TESTING the power of faith

Enmmiuav

Z01' Ell— No, 13

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS.

Page
Testing the Power of Faith.—The Editor - 193
Tre Fake of the Holy Fire.—Uimnermus 1A

An Overlooked Instance of Design. W. Mann m

A Tribute to Militant Freethought.—ignotus 197
Tree State Elections.—Erin - icS
Mesterpieces of Freethought.—H. Cutner - ro%
Anthropological Christianity*—(the late) 7* 208
The Wood and the Trees.—Alan Handsacre 206
B War Useless?—R. B. Kerr - 26

Acid Drops, To Correspondents, Sugar Plums,
Letters to the Editor, etc.

Views and Opinions.

Testing the Power of Faith.

a” stians are fond of telling us that Christianity is
ty, e >0l of experience. It is not always quite clear
Viea they mean by this.  Often they tell us that
~ 1'reetEinlcers cannot believe Christianity because
san 'aVe never experienced it. On the other hand the
en 'e fTEP"e teE us that we cannot hope to experi-
Atn] Cllristianity without first of all believing in it.
eilCe We thus have to believe before we can experi-

ar 1 and experience before we believe. The
teilUment seems a little confused. Others
in Vs we must test Christianity before pass-

Judgment on it, and if we have never

it ‘'in, 'r'Stiails we OUgEt to remain silent concerning
he aat * very similar to telling an Alienist that

him never to pass judgment on a patient until he

has been insane. Others content themselves
~NiZINMling us of the rapturous and peaceful state of
Jat- Christianity has brought them, without appre-
Oth(;’7 h* “act that the same might be said of many

WijZ —both spiritual and spirituous. On the
. e Christian use of the argument from ex-
L leaves us where we were t is not
that :

merelWe °hjGet to the test of experience, but
Chri t' there is no genuine test by which the

giVeSlan ’'s content to abide. Let any Christian
anit B a real>a scientific method by which Christi-
Pret..niay he put to the test of experience, and the
the " i er will not merely be the first to agree to

abiril i 1Cation of the test, he will quite cheerfully
e hy it.

hi

7. “*tch Doctors.
Chrisp™  his own religion is not concerned the
WP it Is ready to suggest a guite reasonable test

‘ricaSl°Z!belief. ~or example. There is in West
over b 3 called the Christian Council, presided
~ me Bishop of Accra. This body of Christians

founded
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is annoyed at the success of native religious practi-
tioners, witch-doctors. So the Bishops, who has taken
to these people a Bible which teaches the reality of
witchcraft, heir of a Church which has burned many
hundreds of men and women for being witches or
wizards, a believer in Jesus, who also believed in
witchcraft, wishes to do away with his native com-
petitors. Those learned in the history of witchcraft
will remember that one power possessed by witches
was that of turning themselves into animals or
birds. Curiously enough | have never heard of any
witch turning herself into a jackass. Perhaps it was
held that with the Christian Church in existence no
one could compete with it in the art of turning people
into donkeys. It will be remembered that the first
triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem was on the
back of an ass; and the Churches have had an affec-
tionate attachment for asses ever since. So the
Christian Council boldly challenges the believers in
witchcraft to get their wizards to prove the truth of
their belief. They offer a reward of £10 to any witch-
doctor who can eat fruit while standing five yards
away form it, take something out of a sealed box
without breaking the seal, or transform himself into
any beast, bird or creeping thing. The reward seems
very little, but the Christian Council is evidently not
very anxious to run risks. Perhaps the smallness of
the reward is an indication that the Christian Council
is half afraid there may be something in it, and that
the native magicians might have the power they claim
to have. Of course, the magicians, if they are up in
Christian apologetics, might reply, as do Christians
in this country to similar challenges, that miracles
cannot be worked to order, and that even “ Our
Lord ” could not work miracles where faith was lack-
ing. | really do not see how any Christian preacher
could reply to this defence—without abandoning the
essence of the defence he puts up against the Free-
thinker. Not that any genuine Christian, either at
home or abroad, is likely to notice the illogicality of
the Christian attack or defence. There are harps and
halos and golden seats in heaven, but there is no
chair of logic. The African witch-doctor might well
reply to the Christian one that the spirit could if it
would, and that is all there is about it. Something

like the :—
. . . old woman of Sydney
Who had a disease of the kidney,
She prayed to the Lord
That she might be restored,
An’ he could if he would, but he didna'.

* * *

Why Not a TestP

Following the example of the Christian Council
one might offer the same kind of challenge to our
witch-doctors at home. If there is one clear test laid
down in the New Testament it is the one Jesus offered
his followers. In his name they were to do great
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deeds. They should take up a deadly thing and it
would not harm them, they might drink deadly
poisons and they should remain unhurt. Now the
Freethinker will offer considerably more than ten
pounds to any Christian leader in this country who
will undertake to drink a mixture of our preparing
unharmed, and we will undertake that it shall do
more than make him sick. That is a clear and a
simple test. It is one of the indications that they are
really the Lord’s disciples. Or if they do not care
for that test they may name any other example that
will offer a clear and indisputable evidence of the
truth of their belief. They might take the mortality
among those who pray and those who “ blaspheme” ;
the sickness with children who are baptized and
those who are not; the quantity of fish caught by fish-
ing nets that are blessed and by those that are un-
blessed; the danger of fire in houses that are inhabited
by Christians and in those inhabited by Atheists; the
productivity of a garden that is cultivated on Sunday
and those that are cultivated on week-days only.
There are scores of ways in which the Christian re-
ligion can be put to the test, just as the Christian
Council suggests putting the religion of the West
African to the test. And it is really far more im-
portant that we should settle this question of the re-
liability of the Christian religion than we should
decide whether, the religious beliefs of the West
African are trustworthy. As it is, the West African is
apt to ask himself the question on what ground is he
to give up the witch-doctor who says he can work
miracles to adopt a religion whose medicine-men pre-
sent him with a book which makes substantially
similar claims?
* #
A Dangerous Generalization!

In commenting on this queer case the Daily Tele-
graph says :—

The fear of mysterious wisdom and occult powers
is a curse to mankind, and not only on the Gold
Coast. And yet | have no hope that the failure of
any magician to come up to the scratch with his
miracle will destroy the faith in magic.

That, on the face of it, is a passage that is full of
“ horse sense.” The mere failure of a witch-doctor
to make his medicine work is, in the vast majority of
cases, quite ineffective as a means of breaking down
belief in these practitioners. Let us suppose that the
test of the Christian Council was accepted by the
African medicine-men, and that as a result they
failed. Would that cure the West African of his be-
lief in magic? It is very questionable, for the
Christian Council has as an alternative to the belief
displaced another belief of exactly the same funda-
mental character. The real argument of the Christian
Council is that the gods of the African are not real,
but that Christians have some real gods on hand who
can work greater miracles than is claimed for the
rival deities. That is a phenomenon we see occurring
over and over again in our very midst. A Roman
Catholic who learns to reject the frowsy saints and
bogus miracles of his own creed often turns round
and accepts the highly-veneered miracles of the Pro-
testant regime. The man who gives up the belief in
orthodox Christianity is found a slave to the super-
stitions of modern Spiritualism. The Christian who
laughs at the miracles of Lourdes proclaims his belief
in the power of God to cure disease through the exer-
cise of faith. With vast numbers of people it is just a
qguestion of which superstition they accept, but some
superstition they will have. It is the mentality, the
mental outlook that matters. In the absence of an
altered mental outlook the religious man returns to
his superstition as, to use a biblical simile, a dog does
to liis vomit.
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Fear of the Invisible.

1 wonder whether the Telegraph writer sees o
would admit the full implications of his staten%%
that the fear of mysterious wisdom and occult p°"er
is a curse to mankind, and not only on the Gol'l
Coast. For the rule is of world-wide appl'ca™)l
Over the whole of savage life there is no greats
terror than is contained in the fears of myster*
and occult powers that are believed to dominateﬁ\
It lies at the root of all the horrible custom
which travellers have made us familiar. -
initial terrors are perpetuated through the who
civilization. It is the foundation of every priest
in the world, and is active to-day from the R°
Catholic Cardinal to the fortune-teller battening()]j'l;)h_S
the ignorance of his dupes. The recrudescence
fear of mysterious and occult powers was chiefly
sponsible for the decline of the ancient civihz®
and the triumph of the Christian Church. It is esf »
where the spiritual lash that holds man in subjec 1
So long as man believes himself to be at the m~
of occult powers he is helpless. That is why ~
Churches— Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan,™ d »_
upon the importance of believing in “‘spiritual’ f
ences and try to crush every attempt to>weaken 1
influence. ‘‘The fear of mysterious wisdom and °Q@
powers is a curse to mankind,” is a golden selljlie
and might be taken as a motto by every reforme!
world over. Embodied in “ sacred ” books or estak
fished priesthoods they sanction all villianieS all
every oppression.  The world will never be c°f
pletely free until it has altogether shaken of their i'l
fluence.

Chapman CoinN

The Fake of the Holy Fire-

oD
“ We are upon earth to leam what can be learnt i
earth, and not to speculate on what never can tbgn

“ Keep your face to the dawn knowing no
culties.”—Emerson.

“ There is no darkness but ignorance.”—Shakespdl

Easter is the most solemn festival of the Chris
Religion, and the Greek Church is the oldest n
great churches of Christendom. So venerable js
that the so-called Church of England is by c°>
parison but a mushroom of yesterday. This
Church has always exercised enormous power in .
East of Europe, much in the same way as the Roi”1l
Church has abused it in other parts of the Contiflel t
Indeed, it may almost be said that these two
churches assisted materially to shape the religll j
destinies of the whole of Christendom, so wideSprdil
has been their influence throughout the centuries-.
By common consent the most striking celebratIOP
in any Christian Church is the Easter festival al
Church of the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, which 1
annually the scene of very strange religious hapPd,
ings. The climax of these ceremonies is the ap
ance of what is known as the “ Holy Fire,” which a
not only a relic of medievalism, but one of the bigges
fakes that even the religions of the world can sho'C-,.
The audacity of these priestly scoundrels is Ol
matched by the credulity of the simple-minded "Of
shippers. The belief is fostered that at a cen®l,
moment on Easter Eve fire descends from “ heavell
to the “ Holy Sepulchre,” where it is received by
Greek Patriarch and passed by means of a lighte
taper to the assembled congregation. Multitudes
Christians swarm into Jerusalem from all parts anil
fight their way into the church to attend this Welf
rite. Under the old Turkish Empire a strong f°rC
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of Mohammedan soldiers, with fixed V ivnrshippers
to try and keep order, but hundreds o frenzied
at different times have lost their lives m s from
scrimmage to light torches, candles, and |
this alleged “ holy ” fire.

This notorious example of pnestera

the twentieth century, is by no
isolated case. The Romish Church is u

"otter than her Greek rival in this respect,
annual swindle of the alleged liquefactio
blood of Saint Januarius at Naples is jus as
ful a piece of priestly trickery as the
"Wy" fire at Jenraalem. Nor is °'s ol

tole.  Europe is filled with a &of tllc
AL, ,,%ﬂ'd
fotihdr! £

f Sl practice
ans an

wpit

a/\

the Aumber of surviving pieces of the
°rns a'leged to have been worn by the
must 5 0 Christianity shows that this ornamentation
size of Trafalgar

Kcthel' WInst C'e relics of the true cross joined to-
Trvr 'VOdd make a structure as high as the Eiffel

0

move intellectuals to laughter,

& tje taithful it only confirms in their belief. Just
c’tnpi] secrebary of tile Christian Evidence Society
attend™, U st °' a score or two of notorieties who
lectionCUIrck or chapel, and points to the quaint col-
Joneh &S 3 certa'n proof that the whale did swallow
°f In] aitt’ ™ t a snake made speeches in the Garden
°f tile n’.S t'le Continental Christian likes to think
diie r I'riests as large scale philanthropists, who pro-

P on the mass-production system, with a fine
klf| r,I”gs s"°rt of an earthquake can shake the

4 mhose yith the will to believe. It is hard for
lieve

~ believe wrong in his wife, or a woman to be-
at™ .eVIn°f her children. It is at once the strength
as f ,.e weakness of human nature. But priests are
cun: ¢ aware of this as scientists; so they carefully
°tir ae will to believe. We plume ourselves on
Who|Clcnce and common sense, but we quietly allow

P Clarmies of priests t8 take a Rand 1 the educa-
pre O our childrepy g tfie¢ the rising generaffon fs
- 1 to tefend Wity paesidn wiiel 1Byie and Bon-
,101 sense had else abandoned as sheer intellectual
otnber. par too many heads of colleges are clergy-
+Hn or ex-clergymen. In one Cambridge college
'Lle bave been only three laymen in a century. tjc>
ritetnber, every priest who gets into such a position
1 "buence cares Isss about real education than te

a , °f the monstrous propaganda of the religion
€SSES.

ic

Wherever the priest gets into a position of mflu-
b G be leaves a trail of deception and disorder. In
fc~he is playing at kingship with a territory four
het by Sx. In Malta anci in Ireland the priest
h "' stl'red up trouble. In Russia and Spain a clasi
Tic ?°CUrred with the authorities. In France the
tlJ - ~Public has had to fight for very life against
\vitw,trigues of Clericalism. And priests do it all
an ' t10 vile Pretence of furthering a religion of love,
shan,°t advovating the brotherhood of man. 1S
how-r U bumbug. Put them into a position of real
uittPe ”~  there is no more heartless despot, no one

n a3 FF8HI1 «ri— ~ | o rial

pl] J gre simpiy g%'pﬂ'oﬁel‘%%lf su?feri%3 Husmani%lﬁ ¥rr1]eL§/

‘ievers @°n into “ sheep ” and “ goats ” into be-
Unbelievers. They wish themselves to be

regarded]

:I'he_y do as a caste apart, holier than other men.

,nhot want people to have more freedom, they
have tQam to have none. They do not want men to

s*nfu] happiness, because, they say, this is a

m  all* ailef true happiness is only to be found
e2ed post-mortem existence. They do not
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wish men to be too well educated, for men will not
kneel at the feet of other men who know less than
themselves. All priestridden countries are countries
with low-grade education and with a high percentage
of actual illiterates and criminals.

The priestly mentality is almost pathological. They
think that men should be threatened, bullied, tor-
tured, murdered, if necessary, merely in order that
they themselves should have a comfortable living.
For insisting on the right of an unbeliever to sit in
Parliament, Charles Bradlaugh was persecuted for
thirteen years. For opening schools free from cleri-
cal control Francesco Ferrer was shot. That the one
happened in England and the other ,in SPaiIJg makes

no difference, for the mentality of priests is the same
the world over. And their profession is as honest as
fortune telling. Many a poor old woman has been
sent to prison for taking money from a factory girl,

after promising her a handsome husband and half a
dozen children, but these men-of-god are allowed to
take millions of money for promises of good fortune

in the “ beautiful land above.”

This happens in the twentieth century when
people have access to newspapers and books. Just
imagine the condition of affairs in medieval times,
when the world was almost submerged in ignorance
and superstition. Even to-day priests are men of
limited education, except in rare instances. They
may know the patter of their sorry profession, but
theology is the most useless piece of knowledge ever

associated with education.  Theology, however
liberal and advanced it may be, has not yet reached

. the level of Freethought, nor can it ever do so until

it ceases to be theology, and becomes simply the re-
ligion of humanity which Auguste Comte fore-
shadowed. For any purpose connected with the real
welfare of the people, the Christian Religion might as
well be dead and buried—as it will be when the
people are sufficiently educated to perceive how they
have been hoodwinked. Fieedom is the greatest
asset of humanity. Since history began, priestcraft
bas been its age-long and most determined enemy.
THEFE'S 8R Baster elp for Christiansd.

Mimnekmus.

An Overlooked Instance of Design

{Concluded from page 164.)

An Akida [Ruler] on the Kilombero River, East
Africa, says Mr. Puxley, the Big Game Hunter,
“ told me that during the rains the loss of a postboy
through crocodiles was almost a weekly occurrence.” *
Describing the fierce methods of the beasts of prey,
Air. Puxley observes: “ The normal processes of
| Nature make man’s inhumanity to man seem kindly
acts of benevolence. It is not a good world.”
(P- 57-)D . o .

Air. Denis Lyell, in his book : The Hunting Spoor
of Central Africa (1929) (p. 166), says that crocodiles
abound in most of the bigger rivers and lakes of
Africa, and advises: “ Never bathe in any river,
especially if it is at all muddy, as a ravenous croc, may
slip up quietly, and either seize the person in his
Jaws, of WD STl 201y rdB !, DrINg BT
Africans are taken and eaten annually by crocodiles.”
Air. Lyell himself, had a very narrow escape of shar-
ing the same horrible fate.

Besides Africa, these reptiles abound in America,
India, Australia, Borneo, and most tropical countries.
Some naturalists distinguish between the Crocodile

s F. I, Puxley : African Came Trails (1929). p. 56.
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and tke Alligator, but Sir Samuel Baker observes:
“In America this reptile is generally known as the
alligator, and some persons pretend to define the
peculiarity which distinguishes that variety from the
crocodile, but | regard the distinction in the same
light as that beween the leopard and the panther,
the difference existing merely in a name.”3  Sir
Samuel says that when he was in command of the
Khedive’s expedition : “our losses through crocodiles
were very distressing, all of which were terrible ex-
amples of the ferocity, combined with the cunning
which characterizes this useless scourge.” (pp. 260-
261.) He lost so many men, that he made a point of
shooting every crocodile he was, and slaughtered a
vast number.

Many animals, and insects are a danger, or
a nuisance to man, yet sometimes, have some value
in the economy of Nature, if it is only to prey on
other vermin which would otherwise over-run the
country; but nobody has ever discovered any use or
virtue in the Crocodile. All hunters, and travellers,
speak of it with horror and disgust. " The only
feeling aroused in me by the crocodile is one of loath-
ing,” says Mr. Cherry Kearton. “ The very sight
of him makes me shudder.” 7 The Crocodile will at-
tack the largest and most formidable land animals,
even the Buffalo and the Rhinoceros; another sur-
vival from prehistoric times, then may be seen an
illustration of Tennyson’s vivid “ Dragons of the
prime, that tare each other in their slime.” His
strength is enormous, says Mr. Kearton :—

A few years ago three observers saw a rhino come
down to a river to drink. No sooner had he put his
mouth to the water than he was seized by a croco-
dile, which began slowly but surely to drag him into
the river. Imagine that struggle! The weight of
a rhino is close upon two tons, and he is amongst
the most powerful of wild creatures : yet even with
the frantic strength born of terror lie was no match
for the crocodile, and in a very few minutes he was
pulled under water, (p. 119)

The weapons of the crocodile are the teeth of his
great jaws, which close upon each other with the pre-
cision of a rat-trap, and his enormously powerful
tail. Often, says Mr. Kearton: " He will lie ap-
parently asleep upon a bank until some unsuspecting
creature comes near. Then, instantly, the tail will
be lifted and swung round to knock the victim at one
blow into the river, where as it struggles the croco-
dile will seize it and drag it under water.” And
all is soon over. For, as Mr. Kearton further ob-
serves :—

Neither animal nor man when caught by the croco-
dile has the slightest chance of escape, and all is
over in a few seconds. A man may foolishly be
cooling his fingers over the side of a boat, a dog may
be swimming, or an animal may be drinking—then
a scream, a yell, a cry—a splash—a swift swirl of
water—and finally silence while the crocodile drags
his victim to the bottom or under some bank, there
to eat him at leisure. (Kearton : In the Land of the
Lion. p. T2i.)

No sensible person would cross a river in Central
Africa except by boat. “ The fact he cannot be seen
is no proof of his absence, for they can remain
under water for long periods.” And even when they
are floating on the surface, they "are not very easily
distinguished. Eying in the water with just
a few inches of head showing, they look exactly like
floating logs, and many an animal—and even many
a man—has been deceived with fatal results.” They

» Sir Samuel Barker : Wild Beasts and their Ways (1891).
P- 254-

7Cherry Kearton : In the Land of the Lion. p. 117.
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have “ good eyesight and exceptional powers of
mg, says Mr. Kearton, who himself narrowy
caped providing a meal for one of these reF\?\:n.
. ]
Warned by a movement, he leapt to one side, of Hs
the crocodile’s jaws clashed within six inches
legs- an
r. W. S. Chadwick, in his book Hunters
Hunted, classes the crocodile and the hyelia
gether, and under the title, “ A Beastly hre ~
hood,” devotes a chapter to them.
wick says he once saw a crocodile attack a. U
ally overcome a buffalo bull; there was a '%go/
swirl of waters, and the bull jerked.bl's 7
with the crocodile fastened to his nose, He S
both of them, and observes : “ On looking at the %
I found that the crocodile’s tremendous griP
crushed the bone to pulp, the flesh—like that on
foreleg—being torn clean away. It seemed '€~
ceivable that such deadly power and ferocity
develop in a creature which—perhaps a hundre”
fifty years ago—had emerged from an egg-
115.) He also found native bangles in two he »
The old supporters of the Design Argument
to hold forth the wonderful design exhibited
body of man. They could have held forth QI df,
eloquently upon the design in the crocodile, f(gf' fe
Boulenger, of the Zoological Gardens, says
crocodiles and aligators :(— .
They are indeed fitted admirably for an aqﬁe
life, for apart from possessing webbed feet ‘3’%1
compressed tail adapted for propulsion in the g
their eyes, nostrils and ears are situated r*S’ a
the top of their heads with the result that theS »
gans are able to function when the repthe®js
floating about with only upper part of their
exposed. Further the nostrils and ears are tic
nished with movable valves which close whc!
animals are submerged, thus preventing the 1
of water. The eyes in addition to a pair of ~
are protected by transparent discs, whilst t\r}gl (
broad tongue is so attached that it forms a Ve‘r(
prevent the water rushing down the throat il
mouth is open. (E. G. Boulenger : A Natura
the Zoo. pp. 79-S0.) d

The teeth of the crocodile are especially b,
for seizing its prey, says Mr. Morewood Do"5 p
“ as they interlock, which gives them such 3 @€
when once they take hold of anything. . Thr? 'V
top of the upper jaw there are two cavities into '
the two longest teeth in the lower jaw rest whel”
mouth has closed upon any object. These arc
teeth used for grabbing their victims, but thete
the long, powerful sharp sixty-eight teeth whiC g
perfectly fit between the interstices and are rea
hold on to any living object until it is either I'l
or the flesh is torn from its body.” (Dowsett
Game and Big Life (1926) p. 148.) Unlike the ji
of the lion and the tiger, who die of starvation ™ j
they lose their teeth, through old age, the tefl W
the crocodile are hollow, and new teeth grow ¢
side them to take their place, and this is probably
reason, says Sir Samuel Baker, why this rep
“ surpasses all others in the duration of life.”

The fore feet, says the same authority: *
what resemble the form of a short human hand; * &
are armed with five long horny claws, somct
measuring four inches, and are used for holdhl?
prey whilst tearing it with the teeth.”

Baker: Wild Beasts and their Ways. p. 255" ~
Puleston says: “ They have five claws on
front, and four on the hind foot. Why the Cr
favoured the front foot I do not know.” (F.

ton: African Drums (1930) p. 250.) We S1fx
this problem to the Christian Evidence Socieb.1
solution. Mr. Puleston’s young brother was - /\if
by the hand, which he was trailing in the water "
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crassing an African River and inrlled out
boat and killed by a crocodile. Mr- is bloody,

Ibis reptile as: *“ The essence of all tha ~ most
relentless, loathsome, cruel, heartless . e« | and
cold-blooded, sickening animal on be the

thinks ““ the emblem of mercilessness
figure of a crocodile.
o e (2489 y
evidently, this, is the Divine idea of a living sub-
rs'[}xi S gJ_pgosing some living ruler were to con-
/mecdanical monstrosity like the Crocodile
jt loose he would earn the universal hatred
of Mankind.

W. Mann.

A Tribute to Militant
Freetbougbt.

I'rof. J. y. Simpson, D.Sc., F-r ~F-> laymen in
jurgh, who is one of the most promu official
Church of Scotland contributes to the
Or8an of that“Church Life and Work, for February,
anarticle entitled : “ Militant Atheism : Its Challenge
the World.” Dr. Simpson writes as if the disbe-
lievers in supernaturalism were only born yesterday,
~ugh, as he ought to know, there were militant
~heists long before Christianity was heard of. It is
f 50 implicit in the article that the only substantial
6 of Atheistic thought is to be found in Russia,
~lich by its propaganda is influencing other nations.
r- Simpson conveniently ignores the fact that there
I'010 in Britain and America Atheistic organizations
|Rg before the Russian Revolution. It is all part
a Plan to continue the Christian boycott of Free-
.fUght opinion among English-speaking peop es.
atheism we are asked to suppose is the cult only ol
$'mi-savage, ignorant and tyrannical foreigners w o
ar? seeking to corrupt the minds of the young. ut
Ws view will not fit the facts. Dr. Simpson cannot
I, .does not try to explain away the anti-God con-
Mctions of a number of well informed highly educated
N1 caPable thinkers in Britain. He simply writes as
“'ey did not exist. And he furnishes no evidence
the lack of disinterestedness or learning on the
M °f the foreigners whom he attacks.
b be real apprehension at the back of the mind o
r- Simpson is the growth of hostility to religion m
Urdtain itsel{ Dean Inge betrays the same appre-
®wsion in some of his utterances. No doubt Dr.
would readily subscribe to the Deans
J 1, sb doctrine that Freethought is proof of a sort
s'ckness following unnatural causes! ~If there is
b'tliing more unnatural than another it is the super-
I°n of Christianity. Dr. Simpson consoles himself
1 1the belief that man is incurably religious. Pnmi-
y n was incurably religious in most cases—not
is 'Y boiti choice but from fear or necessity. an
titlT bicurably religious no doubt so long as he pros-
c ' es bis reason from whatever cause. Religion as a
Or nn,nal thing has invariably co-operated with
fiefernmentsxto_ sactuie i suthioiity aod turter
0 4o SOS -~nd it has paid religion very handsomely
such air’ What Freethinkers desire is that all
Jun Jeftlances should be broken down and each
opin; ahsolutely free to form his own individual
any subject—including religion and its

"‘d[i)ifferclr PSon affects to account for antagonism and
tems | 1llstn to religious creeds and religious svs-
tingyi™ f confusion of thought which cannot dis-
40es n  between ecclesiasticism and religion. He
hut Wo O‘er to show wherein the distinction lies.

'vou],j hc'3™ ‘a™e  “or 8Tan'ed that all Freethinkers
content with the withdrawal of official re-
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cognition of ecclesiasticism and to leave the future
of religion to the liberating searchlights of Human-
ism and the operation of natural laws. Freethought
can have no part or lot in compulsion or coercive
measures. In the view of Freethinkers, any man can
entertain, and is entitled to entertain, opinions and
ideas which they themselves consider the most un-
founded and fantastic; but they do protest most
earnestly and most vehemently against the holders of
any opinion being invested with authority by the
secular government and forming corporations and in-
stitutions for the propagation of these opinions pro-
tected by privilege and endowed with funds drawn
from taxation of the general community. Free-
thinkers will never participate in the persecution of
the holders of any opinion or the believers of any
creed. They depend upon men and women deliver-
ing themselves from the tyrannical superstition of
Christianity by the acquisition of knowledge assimi-
lated according to the dictates of common sense, fair
dealing and mutual human aid and affection. They
believe that the highest interests of Humanity are
served, and its salvation achieved by allowing natural
feelings, natural outlets through rational channels.

Dr. Simpson of course puts belief before
knowledge. He is exceedingly ingenuous in his
attitude to the present state of things in
Russia. Many Christians like him are content to
swallow all the stories retailed here about the bitter
persecution of Christians in Rusisa. But surely all
the leaders of the Soviet are not such impracticable
fools as British Christians would have us suppose
them to be. We know that the retrogressive Greek
Church as the ally of Tsardom had much to do in
crushing and debasing the common people of Russia.
But the Soviet has not followed the policies of perse-
cuting, crushing and debasing the sections of the
population (religious or other) which do not subscribe
to the Russian economic policy.

Every priest of the Greek Church, so far
as authentic information is available, who has
been arrested and punished by the Soviet has been
guilty of seditious or treasonable conduct or acts.
But he is not so arrested and punished because of his
profession. A member of any other profession or
occupation who schemes against the Government is
dealt with in exactly the same way. It delights the
heart of Dr. Simpson to know that when some such
priest has been arrested and removed another steps
into his place. This is one of the “ very beautiful
things ” that in Dr. Simpson’s view are “ happening
in Russia to-day.” Dr. Simpson should provide him-
self with a copious supply of salt when priestly stories
from Russia are dished up to him. Is any Govern-
ment to tolerate subsersive agencies which aim at
piercing its very vitals? What about Spain? Dr.
Simpson seems to be impressed by the activities of
the Godless in Russia, Germany, France and Japan,
and naively concludes: “ Something is wrong some-
where.” And in his call to the Christian Churches
everywhere he exclaims : “ In view of such a world
issue how parochial and pathetic do our Church
divisions and sectarianisms appear!” We agree; but
Dr. Simpson is only repeating what .has been said
very frequently of late by a number of his fellow-be-
lievers. Yet there is no great advance, unfortu-
nately for them, in moving towards the Reunion of
Christendom—at least among Protestants who are im-
pressed by the cohesion of Rome and its growing
power— because you cannot mix oil and water. You
cannot implicitly obey an authority which you are
entitled to question. And once sectarianism has got
a hold, each sect is passionately sure of its own prin-
ciples which if necessary it will defend with brickbats
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and bombs. For as Artemus Ward aptly put it long
ago: “ There is no fite like a religous fite.”

Dr. Simpson is unfortunately as vague and un
certain in his definition of “ religion ” as most of his
fellow-believers. In his references to Russian Com'
munism (which he is even fain to stamp as of the
nature of a “religion” !) he does not make clear that
there can be no religion without a supernatural basis
Many modernists find vagueness very convenient
these days. But anyone who professes to speak on
behalf of a nationally established Christian Church in
Britain must be clear and precise. Some foggy
minds have come to regard the word " religion ” as
applying to any enthusiasm, or system of ethics
moral philosophy or code of morals. This con
venient evasiveness accounts for a large number of
half-baked adherents nominally within the pale of
the Christian Churches. Divorced from belief in a
supernatural and actually living Being, the word re
ligion has no meaning at all by itself. It becomes
merged in anything which any man or woman may
formulate for what he or she believes, is the benefit
of Humanity.

We as Freethinkers are convinced that the emanci-
pation and elevation of Humanity are only to be
achieved when ecclesiasticism has been abolished.
Everyone individually may be just as religious in be
lief and in practice (which does not break the law)
as he or she pleases. The bane of ecclesiasticism and
clericalism once lifted human beings will be enabled
to see things in their true proportion and perspective.
And their natural and human feelings will not
tolerate the barren legacies which 2,000 years of
Christianity have bequeathed to the world— such as
many millions of unemployed and depressed human
beings whose existence is merely a living death !

lgnotus.

Time's Lesson.

Weep Not, my pretty, but regard the flowers;
They, too, know hardship, they, too, savor pain,
Yet sit they silent through the fly-slow hours,
Nor even of the robber bee complain;

When he despoils them of their honey store,
Their fragrant perfume they outpour the more.

Weep not, my pretty, but regard the trees,

Which wild the winter wind did howl around;

It was no gentle, perfume-laden breeze

That drove their roots more deep into the ground ;
The tender saplings bend but not complain,

The more they bend, more sturdy they remain.

Weep not, my pretty, but regard yon rose,
The sweetest flower in all this fair domain;
Yet of a knife that prunes and grafts it knows;
It knows by now the real worth of pain :

A stronger tree, a finer flower has come

From aching wounds about which it is dumb.

So, little maid, | pray you not lament;

The blow, though hard, is not too hard to bear :

I see you shake your head in wild dissent:
Well, well, old Time will make this lesson clear :
Through pain comes wisdom, by it all things rise:
Be, therefore, brave and dry those pretty eyes.

Bayard Simmons.
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The Free State Elections.

In a previous article |1 made mention of the
Act, drawing parallels of what would happen
the Eucharistic Congress. The article was a mild 0
yet it raised a furore in official circles that leu
writer really wondering as to what he really did W
The Catholic Mind, semi-official organ of the Cb"l '
reprinted the article without comment, though its czh
tion implied that all those who opposed the CoeFl
Act were infidels, etc. Since then the elections ™
been held and the opponents of the Coercion Act a
been given the responsibility of forming the C
Government.

What is now the attitude of the Church? * .,
Church raising its arms in holy horror? Is it urEtj
the people to disobey the laws of the new Govern»6
Remember that the people were told that those who
opposing the Coercion Act desired to bring about in
land a situation similar to that obtaining in Spain-

The Irish Press, the organ of Mr. Eamon De Vac™
has been carrying reports of the various victory c
brations held throughout the country. It is ve
teresting to note that heading the majority
processions were the clergy. Rome does not pface
its eggs in one basket. The new Government IS
anti-religious, if anything, it is more clerical i"
outlook than the previous Government. It is a , j
way to Tipperary, but it is a longer way to intefieCl
freedom. (

The defeat of the late Government Party has beeO™
defeat of Protestantism in as much as it has srteugd'-al
the opposition to this religion.

A leading Protestant discussing the matter with
writer was of the opinion that they had been ufl
to link themselves too much with the Catholic elemd'|{
“ You know,” he said, “ the situation in Spain HnC'
never have arisen if there had been a strong Prote6’ ,
group.” The conclusion to be drawn is that it is6 5
to keep the people divided if you have divided rehgl
interests. J

The present Free State Government will make Ife §
one hundred per cent Catholic in name, if not in
It will not make many advances to the Protestant
rnents. In a word Hretand -is- destined to be the |
one religion and the one religion over which a v®
means that final victory to which all sane men
women cheerfully look forward to. ..

The future for Ireland does not look so pro®'58"
The dying embers of religious bigotry and intole»
are being slowly wafted into flame. The fires wifi MMt,
in the South and the fires in the North will be 'il
kindled. A people that is suffering from hunger >
want may find their attention drawn away from
social needs, but history teaches us that the realit'eS >
life as they become more real have a tendency to thf y
themselves before our eyes in such a manner that A
cannot be ignored. The future in the Irish Free $

may not be so promising, at least it will be interest' -
erF

during

Acid Drops.

Religious newspapers, as is usual at this time of tl#lﬁ
year, have been expatiating lengthily about the * <
ing of the Cross.” To-day, of course, the fact that t"/e
are millions of people concerning themselves about

meaning of the Cross ” indicates no more than jj,
millions of people are in mental bondage still to prc-c'V.
ized conceptions and antiquated modes of thought.
ever, a pious contemporary asks, “ Why did Christ j
on the Cross ?” and answers, “ If it be said “ He
that we might be forgiven,” the question is insistef ,
what is the relation of Christ’s death to the forgivelljc
of sins? We need hardly remind our readers that
question is one which has exercised the minds
Christians of all ages.” Furthermore, we learn that
Church has never officially formulated an orthoO .
doctrine of the Atonement, but that there have b
several theories. “ When theologians proceed to O
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cuss tlle question . . . their differences
s°; and it Is almost needless to say tna
throughout the Christian age have led to q
feeling, and bloodshed. Alter noting tins, v.
Persuaded that the Christian religion mm*

¢ fscus™ions
N\

almost
come
in.

hom God. No human being could have in ~ - fflen
genious a creed which, while purporting cee(jed in
how to love one another, so compleey -« another
setting men hating, squabbling and t be taken
T'vhtch fact, we respectfully suggest, S  meaning
"to account in all future discussion Ol
°f the Cross.”

ft is comforting to hear that the 11
bishops, and hundreds of clerics, secu ar gg wpi
"ho are to visit Dublin for the Eucharistic « de for
have “ ample if not very luxurious ' provis , f,nc
their accommodation. The gentleman m Pu 1 e jor
men will evidently not be in the same p ig ,» kad

"hom “ there was no room in the Inn,” and who
"ot where to lay his head.”

atti°C t0 encourage individuality of thought and
icessll’ h newsPaPer exclaims, “ Let us have our own
tle§ a things.” The suggestion is a good one.
"ilan T * will be appreciated by our contemporary’s
of P stable companions,” owned by a small group

afj.ress lllagnates, whose aim appears to be to stand-
cuntr L0r*a'n 1:In‘ow views and opinions all over the
dep -’ fn these days of syndicated Press opinion, in-
alwhChb °P ™ is rapidly becoming a rarity, which
in as P,ilPPrcc'ate the part played by the clash of ideas
thinfrSIS < Progress will deeply deplore. There is one
Kooif be added. The Press “ bosses” have a
stand Cr'Use i° °ifcr in defence of their principle of
isal K .nS opinion and suppressing the contrary. It
ChrisinnCiple divinely inspired. It is the one which the

Hip,Slan Church adopted and practised from the com-
e®ent of its rise to power.

Phe Wesleyan Committee on Sunday Questions has
'ruled to acquaint the Home Secretary with the especia
~N"Portance which the Church attaches to the following
Solution of its Conference :—

Jbat Sunday music-hall or variety entertainments,
aviation meetings, travelling menageries or circuses,
Prize-fighting or boxing, greyhound racing, and other
commercialized exhibitions or recreations be explicit}-
declared illegal, if it should be established that the ex-
isting legislation and the present amending measures
are insufficient to effect this purpose.

1".c Wesleyan Conference, of course, objects to people
@? amused on Sunday, and it objects to anybody
LIP’InR money on Sunday, except parsons. What the
"ierence seeks is the enforcement of old laws on the
eatlon of new laws which will compel everyone else to

‘form to the narrow and bigotted views of Wcsleyans.
in,at an inspiring sort of religion these bigots believe

J lle Imperial Alliance for the Defence of Sunday an
> (S aether glorious victory. Hastings Town
t°tCll has rejected a motion for the playtng of games
n ,..c Public parks. This sort of victory, lio\\e\ ,
Nothing to help cither religion or the churches. It
hhtely exasperates the man-in-the-street and alienates
tur. MU lurther. The churches arc very eager to cap-
at,: tlic “ outsider.” But these petty mterferen

Ler people’s freedom and opportunity to enjoy Sunday
wi, iCy. pkasc are a revelation of the truly pious, spir t

maC’, Is merely repellant to the “ outsider wi 1
re tolerant views.

) n Chilvers, Spurgeon’s present
%r’g %&}:@?{ qu\ﬁ?ﬁﬁ)politan Tabernacle, has been liav-
Glover Jp, F%Uﬁd§ WitR his rev. brother, DrwiBte &f
H u , Fhe latter, in an article to Uie iw<
not u?' in terms which, if they lacked reverence
ar ; ack truth. There is no doubt that 111 hi.
what he called “downgrade’ ' theology, Spurgeon
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lost the day. What is called “ the simple gospel” is
still in vogue at Newington Butts; but we fear the
Christian World is right when it affirms that present-
day Baptists include many modernists who, if Mr.
Cliilvers has his way, “ cannot be numbered any longer
with the evangelicals.” There is good reason why such
controversies as this should be regarded in noncon-
formist circles with disapprobation. It makes it hard
for the looker-on to believe what the Christian World
is so anxious to assure him, that “ the Evangel is one,
in whatever theological dialect it is preached.” Christ-
ianity is the one thing in which when every essential
element in it has been eliminated no change is effected!

Writing about the difference between the French and
the British in regard to foreign affairs, “ Candidus,” of
the Daily Sketch, after declaring that the French are
realists and the British sentimentalists, adds the follow-
ing :(—

For some reason or other our politicians during the
war chose to encourage the idea that we were fighting
to save France and Belgium from Germany. Surely we
were doing nothing of the kind . . . No one in France
or Belgium believes that we fought for the sake of any
other country but our own.

Seemingly it is thought that a little truth about the war
may now be safely permitted to escape. We like that
“ For some reason or other.” It is a usefully vague
phrase for enabling specific reasons that might affront
national self-esteem to be ignored. The disemination of
the lie about the British motive for going to war was
part of the campaign—so enthusiastically championed
by the parsons— to “ moralize ” war. Incidentally, the
parsons’ wholehearted acceptance of the lie, and their
splendid invention of other pseudo-altruistic and ethical
excuses for the war, were largely instrumental in the
lie being accepted generally. What the parsons have
now to explain is, how they failed—although (as they
claim) under the direct inspiration of God—to detect the
lie, and also why they gave false guidance to the nation.
In light of these facts, the British public might well,
we think, be very sceptical now as to the value of the
parsons’ advice and leadership in any national affair
whatever.

“ Candidus ” writes about the
“ public-school type ” of man. Its range of sympathies,
he says, is limited. It is, however, extremely consci-
entious, has a fine sense of honour and of duty, and is
usually well-mannered and tolerant. He adds : “ But it
certainly lacks variety and is too much standardized.
That is why the type is deficient in originality and lacks
intellectual curiosity.” “ Candidus” might well have
suggested some explanation for the various phenomena
mentioned. A possible explanation is that the public-
school type is the product of the blend of two cultures—
pagan and Christian. The pagan influence makes for
urbanity and tolerance. The standardization and the
lack of originality and intellectual curiosity is due to
the Christian influence. For the influence of the
Christian religion has always made for standardization
in accordance with a narrow conception; and for antag-
onism to original thinking, and to freedom of thought
and speech—as the Church’s treatment of heretics and
sceptics clearly shows. The quite natural result is dis-
couragement of intellectual curiosity and mental fear-
lessness. If our analysis is accurate, may we suggest
that the means by which the public-school type could
be improved should be obvious?

In another article,

Some of those bright young things who, in the near
future are going to rule the world, have been asked by
the Daily Express to give their opinions on religion
and needless to say they have all been carefully selected
from the “ safe ” side. Mr. H. W. (Bunny) Austin,
for example, is quite a “ whole-hogger,” though, strange
to say, he commences by sturdily throwing overboard the
divinely-inspired apostles. “ My belief,” he tells us
frankly and without a scrap of supporting evidence, “is
that Christ has been wrongly represented.”



200

Mr. (Bunny) Austin completely disagrees with the
picture of Jesus as frail, weak, and a man of sorrows.
He thinks Jesus was “ magnificently built, tall and
strong, and his mind even stronger than his body.” In
fact Jesus, had he lived now, would have been the
champion tennis player of the world; and no doubt other
writers will insist that he would have swum the Channel
both ways in one go, flown round the world in record
time, solo, in a Moth, beaten Campbell’s records to a
frazzle, knocked Camera completely out in less than a
round, and have been worth thousands of pounds in an
exchange for a football cup tie.

Directly you begin to question the Gospels, you can
let imagination ran riot and Jesus can be anything you
like. For the rest Mr. (Bunny) Austin can pile on
typical religious nonsense by the column and the pity
of it all is that anyone should think his opinions on re-
ligion worth anything whatever. We predict he will
come in for some rude shocks on the question one day.

The long delay in returning the kidnapped Lindburgh
baby is a matter for astonishment. Quite early in the
history of that crime special prayer-meetings were held
in a large number of Protestant churches .while Car-
dinal Hayes ordered prayers to be offered up to the
Almighty in every Catholic church in his jurisdiction.
Perhaps the noise of all this combined praying was not
loud enough to arouse the Deity from his customary
slumbers. And it should also be remembered that the
country in which this kind of thing is possible is pre-
dominantly Christian.

It is a very sad world! Sometimes. Catholics blow
the harp and play the trumpet with glee when some-
one famous in the literary or artistic world is “ con-
verted ’ to the one and only holy and true Church. But
to leave the Church when once converted is tough luck
and worse still when the Catholic convert exchanges the
one true Church for the one and only true prophet. The
Universe laments the passing over from Jesus and Mary
to Mahomet and Allah of Princess Muda of Sarawak, and
can only console itself with the original remark that
human nature being what it is; these things will occa-
sionally happen.

But we always understood that the gates of Hell
couldn’t prevail against Peter or the Rock or the Church
or whatever it was and here is a veritable victory for
Allah! Now wiliat could it be that the Princess didn’t
like in Roman Catholicism seeing it came straight from
Jesus ? Perhaps Allah and Mahomet were even stronger
than the gates of Hell.

The Rev. A. E. Baker of York has been delivering
some interesting (or otherwise) sermons on the teaching
of Jesus. He admits that “ Our Lord’s teaching about
human life has an essentially ‘ otherworldly ' emphasis.”
Of course. No one can read the supposed words of
Jesus but must admit that this world did not matter
very much to him. The whole emphasis of Christian
teaching is what is going to happen when you get
“ translated ”. Heaven, with its harps, angels singing,
and Paul possibly preaching, will be the good Christian’s
reward. The bad Christian will go to Hell and its
delightful eternal fires. What a fate either way!

Mr. Baker also tells us what the teaching of Jesus is
Ol "work and wages.” This ought to bring our re-
ligious trade unionists and Labour people on his—
Jesus’s—track. “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.” “ That,” says Mr. Baker—or Jesus, we are
not clear which—* is your work.” "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God.” “ That,” says Mr. Baker—or Jesus,
“ is your wages.” It would be interesting to know what
the average missus of the average working man would
say if he came home on .Saturday with that tale. Would
it buy the week’s groceries, for instance? Oh, these
dear clergy\
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Mr. Godfrey Winn is another of the wonderful you™
people who are going to regenerate this terrible old
of ours. Naturally you can only do it if you be'c\j
not only in Jesus, but in heaven and hell, and the e
and everything else you are required to believe 1

you are really orthodox.

I firmly believe,” he says with genuine enthus'fﬁe(%'

“ that one day and in another world from ours

will come a reckoning, an hour of judgment, when
wards and punishments will be handed out with a >V
ulous sense of justice for the manner in which we pa
lived our lives on this earth. Those of us who na
really tried, however humbly, however unsuccessfu )’
to follow the teaching of Jesus Christ will be a&u®
antly rewarded and welcomed by Our Lord in Para j
while those who have betrayed and denied H®&> "
have to stand for ever miserably outside the gates.’

After reading that, can anyone say our work is ¢» ,
That there is no more room for fighting Freethottfi
It is, of course, difficult to imagine anyone behQ °
this kind of drivel, but perhaps there are more Gx>
Winns than we like to think there are. But it is
ing to see the way in which our “great” national PaP
are striving to bring the “ people ” back to God. R&l
any sane person believing in Paradise or Hell becaw
Mr. Godfrey Winn believes in them!

Fifty Years Ago.

Christianity iS professedly based on the teaching
the Bible. Christians swallow the miscellaneous ¢
tents of that inspired volume as greedily as the bangj
whale did poor Jonah. Moved by the spirit of cant f
humbug, they proclaim from the house-tops the Pral™
of the Jew book. It is in their eyes the paragQil
virtue, the pink of purity, the quintessence of mo®»l"
But what are the facts ? Every crime is sanctioned- ~
kinds of profligacy are consecrated, every violation
morality instigated, in the pages of that book, either -
the mouth of Jehovah, or by the commandment
priests and prophets. The villainies perpetrated
the Egyptians and Canaanites, the putrid abominat».0™
sanctioned with respect to the fair daughters of Midi®
the filthy orders piled up in such nasty passage»5
Genesis xxxviii., 9; 2 Kings ix., 8; and xviii., 27, wit®
are only specimens of others too numerous and indell
to mention, abundantly prove this charge. If
Christians should ever venture to make it an article
faith to imitate in their daily lives every act of ViHEYY,
and filthiness which God inspired the Jewish saii‘ts f
old to commit, or winked at when committed, most ~
the virtues would be conspicuous by their absence, ~
earth would become a veritable pandemonium. The »
willingness of Christians to follow the footsteps of 1
friends of God, and to be in all things like unto thel"
demonstrates the real humbug of Christianity, and ) .
practical scepticism of the “ true believers ” eonceri»,ll
the utility of walking by faith and not by sight.
temps, autres mceurs. Abraham to-day, must not 1
Jacob may not cheat, Moses may not murder, Sa»lUt
may not assassinate, David may not perpetrate the
treachery, the grossest immorality, and most fiend?*
cruelty; the elect may not set every principle of
ity, mercy, and justice at defiance in their dealings
the gentiles and unbelievers, if they hope to become
friends of God, to play the golden harp, and live
mansions in the sky. At any rate, if they choose to
in for these sort of things, they must duly repent befO™
they die, and thus square the matter with God and che'.
the devil out of his own—both of which are obligatiO'r
which apparently did not devolve upon the saints ULl
the old régime.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

C. Green—Your letter will appear in our n t Ondon
H Matthews—Mr. Cohen will not be speaking

until the Autumn. ex_
S. Mayo—You say you do not agree we. On

ressed by some of our contributors, j
other”hand we expect that some™f ot

b not agree with either of us. So u - attract-

G.hBur —Glad to learn Bwat_the New.uwea”~onableness
Ig notice in the press. Persistency

will tell in the long run.

contributors
NN

]* Hue—Catalogue of our publications has be n
lhe " Freethinker” is_ supplied to the be ai onCe
retum. Any difficulty in securing copses s
reported to this office. Farringdon

the Secular Society, Limited Office is a
Street, London, E.C.4.

”grelg?l I9m§" gggtlﬂlar Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon
ec* London, E.C.4.

addressEditor of the “ Freethinker” should be
ssed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.q.

" hen the services of the National Secular Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, R. H.

osetti, giving as long notice as possible.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
a{em%}l](ing the passages to which they wish us to call

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
°7 the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
and not to the Editor.

'ihe " Freethinker " will be forwarded direct from the pub-
'shing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad)
Ore year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
Che Pioneer Press,” and crossed “ Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clcrkenwell Branch."

Lectur,

T 'qC n°tices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
i'nsc'rul* thC fiTSt P°St on Tuesday, or they will not be

Sugar Plums.

There is very little news this week concerning the
°uhle at Birkenhead—at least it is not advisable to
et Much at present. All we need say is that proceed-
,5 s are being taken, and that the principle agents m
r. affair may get the surprise of their lives. - N
len summoned a Special Executive Meeting last
llesday evening, when the matter was fully discusse ,
.~ den t’s action in the matter endorsed, and a
u'er course of action decided on. So much for the
JJ.neat. The issue that is being raised may have mr-
ant hearings in several directions.

Meantime we are taking what advantage we can of
ItA agitation in Birkenhead. Arrangements are being
Jde for a wide distribution of literature, and other
3 s will be taken so far as means-financial and others
gﬁﬁ/nt We must make our enemies pay for their

SJ llc Manchester Branch brought its winter lecturing
lect Q1 a successful close on Sunday last wi 1 K
Tou fCS irom Mr- Cohen. In the afternoon the Chorlton
l,,,. ' Mall was well filled, and in the evening a large

fad to he content with standing room only,
is '/MPnks occupied the chair on both occasions, and it
syiT, If. hoped that his appeal for support from .1
Themthlsers Will meet with a satisfactory response.
gv'anch hopes to embark upon a more ambitious plo-
win'Clll «e near future, and that ambition may meet
sle Klatlfying results if everyone will do what he

to secure success. On Saturday evening the
M held 5 very succesfsul Social and Whist-Drive.
husi C°beu Iwd intended to be present, but Soc

Uss8 kept him in Liverpool.

The financial year for the N.S.S. ends on March 31,
and it is desirable that all subscriptions should be paid
by then. Beyond the nominal amount fixed by the
Society, the amount is left to the good will and means
of members. The number of new members this year has
been larger than usual, and there should be a more than
corresponding increase in the income of the Society.
This never equals the expenditure, but we should like
to see it approximate more closely than it has done of
recent years.

Arrangements for the Annual Conference of the N.S.S.
are proceeding, and Branch Secretaries are asked to see
that all motions for the Agenda are in the General Secre-
tary’s hands by April 2. Motions may also be sent in by
private members up to the same date. The Conference
will be held at Manchester on Whit-Sunday, and it is
hoped that all Branches will be well represented, and
also that, as on previous occasions, members of the
N.S.S. other than delegates, will be present in large
numbers.

On Thursday, March 31, Mr. R. H. Rosetti will address
the Tooting and District Co-operative Men’s Guild, on
“Freethought and Freethinkers.” The meeting will
be held in the Co-operative Hall, Upper Tooting,
S.\W.17, at 8 p.m. Admission is free, and open to
non-members of the Guild.

Mr. Victor Webb, Evangelist, conducting a mission
at the Albert Hall, was interrupted by Communists.
He ejected the interrupters. Commenting Observator of
the Observer says :—

Mr. Victor Webb, after personally ejecting some
Communist disturbers from his Albert Hall meeting,
returned to the platform and prayed to be forgiven “ for
dealing roughly with some human beings.” In practis-
ing the turning of the other cheek it is always better to
begin with some one of your own political convictions.

Glasgow saints are reminded of Mr. G. Whitehead’s
lecture on “ The Evolution of Life from Microbe to
Man,” in the City (Saloon) Hall, Candleriggs, to-day,
Sunday, at 6.30 p.m. The subject promises a very in-
teresting evening, and an excellent opportunity for in-
troducing orthodox friends.

Professor Il. J. Laski will deliver the Twenty-third
Conway Memorial Lecture on Wednesday, April 6, at
7 p.m., at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.i, his
subject being “ Nationalism and the Future of Civiliza-
tion.” Admission will be free.

Mr. Alan Haudsacre’s book, The Revenues of Religion,
is expected to be on sale about April 21. The book has
grown to larger proportions than u®Bs anticipated, and
the price will therefore be is. 6d. paper and 2s. 6d.
cloth. We think the work will adequately fill a gap in
our propagandist literature, and will prove useful and
informative to all.

The Church Times reviewer, we note, was not by any
means as easily rushed off his feet as was the Morning
Post over The Religion of Scientists. “ It may well be
asked what useful purpose is served by this method of
collecting opinions,” he says, and he continues, “ obvi-
ously in the search for truth, there is no advantage to be
gained by the mere counting of heads.” The reviewer
thinks, however, the book will be of “ real value” to the
clergy though it must be “ ephemeral.” But is not the
whole point of the book its value to the public in
general? Of value to “ the clergy ” means it is almost
as dead as the proverbial doornail already.
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Masterpieces of Freethought.

XII.

Anacalypsis.
By Godfrey Higgins.
1.
(Concluded from page 187.)

As we have already pointed out, Higgins called him-
self a Christian, and therefore he believed there
really was such a person as Jesus of Nazareth, but the
twenty years’ labour on his Anacalypsis must have
given him some sorry shocks. He simply could not
believe in Mary— though his Jesus obviously had a
mother. In quoting the Rev. Dr. Stukeley on Mar)r,
Higgins adds: “ Thus we see that the rev. and
learned gentleman, Dr. Stukeley, has clearly made
out that the story of Mary, the queen of heaven,
the mother of Adni (Hebrew) or Adonis, or the Lord,
as our book always renders the word, with her trans-
lation to heaven, etc., was an old story long before
Jesus of Nazareth was born. After this, Stukeley
observes, that Ariadne, the queen of heaven, has
upon her head a crown of twelve stars. This is the
case of the queen of heaven in almost every church
on the Continent.”

Note what Mr. J. M. Robertson has to say in The
Jesus Problem: “ The central mythological fact is
that a Mother-Goddess, a “ Madonna ” nursing a
child is one of the commonest objects of ancient wor-
ship throughout Asia and North Africa . . . Mary
in the gospels, the virgin bearing her child on a
journey, in a cave, is the analogue of a dozen ancient
myths of the Divine child.”

Over and over again you will find Higgins saying
something the same as this throughout these two big
volumes of the Anacalypsis. In their 1,400 odd pages
of small type, hundreds of references to gods and
goddesses will be found, all of which he claims to
have checked from authoritative sources; it was no
mean feat to compile his work even though it took
him twenty years of hard research. He adds: “ In
the service of liturgy of the Carmelites, which I
bought in Dublin at the Carmelite Monastery, the
Virgin is called Stella Maris; that is, in fact—the
star of the Sea— ‘ Leucothea '—Venus rising from
the sea.”

And again : “ Though there can be no doubt that
the celestial virgin of the sphere was one original
source whence the Madonna, Regina Coeli, and
Mater Dei, were derived, yet the goddess Cybele was
another. She was equally called the Queen of
Heaven and the Mother of Gods. As devotees now
collect alms in the name of the Virgin, so they did in
ancient times in the name of Cybele . . . Our Lady-
day or the day of the Blessed Virgin of the Roman
Church was heretofore dedicated to Cybele ... It
is also evident that the idea of Mary being the mother
of God, arose from the Mai of India, the spouse of
Brahme.”

Higgins shows the connexion of a good deal of this
matter with phallic worship and then observes
“ . . . the mysterious Maria or Maia—we may now
ask ourselves whether we have not this word in
Marc, the sea, and whether Maria was not the aria of
M, that is the place of M, residence of the female
generative organs.” Thus from a totally different
standpoint, Higgins arrives at very much the same
conclusion as Robert Taylor with regard to the myth
of Mary—though it is only fair to add, it is by no
means certain either arrived at finality. A great
deal may yet have to be delved into before we can ex-
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plain the myth of Mary or Jesus, but the work o
men like Godfrey Higgins and Robert Taylor-
fine scholars—must be taken into account. .
ever is the eventual truth Higgins devoted a ¢
deal of his space to a discussion on Hebrew, SalS
ciit, and other languages. Hebrew perplexeq_lerbm*
great deal as he was constantly finding m
roots extraordinary meanings more or less hid<k
from the profane. He never asked himself the"Q ™
tion as to whether Biblical Hebrew was an .
language; he took it for granted (like most i nesu,—
gators in the problem) that at one time the
spoke it and so one finds him devoting space
time in discussing what this word meant or what
word conveyed. He was forced, against his
admit that there may have been, or even that
actually was a “ secret doctrine ” in Hebrew
all. “ There is something very curious,” he »
quite mystified, “ about the Hebrew word Ab QL * »
. Here the secret doctrine shews itself- j
course, he agreed with that great authority, R,c"ji{
Payne Knight that many of the ancient religiQIS
have their “ mysteries,” and it took him a tremerw
amount of reading and investigation to learn
Judaism was no exception. H(E me acrgfs
wonderful word “ Zohar ” ( g1en our
Iearned that the Jews had a ‘ Cabala

thet
1sh o

or S

initiate, he certalnly Would have been surprlsed
Hebrew letters and symbols and numbers could . »
formed the marvellous and mysterious concep’ S
found therein. He came to the conclusion

“ old ” Hebrew, the Samaritan and the Arabian ~8c
the same language; that Abraham was “ Braln"a '’
that Hebrew and Sanscrit were children of a si*te®_
letter parent, and that “ the Brahmins had all
clusively sacred and unspoken language.”

He should have gone further and admitted
same of the Jews.  Throughout the work Hf>8 e
asks all sorts of questions without being able to
an answer. For example, he points out that n° t
seems to have mentioned Solomon’s magnify
temple outside the Bible. Why did Herodotus ot
describe it seeing that no more inquisitive liistd
ever lived? He visited Babylon and Egypt
never a word about Solomon? | feel Higgins
many of us nowadays, wondered whether, after
Solomon was not a myth, and that the reason Hell
otus never said a word about Solomon or his ten'P
was that neither ever existed. It is a question
discussing anyway.

lire

Higgins spent a great deal of his time discuss't®
the connexion of the pagan fables of the sun-u'W
with the Hindu and the Christian religions, and s'10
how it is impossible to ignore the allegorical tTie'|
ings attached to many of the stories and words llseS
A good many of these explanations of the origi*IS
Christianity are nowadays discarded, but I am by
means sure with justification. It is true that quste j
number of Rationalists insist on a real Jesus,
therefore on a real Mary. | never read the late P
Conybeare, for example, without feeling he ue””
doubted for an instant the story of Jesus of Nazare
seefs to me to have ‘had -in "His "rlUu j

pig

eye a Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Christ, who

a son called in his younger days ft B
Jesus Christ, and they all lived like any n°dl)
English family in a place called Nazare,

the father following the occupation of carpenter, ito

or without Trade Union sanction. The miracles " {
just playful additions to the story of the life -
Jesus, written four authentic times bv his entl" ~
astic followers, and need not seriously be believed 1

Against that attitude of mind, one feels simply b°{\
less in discussion, and the best thing is to let such
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lievers severely alone. Higgins, in spite ~ ~ 2~ 1d

in Jesus of Nazareth, did not believe e believe in
of him in the numerous gospels. He 1 Christian
the crucifixion, and lie quotes one O fifty
fathers who claimed that Jesus livec 1 .

years of age. He also felt there ~as somethinge ™

traordinary about the name Jesus anc s con__
iong chapter to a discussion of the wore a _
nexion with the word Jehovah. | canno con__

gt&!}%}gi_ve even a precis of it, but here is

h is thus proved by fair deduction and logical
reasoning on unquestionable authority that the God
IEVE, Jehovah, le or Jah of Jews, the God El, the
Apollo of Delplios, the Deus, the Jupiter, Jovis,
Jovispater of the Latins, the god Mithra of the
Persians, and all the gods of the heathens are identi-
eally the same person or being . . . one and the
same; and this same being the sun or
shekinah of the self-existent Being. In short
that Jehovah was the sun; for if Jehovah was
Jo and lao was the sun, Jehovah must
lie the sun. Dr. Parkhurst admits that Jesus was
Jehovah, but if Jesus was Jehovah and Jehovah the
Sun, it follows that Jesus, that is the Romish Jesus,
b«t not Jesus of Nazareth, must be the sun . . .
Jesus being mistaken by the founders of the Roman
Church for the God Sol or the sun, it follows that
the rites, ceremonies and doctrines of the devotees
of the God Sol or the sun may be expected to be
found in their religion . . . most of the rites and
doctrines of modern Christianity are nothing more
than the rites and doctrines of the old religion col-
lected by devotees of very weak and mean under-
standings and applied either to a real or to an im-
aginary personage. Which of these two is the truth
't will be the final object of this work to determine.

Space forbids (as usual) any more quotations. In-
ljmr i]t_ would be almost impossible to select any-
further in any case so numerous are the
~etal'e* ~ favc marked. Higgins is packedmwith
tail of great significance and suggestion; and m m>
union, he is still a force to be reckoned with in the
%igfnioq o]‘ Christian and religious origins. The

caiise » *Sdlat so few Pe°ple can read his work be-
®u tb* 'S S cxPensive to buy and so scarce to find,
Bhol 'i°Se  Us WMo ave ddiie edlean teStify & the

e-liearted search for truth shown by its author,

1 f jggins. And can anythin reater mark
A Sy yining g

H. CuTNER.
Anthropological Christianity.

relate that the sacred tree is cut on that day on
thi>C' dle sun comes to an apex of the equinoctial apsis, on
the neXt day thcy K° round with trumpets; on the third day
th«  rtd ineftable fruits of the god Gallus are cut. After

be the Hilaria Feasts.”-*. C. JuuanuS (Imperator),
Matem Decorum.

) “ Thammuz came next behind,
W1'°Se annuaf wound in Lebanon allured
* e Syrian damsels to lament his fate,
m amorous ditties all a summer’'s day,
Vhile smooth Adonis from his native rock
Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood
u Thamnmz yearly wounded.”
h is , Milton, P. L., i., 446.
lanfi }|™ “hat when St. Augustine landed in Eng-
Asiatjc e “OUnd the Britons observing Easter in the
i jlit There was nothing strange in this. |If
glirnp”™ 1®nt Fagan were able to revisit “ the
of r,0QJST?f. the moon” and observe our celebrations
that tbe nday ar'd Easter, he would smile when told
Jcsis €, 0bservances were in celebration of a certain
hihidrevdwo Was put to death in Palestine eighteen
again  (years ago, and who, on the third day, rose
Rot thjs M fie woui(j say in astonishment, ‘‘is
Jour Spring Festival such as has been ob-
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served by every nation? How came you to hold the
anniversary of a man’s death on a movable date?
The man who stole the saucepan and made a new lid
for it took good care that the lid fitted. But the
Christian lid, put on the old Pagan saucepan, does
not fit. The fact that your Easter shifts according
to the phases of the moon shows it is our astronomical
festival. But you say it is not a man you celebrate,
but a God. Of course it is; the great god of gods,
the power of revivification symbolized in every tree,
and in the visible luminary, the life-giving sun, who
has now crossed the vernal equinox and rises again
triumphant over winter and death. Have you never
heard how we celebrated the resurrection of Adonis,
even as the Syrians did that of Tammuz, the
Egyptians of Osiris? Go, read in Theocritius how
those delightful gossips, Gorgo and Praxinoe, babble
at the festival of the god, how they listen to his dirge,
and rejoice at the decorations.” Matthew Arnold
says : “ Adonis was the sun in his summer and in his
winter course, in his time of triumph and his time of
defeat; but in his time of triumph still moving to-
wards his defeat, in his time of defeat still returning
towards his triumph. Thus he became the emblem
of the power of life and the bloom of beauty,
hastening inevitably to diminution and decay, yet in
that very decay finding ‘ hope, and a renovation with-
out end.” ” 1 What does the name Easter tell 11s?
What connexion has it with Jesus of Nazareth?
According to Bede, and the best modern authorities,
the word Easter is derived from Eostre, the Saxon
goddess of the east, signifying the dawn and spring,
whose festival our forefathers celebrated at this
season. The Saxon Oster means “ to rise.”
Throughout the pagan world the revivification of
vegetation was celebrated with festivals, which sym-
bolized the reproductive powers of nature. The time
when the sun, passing over the vernal equinox, pro-
claims himself redeemer of the world from winter is
naturally that of the feast of the Passover, not the
mythical crossing of the Red Sea but the yearly
passage of the world from the 1Kinds of winter to the
life and vigour of summer. At this season the Egyp-
tians held a feast to Isis, and the palm was carried
about as the symbol of reproductive power and
triumph long ere Palm Sunday was supposed to
signify the entrance of Christ into Jerusalem. Easter
is probably allied to Ishtar, the Assyrian goddess of
love and fecundity, who was said to have descended
to hell. She is similar to the Phoenician Astarte and
the Aslitoreth of the Zidonians for whom Solomon
built the Mount of Corruption (2 Kings xxiii. 13) at
Jerusalem. The Syrian God Tammuz or Adonis, was
first mourned and then believed to have risen from
the dead. The same fable was related of the Egyp-
tian God Osiris. These gods all represented the
reproductive power of nature, and were celebrated at
spring festivals.

There is no trace of the celebration of Easter as a
Christian festival in the New Testament (Acts xii. 4,
is a translation; Easter should be Passover), or in
the writings of the apostolic fathers. Early in the
history of the Church we hear of two divisions of the
original Salvation Army, who disputed for centuries
about the time when Easter should be kept. Eastern
churches, comprising many Judaising Christians, kept
the 14th of Nisan, the Jewish Passover, but the
Western Church, composed mainly of Gentiles, on
account of the connexion of the resurrection with the
day of the Sun, kept always the first day of the week.
At the end of the second century Pope Victor wrote
an imperious letter to the Eastern Church command-

ing them to conform to the Western practice. They
refused, and were stigmatized as heretics. Epiphan-
' Paeon and Medieval Religions Sentiment: Essays in

Criticism, p. 19.
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JUs tells ns: “ Some began the festival before the
week, some after the week, some at the be-
ginning, some at the middle some at the end,
thus creating a wonderful laborious confusion.”
At the Council of Nice, under Constantine,
it was fixed as now on the first Sunday after
the full moon happens upon or next after the vernal
equinox. As the Egyptians excelled in astronomy,
the Bishop of Alexandria was appointed to give
notice of Easter Day to the Pope and other patriarchs.
This, however, did not ensure uniformity. We learn
from St. Ambrose (Epist. 23) that in 387 the churches
of Gaul kept March 21, while those of Italy post-
poned it to March 28, and those of Egypt a week
later still, to April 5. Similar discrepancies are men-
tioned by Gregory of Tours in the year 577; nor did
they disappear till the eighth century.

The fact of Easter being a movable feast proves its
astronomical origin, and the differences among early
Christians show their ignorance of the date when
their god-man is alleged to have burst the bonds of
death. They have never even fixed the year of that
extraordinary occurrence with any certainty. While
the Gospels make Jesus prophesy that he would spend
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth,
the narratives make him to have spent only one day
and two nights.  According to the Synoptics, the
crucifixion took place on a Friday, the first day of the
Passover, but according to the established principle
of the Jewish calendar, the first day of the Passover
never can fall on Friday. To make the crucifixion
happen on the Passover is as improbable as to allege
that an Irish Fenian was hanged on a Sunday. At
that time there were no courts sitting, and, certainly
no execution could be permitted according to Jewish
law. It is most unlikely that the Roman governor of
Judea would so offend Jewish prejudice as to permit
an execution at the time of the Paschal feast.

That the Western Church in early times celebrated
the last supper on the one day and the resurrection
on the next indicates that the Christian festival sprung
from the old Pagan offerings of bread and wine to the
sun-god being mixed up with the Jewish sacrifice of
the Paschal lamb, and this may have led to the legend
of the Lamb of God having been put to death at the
time of the Passover, the period of the year when the
representative sacrifice was offered to ensure the
fertility of the soil.

It is difficult for Christians to realize how close was
the resemblance which the rites adopted by the
Church in honour of Christ’s resurrection bore to those
practised by the Greeks, Phoenicians, Syrians,
Egyptians, Hindoos, and many other nations
in  honour of the god of resurrection, under
the names of Adonis, Dionysos, Thammuz,
Osiris, Krishna, etc. Godfrey |lliggins in his
Anacalypsis (ii. 106), says: “ We have already seen
that in Hindustan and Britain the procreative power
of nature was celebrated on the day of the vernal
equinox by Phallic rites, Iluli festivals, May poles,
and April fools, and is even yet continued in these
extreme points of East and West— of India and Britain
— where the young girls, with their swains, little sus-
pect the meaning of their innocent-gambols— gambols
which, if our devotees understood, they would view
with horror. On the same day in Persia, the triumph
of the Good over the Evil Principle took place— the
triumph of Light over Darkness, of Oromasdes over
Ahriman. At the same time, in Egypt, Phrygia,
Syria, were celebrated the deaths and resurrections of
Osiris, Atys, and Adonis. In Palestine, again, we
find, on tlie same day, the Jews celebrating their Pass-
over, the passage of the equinox from the sign of the
Bull to that of the Ram, and of the Sun from the in-
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ferior to the superior hemisphere; and, to cor?gIUde
all, on this day we Christians of Europe still c°n
tinue to celebrate the victory of the god Sol, known
to all nations above enumerated by his differei™
names— by us ‘ The Lamb of God ' which taketl
away the sins of the world— on Easter Sunday, having
risen to life and immortality, triumphing over the
powers of hell and of darkness.”

The ancient Christian year began with Easter. kc'
ligious worship was celebrated by night; and te
\igils continued till cock-crowing announced the hirth
of the new sun. Then the stillness of the mi®I™ e
vigils was broken by the joyful acclamation,

Lord is risen! The Lord is risen! The Lon
risen indeed " Easter day was celebrated with ¢v
demonstration of joy. In the Roman Catholic Chl
we may see more of the Pagan element. At o
crowing tapers are lighted. St. Peter’s at Roffle
illuminated, and the-vicar of Christ, his vesting
blazing with gold, pronounces a blessing upon
world from a high balcony at mid-day. EusebmSi (]
the sixth book of his *“ Ecclesiastical Hist°r-"
chapter viii., tells us that on one occasion the
Christians were celebrating “ the solemn vigib
Easter,” when, to their dismay, they found that
was wanted. Narcissus, Bishop of Jerusalem> c°
manded water to be brought, and this he mhaC
lously changed into oil in order that the celebrat'
might be duly observed. This story shows that
early Christian Easter was quite similar to the
solar festival.

The Spring equinox was observed among all
ancient nations of the East as the beginning of 4([1,
new year, and as a season of rejoicing in honourrlh
the sun-god, and of his return to clothe the ea
with verure, and “ fill men’s hearts with food aﬁt
gladness.” He appeared then to rise triumph®".
over darkness and death, and to bring back life dis,
light to the world. Hence the fable of the sun da’
ing on Easter Day. The sun was said to dance
cause the chief or high priest who represented the ®
actually did dance at this season. In Sussex t>*
Friday is still known as “ Marble Day,” becaéllg
marbles were also played as a sun-charm, as
were shuttle-cocks. .1

A rare book entitled Recreation for IngWi1 1
Headpieces, published in London in 1667, contajll5.
ballad by Sir John Suckling, in which this belie'
alluded to :—

“ But Dick, she dances such a way!
No sun upon an Easter Day,
Is half so fine a sight.”

Sir Thomas Browne says, “ We shall not, |
disparage the resurrection of our Redeemer, if we
the sun doth not dance on Easter Day; and altim)®*
we would willingly assent unto any sympathel
exaltation, yet we cannot conceive therein anyd'wW
more than a tropical expression.” In the early
of Christianity in Britain both ecclesiastics and
used to play at ball in the churches at Easteri

Chambers’ Book of Days tells us how bishops a

deans took the ball into the church, and at the c® _

mencement Of the antiphon began to dance, tW 1
ing the ball to the choristers, after which they
refreshments, a gammon of bacon (said to be eatel
abhorence of the Jews) being the standard dish. ’ ,,
Easter cakes, which in olden times the clergy
sented to their parishioners, were, like Good Fr"3.
buns, also survivals of the solar warship, a siftll <
which so evidently remains in all our chutc
having their altars built to the east. ,
The Rev. T. D. Fosbroke, in his British i
tsm, thus naively describes the ball dance: “ A
not of size to be grasped by one hand only, hc\t
given out at Easter, the dean and his represent™!
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began an antiphon suited to Easter Da}, j ance
ing the ball in his left hand, he commenced

to the tune of the antiphon, the o re ~ was
round hand in hand. At intervas gie
bandied, or passed to each of the c on g'he
°rgan played according to the dance an s cNOjr
dancing and antiphon being conclu ®&UJ-Ulece of the
went to take refreshment. 1t'was the P e
lord, or his locum tenens, to throw the ra ,

Archbishop did it.” (p. 56-) ,ne +Hviat DF
Among significant Easter customs t~em

Putting out all the church fires and re-hghtil J

on Easter morning from a flint. In P:irs wind

great preparations were made on Easter N

up the seven penitential weeks. | . t

a fat hen and a piece of bacon ”
~bout eight or nine o’clock. At niicmk

otonous silence would be suddenly ro' merri-
clapping of hands, laughter and «1»* lungs of
ment, combined with the cry from continued
"Out with the Lent!” The merr®ent

about four hours, when each family w c_
before break of day rise to see the sun dance, pr

dee not confined to rustics.

(The late) J. M. WHEELER.
(To be concluded.)

The Wood and the Trees.

Fsw persons are free from what the meticulous law of
tiigence calls “ unconscious bias.” It is not only

Our past deeds travel with us from afar, "

And what we have been makes us what we arc ,
ril environment, early training, education and physica
an mental qualities or defects as well as relationships
@d associations often seem to fight against a latent or
ater desire for complete liberty of judgment. If we
mcognize that, in fact, no human being is more detached
jind impartial than it is in human nature to be, we shall
? slow to dogmatize about the dubious. Even so, it is
"'scrvable that sectarianism of temper often survives
~mancipation of thought, and that dogmatism is not
~iar to divines, nor bigotry to believers.

,° illustrate, and to reveal the raison d'etre_of this
ar 'de. At a recent lecture by the Editor of this paper
il Questioner asserted—apropos of a reference by the
wturer to prevalent conditions in Italy and Russia—
1& “ there is no more liberty in this country ” than in
'0% mentioned. Replying, and to the obvious surprise

the questioner and a few persons with him, Mr. Chap-
., N Cohen said: “ The Freethinker stands for Free-
*ught everywhere and for everyone. | would fight
ql that freedom for Christians not less than for others,

m Freethinker who would not is hardly worth calling

Freethinker.”” Rooking at the surprised faces of the
l.mstioner and his friends it was borne in upon us that a
1* °f orthodox rigidity is not uncommon in the most

,ed0x circles. Indeed that quality is one of the be-
ii US Sins of persons of one idea, whether the idea is
I7at ot. some advanced cause or of a religious creed.
, Is>it seems, easy for a conviction to become an
~session.  The bugbear of intolerance haunts the zealot,
Al m hard to beat off. Truth is greater than any
"mgle conception of it. “ Truth shifts and changes like
1 mtaract of diamonds; its aspect is never precisely the
tl,l ,at two successive moments. But error flows down
ini; @anncl ol history like some great stream of lava or
Jmnitdy lethargic glacier. It i1s the one relatively
W  thinS in a world of chaos ” (Mencken and

mns The American Credo.)
nJ~mught cannot be adequately conceived in that
h,r'tlve aspect which appears to be the only one seen
bithi°St of its enemies and by some of its professed
‘W \ A broadcast sermon described an Atheist as
and fwho believes in nothing” which is not more fatuous
altu d S than the suggestion that Atheism is merely

- glon or anti-Christianity. There would be no
b r of mere narrowness in Freethougbt if it was
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recognized that, unlike many advanced movements, it
has as its end not so much an immediate and attainable
objective as the creation of a type of mind that will
take many of such abjectives in its stride or make them
unnecessary. For instance, there are people who have a
religious passion for anti-vivisection or anti-vaccination
—our views on these causes are irrelevant here—and
give their particular interest a disproportionate place in
their minds and activities. If, however an Act or Acts
of Parliament were passed putting an end to all griev-
ances with regard to these matters, these movements
would be at an end, and the enthusiasm devoted to them
would have to find new fields to conquer. But does any-
one suppose that if Parliament repealed the Blasphemy
Laws : Disestablished and Disendowed the Church; and
Secularized the State these measures would put an end
to Freethought or the need for its propagation, or make
an end of superstition if, as Dean Inge says he be-
lieves, mankind is only now in its rattle and bottle stage ?
Secularism has indeed a practical programme for
achievement; but that programme is a consequence of
Freethought and not its cause or its end.

Mr. G. K. Chesterton has somewhere said that it is the
trouble with modern thought that it is so far behind the
times. This is not true of modem thought; but there is
something in it as applied to some modern thinkers. It
fails as an indictment of doctrine; but it might succeed,
in some measure, as an impeachment of practice. Thus
the itch for attaching labels to persons and things which
seems to be an incurable complaint with some “ ad-
vanced ” persons does not produce anything but futile
disputation. A label is invariably a limitation, and
frequently a lie. If you think of the hard words handed
about by those persons who specialize in being “Anti”"—
this, that, or the other, and of the amount of space
devoted in the organs of advanced causes to the washing
and mangling of controversial linen, generally about
differences of a very minor character, between adherents
of the same organization or cause you will not be in-
clined to dismiss these observations as superfluous.
From the standpoint of individual thinking, as well ai
from that of organized propaganda, those people who
cannot see the wood for the trees ultimately impair their
own judgment by the very process which they apply to
others.

We practice the temper which we hope is both clearly
advocated and consistently maintained in this article hy
quoting a few lines from a Christian writer who was
much better and bigger than his creed, viz., the late
F. W. Robertson : “Enlarge your tastes that yon may
enlarge your hearts as well as your pleasure : feel all that
is beautiful, love all that is good. Save yourself from
all sectarianism : pledge yourself to no part} : be a slave
of no maxims : stand forth, unfettered and free, servant
only to the truth.”

Atan Handsacre.

Is War Useless P

In your issue of March 13, the writer of “Acid
Drops ” speaks of " the senselessness and the useless-
ness of war.” As this subject has hitherto been treated
rhetorically rather than scientifically, |1 venture to make
a few remarks.

It is estimated that man has existed for about a million
years, and, so far as we can judge from the habits of the
lowest savages, he has been always at war. Would
your contributor assert that during the whole of that
period war has been senseless or useless ?

If he would, then he disapproves of the existence of
most of the people now in the world, for nearly all of
them owe their existence to war. Take the Angles and
Saxons. Fifteen hundred years ago they lived on a small
area of land at the mouth of the Elbe. From there they
attacked England, and took it from the Welsh. Then they
attacked North America, and took it from the French
and the Red Indians. Then they attacked Australia, and
took it from the Aborigines. Since then they have taken
new Zealand from the Maoris, South Africa from the
Kaffirs, and many other countries from their former in-
habitants.

The English race now numbers well on for two hun-
dred millions. Had it remained at the mouth of the
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Elbe, it could not possibly have numbered more than
five millions. Every inch that it has gained has been
gained by war. If our own existence is useful to
us, war must therefore have been useful to the English.

I need hardly labour the point, for even Norman
Angell frankly admits all that | have hitherto said. In
Chapter 4 of The Great Illusion, he gives many illus-
trations to show that war has been very useful in the
past. What he does say is that war has become use-
less owing to changes which are “ the work of the last
forty years.” In another place, he even mentions thirty
years as the time within which war has become useless.

In a word, Sir Norman thinks that war has been use-
ful for a million years. During all the time that Britain
was grabbing a quarter of the world, he thinks war was
useful. About 1880, however, Britain had grabbed all
she could ever hope to grab, and exactly at that time
war ceased to be useful. The popularity of The Great
lllusion has given Englishmen the reputation of being
devoid of the faintest gleam of humour, and in order to
show that there is at least one person in England who
possesses such a gleam, | beg to challenge Sir Norman’s
conclusion.

I maintain, for instance, that Japan could gain quite as
much to-day by taking many of our colonies from us,
as we ever gained by taking them from their former
owners.

Japan has seventy million people on a group of is-
lands not much larger than the British Isles, and of
which only a fifth of the land is level enough for agri-
culture. As a result, her people have to live on a Spar-
tan diet consisting almost wholly of rice, because animal
food requires five times as much land as vegetable, and
there is no room for it in Japan. Not only meat, but
butter, milk, cheese, and eggs, are almost wholly un-
known. Less than half the people ever taste fish. To
get this simple diet they have to work perpetually, and
wherever they go they are considered marvels of in-
dustry.

Not far from Japan are two gigantic islands. New
Guinea and Borneo. They are four times as large as
Japan, and have at least ten times as much level land.
They have an abundant rainfall, are rich in coal and
minerals, and their climate is admirably suited to the
Japanese. At present they are owned by Britain and
Holland, but, owing to the fact that they are far too hot
for the Northern European, they are almost entirely un-
populated, and continue so from generation to genera-
tion.

If Japan could get these islands, it is obvious that she
could gain all that Britain ever gained from America or
Australia.  What prevents her?  Merely the British
fleet. Let Japan sink the British navy in a battle off
Singapore, and she can stretch out her hand and annex
New Guinea and Borneo without another blow. With
very few blows she could also annex Australia and New
Zealand. Surely it is madness to say that Japan would
find such a victory senseless or futile.

There are similar cases all over the world. At present
the white race holds a ludicrously large portion of the
world, and the British Empire holds a ridiculously large
part of the land occupied by the white race. Half the
population of the world lives in Japan, China, and India,
and everybody with the smallest power of observation ad-
mits that the people of these countries are as able in
mind and body as the white man. If the white man
imagines that he can coop these people up for ever in
half of Asia by merely quoting texts from Norman
Angell, he is in for a big surprise.

If your contributor only means that there are wiser
ways than war of settling these differences, he is right.
We shall indeed be fools if we wait for the battle of
Singapore. But the wise thing is not to say that war
is futile, but to take immediate steps to remove the
cause of war. These causes are two: pressure of
population and unfair distribution of territory. Two
remedies are therefore needed : universal birth-control
and a fair distribution of land among the peoples of the
world. There should be an international land court to
transfer places like Borneo and New Guinea from the
incompetent hands of Britain and Holland to nations
that can make a proper use of them. When these things
are dope, war will end. Until they are done, it will go
on. R. B. Kerr.
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Correspondence.

To the Editor of the “ Freethinker.”

OH COME ALL YE FAITHFUL-

Sir,—One of the foremost of those daily affairs cal
newspapers—the Daily Express (circulation ~ump e
1----- 0) recently published five articles contributcc
some of the more notable members of the yO!? js
generation. These articles were headed, “ My ialt .
this,” and it is sufficient description to say that 8enet, ,,
speaking the gist of them was, “ | have found my ”
—* Power of Prayer,” “ Bible the Book for the BedsKc-
“ Modern Miracles,” etc. 1

Following the usual practice Mr. Jas. Douglas wou
up the proceedings with one of his famous “ sum®l S
up ” efforts, to the accompaniment of letters of Pra’
for the various writers and much back-slappmff
round.

Now in the same issue of the Express, which c
tained the article by Jas. Douglas, appeared a iC ~
breaking account of the sufferings of some poor pcasae
folk in Carpathia, who are in the grip of famine,
paragraph of which is all | need quote :— A

“ In the mountains parents cannot even affom
clothe their children with a shirt, and the little mites™e
naked and shivering in miserable hovels, sharing ~
bare boards with calves and swine. The children are
undersized through lack of nourishment that six-yea
olds present the appearance of babies.” |

Here, 1 think Mr. Douglas will admit, is niatcrl
for a miracle on a large scale, if ever there was, «
is a grand opportunity for the champions of prayer
show what they can do. | took the liberty of writing
the Express and pointing this out, but I'm afraid t 1™
know as well as | do how much use it would be to
tempt to rectify the matter by the means they profess
believe in. Accounts of similar happenings in Inst°.
supply the answer. Ai.f.

SUNDAY DECTUBE NOTICES, & tc

LONDON.

OUTDOOR.
Fulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (comer of Sborrdlgt
Road, North End Road) : 7.30, Messrs. F. Day an“
Tuson. ]
North London Branch N.S.S.—A meeting will be held *
White Stone Pond, Hampstead, near the Tube Station
Sunday morning at 11.30 a.m. Speaker to-day Mr. L. Rb°
West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 120,
B. A. Le Maine; at 330 and 6.30, Messrs. Bryant, Hy8"
Tuson and Wood. Current Freethinkers can be obtaul™
opposite the Park Gates, on the comer of Edgware
during and after the meetings.

INDOOR

South London Ethical Society (Oliver Goldsmith SCb°°;‘
Peckham Road) : 7.0, W. Stephen Sanders—* The Roots
Civilization.”

South London Branch N.S.S. (New Morris Hall, 79
ford Road, Clapham, S.W.4, Hall No. near Clapg,rga).
North Station, Underground) : 7.30, Mr. H. Cutner-
thought and Socialism.” ).

Study Circle (N.S.S. Office, 62 Farringdon Street. R C'J
Monday, April 4, at 80, Mr. A. D. McLaren will rca
paper on “ What is the Meaning of Fausti”

The Metrapglitan .Secular Sagiet i of Hg .
I-rofef 107 (ii tl@oat], éam&en Ql@oag, }&%tyﬁve W@
from the Brecknock) : 7.20, Mr. J. H. Van Biene—" Iffll
ing the Obvious.”

Tooting and District Co-Operative Men’'s Guild
Operative Hall, Upper Tooting Road, S.W.17. Thursi®
March 31, at 8 p.m., Mr. R. H. Rosetti—* Freethought &
Freethinkers.” Admission free. f

The Metropolitan Secular Society.—First Ramble
Season on Good Friday to Ken Wood. Meet 11 a®-
Hampstead Tube Station. Non-members welcomed.

COUNTRY.

Glasgow Branch N.S.S. (Saloon) Hall, Candleriggs
trance Door 1).) : 630, Mr. George Whitehead (London'”
“ The Evolution of Life from Microbe to Man.” Silver c¢°
lection. , €

Sunderland Branch N.S.S. (Co-operative Rooms, v®
Street) : 7.0, Mr. J. T. Brighton = What Must We Do to
Saved?”

N
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A Devastating Document |

!
R(]TE or R eason?!;
N Reply to Cardinal Manning

% Robert G.

— WITH

J.
I
INGERSOLL 1
-
Introductory Preface by H. Cutner. |

t S is one of the most comprehensive dis-
Proofs of the Roman Catholic Church ever
issued. Manning, one of the best Catholic

fQ#rOversialists of his day, stated the official case
hls Church. It is here completely and finally
demolished.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Sixty=four pages in coloured, wrapper,
Price 3d., by Post 4d.

'a* Pioneer Phess, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j
«4

T pRRh unfurnished rooms, with all convenience, to let.
&Jetklﬁ_'lse situated in North London and occupied by
mjj AJPe only. Reasonable rent. Full particulars—Box

>Freethinker, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

"ADEMY CINEMA,

(opposite waring & gillows).

Oxford Street
Ger. 2981.
showing Pabst's Great Film of the Mines.
“ KAMERADSCHAFT.”
QL the best pictures ever made.”— Morning Post.

YOU WANT ONE.

N.S.S. BADGE.—A single Pansy flower,
size as shown; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver. This emblem has
been the silent means of introducing many
kindred spirits. Brooch or Stud Fastening.
Price 9d., post free.—From

KRM Secretary, N.S.S., & Farringdon St., E.C.4.

"W anted children

a Oivilized Community there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

o
~lllustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con-
1 h @ Recluisites aQd Books, send a i™d. stamp to:

' HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks

BSTABLISHED nearly half a century.
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I

“Freethinker” Endowment Trust

! A Great Scheme for a Great Purpose

\ The Freethinker Endowment Trust was_registered on
the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise a
sum of not less than (8000, which, by investment,

1 would yield sufficient to cover the estimated annual
loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethinker.

1The Trust is controlled and administered by five

» Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Free-

| thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the terms

- of the Trust Deed the Trustees are prohibited from

| deriving anything from the Trust in the shape of
profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the event of

| the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion of the

- Trustees, rendering the Fund unnecessary, it may be
brought to an end, and the capital sum handed over
to the National Secular Society.

1 The Trustees set themselves the task of raising a
minimum sum of ¢8000. This was accomplished by

1the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion of

. some of the largest subscribers, it has since been re-

I solved to increase the Trust to a round (10,000, and

§ there is every hope of this being done within a reason-

| ably short time.

I The Trust may be benefited by donations of cash, J
or shares already held, or by bequests. All contri- »
| butions will be acknowledged in the columns of this |
journal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or to »
= the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. H. Jessop, Hollyshaw,
Whitkirk, Nr. Leeds, Any further information con-
1 cerning the Trust will be Supplied on application.
_ There is no need to say more about the Freethinker
. itself, than that its invaluable service to the Free-
1 thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by all.
i It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought in this
I country, and places its columns, without charge, at
the service of the Movement.
. The address of the Freethinker Endowment Trust
j is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4

Y —

D — — —

.

*

( The Book which makoa Converts

ITHE CHURCHES AND
' MODERN THOUGHT!

( An

\
I By VIVIAN PHELIPS. }
|

»

( 40,000 copies of earlier editions sold. 1 v
\ Revised Edition, in cloth binding, now IS» 110L f
| issued in the Thinker’s Library. (by post /3) 1

Inquiry into the Grounds of Un-
— belief and an Appeal for Candour.—

Obtainable of all Booksellers, or of

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. |
4

OPINIONS .!

- Random Reflections and Wayside Sayings 1

t BY,

| CHAPMAN COHEN

( (With Portrait of Author)

] Cloth G it 3s. 6d.
) Superior Edition bound in Full Calf Ss. Od
| Postage 3d.

j The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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LANGHAM PLACE, W.I
(Under the auspices of the Survival League and the Rationalist Press Association Limited)
SUBJECT :

DO THE DEAD LIVE?

IS THE EVIDENCE CONCLUSIVE ?

BETWEEN

MRS. CHAMPION DE CRESPIGNY

(the well-known Novelist) and

MR. A. D. HOWELL SMITH, B.A.

(a Director of the R. P. A))

ON

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, AT 8 P.M.

Chairman : ERNEST RAYMOND

fleet

Tickets can be obtained from the Rationalist Press Association Limited, 4, 5, and 6 Johnson’s Court
Street, London, E.C.4, or at the Hall. Prices: Stalls and Grand Circle (numbered and reser

3s. & 2s.; Unreserved Area, Balcony, and Orchestra, Is.

| Ready April 21.
(

Of topical interest in view of the
forthcoming crisis in the relations
between Church and State.

History—Argument-

The case for Disestablishmellt j
. the
and Disendowment from wf
secular and financial points I
view.

Official Facts about

Statistics. Church Revenues.
Cloth 2s. 6d. Paper Is. 6d.
Postage 3d. Postage 2d.
1 Alan Handracrc
mllril vrvif
REVENUES of RELIGION

With

A RECORD OF ESTABLISHED RELIGION IN ENGLAND
By
ALAN HANDSACRE

Author of " Authordoxy: A Reply to G. K. Chesterton's " Orthodoxy"The Irish Free State:
Its Evolution and Possibilities," etc., etc.
Issued for the Secular Society, Limited by the Pioneer Press, 61 Parringdon St., B.0.4.
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