reader of the book Under 
Western Eyes, is the problem of betrayed confidence, 
and concerns one Razumov, a student in the Univer­
sity of St. Petersburg, who, in support of his own 
moral rectitude, betrays a fellow student, by which act 
lie is himself ruined. It is a sombre story of the 
struggle of the few against Tsarist oppression, pre­
sumably at the end of the nineteenth century, or even 
early in the present. The M. de P—  of the story, the 
Minister-President of the notorious Repressive Com­
mission, who is deservedly1 assassinated by the student 
Haldin., might stand for the equally repressive Stoly- 
pin or Plehve, so close is the resemblance. Here is 
Conrad’s description of his own created character : 
‘ ‘ that fanatical, narrow-chested figure in gold-laced 
uniform, with a face of crumpled parchment, insipid, 
bespectacled eyes, and the Cross of the Order of St. 
Procopius hung under the skinny throat. He served 
the monarchy by imprisoning, exiling, or sending to 
the gallows men and women, young and old, with an 
equable, unwearied industry. In his mystic accept­
ance of the principle of autocracy he was bent on 
extirpating from the land every vestige of anything 
that resembled freedom in public institutions; and in 
his ruthless persecution of the rising generation he 
seemed to aim at the destruction of the very hope of 
liberty itself. It is said that this execrated person­
ality had not enough imagination to be aware of the 
hate he inspired. In the preamble of a certain famous 
State paper he had declared once that the thought of 
liberty has never existed in the Act of the Creator. 
From the multitude of men’s counsel nothing could 
come but revolt and disorder; and revolt and disorder

m a world created for obedience and stability is S1 
It was not Reason; but Authority, which express 
the Divine Intention. God was the Autocrat 0 
Universe.”  . .

All of which describes with precision the at 1 
of the corrupt despots who controlled the destinies  ̂
Russia under the Tsars. The soul of Conrad is ^  
pressed in this phrase pronounced by one o 
characters, Natalka Haldin, the sister of the e 
student of Razumov whom he betrayed to his 1 e‘

I would take liberty from any hand as a hun - 
man would snatch a piece of bread.”  y

Victor Victorovitch Haldin, the student who 
the bomb which removed the tyrant M. de 
taken refuge in the room of his friend Razuniov,  ̂
indignant amazement and panic-stricken disquie 
and after confessing his action he pronounces 
words: “  Yes, Razumov. Yes, brother. Some  ̂
you shall help to build. You suppose that I 
terrorist, a destructor of what is. But consider  ̂
the true destroyers are they who destroy the Spir 
progress and truth, not the avengers who mereb ^ 
the bodies of persecutors of human dignity. _ ^
here, brother ! Men like me leave no posterity)

nver h»*’their souls are not lest. No man’s soul is ever ^ 
itself— or else where worn y  

the sense of self-sacrifice, of martyrdom, ,
conviction, of faith— the labours of the so«

A
What will become of my soul when I die in the 
must die— soon— very soon, perhaps? It sha ... 
perish. Don’t make a mistake, Razumov.  ̂ 1 5{)11 
not murder— it is war, war. My spirit shall iT 
warring in some Russian body till all falsel'00 ... 
swept out of the world. The modern civili23*10!1 » 
false, but a new revelation shall come out of R"s

■i lv t®
And as Razumov leaves his rooms, ostensuU 

provide the means of escape for Haldin, but act1'  ̂
to betray him into the hands of the police, tha 
pronounces these valedictory words, “  Go with 
thou silent soul.”  And Razumov, proceeding o1' t. 
way, soliloquizes “  Everything was not for the 
Despotic bureaucracy, abuses, corruption, and s°

iv j ,  v ,  1 U V .1 U  v v e i y  vv c i x i  .  J w m i g m c u c u  i i i w « - * -  < - p .

Devoted hearts. But absolute power should  ̂be * j£ 
served for the great autocrat of the future. Ihe ^  
of history made him unavoidable. The state 0 
people demanded him. ‘ What else,’ he asked .’ 
self, ardently, ‘ could move all that mass in one ll , ,1 
tion? Nothing could. Nothing but a s i n g l e ‘ 1 

During his interview with General T —— , the 1’^  
of the police, that dignitary remarks, “  I detest ic ] 
These subversive minds! These intellfc■
debauches. My existence has been built on ,y 
It’s a feeling. To defend it I am ready to lay 
life— and even my honour— if that were needed. ^  
pray tell me what honour there can be as 
rebels— against people that deny God himself— 
unbelievers? Brutes! It is horrible to think a, 

Mrs. Haldin with her daughter, living in c:C1 j$o 
Geneva, become known to Razumov, who has 1 
gone to that haven of political refugees after the 
cution of Victor Haldin quite unsuspicious that

is
‘ 1"

Russia all knowledge was tainted with falsehood-

,)lH'
Government corrupted the teaching for its own ,,A] 
poses.’

the betrayer of her son. The mother r e m a r k s :

s tainted with falseh«
chemistry and all that,”  she explained, “  but

■ cK
ST'And again, ‘ With us in Russia the 

is so identified with oppression that it secnis 
necessary when one wishes to be free in this 
give up all hope of a future existence.”  , j*

Conrad’s understanding of the Russian chara^’  ̂
indicated in this paragraph : “  I. suppose one 
a Russian to understand Russian simplicity, a te'*1 
corroding simplicity in which mystic phrases cl°
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''■ live and hopeless cynicism. T think sometimes that 
l''c Psychological secret of the profound difference of 
íhat Pe°ple consists in this that they detest life, the 
irremediable life of the earth as it is, whereas we 
Westerners cherish it with perhaps an equal exaggera- 
tlon of its sentimental value.”  And this utterance 
from the lips of Natalka Haldin is surely prophetic m 
tlle light of subsequent events: “  Everything is in­
conceivable. The whole world is inconceivable to the 
str'ct logic of ideas. And yet the world exists to our 
Senses, and we exist in it. There must be a necessity 
superior to our conceptions. It is a very miserable 
»»<1 a very false thing to belong to the majority. We 
Russians shall find some better form of national free- 
li°"i than an artificial conflict of parties— which is 
" 10"g, because it is a conflict, and contemptible be- 
ca"se it is artificial. It is left to us Russians to dis­
cover a better way.”

f’eter Ivanovitch, leader of the Russian Party domi- 
e'ed in Geneva, and his Egeria, Madame de S— , 
'"c characters introduced into the story, so I imagine, 
or the purpose of depicting certain types of intel­
ectual anarchists, types prone to words, not deeds, 

a”d "hose sincerity is not convincing. Peter Ivano- 
Wch, the great feminist, is pleased to consider himself 
af  die Russian Mazzini, but there is only a faint 
s ladow of resemblance between the Italian protagon- 
lst freedom and liberty, and the “  heroic fugitive 
. "'orld-wide celebrity, who preached the regenera- 

ll«>n 0lf ],js coun)-ry  through the spiritual supremacy
°‘ ds women.

f have never changed the faith I held while 
g in the forests and bogs of Siberia. It sus-Wauderin 

tabled
Po\v 111 e then— it sustains me now. The great 
eaiise'S Europe are bound to disappear, and the 
Cx, Se their collapse will be very simple. They will 
tarj ‘ Ust themselves struggling against their prole- 
il0 ‘ f 11 Russia it is different. In Russia we have
Pow SSSeS t0 C0111bat each other, one holding the 
dt'en'1 i°̂  Wealth, an(f the other mighty with the 
hiir.f' 1 numbers. We have only an unclean 
in ,cracy in the face of a people as great and as 
tbit "d ’dble as the ocean. No, we have no classes, 
of "e  have the Russian woman ! The greatest part 
m ’1!1 dopes rests on women.”  Thus, the great 
"'oiiiĉ  d'eedom through the spiritual supremacy of

is Antonovna, a Russian woman of the people, 
aSai C laracter of a different type; she has rebelled 
hge]i st die existing ruthless and cruel regime, and 
sjie 11,ade a revolutionary by circumstances which 
t>ut rc a ês to Razumov. “  Her father was a clever 
lab p lu cky  artisan. No joy had lighted up his 
ljfe (lavs. He died at fifty, all the years of his 
ral' i h anted under the thumb of masters whose 
Water "" exacted from him the price of the 
taxed’ °* ^'C Sa^’ fdg very air he breathed : 
Hie *de sweat of his brow and claimed 
ttPich ' °°d of his sons. No protection, no 

ailce ! What had society to sajT to him ? Be sub- 
lf ŷ Ve aild be honest. If you rebel, I shall kill you. 
I steal, I shall imprison you. But if you suffer, 

notllinff for you— nothing except, perhaps, a 
troni'? ^  dole of bread— but no consolation for your 
Sorr e> n°  respect for your manhood, no pity for the 
lie °f your miserable life. And so lie laboured, 
§tai', 'ered, and lie died. He died in the hospital. 
tofjn̂ 'Wg d.v the common grave, she thought of his 
Sil >'ted life— she saw it whole. She reckoned the 
‘hieb' '?ys °f bfe, the birthright of the humblest, of 

o f * ]>is gentle heart had been robbed by the crime 
xtoVocif y  which nothing can absolve.”  ‘ ‘Yes, Razu- 
‘‘ ’ sbe went on in an impressive, lowered voice, 

Has like a lurid light in which I stood, still

almost a child, and cursed not the toil, not the misery 
which had been his lot, but the great social iniquity 
of the system resting on unrequited toil and unpitied 
sufferings. From that moment I was a revolutionist. 
As I could not go to the church where the priests of 
the system exhorted such unconsidered vermin as I to 
resignation, I went to the secret societies as soon as I 
knew how to find my way. I was sixteen years old, 
Razumov— no more! And— look now at my white 
hair ! . . . Crush the social infam y! A  fine watch­
word ! I would placard it on the walls of prisons and 
palaces, carve it on the hard rocks, hang it out in 
letters of fire on that empty sky for a sign of hope 
and terror— a portent to the end.”

I have endeavoured to make clear the spirit of in­
formed sympathy with which Conrad wrote this book, 
a fellow feeling for those who fight and struggle for 
that freedom and liberty which is the common herit­
age of all mankind, and in doing so I am not unmind­
ful that Conrad himself had been a victim of that 
system of iniquity which Sophia denounces. In the 
year 1862, when he was only five years of age, his 
father was exiled from his home in Warsaw for being 
implicated in the last Polish struggle for liberty, and 
his wife and son followed him, the former dying in 
exile. That circumstance would impress itself on a 
child’s mind with profound significance, and influence 
his mature j’ears in his attitude towards autocracy.

To those who have not read Conrad, I commend his 
work to them in the words of his friend, Mr. R. B. 
Cunningham Graham :

“  Read and admire: then return thanks to Allah 
who gives water to the thirsty and at long intervals 
sends refreshment for the soul.”

F. G. Cooper.

Biological Concepts.
Selection.

As propounded by the Darwinians Natural Selection 
became, in the hands of certain schools of philosophy, 
the instrument whereby a Purposive Agency of some 
kind worked on the evolutionary material. Peleolo- 
gists and Vitalists treated it as the principle which 
preserves and transmits the benefits of variation. (This 
is not to say, of course, that Darwin himself would 
have approved of such interpretations.)

“  The hypothesis of Natural Selection, in the form 
in which Darwin stated it,”  says Prof. Ilogben (Bio­
logy and Humanism), has been modified out of all 
recognition to accommodate later enquiries into here­
dity and variation, enquiries which followed the 
course prescribed, not by the Origin of Species, but 
by Mendels’ experiments.

It is now known that the fundamental fact of evolu­
tion is not selection, but mutation (abrupt variation). 
That is to say, evolution could still have occurred 
without selection; evolution, in brief, is not dependent 
on a struggle for existence.

We have already sought to dispose of the notion 
that mutation is the work of an Intelligence (Free­
thinker No. 17), and it has now to be added that selec­
tion, too, cannot be regarded as indicative of purpose. 
This, one would think, is made abundantly clear in 
The Scientific Basis of Evolution, by one whose name 
Hogben opines, will in time rank with that of Darwin 
himself; namely Prof. T. H. Morgan (U.S.A.).

“  Only by a perverse use of the term,”  writes Mor­
gan, “ could Natural Selection be interpreted to mean 
a creative agent in nature,”  for “  selection has not 
produced anything new, but only more of certain 
kinds of individuals; evolution, however, means pro­
ducing new things, not more of what already exists.”
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What, then, is the fundamental difference between 
Darwin and Morgan? Briefly this, that “  Darwin be­
lieved in the origin of species by natural selection. 
Morgan believes in the origin of gaps by natural selec­
tion.”  (Hogben, Natural Selection and Research). 
Hence while the title of Darwin’s book laid emphasis 
on species forming, its author’s enduring contributions 
are concerned with how species cease to exist.

“  To Darwin’s generation it seemed that without 
Selection there could be no evolution . . . On this 
view the struggle for existence is the agency which 
makes species change. Evolution becomes a neces­
sity. But for Morgan evolution is only a necessity 
insofar as it happens that mutants do from time to 
time appear.”  (Ibid.) In brief, the struggle for ex­
istence has no creative role.

No mutation, no evolution. No struggle, and there­
fore no selection, and evolution would still go on. 
Take away mutation, and you take away the natural 
agency which makes for evolution. But it is not so 
with selection. Let us posit a universe so large and so 
abundantly supplied with the necessaries of life that 
no struggle occurred; here is a universe in which 
natural selection does not operate. All the species we 
know to-day would be present, and many others beside 
(i . c those which have been swamped out by selec­
tion). Evolution would have occurred, but the 
pageant of life would present a more continuous ap­
pearance to the taxonomist. No striking gaps. No 
fossil relics. Only living forms. No holes made by 
struggle.1 No missing links.

What natural selection does account for “  is the ab­
sence of many kinds of living things that could not 
survive.”  (Morgan), owing to (a) being destroyed; 
(b) not being able to compete with the stock type; (c) 
finding no new environment suitable for their needs; 
or (d) not being able to meet the conditions of the in­
organic world.

With regard to the ceasing of species, then, Darwin’s 
theory is acceptable as ever, preference now being for 
the term “  survival value.”  But with regard to 
species forming “  it has been superseded by exact ex­
perimental enquiry into the mechanism involved in the 
production and preservation of new hereditable 
types.”  (Hogben, Problem of Species), for which 
the work of Mendel was the starting point. “  For 
Morgan, the preservation of new characters ultimately 
resides in Mendel’s law of segregation. It has its 
material basis in the chromosomes.”  (Ibid.) By 
studying the chromosomes it is now possible to state 
whether a given mutant is of the kind which will be 
transmitted; details of this important discovery may be 
consulted in Hogben’s Nature of Living Matter (Chap, 
vi. and vii.). A  new phase arrived when chromosome 
maps of allied species of the vinegar-fly, of which new 
mutants are continually appearing, were constructed 
by Metz and Sturtevant in 1923. Using Mendel’s 
atomistic conception it is possible to state the condi­
tions under which a genetic character will persist.

Having arisen, it is possible to determine why 
new varieties do not revert by hybridization, thereby 
occasioning an indefinite number of new combinations. 
The Yokohama can be made to retain those character­
istics which distinguish it from the White Leghorn, 
by separating the two strains by a partition 
of wire netting. No wire netting, however,
is required to prevent a White Leghorn and a 
Turkey from losing their genetic individualities, for, 
says Hogben, we are here met with the fact of species 
incompatibility, a problem which has already been at-

(Continued at foot of next column.)

1 Digressing into politics, it may be noted that here nature
evidently gives no support to the notion that competition is
the mainspring of progress.

“ Powder and Shot.”
L atterly in these columns we have mentioned w 
the Industrial Christian Fellowship were celebratur- 
Industrial Sunday on April 30, and have records  ̂
further fact that the I.C.F. had obtained the ,S1̂ ‘)S 
tures of many industrialists to one of its rnani e 
and the signatures of prominent Labour leaders a 
Trade Union leaders to another. . 0

A t first glance the reader might be tempted tot 1 
that the necessity for two independent mam  ̂
this year was perhaps an exhibition of studied c * 
distinction, or at least was just silly snobbishness 
the part of the drafters. But when these docuffle»̂  
are seen side by side a deeper significance can be 3 
tached to them. For example, compare the open 
paragraphs: —

Workers’ Manifesto.
The grim spectacle of millions of workless cl^ ap 

in our own and other industrial countries is a 
lenge to all Christian men and women. liuinj111

life. Its existence is a standing reproach to 
nations of the world for their failure to cope Wi

Large-scale unemployment is a foul blot on - ^

with
grave economic and social evil. , ■ j|e

The greatest paradox of our time is that wit 1 ^  
land, idle plant, and idle machinery, large n'11 ^
of our fellow-citizens willing and indeed atixiou ^ 
maintain themselves and their families, cann°  ̂
an opportunity to use their labour. This Para.efty 
which is now universally admitted, is one of P°' jal 
in the midst of plenty, of power to satisfy 111 a 
needs and inability to apply that power.

Employers’ Manifesto ^
Industrial Sunday provides an opportunity  ̂ -tl 

general recognition of the importance of iudus y ,fl 
our National life and of the importance of rehg1 
industrial matters. j oar

litBoth the physical and moral well-being 
people are dependent on employment. Enipl°)'inL. 
is dependent on efficiency and confidence. . 
donee is the off-spring of faith; faith in our fe . 
men with whom we work and among whom we . 
and above all, faith in that Higher Power "  
while aiding and inspiring our efforts does not 
from us the responsibility of helping ourselves- 

Industry can only be successful if it serves  ̂
best interests of the community. The basis 
successful industry is Service. Those wh° 
privileged in industry to participate in the c0ll' l5

-et-
se

Sill"siou of the natural resources of the earth to the 
and service of man, can under Providence only  ̂
ceed if all engaged therein are inspired by the *c  ̂
of service to the community, and in work as in s‘ 
forgetting self “ play for their side.”

to tDe
The Churches have made their appeal ^ ^  

workers’ leaders by reciting the features of the 
economic crisis in a form with which they are ^
in agreement. It is couched in just the same Ians’113,, 
as that which tve have heard so frequently uttered
variety of Labour Party meetings. No one can ^ 
the truth of what is written there and the ^  Ml 
leaders who have endorsed the manifesto no £ 
recognize in it the contents of many a speech of 
own.

(Continued on next page.)

0tacked with success, notably in the case of the do11 
and horse.

At every point then, deterministic biology is 
philosophical speculation from the encumbermci ,, 
unrelated “  principles ” ; and selection, so fat ;[lc 
being an instrument of Preservation employed by s ^  
intelligent, creative agent, becomes merely a 
the survival of inherited variants, both the arriva 
survival of which can be scientifically explained-

G. H. T ayl°s '
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With a similar regard for “  atmosphere
drafters of the employers’ manifesto lrave endeavoured
to administer a little lecture to the industry 
out hurting their feelings. The employ'ersV and
records a truism when it says : “ Both the H  em. 
moral well-being of our people are depen ° d 
Ployment.”  Tire next step, however, »  ,
and if the industrialists were to follow bl 
clerical “ economic advisers,”  it uouc ^
into worse fogs and disasters than those m 
iiave already involved the whole world.
meat continues,

The docu-
- .....“  Employment is dependent on

0 miency and confidence.”  Here is a finely turne

such wages as we think well to give them. Pros­
perity and social peace point the same way. Insub­
ordination is the enemy, yours and ours. Scratch 
a Trade Unionist and you will find a Jacobin (revo­
lutionary) ; catch him talking in his sleep and you 
will overhear an Atheist. (The Town Labourer, 
J. L. and Barbara Hammond, p. 114.)

This is a clear indication that the workers of that 
time had no illusions as to who was their enemy. But 
we can imagine that in 1933 the industrialists find in 
the manifesto of the I.C.F. all the assurances they 
need as to their immediate security. For if you scratch 
a Trade Unionist nowadays you are most likely to findBlit* " i - i c i c  i s  <x xxxi^iy  l u m v «  —  -

t, j. pS>i Ulat cau he counted upon to please the indus- a Churchwarden; or if you should overhear him talk- 
fid*.1StS indced- For is it not the efficiency and con- ing in his sleep you will hear him reciting passages 
the 1°° tnir>l°ycrs that is meant here? But then from the Popes’ encyclicals. These manifestos about
j.lL. C.F. on the strength of their appeal to the Trade which we have written emphasizes all too well what 
fl, ' 7  leaders and self-evident facts should have gone Mr. Baldwin said with as much truth as wit about the 
lin'd , aUd declared that the enormous unemployment British Labour Movement in 1927 : —

i , s c  resulted from the inefficiency of the indus- if  we have taught our opponents nothing else . . .
we have taught them that if they wish to make an 
appeal to the English people, they must put order 
before anarchy, gradualness before violence, and 
compensation before confiscation. They must be 
clothed in an English dress, and Karl Marx instead 
of looking like a German Hebrew, must be made to 
look like a Nonconformist minister, or a Trade Union 
leader.

G.F.G.

trialists. This they have neglected to do, and U re- 

qwn-es nothing more than the iurt^ r„ . ^  assure the 
confidence is the off-spring of faitl , .

industrialists that the Churches ha\c no 1 j n_
exposing their responsibility for the world ens .
stead they will very naturally welcome these ue  ̂
efforts of the Churches in continuing 1 . ^
throwing off smoke screens with which o ^
Workers to relieve the employers of tro 
labour disturbances.

, Who knows on what employment really does depen f
better than the industrialists? Or to pu
Way. v~
are the

reserve , ,, , ,< „ iiass.”  Those who, asdown ...... .............  — --- - . Mr. Weller thought the latte
Wage-earners to keen themselves alive? By os e Pope puts it ... • :i ieer
tlle Christian ideology which encourages P ^ P J  { <• Damn with faint praise^ a^eu ^ q sneer.»>

their rights, without question the Churcnes
Rented

The Origin of Law.
Who knows better than the industrialist what

essential conditions to keep in existence the . r D0liticiausl.
an„y of unemployed, which is used to t o e  » rn th e  lash,on 

\vages to a level which barely suffices for the | » } ». .. ...................... * < •• -- *-- —

People from developing that independence of | have much to answer for. Poets have been among the
worst offenders. Tennyson wrote of

“  The lawless science of our law,
That codeless myriad of precedent,
That wilderness of single instances.”

Another poet, May, said :—
“ The law is blind, and speaks in general terms,

She cannot pity where occasion serves.”
Lord Brougham described a lawyer as “  a gentleman 

who rescues your estate from your enemies and keeps it 
for himself.” Goldsmith affirmed that “ lawyers are 
always more ready to get a man into troubles than out of 
them.”  Swift thought laws “ like cobwebs, which may 
catch small flics, but let wasps and hornets get through.” 

abqVe -ill 1, lCy ar.e besought ky f 'le I C L  to ha\e j?mcrsou .stated, perhaps ironically, that if a man will 
aidin„ . .faith iu that Higher Power which while ]-eep the law his way will he strewn with satisfaction.”
tile r l" d “ »spiring our efforts does not take from us There are, be it observed, as many contradictions in these 

esl>onsihility of helping ourselves.”  Helping opinions as there arc in the law itself, and in the 
to what? A h ! that is the question. The ' “ “  e ---------*'~’

thought and self-reliance which alone can help people 
0 effect a change of system.

r ! t 's not surprising to find the industrialists only too
to line themselves up behind the priests and par-

s°ns. When the latter write “  confidence is the ofi-
'IV11'K of faith; faith in our fellow-men with whom we

i"0rk and among whom we live ”  the industrialists
,avo no difficulty in agreeing. For they know that
0 unemployed can be made to go without a little

110re to ease the burden of taxation on the rich.
f eat as the faith of the industrialists in their power
0 c°ntmue exploiting the workers may be, it is not 

enough. -

ti, ‘is*-
.1 <lc»Urcrs who have shut down their factories in 
in 'r^ss °f rationalizing and who are enabled to live
how d̂ort 011 their accumulated fortunes have known 

Profit from this good advice of the clericals.
no\v
Auff
Hie hi'1 So fa1' as they think it necessary, they applaud 
Uhiocta °f putting the responsibility for the misfor- 
Al . of 

"Ughty.
their displaced workpeople upon the

0nestirr;,; hundred and fifty years ago the workers were

4 ?b,to

11 opinions ” of lawyers as to the meaning of any particu­
lar section of it. The lawyer, much abused as he is for 
cupidity and want of precision, might with justice retort 
that it is the carelessness of lay persons that gives him 
most of his opjiortunities— and “ costs.”

Law, like religion, is part of the total evolution of 
man. A great authority (Edward Jenks) says : “  If we 
want to know what law was, not what it ought to have 
been, we must look not at the books of the philosophers, 
but at the codes of the practitioners; at the rules which 
men felt themselves bound to obey, not because they

I'loi
s»st;

Ters

help themselves to rise above their 1111- thought them wise or good or pleasant, but because they 
conditions to such good purpose that the em- could not help themselves.”  Law, that is to say, is the11UI 1S> LU r>UV-» 1 -- ---- ----  ---------

"ere sent running to the Government for as- alternative to force; “ the rule of the camp, the shop, the 
acmin„*. ..1   rr .   field.” The King, Parliament, the State, as the head

Y°. af?amst them’ Crylllg : I and source'of law,’ are comparatively modern. The first
eiKlo CoiKlitions of success for the landowner were j ]aws were ma(]e py common folk for themselves.
a '°sures and corn laws : for us they are cheap ( 
' 1,1 docile labour, men and women forced to take

A.H.



3 X8 THE FREETHINKER May i 4 > *933

Correspondence.

THE N.S.S. AND ITS PRINCIPLES.

To the E ditor of the "  F reethinker.”

S ir ,— I can foresee tlie Conference this year developing 
into a ‘ ‘ nine days’ wonder.” Miss Moore and Mr. Green 
have set the ball rolling, and I am wondering whether 
even your traditional good management and the lusty 
use of the historic hammer will succeed in bringing that 
ball to rest before nightfall. As regards the basic re­
vision of our “  Aims and Objects,” we shall all be burst­
ing with ideas, and I can almost feel the electric current 
that will pass through the assembly when this item on 
the Agenda is reached. May I therefore suggest that 
those who are interested in this matter should commence, 
as the Americans would say, right now to marshal their 
ideas into definite and concise form. Let them re-read 
the letter by Miss Moore and Mr. Green, and make up 
their minds exactly what is to be thought about it, being 
prepared, moreover, to express themselves in the space 
of a few minutes.

If it comes to a question of revision, my ideas are as 
follows : It seems to me that if your objects are X, Y  and 
Z, it is best, if you can manage it, to be able to say that 
they are primarily X, and therefore Y  and Z. This 
gives a logical coherence to the matter, which at one 
and the same time clarifies our position and argues our 
case. Catching the eye of the outsider, I think this form 
of statement would be likely to make the strongest ap­
peal. I hold that our position is capable of statements in 
this form, and that along these lines it could probably 
be made unexceptionable to most of us.

It seems to me that we are primarily a secular move­
ment, that is to say that our naturalistic outlook is the 
keynote. Our Freethought follows from this because of 
our evolutionary interpretation of social growth. Our 
opposition to religion is likewise a logical consequence 
of our naturalistic philosophy. On the ethical side we 
are merely dealing, once again, with the naturalistic ap­
proach to our subject, operating in the particular sphere 
of morals. Our political interest in secular education 
is once again a development from our basic position of 
naturalism. We are in truth the S f,cui.ar Society. All 
this commits us, therefore, rather to a method than to 
an inflexible doctrine. In this way we do not neces­
sarily identify ourselves permanently with this or that 
policy, this or that system of life, this or that moral 
code. We change with the changing results of scientific 
discovery, side by side with which our philosophy grows 
and is modified.

I suggest that the proposed draft submitted by Miss 
Moore and Mr. Green could bo thrown into this connected 
form without essential modification. At present it ap­
pears as a series of more or less isolated propositions. 
The task of pulling these together into a unified frame­
work along the lines above suggested could best be per­
formed, sir, by yourself. For you to do so would greatly 
shorten our work at the coming Conference.

M f.dicu s.

THE METROPOLITAN SECULAR SOCIETY.

T he Dinner on Sunday at Reggiori’s Restaurant, King’s 
Cross, was an unqualified success. Speeches afterwards 
by the President (Mr. C. E. Ratcliffe), Dr. R. A. 
MacLeod, Mrs. Hornibrook, Mrs. HatclifTe, Miss Wood, 
and Messrs. A. D. Beckwith, G. Cores, , L. Ebury, F. A. 
Hornibrook, T. F. Palmer, G. Royle, and C. Tuson kept 
the audience attentive until n  p.m. The eighty-seven 
guests were each presented with a bouquet of pansies. 
The dinner was a credit to the Restauranteurs. Satis­
faction was expressed with the splendid Hall, which 
has been reserved for the future Sunday evening meet­
ings of the Society, and a spirit of optimism with regard 
to the Society’s activities formed the keynote of an en­
joyable evening.

The first outdoor meeting of The Metropolitan Secular 
Society took place last .Sunday in Regents Park, when 
Mr. C. Tuson had a large audience. The meetings start 
at 3 p.m. C.W.

SUNDAY L E C TU R E  NOTICES, Etc-

LONDON,

INDOOR.

South Place E thical Society (Conway Hall, Re  ̂ ^se. 
Square, W.C.i) : n.o, S. K. Ratcliffe—“ President i' 
velt’s Dictatorship.”

outdoor.
. «par tĥBethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, 

Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. E. C. Saphin—“ Who Invented

F ulham Branch N.S.S. (opposite Walham Green 
7.30, Monday till Friday, both inclusive, Mr. G. Win e

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, 
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, May 14, Mr. F. P. Corrigan.
Hill Park, Hampstead, 8.0, Monday, May 15, Mr. L• v  ̂
Albert Street, Regents Park, 8.0, Thursday, May iS> ' ' 
Tuson.

Metropolitan Secular Society (Regents Park) : 3-0 
6.0 p.m. g

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) ■ ^  
Sunday, May 14, Mr. h. Ebury, Cock Pond, Claph“® ,,, 
Town, 8.0, Wednesday, May 17, Air. C. Tuson. C al 
Junction, 8.0, Friday, May 19, Air. F. P. Corrigan.

WEST Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside the Technical 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Sunday, Alay if; 3, 
day to Thursday evenings inclusive, 8.0, Air. G. Whit

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12.0, ®u,ll'‘j0, 
May 14, Air. B. A. Le Maine and Aliss Nancy I'r'tL.' 'fS, 
Messrs. Bryant and A. D. Howell-Smith, B.A. 6.30, A e 
Bryant, Tuson, Saphin and Hyatt. The Frcethinker ^  
other Freethought literature can be obtained during s, 
after the meetings, of Air. Dunn, outside the Park >n 
water Road. ^

Woolwich (Beresford Square): 8.0, Sunday, Alay U’ ^ 
Burke. Lakedale Road, Plumstead, 8.0, Tuesday, . s. 
S. Burke. “ The Ship,”  I’hmistead Common, 8.0, " e ,of(l 
day, Alay 17, Aressrs. F. W. Smith and S'. Burke. bereG g, 
Square, 8.0, Thursday, Alay 18, Alessrs. F. W. Smith ‘*L̂ 3v, 
Burke. “ The Ship,”  Plumstead Common, S.o, r 
Alay 19, Messrs. F. W. Smith and S. Burke.

COUNTRY.

outdoor.

Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level) : 3.0, Air. de 
A Lecture. Alembers are requested to support the ph> 1

Glasgow Secular Society (West Regent Street) : S’̂ [ee- 
Buntin—“ Spiritualism.” The Freethinker and other 
thought literature an sale at above meeting.

L iverpool Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Drive, opposite 
ton Baths) : 8.0, A. V. Sliortt, A Lecture.

Newcastle Secular Society N.S.S. (Bigg Ahirket) :
Air. Alan Flanders.

Newcastle-On-Tyne (Bigg Market) : 7.30, Friday,
19, Arr. J. T. Brighton.

Seaham H arbour (Church Street) ; 8.0, Saturday.
13, AH. J. T. Brighton.

South Shields (Market Place) : 7.0, Wednesday.
17, Arr. J. T. Brighton.

S underland Branch (Lambton Street) : 7.0, Sunday,
14, Air. J. T. Brighton.

T rawden, 7.45, Friday, Ahay 12, Air. J. Clayton. 
A ccrington Market, 7.0, Sunday, Afay 14, Air. J.
Nelson Market, 8.0, Tuesday, Afay 16, Afr. J. Cl*.

W«1’
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UNW ANTED CHILDRE^
In a Civilized Community there should he 

U N W A N T ED  Children.

po

For ait Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of b' 
Control Requisites and Books, send a ijid . stampJ . R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Be«*5

established nearly half a century.
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list o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s

Issued and Sold by ^

THE PIONEER PRESS (G. W . F ootk & CO., L td-;

6 l FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E-C.4-

ROBERT ARCH
SOCIETY AND SUPERSTITION. 4d-, P°stage ^ d'

CHAPMAN COHEN
K GRAMMAR o f  FREETHOUGHT, Cloth Bound, 5

ESSAYS IN FREETHENKING, Three Complete Volum 
7s. 6d., post free.

G°D AND EVOLUTION. 6d., postage id. j t ,d
Materialism re-stated, cioth, 29.6d., p° g p 
Q0t> AND THE UNIVERSE. Cloth 3s-> Pos ag

is., postage 2d. , M nostagr
Christianity and slavery, cioth 29.

Id.; Paper is. 6d., postage 2d. __ rlf>th , 9„
WAR, CIVILIZATION AND THE CHURC?, ' '

Paper js., postage 3d. and 2d. respec.ive

CHRIST!
Prof. J. W. DRAPER

AND CIVILIZATION. 2d., postage Jid.
and q 0F THE c o n f l ic t  b e t w e e n  r e l ig io n

SCIENCE. 395 pages, 2S., postage 4>id.

Rn ARTHUR FALLOWS
p ^ f IC APHORISMS a n d  p u r p l e  p a t c h e s .

er Covers, 3s. 6d., postage 4'/4d.

!iUres
H. G. FARMER

Y IN ART. 3d., postage Jíd.

G. W. FOOTE
!;IBLR ROMANCES. 2S. 6d., postage 3d- 
"H BIBEE HANDBOOK. 2S. 6d., postage 2'/A 
MR PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 2d., postage tfd 

H JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. 6d., postage '/A- 
ARESPEARE AND OTHER LITERARY ESSAYS 

'otL 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

DAVID HUME
RSSAY on  SUICIDE. Id., postage '/A-

Col. R. G. INGERSOLL
Vv 15 Ho u seh old  o f  f a i t h , id., postage Kd-

Is RELIGION? id., postage '/A- 
AT IS IT WORTH?—id., postage l/d.

H ARTHUR LYNCH
AND MIND. 6d., postage id,

C,J W. MANN
Mnr!STlANlTY !N CHINA. 6d., postage id.
Pao RN Ma t e r ia l is m . Paper is. 6d., postage 2d.
SCte AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. 2d., postage >,d 

Tllw CR AND TH® SOUL. 3d-  postage ld'
45 Religion of famous men. id., postage «/a.

, GERALD MASSEY
^HISTORICAL JESUS AND MYTHICAL CHRIST 

Q > PosUge id.

fl[ A. MILLAR
' Ro b e s  o f  PAN. 6d., postage id.

K UPASAKA
Poŝ H EN ’s  t h o u g h t s  ON CHRISTIANITY, i».,taSe id.

JRsus GEORGE WHITEHEAD
. ageCMRlST ; MAN, GOD, OR MYTH ? Cloth, 3s., post
Man Â d-
R̂ t,l(\. MIS GODS. 2d., postage Jtfd,

R'l.in AND PSYCHO-ANALYSIS—
C,0]) ,I<>N and Women. 6d., postage id.

’ L evies and Men. gd., postage id.
ANn Rki.igion. cjd., postage id.

The Secular Society, Ltd.
C h airm an— CHAPM AN COHEN.

Company Limited by Guaranteea

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Secretary: R. H. Rosetti.

This Society was formed in 189S to afford legal security to 
the acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the 
Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle that human 
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not 
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in this 
world is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro­
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu­
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State, 
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to 
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any 
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any 
person, and to employ the same for any of the purposes of 
the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a 
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings.

The liability of members is limited to ¿1, in case the 
Society should ever be wound up.

All who join the Society participate in the control of its 
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly 
provided in the Articles of Association that no member, as 
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, either 
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year, 
but are eligible for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in 
their wills. The now historic decision of the House of Lords 
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in 
1917, a verbatim report of which may be obtained from its 
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes 
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators : —

I give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
the sum of £...... free from Legacy Duty, and I direct
that a receipt signed by two members of the Board of 
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a 
good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary 
should be formally notified of such bequests, as wills some­
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, with full 
particulars, will be sent on application to the Secretary, 
R. H. R osetti, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

| Materialism Re-stated j
{ By CHAPMAN COHEN. 1
| A clear and concise statement of one of the most j  
j  important issues in the history of science and J 
: philosophy. »j Cloth Bound, price 2/6. Postage 2jid. (

I The P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

*  ------------*--------- --------------- ------------- -------------- 4

*  ------------------------------- ---------------------------------Cf
| SPECIAL OFFER. J

l Essays in Freethinking \
i B y C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

i The Three Volumes Complete of “ Essays is
Freethinking ” will be sent post free for I| _____________  7a. 6 d . j

ji T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j
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CRUCIFIXION & RESURRECTION 
OF JESUS

BY

W. A. CAMPBELL.

WITH A PREFACE BY

The Rt. Hon. JOHN M. ROBERTSON.

A DOUBLE-SIDE EDISON BELL RECORD- j

“ THE MEANING AND VALUE OF j 
FREETHOUGHT ”

AN ADDRESS BY

CHAPM AN COHEN.

Price 2s, By Post carefully packed 2s. 

Foreign and Colonial orders is. extra.

*
t

9d. I 
*
*

OPINIONS

In his Preface Mr. Robertson says :—

This book “  is worth study by 
plain men who are concerned to 

hold reasonable opinions.”

>; Random Reflections and Wayside Sayioi j
i

Cloth 2s.
!
i«*
(
jf>*'*-**

Postage 2d. ï

The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, B.C.4.

BY
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