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Views and Opinions.

Mrs. Eddyj — and her Dupes.
what it would have been like if the life of 

y  of the 
Mohan
^med
'mt

alleged founders of a religion— Jesus or 
^ e d ,  for example— had been written by an in- 

and impartial onlooker? It is hard to say,
't is quite certain that it would not have been 

‘ '‘ytliing like the life of either that we have. The 
J storic character would have been presented as more 
br. ess °f a military fanatic obsessed with the idea of 
u"s; an instrument of God. The mythical Jesus, 
sunning his historic reality, would have been deputed 
‘Ul 'Snorant religious fanatic of the kind very com-

. 011 in all Eastern countries. Neither would have
b0cnthe '

in the
or ;„ le characters that are given to 11s in the Koran

W 
c
be
not

the j 1110 New Testament. But the life of 
ritton'*1'1 an<̂  the story of the myth were 

c o C . those who held particular beliefs 
jnnin8f them, and they had the fortune to 

■ ■a * Po f̂tion to see that counter lives were
Or (j eiIUMted, or if they existed, were doctorecl 
fortUn. oyo(h As with men so with gods. Both are 
’’■ out ir they happen to be born at the right mo-
s°on ‘ en °ften suffer because they are born too
late,’ suffer just as often if they are born too 

ôi'os f Ulce the time of Mohammed and of Jesus 
baye jjl* Potential deities have trod the earth. Some 
tru ssed neRtected. Some have been summarily sup- 
lV(]ay' ®°uie have ended their careers in an asylum, 
for ■< le daily paper, the reporter on the look out 
'aiii U(, may give the worker of miracles a cer- 
aUd he ?riety, but his reign is a short one at best, 
coUrt (̂ 'Ves Place to the latest sensation in the divorce 
dal, qJ to the hero of the newest financial scan- 

. L' 'nan who is sent by God to-day may be 
l'Don ' acl>ng the streets bearing a big placard calling 
lbe c 0Pl° to repent their sins and be saved, but 

hurrying by to catch their trains in the 
aln,̂  ,°r to ffet their dinner in the evening pass him

oj ost . —■ L Unnoticed. Prophets and messengers from
tilth us to-day as they were with those of

olden times, but they have made the mistake of being 
born too late. A  dozen centuries ago they might 
have ended as founders of new religions.

* * *
Exposure Complete.

But there are exceptions, and I recently read the 
life of one. It is written of one who died but a few 
years ago, and who founded one of the most colossal 
impostures of modern times. Christian Science has a 
large number of followers in England and America, 
with a great number of Churches, and in Mary 
Baker Eddy, by E. S. Bates and J. V. Dittemore 
(Routledge, 16s.), there is a very complete exposure 
of the founder of this new religion. The biography, 
which extends to nearly 500 pages, is fully docu­
mented, and would be enough to blow sky high any­
thing but a religious sect. Dr. Bates is responsible 
for the literary portion of the work, but Mr. Ditte­
more is mainly responsible for the material facts. And 
Mr. Dittemore is in a position to know the facts. He 
was head of the publication Committee work of the 
Church and a director of the Mother Church in Bos­
ton. For ten years he was trustee of Mrs. Eddy’s 
estate. Thousands of letters passed through his 
hands and he received permission to take carbon 
copies of these. He had some fifteen hundred letters 
of Mrs. Eddy’s alone. He had for long had in view a 
life of Mrs. Eddy, but it was not until he discovered 
the extent of Mrs. Eddy’s plagiarisms, and the at­
tempt of the Church to suppress any biography that 
told the truth concerning her that he was “  ener­
gised into action.”  His work is a complete destruc­
tion of the legendary Mrs. Eddy. She appears in her 
true character, and it is one that should disgustcauy- 
one but a Christian Scientist and he will neither read 
nor listen to anything against his creed. But this 
biography is indispensible to anyone who desires to 
know Mrs. Eddy, and, therefore, to understand 
Christian Science.

*  *  *

Ignorance and Rapacity.
The character which emerges from this life of Mrs. 

Eddy is that of an egotistical, lying, rapacious woman, 
greedy for both money and power, a confirmed 
neurotic, often a drug-taker and one whose statements, 
whether about herself or about others, need to be 
very carefully checked, and, usually, discarded or 
seriously amended. Every one of these character­
istics appear in Messrs. Bates and Dittemore’s lxx>k 
and in every case it is supported by citations from un­
questionable documents. Nothing but a creed such 
as Christian Science could withstand such a complete 
exposure, and with the prescience of almost a genius 
Mrs. Eddy built her creed so as to guard against this 
exposure becoming common among her followers. 
For it is part of their training as Christian Scientists 
that they shall encourage no wrong beliefs, and in 
practice this means that they will not read anything
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against their belief, or listen to anything against it, 
but will go on repeating the same things like the 
quoted Hindo repeating the mystical, powerful, but 
non-undeistood “  Om.”  There could be nothing 
better designed than Christian Science to reduce a 
human being’s brains to pap and to lower his intelli­
gence to zero. Fortunately for Christian Scientists 
they are always in contact with the wicked world 
around them, and that to some extent acts as a saving 
force.

Mrs. Baker Eddy (Eddy was the name of her third 
husband) was born in 1821, the youngest of six child­
ren. Her parents were poor, struggling farm people, 
and a photograph published in McClure's Magazine 
shows her birthplace as a very humble barn-like struc­
ture. In the official life of Mrs. Eddy she took care 
to provide another picture enlarging the size of the 
building and doubling the number of its windows. 
The same liberties were taken with her ancestors. 
She adopted anyone with a reputation that suited her. 
One of these adopted ancestors was promptly dropped 
when it was discovered that the lady had never been 
married. Of her early years she wrote that at ten 
“  I was as familiar with Lindsey Murray’s Grammar 
as with the Westminster Catechism; and the latter I 
had to repeat every Sunday. My favourite studies 
were natural philosophy, logic and moral science. 
From my brother Albert I received lessons in the 
ancient tongues, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin.”  Her 
biographer points out that all this is sheer romancing. 
She knew nothing of any foreign language, ancient or 
modern; of the other subjects she knew next to noth­
ing, and the scraps she picked up she misunderstood. 
Grammar she never mastered, and punctuation she 
ignored. In fact in the end she engaged a profes­
sional “  ghost ”  to rewrite Science and Health, and 
there Mr. Dittemore gives some most amusing in­
stances of very commonplace matters. Mrs. Eddy’s 
own explanation of her ignorance was “  After my 
discovery of Christian Science most of the knowledge 
I had gained from school books vanished like a 
dream.”  So apparently did her knowledge of the 
books she had stolen from to compile “ Science and 
Health.”  Her forgetfulness was providential.

* * *

A Rare First Edition.

A turning point in her life was her acquaintance 
with P. P. Quimby, the real originator of Christian 
Science. Quimby was one of those quacks who
flourished in the small towns of the United States and 
who dabbled in cures by “  animal magnetism ” and, 
later, by faith-healing. He died from a neglected ab­
dominal ulcer, but left behind him a mass of manu­
scripts which came into the at least temporary posses­
sion of Mrs. Eddy. The publication of the Quimby 
manuscripts in 1921 placed beyond doubt the fact of 
Mrs. Eddy’s Science and Health being nothing more 
than Quimbyism redressed. The first edition of 
Mrs. Eddy’s Science and Health was almost naked 
Quimbyism. Subsequent editions underwent numer­
ous alterations and the Christian Science leaders did 
what they could by buying up copies of the first 
edition for destruction. Almost any price may be 
obtained to-day for the 1875 edition. In 1885 a pro­
fessional “  ghost,”  James Henry Wiggin, was em­
ployed to rewrite Science and Health. His account, 
given in chapter vi. of Bates and Dittemore’s book 
makes very interesting reading. The book had 
already been edited fifteen times, and the existing 
state of the work staggered even Mr. Wiggins. Mr. 
Wiggins rewrote the whole book. It was the only 
way he could introduce order into chaos. He gives 
many illustrations of Mrs. Eddy’s ignorance and lack 
of education, and of her readiness to adopt his re-

daymarks as her own. Thus she came to him one 
with the enquiry, “  Is there any difference bet''^' 
Agnostic and Gnostic?” Mr. Wiggins explained  ̂
difference and had the pleasure of seeing Mrs. «
reproduce the explanation in the Christian Seiend

Journal as her own. Mr. Wiggins’s opinion of M*
Eddy may be expressed in two passages.

1 No,
seaaledSwedenborg and all other such writers are 

books to her. She cannot understand such u ^ 
ances; and never could, but dollars and cents

nobody sunderstands thoroughly.”  
fool.”

Mrs. Eddy is

Murdering Intelligence.

I must leave those who wish for detailed and doclto
mented evidence of the character of this woman  ̂
read the book itself. As I have said, no one bn
leader of a religious sect could survive such an ev

posine. I know of no other occupation in w■ hich a«'

person could pursue so barefaced a career of duplici*
from Spiritualistic medium, to so stupid a crce 
Christian Science, and could yet be held in honoU
so large a number of people.

Consider the quality of the Christian
methods and the discipline to which it subject5 
dupes. First, it adopts the lowest of tactics to 
vent its followers finding out the truth. Some yc‘ 
ago by organizing a boycott against newspape1 
through advertisers— it managed to bring one f ̂  
publishing house to its knees. It also eXerClŜ ’ 
through its local organizations, a boycott of all b°0̂  
sellers who display books for sale which fltta 
Christian Science. The last public instance of a« 
tack on a publisher was that organized against A 1  ̂
ners for publishing Dakin’s Life of Mrs. Eddy  ̂
buys up things to which it objects, whenever 
possible and so suppresses them. There is " jr,t 
more serious threat to freedom of publication than

. o t . o  •__  mi. _ . 4« 0>ll?

that i5
not •1

organized by Christian Science. The evil m
limited by the opportunities it has for exercising

l-.gfll'*
Second, it secures both cash and unintelligent 0 ^

ence by insisting that its Churches must always 
the latest edition of Science and Health and f°r ^
students taking even written copies for the Plll^ir, 
of preaching. Independent preaching is not etic j 
aged in the Church, even within the four cornelS 
its “  sacred ” book.

k 5
The type of intelligence it fosters by its princ'P

' Malignantis deplorable in the highest degree.
lief ”  plays a great part in its philosophy, and ^
means that every true Christian Scientist will a\ 
reading anything against his belief for fear of invltl/r 
disease or disaster. They will not only not read, sc*as is possible they will not even think out of the . 1
tracks. A  right belief is everything, a wrong bd*1

ylTleads to inevitable disaster. The only reason why 
Eddy died is, so it is said, was because of the ,c 
mint beliefs that attacked her from the outside- . t 
are brought back to the crudest and most pri111’* !  
form of magic. And it must be remembered , |-  . . jjp
this form of discipline is exercised by the indiv* ^
himself. He is the custodian of his own dope,  ̂
administers it to himself. Nothing that exists _lS ’<
beautifully calculated to rob a man of whatever >,ltlS
ligence he possesses as is Christian Science. It 15

f tHethe philosophy of the savage, plus the cupidity ot t.
shady American financier. Nothing more coiitc1'1 .

;i d<*ible exists, even in the field of religion. If i* 
not reduce all its honest followers to a state of 1 
becility the credit must be traced to the sauative
fluences of ordinary life.

Chapman Coiißii‘

i l
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The Bradlangh. of America.

" Libert}’, a word without which all other words are 
vain.”—Ingersoll.

“ We think our civilization near its meridian, but we 
are vet only at the cock-crowing and the morning- 
s.tar,”—Emerson.

Centenary Celebrations are sometimes weird affairs, 
‘"ul not infrequently serve to advertise the organizers 
'"stead of the object of veneration. A t the Shelley 
Centenary at Horsham, some years ago, far greatei 
emphasis was laid on the poet’s association with the 
""known Sussex County, families than on his literary 
pre-eminence. Indeed, at a meeting of the Shelley 
Society, when a member pointed out that the author of 
Queen Mab and Prometheus Unbound was a mili- 
tant Atheist, the frank avowal nearly broke up the 
society on the spot. Hence, it is so necessary that 
Cc"tenary celebrations should not be in the hands of 
!)"sy nobodies.

Charles Bradlaugh’s reputation, for instance, will 
i'e "dequately safeguarded by the leading British 
freethinkers, and it is to be hoped that Ingersoll, the 
centenary of whose birth falls this year, will be as 
Jealously guarded by Intellectuals on both sides of the 
Atlantic.

1 here is no American Freethinker more worthy of 
reniembrance than Ingersoll. He was of the race of 
Ule Sun-Trader, whom Robert Browning once wor- 
•mipped this side of idolatry. For a whole generation 
le "as the mouthpiece of liberty and fraternity, be­
lieving, as he did, that freedom was the very breath 
of brotherhood. He was, first and foremost, the 
mator of Freethought, and flamed the evangel of 
"berty over a continent badly in need of such in­

spiration.
Inrngersoll occupied the position in 

()i " militant Freethought orator a
tO til 0 4- —1 • * ' —

the United States 
,. --- - -cethought orator and writer similar

]j ,’at which Charles Bradlaugh filled here in Britain, 
cot n Wer? giants, physically and intellectually, both 

( sway large popular audiences, but here them.ge popular auuiences,
resemblance ends. Bradlaugh sought to beat down 
Christianity l>y sheer force of logic and law.
speech '■
hie • • 1Cad ^ke judicial utterances by the side of 

 ̂ ' 'reliant, sparkling orations of Colonel Ingersoll. 
0r"erica dearly loves rhetoric, and Pagan Bob as an 
fli)! ?' 110 superior in the United States. In full
his". '̂e " as as res'stless as the Falls of Niagara, and 
jj . s"Ccess on the public platforms was phenomenal. 
C] taunted once that he feared to meet certain 
' " e men, be replied cheerfully that he was willing to 
v'"n ab together in mass formation. It was no
Cl ..* » * , for he triumphed over such antagonists as 
],' '"m l Manning and Gladstone as easily as over 
h r -shell, small-town evangelists who had the liardi- 

°d to attack him.

deli'utTS°l̂  wrote too, in a style quite as brilliant and 
'"ent"^1'! aS sP°ben words. Gladstone compli- 
lJrj,..ect him on his writing “  with a rare and enviable 
ant UancU ” It was true, for he was as doughty an 
k u / f ’tist as Voltaire. For example, Gladstone 

cd lugersoll that in quitting Orthodoxy he was 
tort 1? a wild horse without a bridle. Ingersoll re- 
a cly criIsbingly that this was far better than riding 
iinp ll̂  horse and dreaming of progress. Bon-mots, 
W r i p lllay be found on every page of his voluminous 
Tm'ngs. How good is his jest that “  with soap, bap- 

ls a good thing.”  How incisive his remark :
tit

Had the Presbytery of Chicago been present at| vw* j ---------------o~ ------------- r-------------------

t\lr 11 r 11 ing of Servetus, they would have quietly 
rini C< their backs, solemnly divided their coat-tails, 

Warmed themselves.”

Ingersoll’s masterpiece, Some Mistakes of Moses is 
a Freethought classic, second only to Paine’s Age of 
Reason in point of popularity. It still commands a 
sale wherever the English language is spoken. A 
generation after his death his lectures and orations 
are as lively and as readable as when they were issued 
fresh from the press. Such literary vitality is the 
surest test of his power, for it is very rare that contro­
versial matter is so richly endowed as to survive the 
ephemeral purposes of the moment. Shelley had this 
gift of so brightening the coarse web of controversy 
with the golden thread of his genius, until it became 
a thing of beauty and a joy for ever. At heart a poet, 
Ingersoll shared this gift, and he was no less exalted 
when he spoke of the radiant hopes of humanity as 
when he described the exquisite beauty of a little 
child’s laugh. His lectures are full of prose-poetry, 
and his oration on the grave of Napoleon is almost 
lyrical in its sonorous periods. Uttered by a vivid and 
powerful personality, graced by the arts of the born 
orator, no wonder the impassioned phrases thrilled the 
brains and flushed the cheeks of thousands. If in his 
attacks upon religious Orthodoxy Ingersoll appears to 
be full of fun and levity, it must be remembered that 
it is ridicule that kills. Gravity is what the priests 
want, for they know full well that opponents who 
treat their abracadabra too seriously play their sorry 
game for them.

Imagination and humour were the qualities in which 
Ingersoll surpassed the orators of his time, but his 
humour was his most unassailable work. When he 
had a law-office at Washington, lightning struck the 
church next door. Ingersoll said : “  An offended 
deity may have meant that bolt for me, but what 
markmanship ?”  Once, during a law case, he had to 
quote from a legal work, Moses “  Oil the Eaw of 
Mandamus.”  The judge asked facetiously if this was 
the same gentleman referred to in the Mistakes of 
Moses. “ N o ! ” responded Ingersoll. ‘ ‘ I am quot­
ing, your honour, from Moses ‘ on Mandamus’ ; my 
own book refers to Moses on God damn us.”

A thorough humanitarian, Ingersoll’s work is full 
of a fine and noble indignation against all that is cruel 
and despicable in theology. Reproached with being a 
mere iconoclast, he could reply that from tens of 
thousands of minds he had helped to lift the awful 
belief in a personal devil and eternal torment, and 
banished some very degrading and uncivilized theo­
logical conceptions which oppressed his fellow country­
men. It was not to the credit of the Americans that 
lie was so much alone in his championship of Liberty. 
“ Why are you here?”  asked Emerson of Thoreau 
when he visited him in prison for liberty of conscience. 
“ Why are you not here?”  rejoined Thoreau. It was 
a shrewd thrust from the militant to the passive intel­
lectual.

Ingersoll’s enormous influence and personal 
qualities are undisputed. His books still circulate 
throughout the English-speaking world. To Mark 
Twain he was a hero; Huxley, Gladstone, and Foote 
recognized his real worth. To tens of thousands of 
Britons and Americans he was an inspiration. The 
Ingersoll treasured in our memories was a keen-eyed 
warrior, as well as a very noble man, who fought in 
the Army of Human Liberation, and who never 
wavered in holding aloft the standard of Freethought 
against all the g<xls in the Pantheon and whole armies 
of priests and their satellites. He paid a heavy price 
for his championship of Liberty. Had he been Ortho- 
dox die might easily have become President of the 
Great Republic of the West. As it is he is one of the 
sweetest memories of his country and generation, and 
an inspiration to posterity. He chose the better part, 
for he found his fellow-men chained within the prison 
of Superstition. It was his constant purpose to break
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those fetters and set Humanity free. When the 
United »States of America escapes from the fog of 
Puritanism into the clear and glorious sunshine of 
Freedom it will be owing largely to the unselfish devo­
tion of men like Robert Ingersoll, whose life-work 
proves the indispensability of Freethinkers in a world 
governed by superstition and commercialism. There 
is profound truth in Ingersoll’s jesting remark that it 
would have been far better for America if, instead of 
the Pilgrim Fathers landing at Plymouth Rock, the 
same rock had landed on the Pilgrim Fathers.

M imnermus.

The Malaise of Civilization.

T roubi.es that beset our post-war world are so men­
acing as to excite dire forebodings. Articles and 
arguments appear on such questions as “ Is Civiliza­
tion doomed?” or “ Can Civilization be saved?” 
Others, less despondent, proffer all maimer of counsel 
as to ways of improving the material side of things. 
We possess, indeed, a multitude rather than a paucity 
of councillors and prescriptions. Among them is the 
suggestion that though we continue to get a measure 
of sustenance and shelter in our present, if faulty tene­
ment, the surest way of securing a sounder habitation 
would be to begin by destroying the existing one 
altogether.

A  more tenuous line of thought is concerned with 
the spiritual or cultural aspects of the situation. It 
approaches the promotion of European unity by an 
appeal to the sanctity of its cultural tradition. His­
toric associations that distinguish a peculiar contribu­
tion to civilization and human development from those 
that pertain to such other systems as the Orient. 
This is but an appeal for certain limitations. It has 
special reference to aspects of ancient literature and 
philosophy which have become accepted as be­
longing to European temper. Blended, that is, with 
the Judaic-Roman cultus embodied in the later 
synthesis of Christianity, which until a recent period 
made up so largely Western religious and social ideals.

Active to this end is the Neo-Catholic school of 
historic interpretation. It has its leading exponent in 
the person of one, Christopher Dawson, with various 
books in this metier to his credit. In another vein 
follow the resilient, voluble brethren, Chesterton- 
Belloc, whose onslaught upon modern trends is 
heralded by the slogan “  the counter-attack through 
history.”  Their effusions are received with curious 
respect in our contemporary Press, for their aim is to 
show that our present failure is due to falling away 
from medieval ideals, and our only hope of recovery 
is through returning to them. Still the issue raised 
by these sophists is a vital one. For revolutionary 
contentions of a quite opposite character are also in the 
field, equally confident of their absolute validity. Let 
us then consider it from an independent regard.

Diverse elements commingle in the chequered course 
of intellectual and cultural progress in Europe or the 
West. It arises after long effort and follows no 
ordered sequence. Valuable gains to thought and 
nascent science accruing in one age are lost or ignored 
in another. Institutions are created that provide for 
the first time in history for true political life— the 
participation of free citizens in the public affairs of the 
State— as in the Ecclesia or assembly of the antique 
Greek City-State, or in a more organized form in the 
Senate of the Roman Republic of its great days. They 
failed to root themselves as a leading factor in 
Western political advance. The Greek world, after a 
brief intellectual efflorescence, fell under Roman

dominion; the Republic dissolved into a despo  ̂
Empire— which ended in collapse. But the Impcljiâ  
office emerged in a fresh guise, from the chaos 
followed. The Christian Church, growing to be 1 
leading cult of the declining Empire, resumed at 
its supremacy as a seat of supernatural autlio . > 
based on an alleged divine revelation.

European development therefore lias contifl11® 
under the aegis of theocratic monarchy.
consecrated by a sacred priesthood, in an When
order, is the theory of the medieval system 
something in the way of free institutions re-apPe ’ 
it is in the form of a Parliament or conference betffe 
the King and representatives of his subjects. F  1 
fallen to our own country to play a decisive Part 1  ̂
the gradual; establishment of Parliamentary Govcr  ̂
meut, the foundations of political freedom, ana  ̂
educe a comprehensive doctrine of its related assoc|a
tions. Coincident with this movement and the 
ening of the old authority since the Reformat1̂  
scientific inquiry has been furthered, resulting lU  ̂
gains to knowledge we possess, happily, to-day-  ̂
which has helped to disintegrate medieval belie s ^ 
large. Together with the growth of a boa} 
humanist literature, philosophy and art, it opellŜ .̂  
the means to a wide modern synthesis along 
other lines.

Though some progress had been made in all dl£- ' 
things abroad by the dawn of the present cent1'  ̂
the forces of medievalism were strongly entrench^ 
Europe. The two most powerful empires on the *- 
tineut were citadels of absolutism. Had , 
triumphed when the storm broke in 1914, element 
reaction would have been strengthened in a wa" , 

ravely to jeopardise such freedom as then obtain^gr
That peril was averted, but the sequence v* > 

struggle remains to be worked out. The strains a
dislocations set up by the catastrophe have unl°°s 
subversive and egoistic factors with singular eue 
In place of general liberty ensuing, types of dicta 
ship and neo-autocracy have arisen in lieu of the 0  ̂
Apart from minor shows, the two most pronottn

ten1
examples come from Italy and Russia. One has s 
verted a liberal system under a peculiar State 
dubbed “  Fascismo.”  The other is a seizure of 7°\ . 
by a Communist Party under the pretext of decla1 ■ 
a “  dictatorship of the proletariat ”  as the prelude 0 
world-revolution similar in kind.

the
Both have had wide repercussions; Fascism m . 

German sphere, Bolshevism, the world over thro1
its organized propaganda. Even here, apart fro»1
avowed disciples, it appears to be regarded by certa1 
intellectualists as the latest theory in advanced id0*1 
ism, partly, perhaps, from its Anti-Christian attitn1. 
On the other hand protagonists of medievalism b°.1 , 
assert the efficacy of its claims to-day; echoed 11 j 
minor key by other Communions. This confusion 
outlook, contradiction of rival theories of guida11  ̂
lack of comprehensive driving principle and purpoS0 | 
stir the mind and heart of humanity, is the spirit 
malady afflicting civilization.

A  pertinent reference to the position comes ft'0*1’ 
recent address to the French Academy of Political 
Moral Science by Dr. Benesh, the Foreign MinisU1 
Czecho-Slovakia. After referring to European Pel 
bation he said : “  The post-war struggle was bet"'c.  ̂
intellectual rationalism and the dictates of passion» 1 
stinct, and sentimental revolt. There was 
vacancy for the intellectual leadership of mankin ■ 
He further indicated his faith in the part that Fra11, 
and Great Britain would take in this work. ^ 1 ? 
then does intellectual rationalism properly enibraL̂ . 
The prejudice or misunderstanding which obsh'111 
appreciation of this noble term is instanced in the 1

an1'
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mark of a leading Liberal journal, the MancJ'CŜ '  
Guardian, on the death of J- M. Robertson, resp ,, 
bis labours for “  that somewhat arid ciee • • 
Arid creed! This of a body of doctrine an 
sions in the field of religious, cosmic, anc P33 t
quiry derive from all knowledge and experiei , 
against the proved fantasies of supernatural» 
superstition. Then as free inquiry is only sec 
an atmosphere of political liberty it is conmu J* 
file steady maintenance of those institutions e 
ciliated to serve this purpose. As philosop nc c
links with all other phases of illuminahon. msthetic
and social, it draws on the total heritage o ig 
achievement for modes of enrichment of mine 
heart and well-being. , . ... , • f„ii:

This implies in action an access of viv 1 cc 
gence and power directed towards securing u ^ 
huer life through ordered endeavour. It c^rlie^ 
it a bracing psychic tonic and ministration ia 
to renewed confidence and courage in the tasK 
c°very; for in this spirit we are alrem y r wnctish 
mvecess. It consists with the great sello .
hreethought, extending its method am Re - 
"Wider fields, where its exponents may well take a lea 
lag part in the next onward movement of enlighten 
aient and amelioration.

A usten V erney.

Persecution of Freethonglit 
Societies in Germany and 

Austria.

Such is the title of tlic Nineteenth Bulletin of the 
Executive Committee of the International Union of 
Freethinkers. The Executive Committee is of the 
opinion that it cannot hide the truth from Free­
thinkers under pain of incurring the quite inadmis- 
Rihlc moral responsibility for the attacks 011 liberty of 
thought and freedom of expression, not to mention 
those on personal liberty, perpetrated by the present 
(Annan Government. We would no longer be men, 
" e would be doormats with our servility, if we 
allowed the extraordinary persecution of German 
citizens to pass without protestation whatever their 
political opinions or religious views. Here is the 
bulletin of the International :—

A Rrt .
ar,.j.' 'Ah from one of the big German towns has 

e< to give us the following details extorting 11s to 
to his comrades of the Inter-

i he Freethinkers’ building in Berlin, Freiden- 
' c'haus, the headquarters of the German Freethinkers 
has been shut by the State authorities, only the re­
viving office connected with the carrying out of 
u filiations being allowed to function. The branch 
0*hees are occupied by troops. The Viennese Freid- 
C'lkc’', the monthly journal of the Austrian Free- 
hiukers has been banned by the police. The Execu­

t e  Committee of the International Union of Free­
thinkers, on behalf of one of its members imprisoned 
"i Germany for 110 other reason than for his opinions, 
’ aises an indignant protest against the systematic 
Persecutions organized by the German Government. 
11 falls upon all sections of the International to see 
to A that all civilized countries manifest tlicir indig­
nation at these barbarous practices which carry us
back to the most terrible times in the history of the 
Worffi.”

Dr. Terwacne, President.
Pr . Hartwig, Secretary.
Dr. Mii.de, A member of the Committee.

c»tn, . £ ’ve 113 t l  
uatio'rnicate tbem 

1’1 13 a” A to all sympathisers, 
dis ’e evolution of Hitlerism has brought about the 

Clsal of the Freethought Movement. It has not

yet been banned but, in effect, all its activities are at a 
standstill. The Freidenkerhaus in Berlin, Gneise- 
naustrasse, was shut down on March 18, and only the 
assurance section has been left undisturbed. The 
Freethought journals continue to appear, but they 
contain neither substantial matter nor criticism. Many 
officials are out of action (arrested or in hiding). In 
certain towns the filing cabinets containing the lists 
of members, and all the office equipment and libraries 
of the organizations have been destroyed. It must also 
be mentioned that private libraries have been des­
troyed or burnt in the same way. There are some 
offices of the Freethought Movement where all the 
furniture, typewriters, etc., have been totally des­
troyed. Many local groups which have no premises of 
their own in which to meet, find it impossible to bring 
their members together. All public servants who. do 
not wish to lose their jobs are obliged to profess 
Christianity, and the national, racial, and Christian 
principles of education. They are forbidden from 
working in left-wing parties or for the Freethought 
Movement. It is forbidden even to put rooms, public 
or municipal buildings at the disposal of these organ­
izations.

Henceforth all children undergoing compulsory 
schooling are forced to participate in religious and 
Christian teaching (except the Jews). It seems, how­
ever, that in Prussia those children who have not 
already had religious instruction will be exempt in 
the future; but all children who enter the schools this 
year will be obliged to take it. At Easter the youth­
ful celebrations, which among Freethinkers’ children 
replace the confirmation and communion celebrations 
of the Christian Churches, were with very few excep­
tions forbidden. There has been practically no re­
sistance.

All public officials are re-entering the Church, some 
to deceive the enemy who is quite willing to be 
deceived, others in abandoning their conviction.

All the Freethinkers of the world must organize 
moral resistance and for the resurrection of the Ger­
man Frecthought Movement.

No doubt all the Freethinkers in the world will 
carry out this duty. But what is of highest import­
ance is to throw light on all the attacks upon liberty 
made by the reactionaries in Germany. Failure to do 
so would be weakness and a danger. It should be 
brought about by external action which, in default of 
the internal action that had been counted upon, ought 
to play a great part in restoring to Germany a regime 
of liberty. T.

(From La Pensée, April 16, 1933.)

M ATTER.

What force is it that can transform dull clay 
Into a sentient body, which has power 
To multiply, to make fruit from the flower,
And when its work is done, to pass away ?

Yet not dissolve—for deep within the earth 
Is stored the lives of generations past,
All nature’s organisms come at last 
To dust, yet still retain their native worth.

Matter has always use, though death has shorn 
Its life away, and stayed its vital growth.
Our Mother Earth has, reincarnate, borne 
Bodies returned to her through death. So both

With and without life matter has endured. 
Ageless and indestructible, tis thus immured.

Anon.
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Acid Drops.

We have had to call attention many times to some of 
those who by “  an inscrutable dispensation of providence’’ 
are permitted to occupy semi-judicial positions. The 
latest example is offered by Mr. R. Stuart Rodger, the 
Manchester County Coroner. At an inquest this person 
is reported as saying, after swearing-in a jury :—

I have just administered the oath to you. We have 
been reading about a trial where there appears to have 
been no oath administered or taken. All I can say 
is that there can be no justice in any court or com­
munity in which the Almighty is not acknowledged and 
revered.

Mr. Rodger is evidently a very ignorant and a very 
bigoted person. He must be aware that if the twelve 
men before him had all decided to affirm instead of taking 
the oath he would have been compelled to accept their 
service. The man does not appear to know that in an 
English Court God is only there so long as some people 
desire his presence. Those who do not are legally en­
titled to dismiss him as an irrelevancy. Sueli men as 
Mr. Rodger are doing their best to divest an English 
Court of the respect it should arouse. Mr. Rodger should 
restrict his activities to a mission and leave the judicial 
field open to better men.

In the Daily Dispatch (April n) is a pretty story from 
Barmouth. Just as evening service began at St. John’s 
Church a sheep walked up the aisle, and after a short in­
spection of the altar, returned and entered a pew. Now 
if this was a lost sheep there is good authority for saying 
that its return should have been welcomed by the others. 
The “ Good Shepherd ”  left the ninety and nine, sought 
the lost one, and brought him home rejoicing. Not so 
the Churchwardens of St. John’s, Barmouth. The lost 
sheep had no sooner settled in his pew, and, we expect, 
assumed an attitude of reverent devotion, when these 
ruffians “  chased him out of the church.” The poor 
sheep, plainly a pious one at heart, must have reflected 
that these men were not very faithful followers of one 
who said, “ I know my sheep and am known of mine.”

The Rev. F. Edwards writes to the Daily Telegraph a 
doleful screed about the plight of Church Schools and 
Training Colleges. He says the ‘ ‘ Secularist” Society 
‘ ‘ is more aggressive than ever,”  and “  the Church has 
surrendered schools at an alarming rate.” What are the 
facts ? Only 26 per cent of the children in elementary 
schools are now in Church Schools. Many of these 
schools were redundant, many more were insanitary and 
unsuitable for further use. The Hadow Report faced 
the fact that the parochial system has broken down, and 
in the interests of the health and education of the children, 
arrangements have been made for their transfer, and, 
where necessaiy, their transport, to suitable (Council) 
premises. The, later, Ray Report will mean, as Mr. 
Edwards says, closing more Church Schools, especially in 
rural districts. As to the teachers, only one third of 
them are now trained in Church colleges. These arc facts 
to make every reasonable man rejoice. If the Church 
wants to stem the tide of child welfare and educational 
progress it must do so at its own charges. The Church 
schools, says this gentleman, will “ pass away.’’ We 
hope they will.

The London Letter of the Dundee Courier and Adver­
tiser (April 12) contains a paragraph on Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald’s visit to America, in which the writer says 
that it is reported that “ when the President invited the 
Prime Minister,’ ’ he used words “  which may become 
historic.” Roosevelt is supposed to have said, “ Do 
come and spend a week-end with me. In that week-end 
we shall do more for God than has been done for a very 
long time.” This may well have appealed to the maudlin 
piety which Mr. Macdonald finds useful in times of 
difficulty, but the more these conversations do ‘ ‘ for God’’ 
the less they will do for mankind. When we think of the 
soi l of machinery that functions in politics of the United

Stales and of the “ influences ” and “ interests 'villicitfindoperate in our own politics, we are bound to say we 
them much more worthy of organized sanctity than 
honourable and competent statesmanship. “  A week-end 
with God ”  is a favourite function with the Salvation 

We doubt, however, if the President and tlicArmy. do,
Premier will go to the penitent form, and, if they . 
whether the results will be profitable to this trou 
world.

The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool (  ̂
Downey) addressing a meeting at Widnes on bena 
the Liverpool Cathedral Building Fund announced ^  
he had received a contribution of £25 from “ a F°IH „ 
formist minister, who desired to remain anonyfl101 
It is such a rare thing for a Christian of one denonnn  ̂
to give money to another, and such a shameful thnip^ 
the eyes of his own denomination, that he dare not .- 
his name. Perhaps the gift was really intended as a 
of the scrupulosity of Catholics as to the origin of nia 
given to the Church. If so this Nonconformist nu'11'' . ̂ . 1 p utrcji
must be as innocent as he is unusual, for the '-1 
has never hesitated to take money for her own P)'" 
no matter from whom it came or by what means R ' , 
acquired. Even a “  rake off ”  on a shady or erm 
transaction can be elevated into an act of repents 
“ restitution ’’ or reparation. The Ecclesiastical 
missioners with their revenues from slums—and in h 
known cases from even less reputable sources—®a)  ̂
mentioned here lest we might be thought to sugge?t ,U1 
the carelessness above-mentioned is peculiar to the R0’1 ^ 
communion. Dissenters, of course, are supposed t0  ̂a 
more careful, but if they would not take the proceeds 0  ̂
raffle, strict evangelicals have always been know" ^  
more generous to religion than to the workmen and s 
rants in their employ.

A correspondence in the Sydney Morning 
(kindly forwarded by a resident Freethinker) deals 
“ Science and Religion.’ ’ It arose out of a very sel^rje

jjcrfrf 
wit'1
il)

...J,---- - - --- - ----- — .. . — J  ¿aClc
complaint by a local educationalist that “ the Spe<- ‘ q 
of a girls’ school appealing for funds to build a c ‘ 
when its laboratories are primitive or non-existent 
cites my resentment.’’ To this a pious writer . 
the Australian Club, who appends to his signature 1 A, 
Trinity College, Cambridge,” replies, “  Where, if 1,0 
the school chapel, shall a boy or girl learn to lay deG  ̂,, 
their character the foundations of the Christian f;U ^ 
and, with seeming liberality adds, “  by all mean-  ̂
the science laboratories follow and be well used " jlC 
the chapel day by day has led the child’s mind to > 
knowledge of what is eternal.” Here we have the b ^,, 
admission that if they cannot “ lead the child’s nn,a j 
— that is, poison it— before it begins the real purs"■ 
education, they have little chance of holding its alleglc 
thcreafter.

The Los Angeles Examiner (March 16) has a pict"1̂  
a crowd kneeling in the open air at Long Beach, ‘ 0 
Mass of thanksgiving—that the recent earthquake "'a* 
worse! “ Even while they prayed and gave j (111g'
occasional tremors shook the earth beneath them.” Jon?
Beach “ is now so used to recurring shocks that so 
as one is in the open, safely removed from threat^1 
walls, it takes an unusually severe tremor to c;1|1))j 
alarm.” Instead of praising the human prevision 
stoical courage that puts panic to flight, Dr. Mel T*'° j 
who preached the sermon to a congregation soim 
whom wore bandages as “ a mute testimony to then 

drew “ lessons of sacrifice and courage 1juries,
the disaster.”  The Church will draw “ lessons )y, 
disaster of any kind, and, instead of blaming God ^

fro*1’ 
for

as according to its view of 11 is powers it si'11*1 
that he has killed or maimed s° ,;,f

them
— praise Him1—  • • 1 'fli1Meanwhile all the work of prevention and cure and 1L
is done by man.

fliii
From the Stamford and Rutland News conies a  ̂

sample of clerical manners. The Rev. F. DavenlT^ 
Vicar of St. Martin’s, Stamford, at the Annual l ,af’ol'.|lj1. 
Meeting, denounced “ three-quarters ” of his pal1'
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loners as “ pagans.’’ Their crime is that they do not 
Church. Says the irate Vicar, “  It is true the 

»carer you are to Church the further you are from God. 
3 good part of our congregation comes from Wothorpe 
»» outlying district—“ The only interest sliown by many 
nearer the Church is to say that the bells give them a 
headache.” Nor is this the worst of it. It “  always 
annoys >’ Mr. Devonport “ to see people chucking away 
pounds on frivolities, and then saying, when it comes to 
lhe Church, it must be 2s. 6d. instead of 5s.”  He com­
plains that lie ‘ ‘ is no longer a minister or pastor, but a 
Parish official to come and go at the call of all and 
sundry.” He even suggests that “ there is no reason 
"hy those who listen-in to a wireless service instead ol 
coming to Church should not give something to the 

nurch just as if they were present.’’ The upshot of al 
lls violent language was a proposal to get men and 

"omen collectors to go from lionse to house and “ remind 
•he residents of their responsibilities.”  We do not envy 
•he collectors their job, for who is too generous after being 
tailed a “ pagan?”

3 he Rome Correspondents of several journals put 
0'e r” an obviously inspired tale about a visit of Herr 
''0u Papon to the Pope. The sting is in the tail of this 
•nle. It reads, “  It may be taken for granted that the 
' nfican will not do anything which might be regarded 
»s encouraging the exaggerated forms of nationalism now 
’’c'ng displayed in Germany.”  But, since Hitler is a 
jminan Catholic, and since Catholicism is, and has been 
ior centuries the most fruitful breeding ground for aiiti- 
ycjnitism, it may also be taken for granted that when 
JIls Holiness counselled the German Bishops to work for 
‘ moderate » courses he very deliberately refrained from 
a"y explicit condemnation of the immoderation which he 
;"ul they knew was then operative. “  Moderation ’> is a 
,,vely word, but wliat in tlie name of God is moderate

niiti-seuiitism ?

hollowing on his speech at the recent Free Church 
council meeting at Sheffield, in which he called on the 
c ’mrehes to engage in an anti-war campaign, Mr. Lloyd 
■ corge is now in negotiation with the Council, which lias 

’'P a Committee of ways and means, as to the pro- 
campaign. Any propaganda for peace, by Cnuic ies 

:)v any body or anyone is all to the good, but we fear
,;|t, if it is to preacli Christianity as the cure for war 

;in<l that • -is what Mr. Lloyd George suggested in his
Tccch-the new campaign will be just so much wind and 
Ury signifying nothing.

the Frc 
>ution to

tribf; ; r  x’rce Church Council wants to make a useful con-
f to world peace let it cease to provide chaplains
111 the armed forces ; let it urge upon its members, clerical 

* !ay’ t0 abandon their associations with every form of 
Jr-hkc organizations from Boys Brigades to the Brigade 

.. guards; let them, since they are supposed to believe 
, at " God has made of one blood every nation under 

ave'i,” put an end to the impudent and mischievous 
»»nations of their foreign missionaries, let them, 111 

. 11,11> practice what they preach, and example may do 
•han much campaigning. So long as even 

formist boy is taught in the Sunday School to be a 
nsl’au soldier ”  it will be difficult to believe m tlie 

faith of the bulk of Christian pacifism.

.,,ihe Huchess of Hamilton, whose sou, Lord Clydes- 
»• led the successful expedition to Mount Everest,

H i-.—
her ^  a missionary exliiliition in Glasgow, said that 
Priilci . s success was due “ because these very Christian 
folioJ whieh this exhibition stands for have been
Evurr.L.1 ‘ ' She added that there are “ many Mount 

s,t° conquer in the spiritual world.”  Not Lady 
s°n,i] °n s money, nor the scientific equipment and per­
mit .." ’b'cpidity of Lord Clydesdale and his colleagues, 
filial '»/act that the “  little party out in Purnew were 
IclW ^th brotherly love for each other and the good­
l y  >, 'T  that we should like to see over the world to- 
fint' v»as responsible, according to Her Grace, for this 

Uevenieut. There is, however, no region in which

loyalty to purpose and to colleagues is so common or so 
productive as the realm of scientific exploration and ad­
venture. It is man’s conquests in the actual and not the 
“  spiritual world ”  which break down divisions that re­
ligion created and fostered, and the zeal for knowledge 
and humanity inspires heroism and devotion compared 
with which “  missionary enterprise ” is contemptible 
in its arrogant futility.

There is lio novelty about a pro]>osal, boosted in tlie 
Leeds Mercury, that ministers of religion should have a 
course of “  practical psychology ” in order that they may 
“ minister to the mind diseased ” or agonized. The Rev.

! Leslie D. Weatherhead, of the Brunswick Methodist 
Church, who thus proposes says that “ the doctors are on 
one side and we are on the other of that great central ter­
rain where the real battle is,”  i.e., in the mind and body 
of the sufferer. This is true, although not in the sense 
suggested, and if he will take a leaf out of the cautious 
book of tlie Anglican Convocation, Mr. Weatherhead 
will find reason to doubt whether parsons can property or 
usefully dabble in “ healing ”—whether of mind or body.

He says, “  do not let us leave such momentous issues 
to charlatans and quacks,” and proposes “ joint action ’’ 
by doctors and ministers. The clear object of this pro­
posal is to secure for the minister the credit of what the 
doctor does for the patient. When the doctor can do no 
more, then people call on God, or the parson. Mr. 
Weatherhead, recognizing this, wants to get professional 
sanction for what he calls ‘ ‘ psycho-therapy,” which, in 
point of fact, is only “  Christian .Science ’ ’ (in well-to-do- 
circles) or Peculiarism or Pastor JefTreyism among the 
poor and ignorant. The priest as healer is probably the 
most ancient and dangerous of all “  quacks ”  or “ charla­
tans.”

A report of the Methodist Standing Committee on Sun­
day Questions says that, “ Serious attention was given 
to the action of the cinema interests in intervening in 
local decisions relating to the opening of cinemas on Sun­
days, and certain steps were indicated whereby the at­
tention of responsible authorities might be directed 
against such activity.” We gather that it is quite in 
order for Sabbatarian bigots to use whatever means they 
fancy to prevent Sunday opening, but it is quite all 
wrong for the cinemas to do likewise to achieve Sunday 
opening. Looking at these noisy, canting and despic­
able Sabbatarians, we can only say that their God is 
worthy of them.

Says Sir Norman Augcll : “  We English have the be­
lief that if our hearts are stout it does not matter how 
thick our heads are.’’ For our part, we arc not so sure 
that this belief is a mono]>oly of the English. Any race 
that had had the misfortune to be reared under the influ­
ence of the Christian religion might arrive at the same 
belief.

Preaching at the Central Hall, Manchester, the Rev. 
A. E. Witham said : —

The Twelfth Century was an age of faith. There were 
no questions, 110 dubieties. Popular thought and philo­
sophy and science were all Christian. How easy it must 
have been to believe in God when the whole environment 
of the age leaned towards it. At the time of the Deists, 
however, with their chill bias-against enthusiasm, at the 
time of the French Revolution, or in our own period, 
how much more difficult it is much harder to nourish 
the soul when we are told that we have not got a soul.

The report from which this is taken was headed “ Faith 
in a Dark Age.’’ This should serve as a warning. The 
period when the whole environment leaned toward faith 
was an age when popular thought, and philosophic and 
scientific thought were all in fetters— an age of filth, of 
grossest superstition, and of brutal customs. It was the 
renaissance of pagan thought and learning that began the 
redeption of tlie Christian world from the blight of 
Christian faith upon the human mind.

L
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One can always expect a certain amount of religious 
slush at Christmas and at Easter. This year we seem to 
have got a bigger dose than usual. Since the Pope an­
nounced a ‘ ‘ Holy Year,”  crowds of journalists have.been 
talking about the anniversary of the death and resurrec­
tion of “  Our Lord and Saviour ’’ as if these mythical 
events really happened ; and as the death of God Almighty 
is invariably put down to the “  Jews,”  a number of very 
religious writers do not hesitate to explain the outbreak 
of anti-semitism in Germany—in guarded terms, of 
course— as some sort of punishment for the horrible crime 
of their forefathers.

For example, Mr. Sidney Dark is allowed a double-page 
spread in John Bull (which surely ought to know better) 
in which the “  beautiful ’’ Gospel story is actually taken 
as thoroughly historical. Although it has been riddled 
through and through, and although there is no evidence 
whatever for any details about Jesus except the anony­
mous writings in the New Testament which were inspired 
by hatied of the Jews, after writing as if he deplored 
the anti-semitism for which the Cliristan Church is en­
tirely responsible, Mr. Dark coolly adds :—

The Nazis are moved by the same insensate fury as 
the Jews were some nineteen hundred years ago, when 
they stood in a packed crowd before Pilate’ palace and 
yelled the demand that Barabbas should be released and 
that Christ should be crucified.

This artful way of pretending that the “  packed 
crowd ” of Jews yelling for the “ crucifixion of Christ’ ’ 
is exactly similar to the Nazi sadists who outraged every 
scrap of human decency in an attack on a defenceless 
people living in their midst as decent citizens, is just the 
insidious anti-semitic propaganda which keeps alive the 
hatred of the Jew; which fosters it by pretending to 
deplore i t ; just as every anti-semite always pretends that 
liis best and truest pals are Jews. The work of Free- 
thought is plain : destroy the vindictive myths and 
legends wrought in a superstitious age, which foster hate 
and malevolence. That is the way of Humanism.

We never thought there was a buying public for printed 
sermons, but presumably there is, and anyone now can 
buy a volume of twenty-five prize sermons picked out 
from the work of 690 competitors for 10s. 6d. A recent 
religious reviewer of this twaddle (for that is all they 
can be) is very sad. He complains that ‘ ‘ an Easter ser­
mon which mentions immortality but not the Resurrection 
is particularly depressing. Sensational language pre­
vails, but singularly little teaching.” Comment would 
be superfluous.

The Rev. Dr. W. R. Maltby declares that spiritual 
deliverance is the gift of God— not something we can 
earn. It is God who takes the initiative; we are the re­
ceivers. Now that is a very comforting thought for 
Freethinkers. It suggests that the Christian God is con­
siderate enough to leave them alone— reserving his gift 
for the child-like, the slieep-like, and the superlatively 
credulous. For such are of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Let us all be grateful for his loving mercy.

Canon Peter Green declares that three or four hundred 
millions a year is wasted on gambling. One is inclined 
to suspect that the “ moral indignation,”  which some of 
our parsons conjure up in regard to gambling, arises from 
the thought that, if only the gamblers could be made 
properly religious, the millions now wasted on gambling 
might be diverted into the coffers of the churches. Need­
less to say such a diversion would be merely another 
form of wasted millions by gambling—the gambling in 
this case being on the chances of dodging Hell and 
whining a seat in Heaven.

The outbreak of fresh controversy between Evan­
gelicals and Anglo-Catliolies over the proceedings in 
commemoration of the Oxford Movement may be, as a 
Nonconformist journal says, “  a family affair,” but it is

of interest to outsiders for the moral to be learned 
It reveals the kind of “ family life ”  which the CD*^ 
religion engenders while claiming to have the monop  ̂
of the gift to unite all men as brothers and to usher 1 
reign of Peace and Goodwill. For dis-unitiug man'  ̂
nothing so potent as the Christian religion has 
invented since the “  confusion of tongues ”  at the 
of Babel.

Skipping is good for the nerves, says a writer. T#b*f
this explains why our nervous Modernist theologian® ^  
from one “  progressive revelation ”  to another, m 
to ward off the Christian enemy of the moment Sec 
ism.

In regard to Church Union and South India, the h*'11® 
and Standing Committee of the General Council of I* 
Burma, and Ceylon by unanimous vote declared, c ,

intende“cerning inter-communion, that it had “  never 
to convey the impression that in its opinion mims” 
of other Christan bodies at present in separation holfl
are of equally certain validity or identical with jd’o5£\ » 
Churches which have retained the succession of Bisb F 
The Bishops niay profess to believe, that ‘ ‘ all mel1 
equal in the sight of God,’ ’ but they are not preParcl 
admit that all parsons are! This incident is a geUl1 
piece of the only Christianity the world has ever kno"

Dr. Lyttleton is reported as saying that without 1 
teaching of religion all secular teaching is meaning 
Most secular knowledge has some relation to the faC s 
life, and the life which a child has to live after leaVl 
school. And while such is the case it cannot be j 
ingless. For our part, we should prefer to affirm that 
secular teaching is enhanced by the addition of t 
teaching of a rational philosophy incorporating tlm  ̂
ethical ideas and ideals which mankind has so far aC]af 
mulated. The addition of the Christan religion to JcC"  ̂
teaching merely gives the child a false perspective’  ̂
gives him a false notion of the world, of mankind, aDi. r 
the origin of ethical ideas. It certainly gives scCl̂ ]C 
teaching a meaning, but that meaning, being based °®. ^

,otspeculations and superstitious fancies of a half-civl lZ 
people 2,000 years ago, is an erroneous one and ca" 
help but be harmful and misleading to the child

Fifty Years Ago.
Supposing no one enters heaven until the last S'

■ cat
necessariiyday, there are one or two questions which s

arise— (we intend no pun). The maddest Christian d
not pretend that we grow older while in the grave the*"
fore we should like to submit the following. If a y 
couple get married, and the husband dies at the

;o 0»,

twenty-two, the wife lives to seventy, and they both *U3°' 
" 1 it 3age to squeeze into heaven after Judgment Day, * (,t 

strange couple they will be—with a difference of a “ 4 
fifty years Or vice versa imagine a young female a,1G 
with a good old Christian of eighty winters for a husha ^ 
We think the Christian couples after reading this e 
and leave this earth as nearly as possible at the same 1" 
so as to be more suited to each other in tlicir new hal ^ 

Another peculiarity about this Christian heaven- ”   ̂
and daughters will be older than their own fathers ^  
mothers. If a married man dies at the age of thirty a j, 
leaves children behind him, it is possible they will J‘ ‘  ̂
the age of sixty or seventy, and if the children gct ,r, 
heaven they will have quite a youthful father, and Y } 
haps a grandfather younger than themselves: or 1themselves; ,et 
mother dies at the age of twenty-three, she would, '"'¡p. 
the same circumstances, have a white-haired old gcl1 
man for a son, perhaps about fifty years her senior- 0[ 

There are hundreds of other questions arising 
this resurrection and heavenly absurdity, but we will ”   ̂
elude for the present by asking if all the street bD E 
organs will be utilized so as to have all the mus*c ,j, 
Handel, and also whether each nation will sing in its 
language. If so we may exclaim, O what must it l* 
be there!

The “  F reeth in k erA p ril 29, i®®3'



Ai'Rir, 3o, 1933 T H E  FREETH IN KER 281

SPE CIA L.

The Bradlaugh Centenary.

About three months ago the Bradlaugli Centenary 
hxeciitive Committee issued a programme with an ap- 
peal to all admirers of the great Freethinker for 
¿hsoo. The plans included the preparation of a 
\olunie of about 600 pages giving Bradlaugh’s views 
011 aA sorts of subjects, and to he sold at a very low 
l'lice; plans for a banquet on September 26, a public 
demonstration in one of London’s largest halls, a 
memorial— if possible— in the House of Commons, an 
ailm,al Bradlaugh Lecture, lectures in many parts of 
the country right through 1933, and a general pub- 
deity campaign which should place Bradlaugh “ on 
tdc map ” as one of the great reformers of the nine- 
Wenth century. Up to date the sum of X5M 5S. 6d. 
lias been subscribed. The result is not impressive. I 
delieve it can be bettered, I am quite sure it ought to 
de bettered, and the whole of the required sum sub- 
seribed in a very short period. I know that times are 
dard, i  know also that many who will subscribe have 
merely put off the sending. September 26, they think, 
is a l°ng way off; but the chief part of the expenditure

full benefits of the publicity campaign will not be seen 
till after the date of the anniversary.

The sum for which the Committee budgeted was not 
extravagant. A  great deal of research has to be 
undertaken, considerable advertising must be done 
and the publicity campaign alone is an expensive 
item. Very much more than the £1,500 could be 
spent, but the Committee acted with modesty. It 
w ould be little short of a scandal if it had to curtail its 
present programme for financial reasons.

We must make this a Bradlaugh Year, and do it in a 
fashion that will reflect credit on the Freethought 
Cause. We have a chance to do honour to one of the 
greatest of English Freethinkers; we have also a 
chance to make thousands realize what Freethought 
stands for. I confidently invite all who have not 
already done so to place their names on the roll of 
honour.

Chapman Cohen,

President National Secular Society.

mill 1* incurred before that date, and what the Com-
mttee is able to do will be determined by the extent of

lts resources.

When I suggested the formation of an independent 
C°mmittee I did so with the appreciation of the fact 
tllat Aradlaugh’s activities covered a wide field, and 
But his Centenary would appeal to many outside the 
ranks of the Freethought Party. Many would re 
s1'°ih1 who, while scarcely agreeing with any of his 
opinions, would yet not be backward in paying their 
tribute to his character, which is often so much greater 
lllau a man’s actions. The lengthy list of names on 
",(i General Committee, names eminent in politics, 
'Afcnce, literature, and art justifies this expectation 
bit all the same I knew that the bulk of the work 

"°uld hav 
ion
to

ve to be done, and the bulk of the money 
■ Hid by Freethinkers. And it is to Freethinkers 

" rcaders of this journal, and to the members of the 
Witional Secular Society, Bradlaugh’s own Society 

,l 1 am now appealing.

"1'lie varied activities of Charles Bradlaugh gave
1 hdl claim to the title of Reformer. But he was 

ad and through all a Freethinker. It was as

hi
aboye
tl]g -.
. eat lighting Freethinker that he became famous 
die 1 IUS UtlcomPromising Freethought that gave him 
da thousands and the hatred of many more
bon-Hls, and which provided him with a platform 
dio "b'eh to demand the attention of the whole of 
^ country. i hoi ie therefore to see this Centenary

av l'S.LĈ as bradlaugh himself would have wished to 
n,tnt "s name and influence used— for the advance
ha

diiis
°f Freethought. We have a chance to see that

prt ,i'reat Freethinker is placed prominently before the
knr generation, and in this way we may direct at 

Ulou to the principles for which lie stood and for
Oifj.J1. Ile Put up so heroic a fight. Something in this
Uirt 1011 has already been done. A  great many lec
CQHsi i°n bradlaugh have already been delivered and 

- - - 1

The Bradlaugh Centenary 
Commemoration Fund.

F ifth  L ist of Donations.

Amount previously acknowledged .£471 13s.; A . Han­
son, £5; Baron Holder, £3 3s.; Vivian Phelips, 
£2 2s.; G. L. Alward, £2 2s.; A. J. Bywaters, £2 2s.; 
N. J. Franklin, £2; F. H. Thomas, ¿2; The Ethical 
Union, £r is.; I)r. Edith Summerskill, ;£i is.; Mrs.
C. D. Rackham, £1 is.; H. W. Shawcross, ;£i is.;
D. Kerr, £1 is.; Denis Phelips, £1 is.; C. J. Patten, 
.£1 is.; A  Friend per A. E. Withy, £1; Airs. Conway 
Sawyer, £1; II. W. Stanton, £1; E. B. Greedy, £1; W. 
Milroy, £1; Col. S. Graham, £1; A. H. Patrick, £1; 
A. A. Fielding, £1; Airs. AI. J. Wadman, £1; W. H. T. 
Porter, 10s. 6d.; G. Roberts, 10s.; Lord Listowel, 10s,; 
Dr. Watters, 10s.; Airs. Janet Chance, 10s.; G. Royle, 
ios.; J. Whittaker, 10s.; II.C., 5s.; A. O. Hounsell, 
5s.; Airs. A. B. Murray, 5s.; J. Brodie, 5s.; J. R. Lick­
fold, 5s.; J. Brereton, 5s.; W. C. Johnson, 5s.; H. J. 
Adams, 5s.; R. Bell (Pclton), .ss.; Isa Atallah, 5s.; Dr. 
D. A. Crow, 5s.; W. Finlayson, 5s.; R. AI. Doig, 5s.; 
W. Gillies, 5s.; H. Gillman, 3s.; Aliss AI. Ray, 2s. 6d.; 
L. McLachlan, 2s. 6d.; R. Scott, 2s. 6d.; W. Wright, 
2s. 6d.; In Alemoriam J. II. Kalthocber, 2s.; L.AI.S., 
is.

Total of Subscriptions to April 24, 1933 ,£514 5s. 6d.

All subscriptions to be addressed to the H011. 
Treasurer, Bradlaugh Centenary Fund, Air. F. C. C. 
Watts, 3S Cursitor Street, London, E.C.4.

REVERIE.

'̂fvrable press publicity has been achieved.

-

When days are dark and friends are few a pipe, a glass 
And Life will, with a brighter hue serenely pass 
If you would worldly success make then with the stream 
Afust glide in phases small or great in every theme.
Take Orthodoxy to your hreast the three in one,
Con form to what the Crowd thinks best and with them 

run
Your Nonsense must their Nonsense suit as was well said 
In times, when to be less astute might lose your head. 
But thanks to Frectkought Pioneers the battle’s won 
To them we call across the sphere, your Kingdom’s come 
The “  Torch ’ ’ they passed to us must still he kept aflame 

a ! To future Ages we must will a larger gain.
T TVT.r

The I J. MACKINNON.
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F ounded by G. W. FOOTE,

E ditorial

61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
Telephone• No. : Central 2412.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

F reethinker E ndowment T rust.— H. Jessop £1.
F. S maller.—We do repeat the opinion very often, although 

not always in the same words. But there is certainly a 
greater need now than there has been for many years for 
those who believe in genuine freedom of thought to be on 
their guard. Freedom is being assaulted to-day from both 
the top and the bottom.

W . Maurice.—Your claim that not a single Jew in all Ger­
many has been assaulted by the Hitler gunman is really 
too extravagant. Intemperate advocacy of anything over­
reaches itself, and it is clearly so in your case.

B. R. Fink.—Thanks for your interesting letter, but you have 
overlooked the fact that whether “ natural law ’ ’ is ex­
pressed in physical or psychological terms depends en­
tirely upon the nature of the subject matter. You will 
find the matter worked out in Mr. Cohen’s Materialism 
Re-slatcd. The only reason why there are laws of psycho­
logy is precisely because laws of chemistry and of biology 
do not suffice.

J. D. Macdonald.— Papers are being sent.
S. Marshall.—We do not think Christianity less contemp­

tible or less ridiculous because we regard it as a great 
danger. Things are good or bad in proportion to their 
ability to help or injure humanity, not with reference to 
their reasonableness or unreasonableness.

The "  Freethinker "  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
reported to this office.

The Secular Society, Limited Office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C.4.

The National Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C.4.

When the services of the National Secular Society in con­
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com­
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. II. 
Rosctti, giving as long notice as possible.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
attention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
of the rioncer rress, bi Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
and not to the Editor.

The "  Freethinker ”  will be forwarded direct from the pub­
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) : — 
One year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/Q.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
"  The Pioneer Press," and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Clerkenwcll Branch."

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4 by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

Sugar Plums.
— —

An effort is being made to form a Branch of the N.S.S. 
at Oxford, and will local saints who are willing to help 
please communicate with Mr. N. O’ I.eary-Curtis, 56 
Western Road, Oxford. We congratulate those behind 
the effort at Oxford, and wonder how long Freethinkers 
in many towns and cities where Branches of the N.S.S. do 
not exist at present will remain in the backward ai'eas.

The Annual General Meeting of the Glasgow Secular 
Society will be held in No. 2 Room, City Hall, Albion 
Street, at 6.30 prompt to-day (Sunday). Energy and 
enthusiasm are behind an attempt to restore the Society to 
full activity in Glasgow, and all members are asked to 
attend and become acquainted with the proposals for the 
future.

We regret that a blunder was made in quoting from Mr. 
Maxton’s speech in the House of Commons on the 
Seditious and Blasphemous Teaching of Children Bill.

I he passage should have read ‘ ‘ The Marxian teacliing, 
which includes within it the destruction of the idea of a 
supernatural God.” In error the words “ the destruction 
of ” were omitted.

We have received Church Reform: A National Obliga­
tion, by G. F. Stutchbury. With a Foreword hy Vr'

here Pr°'is, 3s. ou.j. m e iciuin. ”  im­
posed is to divest the English Church of all its 1,111 r_
Stanton Coit (Watts, 3s. 6d.). The “ reform ’

mental supernatural dogmas, make it ‘ ‘ a non-sup 
naturalistic religion,” and, if Dr. Coit has his ’ . ,  
vest it with the wealth and social and political PlĈ n 
which now belongs to it in consequence of its conn - 
with the .State. We do not know on what grouinb 
author bases his assertion that the Church of knb ‘ 
still has “ the kindly allegiance of the greater l,ar^°vurcj 
population.” This is in direct conflict with the
published by the Church itself. Of course if “ I 1,H

larried or buried by
son, or being put down as “  Church of England
allegiance’ ’ means getting married or buried by ‘l J

Hospital or prison or in tlie Servces (in the absence 0 ^  
other profession) there are thousands to its crcdt . 
only use the Church on what Arnold Bennett ca  ̂
“ quasi-legal ” occasions. But judged by the tes 
communicating membership it is the Church of 3>°°°̂ eS 
at the most of a population (in England, excluding  ̂
and Monmouth) of 37,000,000. Disestablishment "  ^
according to Mr. Stutchbury be “ a change f°r . j 
worse,’ ’ and so it would if not accompanied by a ra 
measure of disendowment.

The “ reform” of the Church of England, Hke c 
' ‘ reform ” of the House of Lords, can only interest  ̂
who fear the collapse of established institutions and " 
to break their fall. It is certainly not “ a national 0  ̂
gation ’ ’ to revise the theology of the Clmrcli of Eng'3' .  
It is a proper and urgent implication of democratic P 
ciplcs, and of the existing facts with regard to 
Anglican Church—which are set out in this book " 
admirable clarity— that the Church should be put 111 ^
same position as all other religious denominations, 
that its revenues (other than post-reformation volu" ^  
contributions), over large portions of which, as -̂ | 
Stutchbury admits, Parliament has always had and s  ̂
has final control, should be devoted not to sectarian b11 
national purposes. We regret to say we do not think 
filleted religion of the ethical movement any more s 
able for national endowment than its more substantial 1 
deccssor. One does not have to look beyond a cCl 
educational conference held last week to find how 
perate is the need, and how many are the worthy °P* y 
Utilities, for the productive use of vast revenues 
wasted on the worship of God, or— to quote Mr. $tn ~ 
bury who has given up all dogmas—on “ a rational 
thesis, not yet susceptible of definition.” Surely a ' i'C|, 
entity to need what Dr. Coit calls “  the dynamic "  1 
capital and income generates.”

The Brighton Branch N.S.S. will begin open-air .jj 
to-day (Sunday) at the Level, when Mr. C. J. Kcnst 
speak at 3 p.m. The meetings will be held at the • ‘  ̂
time every Sunday. The Branch asks for the supP01 
all Freethinkers within reasonable distance.

A lecture 011 “ The Life and Work of Charles 
laugh,” illustrated with lantern slides, will be give" 0lt 
Mr. Ernest Thurtell in the Shorditch Town Hal , 
Tuesday, May 2, at S o’clock. The chair will be ta^_ 
by the Mayor of Shoreditch, and admission will be 
Freethinkers should make a special note of the date.

----- . c -ulirf
We are asked to announce that the Metropolitan 

Society will be holding a Dinner at Reggiori’s Rcstao1̂ ,̂ . 
opposite King’s Cross Station, on Sunday, May 7- [,>
tickets will be 5s. each. Application should he 111a1 L 
Mr. C. Unhand, 143 New Bond Street, W.

----- .¡)i(
The South London Branch N.S.S. begins its op0” 

campaign in Brockwell Park to-day (Sunday). At 6 P'^c 
Mr. Corrigan will speak, and the local saints can "
Hie meetings a real success by supporting their own 
form. The meetings will be held each Sunday even
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Holy Year and Indulgences.

f'r is difficult for the Freethinker to um eis a 1 .
Hie religious interpretation of the um\ eise 

°ne year should be more holy than another, a  ̂ ,,
ally that selected years have to he declared holy 
by the Pope

The very fact of certain years, at the end êr . < 
Periods, not always of the same length, being .
a'Hl pronounced holy, should cause t le n' . 
Ionian Catholic, at least, to think ana get on 
°t the truth. The latter being that the rites a 
'"oiiics of his Church constitute a business.

During Holy Year, business is on the gra 
"Tli the advertising department in full swing. ^

That the origin of the Roman Catholic Ho y ‘ 
sliould he somewhat uncertain is not surprising to _ re 
student of ritual and ceremonial origins.
’»S the
Old T 

Wh

name of the Holy Year to be derived from the 
estament “  Jubilee,”  one Catholic writer says: 

Py were the first Christian jubilees kept every 
kindred years, whereas tlie Mosaic Law, prescribed 
°'le to every fifty? There is no answer except, per- 

that there'may have been an intermingling of 
'Peas not unconnected with the Roman htdi scecularcs 
"iiich were kept every hundredth year with great re- 
Jdcings.”  (The Hoiy year, Rev. T . A. Adkins, p. 
P) No student of history expects to be able to tiace 
Y 'T  human in
e-sness cf man ensures the impossibility of our being 
■ yT- to do that; but surely a divinely inspired Church 
s '""Id know when she instituted ceremonies of untold 
;;all,e to the salvation of her children. Not only so, 

iwc should not be any supposed intermingling of 
"istian ideas with those concerning pagan festivals.This

Christian
If

provokes the suggestion that the origin of the 
Holy Year was, after all, entirely human.

So> "lay it not turn out that all the rites, ceremonies, 
aiul other institutions of the Roman Catholic Church 

°f human origin?
1 appears that there is 110 justification for the belief 

the ludi sccculares of the Romans were celebrated
eyer,

- Cck and Roman
°ne hundred years. (Smith’s Dictionary of

...... .antiquities, Art. Ludi; and William
jKg!say’s> Manual of Roman Antiquities, pp. 375- 

More than one original of these games is 
god I  with due testimony to the kindness of the

m 1,0 following account of the institution of the old 
(l0aii‘lu Rames may be taken as indicating that we are 
Vorl 'T  with the same mentality as that which was at 
j o y i n g  to account for the origin of the Christian

*ees.
Of

Toman ludi scecularcs we arc told that Val-

"iira
"ho

laxinnis. “  attributes their institution to the"‘acnl — ’ .......................u-i, , °lls recovery of three children of one Valerius, 
' Tad 1

aiK  ̂ were restored to health by drinking 
caiic,(i","fcr W’armed at a place in the Campus Martins, 
saCjy  Tirentum.”  Valerius, in thankfulness offered 
affair!Ces ail(  ̂ fcst;ive games, which became public

pv>s M D’e end of long periods in Roman history. 
thei; 7  f  Roman Catholic would laugh at the idea of 
the ( ■ 'e.ln£ anything of a divine nature attaching to 
Il0jv yh" of these games. Yet the origin of his own 

Tli y av' s 110 1TlorC satisfactory. 
feCo , Tev. T. A. Adkins says, “  there are no precise 
jiihj] s concerning the dates of the first Christian 

' (P* 5-) Then lie proceeds to say that
Ho;
«no

'am tn 
1 back 
of

catisc seems to indicate that the Holy Year 
to a time prior to 1300. However, near the

Rei1(,_ 129Q rumour liad it that an extraordinary indul- 
Tfct,.y Co"ld he obtained by all who paid a visit to St 
and t(s ‘hiring the following year

straai|gers made their way to
In 1300, Romain 

the Holy Fathers'

church. Then the divine work of making a real 
Roman Catholic institution of the Holy Year was 
made possible. It required some thinking to be done 
bjr the Holy Father, but even that did not prevent 
God being triumphant in the long run.

Among the pilgrims of 1300, “  was an old man, 
aged one hundred and seven, who came from Savoy. 
He was presented to Pope Boniface V III., and told 
him how one hundred years previously liis father had 
brought him to Rome to participate in the special In­
dulgence which could be gained there every hundred 
j’ears, and had recommended him, if God spared his 
life, to return to Rome in the year 1300 to visit St. 
Peter’s and gain the same Indulgence as before.”
(The Holy Year, p. 5.)

This was confirmed by other Italians and two men 
from Beauvais, in France, and, proceeds the Rev. T. 
A. Adkins, “  be that as it may, there can be no doubt 
that the Holy Father discussed the question carefully 
with his cardinals and, in spite of the fact that written 
documents had been vainly searched for, declared, in 
his Bull of February 22, 1300, Antiquorum habet 
fide relatio, that, according to credible reports, liis 
predecessors had granted great indulgences to all who 
would visit the Basilica of St. Peter.”  (Holy Year, 
P- 5-)

In this way the Holy Year was put upon a recog­
nized footing, and Indulgence was granted to all those 
who repented and confessed, and visited the churches 
of St. Peter and St. Paul.

Later, owing to the success of the Holy Year of 
1300, the period for the recurrence of this institution 
was reduced from one hundred years to fifty years, 
with an added condition. That a visit to the Latcran 
Basilica should be made in addition to those paid to St. 
Peter and St. Paul. The alteration resulted in the 
jubilee, or Holy Year, of 1350 being a still greater suc­
cess and, ultimately, the period was reduced to thirty- 
three years, with the stipulation that a visit should be 
made to a fourth church, St. Mary Major’s.

Under Pope Nicholas, a return to the fifty years 
period was made, in 1450, but Pope Paul II. decided 
that twenty-five years should be the permanently fixed 
period and proclaimed 1475 as a Holy Year. Since 
then, in order to shorten the period, Extraordinary 
Jubilees have been introduced; and although 1925 was 
a Jubilee Year, this year (1933) has also been pro­
claimed to be one.

The ceremonial and ritualistic displays of the Holy 
Year need not detain us here. Two important facts 
stand out as indicating that the Holy Year is an 
economic year, and that the Roman Catholic Church 
is more concerned about cash than about “  souls.”

One is the attempt to induce Catholics to wend their 
way to Rome, if not already there, and the insistence 
upon frequent visits being paid to four specially- 
named churches. The other is the use made of In­
dulgences.

E. E okkton Stafford.
(To be concluded.)

EMPTY THRONE.
Let men rise up and shake from off their feet 

The dust of penitential impotence,
Lilt high their heads, and so go forth to meet 

Their destined way, delivered of pretence—
Pretence that other powers than those we know 

Can clear the path or lighten the dark way;
Can give the winter summer’s golden glow 

Or turn the black night into shining day.
Let men erase God’s image from their breasts; 

lie  is not greater than the sum of things;
What virtue is in making Him behests—

This spectral Lord of Lords mul King of Kings.
A.CAV.
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Bradlangii Year Centenary Notes, The Book Shop.

X II .— P arliament, L abour, and S ocialism .

Since the Centenary campaign began there has been 
some attempt to revive the notion that Bradlaugh was 
opposed to Labour. It is regrettable that in so re­
sponsible a quarter as the Encyclopedia Britannica the 
article on Bradlaugh suggests that, towards the end of 
his Parliamentary career, “  it was beginning to be said 
of him that he was in a fair way to become a conserva­
tive.”  There was no justification for this view. It is 
true, however, that Bradlaugh was consistently op­
posed to what has since been called “  direct action ”  
in the political sphere. Writing in the National Re­
former (September 21, 1884), Bradlaugh said : “  I am 
for reform if I may be, and against revolution if I can 
be.”  Again (February 10, 1889) he said : “  All pro­
gressive legislation in this country is necessarily com­
promise. It is not possible to legislate on hard and 
fast lines of principle. A  state of things has grown up 
through generations that can only be gradually 
changed. The expedient lias to be considered in all 
law-making. Legal interpretations of right have be­
come so much a part of our political and general 
system that sudden reversal would be attended often 
with the gravest mischief. Temporary concessions 
have usually to be made on the one side to win con­
sent on the other to a sure step in advance; but no 
compromise is final. Parliament does not bind its 
successor, and the new step serves as a foothold for 
reaching further concession at a later date.”

There could be no more responsible or convincing 
witness to Bradlaugh’s true attitude towards Labour 
than Thomas Burt, one of the earliest of Labour Mem­
bers— he only died a few years ago and was in Parlia­
ment almost to the last as representative of the North­
umberland miners. Writing— on some difference of
view between them on the question of Employers Lia­
bility (National Reformer, January, 1889) Mr. Burt 
says in an “  open letter ”  to its Editor : “ I hold that 
a member’s highest duty is, after thoroughly inform­
ing himself on a subject, to act according to his judg­
ment and conscience. If this should bring him into 
conflict with his constituents they have the remedy in 
their own hands. But they cripple the power and des­
troy the usefulness of their representative if they ask 
him to support opinions and principles which are not 
his own, and to which he may be utterly opposed. 
Your sincerity and conscientiousness are not in dis­
pute. I have never heard them questioned, nor do I 
believe they can be. Neither will anyone who knows 
you doubt your earnest desire to benefit the workmen 
in any action you may take.’ 1

Bradlaugh was not a Socialist, but he was not an 
individualist in the orthodox political sense of that 
word. Such proposals as he made (in 1887) for 
national ownership of the land and for its compulsory 
cultivation anticipated those made by both Liberal 
and Labour policies only a few years ago, the Liberal 
proposals, in particular. The latter were even then 
announced as ‘ ‘ Socialism.”  There are some Social­
ists who denounce every reform as “  capitalistic,”  and 
some Conservatives who denounce the same reforms 
as “ Socialistic.”  Bradlaugh, as Mr. J. M. Robert­
son pointed out, stood “  in a midway position.”  So 
far as the right of the State to secure public interest 
against private exploitation was concerned he was in 
advance of most Liberals of his time. His intense be­
lief in and zeal for liberty is no justification for the 
suggestion that he w'as opposed to what has since been 
called “  social ”  legislation.

For good English that illuminates the subject, R"5 
book, The Queen of the Air, may be taken as an  ̂
lent model. It is a pity, however, that such a 
prose, in his reference to Persephone, should have a  ̂
himself to be entangled with the word sin. This '̂Wj. 
belongs to the voluminous vocabulary of theology> 0 ^  
less talk on improvable assertions, of emanations 
fearful suppositions whose bad effects may be sê n̂ a| 
cases of religious mania and social unhappiness. ‘ •. 
writes, “ Man is so framed that by dint of telliiiff 
he is a fool he believes it, and by dint of telling (  ̂ ( 
himself he makes himself believe it.’’ Transpose 
fool ’’ for sinful and the Christian vile valuation 0 "  ̂
is complete. The Greeks had no taboo on any su £ 
and the word sin, or its equivalent, might have 0 j]f 
coin of currency for the sophists only. Ruskin iua,h ^ 
following otherwise exquisite passage by the word sii

The rule of the first spirit, Demeter, the earth ,110j ll5t 
is over the earth, first, as the origin of all life * '5T|,r of 
from whence we were taken : second 
all things back at last into silence—“ Dust thou st
from whence we were taken : secondly, as the recejf alld 
all things back at last into silence—“ Dust thou 
unto dust shalt thou return.” And, therefore, as 
tender image of this appearing and fading life’ 1 jay$ 
birth and fall of flowers, her daughter Proserpiue 
in the fields of Sicily, and thence is torn away hd° . 0i 
ness, and becomes the Queen of Fate—not mef '¡jot 
death, but of the gloom which closes over and e11 ’ ¡¡ist 
beauty only, but sin; and of sins, chiefly the sin a* t| 
the life she gave : so that she is, in her highest P( 
Persephone, the avenger and purifier of blood"', ^  
voice of thy brother’s blood cries to me out 0 
ground.” ^

I find that I am late in dealing with PerscphenC 
Hades, by Ruth Pittcr (A. Sauriac, Auch, Gers,
1931), but to be up-to-date with everything pttbhs 
even of significance, would give no time for food, ® £_ 
or relaxation. Fortunately, the good is never out 0 ,j,£
This work is a long, disciplinary poem—every lb’0.1* jt, 
a cut from a scimitar, and the authoress has cast 
by its very vitality, much of actual experience— d c ^  
not be photographic for that reason alone. I afld 
extract only to show its quality; it is a compk  ̂
compact indictment of well-meaning or otherwise 1 
makers who had no kind compassionate Gods :—-

“ . . .  A sighing whisper went : Consider Pain’
Now through her bones was thrust a dolorous pa"® 
Made of all agony : whoever lies 
Distempered, and would buy with the world’s W£
One moment’s ease from torment; whoso goes 
Lost in the sands athirst, choked with his toiig"c 1 
Whom priests or princes tear with instruments,
Or the more innocent, more implacable 
Barbarian sports with : he whom lions devour 
Or serpents slay, women with all their pains,
The beaten fatherless, the broken slave,
The overdriven beast, yea and the bird 
That wounded runs into the brake, the hare 
P'ast in the gin, all that can suffer pain,
Even all who find no mercy, groaned in her.
Burning and freezing, starving and athirst,
Spent as from forty years of fiercest toil,
And the whole empire of fell agony 
Having surveyed, hopeless in hell she lay.”

Miss Ruth Ritter brings Persephone out o! ‘ A 
again; the Christian hell is a very thorough affad > ^  
could not be conceived by grown-up human bed r  ̂
neither could it be invested by the scoundrels j0r 
scourges in history with the grandeur of the Greek^ ¡, 
spite and malignancy had choked any attempt 
different virtue-—justice even to one’s enemies.

vealtb

Season’s Interlude. Galleons more numerous
those in the Spanish Armada were majestically

tlif1
¡liSr

f ’
across the blue sky, and the wind through the pme ..,]!• 
birch trees, and gorse bushes, was making a spring p. 
phony. In the distance, purple haze clothed the 
the robe of magic, and the rise and fall of the " ,p

A 1,1 'ried a message to the listener. iisymphony carr Icu u. meaemge cv.» cue iioucnn. ■ *- ^
bird was fluting in the distance and a hundred ^  
front a lark rose with his song to greet the VOfo*A.C.W .
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For three minutes there was a tree anil S' .g
those who value quality instead of quantity, Tbis 
moment in eternity made the mmd cl^lrv.0[w0 minion 
moment in this season has been in the 1 . des-
years a message of earthly hope rather , xr>erienced
1» .  This ™ ,c „ t  and , , « e
5oo B.c. m Greece, and m every pas 3_ ■ £ to the
"here the simple has always received p descended
complex. Like an arrow from a bow ‘ neched casu- 
ab°ut twenty yards in front of the listener, p - swceps,
a%  at the seedless heads of last yeai s e 1 3 o-rassy
and walked with an air of inspection around a grassy 
mound. Hei-

valked with a
]le , .' expected no applause for his performance;
mil i>SIre<̂  110 °ther audience than that of his absent mate, mid lie---

was unaware of the listener who remembered that 
East were fighting over a soya bean or

- unaware
thousands in the E; . ____ 0...... e -
timber, and that thousands of so-called civilized people m 
tlle West were clutching and clawing for seats in buses.

should like to call this paragraph a salutation to the 
■ pring, knowing at the same time that in this reiy 
modern world in which we live the subject is extremely 
ms(. As Scan O’Casey in his play, “  The Shadow of a 
■ unman,” states, “  A man should always be drunk when 
10 is talking politics,”  so one should be half-witted in 
01'der to take newspapers seriously. There will be the 
usual donkey’s melodious call from them at all and any- 

t̂empts to receive with gratitude and joy the return ol
llc sun’s warmth to a sick world, but Carlyle’s advice

t0 do thr«» ............................
thr, th'ee days’ thinking in bed

?e minutes’
can be supplemented by 

enjoyment of a song, the meaning of 
nch we may never know. It is not necessary to know 

r11 truths in "the world nor all stupidities, but one who 
k"ows what he knows, and knows what lie does not 
"'low will never willingly part with the simple things 
U't cost nothing and yet arc priceless.

C-de-B.

A Freethought Classic.

‘UliAT books of Freethought are not many—usually the 
l o t i o n  of the world has been sufficient to stop un- 
rrhodox works of genius from wide appreciation. This 

Renders all the ----- 1* -------------- --------------
f°i"e y, more noteworthy a book which appeared
by Fr', ?,*'? ak°> and has not been sufficiently appreciated 

'Hikers—Sir Edmund Gosse’s Father and Son. 
tan an ]' ,i'le STpat difference in temperament of the puri- 
tion, lc ar^st accounts for the book’s peculiar attrac­
ted-^ ' s .ail*-bor’s complete break with tradition and with 
inany US ll't;as accounts for the attention it has had from 
"Uni., all<̂ As special interest to Freethinkers since its 

kj°7-
''carts 'inkers will find here a book after their very 
" I lii ^ bo co"'d deny the truth of this statement ? 
that , 'c surely the right to protest against the untruth 
form AanSehcal religion, or any religion in a violent 
h",,, "wholesome or valuable or desirable adjunct to 
vain" . . e- It divides heart from heart. It sets up a 
al| ^  ‘ ’""crical ideal, in the barren pursuit of which 
of ]jf L> te"der, indulgent affections, all the genial play 
tlie ’ "" Ike exquisite pleasures and soft resignations of 
elia„ °( .' ’ "U that enlarges and calms the soul are ex- 

ffir what is harsh and void and negative.” 
an 'Voi'ds, indeed, from one who was brought up in 
any rn°sPkere steeped in religion. But they contain, at 

'* c> the answer to those who say that atheism, ag-
k What'n’ b'kdelity, heresy, freethought (let them call 

"Tin ICA w'll) is a negative creed, 
can ]}1.j,e ls>’ ’ says Gosse, “  something liorrihle, if we 
do k ourselves to face it, in the fanaticism that can 
o»rs I,,’!"«' with this pathetic and fugitive existence of 
cliam^ beat it as if it were the uncomfortable ante- 
'vhiC]j 1 *° a palace which no one has explored and of 

bold know absolutely nothing." 
r,i"- j ,'Vords again, and yet who could deny their truth? 
V  'cn<1s. t!' e enemy have never attempted to answer 
k ()iic'|Ucs*:'ons, and they never will. They know that 
s'stenc.‘ ‘key will be involved in such a mass of incon- 
b'eiii, ' s ""d contradictions that no one could extract

a home where religion has the first place. That Sir 
Edmund Gosse outgrew the pitiful darkness and super­
stition of his youth is a testimony to his genius. But 
who can say how many there are who are not outgrowing 
these things ? Who can say how many there are who 
stifle this desire to enquire into things, who think doubt 
the most dreadful sin of all ?

Freethinkers would do well to read the book, and 
ponder tbe problems which it raises. They will be all 
the more ready afterwards to battle for tlieir beliefs, all 
the more delighted to be able to do a little to dispel that 
cloud of superstition which still hangs over the masses 
of the people.*

John Rowland.

* This work was reviewed at some length by the present 
Editor of the Freethinker on its first publication.

Correspondence.

RE PROPOSED ALTERATIONS IN THE N.S.S. 
PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

To the E ditor of the “  F reethinker.”

S ir,— If clericalism were the only source of danger to 
freedom of thought, action and speech, then Miss Moore’s 
and Mr. Green’s proposed alterations to the N.S.S. prin­
ciples and objects might be of value, but Freethought 
has many enemies outside religion and the churches, 
enemies who are wielding colossal power. With such 
men as Mussolini and Hitler dominating nations, with 
such systems as Fascism, proletarian dictatorships and 
Nazi regimes masquerading as progressive movements, 
some of Freethouglit’s deadliest enemies are to be found 
in the political camps.

No Freethinker worthy of the name can be content at 
the present time with opposition to clericalism only : ad­
mittedly that is still vitally necessary, but with this 
rabid lust for dictatorship running almost wild in the 
world, the Freethinker’s activities must be extended 
enormously, not reduced. And yet there is this proposal 
to limit the N.S.S. to a mere anti-religious organization. 
Surely it is anti— all forms of interference with free ex­
pression : its originators clearly understood that in times 
when clericalism was a more conspicuous foe than it is 
to-day.

The proposers of the new scheme show little or no in­
terest in liberty or happiness or peace or self-government, 
they jettison all these points with a nonchalant reference 
to outworn political theory. Does that mean that they 
are in favour of our modern forms of tyranny, and in 
opposition to religious tyranny only ?

While it is possible that our principles and objects 
could be more clearly expressed, and that their re-word- 
ing might result in increased membership, it must be 
borne in mind that it is not necessary to wreck the 
society to do it. And that in my opinion would result 
from the adoption of the proposals in question. We 
should lose our value as an uncompromising opponent of 
all forms of repression, and become a mere god-killing 
organization. In other words we should he emasculated. 
While that might be considered advisable by would-be 
demagogues and dictators, it might easily be suicidal for 
tbe N.S.S.

S. R. A. Ready.

SUNDAY CINEMAS.

S ir,— “ Croaker’s ” comments on the recent Town’s 
Meeting at Wembley regarding Sunday Cinemas reveal 
such a complete misunderstanding of the necessary pro­
cedure to obtain Sunday opening that I must correct his 
errors lest they mislead others among your readers. He 
says he went to the meeting “ to register a vote for or 
against the opening of cinemas on Sunday,”  but that he 
found that he was present at a meeting held “  to discuss 
ajid decide the question of whether or not the electors of
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Wembley should have an opportunity of polling on tbe 
matter.”  He accordingly criticized the tactics of the 
two speakers (the writer and Mr. A. Downing, also a 
member of this Branch) who put forward the Secularist 
point of view, for attacking the “  arguments ’’ used 
against Sunday opening instead of appealing to the meet­
ing to allow the electorate to decide the matter.

All that it is necessary to say to answer his contention 
is that he was right in his first idea about the nature of 
the meeting and wrong in the one he got after attending 
it. It was held to decide whether or not local cinemas 
should be allowed to open on Sundays, and had nothing 
to do with the question of a poll, the latter being a safe­
guard against ‘ ‘ packed ”  meetings (such as Wembley’s 
undoubtedly was); a poll can, however, be demanded by 
a requisition of voters, whichever way the Town’s Meet­
ing decides; and such a requisition signed by over 400 
was promptly available to show that the meeting of about 
300 people was in no way representative. When the poll 
was held on April 12, the decision of the meeting was 
reversed by a majority of only 800 out of some 7,000 votes 
cast, was evidence of how parson-ridden this district is 
compared to others, where overwhelming majorities are 
the almost unbroken rule.

“  Croaker ”  made his comments as a lesson for Free­
thinkers. May I suggest that the real lesson,is that they 
should unite in the one organization that is concerned 
with carrying on a permanent fight with obscurantism 
and intolerance? He really ought to join the handful of 
fellow-Freethinkers who are doing their best in the face 
of local narrow-mindedness on the one hand and apathy 
on the other to see that the Secular viewpoint is not over­
looked. He can count on a warm welcome as a fighting 
member of the Branch.

B. V ictor Mo r r is ,

lion. See., Wembley and District Branch, N.S.S.

SUNDAY LEC TU R E NOTICES, Etc.
LONDON,

INDOOR.

South P lace E thical Societv (Conway Hall, Rê , 0
Square, W.C.i) : ir.o, John A. Hobson, M.A.—“ H’c 
Power.’ ’

Study Circle (N.S.S. Office, 62 Farringdon Street,, ¡rit.
8.0, Monday, May i (last meeting of the Session) 
ualism and Psychology.’’ j

T he Metropolitan Secular Society (City of London 
107 York Road, Camden Road, N.) : 7.0, R. S. W* ’ °
“ Repeal of the Blasphemy Acts.’ ’ g0

Woolwich (“ The Ship,’ ’ Plumstead Common) ■ 
Friday, May 5, Messrs S. Burke and F. Smith.

OUTDOOR.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, 
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, April 30, Mr. L. Ebury. Sou ^  
Park, Hampstead, 8.0, Monday, May 1, Mr- C- p, 
Regents Park (Albert Street) : 8.0, Thursday, May 4> 
Ebury. . . .  6-0.

South L ondon B ranch N.S.S. (Ilrockwell FarM • a)11
Sunday, April 30, Mr. F. P. Corrigan. Cock Pond, C 
Old Town, 8.0, Wednesday, May 3, Mr. F. P. Corrigan- 
ham Junction, 8.0, Friday, May 5, Mr. F. P. Corrigan-

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) :i2-o> fi"1’ g 
April 30, Mr. II. A. I,e Maine. 3.0, Messrs. Bryant am 
Howell-Smith, B.A. 6.30, Messrs. Bryant, Tuson and ^  ||C 
The Freethinker and other Freethought literature f- o(1[. 
obtained during and after the meetings, of Mr. P"nn, 
side the Park in Bayswater Road.

Woolwich (Beresford Square) : S.o, Sunday, W  y 
S. Burke. Thursday, May 4, 8.0, Messrs. S. Burke «nl 
Smith.

[Owing to pressure on space a number of letters are un- 
avoidably held over.—Em]

Society News.

LIVERPOOL BRANCH N.S.S.

The Sixth Annual General Meeting of members was 
held on Sunday, April 9, over fifty per cent of the Branch 
being present. The reports gave a record of a particu­
larly active year; regular and well-attended outdoor meet­
ings during the Summer, greatly increased audiences 
throughout the Winter, several speakers supplied to out­
side organizations (Co-op. Guilds, Labour Party meet­
ings, etc.), and a more extensive development of the 
social side (rambles, social evenings, and, in particular, 
a very successful Annual Dinner).

As is usual, the financial details presented a less at­
tractive aspect, although the Branch had done much on 
a small income, and, while there was a debt not yet 
cleared, it was relatively small.

The following were elected for the forthcoming year : 
President, Mr. J. V. Shortt; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. 
Stafford, Messrs. C. J. Harrison, A. Jackson and W. 
McKelvie : Committee : Mrs. McKclvic, Mrs. Ready, 
Mrs. Shortt, Messrs. H. Little, C. McKelvie, W. Parry 
and C. Thompson; Auditors, Messrs. C. J. Harrison and 
H. Murphy. Mr. S. R. A. Ready, 29 Sycamore Road, 
Waterloo, Liverpool 22, was elected Secretary.

The remainder of the evening was devoted to general 
business—motions for the Annual Conference and pre­
liminary arrangements for the new session’s activities. 
Finally, it was decided to revert to the original name, 
Liverpool Branch, and to drop the (Merseyside), this 
being 110 longer necessary since the formation of a Branch 
in Birkenhead.

S. R. A. Ready,
Secretary.

COUNTRY.

INDOOR.
0 pride

E ast Lancashire R ationalist A ssociation (2° . ,,nil 
Street, Burnley) : 2.30, Mr. Jack Clayton—“ Relig1011 
Sex.” il)0

G lasgow Secular Society (No. 2 Room, City Hall, . tl)
Street) : 6.30, A General Meeting. All members requeF 
attend. >,

Nkwcastlk-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. (Socialist Club, Ar>roP3' 
Pilgrim Street) : 3.0, Members’ meeting. Business : 
ganda. Recent l ’hotos ready.

OUTDOOR.
ge«5*'

Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level) : 3.0, Mr. C- J- 
A Lecture. )ril

Seaiiam H arbour (Church Street) : 7.30, Saturday- 
29, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Sunderland (Lambton -Street) : 7.0, Sunday, Ap 
Mr. J. T. Brighton. .ctr

West Stanley, 7.15, National Psychical Research • 
Spirits and Mediums.”—Mr. J. T. Brighton.

A.ri' *

THE M ETROPOLITAN SECULAR SOCIETY

D I N N E R
SU N D AY, 7 M AY, a t  7 0  p.m.

REGGIORIS RESTAURANT (opp°site 
King’s Cross Station.)

No Tips, “ Dress ’ ’ or Music. Short Speeches b) 
well-known Men and Women until 10.30'

A ll I nterested in  F reethougiit I n v itep-

Tickets, 5s., from lion. Sec., C. W. ITubani), 1 j,1,ii,,r 
Bond -Street, W .i (’Photic Mayfair iScS). Vegc ‘ 

please notify.
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1 GOD AND THE UNIVERSE *
i EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & EINSTEIN j
| BY*

b >-w «-«■ > <#

! FOOTSTEPS of the PAST !

CHAPMAN COHEN
With a Reply by Professor A. S. Eddington

Second Edition,

•f *1*

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Paper 2s Postage 2d.
| Cloth 3s. Postage 3d.

| The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

K -----------• »*

I Materialism Re-stated

i

i**
i

i*
ì
i

i
l*
i
}
4

*
»
I»m
I

j  -  By -  (

j J. M. Wheeler \
j With a Biographical Note by VICTOR B. NEUBURO i
[ j
j Joseph Mazzini Wheeler was not merely a popular- | 
[ izer of scientific studies of religion, he was a real i 
j pioneer in the field of anthropology. His present | 
j work is rich in ascertained facts, but richer still in ? 
I suggestions as to future lines of research. It is a book 1 
• that should be in the hands of all speakers and of j 

students of the natural history of religion. t/

I Price 3b. 6d.

)
228 pages. By post 3s 9d. i»

The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4. »

} By CHAPMAN COHEN.
A clear and concise statement of one of the most ( 
mP°rtant issues in the history of science and I 

philosophy. ;
Cloth Bound, price 2/6. Postage 2 }4d. (

. liiE Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. /
----------------------------------------------------------

_________ ____ ^

The B ible and Prohibition. j

Bi b l e  a n d  b e e r !
B y  G. W . FO O TE

¡THE OTHER SIDE 
I OF DEATH
Î B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

! Cloth Bound THREE SHILLINGS & BIXPENCE
I Postage 2d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Faningdon Street, E.C.4.

<b------------- -------------- ---- ---------------------------- ----.cf
I

Heathen’s Thoughts on Christianity j
BY

U P  A  S A K A

A i  * T
A careful examination of the Relation of the Bible j ( P rice -O N E  SH ILLIN G . Postage— One Penny (

I and Christian opinion to the Drink Question. * ’  --------  " ----- '  — 3— ~ ^

^rice - Twopence. By Post 3d.
I

\
Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. 'j

"------------------------------------------------ 4

i 3*

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. !

K

!

! 220 pages of W it and Wisdom :
i

! the  n a t u r a l  o r ig in  o f  t h e  ! I B IB L E  R O M A N C E S

SUPERNATURAL
j By E. C. SAPHIN

| Wi t h  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .
I Post Free.

5 IliK D oneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4._
i i
} i
i

)
Í
)
)
*

(
i
i
(
!
#*•

By G. W. Foote j
The Bible Romances is an illustration of G. W. j 
Foote at his best. It is profound without being • 
dull, witty without being shallow; and is as j 
indispensable to the Freethinker as u the * 
Bible Handbook, (

Price 2/6 Postage 3d.
Well printed and well bound. )

The Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. \

Ui (c UNWANTED CHILDREN
Freethinker ” for 1 932. ID a oivUl.ed Community there should be no

U N W A N T E D  Ohüdron.

Strongly Bound in Cloth, Gilt 
—  Lettered, with Title-page. —

lce 17s. 6d. Postage lSr

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth 
Control Requisites and Books, send a ij^d. stamp to ;

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.
established nearly hale a century.
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THE
CRUCIFIXION & RESURRECTION 

OF JESUS

B Y

W. A. CAMPBELL.

WITH A PREFACE BY

The Rt. Hon. JOHN M. ROBERTSON.

In his Preface Mr. Robertson says :—

This book “  is worth study by 
plain men who are concerned to 

hold reasonable opinions.”

I 
I
l
l»
I
»
(

)*
)**
I
(
* Cloth 2s.
(
)

t (

II!!
:I

A  DOI'BLE-SIDE EDISON BELL RECORD, j

1 l
Postage 2d. î /

.  T he P ioneer Press, 6i  Farringdon Street, E.C.4. Í

■ The Foundations of Religion j
1
Ì

CHAPMAN COHEN.I
I The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

Paper Ninepence
Postage id.

^ . •*

! THE FOURTH AGE
l
(»
(

By

W IL L IA M  REPTON.

i Price Is.
:  ~ ~ ------------------------------------------------------------  j
I I he Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, F.C.4. 1

|C R E E D  AND CH AR A CTER  j
* The Influence of Religion on Racial Life. r

1 By |
j CHAPM AN COHEN. |
j Price 2d. Postage Id. ¡j

! “ THE MEANING AND VALUE OF j
FREETHOUGHT ”

AN A D D R E S S  BY

C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

Price 2s. By Post carefully packed 2S. 9 *̂

Foreign and Colonial orders is. extra.

.,1

PAGANISM  IN 
CHRISTIAN FESTIVALS I

B Y

J. M. W H E E LE R .

I Clothette Is.
)

Postage l£d.

T he P ioneer P ress, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C-4- J

£ ----------------------- ------------------ ----- ----------

\ THE

| “ Freethinker” Endowment TruJt
I | A Great Scheme for a Great Purpose

r ......................
j

i !
* 

i 
i

Postage I d .  j j

i 
i

! fThe Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
J,, 1̂  » ^ «1 ||~> Bi-Hi I » l|-> * • l|-» l|^

i

The Freethinker Endowment Trust was registered  ̂
the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise t 
sum of not less than ¿8,000, which, by investmen > 
would yield sufficient to cover the estimated annu 
loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethink ‘ 
The Trust is controlled and administered by “ 
Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Fre g 
thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the tern 
of the Trust Deed the Trustees are prohibited ir°'̂  
deriving anything from the Trust in the shape , 
profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the eve? L e 
the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion of 1 
Trustees, rendering the Fund unnecessary, it may D 
brought to an end, and the capital sum handed ov 
to the National Secular Society.

The Trustees set themselves the task of raising 
minimum sum of ¿8,000. This was accomplished 
the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion 
some of the largest subscribers, it has since been r . 
solved to increase the Tust to a round ¿10,000, an 
there is every hope of this being done within a reasoi 
ably short time.

The Trust may be benefited by donations of caslji 
or shares already held, or by bequests. All com*, 
butions will be acknowledged in the columns of tn 
journal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or 
the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. H. Jessop, Hollysb3' > 
Whitkirk, Nr. Deeds. Any further information cot 
cerning the Trust will be supplied on application.

There is no need to say more about the Freethin'tC_ 
itself, than that its invaluable service to the Ere3 
thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by a1 • 
It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought in tn>® 
country, and places its columns, without charge, a 
the service of the Movement.

The address of the Freethinker Endowment TruS 
is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

«
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