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'he|sm or Theism P

R}lTe recently the Bishop of Durham, Dr. Hensley
J ‘nson, attracted considerable newspaper notice by
ijI'ng in the course of a sermon that there had
pa™ been a revolt against religion which could
Sij N the present one. It is not difficult for a par-
Hcrv 3ltract attention from the papers nowadays,
or "€ bnjy say that lie does not believe in miracles,
an virgin birth, or that woman made her first
#ibsarance as the result of a bone-turning expen-
isc and it is chronicled as a remarkable utterance.
Iiior\abﬁ*wmgmtly cause for wonder that a parson should
Eiil,] .ail bdelligence at all beyond the Old Mother
liisflRard stage of childhood. In this instance the
btries™ " as c°rrect, although considerably behind the
U making the discovery. Intelligent and in-
fhcQ st'dents of religion have for at least two or
reljj,- '~aerations been aware that the issue between
than ® :illd modern thought goes much further
ornj' letber a particular conception of God is right,
of 1y ler ]t is possible to prove the historic reality
tlian racles. The issue to-day goes much deeper
that f Mihied by this class of guestion. It is true
% gy ere are still large numbers of believers to
I—?—le E'ese questions are vital, but the Bishop of
CUIrlm 's only one of the many leaders of the
s £ "ho know quite well that the modern posi-
Chris1S 7ar different from that which faced the
Hxt t aU Church a couple of centuries ago. It is
i'ltn y a matter of deciding whether this or that
bigq, b'°d is correct, Put whether a belief in any
S 's possible to a genuinely educated in-
fo O As Dean Inge once put it, the challenge
I)'amviristianity “ was presented, not in the age of
It Ul but in the age of Copernicus and Galileo.”
Aujt? "en' to c'te the same preacher, that the

tie n UCe ~le Churches have been trying to repair
to thl:!P’ w”h greater credit to their ingenuity than
dr Co«rage or to their honesty.
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When Christianity Awoke.

Religion has been described as a primitive science,
and although the phrase is more picturesque than
exact, it will serve. For religious ideas do actually
spring from conceptions of man and the universe;
there is, indeed, no other source from whichl they
could come. And they remain valid just so long as
the particular conceptions on which they rest are un-
questioned. The decisive criticism of the Christian
scheme came with the establishment of the Coper-
nican astronomy. If that were true the central con-
ception of Christianity was false. For Christianity,
real Christianity was incurably geocentric. This
earth was the centre of the universe, and man was
the central figure of the earth, and in this universe
“ natural law ” was no more than a casual imposition
by an irresponsible power. Upon this view of the
world rested the whole Christian “ plan of salva-
tion,” w'ith its subsidiary beliefs in miracles, prayer,
angels and devils, heaven and hell. There is little
wonder that the Church saw in the teachings of
Copernicus and Galileo the natural destruction of the
Christian theory. It was a decisive moment in tife
history of the war between religion and science—and
science won.

But the mental attitude of the vast majority of
people never represents the outcome of strictly logical
processes.  The new' wine is poured into the old
bottles, and although the taste may be different, the
shape of the liquid is determined by the container.
Old mental habits have to be reckoned with, and the
consequence is that to the mass of believers all that
takes place was a readjustment of religious beliefs.
Christian phrases, Christian forms, Christian ideas
were retained, and, so long as the absurdity presented
for acceptance was not exactly the same absurdity as
had just been disproved, the case of the gentleman
who rejected the errors of the Church of Rome in
order to accept those of the Church of England was
exemplified. So far as extreme heresy was concerned
its main form in the seventeenth and eighteenth'
centuries was deistic. A god was admitted, but the
alleged revelation of God in the Bible was questioned.
The God of Nature whks posited in place of the God
of Revelation. In terms of the new science particular
miracles were denied, but the perpetual miracle of
creation was. admitted. In these circumstances
strong play was made with the character of the Bible
God, and the more lurid of Bible passages. The
criticism of Christianity was still professedly based
on the acceptance of a religion of some sort. Long
standing frames of mind are not easily outgrown.

* * *

Our Friend the Enemy.

It is a curious fact that one of the most striking
works in support of Atheism was w-ritten by a
Church of England Clergyman, Ralph Cudworth.
Cudworth did not intend his work to serve that end,
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but he stated the case for Atheism so fairly that his
reply to it was obviously inadequate. As it was said
the book suggested far more scepticism than it re-
moved. A similar part was played by another clergy-
man, Bishop Butler, in his famous Analogy. The
Deists hadlrested no small part of their rejection of
the Bible on the nature of the deity revealed therein.
The character of deity depicted there was quite un-
worthy of a God, and therefore could not be true.
Butler met them on their own ground. His case was
that if the God of the Bible and the God of Nature
were the same, we should expect to find the character
of both exhibiting the same features. And step by
step he proved that all the characteristics which the
Deists attacked in the God of the Bible could be
found present in the God of Nature. Butler did not
enter into the question of whether there was a God or
not, that was taken for granted by both parties. What
he did show was that there was as much reason for
believing in the God of Revelation as there was for
believing in the God Nature.

So far Butler scored. But this suggested another
conclusion. Suppose instead of saying that the
reasons for believing in either God are equally strong,
we say the reason for rejecting both gods are equally
weighty? The result then would be Atheism. And
that was what actually happened to such as were able
to push Butler’s arguments to their logical conclu-
sion. Butler, like Cudworth, had suggested a far
greater danger to religion than he had removed.
Setting out to strengthen the cause of Christian theism
he had succeeded in really helping along the heretical
movement in the direction of Atheism.

* . .

The Trail of the Past.

But for a long time after Butler, British Free-
thinking remained predominantly tlieistic in tone,
at least in its public presentation. In spite of his
tremendous onslaught on Christianity, Paine re-
mained theistic in actual belief and in forms of think-
ing. And for long after Paine we can trace the per-
sistence of this type of mind. It may be seen even
to-day. There is, for example, the pitiful and piti-
able clinging to the word “ religion,” with a total
disregard to its theistic and historical implications
and associations. Religion has for so long been a
part of settled social life, and is so mixed up with all
kinds of institutions, there is still the feeling of in-
tellectual nakedness if one does not wear a religious
badge. This type of mind is one that has no other
real authority for its existence save the surviving
fear of a very primitive taboo.

The persistence in Freethinking criticism of a
semi-religious bias was also to be seen in the form of
criticism of the idea of a God. “ Can we believe in
a God who is not at least as good as man?” was the
form in which criticism was often cast. Or again,
the existence of “ cruelties ” and *“ injustices ” in
nature were often urged as justification for not be-
lieving in a God. But the question of the existence
of a God and that of God coming up to a human
standard of excellence are quite distinct. This form
of argument was clearly a “ left-over ” from the
Christian teaching that God was all goodness. It
was a quite legitimate argument in the mouth of
those who actually believed in the existence of a
God, but for those who had rid their minds of this
fundamental foolishness it had no warranty whatever.
At most it is a deistic argument, not an atheistic one.

Even when the general theory of evolution came to
the front the persistence of fundamental religious
concepts may be traced. Because the Christian
theory had involved the belief in a moral order of the
universe, evolution had to be justified on the same
grounds. Some discerned a “ purpose ” behind
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natureT ' alK ta”™ed at large of “ ends ” as though

hip-h  vllew ehher ends or purposes, good or bed,
iusHfi-  ,°WA  ~ven Herbert Spencer sought to
., <, lla llra selection on the ground of its being

i, ene cent Process,” as though we could reason
Pre Icate either beneficence or malevolence of
e a arge>and above all praise the beneficence
process Which permitted a minority tq,surv
only because the forces at work were not af%é %\%
mediately kill them. It is a sadly amusing sight to
note a professed unbeliever staggering along in .|
of the ghost of a god after he has managed to getrl

of the real thing.

The Primitive Mind.

Hardest of all to get rid of was the gross PR
stition of an ideal Christ. Unitarians having g° ™
of two thirds of the trinity retained a third of 1> ¢f
parently blind to the fact that there was no
warranty for retaining this remnant than for " ia ially
been rejected. It is distressing to find so ~
professed unbelievers struggling to create an
moral teacher out of a purely mythological S
Often this has been justified by the argument "
there must have been some sublime moral Chgll;’%ﬁ/c\ul j
the back of the Christian myth to have so ot
the admiration of men. As though the world 5
filled with myths converted into solid history,
though the ancient world could not furnish num *
tales of these miraculous saviours that were sup j ™
ally on all fours with the myth of Jesus Chris «
genuinely scientific conception of human nature "
have taught these people that miracles arc
possible in the moral as in the physical world-
moral reformers are not born of the materia
nished by the Christian mythology.

But all this is only what a scientific student "
expect. If it is absurd to expect to find a c'lilj'c3
with the mentality and environment of the Ne'v ~
ament one of the world’s greatest moral reforp,
it is just as absurd to expect men and women to liro
off at once frames of mind that have persisted ~
many generations. Historically, heresy docS
jump from extreme orthodoxy to Atheism at one 'ﬁ]l
The stages between the two are gradual even tIK
the transition may be much more rapid in some
than in others. But there does come a stage at "

distinct phase is to be noted, and it is the percel »
of this that has alarmed the Bishop of Durham-
realizes that a growing number of men and e
are recognizing what the real issue is to-day, tbri

ar of outposts is nearing its last stage, and that
real fight is at hand, For all but groundling® ¢
question of what kind of a God we ought to hel T.
in does not exist. The challenge to-day is the imi’
sibility of any such existence.

Chapman CoH”™'

THE TRANQUIL MIND.

Let me possess
My present wealth, or even less,,
And if the bounteous gods design
A longer life, that life be mine.
Give me of books the mental cheer,
Of wealth sufficient for a year,
Nor let me float in Fortune’s power
Dependent on the future hour.
To Jove for life and wealth | pray,
These Jove may give or take away,
But for a firm and tranquil mind,
That blessing in myself | find.—Horace.
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Priests and the People.

The Bible is a nose of wax, and it can be twisted to
ar®> shape.”—Martin Luther.

Liberty's chief foe is theology.” —Bradlaugh.

" The crime of inquiry is one which religion never
hes forgiven.”—Shelley.

.rarecent Church Conference, Sir Thomas Inskip,
le Conservative Attorney-General, expressed himself
Ffollows;-.

Ptiblic opinion in the press was largely in favour of
"eater liberty for the individual. The Church
should challenge the Press in its demand for Sunday
Muxation and the like.

Sir Thomas is a faithful son of the Church of Eng-
all>and has learned his sorry lesson only too well.
n 'is capacity as a lay member of his church he is
u'htled to air his pious opinions, however silly an
~oneous they may be. But here’s the rub! He is

a salaried Minister of the National Government,

, lheis an elected Member of the House of Com-
nmons-  How is he elected? Under a democratic
ystem by the will of the people. For what purpose
saeelected? To do the will of the people. \ et, as
i Clurchman he regards the wishes of the people as
"WvI'im of a child, and he turns to Mother Church
§r.a stern rebuke, and even for stricter measures. In
;'jun English, Sir Thomas Inskip is not the first man
1° finds a complete contradiction between religious
T"ions and democratic principles, and who lias

priest for a solution.

"lother Church in this particular instance, is the
Called, State-aided, Church of England, one of the
ealthiest religious organizations in the whole world,
j le Possesses property to the value of X100,000,000,
‘as State-priority in matter of religion, and controls
**xx*x* of 300 bishops; and 16,000 priests. She is

established in this country that she largely

atrois national education, and, through the Bench

jThbishops, holds the controlling power in the Upper
Parliament. . .

fence it is important to know what this particular

K Urch teaches. Every priest of this vast organiza-

Ki- has to subscribe to the Thirty-nine Articles of

: hkion, and these articles make most curious reading

,» I\e twentieth century in a country pretending to

tritlzati°n.  They teach as the truth, the whole

teal ailc™ nothing but the truth, that a spirit can

3 . le same time a father and a son, and also pro-
3ifj .,k itself as a ghost.  They teach that “Adam”

Eve were the first human beings, that they
"bidden fruit, in consequence of which act of

~ntl rCénCy" ~ie "Eole human race is fallen, and
millions are damned to everlasting torture.
he 5 a'So teach that the Roman Catholic Religion,
°st important in all Christendom, is a vain in-
jor n¢n rf Satan, and that the present tenant of Wiml-
T,,,ax™0is the head of the original and only genuine
~ Ch of Christ.
;veJ Or®are thirty-nine of these precious articles, and
IV Anglican priest subscribes to them, under, to
'Wt 'e m°st solemn conditions. Yet, we know that
>a\b aumbers of them do not believe in them, or ob-
riie0 lem>that they are taking money by false pre-
rerS The Church is " a trade,” as Dean Swift has
H Ct>us, and were it not for the golden rewards
if ..1,Swe°rld, few priests would remain in the sorriest
Thiprofessi°ns.
Hr '~ Earliament-made Church is so entwined with
nfO° 'Eeal life that the Ecclesiastical Canons are still
iQ( ,Ce>except they conflict with the law of the land;
tig 10 Taw Courts have decided that they are bind-
Eie thousands of Anglican priests. These
tiy. s are truly amazing productions, and ought to
thoughtful citizens think furiously. The first
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dozen are aimed at Nonconformists, and all but one
ends with a curse, a distinguishing mark of vertebrate
Christianity. If you deny the royal supremacy in
Church affairs you are cursed. If you deny that this
State-manufactured Church is the one and only you
are cursed. If you say that the Prayer Book, and the
Thirty-Nine Articles, are out of harmony with the
Christian Bible you are cursed. And so on, and on,
the curses flow freely in the true spirit of Christian
charity. But that the law of the laud overrides this
old-world barbarous nonsense, everybody who refused
to attend the parish churches would be cursed, and
their names read out in those places of worship, a
lengthy proceeding these days.

Sir Thomas Inskip is a loyal son of this Church,
and he is willing to act as the clerical catspaw. He is
willing that English necks should be placed under the
heel of the priests. Yet it is wrong that priests should
override Democracy. There is no evidence that the
intellect and character of the clergy are such as to
make their guidance infallible. The clergy are simply
a body of men, with doctrines and dogmas that have
their roots in barbarism, and are an anachronism to a
modern people, claiming a place in the State as
though they were of real importance.

Priestly teaching is mischievous. It is a bitter and
a grievous thing that boys and girls, silly women, and
innocent folks, should be taught such antediluvian ig-
norance in the twentieth century that millions of their
fellow countrymen are accursed. All who support the
priests are silly sheep, all who differ are giddy goats.
It is an insult to the spirit of Democracy. Indeed, it
is a matter of rejoicing that nothing worse than curs-
ing can happen to the Nonconformist to-day. In the
Ages of Faith the clergy were pitiless, and heretics
were sent to the torture-chamber and the stake. Here-
sies change in the course of the centuries, but the
heart of the priest is as black as ever. The Protestant
Reformed Religion is the State Church by law estab-
lished. It is an institution protected by Parliament.
If it is to continue, it must not be narrow in dogma,
nor tyrannical in authority. It has become insignifi-
cant through restriction to a band of fanatics who see
eye to eye along the single hair that divides tweedle-
dum from tweedledee.

Mimnermus.

The History of the Alphabet.

The story of the development of the alphabetical
signs is extremely interesting. Few, however, are
those who ever reflect on the origin and meaning of
the twenty-six conventional signs of which our
written and spoken language is composed. It ap-
pears strange that through the various combinations
of twenty-six symbols, all the many millions of vol-
umes, scarcely two alike, in the British Museum, owe
their existence. The Oxford philologist, Max Muller,
once stated that “ by putting together twenty-three
or twenty-four lettters in every possible variety,
we might produce every word that has ever
been used in any language in the world. The
number of these words, taking twenty-three letters
as the basis, would be 25,852,016,738,884,976,640,000,
or, if we took twenty-four, would be
620,448,401,733,239,439,360,000; but, even these
trillions, billions and millions of sounds would not be
words, because they would lack the most important
ingredient— that which makes a word to be a word
— namely, the different ideas by which they are called
into life, and which are expressed differently in
different languages.”

Letters form words, and many of our commonest
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words represent what Trench once termed “ fossil
history.” For example, the word “ book ” is
derived from Anglo-Saxon hoc, a “ beech,” for the
bark of that tree was made into tablets “ on which
written characters were inscribed.” Again, as Clodd
notes in his volume on the Alphabet, that ancient pen
the stylus, “ illustrates the passage of the language
from the concrete to the abstract in its application to
the way in which a writer expresses his ideas. We
speak of his * style,” just as we say, *he wields an
able pen,” this word being derived from the Latin
penna, ‘a feather.” The phrase lapsus calami, ‘a
slip of the pen,” preserves record of the use of a
reed (Latin calamus), which also survives in * quill ’
from OIld English quyelle, ‘ a reed.” ”

The part played by the written word in the pro-
gress of civilization is inestimable. Apart from
human power to treasure and record its manifold
efforts and achievements civilization could neither
have been attained nor preserved. Yet, from humble
beginnings, all the letters of ancient and modern
languages have been elaborated. In many com-
munities, present and past, tangible objects have
been, and are employed as messages or records. Even
with a race so highly cultured as the ancient Peru-
vians knotted cords Known as “ quippus ” served as
aids to memory. Single, double, or multiple knots
represented stated numbers, while the colours of the
quippUs denoted different meanings. Another mne-
monic or memory assisting device was Used by the
Red Indians. This was the wampum, a belt orna-
mented with shells and beads so arranged as to record
events or rights to land. Among ourselves a knot
is sometimes tied in a handkerchief as an aid to
memory. From earliest Egypt to contemporary
savagery, the use of looped and knotted cords as
memory aids is evident. A curious survival of this
primitive practice was the exchequer tally still in use
in the nineteenth century. Indeed, so great was the
accumulation of tally sticks that they were used as
fuel in belated Government offices, and the overheat-
ing of the stoves led to the burning of the Houses of
Parliament in 1834.

Pictorial devices have been extensively utilized
both as records and as aids to memory. As the cen-
turies roll on the picture reaches a representative
stage when it becomes transformed into a symbol, in
which, for instances, an arrow is used to denote an
enemy or a bee is drawn to personify industry.- An
Indian pipe is regarded as an emblem of amity, while
a whip indicates power.

Ideographic characters seemingly arose from the
purely pictorial. An ideograph has been described
as “ a drawing representing not a sound, or even a
word, but an idea. Thus the drawing of a man
with protruding ribs represents famine; of an eye with
tears dropping from it, sorrow.”

From the ideographic, a transitional system was
evolved. Six different communities in various
regions of the globe, while retaining the ideograph,
also introduced symbols of a distinctly phonetic char-
acter, and the two functioned side by side. These
six schemes probably arose independently and com-
prise the Sumerian and Babylonian, the Egyptian,
Hittite, the Chinese; as also the script of the Aztecs
and Mayas of pre-Columbian America.

In order of ascending evolution the phonetic system
next appears. In this stage the phonogram, or sound
representing sign becomes prominent. With a verbal
scheme a sound-sign represents a complete word; in
the syllabic, a sound-sign represents syllables; while,
finally, in an alphabetic scheme a sound-sign is used
for eacli vowel or consonant.
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Reviewing the several stages in order of evou
we note that the pictorial sign suggests the 1
represented. Then the picture sign serving as yis®
picture suggests the name, while in the phonetic
sign functions as an ear picture, which suggess
sound. This phonetic system possesses the impor &
advantage that constant signs are chosen to stan
constant sounds. It is claimed that by these ®¢
‘“ the intellectual progress of the human race w
assured, because only thereby was the preservation
all that is of abiding value made possible. In ' '
the origin of the alphabet was due to the ingen’C™
discovery that, all the words which men utter hem
expressed by a few sounds, symbols of these ¢®
be selected accordingly; hence the twenty-six le
of the alphabet make up the half million words d©
tained in the Oxford Dictionary.” tjie

Much remains to be determined concernmg
primary source of the earliest characters from ~
the English and allied alphabets have been del*
It appears established that the historic Greeks
indebted to the trading and travelling Phoenicia
for their letters. For the Phoenician script certm

dates back very many centuries B.c. Yet it IS .
probable that these letters were indigenous »
Phoenicia. The epoch-making discoveries A

Arthur Evans in Crete make clear the existence .
prehistoric ages of a Minoan system of pictogmP.”
writing. This, in the later Middle Minoan Pef
had developed into an abridged hieroglyphic sﬁém
which, in its turn, became transformed in late 1d110
times into two different kinds of script. _ e
It is therefore quite arguable that the mar]4
Phoenicians may have gained their alphabet from
Minoan peoples of Crete. The excavations
Knossos in Crete not only demonstrate the existed
of a splendid island culture, but also indicate ~
centuries before the Phoenicians went down to the
in ships the Cretan peoples were in constant ¢ ~
munication, both culturally and commercially "1.
Syria, Greece, Egypt, and other near Eastern la° .*

Happily, when the Phoenicians diffused their alp
bet the Greeks were the first recipients of the
Other races that received it, retained it unimpiO”.
The Greeks on the contrary, enriched the then ¢~
sonantal alphabet by adding letters to serve as vo"e
so " that there might be a visible sign for evef
audible sound of the human voice.” Further®10™
they turned superfluous gutturals and sibilants »
useful purposes and completed their improvem”™
by ultimately transposing the Phoenician (Seml
custom of writing from right to left to that of I®L

right. .
Still, the Latin alphabet ranks above all others |r,1
efficiency.  Several scripts, the Phoenician am®"

them,*were once employed in the Italian peninsula
all have perished save the Latin. When once attain/ El
the ascendancy of the Latins made their alpha;
supreme in Italy. It was destined to become LAy
official script of the Roman Empire and thus sPre(
far and near. Later, when made the mouthpiece j
the Catholic Church it was firmly establish
throughout the Western World. Apparently.
earliest Indo-European language comprised tWe
consonants and three vowels (i, a and u). It MIS*
Latin that the e and o were added. Other impr°v
ments were also introduced, but the Ilangl®
lost its purity with the barbarian invasions, |
downfall of Pagan civilization and culture, and
triumph of the Church.

At last civilization re-emerged from the rUl
and there slowly arose from the dialects of 1
Romance races, whose tongue was derived front
language of ancient Rome, the Italian, Frenc
Spanish, Portuguese and Roumanian, as written a
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sPoken to-day. The glories and beauties of French,
Italian, and other Romance literature thus repose on

‘he priceless legacy of language bequeathed by the
batin race of old.

T. F. Palmer.

The Passing of Occultism.

thal”,i° _Feen remarked that biologists are less prone
a»imisPySICISts 1° emhrace spiritism or other mystic or
in(lle.c Ch. Those, in particular, who are engaged
in t|K/ " esrigation of the brain and nervous system are
activif W& °1 learning much about the multifarious
me], '?s. °l the Body-Mind. Of these there is now so
spem airly established knowledge as to render any
cMat; a ural explanation of either physical or mental
A lec(lless and rather absurd.
n mass of infonnation has emerged from the
\yats Inei'tal researches of Pavlov, on Responses; of
1°gist°r’ leacler °f the Behaviourist school of psyclio-
fu S’ of Freud, Jung, McDougall and others. A use-
0 £;/CUnt °f the work is to be found in the Science
of °l Wells and lluxley; and from that book most
The ?7\°'vh'g points have been taken,
shonij ""‘damenlal conclusion involved is, as we
tities cxPecti that body and mind are not distinct en-
Ogani U* are two modes of expression of a unitary
snatgjylll’  Beginning with simple reflexes (e.g., the
coca to,ff away °f the hand from a hot object), we pro-
ay. tle less simple, conditioned responses, brought
tween X interposition of some other influence be-
lling impulse and the simple response. The
definite *n though exhibiting surprisingly few
simp, V RPQltaneous, instinctive responses, shows
of Biiim'2” of el hbises. N fear of shape 6F size
if reng ™ % shown, whether at home or at the Zoo. But
Ifado 11Cdy handed a toy animal while a loud noise is
°hjeet  1C cbilel soon exhibits “ conditioned fear ” of the
siygiv no n°ise is made. Again, a child impul-
slighti r'cs to grasp a lighted candle, but after being
feagjjgT "Unit for a few times, the hand is only partly
injpills Out toward the light, and then not at all. The
pajC las been counteracted by Inhibition,
series °NInT the recognition of a vast and complicated
tiongj 1 SUch events, “ we begin to realize the condi-
aetivitirefl™ as tl,e unlt °f which our higher mental
$ are built up  and that “ the reactions of the
i 0 the stimulations that are constantly streaming
deliCam e sense organs are controlled by a series of

°p| y /Adjusted inhibitory processes.” The two
thr, elements, Excitation and Inhibition, proceed
’H\#ZPOUt the nervous system, and they exercise
tx control of the cerebral hemispheres, the seat of

TIi(VH% mentalitv.
sbieg ring of all this on many of the more con-
Iijtocrl'r“? JIncnlal phenomena is plain and overwhelming.
skep aa*inhibition,” writes Pavlov, “ is but a scattered
tself'y CeP °f groups of cellular structures; and sleep
i'Tadial “hing but internal inhibition which is widely
'Brovi,?L’ extending over the whole hemispheres, and
thel@ the lower centres of the brain as well.” Parts
as rai"
fhonjy]°’n a mother hears the feeble cry of her child
sis RIN "'sefigible W othelr dod Douldér Hai0e8. Ilypno-

B Cnis to be intermediate between sleep and awake-
'tig en general and local inhibition, the controll-
‘vhjie  es °f the cerebral cortex being out of action

keep *,10 lower reflex centres are sufficiently awake to
bo\ver k Pody erect and balanced. Here we note the
c°nf]))O- suggestion, which is, however, by no means
TIIONn hypnotic state.

,rniens '\G ',ave to reckon with the Unconscious, that
discer, wdter of masked, disconnected, normally un-
tendOll 1 dements—apparently a mixture of inborn
i'Hlivi 110R ur"es. appetencies, images, racial and early
thrust ial reemeries, which have sunk, or have been
°nt gf 1O below, because they are painful or at least
mrniony with the normal conscious contents of

They well up in sleep and under some other

and may be brought into consciousness by
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suggestion. They recall the “ fantasies of childhood and
the mythology of savages.”

We have recently become familiar with the fact of
mental conflict between the levels mentioned, and with
the Repression of the lower. Hysteria, for example, “ is
the work of the Unconscious,” and is brought about by
“ inhibition of the controlling centres in the higher
part of the brain, while the lower centres have broken
loose.” Neurasthenia results from more prolonged con-
flict, neither Conscious nor Unconscious being able to get
the mastery.

In some cases conflict results in the well known phen-
omenon Dissociation of Personality. This explains many
of the cases of “ loss of memory ” reported in news-
papers and by the radio, and also, doubtless, many if
not all of the more striking recorded cases of supposed
possession by evil spirits. Such persons “ were in
reality the sport of repressed parts of their own selves
acting through the Unconscious.”

Among other effects of partial inhibition we encounter
Regression, which, in extreme cases, involves the loss
of all memoty of later years and a relapse towards a
worried, childish attitude of irresponsibility, a wish for
the safety of the nursery again—or, it may be, for the
safety of a supposedly infallible church. The counter-
part of regression is Exaltation, a hysterical exaggera-
tion of partial inhibition. “ Many of those who are
called ‘ mystics ’ are the exalted outcome of a distressful
mental conflict.” Here obviously we have the explana-
tion of religious mania of the prophet, the redeemer, the
hot-gospeller, and others who exaggerate out of all
rational proportion one idea, commonly one which is a
merely traditional and wholly uuexamined notion or be-
lief,

Related to these are the victims of a variety of forms
and degrees of insanity, a condition following from in-
hibition, and resulting in loss of contact with reality,
loss of power of logical thought, and “ imprisonment in
self.” Thus we have, for instance, the case of a man,
who on becoming a Freethinker left the Roman Catholic
Church ; who, during his acuter, depressive attacks re-
verted to his former orthodoxy, saying that he was
eternally damned, that he wished to commit suicide, but
refrained because he would in that case go straight to
hell.

As regards some of the phenomena associated with'
modern spiritualism (when not fraudulently produced)
the authors state that there is no reason for believing
that automatic writing is the work of extraneous spirits ;
and the same is true of the “control” of the medium—the
trance-like condition, the altered voice, and the rest.
Both phenomena are explainable by the known facts of
Dissociation of Personality.

Other alleged spiritualistic phenomena are discussed ;
and though no definite denial of the actuality of some
of them is expressed, we note the following in the dis-
cussion of “Materialization and Ectoplasm” : “As Gelcy
implies, the observer is part of the phenomena under
observation. Winch we would extend to this proposi-
tion, that the circle of observation includes all the reality
of the affair.” And in reference to the spiritualistic
seance, in the course of the section, “ The Dog Hypno-
tized,” there is the following significant passage: “ Put
a dog—or a man for that matter—into a darkened room,
with strange and unfamiliar and on the whole, meaning-
less things going on, and heaven knows what disturb-
ances of the normal mental balance may not take place
in his hemispheres.” This is a hint with various implica-
tions; we commend it especially to amateurs in spirit-
ualistic science. *

J. Reeves.

And these religious observations

Only bug-bears to keep the world in fear,
And make men quietly a yoke to bear.

So that religion, of itself a bauble,

Was only found to make us peaceable.

Robert Greene.
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Acid Drops.

That collection of poke-noses, the Public Morality
Council, is promoting a Memorial to the Prime Minister
advocating some measures which only need mention
to our readers to indicate their character and object.
(1) As the proper interpretation of “ obscenity ” is a
matter of opinion steps should be taken to “co-ordinate”
the views of it of all censors and departments “ re-
sponsible for the control of films, plays and publica-
tions.” (2 A body like that recently set up for films
to be set up to act in these matters. (3) A Consulta-
tive Committee to act with the Censor of Plays. With
cynical hypocrisy the Council declares that the appoint-
ment of such Committees on a democratic basis will
make representations of public opinion “ more easily
available.” Precisely what they do not want is public
opinion ; and, if we had a Parliament with a fraction of
the independence that the present mob in their over-
whelming majority could afford to have, it would see
that the Prime Minister treats this Memorial as comin
from those from whom it does emanate, and not as being
in the least worthy of attention as “ representative of
public opinion.”

To some newly ordained ministers, one of the elder
experts of the devil-dodging craft said : “ You are
specialists in God, and therefore you are specialists in
Salvation.” He might better have said, “ You are
specialists in fiction, and your job is to persuade people
that your particular kind of fiction is fact.” That would
have prepared the young fakirs for the unpleasant truth
that nowadays it is very difficult to persuade people to
believe in fairy-tales, especially divine, or “ revealed
ones.

While hospitals everywhere are urgently in need of
money, it is worth noting that it is proposed to build a
cathedral at Guildford costing £200,000. Now,
£200,000 given to the hospitals for the relief of suffer-
ing humanity would do a vast amount of good. But
our ecclesiastics prefer to employ it in an attempt to
please a God which no one can be sure exists
Although, of course, a cathedral may be used for begging
divine aid for the sick, yet human experience has dis
covered that there is more practical help for the suffering
to be had from a hospital than a cathedral. Therefore,
most sensible people will prefer to subscribe to hospitals.

“ The only hope is that- God will do something; we
have no other hope of any kind,” declared a reverend
doctor to some fcllow-craftsmcn. A rather pathetic
hope, that. Seemingly the good man has learned that
modern science has left nothing for God to do, and that
many people are aware of the fact. Of course, the only
hope for the parson lies in the direction of persuading
people that he has found something for God to do. This
is none too easy. God does nothing now. He over-
worked and exhausted himself during the last large war,
in striving to achieve a victory for the Allies at the par-
sons’ special request.

Converts to Christianity in India, declared a mission-
ary, do not all come from the outcaste class. In the
Hyderabad district he had baptized 200 caste converts.
These, he explained, were not of the type of Hindu one
sees as students in England, or represented at the Round
Table Conference. * They were up-country village folk,
many of them illiterate.” Well, the * capture ” seems
hardly worth boasting about in connexion with a re-
ligion that claims to be the most superior of all religions.
But the missionary has to say something to encourage
his ignorant and credulous supporters in this country.
Iti any case, his main hope in India is with the
illiterate, just as the main hope of his brother in Eng-
land is with the semi-illiterate. The wonder is that,
with a religion like Christianity, these hawkers of
“ glad tidings ” don’t do more business than they do, in
either country.
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“ A iie«- r'vn A thinks he knows what England needs.
Tesus  Hi ,Car 7~t'le Purity of Jesus, the dying love of
Glorv-_h 6 *elf'emPtying compassion of the Lord of
thisL S 18 Ellii'land’s need, and the world’s.” Al
mankind i S ~°ry exc*ting. The joke is, however, tret
love of r”QU, at auy tilllc required the alleged "dying
the Lord nf'ri n°r any “ self-emptying compassion of
them N m ?bry-" The that man did require
ancient y,a suPerstitious conjecture based on al
views as t the “ fall” of man and on fae

worlds is nmailh Jlaturf-,. England‘.s. nee%, ar?d tre
> more Christian~stperstition, but less.

has becn appealing for an extension

and museumsl A P-blic art alleries
why S Pr,°PCS of this a contemporary enquires

tepgodpie A8 Tar whrichd L LA PRSP Va2
puts in a plea for evening opening. To this we vﬂg
add the query as to why most galleries and nu> ~
should be closed on Sundays when the people are
work and are free to avail themselves of the know "\
and culture to be obtained from these institutions. i
may add that there is no reason why Sunday °P(§£
need entail any hardship as regards the emp*Q)".
There can be no denying that Sunday is the mos ' j
able day of all for the opening of art galleries ™
museums. But this rich opportunity is denied 0
people because of the parsons’ taboo.

o/thelS S Ib0O,,r

A naturalist has been explaining that many aT\ieS
story can be traced to the beautiful white owl- 2
on perfectly silent wings, and is a ghostly white
tion In the twiliitht of midsommpr. And Its stE
screech is enough to make one’s blood run cold, it ac
is not aware that it is the owl’s hunting cry.

presence of a white owl, also named “ church O‘M»ni <
cause it often nests in church towers. Moreover, %\E
stories of haunted houses are due to these owls, 10 (
young ones, as well as tlicir parents, utter all man
queer snoring and hissing sounds while they arc rc"
or roosting. After this, perhaps one may be alio"
express the hope that our “ psychic experts

never have been made fools of by a white owl.

The Universe sadly admits to one of its corrcsp®,ubl j,
that “it is useless to attempt to argue .with Atheis
the Park.” We don’'t often agree with our F°Ajy
Catholic contemporary, but in this we do most he«
concur. The average Atheist, in the Park or else" The
has nothing but liis, own good reason to argue with-
average Roman Catholic—so he thinks anyway*
Jesus, the Holy Mother, the Pope, God (genera”) ~
this order) all the blessed apostles and a whole gala™”j,
angels to back him in a dispute with the hated m
And they are all “ useless ” against reason!
sion is jrood for the soul sometimes.

N

Every now and then the Lourdes Medical Burea«
show its fervent impartiality refuses “ to make a sp
report ” on an obviously * miraculous ” cure. A
cashire girl had been lying on her back for t"'c j
months with spinal trouble, went to Lourdes, celeb”d
Mass in the Grotto with other pilgrims, and sudd ae
sat up and commenced to walk Unaided. This was
as good an example of God’s intervention as any °.,,t
others, but the Lourdes Medical Bureau i*t t,
think so. We are at a loss to understand why—ex
perhaps, that even in Lourdes there’s a limit soiuetit™
Personally, we should like evidence that Lourdes
cured a really sick-unto-death Cardinal or even ac
inon Bishop. Why just these nobodies whom no one
trace ?

been discuss*' .

Some parsons in Oxford have
/\1

' Christian Sociology "—though both they and
hearers admitted it was most difficult to define,
should think so indeed. The word “ sociology ” Is €
least clear but “ Christian Sociology!” Anyhow, O
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o the rev. gents in a paper on Kingdom
lers,” has discovered that the wor Kingdom is
Is »ot cE this world,” really means, My & Scrip.
a this world”—which is a wonderfu p jring.
i?

turc can be adapted to any age or clime. ,
iom in this world, is that not just pure Secularism

Another rev. gent thought the Oxford movement “one
” /he capital events in the history of England.” It
IU>)c to parsons but we doubt whether one in a hun-
I @ citizens of this country knows anything about
Tjctarianism except its name. But just ask them about
ciiarhe Chaplin or the latest wireless and they will tell
j°u  about them. Except among a few Anglo-Catlio-

thc Oxford Movement is dead, and never could it be
V\EHed again not even with the magic pen of a New-

"feal” V012’ j°urnal has done more or is doing more for
eéver |, Christianity, that is, the “genuine” kind (what-
mwr lat 1s) than the pious Daily Express, but every
fpani, , then, some careless sub-editor allows a para-
i OPass which proves <ot only wivat «all 4s 'not wvell
fi the religious world, but that the great campaign in
u °llr  religion seems to be an utter waste of tune, ¢
tmds an article “Church Bells Call in Vain,” the sub-

. being “Few People Attend Services,” about the
tiny  Sundav a— " "a
agyp<'rigregati°n °t worshippers” at St. Paul's, hardly
the Westminister Abbey, “empty galleries” at
articKty tc’uple and so on. We suggest persuasive
dirj*T are not much good in egging people on to
Qotie jﬂJIy. The best method is to compel them to
6#MAIC- Heavy fines and long imprisonment are ex-

a0 "centives. What about a Beaverbrook campaign
& these lines?

T

lie ,]0 W®ire Belloc does not like Protestant historians

unmtes» actually say so but he looks upon them as
where Roman Catholicism is con-
ii ],is' Motley, for example, simply lied about Spain

treat@] 1lUols Ai-% of thc Dutch Republic. Spain really
Wond Hutch like angels, and 110 doubt Mr. Belloc
to bn”~i8t there, was 110 Massacre of St. Bartholomew,
tiou llink a,'d outraging of Jews, the Spanish Inquisi-
Waud aS siml,lv a kindly court of jovial gentlemen who
he,;»/ torture a fly and so on. Personally we always
Estop ~ at the authorities relied upon by Protestant
ivere lor these “ myths ” were Catholics who
M, 1, ,?UA of what they did, but one is always learning,
k ,, ctoe tells us in the Universe that “ the plain truth
iiioJEr,]aI Jleie common sense in philosophy, mere sound
sijie » and mere straight forward history is upon our

tllat %>upon the Roman Catholic side. And no
»oagenégere are Catholics who will believe such mere

At
pile O{trcat Hampden Church a sporting journalist from

r°’D (.'“y Dcordon dailies gave an address on §-Rioom the
race ti,af . Hrand Stand.” Doubtless his text was “the
set before 11s!” (Heb. xii. 1)

A»
stategq’okinE to a pious contemporary it is “ credibly

% |1’.it ?Iackburne, Archbishop of Yiré( (1724-1743
[ t .
S Sal u

| —Turpin as liis butfer. Blackburive fitnse
Went 1t0 have been chaplain on a pirate ship before he
SpeetaviiO *he same business ashore and in more re-
dispo Premises. As he was a man of “ very jocular
laujr], 10' ” we can imagine his having many a good
tIN r "Mith his butler as they travelled from London on
Jots’ eat North Road, Turpin making notes of likely
legend °r amAushes on the way, which, according to
for he made good use of when he gave up the Bishop
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It is a rare thing now-a-days for a church to be
crowded, so the papers mention that when the Bishop of
Blackburn went to preach at Morecombe “ scores had to
be turned away,” and they had to “ borrow extra chairs
from a near-by hotel.” The proprietor acted on the in-
struction to “ give to him that lendeth and to him that
would borrow turn not thou away.” Also the Hotel prob-
ably opened when the church shut, and there may have
been those who desired to wash down in the former
the dryness they had acquired in the latter place.

A Welsh clergyman complains that some visiting
gypsies to his parish left behind a dead donkey " to
pollute the air.” Perhaps they thought the neighbour-
hood of the church a suitable place for a miracle! And
it is not given to everyone to have seen a dead donkey.

An aristocratic disciple of Spiritualism informs the
world that “ Earthly existence is but a school; it teaches
us the laws of God.” This is a useful sort of revelation.
It reveals the fact that our informant hasn’t advanced
mentally beyond the school age. The world will be but
a vast lunatic asylum when everyone believes that earthly
existence is a school, and that the only true instructors,
guides and philosophers are Spiritualistic mediums.

In defence of the modern “ pagan,” a woman reader of
the Daily Herald says she has been married to a “ pagan”
for twelve years, and has never known him to be unkind
or do wrong to anything. Her conclusion is that, “ It
certainly isn’t going to church that makes us good.”
Quite so. But the advantage of going to church is that it
makes one believe one is better than other people, be-
cause one’s “ sins ” have been forgiven and one is now a
special pet of God Almighty.

The Roman Catholics at I'eaecedown have given the
Bath Rural District Council an awkward matter to tackle.
A very “ realistic 7 life-sized Crucifix has been erected
within the railings of the Catholic chapel at that place,
but facing the road, and immediately opposite the house
of a Mr. Filer, who complains that “ his wife, who is in
a delicate state of health,” cannot look out of the window
without this thing “ getting on her nerves.” At the
Council meeting it was stated that the crucifix had
“ frightened several people especially at dusk.” Even
a parson present had to admit that the figure was
“ causing distress.” The Clerk having announced that as
the erection was on ground belonging to the chapel and
inside its own fence the Council could take no action, he
was instructed to write to the Roman Catholic authorities
on the subject. The crucifix is a hideous object any-
where ; but it is not often that it scares anyone in this
country. Why it should scare any Christian is beyond
explaining—at least on Christian grounds.

The difficulties of Anglo-Catholic priests in making the
Communion Service in the Prayer Book conform to the
requirements for Mass were the subject of an animated
discussion at a recent Convention of these gently. We
gather that it is their practise to inaudibly mumble the
necessary additions in Latin from the Roman Missal, but,
even so, neither the first or second Prayer Book, nor the
form suggested in the “ revised ” one that Parliament
refused to sanction, really satisfies them. A long and
acrimonious correspondence on this subject has been
going on in the Church Times, and referring to it, a
speaker at the Convention said : “ not content with wash-
ing our dirty linen at the parish pump we send weekly
bundles of it to be laundered in Portugal Street in the
presence of the whole Anglo-Catholic community.” The
contending writers certainly having been fighting like—
Christians. This is no doubt unedifying for the faithful.
The joke of the whole silly business is that every one of
these men knows that what he hopefully calls his
“ fellow-Catholics ” of the Roman communion, and their
Pope, hold that he is no more competent to say Mass
(or to perform the miracle of transubstantiation) than the
most illiterate lay preacher among the Methodists.



536

The Rev. H. Glew, Vicar of Holy Trinity, Sydenham,
preached on “ The Christian message in an age of re-
jection.” It seems to him that “ modern knowledge
has completely overshadowed Christianity.” He con-
fesses that “ it is an indisputable but disconcerting fact
that Christianity has contributed little to the ever-grow-
ing volume of scientific truth,” and “ Christianity seems
to have no real place in the world.” When he comes to
tell us what he proposes to do about this grave, and from
his point of view alarming position, Mr. Glew, if he will
pardon us a sorry pun, seems to get stuck. He tells us
he can offer something “ of far more value than the pro-
ducts of this scientific age,” namely “ a gift of new life
through God," which will enable us to “ take and use
these fascinating goods of science for the uplift of man-
kind.” Man, it is to be observed, provides the “ fascin-
ating goods ”; God provides a “ new life” which,
strangely enough, “ does not seem to have any real place
in modern life,” and every unit of this life, according to
Mr. Glew, “ can be reduced to about thirty shillings-
worth of garden fertiliser ” per head!

That necessity is the mother of invention is illustrated
in an address recently delivered by the Rector of Spital-
fields, Rev. Colin C. Kerr. The Church, he says, to-day
presents “ a very depressing picture,” a picture of “ ad-
mitted failure.” How has this come about? It has not
happened suddenly but over a long period of years it has
got worse and worse. This is the Vicar’s clever explana-
tion. “ In Deism the world seemed to lose its sense of
God’s interest. In Evolution the world seemed to lose
its sense of God’s nearness. And in the modern relativ-
istic interpretation of life man has lost all sense of God’s
authority.” Now, says the Vicar, “ when the world
is crying for something absolute is the opportunity for
the Church to step in.” The man in the street, according
to Mr. Kerr, says “ Give me a man and | will believe in
him. Give me a God and | will believe in Him. But a
God who is fallible, and a man who is infallible and
claims Deity, that is outside my comprehension.” What
sort of God, then, does Mr. Kerr offer him? We are sorry
to say it is the old one who, “ by an absolute act ” the
“ atoning death of Jesus Christ” has “ fixed once and
for ever the relationship between Him and the believer.”
The clergymen, to whom this address was delivered,
may think this is what the man in the street is after; but
we should like to meet the man in the street in Spital-
fields who has rejected relativity and accepted Mr.
Kerr’'s ” absolute.”

From a returned missionary we learn that, “Whatever
the man-in-the-strect thinks [about the Christian re-
ligion] in this country, the man-in-the-street in West
Africa is asking admission into the Church.” More
picturesquely, he might have said that the West African
is pathetically eager to don the cast-off clothes of the
European. That would have caused great exhilaration
among the simple souls who support foreign missions.

Some people arc very easily impressed—or they pre-
tend to be. Thus, the editor of the Bristol Evening
World is deeply impressed by the fact of some twenty
thousand people gathering at the “ Rock of Ages "—
after considerable organizing and advertising to sing
the famous hymn of that name. He says it proves that
“ there is a definite desire for devotion in the hearts of
men and women.” Wonderfull As though the same
kind of crowd would not gather to see a man hung, to
witness a royal procession, to catch a glimpse of a film
star, or for a thousand other things that attract an un-
intelligent public.

In the New South Wales Cabinet, we learn, are three
staunch Methodists—the new Premier, the Minister for
Education, and the Honorary Minister in charge of Social
Services. With three special pets of God in it, the
Cabinet ought to work wonders. But we venture to
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as 1 ~ Uld Prove to be just about as wise or

O far nl1fS any other Cabinet. We haven't dosened,
intMi;” 13 udds auj-thing to a politician’s native

stitnfp&fnCC-? | ' visdO1” >oi" that it serves as a good sb-

imr  \°i lutelhgence and wisdom when these are ladk-
dnm nir n ' 3 fcr ?7N’ frem the intelligence and wb-
vniifnrr - S ~clans that a country derives its best ad-

iio-TnNnw as rc.?ards sound government. If piety does
wint ™ tOWarf* adfli]I8 to a politician’s mental assts,
Tietv ? Tbe on,y People likely to benefit from

can be tr,Pf'w lanS_are Parsons-_ The pious politician
trusted to safeguard the privileges of parsons.

Episcopal habiliments have often been the butt
wits. One of them was a slum boy who pitied t«

pore old bloke who ’'ad to tie up ’is ’'at with bits O
string.” Another was the cartoonist in Oxford
when Dr. llorton, then at New College and thinking*
the ministry, said, “ | will wear no clothes to disti
oie from ey Bl Alien,” diepieted the sfee
divine stripped for a bathe in the river with the > a
mentioned “ caption ” to the sketch. This will sc™ ™
frivolous treatment of the subject to our contewp ~
the English Churchman, which is much troubled J
“ ostentation that marks the doings of Bishops
other Church dignitaries.” When the “ Bishops
up and pose in mitres and gaudy vestments
alienate “ not only the 'masses,” but many 0 /xf
‘classes.”” There is not much to chose in the 1
of ostentation between the outdoor rig of a Bish°P ~
his canonical outfit. The former is, indeed, rather a
likely to do harm than the latter, as is instance!
recorded case in which a Bishop, visiting a p°°
trict, dismissed his car as the boundary and lirx [”
on foot in order to suggest that he “ padded the ~
like ordinary citizens. By the time lie arrived a (
local vicarage he had a boisterous and caustic cSt°rear.
small boys much interested in his legs and head £
The way of the righteous is hard!

Ahey

Councillor Harry Cunningham, of Sheffield {‘]n'am
quite a good specimen of a particular type of Chri__ ..
Speaking at a meeting of the Oxford Group No‘ﬁ%jm
held in Sheffield he emphasized the good that had
from his surrendering himself to Christ. Christ, he « ~
was the best business man he knew. .Since he #
“ surrendered ” himself “ my bills have gone up ~

than down.” One must add that Mr. Cunningham j
referring to llic bills he served on his customers, ~
o N

those he received from him. It was only after Ins
render ” that he discovered he had not been charc Jy
enough. Now that is an attitude that is ceda ™
characteristic of one type of Christian. Christ and ¢
Our Empire has been largely built up by men who 1
found divinity and dividends two sides of the &
thing.

Fifty Years Ago.

The masses of men do not think freely. They 2R
think at all out of their round of business. aC
trained not to think. From the cradle to the £'].
orthodoxy has them in its clutches. Their religl®|/ML
settled by priests, and their political and social nn j|)
tions by custom. They look askance at the mail .t
dares to question what is established, not reflecting
all orthodoxies were once heterodox, that without 1 1
ration there could never have been any progress, ‘ .k
that if inquisitive fellows had not gone prying idQLl je
forbidden quarters ages ago, the world would sti 1
peopled by savages dressed in nakedness, war-paint, *
feathers.  The mental stultification which bcgi®a O
youth reaches ossification as men grow older. I<C
thought ends in incapacity to think.

The ‘* Freethinker,” August 20, ™ 2
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

C. Richards and J. EtSEY.—Many thanks for names,
Paper being sent.

1' W. Haughton—Thanks for cuttings.
see your “ fist ” among our letters.

Moss.—Glad to learn you received so much benefit
your holiday. Thanks for what you say in your

Always pleased to

from
letter.

W Whitburn—The “ Rock of Ages ” business is too silly
ftr words.  But where some forms of religion are on the
earpet stupidity is bound to reign.

leE. Papps— It is very difficult to say exactly what would

p lUePful, hut we are sending a c0||:)y of the Revenues of
Religion, which should prove useful.

V' Kixnair—You will probably find much that you need
M Revenues of Religion.

d%ea ion.—You acted with courage and common-sense m
Y What you did. There can only be a law, or bye-law
agaInst annoyance in such cases.

' Freethinker” is supplied to the trade on sale or
J 'im- Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
ported to this office.

StrffiJar Society, Limited Office is at 62 Farringdon
N et>London, E.C.4.

StrMtiOnal Secular Society's Office is at 62 Farringdon
et London, E.C.4.

f°r the Editor of the " Freethinker" should be
. €ssed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

oxi > *ertitces of the National Secular Society in con-

"iUfn Nith Secular Burial Services are required, all com-

BosetHIiONS should he addressed to the Secretary, R. H.
0 giving as long notice as possible.

b y who send us newspapers would enhance the favour

~Nc PassaSes to which they wish us to call

7or ~erature should be sent to the Business Manager
»N, le Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
T t not to the Editor.

Wshti?reet,linkcr ” will be forwarded direct from the pub-
Onen8 °ffice at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—

Al £Iyear, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

"Ty "> arr Eosfai Orders should be made payable to
On*? Pioneer Press,” and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Unwell Branch.”

Be » n°tices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be

Sugar Plums.

of%ée .p,Cll(jraI Secretary N.S.S. will be away from the

foatto °r .:I few ‘lays, during which only important

e’rr s WU be dealt with. Any delay in dealing with
Evidence will be due to that reason.

Cfifi™ u°t often that we get a frank statement from
survic’” . sources of that hostility to learning which still
tfie S.es,in clerical circles. Books actually published by
I5e fO™ cut Christian Movement Press and written by
>n t], _mer Principal of a Christian College are reviewed
joutfit Church of England Newspaper by Dr. Margol-
rnSLHs f Is gentleman says “ whatever the negative
Tavo ° 10 Higher Criticism its positive conclusions
stability.”  The books deal with Religious

listOr \ f10L1 Moses to Christ, and with the Religious
Christ: 7srael, and deal with these subjects from a
llr. A an Point of view, but do not ignore scholarship,
intro”Noliouth “ would not like to be responsible for
that <tcin& them into a Sunday School,” and declares
icgllitOut sacred books, like Homer’s lliad and Odyssey,
°f tfie IxPurgation before they are put into the hands
fotlior AlsO>he says that, “ on the question
taughtr ~Je OIld Testament should op should not be
11 Schools 1 sec no occasion to express an opinion.
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Taught in this way ” (i.e., in the light of modern know-
ledge) “ it is clearly a menace to religion, to morality,
and to logical thinking.” A pretty admission to come
from a theologian in a religious newspaper.

The Sunderland Branch N.S.S. has been busy in the
columns of the local press, and some very pointed
letters from the Branch Secretary and others have ap-
peared. From the defence it would seem, the only
chance God and Faith have of getting a look in at
Sunderland is by suppressing the local N.S.S. Branch’s
activity. Is it not easy to understand why the
Churches and Christianity attract C3 intellects and
characters.

Will members and friends of the Bethnal Green Branch
N.S.S. please note the name and address of the new
Secretary is Mr. C. Samuels, 436 Hackney Road, Lon-
don, E.2, who is very keen on getting the Branch into
full working order and usefulness. Meetings are held
every Sunday afternoon in Victoria Park, at 3.15, and
all interested in the movement in that area are asked to
get in touch with the Secretary.

The unfortunate condition of the coal industry leaves
the miner and pit workers with a deal of spare time. The
Ashington and District Branch of the N.S.S. is trying to
form a Branch Library as a means of usefully employing
the spare time of its members and friends. Gifts of suit-
able books would be gratefully received by the local
Secretary, Mr. J. H. English, 7 Railway Row, North
Seaton Colliery, Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, Northumberland.

Mr. G. Whitehead reports a scries of good meetings in
Birmingham, at which Messrs. Smith, Millington and
Dobson gave very useful help. Swansea is now the
centre of activity, and with a decided keenness in the
revived local Branch Mr. Whitehead contemplates some
real good work being done during his visit. From
Swansea the tour will be extended to Cardiff, where Mr.
Whitehead will address meetings at Pentyrch »Street,
Cathays, from August 29 until September 2, at 7.30 each
evening.

»Some surprise was recently expressed that a man of
Dr. Orchard’s jiepsonality should contemplate becom-
ing a Roman Catholic priest. llow can any man of in-
telligence occupy the position, the ex-officio posi-
tion, in which every priest finds himself. If the late
Father Tyrrell is to be believed—and lie was noted for
his veracity—that position is as follows :—

The Catholic, ;r)]riest is but the Church’'s delegate.
Every word that he utters at the altar, nay, every little
gesture and intonation is prescribed for him by the
Christian republic not merely of to-day, but of the ages
past; and even though the setting be his own, yet the
doctrine that he sets forth in the pulpit is not his own,
but that of the Church who sent him, whose mouth-
piece he is. Were he a reprobate or an unbeliever lie
might be guilty of sacrilege in preaching and praying,
but not of insincerity or hypocrisy since he is under-
stood to speak not in his own name but in the Church’s.
The very vestments in which she blots out his personality
when he approaches the altar are an indication of her
desire that in his official work he should put off himself
and put on the Church. (Hard Sayings, p. 405)

Comment would be superfluous.

EXPEDIENCE.

In writtin’ a man should go tollable strong

Agin wrong in the abstract, fer that kind o’ wrong
Is oilers unpop’lar an’ never gits pitied

Because its a crime no one never committed :

But he mus’'n’t be hard on pertickler sins

Coz then he’ll be kickin’ the people’s own shins.

/. R. Lowell.
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Criticism and the Bible.

Was Yahwe Originally a National God?

n.

T hat the mode of life of the Hebrews must have been
comparable with the mode of life of the old Arabs,
follows from the fact of their similar organization in
tribes and families. Among the Arabians before, and
at the time of, Mohammed, the tribe was divided into
a number of gentes or totem groups called Botun
(singular, Batn) meaning the belly, since the mem-
bers of those gentes considered themselves as having
sprung out of one and the same maternal belly.
Hence, those belonging to the same gens or batn were

known as Lohum, meaning, “ of like flesh.” Most
of those botun were named after animals, like the
gerites of the North American Indians. We find

frequently mentioned gentes or botun with the names
Asad (the lion), Jada (sheep), Hamama (dove), Bakr
(young camel), etc., etc. Each such batn had its
ancestor god, who was often thought of in the form of
the animal after which the batn called itself, or who
at least temporarily took the form of this animal. He
was held to be the father of his batn, and all the re-
lated people in the batn were considered to be his
posterity. Consequently, they characterized them-
selves as the progeny of their ancestor god; for ex-
ample, “ Banu ” Asad, the children of the lion,
“Banu” Jada, children of the sheep, etc. The word
“Banu” has in this sense the same meaning as the
Welsh “A]),” or the Scottish “Mac,” or the Irish
“0,” as for example “Ap Rhys,” the son of Rhys;
Macdonald, the son of Donald; O’Brien, the son of
Brien; only “Banu” is plural and designates the
whole of the descendants.

Every batn was in turn divided into a number of
smaller kinship groups called “ Hayy,” which may be
regarded as households and camps (strictly, the word
means common life), and which correspond to the
patriarchal large families that we find among most of
the nomad peoples. Each hayy had its leader (family
patriarch), as well as its household or family ancestor-
god. Within the larger circles of the tribe and gens, it
possessed its particular grazing place and watering
place. All the members of the “ hayy ” were held to
be closely blood-related with one another and had
among other obligations that of mutual assistance and
blood-revenge.

The e\d Hebrew kinship-organization corresponds
precisely to that of the old Arabs. The Hebrew tribe
(Shebet) was divided into a number of larger and
smaller gentes (mispacha) which, in turn, were sub-
divided into a number of smaller units. This smaller
organization was known as the house of the father or
father’s house. The author of the ninth chapter of
the Book of Judges, speaks of “ Abimelech the son of
.Terub-baal,” who “ went to Shechem unto his mother’s
brethren, and communed with them, and with all the
family of the house of his mother’s father.” 13

How these gentes were constituted at the time of
the desert life, we do not know; but still we know
that in the first centuries after the settlement in
Canaan, each mispaclia had its particular district,
which was under the direction of the chief of the gens,
and its particular gentile or local god. The mispacha
was at the same time a gentile, a territorial and a cult
association. We find these gentes mentioned in many
places in the Book of Moses, particularly Genesis, as

15Judges ix. 1. Compare also i Kings viii. i. The ex-
pressions “ mother’s brethren ” and “ mother’s father ” in
the quotation from Judges, refer to the practice of the
Imatrlilineal reckoning of descent which preceded the patri-
ineal.
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well as in the Books of Judges, Samuel, EIU >
and Chronicles. Take, for example, a passage in
Book of Samuel:—
. . . Now therefore present yourselves before
Lord by your tribes, and by your thousands. n
And when Samuel had caused all the e
Israel to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was a*
When he had caused the tribe of Benjamin to ¢
near by their families, the family of Matri was a
and Saul the son of Kish was taken : . ¢ -u
In this very explicit and typical description, W
that, first, the tribe is drawn out, then the genS r
the tribe— the gens Matri—and then out of one
patriarchal households of the gens—Kish—the 1
vidual, Saul, is selected. ef
In the preceding chapter, as also in the first cn P
of the same book, there are passages referring to
territorial aspect of the mispacha. “ The la
Zuph ” was the district of the mispacha “ Zupi-
For the fact that the mispacha was a religious a0Ce
tion, there are also many corroborating passages,
most interesting of which is to be found in the
Book of Samuel, in verses six and twenty-nine o
twentieth chapter. David requests his closest t
Jonathan to excuse his absence to King Saul: J
If thy father at all miss me, then say, "at0
earnestly asked leave of me that he might
Betli-lehem his city; for there is a yearly sac
there for all the family. n
Jonathan duly conveyed David’'s excuse to
father, namely, that David’s mispacha was celebra »
a gentile sacrifice in the native place of this gellS\ jn
that his gentile brethren had summoned him to jO'1
the celebration. What kind of gentile gods t1
were, the cited passages unfortunately do not
But it is clear enough from other passages that
are to be understood as the teraphim. ©
Yet another characteristic passage with reference
the existence of the local gentile cult, is contain# ~
the twenty-sixth chapter of the first Book of Sami”
verse nineteen. David is complaining bitterly
Saul because the latter continued to persecute hinb
that he was compelled to leave his native place
seek refuge among strangers.
For they have driven me out this day from £
in the inheritance of the Lord, saying, “ Go s
other gods.” i
To leave the land of his mispacha, to be an .o&
among strangers, was equivalent to leaving his £
and serving other gods. A world-god can be
shipped anywhere. A national god of the mofl® jj
istic type, as Yahwe is claimed to have been,
have been accessible anywhere, at least “ from *f
to Beersheba.” That was not, however, the kin
god which is at stake in such passages as those L
Here we have before us a cult which is insepa™
hound up, not with a nation but with a tribal or »
ship group and the place where this group ~
The basis of a nation or state is territory and r u
perty. It is a political organization. The basis ©
gens or mispacha is kinship. A national g°d 5"
political god. The god of a gens is an ancestor-? ..
Only those can worship him who are of him, °*
blood, i.e., of the gens. o
The members of the Hebrew mispacha, like those
its Arabian counterpart, the batn, regarded them#; <
as blood-related and pledged to blood-revenge. &i
larly, they derive their existence from a common °r’
nal ancestor who, as the word “el” which was ot
appended to his names shows, was thought of &S
god. The members of the mispacha considered t*1
selves as the posterity of this god. However, ,

14 i Samuel x. 19, 20, 21. The term “ families, « 5
a gens or mispacha, therefore, the tribe of Benjamin
near, by their gentes.

151 Samuel ix. 5:i. L
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word, Beni, which is used in the Hebrew and which
corresponds to the sense of the Arabian word, Banu,
"as applied not only to the posterity of the original
ancestor of the gens but also to the whole of a tribe,
inie and again, we come across expressions in the
K Testament, such as, Beni-Juda, Beni-Joseph, Beni-
Aaphtali, Beni-Dan, Beni-Gad, Beni-Israel and, among
otliers, even Beni-Yahwe. In the English translation
0.”7Ve Bible, these expressions are mostly translated
"Mth the words, children of Judah, children of Joseph,
ad 50 on. The expressions characterize the entire
descendants of a tribal father, or tribal mother, as in
“’erases, for example, of Beni-Leah, and Beni-Rachel.

Under the title, Beni-Yahwe, children of Yahwe, is
” De understood not only the mere worshippers of
ralnve in the Biblical meaning of the word, but the
Posterity directly produced by him, in exactly the
Sri(- way as the Beni-Chemosh are to be understood
w tlle flesh-and-blood progeny of the god of the
" rabites, Chemosh, or the Beni- Milcom as those of
iti Com the god of the Ammonites. In the so-called
a(?l?’legd of Closes ” in Deuteronomy, it is still

b not he (Yahwe) thy father that hath bought thee ?
ath he not made thee, and established thee ?
the @nother part of the Hebrew constitution we find
I~ WkeNge of the father  or patriarchal large family,
AP, in contradistinction to the modern single fami y.
, Othis large family belonged, besides the father of the
'*Wse with his wives and children, also his sons and
~Nandsons with their wives and children, as well as
e Elvants and slaves, at least in as far as the latter
,.er° circumcized and therefore qualified for participa-
«6 «hi the Passover.l7 In those family households
hather ” was absolute lord and master. Wives
%a&hﬂdren were looked upon as his property. He
slaveg tlirn his wife away and sell his children as
tidies’ Wren't suited him. He appears, in the oldest
hactor tO “tave even had the right of punishing a re-
coUscy 5011 hy killing him. This right was in the
°t time more and more circumscribed, and
Acc *rans”erred to a judicial body.18

c°Ustit°r eng to the legend, Moses introduced into the
Siiijs , 10n of his people a division according to tliou-
nigjjt’ 1Ul(Ireds and tens.l’ In any case, this arrange-
ffya in the closest connexion with the kinship
take f,Zat’>n.  Some Christian and Jewish theologians
a _ e VleWthat this division is only to be regarded
divt;\io(ri of 3 n:lilitgry character, like the modern
tali Ol armies into divisions, brigades and bat-
aCC;lEﬁ{ That assumption is contradicted by the
Pears  “Mven in the Bible, where this division ap
tion A¥*O*us a military j»reparation. but as an institu-
fiirtj °r adnrinistrative purposes; and there are,
iherrt” . several other passages in the Old Testa-
" tllaMWlich coufiem this account, and in which the
trativ 1S3°d ” 1S specifically mentioned as an adminis-
tlie (Istrict. Micali speaks of Beth-lehem being
Amosniallest " amon& the thousands of Judah.” D
thoi,Sar'red’cts Umt “ the city that went out by the
forth' nc shall leave an hundred, and that which went
Pth~ra * 'nclred shall leave ten.” 3L In the chapter
dr”jj Irst Book of Samuel to which we have already
3 co.; atte«tion, the expression “ thousand ” is used
With exte«sive with mispacha. We may, therefore,
°ther acurity assume that just as was the case with
c’ples, of whom we have had evidence that

onomy Xxxii. 6.
1" sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ” or “ holy com-
ir) s a Christianized edition of the Jewish “passover.
ia ratfironomy xxi. 1821
10 XJlus xviii. 21-26.
,, Jl'cah

kil ' .
kave g%.\ﬁ 3- “ Went out” in the sense of began, and
lu the sense of end.
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they possessed this division into thousands, hundreds
and tens, e.g., Tatars and old Peruvians, so with the
Hebrews this division coincided with the gentile struc-
ture, the tens corresponding to the paternal house-
holds, the hundreds to the smaller or daughter gentes,
and the thousands to the larger or mother gentes
(phratries).

If, then, at the time of their nomad career, the
Hebrews were not constituted as a nation but were
split up into tribes and gentes, all talk about their
having a national god, Yahwe, and about their being
organized in the desert into a nation with a uniform
law and a unitary cult, is simply idle tittle-tattle. No-
where in the world have such'shepherd-peoples been
found united into a durable national organization.
Even the tribe itself is, in many cases, a fairly loose
structure, especially where geographical conditions—
in relation to the existing economy and technique—
are unfavourable to a close and continuous intercourse
between the individual kinship groups. The gravitat-
ing centre lies in the gens or large family. The claim
therefore that the Hebrews while they were living in
the desert as herdsmen had worshipped a national god,
amounts to the same thing as asserting that while the
Hebrews were not as yet a nation, they had, neverthe-
less, a national god. W.ith that kind of freakish logic
one could assert that before there were trade unions
there were trade-union officials, or that before there
were houses there were towns!

W. Craik.
(To be concluded.)

On Zeal for Trifles.

Zeai. and bigotry are a case of being “ alike, but oh how
different.” One is a necessity of all propagandist effort,
the other is a bane of many good causes.  Now-a-days
there is no excess of zeal, especially in advanced causes.
Some readers may recall a scene in Richard Whiteing’s
Ring in the New, in which one old Chartist, who was
“out ” at Kennington Common, tells some home truths
to a polite assembly of drawing-room .Socialists. “You're
all right, mates,” he said, “ You've got the learning, you
‘ave. You can read books in French, I'm told; aye,
and talk like books on your own account. You've got
the starch in ycr; and the way you carry your upper lip
is a sight to see. But 'ow about your entrails? Are ye
ready to fight for it?” Zeal, however, is not only a
characteristic of fighting. It may be displayed to better
purjxrse in reasoned passivity. In this aspect of courage
to stand alone it is rare, and sometimes more a matter
of discretion than of dogma as in the case of the
cobbler sticking to his last. A good example of this may
be found in Dr. Irvine’s sketches of Ulster Folk. lie
found a cobbler in Belfast who declined to be interested
in either King William or the Pope, that is to say, in
the sectarian feuds of his neighbours. He was asked
“ How'd ye like t’live undthcr th’ rule of tli’ Pope?”
And replied, “ If th’ Queen liv'd at wan end or th’ street,
and th’ Pope at th’ other, it wouldn’t make onny differ-
ence t'me. Their ould boots wud never come down our
entry t'git mended.”

Many are they who have zeal but not according to
knowledge. Zealous folk of tin's sort may easily be swept
from one enthusiasm to another according to the preva-
lent wind, and opportunists, eager upon the chance of
the moment, may have any amount of zest, but nothing
that can be dignified as zeal. Such zealots hold only that
cynical creed of which the author of the Piglow Papers
has given several adequate descriptions :—

" ... tiler's a wonderful power in latitude

To shift a man’s morril relations an’ attitude;

Some fiossifers think thet a fakilly’s granted

The minnit it’s proved to be thoroughly wanted,

Thet a change 0’ demand makes a change o’ condition,

An’ thet everythin's nothin’ except by position.”
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Again,
“ . v. never say nothin’ without you're compelled to,

An’ then don’t say nothin’ thet you can be held tu\”
Even the most zealous of political partizans are not im-
pervious to the principle that

“ The fust thing for sound politicians to larn is,
Thet Truth, to dror kindly in all sorts o’ harness,
Mus’ be kep’ in the abstract for, come to apply it,
You're ept to hurt some folks’s interists by it.”

Is it not the case that a clear comprehension of free-
thinking is at once a great impetus to zeal in its highest
signification, and a sure safeguard against both bigotry
and that false “ loyalty ” which is the main ingredient of
spurious and shallow enthusiasm?  Once a man has
recognized that, while there can be no limit to the march
of human knowledge, there are obvious limits to the
knowledge which one man can acquire, he will be care-
ful to preserve the sense of intellectual and controversial
proportion. He will leave faddists and fanatics to
wrangle about matters of no account with those who have
nothing better to do. He will keep to the main road,
more concerned with the destination than with the scenery
by the way. Time will not allow, and temper will not
incline to turning up every crooked lane or to examine
every antique delapidation en route. These may be at-
tended to when we are free to ramble at leisure, and give
an hour to aught that may chance. But the main road
(especially in these days when mental as well as material
traffic increases in bulk and pace), is no place for
ramblers.

Freethought, above all causes, demands and provides
for its service a zeal which is not perverted or diverted
by the minor irrelevances and intolerances of political and
theological disputation. In its contentions we may in-
deed

“ do as adversaries do in law
Strike mightily, but eat and drink as friends.”

but with the difference that, unlike lawyers, our con-
tentions are concerned not with the rights of persons who
have conflicting claims on our services, but with those
rights of men more fundamental than any conferred or
conferable by law. The main object of law is to restrain
liberty. The essence of Freethought is to maintain and
to extend it. It is little enough that anyone of us can
accomplish at best, and if “ eternal vigilance is the price
of liberty,” the highest zeal in its service is that difficult
and steady persistence which is superior to all the effer-
vescent enthusiasms artificially stimulated by transitory
" stunts,” dying “ creeds ” and rancid tyrannies.

The distinction between a zealous Freethinker and a

zealous Christian, or a zealous politician, is that
one is concerned first with ideas while the
others are concerned first with their own ideas.

The only intolerance that is not evil is the intolerance of
Truth; the intolerance of the sectarian, religious or secu-
lar, is the intolerance of trifles. And how much time some
otherwise worthy folk fritter away on the latter. To them
we commend the fine indifference set forth in one of the
raciest books ever written in our language, Tristram
Shandy. " Sir, have not the wisest of men in all ages,
not excepting Solomon himself, have they not had their
hobby horses—their running horses—their coins and
their cockle shells, their drums and their trumpets, their
fiddles and their pallets—their maggots and their butter-
flies?—and so long as a man rides bis hobby horse peace-
ably and quietly along the King’s highway, and neither
compels you or me to get up behind him—pray, Sir, what
have either you or | to do with it?”

Aian Handsacre.

To subject the vast majority to despotic regimentation
by reason of the shortcomings of the few, is foolish
tyranny.—The late II. M. llyndman.

The great danger of twentieth century biography is
its unwillingness to accept any man’s character save at
the valuation of his most cautious relatives.

Sir Edmond Gosse.
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Bronte Sisters—Heretics.

(Concluded from page 524.)

This quiet clergyman's daughter, always hearing o
of Dissenters, at last became a broad dissentient

She was sensitive to the stupidities and tigbt-lace
ventional opinion that passed for culture on the ffl
uplands of West Yorks. She was prepared to ac
ledge to herself the unlikeness of life to the a ~
presentation of life, and she certainly perceived the
conqueror of evil in the slow course of the evolving
cesses of nature, and the reward that conduct O ™
brings to him that lives true to himself. Listen n
stoical assertion that rings more honest than ~
be thought possible for the daughter of an lIrish rc L
man, were she not brave in her apostacy

Through life’s hard task | did not ask
Celestial aid, celestial cheer :
| saw my fate without its mask,
And met it too without a tear. raiin
The instinct inbred in her to revolt from the
ism was however imperfect, and her life too res ™
for her to be aware of the great changes i
drawing on a religious tormented world. From her .
vinism Emily learned that every unchecked eWﬂlﬁ)t
dency must bring its expiation, but for her pum fQ.
was not a cure; the cure was to be found in t

rection of perverted instincts of childhood. Ev' , ge
will only bring evil human contamination, and G
felt, who was the fount of life, would not condo
everlasting fire the innocent “ lost.” gwe

The eldest daughter of the Bronte family was. 1y &
years of age when her father took up his min' '
Haworth, that old parsonage with antovercrowded £
yard, dull in environment and melancholy, fit SOy
the breeding of ineradicable religious tendencies'
two sisters were born in the parsonage, and tee

mother died.
Jred

life of the house as housekeeper. Life was QP
enough. The inexorably strict father diseipfillC pit
well, and for relaxation they had a walk aero
solitary moors with their dog. Cle
Charlotte’s adventures were tinged deeply wifil @
ciasticism. She found her curate Donne, in the
Shirley, in the person of the Rev. Joseph Brett  ”jjic
hope village, who wore his shoes out in trampm*
country-side to gather subscriptions for his church) n
too, she had an adventure, or what would Bg °r
those days, with the young Irish curate of _;fd
Church near Colne, away over the moors. Sbe 1/r.’
the Rev. A. B. Nicliolls, a good ordinary man,
she protested in her last moment that:— ,

"He will not separate us; we have beeu so hapPF

Dutifully the sisters taught in the drab ,"agtle
School which fronts the graveyard, and one can
the tenor of their Sundays: Church, dinner, v ptil
School, a walk, tea, some reading in the Bible or
yan, Shakespeare maybe, .Scott, Addison and t1 7jjr
temporary poets and preachers whose works feul
way to the parsonage. S

When Charlotte’s mind had matured its conC7 n
of those religious matters it rested halfway betw Q)
positions of her two sisters. When one reads ratl>g
spoken condemnation of the results of Roman u m
ism, which she had the opportunity of studyruff ed
Pensionnat at Brussels, one may deduct much C
her tight Protestant upbringing, but still there
main a large amount of truth detached from P pet*
ship. Possibly, too, Charlotte, by her Brussels ~jjt-
ences came nearest to obtaining a broad view O
ianity, and certainly her attitude in after life wa™ gji’
other than tolerant to the minor “Protestants. n
looked with a critical eye on the Church of
doubtless judging over-greatly by those represc -t
of that Church that surrounded her : "Ocxl prese %jiD
God also reform it!” she exclaims in Shirley. Am
she could hardly refrain from being candid ab®1 jpiir’
same representatives : “ They seem to me a self'5
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van. empty race,” she remarks almo™w” rotestant-

Charloftc, too, was |mmersed in the = wJ”es an -
1dnoi Bronteland without adequate shyness
Private opinions, but it is on record n
wes once cast aside to sharply rebuke -husine the
ates who began to glorify themselves and a - S
Messenters. times by
She bowed to the common opinion o & orancej
S'Pposing that man cannot walk aon e s_they
weakness, or indiscretion must ba\e purest in
cannot Walk alone. Let them bold by " thev must

doctrine and simplest in ritual; something
have.” But this sentence rather shows her
to Felp than to crush the weaker brethren.

Her favourite divines were Arnold am
t v under tlie influence of the times < prof{ane>-

awed, for she called the Athanasia protesting at-
drew the line at this formulary while p

t Ont to the Church of England.
tlie ¢} s the remarks in Villette on Romanism that raised
dirouid e SUrc of tlle H>gh Church party and expressed
thee/ n» . orSans Guardian, English Churchman, and
suffer ns>ian Remembrancer. She says that, “ | cannot
supporjl0 accllsation to oppress me much whicli is not
reeSon,, by the inward evidence of conscience and

a than she

ad alt]'rSe a STeat cry went up at the attack on popery
Pected] 1° b’ as Charlotte protested, the cty was unex-
"/ acrimonious, she held her ground.
change ~ Lite thinks me a much hotter advocate for
am’>6,and what is called ‘ political progress’ than |
having h, writes, thus revealing herself clearly as one
Tlicr. 'e Orient, if of but a less hot character,
colour, i’s n° ri°ubt that her strict training in childhood
ad ofV O v'ews of what she called Continental morals
c’neept. atb®licism. Had she been born in France her
Pafliy f 'veuld have been very different, and this anti-
kffe w © Belgians and their life displayed in her Fil-
in ] St'le weakest link in her armour of progressive.
7g'the'y°~m ent'tled “ Memery,” ahich is full of the
Ressioli - i<leas of Hmily’s peotrv, Charlotte gave ex-
hidje Worthy of her powers of composition to this
i a'de of her character,
They )r e three sisters were shy, reticent, and aloof,
b'cen tI ? @’ buagined and poured over the contrast be-
liofeus X° dePravity and horror of life and the false re-
of Ul SYSIONR alil so, they secretly ,snapﬁed the bonds
. Kous upbringing and were at heart heretics.
Was'ub her God bade her leave go of life, Charlotte

stin A 1lbeentent and her last message was that of the
~fiant warrior

Well, thou hast fought for many a year,
Hast fought tliv whole life through,
Hast humbled Falsehood, trampled Fear;

What is there left to do?

Writi™ .'ve remember that the Brontes were living Mid
lisseC 1M the mid-Victorian period, and that Charlotte
f| ht e away only four years before the clarion call to
ofT Q@Wm tra(Uti nd frcedomr iMtht\ihenpiiblcedioon
had Vs Origin of Species in 1859, and that fhey
be]}Norked out philosophy of revolt such as ap-

ore the end of the century, before the days of

ﬂ’E nCIpa 10N >\when they had to look upon marriage fog

t'd admjr’bi’',ce of independence, we can only marvel
' betw-ii - ‘bat they advanced so far on the path of in-

m’\%onl’\’\bego Subterranean depths all was turbulent
tife Ing and heart-searching, but their characters,

ITe revoff Pportinrities were not the ones to bring about

Clajitiels ' and the fierce torrent came forth in the
°Pcn for its escape—in their works.
L. CORINNA
"CePtre] 1 e ¢ e the man remains

Hgna] “ess> Hee, uncircumscribed, but man
W ~ a-ed, tribeless and nationless,

Over himq'fl awe> worship, degree, the king

V. B. Shelley.
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Correspondence.

To th8 Editor or the - Freethinker.”

SCIENCE AND INTOLERANCE.

Sir,—Thank you so much for your helpful comments
on my letter. Will you allow me space for one or two
queries. First as to Canon Copernicus (who would have
been very annoyed with you for dropping the “Canon "),
you forget that his book owed its publication very
largely to the active interest displayed by Cardinal
Shomberg and the Bishop of Culm, and that the book
itself was dedicated to Pope Paul Il1l. None of the nine
Popes that followed objected to the book, and Galileo
himself would never have been touched but for the un-
fortunate fact that the papal chair was occupied at a
later date by a scientist. This Pope fancied himself as
an astronomer, and wrote a book refuting the Copernican
document and his vanity was hurt by Galileo’s refusal
to be impressed. Actually on the evidence then avail-
able, the Pope had a good case. “ | looked into the
matter when | was in Italy,” wrote Huxley, “ and
came to the conclusion that the Pope and the College of
Cardinals had rather the better of it.”

I am prepared to go to the stake for my theory that
the persecution of Galileo is a case of the persecution of
a pioneer by a conservative scientist, but this thesis
would be as easy to prove as your thesis that all cases
of scientific persecution can be explained by the fact that
most scientists are religious (Are they?).

You forget that all human beings, whether they be
parsons or scientists, tend to be conservative. Moreover
all members of Trade Unions, scientific or religious,
hang together and resent unconventional intruders.
Again envy, most potent of influences, tends to make
scientists resent originality. Remember the boycott of
Samuel Butler because he dared to attack the scientific
pundits of his day. Can this boycott be explained by
the deep religious feeling of Huxley and Darwin ? Read
the lives of Harvey, of Slenson, of Olnn. Read what
their scientific contemporaries said of Pasteur and
Jenncr. No, Sir, your explanation is crudely superficial.
We must dig deeper to find the true cause of scientific
persecution.

You arc wrong in saying that all Christian apologists
“ stress the fact that the majority of scientific men are
religious.” This fact—if it be a fact—is only of import-
ance for the light that it throws on the alleged “ con-
flict between science and religion.”

I have recently been challenged by the R.P.A. to
debate with Mr. Cohen the thesis that the modern scien-
tific developments are favourable to religion. | replied
that | neither know nor cared what bearing modern
science lias on religion. If modern science is becoming
religious, so much the better—for science. | am hoping
that Mr. Cohen will accept instead my challenge to
debate “ That Materialism is the suicide of thought.”

Your view that the assumption of power by an irre-
ligious State marks an end of persecution does not seem
to be borne out by the facts. Russia, which was the first
great country officially to adopt Materialism as n State
creed, has savagely persecuted Christianity. We still
await the protest of the Freethinker against the anti-re-
ligious persecutions of Russia and Mexico.

| owe the Freethinker an apology for failing to reply
to the long and interesting attack on my book The
Flight from Reason, which appeared in your columns.
The easy superior line of ignoring criticism is not a
line which I favour. | was desperately busy at the time,
but in the introduction to the new and enlarged edition
of that book, | have done my best to turn the other
cheek. And | hope the Freethinker, when the revised
edition appears will do its best to produce a symmetrical
effect on both cheeks.

Arnold Lunn.
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NOTE TO A CRITICISM.

Sir,—The compiler of your “ Acid Drops” is good
enough, in your August 14 issue, to devote two para-
graphs to my humble self. May | make some remarks
on his candid criticism ?

It is true that many of my contributions to the Press
(which are by 110 means restricted to letters) deal with
Roman Catholicism; but | do not by any means confine
myself to that subject. However, even supposing |
restricted myself to Roman Catholicism, would that
necessarily be a crime? If one has special knowledge of
a subject, should one not use it to spread accurate in-
formation? By the way, | do not make myself a
“ judge” as to what is right, in the sense of placing
myself on a pedestal. While stating what 1| believe
accurate, 1 am always open to correction when mistaken.
However, as | make it a rule to write only what I
have taken pains to verify, 1 am generally correct.

By the way, | never “returned” to the Anglican
Church. | never belonged to it or any Church before
being a Roman Catholic.

If some of my letters seem more indefinite than “Acid
Drops” would wish, that may be because | aim at bring-
ing out facts rather than waging a sectional warfare. |
have seen so much narrow-minded sectarianism of all
kinds that | think a little impartial fact-stating does
good.

J. W. PoynteR.
JURIES.

Sir—At the foot of page 417 issue of August 14, Mr.
Lincoln Cray informs your, readers that “ No British
subject will lightly abandon any institution which may
subserve the cause of individual liberty or popular
rights.”

This is a cheering assurance. Your readers will be
grateful. Without it, and by merely studying current
events, they might have arrived at an exactly opposite
conclusion.

Robert Harding.

Sir,—Lincoln Gray says that to deprive an accused
person of the right of trial by jury would be a retro-
grade step.

Why ? As one who disbelieves in juries and
magistrates, 1 respectfully beg to differ.

It seems to me that the decision of either a civil or a
criminal case is best left in the hands of a jury of judges
—trained lawyers—whose lives have been devoted to the
sifting of evidence.

lay

IGNOTUS.

Obituary.

Mrs. Samuee Puiman.

WE regret to learn, although in an indirect manner, of
the death of Mrs. Samuel Pulman, whose husband’s
decease was recorded in these columns about a year ago.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Pulman were members of the Man-
chester Branch until they removed to Eastbourne, and
were good workers for the Cause. We record the fact of
Mrs. Pulman’s death for the information of the older
Manchester Freethinkers.

Goodness of nature may do little good : Perfection of
memory may serve to small use : All love may be soon
gravated if a man trust always to his own singular
wit, and will not be glad sometime to hear, take and
learn of another—Roger Ascham (1515-1568).

All are born to observe laws; few are born to estab-
lish them.—Carlyle.
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SUNDAY LBCTUBB NOTICES, Etc.

LONDON,
OUTDOOX -

Bethnal Greex Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, mar
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. Pl. S. Wishart—* Christian >x&
stition an Evil Broth.” Xumv

North London Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, t
stead) : 11.30, Sunday, August 21, Mr. F. P. Corrigan.
day, August 22, South Hill Park, Hampstead, 8»” ritich
Tuson.  Thursday, August 25 Leighton Road, Re
Town, 80, Mr. L. Ebury. ,.a

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : o
Sunday, August 21, Mr. L. Ebury. Wednesday, Augus
Cock Pond, Clapham OIld Town, S.o, Mr. F. P- p°Lusn
Friday, August 26, Streatham Common, 80, Mr. C.

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical O *
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. A. D- McLa

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : Wedn«”,
August 17, at 7.30, Messrs. Tuson and Wood. PHur
August 18, at 7.30, Mr. E. C. Saphin. Friday, Angus* J' &
7.30, Messrs. Bryant and Le Maine. Sunday, Augus -
i2.0, Mr. B. A. Le Maine. 330, Platform No. 1, ' 'je
Bryant and Wood; Platform No. 2, Messrs. B.
Maine and Tuson. 6.30, Flatform No. r, Messrs. Wood,
and Bryant; Platform No. 2, Messrs. Hyatt and Saphin"aj

Woolwich and District Branch N.S.S. (Boe® j
Square) : 745, Thursday, August 18, Messrs. R- Jal
Read and S. Burke. “ The Ship,” Plumstead Common, 7
Friday, August 19, Messrs. J. Read and A. D. *(* j,
Beresford Square : 7.45, Sunday, August 21,

Janes and F. P. Corrigan. Lakedale Road : 745 ¢ 2. &»”
August 22, Messrs. J. Read and S. Burke. “ The 1™ g
Plumstead Common, 7.45, Wednesday, August 24, JR8
Burke and G. Mead.

COUNTRY.

OUTDOOR.

Blackburn Market, 7.0, Sunday, August 21, Mr- 3— cIT

ton.
Brighton Branch N.S.S. (The Level, opposite OPel™ file

ket) : 730, Friday, August 19, Chair—J. |+ pse”
Speaker—J. Cecil Keast. Subject—" Is Christianity
Members and sympathizers please support. 3

Darlington (Market Steps) :
Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Liverpool (Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Queen’s Dm il
posite Walton Baths) : 80, Sunday, August 21, Messr'jjj|l
Little and D. Robinson.  Tuesday, August 23, Tdligp dl

7.0, Tuesday, Aug]]l'

Lamp, 80, Messrs. H. Little, P. Sherwin and E. S. pak
Thursday, August 23, corner of High Park .Street am
Road, 80, Messrs. A. Jackson and J. V. Shortt. k'l
Freethinkers on sale at all meetings. , d

Lumb-in-Rossendale, 7.30, Friday, August 19, ~
Clayton. Jr

Nelson (Carr Road) : 80, Tuesday, August 21,
Clayton.

Newbiggin-by-SEa, 6.30, Sunday, August 21, Mr- v
Brighton.

Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. 7.30, Sunday, A
21, Mr. R. Atkinson, A Lecture.

RiShTON 330, Sunday, August 21, Mr. J. Clayton- g

Seaham Harbour (Church Street) : 8.0, Saturday, Au
20, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

South Shields (Market Place) :
24, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

7.0, Wednesday,

IBRAIN and MIND

! — BY — |

I Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH.

hl

I This is an introduction to a scientific psych"

J ology along lines on which Dr. Lynch IS

: entitled to speak as an authority. It is 3
pamphlet which all should read.

6d. \%

I Price - By post -
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THE
N ational Secular Society
President :
CHAPMAN COHEN.
Secretary:

R. H. Rosetti, 62 Farringdon Street, London.
EC.4.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based

on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super-

natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible
through Liberty, which is at once a riyht and a duty;
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to tlie fullest
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis-
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend
material well-being; and to realive the self-government
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President,
Treasurer and Secretary of the Sofiety, with two others
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what-
ever funds the Society lias at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

| hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the
following declaration :—

| desire to join the National Secular Society, and I
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.

Name

F N0 Lo 1 =YY

Occupation

Dated this......day Of.......cccooeiiiiiii 19...

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.

P.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per vyear,
every member is left to fix his own subscription according
to his means and interest in the cause.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

For an lllustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con-
trol Requisites and Books, send a rjd, stamp to :

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.

ESTABLISHED NEARLY HALF A CENTURY,
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