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Views and Opinions.

U'Ore Jacks In Offioe.

Yi\fI,ErGIDai‘ked last week that exhibitions of religious
oftry an(j stupid intolerance in the courts nearly
a'V\Qﬁs take place with the lower orders of the
]L&lICIaAJ such as Coroners, petty justices and the
hir% Apart from these we consider that mo judica-
M file world can equal the British one for its
Reeral  gignity and sense of justice. But our
ﬂlfl"«* Ol I'le exceptions received very speedy
rati°ns in several directions. The first case
'if>» ncd at the Warwickshire Police Court where a
W ‘1 witness appeared to give evidence without
Ha VI» a bat. Then uprose a \Ir. Luckworth, the
“ 1 '~date’s clerk, and said “ Haven’t you a hat?”
S AcVer wear one,” replied the woman. Then re-
.. die clerk, “ There can be no evidence without
uliat This was too much for even the magistrate,
offered the foolish compromise that they had
l\%erl take the woman’'s evidence unsworn. This
R.\ml°ne, but what difference there is in evidence
Without a hat and without an oath or with a
‘at and an oath, only the intelligence of this magis-
ate :
N atld hIS. clerk can see.
Ke °w there is no law which says that a woman must
a,a(t’[ a “tat while giving evidence. It is entirely a
hj jei °f custom, and we expect that in one of the
im{]Cr °ourts, while a comment might have been
evi,]' ~e woman would have been allowed to give
y.is(ence in the ordinary way provided she was other-
'IV~/'oeently clad. There is a command in the New
'He a'nent that women should not have their heads
ail] >vered in Church, but a court is not a Church,
silt a. Magistrate or his clerk are not official repre-
afi] a 1Ves °f Cod Almighty. NIr. Luckworth is prob-
q»-u_c%Very good Christian; he thinks the court is a
or it and so applies New Testament rules to it
die May he that well, | see that, according to
;@ lleWspapers of August 24, “ the shortage of
as !NM°dation in mental hospitals is still regarded
Co,ri.°Us-"  Perhaps Warwickshire County Police
Is a case of “ alternative accommodation.”
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Bumble in Power.

The second exhibition of the type of intelligence
that gets harnessed to the administration of the law
in its lower branches occurred in Southend. There
was before the licensing magistrates an application for
an extension of the hours for the sale of liquor for a
midnight supper party to be given to the officers of
the “ Hood ” and the “ Renown ” during Carnival
week. On this the chairman of the magistrates, Mr.
Joseph Francis, remarked, “1 cannot understand why
people want to have supper at midnight. I am
usually in bed at ten o’clock.” Now | do not ex-
pect anyone cares what a friend of mine calls a
twopenny damn—which | expect is the cheapest rate
at which one of these ecclesiastic inflictions can be
bought—whether Mr. Francis goes to bed at ten at
night or ten }n the morning, or stays in bed all day.
As many people are never quite awake when they
are out of bed, the community might be better off if
they remained there sans intermission. But it is
rather a serious thing when some people having,
through the carelessness of whoever is responsible for
their appointment, been given a position of authority,
begin to regard their own personal peculiarities as
rules which ought to be inflicted on the rest of the
community. As many will have noted, this
happens most frequently with questions of Sunday
trading, Sunday entertainments, the issues of licenses,
etc. Questions of religion and morals, which above
all other questions need to be dealt with by men
who have a nice sense of justice, and who are able
to put their own personal opinions and habits quite
aside, are only too often placed in a position where
they confuse their position in some local church or
chapel with their duties as a public functionary. And
unless there is a case for a higher court, and unless
those affected have the means or the inclination to
carry the matter further, these petty tyrants have it
all their own way.

The Unco Guid.

The third example comes from Scotland. In the
Cupar Fife Juvenile Court four boys were charged
with having-committed the heinous offence of stealing
turnips from a field. 1 am not palliating the crime
nor minimising the degree of juvenile depravity indi-
cated by stealing turnips from a field— particularly
when there might have been some good apple trees in
the neighbourhood. But these young criminals were
taken before the Hon. Sheriff Lumsden, who was fully
impressed—as a good Christian should be—at their
having so early commenced a criminal career. .Some
Christian magistrates might have ordered the boys
to be birched, but with profound insight into the
causes of such an unusual offence he traced their con-
duct as due to their not having received a sound re-
ligious education. They probably had never been
compelled to attend Church regularly, above all he
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suspected that they had not said their prayers regu-
larly. For criminality to have developed so early the
lack of religious training is an obvious explanation—
to Sheriff Lumsden.

He rose to the occasion. He came into court with
some typed copies of a prayer written by a late Rec-
tor of the Glasgow High School, which the Rector
read to his boys every morning. It ran thus :—

O God give me clean hands, clean words and clean
thoughts ; help me to stand for the hard right against
the easy wrong; save me from habits that harm;
teach me to work in Thy sight alone as if all the
world saw; forgive me when | am unkind, and help
me to forgive those who are unkind to me; keep
me ready to help others at some cost to myself; and
send me chances to do a little good every day.

The good Sheriff felt that the best way to protect the
turnips of the Cupar Fife farmers would be for the
boys to undertake to read this prayer every day. He
felt, as an agent of a higher power, that if they
would only do this “the chances were” they would
never appear in court again. We presume the boys
promised, and were duly sent away with their daily
prayer. What they would say if they were compelled
to read that prayer every morning would—well, it
would probably be very much what the boys in the
Glasgow High School said when their master read it
to them every morning.

4 «

God and the Sheriff.

Now | do not like that proviso “ the chances were.”
Sheriff Eumsden’s faith in prayer and in God should
be more robust than this qualification implies. Back-
ing God should be a “dead cert” and not merely odds
in his favour. Besides, Christ has said that to those
who have faith all things shall be given, and although
he does not mention turnips as among the things to
be given, it is a reasonable assumption that they
are included. The Sheriff's qualification seems to
doubt the power of God to guard turnips against
boys—or boys against turnips. It is also true, and
the Sheriff may have had this in mind, that very
early in the history of man God had some
trouble with his creatures because he was unable
to guard a garden product—an apple—against a
woman. So it would seem that in Sheriff Eumsden’s
opinion there is no absolute security where God and
boys and turnips are concerned. It is a case of :(—
The Lord God is Omnipotent, he rules this world with ease
He guides the moving planets, he stills the raging seas.

And everything that’s evil must to his judgment yield—
Save boys that go a roaming, all through a turnip field.

*

The Sheriff's faith in the schoolmaster’'s prayer is
very touching. It would be rather cruel to enquire
what actually was the effect of this prayer on the
boys who had to listen to it, and what became of
them in after life. It would also be interesting to
know just what proportion of boys who have been
compelled to say their prayers every morning have
subsequently been brought before the Sheriff or some
other magistrate for judgment. Efficient school-
masters might doubt whether a teaching that led a
boy to be always looking for some outside help to
behave with decency was really the best kind of
ethical instruction to give to youngsters, and also
whether the emphasis placed upon the wrong road
as easy and the right one as hard is a very bracing
moral tonic. | admit that to a Christian it may be
hard to do what is right. He is very fond of talking
about moral restraints and the attractions of a life of
pleasure, because he has had it driven into him that
vice is really pleasurable, and to refrain from doing
what is wrong involves putting a terrible " restraint”
on himself. Perhaps that has something to do with his
endeavours to prevent other people enjoying them-
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1 d <Jllle harmless manner. If lie cannot be
, */y ""?self he seems determined to see that others
I, -r°. e ~suppose that even discomfort is less
— f Icie *re other people in the same state, ad
1« ° °:lr Britans obviously derive pleasure from
°lher people miserable. They call this con
religious fervour.” Others call it sadism

Clean the Courts.

Quite seriously, where do these people, the War
wickshire Police Court Clerk, the Southend Licensing
Magistrate, the Scotch Sheriff come from? Why are
they appointed ? It cannot be for their general 10

telligence. It cannot be for their ability to hold grlg
scales of justice level or because they
fitted to administer the law with com®
sense and dignity, They show none of ~
qualities that should be possessed by any n
or woman who is placed in a position

authority over others. They seem quite unable”
consider the right of other people in the adminis
tion of justice, and they use their power to nia”ejen
law the vehicle for their own personal, and O ~
ignorant, prejudices. | may repeat my question
last week. | wonder what would happen if n_ jO
thinking magistrate took advantage of his posit®Il ™
enquire of any youngster who was brought °e
him whether he had attended Sunday school, W
his parents Christians, and had he been taught to
his prayers? And when he was answered in
affirmative, as he would be in the vast majority
cases, what would the newspapers say if the neg>
trate held that up as an example of the evil i. UM a
of religion, and liberated the boy on condition

he never attended a chapel and never said a P..»
for a whole year? Long ago' that great Atbe |
criminologist Beccaria said it was not seventy
punishment but certainty of detection that
necessary if the law was to be effective. Tha
quite true, but law demands more than that if itjS.
command the respect of intelligent and decent Pc°l .
It must not be brought into contempt in its adnn
tration.

The class of men with whom | have been dea
reminds me of an old story which is said to h
occurred in a mining centre in America. A
was brought before one of the judges and on his
pressing himself pretty freely on the way in wh
the judge was behaving, was fined ten dollars ~
contempt of court. " Here you are, Judge,” said j
man, “ here’s twenty dollars, |1've got more than 1
dollars’ worth of contempt for this court.” | j
der what that man would have said to the trio
Solomons | have been dealing with? Only a mill’'O
aire could have dealt adequately with the situat'O

Chapman CoHfit:

Rondel: In Absence.

Tub skies have lost their pearly sheen
And now are clad in sullen rain;
So in your absence | am fain

To find in Nature aspects mean :

For not a bird awakes to preen
Its downy breast, or sing refrain.

The skies have lost their pearly sheen,
And now are clad in sullen rain;
Where once | saw the whole and clean
| see but now a realm of pain;
Yet sure am | you’ll come again,
Then skies shall find their pearly sheen,
And gloom no more with sullen rain!

J. M. Stuart-YouHs
Onitsha, Nigeria.
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An Atheist at Random.

Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of your
soul.”—Emerson.

We shall never enfranchise the world without touch-
Ing people’s superstitions.”—G. W. Foote.

truth is not to be dallied with.”—Goethe.
T1I election of a congress of Jewish people to meet
,1,934 to consider protection of Jews in view of their
“tieal situation was decided on at Geneva recently.
~ resolution was the outcome of a conference, and
nu™ menti°n was made of the endangering of the
Shs of citizenship and the ousting of Jews from

7 economic life of some European countries.
jR lIs recrudescence of Jew-baiting on the Continent
extraordinary, for it shows, not only that the
d mes °f religious hatred have only been damped
onl"l 1”ut ~NMat mucli of our boasted civilization is
J y,s™n-deep. There are European countries where
pWs may not own real estate. Even in hospitable
ii and there is even a society for the conversion of
fle Jews to Christianity, with an income of over
y thousand pounds yearly. The number of the
ti,;v-ts is so infinitesimal that it has never at any
e raised a single ripple upon the surface of con-
“Porary Judaism. Jews have bitter memories,
U «stianjty has persecuted Jews with constant and
Eﬁg tz‘S mahce f°r twenty centuries; has hounded
om into Ghettos and »fastened upon them igno-
g - names and a noticeable gaberdine, These
butSS 3re *mPerisliable parts of European history,
persecution is not a thing of the past. Jew-bait-
boulll Germany an(f Foinnd are a scandal to civiliza-
Jews, more than any other people, have excel-
dia reasons f°r estimating the true value of Christian
Cs and of Christian hypocrisy. In the Dreyfus
e the poor Captain said pathetically, “ My only
is tHat of being ¥ A Bagly ~hat cry of
@ e Dreyfus is so full of meaning that its import
lu°t be avoided. *“ Sufferance is the badge of all
> tribe,” wrote Shakespeare of the Jews. And it
Sthe Jew conscious of the heavy yoke of centuries,
o the ravishment of his women, who alone can re-

e awful pretence of Christians loving their

\b!‘hle mention of Shakespeare reminds us that the
rigtv(\bsrthen an object of abhorrence in England of
5Cay The Jews were then banished frem this
mﬂtr}b and were not permitted entrance until Crom-
§j , s atJministration, many years after the death of
}e ~Spcare- Where then did Shakespeare find his
Se * ]The figure of Shylock, be it noted, was Sliake-
,re s own special creation. It is quite clear that
th esPeare had never seen a Jew. G. W. Foote,
that "VaS a g(xxl scdolar an<3 a keen critic>contended
of ti Nlakcspeare got sufficient hints from the pages
for o Testament, and this seems very reasonable,
tent’ ° Volume was freely accessible. Foote’s con-
WMj,101 has been upheld by Israel Zangwill and other
jfij e¥> but it has been pointed out that Queen
Bid >eth's court physician, Dr. Lopez, was a Jew,
Jiiz iNaJ Maria Nunez, whose beauty captivated
> “than London, was a Jewess.
10 lese facts do not invalidate Foote's claim, for Dr.
"as ZWas a convert to Christianity, and Maria Nunez
oby- *Je daughter of a Portuguese secret Jew; and,
Foote meant the word “ Jew ” in the
liorje °f one who practised his religion. It must be
ein™ M mJdiJ that Shakespeare’s genius was fully
kOa to the task, for, although he had never met a
pPan of the Classic period, his “ Brutus,”
hot¥ " and “ Coriolanus,’ might have stepped
" so tJle statdy pages of old Plutarch. Shakespeare’s
litt potent art,” which has enriched the world’s
rature with so many types of human nature, was
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fully equipped for the task of painting the portrait of
a Jew.

Shakespeare was unusually outspoken in “ The
Merchant of Venice,” and in none of his plays is his
humanism more in evidence. It wanted some cour-
age to make “ Shylock ” say before a Christian audi-
ence, in the days when the fires of Smithfield still
smouldered, and old women were hunted to death as
“ witches 7 :—

If a Jew wrong a Christian, what is his humility?
—revenge. If a Christian wrong a Jew, what should
his sufferance be by Christian example?—why re-
venge. The villainy you teach me | will execute,
and it shall go hard but | will better the instruc-
tion.”

Note also the humanistic thoughts put into the
lovely mouth of “ Portia,” one of Shakespeare’s
most winsome creations. When Europe was a cock-
pit of religious fanaticism, and all heresy was re-
pressed by torture and death, Shakespeare makes
“ Portia ” say :—

“ Ay, but | fear you speak upon the rack,

Where men enforced do speak anything.”

Think, for a moment, of the effect of that powerful
appeal; “ Hath not a Jew eyes,” to an Elizabethan
audience who had never heard the like before.
Shakespeare’s humanism is like a pure white flame,
which, seen amid the bigotry and bitterness of Eliza-
bethan England, is a beacon to those of a later day,
whose lives are consecrated to the service of their
fellow men.

Britain enjoys a reputation for hospitality, and, in
return, she owes much to the foreigners she has be-
friended. An lIrishman was bragging that in his
country there were few Jews. The Israelite he ad-
dressed, smilingly replied : “ Sure! That's what'’s
the matter with your country.” There’s a moral to
this story but a temperature of ninety in the shade is
not the best time to expound it.

Mimnermus.

Religion gets the Trades Union
Congress.

IVhat the Catholics think about the T.U.C.

The Trades Union Congress is surely the rottenest
body of men to guide the workers that ever got to-
gether and exercised an influence. . . . No wonder
this sort of leadership has brought the unions and
the T.U.C. into decrepitude and disrepute. If trade
unionism cannot co-exist with an employees sports
chib it must be a miserable combination. While it
has power it is narrow, intolerant, bigoted and
tyrannical, and has done its share to create bad trade
and unemployment by its “ rules ” that aim at re-
ducing outputs and getting all it can for as little as
possible.

This is how the Catholic Herald (June 18, 1932)
describes the action of the T.U.C. for circularizing its
affiliated organizations with the object of discouraging-
employees sports clubs and other social amenities,
provided by the employers. Therefore it is surpris-
ing to read in last week’s Industrial News, which is
issued by the T.U.C. for publication in the Press,
that there is to be

High Mass at the Newcastle Congress.
We learn that:—

Congress arrangements at Newecastle include
solemn High Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral with a
special sermon by the Rev. E. Towers, D.D., and a
special service arranged by the Industrial Christian
Fellowship at Newcastle Cathedral, where the
preacher will be the Master of the Temple, Rev,
S. C. Carpenter, B.D.
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Secularists have been aware for many years of the
grave danger to which the Kabour Movement was ex-
posing itself in harbouring the elements of sectarian
strife within its ranks. To-day the necessity for
pointing out the increasing gravity of this situation
is clearer than ever. Secularists realize perhaps more
than any one else that when religious interests per-
meate secular organizations they do so either with the
object of increasing their power at the expense of the
organizations they enter, or for the purpose of dis-
ruption, because they sense in them a possible menace
to their own privileged position. The Industrial
Christian Fellowship (1.C.F.) represents interests
whose purpose is of the first kind, while that of the
Roman Catholic Church is an example of both.

The Church of England has not the same necessity
for untiring activity on its own behalf as has the
Roman Catholic Church. Its maintenance is guaran-
teed by the State and through the ownership of pro-
perty. It can survive, therefore, even if its churches
are half empty. The aim of the Church of England
while this state of affairs lasts tends to resolve itself
less into the propagation of its particular philosophy
and more into justifications as to why it should retain
its privileges at the expense of the tax-payers. This
should be borne in mind by trade union leaders when
the more zealous members of this denomination make
overtures to them.

The Roman Catholic Church, on the other hand,
pursues an aim to dominate the world, and all its
activities are directed to this end. Moreover, it has
an additional stimulus for mote strenuous efforts in
England since it receives as a church no direct State
support.

The object of the I.C.F., a Church Society of which
the Archbishops of Canterbury, York and Wales are
Presidents, is, to quote the leaflet it issues :—

To bring Christianity to bear upon all the social,
industrial, and international problems of the day.
The 1.C.F. holds that no true solution can be found
to the evils and problems which afflict our social life
to-day, except in the application of the principles of
Christ, who should be Ford and Master in every
department of human life.

On January 6, 1926, the Frankfurter Zcitung, a
German paper corresponding to the Manchester
Guardian in England, wrote: —

The Industrial Christian Fellowship . . . has pub-
lished two interesting documents testifying to its
belief in Christianity and calling for the application
of Christian thought in industrial relationships, in
order to attack materialism. The aim is to intro-
duce into politics and political life in general the
spirit of reconciliation when industrial conflicts arise.
Ope of these documents is signed by numerous lead-
ing industrialists, whilst side by side with their
signatures stand the names of 150 leading Labour
politicians including a large number of the most
radical. In addition to MacDonald, Clynes, Hender-
son and Snowden, radicals like Pursell, Lansbury,
Bevin, Cook and Tillett have signed the declaration.
This call for moderation and peaceableness is par-
ticularly interesting in view of the impending in-
dustrial conflicts.

That is to say, a few months before the General
Strike the accredited leaders of the working class in
England were being led by the nose, through the in-
strumentality of the I.C.F., into the camp of its
natural enemies, the industrialists. The result of the
General Strike was a heavy blow to the trade union
movement. Even if we assume that the I.C.F. acts
only from motives of good-will towards everyone,
trade union leaders should be aware that only harm
can come to their movement if they put too much
confidence in these fair-weather friends who have
shown themselves to be unfitted to control the actions
of the industrialists when the necessity arises.
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At the beginning of this century the Roman Ca O
lics in England set themselves the task of wirinni®
great concessions for their schools. They believe®
that by concentrating on the education of clu cre®
they were doing as much as was possible towards
perpetuation of Catholicism. They first had to sectn
the system of Dual Control in education, whereby
State recognizes denominational schools and pays
teachers’ salaries. The Catholics have done tia™
They now seek to obtain the same State aid for 1
repair and building of Roman Catholic schools as
given to the provided schools. They have alwa”™
found in the trade unions and the Labour Party sc°P
enough for the furtherance of their demands. .

On September n, 1912, the following apped(¥d i'l
the Daily Herald :— n

Four years ago a struggle commenced inside ™
ranks of organized labour for the elimination
secular education policy from the Trade Union gd
Labour programme . . . We have observed
pleasure the effect of our agitation upon the Mclgar)]ctille\
Federation, and the altered attitude of the

porkers . . . We have no desire to curtail the pl
of the Labg

Party, but we wish to say that if those aC*Vt|e
mean the unrestricted powers exercised prior to
Osborne judgment then we cannot allow them to P
unchallenged. The secular education policy 1 ~
be excluded from the programme if the moral *
financial support of the Catholic workers is to bc
tained. *

The secular education policy of the Trade Uni(},
was abandoned as a result of the persistent B!
(on behalf of Catholic interests) of Mr- (n°v .0
James Sexton, and of Mr. James O’'Grady. They
not hesitate to threaten to split the Trades y 1l
Movement in an attempt to advance Catholic atari' .

The Labour Party, to which the T.U.C. is affilia
has made concession after concession to sectarian
terests in order to preserve a show of unity and P
gress. We are fold in a leaflet issued by the La'kiv
Party on July 15, 1932, that Keir Hardy in 19|j
found “ in a very short time that even in a sl"'u
party of only thirty men, profound differences
great issues arose. On the question of secular en".t
tion the Roman Catholic member of the party sol,£
and obtained tlje forbearance of his colleagues t°
extent of being allowed to abstain from supporting
general Party decision.” Furthermore, we v
nessed during the life of the recent Labour Gove™
ment the successful stand which Catholics J8
against the Education Bill. Led by the late Mr. JO1
Scurr, a Catholic Labour M.P., a handful of rebe)”
Catholics or dependent on the Catholic vote in tin'l
constituencies, succeeded in causing the Bill tO ..
withdrawn because it contained no provisions for
maintenance of the non-provided schools.

It would be erroneous to assume however that 1*
Roman Catholics have exploited the Trades Un¥®
and the Labour Party only to advance their educatio
policy. For many years the Roman Catholics iV
professed a tender regard for the poor. They 13 .
sent their emissaries into working class organization
to make this known, and to win the approval of t1
workers for their religion. But the teaching of 1
Pope is at variance with the principles of trade UfliP'l
ism.. Whereas trade unionists recognize the need 10
resisting the demands which the employers would P’
upon them', the Pope begs the rich to be chard*'l!Ie
and instructs the poor to endure their privations widj
patience. In his recent Encyclical Rebellion rig3"5
God, he says :—

Ami let the poor, and all those who at this th-
are facing the hard trial of unemployment 1"~
scarcity of food, let them in a like spirit of pemFIC_
suffer with greater resignation the privations 111
posed upon them by these hard times and the St3L



of society, which divine Providence in its inscrut-

able but ever-loving plan lias assigned them.

Fortunately the wicked poor have not yet learned
e virtue of resignation. They do sometimes rebel
against the hardships imposed upon them. On such
occasions, the representatives of God manifest that
tiUe spirit of charity for which the Pope appeals.
during the Dublin transport-workers strike in i9i3>
JIjI after they had endured seven weeks of slow star-
Vat'°n, some English workers displayed their solid-
Iy Fy offering good homes to a number of Dublin
Jldren. Although the offer was gladly accepted by
'f strikers, the plans were frustrated by the Catholic
Priests, who engaged in an unseemly brawl to prevent
Lle children from being put on board ship.
t' Hither ;—

Some women went to the Palace of the Archbishop
and said they were sent from Liberty Hall for then
dinners . . .'The Archbishop’s secretary told the
V\%ﬂ that there was nothing for them or the
thitdren of the workers on strike or lockout, that
thery \vas going to be a collection made in, all the

birches on Sunday ... to buy clothes for poor
th  .n’ but those belonging to workers involved in

. dispute were not to receive any such benefit,

oinpare From a Victorian to a Modern, by D. B.
~ntefiore, p. iys)

KHihb « flresent time, the Catholics are forming
Hjj s lllside the unions, notably in the transport
tie S ™hich may at some future date prove to be
~Neous of split-away denominational unions
Gttv-11 *° those in existence on the continent. In
§) s"auy. for instance, the Christian trade unions are
Ges 0OIIS as to form a permanent menace to working
8’,'8 fqi°n— In the National Union of Railwaymen,
ewaﬂ Utese guilds to which we have referred actually
adde .ates its own newspaper The 'Raphaelite. In
QL 1>Catholic newspapers are constantly pointing
lir.  le lleed for Catholic trade unionists to attend
",i/"b meetings to “ influence the policy of the
anl "1SIn fbe right direction.” We secularists knowT
for 00 well what this influence means. It is there-
in °. y with the greatest perturbation that secular-
les regard these arrangements which the T.U.C.
,.,-ade for religious services in Newcastle. They
it i- ,N#éb be pardoned for their curiosity as to how
N'm’ 'at NMe f'-U.C. in some twenty-five years has
ti'a(J("e”™ *1e undoing of the good work of the pioneer
0  Unionists who advanced so strongly the cause
t~nlarism. But the more important question for
Ruin 1S’ ~bat are the present-day trade unionists
.5 do about it? For if they do nothing at all
Secularists can assure them from the basis of our
tly exPerience of the churches’ influence that
= s little else to prevent the convulsions from
*hich gic trade union movement seems doomed to
beiu VC su™ esf that the most practical way for
ini- ' *° blke, since the damage is done and religious
Hll CSts arc all'eady firmly entrenched, is to make the
f'ni"S strictly secl,lar- This means that the Trade
not 3 Congress and its constituent bodies should
kithJ bw themselves to he associated in any manner
religious bodies or religious activities.
G. F. Green.

o,

POMPOSITY.

lor a . n°f like the pompous man; T do not wish him
lie ciinlic" b ; lie’s built on such a gorgeous plan, that
Spi-1  °uly condescend; and when he bows, his neck is
hjs Q' >he walks as if he owned the earth—as though
vort]CS* 81b shirt contained all that there is of sterling
ban-  "yVith sacred joy | sec him tread, upon a stray
trail ' 1 r'nd, and slide a furlong on his head and leave a

lie' * Sm°be behind.—1valt Mason.
0 that sceketh wisedome is his owne freend.

Hugh Rhodes (1550).

The Shrouded Land of Asia.

The leading nations of to-day are largely and in-
creasingly dependent upon each other. Yet, despite
this marked interdependence a national and sectarian
spirit dominates the most cosmopolitan countries.
For the doctrine of self-determination inflames not
only the Irish, the Catalonians in Spain and the
Flemings in Belgium, a country not twice the area of
Yorkshire, but it prevails extensively in Africa,
India, and Southern and Central America.

Tibet is probably the most secluded State in the
world to-day. Various factors are contributory to
this striking isolation. The philosophical historian
Buckle long since contended that the physical condi-
tions of a country exercise a potent influence upon
the religious and social opinions of the people. Be
this as it may, we encounter in the almost inacces-
sible highlands of Asia a virtually hidden land.

The physiography of Tibet is noteworthy. The
land is separated from the Chinese lowlands and
valleys by gigantic mountain barriers and the deep
gorges of great streams. To the south and west the
vast ranges of the Himalaya mountains separate Tibet
from Hindostan, while in the north, a bleak and
barren region—the Great Plateau— extending more
than a thousand miles in length, and several hun-
dreds in breadth, discourages the entrance of races
from more genial climes.

The brooding and melancholy psychology of
ancient Asia persists in Tibet. Throughout the cen-
turies, all those wanderings and settlements of
peoples so productive of change in neighbouring
regions have left Tibet untouched. To the most ad-
venturous travellers and explorers the land of the
Lamas was, until recently, a terra incognita. Even
Marco Polo, with all his far wanderings through the
great Eastern continent, never entered Tibet.

Situated many degrees to the north of the equator
and ascending from ten to twenty thousand feet
above the level of the sea, the country, despite the
scotching rays of the sun during the brief summer
season, remains intensely cold. Even in the warmer
season the temperature at night is extremely low.
Piercing winds prevail throughout the greater part of
the year. The bountiful monsoon rains of India
seldom or never extend to the north of the Hima-
layas, and in consequence, Tibet remains a region of
arid and almost arctic conditions. The annual rain-
fall rarely exceeds ten inches, and in some seasons
there is no precipitation cither of rain or snow for
six months together. The air is both cold and clear,
and as free from moisture as the air of the Sahara
or Arabian deserts.

Tibet is a large tract of country. Indeed, it is
about half the area of the European continent. In
addition to its harsh climate Tibet is handicapped by
a largely unproductive soil. Sir Charles Bell, who
speaks from first hand knowledge, tells us in his re-
cently published volume on Tibet that it is “ a land
of peasants, traders, brigands, beggars, but, most of
all, a land of nomads driving their flocks and herds
from one scanty pasturage to another.”

Long isolated on their alpine heights, the Tibet-
ans constitute a relatively pure strain. Foreign in-
fluences having long been so slight, little racial ad-
mixture was possible. Yet, within the country itself,
the many mountain barriers; distinct differences ill
elevation, temperature, moisture and other phen-
omena have led to the evolution of minor native
types. The results of segregation are also manifested
in the spoken language for the dialects vary widely,
though the written language is ever the same.

Nomadic conditions have for ages persisted in this
stagnant region. On the plains and lesser hills,
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flocks and herds of sheep, goats, yaks and other
domesticated mammals are tended by the Tibetan
shepherd and his inseparable companion, the dog.
Meat and milk are fairly abundant. Grain foods and
succulent roots such as turnips are comparative lux-
uries. Green vegetables are practically unprocurable.
Pastoral conditions have permitted little progress in
the higher agricultural arts.

What we regard as civilization in Europe is un-
known in Tibet, where for all practical purposes, the
people remain mere children of Nature—a backward
community, and therefore religion plays a prominent
part in the peoples’ lives. A combination of
rude cultivator and herdsman, the native intel-
ligence is strongly swayed by the imposing character
of its surroundings. The enormous currents, the
majestic and awe-inspiring mountains, and the soli-
tude of the trackless desert sustain, and seem to in-
tensify a sense of human dependence upon the spirits
of the dead.

Tibet is a land of monasteries and pilgrimages. It
has been computed that the monks number nearly a
fourth of the population. A single monastery may
contain 10,000 inmates. The monks are supposed
to lead lives of abstinence and celibacy, but they
frequently display sad signs of human infirmity.

The Grand Lama exercises both temporal and
spiritual authority, and he is regarded as a reincarna-
tion of Buddha. When a Lama dies, a child is chosen
to succeed him, and a Regent is appointed to govern
the State until the infant Lama attains his majority
at the age of eighteen.

The religious pilgrimages are sometimes associ-
ated with the great fairs of Tibet. For the people
are keen traders and their wares are conveyed in
caravans drawn by camels, yaks, and sheep to all
parts of the land. Some of the pious pilgrimages are
penitential. Others are quite comfortably conducted.
The imposing processions to the Sacred City of Lhasa,
the seat of the Grand Lama, serve to magnify his
importance as well as to replenish his treasury.

Brigandage is viewed by religious Tibetans as a
very venial sin if, indeed, it be a sin at all.
Some of the Tibetan tribes engage in legiti-
mate commerce for a reason abroad, and then devote
their energies to robbery in their native land. Nor is
this practice of organized plunder restricted to the
laity. Buddhist or Lamist monks also participate
in such marauding expeditions. Bell states that:
“ The large monastery in Cha-trin in south eastern
Tibet had on its roll many monks who did so, and not
once or twice but habitually. And when | was in
Lhasa in 1920,” he proceeds, " the Dalai Lama and
others told me of a Mongol priest who had collected
a band of adventurous spirits in the Mongol-Tibetan
borderland and was looting all who passed through.
' Mongols,” as the Dalai Lama told me, ‘ are now
hardly able to come to Lhasa by the overland routes,
and this causes me loss because the Mongols have
great faith in me.” In fact, the offerings of devout
Mongols bring welcome increase to the Lama’s
revenues.”

Contemptuous disregard for the rights of property
and deep religious devotion reign together in the same
breast. For this priestly plunderer most anxiously
aspired to visit the Holy City in order to bow down
in worship before the Lama, whose pilgrims he had
been fleecing. And it was agreed that if the maraud-
ing monk limited his retinue to reasonable numbers
that the Lama and his Ministers would be willing to
receive him. The brigand’s piety and offerings ap-
parently condoned his ethical failings.

Where the Christian cult has lamentably failed in
preserving peace among the nations, it is claimed that
Buddhism has sometimes succeeded. This seems
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true of libet, although we cannot ignore other con-
tributory causes. The Tibetan is undoubtedly op-
posed to that legalized murder which is glorified under
the name of war. It is noteworthy that the humani-
tarian appeal for permanent peace is commonly re-
ceived with an indulgent smile. The proposal is e*-
cellent, but why ask for the impossible? “ And yeti
writes Sir Charles Bell, “ the impossible happened in
Tibet, as the influence of Buddhism grew there.
Previously they had organized war, raiding and con-
qguering China, Turkestan, India and Burma. Then
it ceased. It was the new religion that made 1.
change of heart, that brought the new peace. filK'
dliism forbids the taking of life, and the Tibetans be-
lieve in their religion.”

Buddhism superseded Shamanism in Tibet. Magical
practices and the worship and appeasement of ances
tral ghosts were leading features of this early culie
And despite its Buddhistic veneer, ancestor worsml
remains the real religion of the masses, both in Chi*13
and libet. Still, the ethical teachings of Gautami
play a part in shaping public sentiment. With °lr
selves, warfare will only come to an end when tre
entire community is fully persuaded of its

futility, wickedness and waste.
T. F. PuVeR-

The Lord Made AIll Things-

Aix things bright and beautiful,
All things great and small,

All things foul and horrible,
The same Lord made them all.

Each little flower that opens

May hide a wasp that stings;
Each litle bird that wakens

Doth fear the hawk’s spread wings-

The rich man dies from cancer,
The poor man from T.Ti.

For both the only answer <e
Is worm in cemet'ry.

From purple-headed mountain
Volcano may erupt;

From sea may spout a fountain
Which ship destroys abrupt.

The blizzard in the winter
And drought from summer’s sun,
Bright fruit in pois’nous cluster,—
He made them ev'ry one;

Decay’'d trees in the greenwood
May children kill at play;
The rushes and the brushwood
May hide sly beasts of prey.

For us are sent the tape-worm,
Microbe, bacteria ;

For all there waits the foul germ
Of “ grippe,” pneumonia.

He for us too did beasts make
To prey on us who pray ;

The tiger, crocodile, and snake,
Shark, octopus and ray.

Other “ Acts of God ” are these—
Catastrophies : fire, war,

With famine, pestilences,
And tempests, floods galore.

Some lie gives eyes to blind them;
Some lips that cannot tell.

How can He be all-loving
Who doth both ill and well ?

Truth, innocence, and beauty
Some foul thing doth annoy,

And ‘’tis our foremost duty
Such foul things to destroy.

E. WAi>



S eptember 4, 1932
Acid Drops.

just Ue Irreverent critic of Government expenditure lias
ofpstested that a saving might be made if the House
"» rives and the Senate and the Government
tj 11 economise in the matter of prayer. In America
J4 Payers are not only said at the Government ex-
DT Jjf they are also printed out of public funds,
to JUL*lc I'as worked the cost and finds that it amounts
witorslit *\C ~°~ars a word. This is very highly paid
WH > all the results do not argue that it is money
And Sen* At least it should be payment by results,
p.1 1M that case the praying should be competitive.
shounPaliatlS’ Presbyterians, Jews, Methodists, etc.,
thi cacb have a month or so praying for specific
most'8 alU™MMc one should be appointed whose work is
made ?roductive- If this were done, and a charge
thcw or P'e general public to watch the competition,
w , “temoney,” it might well happen that the takings
¢ Pay the parson’s salaries.

ar8f CHrse>we have our chaplains, who are also paid,
be w0 daily offer up prayers that our legislators may
i» cldowed with wisdom and justice. The prayers
the*”~la* it 's doubtful if they are so endowed before
and ?ra7els are said, although the amount of wisdom
al f tiCe man'fested after the prayers will be clear to
ex * study the parliamentary reports. But we cannot
j» jty that any of our “ reformers ” would ever move
m ’'e House of Commons that the prayers and the pay-
daii chaplains should be dispensed with, any more
fron t'ey will move for the withholding of State pay
the <t IC number of other parsons who are paid by
n, .’°vcrnment. Certainly none of them would risk
the a res®lution on that every place of worship in
b,:;, country should be taxed exactly as other public
the (In”S are taxed. That would bring them up against
few ' CSted rcbgious interests in the country, and very,
hav @' °ur social or political reformers out of Parliament
j( e the courage to brave this. And inside the House
far"0*'1 16 an end to any kind of post or payment, so

as the Government—any Government is concerned.

thfUebjah! The big revival is coming! We have
chic- the authority of General Higgins, the head
atn of the Blood-aud-Fire tribe of Christians. He

anti®™ carefully explains that the kind of revival he
licrj(‘hates is “ a deepening or ardour throughout the re-
fres?Us communities, producing in its turn [perhaps!] a
|,as j response from the outside world.” It appears he
"s Hen wandering about in various parts of the world,
31§ ,1SHIfl ” the changing currents of the religious world,
Wherever lie went he found * unmistakable
appOnCe  a return to religion.” His 'evidence”
croears to group into two parts. First, there were large
s came to hear him preach. Well, there is nothing
kable about that. There are still large numbers of
io'is about in different parts of the world, and they

ti, al'Vays anxious to experience a new excitement in
Po religious line. The second part of his evidence ap-
(,Ifis more in the nature of a pious hope or wish-
s, 1"lcut, one might call it. Many of the ungodly are
ailV/~Scd to have become disgusted with pleasure-seeking
"1 1 ®etnPtiness of their lives, and so are alleged to be
W ° e,sewliere ior the peace and happiness they
See .bailed to find.” This latter piece of “ evidence”
rather travel-worn; it has been dragged about by

J Sols and evangelists at regular intervals for very

anl' years.

Pc doesn't mean by “ revival ” quite what it

t - ally has meant—screaming, mad frenzy and many
(P.cSUcS- It is “ the birth of a new interest ” and “ f
tizsnirg of ardour throughout thc religious communi
Has.’ “ General ” Higgins only mentions the Blessed
,-;°'<r once in passing, so to speak, a most lamentable
. What we want to see is how the educated
ﬁ%§§e"> that is, the better fed, the better housed and
Ai r° intelligent classes of thc community would receive
O Glorious Message if it meant believing in the ortho-

THE FREETHINKER

557

dox Hell, the Devil, the absurd miracles of Jesus and
some of thc sillier ethics of the New Testament which
nobody ever follows, and most Christians explain away
directly their attention is called to them. Far from
a revival being on the way, we confidently claim re-
ligion is now definitely on the wane.

We have no wish to belittle the building of Buck fast
Abbey by priests and monks, but the ceremonies in con-
nexion with its “ consecration ” have again been accom-
panied by the usual grovelling in the mud by priests,
nuns, and laymen in front of the Papal Legate, Cardinal
Bourne. These high-sounding names do not hide the
terrible strangle-hold the rank and file Roman Catho-
lics have to submit to—no doubt they like it—at the
hands of the “ heads ” of the Church. But can anybody
contemplate this ignoble prostration of thousands of
human beings before another human being with anything
but sadness and pity? And man is the paragon of
animals!

Is it quite certain the Abbey was really built by the
monks ? An architect is admitted. And we have some
recollection of having read that the stones were all cut
and shaped by ordinaiy stonemasons.

The Oxford University Press, advertising a new
hymn book says that “ the Victorian hymn books with
their atmosphere of second-rate gloom are estranging
young people.” Messrs. Clowes, publishers of Hymns
Ancient and Modern, object to this. At any rate thc
Oxford University Press does not despise the uses of
advertising and its jargon, for, in the leaflet boosting
their new hymn book, they say that “ a thrilling future
of renewal is before those parishes that swim into the
modern era with the hymns of to-day.” This is hardly
up to the high-brow standard of the O.U.P.; but, of
course, hymn-book selling is not what it was.

A correspondent sends ns a phonetic reproduction of
the first words of the Exhortation at Morning Prayer as
they sounded gabbled by a curate chasing through that
service before “ High Mass ” in an Anglican Church.

“ Derbluvrethescripmovtimsundplacsctknawgesndfesour-
mnfodsnsndwicness,” etc. There are 170 words in the
Exhortation and they were “ said ” in less than sixty
seconds. “ Divine worship!”

The organ of the World's Evangelical Alliance,
(August) has an article by the Rev. Dr. Gillie, in which
that gentleman deals with the new Sunday law. lie
actually protests against thc Archbishop of Canterbury’s
(dbubtless expedient) dictum that “ he (His Grace)
had no wish to interfere with people’s preferences as to
the use of Sunday.” Dr. Gillie says we must not—he
knows they cannot—* compel people to come to church,”
but we ought to ask (i.c., of Parliament) " for the pro-
tection of religious opportunity.” This is as cheeky as
it is candid. What arc thc existing Lord’s Day Observ-
ance Acts if they arc not protection “ for religious op-
portunity” ? Not only do they protect it, but they aid
it in interfering with the legitimate rights of the com-
munity.

@

It will come as an unpleasant shock to sonic com-
plaisant people that a Sunday concert in 1932 has been
banned under the Defence of the Realm Act. This hap-
pened at Folkestone last week when a well-known con-
cert party was to have appeared at the Leas Pavilion.
A police inspector informed the manager that under
D.O.R.A. no dancing could be allowed on .Sunday, and
it was agreed that the dancing could be deleted from thc
programme. When it was further sought to ban
sketches, the engagement had to be abandoned. The
powers of the Police under D.O.R.A. are supposed to
have ended long since; but the war-time baby of official
interference and pious restriction has grown into a
brazen young female who is still showing oil fourteen
years after the cessation of hostilities, and notwithstand-
ing explicit pledges by post-war Governments to put an
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end to her performances. If only there was a little more
backbone in the entertainment and film industries, the
cause of a rational Sunday would not suffer so many
reverses.

We hear much nowadays of the so-called * social ”
services of the churches. These are highly organized and
efficiently advertised, nowhere more than in the United
States of America. Recently Professor Niles Carpenter,
of the University of Buffalo, investigated 250 unhappy
marriages among religious people. He found that ill not
one single case did their clergyman, minister, or church
help them in the slightest degree to solve their diffi-
culties. Such work does not, of course, bring in any
dividend, and requires a degree of knowledge and tolera-
tion rarely found in churches. In the millionaire-blessed
Christian States of the American Republic there is one
divorce in every seven marriages. Such work as is
being done to pour oil of knowledge on the troubled
waters of matrimony in the United States is being done,
by advanced men and women who are inspired by larger
ideals than most of the churches have room for.

A Christian gentleman the other day got four months
hard labour for illtreating a poor little mite not two
years old—the magistrates declaring the case to be one
of the worst they had ever dealt with. The baby was
cruelly bruised and beaten by the aforesaid Christian,
who, though only twenty-one, was out of work and who
got married on the dole. We emphasize his Christianity
because a Salvation Army officer came forward “ to say
something about his spiritual improvement.” The
magistrates refused to hear the glad tidings, but we are
left wondering whether this was because the convert
did not show quite the improvement he ought to have
done as a genuine Christian or because they thought that
the Salvation Army officer was not telling the truth.

Mr. Jack Lawson, in his autobiography, A Man's Life,
declares that:—

The most powerful forces for the mental and moral
elevation of the workers during the industrial era has
been this contemptuously called “ Little Bethel.” . . .
If Britain holds a comparatively advanced position in
ber social movements to-day it is largely because the
eighteenth-century Methodist Revival saturated the in-
dustrial masses with a passion for a better life, personal,
moral, mental, and social . . . The chapel was their first
social centre. Here it was they drew together, found
strength in their weakness and expressed to each other
their hidden thoughts and needs. The Chapel gave
them their first music, their first literature and philo-
sophy, to meet the harsh life and cruel impact of the
crude materialistic age.  Here men first found the
language and art to express their antagonism to grim
conditions and injustice.

This is one of those myths which Methodists believe
to be true because they are told it is true. Quite pos-
sibly the philosophy that the earth is a vale of human
tears, that this world is a school for character, and that
the trouble and trials and hardships of life are sent to
prepare one for a better life in another world—this might
prepare men to meet the harshness of life as they found
it in the industrial age. But such a philosophy was
hardly calculated to arouse men to revolt against “ grim
conditions and injustice.” Indeed, the Christian in-
dustrialists did not fail to appreciate that Chapel piety
was an excellent thing for keeping their “ hands ” in
order. It also served the purpose of keeping the minds
of the workers occupied, instead of being free to plan
what the industrialists would have called “ mischief.”

Some people are hard to convince that the Churches
really do oppose progressive ideas. Yet the evidence is
plain enough. Listen to the Methodist Recorder of re-
cent date :—

Men and women are seeking a greater freedom, and
some now openly challenge the Christian code of morals,
on the ground of its rigidity and unsuitability to modern
conditions . . . The use of money, Sunday observance,
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the marriage laws, the relation of the sexes, propriety iu

dress, come instantly to mind as indication of nora

change and decadence.
I he human demand for greater freedom, the human IC
hellion against the artificial laws, conventions and re-
strictions manufactured by Christian priests is regarded
as a sign of moral decadence, and therefore something
to be strenuously opposed. The Churches’ aim is to bold
the human intelligence in a prison of prc-civilized am

pre-scientific philosophy.

Bishop Barnes is reported as saying that :—

.. . Not only in this country but throughout \Aeste™
civilization an atmosphere has been created™ in
Church teaching seems neither true nor useful.
atmosphere permeates such centres of culture as
universities of Europe and America. It derives y!'e
from a feeling that in the churches intellectual e

petence is associated with spiritual insincerity.

This was said in explanation of the Church’s loss of
herents and of prestige. =~ We presume the best re?l
for this state of affairs is that of discharging Chris
poison-gas (modernist brand) into the present Freetn
iug “ atmosphere,” so that the fantastic speculilt,0Oly
the distorted notions of human nature, and the inspy™"™
untruths of the Christian faith will seem both true
useful. What seems evident from the Bishop’s sufflil1/
up of the situation is that Freetliouglit propaganda of
last two decades has largely succeeded in achieving
primary, or preliminary, purpose. Christian weeds h
been uprooted, but there still remains to be done
work of sowing the Freethought seed in the weeded $°

N

The religious teetotal fanatics have never been aDICt0
explain away the incitements to drink in the New &/~ r_
ment. The water which Jesus turned into wine is S ,
ally turned by them into “ unfermented ” grape 3
but nobody, reading the official record of the Cana
cident without bias, would agree with that for a jnonw
A correspondent in one of our dailies has, howeverj
covered the following :— f

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging : whoSOev
is deceived thereby is not wise.—Proverbs xx. i-
Woe unto the man that giveth his neighbour s
drink.—Habakkuk 11. 15. j
Now therefore | pray thee beware and drink not *
nor strong drink.—Judges xiv. 4.
It will be seen these texts arc from the Old Testamc,Lj
but what we would like to sec is some strong connm.
from “ Our Lord ” against drink. Will some genil
follower please oblige?

To a Methodist paper a reader writes :—

Regarding the criticism of Dr. Dale that the Metbo/f
Revival did not produce any ethical originality, 1. ¥)
recently read that, on his conversion, Thomas On
walked from Shrewsbury to Whitchurcl (appro*- L
miles) to pay a man 6d. The criticism scarcely
valid in this case, at any rate.

Maybe the debtor merely wanted an excuse for a V1

away from his work! Bul,in.aqy case, wq presume te
lethical originality ” In his case was that he pain
debt hoping thereby to save his soul from Hell, y011

how or other, there seems nothing particularly origil
about it, for plenty of Christians did similar deeds f°rd
similar lofty motive, long before the Methodist RevW

.Sir Arnold Wilson headed a letter to the Times, 1A
Englishman’s Religion.” lie claims England IS *
Christian country and even the Church Times waxes ™ .
castic and points out, “ It is nothing of the kind. ~
rapidly becoming a pagan country,” and adds,
distressing to find there is still a curious belief that
has devised a particular religion for God’s Englishmen’
But then who is to blame for people like Sir Arnoh
Surely this gentleman’s extraordinary ideas about ,c
ligion and Christianity come directly from people u
those who subscribe to the Church Times? And, in all-
case, are these ideas really sillier than most of ti>osc
held by the Anglo-Catholics generally ?

“
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

S thanks for calling attention to the over-
ly jj " ~ "™ remember it for the future.
IMiiSs and W. Wearing—Crowded out of this issue.
IaI}%,aPPear next week.

u JSIcethinker ” is supplied to the trade on sale or
nzJ"* in securing copies should be at once
rzZT:d* «* 0%ce!
Str,M,dar Society, Limited Office is at 62 Farringdon
the V.1, .London, E.C.4.

d. aH°nal Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon

Le%’Sl C}>O ™c E ’tor of the “ Freethinker” should be
When @/& Farringdon Street, London, E.C4.

nexi 10 scrvtes °f the National Secular Society in con-
mu -1 ™Eh Secular Burial Services are required, all com-

hoqu nS shouts he addressed to the Secretary, R. H.
Friend * ~vNS as tong notice as possible,

by SWl.° send us newspapers would enhance the favour
N in g the passages to which they wish us to call

Ord.
o/i; ~°r.Mocuture should be sent to the Business Manager
Ie Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,

itor
*ﬂf E‘?g |II1 be forwarded direct from the pub-
One°fl'lce °t the following rates (Home and Abroad]

dil ri °Car 15/': half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.
" 7,Iciues and Postal Orders should be made payable to
le Pioneer Press,” and crossed “ Midland Bank, Ltd.,

Lcctu@Wd.1 llranch.”
i»a C n°tices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,

inserted *** flrH pOst on Tuesday, or they will not be

Sugar Plums.

D reader asks us how he is to proceed if he wishes to
W cJ affirmation in a court. For the benefit of others
if she the information here. The right to affirm is

"nder the Oaths Amendment Act of 1888. All that
is done is to express the wish to affirm. The Court
Titled to ask, “ on what grounds,” and that only,
Llimply should be either * on the ground of having no
licfi=AAB kdHef,” or “ It is contrary to my religious be-
wes  If any further questioning is attempted the wit-
inaSs*°uld respectfully decline to give any further infor-
ein‘Oll- The form of affirmation is, “ I, A. B., do sol-
V '->sincerely, and truly declare and affirm ”—the
gjii.s °f the Oath should then be followed, with the

Nation of “ God ” or other religious terms.

frill alswer to an enquiry in last week’s issue fol-
ly 1 information concerning the inscription on the
t0,.) David Hume, a correspondent advises writing
die o fWh Clerk, Edinburgh, the Municipality being
local Wst°dian of the old graveyards. An enquiry by a
the pa% would be futile without cogent reasons for
4 ,Sek'nE and even then no information may be avail-
diit ~ rePly. ™ received, would likely be to the cflcct
1", a Miss Hume, owner of the Tomb by inheritance,
désj a right to put thereon any religious inscription she
Tli red wllen she herself came to be buried within.
IV Wnrfer is that she was buried where lies the
thyHker, who shut upon thousands of human beings
Pertals of heaven.

ha('e new Woolwich Branch of the N.S.S. has been

fl,n]Llr some very successful open-air meetings, and a

WnJll Propagandist move has been made by taking a

of jj°'v °f a bookshop at 29 Eton Road for the display

tpij JCcthought literature.  \Ve hope that local Frcc-

fi. Crs Will pay the place a visit and induce their
e,Uls to do likewise.

,'le Rev. p, p. Campbell, addressing the Braintree
cl).nrials Raid that * Jesus was full of good humour and
greetings to his boys.” In an apt comment a

Cal freethinker, Mr. Barnard of Black Notley asks Mr.
nPbell (in the Essex Chronicle) “ where in the Gos-
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pels ” this can be found? He adds that the only thing
that might convey a very super-subtle humour is Christ’s
references to a “ problem that perplexes us all,” i.c.,
matrimonial troubles. (Matt. xix. 8-12))

In the same issue of the Week-End Review (August
6) are two good examples pf the prudery and “ justice ”
of some Police Court magistrates. (1) Yarmouth, (a)
Man charged with selling bread under weight, and
having a previous conviction for the same offence, fined
10s.. (b) Man—an officer—charged with diving from a
yacht into the river without a bathing costume, fined
£2 15s. (20 Worthing. Just after eight o’clock in the
morning, a man who had just finished an early bathe
was rash enough to take off his wet costume inside his
bathing hut without shutting the door. Although it was
so early, there was a zealous Worthing policewoman
swimming about offshore, and the Press report says that
“she went on swimming, but saw the man several times.”
Two days later it so happened that when the man
finished his bathe and took off his wet costume about
the same hour, the same policewoman was in a good posi-
tion to have a look at him. By a further coincidence
there was on this occasion a policeman close at hand,
and on a signal from the policewoman he went to the
bathing hut and pounced upon the delinquent. To make
it worse, “ the part of the beach where the incident
occurred was,” as the policewoman pointed out, “ very
select and free from trippers.” The report from which
we quote is nicely headed “ What a Policewoman Saw
from the Sea,” and the Worthing magistrates endorsed
her zeal by fining the defendant 40s. for insulting be-
haviour.

The Chelmsford Borough Council, which is having
some trouble about Sunday recreations is reminded by a
pious contributor to a local journal that the Council,
like Parliament, “ asks God’s blessing and guidance ” in
its proceedings. How, then, asks this gentleman,
“ can they set His commandments at nought?” A
Borough Council “ should act in such a way as not to
merit a character for hypocrisy.” We agree, but the
simplest way to do that would be not to ask for God’s
“ blessing and guidance.”

We are pleased to learn that Mr. George Whitehead
has been holding some very successful meetings in .Swan-
sea. The revival, about which the religious folk are
always writing, appears to have reached .Swansea, but
it has mistaken the address. The Branch of the N.S.S.
there is full of enthusiasm, audiences at the open-air
meetings have been large and attentive, and there is
some hopes of getting a winter programme under weigh.
South Wales has been much quieter than it ought to be
—so far as Frecthought is concerned, and we hope a new
era is beginning.

Our contemporary, The New Generation, reproduces
an article on Spain by Dr. W. J. Robinson from the
New York Critic and Guide. One or two excerpts we
think also worth reproducing : “ I went into a book-
store and asked to see a number of readers and histories
used in Spanish schools. All the books shown to me
were aprobado por la autoridad eclesiastica or had the
ecclesiastical censor’s, generally an S.J., wEll known
Nihil Obstat, and the Bishop’s permission to print. T
asked the proprietor of the book store to show me some
histories and readers that did not have the approval of
the censor and the ecclesiastical authorities. lie
answered smilingly, “ There aren’t any such. All
school books must pass the Catholic censor and the eccle-
siastical authorities . . . the children arc still studying
from the old text-books . ..”

“ Tread those histories and readers from first page to
last —read them and was horrified. | expected them to
be reactionary permeated with the spirit and dogma of
Catholicism, but I did not expect them to be so brutally
so brazenly medieval. . . The inquisition was not only a
useful and necessary but a ‘blessed’ institution. Philip
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the Second was one of the world’s greatest and most
beneficent rulers. Charles 111., the only King of Spain—
he was not a Spaniard—who had some humane and
liberal ideas is pictured as a monster because he ex-
pelled the Jesuits. The expulsion of the Jews, Moors, and
Moriscos—which the whole world knows was one of the
principal causes of the decay and decadence of .Spain—is
justified and approved ...”"

And so on. This deliberate falsification of history in
the interests of Roman Catholicism is the kind of thing
our own Papists would like done here. But as this
country is not yet under the dominion of the Roman
Catholic Church, and is not likely to be, our history
books will continue to expose the ignorance, stupidity
and savagery of “ holy ” Popery.

The Roman Catholic Menace.

(Concluded from page 549.)

A good example, or rather we should say, a bad ex-
ample of Catholic methods of propaganda is afforded
by the attack made by Mr. Hilaire Belloc upon Mr.
Wells' Outline of History.

We may not agree with all Mr. Wells has written;
he belongs to the class of “ regretful sceptics,” full
of sentimental longings and langours for a faith that
he knows to be false, he would like to retain all the
sentimental side of religion while rejecting all the
rotten foundations. Still, most people— apart from
bigots and fanatics—will admit that his Outline of
History, written for the ordinary man-in-the-street,
was a great advance upon the popular ideas held by
the mass of the people to-day. It was widely circu-
lated and had a better press than any such work had
before.

But Mr. Wells wanted a larger audience. He
wished to see it in the hands of the workers. So, in
1925 he began publishing a revised and lavishly

illustrated edition in cheap fortnightly parts— twenty-
four in all—to enable the poorest worker to possess
the work.

This popular propaganda of evolutionary ideas was
too much for Mr. Belloc. Catholic youth were in
danger of being contaminated! The Faith was in
danger ! Mr. Belloc assumed the role of a modern St.
George destined to act the part of the dragon-slayer.
So, as each part appeared, Mr. Belloc followed it by
an angry, dogmatic, abusive, and at times, insolent
diatribe in the Catholic weekly paper the Universe,
and not only here, but in the Catholic Southern Cross
in South Africa, and the Catholic Bulletin in
America! An attack like this, sustained fortnight
after fortnight, is unprecedented in the history of
journalism. The only parallel, in literature, is the
attack made by Freeman upon Froude’s History of
England, as each volume appeared, and sustained for
years. This also was due to religious fanaticism.

Mr. Wells, naturally, thought himself entitled to a
reply to this tirade, but see what happened :—

They [Mr. Belloc’s articles] were grossly personal
and provocative in tone, and no doubt a great joy
and comfort to the faithful. Mr. Wells prepared a
series of articles in reply; and as no, one outside
the public of these Catholic journals seemed to have
heard of Mr. Belloc’s attacks, lie offered them to the
editors concerned, proposing, if necessary, to give
the use of this interesting matter to them without
payment. Six articles he asked to have published—
in reply to twenty-four. This offering was declined
very earnestly by these editors.1l

Upon which Mr. Wells pointed out that: " Mr.

1H. G. Wells : Mr. Belloc Objects, p. v.
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la writer*5nn” atfack’nK my reputation as a thinker,
I'person for* f Impartial historian, and an educated
-'~ ty fortnights in the Uni-
K'Sgnoted; he has misstated. Will

£ UDIIC. toleratc "o reply?” To this
~ editor of the Universe : " after a

your Cnthoh-
remonstrant
month’s ded’

Belloc and 7 ~  vanous consultations with M.
Wells the * ~ 'irectors °f his paper, offered M.
of fact unr>n°PP.7rt,)nity correcting definite points
sented ' hut 1 r°' ~ave been misrepre-
vSvTm- to a»«<*v him to defend his
in his columnss_ 7(ppl$ej5[%§)s IIQ/IArC Wgulsmrr)%tt%trlgls
refused to entertain such an outrageous propf ItII’?O-

Mr. Wells then offered the articles to some non

lie papers, without success; but this is not surpr>sl
as these readers, not having read Mr. Belloc’s ar 1
would be all in the dark on the subject.

We believe that Mr. Belloc was willing f°r
Wells’ articles to appear. The fact that it tO°~
mouth to come to a decision shows that there '
conflict taking place behind the scene between
Belloc, the editor and the directors; probably 1 ~
to be referred to some higher authority in the e
The Catholics do not conduct these affairs in Ptrjr,ade
The Stiffkey scandal would never have been
public under Catholic rule, it would have
quietly, and more efficaciously disposed of, f°r™
rector is not disposed of yet, after all the scan

It cannot be gainsaid, that the Catholic poweia
be, refused to allow Mr. Wells to reply, f°r &'nGS
unsettling the faith of its readers. Now, the Q
tion arises; if, under Protestant rule, a man is
the right to reply to a violent and abusive attac »
twenty-four articles, how should we fare lin.
Catholic rule? For, make no mistake about 1x».t
spite of all the assurances of the soft spoken mode
Catholics that the Church of Rome would neVfe,
never, never persecute heretics again, the fac* ~
mains, thet the Churell has oever renounced the 0&jc
and duty, to suppress heresy and coerce the hel™{
in any country where the government was
hands. She would consider it treason to God, ™
would hold the rulers responsible for any souls
might be lost by allowing infidelity to be taUg1l
her territory; and those milky apologists who as j
us of the toleration of the Church of to-day, " ftjC
find themselves swept aside and, if they persisted >
first victims under any revival of the power A
Church of Rome. S

We have said that, as regards literary ability.l
represented by such well known, and popular, "'rl
as Chesterton, Belloc, and Father Knox, the Ca ™
lies altogether outrange the Protestants. It nia) i(t
objected. “ What about Dr. Coulton, do they °jjg
range him?” Dr. Coulton is a great scholar,
probably knows more about the literature and t
logy of the Middle Ages than any living EnglishZL”,
perhaps more than any living scholar. He can ¢ »
the war into the enemy’s country. With his lear'L”
he can follow the Catholic historians and apoloS
into all the literary recesses of the Middle
which the Catholics regard as their peculiar Ac&
and which they represent as the Golden Ages, and
the Dark Ages. Dr. Coulton follows doggedly
their track, inexorably pointing out errors and 1
takes, and worse; mistranslations and falsificatlo ™

N

and all the bluster and bounce of Mr. Belloc can'l
alter it. .
But Dr. Coulton is a scholar, and writes

scholars, his works are not popular and never win

The studies to which he has devoted his life aje 1
the kind that tend to cultivate a popular litcr' ™
style, they would rather tend to obliterate it; and |l
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is why he is unknown to the man in the s rce «

In conclusion, we have seen during t e a
}]flf{‘ ,the continual progress of the Cat 10ic

this country, both in social status and material
prosperity, with a corresponding decline in the Pro-
testant Churches. Owing to the activities of Anglo-
Catholics, in the Church of England, the great
Majority of the clergy would go bodily over to Rome
'f only Rome would recognize their orders. Gradu-
a'y but surely and continuously, the Catholics in-
eiease; they may soon outnumber Protestants. Every
"°'v and then a prominent Protestant goes over to
Roine, Dr. Orchard is the latest. Mr. Chesterton is
a convert to Rome, so is the brilliant Father Knox,
" 10 served six years as a clergyman in the Church
of England.

E's useless for Protestants, or Freethinkers for that
™atter, to look for salvation to the Press. The Press
,s>like God, on the side of the heavy battalions, and
)1 be ready to kow-tow at the appropriate time.

lle last battle will be fought between Atheism and
Ne Church of Rome, and | should not like to be
llere if Rome is victorious; | have no ambition to
"car the martyr’s crown.

_finally, we may point to the way in which the
,re@ sPread themselves, both in description and illus-
Nation over the consecration of Buckfast Abbey, last
at which Cardinal Bourne acted as the
Oa=ef Legate, the first Englishman to act in that
W ~°r 350 years. Fifty years ago, the event
Il have occupied a paragraph. The Press is
fol' CR alive to the trend of public opinion, and

°ws it(instead of leading it.

W. Mann.

~N Justification of “Militant”
Atheism.

&tpp.. are people who, while broad-minded enough to
H ~ Ne Atheist’s point of view, consider that he has
f] n”Rt to attempt to propagate his opinions; or, as
> generally put it, “ to ram them down other
d*e s throats.” To reject the idea of the existence
s ROR Is no reason why we should try to tear the
nea™e °l religion from the breasts of one’s pious
£l * lhours. Passing over the inconsistency of
astnstians who adopt this ix>iut of view while enthusi-
Cli . ~ supporting the foreign mission work of the
»€ Irph, let us try to explain the position to those who
uiiely think that no man of whatever creed or
anJ]J’_gdl is entitled to interfere with the private beliefs
fellows.
filai >*e ~ Is recognized that intellectual liberty is
i,/ 1s niost precious privilege, it must also be re-
h'lm < 6d tRat men are gregarious animals, creatures
'vhe' ants>Eees, wasps, beavers, etc., flourish best
( Onfving in communities. Thus they are not as in-
ed[Crent as we are often led to believe, but are
Y (ni°ly interdependent upon one another.
Sc:  1depends upon Age, Age depends upon Youth;
Sei °e depends upon Eabour, Labour depends upon
W *- It was so when, in the dark days of the
tote * S fdstory, men drew together round their tribal
tyjtij Sand laid their plans for the unceasing conflict
s° j  le Powerful denizens of the jungle; it is no less
hs | <aR when the engine-driver sends his train with
hri 1 llricireds of helpless passengers thundering over
aieri S by the mental and physical labours of
tiny wRotn be has never seen. It was so when these
aj)j Neth and soft nails were pitted against the tooth
the °3W  the Forest; it is no less so to-day when
the 'Jn'ny brai™ and feeble sinews are pitted against
relentless forces of the Universe.
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It is exactly this interdependence, which gives a
man the right to concern himself with the ideas and
opinions of his fellows. For every community
demands a system of government in some form or
other; and it is on the mentality of the members of the
community that the value of the system depends. If
that be intelligent and cultured, the form of govern-
ment will be sane and healthy; if it be superstitious
and ignorant, the form of government will be very
backward indeed. @ The progress of the community
depends upon the progress of the individual.

But, it may be argued, why should a man’s re-
ligious opinions be the subject of his neighbours criti-
cism? Does not religion deal with the relations that
exist between a man and God? How can those
opinions affect the welfare of the community ?

History answers this question. Has not religion on
many an occasion been used as a cloak for double
dealing? Has not scientific truth been ignored and
suppressed, times without number, in order not to up-
set the theological system of the period ? Will anyone
deny that religious institutions have been in the past
the greatest organs for the suppression of truth, and
the propagation of superstition and ignorance that
man has ever created ? If any man deny this, let him
study history; let him study the origins of religions,
to see how every young religion has been opposed to
the hypocrisy of its parent body; let him study the
development of science, to see how every old religion
has opposed every effort to increase the stock of human
knowledge.

Nowadays it is alleged, however, that religion has
changed, it has developed with the development of the
race. It was not a primitive obstacle to progress; it
was a tiny germ of truth planted in the mind of man
by God himself, in the beginning of time; it was the
inspiration that led 1Is onwards. Thus if at any time
religious expression was barbaric and cruel, it was only
because we ourselves were barbaric and cruel. The
steps of this evolution are clearly marked we are told.
In the beginning, men worshipped ghosts and spirits,
at a later stage, they worshipped myriads of gods, and
then through the Jewish people came the message of
the One God of the Universe, our conception of whom
has further developed from that of a cruel, jealous,
vindictive god, to that of the kind, loving God, and
Father of all, worshipped by the Christians. Our
knowledge of His plans for the human race has also
developed, for we no longer believe those fables of the
Virgin Birth, the Atonement, the Resurrection, etc.;
now, in these happy, enlightened days, we know that
God is the Spirit who broods over the whole Universe
and who cares especially for the development of man-
kind. True, we do not know very much about Him,
but see how we have progressed— from the crude con-
ceptions of the savage to the modern realization of
this Beautiful, Mystic Spirit. And we owe all this to
Religion !

But this is suspicious. Have we not covered this
ground somewhere before in the course of our religious
peregrinations? Had not humanity reached this stage
already, in the days when the Athenians turned from
their polytheism to worship the unknown god ? And
the Christian Church then, we remember, held up be-
fore them the Hebraic Jehovah, Paul evolving his
fantastic doctrines of the Atonement, etc., and calling
them the message of this very God whom the Athe-
nians “ ignorantly worshipped.”  Apparently, then,
the Church has been mistaken, and the great St. Paul
was a reactionary, whose missionary zeal was so mis-
placed as to lead the whole of Christendom up a blind
alley for 1900 years.

Even admitting, then, the possibility of God’s ex-
istence, it must be clear that a blind faith in any of
His self-appointed representatives, the priests, would
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be foolish— nay, fatal! But it is just this blind faith
that the priests have always demanded— and it is just
THIS FAITH WHICH THE ATHEIST DENOUNCES. We say,
“ They have misled us in the past, they may be mis-
leading you, now. Be on your guard. Blind faith is
foolish. Reason is your only guide. Make sure that
your religion is based not on the so-called revelations
of the priests— but on the results obtained by the self-
sacrifice, dogged courage, and patient study of our
chemists, surgeons, physiologists, and psychologists.
The true source of knowledge is not the pulpit, but
the laboratory. The real messenger of truth is not
the witch-doctor, or fetish-man, but the scientist!”
Of course, a blind faith in the individual scientist is
to be discouraged just as strongly as a blind faith in
the priest. But, fallible as it may be, Science or,
“ Reason applied to Experience ” is our only guide.
To rely on any other medium is to court disaster
and, as History shows, disaster which involves not
only the religious, but their neighbours, the irre-
ligious. Thus the irreligious man considers it is
HIS DUTY TO CONCERN HIMSELF WITH HIS NEIGH-
BOUR’S BELIEFS. W.M.

Spontaneous Love.

The true lovers and benefactors of Humanity have
ever been the great Atheists. And the outstanding
feature—call it weakness if you will—of these noble
men and women has ever been their difficulty in be-
coming the recipients of benefactions themselves.
Love loves to give. It has difficulty in receiving.
The lover delights in showering all the good things he
or she can command upon the object of his or her love.
When the loved one desires to offer something by way
of reciprocity to the lover, the latter is too often dis-
posed to refuse without considering or calculating that
it may give the loved one satisfaction and joy to have
the offering accepted.

The love of individual for individual is a very
beautiful thing. What would existence be without
it? Enduring friendship is the one thing that makes
life worth while. But Supernaturalism has come in
and imposed inhibitions which have dammed the
natural flow of love. Supernaturalism has demanded
that human beings shall forsake father, mother, wife,
brother, sister, child or dearest friend, and swear
allegiance to a being whom they do not know and
never saw. Fancy a man being asked to renounce his
deep love for sweetheart or wife—to desert his sweet-
heart or wife—to follow a strange person, the record
of whose life is not even authenticated. Truly the
supernatural is the unnatural ! And he who fights
against Nature is bound to be defeated.

So now let us consider the life of self-denying indi-
viduals for humanity in the mass. Ah, here is some-
thing nobler than mere love of individual for indi-
vidual. In the experience of many self-sacrificing
and devoted individuals their disinterested exertions
on behalf of their fellow beings have been met with
thanklessness, nay even with rejection and scorn. Yet
the consciousness of the rightness and nobleness of
the motives that inspire and prompt and dictate their
efforts has upheld and upholds them in their course.
This is their duty, their share, their place in life.
They can do no other. The world is their parish :
all men are their brethren : to do good and make
others happy is their chief end. And it is such an
all-possessing power—such a binding delight— that
many of them have endured privation, suffering—
death itself on the gibbet or at the stake— because
they loyally held on to the course of what they be-
lieved to be right despite the persecuting super-
naturalists. Who can gainsay this statement? His-
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tory teems with examples which prove its accuracy
up to the hilt.

There is no more blinding falsity than that of pte"
tended love for one’s kind which hypocritically i®
poses its own conditions and affects to give when it
really exacting. Christianity has been organized and
exists on fraud. Its corporate existence continues
by dependence upon mundane things which it affects
to slight and despise. It points to Heaven as
Christians are but strangers and pilgrims here.
their aspirations are towards the transcendental. 1
does not Christianity eagerly grasp the good tiling
of this present life ? Faith is to secure for its Pr™
fessors not only security in this present life, but ~
the life which is to come ! How consistent are
Christians! From the teeth outwards they
demn the pursuit of “ material ” wealth, but ac
ally they embrace every opportunity of advanci
their “ property in basket and in store.” MystidS
and asceticism may be fit companions. But 1
have no place in the commercial and industrial ellter,
prise conducted by prominent Christians to-day- '
man who can make ends meet, and who has ell°,

“ to do his turn ” ought to be a happy man. H

is not happy he has himself to blame. He hiiusc
the cause of his own unhappiness. But if his b
be empty, supernaturalism cannot fill it except
wind. The Atheists, naturalists, humanists, nlofllj5
and Freethinkers see the thousands upon thousau
who are existing subject to the bondage and tyrU
of a discredited supernaturalism through ignore ; ’
weakness and fear with feelings of fiery indign™b
because of their consuming love for humanity 1 |
see these people— their fellows— capable of so ® ~
higher things— made the puppets of superstition
priestcraft— their talents exploited by more fortui -
persons who maintain priesthoods for their Q
vile purposes. Oh, for light, light and still ®

light.
9 lgnotPS-

Christianity: A Persecuting Creed-

The Popery of Puritanism.

W hat used to be called the Romish Controversy, 'ghat.ic

to say the controversy between Protestant and Ca
Christians, lias never been a field in which Freetbijl
could find much useful employment. To us the t 7jj
that fundamentally matter are the things upon "A f_
Christians agree, not those upon which they ¢ ~
Modern historical research, particularly into the c°
versies of the Reformation and immediately post-L jjc
mation period, have had a disturbing effect on C a »
and Protestant controversialists. History, like g
logy, has been put under the searchlight of painsta ?
and impartial investigation. Necessity, they say. ®
strange bed-fellows; and puritanism and popery, 11l
light both of research and of actual event, are sb® p
be less antithetic than they have commonly been
posed to be. . rjap
In a notable work by a German (Protestant) Kist®. ujf
Professor Meyer, entitled England and the n
Church Under Elizabeth (Eng. Trans. Kegan Pa*Tj,a
author notes that “ the ecclesiastical tone of
makes attendance at Divine worship both a Cm'
and a social duty ... in the sanctification of ¢’ ILDC
which forbids or restricts not only business but P‘e jjfg
too, in the disciplinary restrictions of university ~
.and in the tendency to prudery and phar O
and the dread of scandal,” we see the fruits of Pu O
ism which, when England slowly, and as to the ® G
people reluctantly, and by jxditical and other
ligious influences and expedients, ceased to,S .fo f tlc
replaced the discipline and repressive authority .
Church and its priests by an assertion of the not c
exorable authority of the Bible. The Puritans,

\/
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Catholics, emphasized personal salvation, the priority
'vine over human authority, and of “ the world to

COMe " over secular affairs.

ae WC Wik to see the spirit of Puritanism in effective

State 1011 tO'day- we must go to the Catholic Irish Free

ofie ‘e Fngtand, Puritanism, at least in its most

is V'SUe asPects, has lost and is losing ground. As it

2 comm®’nly put in our pulpits people have lost
sense of “ sin ” in this country. In lIreland, that is

say in all Ireland, except perhaps in what Mr. Poole}
called “ that part of Ireland North of Sligo,” mortal sin
ard hell fire, terror here and hereafter, still fill We with
that dread which is the opportunity of priestly and
Political powers, and the inveterate scourge of liberty of
llie and mind.
Tlie Catholic ' missionaries,” like Campion and Par-
' tlie sometimes very doubtful “ martyrs” of
%“ FOXe:s « Book," are well known, and, by Catho-
titles"t Prot« ta«ts respectively, given and denied their

ag- to “ martyrs.” If, however, the teaching and
falna the Early Puritans be examined, it will be
the er* “lere Is nothing in the Catholic doctrine of
“1 ‘° exterminate heretics, and in their view of
filer " ‘° monarchs or governments that is not

that0*1 duPlicated. The duplication arises from the fact
is a°liG suPernatural authority is admitted intolerance
eMitd,a In°dern Protestant theologian has said, “ an in-
explor® Pat™ °* true religion.” 1 The reader who will
of jj ~ the erudite and punctiliously documented pages
Ja~'~d. particularly in his The Reformation in Eng-
lircs IG Bodley Head) will find there all the evidence
tatio Saiy t° sustain these assertions. One or two quo-
dirft S may be legitimate and relevant to the general
O. - -

. this article- .
titled <t-bristoper Goodman, wrote in 1554 a book en-
siibjft t How superior powers ought to be obeyed of their
be (- S’ and wherein they may lawfully by God’s word
the c'St>eycd and resisted. Wherein also is declared
only Wse this present misery in England, and the
nige 'Vay to remedy the same.” A short passage, a sig-
sare and Ruminating one reads as follows : “ For the
haim Cause (i.e., idolatry) God commanded Moses to
that the captains and heads of the people for
us® Y their example they make the people idolaters
and not for that time only, but to be a per-
diitv £.eXVnfte for aver, and a sure admonition of their
n'J(;fgIn tte like defection from God, to hang up such
should draw them from Him.**  Further :
duty 10 Magistrates and other officers cease to do their
the peo\j ~Mcn God. givetli the sword into the hands of
and He himself is become immediately their
Main would require even wider learning than
the ft "a s t° estimate how much blood has been shed in

°yrse of the history of the Christian religion by
tAN W *110* 'n their own opinions, or according to
°f dea)n Riven to them by others to be accepted on peril
tain fUA'vent out to slaughter their fellows in the cer-
itspif a,t'l that God was their head. The Inquisition
0, 1 ca have no other (theological) justification,
at one of the bloodiest massacres which dis-
Us rule in Ireland (Drogheda) looking on his
itigﬁilsmc.i_egf&ﬂgd that they had been slain “ not by
3 y power, but by the spirit of God.”
befOril * ’uate, although not the immediate issue of the
in England has been admirably stated by
die stat. * ” Stripped of all its horrible accessories,
QU j e I°r the Protestant, the axe for the Catholic,
Pres«*, br's°nments and tortures for both, the issue
beth V@ our forefathers in the time of Queen Eliza-
or a simple one—was England to be a Protestant
of %I,is Jlan ‘-ftholic country; and hid within the kernel
the sue was another one, wholly unrecognized at
,aatterm@p nam.ely, the issue between authority in the
tlI0 § . rtbgion and complete freedom of opinion. As
lilestio,,0 enuination of this momentous issue, it may he
frPhy Ji!: Whether a close study of records and biog-
Oie wa,.1 a’d us very much in making up our minds
the other, but from the humanitarian point

‘ZMESK] Joules Denny : T}ic Death of Christ, p
~Hitie >1 have, perhaps unpardonablv, modernized the

they Uit 1Uand transcribes the 0 ' °
written.  (Ibid, p. 136,
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of view, and for getting rid of vulgar prejudice, the
more we read the more tolerant we must become.” ®

To this wise judgment we may add, what Mr. Birrell
is too genjal to say, that, in the last analysis there is not
much to choose between Knox and Torquemada. It is
the common principle of both, and must be the firm
opinion of every logical person who accepts the authority
of the Bible or the Church or both, and who believes
that authority to be divine, that there is no room in the
resultant theological system for “ complete freedom of
opinion.” The best proof of this is that the “ humani-
tarian point of view,” and the consequent tolerance,
did not exist, cannot exist, and does not exist except
where the same issue of authority in religion is evaded,
or where it has been definitely settled on the non-
authoritarian side.

Ai,an Handsacre.

®More Obiter Dicta, p. 57.

Old Eb’.

His Christian name is Ebenezer, to his familiars he is
“ Old Eb’” ; his surname | never learned, and a team of
tractors could not drag from me the name of the village
where he lives.

His one passion in life is for his garden, which he
tends with loving care and unremitting labour. At one
time he divided his love and labour between his garden
and the Church, but a few years ago he had a long ill-
ness, and when he recovered the Church saw him no
more.

The Vicar did all in his power to persuade the old
man to return to the fold, but Eb’ was adamant in his
refusal, for which he would give no reasons.

Then in course of time, a fresh incumbent came to the
Church; he was told of old Eb’s defection, and one day
set out to see if he could succeed where his predecessor
had failed. He strolled along to old Eb’s cottage, where
he found the object of his attentions busy in his beloved
garden, and, leaning over the gate, addressed Eb* in the
customary parsonic drawl, “ Good morning! You have
a lovely garden here.”

Old Eb’ looked up with a gratified smile, which faded
somewhat when he saw who the speaker was, but his
habitual good nature was evident as he replied, “ Glad
ye like it Sir.”

“ Yes!” responded the Vicar, “ It is indeed beautiful,
you ought to be very proud of it.”

“ Well Sir,” said Old Eb’, “ .Seeing as it is all my own
work | reckon I've reason to be.”

“ Yes, yes!” went on the Vicar, “ Very great credit
is due to you, and | am sure you must feel deeply
grateful to the Almighty for his wonderful gifts which
make it possible for you to have such a delightful gar-
den as this.”

Old Eb’ raised his eyebrows and said, “ Beg pardon!”

The parson repeated himself and added, “ As a matter
of fact I came specially to ask if you would not like to
resume your old place in the Church if only to express
your thanks to the Almighty for this glorious garden.”

Old Eb’ stared at his questioner in undisguised as-
tonishment, for a moment he was speechless, but when
he recovered lie exclaimed, “ So ye think | ought to
thank the Almighty for this garden?”

“ Who else, if not the Almighty?” asked the Vicar.

“ And ’'ave | to thank him for the grubs and the
greenfly, and the mildew, and the weeds he sends to
spoil my handiwork ?”

The parson made no reply and Old Eb’ went on : “ |
tended this garden f'r nigh Ol forty year, an’ | went to
Church reg’lar and gave thanks to the Almighty for the
good things and overlooked all those others, Then I
took ill an’ he had it on 'is own for eighteen months
and if you'd a' scat the mess he vtadc of it you'd never
ask me agen to oiler thanks. No Sir! I've nowt to
thank th’ Almighty for, barriu’ a pile of work an’ trouble
I c’d well a’ve done without at my age.”

Unable to find an answer, the parson turned sadly
away to seek converts in other fields, where the futility
of the Church and the Church’s God is not so evident.

Fred Hobday.
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Correspondence.

To the Editor of the “ Freethinker.”

.SCIENCE AND TOLERATION.

Sir,—Could Mr. Lunn stow liow the criticism levelled
at Harvey, Stenson, Ohm, Pasteur and Jeimer by their
scientific contemporaries bears comparison with the
measures taken against Legate, Kett, Bruno (all burned),
Kyd (tortured) and Wightman (put to death) by their
religious contemporaries? No, Mr. Lunn, there is little
similarity between verbal criticism and burning, roast-
ing, execution, etc., etc.

It is futile for Mr. Lunn to attribute the persecution
of Galileo to the vanity of an astronomer-Pope. He was
tried, not on scientific, but on religious, grounds, and I
have yet to read that the Galileo case aroused the furious
indignation of the Church at that time. Religious sanc-
tion, in fact, is to be found in the words of Christ,
“ Compel them to come in, so that my house may be
filled.”

That Copernicus’ book was dedicated to the Pope is as
enlightening as that Galileo recanted under pressure.
That it was sponsored by two Churchmen does not
remove the fact that it has been the bugbear of organized
Christianity owing to having upset the Christian cosmic
scheme. Perhaps we may use Mr. Lunn’s own explana-
tion, and say the two Churchmen were suffering from
vanity. G. H. Tayior.

DUMPING BIBLES.

Sir,—A most amusing paragraph appears in the
August issue of Dcr Atheist, which is well worth repro-
ducing in the Freethinker. The following is the trans-
lation \—

DUMPING IN THE BIBLE TRADE.

Good Christians are in a ferment in America. It is
not a question of the immodesty of Dress Reform, or of
godless Socialists, or of impertinent negroes. No, it is
something of graver import! The American Bible Society
has demanded a Duty on imported Holy Scriptures.
They have done so because foreign countries are swamp-
ing the American market with Bibles at ridiculous prices
which they claim are produced under “ sweated ” con-
ditions. The Tariff System does not halt even before
the collected works of Jehovah. The price of the Bible
is to be artificially maintained. Perhaps, instead of des-
troying food, burning wheat and throwing coffee into
the sea, it would be worth considering whether a few
million copies of the * Everlasting Book ” should not
be scrapped in order to obtain a “ fancy ” price, since
those who fancy this antediluvian literature are ob-
viously dying out.

George F. Green.

CELIBACY AND BUDDHISM.

Sir,—Mrs. C. A. F. Rhys Davids’ explanation regard-
ing the translation of a certain verse of Buddhist scrip-
ture is interesting. However, | would suggest that some
of your readers would like to know why monasticism
increased in India; why the way of the monk came to be
regarded as “ the ideal living and why celibacy came
to be identified with “ the divine life,” namely, the best
the Buddhist student could conceive. Whence did such
notions arise? Were they derived from the teaching,
explicit or implicit, of the founder of Buddhism?

D.P.S.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there Bhould be no
UNWANTED Children.

For an lllustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con-
trol Requiisites and Books, send a i)d. stamp to:
J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, Loniou
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, OF they will ®
inserted.

LONDON.

OUTDOOR.

. . tiE
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, ®ar,,

Bandstand) : 3.15, Mrs. E. Grout—" Faith and Morals.

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond,
stead) : 1130, Sunday, September 4, Mr. F. P. “orrljjr,
Monday, September 5, South Hill Park, Hampstead, 8> ~
C. Tuson. Thursday, September 8, Leighton Road, Rl
Town, 80, Mr. L. Ebury.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Streatham Common, @Wlﬂ

Road) : 80, Friday, September 2, Mr. Il. C.
Sunday, September 4, Brockwell Park, 630,
E. Grout. Wednesday, September 7, Cock Pond, Clap

Old Town, 80, Mrs. E. Grout. Friday, September 9, Sr*

ham Common, Lewin Road, 80, Mr. F. P. corrigan.
West Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical CoH2 1

Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. E. Saphiu.
Woolwich and District Branch N.S.S. (Brs”

Square) : 7.45, Thursday, September 1, Messrs. S .f]
and J. Read. “ The Ship,” Plumstead Common, 745 ™4
day, September 2, Messrs. S. Burke and J. Read. Bere
Square, 30 and 80, Sunday, September 4, Mr. G. q
head. Lakedale Road, 80, Monday, September 5>* Cg.
Whitehead. “ The Ship,” Plumstead Common, 7-45»
nesday, September 7, Mr. G. Whitehead.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : wWedn«”
August 31, at 7.30, Messrs. Tuson and Wood.
September 1, at 7.30, Messrs E. C. Saphin and W. ?¢ (0§
bell Everden. Friday, September 2, at 7.30, Messrs. M je
and Le Maine. Sunday, September 4, at 12.0, Mr. B.
Maine. 330, Platform No. 1, Messrs. Bryant and
Platform No 2, Messrs. B. A. Le Maine and Tuson. .
Platform No. 1, Messrs. Wood, Tuson and Bryant, ~
form No. 2, Messrs. Hyatt and Saphin.  Current
thinkers can be obtained outside the Park.

COUNTRY.

OUTDOOR.

Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level, opposite Open
ket) : 7.30, Friday, September 2, Messrs. Legge and R .

Chester-LE-Street (Bridge End) : 80, Friday, SeptQ’l
9, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Liverpool (Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Dnvag(
posite Walton Baths) : 8.0, Sunday, September 4, MeiiSISjjj]l
Little and D. Robinson. Tuesday, September 6, Kdge f
Lamp, 3.0, Messrs. H. Little and P. Sherwiu. Thnrs' n;
September 8, corner of High Park Street and 7~
Road, 80, Messrs. A. Jackson and J. V. Shortt. Ci'rf
Freethinkers on sale at all meetings. ¥

NewnlGGIN-DY-Sl!a : 7.0, Sunday,
Atkinson.

Seaham Harbour (Church Street) : 80, Saturday, SePl'
her 3, Mr. J. T. Brighton. 1

I

Stockport Branch N.S.S. (Armoury .Square) : 30 aBR/
Sunday, September 4, Mr. J. Clayton. All district Scdl
ists invited.

South Shields (Market Place) : 7.0, Wednesday, Sepl*
ber 7, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

September 4,

he federation of progressive T
AND SOCIETIES! invites outside applications j
accommodation at its week-eno conrerence and A®. (
General Meeting from Saturday, September 10th (after®
to Monday, September 12th (breakfast), at Hoddes™.jj
Herts. Return fare from London, 3s. GERALD BARRV 0,
speak on “ National Planning” ; siR NORMAN ANCE® ~
A Progressive International Policy ” ; JaNET cHA®C
A Modern Sex-Charter” ; and c. e. M Joap (Chair®L
on “ The Policy and Prospects of the Federation.” T®&6nnle
elusive charge of £z should be sent together with vour ® jje
and address (mark envelopes “ High Leigh ”) tO
F.P.P.S., 4 Parton Street, W.C.i.
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National Secular Society

President :
CHAPMAN COHEN.

Secretary:
R. H. Rosktti, 62 Farringdon Street, London.
E.C.4.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based

on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super-

natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s
proper aim, and utility as liis moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty;
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis-
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend
material well-being; and to reali,-* the self-government
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President,
Treasurer and Secretary of the So:iety, with two others
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what-
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy

| hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the
following declaration :—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and |
pledge myself, if admitted as a nenber, to co-operate in
pronoting its objects.

120 Lo 1 =TT

Occupation

Dated this.....day of..........ccoiiiil 19...

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.

P.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per vyear,
every nmember is left to fix his own subscription according
to his neans and interest in the cause,

A
Grammar of Freethought. jj
By CHAPMAN COHEN. |

Cloth. Bound 5s.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, R,C.& |

Postage 3\d. a
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D oes science provide a sanction for religious belief? £

HAS SCIENCE DEPARTED IS THE UNIVERSE
FROM COMMON-SENSE? REALLY MYSTERIOUS?

JUST ISSUED. Cloth, large cr. 8vo, 7s. 6d. net, by post 8s.

THE UNIVERSE
OF SCIENCE

By H. LEVY,

PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS AT THE IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE,
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

N this work the author expounds the true
function of science as it has emerged in

a developing society, and offers a philo-
sophical outlook that outrages neither human
experience nor rational thought. Written in a
form that will appeal to the thoughtful lay-
man, it directs a devastating fire of criticism
on the philosophical absurdities of prominent
scientific interpreters. ( Prospectus on application. )

WATTS & CO., 5 and 6 Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4

A NEW OUTLOOK ON LIFE FOR 7'6

( A RECORD OF ESTABLISHED RELIGION, j

Mother Of Jmm m

el«» 'OF

God RELIGION
By

G. W. FOOTE.

A i /  — —-/\3.— [—

WITH INTRODUCTORY NOTE
By

CHAPMAN COHEN. Alan Handracre

1
1 us i
I

Now that the Roman Cath-
olic question ismuch discussed
this useful and racy pamphlet

! Official Facts about Church Revenued'
History - - Argument - - Statistics.

The case for Disestablishment and Disendow-
ment from the secular and financial points

|
I
I
I
1 Paper Is. 6d. Postage 2d.
I
i

should be widely read and of view.
circulated. Cloth 2s. 6d. Postage 3d.
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