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llythical Christ.

m,r criticism 1ms gone a long ''»y t0 ..
-  U,c belief in a supernatural Jesus, lhe ^  T

ew Testament character to other admittedly
of

^e
b'hoio.

characters, the obvious absurdity of 
'Tuath A  as historically true the story of the birth, 
''btorie'i  ̂ crucifixion of Jesus Christ, has made his 
\  ( ĵ,a existence about as credible as that of Jack 
^ f o u t ^ ’^er or Santa Claus. To-day there are to 
v'ho (̂ a< scores of “  advanced ”  Christian believers
V k Ily tbe truth of the Virgin birth, the Jesuine 
Tem.. ' ’ and the resurrection, while the most “  re-

Cl,Ti.
t̂'lrai *̂ unbelievers may throw the super-

ijity ()j. Christ overboard without exciting the hos-til;

N o i
11.0 average young curate. So far the criti-

^ bli. earlier Freethinkers may be taken to have

¡ T 1"
ŝi'ed itself. The virgin-born, miracle-working, 

nesting, resurrected man-God may be impliedthe ...
,|f>t So Sij.rrnons of the better educated parson, but it is 

Bm «) 11 Plainly and straightforwardly affirmed. 
?rigiual l0re exists another superstition, born of the 
*' tlie' 0Pe> and which enjoys a wide vogue. This 
^kiug^’Pcrstition that the New Testament story en- 
,l!°ralit , bgure of some teacher, who taught a lofty 

’ and whose ethical influence 1ms endured

"ls r ï ,fethe ages- There is no question but that 
% i r iessed belief covers what the modern psycho- 
‘ s call a

«st that Rationalisation.”  It masks a timid- 
,,:N ;S|, ! L V  from a direct and complete break with 
biui.ni^d belief. It reduces heresy to a point that 
'a rtt . ca the penalties of unbelief, and enables one 

11 °ne’s position within the ranks of respectable 
A\v ,y He loudly opposes the mythology of the 
bntio„L'H,aincnt, but he atones for it by an avowed in- 
irHls , rescuing the man Jesus from the supersti- 

bal^^/'ccretions of centuries. These tissue paper 
itlier will not or cannot recognize that the 

Jesus is just as much a superstition as the

supernatural Christ of the orthodox faith. These 
men have intervals of lucidity which prevents their 
being quite so flagrantly stupid as a Fundamentalist, 
but they morally proclaim the veracity of a supersti
tion that lacks the historic excuses a Fundamentalist 
may offer.

* * *

Myth Upon Myth.
The thesis that a bundle of moral platitudes, placed 

in the mouth of a lay-figure such as meets us in the 
pages of the New Testament, built up the Christian 
Church and conquered the world is as fantastic a 
supposition as can be found outside a theological 
training college. What impression could the repeti
tion of these moral maxims have possibly made upon 
the Jews who were already acquainted with every one 
of them ? Or could one seriously think of them giving 
Jesus the rank of a great moral teacher with the edu
cated Pagan world ? Why, one could acquire a 
better knowledge of ethics from reading the mere 
chapter headings of an English translation of Aris
totle’s Ethics than could be gained from the whole of 
the Gospels and the Epistles. And certainly no one 
after reading the Platonic dialogues dealing with ethi
cal problems could dream of placing the New Testa
ment on a level with them. Morality, after all, does not 
consist in a knowledge of a handful of maxims which 
may mean almost anything one likes to make them 
mean, and no one lias ever been made better by 
mouthing them. They have only helped to make 
moral emotion do duty for moral action.

No less a person than John Stuart Mill helped to 
give currency to the superstition that after the world 
had got rid of the supernatural Christ there still re
mained the moralizing Jesus, who stood 11 in the very 
front rank of the men of sublime genius of whom our 
species can boast.”  Alexander Bain rightly des
cribed this as ‘ ‘ a concession to the existing theo
logy,”  but it is the kind of foolish and unwarrantable 
concession that English publicists are very fond of 
making. We have also Lecky, who, in open defiance 
of the facts he recites, speaks grandiloquently about 
the manner in which the life of Jesus has transformed 
the world. The best reply to all these statements is 
the state of Christendom when the power of Christ
ianity was greatest, and the general character of the 
mass of the followers of Jesus in all ages. We have 
thus superstition piled upon superstition. First we 
have the superstition of a God incarnate in human 
form, who comes to save man, not by a reorganization 
of social life, but solely from the horrors of the future 
life. Then we have— bred of a compound of moral 
timidity and theological apologetics— the superstition 
of a supremely good man, whose whole aim was to 
usher in an ethical millenium, with yet a third super
stition that this wholly fictitious Jesus has at some un
specified time and in some unspecified way saved the 
world. These beliefs are stupid enough when voiced



by a professing Christian, but to have them pro
claimed by those who have given up belief in the 
supernatural Christ drives one to attribute the phen
omenon to either sheer muddle-headedness or, in 
Bain’s language, to a concession to established theo
logy. The striking thing is that the character whom 
it is claimed has made for the ethical betterment of 
the world seems at present to have no power for 
aught save to add to the prevalence of moral humbug. 

* * *
Clotted Nonsense.

When professed disbelievers in all kinds of super
naturalism are found mouthing about the moral 
character of Jesus one may excuse Christian preachers 
following suit. Here, for example, is a passage from 
a sermon by the Rev. Henry Emerson Fosdick, widely 
acclaimed as a scholarly and an advanced clergy
man : —

He broke away from the codes of His people and 
in consequence was crucified. They saw Him leap
ing the fences of their ethical codes, and they hated 
Him. He was an experimenter. He moved out into 
new ranges of moral life saying, “  Except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.” His Cross is the measure 
of the daring with which He broke away from old 
codes, but, mark th is! Pie broke up, not down. He 
experimented with new possibilities in goodness, not 
with fresh styles in badness. He pioneered the 
development of those constructive forces that build 
society, and not those low self-indulgences that break 
society to pieces.

From beginning to end this deliverance— common as 
it is— is unadulterated nonsense. Taking the Gospel 
story as it stands there is obviously no breaking 
away from the ethical code of the Jews, and there is 
no indication whatever that anyone who is supposed 
to have listened to him was seriously offended at his 
moral teaching. How could there be ? There was 
nothing in the purely ethical precepts of the New. 
Testament with which the Jews of nineteen centuries 
ago were not familiar. Jesus was not brought to 
trial for a moral offence, but for a religious one. Pie 
was charged with blasphemy, not immorality. It is 
ridiculous to say that he was put to death because he 
denounced the Scribes and Pharisees. The practice of 
“  going for ”  certain established classes in society is 
one that has been common in every age, and no one 
is seriously disturbed by it. No one appears to have 
charged the Jesus of the New Testament with being 
an ethically bad man, and no one appears to have 
cared to enquire whether he was or not. Bad and 
good men were about as common two thousand years 
ago as they are to-day. Mr. Fosdick is more than 
merely wrong when he implies that Jesus was hated 
because he said that certain people were morally bad, 
or because he was urging people to adopt new moral 
rules. That is a sheer travesty of religious history 
whether by Christian or non-Christian. The men and 
women who have been killed or imprisoned in the 
name of the current religion were not so dealt with 
because they were ethically bad characters, but be
cause they outraged the religious beliefs of their con
temporaries. If Jesus Christ ever existed, there is no 
need to look for the cause of his death any further, or 
in any other direction than we look for the persecu
tion of heretics in all ages.

*  *  *

Greek or Christian.
Ethics is a department of sociology, and the notion 

that an ignorant Jewish peasant, whose knowledge in 
any direction was in no wise superior to that of the 
most ignorant around him, could have commanded

the allegiance of the world in virtue of his ^  
greatness, is in the highest degree absurd. l̂ie
of him as an experimenter in morals is laugh3}5
whole principle of the New Testam ent and of <he

Christian Church is that of authority, aim sCje]1a' 
disastrous in morals and sociology as it lS 115 aiid 
It was the Greeks who saw that institu '0  ̂^
teachings were so many experiments in livinfT. , (0
tested by their influence on human well-being 30
ie modified as circumstances demanded. Thes15 .

tendencies have been in sharp conflict for
seven hundred years. On the one side the 1. . .  - oppose
saith the Ford ” of the Christian revelation
every new idea, denouncing every modific^ tlk 
established modes of conduct, and on the 0 a]l 
spirit of the old Greek enquirers ready t0 Tell-h^' 
rules and all practice in terms of human '
The picture of the incarnate God, djdng t0 S£jeast 
kind from the terrors of the after life has at jjeiv 
dignity of an ancient myth. The picture o ^  0,ve$
Testament Jesus as the one to whom the " tr3i 
its moral inspiration is nothing but a del 
humbug.

blí

Chapman
CoöeN-

The Legend of Loretto-
be

The Catholic Church will, fifty years hê "ê  i
still

authoritatively teaching its supernatural cree
past centuries.”—Father Woodlock.

that y■o#“ You do not believe, you only believe 
lieve.”—S. T. Coleridge. ¡u

. .1 10" 'e
It is interesting to note that the Virgin < ¿̂¡i.

‘ jin’
by

tipA<r
has been proclaimed the “  Madonna of the 
Doubtless, the Romish hierarchy hoped» 
action, to bring the Roman Catholic R.elig’° to " 
date, and also to give additional popular 
very famous and profitable shrine. reo^'

The riddle of Foretto makes very curio'1* sil 
to all but zealous Roman Catholics. The fa1 ^  i'1 
actually invited to believe that the very 1 
which the “  Virgin Mary ”  brought Up 
at Nazareth remained there for thirteen y;jtor'' 
years. This in itself is a sufficiently astound’^  ̂ ¡jijb 
but religious faith is a fearful and a wonder 1 fl1
and is capable of even greater strain and slr^  i,eCi>"f

. .  . .  ,
u> . oH

»e ' 
,»55 
i  r

wh>lst tb«

story continues that some of the “  angel* 
alarmed for the safety of the old honieste»1 ^  
failing an appeal to the landlord, they int^5̂

llPoi 
•ad

across the Mediterranean sea to the coast of tl,f

their own sacred account. One day the b°’ 
ished, leaving not a brick behind. The c0lIj  riff 
ate “  angels ”  had carried the old honiesto'^tF

where it remained three years, presumably 
“  angels ”  recovered their breath. * *j 

angels”  again pulled together and fiid* ( 
ancient house on another journey across the 
Adriatic to Foretto, Italy, where it was 
a chimney pot or a brick being out of place- ((

. . —  j  ^ ------ ...................................

self, which was almost as aged as the o ^ .,0, 9ji0 ■

Of course, Foretto possessed not only tl,e . »> 1>‘
Mary’s ”  house, but an image of the virg"1

• °  -a Fif t*1
The story goes that the image was carved 
friend of the family, better know as “  Sa'11 y'llIT| 
Its shrine was one of the show-places of !*' 
Among other adornments the image l'!1( 
crown with over three hundred diamonds, a! 
eight rubies, the gift of the pious Queen Cl' fji F 
Sweden. During the French Revolutionary ' &'[,
shrine was sacked, and the image taken aV' a^tef'' 
ously, on this occasion, there was no angel**-V 'u o ir , cm  u u o  CIC v ra s  l i u  a i ' f t -  .i

tion. The image was restored when Nap°‘e 
terms with the Pope.

;ir



t h e  f r e e t h in k e r
August

■ * , „ nt this particularA few years ago the revenues a{ler aii,
s''rine were estimated at £12,000 a >eJl’ e tj0retto 
there is some method in all this mac .piracies ”  to 
""age has been credited with similar which
those of Eourdes and other popu ar s tltiraol«*. >'miracles

-••ever, it will be noted, whether Roman Catholic,
teek Church

made a cai1 *)e explained by tliose who have 
°̂tveverS;t 'V.,?* kith-healing. All miracle-mongers,

disord v'“ urcn> or any other religion, rely chiefly on 
sh0rt L'!S i°̂  ^le nervous system, and one and all stop 

This • res*-orati°n of ati amputated limb. 
e ^ U - l i k e  credulity is passing wonderful in
study i!n.en aud women in the twentieth century. To 
n „ * u is to
!.Cro"d, and

essay an enquiry into the psychology of 
an ignorant one at that. Let there ie 

mistake on this point. Roman Catholics are 
Jluly ignorant folk. Even their priests are 

, 1 educated in the patter of their profession. r 
J‘nf y  believers are not permitted by their priests to 
1;ad books or publications criticizing their re- 
tlf 0n: They are told that by so doing they unpen 
, c'r immortal “  souls,”  and are in danger of eternal 
<anmation. Even colporteurs of Protestant BibleS,
for a ,ts are ill-treated in Roman Catholic countries, 
versi0./ba'OUs Papist will no more read a Protestant 
I'niiie’1 ^’e Christian Bible than he would read
Cathou^i6 0/ Reaso>'• or the Freethinker. No Roman 
Priests ° 1-'lay even become a Freemason, because 
0"'ti T<djJect to all secret societies other than their 
lfceti,r 3 Cntbolic young man attends a Freethought 
enjplô ’ s'ns more grievously than if he stole his 
chara 5er s money. What constitutes the obstructive 
"bich 6r l'le R°n,an Catholic Church is the abyss 
aroiu ,'!°'v separates it from the highest intelligence 
ap 1 ll> the live, alert brains of the 11 intellectuals,”  

d,the lead
«e en( stereotype of dogma.

°f t], l)aralysis of this greatest and most 1 rowerful
V  Ch ’ •
"h,
siv

en
ord

ere lristian Churches has been a slow process, 
"as a time when she was almost all-powerful, 
be exterminated all opponents by fire and 

and n' racd< an(l gibbet, leaving her more ignorant 
It r°re bigoted than before.

The. bUired centuries to produce this dire result. 
'ndir e triumphs of Freethought throughout Europe 
Cath0p 'V contributed to this end. Every Roman 
l'rocesi!C "  bo became an “  intellectual ”  assisted this 
Hon1js]i' _ * be more brains that were drawn out of the 
its j,.. 1.Church the more did the huge mass part with 
tiere actual leaven, and tend to flatten down to a 

bi pass intolerance and superstition, 
the  ̂arkened and superstitious times the power of 
bnishfcj matl Catholic Church was very great. It 
Slarfc ’ so far as this country is concerned, with the 
at atl° fbe ghastly fires at Smithfield. It was never 
t'rap  ̂ time so unquestioned and unresisted as in
$Qiv,„ °! ‘ taly, Austria, and Spain. There is a whole- 

‘e ohs •

h-h, of
eUev, me emotional Latin races. It shows itself

the ... L‘r the whip is cracked too loudly, as CharlesI I r e . * . » . . .

tbat\uiDsiinacy in British blood, which is cooler than
t

c°st *rst aniI James the Second knew to their bitter 
bi'bss a,ld as the long contest for the freedom of the 

f c ,« *  °f speech also proves. 
sbali -S °ra^ can never do its worst in England. We
or su; ; ^ r again, as a people, favour the confessional, 
W * «  to the poisoned weapons of priests; their
1. '■ I It 1r»o 1 „ rr . , • e . im___  _; A______  •_tl

litt;
ha

ie ]|( lllCa  ̂ affectations of celibacy, their tyranny in 
°nie, their officiousness in public affairs, theirbace Priestcraftaj r '  and robbery at the death-bed. 

days ' f a saIe seat on British shoulders in the dark 
<WS of almost universal ignorance, even before the 
<Jreq 1 lbe so-called Reformation. It is an impossible 
'hop , n°w that there is an organized national Free- 

Tarty, which has inscribed on its banners 
1 On, S,*®nTicant and stirring Voltairean phrase: 

rUsh the Infamous.”
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Fables Founded on Fact.

T he T wo F armers.

1. And He spake unto His disciples and to the 
multitude that had gathered unto Him; and He said 
to them; Hear ye the parable of the husbandmen.

2. Behold, in a far country, there dwelt two hus
bandmen that were neighbours; and the name of the 
one was Ber-Lever, and the name of the other was 
Athinka.

3. Now Ber-Lever was an upright man in the eyes 
of most people of importance; for he feared the Lord 
and did worship in the Temple upon the Sabbath 
and upon feast days, giving thanks at all times to 
Jehovah for the blessings which had been bestowed 
upon him, as well as for those to which he had helped 
himself.

4. For he hoped thereby to obtain further favours 
from the Almighty, both in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth corrupt, and also (chiefly) on 
earth, where both mothballs and rustless steel prove 
effective enough.

5. It was only in the privacy of his inner chamber 
that he ventured to curse the weather for which, 
amongst other blessings, he believed Jehovah to be 
responsible. For, being righteous in the sight of all 
such as were like unto him, he durst not openly utter 
that which he thought in secret.

6. But Athinka, his neighbour, was a man of evil 
repute. For although lie was a good husband and 
father, and neither robbed nor spake ill of any man, 
he did nevertheless ignore the Blasphemy Law and 
the Prophets, and offered up no sacrifices in the 
Temple.

7. Wherefore he was shunned by all respectable 
folk; save only such as were compelled to seek him 
out for subscriptions to this or that charity. And they 
were not a few.

8. Now there arose a great prophet in the land, 
and his name was Ulaiah, the son of Spitfaiah. And 
the spirit of the Lord descended upon him and com
manded him to speak unto Atliinka, saying :

9. Lo, the Lord hath spoken by the mouth of His 
servant Ulaiah, and hath said : Cursed he Atliiiika 
and all such as think like him; and cursed he his wife 
and his children unto the third and fourth genera
tions; yea, even unto the fifth, sixth and seventh 
generations— and more, if there he any.

10. And cursed be his corn and his chattels unto 
the same number of generations. But blessed be Ber- 
Lever and all that is his for ever and ever— and longer 
if possible. Amen.

11. For inasmuch as Athinka hath not dedicated 
one tenth of his goods to the service of the holy 
Temple and its holy hangers-on, so shall the judg
ment of the Lord descend upon him and upon his 
kinsfolk, even unto the most innocent new-born babe.

12. But, saitli the Lord in His mercy, in the day 
that Athinka shall repent the folly of his ways and 
shall subscribe to the Christian, the Tablet or the 
Church Times; and in the day that he and his wife 
and his children shall worship in the Temple and 
shall not omit to put at least threepence each in the 
plate.

13. On that day, saith the Lord, shall I let the 
light of my countenance shine upon him; and lie need 
fear neither storm nor tempest, neither foot and 
mouth disease, nor any oilier unpleasantness which it 
may amuse Me to torment him with. Thus saith the 
Lord.

14. But Atliinka hearkened not unto the words of 
the Lord which His holy Prophet said He had said; 
for he did not believe anything that Ulaiah said—

Mimnerm us.
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strongly suspecting him of a vivid imagination and 
ulterior motives.

15. Nay, rather, he smiled within himself and 
kept his own counsel; reading, in his spare time, that 
which was written concerning scientific agriculture, 
and such like heresies.

16. Now it came to pass that the season of hay
making drew nigh. For, much to the surprise of 
Ulaiah and the priests, it seemed very much as if the 
Lord had actually answered the prayers for fair 
weather which they had wafted up to Heaven, accom
panied by clouds of inferior incense.

17. Yet the soul of Ber-Levcr was sad within him. 
For it grieved him considerably to see. that the sun 
shone with equal vigour upon the just and the unjust; 
and that the hay of Athinka had benefited to the same 
extent as his own.

18. For, said Ber-Lever communing with his soul, 
Wherewithal doth it profit me, O my soul, to wear out 
the knees of my breeches in the Temple and to carry 
the plate before all men, if the Lord doth make no 
distinction between His servant and that skunk 
Athinka.

19. So when the Sabbath was come and the hay 
lay ripe upon the fields, ready unto the gathering 
thereof, Ber-Lever arose betimes, he and his wife and 
his children, his menservants and his maidservants.

20. And they went up into the Temple. And 
Ber-Lever bowed his face before the Tabernacle even 
unto seventy times seven (which being interpreted 
into the Hebrew tongue means about half a thousand); 
and lifting up his voice, so that none might ignore the 
sanctity of his intonations, he prayed to Jehovah in 
this w ise:

21. Oh, Lord of Lords, God of Gods, King of 
Kings, Prince of Princes, President of Presidents, and 
Heaven knows what else ! Oh, Maker of all things 
that are and of all things that aren’t ! Hearken unto 
the humble petition of Tliy most miserable and insig
nificant germ of a worm.

22. Look, we beseech Thee, upon us grovelling 
here in abject abasement; and then have a look at 
Athinka— if Thou canst find him. Where, O Lord, 
is the blighter? And why is he not grovelling here 
alongside us? Because, 0  Lord, lie doth set at 
nought Thy most holy commandments, and is prob
ably still hogging it in bed.

23. How long, O Lord, how long art Thou going 
to tolerate such iniquity ? Thou really niustest put a 
stop to it. And in this matter Ulaiah thy servant 
and I are in complete agreement (aren’t we, Ulaiah?)

24. Therefore grant, O Lord, that after all our 
hay hath been gathered on the morrow, thou wilt com
mand Thy heavenly fire to descend upon the stacks of 
Athinka (giving mine a good miss), so that they may 
lie utterly destroyed from the face of the earth.

25. That thus all faithful people may know the 
wickedness of Athinka and may praise Thy justice 
and loving-kindness, glorifying Thy Holy Name from 
everlasting to everlasting and back again. Amen.

26. Then Ber-Lever and all his kinsfolk returned 
to the farm with joyful noise; and they did feast off 
roast beef and two vegs., not to mention marmalade 
pudding and brown ale, until the second hour after 
noon.

27. And at that hour they laid them down to rest 
until the sixth hour, even as the Lord had commanded 
that they should do— save, of course, the maidser
vants, who had to wash the dishes.

28. And at the sixth hour of the evening, it being 
still the Sabbath, Ber-Lever betook himself again unto 
the Temple, he and his wife and his children— though 
the latter did mildly protest that they would fain have 
gone to the house of moving pictures.

f cnrh29. But Ber-Lever would have none 01 s  ̂
cration. P'or he feared the Lord greatly, atl ¡ie 
opinion of the congregation still more; 3n0.remselve5 
could not tolerate that others should enjoy the
in any other way than the one he chose for

30. Now Athinka was (as we have a °j jje-
hinted) a man of Belial. Not that he believe' ^  it 
lial any more than in Jehovah; but simply beca^ be 
was obvious to Ulaiah that his actions com' ^  
prompted by the latter all-powerful deity, nll̂ j]0ugh 
therefore be instigated by the opposing, 
scarcely less almighty, divinity. ^¡lc

31. Wherefore upon the selfsame Sabbat1» ^ st. 
Ber-Lever did serve the Lord with prayers £llÛ o 
ir,g, Athinka and his menfolk did sally forthA ^  
fields, and they did toil all day in the broil'11 
even as the Lord had forbidden them to do. <.S|

32. And they gathered in their hay int.° Sf,eli5' 
while the hay of Ber-Lever still lay upon t‘1(' . ],oHr 
ripe unto the gathering. Even unto the eig'1 ^  to
of the evening did they labour and do all the> Jlf 
do. And they rested not from their labours 

their hay was stacked. , ,vjs
33. Now an Angel of the Lord beheld "  '^„d- 

done, and how Athinka had spurned the c° ŷ- 
ment of the Lord, which He commanded all n'e ’ tj,e 
in g : Thou shalt keep the Sabbath holy- ' 
Angel aroused Jehovah from his weekly

34- And the Lord spake unto the Angel sa) r an
Who art thou, O disturber of the peace; and'' ui
thou not asleep, even as I am and all the vjtl

-rot'1Heaven ? And the Lord was exceeding "  r

the
the Angel— as who would not have been.

35. But when His anger was appeased, 
of the Lord ventured to explain himself; êl. mi)'1’. . .  . . • vigi> .

;iife

that Jehovah would commend him for lus \(d 
and, perchance, promote him to the rank 0

angeL . , nPoil
36. But to his utter chagrin, the Lord tur> pe-

him with renewed irritation and said : Get j ^
hind me, thou morbid slice of fiction ! Wha ’ ,ttefthee, dost thou think that I can do in the i«a *' pi“ 
am that I am— and that’s about all that I ll"'j1„iiillt- 
the weather is as it shall be--for my laws at*-' 
able. -  ̂ ji111

37. Go, get thee to the other end of Hca'  ̂pd' 
shake dice; and disturb me no more till Monda) „tii

lour the
Conference is to be broadcast, and I would 11
noon at two o’clock. For at that hour the ill'*

the fun for worlds. I have spoken ! , ce K
38. So the Angel of the Lord bowed his ^  Jlif 

fore the wrath of Jehovah; and he withdrew 
presence with a sore heart. For, after all, b’s 
tions had been good.

39. And the Angel wept.
40. Now it was about the tenth hour:• of the e] C[0

ing of the Sabbath when the Angel coniine*1 j.p 
weep; and he ceased not from weeping for f°r - 
and forty nights. 3 cji}'

411. For a thousand years is as a day in 1 (̂>lg ti! 
of the Lord; and forty» days is about half an 
an Angel. And all the while that the Afl£e 
his tears fell in torrents upon the earth beiiea ^i'1’

42. And the hay which Ber-Levcr had E ^¡d' 
his fields was ruined. But the hay of Athinka»  ̂
had been gathered into stacks, was sold subs'-1
at a great profit.

43. He that hath ears to hear, let him buy ^jp" 
wool. And he that hath eyes to see, let him l1'1
a pair of blue glasses.

44. Lest common-sense enter in where c jioU' 
was, and the Word of God be recognized for 
sense it is.

C. S- FpAS
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The Harbinger of Scientific 
Psychology-

lf)UN Locke occupies an exalted position ,j.q 
P'oneers and apostles of modern plnlosop • erally;
«keley, Hume, and the Deistica . e> Locke’s 
ailt> Comte, and Spencer all owe a trÛ . con.

Immanent contributions to philosop i> ^ sulerable. Kw —  -
!n «le

but 
stimuli. perhaps his supreme greatness consists

. -  cumulus he gave to contemporary .
lnS seekers into the secrets of life an ^  mQSt

Campbell Fraser hails Locke as one .story Q{
'"'spicnous figures in the intelle far

Europe while Dr. W . * - Sotlcy goes to Rtof- •’
on
Phil,

tlie
. - , »V.L11C U l. VV. AV. OUlltJ 5U “ “

state that: “  John Locke may be regarded as, 
e ^ie mosj. important figure in English

But he allows that others outshone
Vvhol

"re-hens-1 gcnius; that Hobbes was his superior in com- 
Hality Sl' c’‘ess. and that he lacked the daring origi- 
Other tic , r^eL y and the rare subtlety of Hume.
^mi0;,‘i;iKCrs au earber or a later day might be 
S°l,hiCa| • 'vIl°  manifested equal if not greater pliilo- 

lnsight, but the judgment seems sound whichPro,
Heal

Pop,,
Canj0l̂ Ces that Locke was “ surpassed by none in
hitjij, j ’ Sagacity and shrewdness.”  Locke was cer-
°f his p SS at̂ vanccd in theological theory than some
fhampio°U*emporaries* but not one of the causes he
11 Pollf , 'las since suffered discredit. For alike
!>is varj,t'a > Psychological and religious speculation
’1 cliar °Us contributions were distinctly progressive

acHcter.
Yy X\- 1
•lost l • ,orn at Wrington in Somerset, in 1632. 
'1 the "s mother while still a little child, and much 
P'tal ”anner of John vStuart Mill, Locke’s father, a 
traip;n °rriey, exercised a solid influence in the 
a ''urit Ullt̂  ôrrnation of his son’s mind. Reared in 
'■he,, f i 11 environment Locke was ten years’ old 
"ioi,s  ̂ L arnied conflict between Crown and Com- 
%  P ii^ ari' He was at Westminster School when ̂ 1 wao cii v* c^tiuiiiokci utnuui nv.11
'Hatg Vi1'1 divines assembled in Loudon to stormilv 
&*p»7 " ed in Calvinistic theology, and
'Hite],. u'e "Fnessed the execution of Charles I. in 
'l'e trJ?. ; Entering Oxford, young Locke found 
1,1 the ' Itlonal Schoolmen’s version of Aristotle still 
% es ascendant, hut the germinating ideas of Des- 

*' ^ac°n were under discussion and their in- 
\Vhe V'as felt despite official disparagement.

St>iali f? ,̂s father died in 1661 Locke inherited the
*UaHy estate in Somerset. In company with

ĉUlar , ler eminent men whose fame rests on their 
'■ btĵ i' J°Urs, Locke at one time favoured an eccle- 

fi'ltai •Cnreer- But his deepening sympathy with 
i^Qm'^dependence, and the distressing spectacle 
ergy 1 by the fanatical and intolerant Puritan 

l̂ dcg] fi^ ed  him to relinquish all desire for the 
^etai { ' “  f- f°lind.”  Locke tells us, “  that a

¡w Ĵ eedom is but a general bondage, and that 
a°Ssers ar assertors of liberty are the greatest en- 
He °f too, and not unjustly called its keepers.”  

..dies °'V became intensely interested in medical 

.fill .  ̂ail<f although lie never took a degree he prac- 
thy amateur doctor in Oxford. This gained 

f,ilrl 0f rH-ndship of Lord Ashley, subsequently first 
. f his I laftesbury, who had come to Oxford to bene- 

r ealth. Locke soon became the trusted ad-%
s Ais patron, as well as his family physician, 

l|>c ..Lrved
ti. °ifi "* as Shaftesbury’s secretary while he held 
't'Jf  ̂ 'e °̂f Ford Chancellor. Locke also acted as 

U|(!sce. Shaftesbury's son, afterwards celebrated as 
lcal author of the well-known Characteristics. 

X 1" imblished little of importance until 1689, 
vyL' laA attained the mature age of fifty-six. But 

rs of close observation, reflection, and study

Sof

now enabled him to compose writings for the press 
which appeared in rapid succession. His Epistold do 
Tolerantia, originally published in Holland, appeared 
in English in the same year (1689). In P'ebruary, 
1690, Locke’s Two Treatises on Government were 
presented to the public and one month later the 
eagerly awaited Essay concerning Human Under
standing appeared. This work proved an instant 
success. Its doctrines aroused the enthusiasm of the 
more enlightened of the younger generation, while 
the custodians of orthodox tradition strove to secure 
its suppression. Dr. Stillingfieet, Bishop of Wor
cester, attempted an answer, although that able eccle
siastic was more concerned with the conclusion so 
consistently drawn by Toland from Locke’s Essay in 
his Christianity not Mysterious than with Locke’s 
work itself. Locke was driven into a written contro
versy with Stillingfleet, and this discussion lasted 
until the Bishop’s death in 1699.

Locke stressed the truth that human judgments are 
frequently fallible. The Essay on Toleration (Epis- 
tola de Tolerantia) and the Treatises on Government 
reveal Locke’s concern for the unrestricted exercise 
of reason. It is true that he excluded Papists and 
Atheists from the toleration he wished to extend to all 
other theorists in matters religious. But the political 
and social conditions of the seventeenth century 
rendered impossible the Catholic emancipation of a 
later day. And Locke’s devout theism, with his un
faltering faith in the divinity as the author and sanc
tion of all good, blinded him to the truth that ethical 
values repose on factors of social utility in no way 
concerned with the existence or non-existence of God.

The arguments he advanced in favour of religious 
freedom appear unanswerable. “  The business of 
laws,”  writes Locke, “ is not to provide for the truth 
of opinions, but for the safety and security of the 
commonwealth, and of every particular man’s goods 
and person. And so it ought to be. For truth would 
certainly do well enough, if left to shift for herself. 
She seldom has received, and I fear never will re
ceive, much assistance from the power of great men, 
to whom she is but rarely known, and more rarely wel
come . . . But if truth makes not her way into the 
understanding by her own light, she will be but the 
weaker for any borrowed force violence can add to 
her.”

Locke’s political principles were strictly utilitarian. 
Men should remain free to adopt whatever form of 
government they deem most serviceable to themselves. 
And the philosopher and literary mouthpiece of the 
political compromise of 1689 (for Locke was certainly 
this) declared that the community should possess the 
power to change their government if they considered 
the change of public benefit.

In his Essay on the Human Understanding Locke 
urges the right and duty of discarding all those cus
toms and beliefs which hinder the advance of truth’. 
Mankind fails to realize that however useful long 
cherished observances may have proved, yet a strict 
adherence to them is frequently detrimental to pro
gress. All our knowledge is the result of experience. 
Innate ideas are alleged mainly for the purpose of 
defending propositions logically indefensible. Yet as
sumptions which are proved in practice to be war
ranted must ever be preserved. But when so-called 
“  innate principles ”  cannot withstand the test of ex
perience it is man’s bounden duty to reject them as 
mischievous and worthless. At best, they remain 
utterly unproven. Although Locke lived in pre-evo- 
lutionary times he plainly discerned that a latent 
capacity to realize self-evident truths is inborn in all 
sane men, for he tells us th a t: “  There are certain 
propositions which, though the soul from the be
ginning, when a man is born, does not (consciously)
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know, yet, by assistance from the outward senses and 
the help of some previous cultivation, it may after
wards come self-evidently, or with a demonstrable 
necessity to know the truth of, is no more than I have 
affirmed in my first book.”  The common misconcep
tion that Locke regarded the human mind at birth as 
a smooth or blank tablet is thus disposed of. As Prof. 
Campbell Fraser states in his volume on Locke : “  He 
had no intention to deny the fact that we can rise to 
self-evident truths, which neither need nor admit of 
proof; for innateness with him means a man’s original 
possession of such truths consciously.”

As might have been expected Locke’s great work 
was condemned by the Oxford authorities. In a letter 
to his young friend, the Freethinking Anthony 
Collins, Locke promises merriment over the antics of 
the obscurantists at their next meeting. Collins was 
ever welcome to the elder man, and did much to cheer 
the evening of his days. Locke died in 1704, and was 
buried at High Laver, where a few loved friends, in
cluding Collins, gathered to pay their last respects to 
the distinguished dead.

T. F . P almer.

Opposites.

It ’s the lane that seems the longest proves the sweetest 
on the turn; it’s the boy who acts the strongest that to 
“  mother ”  women yearn ; it ’s the cloud that looks the 
darkest shows the brightest silver lining; and the man 
who boozes starkest gets our thanks for drink declining!

It’s the groggiest-looking boxer wins our plaudits at 
the ropes; it ’s the seed we sowed the deepest gives best 
answer to our hopes; it’s the student who is quiet makes 
his essay ring the truest; and the man whose laugh’s a 
riot at misfortune looks the bluest!

It’s the book we deem our brightest that the public will 
not buy; it’s the dough that rises lightest makes the 
palest, deadliest pie; it ’s the dinner eaten queasily that 
must give you indigestion ; and the poem written easily 
that is taken without question !

It’s the feet that speed the fleetest when anxiety’s the 
spur; it's the laugh that sounds the sweetest when it 
follows Sorrow’s burr; it’s the holiest of silence comes 
upon the heels of storm; and the bore we wish a mile 
hence gets the kudos for reform !

It’s the skinflint takes the laurel when he gives a 
large donation; it ’s the tyrant, gross, immoral, who 
makes known his trembling nation : it’s the over-vir
tuous lady proves the willingest Jane .Shore; and the 
slush I’m writing—maybe?—makes you cry aloud for 
More !

J. M. S tuart-Y oung ,
Onitsha, Nigeria.

The Book Shop.

T here are hosts of novelists, and a continual deluge of 
novels. Many of the novels, through lack of imagina
tion, chiefly deal with murders, motor-cars and tele
phones. They do not appeal to anyone whose taste has 
been cultivated by serious reading and a study of the 
world’s best story writers. Take, for instance, Cer- 
vante’s Don Quixote, the novels of Tchekov and Kuprin, 
Flaubert’s Salammbô, and Madame Bovary, Fielding’s 
Tom Jones, and Joseph Andrews; these are fairly typical 
samples of national art and craft in fiction. A back
ground of knowledge of them, at least, gives a reliable 
standard of judgment. I do not live in hope of seeing 
many modern novelists making a serious contribution to 
the mental development of the human race ; to go no 
farther than titles and jackets, enough is as good as a 
least. For science, then, read the newest ; for good 
fiction the oldest- for the substance pf fiction even, read 
the classics. Reading Chapter X of the Offices of Cicero,
1 found in it the origin of a play “ The Monkey’s Paw,” .

August g ,

Chapter IX., a sentiment that has been P°|(
shed
thatand in

by Voltaire without removing the sound sensej]jc|, #e 
we should never venture on any action, of 
doubt whether it is honest or dishonest.” The 1 

| that set me off on this paragraph appeared in_ jj,e 
I nouncement that the writing of a novel has let . reJ 

overwork of Mr. Gilbert Frankau, who has been fl,aS 
to rest in the South of France. If another no' e 

; never written, there would be enough in eXls ^
, keep the world interested, providing that what 'v .̂efl 
I was understood. The modern novelist must not 

seriously.

The third edition of Christianity, Slaveiy and l a\W«f!
luced

by Mr. Chapman Cohen, adds another well'P1 . 
book to the list of works by the editor of the /'U'O  ̂  ̂a 
There is a permanence to a book that seems lack 
pamphlet or paper cover edition; I confess to a , s],elfi 
for a book that will stand up straight 011 a !300__,]„ bec i  u u u t v  i i i u c  w i n  o t a i i L i  u .|.»  a u  a i g u t ,  - 1 1 1 3 )

have a plain title, and hold numerous notes that
This edition was worthy °f 1 aud 

ing, and, characteristic of its author, is the sy rfQ).
used as refreshers.

ease of compressing his case with a minimum of
lasts ttic

Credulity will exist as long as the human race 
jnany claims of Christianity in all its phase an jorCe, 
have been repeated, and with the addition 0 t̂tei1 
ritual, and suppression of opposition they ha' 
deep in human consciousness. Reiteration has  ̂ jt 
a fact to those whom authority is the last " ’°r j.0 $
is only when Christianity’s claims are subject® j{r, 
examination, that the bottom of them falls ol' 
Cohen, for his facts, draws from many sources an ^ apv 
his own conclusions, which will not be acceptab* jr re- 
who rely and nominally come in contact with ^  jn 
ligion once a week. There is a wealth of infPrDlil,erjoiv 
this book, and the facts alone commend it to the ^ ^v 
study of sincere Labour leaders. Mr. H. Cutner ^ gj,ip
vided an excellent jacket design, showing the iFA fla5 
Jesus in full sail; the human mind is confrontc«^^b) 
book with a very concrete example of the trut 
Luther, that the Bible was a nose of wax. 
picture was produced was always ugly.

WliatcV

If one takes the attitude of Socrates, who sa" 0f
in Athens that he could do without, the buy'^c j,avWin

ikf:book becomes an important transaction. One riln<- 
very definite reasons for adding to worldly e n c u m  ^  1? 

And again, having sown the wild oats of indis'1̂  ^  
the shape of books that have been given a s a 01
bye, the book bought is going to be read. Ï hi1 the
of the Chinese, Brentano, arrested my eye ’!!
tonnage of books in a shop ; would there be an} IF 
it of Lao Tzti? There was—quite a liberal port'0* pi- 
work in language that the mind must sip slo"’ 
Precepts are valuable to any student, aud 'n a,id11 
them they appear to be the original sound °* t ¿¡Ik 
later precepts are merely echoes. One of the n?0|jpci5' 
cult to practice is, 11 Requite injury with h11’ fC i’° 
This from Lao Tzu 604 b.c. There is therc feCe?̂ ' 
biblical copyright in the substance of this P ^ d 1 
Another.precept, which rolls about in the world 0̂ yF 
ings in various disguises, is the followin E- ‘ , j i s e "t 
knows others is clever, but he who knows liimse . 1> 
lightened.” A little of Lao Tzu goes a Ion?,," jti
has earned, from me, his right on a bookshelf 
company of Thoreau, Emerson, Nietzsche, SpH’o*3

as
i f
b?

kindred spirits. And I conclude this paragraph ^  11 
gan ; the buying of a book is an important n,a cO’1 
sound mental digestion cannot be maintained 
stantly chewing chaff.

, r e^ 'jThe July Adel phi., together with other good 4̂ • 
has an arresting article by Geoffrey West, c,j 0JUC' 
Philosopher of Detachment. It serves to 1,1 v̂i,ni?Philosopher of Detachment. It serves to 11
Henry Chester Tracy, who was born in I’eiin}^^ 11 
and at the age of two was taken to Turkey, "  
spent ten years at Marsovan.- From the extract* 
one recognizes another Thoreau, but with a V't’ i 
Tracy is trying to work out a philosophy, tangin'.’ .. l»" 
opposition to a society that accepts standardly

i
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kcts of Kfctle doubt that it is founded on the verifiable 
must sf rogy ' Just to give a sample from bulk, I
tiatura] f* r̂om ^ r- West’s quotation : “  1 value the 
of a„e 01est because it clears the mind of an illusion 
filings 1K corruPtion, a fear and horror of decay. These 
{utility t]0 *lar,non'zed ; and against a lyin;

magie
logic of

re is an eloquence of living leaves.” There 
5 certain '* m woo<ds 1 not to be misunderstood, there is 
'Opilcr 1 Peace that, to the artist, the poet, or the philo- 
ll'oô j’ .llaT t>e interpreted in a hundred ways. The 
Tracy ../, " estennain, by Meredith, sensed this magic; 
heisafU0Rnizes *t in the forest, and it may be that 
sanity f')rcrun.ner of those who will mark out the path of 
%o\vi°i a vilizatian that threatens to fall to pieces. 
00035; ' 1"imble Philosophy is that by treading on grass, 
of histo3 10û s solitude, and contact with the giants 
"’ii’d an?fi brough books, all act as a governor for the 
of tlle j 10 body, for I agree with Thoreau in the truth 
they y that— “ Men have an indistinct notion that if 
long eJc'' UP this activity of joint stocks and spades 
to ll0 ,.°uSh all will at length ride somewhere, in next 
Uien ur"K’ and ôr n°thing.” and, in the truth, “ that 
soiric ,,°an lnuier self-inflicted burdens, for the wholc- 

ai'ts of life are few.” C-dk-B.

Acid Drops.

°r 'JemolritUal exPerience ” can he scientifically proved 
S Hat 11Ŝ ra*'e<̂ ’ sa^s the Church Times. That 
jj’ta Cai We have been saying for years. No 
t actuall Scieiltifical1y Pr°ve or demonstrate that 
■ 11 lep-p. j  sa'v a three-headed cow chasing a four- 
ls convi t̂r rahhit up and down the Thames. But if he 
> .  q S : d that he see it, this is a spiritual experi- 
"1yone t Cv.aS K°od as the spiritual experience that leads 
ah>Urd to 1cbcvc in the resurrection of “ our Lord.” It is 
entitle asdi f°r scientific proof of either helief, for 
lli>U Proof means evidence that will induce convic- 
N e t A ° rmally  constituted individuals. We are in
I is larmony with the Church Times on this point. 
Ĥfcer Thtful to find two such journals as the Free-

and the Church Times pulling together.

'i Jj’psy g .
‘ unth told a mixed gathering of the pious that : 

K  are episcopalians, Baptists and Methodists pray, 
tasvf abhe. It is only when you quarrel that you 

ĵ t t i , j | . tell.”  Quite so. When they pray they arc 
re]j .'ln8 about the meaning and interpretation of 

Ratine1011 Christ. When they do think about the 
1' T aild interpretation, they quarrel. After that, 

the effrontery to tell the world that the rc-
II °artl Christ is a creed of love, which will bring peace

and make all men as brothers.
‘J'Ĵ ___

Hoabohardy old advertiser, the Rev. R. J. Campbell, 
^¡eb Ut twenty years ago invented a “  new theology,” 

tbe T  a c°ntemporary critic said, was “ neither new 
foe? C°8y>” declares in the Church of England News- 
L  iiim ■ “ Materialism has defeated itself.” Under 

style and title of “  Chancellor,”—we last 
/ tl^ a'rr' as a Canon— Dr. Campbell attempts to reply 
/>tions tand Russell’s contention that “ industrial popu- 
' rir,ji '̂®rywhere are tending to Atheism.” “ He may

’ ’ H t, adds this apologist of religion, “  it is 
I11 ®st , e Prevailing tendency of the hour that should be 
’’tiij-g ,,°Scfy scrutinised in any attempt to read the 
j'9n A Solomon indeed ! It seems that this gentle- 
'■Qnd0nVcnt«red to tell a private assembly of clergy in 
''mb a Year or two back,”  that “  there are forces at 
''¡ th i^ ^ y  which may change the whole face of things 
l<! “ decade.” He adds that “  that a new interest in 

u'L-d " .d s Redeemer is becoming manifest in unex- 
Ij’fi brrti,rC'es'”  don’t wonder that “ the majority of 
H  st.;;,rul pn esent expressed themselves as dubious of 

atcnie„t."

judging or “ reading” the future by the 
* kb {q *be hour—and “ reading the future ” is more 
1 tij1(r 1 Palmists than for parsons—we may add that if, 

 ̂ ,ll°re rationally, we judge the next generation by

the general tendency of that in which it is growing up 
we shall incline to the opinion that it will not like Dr.
Campbell look with a friendly eye on “ those who did
not know about Shakespeare,”  and who had “ no novels, 
no magazines, no newspapers, no science, no football 
matches,”  and when “  the sporting world and the 
financial world hardly existed.” When a man says that 
that narrow world was a better world than that we live
in, and that “  the typical man of our age has lost the
vision of far horizons ” of those who lived when “ foreign 
politics ”  were “  religious questions ”  we rub our eyes 
to see if we have read aright, for the author of this rub
bish serves up weekly counsel of a sermonising character 
to millions of readers weekly. We understand, however, 
that it is not for Campbell, but for its competitions that 
the journal is so much in demand.

Writing about the Flaws in School Education, “  Can- 
didus,”  of the Daily Sketch ,says :—

The methods of the school are wholesale; if they had 
no set-back every child might leave school like every 
other child. The parent may correct the process in 
foolish ways [i.e., indulgence] ; but he does recognize 
what the schoolmaster so rarely does—that the child has 
an individuality which, however you prune and train, 
has still some right to persist. I often think that school 
education destroys more character and ability than it 
forms. Education tends to make children like each 
other, to produce types; but the big things in the world, 
both for good and evil, are done by being different from 
others. If a census were taken of the really famous 
men of each century, it would, I suspect, be found that 
the amount of great achievement traceable to the school 
training was surprisingly small. It is in the mediocre 
range of character and achievement that school training 
is most efficacious, but how much originality it destroys 
in the process I should not like to guess.

In this connexion, there is no harm in suggesting that 
maybe the pedogogic world is still dominated by the 
Christian Church’s notion of forcing every child’s mind 
and character to conform to one model, and of training 
every child to think as he is told to think. The dis
couragement of independent and original thinking by the 
Christian Church is notorious.

A Roman Catholic says, in a daily paper, that “  the 
Church of England has never done anything to discour
age war.”  Whereupon, another reader, Mr. J. W. 
Poynter, asks :—

Why Church of England in particular ? Has your 
correspondent never heard of the Crusades, started and 
kept going for centuries by Popes, of the horrible war 
against the Albigenses, of the Spanish Armada, blessed 
by the Pope, of Pope Innocence V., who denounced the 
Peace of Westphalia, which ended the Thirty Years’ 
War in 1648, by allowing rights to Protestants ? Narrow 
sectarianism has produced as many wars as narrow 
nationalism.

We may add that the wars produced or fostered b y 1 
religion which claims to be bringing' brotherhood 
among all men were notorious for their ferocity.

Some Churches cannot get enough men for the min
istry, says a writer; but the Wesleyan difficulty is that 
the Church has too many. It can only take 85— and 180 
have offered themselves this year. We gather that 
although God “ calls”  180 men, the Selection Committee 
thinks it knows better than God, and rejects 95 of the 
“ called.” The rejected are, we presume, too stupid to 
wonder whether God is having a bit of fun at their ex
pense.

One of the primitives in our midst thinks that the ex
planation for the spate of wet week-ends is not hard to 
find : —

I think the Almighty is provoked and pained at the 
godless way Sunday is treated—so very many people only 
think of going out in their cars all Sunday pleasuring.

There’s one consolation. God’s punishment falls on the 
godly as well as the ungodly. But perhaps this fact 
makes it hard to believe that wet Sundays arc sent by 
God as punishment. Now if the wet fell only on the 
ungodly, how very convincing that would be as to the 
truth of our primitive friend’s hypothesis!
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Despite industrial depression, Sheffield, we learn, is 
endevouring to raise 100,000 guineas for new churches. 
There are, of course, some worse uses to which 100,000 
guineas could be put— but not many.

The prison population in Scotland last year was the 
lowest since the war. The fact should serve as a re
minder that the doleful prognostications of the mini
sters, anent the efforts of the irreligion of the age, must 
not be taken too seriously. Perhaps when all kinds of 
wholesome amusement and recreation are available in 
Scotland on Sunday, keeping idle minds and hands out 
of mischief, the authorities may have even a better tale 
to tell.

Dr. Workman, President of the Wesleyan Conference, 
gave some young parsons some good advice. He says :—

Above all, as Methodist preachers, remember not to do 
vonr thinking aloud. Think as deeply and as anxiously 
as you like in your own study, but when you face your 
congregation remember that it is not to proclaim your 
doubts but the certainties of your faith . . . Never let 
anyone imagine for a moment that you are in any hesita
tion as to the fundamental truths of the eternal Gospel

In other words, don’t say what you think, but what you 
want the fools to believe. After this, we feel sure the 
young parsons would fully appreciate what the Irish 
tutor told the divinity student was the first thing for 
him to learn— “ That the public is an ass!”

1 of
will either be altered out of recognition or be sop 
by some other method of censorship. a v.ery

The Attorney-General, Sir Wm. Jowett, m a d e aa. juwci'r —  wh°le 
significant statement last week. “ I feel that 1. cjory," 
system of the licensing of films is very unsatis 
he declared. “  I hope we shall be able to dfivls .. yly.
fVlitlir lio tfo e  5> >̂0 -*-i t-i rifi hp til ivCfl P t *

will beWhether the change, if and when it comes, 
the better is another matter.

The statement may not be quite unconnected 'v
ith the

fact that a certain Methodist journal, whose P 
pathies are well-known, has been howling for Cl

uritaaSft111-
ensors'ship

do someth.5;of a sterner kind. Of course, one must — c-flL 
please the chapel voter. How much pleasure with 
goers will extract from films censored in accorda 0f 
Puritan ideals—well, that also is another matter. 
course, if films are to be allowed on Sunday they fe. 
made as dreary and unattractive as possible. 1 
spect must be shown for the Lord’s Day..

I he Saturday Pulpit has disappeared from the • ^  
Chronicle, and the feature is now replaced with (1 Qjje 
Sermon by J. A. R. Cairns, who is described M jp- 
of London’s Wisest Magistrates.”  The change fr0” aI1d 
hurdy-gurdy language of representatives of chum e ^  
chapels is refreshing to anyone who does not eXPe 
much from newspapers. This Magistrate’s office.p gjd 
him in a better position to know humanity as it lS’ce» 
not as it is imagined to be by those who worh 
week in a trade that would deny the privilege ol 1 
ing on that day to the public.

Mr. Edgar Wallace, in a partly excellent leader in the 
Sunday News (July 26), thus refers to the differences be
tween the Archbishop of Canterbury and Dr. Barnes. It 
is, he thinks, about the question “  whether, when the 
communicant receives the wafer and wine he actually 
receives the body and blood of Christ, or whether the 
wafer and the wine are symbolical? The Bishop says 
they are symbolical. Mr. Wallace goes on to say :—

One section of the religious regards perhaps the holiest 
and most exalted act of worship as a miraculous reality, 
and there is another section of the Church which dis
misses it briskly as “ a superstition rejected at the Re
formation.” To the layman . . .  it is all highly compli
cated and technical.

We are sorry to say so, but this is just drivel. It is 
not at all a complicated matter once we dismiss the possi
bility of what Mr. Wallace calls a “  miraculous fact ”  
and a “ miraculous reality.”  What we should like to 
know is, is a “  fact ”  or a “  reality ”  of that character 
outside that order of “  facts ” equally represented by 
what some call “  The Lord’s Supper,”  and the “  Holy 
Mass ” ? If Mr. Wallace were as familiar with the Bible 
and the Articles of Religion of the Establishment as he 
is said to be with Ruff’s Guide to the Turf, he would not 
spoil a well written indictment of Secularism by such 
loose writing as that we have quoted. We will wager 
Mr. Wallace never found any “  miraculous realities ” 
while on the look out for plots or winners.

Says an Anglican bishop : “  The vitality of the Metho
dist Churches, now happily to be united, must be a 
source of satisfaction to all who value the Puritan tradi
tion in English life.”  For our part, we cannot imagine 
any really intelligent person valuing the Puritan tradi
tion, with its narrow and uncultured outlook, its itch for 
inflicting prohibitions on other people, and its degrading 
effect generally on English life and character. The 
followers of the Puritan tradition claim freedom of 
thought and action for themselves but deny it to others. 
That English life is enriched thereby no genuine lover of 
freedom will admit, even though it appears to be a source 
of satisfaction to a few Anglican bishops and a horde of 
Methodist parsons.

From Film Weekly :—
NEW CENSORSHIP?

It appears that before long the British Board of Film 
Censors which has laboured well under many difficulties,

__  . „ o<
One cannot apply the usual methods of t'1’’’ 0j fle 

understanding of works on theology. The reac [pit 
Divine in Man is asked to accept the stated pis1 
“  Man is a dependent creature, but God has P? g pd
potentially a nature like His own— a self conscrod 'tcP
sonality, so that man is in a limited way what ^ tl>* 
ally is.”  The author W. C. dc Pauley, may h >* 
confidence of the Almighty, but until we l>a' 1 gift  ̂
will be as well to asuine that there is no silc 
man.

----- . v ’s K
A critic (in the Observer) of Upton feinclaj

book Money Writes, calls forth this note. B ', e 
Mr. Sinclair does for modern American literal _ ^ fit 
he did for its modern theologians in The ^r£)”ATjtb ^ 
ligion, i.c., shows their intimate connexion \^efest̂  
influence by capitalistic persons and ideas And  ̂ ppt  ̂
But this is not to say, as this critic does, t*1®, ^ c 1
Sinclair has the quality of “  tiresome sameness 
pally “  because he refers everything to â  ■ "'j j ot|,c, 
background instead of a spiritual one.”  Tc "  po"11̂  
basis can we refer Sinclair Lewis, or the late p 1.
“ Once the old social and economic churches *( app.T( 
cleaned out,”  says the critic, there will be an 
ing silence of that immense desolation.”  But 
only means desolation for— dirt !

It is not often that Jesuits are not spry c"° rjf ^  
to be caught contradicting each other.
Church Times is right, there is a nice little^ jjocT 
on between Father Day, S.J. and Father TV o  ̂ 0[ t  ̂
that ilk (Cardinal Bourne intervening on be b 
latter) as to whether “  the English Labour 
Socialist Party in the Continental sense.”   ̂ pit  ̂
pointed out here that Socialism and L ib e r a lis e d  
Continent have implications not generally p̂oi'5 4 
them here, but, nevertheless legitimate imP pic 
volved in their accepted principles according li, g£lyS .

llHr
authoritative expositors thereof. “  The P°l,<j’ ¿jia 
Church Times, “  is fully justified in declaring
true Catholic can be a true .Socialist,”  but, aCti c<>titl\t 
the Pope, that brand of Catholicism which °u ^jc dL’T 
porary champions is not the “ true ”  variety- » 
wonder that the organ of “  Anglo-Catholu’1;'; „.cp l>j, 
that “  vague • general advice is all that 
successfully give on political matters.”  But ”   ̂
declares that Fascism is Pagan and that So<u’a !' Chv\

the « V
if

Slavery, why need that affect the readers 
Times an)1 more than it would effect uS- 
add, most people in this country ?

,  o f  tin’  , ,

-ami,
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T°  CORRESPONDENTS.

Th-,,,1. IN(?.' Trou Will see it has already been dealt with. 
C. Aakiu 3 ! tbe, same-

at i)u -AMS—Thanks. The editor’s absence from London, 
VentsrilU" ’ ‘tu<̂ A'le s l̂or*: week owing to the holidays, prc- 

Th °Ur US'n  ̂ a* ^le moment.
r‘ turnTe.‘ t,linker ’ ’ is supplied to the trade on sale 01 
retnn'.i difficulty in securing copies should be at once

Th' S ectt0 thU o n 
street ,Ur Society, Limited office is at 62 Farringdon 

The N̂ on,don- E .c^.
Street n<1 Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon 

When ih':0nd0?’ e -C-4- 
uexi0rl ?crv‘ces of the National Secular Society in con- 
tnUnicaf‘ 1 Secular Burial Services arc required, all com- 
R. ¡1 ¿°ns should be addressed to the Secretary, Air. 

Otters t 0Sê i> giving as long notice as possible.
<Hdrr<l°[ *lle Editor of the "  Freethinker ”  should be Tile ,, Ssect to r,, n— ~ - -
ŝltlng~'n'"nKer ”  will he forwarded direct from the pub- 

0’le yea >CC ,̂e foUorving rates (Home and Abroad):— 
Eccttifg âlf year, 7/6; three months, ¡to.

k
4ll

■ ■ •’ C  n „ l ,  J — ’  I t ” '  ----- --- -• J/v-
a C.<j 5 HCes ««*t reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
'' serted  ̂ i,le Post on Tuesday, or they will not be 

Che,
and Postal Orders should be made payable to 

Qcrke»,.:™*! Press," and crossed *'->
Cnu’cn Branch J

’ Midland Bank, Ltd.,

Sugar Plums.

Mr. Cohen made it quite plain that it was to the in
terest of the Society to hold peaceful meetings, and to do 
all that it could to prevent disorder. He also said that 
so far as it was possible we were willing to assist the 
police in maintaining order, and to pay attention to any 
reasonable suggestions that might be made to that end. 
lint we did not intend to permit the right of public meet
ing to be set on one side because a few rowdies cared to 
make a noise, or because a police officer decided that a 
meeting should not be held. In any case, the legally 
unwarrantable police order has been met in the only way 
it could be met. The meeting was held, and Mr. 
Brighton has spoken. Nothing was done, no disturbance 
ensued, and we hope the matter will end there. We ex
pect it will. If not, well. The Society has had tougher 
problems than that to handle.

There were many requests that Mr. Cohen should pay 
some lecturing visits to the North of England, and lie 
has promised to visit Sunderland, and also other centres, 
if suitable halls can be secured.

We are pleased to learn that ten new members of the 
Birkenhead Branch of the N.S.S. joined at its 
last meeting. The new Branch is full of fire, 
and we hope that the enthusiasm will be main
tained, meanwhile we commend what is being done 
to groups of Freethinkers in other parts of the country. 
The next meeting of the Birkenhead Branch will be held 
on August 16, at Beechcroft .Settlement, Whetstone, at 
7.0 An address will be delivered by Mr. Abel on “  Out
lines of a New Satanism.”

1<m’s visit to Durham, on July 39 and 3°> 'vab 
aim t; y successful. The Town Hall was well fined, 
*Ml, t,linkers were present from South Shields, New-
W  Sun<lerland, and other parts of Durham and 
W \ ’berl;l»‘l. Best of all, the bulk of the audience
self * e<* t°-be made up of residents of Durham City 1 - 
tV irD ny whom were probably listening to a iee 

“ j. 1 a<klress for the first time in their lues. The 
is !  " as listened to with quietness and attention, am 

H  a rtain that the attention to Frcethought will not 
The attendance was the more gratifying as 

N l fl P Vas a very wet one, and that must have aftec ei 
the Chae Visitors from a distance. Mr. Brown occupied 

air ut both the indoor and outdoor

Mi,
it

meetings.

„M ,, la> the weather was kind and, the open-air 
held in beautiful summer weather. This 

¡.'Mitisj ' as * ê main object of Mr. Cohen’s visit. The 
dT'̂ ton 'Cljs are these. Some weel cs ago Mr. J. T. 
^trict, j , ° ’s doing regular open-air lecturing in the 
4  M  a meeting in Durham, and at the close of

«5 ? «Vsome students belonging to the University 
V ->-c \Vn lstlirbancc of a not very serious kind. No 
q ;*ctiU 1 bave lJeen taken of this but for the ill-ad- 
J ’ hricyi.?11 o£ Police Superintendent Foster, who wrote 
ih!C yo„ ,.°n. t,lat because of the disturbances “ I hereby

Marn4 iec that you will not be permitted to speak 
rJ Undr., <Q} ^'ace, Durham, in future, as your remarks

This
™ „ « J « « !, cause disorder and a breach of the
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was an order that Superintendent p o ste r

S u i  w S  is called, it is 

5 r‘t^ .  ucting with the ' fiJ ’̂ vould visit
b  v s  s i l t
V j f *  meeting was held in the was
H - * L had spoken for about an hour, Mi. BngmSnt ° addres ' i mi co He spoke for ss the meeting, and i ■ J-tisfied that lie 
M ot'Quarter of an hour, and we at\  n audience.

sPcaker to needlessly exaspc •  ̂ n0 intcr-
•':tenceVtrc several police officers l>rC!a; ’ tpe Super- 
"!h,,p.4 as offered. Probably by that ti „  to
'''terf had discovered that he ' tprcat will he S ,ie. c- We do not think that kind of tlire

feast to the N.S.S. or to any of its

The Pioneer Press has purchased a limited number of 
copies of "  Immortal Man, A Study of Funeral Customs 
and Belief with regard to the nature of the Soul,” hy 
C. E. Vulliamv. This is an authoritative work on the 
beginnings in primitive life of the belief in a soul and a 
future life, and one that we can confidently recommend. 
The book was published in 1926 at 6s. It is being offered 
for as. 6d., by post as. 9d. Those who wish for a copy 
should send for it at once. The supply is likely to be 
soon exhausted.

We do not think that any serious and informed writer 
doubts that in that hodge-podge of mythology that has 
come down to 11s as Christianity astronomical mythology 
plays a prominent part. The evidence in this respect is 
too strong. In What Does the Bible Conceal? Mr. 
E. C. Sapliin has given a brief outline of this evidence, 
which is concealed from the ordinary reader of the 
Bible, because he lacks the key to understand so much 
of what he reads. Mr. Saphin’s pamphlet is simply and 
clearly written, and is- published by the author at the 
price of twopence. The pamphlet may be purchased from 
the Pioneer Press, by post twopence halfpenny.

As was to be expected, Mr. G. Whitehead had good 
meetings in Perth, whenever the weather allowed them 
to be held. The local saints are sincere and enthusiastic 
in their work for the Cause, and Mr. Whitehead’s visit 
has acted as a tonic. Mr. G. Whitehead is now in the 
Glasgow district, and details of meetings will be found 
in the Lecture Notice column. The local Branch of the 
N.S.S. will co-operate in all the meetings, and it is 
hoped all members will rally to the support.

Mr. J. Clayton reports surprisingly well attended meet
ing during the past month in various parts of Lancashire. 
If the thousands of unattached Freethinkers in the 
country would join up with the N.S.S. the Executive 
could extend the work to other areas.

In the report, in our last issue, of the meeting of the 
Executive of the N.S.S., reference was made to the Study 
Circle which is being formed to help young speakers, 
and to keep members abreast of our movement generally. 
It will assist in the work of arranging a programme if 
those intending to join the Circle would communicate 
with Mr. R. II. Rosetti, and state the evenings 011 which 
they could attend.
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Swedenborg.

(Concluded from 'ftage 486.)

T hese five points, which do not pretend to be a com
plete synopsis, either of Swedenborg’s theology, or 
of its differences from the orthodoxy of his day, re
veal at a glance, as would the rest of it if we had time 
and space to set it forth, how the intellectual diffi
culties, at all events of Protestants, may seem to be 
cleared away by Swedenborg’s message. We will 
content ourselves with one concrete illustration of the 
working of his science of correspondences in the recon
ciliation of two apparently contradictory statements 
from the New Testament. They are as follows : 
“  Put up thy sword into its sheath. They who take 
the sword shall perish by the sword.”  (John xviii. 
11.) “  He that hath not a sword, let him sell his gar
ment and buy one.”  (Mark xxii. 36.) Plere, as it 
seems, is at once a declaration of pacificism and of 
war. Swedenborg disposes of the contradiction thus : 
“  sword ”  in the Bible represents the truths of faith 
in their combative function : “  garments ”  represent 
the externals, the non-essentials of religion, mere form 
or ceremony without faith, for example. And so 
these two texts come to mean (1) The standard by 
which a man is judged is the standard of the truth 
which he knows. By that, and not by his ignorance, 
will he live or perish “  spiritually.”  (2) The truth 
is of more value than the forms in which it may be 
contained, misrepresented, or obscured. It is better 
to be naked and in possession of truth than to have 
any exterior riches of apparel without it, or as it is 
put in another text “  what shall a man give in ex
change for his soul ?”

This seeming clarity where there was confusion is 
impressive. So also, to the “  honest doubter ”  who 
still wishes to be a Christian, are the doctrinal con
ceptions of the Trinity, of the Resurrection, of the 
uselessness of belief alone; of the necessity for using 
and not imprisoning or submitting reason to authority. 
The Catholic answer to this honest doubter, on the 
other hand, instead of appealing to his intelligence, 
repels it. As it is the object of this paper to avoid the 
least exaggeration we will quote not a Roman, but an 
Anglican “  Catholic ”  authority, to prove this state
ment. The late Rev. Ur. Gore, in the famous Lux 
Mundi, says : —

“  The Church knows what the Bible means because 
the Holy Ghost teaches her its meaning; and directly 
anyone tries to put a meaning of his own upon any 
part of the Bible, or to get any doctrine out of it which 
is not church doctrine, that person begins to go 
wrong. Remember this, and if ever it should happen 
when you are reading the Bible that a thought comes 
into your mind which seems to go against the Catholic 
faith, put that thought away at once. Don’t stop to 
argue about it. Don’t say, “  It is in the Bible.”  The 
Bible is the book of the Church. The Church is the 
keeper of the Bible, and the Holy Ghost is the 
Teacher of the Church. The Church and the Bible 
never contradict one another. If they seem to any
one to do so, it is because he does not understand.”  
The Council of Trent itself could not go beyond this, 
and, in fact, does not.

IV.
We would now enquire, in what respect does 

Swedenborg’s demand for our acceptance of himself 
as the divinely appointed instrument of the Second 
Coming, and the revealer of the only true inward sense 
of the written revelation (on which, both Catholicism 
and Swenborgianism assert the necessity for a divinely 
appointed interpreter), differ from the demand of the 
Church and in what respect is it more credible ?

dent for being understood, since it is a more 
exact science, only by more than averagely

, c
Is it more consistent with any conception o 

revelation conceivable that such a revelation 
have been made to a learned man, with a c01111>, 
style, and that the revelation itself should be ^

telligeIlt
. Mg Of

persons, and quite unfathomable to the sin . 
illiterate ? Unless the idea that the Lord has a 
ality for the better educated classes (an idea ^ 
borg himself would assuredly have scorned), a# 
accepted, the theological writings of that versa 1 
are out of court as a revelation. Tjsts

Nor is it necessary, as the Swedcnborgian ap° 0 of 
always suggest, to question Swedenborg’s l’one ’ sts 
sanity in order to reject his claims. Nobody s" 
that >Sir Oliver Lodge is either a charlatan <>t a  ̂ ^ 
tic; but the majority of those who accept him ^  
authority in his own department of science e ]jfe 
reject his spiritist works and ideas. In a pop11 „fe 
of Swedenborg (by George Trobridge) five chaptel . (0 
devoted to a laboriously and unnecessary attel )̂0]j. 
prove that he was ail excellent scientist, citiz«11̂  ^  
tieian, seer, and a most worthy person, and 0f 
number of his contemporaries, from the K1 .Th«

idSweden downwards, liked and respected him . 
same might have been said of Faraday, but d '^ e5e 
not involve agreement with the Eastern, and m ^  
days, perhaps, unhygenic custom of the sect 01 5)
he was a member, that the brethren (and s 
should salute each other with a holy kiss. 

Swedenborg, we may mention, in parenthesis^ 111hi’
cofl' 
as 3Conjugal Love, distinguishes between it and d ’e 

jugal sort, and represents the ideal m arriag
spiritual union incapable of comprehension by 1 . re 

• • . . .  alld, 11ary people. Swedenborg was a bachelor,./ V* WIVJ V.V ------------- ,
is every reason to believe, of unblemished cliasl'
that respect, as in others, it is impossible to study

in
hi*
the

works without a sense that they are best suited 'jU£Sl 
leisure of brainy people with time for m ental h° . ( i .  

and singularly lacking in the simplicity and 11 .̂̂ 5, 
tion that has characterized more successful evani1 ¡̂5 
both of religion and of secular knowledge. ■” 
is by the way. ^

It is not to be denied that Swedenborg’s revC. ajjc
are similar in kind, though marked by a

unknown, 1,1 ^ltlv
h3rl

narration which is rare, if not 
mystics, to, many esctatic visions that may 
in the Lives of the Saints, and elswhere. B *s î e 
to say, in many of these cases, where is the boro  ̂
between vision and illusion or delusion; just as e)i 
is a very thin and precarious boundary t ¡h 
“  spiritual ”  ardour and sexual passion I,nt>A . . . . * re
least, it is not claimed for the saints that they Lrati01!
individually “  inspired ” in the sense that inSP r p 1 
is claimed by and for Swedenborg. If it were so 
Infallibility, even with the aid of Newman’s y° ¿ft 
of development, would be less tenable than d 
to be to some persons, even at this time of day- 

To say (as Mr. Trobridge says) that Sweden (j,e 
teachings “  are exactly suited to the needs ^  0i 
age " is not to produce evidence of their tr,1*v,icliwh'cl
credibility. There are many new inventions j,y 
make this claim, but their suitability is jud£«  ̂ ttiL’ 
their use. Swedenborg, however, even if suited 
age in which he lived, which be certainly c0llS'jgc  ̂
himself and his teachings to be, had no knoivl«c .£f) 
the social and industrial (as distinct from scie  ̂ 6̂ 
changes that have taken place since the daw» 
special mission (1744) and to-day, one hundret 
eighty-seven years afterwards. ,.4d<

We conclude then that, even as Newman tlu^ ¡o' 
there is no alternative between Rome and Rc_£li’° . <>' 
(not that we are cheated by the rhetorical l),( 
Macaulay’s impossible New Zealander) the 3S
Church in its apologetics is at least as cre<:lible
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^'«lenborg, and unlike him, not un' ‘̂ % unning of
humanity, but with the knowledge <. and natural 
a*es' rich in the love and of the ^ eakn '’ .. alolle; a 
inoclivities of men. Swedenborg lived mosuy
scholar and '
•hoi’Usane! 

Woven 
e all

visionary. Catholicism, which for. a
years was the only Christianity in the world, 
into the fabric of the ages, and, although,

i  ̂/ifnrp tlic advance rstition is, to fall ultimately be attractive
1  Jtuotvledge, is an incomparably and
t  tCr from the storm of logic than the ^
eientific performances and, it inns >e nR the

J'ties, of one who was that rare t h m s f o£ 
■normally religious, a cultured, hono 

C°Ur*> as to his “ revelations ” mistaken
A lan H andsacre.

Knapsack John.

Pte<i from the Rumanian story of Ion Crcanga. A play-
tet for the non-bclicvcr ami believer.)

The pay-desk of an old-style Russian officer.J<an ... ...... ________ ...
Rjs . aRenig soldier, is standing at the table rcceiv- 

Three ast Fay. He has liis weapons and kit with him. 
,r four officers are in the room, one filling up

0iW bli f r,ee Pal,ers-
don ™e"> J°'nb here you are and good luck. You 

• But a ^°Ur duty as a soldier and now you are free 
hrati he careful of the brandy, I see you’ve been cele-

Johrf alread'
‘ noti!

Off,
r°ubl,

Just took leave of my comrades, sir, just
Ofi5Cgr̂ r’nh or two before

ues . Well, well. Here you are, John, two silver 
(John 0 sPcnd. And take care of yourself. Goodbye. 

l"! and • ltos and a little unsteadily marches out. Fade 
• dge i"1 Vp‘ ';h Church music to country lane, end of 
'«g a,)(j °n.K which John comes a little unsteadily, rcel- 

,S'nRing. Towards him is seen coining the 
atars ()," a.nd St. Feter, conversing quiety.

coming 
St. Peter

ar

- and
St. s°ldier).
fjo to Cr : '̂n a h ’ght) Lord, we must either hurry on 

hght. a °ne side; it is possible that this soldier is full of 
that i u Wo may have trouble with him. Thou knowest 

the a?*' .a drubbing from one of that kind, 
ftar In'Rhty : I3e not afraid, Feter, there is no need 

ĈaHtaM r̂ave^er who sings. This soldier is a good and 
Nbles e ’uan. Dost thou see ? He has only two silver 
'Rkar ° k's na,ue; and to prove it turn thyself into n 

°di<:r this end of the bridge and I will go to the 
^vcr raiI<̂ *-b°u wilt see that he will give us both the 

0ĵ  ubles in charity, poor man ! Remember, Peter, 
J have told thee that such as these inherit the 

>■ 0*n °f Heaven.
'f the c êr stands at one end of the bridge, the Almighty 
%  thr>1Cf anc* kegs alms. When John comes along, he
v̂̂ j. ClTl Unsteadily then draws out the two roubles and 
Johnne Cach to St. Peter and the Almighty).

’an , : I* ‘

(fJe !or He has wherefrom to give.
Sf. j, o.Rins to sing and slowly moves off).
,r’1“ cter : Lord, in truth, this is a good man, and he

- ~ ' ■  --- - ~ n  * r
yf>>) giving and gifts is Paradise made. There

God gave me and I give, and God will give

«11;gilt
The ai f'avc gone unrewarded from before Thy face. 

Hu i  ̂ ’eighty : Come, Peter, let Me take care of him.
fM n °Ine !
The c°mes back a few paces and they meet).

¡ 5 ToutiniRhty : Good journey, John. You sing and
•^minually. John : Thank you. But how do you 

 ̂ atn caHed John ?
Almighty ; If I do

brJt’hn :

not know who else would

“«»st i 11,1 f who arc you? (brusquely) How do you 
T],.° knowing everythin!? ?

Slat ; . ,nl>ghty : 
to

I

,llerat suPernatural religion, on the decline in every 
'̂Perstir" ' community; and doomed, as all

%
. . am the beggar upon whom thou j 

th». y at the bridge yonder, John. And who give# i 
,0' ^ r lends to God, the Scriptures say. Here i# | 

at* 'lack, for 1 have jjo need of money, I only )

wished to prove to Peter that thou art charitable. Learn 
; now, John, that I am God, and can give thee anything 

thou dost ask of Me; for thou art an honest and liberal 
man.

(John falls on his knees, sober, and prays then says).
John : Lord, if in truth Thou art God as Thou sayest,

1 I beseech Thee to bless my knapsack that whatsoever 1 
, wish may be forced to enter it, and unable to get out 

without my consent.
(The Almighty smilingly blesses the knapsack.)
The Almighty : John, thou art tired of wandering 

through all the world, thou must come and serve also at 
My gate, it will not be a bad thing for thee.

John : With pleasure, Lord. I will come soon, but 
now I must go and see whether something won’t drop 
into my knapsack.

(Fade out into room of Russian nobleman’s house. 
John is found begging for shelter.)

Servant : There are doings in this house, in this room, 
that will make you pay dear for this night’s rest. I 
know there will be work to-night.

John, (not yet sober) Work ?
Servant: (preparing to leave) Devils 1 The Evil One 

lives here, they say. We’ll see what’s what to-night. 
Either he’ll get the devils or the devils will get him !

(Servant leaves. John prepares to sleep on the couch. 
A dim light is seen in the room after he blows the 
candle out. He lies on the couch, putting his knapsack- 
under his head. Yawns, falls asleep. Suddenly the 
pillow is pulled from under his head and drops in the far 
corner of the room. John jumps up, seizes his sword, 
lights candle and begins to search).

John : Well, what’s this affair ? Either the house is 
haunted or the earth quaked, and the pillow slipped 
from under my head; and I stumbling about like a luna
tic ! It must have been an earthquake.

(He makes some holy crosses in the air with his finger 
and goes to lie down again. A number of voices sound 
through the room, some like cats, some like pigs, some 
croak like frogs and some growl like bears, all growing 
more and more hideous! suddenly John jumps up shout
ing).

John : Whoever it is he’ll have to reckon with his 
master, I ’m thinking! (shouts) Into the knapsack, good- 
for-nothings !

(A whir is heard as the devils crowd into the sack. lie  
ties the neck securely and gives the sack a sound beat
ing. He lies for some time, then begins to snore. Day
break peeps through the window and Scaraoski, chief of 
all devils, comes to discover the reason of his servants’ 
tardiness. A flash and John jumps up in a fury, shout
ing).

John : Who hit me? Into your knapsack? Eli! Let 
me judge you now, you unclean spirits; I’ll knock all 
the heresy out of you. You’ve found your judge in me. 
I’ll make you run till even the dogs lailght at you.

(He dresses, takes up bis things and goes ont. Fade 
out into yard. Daybreak. John makes all the com
motion possible. The nobleman’s servants come sleepy- 
eyed, tripping over each other).

John : I ’ve got them all here.
Servants : What's happened to you, you silly lout, that 

you must get up at dawn and make this row ?
John : What has happened to me? Well I ’ve caught 

a few hares, and I ’ve a mind to skin them.
Nobleman : What is the noise here ?
Servants : The greater part of the night we’ve not been 

able to sleep on account of this Russian. The devil 
knows what’s wrong with him, they say he has caught 
sonic hares, and wants to skin them, begging your 
honour’s pardon !

John : (to nobleman) See here, master, with whom I ’ve 
wrestled all the night . . . but at least I have cleansed 
your house from devils, and I make you a present first 
thing in the morning. Give orders that they bring me 
some gauntlet, and beat them so that they will remember 
all their lives that they have met with John, the servant 
of the Lord.

Nobleman : (timid) Bring him stakes.
(They bring stakes. John takes them and ties two or 

three together to form a switch. Then, in front of all,
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he loosens one corner of the sack and takes out each 
devil by liis horns, and beats him soundly).

John : Will you come back, then ?
(The tormented devils go off covered with weals. The 

people watch, especially the youths, with great glee).
John : (pulling out Scaraoski by the beard) Well, w ell! 

(he beats the devil soundly). If you please. You went 
out after trouble, and trouble you have found, Scaraoski. 
That’ll teach you not to go worrying people another time, 
dirty devil that you are!

(He lets Scaraoski go. Whrr. Scaraoski’s flight is 
quick).

Nobleman : (embracing John) May the Lord prolong 
your days. From henceforth stay with me, John. Be
cause you have cleansed my house of devils I will give 
you of the best.

John : But no, sire, I go to serve God the Master of us 
nil.

(He buckles on his sword, puts the knapsack on his 
hip, his haversack on his back, rifle on shoulder and sets 
off. The onlookers call various wishes for his journey).

Nobleman : Good luck. Had you remained with me 
you would have been as a brother to me, but as you 
won’t you are as two brothers to me.

(Fade out into the following day. John on the road, 
tired).

John : I have asked and asked, yet no one can tell me 
where God dwells. All shrug their shoulders. Surely 
St. Nicholas ought to know about this. (Takes ikon out 
of his breast and kisses it back and front— sudden fade 
out and bright day at the gate of Paradise!)

St. Peter’s Voice : Who is there ?
John : I am.
St. Peter : Who is I ?
John : I, John.
St. Peter : What do you want ?
John : Is there tobacco there ?
St. Peter : No, there is not.
John : Is there vodka there ?
St. Petter: No, there is not.
John : Are there women there ?
St. Peter : No, there is not.
John : Are there musicians there ?
St. Peter : No, John why do you worry Tnc so ?
John : But where do I find all these things ?
St. Peter : In Hell, John, not here.
John : Oh, what complete poverty there is in Paradise. 

I ’ll go elsewhere.
(Fade out into Sulphury smelling, iron studded door— 

the gate of the Nether Regions. John knocks).
John : Is there tobacco there ?
A Voice from within : There is.
John: Is there vodka?
A Voice : Yes, there is.
John : Are there women there ?
A Voice : How could there not b e!
John : Are there musicians there ?
A Voice : Ho, I101 As many as you please.
John : A h ! Excellent. This is the place for me. 

Open, open quickly!
(He stamps his feet and rubs his hands with pleasure. 

Fade out into the interior of Hell).
The Devil Door-keeper: All, an old customer! Come 

in surprised. (Surprised.) What Knapsack John! 
Out . . .

Chorus of Devils inside : Woe is us ! Woe is us ! We 
have been had!

(They scratch their heads woefully).
John : Bring vodka, tobacco, musicians and lovely 

women! I’ve a fancy to have a royal time!
(They do so, everything he demands. They run all 

over the place to serve him. John is in good humour. 
For sometime he riots as much as he pleases, upsets hell 
and starts to dance, roughly dragging both female and 
male devils into the dances, he upsets shelves and other 
things riotously. Occasionally an hurried conference 
takes place between two or three devils in a corner. At 
last the chief deviless dances with glee and calls).

Devi less : Much use your head is! If I weren’t here 
you’d suffer, worse than this. Bring me quickly a 
barrel, dog’s skin and two sticks, and I ’ll make him a 
plaything I know of, and you can chase him from here.

(They bring these things and she makes a ^
going outside begins to beat the drum as though ^  
John suddenly casts aside all and seizes his am 
hurries out; the devils slam the door shut; t’K> ^cin 
fully dance. John beats the door but only makes 
merrier. y0li

John’s Voice : Well, you Horned devils, if e',cr ]̂1at 
fall into my hands the knapsack will teach yoU 
for! jge

(The devils silently dance and begin to re-a 
matters in the chamber). . ^¡j.

(Fade out into Crossroads. John is studying t ® 
post, and finally takes the one marked to P a ra c ^ ^ c  
tramps on slowly, then reaching the gates rani h*6! 
he mounts guard. He stands helpless a day |.Lql0hl 
without leaving the spot. During the morning 
Death arrives). . ¡ni»c'

Death : (knocking) I come to see the Almigm.y 
diately, to receive his commands.

(John puts his bayonet to Death’s breast).
John : What do you want, and where are yoU « . e"li»s 
Death : To the Almighty, John, to see what 

further to command me. . r yo"
John : That is not allowed. I must go and bn S 

the reply.
(John becomes annoyed).
John : Into the knapsack, toddering fool! „saĉ  
Death : W oe! (Death vanishes into the k,iaP̂  ,,p 

Sighing and sobbing is heard from within. John fit- 
the neck with indifference and knocks at the gat 
Peter opens). lefiiig

St. Peter : Eh, John, so you are tired of Wa 
through the world after the lusts of the flesh.

John : I am very tired, St. Peter.
St. Peter : Well, what do you want now? .
John : I want to go to the Almighty and as 

something.
St. Peter : Well, John go, and no one bars y°111 

You are in every sense one of our household.
(John goes forward. Fade out into brilliant nf> 

presence of God himself). (  ̂ h"1
-  - ¿ y

t
now Death comes, and asks what more Thou n°s 
maud. | c0iJi'

The Almighty : Tell him, John, from Me, that 0|j 
rnand that for three whole years in succession 01 jy ) 
men such as thou shall die . . . (Pie smiles benlg11 

John : Good, Lord, I go now to tell him vvha 
hast commanded. . fcotf

(John turns away looking sick. He draws P ea

Ilin1

the

John : Lord, I don’t kn'ow if Thou art aware 01 $t 
for some time I serve at the gate of Paradise. A111

his prison).
John : God has commanded that for three whole y ‘ tji°

you are to cat old timber only; the younger you 
touch. Do you understand? Go! and do your du ^ le 

(Death goes. Black out. »Slowly fade in- 
Scene. Death approaches.) {Crd'

Death : The knapsack! The infernal knapsae £ ^ s9e 
fies me. But I have no choice, go I must. I ,111 
Him again. (Comes up).

Death : S till here John. sCt> n'*
John : Why not. Where would you expect to

tliro'when this is my duty ?
Death f  I thought that you might be chasing 

the world after your evil courses. f\A
John : Even though I ’ve just fled from the "

know its sweetness and its bitterness, may the (levi!

But what n1’akc5
take i t ! It’s boxed John’s ears, it has. 
you so feeble, Death, old man? ,j. tfcll|

Death : Your kindness, John ! I think you w°n c [£»r 
me ill again, but give way to enter God’s presen 
have important business. _

John: Why not! If you curb your appetite^ „̂tit 
the world won’t lose much . . . but perhaps y°l 
to have a little talk with the Almighty?

Death : You carry a joke too far, John. . .
John : So that’s your business, eh ? And into • .^t 

gain you abuse me? Into the knapsack, tottering y',!* 
Do as you please with whom you please only not < 
please with John.

Arranged by L. Col-1’

(To be concluded.)

i
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Correspondence.

To T,IE E ditor of tiib “  F reethinker.”

Si»..
1° X AND FREETHOUGHT IN AFRICA.

\-ery - V ^ t h b k e i8 in Southern and Central Africa are 
tlifcjr •1 , y scattered over this huge Sub-continent, and 
nient J  'v^ ual efforts in the interest of the advance* 
°f _ 'Eeethought and, particularly, the secularization 
0rtlinat° itdncat'onal institutions are not in any way co- 
far hr tl ’ 110r does it appear that any attempt has, so 

* bcc" made to do so!The
tsI*ci activities of religious bodies in C '"ii A,’-

ally hhe present moment, are such as
effort -

'So far on the part of all Freethinkers.
a,ul the'f"e 1,avc been largely passive in our opposition,
Slarists ’ 'Secular; " lat there are numbers of Freethinkers and 
known ' S scattered throughout the land is scarcely

>Hg innrlf0̂  r(Aigicm in South and Central Africa is gain- 
iiistit,,.. ai,ci more control over education, and public

snccCsE'°!’s bodies are invading the State Schools and 
"s Part of csbablisliitig their denominational teachings

Tl the regular School curriculum
°f Ule ^mmercial exploitation (in the name of religion)
ktiipajjt t]1Can Aborigines by Mission Societies is more

Wei, 
une 

n°Ws

tin 1bbau ever- 
tuS'ind es are evcr more loudly voicing their objections 
SW,„ y games, and, in Rhodesia, the holding of cinema

TP» t" " T'be I.ord’s ”  Day.
r Uer to hii V: Bishop of .S. Rhodesia, in a fairly recent 
tion 0f Us diocese openly expressed his avowed inten- 

PCrsisting in liis efforts to close the SundayH. . l<tSthe:
to

off e "^withstanding the fact that all theatres open 
- Sunday ee 

6 lurches
th. 'rnlay evening sessions, out of pure consideration 

es, after church services.
"teh Reformed Church of S. Africa is agitating 

lnctr  an<l more, and with increased success, for the
s3y nJ 0!1 °f healthy Sunday sports and amusements, to
acti. "°Uu 

lvitie of its blatant interference with the political
/\s T s ‘h the country.

ked ro'j. ^ngland, so is it in this Sub-continent— organ- 
C0|Utrit, i s  out for control in every walk of life— 
I W ^ l ,  political, industrial, as apart from its stip- 
aPpar  ̂ ; eff'timate functions— and it is largely due to the

'-m.esiro
lining

or genuine, apathy of those who think and 
mherwise that this sort of thing exists and is

it
an ever stronger hold over the country.

> p .s' n°k time that some co-ordination of ideas and 
Wtff  ̂amongst Freethinkers and other Secularists in 

"d Central Africa took place ?
^tioi,M0t. '■ be formation of a branch, or branches, of the'anal

Beh Secular Society in this Sub-continent ?
a movement would serve the purpose of making 

b>e n "'kers out here known to each other, and afford
> ¿ * 1 %  of the interchange of ideas and the co- 
t P<! tli " ’ ’lformation relative to movements taking 
tr°sts r°uffhout the country affecting our mutual in-

r̂Fn...
stem the

« •«**., - o ...... ...........^.... ................ <- c live in
kt S]|( j <l sparsely populated country it appears to me 

j -May j l an opposition is not inqiossible of achievement, 
p al] p’ 'brough the medium of j’our columns, appeal 
S'ntrjj] '°eIhinkers and others resident in South and 
■ 1 ''<'1] , 'ca, who may he interested in the formation 
- r5s<i orff<mizntion to communicate with me to the 

att0r as under, 
t.The ,o
l,(! or<v. nKcr wc remain quiescent the more difficult will 
^li > ,,lzation of such a Society become.
*̂0) bodies are profiting by the apathy of those

l V> are opposed to their activities, and

'*r£ai]\
opposition is the only way to si 

I’Ost n! organized religion, and although wc

1|>nii.Ss as under, and formulate their ideas upon the

>ely -
_l,ue that wc roused ourselves and

it is 
formed a

:"1 pQjj ̂ Position against their ever increasing demands 
If y0 cy °f domination and control.

CLU'd put me in the way of procuring literature

relative to the secularization of .State education, 1 would 
be more than grateful.

D on W alton.
Salisbury,

S. Rhodesia.

FOR FREETHINKERS.

Sir,—May I respectfully and most earnestly recom
mend every one of your readers, who has not yet done so, 
to read Mrs. Naomi' Mitchison’s story iu John O’Loti- 
don’s Weekly of August 1. It is one of the most beautiful 
short stories I have ever read, and very felicitously, in 
depicting the mental travail of a Greek youth of the 
olden time, puts the Freethinker’s position. The story 
is entitled “ The Garden of Epicuros,”  and has a pro
foundly human appeal. Ignotus.

W HAT IS “  FREE ” ?
S ir ,— It is rather hard that Mr. Fraser should accuse 

me of confusing various meanings of the words “  free ” 
and “ freedom,” when I did my best to be clear; and I 
must plead Not Guilty.

When your correspondent stated that a Catholic was 
“  not a free man in a Free State,”  it was so obvious that 
he did not use the words “ Free State ” in the Irish 
political sense, that I considered it unnecessary to labour 
that point. .So I asked for a definition of the term. I 
said there was no such thing as “  Free .State,”  and gave 
my reasons. I notice Mr. Fraser concurs with my view, 
so there is 110 difference between us on this point.

The “  Free State ”  fallacy having been disposed of, we 
can pass on to the next point. Am I a “ Free Man ” ? 
I say “ Yes.”  Mr. Fraser says “ No,” because whatever 
my own views may be I leave the Rope to decide for me, 
and accept his ruling unconditionally, even though it be 
contrary to my judgment. This is where Mr. Fraser 
slips up. I do not accept the Pope’s ruling uncondition
ally ; but only in those things in which I consider him 
competent to direct me. But I do the same with other 
men in other things. I have to defer to my doctor in 
medical cases, and my solicitor in legal eases. Do I 
stultify my reason by so acting? If I recognize special 
Authority in the case of Medicine and the Raw, why 
should 1 not accept Authority iu Religion ? Unless I 
am to claim a special revelation for myself, I must do so.

The term “  Freethinker ”  is as fallacious as the term 
“ Free State ”  (ex Ireland.) No man is free, for lie is 
actuated by his environment and culture. A state where 
every man did exactly, as he thought fit regardless of the 
effect on his neighbour, would be chaotic. He must he 
conditioned by something. True, Mr. Frazer may not 
recognize any I’ope as leader of his system; but unless 
he claims absolute originality for himself, he must be 
following some School of Philosophy, which has its 
experts, just the same as the Catholic Church has.

So I am as free as he is. The Pope is not an autocrat, 
as he is a man under discipline and under law. By that 
law lie can be tested, and if he steps outside it, I can re
sist him, and still be a good Catholic. History contains 
many instances where sound and good men resisted or 
protested against ecclesiastical action, and no one 
thought any the worse of them for that. It is no part of 
the faith to believe tliat everything a priest or even a 
Pope does is right. Each case must he decided on its 
merits'. Nevertheless the good Catholic will always take 
scrupulous care to examine the situation from every 
angle before opposing the Authority, as it is only pru
dent to do so. As the Pope has more means of getting 
proper information than I have, and many grave and 
competent counsellors to confer with, it seems to me 
only commousense to suppose he is more likely to be 
right in his judgments than I. Let Mr. Fraser ponder 
over the problem again. W. II. R ees.

S ir,—There are three things I should like to say about 
Mr. Rees letter in a recent issue :—

First, that to admit being a Roman Catholic is evidence 
of a wharped mentality.
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Secondly, He and all such would be best outside the 
Labour and Socialist movement, and uo real Socialist can 
be anything but an Atheist.

Thirdly, As a Roman Catholic Mr. Rees doubtless ex
pects to go to “ heaven ” (whatever that may mean) and 
regards that as “ utopia but will he be “ free ”  when 
he gets there? I wonder. D. Dawson.

SU N D AY LEC TU R E NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the 
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. A. D. McLaren—A Lecture.

F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (comer of Shorrolds
Road, North End Road) : .Saturday, at 7.30, Messrs. Haskell, 
Barnes and Bryant. Freethinkers on sale.

Finsbury Park N.S.S.—11.15, Mr. A. D. McLaren—A 
Lecture.

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near the
Fountain) : 6.o, Mrs. Grout—A Lecture.

North London Branch N.S.S.—Every Tuesday evening at 
8.0, Mr. L. Ebury will lecture outside Hampstead Heath 
Station, L.M.S., South End Road. Every Thursday evening 
at 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury will lecture at Arlington Road.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. Cock Pond, C.lapham Old 
Town, Sunday at 7.15, Mr. L. Ebury; Wednesday, August 5, 
at Rushcroft Road, near Brixton Town Hall, at 8.0, Mr. L. 
Ebury; Friday, August 7, at Liverpool Street, Camberwell 
Gate, at 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12.0, Mr. 
B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and C. Tuson; 
6.30, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt, A. D. McLaren, B. A. 
Le Maine and E. C. Saphin. Every Wednesday, 
at 7.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and C. Tuson; every 
Thursday, at 7.0, Messrs. E. C. Saphin and J, 
Darby; every Friday, at 7.30, Messrs. A. D. McLaren 
and B. A. Le Maine. Current Freethinkers can be obtained 
opposite the Park Gates, on the corner of Edgware Road, 
during and after the meetings.

West H am Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical College, 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7,0, Mr. F. C. Warner—A 
Lecture.

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Rnvenscourt Park, Ham
mersmith) : 3.30, Messrs. Bryant and C. Tuson.

COUNTRY.
outdoor.

Brighton Branch N.S.S.—Saturday, at 8.0, opposite the 
Open Market, inside the Level. Sunday, at 3.30, the Level, 
speakers Messrs. Jackson, Byrne and G. de Lacey.

Blackburn Market.—T hursday, August 13, at 7.30— Mr. J. 
Clayton.

The Churches and 

Modern Thought
BY

VIVIAN PHELIPS

The book which the Bishop of London and the Rever
end IL J. Waldron said . . . “ had done more to 
damage Christianity than all the rest of the sceptical 
books put together.” It is the book to give an en
quiring friend, or to a professional Religionist. It 

converts: it is unanswerable.

It is now obtainable in cloth binding for One Shilling, 
in the Thinkers' Library Series, of all Booksellers, or 
Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. Postage 

3d. extra.

. „ 10_Mr. I
Crawshawbooth.—Tuesday, August 11, at 

Clayton. ^
Durham (Market Place).—Tuesday, August Hi 

Mr. J. T. Brighton.
E ast L ancashire R ationalist Association (* ¡,iee.

Street, Burnley) : Sunday, August 9, A Ramble to * jt 
Meet outside Palace Theatre, Burnley b'en 1 'R0ailf port jNelson friends meet top ot ^  alidp.m.
and Manchester Road Corner at 1.30 P-n'- „„.ring)-

*’ a'K- LersBring the children. All East Lancashire Freetlmn ^anC|i
Games at Roughlee. (Paddling, Swimming,

friends are invited. Members of the M an ch ester ffj|)get d1©of the N.S.S. specially invited. At 7.45 p.m., a niec”,.0e3ker 
be held on Carr Road Recreation Ground, Neb011' '
Mr. Jack Clayton. Don’t forget to bring your lea "

G lasgow N.S.S.
W'e*1

Mr. G. W hitehead will lecture 
several

ing evenings, at 7.30. Other announcements
Regent Street on Thursday, August 6 and for seve

Will be, ‘ .I''- 01UIUU.1H...V----
at the meetings.

t rlavt<>n-
H iGham.—Monday, August 10, at 7.15—Mr- J- '  jt
Horton (near Miners’ Hall).—Sunday, Auguf,t 

10.30.—Mr. J. T. Brighton. jt
Liverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S. ■—S 

Queen’s Drive (opposite Baths), Messrs. Jackson,  ̂1 T.icks011 
Tissvman; Monday, at Beaumont Street, Messrs- J jjt1'* 
and Wollen; Tuesday, at Edge Hill Lamp, ¡„g 0*“ 
and Sherwin; Wednesday, at Waste Ground adi01IEay, •>' 
Swan Library, Messrs. Little and Shortt; 'Iliur' p&s0<i 
corner of High Park Street and Park Road, M essrs-  sJ|e 
and Tissyman. All at 7.30. Current Freethinkers 
at all meetings. jf J-

Nelson (Carr Road).—Sunday, August 9, at 7- '̂ 
Clayton. , 0 jt

Aug«MSeaham H arbour (Church Street).—Saturday,
7.30—Mr. J. T. Brighton.

S underland (near Boilermakers’ Hall).—Sunday» ■ 
at 7.0.—Mr. J. T. Brighton. ^

W igan Market Place.— Sunday, August 9, at 3-° 
Messrs. Hank-in, Partington and Sisson.

INDOOR.

it*

Sunday, A j g i j
at Beechcroft Settlement, qr.“ V * .1(1

Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S. 
at 7.0 p.m. (prompt), at Beechcroft Sciuv»- . |
Lane, Birkenhead, General Meeting, with address 
Abel, on “ Outlines of a New Satanism.” Litera , H'1

wante0current Freethinkers on sale, 
up in your hundreds.

More members

Perth Branch N.S.S.—I.L.P. Hall, Sunday, lj
7.30, Debate: “ The Bible: Is it True?”
Buchan; Neg.: Mr. Jas. Wingate. Questions and

A C A D E M Y  C IN E M A , Oxford
(Opposite XVaring &  Gillows). Regent 43̂

A Season of Unique F ilms. 

Sunday, August glh for one week- 
Eisenstein’s Great Soviet Drama 

“ THE GENERAL LINE.” 
Graphic Record of Russian E-xpeditio11,

This week
“ THE ROOF OF THE WORLD.”

and
“  T he Wai/tz Dream.”

(U.F.A.)

iflti

U N W A N T E D  C H I L D * * *
_____ ______________ _______ .HOUld ^In a C iv ilized  Com m unity there sbou 

U N W A N T E D  Children
c f

f n i  P1
r>jr an Illustrated Descriptive Lisl (68 psg*»l 0

trol Requisites and Books, send t i)^d, i|

I. R. HOLMES, East Haoney, Want***’ '
E S T A B L I S H E D  N E A R L Y  F O R T Y  Y E A B s -
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| c h r i s t i a n i t y |
I SLAVERY & !5 —

I LABOUR 1
I N,e'v Third Edition. Revised and Enlarged. =

CHAPMAN COHEN
3 3 3

I Withg - two plates illustrating the stowing of h
 ̂ on board a famous Liverpool slaver. |§

|  most exhaustive work on the subject in 5
| tout. rrhe book ia thoroughly documented |  
| ahd the references are among its most use |e

%
V..

ful features. 

3 3 8

Paper

Postage 2d.

I s .  Gil,

Cloth . 2s. 6d,

Postage 3d.

I’ionkkr Press, 61 Farriugdon Street. E.

»-W» ,-w, »-»»I «-*-•«-■ “-« •— «rf

I The Bible and Prohibition.

ÎËIBLE AND BEER*
! 
Ì 
! 
I

By G. W. FOOTE.

^ Careful examination of the Relations of the Bible 
Christian leaders to the Drink Question. i

’ice - Twopence. Postage Id . j

Pionkkk P ress, 61 Earringdon Street, E.C.4, jf e E m L I S M r E l i r i ’E j
Verbatim Report of Debate between

1 0 Cl>apman Cohen and C. E. M. Joad.
| tte Shining N et. 3 3 Postage id  (

j Revised by both Disputants. j
1'ionksk P ress, fix Farringdon Street, E.C.4, |

.......................

» A  » i 
! 
!

By CHAPMAN COHEN. |

Ci°th Bound 5s. Postage 3\d. )
♦»« ---—_______  ,  ----------------------------•

fiONgja Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4, j

dammar of Freethought.

511

THE1
| “ Freethinker” Endowment Trust

( A Great Scheme for a Great Purpose
1 —
¡ The Freethinker Endowment Trust was registered on 

the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise a
! sum of not less than ¿8,000, which, by investment, 

would yield sufficient to cover the estimated annual
¡ loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethinker. 

The Trust is controlled and administered by five
¡ Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Free

thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the terms
! of the Trust Deed the Trustees are prohibited from 

deriving anything from the Trust in the shape of
¡ profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the event of 

the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion of the
) Trustees, rendering the Fund unnecessary, it may be 

brought to an end, and the capital sum handed over
! to the National Secular Society.

The Trustees set themselves the task of raising a

1 minimum sum of ¿8,000. This was accomplished by 
the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion of

t some of the largest subscribers, it has since been re
solved to increase the Trust to a round ¿10,000, and

( there is every hope of this being done within a reason
ably short time.

I The Trust may be benefited by donations of cash, 
or shares already held, or by bequests. All contri-

! butions will be acknowledged iti the columns of this 
jonrnal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or to

i the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. II. Jessop, Ilollyshaw, 
Whitkirk, Nr. Deeds. Any further information con-

i cerning the Trust will be supplied on application.
¡ There is no need to say more about the Freethinker 

itself, than that its invaluable service to the Free- 
thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by all. 

1 It is the mouthpiece of militant Ereethought in this 
l country, and places its columns, without charge, at
¡ the service of the Movement.

The address of the Freethinker Endowment Trust 
1 is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
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A BOOK THAT NONE SHOULD MISS

160 Pages. Paper 2s. Cloth 3s.
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Select Bargains in New Books.

PSYCHOLOGY AND FOLK LORE. By R. R. Marett. 
Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. 9d. Postage 4I/d .

PRIMITIVE CULTURE IN ITALY. B y H. J. R ose.
Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. 9d. Postage 4^(1. 

PRIMITIVE CULTURE IN GREECE. By H. J. R ose. 
Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. gd. Postage 4j^d.

,THE DEVIL. By M. G arcon and Jean V inchon. A 
history of demonology.
Published at 12s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d.

LOVE AND MORALITY. By Jacques F isch er . A 
Physiological interpretation of Human Thought. 
Published at 12s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 4d.

A SHORT HISTORY OF CHRISTIANITY. By S. 
R einacii. A n  im portant work.
Published at 10s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d.

THE ROSY FINGERS. By A rthur  L y n c h . The 
building forms of Thought and Action.
Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. Postage 4d.

TABOO AND GENETICS. By M. M. K n ig h t , I. L. 
P eters, and P. B lanchard. A Study of the biologi
cal and psychological foundations of the family. 
Published at xos. 6d. Price 4s. Postage 4d.

THE ETHIC OF FREETHOUGHT. B y  K arl P earson. 
Published at 12s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d.

COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT 
BUCHANAN. The Poet of Revolt. 2 Vols. 
Published at 159. Price 6s. 6d. Postage 9d.

FERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY, POET AND PIONEER. 
By H. S. Salt.
Price is. 9d. Postage 3d.

THOMAS PAINE.
Published at 4s. 6d. Price is. gd. Postage 3d. 

KAFIR SOCIALISM. By D. K idd.
Published at 10s. 6d. Price 2s. 6d. Postage 6d.

A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM. By G. J. 
R omanes.
Published at 10s. 6d. Price 3s. 6d. Postage ¿d.

A  Question o f the Day.

Socialism  and the 
Churches

B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N

Second. E dition  in Three M o n t h s .G O D  A N D  T H EU N I V E R S E
EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & ElNSTE111

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN
With a Reply by Professor A. S. EddinS1011

Mr. Chapman Colien is a philosophical critic of br
.¡lliiint

intellectual gifts. His book God and the . \o 
is the best, and perhaps the only serious a*- :e jj 
winnow the scientific work of Eddington, Je.an!’9Ccf?
ley, and Einstein from its pseudo-philosopln^1 
tions. Such criticism, coming as it does > 
foremost Freethinker in the country, is Par 
refreshing.—The Sunday Referee.
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By G. W. Foote

The Bible Romances is an illustration of .---  — ;------  . . beifli
Foote at his best. It is profound without  ̂

j dull, witty without being shallow; a11̂ . 1 j 
;  indispensible to the Freethinker as ^
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Price 2/6 Postage 3d.
Well printed and well bound.
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