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6S Lying.
is y' IstENt liar is scarce; an artistic one is rare.

Nfcr ! at a11 difficult to tell a lie, everyone does it
Nip ¡f°r âter and more or less.
(I, Ir —

The difficulty is to

•o
e*?ree ap> above all to tell lies that have just that 

in̂ ]0 acquaintance with probable truth as to fail
v r tu d«ubt. 
str?: t3cer(

These things mean more than a 
c’se in inventiveness, they involve a terrible

When one
<tiH

N S 0"? ’ s memory and imagination.
%plje’ar whose lies are well told, carefully rounded, 
W 1 with wliat Pooh-Bah called corroborative 
% W]Ca]culated to give an air of verisimilitude to 
■ til „ 0 e> we have one whom we can regard

admiration— much as
can 
we admire 
mimic the

% iy- certain
X ati'a* of nature when animals ____  .—
%iis t0U °^hers for attack or defence, or a lizard 

’IPs ° a dead branch of a tree in order to devour 
From this company of liars

are
S u ^ t'ectin g  insect. _ . .

(\[ admiration I exclude children. They
ll.ally liars, but merely romancers with an un

t]lfej 1 ’ '»trained imagination, living in a fairyland 
S o tl r °Wu creation. I also exclude the average 
St 0j die average politician and ninety-nine per 
S tr, Newspaper writers. All these liave their lies 

 ̂ tl, ( them; they are merely echoes. They all
V -  sa ■
\ ] . at’on

Sat- Same tales year after year, generation after
with a mere variation in time and place 

|.-m y0( — Go back, say, a hundred and fifty years, 
S-ir  ̂ Will find parsons telling the same lies about 
,S  pP°nents, and about their own position thatary 
C  or 
Hi

v 0_ telling to-day. Unbelievers were always 
X lrle8s Pa<-1 men, the glorious gospel was coni- 

r(.V'' die admiration of all good men and women, 
,Sus '|’al of religion was just at hand. With poli­
c y  le attacks of one party on another were pre- 
,H ’at they are to-day, and the claims of each 
S it  :ilat they are to-day. Select a series of news- 

, 'deles on the Royal Family of a hundred years

ago and we learn that-the qualities and grace of our 
rulers were then just what they are now. If there 
was a war on, our own soldiers were all gallant gentle­
men, and the soldiers of those against us brutes, 
savages inspired by nothing but lust and greed. Re­
formers met with the same kind of treatment then as 
now, and the knights of the pen were almost as much 
in the market as to-day when a paper advertises that 
it has bought a writer from a rival concern as a foot­
ball team buys a player. Each of these classes have 
their lies already prepared for them. All they need 
exercise care in is to see that the dates, the names, 
and, perhaps, the terminology is brought up to date. 
These are the mere followers of the small, but select 
body of imaginative geniuses who really deserve to 
be called liars, and how small this body is those only 
who have devoted time and labour to the subject are 
aware;

So it happens that, thanks to the inartistic quality 
of the would-be liar, the old saying that “  Truth will 
out ”  is being constantly exemplified. Perhaps this 
may be because even while we hide facts, the facts re­
main. They are there demanding attention, and 
when the liars are off their guard, they receive recog­
nition. Sooner or later the man who has been loudly 
declaring that two and two make five is off his 
guard enough to admit that they may equal four. A  
goat butting a brick wall wearies and presently ad­
mits the immovability of the wall. Truth may not 
be all-powerful, but it is very insistent.

* * *

The Lie of Religion.

There are indications that one of the oldest and 
most honoured of lies in connexion with religion is 
wearing very thin. For generations parsons by the 
thousand have been protesting that religion is an in- 
dispcnsible and indestructible element in human 
nature. Hundreds of writers with an over-developed 
sense of the value of catering for the credulous, have 
repeated it. Well, indestructible, religion certainly is 
not, since there are millions in all parts of the world 
who actually get along without it. And now we have 
no less a person than the Archbishop of Canterbury 
pointing out that in Russia the fact of a whole genera­
tion being brought up without religion places Christ­
ianity with its back to the wall, fighting for its life. 
Within measure that is really the position all over the 
civilized world. And it is the more remarkable be­
cause of the powerful inducements offered people to 
at least pretend to be x'eligious. The avenues of pro­
motion are still easier to tread for those who profess re­
ligion, even when they are not closed to those who 
disown it. There are few inducements to break with 
religion, there are many to retain friendly relations. So 
that to have reached a position when it is admitted 
that religion really is losing its hold on the people, 
may be taken as a remarkable illustration of the truth
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that the logic of facts will here and there conquer, in 
spite of its many circumstances that make for its 
defeat.

What Max Nordau called the lie of religion is wear­
ing thin. So far as Christianity is concerned, that in 
its genuine form has become too greatly exposed for 
men and women of intelligence to entertain. Its 
doctrinal scheme, its “  plan of salvation,”  its whole 
theory of man and the world has become simply 
ridiculous in the light of modern knowledge and 
modern needs. Its doctrines do not belong to our 
world at all. Nor is it the layman only who knows 
the historic Christian doctrines to be false, a large 
number of the clergy know it also. It is true they 
introduce in place of the historic lie what one may 
call a subsidiary one. The doctrines are not to be 
taken for what they said, but for the symbols they in­
dicate. And, of course, by that plan you may con­
vert anything into “  spiritual truth,”  from the Virgin 
Birth to Old Mother Hubbard. Given an established 
Church, with wealth and a large body of preachers, 
and the latter might as easily have become the core of 
a religion and would have given the same scope for 
symbolical interpretations as does Christianity.

* * *

The Danger of Discovery.
With religion as with an ordinary lie there is only 

one thing that is fatal to it— being found out. Lord 
Palmerstone is said to have advised his Cabinet that 
it did not matter what kind of a lie they told so long 
as they all told the same lie. Unfortunately— for re­
ligion— Godites have not always told the same lie. 
One has contradicted the other, and while it was quite 
certain they could not all be right, there was always 
the possibility that they might all be wrong. No 
reasonable person can believe a virgin birth to be true 
in Judea and false in India or ancient Egypt. It be­
comes a case of take the lot or reject the lot, and what 
can a reasonable person do but reject the lot ? Of 
course, if those who believed in one tale never came 
across the other all might go well, but when they 
came across the other, and still another “ other,”  what 
conclusion can the average man or woman draw? So 
it came about that Christianity was found out, and 
people began to treat its theory of things with com­
plete contempt. It became a theory not even worth 
seriously discussing. How could it be otherwise? The 
Copernican theory shattered the Christian claims in 
the world of astronomy. The physics of Galileo and 
Newton killed its pretensions in another direction. 
Lyell and Darwin dealt it staggering blows in another. 
The heavens no longer declare the glory of God, the 
earth no longer illustrates his manipulative skill.
“  God ” has become a discarded hypothesis, an atro­
phied organ of the body social. Gods are useless in a 
world where human intelligence has reached 
maturity,

* * *

A Hopeless Fight.
The world is outgrowing religion. I emphasize the 

fact because it is that which makes the future of re­
ligion so hopeless. In the great majority of cases 
people do not reject religion as a consequence of an 
elaborate process of reasoning. In the main, they 
outgrow it. That is why the religious lie, tough as 
it is, persistent as it is, general as it is, yet tends to 
wear thin to the point of disappearance. It ceases to 
bear even a semblance to the truth. The wicked 
Atheist, rejecting religion because he wished to lead 
a life of wickedness has gone owing to the multiplica­
tion of Atheists who turned out to be quite ordinary 
people. Statistics on the one side and the growth of 
science on the other has killed the lie of the God who '

to
interfered with the order of nature in °R'er , injglit 
fit his friends or to punish his enemies. 0" l e(] by 
run through the list of the various forms \\e is 
the religious lie during the ages. The rehg10̂  ¡j j$
not yet so poor that none will do it reverence
losing its force, and its upholders seem 
thinking of any new form that will serve 
fresh lease of life

incap3ibk oí

to g"’1 it3

liar,
Mind I am not complaining at the religi0113 ŷed 

such. My chief complaint is that he has no 
with the times. He is telling the same heS 0 a 
his forerunners were telling generations a&°' .ur9l 
sense, as I have said, lying is part of tlie c tb 
order, and for those who believe in deity Pa jje of 
“ garment of God.” The earth presents 1 of 
flatness, the stars of nearness, an epileptic sy  t0 yj 
an indwelling demon, most things are presen 
as what they are not, and only after long s ^  tpt 
and much suffering do we discover the truth- ^  P 
in the end even nature gets found out and Z  a sinnjf 
tell the truth. Parsons cannot hope to evad * ,, lV1tli 
fate. They cannot hope for ever to “  get a"'a> ^  ¡ir 
the old lies, and it is pretty evident they have  ̂ ^  
genuity enough to invent new ones. Why 1 
the bull by the horns and tell the truth? 
the suggestion to them for what it is worth.

The G entle Art of 
Enem ies.

i r lies-
The vain crowds wandering blindly, ltd uS-

People swallow falsehood as a cat laps ĝll

he was a Bayard rather than a boxer. 
This playful apostle of “  sweetness

j r . r *
that >S|

“ broad ideas are hated by partial ideas, 
fact, the struggle of progress.” — Victor IhlS0'

Matthew A rnold, in one of those delighted ^ ;l)1il 
in which he endeavoured to infuse “  su'ee|1' 
light ”  into his hard-headed and commercially 
countrymen, criticized the aggressive rnanne1 1

He called it the mau’iej  ?e#
“  aims rather at an effect upon the blood alU_ j,jil 
than upon the spirit and intellect, and l°.v<helf,  ̂
hitting rather than persuading.”  Arnold 
it remembered, could hit very hard, but 'iejti,i)>l£J 
wore the velvet glove over the steel gauntlet, & tl':'
it was difficult to persuade his many adverS*1 |(

*4 ¡01
never seemed to tire of the pleasant pastime j ji> 
baiting, and be kept the bench of Fathers-im y  0̂  
flutter of indignation for years. His crou’O1 p, 
at Orthodoxy, however, was his comparis01 pp. ! 
Christian Trinity to “  three Lord Slm t̂eS .¡¡yi1- | 
This caused such a sensation that Arnold & $
apologised by saying that he had no wish ^  Ijj 
pain to a distinguished philanthropist.”  \
apology was worse than the original offeoce’ jer- 
must be accorded the honours of the eiico’ .y 

Observe there was no malice. Like 1 !  ̂ t  
directed against the famous jackdaw of R}T ;|1’ 
body was a penny the worse for it. KeliFu 
mosity, on the other hand, has always bee*1 aliJ , j 
sible for much that was really brutal in speeC pi j 
action. Roman Catholics burned Protests13 T 
Protestants killed Catholics. Both Cath° T j

" .il'1
» OProtestants murdered Freethinkers and heoj1 ^  

austere Milton left the peak of Parnassus a"1 
language of Billingsgate when he attacked P1'1, -. 
The light-hearted Sydney Smith could no l̂0 
civilly of the early Methodists than Mr. Hilm^ujll^
or the editor of the Morning Post, of Jews*
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Meak-minded or wicked is a postulate of Christian 
Ce lecturers and other defenders of the Faith

P 1st
of tl ! •Was more than usually brutal in his treatment 
be !n°^ens'v’e Quakers. That a Freethinker must

Saicl "•'■ luiua uiiu UU1C1 uciciiucia ui me x-anu
Con ° delivered to the saints. The late Arthur 
rjletan. D°yle denounced Materialists with unsavoury 
a.,,! °nc’ a form of speech he never used before he 

Q^ced the Spook Evangel. 
u,a doctor Sam Johnson was not a bad-hearted 
jSll ’ ut goldsmith was right when he said : “  There 
fire 1 argu*n® with Johnson, for when his pistol misses 
son 16 knocks you down with the butt-end.”  John- 
call Vt fS. at ^is worst concerning Freethinkers. He 
ti1(, S, °hngbroke “  a scoundrel and a coward.”  Yet 
Pillo °Ct0y l̂at  ̂ never rea(f the author he so savagely 
he rnes‘ " f  have never read Bolingbroke’s impiety,”  
Job 6rnar̂ s with an unexpected lack of humour. To 
dietS<̂ 1’ Tree thinkers are vermin, which his windy 
Yo]t°ric would fain exterminate. Hume, Gibbon, and 
ley _ailc are all scoundrels to him. Men like Priest- 
dla and Erice were an abomination. Boswell tells us 
son Ŵ 'en fi-*1'. Price came into a company where Jolin- 
bm naS’ ^le fatter instantly walked out of the room. 
„ wonder that old Sam said that Rousseau was 
1, e °f the worst of men, a rascal who ought to be 

'^ e<J out of society.”
Chr.el> y ’s known Atheism incurred the hatred of 
ven̂ stlans> and no enmity is more relentless or more 
bill The abuse which was supposed to have
Cr)tn ^°'ln Keats was the quintessence of politeness
si. kared with the assault and battery made upon 
aeUey. - - - - ~
in

" s of his untimely death reached England : —

1,1 un Here, for example, was what the Gentle- 
Magazine had to say of the poet when the

Eut
bercy Bysshe Shelley is a fitter subject for a peni- 
atiary dying speech than a landing elegy; for the 

InUse of the rope rather than of the cypress.
£fĉ *at was wdiat a periodical edited by a Christian 
p iem an  for Christian gentlemen had to say of the 

 ̂ 'Ug Freethinker who had devoted his short life of 
la ^ ^ ’Hine years to the service of Humanity. Not 
j K before another representative of the “  Religion of 
Pj e>” we recall, met Shelley in the post office at 
L.Sa' called him “  a damned Atheist,”  and knocked 
^ d o w n .
(m bis malevolence still survives. Mr. Gilbert K. 
crifStert°n, one °f fhe most prominent of present-day 
v,̂  *Cs. has used his strength tvrannously in the ser- 
jj e °f the most reactionary of the Christian Churches.

Elf has nothing but jibes and insults for the great “ in-

h
®cttials.”  Chesterton dubs Thomas Hardy a 

In writing of Swinburne’s Songs 
nrise, he tries to belittle those superb lyrics

Vlllage Atheist.’ 
e Sunrise, he

saying that they were songs before a sunrise that 
*eVc
bye/ore

ni er arrived. Emily Bronte, one of the most re­
e n a b le  women of the nineteenth century, is des- 

as .< unsociable as a storm at midnight.”  
a iC.?di»g to Chesterton, the great Victorians were 
{ ' lame giants.”  And this is the critic who pro­
C| es to convict science of irrationality, and who 
'■  ?.||eiiges the dogmatism of the Agnostics, and finds 
. jberty *> inside the barred cells of Romish monas-‘fcriac ,

0 and nunneries.

th,
As editor of the Freethinker, G. W. Foote was

do tarfffet of abuse. His waste-paper basket was sel- 
l, jw ith o u t  an insulting letter or postcard sent to 
;,jj1 ’tv orthodox people. “  I have been accused of 

fhe crimes in the calendar, except murder,”  he
n°e remarked. “  That solitary exception is due to 

difficulty of finding a corpse.”  Annie Besant and 
^^rles Bradlaugh were subjected to similar treat- 
tp!'11. and even her sex never prevented lime being 
vii‘ !nvn at her, or other manifestations of physical 
‘ ’’wiice at the hands of Christian fanatics.

'  Remarked.

In the Great Republic of the West, Christian preju­
dice barred Robert Ingersoll from important positions 
in the political world. A  man of his consummate 
ability might easily have attained the proud position 
of President of the United States. Fortunately for us, 
Ingersoll esteemed duty more highly than dollars.

All this abuse is not solely owing to bad manners. 
These broad-minded men and women were abused and 
described as bad and vicious persons with a definite 
purpose. Christians deliberately cast dust in the 
eyes of the unthinking public, and hoped to incapaci­
tate them from seeing the strength of the Freethought 
position. They sought to discredit the cause, and en­
courage the idea that intellectual liberty is inseperably 
associated with the wildest licence and lawlessness.

Mimnbrmus.

Verbal Humbugs.

To those who make a study of the functions of 
language there is something rather comic about the 
halo of sanctity which certain words in our language 
have managed to acquire. “  Altruism ” is one of 
them; “  patriotism ”  is another; “  charity ”  is a third. 
It seems as though no one were able to utter them 
without metaphorically taking his hat oil or doing 
obeisance. A 113' paragraph in which they appear is 
almost certain to have some sort of moral lesson or 
solemn appeal tacked on to it somewhere. While 
anyone who might presume to treat of them light- 
heartedly is sure to be suspected, sooner or later, of 
Bolshevism, Nihilism or even some worse Ism— if 
there happened to be one handy.

But though T am a great respecter of words, as 
cogs in a machine which needs careful handling, I 
cannot bring myself to regard them as having “ souls” 
or “  personalities ”  or “  characters ”  worthy of wor­
ship. So, despite the fearful odium which I may in­
cur from the faithful— the faithful congregation of 
verbolaters— I purpose to show that, regarded in any 
other light than a symbol of reference, at least one of 
the holy trinity mentioned above is nothing more nor 
less than a sanctimonious humbug. And the greatest 
of these is “  charity.”

“  Charity,”  according to the Bible, “  suffered! 
long and is kind ” ; and in view of subsequent develop­
ments there is little to be surprised at in this remark. 
But since there appears to be some doubt as to whether 
“  charity ”  in the Bible is the same as what we mean 
by the word nowadays, I must perforce ignore that 
medley of “  inspired ”  ambiguity and seek for a defi­
nition of the term in some other less vague source of 
information. Also since 1 wish to confine myself to 
the meanings in which it is most commonly used and 
understood, I shall ignore all metaphorical uses of the 
word. (For example, where “  charity ”  means 
“  kindliness ”  or “  broad-mindedness.” ) In the 
literal modern sense, then, and according to most 
dictionaries “  charit>’ ”  means either “  gifts bestowed 
gratuitously on the poor or the needy,” or “ institu­
tions mainly dependent upon such gifts.”

On the face of it there does not appear to be any­
thing ver}’’ obnoxious about the word. And, as a 
linguistic symbol, this is, of course, true. But the 
question which needs to be explained is, why has it 
attained to that peculiar sanctity of application which 
renders it so sweet to the ears of a large section of the 
public? How is it, too, that donors to charity are 
always admired by their fellow-men, and that so many 
of them are rewarded in return by having honours 
gratuitously bestowed upon them ? And lastR’ , how 
is it that the poor and needy are not similarly 
honoured for providing suitable opportunities which,
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but for their poverty and need, would never present 
themselves to their richer brethren ?

If charity were, of itself, the beautiful thing which 
we are led to believe, then the halo it has acquired 
should shine with equal lustre upon all who are 
necessary to its existence as a word or deed. But it 
doesn’t. It distributes its light with a brilliance 
which increases in proportion to the increase of 
wealth, and leaves the very causes of its existence in 
a murky gloom.

Let us get down to facts. Who can afford to be 
charitable— literally, not metaphorically— except those 
who can afford to be ? And what is there in that sit­
uation to make “ charity”  beautiful? One might 
with equal logic admire “  extravagance,”  because 
only those can be extravagant who can afford to be 
so. Again, who can give gratuitously to anyone, 
poor or otherwise, but those who have more than they 
need, or those who know that they will receive an 
equivalent in return? And what is there in that to 
make “  charity ”  beautiful? The person who gives 
to charity and imagines that he is doing something 
worthy of merit either hoaxes himself or is a fool—  
or both. For it is only the thriftless fool who gives 
away what he really needs; and it is only the self­
deceiver who gives away what he does not really need, 
while enjoying the pleasure of having given what he 
hoaxes himself he cannot do without.

I have used the term “  self-deceiver ” ; but that is 
not strictly applicable to all non-thriftless donors to 
charity. We may grant that some, who flatter them­
selves that they have given of their superfluity “  till 
it hurts,”  do actually rest content with both eyes 
glued in admiration upon their own beneficence, and 
with both ears stuffed with the cotton-wool platitude 
of “ Virtue is its own reward.”  Yet there remain others 
who let one eye rove hopefully upon the prospects of 
outside favours in return for their deed, and who keep 
one ear open to catch the sweet sound of some wholly 
undeserved “  Well done, thou good and faithful ser­
vant.”  And what is there in either of these attitudes 
that does not stamp “  Charity ”  as a humbug?

It may be argued that no one knows exactly what 
he really stands in need of and what is mere super­
fluity. And on this account it may be held that it is 
better to preach “  charity ”  than “  selfishness.”  But 
this is mere playing with words and~avoidauce of facts. 
For, in the first place, the correct antithesis to charity 
is not selfishness, but thrift. (The popular antithesis 
to thrift, namely, extravagance, is entirely false. For 
since extravagance means the lavish expenditure of 
money upon unnecessary things, its precise opposite 
must be parsimony— not thrift.) Secondly, in the 
realm of fact it is absurd to maintain that no one can 
know what he really needs or does not need. For if 
this were true, then no Government would be able to 
specify a minimum taxable income; and it would also 
be impossible for any man to estimate what he could 
safely spend or give away without becoming bank­
rupt.

Even if one admits that, owing to fluctuations in 
prices or to the incidence of unforseen expenses, no 
man can say exactly to a farthing how much he needs 
for the present and the near future, this does not in 
any way make a virtue of such charity as he may 
choose to indulge in. For whether he be accurate or 
inaccurate in his budget estimates, the fact remains 
that whoever parts with what he thinks he cannot 
afford to give away is thriftless and therefore to be 
condemned; while he who gives of what he considers 
to be his superfluity is, as far as he knows, depriving 
himself of nothing. The man who donates to charity 
not knowing whether he can or cannot afford to do so 
is no better than a gambler.

I am well aware that to remove the halo from
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charity’s head must prove a sore blow to the 
of moderate means who have been accustowe 
“  effect economies ”  in their expenditure for t  
of some pet charity. But it is high time that we a j 
and especially Freethinkers— should rid ourselves  ̂
that false self-esteem which comes so easily to 11 
of us by inheritance from our religious forbears, 
blind acceptance of their illogical verbolatry. We . 
not here to encourage self-esteem or mutual ad  ̂
tion, but to promote logical thought and action sl 
that the conditions of each and all may become he  ̂
and happier in the present. And false values 
never assist us in the attainment of that end.

If we give of our superfluity, let us do so with a
£0»

thrift, s«£
sense of the fact that we have more than we nee ^  
else let us be wise in our living and in our thrift, ^
that we do not add to the fearful burden of P0'^., 
which already exists in the world. But in 9̂  ‘ e. 
let us not pat ourselves on the back, nor eX1>̂ v0ur
turn or praise from others, when circumstances ■

co'11;11s with the opportunity to indulge in what is 0f 
monly known as “ charity.”  For the ba ° e ( 
sanctity which surrounds this word is, as I 
have shown, nothing more than a relic of the * 
values which arise from that pernicious and re'1# 
habit of verbolatry, or the worship of verbal 1 
bugs.

C. S. FkAS '̂

“ The B ible and the Public 
Schools.”

w 1
Address delivered bcjorc the Rotary Club of hie"*' j 

August 6, 1931, Hotel Commodore, 42nd Street 1 
Lexington Avenue, New York City•

(Concluded jrom page 588.)
10

A child must be taught the morality we wish ,̂¿¡0
follow. In facing the facts of life there is no : jte. 
wand by which we can accomplish what we c e ejjt 
We must work and labour for what we want-  ̂
must be trained to perform our labours. And 1 
slow and painful process. Anyone who has ta lt 
children knows how difficult it is. And if any0*.' to 
gentlemen present do not know how difficult l{ ^  
teach, just remember the task you had the firS<:̂  of 
you tried to teach your friend how to play £° ’ 
your wife how to drive a car. _ {¡if

No, my friends, the teaching of morality 
more difficult task than most people realize. ¡̂¡g, 

Give us knowledge, and a sense of understab ^  
and a high order of morality cannot help but ^  

Not very long ago this city was stirred by ^  t̂r 
ploits of a young desperado. I am referring to , s(jll 
gun Crowley.”  The memory of his capture F 
too vivid in our imagination to need repeating  ̂ t],e 
He boldly confessed the murder of an o ff ic e r * ^  
law. I want to cite his case to show you the

tWence between religion and morality.
If you tell me that what he was taught is not p 

ligion that you. would teach, then I must ask
1 . • . 4  4 4 . . . _ . . V* . »determine the religion that is to be taught, an0 j  i'te 

I- raise that question there comes to my ^  
whole history of religious antagonism and tjir
their massacres and butcheries that have staUie 
earth with innocent blood for the past 2,000 ye? F 

After Crowley’s capture and his incarcerab ^ : 
was approached by the District Attorney. cof' 

Of course I killed that cop. I don’t likjr JF' 
No, I don’t want any lawyer. Get it over win1' ^  
pent? Hell, no! My conscience was never 5,0 
in my life. What I want is a square meal- 1 f 

The kind-hearted District Attorney sug£c3
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£ *  beefsteak. No, sir : no meat for me,”  said ! 

Don’t you know this is Friday ?”
^ did his religion teach him ? That it w;as a

: young killer.
ĥa-

heater ci, -
nian 11 to ea*- meat on Friday than to murder a

frjghjf'! Peacox was apprehended after the
pr0Ud U nuirc'er of his wife lie was found to be the 
knrlo,!:>0sses-or of a medal for six years of perfect at 

A u ^  at Sunday school, 
for S0] recent,y a man of the Jewish faith was arrested 
tyRile . e ^fraction of the law. He refused to eat 
g°i,lg Jail, any but kosher food ! He was not 
hhox,ai° la îe any chances to arouse the wrath 

I'l
that a 6 3le kat three of the hundreds of instances 
tHora]i,e aaPPening daily to prove that religion and

Ani"  ̂ aie ^le same-
ag0 |  ̂ I'ave in my hand a letter received some time 
I’ris’0lirom Air. Lewis E. Lawes, Warden of Sing Sing 
l̂ie rel" • ^ *s *n answer to a letter of mine asking for 

the ,, li’l0Us beliefs of the inmates electrocuted during 
> st ten years.

of

And
1Ile this is a very significant letter.

fvts'u Uldess we are ready and willing to face the 
p(Jrt " e would not be fair to ourselves nor to the irn- 

w Slfi>ject under discussion.
' Dawes’ figures for those executed in Sing Sing

(
Pagans,

£0 ten
W "-'1 years are as follows: Catholics, 6.1% ; Pro- 
: l‘ 'lts> 26.6%; Hebrews, 6.1% ~li. 0 0/ . 2 /o, Irre
,“0s' °-3%.

Crinie"^a*: Air. Tuttle tells you about religion and 
r - ^ ii^ e  true, the reverse of these figures would 
t‘riSo ' Aiot only are these figures true of Sing Sing 
C°htit •’ tdey are substantially the same in every 

ThlJ’ al»lost without except
c°riililion proves that the more intense the re- 

tyo»'., lnsLruclion, the less is the sense of moral re- 
n Sl°Uitvtt r £ my! r
ia n SSOr Westermarek, in his monumental work,

tiiqt if ?^!n and Development of Moral Ideas, says 
'¡Sin,, , as beenIgi0(i •*“» oeen ”  noticed that a high degree of re 
h„t;  ^votion is frequently accompanied by a great 
'tin, . 1 morals.”  Of the Bedouins, he found that

°r two exceptions, “  the practice of religion 
taken as a sure index of low morality in a

hid
"“ «■  lw

ii
><3re,s

their

' Q quoting an authority of the Mohammedan 
records that “  those Moslems who attended

prayers most regularly were the greatest
A

firirl ̂  tW° hundred Italian murderers, Ferri did 
m °ne that was irreligious; and Naples, which 

>5aipst 'V°rst r°cord of any European city for crimes 
•1,rop the person, is also the most religious city in

„ 0n ti
its„ le °ther hand, according to Havelock Ellis, 

: e,lls extremely rare to find intelligent irreligious

. . . .the historian, who was anything but a 
!!^re ’ °hserved that there was no country in Europe 
h’ion lere was so much morality and so little re- 
80 hi Switzerland.

c ^ 'W  'ei1 ^ r ' buttle  tells you that religion is the 
t ¡Stic li°  ̂ Clanie> he makes that statement either 
' i'U y’ heliberately and maliciously, knowing it 
t; ^  . ’e> °r he makes it through ignorance. 

utî  tornier, it disqualifies him as an honest repre- 
^akj C’ aild if the latter, it precludes him from 

^ 0 authority upon this important subject. 
is ’• *” r- Tuttle think for a moment that if religion,he w
D"l(l | ants if taught, could cure crime, 

'e opposed to it?
that we

1 th'his. e c°ntrary, we would welcome it with open

I What Mr. Tuttle and the Interfaith Committee pro­
pose has been tried and failed. That is why we are 
so much opposed to it. His method has been dis­
credited. We want a better and more efficacious 
method.

But I do not think that Mr. Tuttle or the Interfaith 
Committee are seriously interested in the question of 
crime. It is religion that they are so much con­
cerned about.

Another question that is sometimes raised while dis­
cussing the Bible in the schools, is that we do not ob­
ject to the reading of Shakespeare.

Why should we?
Is Shakespeare imposed upon the children by law 

as of divine revelation? Is Shakespeare read in the 
schools without note or comment ?

O11 the contrary, Shakespeare is read and discussed 
and studied for the good that can be gotten from him, 
for the knowledge that can be gained from the study 
of the greatest literary mind that ever lived upon this 
earth. And when the Bible is put into our educa­
tional institution to be studied as Shakespeare is now 
studied, no one will be better pleased than we are. 
Because we advocate the study of the Bible. We 
advocate that it be studied with the same searching 
inquiry as any other book.

We do not for one moment want to convey the im­
pression that our efforts to take the Bible out of the 
public schools is an attempt to interfere with the 
rights that parents possess to instruct their children 
in religion if they so desire.

If parents wish to instruct their children in a re­
ligious doctrine there is plenty of time outside of the 
school hours and on Saturdays arid Sundays for this 
purpose. To ask the public schools to do the work 
that properly belongs upon the shoulders of the 
parents and the churches is not only an unjust impo­
sition, but reveals a shameful shirking of their duty.

And it is a peculiar situation that those who are 
trying to uphold the law and the Constitution are put 
on the defensive by being called “  intolerant ”  and 
“  fanatical,”  while the churches and their paid repre­
sentatives who are deliberately making every effort to 
violate the law to attain their ends, are put in the 
light of the injured party.

The attitude of the churches in trying to break into 
the public schools and break down the safeguards 
which were so wisely provided in the Constitution 
reminds me of a man who, after robbing a store, runs 
down the street shouting “  stop, thief,”  for the pur­
pose of distracting the attention of the people for his 
crime.

How can the churches plead respect for law, when 
they arc doing their utmost to violate it for their own 
selfish purposes. They are merely trying to bootleg 
religion into the public schools, and bootlegging is ob­
noxious even if done by a churchman.

There is an old principle of justice, that if you come 
into a court of equity you must come with clean 
hands.

The injection of religion in the public schools 
breeds prejudice and hatred among the pupils. It in­
tensifies their religious convictions, and discord and 
dissention must inevitably follow.

The fight to take the Bible out of the public school 
and stop the singing of hymns is a movement that has 
been going on for decades. It is an endeavour to keep 
both our public institutions free of religious influ­
ences, as well as to keep up with the march of intel­
lectual progress.

The Bible cannot legally be read or taught in the 
vState of Ohio. It cannot legally be read or taught in 
the State of Wisconsin, California, Illinois, Kentucky, 
Kansas or Washington.

And the last »State to my knowledge where a

i
k
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decision lias been secured on this question comes from 
the far Western State of South Dakota. It was 
rendered by the highest court of that State in June, 
1929.

A fter reviewing fully the question, the court said : —  
A review of the history and a comparison of our 

institutions with those of other nations where re­
ligion is under State control, reveals the wisdom of 
our policy. It will not do, by an ill-advised decision, 
to impair the liberty of conscience so carefully safe­
guarded in this country.

The charge is made that without the reading of the 
Bible our public schools are Godless.

The same court had this to say in answer to that : —  
Another promise to be firmly fixed is that the 

reading of the Bible, or the offering of prayer, or 
both, in opening the exercises, is devotional, and 
not a part of the secular work of the school. One 
serious complaint made by religious people is that by 
excluding such exercises we thereby make our schools 
Godless. Such complaints argue that the converse 
would be true if such exercises were allowed, indicat­
ing that such exercises are considered devotional.

I do not think that the members of the highest 
court of the State of South Dakota are Communists or 
Bolsheviks, but I want to take the opportunity of 
congratulating them on their sound Americanism.

Secularism, gentlemen— the separation of Church 
and State— is the magic principle that has made this 
country the most outstanding success among the 
Governments of the world.

When the time comes when such a system of govern­
ment no longer exists in this country, the time will 
come when religious freedom will cease.

The reading of the Bible and the injection of re­
ligion into the public schools is the entering wedge 
that will eventually destroy this principle.

And the old adage is still true that “  a little leak 
will sink a big ship ” . . .

Would Mr. Tuttle and the miguided members of 
the Interfaith Committee have us surrender this prin­
ciple? Can an intelligent person, looking back upon 
the history of these Governments which sanctioned 
religion in their public institutions, and reviewing the 
fearful destruction wrought by a connexion of Church 
arid State, want to see such a blight fall upon this 
Republic ?

The public schools of this State provide for the 
secular education of our children; the teaching of 
these fundamentals which we all agree upon as the 
basis of truth and knowledge. They must be kept 
free from sectarian influences, influences which are 
diametrically opposite to all the principles of educa­
tion and learning.

I have the utmost confidence in the efficacy of our 
public school system. Its work has been most com­
mendable; its future of great potentiality. I hold 
that the public schools are the most fundamental and 
most important institution in America. It is indeed 
the “  melting-pot,”  and we do not intend to sit idly 
by while over-zealous forces seek to “  season ”  it to 
their liking.

We send our children to the public schools, not to 
be made Protestants, Catholics or Jews, but to make 
American citizens, and to be instructed in the funda­
mentals of education. They are sent to the public 
schools to be taught that each and every one is equal 
before the law, and that each process the inalienable 
right of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

And that man is an enemy to this country, an 
enemy to its ideals and institutions, who seeks to cor­
rupt that system with religion.

The record of the public schools needs no defence. 
They are a shining light to America and her prin­
ciples of equality. Nowhere in the world has educa-

afld

¿1
tion better shown itself than in the splendid meI1 , 
women who are the products of the public s 
system of this country.

For that reason we are opposed to the reading 
the teaching of the Bible in the public schools.

We are opposed to the Bible in the public sc 
because we want to eradicate religious Prel jfl 
bigotry and hatred. We are opposed to the n1 
the public schools because we want our chilm 1̂1 
receive the finest secular education that the won 
to offer. <s

We are opposed to the Bible in the public sc1®̂  
because we want our boys and girls to grow **P 1  ̂
intellectually free and morally courageous men

school
women.

We are opposed to the Bible in the public {(> 
because we want the future citizens of this count*? 
be Americans in the best sense of that word.

Joseph LE'viS'

A  Talk A bout Sin.

<1ecei'e“  IF we say that we have 110 sin, we “ 
ourselves, the truth is not in u s ; but 1 j0r- 
confess our sin, he is faithful and just ^ c0us-
give us our sin, and to cleanse us from all uflrigjy'~ <rli 
ness.” Thus Matins or Evensong may begin. An jfe 
cleansed “  from all righteousness,”  the same ® j0,- 
contains a daily petition for worshippers for " * , it 
giveness ”  of their sins. What about the cleansffiP .£|, 
docs not last twenty-four hours ! In the Roman y ^  
sin is divided into two classes, mortal and vem ^  
Xon-attcmlance at Mass on Sundays, Saint’s Day ,, ¡;, 
are “  days of obligation,”  and the “  greater festiva ?
if without “  reasonable excuse,”  a mortal sin.
lying, and indeed a large proportion of it, may be pr 
venial sin. Again, if you are a “ strict and Par. jo? 
Baptist,”  or even a “  free-churchman ” of the o(i. 
evangelical variety, sin need not greatly troub1̂  L ec 
Why? The "s a v e d ” are predestinate so to be. 
grace ”  is sufficient for them. They may fall a'va' j  d 
“  sin ” ) but, once among the elect, they will be sa' {¡r,? 
the last, and, if lucky, be among those who are cXP*̂  fii5 
to “ be caught up to meet the Lord in the air yPii 

still eagerly anticipated but long delayed return. 
are not so strict as this, say a Salvationist, y°u 
(with unsuspected humour and candour) :—

“ I was to God a stranger 
Till Jesus took me in;
He saved my life from danger 
And saved my soul from sin.”  ,j,e

Sin ”  is an essential part of all religion 
Christian variety. The Protestant “  Pentecostalis*8 ^ (i. 

“ Holiness Coventions ”—one is held every year a* .Hl(je
wick— and the Divine 
of canonized and beatified

Perfection ”  of Rome’s nffik'
saints,”  show how in P1Pc'

sin
tise Christian teaching admits that what it cal 
(which is, in fact, a purely theological and therefo*e  ̂
existent bogey), is not “  cleansed,”  is not unknoj' ^  
the “ saved,” and is, if the truth is to be toWi ^ 
raison d’etre for the whole machinery for the “ saW3 ,)j< 
of “  souls.”  If all the pious were “  saints ” 
Catholic sense, or “ redeemed ” in the Protestant ■ )̂Cy 
priests and parsons would be out of business. I*11 £Ptt' 
are, as they admit every time they say the Genera 
fession, all “ miserable sinners,” and hence pries*- 
pastors.

-----------  _ ■ 0,1(1
Give me the liberty to know, to think, to belic',c‘ ĵjc>' 

to utter freely according to conscience, above an 
liberties.— Milton.

tll0?CThe illusion that times that were are better thm 
that are, has probably pervaded all ages.— II- Gre

I.ook up and not down ; look forward and not 
look out and not in ; and lend a hand.— E. E.

bf>c
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Acid Drops.

Ia connexion with a proposed new Censorship of films 
great effort is being made to have it believed that that 

> 've  and evasive entity, called “  the churches ' has a
got to be represented at any Advisory Committee that 

1 ay be sc1s°t up to act with the Censor, and nearly all the 
g'ous journals, at least of the Nonconformist hue, arc 
7 nS about the dangers to the younger generation of 

- at tl]ey call.. - vucy call, not always with good rea:’.°” ’-o-called
11 j”s- Alongside this campaign is the cr> { p

‘««perance reform,”  and, indeed, ior a revrva of all 
'lf s of Prohibitions. We hope the powers ia j
'«estimate the weight of these elements. ^  y

for at the polls can be judged by the verdict of om
';ho accounted the supreme strategist of our polit .“*r. Llm,.i -

fifing on Prohibition in his Where arc II'« Going (p. 
0n ” 1,e says : “  You cannot secure unanimity of action
If .^Perance reform even amongst the religious forces. 

u,ey were united in their demand, and prepared to 
't at elections, nothing would resist their power, 

"'-en elections they seem agreed in their policy; but

%
B«tw,
»0
'«to

hu
rank m
°ner does the party bugle sound than they all fall 

opposite armies, and the temperance banner 
e cupboard for use a 

tnort. Deen declared. It is then brought out once

, —  a i i m c n ,  a n a  m e  L d i i p c i uiu jc  U d i m a

Wis ,ne<11y packed into the cupboard for use after the 
ve been declared. It is t 
wave over the tabernacle, and its wrinkles are

on tog , ened out in the breeze.”  Mr. Lloyd George goes 
optioi Say he has “  seen the fiercest champions of local 

1 supporting brewers at elections,”  and that "  the 
Tlijj. aces of party conflict ”  are fatal to this propaganda, 
thaj th< ?,nly an°lher way of saying, what is the truth,

ji ,e 'religious forces,”  when it comes to vote getting, 
PoSSç count. Why, then, should they be assumed to 
actin„ S. an "irresistible force” when it is a. question of
of

■ ion
,aPt
u *!' the much less democratic and doubtful manner 

Publi 01"ffng committees of inquisitors to dictate to the 
it ‘sbauas what it shall eat and drink, and by whom 

hi,- )e entertained? There is no more “ breeze ”  of
‘vpre, PPmion to take the wrinkles ”  out of the flag of
»Pan *Sl0ll> than their was reality in that supposed Ger- 
5s i .Ulthine that was denounced by a well known M.P. 
"ri,,, imported into this country to “  take the 

Cs out of tripe.”

Thor«
Hr]- aie> m London, declares the Bishop of Soutli-
ey T°,ooo basement dwellings unfit for occupation; 
in,'. Use 100.000 nenrtle. Ohvinnslv ttiic ctnfo

th.
?*airs“UU8e I00>000 people. Obviously, this state of 
' Sell c.â s f°r a truly Christian remedy on the lines of 
°f p a” thou hast and give to the poor.”  The Church 
K s ^ n d  is a very wealthy institution with immense
'>> Why not realize some of these and erect
'hat Ve"ings i°r E'e 100,000 people who need them? 
l(-Ht a,011  ̂ be a truly Christ-like gesture—and a magnifi- 
Estjtj]. ' erTisement for the only true Church as by law 
as a shed, \ye fear, however, that this will be regarded 

fantastic suggestion. For the wealth of the 
f0r q is primarily intended for erecting pretty edifices 
Pal 4 to hang about in and for maintaining grand 

ĉtor;S b)r bishops, not to mention roomy country 
iSi, es- Let us not forgeti-o. that Christ died on the

"3'’e f So ibat bishops and lesser ecclesiastics might not 
0 dwell in cellars.

jl>bii^a °̂ Queen Victoria seems to have set a fashion in 
Wis .« ^ ratio n s, and this year is to see one of the 
h'sil0̂  Version of the Bible, which, according to the 

?,Wt • °i Norwich, who has some curious things to say 
V Pu’t *n an article in the Sunday Times (August 30) 
T.s ], ;>IC<1 792 days of six hours.” The Revised Version 
l’1 tl,„'er been popular, not having the “ literary flavour” 

tl) p Authorised Version, or, what the Bishop called 
Wfl ®autif»l English of 1611.”  Accuracy, it is to be 
;ai] 1 ls less important to piety, than charm of expres- 
lyill(r ' r. ITort, of Greek Testament fame, is quoted as 

figllt- Eiat “ all inspiration is verbal,”  but if that is 
’ revision seems to be out of the question. Dean

Burgou, one of those who attacked the revised version, 
said, apropos of verbal inspiration, that the Bible, “ every 
word of it, every letter of it, is the direct utterance of the 
most high, supreme, unfaltering, unerring.”  Yet, 
according to the Bishop of Norwich, the translators 
differed as their own translations, and, on their differ­
ence, vital doctrines depend.

“ The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord,” for example, was changed, in the revised ver­
sion to “  in Christ Jesus our Lord,” and Bishop Westcott 
“  vigorously pointed out the importance of the new 
rendering, because it safeguarded the truth that eternal 
life docs not come to men merely through the channel of 
our Lord, but from their union with him.” The Bishop 
of Norwich says, “  Who shall judge” ? God knows; but 
how, in these circumstances, any believer in the inspira­
tion of the word of God can be sure of the exact meaning 
and significance of a single word of it is difficult to under­
stand. It is a “ misconception,” says the Bishop of Nor­
wich, “  that the Bible stands apart from other books.” 
Yet it does stand apart from all other books if his Lord- 
ship is right in adding that “  whatever version of it is 
employed, it will teach its readers, according to their 
spiritual insight, something of the needs of man, and still 
more of the grace of God.” If, however, this “  Divine 
Library ”  depends on (a) what the original really docs 
mean, and (b) the degree of “  spiritual insight ” in the 
reader— whatever that may be—surely the more it is 
translated the worse the confusion will become.

It is, of course, the notion of revelation that creates 
for the Christian this thorny problem of inspiration, 
whether of Book or Church or both. A learned, cour­
ageous, and somewhat heterodox defender of Christianity, 
the late Rev. George Tyrrell, has stated this position with 
characteristic clarity, and his statement has only to be 
read to understand why the case of revelation and in­
spiration stand or fall together, and why they have, iti 
fact, both fallen. Tyrrell wrote : “  Revelation comes- in 
largely to aid the insufficiency of reason and to secure 
that, what otherwise would be known only with difficulty 
and hesitation by a few, may be known easily, certainly 
and universally; and though we may never say that reve­
lation is a strict exigency of human nature, yet in this 
matter it is almost evident that if revelation were denied 
to us, some substitute would need to have been pro­
vided if our race was to rise from barbarism to any sort 
of higher development.”  Hard Sayings, p. 70. That 
substitute is reason, and apart from it, we have to agree 
with Father Tyrrell when he says a few lines later than 
those just quoted, “  the babe just born knows as much 
of the world and its ways as the wisest of us can know 
of the ways of God.” It does indeed.

As the readers of this paper may have suspected, we 
regularly read the Church Times, among other organs 
of periodical piety. A recent issue is unusually full of 
good things, good that is to say from the standpoint of 
controversial quotability. First in order comes the 
leader which may or may not be by the editor whose 
most appropriate name is Dark. It is entitled “  Gliandi 
and Christ,” and the former is described as a “ mystery,” 
and, adds the writer, “  a mystery in flesh and blood is 
uncanny.” Yet, unless we are misinformed, “ a mystery 
in flesh and blood ” is the foundation of the religion of 
the Church Times. We never thought to see that very 
mystery described as uncanny in these most religious 
columns. And that is not all. “ It is on its acceptance of 
coercion as a social principle that Ghandi’s main criti­
cism of Christianity rests.”

Christians know, says the writer, “  what apparently 
Air. Ghandi does not, that children cannot be left to play 
with fire.”  Truly has it been said that “ open confession 
is good for the soul.”  Again it is asserted that “ Mr. 
Ghandi’s religion ”  is predomineutly a religion of crisis. 
He wants to usher in the kingdom by one cataclysmic 
act and seal it with his life blood. In this he is not un­
christian. “ There were many in the primitive Church 
who cherished a similar expectation.” “ But ”— and this 
“  but ” is well worth noting— “  but a fuller comprehen-

i
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sion of the Christian faith and the method of its working 
cured them.”  Then we get this remarkable conclusion, 
“  what cured the early church will cure modern India 
also.”  After all this we are asked to believe that by 
reason of the Christian religion “  practical confidence is 
encouraged that all things are in  fact being made new.” 
We will leave the leader at that.

: and unusual hours, it is soon a case for the banknip  ̂
‘ court. Verb sap.”  On the other hand, we suggest,  ̂

is not much advantage to a shop-keeper with failing 
if he does keep open at all hours, when the goods lie 
for sale are not what the people want. As regar s | 
praying-shops, we think the parsons can be crc ,j 
with enough business instinct to open shop more 0 
there was any demand for such opening.

Another feature of this issue of the same journal is a 
sermon preached by the Rev. A. E. Baker of York, on 
the forty-first anniversary of the death of John Henry 
Cardinal Newman. This gentleman, a beneficed clergy­
man of “  the Protestant reformed religion established by 
law ”  says, “  when a man has been brought up to believe 
that the Church of England is a Protestant body,” and 
then feels the need of “  supernatural help,” he discovers 
that “ Catholicism offers just that help . . . Newman 
left the Church of England because he learned to be a 
Catholic, and the rulers of that Church, in his day, would 
not suffer men to practise the Catholic religion.” The 
moral of which seems to be one less creditable to the 
present Anglo-Catholics than their reason for Newman’s 
“ conversion,”  namely, that as the rules of the Protes­
tant reformed Church of England do, notwithstanding 
that its Protestantism is the raison d’être of its establish­
ment, allow men who are paid to teach that masses are 
“  blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits ” to teach 
that it is a mortal sin not to attend mass on Sunday, 
these gentlemen are justified in trying to “  satisfy the 
inspirations ”  of Catholics, and incidentally to receive 
anything from £300 a year and a house for so doing. 
Mr. Baker also boasts that "  there are more monks and 
nuns in the Church of England to-day than there were 
before the Reformation.”  Also “ there is no surer test of 
the development of Catholicism in the Church of England 
than the growth of the practice of (auricular) “  confes­
sion.” It was a liberal Catholic, the late Dr. Mivart, 
who said, “  There is nothing at once so pathetic and so 
absurdly grotesque as for members of the Anglican 
Church to pretend to be Catholics—yet they arc very 
effective workers for Rome.” That being the case, as it 
undoubtedly is, the sooner these Anglo-Catholic gentle­
men have to rely for their support on those who desire 
their services and cease to derive all or part of their in­
comes from an impoverished State hard up for money to 
balance its next Budget—the better.

There has been meeting at Geneva a three-days Con­
ference of the International Peace Through Religion 
Movement. This, like many other highsounding things, 
is “ much sound and fury signifying nothing.”  How could 
it signify more? “ All the great religions of the world”— 
said to be eleven—will “ co-operate.”  How much their 
co-operation will bring forth is indicated by the fact that, 
following the orthodox precedent for “  much ado about 
nothing,”  they have appointed “  a Commission ”  to 
“  study the causes of war.”  We do not need much study 
to hit upon one of the most terrible and consistent causes 
of war, namely religion. Wars were never more frequent 
than in the “ ages of faith.”  Jehovah was a god of 
battles, who not only fought for his followers, but en­
couraged them tp commit atrocities, and blessed 
treachery and had his special benediction for those who 
exterminated the enemy, even men, women and little 
children. Jesus is said to have come, not to bring peace 
on earth, but a sword. Thé first real effort to secure the 
substitution of reason for force in modern times is the 
Covenant of the League of Nations. It contains no refer­
ence to the Deity, and its signatories do not propose, so 
far as its provisions are concerned, any reference what­
ever to supernatural sanctions in international affairs. If 
only Ultramontanism was not the enemy of true inter­
nationalism, and if only Christianity, Protestant and 
Catholic, was not the friend of war, the task of those who, 
from human motives and for humanity’s sake seek to 
purge the world of this scourge would be less difficult and 
more likely to succeed than is the case at present.

A member of the staff of a religious weekly who is 
tramping the country in search of “ copy,” regrets to 
notice the numbers of chapels closed during weekdays. 
To point out the bad policy in this he7 says : “  When, in 
rare instances, a shop-keeper keeps short, inconvenient

The Lord’s Day Observance Society protested ag 0)1 
the “  fly over ”  for the Schneider Trophy taking P geCfe- 
Suhday. “  Can we wonder ”  (says the amusing “ ,js.

t. ~ __national ,tary of this organization) “  at the prevailing naî101̂ oUtc(l

and it used to be taugfl- ,jve

tress when God’s Commandments are wantonly *•- [
But at least one of God’s prophets ^

rllt
in this way ? 
up in a chariot of fire
upon the Second Coming of Christ, “  those who «rt; 
and remain will be caught up to meet the Lord 1 j, 
air and Enoch “  was not, but God took him,” 
not, of course, by aeroplane. As the race concern  ̂ g 
postponed from .Saturday because heavy clouds a,' Si 
rough sea made it impossible, and as nobody he* aI1y 
except for liymn-singing purposes, that praying 1 l̂C 
good for “  those in peril on (or over) the sea; and a ae. 
Lord is responsible for the weather—to the great ]" t0 
ment of the clergy this harvest time— it is really 1 jf, 
see why a little consideration for the safety of the^ ,,nJ 
men should be “  a breach of God’s commandments.
“ an indelible stain on Portsmouth.”  We may nt' ¿s 
Lord’s servants, in the person of the officers of the < fl( 
Day Observance Society have an eye on the va 1 st$ 
publicity in the Sunday newspapers which sl!? jady 
that when it comes to business they are like the 01 
who said she preferred terra cotta.

Writing about young Methodists who migrate to gfC 
don, a pious scribe says that far too many of th£ ^ejr 
cutting themselves adrift from the churches, “  .g jp- 
own loss as well as that of the churches,”  Yes, it 1
deed disheartening to see these young people failh1#.

■ J«'
profit by the careful training inculcated from the 
Their “  religious instinct” has been delicately nD of 
and they have been constantly drilled in the ha’ ^  
regular church-attendance. Then they suddenly 
cover that they can live quite happily without thc 
sou, and the prayers, and the hymns, and the it0 . 0( 
and the bun struggles, and bright brotherhood 
amusement. How infinitely sad it is that they j0r 
appreciate what they have lost, nor spare a thong1 
the future of parsons!

F ifty  Y ears Ago.

,<l3t 1̂
Religions, as Heine said, die but of one disease, 1 ¡jy 
being found out. In the accelerated march of hnn1̂ (|̂  
a larger and larger quantity of superstitious inlPcf l)' 
gets left behind. The place that Christian doetrinc ^ fCd
hold 
by their

in the mind of coming generations is best mfa flI 
leir estimation by the thinkers of this. ^ 1 ¡1

notable exception the Christian Church cannot boa p- 
intellect even of the second order, and John HefllT 
man is to-day a cardinal only because his pe»e . «1»
mind saw no logical halting place betweeii Cathn. j3te 
and the rejection of all theological dogmas. Tn ve 
Earl Beaconsfield, whose Freethinking opinions ? 
been so interestingly exposed by the Marquis of C ^v,tl, 
berry, makes one of the characters in his last fC- 
Eudymion, say “ Sensible men are all of the s£lj1,..jI10‘ 
ligion. “ And pray what is that?” enquired the pi 
“ Sensible men never tell.”  This like so many oth cj.r 
tlie author’s brilliant sayings, is a plagiarism., a 
gram here recorded was uttered by Lord Cliesterfi6 ^  iti 
expresses a deal of truth. Educated men are agre j 0cv 
the main as to the worth and weight of Christina .̂¡pt 
mas; only some, a very few of them, tell out plain1) c 
they think. But the Christian Creed is of that a j;/ 
that if really believed it must evidence itself in ’ cT  i|! 
their fruits shall ye know them. And what c“  , ¡i1 
Europe, save a few ignorant peasants, really s 
their lives that they believe in Christianity?

G 'The "  Freethinker,”  September 10,
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TO C O R R E S P O N D E N T S . Sugar Plums.

tnj I , V Roves.—Thanks for congratulations. The article 
We 1 form Ilart of a volume on Essays in Freethinking. 
thin °Pe to issue a fourth volume so soon as some other 

ClitR g  are °Ut of the way.
fooi; ,'Rlv- ft always seems possible to find money for 
the S  ̂.f>u.rP°ses- Perhaps that is because the fools are in 
Cause ,̂ont-V| or because so many fools make money, or be- 
■ Ustit I- " cute ” ones find it pays to provide fools with 
We , 1' lons that will confirm them in their folly. Thanks, 
"’heu  ̂ feeHnS mucf1 better for our brief rest. It was only 

've slacked off that we realized how much the rest 
p ^eded.

^ ' laĉ  ’lot thought of reprinting Mr. Blake’s 
oUes e as a leaflet, but might consider it when issuing new

" ' e ' a ' l i t t l e  late in acknowledging your letter, but 
to <1 rC flll'tc pleased to know that your lectures gave rise

1'. C j u c h  discussion. That is as it should be.
]. I;fvII>av— Received and shall appear shortly.

are ir^S -vou sa-v* f'le parsons will exploit anything. We 
W. j 0 aiged for pamphlet which will prove useful.

"'hi' x0We (Rhodesia).—We quite appreciate your feelings 
Still Conten]pEting the slow development of humanity. 
‘ 1’, 1 Ie.rt 's a Move in the right direction, and that is 

riraging. We have to work for the improvement of
ene0ll
"'stit,“lstitutiohs~and education, which means a better environ- 

n̂t to which the rising generation will adapt itself. At 
jj'resent the weight of both are in the wrong direction. 

e MMESON.—We will deal with the matter you raise pres- 
Rtl-V. But the few days holiday has left us with a frightful 

of arrears to work off. It makes us realize how much 
D ,8*t through normally.

jfttTSRws (Johannesburg).—Why not form an overseas 
ranch of the N.S.S. in Johannesburg? There are plenty 

,! freethinkers there and a number of readers of the 
,ccthinkcr. Pleased vou consider God and the Universe 

1 " ..... - Cuttings useful. Your
r'f thinker,

I useful and notable book. 
e.;teI >s quite a good one.

I'F®__W e  fie  tin* e i-e o.
agree
Points

We do not expect all readers of the Freethinker 
with what is written, nor each writer to agree on

If 'A**1,5 wrth the rest. It takes all sorts to make a world. 
\Vo ’(j. Running.—We had very good reasons for acting as
'acts. We imagine vou have been misinformed as to the

¿ , Bow'iRS.-ExciExcellent, but just a little off our line—par-
\y\r/v at the present juncture
rnetl,E icon.—We are afraid there is small chance of the 

llla>n Un̂ er being reduced in price while other things re- 
< earS„thTC-v are. Mr. b'vsh is indeed a “  staunch Free- 
5°Uie r Ee is an old friend of ours. We knew him 
■ e thirty-five years ago before he left this country.

useful
A** E re think the matter might well rest where it is. 

tV. say, your main point is not really disputed.
Vrjy tlnwKTsox (Rhodesia).—Pleased to have your letter. 
aCq are not the only one who regrets not having made 
p c : ; 4?’1-  with the Freethinker earlier. We are also 
Qiie to have your opinion that the Freethinker enables 
histor. Set a real grasp of the Freethought Movement, both 
afrfin'Ca ly atlC* Philosophically. Hope to hear from you

rciUr^ recthinkcr ”  ts supplied to the trade on sale or 
• rch dn y difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
h / f ' d  to this office.
t !itr'eetUlar Society, Limited office is at 6c Farringdon 
Thi> jS ’ London, E.C.4.

Strc. , ° nal Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon 
V, London, E.C.4.

nc
'villi Secular Tiurial Services are required, all coin- 

IL. jjCal ° ns should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.
R°seff/, giving as long notice as possible.

Jdtirc °r l̂e Editor of the ”  Freethinker ”  should be 
tietl(js Se<* t° 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 
h  send 11s newspapers would enhance the favour

oChei.t , inS the passages to which they wish us to call
• '  ̂S f
°f thc aI,Lterature should be scut to the Business Manager 

ionccr Press, 61 Farrlngdon Street, London, E.C.q, 
>hf  ■ l° l ^ the Editor.

lisl,in *eetl'inkcr "  will be forwarded direct from thc pub- 
v , ?ffice at the folio-wing rates (Home and Abroad):— 

,f 0’hcaar’ hi/-: half year, 7/(>; three months, 7/9.
' Eie p ancl Postal Orders should .be made payable to 
"hfi., ioriecr Press.”  and crossed “ Midland Bank, Ltd., 

e>tw‘ U Branch.”

th,e services of thc National Secular Society in con-

We must again ask the indulgence of our readers. 
Mr. Cohen took advantage of being in Berlin to attend 
the International Conference to take a few days holiday, 
which is the only holiday he has had, and will have this 
year. There now remains a pile of arrears to clear up, 
before he commences his autumn lectures on October 4
at Liverpool. -----

An account of the Berlin Conference appears in another 
column, from the pen of Mr. McLaren. From the point 
of view of numbers and enthusiasm the gatherings were 
quite successful. But on the Continent the Freethought 
Movement differs somewhat from our own from two 
causes. First, public men who are Freethinkers call 
themselves such, without adopting one of any number of 
aliases, and therefore the whole movement gains a cer­
tain public standing it lacks here; secondly, the Socialist 
Movement is unmistakably and avowedly Freethinking, 
which gives Freethought a better political status. There 
are, of course, large numbers of Freethinkers outside the 
Socialist Parties, but Socialism and Freethought are in­
separable. These things combine to place Freethought 
in quite a different aspect before the general public.

But the strong association of Socialism with Free- 
thought places the latter movement i'11 a numerical inferi­
ority at such gatherings as those lately held, and, unfor­
tunately, we think, the adoption of the new plan places 
those Freethought orgnizations which aim at keeping 
Freethought and politics apart emphasizes this. This 
may prevent the National Secular Society from adopting 
more than a sympathetic attitude towards the Inter­
national Federation, but that remains to be seen. I11 
any case, we can join with them in their fight against 
the common enemy.

The Failsworth Secular Sunday School will hold an 
American Tea in the school at Pole Lane, Failsworth, nr. 
Manchester, on Saturday, Septembed 26. Tickets are now 
011 sale, and may be had, together with Syllabus of Con­
certs, Lectures, etc. for the session 1931-2 from the Secre­
tary, Mr. S. Jones, 8 Andrew Street, Failsworth, nr.
Manchester. -----

Those responsible for the formation of thc Wembley 
and District Branch of the N.S.S. have lost no time in 
getting to work. Officials have been appointed, and a 
fortnightly course of lectures and discussions arranged. 
Mr. R. H. Rosetti will open the course to-day (Sunday) 
with a lecture on “ Do we need Religion?” Further 
details will be found in the Lecture Notice column. Mr. 
I’ . V. Morris, of 43 Paxford Road, North Wembley, 
Middlesex, is the local Secretary, and asks all unattached 
Freethinkers in the district to get into touch with him.

Mr. G. Whitehead will be in Plymouth for a week com­
mencing to-day (Sunday), when he will speak in Ply­
mouth Market Ground at 7 p.m. Further announcements 
will be made at that meeting, and it is hoped that all in­
terested will make a point of being present. The local 
Branch of the N.S.S. will co-operate at all the meetings
held during the week. -----

Things are getting so bad that it has struck the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury that it is time the “  Almighty was 
reminded that he might do something in the matter.” 
So he has asked for a dajr of “  united prayer.” Our very 
able contributor, Mr. C. S. Fraser, wrote thc following 
letter to the Observer. We print it here because such out­
spoken letters are carefully excluded from our delightful 
newspaper press :—

Sir,—In view of the otherwise remarkably sane and 
practical nature of the news and views which you pub­
lish, I was astonished to notice the prominence given 
on vonr centre pages to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
“ Cali for united prayer.” This suggested mass-attack 
upon an utterly powerless relic of superstition (despite 
its flattering title of “ almighty ” ) is in all circumstances 
nothing less than a pitiful farce. But apart from its 
comic aspect, at times like these it is a shameful induce­
ment to fatalistic inaction on the part of the credulous 
masses, who believe in the efficacy of such primitive 
magic; as it is also a slur upon your own intelligence.
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The

W orld Congress of Freethinkers.

T he International Congress of Freethinkers held in 
Berlin, from September 5 to 7, must, considered as a 
whole, be pronounced a signal success. Delegates 
were present from every important country in Europe, 
except Russia and Italy. Italian representatives had 
been appointed, but were unable to attend because 
their Government refused to grant the necessary pass­
ports— a display of malice and petty tyranny which 
evoked expressions of contempt and indignation from 
all present at the Congress.

On September 4 and the morning of the 5th, the 
delegates met at the rooms of the Deutscher Freid- 
enker-Verband (Union of German Freethinkers) and 
dealt at considerable length with preliminaries bear­
ing on the subjects to be discussed at the Conference 
itself, which was held in the building in Leipziger- 
strasse, formerly used by the Prussian Upper House. 
It is unnecessary to relate in detail the proceedings at 
these meetings. The gist of them was the advisable- 
iicss of combining all the forces in Europe making for 
the overthrow of clericalism or any other form of 
absolutism, ecclesiastical or political, and in particular 
to promote closer relations between the intel­
lectual forces of the Freethought Movement and the 
political influence exerted by Socialism. Mr. Cohen 
and Mr. McLaren, representing the N.S.S., both em­
phasized fairly strongly that the Society was loyally 
supported by members of various political parties, and 
that they had no power to commit it to any proposi­
tion which would direct it into the wake of a specific­
ally political or socialist movement. This was also 
the attitude taken up by Mr. C. B. Bonner and Mr. 
Pike as representatives of the Rationalist Press Asso­
ciation.

A  public demonstration was held in the “  Neue 
W elt,”  Hasenheide, on the evening of September 4, 
and I can best convey some idea of the meeting by 
simply stating that, from beginning to end, it was 
organized with German thoroughness. As the 
large hall could not accommodate the enormous 
crowd, a further meeting was held in the adjacent 
hall, which was also completely filled. A  member of 
the Verbaud assured me that the total attendance was 
over six thousand. The tableau, “  Youth greets the 
World-Congress,”  with its recurring chorus of young 
voices, and the vast assembly in the body of the hall 
and the galleries, presented an impressive scene and 
reflected great credit on Mr. Bruno Schoenlank, who 
arranged it. The recitation, “  The Call to Freedom,” 
was magnificently rendered by Mr. Alfred Beierle.

Mr. Fritz Schmidt (President of the Verband) in a 
short speech heartily welcomed all the delegates 
present.

Dr. M. Terwagne (Belgium), President of the 
Fédération Internationale des Sociétiés de Libre 
Pensée, said that the Freethought Movement is essen­
tially international— a fact which supporters of our 
cause everywhere must realize if they expect their 
efforts to produce the best results.

Professor Hartwig (Czecho-Slovakia) spoke of the 
laws in force in Germany specially directed against 
Freethought propaganda. He earnestly appealed to 
those who had already discarded their religion as an 
effete superstition to render active support to our 
cause.

Mr. Ronzaal (German Austria) threw considerable 
light on the general cultural conditions obtaining in 
his own home-land, where Roman Catholic clerical­
ism exerts a powerful influence.

Mr. Chapman Cohen (England) was cordially re­
ceived, for the Freethinker is well known in Germany.

He conveyed to German Freethinkers, and to the <e 
gates of all countries represented, fraternal gree 
from Great Britain. We may be separated by an

ex-
may
col"'

panse of water, by difference of language, we 
each have special problems of our o' 
mon aim stands out clear from all geographic" 
linguistic differences. The course of our move"1* 
in England cannot be described as all plain sai 
O11 the contrary, in no country is there " 11
dangerous priestly influence than in Great Britain-

Our clericalism is more underground, it works 
subtly than in countries which are predoinn13 
Roman Catholic; but it is there all the time, infh'c^ 
ing the Press, the various channels of publicity. P 
tical life, and primary education. Public iuellil0t 
England, whatever their individual opinions, "re 
outspoken 011 the question of religion. We "rt
in aim, Freethinkers everywhere desire an all-roii".1,

higher standard of human life, but find the way 
blocked by the ideas of God, soul, heaven, hell.̂_________ hell, a*'
the fear born of such superstitions which lllUŜ ()rt 
superseded by ideas that urge men to concentrate e v 
on the present world. It is significant that in the >
Testament mention is made of two animals, the ssheeP

and the ass, and where Christianity prevails the 
are reared like sheep, taught to think like sheep, ‘ , 
finally sheared like sheep. Every inch of fiT 
gained for freedom has been drenched with the 
of martyrs to our cause.

blo°d

We Freethinkers hav*^ 
great past, and if we make up our minds never to ,s 
get this we also have a great future. (Mr. Co 
speech was ably interpreted by Mr. Peter Petro ^  

Mr. Hoving (Holland) in an able speech urged 11 ,, 
thinkers to combine their forces. “  Christian 
with its insistence on the salvation of the son* ^  
its dogmatic formularies was a degradation of Pê jc]j 
ality in marked contrast with the humanism for,".  ̂
we Freethinkers stood. There are many rehS  ̂
sometimes many sects within the same religi°n’ 
there is only one truth. j„,

Miss P. Pardon (Belgium), the Secretary of tl*e ^  
ternational, greeted those present especially 111 
name of Freethinking women, and made a strofli? ^  
peal for the co-operation of the latter in every ^ 
that concerned our movement, as women’s infll,e 
would strengthen the spirit of international peace- 

The proceedings at the Conference itself beg"’̂  of

___  Mr- ^
Sievers, President of the International Prole*-1 <

Saturday, September 5, and the large hall was 
delegates and supporters of our movement. ^',„,.¡¡1"

Freethinkers, and Dr. Terwagne formally a"»011
.nice"
193samid a storm of applause, that from January r> j,i- 

there would be only one combined FreethoUg*11  ̂
ternational. The principal speech of the 
was by Dr. August Siemsen (Jena) on ‘ ‘The Lc 
lion of Youth and its Problems.”  A  system °* 
cation based upon authority and dogma was esS®lt jt 
to the Church for the maintenance of its power, fe. 
was important to bear in mind that such a sys*cl" j0|i 
ceived unstinted support from the forces of rea 
generaHy. _ , .

On Sunday the discussion turned mainly on 11 ĵi- 
ject of the missionaries and their methods of c° 
dating the power of the Church abroad. 
langer dealt at some length with missions ",u 0̂g]$ 
sinister influence in the Belgian-Congo. The s ept 
established by Roman Catholic missions there 
supported by the Belgian Government, but in 1 j?
were completely controlled from Rome. . I)r
Bonner (England) gave some statistics on re 
missions in different parts of the world, and s ¡̂¡e 
how they combined business with soul-saving'- , lltit 
State often supported these missions by grants 0 
and free passes on the railways.

The final meeting of the Congress was held on
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day aftem,°on, when Mr. Hoving spoke on “ Natural--- , i.Ui. AXUV111& opvyivv.
nd Technical Science and Metaphysics.”  Science 

shown that religious belief, which is really super- 
[>°ii, was full of contradictions. The technical ap- 

eEeations of science had also helped materially to 
eahen metaphysics, the speculations of which the 
I'eaker characterized as an almost inexcusable waste 

r enerKy. The moral consciousness based upon 
!as°u, science and experience was really the content 
. 'noderii Freethouglit, and would lead ultimately to 
'ltcrnational unity. Mr. Ronzaal having briefly ad- 

are?®ed the meeting 011 “  Fascism and Clerical Re- 
1011 ■” a resolution was passed that : —

Hie l'reethouglit Movement must associate itself 
; - t l y  with the realities of political life, and take
Tt âr*; 'n the cultural struggles of the moment.

,c Freethought Movement is not bound to any 
j . ’heal or other party, but its guiding idea is Social- 

, and its goal is an order of society7 based on 
0 itical, economic and cultural freedom, for only7 

j e 1 a society guarantees the unimpeded develop- 
t^11̂  °f free thought. In this sense the task before

¡st
Freet bought Movement is to support the Social- 

 ̂ Parties in their struggle against Fascism. To 
t o ^ P ^ b  this task it is essential, in all countries,

stimulate the masses to an active interest in the 
Rethought Movement.

The
e

t .  —wv*‘  \jx vnv vw iicivu vx..
î\’ V „ c International Federation is at an end. The

Malíes ref°^uti°n is sufficiently comprehensive, and
l'lle ' c]u'te clear the general spirit of the Conference.

k.-:S' delega¡¡mij -agates, as was stated definitely at the pre- 
meetings, while welcoming support for ourCaUse {rn

a re . °m any and every quarter, could not vote for 
»ition which would make our movement depen- 

sUp uP°n European Socialism or the organizations 
the "/«ng it. It should also be noted that, under 

: tVlSed statutes, the voting power of these organi-<uti,
tie'■‘ter

°ns, especially in Germany, would completely
gre. 1111 Ue all resolutions at future International Coit­

u s .

Hi,
Tliee p Conference was fully7 reported in Vorwa'erls, 

ktiJ'Hn Socialist journal, and also received a little 
he * r̂°ni some of the other daily papers. This will 
Q\vn ped With interest by those who know how our 
"'tli t/eSS consistently boycotts everything connected 

le Popular Freethought Movement in England.
A. D. M cL aren.

011 Sad Case of Dr. Horton

C|'tiegj aPPeared here some time since a kindly and 
’¡le *udy of Dr. R. F. Horton, undoubtedly one of 
"as 0 S c'htured of living dissenting divines. There 

Phase of Dr. Horton’s work that was little 
Jig 111 the former paper, and, as it is worth add- 
^ a(j . c°mplete a true picture of the subject, it shall 
°f gj](jed here. Dr. Horton’s Autobiography, a work 
vreaterSUa' charm and candour, itself devotes the 
% tiia,, f art of a chapt er to this matter, namely 
H]ar], Catholicism. In 1898 Dr. Horton went to 
Hid, and found its people “  so loyal to the Church 
.‘Hs 0 the outsider seems rather to exploit than to 
7fetur lein-M About the same time Dr. Horton’s 

at his Hampstead Church on “  England’s 
(N  h, ’ he., Romanism, attracted wide attention 
-C Controversy. “  The hostility of the Catho-
■ Ht|

•O’ic
opened my eyes to a new set of facts. The 

at e ' Papers had a totally different standard from 
C 1honth^S'le  ̂ edsexvhere in England . . .  A Catho- 
H nst Py even insinuated charges of immorality 
j distj Dr. Horton’s theory that Catholicism,
- V ^ . f r o m  Protestantism, “  makes the reform of.->CS . - 7 ............... .... ,
Py r, ltnPossible, and that one type of Christi- 

ler than another has anything to do with

the material wealth of nations will not bear examina­
tion. It is not only the Roman Church that 
“  silences the thought of its members ”  and “ imposes 
the faith of the church on the individual.”  Spain was 
most prosperous when it was most Catholic, and that 
the Bible is the “  secret of England’s greatness,”  is as 
true as the well known picture of the late Queen 
Victoria presenting a copy of that book to a dusky 
subject with that fatuous remark.

Dr. Horton proceeds to say that he looks back with 
“  great distaste on this controversy7.”  He adds : “  I 
see more clearly than I did then that the evils in the 
Roman system work out their sure result in the 
modern world, and make it virtually impossible for 
the Papacy to regain its old authority or draw into its 
obedience more than a certain section of our popula­
tion.”  This is followed by a declaration which shows 
that Dr. Horton, like all the most learned apologists 
for Christianity, is now more concerned with the 
defence of Christianity as a whole, and sees that if 
the church is to survive, even among Protestants, it 
must not be above borrowing some of the worst 
features of what used to be called “  the old religion.” 
He puts this with a subtle touch. Thus : “  I have 
even learned to think that some minds arc better for 
the strict supervision of directors and confessors, and 
many are held in the practice and faith of Christianity 
by the powerful hand of Rome, that would yield no 
allegiance to the authority of Truth or the decisions 
of Reason.”  That it is better they should be held “  in 
the faith ”  so, is, apparently, what Dr. Horton means, 
for he goes on to say : “  In later years I have come to 
cherish a hope that a fairer synthesis is awaiting the 
Church of Christ, in which the virtues of Catholicism 
will be blended with those of Protestantism, and a 
church will appear . . . capable of embracing the 
varieties of temperament, the habit of obedience to 
authority, the strivings of progressive thought, and 
the longing to discover a genuine unity for the human 
family.”

How, we may ask, is the latter aspiration to be 
achieved by the religion which has aroused the 
angriest passions in men, and provoked some of the 
most sanguinary wars in history? Dr. Horton says: 
“  The conviction has grown on me that Love is the 
condition of seeing Truth. What I dreaded in the 
Inquisitor I have come to dread in myself. And even 
with Papists I have no controversy except to see how 
to love them, and to love all men.”

We think Dr. Horton’s autobiography makes plain 
the road by which he has come to this position of 
benevolent neutrality. In 1888, when his Inspiration 
and the Bible was published, a great storm of protest 
arose. The Baptist Union cancelled Dr. Horton’s 
engagement to preach at its Annual Meeting. Dr. 
Parker wrote a reply : Mr. Spurgeon added Dr. Hor­
ton to his list of “  Down Grade Theologians,”  and 
“  the orthodox ”  of that time were “  raised to a kind 
of frenzy,”  while the author was denounced as “  a 
Unitarian, an Atheist, the worst enemy of Christ.”  
This opposition, says Dr. Horton (w'hose book was 
really a very mild affair compared to the recent pro­
nouncements of Dr. Barnes), “  was simple obscurant­
ism.”  He was, “  notwithstanding the opposition of 
the religious world, standing up for the doctrine of 
Christ, and liberating it from some hindrances to its 
progress.”  And it is true, as he says, that “  the way 
of regarding the Bible in 1S88, which seemed to ignor­
ance revolutionary and heretical was, in 1S91, recog­
nized ”  as “ a cautious and reverent admission of 
facts which could not be disputed.”  And how many 
more such facts have had to be admitted, “ cautiously 
and reverently or otherwise,”  since then? In a further 
book, Revelation and the Bible, Dr. Horton carried 
his criticisms further, and attempted to show “  what
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is actually revealed in the Bible, when we are com­
pelled to admit that the writing of the books as such 
is not guaranteed against mistakes.”

The readers of this journal will, we believe, share 
the regret of the present writer that one who did un­
doubtedly do good service to the cause of knowledge 
(as distinct from the cause of Christianity)— his 
History of the Romans, published over forty years 
ago, .lias been a favourite with the schools— should 
now seek shelter from the inevitable results of the 
advance of knowledge, and from the, to him, awful 
prospect of a world increasingly indifferent to religion, 
in the hope that Light and Darkness, “  submission to 
authority ”  and “  the strivings of progressive 
thought,”  may be reconciled in a quite incredible 
amalgamation of the contending sects of Christendom.

A lan Handsacre.

“ From  Schoolm aster to Parson.”

A x Open L etter to ali. Professional 
Ecclesiastics.

R everend Sir s ,
Now that this country has arrived at an economic 

crisis, when it is supposed that everyone will, by mak­
ing sacrifices, assist the community, it might prove a 
suitable time to address to you a few thoughts con­
cerning present-day religion and its teachers.

Christ said “  It is harder for a rich man . . . ”  He 
Himself had nowhere to lay His head, was poverty- 
stricken and humble, the world was His care. Now 
you have palaces and spacious residences; your 
churches are of costly design, fitted with expensive 
plate, furniture and memorials to the dead. The first 
seven incomes from livings in a large city I read as 
follows: ¿1,870, ¿1,700, ¿529, ¿823, ¿400, ¿4.25, 
¿630. My own modest needs are supplied by ¿210 
per annum ! You indulge in atmospheric ceremonies 
and music, and argue about Reservation and Tran- 
substantiation, while thousands of simple and ignor­
ant folk endure physical emaciation and mental tor­
ture. If your parish is a poor one, you live outside 
it in a “  high-class ”  residential area. In their 
homes the people are desperately in need of money to 
procure the bare necessities of life, if they attend your 
church, collection boxes and appeals of all kinds sur­
round and exasperate them. Do you wonder that 
your churches are empty when your own hypocrisy is 
so obvious? Give up your fat livings and palatial 
residences, cease the only too evident strife for social 
and professional betterment, and turn your energies 
to the proper and righteous issues of life. These will 
not be concerned so much with the preparation of the 
life to come as with the improvement for others of the 
life that is.

You who are bishops or archbishops, have your 
habitation with the wealthy; you attend royal func­
tions and other first-class social events; your amuse­
ment is the puppetry of the rich, your mental powers 
are exercised with the university products. All this 
is fellowship. But there is also fellowship in the 
public-house, where mental stagnation will breed the 
foul and ignorant conversation of those steeped in 
poverty. In these places you are either mercifully for­
gotten or cursed as the representatives of a peculiarly 
unjust God and mock religion. “  He who is greatest 
amongst you shall be least,”  said Christ. Do you 
still believe in a judgment day? If so, what will be 
your position then ?

It has been my duty to instruct and attempt to 
educate the children of the poor. Some of them 
possess brains and ability of first-rate quality. They 
secure good positions. “  But,”  laments Dean Inge,

“  these people are taking the bread out of the Pr0̂ e 
sional man’s mouth.”  I have also heard the s-
learned Doctor in an address on gaIUblinflf.say, 111 dll UUU1C33 WXi O'
“  There is only justification in receiving liiohey " 
it is properly earned or inherited.”  Such is the v . 
judiced lying of those complacently basking m s 
smugness.

Christ taught forbearance, and shunned 
He showed us the beautiful lesson of “  turning 
oth«r cheek.”  But nearly every day our ne"SpaP 
contain accounts of some petty clerical diner ^  
Bishop quarrels with Archbishop; a vicar a,1110'|\;,r- 
whole parish and his church is turned into a . 
garden; two priests drag a childish libel a ,jj. 
through the courts. It does not need great ^  
gence to perceive the results of these and S1 
things upon the religious outlook of the people- .

In fact, it is really difficult to find any really 118 
purpose you serve in these modern times. Chur 
England ministers still cling to an antiquated ” 
Book containing such fallacies as “  being come  ̂
do my duty in that state of life into which Got  ̂
called me,” and such obvious inaccuracies aS p 
Resurrection of the Body.”  Instead of having 111 
iugs to discuss, twenty years too late, such thing ,0ur 
birth control, why don’t you scrap the whole 0 J ^

•er­
teilt 1°

your energies to fit your work for modern
abominably out-of-date systems and ideas, allC'

n 
re 
>s

raving about faith and such platitudes as “  a^

tfiiflF
u n j i i i b  1 A i i L ' i t :  m e  n u i i u i c u s  u i  q u e b i m i i b  * * * ' " ' • '  ^

ing person asks, for example, about the Gospe18’ 
never receives an answer; instead of sitting
----- b ....... ................
are possible with God,”  it would surely be r>ea post'
attempt to give the people some reasonable a!1( .̂ je 
tive teaching on those vital questions which t 
them. ,y

The Chancellor of the Exchequer suggests that ^e 
stipend (sic) should be reduced fifteen per ceid- 
doesn’t mention yours. Perhaps he is optin'; jeft 
believe that there is a little “  Christian ”  SPirl 
somewhere.

The best precept is example.

Yours, in enlightenment.

V incent K M 0 0 * '

The Inquisition in N ew

(Concluded from page 583.)

Else, how account for their recalcitrance ? ¿¡te 
learned gentlemen of the clergy set forth m 
volumes how to ferret out infidels.
thus that a Jew hated Christ so much that he

kn°"it iv a s ^ e *

practice of mutilating crucifixes and holy 111
1 — ..........*---- -------------- -- ' ----  1 OH
In a book called Sentinel Against Jews, place0
tower of the Holy Church of Our Lord, it & ^  
that at one time : “  There was a great eartlui11̂  ^  
strong hurricanes, and this was because the Je" ' ^  
torturing a holy image. But when one of 1 
fessed and was burnt, immediately the 
ceased.”  At another occasion an infidel sa"̂  ¡pi1 
Church the image of Our Lord Jesus Gl'rl^|)l’ej 
carried away by rage, came in the night and 8
it with a dagger. And wonderful happening' . jpO

—  - - .....  1............—- -----  ---- -------- -- 1 * _ « , lb ^
no man can deny, occurred by Divine Will, 
oozed excessively from the wound which this  ̂
man 
Mexico
Div.... ------ ,, ........ „  _______ ,
city from heresy and of the cursed sect of Judal

n had made in the image. The book, pnbl'V ¡if 
:xico, in 1648, called Third Exaltation ^ t|:i’ 
;ine Mercy, for having cleaned and Pur/ ^
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tated tW  “ r
¡ma 1 in a village called Izqimqilpan, a certain 
J{jneg Uo"n by the name Christ of the Poor Lead 
vw*.S,r ,.ad become blackened and destroyed. Its eyes"’ere
alti

fallipg out, rat nests were in its body, and 
deteriô 11 ^ performed many miracles its appearance“«ugh i'wivijucu UlUli V III 11 dV.lt o

miated greatlv due to the fact that so manyiDc ... ’ * . . .Wticc ”  '•«» --- ------  ----  — • ~ "
the 1 " Were Performing abominations throughout
se]f ?nd- One day suddenly the image detached it- 
PUni !°m fbe cross, as if to go to the capital and 
shoe].1 * evil-doers. The winds blew and the earth 
ai1(j ’ v,'b'ch lasted until the Jews were discovered 

PUn’sbed, after which music and singing was

C h " the ch w d ‘ ~  • ■ -Three stars appeared above the
j . •> and the bells rang of themselves, and a great

it|;ht sllone, after which it was seen that o' ' 
t. age had become miraculously renewed.’tionrid halls

silentlv

Inquisi-
nrouse about its guilty suspects at night

arre s t e V one but the immediate family of the 
Vears ' ni'ght guess his fate. And for months and 

lbey might wonder where the walls were 
out p e< them, and expect at any moment to find 
in tbl0 r e a l l y  a smuggled message reached themtint
‘seated

d CJJiÛ &lCU iv.av.uvu
'e to dispose of goods otherwise soon to be con*lì-'«leci *- .

Was - • • and other important instructions.

sihvgs

it
crime, likely to augment materially the 

llent to receive or carry messages. Negro 
.Were sentenced for life for carrying messages, 

ally ]j'Ves ail(f sisters who received them automatic- 
iusti • Caine themselves the subjects of voluminous 
out folios. 'I'he Inquisition was at a loss to find 

nieans of communication between prisoners 
, e ‘Jtives and ascribed it to magic; but some- 

sV e (1SC°Vered mote concrete means. As for in- 
rid ’ one prisoner bought a pie through a guard, 

,sent it ..........................................

rid

rid
times

Carriec] U as a Present to his family; the slave who 
rider .r Ko|cf ft to a confectioner, who sent it with an 
‘ris 0 f dainties to an Inquisitorial table, where it 
riests eilt  ̂ and within was found, to the horror of the 
Jt pro’ a PaPer containing instructions for the disposal 
ffoly .pCrty and some disparaging remarks about the 
jiVenfj Il')llnaf and its officials. Within the prisons, 
ritpg codes was a favourite intellectual sport. 
ensib]JCi, *n Plain language, but in Aztec incompre

•riion, a

 ̂ ~ pfaili UUl ill llbvvv mvw.i.r .v
e they knew, to nobles and their men. At one 

de(j ’ a sixteen year old girl, under torture, 
“,eetiii lat Jews advised each other when there was 

:<1 I),,.,,/'1 ])y sending a little negro-boy dressed in

Qqq

Astiti
?rie

Stable 

‘rid
ridil0s,

Of

‘‘ Lh^n?  a drum along the streets, 

initial1 aan Uescr'I>tion of Inquisitorial processes,”  was 
ri 'fj.j, e °f a subterranean chamber in the house of 

S w  !lUUIal which led innumerable flights of dark, 
' 11 ( slippery  stairs. Two High Inquisitors sat 

uPon which rested a crucifix, two yellow 
ai]d an hour-glass to mark the time of each 

ris, ,.0ltUre. Two executioners, garbed in black 
rich ,V'^1 fheir faces covered by black hoods, in 
is°aerVCre CUt red l>oles for the eyes, grasped the 
ri°v ’ at the moment he entered the chamber, and 
dges his clothing, and he stood, naked before his 
'Sotigr *1 here was also a doctor to examine the 
Tin, and measure his endurance before, after, and 
rier t(>le torture. The inquisition did all in its 
«him,? keep die prisoners alive. The decree was

irinil^ read to "eachf before the torment, that “  If 
s , the torment he dies, is hurt in any manner, if 
$ ' ’teak, if an eye burst from the socked or
rin(. rahs are dragged out, lie shall bear the sole 
iiiv UlKl not the Holy Tribunal which desires only 

and discover the truth. If he (le( 
He 1 repenting he was burned in effigy at the auto- 
‘frijii, worst crime was to remain negative and 

Thus, Manuel Nunez Caravallo, age 
the circumcised, of profession vagabond, dead 
e^^hingeons of the Hoiy Tribunal was punished 

 ̂ as a Judaizer.

Again, Rafael Granada, with evident sign of cir­
cumcision, age nineteen, took communion without 
fasting, since he did not believe the Host to be 
the sacred Body of Christ. A  founteen year old .girl, 
whose beauty was remarked upon even in the Church 
chronicles, sentenced because she was suspiciously lax 
about going to Mass, communion, and confessing, 
greatly augmented her penalty because she revealed 
nothing. She “  was the most notable case in the 
records of the Inquisition, both here and in Spain.”  

Before executing the sentence she was first given 
two years in an Inquisitor’s house, there “  to be in­
structed in the faith.”  What precisely besides nega­
tive evidence such as hers defined a crime for the In­
quisition it is difficult to determine accurately. There 
are recorded some statements of the penitents; “  One 
woman, when she dreamed, would go immediately to 
confession and put the bad omen on the priest, this 
being a custom of the Jews; she sang hymns without 
a Glori Patri. Another woman Dona Isabel de 
Rivera, was heard to say that it was a sin for a Jew 
to hear Mass, to confess, to tell the Rosary and take 
communion. Those who perform these abominations 
would be carried off by devils.”

The wife of Francisco Botello, who with her was 
punished in 1659, remarked when her husband was 
arrested, that “  They had imprisoned him because 
they wanted his money, that the Holy Tribunal was 
not holy at all, it rather was dishonest and unjust. 
For such speech she was arrested. One could cite 
these nauseating records ad infinitum. We will 
quote two more only : Francisco de Acosta, native of 
Lisboa, age thirty-five, merchant was burned at the 
aulo-da-fi of the year 1647. It had been noted by 
some Catholics that when the Host was raised lie 
would look upon the Crucifix, placing his hand upon 
his beard, with one finger on his nose. Dona 
Beatriz Enriquez was accused of going to Church, 
and in Mass nudge the other women . . . and at meet­
ings where it was discussed how to cope with the 
Tribunal, she would say, lifting her arms, to look at 
them and see how good she had them for the torture.

X .X .

Correspondence.

To the E ditor op the “ F reethinker.”

WHAT DOES RELIGION MEAN?
S ir ,—Mr. Fraser takes me to task over tlie phrase 

“  what religion ought to mean.”  He criticizes it tren­
chantly, and at times with caustic severity. On the 
whole I am in sympathy with him, but really the 
phrase is not mine at a ll; I merely took it from his own 
article. He said, “  We are not out to show what religion 
ought to mean according to the opinion of this or that 
person or community, but what the most correct interpre­
tation of the word is when stripped of all idiosyncrasies 
and reduced to its one invariable common denominator.” 
I took this to be the equivalent of saying, “ We are not 
out to show what religion ought to mean but what it 
actually docs mean.”  If Mr. Fraser did not intend to 
convey this, I stand corrected. Had I expressed the 
matter in my own way, without attempting to blend my 
words with an actual quotation from his text, I should 
have used not the phrase “  what religion ought to mean,”  
but the more precise phrase, “  what we ought to mean bv 
religion.” If, with this modification, Mr. Fraser would 
still hold that liis criticism is substantially unaffected, 
and that what wc ought to mean by religion is necessarily 
what we do mean, then I should be prepared to contest 
that. Rut before jumping to the conclusion that he 
wopld in fact take up this position, I must await a state­
ment from him to that effect. Even taking up the argn-
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ment on a question of what religion does mean, there 
are grave criticisms of the self-consistency of Mr. Fraser’s 
technique and conclusions on that head, but this line of 
discussion I deliberately set aside because it seemed to me 
that the most important side to the matter would best 
be reached and discussed on the issue of the capital 
letter to the word “  Unknown.” My contention is that 
when Mr. Fraser comes to amplyfy his definition so as 
to make clear the precise elements of meaning which that 
capital infuses into the word, he will find a very delicate 
and difficult situation arising. He will find, in short, 
that the capital “  U ”  imparts a positive complexion 
which separates the word sharply from the entirely nega­
tive term “  unknown ” as used in science. And I assure 
him that, far from attempting to make excursions into 
verbal niceties, I have discussed his article with the 
genuine motive of following what is paramount to the 
real substance of the position, because I believe that upon 
this “  issue of the capital ”  turns the merit of his defini­
tion, together with its logical consequences to the Free- 
thought case. Medicus.

BROTHERHOOD.
Sin,— I shall be grateful if you will allow me to thank 

C. H. Ross Carmichael for the great pleasure derived 
from a reading of his paper with the above title in a 
recent issue of the Freethinker. It gains immensely by 
its moderation, and at the same time there is instruction 
to be had for all those who care to look below the surface 
of things. The road of the Freethinker is hard. Perhaps 
he would not have it otherwise, but there are tre­
mendous forces against him ; mob-thinking at top and 
bottom are not the least of his obstacles. For the time 
being Matthew Arnold’s poems are my companions, and 
each reading brings out some new thought or interpre­
tation. In “  A Summer Night ”  I caught the echo of a 
great poet’s struggle with himself :—

“  And I, I know not if to pray 
Still to be what I am, or yield, and be 
hike all the other men I see.”

Viewgd from the present there is nothing very icono­
clastic in any of the works of Arnold, but in his com­
paratively mild criticism there is a symptom of wanting 
to turn back to bovine thinking which is the pasture 
land of orthodoxy. Dr. Carmichael’s article should en­
courage all Freethinkers to go forward with renewed 
hope in the belief that the world will have to bed down 
and be led safely in the only world we know by the 
Secular shepherds whose task is to see that brotherhood 
shall breathe the air of reality and thereby be 
strengthened. A dam Brkde.
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PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

S ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based 
on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of 

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super­
natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man's 
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; 
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis-i 
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalize 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend 
material well-being; and to realize the self-government 
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus tlie fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what­
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following ;s a quite sufficient form for anyone 
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposei 
of the Trust Deed of jhe said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing th* 
following declaration ;—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and 1 
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects,

Name......................................................................

Address

Occupation

Dated this......day of...................................19.......
This declaration should be transmitted to .the Secretary 

with a subscription. ,
p.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 

every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to his means and interest in the cause.
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A RATIONALIST PRESS BOOK ( 1)

IN 1819 Richard Carlile was sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment and a fine of ¿£1,500 for 
selling a certain book.

In the same year his wife was sentenced to two 
years in prison, and in 1821 his sister to two 
years’ imprisonment and a fine of ¿£500— both for 
the same offence.
Then, one after the other, a succession of daunt­
less and defiant shop-assistants went to gaol for 
the crime of selling this book to the public. At 
one time eight were in Newgate at once, and alto­
gether 150 men and women— poor and obscure for 
the most part, yet worthy of proud remembrance 
by those who have reaped where they sowed—  
went to prison on this same charge of selling a 
particular book.

That book was Thomas Paine’s

AGE OF REASON
Since the days of Carlile hundreds of thousands of 
copies of the famous work have been sold, and 
thousands are still sold yearly. Written under 
the shadow of the guillotine (for Paine, be it 
remembered, was one of the founders of the 
French Republic as of the United States), banned 
by Governments, sold by relays of gallant shop- 
assistants, it has won through in the end to almost 
universal recognition as one of the really great, 
really germinal, books of the modern age. In all 
the range of literature has it a peer ?
Parts I  and I I  in one volume, 12S pp., bound in 

cloth, is . net, and in paper cover yd. net
(Full p a rticu la rs  o f tlie R ation alist P ress A ssociation  Limited, 

com plete cata lo gu e, and specim en copy o f the " L ite r a r y  
G uide”  free  on application.)

London : WATTS & CO., Johnson’s Court, Fleet St., E.C.4

A  Question of the Day.

Socialism  and the 
Churches
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] The Foundations of Religion j
Ij CHAPMAN COHEN.
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Second Edition in Three Months.

GOD AND THE 
UNIVERSE

EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & EINSTE111

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN
W ith a Reply by P rofessor A. S. Eddington

Mr. Chapman Cohen is a philosophical critic of 
intellectual gifts. His book God and the Un v ^ 
is the best, and perhaps the only serious atteWP _ 
winnow the scientific work of Eddington, Jeans, 
ley, and Einstein from its pseudo-philosophical 8 
tions. Such criticism, coming as it does fr°m¡arly 
foremost Freethinker in the country, is particu 
refreshing,—The Sunday Referee.
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2 ch' j[ This is an introduction to a scientific Psy (
) ology along lines on which Dr. Lynch j
i entitled to speak as an authority. L  15 
* pamphlet which all should read.
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