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QCe
W Mabi<v most people have heard the story of the 

Preacher who delivered a discourse on “  Cour- 
^ontroversy.”  Difficulties, lie explained,1:1

lûüld%  _iu

he evaded, they should be faced. And he 
“  The text we have before us is one of 

¡t’ ^ l t ie s .  But we must not evade it, we must 
Mil p h°ldly in the face, and having done so— we 
’°sdiÇ]vSs 011 to another subject.”  The Rev. Harry 

,n»st surely be a direct descendant of that

5 ?ers .
> 1:

He writes in the Christian World, an 
'Haling with persecution and asks his

Miter 1S ^ that makes religious persecution so 
of ’ aud so much more bitter than any other kind 
Mth ntr°versy? Listen to this : “ Had I heard my 
'Mai,1 °r mother or brother saying such things 
bla'lst my Master Christ, I would have broken their 
„TPhr Well, 

just 
That is St.

iVtfi lemous jaws like those of a mad dog.” 1 
onc ViVl'° is talking to whom there ? That is 
Iero, “ristian talking about another. That ii 
Cent lc; depressing his opinion of Origen. Across the 
beê  r>es, as you know, that kind of talk has always 
On„i R°itig on. Religion ought to unite people. It 
*-* 1 to be the fruitful mother of kindness andt(UV MU4MU4 ______ ____

. < ^ y . Why is it> then, that it has divided 
¡W T  the bitterest lines in the world.

Dr., % r . c ls asking a very pertinent question.
a preacher who believes in looking d ifi

lle  looks at them with the un-
, sta” c°Urage of a soldier facing a firing-party— on 

- 6- And having looked the difficulty in the
\ i ï e 
v

Passes on. He quite forgets to give an

e% o n

l s  w<__......... .......  ......
answer? There is no question that accom-

- riit I)oes-
!1Utrj _ j s Worth while attempting to give the

panyiug religious differences there is a bitterness, a 
readiness to persecute that does not exist to an equal 
extent with any other subject. Men will differ on all 
other subjects, and while there may be quarrels or bad 
feeling, the right to differ will not be questioned, and 
in the main the differences will be discussed in a toler
ably good humoured manner. In religion this is 
never the case. A  congress of religions, in which 
differences of religion were discussed is unthinkable. 
You may have religious views staled from different 
points of view, but that is all, and even then, atten
tion will be chiefly directed towards points of agree
ment. In ordinary social life discussions on religion 
are discouraged, and the explanation is they lead to 
bad feeling. In clubs, sporting and social, discus
sions on religion are usually barred, again the ex
planation is they would wreck the organization. In 
the late war, when men belonging to all kinds of re
ligion lived together, ate together, slept together 
fought together and died together, the one thing that 
kept them apart was religion. And even in prison, 
while Catholics and Protestants, Jews and Christians 
may join in perpetrating all sorts of crime, they 
demand that they shall be separate when the time 
comes for a religious service. In all social matters, 
whether they be good or bad, lawful or criminal, men 
will join in a common life governed by common feel
ings, and displaying the common amenities. When 
it comes to religion every man demands to go to hell, 
or the other place, by his own special train and to 
travel along his own special road. Dr. Fosdick is 
right, there is nothing so divisive as religion, there is 
nothing that rouses such hitter feelings. But Dr. Fos
dick believes religion to be the basis of brotherhood 
and good fellowship. Facts never matter where a re
ligious theory is concerned.

* * *

The Roots of Persecution.

So general a fact, one that is independent of country 
or race, which applies to religions ancient and modern, 
and which is only less obtrusive as non-religious 
forces operate more effectively, demands a wide-spread 
and deeply-seated cause. And, as I have before 
pointed out, the root explanation can be found in the 
place held by religion in primitive society. Here 
everything is under the influence of the tribal ghosts 
or gods. Good and ill-fortune, good and ill-health, 
all depend upon the will of those mysterious beings 
with which man believes be is surrounded. And these 
primitive gods are terribly casual and wonderfully 
vindictive. If they are offended everybody may 
suffer, much as some of our own religious imbecilities 
to-day believe that the established national Joss may 
wither the crops, or bring about a war, or let loose 
an epidemic, and so punish everyone, because some 
members of the tribe have offended him. In secular 
affairs man may make a mistake, in religion his mis-

t



578 TIIE FREETHINKER

takes become crimes against the Gods. And religion 
is not directly subject to those checks and corrections 
that govern secular matters. What assumes the 
character of religious persecution in after times, is at 
first little more than an act of self-protection. The 
man who offends the gods is air enemy to the well
being of all. His suppression is a social duty, essen
tially an act of social sanitation.

A  direct consequence of this is that intolerance is 
directly associated with religion from the outset. It 
is checked, and in time partly controlled by the 
growth of secular experience and knowledge, but it is 
always there. In both ancient Rome and ancient 
Greece we can see the decline of this primitive re
ligious intolerance, although it was never completely 
absent from ancient society. Its re-establishment 
came with Christianity— which furnishes yet another 
example of a reversion to a lower type. Dr. Fosdick 
cites St. Jerome as being ready to treat his parent like 
a mad dog if he offended his religion, and he might 
have quoted St. Augustine as refusing to sit at the 
same table with heretics, or even Cardinal Bourne, 
who the other day set forth the impossibility of 
Roman Catholics praying by the side of Protestants. 
Religion divides men as nothing else divides them, it 
causes them to hate each other as does nothing else. 
After the most brutal of wars men will settle down to
gether and gradually forget the hatreds of yesterday. 
But with religion it is a duty to keep that hatred alive. 
Religion is the one thing that exalts malevolence to 
the level of a virtue.

* * *

M oralizing Intolerance.

Intolerance grew weak in the ancient civilized 
world, because neither Rome nor Greece possessed the 
unadulterated curse of a “  sacred book,”  and there 
was nothing to effectively check the growth of the 
forces of sympathy and social development. Intoler
ance and religious persecution in the ancient world 
represented a decaying phenomenon. It was left for 
the Christian Church to revive it, to rationalize it and 
to moralize it. The ancient world had left no legal 
machinery for the carrying out the work of religious 
persecution. The Christian Church filled the vacancy. 
The older it grew the more intolerant it became, until, 
as a final stroke of genius it created the Inquisition. 
There never has been in the whole history of the world 
an instrument of persecution so perfectly damnable as 
the Christian Church. While the Catholic Church 
stood unchallenged it had its own courts and com
pelled the secular powers to carry out its sentences. 
When Protestantism arose and created a State Church, 
it made persecution part of its duties. There were 
special courts and special laws for the punishment of 
religious offences. But the greatest triumph of all was 
not so much the creation of a police force for the en
forcement of religious conformity, as the manner in 
which the Church made every man a spy on his fellow 
man, and so terrified and distorted the human con
science that it made men and women afraid to think 
lest they should be led to doubt. And just as in so 
many other directions, Christianity provided the finest 
excuse for the gratification of the lower passions under 

. cover of a pretended exercise of the higher qualities, 
so it took this native vice of intolerance and gave it a 
moral value such as no other institution has ever 
succeeded in giving it. In science, or in politics men 
shrink from being thought intolerant, or they resent 
the charge that they will not look at what can be said 
against them. In religion men pride themselves on 
these things as evidence of profound Christian con
viction. And so they are.

I once called this establishment and moralization 
of the principle of intolerance “ Christianity’s Crown-

ing Crime,”  and I take that to be a scl n̂ ,j’nnof
accurate description. Nothing else:—the falsifie^' 

the pe°PDk.
records, the palming off of impostures on llij- ^  
slander of opponents, even the hundreds of t 10
of men and women that have been put to dead1'  

Sizingof
quite the demoralizing influence that the socW11*1 
intolerance by the Church had. Necessarily 1 ve 
cowardice and hypocrisy the place that shoU ^  
been occupied by courage and straightfor"
For many generations the Church took the jt 
ally daring and honest and destroyed thein-  ̂jt 
selected the lowest type to perpetuate the rilĈ ’ terrof, 
raised each generation in an atmosphere o ];$. 
with a deadly fear of questioning established 
From the region of religion it spread to ot her ) , y  
ments of life. It debased the moral cU.rrê eS{y. 9
robbing society of the value of intellectual h011 
sense of the importance of independent oph” (,ll'jt stiH 
to-day religion remains as intolerant as ever- t̂e 
persecutes where it can and how it can. Pe°f F 
and talk of the humanizing of religion. If ca. .
done. You cannot reform it, you can only

Chapman

t end
Cotf '̂

Bamboozling Believer3,

“ Tradition means giving votes to the most 
.all classes, our ancestors. It is the democracy °‘

K. CMstC
iW

boastful 1,11

o'*.- 

f to«-

T he clergv seldom admit their fear of Ifiee1tlalid
In pulpit and on platform they are ;lf”>
bold as brass. They never seem to tire of the h 
refrain, “  Who’s afraid?”  Behind the seel'd5’ p .  
ever, they arrange quietly the means of retreat-1 -«* 0*- 1̂
innately for civilization retreat is the order- V
day, and will continue to be so.. .  ________________  Since TreetJ V
has been organized the Army of the Lord has [¡e- 

The frontal attacks of the Freethinkers  ̂ec 
ginning to tell heavily, and the clergy are ge i P 
tremely nervous. Camouflage is being reS .  ̂
The “ Book of Common Prayer”  of the E"g 1  ̂
Church has been pruned of some of the i’ ’0̂  0f tb 
tionable features; and special juvenile editi0’1̂ , tl”1 
Christian Bible have been prepared so care !, 
nothing is permitted to remain which mo" ‘ 
the susceptibilities of adolescent youth. . 
clerical manoeuvres may help to deceive heheV'.()11 frd1' 
time, but it will not save the Christian Rehg1 
the fate of Druidism. not

The priestly stategy is clever, but it ca’1 „ ÎD15 f 
for long. To prune the barbarities of the “ 
may spare the blushes of Christian ladies a>’‘ .. pC 
clergymen, but it is a very risky and hazoF 
ceeding. The cure is as dangerous as tbe oft”1' 
tself. The “  Psalms ”  are an integral a"'1 ,D ,

David,” the

/

part of Holy Writ, and ____,
God’s own heart,”  is to closely allied with d’L, ------- . fllHl
ary figure of Christ to be thrown thus rudely .yo
ceremoniously to the

r UC imUVVH 111LiD x ,,

„ pubbish-heap without p 1’
results to Orthodoxy. It is not only a 
pair in this particular instance, but a precefe \\tr 
will exert, in the long run, anything b"t ‘ 
effect upon the entire Christian position. -e$ Pj 

These “  Psalms ”  were written many cent" .JlSpit,, 
and have been regarded by religious folks as 

>w. the clergv treat “  Kingutterances. Now, the clergy treat 
ith high-sniffing contempt, as if he were a”

orwho had dared to suggest a decent wage, 
who had gained too much publicity in the ne'v>
It is “  too deep for tears.”

What is wrong with these “  Psalms ” ? 
clergy, in mincing accents, declare that they flf 
Christian ”  in character, which is a polite " n-v

ile"

at - ,

1
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that they are utterly out of harmony with modem
f as- This is the sort of thing that the solicitous
clerSy do not wish their innocent congregations to read

The righteous shall rejoice when he seeth the ven
geance; he shall wash his feet in the blood outlie 
wicked. So that a man shall say, verily there is a 
yeward for the righteous, verily he is a God that 
judgetli in the earth.

llle quotation is not pretty, nor edifying, and it is 
1101 in any way remarkable for its “  spirituality.”  I n- 
'apPily, so many portions of the Christian Bible are 
®peti to as serious objection, as, for instance, the un- 

r passage : —i°vely

upon in Courts of Law. Men and women have even 
been punished for criticizing it. And, now, the dear 
clergy are actually admitting the force of that Free- 
thought criticism, which they once denounced so 
loudly and so insistently. It is the filial act of the 
divine comedy, the beginning of the end of the 
Christian Religion. Christianity has failed, not be
cause it is a religion, but because the cultural side of 
our civilization is more adequate.

M imnermus.

Christianity and Paganism.

When he shall be judged, let him be condemned; 
and let his prayer become sin. Let liis (lays be few , 
and let another take his office. Let fiis children be 
latherless, and his wife a widow. Let his children 
)e continually vagabonds, and beg, let them seek 
their bread also out of their desolate places.

And
lless •. again, here is another example of frightful-

. Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy
little ones against the stones.

Observe that the dear clergy have 
parted to pull “  God’s Word ”  to pieces. 
,0'vdlerized the “  Psalms,”  and “  David 
,',Vfor tardy, but none the less deserved

Daavid

themselves 
They have 
thus comes 

rebuke.
age - is now admitted by the clergy to he a sav- 
t|lr’ aild the defenders of Orthodoxy are obliged to 
a], old Oriental barbarian overboard in order to
]ii„ . Ve their own deity from the crimes and vices of

favourite.
e there Ire no mistake concerning this action of 

f0].^ f fgy. They are in full retreat. They have been'Jeder

• Ce'l to admit that the ‘ ‘Book of Common Prayer’tlr of
'no/"Rl'sh State Church is out of date and out of har- 

A with modern ideas. The language and toneof thes’sten nia,rr*a£e service, for example, is utterly incon- 
bool- Witb the present position of woman. 'The 
Praj; ls bar too monarchical in sentiment, containing 
"'bibfS 0̂r individual members of the Royal Family, 
Va», " le entire Democracy is fobbed off with a few 
iti0]1 lpSenfences. In other words, the “  Book of Com- 
elain. rayer ”  itself is perst praying for in a country

If
Hi
e0ri.

ng to be civilized.
fhe clergy themselves are compelled to admit that

t,r Frayer Book is so faulty, what is to he said con
op6j'Ufi the Christian Bible ? This sacred volume is 
a,id tf> aF the objections of the Stale Prayer Book, 

This Oriental Bible is full of questionable 
liila|er’ From the first error in “  Genesis ”  to the 
is „...aljsurdity in “  Revelation,” much of the writing
Ijj J'' °f harmony with twentieth century civilization 

G - tte

ill fo
ljip,'r many places in the earlier books

pages are full of the scuffles
of this 

of savages,
'' llOSt* n ' "OlVjj wrows are “  drunk with blood,”  to adapt its 
¡tges ^beate phraseology. There are also many pass- 
fciiCfc "hich can no longer be read aloud in tlie pres- 

1 a mixed congregation. As for the New Testa- 
sl,0c ’ Die moral perceptions of the present-day are 
to s the awful doctrine of eternal punishment,

' ll°fhing of the still more awful dogma of Hell

dear clergy know all these things, and are scek-

ure

. Ti
kig ^
i\*sp Canionfla£e these horrors so as to retain the 
Shia,(l °f their congregations, and, incidentally, safe- 

D'eir comfortable salaries.
hot 1S Clerical move of mutilating their own Bible is 
0rc);a Pffltry matter. The Christian Bible is not an 
of p"ai;y book.
*M arliament.

afl its unseemly passages into the hands of

It is stamped as God’s Word by Act 
It is forced, including the “  Psalms,”

er- >n schools. It is used as a fetish for swearing

[Concluded from page 564.)

It would take too long to go into the cause of the 
greatness and prosperity of the Roman Empire. 
Suffice it to say that the main cause was, to put it 
shortly, that when Rome subdued an enemy, far from 
wishing to crush it out of existence, she allowed it to 
carry on under its own institutions, in so far as they 
did not clasli with the laws of the Empire; while her 
legions protected it from outside aggression. The 
Empire conferred the inestimable boon of the Pax 
Romana, the Roman Peace. It put down piracy, 
brigandage, and lawlessness with a strong hand. 
Across the frontiers the barbarians were constantly on 
the watch to break through the hedge of spears, at the 
first favourable opportunity.

“ Thine, Roman, is the pilnm :
Roman, the sword is thine,
The even trench, the bristling mound 
The legion’s ordered line; ”  12

Not because the Romans loved fighting for its own 
sake, but because it was a necessity for their very ex
istence, the wars under the Empire were entirely 
defensive. The conquered races soon became recon
ciled under the beneficent Roman rule, and, eventu
ally proud of their citizenship in the mighty Empire, 
under whose strong hands the roads and highways by 
land and sea were made safe for commerce as they 
had never been before, and were destined never to be 
again for inore than a thousand years after the col
lapse of the Empire.

Under these conditions the population of the Empire 
prospered exceedingly. Merchants became wealthy, 
and they did not selfishly hoard their wealth but spent 
it in the public service, making their towns and cities 
— which sprang up wherever the legions set foot—  
splendid with buildings for public use and recreation.
“ F'or centuries,”  says Professor Reid, “  the outflow 
of private wealth for public purposes was great and 
incessant throughout the towns of the ancient world. 
If the material resources of that age and this he com
pared, it will be seen that the ancients far outshone 
the moderns itt generosity directed to public ends.”  ”  
Says the same historian : “  Every ancient city’ was 
ambitious that its public buildings, with costly artistic 
decorations, should rival those of other cities which 
came into comparison with it, and resources were not 
uncommonly strained in the competition.”  11 And 
further : —

The passion in the old world for nobility in all the 
instruments and appurtenances of public and com
mon life, which gave to insignificant towns, build
ings and adornments that would now, if perfect, 
enable them to rival in interest many of the most • 
considerable modern capitals. The civic pride in 
such possessions and rivalry between city and city

12 Macaulay : The Prophecy of Capys.
13 J. S. Reid: The Municipalities of the Roman Empire. 

p. 14.
■ 4 Ibid. p. 459.
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'in respect to them have practically died out of the
. modern world. (J .S. Reid : The Municipalities oj 

the Roman Empire, p. 494.)

Says Sir Samuel Dill, in that fine study of Roman 
civilization under the Empire : “  The great Stoic doc
trine of the brotherhood and equality of men, as mem
bers of a world-wide commonwealth, which was des
tined to inspire legislation in the Antonine age, was 
openly preached in the reigns of Caligula and 
Nero.”  15 16 And further : —

The material splendour and municipal life in the 
Antonine Age are externally its greatest glory. It 
was pre-eminently a sociable age, an age of cities. 
From the wall of Hadrian to the edge of the Sahara 
towns sprang up everywhere with as yet a free 
civic life. It was an age of engineers and architects, 
who turned villages into cities and built cities in the 
desert, adorned with temples and stately arches and 
basilicas, and feeding their fountains from the 
springs of distant hills. The rich were popular 
and never had they to pay so heavily for popularity 
and power. (S. Dill : Roman Society from Nero to 
Marcus Aurelius, p. 4.)

But there was no compulsion in the matter; they 
paid willingly and gladly : ‘ ‘ The lavish generosity
of Pliny is a commonplace of social history,”  says the 
same historian, but “  there were many men and 
women in obscure municipalities all over the world, 
who were as generous and public-spirited as Pliny.”  
(p. 193.) We know from Roman history, say those 
very able historians of labour J. L. and Barbara Ham
mond : “  how great an importance was given to 
public beauty; how lavishly the rich, and even the 
middle classes, spent their money on theatres, baths, 
libraries, and temples; how widely, as Greenidge put 
it, the supply to the poor of what we call luxuries was 
deemed an obligation of wealth. The civilization of 
that Empire is known as Graeco-Roman, just because 
it kept this Greek tradition and spread it under 
different forms all over the Western World.”  IC 
Against this the same writers present a picture of the 
towns in our own country when great fortunes were 
being made during the eighteenth and down to the 
middle of the nineteenth centuries : —

A visitor coming from the ancient world to Man
chester and Leeds in 1830 would have been struck by 
their wealth, but he would have noticed that it was 
wealth owned by private persons and displayed, 
where it was displayed, in private magnificance. 
For though the new Englishman was richer than the 
Greek or the Roman, the new English city was 
poorer than the Greek or Roman city : poorer in its 
looks, its possessions, its ambitions, and the range 
and dignity of its desires and enjoyments. The new 
town had no share in the arts or culture of the time. 
De Quincey said at the beginning of the century 
that no great city could present so repulsive an ap
pearance as the Manchester of his day. Lyon Play
fair told the Health of Towns Commission in 1844, 
that in all Lancashire there was outy one town, Pres
ton, with a public park, and only one, Liverpool, 
with public baths. Popular theatres and galleries, 
public libraries and museums were almost un
known.17

The immense fortunes made at this period, when 
England was the workshop of the world, were spent 
by the makers upon their own selfish gratification : 
“  Private splendour was as much a mark of the early 
industrial age as public meanness; the elegance of the 
great house as the gracelessness of the new town. 
The great house symbolized the pride the great lord

15 S. Dill : Roman Society from Nero to Marcus Aurelius. 
P- 3-

16 J. L. and Barbara Hammond : The Age of the 
Chartists, p. 10.

17 fbld. p. 30.

took in his place in the national life. The rnal’ tnl0. 
with its libraries, galleries, parks, reflected die a 0f 
sphere of authority of history, of taste and maim^j,^ 
a life active, spacious, and delightful.”  (p- 347-' 
governing class drew those who acquired weal * 
its orbit : “  Hence the uninvested wealth of *■ e v

seating » 'dustrial Revolution was largely used for cr 
territorial families
country.”  (p. 34S.; rx very large uuiu^- 
immense princely mansions in London have

with mansions and estates 1 
(p. 348.) A  very large number of

1 hive
pulled down since the war, simply because the c j 
their upkeep was too great. Fergussen, the ^  
authority on Architecture, says that ” 'there t 
probably at least a couple of hundred of these b

Scotia 
„ 1.» Alb'manorial mansions erected in England and 

during the course of the eighteenth century.' 
nine-tenths of them, he tells 11s, were stone.

As for the part of Christianity played in the - 
the Roman Empire we shall deal with that in °l,r 
article. W. ^

fall of

Matthew Tindal the Deist-

Icafl'
T he son of a clergyman, Matthew Tindal was a 
ing exponent of eighteenth century rationahS111̂ ^  
first saw the sun in Devonshire about 1657• 
at Oxford he studied jurisprudence, held a laŴ  £0l!;- 
ship at All Souls’ College, and entered D o cto r s ^  
mons in London as an advocate. In 1685 his re
mind led him to embrace Roman Catholicism) 
reverted to Protestantism in 1688.

His earlier essays attracted little attention 
1705, when Tindal was approaching fifty.

b*bn*

but
i*  p-r.i /uu, niicii x muai was approacnmg iniy, - .j. ill

lished a work that awakened considerable interê oJjg 
religious circles. The title of this book is a tli 

: The Rights of the Christian Church, asS 
against the Romish and all other Priests i»h° .^1- 
an Independent Power over it. The sinister ^  
ences of the clergy, especially w hen they cla”?eS$l 1 
right to control the consciences of men are fei,r „yl 
exposed. Any Church independent of the teI11 gelf' 
power must ever remain opposed to reform- 
governing and controlling ecclesiastical iiistitP  ̂ j  
perpetuate ancient abuses and foster the gr°'' ^ee- 
new ones. They are the inveterate enemies °* ep

' ! tercised independent authority, nothing save eV is 
ensued. Where the sovereignty of clericm1® 
curbed as in Denmark and Holland there we "  pf

seC ,1the greatest progress and prosperity. The _ 
State must be supreme both in temporal and sp1̂  
affairs. An independent Church possessing P° 
excommunication might eventually override *- ^  
control of the rights of life and property. 
secular authority itself cannot claim divine upw j,y 
ment, for Government was originally establis',e ce
the popular will. Tindal’s work is a masterly daf^
of Erastianism. Naturally, the clergy were e  ̂
and alarmed. Pressure was brought to bear, 
author, publisher and printer were prosecuted- 
advertised the book and it ran through four e<1 ,, ¡>1 

Tindal proceeded to pen A Defence of the R 
the Christian Church. This work, by order 0^0$ 
Lower House of Parliament was burnt by the c° 
hangman. It was denounced for many years as in
verse infidel production. Gibson, Bishop of
prepared a pastoral against it, in which he • o> 
that Tindal’s essay was designed for the 
undermining religion, lind al answered his 
with An Address to the Inhabitants of Lond°'^y
---------------------------------------------------  —■ l̂ii'
18 J. Fergussen : History of the Modern Styles °f 

tecture (1902. Vol II., p. 67.



THE FREETHINKER13, 1931

In th;1ÌnSter: Two editions of this were called for.
thls Publication Tindal espouses the cause of the....... . x luum espouses iuc “ ll

, 'eists. and foreshadows his subsequent work Chnst- 
as Old as Creation. This last, Tindal s most 

aifu s  work ran through four editions in three years,
,nd 'vas stigmatized on the one side, and acclaimed on 

th« other

Christianity
as the Bible of Deism.

>stit as Old as Creation appeared in 1730. It
an outstanding document in the annals of 

an<j °uSht. So deeply did it impress men’s minds
to last',n‘en’s passions that it called forth from “ first 
one 1 ’ as Mr. J. M. Robertson informs us, “  over 

and fifty replies, at home and abroad.”  
.\Tatllr s unswerving faith in the benign God of 
suCCfcre Pr°ved firmer than that of his Freethought 
sPirafS°rS’ ^Ut *ds arguments against the divine in- 
Str ‘°n a.nd morality of the Scriptures have gathered 
°ri&in 1 S” 1Ce llis time- To Tindal, a pure religion, 
heart’a - Implanted by the benevolent divinity in the 
the * °t men had been darkened and corrupted by 
dotai ac"'nations of an interested and immoral sacer- 
"ere tCas*.e> "The Hebrew and Christian Scriptures 
Heilt ° him “  a mere duplicate of the original docu- 
sutris " r'tten upon the hearts of men.”  And he thus 
great !ds case : "  Natural religion, which is of the 
statulest unportance to mankind, and is a perpetual 
h'Shes  ̂ nde ôr nien meanest, as well as the
tli0se. capacity, carries its own evidence with it, 
be sajanterua* Inseparable marks of truth; but can that 

'fj any religion which depends on traditions?”
SOf;
the .Substitute for the peerless religion manifested i

Was convinced that revelation provided a
___ vxxv. iwpo i vu^iuu luannwoiwu 111

C i'n ita b le  masterpieces of the Governor of Nature.
' how Tindal could have met Bishop Butler’s in

d e n t  0f
^noetUt
Hni,. t „c°nceive.

Nature, red in tooth and claw, we 
Yet, Tindal’s contention that the 

ltl°raiqSCr‘ptures possess no internal evidences of 
4etersl y or reliability proves conclusive. The diar
io I^avid and other divine favourites are shown

got her to be his wife, by which conduct he
H’e '̂n °Ue of them, who entreated him well for her

iscjja anything but edifying. Great Father Abraham 
Witlj, i>ed with the contraction of an incestuous union 
Hot e half sister. And, demands T ind al: “  Did he 
disow„ eavour to betray her chastity to two kings, in

from

tati1(̂ lTlen and maid servants, sheep, oxen, asses and 
besjj S’ and from the other a thousand pieces of silver, 

oxen, men and women servants? And 
for rj uh-dy afterwards his faith was counted to him 
till q* a*-e°usness, did he not doubt of God’s promise, 

"Ti 1 sp°be 1° him in a deep sleep?”
^Psat’ 'S cnt'c' sms were not confined to the old dis- 
Arist *011- The moral treatises of the great teachers 
3ti(j e and Cicero in ancient, and those of Grotius 
the e;, !Se"dorf in modern times rise far superior to 
'v'iti >1C£d sections of the New Testament. While the 
$istein&s °f the Pagan philosophers are clear and con- 
dfrtio l̂e ^ osPels abound in obscurities and contra- 
'H pr°lls; The sentimental Socialism of Jesus would 
5c'en'1Ĉ Ce subvert tte  entire social fabric. As for the 

êreC,e Scripture, findal derided the physics of the 
'n (-/ Writers. The tale of the creation of the rainbow 
se. tmesis is palpably absurd. Christ’s parable of the6(1 ,1 — "• --------- 1 . "
'ased"at is doomed to die before il can &ernnllate is 

bpon biological ignorance. There is scarce a 
as notkp^maj} so ignorant,”  comments Tindal, 

billed V" ’ ^ at if the seed thrown into the earth is 
V r  !y drought or dies by any other accident, it 

•p, r'ses.”
ta!ré U',1' s Deistic writings powerfully influenced Vol- 
lbr0lj ' ' ‘’ose ceaseless activities broadcast Freethought 
^  ()»t the world. The first English Deist to 
Point '^ b e  Scriptures in detail from the ethical stand-"nt, m-. — *----------------------
'■ oiy’ lndal proved a splendid pioneer for the later

onetrating and permanent students of the nine-
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teenth century in the realms of constructive and des
tructive Rationalism alike.

Even in our broader day religionists are apt to as
sume that the sceptic’s character is unsound. Yet, in 
an age when Christian charity was rarer still, the most 
serious charge urged against Tindal by his spiteful 
enemies was that of table intemperance. This accusa
tion is confined to gluttony, for when the wine circu
lated Tindal’s triumphs in his verbal combats with his 
Christian adversaries were freely attributed to the cir
cumstance that he drank much less than they. Indeed, 
one writer tells 11s that “  he led a life conformable to 
the sublimest Rules of Morality.”  Although Tin
dal’s fatal illness was accompanied by the deepest 
suffering, he met his end with the resolution and resig
nation of a Stoic. Tindal’s writings are those of a 
man of lofty bearing inspired by earnestness and sin
cerity. There is nothing in his compositions that 
even remotely resembles the snarling animadversions 
and libidinous suggestiveness of Swift, who, whatever 
his real religion may have been, was, in his male
volent moods, the most vindictive and venemous pen
man of his century.

T. F. Palmer.

The Inquisition in New Spain.

Of the lore generally known in Mexico, there is a 
popular tag describing the Inquisition : —

“  Un Santo Cristo, dos candeleros.
Un pobre diablo, y  dos majaderos.”

“  One Holy Christ and two candles.
One poor devil and two scoundrels . . .”

Beyond a doubt this description is apocalyptic, for 
few made openly such slighting statements about the 
Holy Tribunal of New Spain while it was in active 
function. Only some of its victims snicker, most of 
them members of the “  cursed sect of Jews,” which 
has for some years been corrupting the country, and 
these wolves in the guise of lambs mix with the faith
ful flock, making mischief.

Indeed, it was chiefly on account of the cursed and 
circumcised sect that the Inquisition declared its ser
vices were needed. Other offenders were heretics, 
bigamists, revolutionary propagandists, blasphemers, 
rebel priests, imposters, and a great number of 
witches, of which a celebrated class were “  negresses 
who spoke through their chests.”  The native 
heathen were rarely “  tampered ” with, because it 
was doubtful whether they had human souls to save. 
“ Soon after the founding of the Tribunal,”  says a 
Church historian, “  the cells were filled with 
prisoners. The copious mob did not have room in 
the dungeons, so that some strong houses were taken, 
and with great secrecy new jails Were planned and 
built therein. No one knew of them until they were 
filled . . . obliging the Inquisition to build more, 
which was done, with such short and easy execution, 
though not at low cost, that they can better be called 
fortresses than jails.”

Public autos-da-fi or “  Acts of Faith,”  when 
prisoners duly investigated and convicted were 
handed over to the civil authorities for punishment—  
prescribed by the Inquisition— were held every ten 
years, and smaller private Autos every year or two. 
The Holy Tribunal was founded in Mexico about the 
year 1550. When New Spain was at its richest, 
there must have been a great number of circumcised 
mixing with the faithful flock, for Autos were more 
frequent, and were recorded as notable among other 
things because of the number and “  depravity ”  of 
the processes.

However, the focus of a really brilliant auto-da-fe



5Ö2 THE FREETHINKER September i3>

was not upon the prisoners, they were details neces
sary to the intricate ceremonious holy-days which 
theoretically they occasioned. The gravity of the 
case lay elsewhere. Upon these days the political 
wheels ground with subtle precision, the vice-regal 
court and the Church Officials supped and conversed 
in contrapuntal social elegance; the ladies stepped out 
on flowered balconies in new and tiny satin shoes, and 
in the plaza where the circus-like structure for the 
auto-da-jé was being hammered together appeared 
booths for fresh lemonade and hot fried mouthfuls, 
and Indian craft displays, prettily hung in carnival 
fashion with fringes of coloured tissue paper and 
wreaths. The stadium itself was arranged in sections 
and decorated according to the rank of the destined 
occupants. The strata open to the sun, like the cheap 
sections of modern bull-rings were for thé populace, 
commanded to attend on pain of “  fearful curses,”  
coaxed with promise of indulgences, and faintly 
menaced with the significance of absence as fit matter 
for investigation by Inquisition agents.

Above the wooden planks of the populace was the 
vice-regal box hung with richly decorated tapestries. 
His seat was of black silk embroidered in gold. For 
his feet there was a cushion of purple velvet. At his 
right, a small table, richly covered with black and 
gold, upon which rested the Cross, the book for Mass 
and two small bells for signalling.

On one side the chairs of the Inquisitors covered 
with crimson velvet, with cushions of the same for 
back and foot. This matter of the seats was a sub 
ject severely disputed, and as to the cushions, they 
were alluded to only with exceeding tact, as in a hand
book of instructions for Inquisitors, whose author 
says : “  Under the awning should sit the Viceroy and 
the Inquisitors in their proper order, the oldest In 
quisitor at the left of the least old, and the Viceroy 
at the right of the oldest, and in between the other 
Inquisitors, members of the court, and Chief of 
Guards . . .  on French chairs, none of them of vel
vet, except that of the Viceroy with two cushions as 
has been stated, and no one else has them, though 
once an Inquisitor, Moya de Contreras by name, at
tempted to have a cushion at his feet, being just then 
Archbishop-elect, and for this he was given permission 
by the Viceroy— likely to cleanse, it was suspected, 
himself of certain personal venalities— but it was 
strongly opposed by his fellow-inquisitor Bonnila, and 
thus he did not secure it and therefore absented him
self, excusing this on the grounds of ‘ illness.’ ”

The same author gives further information of an 
Auto site : “  In the middle of the Arena, a platform, 
of different levels for the different grades of prisoners, 
with a pulpit at one end, an altar, covered with beauti
fully engraved-silver service, and a niche for the green 
cross, symbol of the Inquisition.” The prisoner’s box 
which faced the pulpit, consisted of standing room 
with a post on it, and an iron ring to which he was 
fastened. The handbook advises “  cords and gags 
for the possible use of prisoners who, as sometimes 
occurs, take some liberty . . . and disturb the rever
ence and respect due to the occasion.”  It is not clear 
for whom he suggests “  a coach or retreat privily pre
pared.”

Thus carefully premeditated, the aulo-da-fé was 
formerly initiated by the Inquisition’s long and ex
quisitely worded invitation to the Viceroy on parch
ment, with seals. It was solemnly received, meticu
lously answered. On one occasion the clerical mes
senger who bore it having come perhaps a little 
hurriedly, the Viceroy received him standing, where
as another messenger, a secular army officer who came 
shortly after was given a chair, and because of this 
there came about correspondence in which the In
quisition insisted upon its deep hurt and lamented the

slight and insult inflicted upon it in the person 
messenger, who testified in several long epistles 1
he had been received and delivered his message 
ing

of its
J ho«'
stand"

Flourish of trumpets and tolling of bells initi^’ 
the preliminary parade of the sentenced, on the

first

morning of the aula-da-jé. But the nobles and In

quisition officers lent the real éclat to the proce.
essiofl’

Thus the chronicler in 1659 records that the Vicerof

rode in the cavalcade dressed in black satin over
rose,

with gold embroideries and jewelled buttons
satin embroider^

The 
in 

In theChief of Guards wore blacl
silver, and his horse’s trappings of the same. .tQf 
second parade, on the following day, the InQ111 ^  
was garbed in most magnificent raiment, and wore^ 
tiara, and the nobles all appeared in very Iicl f5 
tumes, making a brilliant assembly. The P^°preis

. . ... .... re)
the sanbenito ”  (garment of infamy and disg^^ 
of a negative impenitent bore flames and demons  ̂ ^

was marked
yellow ground and had a hood, that of one 
merely pardoned and flogged 
simple green cross.

The audience that witnessed these parrades was

large, it included, noble ladies and their attend‘d ,

eV̂ 1on balconies, priests, monks, negroes, mulattos, 0 
.Spanish grooms, in short, the whole population 
the not yet recognized wolves were not absent- j  

The ceremony opened with Mass and the C3 . 
the Viceroy, who, as representative of the civil a" jy 
ities swore, “  To uphold the authority of the  ̂
Tribunal, to grant its officials all they are entit 
have, by reason of their august and divine PoS‘ ^  
to give the Church and its officials the privile£eS
to them, and that any man condemned b'r j(l
'Tribunal was condemned by him, and that he. + its 1obey the orders of the Tribunal and carry out j ^
structions faithfully, with the aid of Christ a" j,. 
the glory of God and our Holy Mother the

for the coP o{Bells tolled “  amen,”  a mourning 
mob of lost souls . . . standing where the sea jje 
the populace ended. Then came the reading 0 
cases. Most of them were very long, and they (jlC 
considered slowly, partly in order not to fatig11̂  j]ir 
court, partly because it was hoped that all 'vefe $ed 
pressed by the occasion, and that some of the acĈ io
might confess. Each evening 
days the impénitents were 
priests, none of whom could have

during the
visited in their ceHs

\>1

less than ‘ t]c
academic degrees, for they must be prepared to qX U
in theological discussion with the prisoners "i 
to drive the demons from their souls. TortuU 
been the preliminary, and part of the PrcV j3$t 
mechanism of investigation. Reasoning was thc 
resort. Up to the moment of lighting the hret', jf 
prisoner was “  exhorted to confess and repent- . e, 
he did, he would be pardoned, which meant tha 
or she, would burn only once. pi

This is the boon commemorated by the ima§ 
Our Lady of the Pardon,”  which hangs ,0 ^  

cathedral of Mexico. It was painted by the unn aS 
Simon Pereins, about whom there is a long dispu 
to whether or no he was a Jew. The burden 0 
contention that he was lies in the nature of \

note'
’ of ‘llC

mark for which he was imprisoned. He stated̂  * ,<]
he preferred to paint the charms of a lady of PeS'1 ()ii 
blood to the less tangible beauties of a Madonna- ^
account of his illness, his request to be given P' 
and brush was granted. After this he refused 
mit even the guards who brought food. How bc. c\e 
and by what light he painted is part of the 111 
which was revealed when the day for an alit°̂ cfô
came, and the Priests found Pereins in rapture

of iiP
the image of a lady be had made on the inside 1 
prison door. He was pardoned and burned, tl1̂

1
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011 " as granted on account of the miracle whose 
aSent he had heen. . .

n the day for pardons and burnings, the Inquisi- 
'°n. served breakfast to its guests, both noble and nn- 

Pet>itent. But, at least in 1659 “  none of those who 
cre to be executed partook from the generous repast 

¡*r,Ved in the dungeons.”  Contrast the social decorum 
eed to the deportment of the lady wife of the \ ice- 

°y> who by invitation once visited the Tribunal, wit- 
,Cised a few examinations, made the round of the 
"I'geons, and then, accompanied by her maids of 

r,°nour and by nobles and Inquisitors, repaired to a 
lumber which was sumptuously hung with red vel- 

- , ea and decorated with flowers, opening out on a 
cacony from which she afterwards viewed the pro- 
ession of the sentenced, 

the ’

ed that in none of the public entertainments
retiiark,
given 

! she

. , reakfast cost, in wines alone, a large sum. She

had st|ln '̂er ^onour had she been so well pleased, nor 
ljjVg, e eaten more to her taste. It was generally be- 
heret;- lat W ions of demons caused the perversity of
tised
tretiec1 especially of the cursed sect of the circum-

X .X .
(To be concluded.)

Acid Drops.

cheek*,-n£ cheeh, and of all varieties Christian 
been f n ^le toughest. In Australia our example has 
P°ots. °Wed and Churches are free of taxation. But the 
SiiJ Church of Christ (Victoria) has a tenuis court, 
W  1 this there was a tax of £2 10s. due. So in for- 
'Vas n " the cheque it was pointed out that the Church 
And t]U 111 hinds, and would the Council remit the tax. 
hip ,,'e Council returned the cheque! That really does

thc biscuit.

girls ' S tell of one method of laying ghosts. Two 
ghost CfC ’n a farmyard near Lisbon when they saw a 
stea(| 'vh° is said to strangle his victims. The girls, bi
as js behaving in a properly orthodox manner— such 

by most Spiritualistic experts when inter- 
gliost  ̂ a khost, threw some large stones at it, and the 
'kad ls now in hospital with several stitches in his

about it. Again, Airs. A. M. Henderson, is repotted as 
saying, “ Rhetoric is a lost art in this country.”  If she 
would spend an hour or two in what has been called the 
People’s Forum, near the Marble Arch, not to mention 
the Law Courts and the House of Commons or the Con
gress Hall, Clapton, or the City Temple, she will 
find a good deal more rhetoric than of anything else, 
and, if she gets tired of it at the first-mentioned resort, 
she can get relief at the N.S.S. platform there. To do 
the Observer justice we must quote, from Mr. St. John 
Erviue’s autobiographical instalment in the same issue, 
a sentence which is much more deserving of a place 
among the sayings of the week, namely: “ The world 
is coming to its senses about child-birth, in spite of the 
strenuous attempts of celebate priests to keep it out of 
its wits, and men think, not with pride, but with shame, 
of Queen Anne, who bore seventeen infants that were 
too sickly to survive.”

Apologists for Christianity never lack audacity, nor is 
their a better example of this than the quite common 
suggestion that the Middle Ages, when Christianity was 
at tlie height of its power, prestige and patronage, are 
not properly described, as tliey usually are, as the dark 
ages. So the man in the street refers to them, and, when 
he is not playing the apologist for religion, Mr. Chester
ton backs the man in the street against the expert all 
the time. But when lie is in that position it is quite 
another story. Then lie says something like this : “  the 
chief tiling about the dark ages is that they were not 
dark.”  Every branch of research has contributed its 
quota to the indictment of the Christian religion in 
power, and we note in a recently published history of 
Masks, Mimes and Miracles, by Allardyce Niclioll, in 
which the author has gone very thoroughly over the 
whole of the recorded chronicles of these arts that, even 
so conservative a reviewer as the writer in the Times 
Literary Supplement, that “  we must admit that during 
the Middle Ages dramatic and mimetic art outside the 
recognized religious plays passes under a cloud which 
makes its features hard to discern.” Mr. Nieholl himself 
points out the Church made every effort possible to sup
press the secular theatre, and adds that "  the mime 
takes the whole of life for his province, and, like nature 
itself, lias naught to do either with morality or religion.” 
Thus, the more the by-ways of knowledge are explored 
the clearer it becomes that art and literature, like 
science, have prevailed not by the aid of religion, but 
despite centuries of repressive legislation and enactment 
mainly clerical in origin.

this is quite wrong. The proper method would
e®h to have reported the matter to the nearest 

Some “  psychic experts ’
s e

organization.
'he  ̂ 1 len have been appointed who would have taken 
'■ 1° av ° sitions of the two g ills, weighed them, counted 
hi-, "Hals in tli/. for-nnriirri noted the colour of the»riy^i’Hals in the farmyard,

*Hyth.®en anyone in that neighbourhood who liad done
sver , 1,1 the farmyard wall, enquired whether there had 

been ...... __________________ .......1

•1|,f)ress  ̂Wronk, al'd held some "seances”— a much 11
1 Ve word than either “ meeting” or “ sitting,” 

ĵ lt - n s<jletnnly placed the case on record as a reinark- 
jhaliy . “ ic experience of two ignorant peasant girls. 
F If‘brU - pe°P,e are encouraged to go about heaving 
^Per]^ aP ghosts we shall soon be ghostless. No 

- trained ghost would attend anywhere in such 
bees. Ghosts must be expected to stand on 

k'dty as well as other folk.
He^^^ances.

UlVtl

n
Here’c nrc few places in contemporary
W e k_reater nonsense

newspapers
__ „___... consistently published as in

( ‘"bintj.stores named “ Savings of the W eek” ; 
4 jUcV f,°m Speeches,” etc. By way of example, and 

^1C matter by  the best rather than the worst 
J,\'„,. > We will mention two from last week’s

V Scr~'crjV,th ^  ’ Mr. Reginald Berkeley scores a bull’s eye 
''h i a((<; Allowing profundity : “  Freedom from worry 
; “air ’bale towards life— a matter of realizing that this 
,7 W o, 1 nk aFve is only part of a great mystery that 
j F-aii^,, a,'d behind life." But how can Mr. Berkeley 
' \Vqjjj , this “ great mystery ” ? and if he can, surely 

1 he better worth publishing than his aphorism

From the same journal we cull a moving passage from 
the obituary notice of the late Sir Hall Caine, who, 
we are now informed immediately after his death—there 
is no limit to Methodist necessity— was “  as recently as 
a week before he was stricken down,”  thinking of help
ing “ the Methodist film campaign ” ! .Sir Hall Caine, 
looking out ’ from Mount Greeba on the Isle of Alan 
“ often gazed upon that scene thinking out bis plots; 
and no doubt bis mind went to the Good Shepherd on 
the hills of Galilee as his ear caught the bleat of the 
mountain sheep.” Comment would be indecent; but 
quotation is inimitable.

“  A Tramping Alethodist,”  a minister, is “ Hiking in 
Wesley’s Footsteps ”  round the shires, and his peregrin
ations and calls at Alethodist churches, chapels, schools, 
houses, and institutions, recorded in the Methodist 
Times, make anything but lively reading. Last week 
the hiker was in Gloucester, and taking occasion to visit 
the old cottages wherein Robert Raikes founded his Sun
day schools, notes that “  their present condition and 
occupants seem to show a lack of appreciation for the 
great interest of these houses both for Gloucester and 
our Sunday School Unions.”  Nor was this clerical tramp 
more fortunate in bis experiences at the chapels. At the 
village of Berkeley was a chapel seating 150, where the 
members of one family, together with “  the organist, 
another relative, and from fifteen lo twenty children form 
the entire Sunday congregation.”  But “ numerous young 
men in the district idle away much time in the Square, 
and cannot be brought into the church,” although 
“ there appear to be a few counter-attractions especially
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on Sundays; it is just the difficulty of capturing the in
terest of these fellows!”

Coming to Gloucester City, the tramping parson finds 
at the Northgate Chapel “  a quiet and dull congrega
tion.” The chapel seats 1,000, and the congregation con
sists of about 200 of the better sort,”  who strike the visi
tor as being “ a little too comfortable.”  Next he went 
to a P.S.A. at Lower Barton Street P.M. Chapel, where 
“  a gentleman plays a pianoforte solo, and those present 
stand to sing an unintelligible prayer.”  Two hundred 
and fifty sittings, but the “  crowd consists of seventeen 
elderly people, including the pianist and speaker.”  The 
Stroud Road U.M. Church being the next halt, is cele
brating an anniversary, but “  there are about 200 present 
leaving room for one hundred more.”  Well may the 
“  tramping Methodist ”  say that he had not Wesley’s ex
perience of “ the troublesome multitudes,”  of which 
Wesley said “  the mob was considerable, but an honest 
magistrate, taking the matter in hand, quickly tamed 
the beasts of p e o p l e The italics are ours, and there 
we will leave this revelation of church attendance among 
the Methodists.

Dr. Louis Neulsen, European bishop of the U.S.A. 
Methodist Episcopal Church, has been interviewed by an 
English religious journal. Speaking of Russia, he says : 
“  I have been five times to Bolshevik Russia, and my 
services were undisturbed. So far as my own personal 
observation went, people were free to go to church. I 
could preach and I had Bibles printed there, though I 
do not now know what has become of them.”

Speaking about the position of his Church in Germany, 
Dr. Neulsen says :—

Though we are recognized as a State Church, we have 
no State support, as we had none before the war. There 
is 110 Republican hostility, and our people are relieved of 
any State religious tax . . .  As to our people’s political 
sympathies, of course they are loyal to the new Re
public. But here you must not let your own experience 
of Labour or. Socialism mislead you about us. The 
Labour Party is anti-religious. It never had Christian 
leadership as you had in England—think of your Mr. 
Henderson, or the Prime Minister, or Mr. Snowden; we 
have nothing parallel to that. The State Church of Ger
many drove their Socialists into anti-religion, and so 
ultimately into revolution. Our Methodists would, of 
course, like to see a more Christian Republic, and per
haps a more monarchical form of Government like you 
have in England, yet with full democratic rights and 
influence—that would be a godsend to us.

T11 Austria, adds Dr. Neulsen, “  there is a fierce fight 
proceeding between the Church and Socialism, and both 
are down on Protestantism. We have legal rights here, 
it is true, but the Roman priesthood makes the lives of 
our Methodist people a torture . . .  I often hear it said, 
‘ It is hell to go to church in a .Socialist state.’ ”

The Bishop of Carlisle laments that it is very hard to 
teach people reverence in Church.. He thinks that lack 
of reverence may be due to a crouching attitude being 
adopted instead of kneeling. There may be something 
in this interpretation of the alleged fact. After all a 
man who stands up is reminded that he is a man. When 
crouching there is the suggestion of a leap to 
an upright position. But when lie is kneeling 
there is the full suggestion of weakness and help
lessness, and there is nothing like this that helps to 
make a man a really good Christian and fit for heaven. 
It will he remembered that the angels who did dare to 
stand up in heaven were all kicked out and sent to hell. 
Shut your eyes, bow the body, stop any kind of critical 
thinking, these are the three essentials of the genuinely 
saintly character.

From the Pastoral Address issued by the Wesleyan 
Conference we learn that what is best in the Puritan has 
been one of the chief elements in the national greatness.

September i3> ^3^

Lest this should seem incredible, the explanation is £T
that :— cavM’11?The true Puritan is not one who is for ever 0f

at the pleasures of others, still less is he the en o0
beauty in art and letters; he is, indeed, a serious jet 
because he knows the infinite value of human j-vCs 
against the background of God and eternity, n 
. . .  as ever in his great Taskmaster’s eye. .

If “ the true Puritan is not one (etc.),”  then there 
be a deuce of a lot of “  untrue ”  Puritans abou • ^  
Puritan, as we have observed him, is a solemn as;,c0in. 
spends most of his leisure hours endeavouring _ to ̂  ^
pel other people to conform to his narrow notion̂ ,̂̂  
warped ideas. This reveals him as a colossal ^  
His colossal egoism, his avowal of personal hutnuj 
itch for interfering, and his stupid assumption ol ^  
“  called ”  to control the lives and conduct of othe ’ } 
the infallible signs of the true Puritan. We sk® to- 
lot of convincing that he can possibly have help 
wards the national greatness. But it must be stv"~ 
Puritan himself declares i t !

Dr. Fisher, Warden of New College, Oxford, has 
that “  the Church of England is Erastian in its c0!̂  ¡y 
tion, Calvinistic in its doctrines, and Roman . ¡f 

. ..........................................................  anofflO‘u ,ritual.”  The more fun that is poked at our
established religion the sooner we are likely to ge^ ' 
it. A correspondent sends us a rhyme apropos
recent dust up in the law  courts and elsewhere bet"' 

/er s«1iineDr. Barnes and the Archbishop of Canterbury, ov~- 
clergyman and his “ liv in g” in the former’s dl 
This rhyme, which applies to the parson, needs^fej

#>!ist

also apply to the Bishop, who, as he has admitted. 5 
the parson’s contempt for the mere law :—

“ The talk about authority 
But where the shoe doth pinch,
This most obedient dutious son 
Will not give way an inch;
He is his own authority 
On whatever is his whim,
And he’s only for the Bishop 
When the Bishop is for him.” tb»*

To come back to Dr. Fisher, we agree with h’111̂  0j 
(especially in the realm of religion),”  we have a hr*a^js 
allowing ourselves to be governed by other people; Si 
is not merely a “ knack,” but a creed with ChDs p. 
who, being so at loggerheads about those who 
posed to govern them, make a poor job of g°vC 
themselves.

F ifty  Y e a rs  Ago.

such
The

• cr tl’e,ir
There is nothing fools dislike more than haviup ;n 
opinions laughed at. Fools and priests go togetl ,, ¡¿c 
this. “  Priests of all persuasions,”  says Goldsmitlb îd- 
enemies to ridicule, because they know it to be a ’ jp' 
able antagonist to fanaticism, and they preach up £ 
to conceal their own shallowness and imposture- j,1

wit is always “  wicked ”  and reason “ ca, tl"’ 
Christian missionary who goes to conve 

heathen, however, does not, like the early Cm1 
admit the reality of Pagan deities, uor does he 
allow how much of worth may be found iu -Mi 
systems- Nor is he always content with Pr®a-e51° 
Christ and him crucified. If able, he generally “  ^yc 
use such wit as a not too bountiful Providence may ̂  [|]S 
bestowed upon him in order to make the idols ĵ ii- 
heathen appear as ridiculous to them as they are t< , tv 
self. He follows Elijah, who told the priests ’ deep' 
cry aloud upon their God, as peradventure he was 
But when the Freethinker, emancipated from the. o’ 
worship of the Bible and the superstitious absurd’ ¡̂¡c 
Christian dogmas, uses his mother wit in exposing a)!d 
old wive’s fables and fooleries, pious eyes, lmm ^  (jp 
noses are raised in holy horror at the audacity jjfj'cT 
blaspheming wretch. Verily there must be some ^ tl1 
cnce between the Christian missionary with divim-'^jp1’ 
on his side and the Freethinker deceived by tl>e 
of lies.

The "Freethinker,”  September id
i8Sh
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Sugar Plums.

tir SUr narizecl report oi the Congress of the Inter-
ahoiial Freethought Federation will appear in next 

s issue. Mr.' Cohen and Mr. McLaren are attend-
êek

illnr
on behalf 0f the~N*s7s.7 and Mr. C. Bonner andl Mr. 

. on behalf of the R.P.A. It is no child’s task attend- 
lnS this Conference. The first meeting commenced at 
?-3° on September 4, continued in the afternoon, and 
he day concluded with a public demonstration in the 

gening. There were speeches by the representatives of 
:ltn country, Mr. Cohen speaking on behalf of English 

^Rethought. The attendance—in two halls totalled over 
.000—a magnificent display.

We have often called attention to the boycott that is 
exercised wherever possible against the Freethinker and 
our publications. Here is a very striking instance. 
Our agent induced a well-known West End bookseller to 
display copies of Mr. Cohen’s God and the Universe. A 
number of copies were taken 011 sale or return, and these 
were sold in about a week. Then the book was with
drawn from the window, and copies were afterwards pur
chased only when ordered by customers. We have good 
grounds for believing that a number of the firm’s custo
mers complained of the book being exhibited for sale, 
with the result named. The book-seller was afraid, the 
customers were bigoted. The best way to reply to such 
a work, they thought, is to suppress it so far as it can 
be done.

It Was
youu:

inspiring to note the procession of young men
women, carrying number of banners,

and

Peseta' •t*1C larSe ball, and the subsequent dramatic 
Freed] a*’Ion °1 youth greeting the world conquest of 
The *°uP>bt. There were also a very fine baud and choir. 
.^Proceedings were well organized, and ran with 

r̂nmS7 ° 0thnesS- We are writing this on Saturday 
to c m the midst of the proceedings of a committee 
ti0n 1. 1< er the formation of an International Informa- 
apr, • l'reau, on which Mr. McLaren and Air. Cohen were 

nte<l members.

Fortunately the book has been selling well. The first 
edition was exhausted within three months of publica
tion, and the second is selling steadily. I11 addition, the 
American Book Club has taken it for the “ Book of the 
Month,” for August, and there should be a good demand 
on that side of the Atlantic But we do not hesitate to 
say that with a fair show the sales would have been 
multiplied ten-fold. What we should like to see would 
be some doughty Christian champion reply to the book. 
Professor Eddington alone replied to Mr. Cohen’s criti
cism of his work. The others have decided that silence 
is the better part. They pay Mr. Cohen what John 
Wesley called a “ violent compliment.”

% c;°th  God and the Universe and Materialism. Rc- 
j°U t ’ Mr. Cohen said that the talk popular with 
MCn,. lsts. and also, it must be admitted, with certain 
Parti0 1 ’ Pbe effect that the new theories of science, 
minis,11 Ur̂ ' Pbe Quantum Theory, had abolished Deter- 
>n pj l1 aml strict causality in the world of science, was, 

,'.n v>’01'ds, nonsense. .At most it only meant that

>ld••.u'VC,e Certmn discoveries, the precise meaning which 
iearC(jll0t Pbc moment 1 jc determined, and which ap-

P° cut across some of our established theories.tri

ta«;. ’Uk of it may be, and it can never become logical
this

*
<unty ,s nevcr certainty, however extended the

>  j?
,,laUer .ai1 affirmation of knowledge. But m 
fPtQri ŷ ’̂gicm ],as run true to form, and as religious 
■1 tya;,s have never had any basis other than ignorance, 
stitpCe l)°l surprising to find the alleged ignorance of 

made the basis of religious affirmation.

ÎW those who have so dwelt upon the abolition of
- ,mu-! - - - ■—
*’’it „r Quantum Theory has just published a small, 
\ v y bttle book on The Universe in the Light of 
."Ve m 'lysics, and he makes short work of those who

breakdown of Determinism.dwelling upon the

To
arg°'dar, indeed there are eminent physicists who 

,, -ed to sai 
See Physical vii
i6 'ncliued to sacrifice the principle of strict causality 

f- Physical view of the world . . .  So far as I can 
there ere 's na ground for such a renunciation. For 
it js .ahv-avs remains the possibility that the reason why 
qW lrripossible to give a definite answer resides, not in 
Ts . lR1-Ure of the theory, but in the manner in which the 
ùteri IOlJ *s asked. If a question is adequately forrnu- 
Sv, ...................  ^ ...........-We Physically, the most perfect physical theory can 
!’tat; 7° dcffiiite answer, a fact widely known in classical 
t\y0 ' ,Cs and frequently discussed. For example, if 
hieir astlc spheres strike one another in a plane, while 
■’ire k v<fi°cities before impact, and the laws of impact 
to l0"’h in all their details, it still remains impossible 
E<>weate tb<-'r velocities after impact . . . From this, 
kovei. ei’ " e do not infer that there is no causality 
terf̂ - lluf? impact phenomena; what we do sav is that 
thej,. essential data are missing which are requisite for

t '1'1’ is C°n'ffiete determination, 
frothin' <0,nPlcte endorsement of what we have said 
:]( "i t]]f.  ̂ "'m significance of the Quantum Theory, and 

««Uror of that theory. But we do not, for a 
of .''■ I)ect that it will stop the usual talk about the . 

^  rQp̂ 1' ffirmiuism whenever it suits the upholder of , 
■ i’otis theory to revert to that particular fallacy. ;

A well-attended meeting of Wembley Freethinkers 
completed all the preliminaries for the formation of a 
Branch of the National Secular Society in that district. 
All that is now needed is the official sanction from the 
Executive.

We continue to receive reports of good work being 
done by Messrs. J. T. Brighton, and J. Clayton. Free- 
thought came out a very easy first in a debate between 
Mr. Clayton and a local Christian at Burnley last Sun
day. There arc excellent prospects for the formation of 
several new Branches of the N.S.S. if local saints willing 
to help will introduce themselves at the next meeting.

Our lively Australian contemporary, The Rationalist, 
in the last issue that has reached us, contains a summary 
of our special Jubilee number, with an appreciation of the 
work and quality of the production. Its editor, J. S. 
Langley, is a glutton lor work, and as is usual with those 
who are responsible for a Freethought paper, has all the 
financial worry attendant upon its maintenance. Trade 
in Australia is very bad, and that does not make liis 
work easier. But there should be enough Freethinkers 
in Melbourne to see that at least the financial worries 
are reduced to a minimum. Freethinkers should recog
nize their duty in that direction even though they are 
unable to help in any other.

Mr. G. Whitehead will be in the Manchester district 
until Friday the nth. During the first week Christian- 
hooligans gave a display at several meetings, but failed 
to spoil them. A blow aimed at the Freethought speaker 
with Christian brutality also failed to land. The best 
way to curb the rowdy followers of Christ, is for local 
Freethinkers to support the platform. So long as it is 
safe to be rowdy, some Christians will not behave 
decently at Freethought meetings.

Mr. Whitehead will be in Birmingham for a week com
mencing to-day (Sunday,) when he will speak in the 
Bull Ring. Wc understand further announcements will 
be made at to-day’s meetings. From Birmingham Mr. 
Whitehead will go to Plymouth for a week, and from 
Plymouth a week will be spent in the Fulham district, 
which will bring the arrangements with the Executive of 
the N.S.S. to a close.
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Kings, Priests, and Gods.

(Concluded from page 571.)

E a r l y  conquerors were.believed to owe their success 
to magical skill, powerful guardians, or charms and 
talismans, which protected and assisted them. The 
Irish Druids “  are represented as maintaining that it 
is owing to them the sun rises each morning and sets 
each night ”  (Standish O’Grady, Hist. Ireland, i. 10S). 
In Ireland we learn from the Senchus Mor, the chiefs, 
like the Angakut of the Eskimo, had “ power to make 
fair or foul weather ”  in the literal sense of the words. 
The early leaders of European races had the magical 
virtues of barbarous chiefs. Mr. Rang says (M. R. and 
R., i. 116) : “  The children of Odin and Zeus were 
‘ sacred kings.’ The Homeric chiefs, like those of the 
Zulus and the Red men, and of the early Irish and 
Swedes, exercised an influence over the physical uni
verse. Homer speaks of ‘ a blameless king, one that 
fears the gods, and reigns among many men and 
mighty, and the black earth bears wheat and barley, 
and the sheep bring forth and fail not, and the sea 
gives stores of fish, and all out of his good 
sovereignty.’ ”

The medicine-man has everywhere the power of 
metamorphosis. He can assume the shape of all 
animals and subdue others to the same enchantment. 
Gautama Buddha during his numerous jatakas or 
births took the form of numerous animals, and so far 
were the legends of these transformations from mere 
myth to his followers that the hair, feathers, and bones 
of the creatures the great teacher inhabited have been 
preserved as relics in Buddhist temples.

M. I.e Page Renouf, in his Hibbcrt Lectures on tin 
Religion of Ancient Egypt (p. 161), observes: “ I 
must not quit this part of my subject without refer
ence to the belief that the ruling sovereign of Egypt 
was the living image and vice-regent of the sun-god 
Ra. He was invested with the attributes of divinity, 
and that in the earliest times of which we possess 
monumental evidence.”

Menes, who is said to have been the first king of 
Egypt, was believed to be a god. As with the 
Thracian god and law-giver, Zahnoxis, whom 
Herodotus could not determine whether God or man, 
the early kings of Egypt were merged in divinities. 
An inscription makes the god Ra acknowledge the 
paternity of Pharaoh Rameses I.

The Christian father, Arnobius, in his first book, 
A ¿versus Gentes, says : ‘ ‘ We worship one who war 
born a man. What then ? do you worship no one who 
was born a man ? Do you not worship one and an
other, aye deities, innumerable ?”  Referring to Christ’s 
ignominious death he mentions that ”  Pythagoras of 
Samos was burnt to death in a temple, under an unjust 
suspicion of aiming at sovereign powers.”  “  Do not 
ye too, by consecrating shrines to him, honor father 
Tiber, who was torn limb from limb by the Titans? 
Have you not after his punishment and his death by 
lightning, Aisculapius, the discoverer of medicines, as 
the guardian and protector of health, of strength, and 
of safety ? Do you not invoke the great Hercules 
himself by offerings, by victims, and by kindled frank
incense, whom you yourselves allege to have been 
burnt alive after his punishment, and to have been con
sumed on the fatal pyres? Do you not, with the 
unanimous approbation of the Gauls, invoke as a

propitious and as a holy god, in the temples 0 ^
Great Mother, that Phrygian Atys who was inan̂ _
and deprived of his virility ? Father Romulus
self, who was torn in pieces by the hands of a hu

• 1 rlo vo»senators, do you not call Quirinus Martius, ana • 
not honor him with priests and gorgeous couches 

refers to the practice of placing the images of the 
on pillows at feasts], and do you not worship h1® 
most spacious temples ; and in addition to all 1 |( 
do you not affirm that lie has ascended into heave1 
(Ante Nicene Christian Library, pp. 32-33-)

The word “  god ”  is applied to rulers in the 
Moses is called a god (Ex. vii. 1), Samuel (1

Bible' 
San» 

are
xxviii. 13-14), Solomon (Ps. xlv. 1). Judges 
called “  gods,”  the sons of the Most High (Ps- 1* , 5 
6). Cyrus means the Lord, and is called the g 
anointed (Is. xlv. 1), so Zedekiah is referred to 8  ̂ . 
Lord Christ or the anointed of Jehovah (Lam. ^  
The great inonarchs of ancient Egypt, Mexico, 
Japan, Chaldea, claimed to be worshipped as £° 
So did Alexander the Great and the Roman etuper̂  
Virgil calls Octavius god. Domitian issued 01 „ 
with the words “  The Lord our God commands ’ ^ 
Pope Innocent III. declared that as vicar of Cm1 ^ 
stood midway between God and man. Cardin- 
Perron said that as there was only one God in he»̂  % 
so there ought to be one God only on earth, an eF1i

at-

letter to Clement VIII. says, “  I have always ieN' 
your beatitude as God on earth.”

In China, for a long time past, the deities 
tain their divinity through the head of the State- ^ 
any saint lias answered prayer, giveii rain, or ^Ll (0 
other miracles, a petition is sent by his admir»f ^j 
Government to acknowledge his claims, and if 8 
they are officially acknowledged in the Pekin 
Sometimes a man may be canonised or even 1 ^
for personal service to the emperor, 
of the Min

Thus an eiHP£l
-in»;

dynasty, to whom shaving was most P^j 
ful, was one day attended upon by a person who - ^  
him with such miraculous ease that a large rewa g3led 
as once offered to the operator, who then re' 
himself as an ancient sage canonised, and del»- ^  
admission to the higher order of State divinities t 
claims to official apotheosis as the God of Lettem 
admitted, and the legend explains why he is 8 
patron Saint of Chinese barbers.

Titles preserve old ideas. Thus we have Se'eit*

sere»it)’

ne»1<1.highnesses and majesties, upon whose 
luckily, the welfare of the world does not del  ̂
for they sometimes fly in a passion. That old P^gjf 
James I. was called “  God’s vicegerent,”  and l»ltt ^  
Walter Raleigh because he questioned the pbra ê^
Majesty takes us back to the time when the kj»^
a magus, while the clerical "  reverend ”  ren»» 
that they were once revered. The Greek emPer^ol1I)C' 
tor heraldic achievement a cross between fo»r .0ji,

Ilasue

11$

ing B ’s, standing for Basileus, Basileon, ¿0) 
Basileusi, king of kings, reigning over kings- 
were called Panhypersebastos, or “  over and 8 ’ _ 
worshipful and august.”

,i»£

0fl<l
Lord of the w hole W" ¡„r

1»was a frequent title to ancient petty kings, 
perial edicts Roman emperors are styled

Nostra Eter»»Divinitas,”  “  Nostra Perenitas,”  "  Nostra w-'" ajj; 
In the epistles of Symmachus to Theodos»» ^  
Valentium we find the titles “  Vestra Eternit»»’ 
eternity, and “  Vestrum Numen,”  y o u r i/1

His Celestial 
The Sultan of 11

and
The Emperor of China is 
Brother of the Sun and Moon.
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as
the shadow of God on earth,”  and some 

1 shadow of God’s ineffable companion, Death

Kalif, is
tln'es the

^le ^°Pe, whose very name shows that, though a 
Ce’bate, he is a papa, assumes a triple crown, yet is 

ŷled “  Your Holiness,”  and, noblest of all titles.
Servus Servorum.”  God’s Vicar is, however, the 

^ore general Papal title, thus preserving the spirit of 
he Decretal of Boniface V III, who decreed that the 

^mission of all men living to the Pontiff was neces 
ar-v to salvation. The triple-crowned tiara means lot

! the under world, this world, and the upper world 
Butler said

Keligj

As the Pope that keeps the gate 
Of Heaven wears three Crowns of State,
8° he that keeps the gates of Hell,
Proud Cerberus, wears three heads as well.”

V(,|Q ?10Us evolution follows the course of social de- 
T he soundest archaeology is the study of 

obj^ f The first deity is a mother, as the first 
The a ôrat’on was and is the mother’s breast 
the rec°gnition of elders and rulers on earth led to 
\vas j °'aage paid to their sjiirits. From human rule

'''ere Up the hierarchy of heaven. When chieftains 
S0(|s ejta l̂>slied chieftain gods were created, and these 
hil)es" ere a* ^rst only tribal. With the federation of
ehjpf ’ni<hr one ruler came subordinate gods tmder a 
• deity
•ish,ed y. Not till large monarchies were estab 
apjj , 1 l̂e rulers of which claimed to be king of kings
thi. f °f lords, was any claim made for the sole 

‘ of Die sovereign of the skies. It was the large 
vtrs udiich paved the way for the so-called uni

Teli,

Spires

°f n,i: rel'k’°ns. Everywhere we see that the progress
"kion followed that of society.

(Late) J. M. W iikki.hr.

Bible and the Public 
Schools.”

rcss deik 
'Sust

Lexington Avenue, New York City.

4̂  —lto>ered before the Rotary Club of New York, 
ò' 193i, Hotel Commodore, 42nd Street and

if "ho decides a case, though he may decide rightly, 
(Ion,. . 8 i,ot heard both sides of the question, has not

if. Justice.
' ift

' ay is only too glibly mentioned to-day without 
‘iea0]i ac;tised; and tolerance is more observed in the 
Arjq ^1311 iu the performance.

T tl]CsiS° "  lien an occasion presents itself where both 
a|M a.r~ c'ierished ideals become a reality, our thanks 
rji Jie '̂reuiati°n are due— and I want the Rotary Club 
jtyiottq •̂ 0r*< to know how much 1 appreciate the 
% . unity they have given me to present our side of 
%li P°«ant controversy of “ The Bible and the 

(.And ” chools.”
T'st tiir) 'here are men in thjs audience, who, for the 
||Ssl,1e n.' are i°°king upon a Freethinker, I want to 
3d; ^  etn that I have no horns in the back of my 
t l'i| or01 * i,ave never been arrested for beating my 
S  tax^°r deserting my wife, and I even pay my in- 
i a].. *

„ S ^ n t  at the very beginning of my talk to as- 
| T'Ud lnf anything that I might say this afternoon 
Cj'cfs 0p0,: he taken as a reflection upon the personal 

j bvoj,] any°ne in this audience.
< not deliberately hurt the feelings of a single 

1, Til 0l]' ’ aud although I would like to explain in 
s&If c r .Philosophy, I shall do my utmost to coniine 

ri°tlv to the subject of the afternoon. 
tr> Jrou have invited me to present the Free- j

thinker’s point of view on “ The Bible and the Public 
Schools,”  and it would be hypocritical on my part if I 
did not speak the truth as I know it.

We are opposed to the reading and the teaching of 
the Bible in the public schools from both a legal and 
moral point of view7, and although the legal phrases 
of the case are in the hands of our attorneys, I think 
we, as laymen, can well appreciate the fundamentals 
upon which we base our case.

The Constitution of the State of New York, Section 
3, Article i, provides as follows : —

Religious liberty : The free exercise and enjoy
ment of religious profession and worship, without 
discrimination or preference, shall forever be allowed 
in this state to all mankind.

When George Washington Butler, that eminent 
mountaineer representative to the legislature of the 
State of Tennessee, the gentleman who introduced the 
notorious anti-evolution bill, made the startling dis
covery, during the now-famous Scopes’ trial, that God 
in his infinite wisdom did not write the Bible in the 
English of the King James’ version he wras terribly 
perturbed.

If anyone attempted to use some other version of 
the Bible he would have considered it blasphemous.

He found out, however, to his amazement, that 
there were not only other versions of the Bible, but 
that no two were alike.

The Catholic version differed from the Protestant 
version, and both in turn differed from the Hebrew 
version.

In view of these facts how can any one particular 
version , or in fact all three versions be read in the 
public school, with children of every conceivable re
ligious heritage, without violating both the spirit and 
the letter of the provision of the Constitution that I 
quoted.

Section 4, Article 10, of the Constitution of the 
State of New7 York says : —

Neither the State nor any subdivision thereof shall 
use its property or credit, or any public money, or 
authorize or permit either to be used directly or in
directly, in aid of maintenance of any school or in
stitution of learning wholly or in part under the con
trol or direction of anj- religious denomination, or in 
which any denominational tenet or doctrine is taught.

Can anyone deny that the reading of the Bible, 
without note or comment, is in effect a denomina
tional tenet and religious exercise?

Can anyone deny that the Bible is a religious book, 
and its purchase by public money illegal, and a clear 
violation of this article of the Constitution ?

There is a provision in the charter of the City of 
New York which says that the Bible may be read 
without note or comment, but specifically mentions 
that the Board of Education shall n o t  be competent 
to decide wdiich version shall be read !

Perhaps the great brain of Air. Tuttle will be able 
to solve this conundrum.

When the wise founders of this Republic incorpor
ated in the Federal Constitution those provisions 
known as the Bill of Rights, they did so with the full 
knowledge and understanding of their importance.

And what was the very first of those amendments? 
It said that, “  Congress shall make no law7 respecting 
the establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.”

Thomas Jefferson was responsible for the Bill of 
Rights, and if Air. Tuttle is. in this audience, I trust 
he will include the name of Jefferson among the 
fanatical secularists that he so eloquently character
ized at this meeting two weeks ago : —

When a religion is good, 1 conceive it will support
itself, and when it does not support itself, and God
does not take to support it, so that its professors are
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obliged to call upon the civil authorities, tis a sign, I 
apprehend, of its being a bad one.

I want also to make sure that Mr. Tuttle includes 
Benjamin Franklin, whose words I have just quoted, 
in his category of fanatical secularists.

The late Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, William Howard Taft, said “  . . . re
ligion itself may not be taught in the public schools, 
or under associations so near to the public schools 
that they become part of the instruction.”

And Ulysses S. Grant, said let us “  Resolve that 
not one dollar of public money shall be appropriated 
to the support of any sectarian school. Keep the 
Church and State separate.”

Include these two presidents in your list, Mr. 
Tuttle !

But if Mr. Tuttle insists that the remarks were par
ticularly directed at our organization, then he will 
have to include in his list of fanatical secularists such 
men as Rupert Hughes and Clarence Darrow, Sir 
Arthur Keith and Bertrand Russell, Dr. Henry Smith 
Williams and Dr. Philip G. Peabody, Ex-Premier 
Herriot of France and Thomas A. Edison.

And in response to any inquiry from me asking his 
opinion of Bible reading and Bible teaching in the 
public schools, Mr. Edison wrote : —

I do not believe that any type of religion should 
ever be allowed to be introduced into the Public 
Schools of the United .States.

Mr. Tuttle must also include the late Luther Bur
bank, whose noble character and invaluable contribu
tions to humanity are only too well known.

If these illustrious men who are members of one 
organization, are fanatical secularists, then I want to 
tell you gentlemen that I am proud to be President of 
that organization.

When Dr. A. S. Draper was Commissioner of Educa
tion of this State, he laid down this rule, that “  Read
ing of the Bible or repeating the Lord’s Prayer is a re
ligious exercise. Religious exercises of any character 
cannot lawfully be conducted in the public schools.”

The law's governing the public schools of this State 
specifically mention the subjects the child is to be in
structed, and Mr. Tuttle knows and the churches 
know that religion is not one of them.

Bible reading in the public schools is religious in
struction. It is a violation of the law.

Arc the strenuous efforts of the Interfaith Com
mittee and their attorney, Mr. Tuttle, to inject re
ligion into the public schools, an admission on their 
part that they are unable to make the people adhere 
voluntarily to their creeds?

Must they have the machinery of the State to as
sist them in their endeavours to make adherents and 
supporters of their churches?

Must the public school system be used to bolster’ up 
the dwindling congregations of the churches?

And when the churches insist that the machinery 
of the Government do the work that the\7 are supposed 
to do, then is it not a public acknowledgment of their 
failure ?

They want the Government to do what they them
selves are unable to accomplish. And u'hy?

Because education has left the church lagging miser
ably behind. The churches insist that an adulterated 
product is better than a pure one.

We do not.
We believe that education makes for morality and 

that religion adulterates it with superstition.
When Mr. Tuttle tells you that the Bible in the 

public school will cure crime, he is suffering from re
ligious hallucinations.

I) religion could cure crime wc would to-day be

living in a paradise. If what Mr. Tuttle jays is tnlf' 
then the Middle Ages should have been the m06 
moral in the history of Man.

Were they?
Read any authentic history and it will tell you ^  

never in the history of the people of this earth 1 
there exist a more demoralized or more licenh01 
people. :d

Only a little more than a week ago, there appeâ  ̂
in the New York Press, (New York Times, 
Tribune t July 27, 1931) the report of Dr. A te 
T. Case, Professor of Education at C o lu m b ia  t  111 oQ0 
sity. In this reoort of her examination 01 >
pupils, she expresses her astonishment at 11 f6.
prising amount of prejudice and ignorance abo 
ligion ”  among the majority of these children.

She continues : “  How can there be any reTT ^ 
tolerance and true understanding when youngst  ̂
nine and ten have such bitter and intolerant U ^  
the other religions? Not only do we find a u1® 
misunderstanding between Jew7 and Christian  ̂
tween Catholic and Protestant children as well- 

Her reason for this she says : “  Too often the 
lies with the parents. It is in their power to 1 
and colour all a child’s beliefs.”  _ -||.

It has been our contention for years that the > 
ing of religious beliefs in the minds of young 3 ĵ t 
mature children intensifies the hatred and big°tr-

but t>e'

must inevitably follow' such teachings.
n2 o’lf

And I am glad to see our educators verif}'11̂ ^
contention by a scientific analysis of this uni1
phase of child education.

The prejudiced and preconceived1
• „s tl,at

" onoV rchildren receive from their parents regarding \ wit*’ 
ligion of others is only renewed and stimulate 
Bible reading.  ̂ jn

If you send your children to school with hat^.^j 
their hearts for other children of different 
belief, how can you expect peace and harmony 
world ? 10

Let 11s begin right. Let us send our chin ^  
school with a tolerant attitude towards other c*’ e it 
and with a desire to seek the truth no matter "  ^

100leads. If we do that, we can be fairly confid*-" 
before long the dawn of brotherhood will bred 
the earth. _

Let us control the education of our public ¡jH 
children for one generation and I will PerI 
educational miracle. 1^ '

I will not subtract a single item from their . rac'3' 
tion that they now receive, but I will eradica ft* 
and religious prejudice and hatred from the'1 .^jl 

Perhaps the most important significant eduC‘ V  
test in recent years w'as detailed in a paper 1L'0j0g)'' 
fore the Ninth International Congress of Psycl1 ^  
held at Yale University, on September 6,
Professor Pleasant R. Hightower, of Butler ^ 4  
sity, Indianapolis, Indiana, made tire startling 
of an examination of more than 3,300 childre^ t|ii5 
New York Press reported his address 
caption : —

STUDENTS OF BIBLE FOUND LESS HONES'1' 7

Professor Hightower said :—  , ¿w
People have been saying for years that u - jji 1 , 

children a knowledge of the Bible they will ^ 
straight and narrow way. The results a j 
they will not walk the straight and narrow 
does indicate very definitely that mere knov . 1 
the Bible of itself is not sufficient to 11,7 
¡>roper character attitudes.

L«*Jo SEFH

(To be concluded.)
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God’s Elect.

°̂Ml) wills and epitaphs are amusing". alL  ^stjan has 
Provide much food for thought. a . , et aIU\
,!en greatly blessed and prosperec m o{ praise
"s store,.his will may blossom ni « • 1“ Atheist 
0 the divine benefactor. Hoes some c- ‘ fellow,

"‘Utter: “ sheer egotism!”  Avaunt, nbaland lear- '
God t'hg11 'j" t' le experience of the favoured child of

following is an extract from a will published 
newspaper of August 16, of a recently

7,‘, ine established truth of predestination ! 
he follow*'

(j a Sunday ^_ . , _ . ----
âsed Christian picture dealer, who left £25,531 *■■ 

vid 1 d’e without any grudge whatever against I’ro- 
Sriience> for my life has been richly blessed. In the 
hd'* °̂ve and forgiveness towards everybody I die 

*”  ^le merits and mercy of our Lord Jesus

Hiv /  '■ hank my Heavenly Father from the depth of 
f0r !tart for all his goodness and kindness to me; and
th;. health He bestowed upon me during my life in 

* World.

j„„ I humbly commit my poor soul to His keep
er' 'fy  last desire and wish is to be in his bosom 

ĵ Ver and ever.”

'kw *̂e Way> in the adjoining column of the same 
WerSpap.er an account is given of an old couple who 
r^e.sWindled by a “  charming ”  boarder, who was a 
q j  a? attender at Church, and much given to pious 

,atl°us—-two favourites being : “  Remember if you 
0neCVer toniPted to do anything wrong, there is some- 
so above who will see you and “  As ye sow 

'p,la i ye reap.”
t*f ,, Ways of “  Providence ”  are “  wropt in mys- 
(W- ’ ai'd we must assume that the old couple 
C f d  the visitation, whereby they lost £5 and 
5Ce al Valuables, besides being done out of their 
" a for boarding a pious gentleman described as

th verj ’

aM ^ th a t  “  His nose is larger than the average,”

With ; . ah°nt twenty -six years of age, clean shaven, 
totaj., e’ y (hlrk hair.”  In the description it is also 
‘Del tli6 f'lat “  His
t̂ liqi a is “  a fluent speaker, his pet topic being 
i f 0vvls themes,”

t'r>n ’ here is a really baffling and perplexing situa- 
s this pious young man to be stigmatized as a 

bifpo 1̂ or garden thief, or is he, by the inscrutable 
S i« *  Providence, and the doctrine of Predes- 
h>e i, ’ ’ the agent of God to bring punishment upon 
Petrie J' S his old landlord and landlady ? His 
*')rWa] S n°*" Published, but if we have regard to his- 
t'h'ts ’‘̂ cedent, it may yet be enrolled amongst the 
V ip s°, 5 ’ °rl. As Burns put it : “  He may sit by 
''-*s ^ up yet.”  David, the sweet singer of Israel, 

| ” t, coward, bully, thief, seducer and mur- 
A b Ut he is an honoured name in the Church to- 
S l s Jê tise of his “ repenting”  so abjectly with 
S t  Jr crocodile tears. Theologians make a great 
Sal ...'egarding Jesus Christ as a descendant of this
V  - ■■
s
S  t|,„ i ttine. British Christians'who maintained

5i,

me p  T- . -......-------------------
Great T , aiser was anti-Christ, and the author of 

(l ,, _r and of unspeakable atrocities; and that• 5n(], ---- --------------------------------
W heI1ne Prussian junkers were Atheists (see Hil-

\  O '̂hoc in I9I4) have had it retorted upon them 
',tvoin an Christians that the Kaiser was the most 

,°f believers and worshippers, and that he was 
% rJ” Ssary of the Lord of Hosts, in carrying fire and 
!1,bJ,r'8:ain'st the Atheistic enemy countries who were
i ° v ulR ■
1,1 tblP̂ °SlnH therefore that Wilhelm IT will not also 
\ t , tl,1'e be enrolled with David of Israel as a

ahr the Central Powers. There is 110 reason

hr

j. uk, u iu m c a  vviui
IK  depends on the voting power.

P'ous yormg boarder has diverted our attention 
at'tcltJ P ^stator mentioned in the opening part of this 

Tfle satisfied assurance and certitude of the

3S9

latter is a testimony to the power of Christianity in 
keeping the “  dibs ”  for “  the faithful.”  He re
minds us psychologically of Mrs. Chick in Dombey, 
who forgave “  poor dear Fanny everything ”  ! The 
Tired Tims, the Weary Willies, and the other unfor
tunates who can occasionally afford a bed in a model 
lodging house, and an occasional cup of coffee and 
“ spotted dog,”  must be comforted and fortified by 
the exemplary character who entertains no grudge 
against Providence, who forgives everybody; fervently 
thanks his Heavenly Father for permitting him to 
leave ^25,531, and for giving him the health and 
strength to make and save that sum. The Heavenly 
Father alone knows what might have become of it if 
the testator had taken the above-mentioned charming 
young boarder to his bosom ! The testator’s sole final 
ambition is to be in the bosom of the Heavenly Father 
for ever and ever. Well, chaciui a son gout! One 
is reminded of Artemus Ward’s description of the 
home of President Abraham Lincoln invaded by a 
crowd of “  orfice-seekers,”  each clamouring for a 
place in Abraham’s “  buzzum.”  As Mr. Ward philo
sophically observed, if all of them were to get into the 
President’s “  buzzum,”  he would have some 
“  nussin’ ”  to do, which brought a maidenly blush to 
old Abe’s cheek, though he welcomed the showman as 
his deliverer from a noisy and importunate gang. The 
Heavenly Father may have occasion to sigh for a simi
lar deliverance as the increasing numbers of his 
“ elect”  are admitted to the portals of Paradise! 
Lincoln could cr}r “  God help me !”  But to whom 
is the poor old Heavenly Father to make a similar ap
peal ? IGNOTUS.

Cant Casuistry and C lerical Cash.

The financial support of what the Catechism calls "  our 
spiritual pastors and masters” is engaging much atten
tion among religionists of every variety. In Church 
Assembly Notes, published by the Press and Publica
tions Board of that body, the faithful are tokl that “  if 
voluntary gifts to not increase the Church cannot keep 
pace with the growth of its work.”  The “ income from 
endowments is now often quite insufficient for the pur
poses for which they were originally given.” This in
come, we may add, is in fact used by the Establishment 
for purposes for which, as to a large part of it, it was 
never designed, and which must have, in its diversion, 
caused many a “  pious benefactor ”  to turn in his grave.

This journal also says that “  no endowment has been 
given ” (i.c., to the Church of England) “ by the State.”  
This lie can be shortly answered. The Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, Queen Anne’s Bounty and the other 
holders of religious property, dispense monies which 
might, and in due course doubtless will be, used by the 
.State for national purposes which would be, in many 
cases, more consistent with the will of the donors than 
those for which they are used at present.

I11 the “  compromise ” by which the alien Church of 
England in Wales was finally disestablished, that 
Church got a good deal more than its just due in the way 
of revenue— from the Coalition Government of blessed 
memory. It was not disputed that the essence of the 
compromise was sacrifice by the .State. The revenues of 
the English Church, if put to productive use (although 
so “  inadequate ”  for its “  growing work ” ), would help 
Mr. Snowden and the overburdened taxpayer more than 
any available alternative funds— if there nre any.

When “ the offertory” is taken up during the Com
munion service the parson is directed “  to say one or 
more of these sentences following, as he tbinketh most 
convenient in his discretion.”  So as the pennies and 
threepenny bits are tinkling on to the plates passing 
from pew to pew, the church resounds with such appro
priate words as, “  If we have sown unto you spiritual 
things, is it a great matter if we shall reap your worldly 
things ?” And “  Who goeth a warfare at any time at his

1



own cost? Who plantetli a vineyard, and eateth not the 
fruit thereof ? Or who feedeth a flock, and eatest not of 
the milk of the flock.”  And finally (though these sen
tences are as numerous as they are appropriate), this 
most unctions monition. “  While we have time, let us 
do good unto all men; and specially unto them that are 
of the household of faith." Notwithstanding this begging 
it is common knowledge that there are few parsons who 
would exist on what it produces in the way of L s. d.

In the Church of Rome the support of the clergy is 
almost as vital as credulity, and, indeed, it is a moot 
point whether stinginess to them is not one of the 
“  seven deadly sins.”  Our pious contemporary, The 
Universe, in its “  Enquiry Bureau,”  answering one P.K. 
says : “  Long-continued and deliberate neglect of the 
precept to support one’s pastors might well amount to a 
mortal s in ; but it is impossible to lay down when such a 
sin becomes mortal. So much depends upon the circum
stances of the individual.”  (Later, in the same column, 
and in reply to another questioner No. 2094), our con
temporary says “  Lies of excuse are still lies, and sinful. 
When circumstances require it, it is quite possible for a 
sensible person to think of an evasive answer which will 
not be a lie. Most lies are venial sins (italics ours) but, 
of course, a lie upon a serious matter, and having serious 
consequences, could easily he a mortal sin. But it is im
possible to lay down a hard and fast rule in the matter." 
(our italics).

We have not wandered from the theme with which we 
began, for in the offertory sentences and in the enquiry 
bureau above mentioned, taken together, we have estab
lished that in defending its revenues, as in defending its 
doctrines, Christianity is as indifferent to truth qs it is 
to every concern of decent human beings in this world 
out of which it cannot make something for itself and its 
army of mercenaries. A.II.

Correspondence.

To the Editor op the "  F reethinker. "

“ RELIGION.”
S ir ,—The main criticism which Médiats levels against 

me is, I take it, contained in the sentence : “  If we are to 
progress in the quality and accuracy of our thinking, we 
must ask, what Mr. Fraser does not ask, namely, what 
ought religion to mean.” But since Medicus does not 
answer the question himself, I assume that he does not 
know what the answer is or ought to be. Indeed, I have 
a suspicion that lie does not even know what the ques
tion itself means or ought to mean.

What ought any word to mean? I have always 
thought that what a word ought to mean is what it does 
mean. For if a word ought not to mean what it does 
mean, then it does not mean what it ought to mean. And 
since my article answered the question “  What docs re
ligion mean ?”  it answered, at the same time, the ques
tion “  What ought religion to mean?”

If this is not clear to Medicus, perhaps he will he so 
kind as to explain the difference, as he sees it, between 
what a word docs mean and what it ought to mean. But 
if the true reason for his complaint is that he is dissatis
fied with my definition of what religion does mean, then 
his remedy lies in suggesting a better one. If it does 
not prove to be more generally and correctly applicable 
than mine, then his criticism misses its mark.

C. S. Fraser.

A C A D E M Y  C I N E M A ,  Oxford Street,
{Opposite IVarlng &  Gillows). Regent 4361.

Sunday, September 13, for one week. 
Robinson’s Famous German Classic 

“  MANON LESCAUT ” 
and Asquith’s 

“ SHOOTING STARS.”
This Week, New Polish Sound Film 

“ WARSAW.”

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, ®tc'

LONDON.
OUTDOOR. the

Bethnai, Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, nea
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. H. S. Wishart—A Lecture. £̂C. 

F insbury Park N.S.S.—11.15, Mr. R. H. Rosette-•
ture- . cborr ’̂

F ulham and Chei.sea Branch N.S.S. (corner 01 ’Vw ao9
Road, North End Road) : Saturday, at 7.30, Mr. ,e 
Mr. E. Bryant. Freethinker and other literature onenjng 

N orth L ondon Branch N.S.S.—Every Tuesday eV jjeitb 
8.0, Mr. L. Ebury will lecture outside Hamps|ea veniflf 
Station, L.M.S., South End Road. Every Thursday 
at 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury will lecture at Arlington Roa tb« 

N orth L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, B 
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. C. Tuson—A Lecture.  ̂ 0̂

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. Cock Pond, Cl*P ^  it>, 
Town, Sunday at 7.30, A Lecture; Wednesday, Sep c jjr. k 
at 8.0, at Ruslicroft Road, near Brixton Town Ha V„,nbcf'-------- ----- ------ ----- Catnc
Ebury; Friday, September 18, at Liverpool Street, 
well Gate, at 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury. rolled’

W est H am Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. B. A. Le 
Lecture. #

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) j  V  
B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and • p 
6.30, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt, A. D. McLar^’ ŝdsh 
Le Maine and E. C. Saphin. Every ”  e'c,j
at 7.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and C. Tus° Jj
Thursday, at 7.0, Messrs. E. C. Saph^
Darby; every Friday, at 7.30, Messrs. A.
and B. A. Le Maine. Current Freethinkers can be. xy\_ 1UU1UV.. vu iivm  i ( LLHIHirvLI a -p
opposite the Park Gates, on the comer of Edff4' 
during and after the meetings. .

W est London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt P*1 
mersmith) : 3.30, Messrs. Bryant and C. TusoH-

indoor. jo!1(3
South Place E thical Society (Conway Ha", p0„ei 0 

Square, W.C.) : 11.0, John Katz, B.A.—“ The 
Death.”

COUNTRY.
OUTDOOR.

Brighton Branch N.S.S.—Saturday evening 
the Level—Messrs, de Lacv and J. T. Bvrne 

B irmingham Branch N.S.S.—Mr. G 
speak in the Bull Ring on Sunday, September

W -M gä» "
i3-

;tiSÎ‘ yremainder of week will be announced at the n,ee”  ̂ pi' 
Blackburn Market.— Thursday, September i 7> ‘ .

Mr. J. Clavton. Jiff1
f - 1°

Crawsiiawbooth.— Tuesday, September. 15, at r ' 4 
Clayton. ' jJ>

Darlington (Market Steps).—Sunday, SeptelU 
7.0, Mr. J. T. Brighton. at ''

Durham (Market Place)—Tuesday, September ^
Mr. J. T. Brighton. G ^ ’t,>•

G lasgow Secular Society.— Ramble to I>ot ° et| i> 
Meet corner of Cathedral Street and Dundas Stre > 
prompt. Members and friends invited. j Cl9' (t

H igham.— Monday, September 14, at 7.15 ^
L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S.

Queen’s Drive (opposite Baths), Messrs. Jackson,^ ja*-.[t|« 
Tissyman; Monday, at Beaumont Street, Me*’ ?r5- 
and Wollen; Tuesday, at Edge Hill Lamp.  ̂ijoin"1̂  
and Sherwin; Wednesday, at Waste Ground « I 
Swan Library, Messrs. Little and Shortt; 1 ^  pc Jt 
corner of High Park Street and Park Road, Me*.(r$ otl 
and Tissyman. All at 7.30. Current Freethia 
at all meetings. , Stf

Nkwcastle-ON-Tyne (Bigg Market)—Wedne‘-il'1' ’ ^̂
her 16, at 8.0, Mr. J. T. Brighton.  ̂ a* 1

N ewcastle Branch N.S.S.—Sunday, Septein',cr ' j 
ill Bigg Market, Mr. J. C. Keast. ^

Preston.—Sunday, September 13, at 3.0 at'1 ‘  ,4,
Clayton. . ' peb»1̂

W ingate.—Saturday, September 12, at 7-°> a pi.s'ca' 
There a Life After Death?” Affir.: Rev. H- 
leyan Church; Ncg.: Mr. J. T. Brighton.

indoor. Farty j
P erth Branch N.S.S. (Independent Labo»r 

Union Lane) : 2.30, Full meeting of meinber-s |̂Ur. 
arrange Winter Programme and other importa

AH*:S»'
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Select B argain s in N ew  B ooks.

'MMORTa i , m a n . By C. E. V u u .iam y .
Published at 6s. Brice 2s. 6d. Postage 3d

psychology a n d  f o l k  l o r e . By r . r - m a r e tt .

Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. 9d. Postage 4'- •
primitive c u l t u r e  in  it a l y . By h . j. Rose.

Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. gi. Postage 4)-<(1-
p r im it iv e  c u l t u r e  in  Gr e e c e . By h . j. R ose.

Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. <jd. Postage 4TiH•
'PUR DEVIL. By M. G arcon and Jean V inchon. A 

bistory o! demonology.
Published at 12s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postal 

l0vE AND MORALITY. By Jacques F isch er . A 
Physiological interpretation of Human Though 
Published at 12s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 4d.

A sHORT HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY 
Reinach. An important work.
Published at 10s. 6d. Price 4s- 6d. Postage 6d.

IlE; ROSY FINGERS. By A rthur  L 
building forms of Thought and Action.
Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. Postage 4<I.

A l! 0 0  AND GENETICS. By M. M. K n ig h t, I. L- 
Pliers, and P. Blanchard. A Study o£ the btologi- 
cal and psychological foundations of the family. 
Published at 10s. 6d. Price 4s- Postage 4 <I

ETHIC OF FREETHOUGHT. By K arl P earson 
Published at 12s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d. j |

THE i

“ Freethinker”  Endowment Trust

R̂ Mpf
J5Tt7 > Tl£ POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT 

UIANAN. The Poet of Revolt. 2 Vols. 
blished at 15s. Price 6s. 6d. Postage pd.

' pY BYSSHE SHELLEY, POET AND PIONEER. 
py B. S. S alt.

TlTrJ1̂  IS- 3d* Postage 3d.
PAINE.

'S*led at 4s* 6d. Price is. <jd. 
ĵ R SOCIALISM. B y  D. K id d .

_ l'blished at 10s. 6d. Price 2s. 6d.

!
I

A Great Scheme for a Great Purpose

! The Freethinker Endowment Trust was registered on 
the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise a

i sum of not less than £8,000, which, by investment, 
would yield sufficient to cover the estimated annual

¡ loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethinker. 
The Trust is controlled and administered by five

¡ Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Free
thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the terms

i of the Trust Deed the Trustees are prohibited from 
deriving anything from the Trust in the shape of

¡ profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the event of 
the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion of the

¡ Trustees, rendering the Fund unnecessary, it may be 
brought to an end, and the capital sum handed over 

to the National Secular Society.
The Trustees set themselves the task of raising a 

minimum sum of £8,000. This was accomplished by 
the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion of 
some of the largest subscribers, it has since been re
solved to increase the Trust to a round £10,000, and 
there is every hope of this being done within a reason
ably short time.

The Trust may be benefited by donations of cash, 
or shares already held, or by bequests. All contri
butions will be acknowledged in the columns of this 
journal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or to 
the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. H. Jcssop, Hollyshaw, 
Whitkirk, Nr. Leeds. Any further information con
cerning the Trust will be supplied on application.

There is no need to say more about the Freethinker 
itself, than that its invaluable service to the Free- 
thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by all. 
It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought in this 
country, and places its columns, without charge, at 
the service of the Movement.

The address of the Freethinker Endowment Trust 
is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Postage 3d. 

Postage 6d. »

,MANES.

’ft

1

•■ '■ ucu ae ios, ou. n ic e  <0. ------ D- -
7 NBID EXAMINATION OF THEISM. By G. J. j

ÔMavco j

{
!

Pul>lisheti at ios. 6d. Price 3s. 6d. Postage ¿d.

PRIESTCRAFT: | !
By O. R. BOYD FREEMAN.

]\/T FREEMAN writes with the glares 08, 
and docs not mince matters when handling 

^  ** really one of the greatest carsea fro« 
modern civilization suffer».

Price— 6s. Cloth, postage 3d.

Paper is. 6d., postage 2d.

History of the Conflict 

Between Religion and 

Science
nv P rof. J. W. DRAPER.

This is an unabridged edition of Draper’s great 
work, of which the standard price is 7/6.

Cloth Found. 396 Pagest 
prick a/-, postage 4 jid .

j  Ï T h* P ioneer P kess, 61 Farringdon Street, It.C.4.

I

1 O P I N I O N S

^Hlt Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4, j j

1

j 1
j \ Random Reflections and Wayside Sayings i

BY
-------- ---- ---- ------------- ---------- -------- * 4

ANTED CHILDREN
Civilizecl Community there should be no 

UNW ANTED Children.

*>
t ,ro}'l|lS*raie,d Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con- 
' it I <6̂ u‘s'tes and Books, send a 1 jd. stamp to :

H°LM ES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks
Es t a b l is h e d  n e a r l y  f o r t y  y e a r s .

, CHAPMAN COHEN
(With Portrait of Author)

| Cloth G i l t .................................3a. 6d.
I Superior Edition bound in Full Calf 6a. Od.
J Postage 3d.
| Mr. Cohen’s Witiest and Wisest Work.

—
1

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Forritigdon Street, IÎ.C.4

aim..« »»■<»>«
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A RATIONALIST PRESS BOOK (3)

ONE OF THE CHEAPEST SCIENTIFIC 
BOOKS EVER PUBLISHED

The Evolution of Man
By Ernst Haeckel

Translated from the Fifth (enlarged) edition by Joseph McCabe

E rn st  H a e c k e l  is second only to Darwin as a 
champion of the doctrine of Evolution. His books, 
which have had a wide circulation in Germany 
and have been translated into most modern 
languages, have played a great part in the develop
ment of scientific thought.

The most important of the many volumes that 
proceeded from his pen was the monumental “ Evo
lution of Man,” in which the question of Man’s 
evolution is treated with an unsurpassed sweep of. 
comprehension and wealth of illustration. Embry
ology, old and new; the modern science of Evolu
tion ; Fertilization ; Our Ancestors— protist, worm
like, fish-like, five-toed, ape; Evolution of the 
Nervous System, Sense Organs, Organs of Move
ment, Alimentary System, Sexual Organs.......These
are some of the fascinating and important subjects 
discussed in this great work.
Library Edition, in two vola., xxxii + 774 pages, 30 Plates, 
463 Illustrations, 60 genetic tables, £1  Is. net the two vols. 
(inland carriage Is.).
Abridged edition, consisting of nearly 400 pages, with an 
Illustration on almost every page; cloth, 4s. 6d. net, by 
post 5s. 3d.; paper cover, 2s. 6d. net, by post 3s.

(Full particulars of the Rationalist Press Association Limited, 
complete catalogue, and specimen copy of the "Literary 

Guide,” free on application.

London : WATTS & CO., Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street,E.C.4
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Second E dition  in Three Months.

G O D  AN D  THE

U N IV E R SE
EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & EINSTE111

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN
With a Reply by Professor A. S. Eddington

Mr. Chapman Cohen is a philosophical critic of 
intellectual gifts. His book God and the V^ve ^ 
is the best, and perhaps the only serious attemP 
winnow the scientific work of Eddington, Jeans, U 
ley, and Einstein from its pseudo-philosophical acĈ e 
tions. Such criticism, coming as it does from) ,y 
foremost Freethinker in the country, is par tic n13 
refreshing.—The Sunday Referee.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)
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JUST PUBLISHED.

BRAIN and MIND
BY

Dr. ARTHUR LYNCH.
\

( This is an introduction to a scientific psyc '̂ j
' a ii ology along lines on which Dr. Lynch lS
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(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) j

| P ric e  - 9d. Postage id. |
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entitled to speak as an authority. It *s 
pamphlet which all should read.
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A BOOK THAT NONE SHOULD MISS
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