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Views and Opinions.

Religion
A F
foi

and Beer.
R'Y weeks ago the House of Commons by a vote of 

one> gave a second reading to a Bill which11 r to
aimed
aiWhin
distill 
¡£«1 of 1( 
,llailcellor

l at preventing anyone under sixteen hearing 
ing that would rouse dissatisfaction with the 
Qg social order or would excite doubt of tlie 

religion. This was soon followed by the 
— or of the Exchequer, member of a  ̂part}

• w-twl to save the nation, announcing that it hai 
.1^" resolved to take a penny off every pint of beer.

lle gesture was magnificent; it was worthy of a party 
, !at could vote a second reading to the Seditious and 
/ lasl-hemous Teaching to Children Bill. Note that, 
" and off the register, there are nearly four millions 

of employment. Financially, the country is in a 
Asperate position— it cannot afford to keep the Prime 

'fillister in the country for too lengthy a period. 
f''UroPe is nearer war than it has been since it 
'lst thought of fighting a war that was intended to 

war impossible. The nations of the world trust 
Vc‘l other not at all. So the ruling political party
, ls&S t o  Hip. _____ -•__ >—  o F iild rn n  n c
’fin
Off

'°rant
each

"  0 CVAA. W'-' «-A*V * -------C> X ----------- A

the occasion by trying to keep children as 
as were their parents, and by taking a penny 

fcver_, Pint of beer! By this latter legislation 
ivhon -°ne °f l*le unemployed, or partly employed, or 
I r ? e®ployed will save a penny with every pint of 
coils 10 'Aiiiks. The only man who cannot save is the 
restri',?n^°Us teetotaler. But the man who has hitherto 
m i^ e d  himself to ten pints of beer a week, can, by 
shilHif '*S consninption to forty pints, save three 
age p, s ,and fourpence a week to supplement his old 
a t,Y>O('jlsl0n. Drink more and save more would make 
v'°Us!. rallying  ery for the next election. And, ob- 
5s * tile flmf file d e sire  to save
(la 

St
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ti>e Chancellor hopes that the desire to save 
iy t - Pennies as possible will grow in strength from

m day.

’"any

Tllce°rge and Merrie England.
strcn,̂  eer is not to be merely cheaper; it is also to be

. "ger 
be:e also is religion. There is to be plenty

and plenty of religion, and there is to be a

tight hold on children to see that their intelligence 
does not develop too rapidly. Somehow this conjunc
tion of cheaper beer and a plentiful supply of religion 
seems peculiarly appropriate. The spiritual and the 
spirituous have so often run together that their meet
ing to-day looks like a reunion of old friends. And this 
union has both a religious and a sociological signifi
cance. We have it on the authority of Mr. Winston 
Churchill, as given in his speech on St. George’s Day, 
that England is the finest country in the w'orld for 
Duke and Dustman. I agree. I do not think there is 
any country in the world where the Dustman will 
more readily rally to the protection of the Duke 
against all who would rob him of his place and 
privileges, or where the Dustman can retire to his bed 
with a greater sense of security with regard to his own 
position. Each will guard the status of the other. 
The Duke may sleep knowing that the Dustman will 
make no attack on his Dukedom; the Dustman may 
rest satisfied that not a Duke within “  this England ”  
will rob him of a single ounce of his dust.

The Chancellor, Mr. Churchill, and the promoters 
of the Seditious and Blasphemous Teaching to 
Children Bill are orthodox statesmen. More
over they know that England rose to its 
greatest when religion was plentiful and beer 
was cheap. The England that beat Napoleon 
had both religion and beer that were cheap 
and strong. When England made itself the world’s 
factoxy and gained control of the seven seas, no one 
thought of challenging the supremacy of either beer 01- 
religion. There were no public schools save such as 
existed by the consent of the Church as by law estab
lished. Registry offices for marriage were unknown, 
and no Jews, and only Christians of a particular brand, 
were permitted to take a hand in making our laws. 
No Dustman dreamed of laying down the law' to Dukes. 
The Eord’s Day was a real Saints’ Day, with tlie 
church and the public-house monopolising attention. 
There was no rivalry between the two, for it was 
decreed that w'hen the Church opened the public house 
shut, and when the public house opened the Church 
closed its doors. A  wise and religious legislature saw' 
to it that the religion supplied was fiery, and that the 
beer sold was strong— so strong that publicans could 
advertise a good “ drunk”  for a penny, “ blind drunk” 
for twopence, and for those who had reached this last 
and, psychologically, semi-religious stage, clean straw 
for nothing. I take it that Mr. Chamberlain, 
Mr. Churchill, and the Duchess of Atholl look back 
longingly on those good old days, a time of cheap re
ligion and strong beer. A  people who get plenty 
of beer and plenty of religion are not given to heresy 
and revolution. It really looks as though quite a 
number of our rulers agree with the words of Shakes
peare, which he puts as Cresar’s comment on the “ lean 
and hungry Cassius.”
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Let me have men about that fear the gods 
Shallow-pated knaves that love their swipes,
Not men that have a keen and hungry look.
They think too much; such men are dangerous.
They are shrewd observers and look quite through 
The deeds of men unto their aims.

I am quoting from my own annotated and emendated 
edition of Shakespeare, but I feel sure that is the way 
in which the writer intended the lines to run.

* -x- *

T h e  “ G o o d ” M an.

There really is in all this something in the nature 
of a profound sociological moral. Actually, neither 
Governments nor Churches are fond of people who 
think too much or who are too shrewd observers. 
They do not make either “  good citizens ”  or “ sound 
believers.”  Both our spiritual and our secular rulers 
may put up with them, they may even employ them, 
but they are not loved. To a Government a “  good 
citizen ”  is one who pays his taxes without demur, 
and generally does as he is told. To a church, 
Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan, or other, a good 
member is one who is unfaltering in his belief and 
unquestioning in his obedience. Neither Churches 
nor Governments have ever persecuted men for not 
thinking enough, but they have both been on their 
guard and have heavily punished men and women for 
thinking too much. It is the business of a Govern
ment to keep people quiet; it is the business of a 
Church— particularly of the Christian Church— to give 
men peace of mind. Not happiness, be it noted, but 
contentment. Happiness is too boisterous and too ex
citable a mental state for the Church to encourage. 
Indeed some of the most famous of Christian preachers 
have strongly protested against the idea that it was 
any part of the aim of their religion to give men terres- 
tial happiness. Gibbon’s famous remark concerning 
the early Christians that it was not in this world that 
they hoped to be happy or aimed at being useful, was 
no more than an expression of the truth. The human 
animal who was also a Christian has craved peace of 
mind, and that mainly meant a removal of the sense of 
fear. But they have howled to high heaven that they 
were “  miserable sinners ” — not happy sinners, but 
miserable sinners, and all they really asked from the 
Lord was to be made contented sinners.

But peace of mind may be a purely passive state. 
It may indicate no more than an exhibition of a sheep 
nibbling grass, a cow chewing the cud, or a donkey 
who is allowed every now and again to bray or kick 
up his heels. It is, however, unfortunate for both 
Churches and Governments that many people want 
more than mere peace of mind; they desire the more 
active condition of positive happiness, and they will 
often struggle hard to attain it. That is where the 
trouble commences, and it is here that religion and 
beer, or their equivalents, play their part. Tt is their 
business to provide occasional bursts of hectic happi
ness with lengthy periods of mere contentment. And 
no better agents could be found than religion and beer 
— or the equivalent of beer. Get a man gloriously 
drunk on either beer or religion, and he will experi
ence moments of riotous enjoyment. He will be as 
obstreperously happy as a football fan watching his 
favourites win the “  Cup.”  He will sing where he 
otherwise might have wept, or he may cheer where he 
otherwise might have cursed. In this way he gets a 
momentary glimpse of a kind of happiness, and that 
leads to contentment between bursts. And when he 
is idiotically sober instead of being sanely drunk he 
will give his religious convictions full play; lie will 
“  rationalize ”  them and thank God for a Government 
that guards his early years from the disturbing influ
ence of unbelief, and for a Church which supplies him

the truthwith “  dope ”  that prevents his questioning 
of what he is told.

* * *
A  H o ly  A llian ce.

There is really a very ancient connexion be "  
religion and strong drink. Students of religi011' ^ .

kind C
is

parsons who never really study religion at all- 
that the taking of intoxicating drinks of one 
another for the purpose of creating religious visi011̂  
common in primitive societies and with many c 
paratively advanced ones. Like the modern Chris 
who proclaims that he feels the spirit of the 
working within him, and who thus blames 
for what may be no more than indigestion, or like 
medieval monk fasting and praying and then ta' 
the creations of his tortured brain for “ cele,5 . 
visions,”  strong drinks have been largely u9e^fe 
order to open the gates of paradise to those who ' 
under their influence. And, psychologically> ^
really is very little to distinguish between the 
who is half-crazed with religion and the one u ^

flu-
singing and shouting under the influence of drill' 
might, indeed, be well argued that of the two  ̂
ences that of strong drink is the less troublesome- 
man under the influence of drink may be quarre

and a

nuisance. The lack of psychological balance m fl;

and a nuisance to his fellows, a man under the i 
cuce of religion is sure to be both quarrelsome m ^

case is marked. Extreme moods, extravagancy 
language and behaviour are equally marked, bn 
spirituous drunkard scores most marks f°r • f. 
temper. As Bacon said, “ Strong drink did never 
turb States, but leaves the road open to good ho"’^  
good fellowship and a sturdy interest in the P̂ ea ^0f 
of life. But religion hath led men to the commitm1-1 ( 
many and diverse offences, and hath called fr°lT1

tlie

sover-heated brains of its devotees strange customs * 
grave crimes. Wherefore if a man seeketh dis . 
tion it be better that he find it in the fumes of s 
ale than in the tempestuous fanaticism excited b> 
diligence in strange and fantastical religi°llS j

annot3trines. Again, I quote from my own «**- .j,e 
edition of Bacon’s essays, but I am sure that 
great Chancellor would not seriously disagree 
me.

tfi,-itli

C h apm an  CoHe-íS-

Without Money and Witho^ 
Price.

“  How quickly nature falls into revolt 
When gold becomes her object.’ ’—Shal^sPca ^

T he grapes in the Lord’s Vineyard are drier 
smaller than they used to be. No longer does . e 
delectable place deserve the name of El Dorado» . 
Land of Gold. The faces of the clergy resemble 11 ̂  
ing so much as the expression of a tired funeral h° 
For the alms-dishes and the offertory-bags me 
longer enlivened with silver collections, but 
burdened with what Shakespeare calls “  the be£c‘i|(ll 
denarius.”  The financial outlook is darkening» ‘ |>$ 
with the exception of a few show-places like St- ^  
Cathedral and Westminster Abbey, most Churcla*’ jy 
port lessening congregations. The faithful are j11 
represented by middle-aged people, who, m (pii 
course of a few years, will die out. The ChrP yj, 
soldier far too often is represented in battle by * 
devoted wife; when that placid lady retires the eb‘l 0{ 
should be somewhat similar between the 
Waterloo when embattled hosts engaged in c°u .¿d 
and the present day when a few guides sell 
relics to tourists at high prices. ,|i-

Moreover, complaints are being made by

are
riy

goers that religion is too dear. Being acquainted1 vvm



THE FREETHINKER 291May 7) I933

f’0(l is a costly business; not so expensive as knowing 
a lady of the chorus, but still an onerous affair. Pew 
r™ts are absurdly high, begging appeals are far too 
rc‘gular and insistent, justifying Mark Twain s ironic 
remark that the difference between a theatre and a 
church was that you pay to go in one and pay to get 
°ut of the other. Visitors even say that St. Paul s 
Cathedral is as commercialized as a wax-works show, 
aud that the only thing you can do without payment 
ls to blow your nose.
< 1 he alluring advertisements of such bodies as the 

Church and Salvation Armies, the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, and Faith-Healing evangelists, 
'aside the numerous appeals of other religious organ- 
nations for cash, reminds us that the Christian Re- 
'gion is a business and is worked on strictly com

mercial lines. Missions and meetings are advertised 
ln the same way as pills, theatrical ventures and blood 
an(\ thunder films. Preachers and revivalists adopt 
Mmilar methods to circus proprietors and cinema 
managers, and all have the same object in view. The 
Purely business side of religion, however, is seen 
dearest in the case of the so-called Church of Eug- 
laud, which being the creation and creature of Parlia
ment stands in the limelight more than the more ob- 
^ure sects.

Swift said bluntly that religion was a trade. He 
s 10"1<1 have known, for lie was a Dean and knew the 
Same from the inside. On the commercial side the 
■ nglish Church is a gigantic syndicate, controlling 

Property worth £100,000,000, and the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners and the Governors of Queen Anne’s 
bounty have to deal with such diverse matters as taxes 
011 a&rieulture, coal royalties, rentals from landed 
crates, and administering ancient endowments, l'he 

uurch owns property in the City of London alone 
'v°rth at least £4,000,000, and that it has outstayed its
Period of -•-------  ^  ^
Jo,
Jew-

000
U'ish

of usefulness is seen from the fact that the
inhabitants of the City proper are principally
People with a sprinkling of caretakers, police-

, • and their families. Nor is this all, for, recently,
rle Church Authorities decided to sell nineteen dere-
mt City Churches in order to use the money so ob- 

tained

"leu,

ihe Church of England may be said, not unfairly, 
” Pc a church of priests rather than that of the people 

"hose name it so arrogantly claims. Although only 
"e Person in nineteen attends an Anglican place of 
' 01 ship, this church possesses 300 bishops, and 16,000 
eigy. There are no less than 1,877 parishes with a 

P°PUlation under 200.

m other directions.

Undeer and 4,802 with a population 
a,1Uis' 5°°.' ^ i s  preponderance of bishops has its 
^yled'Tc Sl(̂ e‘ One right-reverend Father-in-God is 
is a <l *,shop of Northern and Central Europe, and : 
tr,,lv-S‘̂ c conjecture that, beyond a mere handful ofairist,
istenc ■ ’ 110 one on the Continent is aware of his ex- 

C
Chur T,m r̂cialism is not unknown in the Free 
reiy ,C 1CS- Tlley have few endowments, and have to 
e5tPedii ')azaars> exhibitions, jumble sales, and other 
Saud '
Uiese
lo ^ ^ h o d s  as an easy way of raising money. The

'nts, to make up the pastor’s salary. Ten thou- 
chapels, mission halls, and tin-tabernacles rely on

of
its

the outcome is seen in the vast trading organization

stn,!'°"1̂ ers, tea, clothing, children’s toys, musical in-
Salvation Army, which sells regularly among

a "lents and all manner of requisites, and uses theProfit f
USllaj- 1<>r propaganda. It touts for emigrants at the 
"nd Miargcs, and draws commission from steamship 
aRed U,hvay companies. Insurance is also encour- 
Scei_’ tlaus justifying the pleasantry that Salvationists 
Possi, 0 he insured against fire in this world and a

S,
lt*.,le uext. There is even a Salvation Army Rani 

n°w desired to make the religion of the Man of 
a less unpleasant, as well as a profitable

0rr,
is

T v s

pastime for the ordinary citizen. To attract paying 
audiences, painful Sabbaths have been replaced by 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoons, Brass bands, string or
chestras, and soloists assist leather-lunged preachers. 
Labour Members of Parliament, and tame publicists, 
share the pulpit or platform with reformed burglars 
and converted policemen and actors. This nebulous 
Nothingarianism has small resemblance to historic 
Christianity, and elderly churchgoers must be startled 
at so great a transformation. Faith was far stronger 
in the bad, old days, when it did not need the artificial 
impetus of purely secular amusement. Our believing 
ancestors went to church, and their families with them. 
It was a painful duty like a visit to the dentist, but it 
had to be done. Nowadays, young people do not 
worry about their souls, and papa slides off to golf on 
the slightest provocation.

It is a bad joke for the clergy to pretend to be in
terested in social problems in order to attract support 
for their churches. If these priests were sincere, they 
would go to Park Lane and the West-End of London 
and tell the idle folks there that it is immoral to draw 
rents from slum1 property, and to the colliery and rail
way magnates and tell them that men are exposed to 
death and mutilation in order to pay royalties and divi
dends to shareholders. They would tell their titled and 
aristocratic patrons that it is immoral that women 
should sew garments for a few pence, and that children 
should be underfed and ragged. Three millions of 
men and women are unable to find work to do, and 
are living from hand to mouth in the richest country 
of the world. Endless repetitions of the “  old, old 
story of Jesus and his love ”  will not help humanity 
in these times of stress and trouble. Meanwhile forty 
thousand priests of this country point to a clock which 
stopped at Jerusalem twenty centuries ago, and re
quest their congregations to believe that it is the latest 
communication from Greenwich Observatory. In re
turn for their hocus-pocus the clergy gracefully take 
millions of money which might be used to better pur
pose. It is the biggest bluff of twenty centuries.

M im n er m u s.

Atheist and Agnostic.

C ertain  words, such as the two foregoing, are often 
referred to as labels. But it is a mistake to suppose 
that the function of these words is akin to tliat of 
labels. For, whereas labels are usually affixed to 
articles for the purpose of giving information, of 
various sorts concerning the articles to which they are 
attached, words can never, of themselves, give any in
formation at all about anything. In the first place, 
before a word can be used to give information, it must 
have some meaning for the person using it. And, 
secondly, this meaning has to be similar to the mean
ing given to it by others before the word can be under
stood— that is to say, before the information we wish 
to give can be received by anyone else.

It would be more accurate to say that word-labels 
resemble the headings upon cards in a private card- 
index system. The mind of an individual is like the 
system, while words are like the headings under which 
he inscribes a number of entries from experience. In 
this way the mind catalogues a number of otherwise 
dissociated events, and by means of the headings it 
reduces the quantity of material which the memory 
has to cope with. But although these headings, or 
word-labels, can be handed over in speech or writing 
to a second person, the whole inventory of experi
ences which has been catalogued under them remains 
hidden in the mind of the first person. And it is just 
this inventory that constitutes the meaning of a given
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word for each individual. Unless other persons have 
formed similar inventories under the same heading, 
the meaning given to a word by one person will not be 
understood by the others.

The circumstances under which persons speaking 
the same language learn to use these word-labels are, 
for most practical purposes, very similar. It is for 
this reason alone that a given language can be used as 
a means of conveying information. Yet, in spite of 
this, no one can ever learn the use of any word in ex
actly the same circumstances as any other person. 
And this accounts for the gradual change in meaning 
which words undergo; it also accounts for the varieties 
of meaning in one word, as well as for a very large 
number of arguments and disagreements which arise 
in ordinary discussions. The assumption usually is 
that, because Jones uses a word-label with which 
Brown is familiar, therefore the complex of associa
tions connected with that word {i.e., the meanings) 
are bound to be identical for both. But this is a false 
assumption. The associations can never be the same. 
At best they can only be very similar.

It is, nevertheless, possible by agreement upon a 
particular verbal definition, to arrive at a meaning 
which is identical for all persons concerned in a par
ticular discussion. It is also usually possible, by 
analysing a sufficient number of sources, to arrive at 
some lowest common multiple which will serve as a 
I',radical definition of the meaning of a word for all 
general purposes. Some word-labels have admittedly 
reached such a stage of vagueness and ambiguity that 
any attempt to discover a common meaning for them is 
bound to end in failure. But words such as these are 
doomed to a natural extinction.

A  realization of the difficulties inherent in arriving 
at a common meaning for many word-labels has led 
not a few thoughtful persons to look upon such 
words with something of contempt. The deliberate 
misuse of words, or the deliberate use of ambiguous 
words in order to mislead, has further increased sus
picion. So much is this the case that we find many 
people reluctant to adopt any name descriptive of 
their beliefs, either social, political or religious, for 
fear lest others should put a wrong interpretation upon 
it. Yet word-labels are essential to logical thought; 
and without them discussion would become needlessly 
involved. Therefore, rather than discard them alto
gether, we should endeavour to make the best of them. 
And the way to do this is, firstly, to formulate our 
own meanings clearly in our minds; secondly, to be 
able to define them intelligibly whenever the necessity 
for explanation arises; and thirdly, to be prepared to 
change them if we find that they do not agree with the 
interpretations put upon them by the majority of 
people we meet.

With regard to the two word-labels Atheist and 
Agnostic, a curious phenomenon often manifests it
self. We find, on the one hand, that there appears 
to be little or no confusion in the public mind as to the 
common meanings of these terms. On the other hand, 
we find a fairly persistent rumble of disagreement as 
to their legitimate application amongst those very 
persons who have chosen to adopt these names. This 
unsatisfactory state of affairs is surely not one that 
should be allowed to continue if there is any way to 
put an end to it. For it does no good to the vital 
cause which both hold in common. So it is the pur
pose of this article to suggest the means whereby this 
state of affairs can be remedied.

Everyone has his own idea what these words should 
mean. Yet it must be clear that we cannot use them 
with any degree of logic, or with any hope of avoiding 
cross-purposes, unless there is an effective similarity 
between the different meanings which we, as indi

viduals, give to these terms. It is useless stubborn
ness to insist upon our own special meanings; and 111 
view of the widespread use of the terms, it is futlle 
to try and jettison them altogether. Obviously. *hen> 
we should consent to the adoption of meanings f°r 
them which are likely to be acceptable to the majority- 
How can these meanings be arrived at ?

One clue to a solution is suggested by the curio
Atheists "■nd 

it
abandon

phenomenon before mentioned. If 
Agnostics, who are in a minority, fail to a£ree’. 
would seem a matter of common-sense to — ..
their particular interpretations in favour of those v 
we find to be commonly accepted. It is surely u ^
for a person to call himself an Agnostic when 
beliefs are described, the general publicl  . . . . .  . ... ______  ;couid>n
them Atheistic. It is equally useless for a person-t. o
call himself an Atheist when, by his very sp ec-"^ech and 

thatacts, he admits to being unable to prove - t0 
does not exist. The public would be generous  ̂
call him an Agnostic. Further, it is stupid o  ̂
person to call himself either an Agnostic or an t 
when his whole behaviour proclaims that he 
grudge against some Superior Power. Such a P 
is no whit different from a disgruntled Theist.

Another clue to the common meanings is the e ^  
tional reactions which are evoked when these " 
are use *
Atheist
Agnostics. And this attitude extends even

/orí5 
1 terin

used in public. Persons who wilt at tue
have been known to speak benignly

to the

clergy. The reason usually given for this is !̂jt.
whereas the first term implies a denial of God’ŝ 
ence and a disapproval of religion, the second tL 
merely implies a vague expression of ignorance " ^diie'1

is not incompatible with a mild form of Theism.
we Und persons calling _ . £
in fact, have no belief 111

the"1'the odd thing is that
selves Agnostics who, m ..av^ w  —  _ . jj 

.vhose attitude towards rehg10,supernatural, and wl 
definitely antagonistic. When questioned why 
object to being called Atheists, the reply is often

thef
soi"e'

A A

téthing to the effect that they confess ignorance - .
the origins and ultimate purpose of the Universe- .c 
this use of the term Agnostic is not what the P1̂ ^ 
understands by the term. The pity of it is that 
persons do not, or, for reasons of their own, wn} 
realize the dangerous nature of the weapon wm 
placed in the hands of their real enemies by then 
misapplication of meaning.

o"'11

An enquiry, as exhaustive as the circuinst"11̂  
would permit, has led me to the conclusion that 
common meaning for the word Atheist is : ‘ ‘ One . 
asserts that God does not exist.”  To this is frcql,el1 
added the sub-meaning : “  One who is antagonist11,  ̂
every form of religion.”  The common meaning . 
the word Agnostic i s : “  One who prefers to e P̂ 
no definite opinion as to the existence of God, j3 
prepared to admit such a possibility.”  To this Is ^  
quently added the sub-meaning : “  One who d°eS |)r 
deny the value of some sort of religion.”  Ideas j, 
cerning the origins or ultimate purpose of the  ̂
verse, or concerning the problems of good and eV1 ’ t<? 
freewill, of a future life— all these are extrane01'5,  ̂
the common meanings of the terms Atheist and J^ 
nostic as understood by the public. In specific - 
cussions these ideas may be introduced as subslC j ̂  
to the general subject which is being dealt with, 
they are never implicit in the terms themselves- f 

Now if I have interpreted the common meaninU^i 
these terms correctly, it seems to me that there $ ^ 
be no more confusion of thought or argument as t° ^  
proper application of them in particular cases. ^ 
the one hand, no one has the right to call hi®Sc ^ 
Atheist unless his whole behaviour is logically C°J1' p 
tent with the common meaning of the term. * 0[ 
inconsistent, for example, to deny the existe»1̂

1 CCS 
til"
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God and to believe in some sort of superna ura 
tiling;. On the other hand, no one has * .e 5\ .  
call himself an Agnostic when, in fact, h e 1® , ich 
convinced of the non-existence of every 1
Soes by the
common

name of supernatural. It is the primary
meanings of these terms which should deter

mine their proper use, not the sub-meanings nor any 
-Pccial meanings which individuals might choose

give them.
Any other use of the term Atheist must be put down 

to ignorance, bravado, or pure hypocrisy. Any other 
"sc of the term Agnostic must be put down to evasion, 
cowardice or pure self-will. But when this has been 
'jmd, one other possibility should be borne in mind, 
persons who are neither true Atheists nor true Agnos- 
tics niay call themselves such (temporarily) for the 
1 liberate purpose of misleading the public and of so 
’ringing contempt upon those who are sincerely one 

"r the other. This underhand method of degrading 
d'e high principles of Freethinkers and Rationalists 
cannot be completely prevented. But at least we can 
(1<> our best not to facilitate such activities by our own 
n'muse of the word-labels which have formed the 
sul)iect of this discussion.

C. S. F r a s e r .

Freethinkers and Superhuman
Sanctions.

— —

A Freethinker is one who thinks as freely about the 
’Aigion of his own environment, the religion in which 
1|J has been brought up, as lie does about the ie-

"gions, past and present, of other races and other
Place-Cgg Tr 1 '
diem " aPPries the same impartial scrutiny to 
civii;. a^’ an<̂  do finds that every creed, however 
foni'l^’ however primitive, presupposes that its 
of s|( eis anri adherents have got hold of the right sort 

Pcmaturalism, unless this is, by missionary zeal, 
cltC(i S ,ri by the supernaturalism of the missionary’s 
c0ln ‘ -Priis is the belief which all creeds have in 
the 101!’ whatever changes are rung upon them by 
late I*' * eru'st’ anri upon it is based the claim to regu- 

Th'U’nan Rffairs by superhuman sanctions.
Miesc-0 ' reeGunker also notes that, as history shows, 
of varymg sanctions are responsible for a long tale 
lofty' anc  ̂ much shedding of blood. However
tl1Cy . le ideals of the religion which advances them, 
•’amis1£lVe P10veri dangerous weapons to place in the 
pr o S humanity, and have often barred the way to 

S ail(  ̂ C1riightenment, as fetters upon thought. 
staD̂  hashes between religious sanctions are, for iu- 
stip.f ’ °Ue riie main difficulties in framing a con- 

to suit India, where they are also instru- 
¡0,1,0'' ..111 Folding up social reforms which it seems 
CI% 1 f 6 t0 ri°ubt would be welcomed by the more 
atiim eUeri members of its various races. Work for 
"rite - Sf there meets with the same obstruction. A  
theAl ll0Tn India in a letter to the Animal World, 
atioj, g r i l le  of the R.VS.P.C.A., alludes to the “ vener-

to ♦ !!>'* She states that “  the religious objection 
Mn£r life is an insurmountable difficulty to animal

. °r (animal) life, but not for the mitigation of

> k i  
M  m
’’»ran a 

><lardth
'’Ut

°>risei
the]

India.”  This is a simple case of a super- 
fRUction which falls below the humane human 

(Westerners have still much to reproach
. es with as regards the treatment of animals, 

Chr,;::,  ̂ bands are not tied by a sanction, though the
on

'Urei!
the

°f Rome has tolerated great cruelty to animals 
case ground that they have “  no souls.” ) In the 
fidigir,, Christianity the clash occurs inside the same
are. J)0 I hough persecution and even intolerance 
Glitist;. 0.nSer in keeping with the spirit of the age, 

Ulnity harbours conflicting claims to the
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divine sanction, some maintaining that it is Vested in a 
Church infallible, inviolable, others that it is to be 
found only in the pages of a much-edited Book, while 
others claim it— not necessarily exclusively— for their 
own particular Church or sect, or for individual 
mystic revelation.

Variations in the superhuman sanction are brought 
home to us in the attitude of the religious world in this 
country towards war. In 1914 and the following 
years the sanction, as accepted by the Churches, was 
decidedly non-pacifist, and reflected something of the 
spirit which animated the crusades against the infidel, 
a term which in those times included all who did not 
hold the Christian faith.

As a side issue it may be noted that the belief of the 
Crusader in the sanction for crusading was obviously 
far more whole-hearted than anything of the kind to
day, when Christians of all denominations are ap
parently being enjoined to make common cause with 
other religions against Atheism.* In this connexion 
they are not very far from the position of the Free
thinker.

But now in this year of grace 1933, the sanction is 
being sought for in the opposite direction. Unless 
developments occur to force the hand of this nation—  
and may all the human great powers combine to pre
vent such a catastrophe !— the sanction will be claimed 
this time for peace. Mr. Eansbury in his “  appeal ”  
to the Churches (The Times, March 16), says : —

The world wants a clarion call for peace, but our 
pastors, Bishops, priests . . . cannot give that call 
until once and for all they declare all war a crime 
against God and tell Christian men and women it is a 
denial of God’s will to have any part or lot in such a 
terrible crime.

On the other hand the Rev. Cyril Edwards, writing 
to the Times (March 23) in reply to Mr. Lansbury, is 
evidently of opinion that under some circumstances 
the sanction can be claimed for war. Another writer, 
Lieutenant-General Sir Alexander Gordon, in the 
Times (March 20), points out that : —

The Assembly of the League is representative of 
peoples of all religions, Christians being largely 
outnumbered by the remainder, in which are included 
some 200,000,000 of Moslems, whose creed enjoins 
them to draw the sword in defence of their faith. 
And for that reason religion is never mentioned in 
the Assembly. But if the influence of religion be 
allowed to carry any weight in the work of Assembly 
the result might be disastrous. Religious emo
tion would play a greater part than intel
lect in deciding matters under discussion, and 
passions might be aroused which would wreck the 
League and lead possibly to war more bitter than 
any in the Middle Ages— and certainty more des
tructive.

(This letter calls to mind, also, the sanguinary sanc
tions of Old Testament history.)

Here we have three points of view, each showing 
a different aspect towards religious sanctions in so fal
as they apply to war. The catastrophic for which 
natural forces, not erring humanity, are responsible, 
are described both in religion and law as Acts of 
God, and have more logical claim to the sanction, as 
being without doubt superhuman.

The Freethinker is one who can no longer be im
posed upon by priestly assumptions which differ only 
in degree from that of the medicine-man and others 
of that ilk in primitive communities. While not at
tempting in the present instance to touch upon the

♦ Owing to the stigma which in some circles the word 
Atheism still carries with it, “  anti-theism ” now sometimes 
takes its place. Pacifism as it stands on its own merits, 
finds some of its' keenest supporters in Atheistic and Ration
alistic circles.
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psychological side of religious experience, it may 
safely be said here that the Freethinker rejects in 
toto the claims made to advance superhuman sanctions 
for the settlement of human affairs. By this rejection 
he sweeps away the danger of imposing them upon 
humanity— often thoughtless and gullible in matters 
outside practical life and its material interests— as 
guides and tests for ethical, social, or scientific values.

It may be urged that this argument gives only one 
side of the sanctions of religion and ignores their bene
ficial aspects. If this is true, it is because the Free
thinker claims no more freedom than anyone else to 
pronounce upon the merits or demerits of any par
ticular sanction imposed by religion. But he recog
nizes that their infinite variety and the changes they 
undergo to keep pace with the thought of highly 
civilized and cultured communities, prove their human 
origin, no matter from what pulpit they are preached. 
As such, the Freethinker claims that all sanctions 
backed by religions must be judged solely on their 
own merits, and must stand or fall by the standard 
which humanity sets up for them.

Psychology is the handmaid of Freethought, and 
Professor McDougall, in his book Social Psychology  
has depicted another aspect of “  supernatural sanc
tions ”  as “  social sanctions ” —  apart from ethical 
status— in building up “  the strength and stability of 
societies.”  In reference to “  Western Europe,”  he 
w rites: —•

The spirit of enquiry has broken all its bonds and 
soared gloriously until, now, the conception of natural 
causation predominates in every field; find, if the 
notion of supernatural powers still persists in the 
minds of men, it is the conception of a Divine 
Creator who maintains the laws that He has made, 
but does not constantly interfere with their operation. 
This . . . withdrawal of supernatural power from 
immediate intervention in the life of mankind, in
evitably and greatly diminishes the social efficiency 
of the supernatural sanctions.

This brief sketch of the Freethought attitude may 
well conclude with the words of this great psycho
logist : —

Man is never long content to worship gods of moral 
character greatly inferior to his own.

(Lady) Maud Simon.

P.S.— Press reports and communications, since this 
article was written, show that “  sanctions ”  for or 
against war, as advanced from the different stand
points of Christianity, are numerous.

MOVEMENT.

According to our records of the past 

In this and other lands, of which we read,
With each succeeding century, the speed 
Of life’s activities are greater than the last.
In earliest times men often worked and played 
Where they were born, and rarely were disturbed 
By alien influences ; wanderlust was curbed 
Through lack of transport : near their houses they stayed. 
Later, e ’er yet the cities’ loud, and gay,
And bustling round was known, were sheltered towns, 
And sleepy hamlets hiding in the downs,
Where life pursued its calm unhurried way.
Movement lias made the earth for men, but haste 
Destroys. To this is present chaos traced.

A lan Campbell Cope.

May 7, 1933

A  Rural Sunday Morning.

T he gentleman who deigns to supply our rural distort 
with newspapers drives round every morning 111 ‘ 
governess cart. If you do not happen to live on the tô i 
you must meet him, or, alternatively, arrange with y° 
nearest neighbour on the road to have your paper l ‘ 
his house. As my cottage is at the end of a lane, 
there is a small farmhouse at the other end, and on 
corner of the road, my paper is left there. So I cainc  ̂
know the farmer’s wife, an elderly lady, with nine 
that sort of wisdom which comes of being born, and m 
on, the land. In the three small villages of which "C 1 
one there is only one Church, and, although I behe' e _̂ 
have one constable, I have never seen him. It was a 
tion of this circumstance which started the talk now 
recorded. ^

I asked the farmer’s wife whether she " 
to . . . Green— three miles away to— to

‘ W ell,”  she said, ‘ T — 1 0,0 yC‘ '
its a long time »nice i wcu*. -

Church. “  W ell,”  she said, ‘ I used to g° 
ago, but its a long time since I went. I ". 
brought up chapel, but my husband was nfcnu *

andand when I married I went with him. The paiso 
those days was a decent man, and the service homely  ̂
congregational. Then a new man came and started 
of mummery, and so as we didn’t  hold with that, ^ 
stopped going. The parson came to enquire abou 
aud I told him I reckoned those who held with 
Catholics ought to use their churches, not ours.” t e 
she said, “ anyway, I don’t think it matters.  ̂
funerals. This new parson has prayers for the ( 
W hat’s the good of that? I said to him as the tree 
so it docs lie, in my opinion, and no praying will nia ^ 
grow again.”  He hasn’t  called since. Then she » 
to talk about the weather. “  If you look at the gla* 
she said,— “  and it ’s more reliable than the wirelc ^  
and it says ‘ rain,’ well, the chances are you’ll get ‘ ̂  
if it keeps steady there. What would be the £°° ̂  
praying? It wouldn’t  send the glass up.”  A t this 
her that I thought she must be a Freethinker. “  y jtl 
she replied, ‘ ‘I don’t now about that; but if you 1" y. 
a quiet place like this you soon find out that when • 
thing goes wrong 3-011 have to depend on 3-ourself, 0 ^
help of a neighbour, of a doctor, or a vet, and n . jl3y-

tio'JI ever heard of thought of praying for help in the 
m aking.’ ’ The Sunday morning after this converse*  ̂
I walked over to . . . Green to meet the newsage" j 
Mr. Garvin, whom I “  sit under ” on the Sabbath. ^£(j 
not got far on the road when the single church bell sta 
to tinkle. It was just after 10 o ’clock. Two little S ^  
aged about ten, passed me carrying pra3’er books- 
10.15 I was in the village, and, hanging about f°r u, -r -i . •- - -

ill1'(1newsagent, I kept my eye on the church door.
Ford drew up carrying a farmer and his wile ..e 
daughter. The mother went to Church the others 
away. A  swell gentleman, evidently a visitor, was 
ing up and down apparently awaiting the arrival of s° j,e 
one. Up drove two ladies in a big car, pulled up â )reC
Church, picked him up— and off they all went. fi 
or four lots of lads in two’s and three’s sauntered al° 
but none of them went in. T counted five would1 ‘ . c 
eight girls and two men. All these people except £l, 
little girls and the fanner’s wife came from . • ■ 
itself, so, unless the})" got there more than a quarter 0 r 
hour before the service, not a soul was there from el ĵ]e 
of the other villages which this place serves, one f, 
and three miles away respectively. M y paper jy 
arrived just as the bell stopped. He collects bis we .̂,,, 
bills on Sunday and so is later than ever. I asked 
about this, and he said it was not his idea but his e'1"  ̂
mers’ to pay on Sunday, when “ they had nothing c '\ c,’ 
do - “  '
tw
way to Church?”  “ Oh yecz,”  replied one of them " T ,c! 
grin and a wink, and in an imitation Hollywood v° ,]i 
Those people who think that the strength of the Id1  ̂
is in the countryside would get a shock if they calllC ^ 
our village, which, I may add, except in havin.-  ̂ j,, 

hureli at all, is by no means an isolated case, altboUh 
a somewhat isolated spot.

RUSTIĈ '

i  j   ̂ y  < ------- j ----------  • ■ . . g g t * '

>.”  Returning, reading my paper as T went, I 1 ,0,if 
,0 more sturdy lads. “ Morning,’ ’ said I, “  0,1 i t ,  *

wit” 1
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Acid Drops.

A newspaper reporter is responsible for tlie statement 
that ‘ ‘ if yon. go to any place in England you 
“ e sure to meet a good Metliodist in five minutes.”  

 ̂Tn things are as bad as they are, when England is tiy- 
to make a brave show before the world, and Mr. Mac- 

' ‘'"aid is assuring the universe that all that we need is a 
heart to heart talk with himself in the centre of the pic- 
ture—there is no need at this juncture to run the country 
1 °wn in the fashion of this reporter. If this had been 
Mitten between 1914 and 1919, we should have labelled 
mn as a German, As it is in 1933 he must be a Bolshevik 

111 at least an agent of Moscow.

"'e Methodist Missionary Society is responsible foi 
' lc headline “  Our Foundations— He Has Risen.’ It 
1,lay 1)(h but when foundations take to rising it looks as 
though there is an earthquake occurring. Perhaps it is 
,m,y intended for a hint that to be a Christian one has 
1,1 turn things upside down.

A Methodist paper enquires why we have given tip be- 
lcf in the second coming of Christ. Perhaps the reason 

"uglit be found in a consideration of the nature of the 
'Option given on liis first appearance. Did that invite
a futurn visit?

.Me comment elsewhere in this issue on the Chancellor 
" ’̂e Exchequer’s lowering the tax 011 beer to the extent 
1)1 a penny a pint. The only idea at the back of this is 

’at people have drunk less beer because of the price, 
a"d that shows the capacity of our political leaders f»i

sociological thinking. The fact plain to all
fuitfnl

] • --wmiuvin̂ *.
a„d ,, ’ ’Ming has been steadily declining for many years, 
on],, *e lna*n cause is that of changed habits, which is 
rath a.no^ler consequence of opportunities for more 
that ,la education. We have 110 hesitation in saying 
the ,'1C ,licycle, the motor car, the Sunday excursion and 
tluin' -'nmaS l̂ave done more to diminish drunkenness 
Cxistecl Preaching and variable taxation that ever

oxpr', Mills with this kind of thinking is the recently 
tlier̂ Sscd opinion of the Countess of Asquith that while 
there *S ' ess Church-going than when she was young, 
Win ' S 1’ot Mss religion. She also says that if parsons 
Win / t cMarly and make their sermons shorter thej'
is |‘U e Mie Churches fuller. The idea that Christianity 
Us (,1 .Je ,saved by better elocution and shorter sermons is 
Chur , 1 s*1 as one can imagine. People did not go to 
C'uirV '̂eal PieaSing recitations, or to get away from 
thCv as soon as they could. They went because 
anxj clieved, and they listened because they were 
lieveii'ti <<SĈ  themselves right with God.” If they be- 
if ro . lcy vvould still go to Church. We do not deny that 
¡ill.j. ' S0(Xi recitations could be given in Church and an 
go tn”.1!1 enjoyable entertainment provided many would 
Cali tii ^''"rch who now stay away. But no one would 

'at a religious revival.

tality ''.n' lcr in the kingdom appreciates the men- 
1,1 ds is- th? public better than the Sunday Express. 
nuttt(, ,as"e for April 30 it prints the latest outrage com- 
Eimli , Russia. This consists in the publication in 
British' a “ verbatim report” of the trial of the 
HoUS(j e’lgineers. It has been sent to members of the 
die c]]r°̂  R°rds, and the dastardly design is to 11 justify 

,‘lrges ” and to “  make the ease of the accused"°rse >. , -----
Me jn 1 hat is damnable. Some people may be under 
F oi]R F'cssion that to read a verbatim report of a trial 
die $ ’ Me best ways to form a judgment about it. But 
Politic,!^"}' Express knows better. The right way, the

’i'liat":- °-lly Wl1 at it is considered well for it to know.
S w s NVay. the newspaper way is to see that the public 
*li:it js <lnM what it is considered well for it to know, 
jt wjtu ^le Policy the Express—and other papers pursue

CclUali
regard to religion, and if it is right there, it must

y nght elsewhere.

Someone has been writing to the papers complaining 
that over and over again, after slipping two pennies into 
a telephone box, he got connected with the wrong num
ber. By the time the discovery was made liis two 
pennies were gone beyond recovery. He therefore claims 
that the Postmaster-General is operating a game of 
chance, sometimes the subscriber wins and sometimes 
he loses. In this case he thinks the Postmaster ought to 
be indictable under the gaming laws.

We do not altogether agree with this. For instance, 
We have noted that our own telephone account is always 
about the same, whether the ’phone is greatly or little 
used. And on one occasion when the ’phone had been 
quite out of use for nearly six  weeks our account for 
that quarter had increased by nearly twenty shillings. 
We complained, pointing out that the ’phone had been 
in use for only about seven weeks, and received the 
delicious reply that everything was quite correct, and 
that the statement sent agreed with tlieir account. As 
one had been copied from the other this was not very 
remarkable; but as sample of unapproachable official 
idiocjq we have treasured that reply. Still, this and simi
lar incidents should relieve the Postmaster-General of any 
charge of indulging in a game of chance. The subscriber 
does not stand the ghost of a chance. It is a dead cert 
for the Postmaster-General.

“  We travel physically at 350 miles an hour,”  says a 
daily paper reader, “  but mentally we seem to limp along 
in the .Stone A ge.”  The reason is, we suggest, that the 
mind of man is fettered by obsolete customs and tradi
tions, and by primitive habits of thought. And it is 
the Christian Church and the Christian religion which 
do as much as anything to prevent such fetters from 
being cast off. Mentally man will continue to “ limp 
along in the Stone A ge” so long as the Christian religion 
is allowed to dictate the channels in which his thinking 
shall move.

W riting about “  Religion in the Public Schools,”  
Philemon of Everyman says of boys that “  Youth is 
naturally religious.”  He adds that “ their enthusiasms 
and ardours; their hero-worship; tlieir faith, trust, as
piration; that quality of excess in all they do when their 
heart is in it; this is the very stuff and substance of re
ligion.”  And he argues that “ if you would make these 
religious boys Christianly religious, then show them 
Christ p lain ly ; show them the Clirist-life . . . ” The 
idea is to get the boys to be attracted by Christianity. 
Philemon, however, is wrong in saying that these char
acteristics of youth are religious. They are merely 
human characteristics manifested markedly in youth. 
And they can be attached to almost any creed or philo
sophy that claims to possess ideals of some kind—  
whether it be, say, religion, or political theory, or Secu
larism. What Philemon wants to do is to bias those 
characteristics in the direction of Christianity. l ie  says 
lie would merely put the Christian ideals before youth 
and then let 3'outli choose. But to enable youth to choose 
intelligently the case against Christianity should also be 
stated, and the case for Secularism. Otherwise, the 
tutors of youth are taking advantage of youth’s inno
cence and ignorance.

The Rev. J. H. Brooksbank, Vicar of Hathersage (Derby
shire), in liis Parish Magazine, alleged that ramblers stood 
round tlie church as the congregation came out and one of 
the ramblers called out “  Let's shock them.”  This voice 
came from “  a cluster of half-dressed girls who called out 
blasphemies.” He had previously stated that 400 couples 
slept out in the fields, and that the ramblers were drunk 
and disorderly. A correspondent of the Manchester 
Guardian went to investigate, and liis report (April 19) 
is worth quoting. He sa}Ts : —

For weeks past I have visited Hathersage almost every 
week-end, and the behaviour of the ramblers in the dis
trict is considerably better than it was two or three 
years ago. It was usual to have a batch of ramblers be
fore tlie Bakewell bench every time they sat, but re
cently there has been none. Thousands of ramblers
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thronged the village of Hathersage on Easter Monday, 
and not a single complaint was received by the police. 
Public-houses were open all the day, but no one was 
locked up for being drunk and disorderly. Youths 
occasionally burst into song, but were quickly stopped 
by the police. At night I spent several hours at Hather
sage, and but for the noise from a loud-speaker on the 
roundabout the village was perfectly quiet . . .  A search 
in the small hours of the morning accompanied by the 
police failed to disclose even a lone rambler in the 
hedge-bottoms. A prominent public man in Hathersage, 
who has as many as 200 ramblers camping out at a time 
on his land, told me that in the last three years he has 
only once had any trouble with a rambler. In the last year 
there have been only two complaints to the police. 
Scores of ramblers’ clubs in Sheffield have for years been 
doing their best in endeavouring to see that all ramblers, 
whether club members or not, behave respectably when 
in the country. Their efforts have been rewarded by a 
decided improvement in the general behaviour. Isolated 
cases of bad manners are bound to occur, but these do 
not warrant a general attack on the lovers of the open 
country.

On this we have only to remark that the fact here re
corded that the police stopped youths who “ broke into 
song,” seems to indicate that if ail is not as quiet as the 
Vicar would like it to be, it is not for the want of the sup
port of the secular arm. Is it a crime to “  burst into 
so n g ”  on a Sunday?

The Daily Mirror seems to dislike the fact that Spain 
has dispensed with a monarchy. Its leader writer said 
recently :—

There is a saying that a young man who is not a 
democrat has no heart, and that an old man who is still 
a democrat has no head. We imagine that modern 
Spain has had an attack of youth.

As the idea of monarchy and belief in it belong properly 
to the cradle days of human mental development, one is 
compelled to suspect that the the Mirror writer— as is 
the case with all infants— cannot lay claim to have devel
oped in either heart or head. Of course, if one regards 
a modern nation as a tribe of savages, it is very hard to 
understand how it can dispense with a chieftain ruling 
by “  divine right.”

In the Daily Mirror a correspondent points out that 
“  Fear of God is the foundation of wisdom” is a favourite 
quotation of religious leaders; and naturally so, he says. 
We don’t suppose he appreciates why it is naturally so. 
The fact is that the prestige and power of the aforesaid re
ligious leaders are intimately connected with the fear of 
God being inculcated. And if fools can be made to be
lieve that that fear is the foundation of wisdom, then 
they will tend to regard priests or parsons with great re
spect, as the only authorized custodians and interpreters 
of divine wisdom and revelation. For our part, we would 
affirm that the casting off of superstitious fear is one of 
the foundations of wisdom. When that has been accom
plished one acquires the wisdom to dispense with all 
alleged guides to the supernatural— those parasites who 
live on the fears of man.

■ pious Catholics in Birmingham recently heard some 
stirring addresses from their clergy on the question as to 
whether England is to become Christian or Pagan. Arch
bishop Williams seems to have forgotten the immense 
strides his religion has made in this country, for he actu
ally declared that “  A ll around us people are falling into 
Paganism or Communism, and thinking of material 
things only.”  So would the dear Archbishop if he had 
nothing, or very little, to eat for days, and the prospect 
of the same kind of thing for an indefinite future. Ilis 
remedy is a Catholic Men’s Teague, but if this proposed 
League can do no better than the Catholic Guilds or the 
other fighting bodies of Roman Catholicism, we opine 
England will go on relapsing into Paganism, and a good 
thing too.

300,000 people saw the Pope bless the world. 40,000 
attended the Pope’s Mass. A  storm of cheering took 
place in St. Peter’s, Basilica. People even saw God’s 
Viceroy make the sign of the cross. In addition, no

1 fewer than twenty cardinals were at the Papal altar, aI1̂  
it was amidst the most solemn silence that the t>a 
Host and the Chalice, after the Consecration, were t 
vated. And what then ? Nothing whatever, 
world carries on, more or less dismally, just the 
All this holy bunk was just as effective as if a Zulu wi 
doctor acted in the same way with his josses and clC, 
lous and frightened followers. Religion is still an op 
for the mass of people, and Freethouglit has still a iC‘ 
task to perform.

Roman Catholics still pray for the “  Conversion 
England, and yet England is a Christian country- 
our histories tell us that St. Augustine in 600 A.P- r  
formed the miracle, and Anglican Catholics tell us u 
quite possibly one of the original disciples or a pa* '   ̂
came 500 years or so earlier who did the trick. l* e - ® 
gest that the Roman Catholics leave the Anglo-Catbo^ 
alone, and see how effective prayers can be for the c

ersion of members of the N.S.S. Perhaps the
■ icy
Suw)

Christian brands could join forces again as they
when attempting to convert Birth-controllers. 
Christianity is not afraid to tackle Secularism?

• * I1ISW e were glad to note that Mr. Harry Price in 11 ■ j 
teresting articles in the Sunday Dispatch confirms 'U 
emphatically what we have always insisted upon a < 
“  spirit ”  photography. He says bluntly that it Is . e 
and nothing but fraud. But, of course, this will. © 
no difference whatever to the true believer. He wh r 
liis shekels and receive his ‘ ‘ spirit ”  photograph )ltS jjoip 
same as before. After all anybody who can sW .j 
Christian “  miracles ”  ought not to jib at s'n1’ aJjcVc 
less exciting miracles. A  true Christian will b e1 
almost anything.

Fifty Years Ago.
that

‘se4uÌ
On Saturday, March 28, 1883, Mr. Maloney stated 
the prosecution were willing to enter a nolle p?°s_ ■ 1 
or, in plain English, to withdraw from the case. The ^

to

the same effect. A t least one of the jury that could
agree is here: all the witnesses in the former trialdeep’

* ally ^Chief Justice pointed out that as the case was nofflim 0 
Crown case, the Attorney-General must give his ha ^

ominously present and a new jury ranged three 
Are we to have a new trial, or will the prosccuti°n \>1

o«sone more of their many ingenious, but not ingen11' s 
devices slink out of their difficulty? Mr. Maloney j  ̂
only this moment received from the Attorney-Gene* ^ 
fiat granting the nolle prosequi. This is handed 1 _
the Chief, who, in his most severe fashion, takes eXC . 
tion to the taking of his name in vain in the petition 
has been sent in by the prosecution to the Attor° 
General. According to the petition, drawn up, of c0ll ,̂e 
by the prosecution Lord Coleridge had stated that• ^
prosecution was ill-advised. Everyone knows that . 
Coleridge has said nothing of the kind, as *  ̂
a scrupulous care, he abstained from saying a "  
either in one direction or the other. In the politest '
the Lord Chief Justice of England gives Mr. Maloney ^ 
lie direct. Of course, Sir Hardinge Giffard is n o t  tb^^ 
He leaves all the dirty work to be done by his J’111. 
probably from the knowledge that he has had sufficlL 
practice, and Mr. Maloney is a younger man.

The prosecution has failed. Ignominy has once a!?‘ 
fallen to the lot of the Gifiards and Tylers. Aftcr 
disagreement of two juries out of three, the remark1^, 
summing-up of the Lord Chief Justice Coleridge* j 
whole tone adopted by him, the unscrupulous means '*■  
by the prosecution, the severity of the sentence * e 
Justice North, the fact that the jury, who convicted, "   ̂
astonished at the punishment inflicted, and that °nc  ̂
them, at least has signed a memorial for the release 
the prisoners; after the statement that the health d  
imprisoned men is suffering— surely Sir William * 
court will see his way to a remission of the sentence

The "  Freethinker/’ May 6, i8S3’
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The Bradlaugh Centenary 
Commemoration Fund.

Sixth L ist of Donations.
Amount previously acknowledged, £51A 5s- 6d., Bi 
Control International Information Centre, £1 ,
Holt, £, IS.; H. G. Norman, £1 is.; Mrs. W . Whale, 
&  is.; R. Gray, £1 is.; H. J- Moger, £1; A. 
Stringer, £1; S. R. Pemberton, £1; E. MclnneS, £  .

kinder, 10s.; W . H. Hicks, 10s.; F. C. Owens 5 -> 
J- W. Pickard, 5s.; G. B. Clark, 5s.; H. L. Barrof, 5 •• 
Jf- H. West, as. 6d.; W. H. Houlden, is.; D. Chnsti 
H'ait, 2s.; A. D. Corrick, £2 2s.; B. L. Bowers, 
£l is.; Members of the Cardiff N.S.S., 10s. •> ■ ’
Hobson, 5s.; Miss S. Dobson, 5s.; J- W . Elsworth, 
2s. 6d.

Total ... £532 2 o

All subscriptions to be addressed to the Hon. 
Treasurer, Bradlaugh Centenary Fund, Air. P . <-■  
Watts, 38 Cursitor Street, London, E.C.4.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

g  sf||INKEr Endowment T rust.—J. Petersen (Noumea), £1. 
k. g ' .(,AV ICKl—Thanks for address. Paper being sent.

beet I Kll°11'-—Pleased you enjoyed the debate. There has 
J, no Ahl report of the discussion published, 

rvhi uv1jCaS'—Thanks for very interesting communication 
Wo -. we have read with pleasure, but we are afraid it 

C. p  ... c ouE °f date bv the time we could publish.
Ilia l URNER-—We have made the necessary correction. 

P)r calling attention to it.
h. ■ >' 16 1904 controversy is rather too old to review now.
J.  ̂ °RSi: (Marylebone).—See “ Acid Props.”  Thanks.

Wcth ID (Arlescd -—Cuttings to hand. Always useful 
Anti.^.11 T, not'ced 'n t*,c PaPcr or n°t. 

ii£. V*siIC*.—“ Imitation is ”— sometimes—“ the sincerest

lt,:'"F.1R<i i r usefulness't0 <, ' H°w “ Christianity helps "  non-Christian nations 
;nR 'ned  the impact of Western civilization ” is by—bring- 
“ !clr commercial and military systems into line with 

P.p O’p Stian ”  »'«dels.
s],0 , ' (Dublin) says the pet name of De Valera, “ Dev.,”  is 

U. i or the Devil. We thought it was short for—divinity!
' tlis— The article was not by anyone on the Frec-

W.Di stnff-
Did — Pleased to hear from an old member of the
far aget“nal Green Branch. Air. Harding is alive, and so 

J. ph,Tl. " c know, well. Record is being sent.
-«SEN— Have handed your order to our business man-ager.

The
ret ur;

Are we ever going to see you again in this country ?

F reethinker" is supplied to the trade on sale or 
«. Atvu - --------------- *•*----- ,J *•* - * ----------rebel1,' difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

The Seem t0 this ofíice-
Streri , Society, Lim ited Office is at 62 Farringdon 

The Na,,London- E.C.4.
Street °,nal Secular Society's Office is at 62 Farringdon

L O flr ln *i T7 r * .tkj,’1C« the
■ ondon, E.C.4

n e v o -  fervices of the National Secular Society in con- 
” ‘ umr f!^ h  Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 

pF°sett{ l° nS sh°uld be addressed to the Secretary, R . H. 
Frlenis ’ giving as long notice as possible. 

by „ ® 10 send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
V h nll2 inS the passages to which they wish us to call

°l t\il°p}Eerature should be sent to the Business Manager 
M 'oncer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
not to the Editor.

Sugar Plums.

We cannot say that we are delighted at the response to 
last week’s appeal for funds for the Bradlaugh Centenary 
Celebrations. We suspect— a suspicion that encourages—  
that, as usual, many are putting off sending until later. 
But if the Committee is to go forward with its published 
programme it must know in good time that it is not 
lacking the necessary financial support. The sum re
quired by the Committee is £1,500, and it really ought 
not to take long to raise this sum, nor need it be a bur
den on anyone if each will do his or her share. It 
would be a thousand pities if the Committee had in any 
way to curtail its work owing to want of funds. A t 
present only just over £500 have been subscribed. A  
thousand of our readers sending one pound each would 
close the fund, but for our own part we would sooner see 
two thousand at ten shillings. The wider the response 
the better, it will help to show the public that the work 
of the great Freethinkers is not forgotten. Subscriptions 
should be sent to the Treasurer of the Bradlaugh Cen
tenary Committee, 38 Cursitor Street, London, E.C.

We are now within four weeks of the Annual Confer
ence of the National Secular Society. This is to be held 
on Whit-Sunday, June 4. The Conference w ill be held 
in London, the Grafton Hotel, Tottenham Court Road. 
The morning and afternoon meetings, at 10.30 and 2.30, 
will be business meetings and are open to members only. 
Admission will be by the current membership card. I11 
the evening, at 7.0, a public demonstration will be held in 
the Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, Holborn, which will 
be addressed by a number of speakers.

On the Saturday evening preceding the Conference a 
reception of members will be held in the Palm Court of 
the Grafton Hotel, at seven o’clock. Refreshments will 
be provided, and there will be some music during the 
course of the evening. Members and delegates will be 
the guests of the Executive, and the occasion will serve 
for the making of acquaintances and the discussion of 
general matters, which arc among the best results of the 
annual meetings.

We hope that every Branch of the N.S.S. will be repre
sented at the Conference, and that there will be a record 
gathering of friends from all parts of the country. This 
is Bradlaugh Year, and it would be well to signalise it by 
a good influx of Freethinkers anxious to show their in
terest in the work of the Society founded by Bradlaugh, 
and to which he was so devotedly attached. And there 
are many worse places in the world for a holiday visit 
than London in June.

Provincial visitors who require hotel accommodation 
must write the General Secretary as early as possible 
stating their exact requirements. The sooner this is done 
the better. From the papers we sec that London hotel- 
keepers are looking forward to a very busy season this 
year, and it would be better for all concerned if all visitors 
to the Conference could be housed in the same building 
instead of being in different hotels.

Among the increasing number of references to the 
Bradlaugh Centenary in the press is an interesting one in 
the Hackney and Kingsland Gazette (April 26), which 
circulates in the neighbourhood where Bradlaugh was 
born. This article is, unfortunately, marred by errors 
both of statement and of taste. It repeats the oft-cor-
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rected mis-statement that Bradlaugh “ refused to take the 
Oath ”  in the House of Commons, and suggests that there 
is an “  amazing resemblance ” both in person and in 
career, between Charles Bradlaugh and Mr. Bottomley. 
Except that their names both begin with B, and that 
they were both M .P.’s, there is 110 ground for this ex
traordinary, and, in view of some facts that need not be 
mentioned here, unworthy comparison. A  prompt reply 
to this article was sent by the Hon. Press Agent of the 
Centenary Committee, who has and w ill deal similarly 
with any other such notices that may appear.

In connexion with the Centenary Celebrations a visit 
will be made to the tomb of Bradlaugh in Brookwood 
Cemetery on Saturday afternoon, June 10. A  wreath will 
be laid on the tomb and short addresses will be given. 
Arrangements have been made for Coaches to convey 
visitors to and from the Cemetery, leaving the Royal Air 
Force Memorial, Embankment (near Charing Cross Under
ground Station) at 2.30 p.m. After the ceremony visitors 
will be taken by the coaches to W oking, where tea will 
be served. Tickets for the return coach fare and tea will 
be 5s. each. Visitors wishing to join the coaches at Clap- 
ham, Balham, Tooting or S. Wimbledon must advise 
the Secretary when applying for tickets. Cheques, 
Postal Orders, etc., together with stamped addressed 
envelope, should be sent to the Secretary, Bradlaugh Cen
tenary Committee, 38 Cursitor Street, E.C.4. Early 
application is essential, so that coach and tea seats may 
be reserved.

W ill readers abroad, who may have ordered the gramo
phone record of Mr. Chapman Cohen’s address please note 
that, as some breakages in transport have been reported, 
a special packing is being obtained which may involve a 
short delay in delivery.

The Executive of the N.S.S. has again engaged Air. G. 
Whitehead to conduct a lecture tour during the open-air 
season. The ground covered will be from Brighton, on 
the South Coast, to Glasgow, and next .Sunday Mr. 
Whitehead w ill speak at the White Stone Pond, Hamp
stead, at 11.30, and at Fulham in the evening and rest of 
the week.

'Plie Annual Report and Balance Sheet of the Birken
head Branch, N.S.S. are encouraging documents, and re
veal much hard work and real enthusiasm under trying 
conditions. There is a strong- Roman Catholic element in 
Birkenhead, ignorant, intolerant, in fact, in every way 
true to type, and the best security for successful Free- 
thought meetings is a strongly supported platform. When 
unattached Freethinkers all over the country wake up, 
and join up, the strength of Freethought will provide 
another shock for the churches.

The Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. will begin operations 
in Victoria Park to-day (Sunday). Mr. R. II. Rosctti will 
speak from the usual spot near the Bandstand, at 3.0 p.m. 
The local Secretary is working hard to get the Branch 
something like as strong as it should be, and invites the 
co-operation of all Freethinkers in the area. Particulars 
of membership, etc., from Mr. C. Samuels, 435 Hackney 
Road, London, E.2.

The Methodist Times (April 20) contains a critical but 
appreciative notice of Mr. Alan Handsacre’s Revenues of 
Religion. It is the first religious paper to give the book 
considered and adequate notice although it was published 
just a year ago. Our contemporar3’, while stressing the 
“  secularist bias ”  of the writer, pays tribute to his 
“  scrupulous and painstaking effort to be fair to those 
with whom he does not agree,’ ’ and concludes that “  this 
is a partisan, but nevertheless an extremely readable and 
carefully documented book.”  It recommends it “  to all 
who may wish for an up-to-date statement of the case 
against the Establishment of religion,”

Bradlangh Year Centenary Notes-

X III.— L iberals and Dissenters : W o r t h y  

E x c e p t io n s .

W e have seen that many Liberals, not excluding 80111 
members of Mr. Gladstone’s Cabinet, fell s l̂0r.* °e 
their principles over the Oath controversy. We ha 
seen that many Nonconformists, clerical and a- ’ 
joined in the disgraceful campaign of that tune, 
is pleasant to note that there were except!011̂  
alike among Liberals and dissenters, and BradlaW 
himself most generously acknowledged them. I'1 ,
National Reformer (December 7, 1884) may be f°'12 
a series of Resolutions from June, 1880 to March, 1 . ' 
which show that, at all stages of his fight, the Bir®111-̂  
ham Liberal Association recognized its character a1̂  
gave it unstinted support. We may quote only one 
them, the first (June 29, 1S80), and that only P?r 
“  The House of Commons has invaded the conŜ ')t,
tional rights of the electors of Northampton; has <-

a
law;

an act of injustice to the member for Northampton 
imposing upon him a religious test unknown to ‘ 
and has assumed to itself an authority which, as cia  ̂
ing to exercise a veto upon the choice of the electors 
Northampton by refusing to receive their legally-0 
ted representative, is beyond the constitutional p01" 
of the House of Commons, and is consequently daw 
ous to public liberty'. ”  They put on record their tlu1»  ̂
to Mr. Bradlaugh “  for asserting the claims of ^  
ligious liberty and the freedom of election.”  ^  ^ 
end of this article Bradlaugh wrote: ‘ ‘ It shouh  ̂
remembered also that, amongst Birmingham Nor»-  ̂
formist ministers, the Rev. Mr. Dale, Rev. Gu® 
Rogers, and the Rev. H. W. Crosskey have si10 
eloquently and clearly”  (another was the Rev. b |u { 
Leach); and “  that one of Birmingham’s members, 
Hon. John Bright has never failed with toll,y,r. 
or vote, and that another, Rt. Hon. J. Cha® 
lain, at an important moment of the strugl-.’ 
most serviceably placed on record in writing 
denunciation of the illegal conduct of the majord)

Ills 

r i t y 111

the House.”  There were other creditable except®1̂  
but they were not numerous. In the SoutharnP 
Local Parliament (November, 1884), after a  ̂
night’s debate, an Affirmation Bill was carried ® 
large majority, Bradlaugh graciously noticing a*- j 
time (in his paper) that “  the measure was intro«11 . 
by a Unitarian Minister, supported by a Baptist 
ster, and by the Rev. C. E. Stewart, the well kfl0",, 
and highly respected Church of England Clergy®211'lt 

There is, at the same time plenty of evidence 
Liberals, even those who did not abandon their P1  ̂
ciples because an Atheist was concerned, took pal t 
lar care to elucidate their position. In Greeuoc- 
Mr. Sutherland, the Liberal candidate, was asked, 
he in favour of the abolition of the ParlianieH 
Oath? He replied in the affirmative, adding “  * ‘ f. 
not in favour of that measure in reference to any >.  ̂

dividual.”  Before anyone thinks jl6 
caution of professed Liberals as a thing of the pa^. g

_ i-U~ 1_ 4- c  a  ~A atl& ,
U1might note that within the last few days, and art 

out of the egregious Blasphemy Bill d i s c u s s e d
inParliament a fortnight ago, a correspondence 

Manchester Guardian (April n-13) suggests that j 
have moved back to pre-IIradlaugh times,”  and ) 
the contributors to this discussion— Mr. (or the r4 jv, 
Hugh Worlledge (of St. Barnabus, Pimlico) seri°l’|jie 
affirms that this Bill “  only seeks to ensure that { 
historic Faith shall at least be accorded the re^ier, 
that any decent man would accord to his grandfi1 >’

t 1 .
oH*

it \\*

however intransigent the old gentleman might ’
Vet this Bill was a Bill dealing with blasphe111!̂ , 
teaching to children, not to those in their second cil 
hood. A.C-W



Hissions to the Heathen.

fl(1)\,1.n,0Us sums of money are poured out like an ever

. " It is a regrettable and most discouraging fact that, 
ln the history of the British Central Africa Protectorate, 
as doubtless elsewhere, some of the gravest offences 
against law and order have, it must be confessed, been 
committed by natives brought up and educated in the 
bosom of one or other of the local missions.’ ’ (R. C. 1'. 
Maughan : Africa as I have Known It. p. I53-)

Relevant here is the grave question whether conver
sion may not do as much harm as good . . . Incautious 
proselytization runs the risk of producing intolerance, 
disintegration of social solidarity, disrespect for tradi- 
lion. Administrators and anthropologists can produce 
scores of instances in which the new ideas have had un
fortunate and sometimes entirely unforeseen results.’ ’ 
(Prof. Julian Huxley : African View. p. 337-)

Notwithstanding the crusade for economy, the par- 
°Hs state of manufactures and trade; the cutting down 

()f expenses to the bone, and the legions of the unem- 
Ployecl; the Missionary business still flourishes and 
1 "orinous sum 

wing river.

This beautiful stream, however, docs not reach the 
converts as the simple-minded contributors suppose, 
•ach Mission Station abroad aims at making itself self- 

supporting, just like the branches of the Salvation 
1 llvy• In many cases, in fact, the Mission Station 

1,11 only pays its way, but actually contributes con
querable sums to the parent society. In other cases, 
j f 's usually only the missionary’s salary that is paid 
-T Km Society.

i'e balance of the collections scooped up by the 
missionary boxes, the donations of ignorant but 
'wealthy old ladies' and the interest accruing from the 
:irRc sums bequeathed by Christians, intent upon lay- 
"T bp treasure in heaven, while enjoying it as long as 
Possible on earth, is devoted to the vast advertising 
01 Sanization, represented by the leaflets, tiacts, avu 
magazines, with which we are all familiar, and the 
Ur>kecp of the army of officials, often in great blocks 
0 ' "hidings in the heart of London. Why continue to 
"mte this money on such an unprofitable enterprise. 
V s worse than wasted, for the great majority of the 

missionaries teach, as sacred truths, dogmas that m- 
L ('gent Christians have long abandoned, and, foi the 

'"')st Part, their teaching, even when well-intentionec, 
Irwinces a great deal more harm than good.

(lie Missionary Societies are strongly entrenched, 
’ey wield immense influence. No British Cabinet, or 
” ”ie (Minister, has ever dared to interfere with their 

°Pcrations, although they have had great provocation 
Various times. Lord Salisbury was the onl> (Mini 

publicly admonished the Missionary Societies, 
was in regard to their high-handed and m-

sler who
that

viable proceedings in China, and even then he dared 
’ 110 further than to give good advice when muchL'CWlr--

tol,
go
str

century which had dared to limit the activities

UOlin-p,. ^  — ----- .
c0llr measures were called for— advice which, of

i^ a s t "
", Hie 
t,le Chi

clan er'licizing Christian Missions, it is no part of our

l,rse « —  ----- ------ -- "Hiel < Uey completely ignored. Any Cabinet during
of which had dared to limit the activiti
Hie fa.Missionaries would have aroused a crusade of 

which would have swept it away. ̂ lu rch es

to e- Ptove that missionaries are bad men, sent out 
SuCh °lt: K'e natives and pile up riches on earth, 
fact- 1 charge would be both foolish and contrary to 
them louRh there have been black sheep among 
ProfJu, S m an other ranks of life, and even these, 
sue*, j ’ started out with good intentions but have 
’’lent :t(( 1° the temptations of a tropical envirou- 
»ot to]3n  ̂ ^ficn from the path of virtue. They are 
hnaiVlim'm°d by their own societies when they become

°f Q|U!st be borne in mind that there are a multitude 
lr'stian sects, from the Roman and English

Churches, down to the Fundamentalist sects from 
America; all preaching what, to the unsophisticated 
heathen, is a different and competing religion. They 
all proclaim that theirs is the only true faith, and the 
only sure road to salvation. As Sir Hector Duff, who 
spent twenty-two years in Africa as magistrate and 
district administrator, observes : —

During my service in Nyasaland at least eight or 
ten different Christian denominations were actively 
at work among the natives there, and no doubt are so 
still, including the Established and Free Churches of 
Scotland, the Church of England, the Roman Catho
lic Church, Wesleyans, Baptists, Seventh Day Ad
ventists, and several others, whose names I cannot 
recall. I know that I tread here on difficult ground 
. . . but it does seem an unfortunate thing, to say 
the least of it, that the religious schisms of our old 
world should be thus reproduced in a young, inno
cent country, and the wondering pagans so bom
barded at close range by a dozen creeds, all Christian, 
all different and each holding itself out as the only 
sure guide to salvation. (African Small Chop (1932). 
P- 53-)

The missionaries themselves, recognizing the diffi
culty, agree on definite spheres of influence. “ In this 
division of territory,”  says Sir Hector, “  my canny 
countrymen of the Scottish Churches would seem to 
have got considerably the best of the bargain, their 
settlements being found almost exclusively in the tem
perate parts of the country, notably in the pleasant 
Shire Highlands and among the cool plateaux of North 
Nyasa, the spiritual needs of less-favoured districts 
being left, for the most part, to the ministrations of 
the Anglican clergy.”  (p. 54.) The Scotsmen evi
dently believed in making the best of both worlds. It 
seems a one-sided and unfair arrangement, but it was 
not really so, for the Universities, or Church of Eng
land Mission in East and Central Africa, says Sir 
Hector : —

has always been ascetic in practice, and its pastors, 
at any rate during the earlier period of its history 
were rather unnecessarily eager to seek the crown 
of martyrdom. They lived like anchorites in miser
able huts, fed themselves badly and insufficiently, 
and in general went out of their way to take hard
ship to their bosoms and mortify their carnal pro
pensities to the quick. Their first venture, among 
the swamps of the Lower Shire Valley, having been 
annihilated by the pestilential climate, they finally 
established themselves at their present headquarters 
on Likoma Island in Lake Nyasa. (Ibid. p. 54.)

This, although healthier, is a mere reef of rocks, 
says Sir Hector, “  arid, desolate and barren,”  and 
“  about the most inconvenient that could be found 
anywhere.”  We hear a great deal about the mission
ary martyrs, and about the sufferings and hardships 
undergone by them in their mission to save the 
heathen. But it wears a different complexion if the 
suffering and hardships were the very things they 
went out to seek to make sure of their own salvation, 
and if suffering martyrdom, much greater distinction 
in the life to come. Would these heroes have been so 
eager for suffering and death, if there had been no 
hope of heavenly rewards? It seems to 11s that they 
are no more worthy of praise than the anchorites and 
hermits who renounced the world and fled to the 
desert, both were governed by the same motive; and 
as for benefiting the heathen, their teaching lias had 
the opposite effect.

W. Mann.

A fault, which needs it most, grows two thereby; 
Dare to be true. Nothing can need a lie.

C . H erbert.
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Hippocrates the Rationalist.

T h e  civilization and culture of modern Europe and 
America rest on ancient Greek foundations. Acquir
ing much from earlier or contemporaneous cultures, 
the Greeks deepened and developed their acquisitions, 
and displayed an artistic and intellectual life in 
Athens unsurpassed in the history of the world.

That a handful of small city communities, and, 
above all, Athens, proved capable of the production of 
so splendid an array of talent and genius has seemed 
marvellous to succeeding ages. In his interesting 
Greek Genius, R. W. Livingstone reminds us th a t: 
“  Europe has nearly four million square miles; Lan
cashire 1,700; Attica has 700. Yet this tiny country 
has given us an art which we, with it, and all that the 
world has done since it for our models, have equalled 
perhaps, but not surpassed. It has given us the 
staple of our vocabulary in every domain of thought 
and knowledge. Politics, tyranny, democracy, an
archism, philosophy, physiology, geology, history—  
these are all Greek words.”

The interpreter of Epicurus, the Roman singer 
Lucretius, the most scientific and philosophical of 
Latin poets hailed his spiritual home at Athens in im
mortal lines : —

Out of the night, out of the blinding night 
Thy beacon flashes; hail, beloved light 
Of Greece and Grecian; hail, for in the mirk 
Thou dost reveal each valley and each height.
The world was thine to read, and having read,
Before thy children’s eyes thou didst outspread 
The fruitful page of knowledge, all the wealth 
Of wisdom, all her plenty for their bread.

Greece long remained at the mercy of magic and re
ligion in medical matters, and many pioneers must 
have contributed to the emancipation of the physician’s 
calling from superstition which, with the advent of 
Hippocrates, was practically complete. Hippocrates, 
the parent of modern medicine who flourished (460- 
370 n.c.) in the age of Pericles, provided the healing 
art with its strictly scientific basis, as well as with its 
ethical evangel. This great physician moved among 
mighty men. Plato and Socrates, Euripides and 
Sophocles, Herodotus and Thucydides, Pindar, Phi
dias and Polygnotus were all then living. Moreover, 
the Athenian democracy had at that time risen to its 
highest expression of mental power. Never in the 
life of the race has any other community within the 
same limitations of time and space produced so many 
men of supreme ability. Of medical parentage and up
bringing, Hippocrates studied in Athens and gained a 
varied experience both as explorer and physician in 
Macedonia, Thessaly and Thrace.

The enduring fame and influence of this remarkable 
man are traceable to his complete dissociation of medi
cine from theology and metaphysics; his arrangement 
of the floating medical knowledge of the separate 
schools into a scientific system; and his lofty ethical ap
peal and inspiration to the medical practitioner. It 
lias been justly said that no future discovery, either in 
Egypt or elsewhere, can lessen the greatness of Hippo
crates, whether as scientific humanist or rationalist. 
In his invaluable History of Medicine, Dr. F. H. 
Garrison states th at: ‘‘ Before the time of Pericles, 
the Greek physician was either an associate of priests 
in times of peace or a surgeon in times of war. As 
the Greek mind was essentially plastic, so, in anatomy, 
his knowledge was mainly the sculptor’s knowledge 
of visible and palpable parts, and, for this reason, his 
clinical knowledge of internal diseases was confined to 
externalities alone.”  Hippocrates, however, changed 
all this, and “  instead of attributing disease to the 
gods or other fantastic imaginations, like his prede
cessors,”  he became the originator of that bedside pro
cedure so successfully followed by a long line of illus

trious modern physicians. The rationalism of HipPj* 
crates is signally illustrated by his attitude tovva*e(j 
epileptic phenomena. Victims of epilepsy were treâ  
magically and religiously. Indeed, epilepsy 
termed the sacred disease, and was regarded as SP 
ally divine. Hippocrates, however, swept al 
aside. Disease, he asserted, is purely natural, bo 
its genesis and development, and should prove a 
able to remedial treatment.

In the various writings known as the ,.c
Collection there is one which the learned scieü 
historian, Dr. Charles Singer dates about 4°_° " , 
This work, called The Sacred Disease (i.e., Epn£P  ̂
was presumably written by Hippocrates lunlS  ̂
There we read : “ As for this disease called l̂V1I1.| 
surely it too has its nature and causes whence ̂  
originates, just like other diseases, and is curable 
means comparable to their cure. It arises— like ® 
diseases— from things which enter and quit the >
. . . Such things are divine or not as you wm>

need ®the distinction matters not— and there is no 
make division anywhere in nature, for all are alike

aiite-
divine or all are alike human. All have their 
cedent causes which can be found by those that sCI

ek

them.” ?ed
The ethical concepts of the Greeks probably °" 

much to the teachings of the sages of Egypt, Pr j 
ably the communal spirit reached its highest stage 
development in Hellas. That eminent Greek sd1®. 
Prof. Gilbert Murray, stresses the circumstaflce  ̂
the Athenians valued the writers who glorified P . 
deeds or encouraged improvements in civic life- . - 
heartfelt ambition sought “  to make gentle the be1 
of the world.”  ,,

To the freedom-loving Athenian the human j-i 
was divinely fair, and all its desires needed gra*1 , 
tion. Mortification of the flesh was, to the na , 
healthy Greek, tantamount to insanity. In p°c ^ 
language Plato has pictured his ideal of the day vv . 
the youth of Greece “  will dwell in a land of bea  ̂
amid fair sights and sounds and receive the g000. 
everything; and beauty, the effluence of fair 
shall flow into the ear and eye like a health-gV . c 
breeze from a purer region, and insensibly dran’ 
soul from earliest years into likeness and sy®Pa 
with the beauty of reason.”  .

As already intimated, Hippocrates seems t0 
been the first outstanding physician who emp^ 
purely rational methods in his treatment of dise“ f£: 
He consciously utilized the curative powers of N® 
in his practice. That the Father of Medicine beca  ̂
famous in his own time, as through all subseA'1̂  
centuries is indicated by the attribute “ divine”  vv 
clung to his name.

In his general practice Hippocrates displays 
independent mind. Nor was he too proud to rC 5 
his failures. With characteristic candour he dec >■ 
in his essay on the joints th at: “ I have written j
down deliberately, believing it is valuable to lean1
unsuccessful experiments, and to know the caUse® 
their non-success.”  The ethic of this noble 
Freethinker is indeed high. Sir W. Osier eloqltê ej 
states t h a t I n  the Hippocratic writings is su® Q\ 
up the experience of Greece in the Golden Agĉ ,

lik" 
0

Pericles. Out of philosophy, out of abstract SpeCl. 
tion had come a way of looking at Nature for "

hid1 kthe physicians were mainly responsible, and wl»*~-. -„e 
changed for ever men’s views on disease. 
broke its leading strings to religion and philosop® 
a tottering, though lusty child.”  *

And then to think that with the passing of 
culture, and the ensuing reign of the Church, men1 
sank to the level of savage man !

T. F. PalM**’
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Holy Year and Indulgences.

(Concluded from page 283.)

Wuy, if a certain year is in some way an unusually 
holy one, should it be necessary for the Catholic to go 
to Rome in order to obtain the full blessings of such a 
year? Especially, if, as he believes, God is 
everywhere and should be able to make the year holy 

every little village as well as in Rome.
1 lie object is to strengthen the economic position of 

die Holy City, and to increase the power of Rome 
n°t only in the religious world, but also in the world 
°f politics. The cultivation of a Rome-ward men- 
tulity is very important to the Church, more im
portant than that of a ‘ ‘ heaven-ward ”  mentality. In 
diis way the authority of the Pope can be maintained 
:ln<1 supported better than if it were possible for every 
Catholic to derive all the benefits of H o l y  Year 
dirough his local priest and church without having to 
°ok to Rome as the source. Even when the Holy 

Indulgences are granted to the remainder of the 
"°rld, after having been enjoyed by Rome, the re-
•luired mental attitude is cultivated. Those wholl'j , •“ '•uioi
Cb|Ve , eu ahle to go to Rome and visit the special 
foi'U '.es that they have derived benefits from the 
ti1gU.tain'head; while those who have had to wait for 
to I, Kl •lts to flow into their own parish are forced 

, Stateful for something of a secondary nature.
],j , !a the value of Indulgences may be rated very 
doiil '' r̂om the economic standpoint will not be 

ky those who admit the appeal which remis- 
temporal punishment makes to frail human 

able L • ̂ e*: a man ke convinced that his Church is 
uiir ° inflict such punishment, and he is only too 
e to to pay for remission of the penalty he owes;

Clally if ft is jn t],e form of a penance which takes 
'n ?rcat deal of his time.

iliv' "S reniains true no matter how carefully Catholic 
may exldaiu the doctrine of Indulgence; and 

't nmst be explained that Indulgences do not for- 
jjjj, . 10 guilt of sin, or give permission for the com 
tocj. tog of sins without fear in the future. If this 
altb! 110 teacllinR- tt would at least be straightforward, 
as taito.h morally bad; but the doctrine is so defined 
sbow K'Ve ^le ^turch the advantage of being able to 
nla'V dlat she does not inculcate the idea that wrong 
W  >e (1?ne impunity even if an Indulgence has 
idea 0' lla ûed' The believer himself is left to form that 
p - n d  take the consequences, of guilt and temporal 

( to ltnents, if he acts upon the idea.
n indulgence is the remission of the debt ofietn

foir • ral punishment due to sin after its guilt has been 
• cn- • . . “  He who gains an indulgence is not 

'■ lent ’ > Speakiug, absolved from the debt of punish
strietly

It,” ût Re is given the means whereby he may pay 
toiiin . "  Hie eiTect of sacramental absolution is the
dmKe a °f n man’s guilt, an effect not produced by in- 
he  ̂ nces- But when a person gains an indulgence 
eonln' s penalty he owes for his faults out of the 

1011 stock of the Church’s goods.’
I'toted P°ninion stock of the Church is to be inter- 
°Verri 1U a spiritual manner, as meaning a kind of 
an,) ],|1S °f merits handed over by Christ, his angels, 
I'roin S Saints to be used for the benefit of sinners.
toa,Ue(1this
W’bipp . an Indulgence receives so much “  merit,” 
°'vin, ,'S set oil against the temporal punishment 
of to Him in the form of penance, and the saying

toyers.

stock ”  the believer who has been

'c' Bugh Pope, O.P., in The Catholic Doctrine of In- 
s Sband f1) The Catechism, and (2) and (3) St. Thomas 
’ Sut>una Theol.

The extent to which the Church is prepared to ex
ploit human nature can be realized when we note that 
Christ’s merits are represented as “ an inexhaustible 
source of satisfactions to be applied to His brethren 
whom He thereby redeemed,”  while it is insisted 
that “  there yet remains to you the debt; of punish
ment incurred by those forgiven sins.”  (Ibid. pp. 
1 7 - 1 8 . )

Why a debt of temporal punishment, over which the 
Church has control, should be owing for sins forgiven 
by God, can only be explained in termsof theChurch’s 
determination to keep as strong a hold upon her people 
as possible. The hold is psychological; the temporal 
punishment may be psychological; but the repentance 
of the devotee too often expresses itself in the form of 
hard cash.

The “  common stock,”  or “  treasury ”  of the 
Church and its application for the benefit of the wor
shipper, by means of Indulgences, belong to the 
sphere of magic. The Pope is the supreme magician, 
and like a true magician lie requires to be paid. He 
knows, too, that he will be well paid if he plays upon 
the psychology of his children.

Even if a Catholic is granted a “  Plenary ”  Indul
gence, which means the remission of the whole debt 
of punishment owing at the time, he is never certain 
that he has received it in full as, “  no one save God 
Himself knows whether a person has gained a certain 
Indulgence in its fulness.”  (Ibid. p. iS.)

In this way the Church is able to play upon the 
emotions of the more sensitive and sincere, who in 
their uncertainty will continue to go to Confession 
and Mass frequently and, out of gratitude, contribute 
to the Holy Father’s coffers. While the less sincere 
can be relied upon to misinterpret the doctrine of In
dulgences, commit sins as if they had a free pardon 
for the future, and make themselves subject to fear, 
then the priest is able to bring home to them the folly 
of having acted upon a wrong interpretation.

E . E g erton  S t a f fo r d .

Correspondence.

FREETH OUGIIT AND ATHEISM .

To th b  E d it o r  or th e  “  F r e e t h in k e r . ”

S ir ,— Surely considerable “  mental ambiguity ”  is 
demonstrated by Mr. Fraser in his attempt to connect the 
direct assertion “  I know ”  with propositions of such 
different calibre as (1) God as First Cause, or, the state
ments of believers in a supernatural religion as to other 
than our present mode of existence, which is apparently 
the real difference between Atheism and (as I understand) 
Freethouglit; with (2) The existence of “  Jabberwoclcs, 
satyrs, dragons, etc.” ; and with (3) “ Do I, or do I not 
ex ist?”

Since the human intellect cannot conceive effect without 
cause, perhaps Mr. Fraser agrees with the oft-repeated 
statement that “  there must have been a Maker.”

We, far too often, to accord with truth, use “  I know ” 
where “  I believe ”  should be.

The great value to the cause of truth, of a free, bal
anced, indefinite position, which seems to be forced upon 
11s by Nature in her continual movement, urging us to 
adaptability and progress, is not sufficiently appreciated.

Freedom and adaptability are very easily lost in early 
attachments to ideas that are eventually rejected as erron
eous, and this attachment greatly aids the forming of 
institutions and institutionalism, that sure sign of an 
early phase of civilization and tremendous obstacle to 
steady and smooth progress.
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Meanwhile “  splendid ”  to the first paragraph under 
“  Acid Drops,”  and the last paragraph under “  Sugar 
Plums ”  in 3'our issue of the 23rd iust., and I hope all 
Freethinkers, Atheists, etc., are cordially agreed that 
this is the criticism that really matters and helps upon 
the difficult but wonderful road towards Liberty and 
Justice.

“  H ope.”

SU N D AY LEC TU R E NOTICES, Etc-

LONDON.

INDOOR.

South P eace Kthicai, Society (Conway Hall, Fed D ^
.Square, W.C.i) : i i .o, Prof. Lancelot Hogben, I •
“ Materialism and Modern Science.”

P.S.— I suggest the young Freethinker and Trutliseeker 
tests for him and herself the “  Unknowable ”  in First 
Principles and ‘ ‘ General Analysis ”  in Vol. 2 of Prin
ciples of Psychology from Spencer’s Synthetic Philosophy.

PRIN CIPLES AND OBJECTS.

S ir ,— Mr. Ready’s letter is weighty. There are Free
thinkers, habitual and lifelong readers of your paper, who 
remain non-members for the very reason to which Mr. 
Ready refers. Surely a line of life which takes its stand 
on the right of the individual to think, that is, to form 
his own opinions, must have some definite “  gospel ”  or 
other as to the righ t.o f the individual to act, that is, 
to put the opinions he has formed into practice. For 
the right to think (provided the thoughts are never ex
pressed or implied) has never been questioned in any age 
even by the grossest tyrannies. W hy trouble to destroy 
the God idea if one must blindly, and under threats from 
the mob worship a Hitler, a Lenin, a London County 
Council or a King and Constitution quite independently 
of whether one, personally, approve these new “ Gods?”

R obert Harding.

National Secular Society.
Report of E xecutive Meeting h e i .d  A prii, 28, 1933.

T he President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, in the chair.
Also present : Messrs. Quinton, Hornibrook, Rosetti 

(A. C.), Moss, Clifton, Le Maine, Silvester, Easterbrook 
(W. J. W.), Prcccc, McLaren, Easterbrook (L. M. W.), 
Mrs. Quinton, Junr., Mrs. Venton, Miss Rough, and the 
Secretary.

Minutes of previous meeting read and accepted. 
Monthly Financial Statement presented. New members 
were admitted to the Parent .Society. Correspondence 
from Preston, Plumstead, The World Ambassador Asso
ciation, and the National Peace Council was dealt with. 
The President, Mr. C. Cohen, agreed to represent the 
N .S.S. at the 23rd National Peace Congress, to be held 
at Oxford in July. Reports were presented from the 
Federation of N.E. Branches N .S.S., Liverpool, Birken
head Branches, Mr. J. T. Brighton, and Caxton Hall 
.Social. The Executive’s Annual Balance Sheet, prepared 
by the Accountant was adopted. Details in connexion 
with the Annual Conference were discussed, and an 
Agenda Committee appointed. The meeting then 
closed.

The next meeting of the Executive will be held 011 
June 2.

R. II. R osetti,
General Secretary.

UNW ANTED CHILDREN

OUTDOOR.
the

Bethnal G reex Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, °ear 
Bandstand) : 3.0, Mr. R. LI. Rosetti. A Lecture. jct

F ulham Branch N.S.S. (opposite Walham Green ” 'W (e 
Station) : 7.30, Sunday, May 7, Mr. G. Whitehead. OPP jn. 
Walham Green Church, 7.30, Monday till Friday, hot1 
elusive, Mr. G. Whitehead.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond. 
stead) : ir.30, Sunday, May 7, Air. G. Whitehead. S°ut l { 
Park, Hampstead, 8.0, Monday, May S, Mr. L. Ebury. ^  
Street, Regents Park, S.o, Thursday, May 11, Mr. C. I

i,\ • 6-̂»
South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell ParM • 

Sunday, May 7, Mr. F. P. Corrigan. Cock Pond, 1#i 
Old Town, 8.0, Wednesday, May 10, Mr. L. Ebury. Clap 
Junction, 8.0, Friday, May 12, Mr. F. P. Corrigan.

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) :i2.o, S"111̂ ', 
Ma}' 7, Air. B. A. Le Maine. 3.0, Messrs. Bryant and - • , 
Ilowell-Smith, B.A. 6.30, Messrs. Bryant, Tuson, Saph"’ ^  
Hyatt. The Freethinker and other Freethonght 
can he obtained during and after the meetings, of Mr. ‘ 
outside in Park in Bayswater Road.

Woolwich (Beresford Square) : 8.0, Sunday, May 7;
J. Dosset and S. Burke. Beresford Square, 8.0, ThuT*‘ 
May 11, Messrs. F. Smith and S. Burke. “  The Ship,” 1 y  
stead Common, 8.0, Friday, May 12, Messrs. J. P°ssc ’ 
Smith and S. Burke.

COUNTRY.

INDOOR.

Daneshouse L abour Party (Grey Street, Burnley) : 
Tuesday, May 9, Mr. J. Clayton—Bradlaugh CentenaP 
ture.

Secular Sunday School (Pole Lane, Failsworth) : >cil1 
May 7, Mr. J. Clayton. 2.45, “ Charles Bradlaugh 
Man!” 6.30, “ The Teachings of Charles Bradlaugh.

7-3°’
I/r

ndaf’
Fi«

wu rinjuiv,

CHESTER-LE-STREET (Bridge End) : S .o , Friday, Ma- 
Air. J. T .Brighton. ,•« TV J

Colne (Spring Lane) : 8.0, Wednesday, Alay io, 1 
Clayton. ^

G lasgow Secular Society (West Regent Street) : S-P’
T. White (Paisley). The Freethinker and other Freetho 
literature on sale at above meeting.

Nkwbiggin, 6.30, Sunday, Ala}' 7, Air. J. T. Bright00- ^
Seaham H arbour (Church Street) : 8.0, Saturday, 3I;1' 

Air. J. T. Brighton.
South S hields (Alarket Place) : 7.0, Wednesday,

Air. J. T. Brighton.
Sunderland Branch (Lambton Street) : 7.0, Sunday»

7, Air. A. Flanders.
Trawden, 7.45, Friday, Alay 5, Air. J. Clayton.

T IIE ANNUAL PUBLIC AIEETING of the NA'l'I0^,., 
ANTI-VACCINATION LEAGUE, will be held at 3 

Thursday May 11, at Caxton Hall, Westminster..,

the Chair, and other speakers will include AIr. ToM
JH %
GR°'

M.P., Major R. F. W. 
AIr . H. G. Chancellor. 
lions answered.

Austin, AI.R.C.S., L.R.C-I>” , 
All interested are invited. -

ai'“
QUeS'

In a Civilized Community there should be no 

U N W A N T ED  Children.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth 
Control Requisites and Books, send a i ’/ d .  stamp to :

J. R . H O L M ES, East H anney, W antage, B erks.
ESTABLISHED NEARLY HALF A CENTURY,

at tl'{

T HE ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE will take place
same place from 7.30 to 10.30 p.m. The fa '1 (ir 

violinist, Air. Harold Fairliurst, will play, and °thef 
give their services. ITr . AT.fessionals will also

Bayly, Ar.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., will speak on the “ Foun in1
of Anti-Vaccination Belief.’ ’ Tickets (free) can be °' 
from the Secretary of the National Anti-Vaccination pli» 
2.s Denison House, 296, Vauxhall Bridge Road, B 
S.W.i. Refreshments. Collection.
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T H E

National Secular Society

President:

CHAPMAN COHEN.

Secretary:

R- H. Rosetti, 62 Farringdon Street, London.

E.C.4.

! History of the Conflict j
i ,_ j

I Between Religion and ; 
( Science i

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECT!.

O  ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based ^  
Vp. °"  reason and knowledge. It knows nothing o 

'̂vine guidance or interference; it  excludes super x1 
"atural hopes and fears ; it  regards happiness as man s : 
Proper aim, and utility as his moral guide. I

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; .
a,ul therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest f
effi'al freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
gasoil as superstitious, and by experience as mis- 
cll>evous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition, to 
Tread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalize 
"locality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labour ; to extend 
"material well-being; and to realize the self-government 
° i he People.

1 "e Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
lecured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executiv 
POSSlblr

by P rof. J. W. DRAPER.

This is an unabridged edition of Draper’s great 
work, of which the standard price is 7/6. 

Cloth Bound. 396 Pages.

PRICE 2 / - .  POSTAGE 4 l fd .

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

S H A K E S P E A R E
. . and other . .

L I T E R A R Y  E S S A Y S
BY

G. W. FOOTE
With Preface by C hapman C ohen

(Issued  by the Secular S o ciety , L td .)

Price 3s. 6d. —  Postage 3d.

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

I

i
)
I
»

l
'*4

ve. There is thus the fullestI'USSlhl ” —------— * mv. lunwfc X' _
evcr ( C guarantee for the proper expenditure of what- ;  _  _ . ,  .. ,  .  .  iThe ? n th.e So?ietyha!at its disposal- ( Realistic Aphorisms and \
n,L_ . °HOWinsr IS a nrnfp snffinVni fnrm fr»r otnrrvn#* » ^

- - - w  v y u u u )  1 1 a »  c u  i l s  u i i ' p u & m .

le following is a quite sufficient form for anyone 
'Vh° desires to benefit the Society by legacy

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
leSacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes 
°f the Trust Deed of the said Society.

Aiiv
MEMBERSHIP.

fob ”y. Person is eligible as a member on signing tbe 
°WlnS declaration :—

pled êS're t0 ^°'n tbe National Secular Society, and I 
ge myself if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 

Promoting its objects

t
Ì*»
l\
i
l

Purple Patches
B y  A R T H U R  F A L L O W S , M .A .

320 pages.

Paper Covers 36. Postage 4d.

(All Cloth copies sold). J
«*4

! BRAIN and MIND 1
Name

---  BY

.This

dddress.......................................................«......

Occupation ...........................................................  »

Dated this......day of........................................I9--- \

1

With* declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
^subscription.

cVery ^eyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 
to his , Pmber 's Rft to fix his own subscription according 

"Mns and interest in the cause.

* ^  rf
j The Biblo and Prohibition. )

Ì Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH. j
1
I

!
This is an introduction to a scientific psych
ology along lines on which Dr. Lynch is 
entitled to speak as an authority. It is a 

pamphlet which all should read.

Price - 6d. By post - 7d. I
^

p l B L E  AND BEERi
j B y  G. W . F O O T E . j
; arofiil examination of the Relation of the Bible i 

a"d Christian opinion to the Drink Question. ;

[ Hce - Twopence. By Post 3d. j
I — ----------------------------------------------- î

Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4. Î

» .̂1 cjj

7 he “ Freethinker ” for / 932.

Strongly Bound in Cloth, Gilt 
—  Lettered, with Title-page. —

P rio o  17s. 6d . Postage Is.
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Just Published

A  Short History 
of the Inquisition
B y  S ir A lexander G. Car dew
A formidable indictment of the intolerance and 
cruelty involved in the suppression of heresy 
in any form.

The
Existence of God
B y  Joseph McCabe
A scholarly and searching examination into the 
origin, history, and present position of the 
belief in God, with a reply to Sir J. Jeans, 
Sir A. Eddington, and all other apologists.

A  History of the 
Taxes on 
Knowledge
B y  Collet Dobson Collet
The vivid story of the long struggle for the 
freedom of the Press.

Cr. 8vo
3 S , n e t
by post 3s. 4d.

j THE
I CRUCIFIXION & RESURRECTION 
i OF JESUS

B Y

W. A. CAMPBELL.

Thinker’s
Library

1 S , n e t
by post Is. 3d.

WITH A PREFACE BY

Thinker’s
Library

1 S . n e t
by post Is. 3d.

»

l The Rt. Hon. JOHN M. ROBERTSON-

i
i*
JI In his Preface Mr. Robertson says

I This book “  is worth study by
] plain men who are concerned to

hold reasonable opinions.”

Send for full list of THINKER’S LIBRARY

C. A . W A T T S  & C O . L T D .,
5 & 6 Johnson’s Court, Fleet St., London, E.C.4

J
)
I*
(
«F»

Cloth 2s. Postage 2d' j

T he Pioneer Press, 6i  Farringdon Street, E.C4- j
__4

i t
i
I I B L A S P H E M Y  O N  T R l j j

S elected H eresies I j d e f e n c e  o f  f r e e
SPEECH

/

An Anthology from the Writings of

Chapman Cohen

Cloth Gilt - 3s. 6d.
Postage 3d. extra.

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

By

t*—  

1 i

G. W. FOOTE.
W ith  H ist o r ic a l  I n tro d u ctio n  bv H . C utneR

i Being a Three Hours’ Address to the Jury in the Co,,r.j j 
I of Queen’s Bench, before Lord Coleridge on APr J 

24, 1883.

j Price SIXPENCE. Postage

j  T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C-4- ^ (lj 
— *•-

id.

DETERMINISM OR 
FREE-WILL?

Ì
i

- J

An Exposition of the Subject in the Eight of the 
Doctrines of Evolution.

By Chapman Cohen. 

Half-Cloth, 2a. 6d.

SECOND EDITION.

Postage 2*d,

i T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

f , ---- -

A  D e vastatin g  D o cu m en t.

ROME OR REASON?

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. !
A Reply to Cardinal Manning. 

with
Introductory Preface by H. Cutner.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Price 3d. By Post 4̂ ’
T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4-

.............................. ...........................>—■■■  ................... .....................  — ----------------- — ---------------------p. r,\-
Printed and Published by T he P io n e e r  P ress, (G. W, F oote and Co ., Ltd,), 61 Farringdon Street, London A-


