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R eligion  and  B ir th  C on trol.

I am not concerned with the necessity for a better 
and wider understanding of birth control, although I 
may note that the Church Times’  statement, “  That 
it should be a tragic misfortune to have seven child­
ren is the condemnation of existing social condi­
tions,”  as an indication that this religious organ has 
not yet outgrown that phase of thought which regards 
a woman as little better than a breeding machine. For 
my own part, I should not care whether social con­
ditions were such as to provide good living conditions 
or not, I should still hold that it is for the woman to 
say whether she is to be turned into a mere breeding 
machine or not, and it should still be at the discretion 
of the man and the woman whether their family should 
be a large one or a small one. It is astonishing how 
very materialistic— in the lower and ethical sense of 
the word— are these spiritual teachers of ours when 
the question becomes one of practice.

I am more concerned with the implications of the 
remark of Justice MeCardie that we must recognize 
we are living in 1931 and not in the world of medieval 
times, and with the regret of the Church Times that 
there should be a clash between the Church and the 
national judicature. For this docs really bring us 
back to a very vital fact in our lives and in our his­
tory. It was entirely due to the influence of the 
Christian Church that the struggle against birth con­
trol was so bitter, and it was in the name of Christ­
ianity, from Carlile to Bradlaugh that men and women 
were forcibly prevented by the Government of the day 
from disseminating this knowledge where it was most 
needed. Unfortunately since the taboo against birth 
control has weakened somewhat, and since it has been 
taken up by sopie who either shrink from arousing re­
ligious prejudice, or try to give it some sort of re­
ligious sanction, the part played by Freethinkers in 
bringing this question to the front is carefully hidden. 
That would in itself not be a matter of so great conse­
quence, were it not that it hides the more important 
fact that it is owing to the prevalence of Christian 
influence in all departments of life that conduct is as 
unhealthy and as undeveloped as it is.
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Views and Opinions.

Tbe C h u rch  an d  R eform .

I hE opinion expressed by Mr. Justice McCardie 
dtlring the trial of two cases of abortion— one of the 
'voineu w-as the mother of seven children— evoked 
Wi<3e.Spread notice in the press. The Judge expressed 
.^e opinion that the present law with regard to 
Portion, was sadly out of date, and that a knowledge 

birth control ought to be widely circulated 
'Uiiong the working classes. This was accompanied 
'yith the remark : “ It should be recognized that we 
Tve in the year 1931 and not in the world of medieval 
dines, nor in the w;orld of a century ago.” Practi- 
;ally, the Judge’s remarks was an invitation to the 
jdry not t0 convict. It was certainly the most strik- 
,ng Utterance of recent years on this topic, and shows 
l0W far we have moved from the time when Brad- 
ladgh and Besant fought the Government in the 
c°Urts in order to vindicate the right to disseminate 
wrtiong the people a knowledge of birth control.

In the general press the comments of Mr. Justice 
McCardic have been received cither without comment, 
<>r with mild approval. The Church 1 imes, however, 
'V s  not let it pass without protest, and in its issue 
f°r December 4, it says : “  It is more than regrettable 
that a person with the position and the influence of 
°He of His Majesty’s Judges should express opinions 
°n highly controversial questions that are opposed to 
acceptcd Christian conceptions.”  Without arguing 
die general principle as to whether Judges should or 
shouhi not utilize their position to express opinions on 
1 pntroversial subjects, it is to be noted that no opposi­
tion whatever is raised when judges use their position 
tr> express opinions, outside the purely legal aspect of 
die case before them, but which make for the endorse­
ment of some phase or another of Christian belief. 
The impartiality for which Christians plead is invari- 
ably an impartiality that leans strongly to one side.

* * *

C h ris tia n ity  and L ife .

I have written often enough against the superstition 
that Christianity, as such, made for either a saner 
ethic or a cleaner practice. That is one of the preva­
lent superstitions which is still tolerated by many 
who claim to have thrown off belief in the Christian 
religion. The assumption is quite unwarranted. 
Christianity did not make sex passion pure, it only 
made it furtive. It did not elevate marriage, it merely 
tolerated it as a necessary, but disagreeable, concession 
to the weakness of the flesli. The great Christian 
writers knew little or nothing of the refining influ­
ences of the family, but tended to regard it as a lower-
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ing of one’s “  spiritual ”  status. More than that it 
narrowed down the sense of morality until it became 
identified with sexual conduct. It lost the larger, 
the healthier, and the progressive meaning given it in 
the ancient world. Justice McCardie is right. We 
have permitted ourselves to be smothered by the un­
healthy and unclean regulations of medieval monks 
adulterated with the doctrinal absurdities of a later 
Puritanism.

Speaking of the Puritan attitude towards drunken­
ness, Mr. Augustine Birrell said : —

Be untruthful, unfaithful, unkind; darken the lives 
of all who have to live under your shadow, rob youth 
of joy, take peace from age, live unsought for, die 
unmourned, and, remaining sober, you will escape 
the curse of men’s pity, and be spoken of as a worthy 
person. But if ever among what Burns called “ social 
noise,’ ’ you so far forget yourself as to get drunk, 
think not to plead a spotless life spent with those 
for whom you have laboured and saved; talk not of 
the love of friends, or of help given to the needy; 
least of all make reference to a noble self-sacrifice 
passing the love of woman. For all that will avail 
you nothing. You get drunk— and the heartless 
and the selfish and the lewd will claim the privilege 
of pitying you, and receiving your name with an 
odious smile.

The distortion of a sense of value indicated in this 
passage with regard to a particular act is character­
istic of the genuinely Christian mind towards morality 
as a whole. To put the matter briefly one might say 
with truth that the Christian Church had always a 
vigilant eye on conduct, but had no sense of morality. 
It held things to be right or wrong, not because of an 
intelligent sense of the bearing of those actions on 
life, but in much the same sense that some judges 
when administering an admittedly bad law will smirk, 
“  We have nothing to do with the justice of the law' 
but only with its existence. We are not concerned 
with its wisdom, but only with its administration.”  

* * *
“  Thus S*ith the Lord ! ”

The fault was native with Christianity, part and 
parcel of its very life. For with morality, as with 
other things it came before the world with a “  Thus 
saith the Eord.”  And that meant an end to specula­
tion, to freedom of thought, to rational improvement, 
in a word, to progress. Neither Greece nor Rome 
ever possessed anything in the shape of a "  sacred 
book.”  They had their gods and their religious 
teachings, but they had no revealed book which con­
tained the whole of man’s duty. The consequence 
was that to the Greeks morals stood on the same level 
as politics. Morality was a natural fact, a social pro­
duct, to be considered, discussed, amended and modi­
fied as were theories and practices in other directions. 
An ancient Athenian would have looked with surprise 
at the Christian of to-day attempting to decide sex re­
lations, marriage, or divorce by appealing to what 
“  Our Lord ”  said some two thousand years ago, and 
with a knowledge of our history he would have pointed 
out that improvements in the theory and practice of 
morality had eventuated only when we ignored what 
“  Our Lord ”  said and decided questions in accord 
with the needs and knowledge of the day.

No greater disaster ever overtook the world than the 
imposition on it of a “  sacred book.”  In science it 
meant a stop to investigation, to new ideas, a bar to 
the dissemination of knowledge. I'or more than a 
thousand years “  Thus saith the Lord ”  was the cheek 
to everyone who dared to step out of the beaten path, 
In politics it made any endeavour to modify or change 
a system of government a crime against God. The 
Greeks had created a science of politics, and had 
made the dissection and treatment of the body politic,

The
tlie task of the philosopher and the stateinan. 
Christian Church re-established the Asiatic idea of  ̂
State as something ordained by God which a 1 ‘ 
could question only at his peril, and left to the sta • 
men the chief task of carrying out the will of  ̂
As a consequence we are still trying to regulate 
by the rationalized ravings of medieval monks aim 
inspired oracles of a tribe of Semitic semi-savageSi

* * *

Life and Religion.

The Church Times regrets “  this fundamental cl-1- 
between the Church and the national judicature, 
evidenced by the expressed opinion of Mr. JuSlnt 
McCardie. But this is only an illustration of " liât

thehas been going on for some centuries between 
Church and contemporary culture, and in an incr ‘ 
ing measure. The whole movement of niooe 
thought is an illustration of the clash between 
Church and modern thought. Modern astronoWC 
modern physics, modern biology, all represent a eW- 
between Church teachings and science. When c011' 
mon sense rejected witchcraft there was a clash L 
tween the Church and contemporary life, the adn"1' 
sion of Jews to Parliament, the partial establishing, 
of the principle of religious liberty, the recognition 
the equality of the sexes, the humanizing of the crl”' 
inal law, the right of the ruled to rise against t 
tyranny of rulers, all these represented so many onf9 
sions on which the Church found itself at war "T 
reform. How could it be otherwise? The world 
which the Christian theory was based has ceased t0 
exist, the social state in which Christianity 
developed has ceased to be. How can it be honest. 
possible to continue with a teaching that sprang 
this dead world ? The statement that Justi’-'- 
McCardie is setting up a clash between the ClmrC 
and the legislature is sheer cant. The clash is theJt 
already. Every thoughtful man and woman kn°"; 
it is there. Every honest man and woman says it ’■ 
there. It is part of the hypocrisy set up by t'1.t 
Christian Church that public men should pretend 1 
is not there.

C hapm an  C ohen-

Defending the Faith.

“ The miraculous has become absurd, the impossibly 
Oods and phantoms have been driven from the earth ;i:1' 
sky. We are living in a natural world.”—IngersoU-

“  Humanity thinks slowly.” —C. XV. Ncvinson.

K ing  H e n r y  the  E ig h t h , of polygamous meniori’ 
was dubbed “  Defender of the Faith.”  As a sou 0 
the Romish Church, however, he was a naughty fi0-'1 
and as a monarch anything but a shining exampje’ 
Many modern defenders of the Faith delivered to tn 
saints are as mischievous as old Harry, and do m°^ 
harm than good to religion. Some bring religion 1 
self into contempt, which is perilously near the aWi  ̂
crime of blasphemy. Others protest too loudly, a11 
cause unseemly mirth among unbelievers.

A  case in point is the sober statement of a write 
in a monthly review that “  Militant Atheism f  
dead,”  which, if true, only shows that Atheism 1 
the liveliest corpse ever known. Another Christie1’ 
apologist, however, in blissful innocence of the se1' 
enee of death passed by his brother penman, suggC!-' 
blandly that there has never been such a thing aS \ 
real Atheist. This reminds us that, years ago, s°|111 
Christian apologist declared that Charles BradlaUfJ11’ 
the most militant Freethinker of his generation, l'11 
been a Christian all his life without knowing it.
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One of the most delightful pieces of Christian Evi­
dence, however, was that produced by Mr. Arthur 
Machen, the journalist. As the argument has been 
rePeated since so many times, it deserves to be res­
cued from the mausoleum of departed newspaper 
articles. Mr. Machen said that the fault of Free­
thinkers, or rather their misfortune, for these dread­
ful people are born that way, is that they lack the 
rehgious sense. The unfortunate Freethinker, he 
tohl 11s, resembled the unhappy folks who are “ tone- 
•leaf,”  anc] “  colour-blind,”  and who cannot enjoy 
the aesthetic delights of art, music and literature: —  

He is not able to relish a good dinner; so he finds 
out all kinds of reasons to prove that dinner is non­
sense, and poisonous nonsense at that.

Hr. Machen was “  sorry ”  for the poor, demented 
freethinker, and in the heat of his argument, almost 
angry. “  Freethought,”  he pointed out with olea­
ginous politeness, “  is found to some extent in all 
uiinds save in the two extremes of saints and simple­
tons.”  And, since journalists are never by any 
chance saints, it is really deplorable to reflect to which 
Rroup Mr. Machen himself belonged.

The simile of the dinner is beautiful and ineffectual 
nonsense. Freethinkers are as able to relish a good 
dinner as the most portly parish priest “  with good 
capon lined but they are not so ghildish as to mis­
take a menu for a banquet. The Christian menu has 
no correspondence with the promised meal, and the 
Price charged is too high. One bird in the hand is 
"'orth a multitude in the bush. A promise of an 
alleged post-mortem existence playing the harp does 
not compensate for mental slavery in this life. An 
honest man, with a sense of human dignity, would 
hesitate to play fast and loose with his intellect, and 
accept a creed because it appeals to bis selfish hopes 
and fears. Living by faith is one of the easiest of all 
Professions, as the dear clergy know. Living on 
faith, however, is a precarious business.

The religious sense is as common as dirt, and even 
Christians have little reason to shake hands with each 
°ther as members of “  God’s ”  own aristocracy. The 
senses of beauty and wonder, and, indeed, the love 

aesthetics, are not necessarily religious, but are 
Perfectly natural. How, then, can there be anything 
“  spiritual ”  in their combination? Is it reasonable 
to gibe at the Freethinker as like a man “  utterly in­
capable ”  of relishing the exquisite savours of “  La 
Lelle Dame Sans Merci,”  and as one who prefers 
Edgar Wallace before Shakespeare when one remem­
bers that Shakespeare and Keats were both Free­
thinkers. The whole idea is a gross illusion. 
Christians have no monopoly of the finer feelings. It 
is very doubtful if the average hymn of to-day has 
any more claim to be considered as real literature than 
the ordinary music-hall song. And the cheap, glaring 
lithographs of so-called sacred subjects in so many 
Christian homes suggests that colour-blindness is by 
"o means confined to tbe heterodox.

As a defender of the Faith, Mr. Machen was pass­
ing wonderful. One of his ruses was to belittle Free- 
thought. The way he did it was as follows : —

But the man who is convinced that the early 
martyrs were designing and crafty rogues is, often 
for some obscure reason, anxious to proclaim his con­
viction to the world, whereby he becomes a burden 
and a bore.

Mr. Machen should have known better than that, 
ft is the innocent convert to religion, and not the un­
believer, who proclaims his message at street corners 
and open spaces with the help of a harmonium and 
half a dozen girl friends. And far too often he makes 
a collection from his audience.

This defender of the Faith was not quite so bland

and childlike as he appeared to be. He followed the 
beaten track of all theologians in talking of mysteries, 
which is a subterfuge to cover the retreat of a cham­
pion of Christendom. Here are his words:—

The truth is that, whether we like it or not, we 
live in and by and through mysteries.

Mysteries, forsooth! And Mr. Machen did not at­
tempt to illuminate them with his clever camouflage. 
Wishing to keep the religious instinct in mystery, or 
obscurity, he objects to explanations. He cannot 
tolerate that men should talk of these things too in­
quiringly. Even if the critics are right, the subject is 
sacred, and therefore taboo. The older theologians 
were definite; the modern defenders of the faith are 
as indefinite as shadows on a wall. As man ad­
vances, the gods retire. With each increase of our 
knowledge of Nature, the sphere of religion is 
steadily lessened. Presently people will find that 
deities and devils alike are but the reflections of men’s 
imagination, and symbols of his ignorance. So re­
ligion develops, “  till by broad spreading it disperses 
to naught.”

Despite the fifty thousand clergy of this country, 
the creeds are all crumbling. To the true believer 
this is very disturbing, but the Secularist is hastening 
the removal of an incubus which has hampered man­
kind for countless centuries. Like Bedouins pitching 
their tents amidst the ruins of Palmyra, the rising 
generation can regard unmoved the relics of the re­
mote past, and have not the least desire to see them 
restored.

M im n er m u s.

N e w  G o d s  fo r  Old.

(Concluded from page. 772.)

“ The apologetic attitude so prevalent in science to­
day is not a logical outcome of new concepts. It is 
based upon the hope of reinstating traditional beliefs 
with which science was at one time in open conflict.” 
(Prof. h. Hogben : The Nature of Living Matter, p. 28.)

“  The p(x>r physicists, appalled at the desert that their 
formula; have revealed, call upon God to give them com­
fort, but God must share the ghostliness of His crea­
tion, and the answer that the physicists think they hear 
to their cry is only the frightened beating of their own 
hearts.”  Prof. Bertrand Russell : (The Scientific Out­
look. p. 272.)

Bertr an d  R u ssei-i, points out that mathematicians 
provide all kinds of mathematics, but only certain 
kinds arc available to the physicist. Accordingly : “ It 
is found that mathematical formulae can express cer­
tain laws governing the world that we observe. Jeans 
argues that the world must have been created by a 
mathematician for the pleasure of seeing these laws 
in operation. If he had ever attempted to set out this 
argument formally, I cannot doubt that he would 
have seen how fallacious it is.”  3 And he tells of an 
extremely learned and orthodox theologian he once 
knew : “  who told me that as the result of long study 
he had come to understand everything except why 
God created the world. I commend this puzzle to 
the attention of Sir James Jeans, and I hope that he 
will comfort the theologians by dealing with it at no 
distant date.”  (p. 118.)

Sir Arthur Eddington, in his book on The Nature 
of the Physical World (p. 83) although he states 
his belief in tbe existence of God, as a matter of 
faith— a statement that has reverberated through the 
Press and the Pulpit ever since— yet as a man of 
science, he rejects the popular religious belief, held 
by ninety-nine out of every hundred believers, that

3 Bertrand Russell : The Scientific Outlook, p. 117,
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God, suddenly, by a divine whim, created the uni­
verse out of nothing'. He says : —

Scientists and theologians alike must regard as 
somewhat crude the naive theological doctrine which 
(suitably disguised) is at present to be found in every 
textbook of thermodynamics, namely, that some 
billions of j ’ears ago God wound up the material 
universe and has left it to chance ever since . . . 
As a scientist I simply do not believe that the 
present order of things started off with a bang; un­
scientifically I feel equally unwilling to accept the 
implied discontinuity in the Divine nature. But I 
can make no suggestion to evade the deadlock.

This quotation from Sir Arthur’s book has not 
reverberated at all; so that the vast majority of the 
pious who rely upon the Press and the Pulpit for 
their information, are in happy ignorance that the 
same authority who is cited in support of belief in a 
God, has proclaimed his utter disbelief in the founda­
tion corner-stone upon which the ordinary believer 
builds his faith in a God ! Moreover, if there is no 
necessity for a God to create, or wind up the uni­
verse as a start off, what is the use of him at all? 
That was his principal job; all the rest could be ex­
plained without his interference.

Some people, observes Bertrand Russell— not, how­
ever, Eddington— “  derive comfort from the thought 
that if God made the world, He may wind it up again 
when it has completely run down. For my part, I do 
not see how an unpleasant process can be made less 
so by the reflection that it is to be indefinitely re­
peated. No doubt, however, that is because I am 
lacking in religious feeling.”  (p. 123.) And 
further, he remarks, that a great deal is heard nowa­
days about the refutation of materialism by modern 
physics through the break up of the atom : —

But few philosophers ever believed in the hard 
little lumps at any date later than that of Demo­
critus. Berkeley and Hume certainly did n o t; no 
more did Leibnitz, Kant and Hegel. Mach, himself 
a physicist, taught a completely different doctrine, 
and every scientist with even a tincture of philo­
sophy was ready to admit that the hard little lumps 
were no more than a technical device. In that 
sense materialism is dead, but in another and more 
important sense it is more alive than ever it was. 
The important question is not whether matter con­
sists of hard little lumps or of something else, but 
whether the course of nature is determined by the 
laws of physics. The progress of biology, physio­
logy, and psychology has made it more probable than 
it ever was before that all natural phenomena arc 
governed by the laws of physics; and this is the 
really important point, (pp. 124-125.)

The religious world has indeed made great play 
with the break up of the atom. It is no use trying 
to explain to these people that materialism is not 
concerned with the constitution of the atom. They 
stop their ears and with parrot like persistence insist 
that materialism was founded upon the indestructi­
bility of the atom, and, now that the atom has been 
found to consist of electricity, materialism is dead.

Büchner, the founder of nineteenth century materi­
alism, did not found it upon the indestructibility of 
the atom. In his famous work Force and Matter, 
his fundamental proposition is that the universe is 
composed of force and matter. At that time the com­
mon and prevailing belief was that matter and force 
were separate entities; that matter by itself was dull, 
inert and dead. Büchner denied this, he said there 
were not two entities, but only one. He declared, 
and he repeats it over and over again, that force and 
matter are one and indivisible. No force without 
matter. No matter without force. And this is pre­
cisely what the scientists have since proved by the dis­
covery that everything, in the ultimate analysis, con­

sists of electricity. Only instead of “  Force
» wc 
differ'now use the word energy, but that makes no 

ence.
Instead of receiving honour and praise for den1 

ing, and expounding, this great truth, B uchner l'aS 
been railed at and derided for holding a view of nwtter 
to which he was utterly opposed, and which, at tit- 
time w hen he wrote, bis enemies held. ,

Bertrand Russell then turns his attention to I>10y 
Lloyd Morgan’s theory of “  Emergent Evolution> 
which he claims to be “  from first to last a revelatl0" 
and manifestation of that which I speak of as Diving 
Purpose.”  Upon this Bertrand Russell observes-  ̂
“  It would be easier to deal with this view if all'r

its

reasons were advanced in its favour, but so far as 
have been able to discover from Professor Ll°> 
Morgan’s pages, he considers that the doctrine is 
own recommendation and does not need to be demo" 
strated by appeals to the mere understanding.”  *̂ n 
he further observes : —

beFor aught I know to the contrary, there may 
a Being of infinite power who chooses that chibli t n 
should die of meningitis, and older people of cance < 
these things occur, and occur as the result of ey .  
tion. If, therefore, evolution embodies a Div,"e 
Plan, these occurrences must also have been plannc l' 
1 have been informed that suffering is sent as ‘ 
purification for sin, but I find it difficult to thin” 
that a child of four or five years old eau be SU" 
in such black depths of iniquity as to deserve tl'c 
punishment that befalls not a few of the child1'1’.1', 
whom our optimistic divines might see any day. 1 
they chose, suffering torments in children’s hospit"” -

And concludes: ‘ ‘ If indeed tlie world in wl"0'1 
we live lias been produced in accordance with a Pl;|11’ 
we shall have to reckon Nero a saint in comparis0" 
with the Author of that Plan. Fortunately, however 
the evidence of Divine Purpose is non-existent; so at 
least one must infer from the fact that no evidence 15 
adduced by those who believe in it. We are, the"e' 
fore, spared the necessity for that attitude of imp0' 
tent hatred which every brave and humane "ia" 
would otherwise be called upon to adopt towards tlie 
Almighty Tyrant.”  (pp. 135-136.)

We shall be mightily interested in seeing whetl>er 
Messrs. Eddington, Jeans, and Lloyd-Morgan reply 10 
this broadside.

W. ManM-

Freethought.

In trying to arrive at a satisfactory description of 
word Freethought, so that it will convey to the mi" 
all that it is intended to connote, without being t0° 
indefinite, it is easy to include too much or too little- 
One can strive after a too clear-cut definition tb" 
would exclude all but a few who have reached a hiff 
standard of Freethinking, owing to a self-discipline 
the sphere of thought that is impossible to MioS 
people, and thus be very unjust to a host of arde" 
seekers after truth. While on the other hand it is cas> 
for one to include a multitude of men and women, 
Freethinkers, who give expression to thoughts wl"c 
we should take to be “  Freethinking,”  but for tl'c 
fact that they are not put forward as part of a °o"' 
scious and consistent opposition to extraneous auth°r' 
ity in the realm of thought. There are many who " 
not wish to be thought of as “  religious ”  in 
popular sense of being a “  religious person,”  atl 
who are capable of occasional, if not frequent, 
marks about religion, of a not very pious kind, l"1 
have not the slightest intention of placing themscN  ̂
in opposition to religion, and are ever ready to “ sM"1 
up for religion ”  if they think occasion demands. ' °̂
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delude such persons in the company of “  Free- 
tliinkers ”  would be e<iuivalent to taking all the 
leaning out of the word “  Freethought.”
. Remembering that Freethought, like other things, 
Is relative to the social conditions of the age in which 
u manifests itself, perhaps the following will be a 
Useful description for the modern Freethinker. Free- 
thought is the conscious and persistent rejection of all 
extraneous authorities and restrictions which seek to 
Prevent the individual formulating and giving ex­
pression to his own conception of the universe and 
mans’ relation thereto, and of all matters concerning 
unman life. It involves the right to repudiate the 
authority of every Church, Bible, Creed, Government, 
01 body of public opinion to interfere in the expression 
°I and propagation of any opinion, and refuses to 
ncknowledge the limitation of the sphere of mental 
activity such as is too often imposed by religion.

That, I think, is the position which the Freethinker 
°f to-day should endeavour to attain, even though he 
’nay not yet see the possibility of success in his own 
time.

t hat the Freethinking of other ages may not always 
stand to be measured by the above standard is in no 
"ay derogatory to our history, unless it be in some 
‘evv cases of sheer disloyalty. We have a great past 
and a wonderful heritage, of which we have every 
r’Rht to be proud. Especially when we remember 
u°w much the odds have been against those who have 
banded down the torch of Freethought.

-’’ Inch of the Freethinking of the past was, no 
(1°ubt, not put forward in full consciousness of an- 
tagonism to religious authority and social custom, 
andi it is necessary to keep this in mind, as it helps 
*° explain some subsequent recantations, and reveals 
the fact of man’s natural tendency to think freely. 
Dus is so not only with regard to the earliest periods 
°f which we have record of man’s thought, but also 
concerning all times.

It is only when we keep in mind the general habit 
oi thought, and the accepted beliefs, of a particular 
age, that the inclusion of certain names in a “  History 
°f Freethought,”  or in a “  Dictionary of Free­
thinkers ”  can be understood. In numerous instances 
theologians and Biblical critics can be treated as 
being freethinking on certain subjects when considered 
hi relation to the prevailing doctrines of their age, 
hut not in the fullest sense of the term. On a total 
conspectus of their intellectual activity it is seen that 
'chile they have rejected and set themselves in 
definite antagonism to specific beliefs, whether in 
theology or in Biblical criticism, they are inhibited 
’u respect of complete Freethinking by the power of 
Religious thought in general. They remain within 
’ he sphere of religious thought and are incapable of 
breaking away from that sphere no matter what hap­
pens. In such cases there is no question of honesty; 
’ hey arc examples of the power of religious heredity, 
’ 'Mining, and environmerft to prevent complete 
Cental development in men who, under non-restricting 
conditions would have probed all problems to the 
Uttermost results. Nevertheless, historically they 
must be credited with some measure of Freethinking, 
especially if they themselves have not oppressed others 
Who have ventured further in their criticisms of gencr- 
ally accepted beliefs.

That they are not entitled to be recorded as complete 
Freethinkers even in relation to tlieir own age, is 
shown by the fact that others of their own day and 
generation did outstrip them in rejection of dogma 
:|nd defiance of authority; and often after having no 
Jess a handicap at the start. How many “  Freethink­
ing ”  theologians and critics of the Bible of the time 
of Bradlaugh deserve to have a place such as is 
accorded to him in the history of Freethought?

7S9

There is another fact in intellectual evolution in re­
lation to Freethought that is not always seen, but 
needs to be seen and then kept in mind at all times, 
if the value of Freethought is to be rightly appre­
ciated. It is the evolution of the type of individual 
who in his attempt to adapt himself to the conditions 
of modern life has watered down his religious beliefs 
so that they will fit in with the more advanced teach­
ings of the Modernist in religion, including the at­
tempt to square the circle on behalf of science and re­
ligion. The value to the cause of Freethought of this 
type of person is, if anything, not of a definite and 
personal contribution; it is only incidental at the 
best of times. In fact his easy-going way of thinking 
may become a source of danger to our movement.

When he claims that he is a Freethinker and has 
no objection to everybody thinking what they like, 
he is to be classed not as a Freethinker, but as an ex­
ample of variation in the sphere of thought. Ilis 
easy-going attitude is the outcome of his attempt at 
social adaptation and not of competent Freethinking. 
Instead of this latter he has consciously or uncon­
sciously squared himself to the power of religious in­
fluences, as far as his desire to be a man of the modern 
world has permitted him; and in view of the variations 
and adaptations of present-day religious thought the 
work of “  squaring ”  needs not to have been very 
difficult. With this kind of individual a profession of 
orthodoxy would not be out of the way if social con­
ditions demanded it as the price of his own advance­
ment.

That men in high places are often of this type must 
be kept in mind. Examples of mere intellectual vari­
ation are to be found in all grades of intelligence 
and in all walks of life. I11 relation to Freethought 
such men and women are likely to become little more 
than intellectual debris of which it is well to keep the 
movement clear, if possible.

The importance of keeping in mind the fact that the 
word Freethought is of sociological rather than 
psychological significance, and stands as stated above 
for the rejection of all attempts to prevent men from 
thinking for themselves by the exercise of external 
authorities which seek to impose set beliefs upon man­
kind, is seen when the question is asked : how can a 
man be a Freethinker and at the same time reject the 
doctrine of Freewill ?

Thought is no more free than is the will as far as 
psychological conditions arc concerned. Thought is 
determined by heredity and environment; by the 
physiological capacity of the brain; by upbringing and 
social conditions; and by education in the fullest sense 
of the term, which invokes opportunities of conflict 
with other men’s minds— directly in conversation or, 
indirectly in reading. It is conditioned by the physio­
logical state of the body in general, and particularly 
by the state of the nerves and brain.

As with everything else, environment provides 
conditions of thought and expression, and in the 
sense of claiming that no such conditions exist with 
regard to thinking it would be absurd to speak of 
“  free-thought.”  On this score the Freethinker is 
as much a determinist with regard to “  thought ”  as 
he is with regard to “  will.”  He realizes that all 
thinking is determined; it cannot escape from the 
universal condition of cause-effect.

It is in the sphere of action that the term “  free ”  
applies, and it is freedom to express his thoughts, 
after having done his thinking with as much freedom 
from the influence of authority as possible, that the 
Freethinker claims as against all attempts to impose 
upon him thoughts and modes of expression with 
which he cannot agree.

The unjustness and stupidity of trying to impose 
upon everyone the same set of doctrines is perhaps
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best seen when it is realized what is implied. Namely, 
that everyone is capable of believing the same teach­
ings no matter what differences in intellectual 
capacity and training there may be. It resolves itself 
into the idea that the carefully trained scientist is no 
more capable of understanding the universe than is 
the inadequately taught country yokel.

Unfortunately, too many scientists have given 
countenance to this by their habit of playing the 
water-tight compartment trick with regard to religion. 
The result being numerous exhibitions of foolishness 
in the name of science, more worthy of theologians of 
the Middle Ages than of scientists of the present day.

In other spheres of thought, even in politics, differ­
ences of opinion are expected, but in religion we are 
told that everyone should accept the same set of teach­
ings; that there is one true gospel which cannot be 
fundamentally affected, no matter what may be the 
findings of science and the advance of thought in 
other directions.

This attitude is taken up even in spite of the count­
less variations in doctrine within Christianity itself—  
leaving all other religious teachings on one side; and 
modern men and women are expected, no matter what 
may be their intellectual accomplishments, to accept 
and believe the essentially primitive teachings of 
Christianity, although they may be permitted to 
give expression to their beliefs in what would be 
strange terminology to an early Christian.

That the scientist and the philosopher should 
be called upon by the priest and teacher of 
Christianity to profess worn out creeds plus the 
results of modern science and philosophic
thinking, if a standing in society is to be 
secured and kept, should be a sufficient refutation 
of the idea that Christianity makes for intellectual in­
tegrity. Had Christianity at all times preached but 
one body of doctrine and remained steadfast against 
all other teachings, and against all reinterpretations 
of her own teachings, the charge of lack of intellectual 
honesty might have been avoided. As it is the count­
less Christian heresies, with their conflicting dogmas, 
put forth in the name of a complete and final revela­
tion testify to the impossibility of religionists think­
ing alike on all matters of doctrine, and show how 
great must be the lack of straightforward facing of 
difficulties on the part of those who are well versed 
in the history of the Churches and their multitudinous 
teachings. Whether the failure to be intellectually 
honest is conscious or unconscious, the indictment of 
Christianity on this head is a serious one.

It is not always realized that the existence of an 
external authority capable of making itself felt in 
respect of matters of belief comes to be an important 
ps}7chological factor in the minds of those who are 
influenced by it. Such an authority constitutes a 
conditioning factor in all their thinking concerning 
the subjects over which it has sway. This is best 
illustrated in the power of the churches with regard 
to their dogmas. When the activities of the churches 
are directed towards insisting upon their members 
accepting prescribed beliefs and forbidding them to 
accept other beliefs, freedom of thought is impossible 
to the individual who submits to the dictation of such 
authorities.

The individual has taken into his mind the idea 
that a certain authority must be obeyed, and that in 
itself constitutes a mental obstacle to his freethinking, 
and is the psychological counterpart to the external 
institutions which stand for obstruction to thought and 
progress in the outside world.

Freedom from this kind of thing is what the Free­
thinker claims, and not something so foolish as “  to 
be able to think as one likes,”  in the sense of heing 
five from the conditioning factors of thought.

E . E g erton  S t a f fo r d .

Acid Drops.

For the first time in the history of the Worthing T ° " n 
Council the Mayor opened a recent Council Meeting 
with prayer. We wonder when members of a Counci 
will have the courage and the decency to protest against 
this intrusion of sectarian prejudice into civic functions-

A clause in the Versailles Treaty stipulated that mib- 
tary drill of every kind should be excluded from a* 
schools, elementary and advanced, on the ground that 
such drills were a preparation for the army. In this 
country, and in other countries of the allies, such drills 
are perpetuated and encouraged, blessed by parsons atm 
patronized by politicians. The Labour Government, 
under Mr. Macdonald, withdrew all state support fro"' 
the cadet movement. The present Government, unde1 
Mr. Macdonald, has restored State patronage to the cadet 
movement, but has not restored financial help. Still» 
that will come presently. German disarmament was to 
be the forerunner of universal disarmament. The arma­
ments of Europe to-day are larger than they were in 19C'

For ourselves we have no faith whatever in the pj°‘ 
mises or the agreements of governments to partially dis- 
arm, or to outlaw submarine warfare, or to proscribe 
chemical warfare. No sooner do they limit armaments 
than they work to make what armaments they have ten 
times as effective. And you cannot stop experiment" 
in death dealing gases unless you stop chemical exper1' 
ments altogether. Neither can you trust any agreement 
entered into betwreen governments during times of peace- 
No agreement will be kept so long as it is to the interest 
of a government at war to break it. There is no stupidity 
and no breach of faith, and no barbarity that will not bc 
perpetrated and sanctioned by the cry “  The Nation 111 
danger ” — while our education is such as to send the 
people scampering here and there in a rabbit-like panic- 
We said all these things in 1914— and before, and they 
are as true to-day as ever. You can only k ill war by 
making the idea of war really detestable, and by break­
ing down that primitive tribalism which to-day domin­
ates Europe and which makes wars inevitable.

The Rev. A. Wellesley Orr, vicar of St. Paul’s, Kings­
ton, must have been reading the Freethinker,-—some years 
ago. His statement is worth repeating, and as there is 
110 copyright in common sense we suggest that he be 
given full marks by that small and august body of good 
men, whose brains are still not addled in spite of our 
Gadarcne press. Here is a cutting :—

If every war memorial had been built in the shape of 
a workman’s dwelling-house, there would be no slums 
to-day.”

Rut in that case there would have been no military dis­
play on Armistice Day.

Viscount Castlerosse, a titled journalist, makes great 
play in the Daily Express with the names of Sir James 
Frazer and Charlie Chaplin. He gives away some of 
the secrets of publicity, and succeeds admirably in com­
paring the like with the unlike. This is a gift, the ex­
clusive property of journalists, in the same way that, 
with theologians, the assertion of the improvable is taken 
for truth— God’s truth. What the Viscount’s articles 
signed John Smith would be worth is another question- 
That we pass on to Einstein.

Inspiration from the wireless :—
If Dean Inge was a dictatah,
The Lord God would he only a waitah 
Lip stick and such messes,
And men’s hideous dresses 
Would equal the price of a potatah.

This is the best we could do while the inspiration lasted.

A parsonic scribe in a Nonconformist journal says
According to Je 11 it is for sin - of omission that souk' 

are damned. Those consigned to the sphere of torment



December 13, 1931 THE FREETHINKER 791

are such “  as did it not ’’—the act of kindness, the ex­
tension of a helping hand. Bad “ deeds done in the 
flesh ”  may, good deeds left undone will bring about 
condemnation and rejection—such is the clear teaching 
of the Master. Yet how slow Christians are to acknow­
ledge this even theoretically. Most of us still appear to 
pride ourselves on the evil we do not commit rather than 
to concern ourselves about the sympathy we might show. 
Sometimes when cynicism has me in its grip, I question 
whether there would be room in the Methodist Church 
for a man who does not hate Roman Catholics, does not 
consider intoxicants or even gambling as the worst of 
Moral crimes. I mention this merely to point out that 
when denunciation has risen to peak point the law of 
Christ has not necessarily been fulfilled. That law is 
the law of love, and love consists in something more 
full-blooded than negative and more winsome than an­
tipathy.

! ''fortunately, a denomination cannot be held together by 
" W e .”  The sheep are kept within the fold by being 
ta''ght to hate the sheep in other folds and their ways of 
fl'inking and acting. Then, of course, the sheep have 
"Iso to be taught to believe that they are much superior 
1° other kinds of sheep and to those who refuse to be 
sheep at all. This rather messes up the flow of full- 
hlooded “  love ”  towards the other sheep and the non- 
sheep. And so one can easily see that fulfilling the 
Christly law of love is no easy matter. Perhaps one 
"eedii’t wonder that Christians have always found it 
easier to hate than love one another.

I wo reverend gentlemen connected with the Wesleyan 
Ministerial Training Fund, the Rev. Dr. Ritson, and the 
Kev. R. s. Lamplough, have sent out an S.O.S. for 
Prayer on behalf of Wesleyan candidates, students, pro­
bationers, and tutors in the training colleges. The re­
quest is for prayer only, but one cannot help suspecting 
fhat it is an oblique way of suggesting that more cash 
be forwarded to the Training Fund. These parsons 
know their public, and also quite a lot about the craft of 
^egging. It makes one quite sad to reflect that all this 
falent will be useless in Heaven.

The Dean of Durham hopes “  that the rich will give 
''P stag-hunting, and the poor will give up rabbit-cours- 
'" g ."  W e are afraid that a pious hope is not likely to 
effect any improvement in the direction mentioned. 
Pleasures that entail cruelty to animals belong to the 
'"'intelligent stage of human culture. Rejection of such 
Pleasures will come about only through educating people 
°f all classes in a more intelligent use of leisure.

“  I have not seen,” says Mr. St. John Hrvinc, “  six 
"loving-pictures that seemed suitable for the eutertain- 
'"ent of any but a collection of idiots.”  This sort of 
criticism must, of course, be expected so long as film 
Producers are grim ly determined to produce what the}7 
fhink the public wants. They may, of course, be right 
'" their judgment of the public mentality. On the other 
baud, they may have been misled by the kind of mental 
Pabulum served up by many of the popular journals and 
file parsons. Perhaps, however, it is not a question of 
""  inaccurate valuation of public taste, but that the film 
"'agnates are merely producing films which arc in har- 
"lony with their own particular grade of culture and 
""derstamling.

It would seem that the Freethinker has a rival in the 
f'ehl. Acid Drops, which clean the mental palate, finds 
lls counterpart in the Passing Show, under the heading 
of “ One W eek’s Wisdom.”  Here is just one from the 
family jar of our humourous contemporary to whom we 
"-Mend the glad hands :—

Progress of tlic Higher Learning at Inverness as re­
ported by the daily press:

“ The Free Church Presbytery here lias resolved to in­
vite the co-operation of the headquarters of the church 
at Kdinboro’ to ensure that the chapter of Genesis and 
not the Darwinian theory of evolution is taught in 
Scottish schools.” 

f his Acid Drop is a Ilullseye.

The grin of comedy i again provoked by Dr. names,

Bishop of Birmingham. Dr. Barnes, whose ideas on 
birth control are utterly at variance with the creed to 
which he subscribes, takes hold of the problem the 
wrong end up. He states that this country is over- 
populated, which is only a lazy way of dealing with the 
question. And he dares not rub his nose in Church his­
tory to see the part it has played in crushing out the 
finest intellects. And when he speaks of preventing the 
birth of the feeble-minded, what will become of the 
church’s position as a result?

Lord Mostyn’s offer of the western slope of “  Happy 
Valley ”  has been accepted by Llandudno Town Council. 
There appears to be more common sense in this than 
the building of a Cathedral in Liverpool— lovely Venice 
of the North.

Candour is rare in clerical circles, and we therefore 
mention as being an exception to the rule the Rev. Dr. 
James Black, who points out that the Prophet Jeremiah 
got an awful shock when he discovered that abuses in 
“  Israel’s public life ”  were not due to anything but that 
the Lord’s people “  love to have it so.”  He goes on 
to say :—

For our spiritual work, let us face truth, however 
ugly. We have been speaking lately of the desecration 
of our Christian Sunday. Some of us have been imagin­
ing that the whole business has been engineered by a 
few private interests, out to exploit the people’s day of 
leisure. Is that the case ? I assert that no private 
interest, however powerful, would have the shadow of 
a chance to exploit our Sunday were it not that “  the 
people love to have it so ” 1 That is the brutal fact : 
we have to reckon, not with a few bad men, but with an 
indifferent mass. Our acquiescence is the real crime. 
Let us be honest enough to face truth. Nothing ex­
plains the state of Great Britain in this year of grace 
except this —“ My people love to have it so.”  Every 
nation hns the social life—and the fate—it deserves or 
permits!

Then comes a real piece of unadulterated clericalism. 
People say to me : “  Trust the people ”  : I answer : “  I 
never trust the people. I only trust a Christian people.”  
And there are a large number of litigants at County 
Courts who have found cause to regret trusting them.

Mr. Hannen Swaffer informs us that £20,000 is required 
because the death-watch beetle is eating away the roof of 
Newcastle cathedral. This is nothing of importance 
in comparison with the gold bug that is playing hell in 
millions of homes, with Christian advice to put up with 
it.

W hat’s this? What's this? Midsummer madness in 
November:—

“ Most teaching about hell is sheer devil worship,”  
said the Rev. E. F. Braley, principal of Bede College, 
Durham University, preaching at Durham last night.”

Are visions about ? Or is it all gas and gaiters ?

The Rev. Samuel Horton (“  touring across Canada ” ), 
says that Vancouver and Victoria are both beautiful 
cities. In Victoria roses bloom for seven or eight months 
of the year. “  It is the flower garden of Canada, and 
even paradise itself could hardly be more beautiful.” 
We hope Mr. Horton docs not fondly imagine that Para­
dise is a place where he will be able to enjoy all the 
sensuous things that delighted him on earth. In Para­
dise he will be minus all the physical organs by which 
such delights can he enjoyed. We have always been 
puzzled to know how a “  soul ”  can twang a harp and 
howl songs of praise when it has no fingers to twang 
with and no lungs wherewith to howl.

According to the Rev. Ensor Walters, in recent years 
a wave of pessimism, gloom, and despair has swept over 
civilization. Deep down in the heart of humanity, he 
asserts, are darkness and despair; a spirit of gloom in­
fluences almost every department of human life. The 
reverend gentleman, of sourse, paints his picture of the 
present state of civilization as black as possible. Hr 
knows that religion has been rejected by a very large 
proportion of the people, and he depicts what he thinks
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they ought to be, as a result of that rejection of religion. 
There is a possibility, however, that his sombre analysis 
may be influenced by what is happening in the Christian 
Churches. He says :—

It is to be feared that the spirit may also be found in 
the Churches. In many religious communities it is 
paralysing aggressive effort. It is not that the financial 
problem is overwhelming, so much, as the feeling that 
religion is waning, that Churches are failing, and that 
attendance at public worship is declining. In some re­
ligious quarters a spirit of defeatism is abroad and there 
is no influence more deadly or hurtful to the Kingdom 
of God.

Mr. Walters has a remedy, that of Christian cheerful­
ness, of “  smiling through ”  life’s difficulties. We hope 
his chapel friends will not adopt it. The difficulties of 
present-day life are not likely  to be lessened by the pres­
ence of thousands of chapel-goers walking about with a 
forced grin on their faces. That would only be adding 
to the national misfortunes. We would rather they 
stayed inside their tabernacles, if they must grin to 
screw up their Christian courage.

shown in a court of law that there was a carcfu 5 
planned publicity scheme. Hut surely the public is 11 
so stupid as not to have known this. And it must fcaV 
been quite well known to the papers. They in fact too 
a hand in it. When an actor, or movie star, comes over 
here for rest and quiet, and is surrounded by crow® 
when their ship reaches port, when Mr. Macdona 
rushes off to the village of Lossiemouth and is phot°" 
graphed leaving Downing Street, entering the tram, 
leaving it again at Lossiemouth, when the Prince o 
Wales or the Queen, in a quite causal excursion, suddenly 
stops to talk to a poor man or poor woman, or visit sow6 
shop or house, surely the most wooden-headed me®" 
ber of the public must wonder how the photographer 
happens to be on the scene, unless warned in a visi°n 
by God— or advised by some publicity agent. People 
who wish to go about quietly do go about quietly, hut 
the other kind of thing can always be arranged.

F if ty  Y e a rs  Ago.

Mr. Walters appears to imagine that cheerfulness is a 
virtue typically Christian. It is not. There was cheer­
fulness in the world before Christ was born. There was, 
however, much less of it after that event, and when the 
Christian religion set men torturing their minds about 
the ultimate fate of their souls.

When Methodist Union eventuates, Methodism in Eng­
land, we learn, will not be quite an organic unity. Two 
small bodies bearing the name of Methodist will be left 
out— the Methodist Reform Union, and the Independent 
Methodists. The latter, we are told, must needs remain 
separate, “  for the central principle of its constitiution 
is that of an unpaid m inistry.”  Quite so; the uniting 
Methodists parsons are entirely agreed that such a prin­
ciple is vicious in the extrem e! However, we have no 
doubt that if the principle had been adopted as a part of 
Methodist Union, there would have been an astonishing 
number of parsons seeking divine “  calls ”  to other 
denominations. Seemingly, some such calls are already 
being heard by Methodist parsons who fear unemploy­
ment as a result of Union. The Anglican, Baptist, and 
Congregational denominations have, we believe, been 
approached by Methodists parsons and some training- 
college students as to the possibility of a transfer. The 
instinct of self-preservation over-rides cherished sectarian 
beliefs 1

Eight thousand people at the Albert Hall, the other 
day, cheered the statement that the Bible was the Word 
of God, and contained nothing but the truth as our fore­
fathers understood it. Eight thousand people cheered 
the attack on scientists who dared to put their know­
ledge before the “ Word of God.”  And this-in the year 
IQ3t, when we pride ourselves on our advance, and when 
we look down on Dayton and the American Funda­
mentalists !

The truth is that we have as many Fundamentalists 
here as they have in the United .States, although they 
are kept under better control. But a change in condi­
tions would make them as prominent here as elsewhere, 
and our boot-licking press would then pay them the 
same deference that it now pays to other fashionable 
superstitions with money and influence behind them. Nor 
would it stop there. The advanced clergy, and the 
timidly respectable heretics who voice a tentative unbe­
lief would not be where they are for long. Each would 
go back to where they were. They are where they are 
because of the militant Freethinking work that has 
brought them forward, and each would be where they 
were a couple of generations ago if once the Funda­
mentalism now held in check manifested renewed 
strength.

A  number of newspapers profess surprise that behind 
Charlie Chaplain’s experiences in public, it has been

TH E  ORTHODOX PULPIT.— Sermon IV.

"  Jacob have I loved but Esau have I hated."
Romans ix. 13-

D early B eloved Brethren,— In my last discourse I 
called attention to the fact that the forty-two little 
children who were torn by she-bears for calling 
Elisha “  baldhead,”  may not have been any worse than 
other little children. They were simply singled out £l* 
special objects of the vengeance of God. Careful Bibliea' 
students know that he always acted in this way. St- 
Paul tells us in the chapter whence our text is taken, 
that “  The children not being yet born, it was said, thc 
elder shall serve the younger,”  and that God raised nP 
Pharoah merely to show his power; for “  he hath mercy 
on whom he w ill have mercy, and whom he will be 
hardeneth.”  Again and again did he harden Pharoah’s 
heart, so that, despite ail the cattle of E gypt being 
killed several times over, he would not let the people g<j. 
God had chosen his people not for their virtues but of h® 
own will and pleasure. We are expressly told that they 
did “  more evil than did the nations whom the Lord des­
troyed before thc children of Israel ”  (2 Kings xxi. 9}' 
With these other nations we arc again told in thc beauti­
ful language of Holy Scripture, “  it was of the Lord to 
harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel 
in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, and that 
they might have no favour, but that he might destro) 
them, as the Lord commanded M oses”  (Josh. xi. 20).

In the eyes of mere secular morality Esau compare* 
very favourably with his cheating brother Jacob, but, 
brethren, let us never forget God’s ways are not our 
ways. He spared not his own Son, who, “  being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God ”  (Acts ii. 23) was crucified and slain. Nor did 
he fail to punish his own people for following his own 
law of putting to death any who taught a new religion- 
Verily, verily, how unsearchable arc his judgments and 
his ways past finding o u t!

Kings have been often blamed for caprice, but Solo­
mon tells us, “  The k in g ’s heart is in the hand of the 
Lord; he turneth it whithersoever he will ”  (Prov. xxu 
1). “  The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole dispos­
ing thereof is of the Lord.”  ’Tis he that turneth UP 
tails, and he that turneth up heads. Shall thc puppcl: 
complain of its wire-puller? He knoweth whom he hath 
chosen according to his own purposes from before the 
foundation of the world. Who then shall lay anything 
to the charge of God’s elect? “  The Lord hath made a’ j 
things for him self; yea even the wicked for the day 0 
evil ”  (Prov. xvi. 4). Let us pray :—

“  O Thou, wha in the heavens dost dwell,
Wha, as it pleases best thysel’,
Sends anc to heaven, and ten to hell,

A ’ for thy glory;
And no for onv guid or ill

They’ve done afore Thee.
The "  Freethinker," December tt, i$ST*
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

PETERS.—The Hull Chief Constable is exceeding his 
Powers in taking upon himself the granting of permits to 
. ‘ 11 meeting in a public place. The police have the 

rikht to interfere only when an obstruction is being caused, 
!" 'vhen the language used is calculated to incite to 
’reach of the peace, or an annoyance to householders in 
le neighbourhood of the meeting occurs. Further than 
’at the Chief of Police has no right whatever to inter- 

ere with public meetings held in the open air. Your 
°ourse should be to hold a meeting where no obstruction 
or pbvious an nova nee is being caused, and then leave the 
Police to take whatever steps they please. We suggest 
'ou show the Superintendent this reply. Keep copies of 
all correspondence.

A. R. R eady writes.— “  We owe much to that 
friend,”  who was largely responsible in getting Mr. 

°hen to publish his Selected Heresies. It is a splendid 
Jo°k. In fact, the best that can be said of it is that it is 

a worth}- successor to Opinions. They make a most fascin­
ating pair. I hope its sale will be great—it is worthy of it.” 
dine.) A. F orrer.—Yes, we enjoyed our visit to Germany 

xery much, and should like to spend a real holiday there 
OIle day. The old world cities were delightful, and the 
general kindness of the people beyond praise. Sorry to 
lpar of your eye-trouble, and hope the improvement will 

 ̂ Jt> maintained. We have not seen the book you name, 
b. Moss.—Papers have been sent. The articles were 

empty enough, in all conscience. Pleased to have vour 
nRh appreciation of Selected Heresies.
Kaye.— We could hardly mix Hardy’s poetry with another

 ̂ contribution.
k°U,ixs.—Anyone can supply scores of answers to prayer 
provided one’s imagination is fertile enough and he is 

Jr<’ught up with a religious disregard of the truth.
‘ J- MaThje.—Thanks for forwarding letter. Pity that 

" se people do not try to discover what Materialism 
_ really means.
“  Henderson.—Y our experience is an interesting one. No 
one can become an Atheist without devoting considerable 
thought to the subject. Hi s conclusion may be a wrong 
but it at ieast is more intellectually respectable than is im 

 ̂P'icd by a profession of religious belief.
'• Desmond.—Interesting, but lacks point somewhat. The 

theme is worthy of more careful treatment.

The "Freethinker" is supplied to the trade on sale or 
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
rcportcd to this office.

Dm Secular Society. Limited office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, F..C.4.

1 l,e National Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London. E.C.4.

Letters for the Editor of the "  Freethinker"  should be 
addresscd to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

^hen the services of the National Secular Society in con­
nexion with Secular Burial Sendees are required, all com- 
niiinications should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 
TL H. Rosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

Frlends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
Qttention.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
°1 the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
and not to the Editor.

The "  Freethinker "  will be forwarded direct from the pub­
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad):— 
One year, is/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9. 

dh Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
"  The Pioneer Press." and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Olcrkenwcll Branch."

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
K.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Sugar Plums.

’To-day (December 13) Mr.

and good meetings are <

There was a good audience at Stratford Town Hall on 
Sunday last to listen to Mr. Cohen. As usual, the meet­
ing paid the lecturer the compliment of a close and in­
terested attention, and there was nearly an hour’s ques­
tioning at the end of the address. Mr. Warner occupied 
the chair.

We hope that readers arc bearing in mind the Annual 
Dinner at the Grand Midland Hotel, St. Pancras, on 
January 16. We bear that several parties of visitors are 
being arranged from the provinces and we hope to meet 
many provincial friends at what is always a most enjoy­
able function. There will be the usual first class concert. 
Tickets are 8s. each. All we need at present is to ask 
those who have made up their minds to attend to write 
for tickets as soon as possible. It helps with the 
arrangements to know as early as possible how many are 
likely to be present.

Mr. R. H. Rosetti visits Manchester and speaks for the 
local Branch twice to-day (Sunday) in the Engineers’ 
Hall, 120 Rusliolme Road, Manchester. Details will be 
found in the Lecture Guide notices. Mr. Rosetti has 
been a regular visitor to the Manchester Branch for a 
number of years and has many friends there.

A discussion will take place at the Century Theatre 
Westbourne Grove, W ., on Monday, December 14, be- 
tween Mrs. Janet Chance and Dr. Helena W right on the 
question “  Is Religious belief compatible with sound 
Sex Education?”  The affirmative will be taken by Dr. 
W right and will commence at 7.30.

A11 interesting article on “ Atheism and Moral Values” 
appears in a recent number of the Saturday Review from 
the pen of Lady Maud Simon, an occasional contributor 
to these columns. She concludes her forceful article by 
saying :—

Atheism, standing as it does for the rejection of be­
lief in supernatural intervention either in human affairs 
or the order of nature, is still largely used as a term of 
opprobium, and against it pious hands are held up in 
horror. But consolation can be gained from the reflec­
tion that it has behind it no black pages of history such 
as belong to the annals of the theism which it repudi­
ates. And the Atheist who is also a lover of truth and 
justice, denies, as he looks back, that theistic beliefs 
have been the driving force in human progress, but finds 
that they have followed in the wake of human standards 
of conduct and human ideals. Semitic and Moslem faiths 
both share Abraham as a “ prophet,”  and in the Biblical 
legend the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, is 
represented as a God who demanded—though afterwards 
relenting—the human sacrifice of a son by a father, as a 
test of allegiance to Himself. Even Christian theism did 
nothing to check “  man’s inhumanity to man,”  or to 
animals, during many centuries when a gospel of 
humanity was most needed to combat cruelty, the very 
thought of which sickens our more sensitive natures 
to-day. These things have been bettered—though much 
still remains to be done- bv human action “  by pity en­
lightened,”  not by signs and wonders, and it is in 
human nature and in what it can and will achieve, that 
Atheism puts trust.

Facts such as arc briefly recalled here should not be 
overlooked when an attempt is made to estimate the 
moral values of the “  anti-theistic ”  outlook which 
springs, not from indifferenc to these values, but from 
weighing them in the balance.

Mr. G. Whitehead will lecture for the Liverpool 
Branch X.S.S. to-dav (Sunday) in the Transport Build­
ings, 41 Islington, on “ An Atheist’s View of M orality.”  
Christians have often been told that view, but, through 

cclesiastic lips, here is an opportunity from a more 
authoritative source.

The X.S.S. has published a neat Christmas card with 
the following quotation from Thomas Hardy :—

“ Peace upon earth! was said. We sing it,
And pay a million priests to bring it.
After two thousand years of mass,
We’ve got as far as poison-gas.”

Freethinkers should give the post eard a wide circulation

,
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as a corrective to the cant of Christmas cards. Twenty 
of the cards for sixpence, post free may be had also from 
the Pioneer Press or offices of the N.S.S.

In the matter of faith in the supernatural, the first 
step is the most difficult. In the matter of faith in the 
knowable, the first step is also difficult, but it can never 
he said that the Freethinker has withheld encouragement 
in an}- human effort for human betterment. For that 
reason we extend congratulations to the publishers of 
Everyman, and recommend to our readers its Christmas 
Number. In its editorial notes entitled “  Which W ay 
for England,”  we catch the sound of sincerity together 
with a correct appreciation of present day difficulties. A  
passage worth recording is as follows : “ Knowledge saves 
mankind from folly; knowledge is the result of experi­
ence; and experience comes from acting upon ideas.” 
This is Freethouglit. The issue contains many readable 
articles, and seven etchings by that excellent artist W ill 
Dyson. If the idiotic economy damp forces more indi­
viduals to reading decent books, and independent think­
ing, the knot of strangulation may be more quickly 
drawn round those, who, amidst plenty, advise and force 
abstinence. This folly cannot endure for ever.

Anthropological Christianity.

I.— LEN T.

“ Who can believe with common sense 
A bacon slice gives god ofience;
Or, how a herring hath a charm 
Almighty vengeance to disarm ?
Wrapt up in majesty divine 
Does he regard on what we dine?”

Dean Swift,
" A very ancient and fish-like smell, a kind not of 

the newest.’ ’—"Tempest,”  Act ii, sc. 3.
“ La carcel y la puaresma para los pobres es heclia.”

Spanish Proverb.

One of the main roots of religion is belief in the return 
of ghosts. Dreams and visions are largely accountable. 
Since fasting is a means of producing nervous disorder 
and morbid exaltation which leads to ghost-seeing, it 
has a prominent place in all early religions and also 
in the great faiths that have continued the practices 
and superstitions of early man. Dr. E. B. Tylor re­
marks : “  Among the strongest means of disturbing 
the functions of the mind so as to produce ecstatic 
vision is fasting, accompanied as it so usually is, with 
other privations, and with prolonged solitary contem­
plation in the desert or the forest.”  The wild hunter 
often has to undergo involuntarily the effects of such 
a life for days and weeks together, and in this con­
dition comes to see visions, and to talk with phan­
toms which are to him visible personal spirits. The 
secret of this intercourse thus learnt, he has but to 
reproduce the cause to renew the effects.

Fasting is an important rite among North American 
Indians. Long and rigorous abstinence from food is 
enjoined on boys and girls from a very early age. 
Like other now objectionable, even abominable, rites, 
this practice w-as rooted in stern necessity. To be 
able to fast long became an enviable distinction. 
Forty days seems to have been a very general maxi­
mum, enjoined in ancient rites of initiation and still 
carried out by the Yezidis of Kurdistan. Lent repre­
sents the hardest period of the year, when in hunt­
ing-life game was scarcest, with pastoral people kids 
and lambs were yet unborn, and even with agri­
culturists winter stores threatened to give out. During 
these fasts particular attention is paid to dreams. 
What one sees and experiences at this time is re­
garded as revelation. Dr. Tylor gives numerous in­
stances from various nations. So thoroughly is the 
connexion between fasting and spiritual intercourse 
acknowledged by the Zulus that they have a saying,

“  The continually stuffed body cannot see score 
things.”  They have no faith in a fat prophet. The 
Pythia of Delphi fasted for inspiration. Hindu yog15 
have a like probation. Even the physician, Gale0' 
remarks that fasting dreams are the clearest. All the 
saints of the Catholic Church practised fasting, a_n 
saw their visions of heaven and hell, angels and devils, 
when in that condition.

Lent comes from the old Teutonic w'ord P cnS' 
meaning spring. In ancient times the new year com­
menced in spring, when the sun entered the sign 0 
Aries. All ancient peoples regarded the spring as ® 
period of new7 life. Much religion, indeed, is founded 
on a presumed analogy between the life of man and 
the course of the seasons. In its lowest efforts it con­
sisted of charms to alter the course of nature to suit 
human wants. Some survival of this appears in our 
prayers for rain and fine weather in the Book ol 
Common Prayer. The expulsion of evils, or demons 
presumed to be their cause, formed a large part of old 
religion, in which mystery, medicine and magic were 
bound together. The priest is the modern survivor of 
the mystery-man, medicine-man and magician, and 
his prayers are the modern survival of savage incanta­
tions. Devils were sometimes driven off like wild 
beasts, by yells and noises. Fireworks in the dull 
season represent the attempt to drive off the demons 
of darkness and bring the angels of light, or they were 
expelled by clappers, horns or ringing bells. In our 
custom of ringing the old year out and the new one 
in we preserve a pleasant survival of this superstition. 
Fasting was found an efficacious method of dealing 
with some of these demons— such, wre may suppose, 
as had their origin in intoxication, over-feeding, and 
fever. Christ says of a devil his disciples could not 
exorcise, “  this kind goetli not out but by prayer and 
fasting.”  The end of the year, the period preceding 
spring, was the general time for getting rid of evil 
spirits, and to make a fresh start in life freed from 
their malignant influences, as the new vegetation rises 
freed from the frosts of winter. This time was indeed 
that of the temptation by the devil; the Christ of the 
new life having to conquer its own passions and then 
overcome the temptations of the devil. A  period of 
forty days was set for this struggle. Moses, Elijah 
and Christ all fast for that time. It is notable that 
Milton in his Paradise Regained, like the Buddhists 
in their story of the conflict of Gautama with the 
tempter Mara, makes this initiation the most important 
item in his hero’s career.

Shrove Tuesday, the day of shriving, when our an­
cestors used to humble themselves and confess their 
sins to prepare themselves for Lent, is the survival, 
now only in name, of the Pagan preparation for the 
expulsion of sins; and on Good Friday (the last Fri­
day in Lent), when nature is supposed to be at its 
deepest point of mourning— the darkest hour before 
the dawn— we take the sacramental hot-cross-bun as a 
sign that our redeemer, who symbolises the sun and 
his fruits in vegetative nature, have passed over the 
barriers of death, and will return with new life, joy, 
and gladness to the earth. In Lent, marriages are 
abandoned, mourning dresses are still considered ap­
propriate; and Easter would not be Easter to many a 
provincial lassie did it not bring with it new clothes 
as a sign that nature was freshly arraying herself; the 
fasting, clothes, and feasting being all charms sym­
bolical of the life of nature.

Top-whipping, cock-shying, and cock-fighting, were 
ancient sports at this season. The first is a charm to 
accelerate the revolution of the seasons; the cock too 
was used in various sixrrts, and as a sacrifice, because 
it was supposed as it announced the dawn of day, to 
also announce the dawn c»f spring.

The object of fasting in Lent is to overcame the
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‘ evil of winter with all the privations, ills and aches 
pendant on his train. It was also found conducive 
0 health and good morals. The man who could ab- 

did something his fellows found difficult. Hence 
d st’nence has ever been associated with ideas of 
S.ailctity. Hindus, Chinese, Jews, and Mohamme- 
ails. all have their fasts that are supposed to make 

•Fonement for sins committed, and to predispose for 
d closer adherence to the rules of right living. Why 
' ohammedans keep Friday sacred, and why on dies 

eneris the Catholics eat fish, may be found ex- 
1’ 'fined in my Bible Studies.

' he ordinance of fasting, or rather fisli-eating, with 
symbolic egg-sauce, on Friday, and for the forty days 
11 Cent, should convince any misguided sceptic that 
'B'1' divine religion was instituted by fishermen. Jesus 

'rist, who told his disciples that he would make them 
'•sliers of men— and they have been trout-ticklers and 
‘"■ catchers, after the loaves and fishes, ever since—  

" as himself, as the early Fathers said, the great 
cbthus, the fish par excellence, who came by 

"ater, walked on the water, and did its 
'"iracles on the shores of the sea of Galilee, 
'he any dolphin or delphie oracle. Like the 
"hylonian Oannes, he was at once man, god, and 

¡•sh too. Jahveh’s rival, Dagon, also, was a god who, 
'he the mermaids, was half human and half fish.1 
n the Talmud the Messiah is called Dag 

. le hsh, while Vishnu, one of the Trinity of India, 
'‘ls as his astronomical symbol the fish, and was in- 

l,lrnated in fish form. Tertullian says, in the be- 
k'niiing of the third century : “  But we little fishes 
' fasciculi, as the Christians liked to call themselvesl, 
•'Her the example of lchth.its [i.c ., the fish, J. Christ], 
are born in water.”  St. Augustine says that 
Christ is Jchthus, for the purity of Jesus Christ 
'I5 found in the word fish, “  for he is a fish that 
'Ves in the midst of the waters,”  while Julius Afri 

canus plainly calls Christ that “  great Fish who fed 
Horn himself the disciples on the shore and offered 
himself as a fish to the whole world.”  It has been 
conjectured that the fish among Orientals was taken 
as ** type of a heavenly messenger, from the fact of 
ish occasionally falling from the clouds in heavy 

showers of rain.
(The late) J. M . W h e e ler .

(To be continued.)

Religion in Russia.

* have never advocated war, except as a means of 
Peace— V. S. Grant.

Ttths are but words and words but wind.— Butler.

Eow dear is fatherland to all noble hearts.— Voltaire.

Enow that morality is a curb not a spur.—Joubcrt.

Dust not him that seems a saint.— !• idler.

To be idle is the ultimate purpose of the busy.
Dr. Johnson.

Whoever is ignorant is vulgar.— Cervantes.

One hears constantly of the persecution of religion 
in Russia under the Communist regime, but rarely of 
any attempt to explain the Communistic attitude to­
wards the religious communities and the practice of 
religion itself.

The Communist state holds a materialistic concep­
tion of the universe, in w'hich there is no room for 
God, and in Russia the application of this theory has 
made the denial of religion a religion in itself. In 
the face of a system which denies the existence of a 
supreme being, the worship of such a being is mani­
festly absurd and unnecessary. And in a system 
which has always been accustomed to eliminate the 
unnecessary the Christians cannot expect to enjoy 
greater tolerance than they have meted out in the 
past to other Christians of slightly different convic­
tions from their own. So with the same fervour that 
distinguished the destruction, at the hands of the dis­
ciples of Jesus Christ, of the temples of more congenial 
gods than the Jewish carpenter from Nazareth, the 
followers of Vladimir Ilyitch close church and mosque 
and synagogue throughout one sixth of the area of the 
globe.

And above the angry chorus of Christian voices 
crying “  injustice,”  because a senile Patriarch died 
in the prison to which his counter-revolutionary activi­
ties brought him, resounds the mocking laughter of 
Hypatia, last of the Pagans, as she dies upon the 
knife of a Christian priest before the altar of a church 
in Alexandria fifteen hundred years ago. The com­
parison between the death of a Christian priest in a 
Communist prison and the death of a Pagan priestess 
in aChristian Church does not weigh the balance in 
the favour of the disciples of the “  pale Galilean.”

Nevertheless, the position of religion in the Russia 
of to-day is not so unfavourable as Christians fear or 
Communists might wish. The only religious institu­
tions which have been suppressed are those which 
were not self-supporting; those which can maintain 
themselves are spared but, as it becomes gradually 
more and more difficult to maintain churches in repair, 
these are closing one by one. The Cathedrals are 
mostly shut, many of the churches have become 
workers’ clubs, and the monasteries arc disappearing 
singly more from internal dissension than from any 
external pressure.

As Moscow the shrine of the Iberian Virgin has 
vanished from the walls of the Kremlin and the 
beautiful little medieval church of St. Boris has gone 
to make way for street widening operations, a pro­
cedure with which London, Rome and other Christian 
cities arc more familiar than Russia, where churches 
do not fall for the sake of the monetary advantages 
accruing to their custodians from the sale of their 
sites for commercial purposes. The Semenov mon­
astery outside Moscow, dating from the fourteenth 
century, was blown up to celebrate the tenth anniver­
sary of the revolution. The press of the capitalistic 
countries made quite a strong feature of this at the 
time, and quite forgot to mention that the monastery 
had lain empty and ruinous for years. In a country 
where art is only tolerated when it is of service to the 
proletariat, the destruction of buildings whose only 
interest is antiquarian is obviously logical.

I11 the churches which remain, services are carried

1 Morgan Kavanagli, in his curious work on the Origin 
fa Language and M yth, Vol. I, p. 277. says on 1 San., v. 4 
" According to the marginal note in the Bible, the word 

is licre used instead of the fishy part; by which we 
*rc allowed to infer that the part of Dagon which resembled
a fish was respected. But why so? Because a fish was called oil as usual, m e attendance is lair, and there is 
''her water and water after life, of which it is a principal usually a number of young people to be observed, 
H'Pport; and life after the sun. the supposed author of CSpecia11y at  the greater festivals. At Kiev there are 
existence, and which was anciently, as we h.ni ^hoiui r< in eyen yOU)1g priests, and there yet remain perhaps five
fill, * S h “ not0iJ u e d 1 afi1« ‘ saSeu r, maV'have often bad or six hundred m onasteries scattered throughout th e 
* name riot different from the one expressing this idea.”  Soviet U nion.
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The “  Living Church,”  a compromise between 
Christianity and Communism, having proved a failure, 
the “ Besbozhnik ”  or “  Godless ”  was brought into 
existence in 1923 to propagate Atheism and to aid in 
the - suppression of religion. No one can genuinely 
entertain any sympathy for this purely destructive 
organization which is no part of the Communist plan 
and aSords no assistance in any way to the workers. 
Its Carnival Procession of Blasphemers at Easter and 
Christmas is ridiculous; its Anti-God Museum is 
childish and absurdly crude. If there is anything 
which could prevent the natural disintegration of 
Christianity in Russia, it is the idiotic behaviour of 
the Anti-God Society. “  Religion is the opiate of the 
people,”  is a Communist watchword, and certainly 
religion has always been so used in Russia of the 
Tsars, but the attention drawn to it by the activities 
of the “  Besbozhnik ”  does not serve to make the 
opiate any less effective. The burlesque of Christian 
ceremonial carried out during the Procession of Blas­
phemers certainly provokes the ridicule which it 
desires, but the ridicule is directed on the Blasphemers 
rather than on the religion they deride. Violent sup­
pression is an unsatisfactory substitute for natural 
decay; the death of Paganism was not accomplished 
until Christianity had ceased to persecute and ceased 
to ridicule and had come merely to ignore. Com­
munism would do well to borrow the experience of 
the early Christians and apply it to those of the present 
day.

In the place of Christianity there has grown up in 
the heart of the Russian people the cult of Lenin. 
There is much of the mystic in the Russian, and Com­
munism has in the eyes of many taken on almost a 
mystical aspect. There are many affinities between 
the creed of Vladimir Ilyitch and that of Gautama 
Buddha, as far as one can disentangle the latter from 
the platitudes of priests. Both believed in non-exist­
ence beyond the material plane, but whereas Buddha 
taught individual salvation by means of escape into 
nothingness, Lenin taught universal salvation through 
the evolution of a system by which to grapple with 
life. The spiritual significance of Lenin is corning 
more and more to be appreciated, and it is conceivable 
that a generation not far distant may see in him a 
fusion of the higher personalities of the Brahmin and 
thè Nazarene.

Lenin lies to-day in the Red Chapel before the walls 
of the Kremlin; right across the principal tramway 
in Moscow stands the shrine of Vladimir Ilyitch, the 
centre of the Russia of to-day. An empty crypt, 
scarlet draped, contains the glass coffin in which the 
Founder of Communism lies embalmed as an inspira­
tion to his people; even in death Vladimir Ilyitch 
does not rest from the service of the proletariat. And 
every evening a crowd assembles; a long queue 
stretching across the vast Red Square files slowly 
through the Red Chapel, circles round the coffin of 
Lenin, trickles away homeward. It is here that the 
people of Moscow seek spiritual solace; there can be 
no other explanation of the nightly crowds that flock 
around Lenin’s tomb, for compulsion there is none 
and curiosity could never lead the populace, night 
after night, to the same goal.

And everywhere throughout Russia, in the homes 
of the people, where once dim lamps burned before 
crude ikons, there is now a Red Corner where the 
bust of Lenin gleams pale against the background of 
the Red Flag. But there are far more Lenins to-day 
than there were Christs yesterday— the shop windows, 
the workers’ clubs, the railway stations, everywhere 
there is a Red Flag and a portrait of Lenin.

Christianity in Russia is going down before a force 
as hated, and as hating as the Christians were in the 
days when they first emerged from the catacombs to

greet the Edict of Constantine. Christianity burst 
upon the world, flourished and spent itself as the 
pagan religions had done before. Another great 
world force arises in its place.

A i.fred Bagratiev.

Ire lan d  an d  F r e e  Speech.

N ext year the Eucharistic Congress will be held in the 
City of Dublin. To this Congress will come over
10.000 priests, monsignors, canons, bishops, archbishops’ 
cardinals and papal nuncios, together with tens of thou­
sands of the rank and file of the Catholic Church. The 
preliminary expenses, up to date, are around £ 100,000.

On the day that the first sod was turned in I’hcenN 
Park, marking the spot, where the altar will be erecteri 
before whose shrine will worship an estimated total of
500.000 people, the Free State Government introducer 
its latest legislation, described by Winston Churchill as 
bordering on the severity of martial law. Under this la"' 
any person can be arrested, tried and sentenced to death- 
Newspapers, under a fine of £ 1,000 and the closing up 0 
their premises, are prohibited from making mention 01 
any case in which the death penalty has been invoked-

Police enter printing plants, declare certain paperh 
are prohibited from being circulating, refusing to g>vC 
any reason. Men are picked up in the street, homes are 
raided and mothers wait anxiously for word of their sons- 
In reply to requests for information the authorities sc,u 
their communications in unstamped envelopes, making 
poor unfortunate women pav a surcharge of fourpence-

What is the reason for such an uncalled for tyranny - 
Is there a serious danger of a revolutionary uprising ■ 
Unfortunately, hungry as the people are, they are not 
showing signs of making any protest at the social in­
justices that find in them the hapless victims. Then 
why these measures of such unexampled severity ? 
study of the provincial press of Ireland supplies the 
answer. Relieving officers, reporting throughout the 
country, relate stories of their having to dip down m 
their own pockets to buy milk for starving children. I’1 
Carlow a man was found with a wife and seven children 
on the verge of starvation. He had been brought into 
court for not paying his rent. It was disclosed that bis 
weekly wages were nine shillings per week.

Every country newspaper reports at least one case oi 
infanticide. Sexual crimes are on the increase. The 
basis of these crimes is the terrible poverty that is ram­
pant throughout the country.

Ten thousand clerics, hundreds of thousands of people» 
marching beneath banners with their gleaming iuscrip' 
tions of gold, golden vessels on the altar with a bright 
sun playing on them, presenting a picture of dazzling 
effect—so dazzling that it might penetrate the darkness 
of the underworld. What if thousands of people, hungry 
and driven to despair, march on Phoenix Park and 
demand that some of the wealth being expended 011 the 
worship of the dead be utilized for feeding the living - 
A Catholic newspaper says that such a situation might 
arise.

The Irish Government passes its precautionary legiS' 
lation. If the hungry fathers and mothers rise up to pro­
test on behalf of hungry children, then in the roar of 
machine guns their cries may be silenced, for the Eucbar- 
istic Congress must not be disturbed !

Erin

THE CHURCH AND THE PEOPLE.
The tithes constituted a land tax, income tax, and 

death duty, far more onerous than any known in modern 
times, and proportionately unpopular. Not only were 
the farmers and cottagers bound to render a strict tenth 
of all their produce-'—theoretically, at least, down to the 
very- potherbs of their gardens—but merchants, shop­
keepers and even the poorest artizans were by the sainc 
theory bound to pav from their personal earnings thU 
same tax of two shililngs in the pound. Moreover, the 
law was pitiless to the peasant. Tithes of wool were 
held to include even the down oT his geese; the very 
grass which he cut by the roadside was to pav its due 
toll. The farmer who deducted working expanses hefW1’ 
tithing his crop damned himself thereby to hell.

' G, G, COvHon, "  Medieval SMIefS*-
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On “ A  D yin g B e lie f.”

Dr. E stmn Carpenter’s able contribution to tlie “ Home 
University Library,”  on Comparative Religion, concludes 
"'th  the following significant passage. “  One religion 
Guilds up another, and must use the speech of its country 
•uul its time. Its forms must, therefore, necessarily 
change from age to age, as the advance of knowledge 
and widening of experience suggest new problems and 
'all toy fresh solutions. But it will always embody man’s 
highest thought concerning the mysteries that surround 
him, and will express his finest attitude to life. Its 
beliefs may be gradually modified ; its specific institutions 
’"ay lose their power; but history shows it to be among 
D'e most permanent of social forces, and the most effec­
tive agent for the slow elevation of the race.”  Here, in 
rpstrained and considered terms, we have the last defence 

.Christianity, of religion. It is even more unconvinc- 
lng  than its predecessors.
. Dr. Carpenter himself, in dealing with the speculations 
111 comparative religion of an early student in that field, 
h.dwanl Herbert (1583-1643) naively knocks over his own 
conclusion. He says that Herbert’s theories had their

last echo in highlv theologic disguise in the writings 
°f Mr. Gladstone,”  who pleaded “  that there must have 
been a true religion in the world before an untrue one 
began to gather and incrust upon it.”  Of Gladstone’s 
" Homeric theology,”  and “  Olympian religion,”  his own 
°ld friend Lord Bryce said that it was “  condemned by 
D'e unanimous voice of scholars as fantastic.”  Dr. Car- 
Ijcnter himself says “ the student of to-day can hardly be­
lieve that this volume ”  (i.c., Gladstone’s) “  could be 
Published in the same year in which Darwin and Wallace 
formulated the new scientific principle of ‘ natural selec- 
tion ’ as the great agent in the formulation of species, 
"nd thus laid the foundation of the modern conception of 
evolution. (1858).”

If, as is admitted by Dr. Carpenter, “ the whole study 
°f the history of religion is now firmly established ”  on 
the basis of evolution, how can it be argued that “  re­
ligion will always embody man's highest thought”  and 
be “ the most effective agent for the slow elevation of the 
race?”  If it is inevitable in evolution that religious be­
liefs are successively and continually “  modified,”  and 
Wen conceivable that “ its specific institutions will lose 
Iheir power,”  on what grounds are we asked to 
allow that this process of attrition, abandonment, 
and evisceration will have some halt short of 
Its complete disappearance for ever? Come from 
this, perhaps, theoretical question, to a more 
Practical one. It is alleged that religion will survive for 
ever as “  the most effective agent for the slow elevation 
°f the race.”  If we take any standard work of modern 
social history; if we examine (to bring the matter to a 
Precise test) the ground covered by such a work as Mr. 
McCabe's 1825-1925: A Century of Stupendous Progress, 
can we resist his conclusion that “  the past century has 
been the century of science; and it has been a century 
°f moral, social, intellectual, and economic progress, to 
Which there is no approach in the history of the golden 
ages of earlier civilizations.”  It may be said that Mr. 
McCabe’s study refers only, or mainly, to this country. 
Evolution, or, rather the discovery and ratification of it, 
Was indeed among the greatest accomplishments, if not 
the greatest, of that period of our h istory; but religion 
as viewed in the light of it, as it is and must be, is 
shown, not as “ the most effective agent for elevation,”  
but, on the contrary, as the greatest hindrance the forces 
°f progress have had, and to a gravely considerable ex 
tent still have to battle with, even in this country.

It is this dual record, of the advance of science on the 
one hand, and of the decline of faitli on the other, that is 
the justification for, and must be the inspiration of, 
militant Freetliought. When a writer of the learning 
and candour of Dr. Carpenter finds it necessary to stop 
short of the full implications of his own principles, and 
of the obvious conclusions that must be drawn from his 
°Wn work, it is no time to wrap up the truth, as if the 
men and women of to-day were, in regard to science, 
like those disciples of Jesus to whom he was compelled 
to say, “  I have many things to say unto you, but ye

7§7

cannot bear them now.”  The poisonous pretence that 
scepticism is dangerous to morality and social order, a 
pretence fathered by many who have long since ceased 
to have any faith in religion, is the most dangerous ele­
ment that is actively engaged in Christian apologetics.

The efforts of organized piety to-day are directed not 
so much to the unthankful task of defending or propa­
gating its creed, but to spreading abroad that trashy 
fear which the Bishop of London tried to stimulate by 
recommending everyone to read a now forgotten novel by 
the late G uy Thorne, entitled When it was Dark. In 
that preposterous book Christianity was discovered to 
be a fraud, and a lurid picture of the populace, desti­
tute of morals and the prey of criminals, was hailed by 
the churches as a God send. It is a relief to believe, as 
we do, that such a book to-day would be treated with the 
contempt it would deserve by all responsible critics. When 
even Mr. James Douglas has had to admit that belief in 
God and the immortality of the soul “  is a dying be­
lief ” ; and when all the indications arc that “  the most 
effective agent for the elevation of the race ”  is its 
deliverance from the thrall of superstition, the time has 
come for pressing the partly involuntary and ever in­
creasing hosts of Freethinkers into the active sendee of 
the cause. Now, less than ever, can it be served by 
squeamish and dilettante patronage. An ounce of per­
sonal courage and service is worth a ton of non-contribu­
tory assent. A i.an Handsacre.

Correspondence.

To tite E ditor or tiib “  F reethinker.”

“ HONEST DOUBT.”
S ir ,—T am the last to “ belittle ” Tennyson or his 

theological position. He wrote for over half a century 
(1833-1890), and throughout was undoubtedly “ sincere.” 
My point—implicit in my comparison between Tennyson 
and .Swinburne—was that the former was a gunge and re­
flex of contemporary thought; but the latter was a 
pioneer of worlds beyond it. Tennyson (his archi­
tectural, botanical, and other technical passages are 
painstakingly and accurately wrought), was, in his 
theological work, concerned rather with current diag­
nosis than with ultimate destination. To recognize this 
is, as I am sure Mr. Stewart will see, in no way to 
demean cither his literary or his intellectual merits. It 
is only to define them.

A i.an Handsacre.

MISS BOOTH AN D  VO LTAIRE.
S i r ,— I have read with much interest, your reply in 

to-day’s Freethinker, to the Daily Herald, about Voltaire. 
But even now, I think, many readers, both Freethinkers 
and Christians, would like to know whether Miss Booth, 
at the Albert Hall, spoke the truth when she said that 
Voltaire tori' up the Scriptures in public, and that, 
finally, on his death-bed, he repented and exclaimed, 
“  Oh thou just and indulgent God.”

So 1 have looked up Voltaire in different reference 
books, including the Encyclopedia Britannica, and 
Chambers’ Biographical Dictionary, but I cannot find 
any mention about the Bible incident or the death-bed 
repentance. The Britannica says that at the last certain 
priests were called in, by his relatives no doubt, and 
he petulantly motioned them away. So this does not 
look much like a death-bed repentance after all. It is a 
pity Miss Booth, and others like her, docs not make sure 
of her statements before she utters them.

I feel sure readers would like to know about the infor­
mation I have given. M. R ogers.

[Of course 'Miss Booth was not ti lling the truth. It was 
just a commonplace religious lie.—E d.]

Praise undeserved is satire in disguise.— Pope. 
Stiff opinion, always in the wrong.— Drydcn.

Till- . FREETHINKER
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Society  N ew s.

R eports, Annual and otherwise, from Branches have 
been received at Headquarters. In each case the docu­
ment reveals quite a healthy condition of the Branch and 
its work. Bradford started the year with a balance on 
the wrong side, but finishes an expensive year with cash 
in hand. Mr. H. Dobby, 24 Kingswood Street, Great 
Horton, Bradford, is now the local Secretary.

The Liverpool Branch, N.S.S. continues to attract 
very good audiences. The secret of success there is, hard 
work, the team spirit, and an attractive syllabus of 
speakers and subjects.

The South London Branch is adding to its activity by 
forming a library in connexion with the Branch. There 
is already a good selection of books, and voluntary offer­
ings would be appreciated. The local .Secretary is Mr. 
J. Seabert, 18 Gairlocli Road, Camberwell, London, 
S.E.5. Press publicity in the way of Branch advertise­
ments and lecture reports is also being tried.

The Perth Branch is not yet one year old, but presents 
a very creditable report. Thirty-eight meetings, indoor 
and out, including two debates have been held. Litera­
ture sales have been good, new subscribers for the Free­
thinker fund, and over 1,000 back numbers of the Free­
thinker have been distributed. There is also a well-sup­
ported library connected with the Branch. There is a 
cash balance in hand, and no outstanding debts. Mr. 
J. A . Reid, 70 .South Methuen Street, Perth, would like 
to hear from all local saints not yet enrolled as members.

R. H. R osetti,
General Secretary.

O bituary.

Mr s. S usannah Dohson.
A n admirer of the late Charles Bradlaugh, G. W. Foote, 
and the present President of the N.S.S., Mrs. Susannah 
Dobson passed peacefully away on December 1, at the 
age of eighty-six years. The teachings gathered from 
our three great leaders she retained and treasured to the 
end. Just tired, she calmly waited for death, satisfied 
that her instructions for a Secular Burial would be loyally 
carried out by the surviving members of the family. 
The interment took place on Saturday, December 5, at 
Fulham and North Sheen Cemetery, where a Secular Ser­
vice was read by Mr. R. H. Rosetti.

W ii.i.iam C. S pooner.
T he remains of William C. Spooner were cremated at 
Goldcrs Green Crematorium on Monday, November 30. 
A regular reader of the Freethinker, and life-long sym­
pathiser with the movement, his sudden death came as a 
shock to the wide circle of friends of all opinions, who 
learned to respect his toleration, and other sterling 
qualities. Fifty-five years of age at death his family 
suffers a grievous loss. A t the Crematorium a tribute 
was paid to his frank, open, and clean life, by an old 
friend of the family. There was no religious ceremony.

R.H.R.

SUNDAY L E C TU R E  NOTICES, Etc.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

F ulham and CnncSEA Branch N.S.S. (corner of Sliorrolds 
Road, North End Road) : Saturday, November 14, at 7.30, 
Messrs. X*'. Day and C. Tuson.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S.—A meeting will be held at 
White Stone Poud, Hampstead, near the Tube Station every 
Sunday morning at 11.30 a.m. Speaker to-day Mr. L. Ebury.

W est L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12.0, Mr. 
B. A. I.e Maine; at 3.30 and 6.30, Messrs. Bryant, Hyatt, 
Tuson and Wood. Current Freethinkers can be obtained 
opposite the Park Gates, on the comer of Edgware Road, 
during and after the meetings.

INDOOR.
F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (London C0'0̂  

tive Society’s Plall, 249 Dawes Road, Fulham) : 7-3°>
C. Tuson—“  Deified Names.”

Hampstead E thical Institute (The Studio Theatre, 59 
Finchley Road, N.W.8, near Marlborough Road Station)
11.15, Mr. H. S. I,. Polak—‘‘ The Indian Round Table 
ference.”

South L ondon E thical Society (Oliver Goldsmith Set®0*1 
Peckham Road) : 7.0, Lord Snell, C.B.E.—“ Is the 
Empire Breaking Up?”

South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hall, Red "'°n 
Square, W.C.i) : 11.0, C. Dclisle Burns, M.A., D-L'1-
“  Public Service and Public Gain.”

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (New Morris Hall, 79 
ford Road, Clapham, S.W.4, Hall No. 5, near Clap"*' 
North Station, Underground) : 7.30, Mr. D. Capper—“ '■ 
Churches’ Attack on the Schools.”

T he Conway Discussion Circle (Conway Hall, Red 
Square, W.C.i) : Tuesday, December 15, at 7.0, Mr. S. ’ 
Ratcliffe— “ The Clash of Systems : Britain, Russia, and t K 
U.S.A.”

Study Circle (N.S.S. Office, 62 Farringdon Street, E-C-4' • 
Monday, December 14, at S.o, Mr. Ii. Preece will open a a11’ 
cussion on “ Will Civilization Decay?”

T he Non-Political Metropolitan Secular Society (C‘tv 
of London Hotel, 107 York Road, Camden Road, N.7> " 'e 
minutes from the Brecknock) : 7.30, Mr. A. D. McLaren' 
“  A Freethinker Looks at the World.”

Wembley and District Branch N.S.S. (Zealley’s Cafe, J0° 
High Road, Wembley) : 7.30, Mr. L. Ebury— “  Progress? 
Admission free ; questions and discussion invited.

West H am Branch N.S.S.-—Saturday evening, Decend’1' 
12, Social in the Metropolitan Music Academy, Earlha"1 
Grove, Forest Gate, E. Dancing, singing, games, etc., fr01"
7.0 till 11.0. All Freethinkers and their friends invite»- 
Admission free.

COUNTRY.
indoor.

Burnley (Phoenix Theatre, Market Street) : Sunday' 
December 13, Mr. Chapman Cohen (President N.S.S. a"1 
Editor of the Freethinker) will lecture at .2.45, 011 “ Do tin 
Dead Live?” At 7.13, on “ The Disease that Kills Re’ 
ligion.”  Admission free. Collection. The lectures a'1 
under the auspices of the East Lancashire Rational'* 
Association.

Burnley Branch N.S.S.—Womens Section, Labour Part'- 
Co-operative House, Rectory Road, Burnley, Thursd».' > 
December 17, at 7.30, Mr. J. Clayton—“  Women and he' 
ligion.”

Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. (Boilermakers’ Ha"’ 
Argyle Street, Birkenhead) : 7.0, Debate—“ Our History 111 
the Fortieth Century.”  S. C. Hills, T.C., and Frigye5 
Abel (Birkenhead).

G lasgow Branch N.S.S. (City Hall, Albion Street, No. 2
Room) : 6.30, Mr. T. I.ough—“ Xology.” Questions and d'*' 
cussion. Silver collection.

L iverpool (Merseyside Branch N.S.S. (Transport Build' 
ings, 41 Islington, Liverpool, entrance Christian Street), 
7.0, Mr. George Whitehead (London)—“ An Atheist’s Vic" 
of Morality.” Current Freethinkers and other literature 11,1 
sale.

L eicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberston«
Gate) ; 6.30, Mr. W. Kent (laandon)—“ The London Shake' 
speare Knew.”  Lantern illustrations.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Engineers’ Hall, 120 Rush' 
olme Road, Manchester) : 3.0, Mr. R. H. Rosetti (London)" 
“ Churches and the Next War.”  6.30, “ Anthropology, 
Christianity and Science.”

Plymouth Branch N.S.S. (Plymouth Chambers, Drake 
Circus, Hall No. 5) : 7,.o Iconoclast—“ Perpetual Motion.

Paisley Branch N.S.S. (Baker’s Hall, 5 I7orbes Place! : 
7.30, Mr. Chas. Dorran—“ Individual Effort and Social Pf0' 
gross.”

R ationalist P ress Association (Glasgow District), Gran" 
Hall, Central Halls, 23 Bath Street.—3.0, Dr. Norman Hair® 
— “ Sex and Society.”

F REETHINKER (47) just returned from Africa, seek* 
suitable work. Knowledge Office Work, languages (?) 

Experience as Shop Manager.—Replies Box I’.II., AFR>' 
kaner, “ Freethinker,”  6r, Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4 -
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LONDON FREETHINKERS’

3Ô3? ANNUAL DINNER
(Under the Auspices of the National Secular Society)

A T  T H E

MIDLAND GRAND HOTEL, N.W.
(V EN ETIA N  ROOM)

On Saturday, January 16th, 1932.

Chairman Mr. Chapman Cohen.

Reception at 6 .3 0  p.m. Dinner at 7  p.m. prompt.
E V E N I N G  D R E S S  O P T I O N A L

TICKETS EIGHT SHILLINGS.
Tickets may be obtained from either the office of the “ Freethinker,” 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4, 

or from the National Secular Society, 62 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
R. H. R O SE T T I, Secretary.

A C A D E M Y  CINEMA, Oxford Street
(Opposite Waring &  Gillows). Regent 4361,

Sunday, December 13, for One Week.
Conrad Veidt as 

THR MAN WHO LAUGHS,” 
and a Lotte Reiniger Silhouette Film.

Last days
“  THR WONDERFUL LIE ”  (U.F.A.) 

and Eisenstein’s Sound Symphony 
“ THE SILVER LINING.”
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SEX and RELIGION j
B Y  1

GEORGE W H ITEH EAD  |
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) 1

P rice  - 9d. Postage id.

UNWANTED CHILDREN J S H A K E SP  E A R E j
In  a C iv iliz e d  C o m m u n ity  th ere  should  be no 

U N W A N T E D  C h ildren .

I’ or an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con- j 
trol Requisites and Books, send a ltd. stamp to : j

I. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks
ESTABLISHED NEARLY FORTY YEARS.

I . . an d  o th er . . 1

LITERARY ESSAYS j
* HV l

! 
!

Christianity, Slavery 
and Labour

BY

C H A P M A N  C O H E N

THIRD EDITION.

P ap e r
Cloth

« an *

REVISED AND ENLARGED.

la . 6d. Postage 2d. 
2 a. 6d. Postage 3d.

1

G. W . FOO TE
With Preface by C iiafman C ohen 

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) |
Price 3s. 6d. 'g Postage 3d. J

Thr Pioneer Prkss, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. \

¡THE OTHER SIDIi] 
1 OF DEATH j

B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

|  Cloth Bound THREE SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE
Postage 2d. i

ji
Ì T111 P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Sheet, E.C.4, I
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i
A New Work for Christmas and the New Year, j

SELECTED HERESIES
A n Anthology from the Writings o f

C H A P M A N  C O H E N

This is a selection of pregnant passages and arguments 
from the various writings., articles and books dealing with 
questions in Ethics, Science, Religion and Sociology. The 
whole offers a view of life by one who never fails to speak 
out plainly, and seldom fails to make himself understood.

A SUITABLE PRESENT FOR EITHER A FREETHINKER OR CHRISTIAN FRIEND ;

C lo th  G i l t 3 s . 6 d . Postage 3d. extra.

•-----------------------------. . .  ----------------------— «#

Another Book for Christinas and the New Y ear j

opinions !
) Random Reflections /

: : : A N D  : : :

: Wayside Sayings :

s

With New Portrait of the Author

Mr. Cohen has published a hook of a kind rare in the 
English language. It consists entirely of epigrams 
and apophthegms, many of which are limited to one 
sentence, while hardly any exceed half a page . . . We 
congratulate Mr. Cohen on having enriched English 
literature with this excellent little book, which packs 

a world of wisdom into 143 well printed pages.
"  The New Generation."

Cloth. G ilt - - 3s. 6d.
Or in  C a lf - - 5s. Od.

Postage 3d. extra

The Pioneer Press, 61 Parringdon Street, E.C.4.
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FOOTSTEPS of the PAST I*
—  B y  —  (

J. M . W h e e l e r  j
With a Biographical Note by VICTOR B. NEUBURG /

#
J o s e ph  Mazzini  W h e e l e r  was not merely a popular- | 
lzer of scientific studies of religion, he was a real •. 
pioneer in the field of anthropology. His present r 
work is rich in ascertained facts, but richer still in j 
suggestions as to future lines of research. It is a book I 
that should be in the hands of all speakers and of j 

students of the natural history of religion.

Price 3s. 6d. 228 pages. By post 3s 9d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

BRAIN and MIND j
BY

* i 
I 
i

I Dr. A R TH U R  LYN CH .
I -------------------------------------------------

\ This is an introduction to a scientific psych- 
1 ology along lines on which Dr. Lynch is 
. entitled to speak as an authority. It is a 

pamphlet which all should read.

i.

P ric e  - 6d.

i 
!

By post - 7d. I
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