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Views and Opinions.

^he Church and its Revenues.
) 1111 regard to the relations of the Church and State 
thfcre are three possible positions. The Church may 
Patrol the State, the State may control the Church, 
Jr they may exist side by side, each leading its own 
' N Church being subject to all those duties and 

^hgations to which every other organized body 01 
f e?Ple are subject. The first belongs to the more 
'dilutive types of human society, and to a time w ien 
’cn moved in fear of the gods, and to avoid rousing 
ieir anger was a matter of ever-pressing importance. 

. J  »  the ideal of the Roman Catholic Church to-day, 
Ind m a diluted form of many other religionists who 
,r,e Masquerading— often quite unconsciously as 

hat they call “  Free Religionists.”  By this they 
mean they do not wish the State to interfere 

tn ''■ ham, while always aiming at interfering wu 1 
b r Witness such things as Sabbatarian egis
J 011. Blasphemy Laws, and various privileges 

^Med by religious bodies.
C , , *  Sec°Ml method, that of the State ruling the 
,Lf rch> is one that has in a way been adopted m se 
c£ ? ce; Left to itself, and witli nothing effectively to 
letr? lts> U ,  priestly control spells stagnation or 
Tl °hression, and in every case an intolerable yra 1.

^°wing secularization of life resents the domina- 
H'an-°f ranother w°rld and a hierarchy that threatens 
Ujgjjtg ^cedom of action and obstructs socia mo

f)jc?C'dar zone there is born the beginning of 
is to-day assuming an acute form.

a 11 the marking out of life into a religious and
a con- 

The
their wpi , Permit religious organizations to work

ela:
cannot1’ the Church— no matter what its exact form 
lira to ,C0IT1Pietely surrender its implied or explicit 

at least omination. It would be a confession that, 
Mere SD S° . as this life is concerned, religion is a 
:gnore. Peculation and one that Society can safely

OkMrcll ~
It js State Disendowment.

c o u n t ^ e  probable that in the near future in this 
' 112 question of the disestablishment of the

Church will become one of practical politics. This 
may not be so much on account of the activity of the 
so-called Free Churches— they could be brought off at 
almost any moment by the Established Church agree
ing that they should have a better share of the public 
plunder. What the Free Churches desire is not the 
abolition of State patronage and State support, but 
their share of the support which is given by the 
State to the Established Church. As it is, they take 
all they can get of patronage, public money and 
special privileges, and are never slow to ask for more. 
It is the Establishment itself that is getting restive 
with parliamentary control, and would like to see the 
Church turned into a self-governing body, retaining, 
of course, all its existing privileges. When that ques
tion comes to the front it is certain to give rise to the 
question of disendowment. We may depend upon it 
that like all priesthoods the Episcopalian clergy will 
fight very hard to retain its present endowments, and 
we shall have the usual nonsense talked about “  rob
bing God,”  etc. The truth is that the Church of Eng
land, as a Department of the State, owns nothing. 
There is State property which is set aside for the 
use and maintenance of the Church and its ministers, 
and the State will have the same right to say in what 
direction this money shall go in the future, just as 
Parliament has always the right and the power to say 
in which direction public money shall be spent. Mr. 
Churchill’s raid on the Road Fund is a case in point. 
The State has always the legal right to do as it likes 
with its own.

A t any time The Revenues of Religion, by Mr. 
Alan Handsacre, just issued by the Secular Society, 
Limited (Pioneer Press, is. 6d. and 2s. 6d.) would 
have been an interesting and useful volume, but at the 
present juncture of affairs it has an added significance 
and value. The ordinary reader will find in this book 
nearly all he requires to understand the position of 
the Church in the State and the influence it has had 
on social life. The sections dealing with persecu
tion and education will be found useful in this latter 
direction. And the reader who wishes to follow the 
subject in greater detail will also find a plan laid 
down which will enable him to secure more elaborate 
information on any topic in which he is specially in
terested. The book has the quality of being not 
merely informative, but the much more valuable 
quality of inciting the reader to acquire more. The 
work should have a wide circulation.

Tithes.
About half of Mr. Handsacre’s work is concerned, 

as one might expect from the title, with the financial 
side of the Establishment, although it must never be 
forgotten that in many ways the other Christian 
Churches in this country also draw from the public' 
funds directly and indirectly. If they do not draw as 
much as the Establishment, it is because the oppor-
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tuuity to do so does not present itself. The chapter 
on tithes leaves no doubt as to their being a tax on 
land for the benefit of the Church. No less an 
authority on ecclesiastical law than fiord Phillimore 
has laid this down very clearly in the following 
passage : —

The earliest tithe payers acted no doubt under the 
idea . . . that they were under a religious duty to 
give a tenth of their income to the Church. But 
when the idea had once taken root in public opinion 
anyone who refused to pay tithe . . was subject to 
excommunication. If this had no terrors for him 
the aid of the secular arm was employed and . . . 
he was cast into prison. Thus the voluntary sub
scription became a tax. If this bit of legal history 
be correct . . .  all subsequent tithe is a tax imposed 
by the State for the benefit of the church.

Under whatever form it assumes the tithe is funda
mentally that— a tax imposed by the State for the 
maintenance of the Church. The amount credited to 
the tithe fund of the Church is to-day over three mil
lions annually, but this clearly does not tell the whole 
of the truth. For there is to be added the amount of 
public money paid for the commutation of tithes in 
certain areas, and the interest on the capital sum so 
expended must certainly be reckoned as an annual 
public gift to the Church. Another aspect of the 
tithe is that in medieval times the proportion of the 
tithe paid was to be returned to the poor of the parish 
in the shape of charities. But in this respect the 
Church has acted like other landowners. The gifts 
of land from the State to both laymen and clerics 
generally carried with it certain obligations to the 
community. But in course of time both churchman 
and layman managed to get rid of all the obligations 
while holding tenaciously to the privileges and profits. 
The present outcry against payment of tithes, and the 
manifest hardships to which farmers are exposed by 
this payment may lead to some sort of change, but the 
public will need be on its guard to prevent itself 
being treated in this instance as it has been treated in 
so many others. The trick played over the matter of 
Queen Anne’s Bounty is a case in point. The Queen 
having surrendered a portion of the Crown rights for 
the benefit of the poor clergy, this amount was 
promptly made good to the Crown by Parliament, so 
that the public paid first to the Church, via Queen 
Anne’s Bounty, and then to the Crown via the Civil 
Fist.

* * *

Religion and the Public Purse.
In spite of Mr. Handsacre’s careful and elaborate 

examination of the revenues of religion it is quite 
clear that no exact statement of the income of the 
Church—or Churches— from public funds can be 
made. To begin with the most obviously unexplained 
item, no exact estimate can be given of the amount of 
public money received by places of worship in this 
country from the remittance of rates and taxes. But 
if anyone will take, in any town or city, the rateable 
value of land on which the numerous Churches and 
Chapels stand he will gain some idea of the very many 
millions which the general ratepayer has to make 
good owing to the Churches and Chapels not being 
subjected to the taxation which falls upon other organ
izations. In passing, it is noticeable that no political 
party dares, in spite of excessive taxation in other 
directions, to suggest that revenue might be derived 
from this untouched source. And, of course, there is 
no record in the published returns of the interest 
derived from capital sums— running into millions—  
which were voted to the Church by Parliament from 
time to time, although this has not been done in re
cent years. The reliability of Church statements on j 
finance may be gauged from a statement cited by Mr.

Handsacre from a publication of the Church 
and Publication Board.” “  No endowment has 
given by the State to the Church of England. 
is a very fine way of sp>eaking the truth and e 
a lie in the same sentence. It is also worth 11 
that in a Report issued no later than Monday 
(Times, April 25), the Tithe Committee of U . 
Anne’s Bounty explicitly assert that “  the Pra 
Government, like the Government which precec  ̂
have stated definitely that they have no intention 
introducing legislation affecting the liability t0 
payment of tithes.”

The statistical tables taken from Year Books 
in the book will be of interest as much for what ■ 
conceal as for what they disclose. But one would 
to know the exact cost to the State of such P’c 
as burial fees, pensions, etc. It is a great 
some member of Parliament cannot be found v 
enough courage and a sufficient sense of honesty 
wards the general public to move for an exact re 
to be made. It would certainly be enlightening- ^ 
following items which we take from Mr. Hands* 
will make this clear. In India there is an 
astical establishment which consists of five Sees* 1 
with a Bishop, an Archdeacon and a Coffliniss3̂  
There are 130 chaplains, each of which receive r 
£15 to ¿30 per month. A  chaplain may retire a 
five year’s service, when he is provided with 3 
passage home and a bonus of ¿400. As these 
lains are in the Civil Service of the Crown, " e " $ 
surne they have the usual pensions. Bishops *  ̂
Archdeacons have a pension ranging from 
£1,500. All these salaries and pensions are Pal. 0f 
of the revenues of India. How many are in recCi!i 3ii- 
pensions is not stated. The War Office has its c^  
lains’ Department with staff of secretaries, as also.ol)5 
the Navy. Even the Air Ministry has its 
equipment all paid for out of public funds. ^ 
salaries here range from £292 to ¿875 with £\'l^-fc 
the Chaplain-in-Chief. There are also some nice P1̂  
ings in connexion with the appointment of Chapj ,̂, 
to Embassies and Legations, with minor gains ir  ̂
services in connexion with Hospitals, Prisons * 
other institutions.

{jjtO
There are indeed few opportunities for dipping  ̂

the public purse which the Churches generally } 
neglected. Whether “  Free ”  or Established 
equally true in terms of opportunity. And the ''  ̂
casts a very sinister light on the moral pretcI1f5\[f. 
of the clergy generally. In short, in the light of' 
Handsacre’s useful work, the Churches present tt[ , 
selves as a huge branch of the Civil Service in y  t(1 
the majority of its members look forward eagetE 
the “  plums ”  which are there for those who are f° 
nate enough to pluck them. Reformers of all desC fl[ 
tions will find much in this book that will Pr°v ,̂st 
value and of interest. In the brief compass of ^  
under 150 pages the author has drawn up f  jy. 
which rve should like to see some of our relig'011'.̂ . 
minded newspapers and journals attempt to an5"

Chapman CoiIi;>''

tl 1Put it out of the power of truth to give you 3 oC«t 
character; and if anybody reports you not to be an *l0̂ e 
man, let your practice give him the lie; and to 
all sure, you should resolve to live no longer than -  ̂
can live honestly; for it is better to be nothing tba 
be a knave.—Marcus Aurelius.

Without l ib e r t y , what union would there exist aiuU. 
men ? They would be united as the horse is united a 
rider—as the whip of the master is to the skin 0 
slave.—Delamennais.
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Through Christian Spectacles.

“ When foun(1- make a n° l f  Nevinson.
" Humanity thinks slowly. C. ■ thinkers.”
“ We need to have more respect ^  Norwood.

“ What fools these mortals be.”—Shakespeare.

The small but ferocious tribe of ChnstiaaEvi^ ^
exponents have a new and somewha uuc. t^e
*u Commander Oliver Locker-Lampson, • •>
Handsworth Division of Birmingham, who P _
Hshed a len g th y  a r tic le  in  th e  E ven in g  e ,l t
t°°). A pril I 5 . dealing « i« h  Religion. > » > * £ £ £
B«t the C om m ander w ea rs  h is  r u e  w ith  a  d
hike th a t p lacid  d a c h sh u n d  w h ic h  M a rk  "  a the

Possession of a sportsman who was taking it out 
to ''ant elephants, he lacks bitterness. He also lacks 
some other things— the ability to murder the English 
language, the power of talking very loudly m the 
°Pen air, and accuracy.

Nevertheless, I  find myself in a rebellious humour.
‘'or there is a schoolboy tone in the Commander’s pro
p a g a n d a ,  -  _ _ _ _ ^ . . . . . . . . . .  * .

ho of the ridiculous Oxford University manner, 
Miich has ’

echo t ’ an<̂  a llote ° ‘  patronage. There is also an 

‘he Cl 1'aS- beeu described, jocosely, as the atitude of
It ^ ¡ riStia,n h'rinity addressing a lodging-house bug. 
"ho

Will -i ' o - 0 0 -o-
probably be grateful to those sentimentalists 

"ill t0 tbe nanle °f Christian, but I imagine it
lrritate rather than satisfy other readers of more 

'nle intelligence.
Commander Eocker-Eampson is really upset at the 

mere suggestion that there is less religion to-day than 
? generation earlier. He is so incensed that his 
1 °od pressure is affected, and his sense of vision has 

^conie impaired. To-day, the Commander asserts,
E re 10 ‘ls ''10̂ e sincerity and less cant, and the present

more practising Chis-‘ianŝ t-mf ^onnnons contains 
lers,

• _ _ 
lan in the awful days of horse-buses, “ grow-
and Queen Victoria. I don’t know uhy he 

f lec‘s the House of Commons for his illustration, for 
v  lnisht as well have selected the Grand Stand at 

"’market. However, he points out, with tears m 
vlS P«b that he has known four politicians in twenty 
>cars who have1Çluirch 
îlla‘ ‘ her

e more or less regularly attended a 
c lapel, or tin-tabernacle. Remembering

Hot re are about 700 Members of Parliament, four 
Coinn' ovorwlielining number, and even if the 
only £ Ut'er c°unts himself in, the grand total is still 
and voVe‘ ^ ' lat a revelation! Dartmoor, Borstal, 

thatmWOOd Scrnbbs can show a better record
P o l i t ilcians 

Ie Com

and the inhabitants may be as good men as

B'an ^‘lose dreadful daysys were, it seems, worse
W *  bl“ e °f Sodom and Gomorrah, worse than 
Tr. nend-on-Sf>n • . . .  ............ ___

v3 '1"- c-m ninander p a in ts  a  t r u ly  aw fu l p ic tu re  o f  fifty  •’ cars ago ^
the

H -aend-on-Sea on a Sunday in the summer-time
&r 'vas himself but a child, but he must have had a
tW  ?  constitution to stand it all. Hardened veteran
tl J  1 a®> 1 h lu sh  to  reco rd  som e of th e  h o rro rs . I n
thr. hciiod of wickedness John Morley actua c U' i n c
Allname “  ^cd ”  with a little “  g .”  In a hall m the
hdlands, C h arles  Bradlaugh (so the Commander

<1 ) stood with a watch in his hand, anc ga\e"•od ”  c;..x
'lafiiig a !̂x ‘ y seconds to strike him dead. And the
‘hat w  , ei st actuallv chuckled when be returned
tCa- . ‘ ch

AVar yyas'rornPared to this awful period the Great 
‘hat theS Ut a f°°lball scrimmage. The only reason 
Censej " orhl was not entirely wiped out by an in- 
b'at hir° 'T  aP'ec‘ deity was due, probably, to the fact 
his 0 ' 'Udstone attended a place of worship, and
Pcvv. . ncnt, Disraeli, occasionally snoozed in his 
Morrors at watch ought to be in the Chamber of 

at Madame Tussaud’s.

ars.’>
actually chuckled when he returned 

J ‘ ‘ °  his pocket. It was “  too deep for 
'-otnpai '

Commander Eocker-Eampson is not the first dis
tinguished man who knows his own job, but outside 
it is just a breezy, happy-go-lucky schoolboy. But 
he should not carry this Peter Pan business into 
middle-age, for he might find himself in Colney Hatch 
instead of the House of Commons, which would be 
a sad end for so earnest a crusader. The Com
mander hasn’t got a good word for Freethinkers. He 
suggests that the fault of those dreadful people, or 
rather their misfortune, for they are born that way, is 
that they lack the religious sense : —

Even as you might stand before a picture of 
Michael Angelo and dismiss it as a sickening daub, 
when to the sensitive soul it is a miracle of truth, 
beyond analysis.

He is quite sorry for the poor demented Free
thinkers, and in the heat of the argument, a little 
confused and more than a little silly. Commander 
Eocker-Eampson is not the first sailor who has “ seen 
things.”  He is obsessed with a great illusion. 
Christians have no monopoly of aesthetics or the finer 
feelings. It is doubtful if the average hymn of to-day 
has any more claim to be considered as real literature 
than the usual music-hall song. And the very glar
ing lurid lithographs of sacred subjects framed in so 
many Christian homes suggest that colour-blindness 
is not by any means confined to the heterodox.

As a defender of the faith, the Commander is not 
an outstanding success. He points to the wireless as 
a proof that religion is not dead to-day. I cheerfully 
concede the point, but it is not proved by relaying 
cacophonous Negro spirituals in a Sunday programme, 
or by a Jesuit priest mouthing nonsense from Mayfair. 
The question is how many persons listen to the pious 
propaganda, and how many prefer listening to Con
tinental stations. Our sailor-crusader will have it 
that the present generation is basically more moral 
than its Victorian predecessor, and instances national 
sobriety’ . But the two factors that have arrested 
drunkenness have nothing to do with religion. They 
are the counter attractions of the cinema, and the high 
price of beer, particularly' the latter. Both are purely 
secular and not religious processes.

The Commander is not so child-like and bland as he 
appears to be. Counting noses in the House of Com
mons may be fun for a sailor ashore, but what of the 
House of Lords? The Church of England has a 
score of direct religious representatives in this Upper 
Chamber, and the votes of these lawn-sleeved ecclesi
astics shows quite clearly' the ethical value of religion, 
and how far removed from present-day ideals is this 
Church of Christ. Bishops opposed free education, 
and voted against admitting women as members of 
London Borough Councils. They voted against ad
mitting Nonconformists to University degrees, and 
against removing the civil disabilities of Roman Catho
lics, Jews, and Freethinkers. None voted for the 
abolition of flogging women in public, heating women 
in prison, and the use of the lash in the Army and 
Navy'. They even opposed the provision of seats for 
tired shop-assistants. Scores of measures for the 
bettering of the conditions of the working class have 
been opposed by these Fathers-in-God, and the pages 
of Hansard’s “  Parliamentary Debates ”  prove the 
unending hostility of even distinguished Christians to 
all forms of progress. When a schoolboy said that 
“  Solomon had three hundred wives and seven hun
dred porcupines,”  the master shouted “  Think, boy, 
T hin k!”  The advice should be given to the gallant 
but emotional commander. There are so many 
things not dreamt of in his nautical brand of religi
osity which is funny without being vulgar.

M imnermus.
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The Dark Ages of Christian 
Faith.

Concluded from page 228.)
A s Christianity spread through the length and 
breadth of the Roman Empire, it stifled and killed the 
ordered and civilized pagan life, like a giant Upas 
tree. Professor Westfall Thompson, in his recently 
published work on the Middle Ages, tells us th at: 
“  in the fourth century theology was a universal ob
ject of discussion,”  and cites a letter, written by 
Gregory of Nyssa, in which, referring to Constanti
nople, he says: “  This city is full of mechanics and 
slaves who are all of them profound theologians and 
preach in the shops and the streets. If you want a 
man to change a piece of silver, he tells you in what 
way the Son differs from the Father; if you ask the 
price of bread, you are told by way of reply that the 
Son is inferior to the Father; and if you inquire 
whether the bath is ready, the answer is that the Son 
is made of nothing.”  3

As the historian Buckle observes: “ In what are 
rightly termed the Dark Ages, there was a literature 
in which valuable materials were to be found; but 
there was no one who knew how to use them.”  And 
further : “  It was not that better books were wanting, 
but it was that the relish for such books was ex
tinct.”  4 The interest in the affairs of this world had 
been killed, and all thought and interest concentrated 
upon the next. To quote Buckle again : —

There was the literature of Greece and Rome, 
which the monks not only preserved, but even 
occasionally copied. But what could that avail such 
readers as they? So far from recognizing the merit 
of the ancient writers, they were unable to feel even 
the beauties of their style, and they trembled at the 
boldness of their inquiries. At the first glimpse of 
the light, their eyes were blinded. They never 
turned the leaves of a pagan author without stand
ing aghast at the risk they were running, and they 
were in constant fear, lest by imbibing any of his 
opinions, they should involve themselves in a deadly 
sin. The result was that they willingly laid aside 
the great masterpieces of antiquity; and in their 
place they substituted those wretched compilations 
which corrupted their taste, increased their credulity, 
strengthened their errors, and prolonged the ignor
ance of Europe, by embodying each separate super
stition in a written and accessible form, thus perpetu
ating its influence, and enabling it to enfeeble the 
understanding even of a distant posterity. (Buckle : 
History of Civilization. Ed. 1904, p. 154.)

Buckle declared that he had no doubt, that if the 
knowledge of the alphabet had been lost for a time, so 
that men could no longer read these innumerable Eives 
of the Saints, packed with miracles and other theo
logical trash, “  the subsequent progress of Europe 
would have been more rapid than it really was.”

Even when the new revival of learning, the “ Re
naissance,”  was in full blaze in Italy, in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, says H. T. Peck the philolo
gist : “  The monasteries were still as somnolent as 
ever. The schoolmen were still threshing out their 
mouldy theological chaff. The copyists of the North 
were still erasing Virgil and Catullus and Lucretius 
to make room for Rubanus, Maurus, and Duns Scotus. 
Into these sleepy haunts came the scholars of Italy, 
eager to search among the parchments that lay in 
dusty bundles in the scriptoria, the cellars, and some
times even the out-houses, for any scroll or scrap that 
contained the Latin of pagan Rome.”  5 And this is

3 Prof. J. W. Thompson : TheMiddle Ages 300-1500 Vol. I.
P- 37-

‘ Buckle: History of Civilization (1904). p. 154.
* H. T. Peck : A History of Classical Philology, p. 275.

what they found. Poggio Bracciolini, one of the.. - * *-*■ ----- --,
most successful searchers for these ancient pagan 
works, tells us of his search at the monastery of Sj- 
Gallen. He says: “  In the middle of the v.elJ- 
stocked library, we discover Quintilian safe as >e 
and sound, though covered with dust and filthy fronl
neglect and age. You must know that the books ar£-

not housed as they deserve, but were lying iu a 
foul and dismal dungeon at the very bottom

most 
of 3 

would

he

tower— a place into which condemned criminals 
hardly have been thrust.”  6 7 fter

Boccaccio, another of these scholarly scarehers a 
the ancient wisdom, gives a similar account o 
search at the famous monastery of Monte Cassm0 • 

Desirous of saving the collection of books . • • 
modestly asked the monk to open the libx ary 
him as a favour. The monk stiffly answered, aS „ 
pointed to a steep staircase: “  Go u p ; it Is °P ^  
Boccacco gladly went u p ; but he found that  ̂
place which held so great a treasure was wl^ ° oUt- 
door or a key. He entered, and saw grass sPr .£j 
ing on the windows, and all the books and her' ^  
thick with dust. Astonished, he began to °P£I1,.  ̂
turn the leaves of first one tome and then _au° , 
and found many and various volumes of ancieusbeets;

Others were snipped and pared all round the 
and mutilated in different ways. Coming t°

; aid

foreign works. Some of them had lost several sh ,
the

- t why
cloister, he asked the monk whom he mel> .̂ ¡y 
these valuable books had been so disgrac£ ^  
mutilated. The answer was given him tka 
monks, in order to gain a little money, were 
habit of cutting off sheets and making psalters • 
they sold to boys. The margins they made  ̂
charms and disposed of them to women. ( 
Peck : A History of Classical Philology. P- 2̂ ' ^

That is the way the Monks preserved the tre® | 
of ancient pagan science, learning, and litera ^

. the 
whicb

What did they preserve of it? As a matter 
most of it was preserved, during the Middle 
by the Arabians, who even added something t0

A g eSl
it s

, ■ til id
store; and it was by translations from Arabi  ̂
they wrere first re-introduced into Europe, so el1 
the Dark Ages of Christian Faith.

----- ------------ „ . the
that the ancient pagan classics were preserved
monks in their monasteries must surely be the 0j 
impudent and false. Robertson in his Vte" yj 
Society in Europe during the Middle A geS> yje 
“  Literature, science, taste, were words little irl̂  jf 
during the ages which we are contemplating, ^  
they occur at any time, eminence in them is aSC { ¡t 
to persons and productions so contemptible, 1 pef- 
appears their true import was little understood- flt 
sons of the highest rank, and in the most eITl1 jjj 
stations, could not unite. Many of the cleri^ ^  
not understand the breviary, which they v,eTe.e}& 
liged daily to recite; some of them could scarcely ,, 
it.”  1 Although these were the Ages of Faith, y$
everyone knelt to the Altar and the Throne, yet’
the same historian— who was not a sceptic, but a ^ 
tor of Divinity— “  a greater number of those atroC-5i;- 
actions which fill the mind of man with ast0Plfjei
ment and horror occur in the history of the cect^  
under review than in that of any period of th®, tofy
extent in the annals of Europe. If we open the » 
of Gregory of Tours, or of any contemporary al1 ^ 
we meet with a series of deeds of cruelty, perfidy- 
revenge, so wild and enormous as almost to exc£c 
lief.”  8 Something different from the beautiful, Z° ¡$ 
age, the age of Catholic Faith depicted by 
Catholic writers for our instruction and edifica

W.

« Ibid. p. 278. 2j.:
7 W. Robertson : Works (Ed. 1822) Voi. IV. PP-
» Ibid. Voi. IV. p, 24.

1
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The Zantekrnstinarian.

fluttering from one group of persons to f n0^ief’ , ner 
daily catches sight of a solitary figure in.7. - • ' *

Scene. A bun-fight at Lady Snooks’ . '1 he hostess, 
enn

and. clutching at the sleeve of the man standing> i -i ' 0 _riw Ml/W W */J
nearest to her, she drags him off,

Snooks (breathlessly) : Come along, Bishop 
(̂ ar (Puff). I Want you to meet a most interesting 
character (puff, puff). I ’m sure you and he will,got 
on famn.-u.i- . .................  He’s a Zantekrustin-iamously together (puff. 
arian, you know (puff, puff) ■ ■ •

Bishop: A  what? . it.
Lady S. (breathlessly) : He’ll tell >ou a ^ r .

I’m sure (puff). Now, here the Bishop of
Brown, I do so want you to meet (p //) vrnW if 
Bamdor. Bishop, this is Mr. Brown of
you’ll excuse me (puff), there’s t e rus^
Buttonhole just arrived (puff), anc
away . . . irvn’t

Bishop: A  charming woman, our hostess, 
you think? So full of vitality.

Brown : Relatively, of course.

w :  i  ” 4
relatively full of vitality.

Ha, ha ! I see you are an admirer of

r°u n : I ’m afraid that is impossible. I don’t know

Bishop :
Einstein.

B

the gentleman , . . .
Bishop : I  mean, it appears that you admire his

theory—the theory of relativity, you know.
„  firou'n.: Oh yes, I  know the theory very weh-

nt no theory can be admirable until it ceases o e 
theory.

Bishop : Ha, ha ! Quite a Chestertonian paradox,
• r- Brown. Please explain.

Brown: Certainly. Theories, my dear Bishop, a 
íl°t truths. They are speculations based upon a 
,'mited number of facts which have been selecte an 
'herpreted in certain ways. Since, in the orma io 
7  any theory, it is humanly imposssible to take an 
re evant facts into consideration— and all facts are 
tdevant to a certain extent— it is, therefore, equally 
‘^Possible to assert that the selection and interpreta- 
rlon.ma(le i3 completely adequate to the problem con- 
Cr''lng which the theory has been formed.

ishop ; x (]0 not quite follow.
Brow7l; x did not expect you would. _ But let me 

f j !  aiu 1T1 simpler language. A  theory is not a ven 
, , d £act or truth. A t bottom it is a sort of guess. 
J *  even the most haphazard guess is based upon 

facts- y et, no matter how few or how many 
0nlts a guess may be based upon, its accuracy c 
sm? ^  determined by subsequent experiences
A ls tfue of the most carefully worked-out theory 
l0l °n ’̂ A^refore, as a theory is a theory— t ía 

nf  it has not been proved true by subsequent ex- 
Í  nCe~ ° U0 cannot admire it. For one might be 

" lrmg something which subsequent experience may 
v S  Í0 be nonsense. But, once a theory has been 
cea *ed by subsequent experience, it automatically 
e x ®  to be a theory and becomes a truth. Which is
able y Why 1 said that no theory can be called adrnir- 

Until it ceases to be a theory.
■ tsh°P: Ha, hum— yes, yes. Quite. I  see your 

But— er— surely with regard to a theory tha 
say Uieen, proved true, one might quite legitimately 

t> a l£ £s an admirable one.
1 Not my dear Bishop, but wav. For, as
is n0 , c’ ore, when a theory has been proved true, i 

°nger a theory. It  was a theory— it is a truth.

Paint,
Bas

Bishop : Ah; I see, I see. You regard theories as 
unproved truths, and therefore unworthy of admira
tion because they are not proven.

Brown: Not at all. If you will forgive me for 
saying so, your logic is all at sea. Theories are no 
more unproved truths than they are unproved un
truths. Theories are theories. Call them guesses 
or suppositions if you like— but not truths. A  truth 
is something proven. A  theory must, by the very 
nature of the case, be unproven.

Bishop : You are very precise.
Brown : Thank you. I do my best not to confuse 

my statements by the misuse of terms.
Bishop : Quite, quite. But I understand that you 

hold certain interesting theories in regard to— shall 
we say— the meaning of life, which are— er— not 
exactly proven.

Brown : You are not very precise.
Bishop : Well, to put it plainly you hold certain re

ligious views which— er— are not exactly proven. And 
I presume that you must admire them— or you would 
not hold them.

Brown : On the contrary, I hold no religious views 
whatever.

Bishop : Dear, dear ! I can scarcely credit th a t!
Bro-cvn : What you really mean, my dear Bishop, is 

not that you are unable to credit my statement, but 
that for your own comfort you would rather not be
lieve it to be true.

Bishop : But our hostess gave me to understand 
that you were a Zante— er— Zante, Zante-Kruschen- 
something. I really didn’t quite catch the word.

Brown (smiling) : Some error, I fear. I am an 
Atheist.

Bishop : Tut, tu t! You cannot be serious.
Brown : Tell me, Bishop— are you a Christian ?
Bishop : Isn’t it obvious?
Brown : Not to me. But you haven’t answered my 

question.
Bishop : Of course I am a Christian.
Brown : Tut, tu t ! You cannot be serious.
Bishop (throwing back his shoulders) : And why, 

pray?
Brown : Well— you said that I could not be serious 

when I told you that I was an Atheist; so I naturally 
assume that you cannot be serious when you say you 
are a Christian.

Bishop (nonplussed) : I fear you are jesting.
Brown : I admit to being partial to a joke.
Bishop : Yet your views must be purely theoretical 

and, on your own argument, not to be admired.
Brown : While yours are absolute and everlasting 

truths, I suppose?
Bishop : There is more authority for religion than 

for irreligion.
Brown : Quantity, my dear Bishop, is not quality. 

The question is— which authority is the more truth
ful?

Bishop : Religion lias its authority from the Most 
High.

Brown : The most high what— steeple?
Bishop : You choose to be blasphemous, Mr. Brown. 

I will not discuss the matter further.
Brown : Just as you please. But I repudiate the 

charge of blasphemy— unless you regard jesting at 
myths as blasphemous.

Bishop : God is not a myth !
Brown : What is it, then ?
Bishop: You know as well as I do who and what 

God is.
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Brown: Well, that surprises me. If you know 
what God is as well as I do, why disguise yourself as 
a bishop? But I fancy that I know a good deal 
better than you what God is. Allow me to ex
plain . . .

At this exciting juncture Lady Snooks comes puffing 
up and with a hurried “  Please excuse me, Mr. 
Brown,”  she drags the Bishop of Barndor off.

Lady Snooks : I am so sorry (puff). Such a silly 
mistake (puff.) Mr. Brown, the Zantekrustinarian, 
has only just arrived (puff). That was another Mr. 
Brown.

Bishop : So I gathered. C. S. F raser.

The Return to Rome.

T he nervous speculation among Protestants about 
the means to be adopted to suppress sectarianism and 
promote the reunion of Christendom seems to be tem
porarily suspended. The efforts of several zealous 
Protestants in the direction of reunion have lament
ably failed. The bickerings of sectarians still go on. 
Rome waits with patience, and proceeds quietly and 
persistently with her propaganda in all parts of the 
world. The eagle eyes of Rome are unblinking. 
Rome is unsleeping and ever-vigilant. She is un
troubled with sectarian squabbles. She maintains her 
authority by a logical appeal to tradition. She will 
never compromise.

And Rome is adding to the number of her adher
ents and extending her power and influence. A 
Roman Catholic priest in Haddington, the home of 
John Knox, in replying to a newspaper correspondent 
who lauded Knox for having enabled the Scottish 
people to read and understand the Bible and so gave 
them1 a chance to think for themselves says: “  The 
way that many of them are doing this would not please 
either Knox or your correspondent. Within the last 
fifty years there have been over a million conversions 
a year to the Catholic faith, and in the home town of 
Knox himself I have within the last few months re* 
ceived into the Church several men and women, and 
have others under instruction.

“  All these are drawn, not from the poor and illit
erate but from the educated classes, who, reading and 
understanding the Bible ‘ given them by Knox,’ ask 
admittance to the Catholic faith and Church.”

Is there any wonder that the most violent auti- 
Catholics in the Protestant Churches exult over their 
fellow-members who are prepared to negotiate with 
Rome to achieve reunion. Though it must be a very 
gloomy kind of exultation! For Protestants in 
general must be chagrined by the precarious position 
in which modern Protestantism stands— between the 
Devil of Freethought and the Deep Sea of Roman 
Catholicism,!

Those sanguine Protestants who are simple enough 
to suppose that it may be possible to induce Rome to 
modify her creed and to co-operate on such a footing 
for reunion are doomed to disillusion and bitter dis
appointment. Moreover, any observer with historical 
knowledge and perception cannot fail to see that there 
is a considerable number of persons within the pale 
of the Protestant Churches who in faith and doctrine 
and practice are essentially Roman Catholic. In the 
end as Freethinkers have always maintained there are 
only two logical positions— one, to be occupied by 
those who claim liberty of thought, speech and action 
without qualification—-that is Freethought; the other, 
to be occupied by those who put submission to tradi
tional Christian authority before liberty— that is the 
Roman Catholic Church. The final conflict will be 
fought out between Rome and Reason.

I he necessity for the continuance of increase > 
more active and more persistent Freethought propa 
ganda is shown by the greater number of supernatura 
istic institutions which achieve a measure of pop'1 
larity with some people who have little or no S)"1 
pathy with the old-established ecclesiastical corpora 
tions. These agencies proclaim to the multitude tjia 
the Churches have no monopoly of religion, and m1 
Churchianity is not Christianity. New slogans, eaten 
words, flashes of sentimentalized rhetoric and sug
gestions of a happy-go-lucky go-as-you-please kind 0 
faith unfettered by formal creeds or priestly annota
tions, have produced various groups of social au( 
ethical reformers who still acknowledge supernatural 
sanctions and supports, the source of which lion o'el 
is markedly indefinite, nebulous and unassertive. Vo" 
pays your money and you takes your choice. .

Io  all such institutions and agencies alike, as " Ll 
as to all the Protestant sects, Roman Catholicism Pre' 
sents a solid, united and impregnable front of h°ŝ  
in- 't'I'°i-~ Pome. Fver-ity. There can be no Christian outside Rome 
person— Protestant, Spiritualist, Thcosophist, 
alist, Christian Scientist, or Freethinker is by

Orieuf 
- Ron'c

Ron'e
long'

everlastingly damned now and for evermore 
is ably organized and her strength rests upon 
standing and great wealth and power. In her e 
ing she knows no rational distinctions. Is “  ‘ (l 
gether surprising that the sectarian differences 
squabblings among Protestants should subsei vc 
interests and power of Rome? Consciously °r 
consciously thousands of Protestants are playing 
her hands. , . ..¡jy

As the police- of Rome is unity and indivisi  ̂
she gains a strategic advantage from differences 
divisions among those who are not her adher  ̂ . { 
which Freethought cannot hope to gain. Freethot  ̂
however appeals to man’s essential and inherent P . 
sonal dignity and to the worth of his intellec ^
faculties in an independent search for truth, 
veals the immensity of the Universe 
primitive and futile spooks are . It proposes ^  
a fellowship of Truth seekers, which rejects all plC of

evef

It is not a hopeful sign for Protestantism 
there shoidd be so many 
at revision

ceived traditional authority. It adds to the mnsS 
evidence which proves that supernaturalism has 
been humanity’s bugbear, hindrance, blight and cl

demands for and atte111̂ , 
and restatement of its various cre tj)C 

Rome is untroubled by such mental disturbances» 
effects of which only serve to make Protesta'1 ^ 
look more and more ridiculous. There is no d°l  ̂
about Rome. There is no dubiety in the state'"e  ̂
of her infallible creed. Take it and be saved. Te 
it and be damned. Igno'i'11®'

T he E rrant W ife.

Mv little daughter came to me,
And with a wondering glance 

Of eyes that I am wont to see 
With mischief all a-dance 

Said softly, “  Mummy, have you heard? , 
“ W hat?”  "Gideon Gray’s just died • 

And at the word
My own heart cried.

It cried and cried : though Gideon 
Had brought me pain and rue;

And oh ! the evil he had done 
Not death could e’er undo!

And yet I hope poor Gideon sees 
From hell or paradise 

One thing his anguish to appease . . .
She has her father’s eyes!

J. M. Stuart Y oung-



May r> r9Í 2 TH E FREETH IN KER 279

Acid Drops.

Sir J. Arthur Thompson, in an ^  death,
Telegraph, on the fiftieth anniversary 01 ^  did?”
;«ks the question “  Stands Darwinism w H w \n
He says that “ while all competent thinkers ■ es in 
a Reueral way evolutionists there arc son tpc
°"r thinking since the hot-headed days tin o[ uS
publication of the Origin of Species,”  am -j tpe
are dear that there is no inconsistency m acc 1evolutio"
'laincil tt ' êa> .an<i yet believing in a Creator, who or- 
form m Pr'iiiiial order of Nature in some very simpleion» ■> 'n • y ----- >•* ■*■■>«»
Sir Arth----- <ocs 110t say that many of those for whom

J ’ 1 i rrpqtion, notwith--tiur speaks do accept God and wjth the
guiding which the paper heads its ‘ tion marks, 
definite assertion in leaded type an q ^ e  Crea-

we do now accept Evolution yet be 1C'’ Moreover
t°r,” which is not what the writer s. > • • „  -n a
that God created the original “  order 0 

vc>'y simple for 
ail that rm ” (and, it follows, is responsible for

— has happened during the u  1 |s by no
;'i1sed since that “ simple form” was ‘ original story 

”’eans more provable or credible than Z’ r(j  labour
wt God “ created” the world in six a> , c;r Arthur’s 

a'ul rcst«l on the seventh. The best answer t  • t0
f saV ill What is made to look like, and will be »» Christ;-.- -
>n
'»cas

vnristian apologetics may be found in l'is 
ill's very article. “  Ev<:asi..~'-’'“'-■ asurabi f ---- - evolutionists work with verifiable,

They ie„ 6 lactors like variation, heredity and selection._____________  c x i l  4 U W U U M  "
‘ «»pose and Meaning”. This is a change for the better.’ 

C1,tirely agree with this, for neither philosophy nor 
‘'K'on, studied in the light of Evolution, involve be- 
»v;mg in a Creator,”  although that is the obvious mipli- 

0f .‘.m ot the words as here used. Science knows nothing 
* 5 * *  of theological speculation and metaphysical

,.^r- Griffith Jones, the President of the Free Church 
t l,nci1. has discovered that it is not the Christian
In h) Z hÍCh »  bein 

• ls opinion'Vis'»shed
»mi. to

attacked but Christian morality 
some of the older Agnostics, like Huxley, 

retain the ethics of Jesus without belief in 
111 part7  bow-a-days people want to get rid of the ethics 
Jones in ' ^ *s n°t cl"ite clear whether Dr. Griffith 
V‘lievc Uak’nes bl'e modern unbeliever is quite willing to 
lbinks t? Christianity without the ethics or whether lie 
’Uni Jjtl lc modern unbeliever has got rid of both, Faith 
lion *|S’ *n one fell swoop. I11 any case, the recogni 
»i°dern r̂°m people like Dr. Griffith Jones, that

but

l*'e t e l Cmi,leat men and women have discovered that in- .acl'infi -S about v  i esus ,s almost as liopeless as the teach 
»011-1... ■ llni> ' s proof enough liow the leaven of Free-

tin is
lime. working. You can’t deceive some people all

til;
Tlic c-,lurch Ti"tlie ,1 1 lmes ' s very sad about it and admits 

ion a • 'enge from such men of outstanding dis-
C v v 1 as Bertrand Russell, Walter Lippmann, Aidons 
T'bat an<1 G- G. Wells is not being adequately met. 
»nabi!?-? pretty big admission, especially as it is utterly 
How ¡.’tself to show how the challenge ought to be met 
k-riCai °l,gbt vot to be met is made pretty clear : Hys
Adi- , . denunciation, such as that written with a not ol 
Suren!'», ')y Mr. James Douglas is useless.” Tlscless 
»ot ,, aI‘ ’ Douglas is not going to stand that. M ill he 

"w prove how worthy a champion he is?

Mr. T-
.'there InesNv Douglas, finding out that in h is early dav
, ..... f s a Pesti'

bad «®aticism,
/«OU» a pestilence of hyrpocrisv in the seething it 

ticism,”  reluctantly came to the conclusion 
Wept"" vocation for the ministry, and his mother
that yjVer bis apostacy.”  From this one would suspect
»»d ti *. Douglas was writing his path to Rationalism 
tru0 at bio
W rclj'gionS Uri  ̂ descriptions of the one and only

lekeri 'T "1’ were taken straight out of the pages of some 
"»»hi ...mfidel publication. Alas, no. Mr. Douglas 

'kc to preach “  Christ as the Giver of I-ife, the

Fount of Peace, the Maker of Rest, the Deliverer from 
Self, the Fulfiller, the Satisfier, the Cleanser, the Instru
ment of Victory,”  and so on, ad lib. Who can resist 
such a touching appeal for Jesu’s sake?

It ought not to surprise anyone that for Mr. James 
Douglas, the greatest man in history is John Wesley.
In his panegyric, the eminent journalist waxes 
eligiously hysterical. Wesley is far greater than “ Nap

oleon, Marlborough, Nelson, Wellington, Burke, the two 
itts, Wolfe, Clive, Swift, Addison, Johnson, Goldsmith, 
ope, Gibbon, Byron, Burns, Coleridge, Shelley, Words

worth, Newman and George Washington.” This used to 
be said of Jesus, but perhaps now that Jesus is “ divine”  
Wesley comes in easily first.

The plain answer to it all is simply that the form of re
ligion Wesley taught and preached is almost as dead as 
the dodo. He might have given life to the dying Pro
testantism of his day, but nothing can keep Methodism 
alive, really alive, nowadays. The 88,000 churches built 
through his influence have practically no outside influ
ence of their own, and it is not unfair to say that there’s 
hardly an outstanding scholar in the Wesleyan organiza
tion. Moreover, who reads Wesley now? How many 
Weslcyans believe in genuine witchcraft because Wesley 
so ardently believed in it? The most that can be said 
of Wesley is that he was a great itinerant preacher. If 
he lived now, his message would not and could not “  be 
got over.”  The happy days of Evangelicism are gone 
for ever.

Mr. Alfred Noyes, now that he has gone over to the 
Faith is far more royalist than the King. He simply 
will not swallow the bitter pill that so many of our 
greatest literary men were—if they were anything at all— 
Freethinkers. While not exactly claiming that Carlyle, 
Shelley, Pater and Longfellow were true Roman Catho
lics, Mr. Noyes did his best the other day to show they 
were not far out of the fold; and as for Shakespeare 
being a Catholic, he had “  a pretty conclusive piece of 
evidence.”  The evidence was that Shakespeare “ brings 
in a spirit from the other world, and that spirit gives 
doctrine after doctrine taught by the Catholic Church.” 
So now we know.

Mr. Noyes also wished people “  to realize at the 
present time how extraordinarily Catholic the English 
mind is.”  Dear, dear, one would never have suspected it. 
Nor would one have suspected that “ outside Catholicism, 
the world of literature and art is in complete bewilder
ment and confusion.”  This looks a little mixed because 
if the English mind is so terribly Catholic, very little 
could be outside it to make literature and art in such 
complete bewilderment. What Mr. Noyes really means 
is that our great writers and artists simply won’t have 
anything to do with Catholicism in any shape or form. 
The whole tendency of modern art and literature is 
secular, our life here and now. The golden harps and 
diamond pavements are far far away, thank heaven.

A11 illuminating correspondence has appeared in the 
Times on witchcraft in Africa. The stoning and burning 
of an innocent woman was described by a correspondent 
(Mr. Melland), who said that the belief in witchcraft 
should be “ believed ” but “  dealt with sympathetically.”  
Lord Lugard, who agrees that the witch-doctor is the 
curse of Africa, sa}Ts that the “ only possible course to be 
deal with him by prosecution as an accessory before the 
fact of murder,”  and to let the evidence show “ whether he 
was acting from a lust for killing and for his ever- 
growing prestige or was genuinely convinced that his 
action was for the benefit of the people.”  Here is a 
revelation of how, in the twentieth century, superstition, 
of which Christianity is one of the chief buttresses, leads 
to the confusion and violation of all civilized notions of 
law and punishment. Was there ever a religious zealot, 
proclaiming some physically and morally pernicious 
doctrine or practice, who was not convinced that lie was 

I acting for the benefit of his dupes and victims ? And is
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not the lust for killing only another variation of the doc
trine that the killing of heretics is no murder? Are not 
the practices of the African witch-doctor but examples 
of the same monstrous error that still produces rites 
of exorcism and acts of cruelty and bodily torture and 
mutilation in the -Catholic world, and the excesses of 
Peculiar People and Holy Jumpers in England and 
America and elsewhere? The priest and the parson are 
like the witch-doctor. They are as dangerous and reck
less as he is in proportion as they are sincere and influ
ential.

Speaking in the House of Commons the Home Secre
tary, Sir Herbert Samuel, said it was the opinion of the 
Home Office, that Cinemas had not served to increase 
crime, but rather to diminish it. That is the opinion of 
responsible people everywhere. Indeed, in Southend be
haviour in the streets underwent so marked a change for 
the worse during the time the cinemas were closed that 
there was a general demand for their re-opening. Of 
course, a large number of parsons protested, but their 
only interest in the matter is a professional one. The 
drawing power of the gospel cannot be compared with 
that of a really good Sunday “  show.”

The outcry about the evil influence on the young is a 
very old story re-told. Many of our readers will re
member the time when it was the rule to attribute all 
youthful delinquencies to the reading of penny dreadfuls. 
When that weakened, and the penny dreadfuls were 
transformed into the popular newspaper some other 
bogey was found. At present it is the Cinema. Any 
kind of stupidity does, but it must be something that 
can be twisted to the interest of the parsonry. Now we 
offer the clergy a challenge. Let them take the number of 
offenders under twenty who have had pious parents, and 
attended Sunday school, and the number of those whose 
downfall can be traced to the Cinema, and we fancy the 
piously brought up ones will be in a majority. 
For ourselves we are sure that the general influence of 
the clergy on the young would to any sound psycholo
gist be placed first for its ill-effects.

Recurring to Sir Herbert Samuel. He was one of the 
members who did not vote on the Parson’s Defence Bill. 
But it was said in the papers that had he voted he would 
have been against it. The concern of a professed follower 
of the Jewish religion to preserve the Christian Sunday 
is very touching. But they are all honourable men!

There are some ominous signs that to the P 
generation the Bible is not as familiar as to its Pr ffl£n 
sors. To-day in an occasional commendation Pu jjjpt 
seem disposed to dwell chiefly on the value of ^  
as literature. It is a well of English undefiled. ■ ^ ^  
good or ill, English as it is written and spoken  ̂
doubtedlv moved away from this model. Ana  ̂
for use in our churches a version whose form rlltl 
lish is no longer in common use among ns is 
serious risk of creating the impression that 1 
has not much to do with the life of to-day. ntr<rest

We hope our pious friend is not attempting to_ s  ̂
that the Bible is neglected because its English is 
date. It was just as unintelligible to the pious Vic 
but they read it just the same. It is not the in e . ’  ̂  
ility of Bible English which is making the Bib c ^  
neglected, the ideas in it have “  not much to do 
the life ”  (or thought) “  of to-day.”

Perusal of an article by Mr. E. E. Bailey (in 1 
Passing Show arouses the suspicion that parsons n 
despair of a revival of religion among the P 
generation. Mr. Bailey suggests that the young^ g‘0i

need a1
■ .yaf

peoP1)

are fools; they won’t read and they seem incapa 
thought. They lack individuality and rely on lĈ 
stinct. Every so often they adopt a new eraZ ’ |ay- 
be kept contented and quiet they must be gi'’en 
thing. If Mr. Bailey’s analysis is correct, the P - fe. 
mentality should have little difficulty in assimila 1 ^ 5  
ligion; and it would seem to be the kind which P‘ 
have always known how to manipulate.

----- al &
A solemn journal enquires, “  Is Way of Bcl,c."‘cSj’’

Way of Revival the better watchword for the t* ^  
To this we think the only possible reply is that t 
watchword is no better than the other; each is 
as the other. In any case, there is no harm in P° r̂- 
out that the modern world of intelligent folk is no > ^  
ing about anxiously for parsons’ watchwords. -A* a„(l 
there are enough real problems to be solved to-da)> se 
therefore it is better if human energy is devoted t0|l0Uld 
rather than to artificial problems such as : “  What ^  
one do to be saved?”  The same journal remarks^y 
along with the watchword, “  The Way of Be' $ 
Evangelical Churchmen blazon on their banners the , 
signs, “  Ruin, Redemption, Regeneration.” This "  ^  
effort to equal the Salvation Army’s crude vvar?efvc 
“  Blood and Fire,”  seems a shade too “  refaned ” t°  ̂¡5 
as an effective scarecrow. But perhaps in thesê day 
the best that can be managed; for the inspiration [0 
Lord is now a trifle anaemic since theology star 
hunt for refined interpretations of Holy Truth.

Father. Eric Wassmann, S.J., has just written a book 
on Christian Monism. This particular Monism is quite 
different from what we always thought Monism meant 
— the Universe as the one self-existing cause of all— as it 
includes God, the Incarnation, the Atonement, our true 
kinship to God and our likeness to him, Grace, divine 
nature and quite a number of other holy things. We 
now would like some other Jesuits, with that careful re
spect for logic and straight reasoning which dis
tinguishes all they write, to give us some works on 
“  Christian Atheism,”  "  Christian Materialism,”  and 
even “  Christian Scepticism,”  proving, of course, that 
true Atheism, Materialism and Scepticism are genuine 
parts of true Christianity.

The Episcopal Bench is miles ahead of the London 
Magistrate who, in a court case, delivered himself to a 
delinquent as follows :—

All your troubles are due to your being so grossly ig
norant of all the laws of sex. One day the Church will 
teach you about these things.

This is our case; the more ignorant the masses, the more 
amenable are they to the particular and fantastic doctrines 
of the Church. The Church may teach differently, but 
however different from to-day, its teachings will always 
be out of date.

A Methodist paper wants a new translation of the 
Bible in modern English. The reason for the request 
being :—

F ifty  Y ears Ago.

It is stated that the Bishop of London, when be ^ 
his house in St. James’s Square, and rides to his Pa ij*d 
Fulham, passes on his road more than one bn jt 
public-houses built on land belonging to the Cht'rC ^¿1 
is also said that the archbishops and bishops, ,n 
corporate capacity as members of the Eccles'^ ^  
Commission, are the largest owners of public-house ^  
perty in the kingdom. This, however, comes 
of the lay journals, and was not mentioned by tbe „jl 
bishop of Canterbury, when presiding at the a j Ct ) '  
meeting of the Church of England Temperance 
last week.

Another lie was very nearly nailed at the N’d f. 
Arches last Sunday morning. A Christian com 1 !̂ C 
sialist had the audacity to declare that Austin 1 , 2  vcf' 
recanted upon ris death-bed. These scoundrels W» 
ture to say anything of an infidel. An esteemed 1 ^ j 
at once challenged the statement, and it happened t fe 
well-known peripatetic vendor of Freethought l'^E jiy 
was near at hand, whose bag contained “  Austin 1 ^  
oake’s Last Thoughts,”  in which, but a few b°ui. jjgl> 
fore death, he stated, “  I do not believe in the Chr1 . 
Deity, nor in any form of so-called supernatural 

t ctice.” The Christian controversialist was forced to 
a public retractation.

j The "  Freethinker,”  May 7> ^
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E. Young (Hove).—Received with thanks. ^'L;'-t“ Ŝ “1end- 
T- Simm (Aylesbury)-Yes. The Act of Uniformity Amen

ChristianV eader (Croydon)— There is something better

H X r Nt hr ffigerd U raPs r Published i» *906 and now

P°F. °IngPleby (Finchley)-We are always glad to meet an 
exception to the rule. Thanks for cuttings. , ces

S. L. TESMAN-The provisions of the Sunday Performanc^ 
kill will not apply to Sermons in Churches, 1 ching
the parsons discuss debatable subjects. . d tbat
in a building registered as a place of worship, and 
covers the sermon. ,

P. Hobday— Shall appear as early as possio .
?■  Ouver— We are obliged for cutting. -on The
f. May—You are writing under * misapp ^  aboye that 

minimum subscription is only 2s. per y • 
is left to the good will of those joining ie

1 - Festob.—Will appear next week. that while
H. Morgan— We have explained more than . ged w;th 

we are naturally glad to learn that readers a P

shown and
what we write, we do not write to please anyone.

w- P. Spann— Thanks for the interest you have s 
‘he trouble you have taken. Our business manager is 
writing you.
• F- Haughton— Y our selection of cuttings is always wel- 
c°me. Shall hope to meet you again some day.

The "  Freethinker•’  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
reported to this office.

r,le Secular Society, Limited Office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C.4.

Tile National Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C.4.

Otters for the Editor of the "  Freethinker ’ ’  should be 
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

411 Chea
“  Th ÛeS an  ̂ ^os^  ^r^ers should be made payable to 
Cirlu Rioneer Press,’ ’  and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Uerkenwell Branch." 

ĥ CtltTP
E-C n°^ces must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
inserted ^  ^rst post on Tuesday, or they will not be

Sugar Plums.

V̂e again summarize the programme of the Annual 
, 'Terence of the National .Secular Society, which will 
will ld in Manchester on Whit-Sunday, May 15- 1 here
Vr• ”0 a reception for members and delegates at ic
in °ria Hotel, Deansgate, at 7 o’clock on Saturday even- 
, Sunday the Conference will meet at 10.30 and
'•30 in tl,e Victoria Hotel. Members only will be ad- 
sn>tted. There will be a luncheon at one o’clock in the 
a r iote1' tickets 3s. each. In the evening there will be 

1 u die demonstration in the Hulme Town Hall, "ing 
.... s',lnc misunderstanding in Manchester the evening 

cctmsr win „of be held in the Chorlton Town Hall, as 
11 Piously announced. The Hulme Town Hall is m

mth °ïd Road- and traras -°  by the d£°r‘ tt'Tither iarger buildij than the chorlton Town Hall, and 
hope to l)e able to report a crowded meeting. Finally, 

(lav6 WiU be an excursion to Blackpool on Whit-Mon- 
‘ • ‘ Mr. Cohen hopes to accompany the party.

y 1e. j.
for ^  rs t° the Conference will help those responsible 
s'blo 1 ayraiigements if they will write as early as pos- 
heV °  Mr. R. H. Rosel 

CM Secretary, Mr.
the R- H. Rosetti, at the N.S.S. Offices, or to
Street a „^.^mtary, Mr. W. A. Atkinson, 40 Montford
Seats ’ t l<’ aH°rd, Manchester, saying if they wish
W  if J *
Pool, p . ney intend to join the party to Blaek- 
acc°m muds from afar who require hotel or other
T'iremp . k m ,  should also write stating their exact re- 

nts with length of stay, etc.
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Delegates who intend joining the excursion to Black
pool will please note that a special Saloon Train will 
leave Manchester at 8.15, returning at 8.15. There will 
also be lunch and tea provided at a total cost of 10s. An 
earlier return train may be taken if desired; and the 
journey may be broken at Preston to enable delegates to 
join the Scotch Express. But it is imperative that the 
Secretary should know beforehand who are joining the 
party.

It seems likely that our Government of shifts and 
subterfuges will get over the difficulty of failure to get 
a Sunday Performances Act that will satisfy pre
historic minds like the Attorney-General’s with his Lord’s 
Day Observance Society, and the muddle-heads who do 
not realize, or do not care about, the retrogressive 
character of the Bill as it stands, will prolong the present 
temporary Act for another year. That will not remove 
the difficulty, but Mr. Macdonald and his Government 
do not desire to remove difficulties so much as to evade 
them. But if the present Act is prolonged, Sunday en
tertainments cannot be permitted in any place where they 
do not exist now, so long as there is a charge for admis
sion.

In the event of this prolongation being effected we re
peat the advice that we have so often given. 
Let entertainers open everywhere, with admission free 
and a charge for reserved seats. They will have full 
houses, and will not miss having fifty free seats. And 
there will be no compulsory giving of profits to charity. 
A little courage will break down the whole of this 
ridiculous Sabbatarianism.

We have received several enquiries as to whether 
there is any likelihood of our summary of the position 
on the Sunday question being re-issued as a leaflet or 
pamphlet. There is no intention at the moment of this 
being done. But for those who desire to send copies to 
quarters where the summary is likely to be of special 
interest, we are willing to send one dozen copies of last 
week’s issue for 2s. post free. There is not a large 
number available, so those who wish to avail themselves 
of this offer should write without delay.

The open-air lecture season begins to-day (Sunday) 
with most of the London Branches. Mr. G. Whitehead will 
speak for the North London Branch N.S.S. at White 
Stone Pond, Hampstead, at 11.30 a.m. and 7.0 p.m. Mr. 
L. Ebury opens for the South London Branch, and we 
believe the Wembley and District Branch has arranged 
lectures. Full details will appear in the Lecture Notices 
column.

Several letters have been received at headquarters ex
pressing a desire for some open-air lecturing in the 
Potteries during the summer. If those who are willing 
to lend a hand will write the General Secretary, arrange
ments for a series of meetings may be made.

The Failsworth Secular Sunday School celebrates its 
Spring Festival to-day (Sunday) and Mr. R. H. Rosetti 
will speak twice. At 2.45 the subject will be “  Free- 
thought and Freethinkers,”  and at 6.30 p.m., “ Charles 
Bradlaugli.” Items from the well conducted orchestra, 
and choir are a pleasing feature of those festivals. The 
hall is situated in Pole Lane, Failsworth, near Man
chester.

Burnley Freethinkers are informed that a debate has 
been arranged between Mr. J. Clayton and the Rev. J. 
liretherton, on “  .Shall we Secularize Sunday ?” to take 
place in the Phoenix Theatre, Burnley, on Thursday 
evening, May 5, at 7.30. Christians are sadly in need of 
teaching on the Sunday question, and we hope the local 
saints will make full use of the above opportunity.

Says Father Woodlock, “  less than fifteen per cent of 
the people to-day in England have any vital relation to 
religion.” But it is this fifteen per cent that is able to say 
to the remainder what they shall not do on Sunday—one 
seventh of their lives.
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The National Secular Society.
— —

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

A G E N D A .
1. Minutes of last Conference.
2. Executive’s Annual Report.
3. Financial Report.
4. Election of President.

Motion By Bethnal Green, West Ham, Cardiff, 
West London, Bradford, Chester-le-Street, Sun
derland, Birmingham, Liverpool, and North 
London Branches.

“  That Mr. Chapman Cohen be re-elected President 
of the N.S.S.

5. Election of Secretary.
Motion by the Executive :—

“ That Mr. R. H. Rosetti be appointed Secretary.”
6. Election of Treasurer.

Motion by the Bethnal Green, Birmingham, North 
London, Sunderland and West Ham Branches : —

“ That Mr. C. C. Quinton be re-elected 
Treasurer.”

7. Election of Auditor.
Messrs. H. Theobald and Co., the retiring auditors, 
are eligible and offer themselves for re-election.

S. Nominations for Executive.
S cotland.—Mr. James Neate and Mr. F. A . Horni- 

brook, nominated by Glasgow Branch.
W ales.—Mr. T. Gorniot and Mr. A. C. Rosetti, 

nominated by Swansea Branch.
N.E. G roup.—Miss K. B. Kough, nominated by 

Newcastle and Chester-le-Street Branches.
Mr. A. B. Moss, nominated by South Shields 
Branch.

N.W. G r o u p .— Mr. H. R. Clifton and Mrs. E .Yen- 
ton, nominated by Liverpool and Birkenhead 
Branches.

S.W. G roup.— Mr. W. J. W. Easterbrook, nomi
nated by Plymouth Branch.

M idland G roup.:—Mrs. C. G. Quinton (Junr.) and 
Mr. J. G. Dobson, nominated by Birmingham 
Branch.

Southern  G roup.—Mr. L. M. Werrey-Easterbrook 
nominated by Hants and Dorset and Brighton 
Branches.

S outh L ondon .— Mr. II. Preeee, nominated by 
South London Branch.

N orth  L ondon .— Mr. L. Ebury, nominated by 
North London Branch.

E ast L ondon .— Mr. H. Silvester, nominated by 
Bethnal Green and West Ham Branches.

W est L ondon .—Mr. B. A . I.e Maine, nominated by 
West London and Fulham Branches.

9. Motion by Executive :
(a) “  That all leaflets or other literature issued by 

Branches of the N.S.S., and bearing their imprint, 
shall be submitted to the Executive before publica
tion.”

(b) “ That except in the case of new Branches 
every one holding office shall have been a member 
of the Society for at least one year.”

10. Motion by Perth Branch :—
“ That in the opinion of this Conference a scheme 

should be devised by the Executive by which 
systematic propaganda during the winter season 
should be carried on in places where the exist
ing facilities for such propaganda are very limited.”

11. Motion by West Ham and Bradford Branches :—
“ That this Conference in emphasizing its convic

tion that the modern .State should stand strictly 
aloof from the patronage and support of religion, 
protests against the spending of public money on 
providing chaplains in the Army, Navy and Air 
Forces, and against the release of Churches and 
Chapels from the payment of such Rates and Taxes 
as are levied on non-religious bodies.”

11a. Motion by Liverpool Branch :—
“ That the Executive be empowered to make all 

necessary arrangements for the production of a 
gramophone record, reproducing a short address on

12.

13-

14.

Freethought by Mr. Chapman Cohen, the exact title 
and subject to be left mainly in the hands of U1, 
Cohen the sale price of the discs to be arranged I') 
the Executive.
Motion by Birmingham Branch :—

“  That this Conference offers its strongest prate5, 
against the operations of the censorship, both office 
and unofficial, as constituting a grave menace to 
freedom of thought and expression.”
Motion by Stockport and Fulham and Chelsea 
Branches :—

That Branches be advised to make a protest 
against the Sunday programmes of the B.B.C. •' 
special feature of their summer propaganda, '"it' 
such time as a more equitable programme is adopt1'* 
by the Corporation.
Motion by A. I). Maclaren :—

“ That this Conference deplores the failure of t'1*- 
deal with the miestion of Sunda}Government to deal with the question 

Entertainments in a wise and statesmanlike man ' 
and submits that the only just and wise settle*116 

is a repeal of the Sunday Act as being out of t°u 
with the best thought of the time, and an unwarra 
able infringement on the liberty of the individua

15. — Motion by Executive :—  . j
“ That in accordance with the resolution passe* ‘ 

last year’s Conference the Executive is heU ; 
authorized to take part in the formation of a 1 
laugh Centenary Committee, and further author • 
the Executive to take whatever steps it may 
necessary to mark, in whatever way it may 
side fitting, the Centenary of the founder of 
National Secular Society.

16. Motion by Fulham and Chelsea Branch :— ^
(a) “  That as a method of celebrating Bradla'G

Sunday, the Executive be instructed to arrange a 
park

iS.

mass meeting of all London Branches in Hyde 
on an appropriate date.”

(b) “  That there be issued annually in tlic I '" “
thinker, the total membership of the N.S.S., and 
number of new members admitted each year. 
Motion by Mr. G. F. Green :—  ,.

“  That the words ‘ It regards happiness as rna'm 
proper aim and Utility as his moral guide, 
deleted from the 
.Society.”
Motion by West Ham Branch :—

(a) “  That this Conference calls the attention 0
all Freethinkers to the growing intrusion of 
ligion in political life and public institutions,

his moral „
Principals and Objects of the

r e- 
a«̂  

f tl ’̂’urges upon all to resist the growing danger 01 L ,j 
mixture of sectarian religious interests with c)' 
affairs.”

(b) “  That in view of the close association betu’6 ^
Freethought propaganda and the Birth Control ffl0'. _ 
ment in the past, this Conference notes with sa l̂s_ 
faction the surrender of the Church to a m0' 
meut which it fought so hard to crush.”

19.— Motion by Wembley Branch :—
“ That in the opinion of this Conference the t". 

is now ripe for the National Secular Society to ^ 
tensify its political activities in order to counter** 
the influence of religious organizations in 1 
political arena.”

0. Motion by Bradford Branch :—  •
“ That this Conference urges upon Freethink*-'  ̂

the duty of doing what lies in their power tliroiffi  ̂
the medium of debating societies and other organ1*3 
tions to educate public opinion in the direction 01 
]Kilicy of Secular Education.”

The Conference will sit in the Victoria Hotel, Dc*111̂  
gate: Morning Session, 10.30 to 12.30; Afternoon Se 
sion, 2.30 to 4.30. Delegates will be required to produc6 
their credentials at the door; Members, the current cill< 
of membership. Only Members of the Society are _e . 
titled to be present. A Luncheon for delegates and v)®1 
tors at 1 p.in., price 3s., will be provided in the Victor13 
Hotel. During the Afternoon Session papers will be rca 
on items of Freethought interest, followed by discuss1011- 

By order of the Executive,
C hapman Cohen, President.
R. H. R osetti, Secretary.
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^desirable Residents in the 
Human Body.

?"*  parasitic pests that aíílÍCt d o S in e  ofdeligii-‘°nn a curious commentary on the <- disease-
parasitic worms, micro-organisms an 0 scientific 
inducing creatures furnish a wide he c wdd
research. It is sometimes asserted ities
nature the maladies that visit civilized c ,nnong 
are unknown, and that the diseases rampai *
domesticated animals are the result of 1 
conditions in which they live. „«-nneous.

’I'his contention, however, is entue > possess 
Por despite th e  fact that parasites sc <■ state
structures favourable to preservation m  a 
evidences of th e  very early ex is te n ce  ° fJ g S 
have come dow n to us from rem o te  geo <<tbat

There is some evidence,”  declares ’ p
'»«„¡a „Kistel in the pre-Cambmn 
Sltlc or ‘ spot ’ fungi have been found1 FossU
°i Plants in as early as Carbonífero!  ̂ infection 
specimens of rhinoceros show evidence snails
"ith actinomyces (lumpy jaw).: Paras* a ” e common in 
"Pon sea lilies began in Silurmn, Carboniferous
devonian and reached a climax m found in
l'eriod. Insect galleries and galls have be is
ldants from Cretaceous and Tertiary roc • rtant 
Muite possible that parasites played a j

in the extinction of several forms of
Se_tse flies which transmit Try panos eariy

causing the ‘ nagana ’ disease 111 nianim ributed
Tertiary tim es w ere  m u c h  m o re  w id e ljand ___  __ _
mi even reached the region of Colorado-’ ’

. Some of the parasitic worms that infest the liuim
frameworkT, - -j 1 k were familiar to the ancient Egyptians.
file E l le r s "  ______________________
" ' ' ,es a disease that seems to have been hookworm, a 

'alady  very common in tropical countries and second 
1 > to malaria in its dire consequencies to the com- 
"nnty. The old Nile dwellers were also acquainted 

1 ffilhar/.ia, a disease characterized by the dm
""ge of blood in the urine. Moreover, the eggs o 

he Parar''
v°l>ically cmising this disease have been micros-

ln°"arch examined in the mummy of an Egyptian
The G preserved in the Cairo Museum.

■ Africa ' ’l"nea-worm disease, so prevalent in West 
in his’ 16 ®°l,dan and India, is noted by Plutarch 
Rod gB!tateincnt That “  the people taken ill on the
"'lack 
out

sea suffered from many strange and unheard-of 
' s- amongst others from little snakes which camev m v i a  u u i i i  l i ttle , - i n c i wiiiv.il V.

and i,.i, n Them, gnawed away tlieir legs and arms, 
Un ■ en t 
ilKln tlle t
> P o r tab 
11 llat rep,
¡ f e * 1' -on

again retracted, coiling themselves 
muscles and there giving rise to the most...t muscles an 

'"supportable pains.”  
That re''1“" ' " 1O

ff'oimi1 ’ epe^ant tropical disease elephantantiasis, al- 
tingoi’, T ff co
e'eVentl'C<1 aS a sPecific disease by Avicenna in the 
"oiv 1 1 century a .d . This horrible affliction liasuepn 4— - -

'g  confused with leprosy was clearly dis-

vile
Jeen

? of a Traced by Sir Patrick Malison to the pres
'1'apew-t-hreadW0rm *n The lymphatic vessels.

""d k -,,or.nis were known to Hippocrates in C.reece
tl. OUl 111 _1 1 1 1 • •til

"s

—wi m ancient and modern days the origin of 
e a"d other disgusting parasites was ascribed toTout;,

Rut with the invention and."eons generation, 
ieroscope tl
iverthrown. ____ .. . .__ ____,-----------

'sites produce myriads of eggs, and that were

’"g d' °f their victim it would soon become a seetli 
out]  ̂ <d af'en hfe. Obviously, these eggs needed an 
Tfoctian11'1 /Ul"ther study showed that the source of

oof ji n— vuunm. u n i wiLii me mveiiLiuii unu
c°mpiet \Q "'icroscope this erroneous theory lias been 
that ,pav, \ overthrown. Microscopical study proved 
"H theseSIteS ’"O'tuce myriads of eggs, and that were 
‘he lv„i developed into adult parasites within
in„ o  Of tlicV  ..11 1 ■>

W a *  e x i s t e d
surmized that parasites were the degen

"s truly JtlSred lu ffie iufectcd’s environment, and it

erate descendants of free-living organisms that had1 
gradually adapted themselves to a predatory life 
within the bodies of their hosts.

It is now established that, with one doubtful ex
ception, no parasite can directly reproduce itself with
in the body of its victim. A  certain time must elapse 
before a parasite can develop into its infective stage. 
Indeed, so dissimilar in appearance are larval para
sites to those that have assumed the mature form that 
their real relationship was not even suspected.

The only means available to the physician in cases 
of parasitic infection were the use of drugs and the 
destruction of the bodily discharges of the patient. 
Tittle progress was possible in eliminating sources of 
infection even in temperate regions, while in the tro
pics the prospect seemed hopeless. Moreover, 
medical science was obstructed by the circumstance 
that domesticated animals sometimes harbour the same 
species of parasites that infest the human body and 
thus function as intermediary hosts. Again, some 
parasites enter our bodies with food and drink, while 
certain virulant forms fracture the skin and thus 
establish themselves within. Furthermore, as Pro
fessor Leiper the eminent helminthologist points out,
“  although the progeny of many of the parasitic 
worms leave the human body in the stools, there are 
some which pass out in the sputum and the urine 
while others are sucked from the blood by biting in
sects.”
Parasites that lodge in the food canal, and these only, 
are susceptible to treatment by the use of drugs.Those 
that have entered the blood stream, lungs, liver and 
glands cannot be reached by the agency of drugs. 
To increase the obstacle the administration of “ antliel- 
minthics ”  involves danger as these medicines are 
poisons, only to be used in minute doses. Therefore, 
full knowledge of the life cycle of parasitic organisms 
is essential to success especially as it is now ascer
tained that parasites are prevented from attaining 
maturity unless very prescribed conditions prevail.

Some parasites die in the absence of a given temper
ature or humidity. Others perish unless they find an 
intermediate host which furnishes shelter and food 
while they undergo their special metamorphosis. I11 
fact, in the absence of detailed knowledge of the 
transformations and migrations of plant and animal 
parasites outside their hosts’ bodies their ravages can
not be overcome.

The tapeworm is an unwelcome and not easily 
ejected tenant in the house we live in, and the para
site’s success in clinging to its victim furnishes a strik
ing instance of adaptive power. Küchenmeister, a 
pioneer student, observed the nature of those bladder 
worms which infest various internal organs of the 
body. These worms have no sexual organs and never 
produce eggs, and their presence in the tissues could 
only be accounted for in terms of spontaneous genera
tion. But experiment proved that when a cyst re
moved from the brain of a sheep attacked by staggers 
was given to another animal, the latter was soon 
infected with tapeworms, and the parasites’ eggs were 
found in the animal’s excrement. Further research 
demonstrated that when these eggs are introduced into 
the body of the sheep this animal soon manifests the 
symptoms of staggers, a disease induced by the pres
sure of the developing cysts on the brain’s surface.

Those undeveloped tapeworms, the cystic worms 
contained in the flesh of the pig bear buds re
semble those found in the common tapeworm which 
inhabits the human intestine. Some of these cysts 
were taken by volunteers who were subsequently seen 
to be infected with tapeworm and this pointed to the 
pig as the vehicle of infection. Swine then fed with 
eggs taken from the excrement of a tapeworm sufferer 
were afterwards killed and their flesh was found in-



fested with cysts of Taenia solium, the specific tape
worm of the pig. Although no mature tapeworm 
has ever been detected in the pig’s intestine it is 
clear that the animal is the seat of the cystic stage in 
the life cycle of this loathsome parasite.

Similar studies prove that cattle are the hosts of the 
cysts or undeveloped tapeworms of a hookless type 
which flourish in their fully developed form in the 
human intestine.

Another tapeworm that afflicts man is the “ broad” 
tapeworm, a quite common dweller in the human 
bowel in Switzerland and the Baltic lands. This para
site passes the larval stages of its life in the flesh of 
freshwater fish such as perch and pike. Its life cycle 
is described by Dr. Leiper as follows: “  After hatch
ing from the eggs the tapeworm young are pursued 
and swallowed by a species of Cyclops. In the body 
of this minute crustacean— the so-called ‘ water-flea ’ 
•— they undergo a preliminary development. If the in
fected Cyclops is swallowed by a perch, the parasite 
is set free and attains the infective stage; remaining 
in this situation until the fish is in turn eaten by a 
human being.”

T. F . P almer.

Thomas Paine.
—1^ <—

(Continued from page 268.)

It became increasingly unpopular and indeed danger
ous to oppose the public clamour for the King’s death. 
The Girondins generally w’ere against it, and they still 
bad a majority over the Mountain, but many of them 
were terrorized into abandoning their convictions. 
When the question was debated in the Convention as 
to what sentence should be passed, Paine’s carefully 
reasoned speech, in favour of imprisonment during 
the War and perpetual banishment afterwards, was 
read by a clerk, he himself being unable to speak 
French. It is rather a remarkable circumstance that 
he, a very able man, never did learn to converse in 
French, although he was destined to remain in the 
country for over twelve years. The speech created a 
tremendous uproar and was interrupted by Marat, 
who declared it to be a false translation. A  member 
came to the rescue of the trembling clerk, stating that 
he had read the original of the speech, and that it had 
been interpreted correctly. Over 300 members voted 
with Paine, but by a majority of twenty-five, death 
unconditionally was carried. The question of when 
the penalty was to be carried out was left over until 
the next day. Fifty-five members were absent on the 
second occasion, and of the 690 present, a majority of 
seventy voted for death within twenty-four hours. 
Secret proposals for saving Louis had been set on foot 
from Kngland in the course of which the then all- 
powerful Danton had been aproached, who said he 
was willing to try and save the King but must have 
a million francs to buy up the necessasry votes, adding 
that he himself would vote for the King’s death, as 
although he might succeed in saving the King’s head, 
he had no wish to lose his own in doing so.

Paine’s action in connexion with the Royal tragedy 
brought upon him the animosity of the bloodthirsty 
Marat who was rapidly becoming a dominating influ
ence in the Convention. In one of his speeches he 
said : “ Frenchmen are mad to allow foreigners to live 
among them. They should cut of! their ears, let them 
bleed for a few days and then cut off their heads.”  A 
few months later he was himself to die by the dagger 
of Charlotte Corday. At tlie instance of Robespierre 
a law was passed ordering the arrest of all foreigners. 
This could not apply, however, to the two 
foreigners in the Convention, Paine and Anacharsis

no longer attended the Convention, but retired to aIj 
old mansion in the Faubourg St. Denis, wl

Clootz. Nevertheless it was only a question of 
for them also. The period of The Terror was ""P1  ̂
approaching. The mantle of Marat had fallen "P^ 
Robespierre, who had declared himself in the ea 
days of the Revolution as opposed to capital P""1̂  
ment. Twenty-two of the leading Girondins 
suddenly arrested, all intimate friends of Panic, ' 
at this time, in despair at the way in which his c 
ished dream of equality and fraternity was develop"1 <

ÎhTchW
formerly belonged to Madame de Pompadour, " ' ,cr 
he lived entirely secluded. a

He relates that he was visited' there one day 
very courteous gentleman in a French officer s 
form, who spoke excellent English and req 
Paine’s assurance of the bona fides of two y 
Englishman who had just been arrested. This vi ^ 
turned out to be the executioner, Samson, the ^  
tremely efficient minister of the guillotine, " j 
whose hands the King’s head had fallen and those 
countless other victims of lesser rank. .fl.

The cruelty bom of suspicion and fear daily 
creased the number of arrests ordered by the 0 ^  
potent Committee of Public Safety, consisting °| .
nine men, of whom one was Robespierre, although 
one of the original members, and merely to be acCl,̂ ie 
meant almost certain death. Paine lived under 
expectation of arrest at any moment. Under 
shadow he commenced to write the work "  ^.e 
brought more execration upon him than anything  ̂
he did, either before or afterwards, The Age 
Reason. In later times it earned him thé title Ç 
ferred by President Roosevelt, of “  A  filthy " ^  
Atheist,”  but Roosevelt could not have read the Pa‘̂  
phlet when he made the thoughtless remark whlC1' ’ , 
someone has said, was incorrect in three partie" , 
viz., Paine'was not filthy, was not little and was 
an Atheist.

The pamphlet distinctly avers a belief in a S"P^ j5 
Being and Creator of the Universe. Its attack ■d
directed against the Bible being accepted as the t 
of God. To understand the general indignation flt 
the publication caused, it must be remembered tn < 
that time the Bible was believed to be verbally 
directly inspired, and Paine’s reply to the acc"S< 
of blasphemy was that his accusers were blasph0"1̂  
in attributing to the Almighty cruelties and mass" 
which were stated to have been carried out by . -t 
orders in the various wars of the Israelites aff j[ 
neighbouring tribes and countries. He enq",rf^ie 
it could be reasonably supposed that a Being 01

0 S*supreme power which ordered the Universe, co" 
ing millions of worlds, could have descended to 
the language and adopt the expedients whicl' ^  
chronicles of the Israelites disclose in the Old \ 
ment at various phases in their history. Such 
as Jonah and the Whale received very rough ha"< ^ 
But the most serious ground of complaint againS ¡̂ e 
book was the attack against the fundamental j,. 
of Christianity. The Divinity, the Immaculate .g(i; 
ception, the Resurrection of Christ, were de  ̂
although the utmost reverence was expressed f°r 
character. %v£ls

However, Paine strongly insisted that his book- 
not in support of but against Atheism, and the 
cerity of his aim cannot be questioned.

On the last page of Part I are the foil0" 
words:—  sist'

The creation we behold is tlie real and ever - 
ing word of God, in which we cannot be dec 
It proclaiineth his power, it demonstrates hlS 
dom, it manifests his goodness and beneficence-  ̂

Another quotation; this time from a lette1" 
Samuel Adams : —  jtito

The people of France were running headlong
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Atheism, and I had the work translated inA^eir own 
language to stop them in that career, an 
to the first article of every man’s creed w 10 
creed at all—I believe in God.

Although P a in e  co u ld  n o t  ac ce p t th e  d o c trin e  o
Christia
live ■

lanity, he more than once proved that he could
r .uP to and practise its precepts. For instance, we 

good to them that despitefully use you.”  
n English officer, Capt. Grimstone, R.A., who hap- 
0'le. to present with Paine at a dinner in Paris,

1 • mto a heated argument, called Paine a traitor to 
Pei tj°Untry and struck him a violent blow. The 
d e a l^ ° r s':r*hing a Deputy of the Convention was 
. a i’ ai,d Paine had much difficulty in obtaining a 
o f^ rt Aom Barrere, the President of the Committee 
con t ^a êty’ f°r Captain Grimstone to leave the 

111 ry. Paine moreover paid Grimstone’s travell-
lnK expenses.
1 he manuscript of the Age of Reason, Paine’s 
hou a >Useĉ  Work, had only been completed a few 
He^ Ŵ en ^le long-expected order of arrest arrived. 
v,|i Was conveyed to the prison of the Luxembourg, 

' re l̂e ^as destined to remain ten weary months, 
offe °Ut he” lg brought to trial or even informed of his 
aftence or the name of his accuser. It was not until 

b’e fall of Robespierre that it became known 
Th V Vas.the Mtter "'ho was the author of the order.

, mer’can minister in Paris at that time was 
relelaVerneur Morris, who was appealed to, to claim the 
?en‘ so his fellow-countryman as an American citi- 
ai?aii <■ n ôr.tunately Morris had a secret grudge 
Ir.0t Paine, arising largely from the mean 
jn Ve. iealousy, Paine being frequently consulted 
lie co6 erence to himself about American affairs. So 
t0 himself with writing an ambiguous letter
mi ,lc Minister of Foreign Affairs, which the latter 
¿ig Very well interpret as an attitude of entire in- 
Mo/-61106 as ^le fate of the prisoner. This enabled 
a c v 'S £° reP°rt Washington that he had made a 
a lett"1 °̂r ^a*ne’s release which had been refused. In 
be a to. Secretary Tliomas Jefferson, afterwards to 
mari. resident of the United States, he casually re- 

vS> as a trifling incident: —
r - t  I should forget it, I must mention that Thomas 
Pair 'n Prison> where he amuses himself with 

q 1 lshing a pamplilet against Jesus Christ.
a frjg paving his house for prison, Paine entrusted to 
Veyain< lbe manuscript of the Age of Reason for con- 
Pernij -̂ *° ^le Planter> the guard courteously giving

for
Tl

or j 'Uxembourg was a prison specially reserved 
in, _ retlch nobilitv nnrl fnr TTn rrlicVi nricntiprQ Tt

Was a select
nobility and for English prisoners. Tt

allowed"*”  ̂ company and of both sexes. They were 
Pile 'f t0 C011verse freely with each other, under the 

°t the
^iglit -  for the tod-frequentalmost have been happy ’’ death. "
Partings as one or other was led °r made good
fe r , these unfortunate gaps were a J q{ Foreign
A f 'e sh  arrivals. One day th e  j- 1 ,vri t te n  to  b v  
A ffair D efo rgues, w h o  h a d  b ee n  

1----- ^

good-natured gaoler, Benoit, and life

Mi
tairs,

orris .  V V 1JV7 J i c t c i  u c c u  W I I L L V - U  w  u y

a fello,a, . t.Paine and refused release, turned up as 
bo\vG,.f V ictim . Another day came the lately all- 

-j.j Canton, who took Paine’s hand saying: —  
your  ̂which you did for the happiness and liberty of 
been |°Untry> I tried in vain to do for mine. I have 
seilt] ess fortunate but not less innocent. They will 
slnli 1110 t° the scaffold: very well, my friends, I

a ‘ 1 s°  gaily.
.. As the
Pills j], error proceeded, the daily number of vie 
M94, â r?ase^- Robespierre fell at the end of July, 
)f>9 prjSo on one night in that month no less than 
of thetu ner® w-ere taken out of the Luxembourg, 160 
?f the n ° Cle Under the guillotine before the evening 
la âmcn,e>ii, ây> after a travesty of a trial before the 

°Us ^ibunal of the Terror.

There is good reason to believe that Paine’s name 
was in the last list, and that only an accident on the 
part of the officers appointed to collect the victims for 
the shambles, saved him. Robespierre having at last 
been devoured by the monster he had helped to create, 
Paine still remained a captive. The same influence 
which had prevented his release at the outset still 
kept him in the Luxembourg. Paine had succeeded 
in sending a letter to his former friend George Wash
ington months before and was troubled at receiving 
no reply. It was not until three more weary months 
had passed after Robespierre had gone that a new 
American minister was appointed, James Monroe, the 
famous author of the Monroe Doctrine. Monroe, 
being made acquainted with the situation, immediately 
applied to the French Government for Paine’s release 
as an American citizen, or alternatively that he should 
be tried for any offence that he was accused of. It 
then transpired that he had been arrested only under 
the decree against foreigners and he was at once set 
free. During the latter part of his imprisonment he 
had suffered from a malignant fever from which he 
had nearly died. The after effect was an abscess in 
his side, which remained more or less active for years, 
causing great pain and weakness.

F. M. R ead.
(To be concluded.)

Correspondence.

To the Euitor oe the “ Freethinker.”

THE CENSORSHIP.
S ir ,— I heartily agree with L ’Aiguillon that our 

children should have a saner sex education; that, indeed, 
is my reason for condemning sex films.

A sane education means not merely knowledge of sex 
matters, but also a correct mental outlook on them. 
This is precisely where our films fail. A comparison of 
sex as shown on the screen and as idealized in Greek 
statuary will illustrate what I mean. Greece exalted 
sex ; the film debases it. The difference is not between 
half-clad and naked, but between Apollo and the mon
key.

The censorship may be likened to timber propping up a 
rickety house; the remedy is surely to rebuild the house.

However, I thank L ’Aiguillon for replying so courte
ously to my criticisms— I assure him they were not meant 
in any carping spirit. Nothing but good can come of sin
cere criticism, even among Freethinkers.

A ramiS.

THE POPULATION QUESTION.
S ir ,— In your issue of April 17, Mr. A. McHattic says : 

“  There was, and is, no over-population.” He supports 
this assertion by quotations from Paine and Henry 
George, which are of the same scientific value as if 
taken from Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

“ Japan has an area of 150,198 square miles and a 
population of 59,500,000,” says Mr. McHattie. As re
gards population he is only about eight millions wrong. 
He ought, however, to have mentioned that Japan is 
four-fifths mountain, and only one fifth is cultivable. 
There are more than three people to every acre of cultiv
able land.

Your country readers will realize the utter impossi
bility of making a decent living from so small an area. 
For the benefit of townsmen I may say that two eminent 
agriculturists, .Sir Daniel Hall and Professor East, have 
lately estimated that two and a half cultivable acres 
per head are necessary to maintain the Western Euro
pean standard of comfort.

I am, of course, aware that Henry George and Prince 
Kropotkin held a very different opinion, but as neither 
of these worthies ever had the remotest connexion with 
agriculture, I have not thought it necessary to discuss
their views. R. B. Kerr.
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Obituary.

Mr . J. Boyle.

The remains of Mr. J. Boyle of Ancoats, Manchester, 
cremated at the Crematorium of the Southern Cem
etery, Manchester, on Saturday, April 23. Although 
not a member of the N.S.S., his whole sympathy was 
with the Freethought Movement, and which was main
tained until the end. To his widow and family we offer 
sincere sympathy in their grievous loss. Mr. G. Hall 
of Manchester read a Secular Service at the cremation.

A rthur Charles H igh .

T he West Ham Branch has sustained another loss by the 
death of Arthur Charles High, which took place on April 
19, from Bronchial Pneumonia, at the age of fifty-six 
years. Brought up in a family of Freethinkers which has 
a long and worthy record of service in West Ham, Arthur 
Charles soon took an active interest in the movement, 
and was well known in local Freethought as an interest
ing and capable speaker, as well as an ever willing 
worker whenever help was required. His devotion to 
the Cause never wavered, and one of his last requests 
was for a Secular Service at his funeral, which was duly 
carried out when the interment took place in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Ilford, Essex, on Monday, April 25, in the 
presence of relatives and friends. The Secular Service 
was read by Mr. R. H. Rosetti.

N ation a l Secular Society.

R eport of E xecutive Meeting held A pril 22, 1932.

T he President, Mr. C. Cohen in the chair.
Also present : Messrs. Moss, Clifton, Wood, I.e Maine, 

Ebury, Preece, McLaren, Sandys, Mrs. Quinton, Jtinr., 
Mrs. Venton, and the Secretary.

A number of apologies for unavoidable absence were 
read and accepted. The monthly financial statement 
presented..

New members were admitted to Swansea, Birkenhead 
Branches, and the Parent Society.

Annual Reports and Balance .Sheets from the Liverpool 
(Merseyside) and Birkenhead (Wirral) Branches were 
before the meeting, and appreciation expressed for the 
good work accomplished. Correspondence from Liverpool, 
Hendon, Golders Green, and France was dealt with, and 
instructions given. Details in connexion with the Annual 
Conference, and Annual Dinner for 1933 were submitted 
and discussed. Mr McLaren reported that the Study 
Circle would discontinue meeting after May 2 until the 
autumn. The Executive recorded its thorough apprecia
tion of the admirable work Mr. McLaren had been carry
ing on as conductor of the Circle. The meeting then 
closed.

R. H. R osf.tti,
General Secretary.

SUNDAY L E C T U R E  N O TIC ES, Etc.
LONDON.

OUTDOOR.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (White Stone Pond, H»1 P 
stead) : 11.30 a.m. and 7.0 p.m., Mr. G. Whitehead. -jfi 

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : I2'0’ o0j 
B. A. Le Maine. Platform No. 1, Messrs. Bryant and '  ^
Platform No. 2, Messrs. Le Maine and Tuson. 6-3°’ 
form No. 1, Messrs. Wood, Tusou and Bryant. 1 a 
No. 2, Messrs. Hyatt and Sapliin.

INDOOR.

Study Circle (N.S.S. Office, 62 Farringdon S tre e t,
Monday, May 2, Mr. A. D. McLaren will read a p®P  ̂j|f, 
“ Nietzsche and the Gospel of the Superman.” This " 
the last meeting of the session.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Cock Pond, Clapha®. ,̂ 
Town) : 7.30 Mr. L. Ebury, May 2, 3 4 and 5, Cana  ̂
Peckham (opp. Rye Lane) : 8.0, Mr. G. Whitehead. - 
Camberwell Gate : 8.0, Mr. G. Whitehead.

South P lace E thical Society (Conway Hall, jtr_ 
Square, W.C.i) : n.o, C. Delisle Burns, M.A.,
“  Mechanism and the Arts.” ^

South L ondon E thical Society (Oliver G o l d s m i t h  Sc 
Peckham Road) : 7.0, Miss Neilans—“ What I Saw in ' • 

T he Metropolitan Secular Society (City of bo s 
Hotel, 107 York Road, Camden Road, N.7, five cll(( ge- 
froin Brecknock Arms) : 7.20, Mr. F. A Hornibrook— 
strictions on Sunday Enjoyment.”

COUNTRY.

INDOOR.

Burnley (Phoenix Theatre) : 7.30, A Debate on I hnr- 
May 3—“ Shall we Secularize Sunday?” Affir.: Mr. J’ 
ton, N.S.S. Neg.:  Rev. J . Bretherton. . ¡i?.

F ailsworth Secular Sunday School (Pole Lane'|( .(reC- 
worth, nr. Manchester) : 2.45, Mr. R.. II. Rosetti— j. 
thought and Freethinkers.” Evening, 6.30, “ Charles 
laugh.” . jpy

Hants and Dorset B ranch N.S.S.. Branch MeetmH ¡̂¡|
I, at 36 Victoria Park Road, Bournemouth, 6.30. lna ,e, 
be the last Branch meeting before the Annual Conte

OUTDOOR.
- TO ^N ewcastle (Bigg Market) : Wednesday, May 4, /■ •’

J. T. Brighton.  ̂ ¡it
Seaham Harbour (Church Street) : Saturday, April

7.7.30, Mr. J. T. Brighton. ?[r.
Sunderland (Lambton Street) : Sunday, May 1, 7-°’

J. T. Brighton.

A C A D E M Y  C IN E M A , O x fo rd  S tre ßt
(opposite waring & gillows). Ger. 298*•

Sunday, May ist.
Premier Public Presentation in England of 

L eontine Sagan’s 
“ MÄDCHEN IN UNIFORM.”

A Psychological Study of Adolescence.

HOCUS FOCUS.

This expression, a slang term for trickery or charlatan
ism, is of disputed origin. Tillotson held that these 
words are a ribald corruption of the words of consecra
tion of the Mass hoc cst corpus in ridicule of the alleged 
act of transubstantiation. An etymologist (Nares) 
thinks this expression came from Italian jugglers, who 
said “  Ochus Bochus ”  in reference to a famous magician 
of those days. Skeat looks upon hocus poeus— some
times Hokey Pokey is substituted for it— as mere 
“  jingling repetition.” Hokos Pokus was the name 
of the juggler in Ben Jonson’s Magnetic Lady (1632), and 
in his earlier play, “ The Staple of the News (1625) we 
get “  Iniquity came in like hokos pokos in a juggling 
jerkin, with false skirts like the knave of clubs.”  Hocus 
Focus is therefore a suitable pseudonymn for one or all 
of the tricks of priestcraft.

UNWANTED CHILD
j3 0

In a Civilized Community there should be 
U N W A N T ED  Children.

QQ0
For an Illustrated Decriptive List (68 pages) of Biri*1 

trol Requisites and Books, send a i^d. tamp 1° '

I. R . HOLMES, East Haimay, W aniag«, B" k'
E S T A B L I S H E D  N E A R L Y  H A L F  A CE N T U R Y .
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS
Issued and Sold by

THE PIONEER PR E SS (G. W . F oote & Co., L t d .)

6 l FARRINGDON STREET, LONDON, E.C .4.

e lr e sy
H. G. FARMER

Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH
AND MIND. 6d., postage id.

tHr
Robus

A. MILLAR
OF PAN. 6d., postage id.

GEORGE WHITEHEAD

T H E

ROBERT ARCH
SOCIETY AND SUPERSTITION. 4<h> postage '/A-

CHAPMAN COHEN
A GRAMMAR o f  FREETHOUGHT. Cloth Bound, 5s- 

postage y/d.
ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING. Three Complete Volumes. 

7s. 6d., post free.
G° D AND EVOLUTION. 6d., postage id.
MATERIALISM RE-STATED. Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 2'/d. 
God AND Th e  UNIVERSE. Cloth 3S., postage 3d., Paper 

2S*> postage 2d.
Ch r istia n ity  a n d  s l a v e r y , clo th  2s. 6d., postage

3d.; Paper is. 6d., postage 2d.
War, CIVILIZATION AND THE CHURCHES. Cloth 3s., 

Paper 2s., postage 3d. and 2d. respectively.

Pi of. J. W. DRAPER
CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION. 2d., postage '/A- 
History  o f  t h e  c o n f l ic t  b e t w e e n  r e l ig io n

AND SCIENCE. 395 pages. 2S., postage y/A-

ARTHUR FALLOWS
Realistic  a p h o r is m s  a n d  p u r p l e  p a t c h e s .

Taper Covers, 3s. 6d., postage 4 ĵd.

N ational S ecular S ociety

President:

CHAPMAN COHEN.
Secretary:

R. H. R o se t t i, 62 Farringdon Street, London. 

E.C.4.

IN ART. 2d., postage '/d.

G. W. FOOTE
Hhle r o m a n c e s . 2s. 6d., postage 3d.
JHli BIBLE HANDBOOK. 2S. 6d., postage 2'/A 
HP, PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. 2d., postage '/A- 
Hr JEWISH l i f e  OF CHRIST. 6d., postage /d.

' HAKESPEARE a n d  o t h e r  l i t e r a r y  e s s a y s .
Cloth 3s. 6d., postage 3d.

Col. R. G. INGERSOLL
‘ Hu HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. Id., postage '/d.

* *  Is RELIGION? id., postage '/A- 
IS IT WORTH ?—id., postage '/A-

W. MAUN
Christianity in  c h in a . 6d., Postagc 1 ostage 2d.
^ODern MATERIALISM. Paper «• ’ postage '/d-
'AGAN and CHRISTIAN MORAL1 •

SdRNCE AND THE SOUL- 3d- PostagC ; stage jfd, 
ef, religion  o f  fam o u s  m e n . 1

GERALD M A 8 ® *aICU ,  CHRIST. rHR HISTORICAL JESUS AND MY 
fid., postage id.

_  "  ,rv T H ?  Cloth, 39- P°st"]Ti.SUs CHRIST : MAN, GOD, OR M
. age 2Vfd. l/(i

AND HIS GODS, ad., Posta| eT ' ’H'.LIGio n  AND PSYCHO-ANALY ld
Heugion and Women. 6d., P° * xa.
God, Df.vh,s and Men. 9d-> P ,

Td« Mtl Religion. 9d-> Postag rl th pound, as.^  CASE AGAINST THEISM- ^
Postage ajid.; Paper is- 3d-» P°®

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

S ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based 
on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of 

divine guidance or interference ; it excludes super
natural hopes and fears ; it regards happiness as man’s 
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; 
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalize 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labour ; to extend 
material well-being; and to realise the self-government 
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the So:iety, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone 
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy : —

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes 
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing the 
following declaration : —

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I 
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects.

Name ...................................................................................

Address..................................................................

Occupation ............................................................

Dated this...... day of............................................. 19...

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
With a subscription.

P.5 .—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 
every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to his means and interest in the cause.

To Freethinkers in Business
Increase your sales by advertising on advertising 
pencils. Name and address, business, phone No. 
and Slogan. Imprint in black on gold, silver, white 
and all colours, also trade block. British made from 
best H.B. lead and cedar wood—a really good pencil,
17/6 for 1 gross, much cheaper for quantities, 

samples free. Patronise a fellow Freethinker.A. RADLEY, 48 Cardigan Lane, Burley, Leeds



288 T H E  FREETH IN KER May i , 1932

N ow  Ready.

j| Oi topical interest in view of the 
it forthcoming crisis in the relations 
If between Church and State.

History—Argument- 
Statistics.

Cloth 2s. 6d.
P ostage 3d.

T H E -

The case for
and Disendowment from the
secular and financial points 

view.

!

i

Disestablishment :
he
of I

!
Official Facts about 
Church Revenues.

Paper Is . 6d.
P ostage 2d.

REVENUES of RELIGION
W ith

A RECORD OF ESTABLISHED RELIGION IN ENGLAND
B y

ALAN HANDSACRE
Author 0/ "  Authordoxy: A Reply to G. K. Chesterton's "  Orthodoxy “

Its Evolution and P ossib ilitiesetc., etc.

Issued for the Secular Society, Lim ited by the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon St., B .0.4

"  The Irish Free State :

*

l
! Selected Heresies!

i
ì
li

An Anthology from the W ritings of

Chapman Cohen

This is a selection of pregnant 
passages and arguments from the \ 
various writings, articles and books j 
dealing with questions in Ethics, j 
Science, Religion and Sociology, j 
The whole offers a view of life by j 
one who never fails to speak out j 
plainly, and seldom fails to make j

History of the Conflict 
Between Religion and 

Science
by Prof. J. W. DRAPER.

This is an unabridged edifion of Draper’s g1*** 
work, of which the standard price is 716- 

Cloth Bound. 396 PageSi 

m e *  a/-. postage 4#d„

| Thb Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street,

himself understood.i!
1
ì .............. ...
I T hb P ionebk Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

Cloth Gilt - 3s. 6d.
Postage 3d. extra.

1
i
1
1
1
1
1

«4

SHAKESPEARE
. . and other . .

L IT E R A R Y  ESSAYS
BY

G. W . FO O TE !
With Preface by C hapman C ohen j

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd..),

Price 3s. 6d. —  P o s t a g e j i  j

Thb Pioneb* Press, 61 Farringdon Street,

Printed and Published by T h* Pionier Press (O, W, F oote and Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Sireett Londan,
S.Cd-


