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Views and Opinions.

Parsons.
H  ni?kS appeared recently in the Daily Mail 
!Vritten “  Religion’s fight to-day.”  They were 
, d) .J-v the Archbishop of York (Church of Eng- 
o 6! At ^'bishop Downey (Roman Catholic), Dr. 
1 V c]l)a tock (Jewish), Principal Griffith Jones (Free
í . — '*  * J .  . .  . .u n t i  ^ u u u u a n ii ui tut.

,ltional Church). It is only charitable to
and Rev. J. H. Miller (Moderator of the

’C ,h«every one of these could have set forth
s° stij... Case, it is hard to believe that all can be 
Sb. p as 'lot to be able to do better than they have 
1,1 their °^h)ly they have some "■ iuojr . ; “ 'lr uiey nave some ”  reserved "  meaning

'lItlcles, probably they remembered they were 
Tifr ^ ° r a daily newspaper and thought that any-

?'! slan“,s g0°d enough so long as the old stupidities 
>3 th . trs. °t opposing opinion were repeated. Per- 

|̂o\Veci°.. e<̂ 'tor assured them that no one should be
ai(l 

V y

5rti„,ct an

kenuineiy to attack them no matter what theythat fi. „
ne newspaper should offer the same sanc

iti.
hec,

the pulpit and common-sense be sternly 
entrance. A t any rate, there are the 

eiltaTn ailcl if they are truly representative of theV.- atv r.t .1 -- - -

‘tcU

ir °tiiesJ- the religious leaders of to-day, then it 
tj.lc endol'St h°ss'hle that the articles form an Athe-
k^of fa vo u r to hold up to public contempt the 
^  .ai! Who to-day becomes “  a leader in Israel.”  

ftt̂ laps t OSc°w is getting control of the Daily Mail. 
1 heipg. la*e men would disown any responsibility

l''Vf>h’es ’•'inion; only the acceptance of the statement 
Str' 0llld T l 1 a slauder on the judgment of God that

1 -- -r - ---  ̂ "* *'•
^Hed ** 'vllcre they are on the ground that God 

them to their work. On that I cannot ex-

n0t accept 
' “c Proof.

Ala

that explanation without the

%
i.bt arr â2e of S la n d er w ith  S tu p id ity .

J,JUt ^  commence, as a basis of agreement, with 
°uly truth enunciated in the articles. Says

the Archbishop of York, “  The enemy in our time is 
Secularism.”  Rabbi Mattock warns everybody that 
they should realize “  there exists a militant Atheism 
which seeks earnestly to destroy all religion.”  Prin
cipal Griffith Jones tells us more elaborately that 
“  The Christian ethic is treated as irrelevent to the 
conditions of conduct in the modern world; Jesus as 
a brilliant and estimable super-man with no message 
for us; the Church as a survival of an institution once 
possibly useful, but now effete and redundant.”  Dr. 
Miller asserts that “  To-day the civilized world seems 
to be caught in a racing tide of Secularism.”  Except 
for some qualifications that might be introduced with 
regard to Principal Griffith Jones, we may agree w ’th 
these statements as expressing the situation, only 
commenting that this is quite a pretty, and agreed, 
picture of the “  conquering cross ”  and the “  indes
tructible gospel.”  And these statements really ex
haust the decently intelligent portion of the articles.

That is, if we take them at their face value, and 
assume an honest meaning of the words used ! But 
there’s the ru b ! What do they mean by this rising 
tide of .Secularism, this wave of Materialism? By 
Secularism those who have used the term meant that a 
right ordering of human life may be found in con
siderations that refer to this life alone and are derived 
from human nature. By Materialism they meant the 
belief in the possibility of explaining all natural phen
omena in terms of the operations of natural forces. 
But to have used these terms in these senses would 
give the game away to-day, since they are the accepted 
basis of science and of every scientific sociology. So 
Rabbi Mattock, whose portrait makes him look like 
a film detective just penetrating through the villain’s 
disguise, discloses the discovery that the militant 
Atheism against which he wars “  denies the worth 
of man,”  it is “  an attempt against the highest moral 
values,”  and calls on the Church and the Synagogue 
to join in fighting the evil. That is splendidly 
Catholic— any kind of a God will serve so long as it is 
a God. They must hang together or they will hang 
separately. Principal Jones, not quite so eager to 
embrace any religion says that : —

To the Clmrclies the oracles of God have been en
trusted ; from them weekly flows the highest teach
ing the world lias ever heard about the true way of 
life for man and for nations, in and through the 
Churches are the ideals of conduct, the stuff of 
character, the inspiration of fine and lofty character, 
being preached and matured.

No joining with the Synagogue for him ! “  Secular
ism,”  says Dr. Miller, “  is essentially a doctrine of 
despair. It laughs at sin and disposes of morals with 
a shrug of the shoulders.”  The Archbishop of York, 
more cautiously finds the evil of Secularism to be that 
it believes good can conquer evil without God. Which 
being interpreted means that it leaves him out of the 
picture.

All this is deliciously absurd, and can only serve to
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remind one that Christianity is returning to type— it is 
getting back to a form that one had imagined even 
Christians had outgrown— at least such Christian 
leaders as make an appeal to the general public. We 
are back with the gutter branch of the Christian Evi
dence Society of fifty years ago. There is no morality 
without religion, Atheism denies the worth of human 
nature, you cannot have morality without God. And 
all this after the doctrine of evolution has been dis
cussed for a couple of generations! Is it to be won
dered that intelligent men and women leave the 
Churches, and the Synagogue behind them. Rabbi 
Mattock belongs, I believe, to the reformed Jews. 
What must the unreformed ones be like ?

» * *
Mere Blather.

Take away this cheap and antique bogey of Secular
ism destroying marriage, and morality, and the worth 
of life, etc., and there is simply nothing but wind 
left in the whole of the articles. There is nothing to 
answer because nothing is said that deserves reply. 
The Archbishop of York and the Roman Catholic Dr. 
Downey, both assert that the only thing that can lead 
to happiness and social stability is the Church, only 
they do not agree as to which is the Church. Dr. 
Downey says that man must have authority to rule 
him, and informs us that his Church alone can supply 
what is required. That begins and ends his contri
bution to the symposium. Rabbi Mattock begins and 
ends with his childish and ignorant bugbear of the 
dangers of Materialism. Principal Griffith Jones gives 
us just over a column of windy meanderings about 
the glorious influence of the Christian Church, and 
his meaning is about as easy to grasp as a fog. Dr. 
Miller plays the dual game of the danger of Secular
ism and the need for the Churches to hang together—  
and that is absolutely all that this symposium of 
British religious leaders have to say on “  Religion’s 
fight to-day.”  The intellectual vacuity of it is ap
palling— more, it is almost unbelievable. Little as I 
think of the clerical intelligence of to-day, I cannot 
believe that it is unable to rise above the level of these 
articles. The still more dreadful reflection is that it is 
such men as these who are given places of privilege, 
and with whom our Cabinet Ministers confer and bar
gain on such vital questions as Education and the 
right use of a day of rest. I am driven to the conclu
sion that the exhibition of these men as leaders of re
ligious thought is part of a Bolshevist plot to destroy 
Christianity.

*  *  *

A Hopeless Creed.
Christianity, says the Archbishop of York, lias 

usually been fighting for its life, and in that respect 
the present does not differ greatly from the past. I 
agree, and would even carry it back further than 
Christianity. Religion, once we leave the lowest 
levels of human society, religion is always fighting for 
its life— its complete life. Other things, art, science, 
literature, gradually develop and command a more 
complete life. No one can say that either of these 
things are now, or ever were— with the probable ex
ception of, again, the lowest levels of human society—  
fighting for their life. What is the cause of this dis
tinction ? It is the claim of religion that it answers 
man’s deepest and most imperative needs. Why is it 
that, with the qualifications named, it has always been 
fighting to exist? That is not true of any other funda
mental quality of man. We do not find the maternal 
instinct, or the tribal instinct, to take two examples, 
fighting for their existence. We find them always in 
being, always insistent, and the change that takes 
place is a development to a higher and yet higher 
level. But that is not the case with religion. That

glows weaker as man grows stronger, it Î a-' t 
smaller part in life as man gets to know more f •. 
nmself and more about the world in which >ie 

living.
The difference in the two cases is easily discover

be theable. Art, science, literature, whatever
assumed by them, spring directly from the life of**

afli1
people among whom they are cultivated. Soc«1 gi 
intellectual developments induce different f°r'"̂ ce 
expression, but they do not threaten their eXls e. ¡„ 
Changes in social life may also determine the f°rfl j 
w Inch the tribal or family feelings express themse 
but their existence is never threatened. But re»8 
only answers to the life around it while that h e .¡, 
its lowest form. Then it expresses the forms," flf 
fear and ignorance gives to man’s interpret»11® ¡0l, 
the world ,n which he lives. Above that stage teM j  
in an increasing measure corresponds to a P113’  ^  
life, intellectual and social, which man is 15aV!’’ life, 
hind him. Religion is henceforth fighting for $  
because it is at issue with the better aspects 01 ¡. 
life around it. ' 1It fights for existence bec»11̂  ¡„jit 
only one aspect of the eternal struggle betu 
as he was and man as he is, and as lie might > 
an aspect of the struggle between science am 
tion; and in that fight the champions of s 
represent in an increasing measure typef ueW" 
which the more advanced thinkers are leaving ^ flCed 
them. That is the explanation of the fact f°r 
by the Archbishop of York. Religion is fig1 ¡e t» 
its life— so does barbarism everywhere str11 
exist in the face of advancing civilization.

, Coti**'C hapman <-o

The M issionary M u d d l e>

“ Hitch jour wagon to a star.”—Emersoi*•
“  To bear all naked truths,

And to envisage circumstance, all cam' >
That is the top of sovereignty.”—■ ■ „pit- 

“ Christianity has never lost the instinct °f 
dominion.” — Bible Society Report. ,̂1

It used to be alleged against John Bull th»t * \\t
little or 110 tact in dealing with other race> ^ii 
trampled on the things he did not understate 
in neighbouring Ireland he called the Roman 
religion “  a heathenish superstition,”  and 
accordingly. In the East, he epitomized b13 ^  i? 
ments concerning the numerous Oriental fad 13 j^1'1 
garding all Aryans as “  niggers.”  Of late >'L‘a 
has altered his attitude, and tiied to make 
After Kitchener had smashed the power of "̂'̂ jpli»111, 
he lent his powerful aid in establishing a *g(j W 
medan University at Khartoum, which was s1» 
Moslems. .

A  certain liveliness is now being shown m j(0p‘ 1 
circles concerning the reinstatement in the  ̂ eilt>'v 
Vineyard”  of German missionaries. l,e j  
journalists were dead against the p ro p o s itio n ,'j ’d1 
gested, amiably, and, perhaps, truthfully t u 
tonic missionaries were often actuated b> .̂  ̂ t1’ 
motives than purely theological ones. Acco a]l 
these oracles, who a short time since r e g a r d e d fy r 
mans as blank Atheists, every Teutonic miss'  ̂ p̂ t'1 
a tradesman in disguise. These be brave »n̂  qtiG 
otic words, and they raise a far more import» ¿¡ji*' 
tion : “  Are missions doing the good they aie 
with?”

Lord5 «»

.■t1

India, for example, is a corner of the eP
yard ” which yields little crop, but COIlS’1’ piy 
amount of labour which might far more Pr°11 ‘ ui> 
expended elsewhere. There are
take that great country out of the category



Ao-’GUST 2 I93I THE FREETHINKER 483

ary mission fields. It is only from the John Bullish 
P01«  of veiw iW  .u- i « - ’ Ik* ccMcd, «1 venv that the Hindoos can 0fd
anans. They have a civilization ' '  savages
P'le as yet our forefathers " eye 1 They have 

° epnK human sacrifice at Stonehenge. wrollgly, 
yyhve religions of their own, and, "R 1 - j t we
lfcy have an antipathy from foreign u e. 

in thei- -tell
" ’hat

ir eyes, are the barbarians, and, truth to
—  with the quarrels a" a. al“ Uj^ t e  converts, 

"Herons Christian sects who seel. . . between 
""d the divergence that so obvious > e . vonets, the 

e Christian beatitudes and Christian ‘ cannot be a 
P̂ectacle offered by European civilizatior

’7  e(hfying one. 0f us nor of
heft to herself India would have n \Ve

le Christian priests nor the C h "5 u  so vve
happen, however, to be the stronger ’s wllicp
Jure a measure of toleration f<?[,’’W^disguised con- 

1 Masses of Hindoos view with un. u tti.
7'Pt. Perhaps we could better understand f t .
7  if the positions were reversed. ™ at„. r 

l{ the H indoo....... ”  ’ _________— -- ------j  ’

tft - “ tndoos were able by naval and military force 
7 0rl terms for their dark-skinned missionaries to 
ach Buddhism, Brahminism, and Mohammedanism 

thin'5  °Urselves- We ought, really, to look at these
to tijilip01u a fresh point of view. It is not pleasant 
■ 'ill' the’ W lat Lite might befall Indian missionaries 
'"'Posed I' Ullfail,iliar rites and doctrines if they were 
hti°u y bayonets and batons upon the sturdy popu- 
Catfiojj °"r iudustrial towns, or upon the Roman 
• b i s J l 0/ Liverpool, or even Bermondsey, 
bitig. a le Pai'ts of the world the missionary is a civil- 
liabits offe? 7 ’ ^lat as sav* l'e introduces the social

:1. That character he does 
He has nothing but theChri^SSess

religion to offer the people in a dozen con
T Stiatr  m China’

Versions. Not only do they conflict with 
counter to the mostCitrici. ,er> but they all run ♦ 1 1 . . * . . .Mie arul ingrained ideas of Chinese society. To 

ri'i(l jg lj11.anian Hle highest of all virtues is filial piety, 
f-hristi some of the most familiar texts of the
S i L m \  must appear shocking and immortal.

costs to convert a Chinaman in blood and 
"hssio,; We 110t know, but it is very certain that 
Soil ¡¡1_ r-'’ societies expend upon a hopelessly barren 
."’hieij e. China an amount of energy and money 
\  So '.n'Sbt he used to far better purpose in remedy- 
H i n 8 sb°rtcomings at home among people, who, 
"Uich of the morality of Confucius, stand in as 
v,holtl Utifcd of reclamation as the almond-eyed race

S iP-Mronj"'L* protend to pity, and whom we actually do 

has I

1iodes.0st favourable computation, amounted to the 
Ear st figures of two Chinese per missionary per 
of■ tit and that, even so, the quality and reputation 
f'hfc c°nverts were open to distressing suspicion.
bi^i^Oegade Chinese has a confirmed habit of

)e°u calculated that the mission-harvest, on

«V
aK his spiritual studies to material account, and

*1» (0 s‘U(f to frequent many mission stations, and 
S i o ^ ^ o c l  in being converted in turn by all the 
.ws]ey^ries> Church-of-England, Roman Catholic, 
.’kitf0‘ '-.Presbyterian, and other varieties, in
J 1. L „ • 1 1 M _ 1 1 £  ___'no "nl ln  ̂Pr°vided with a dole of money and rice. 

laPPy sequel to this rule of conduct is that one 
C)rjStj, l'ndrel figures as half a dozen converts to 
? and a bad Chinaman is transformed into

bristian. This phenomenon is not unknown 
>> ” b c°Untries, and in Australia the “  Bush Bap- 

r*ent S a duplicate of the “  Rice-Christian ”  of the
I

»Hu Ch;
kh ha'V^'3’1 v'reles Jews are often looked upon 

u 'l 'ess benevolent regard than are Chinese
■ '4t is tf<l0°s. The missionary question with Jews, 

’ Kay, missions to them, has never been even

a comedy. It has been the most rollicking of farces, 
compared with which “ Charley’s Aunt ”  is a 
tragedy. Although enormous sums of money are 
spent yearly, it is not a danger to Judaism, and is 
.never likely to be. There may be Jews who have be
come Christians from wholly conscientious motives, 
but few people have met such persons. Some of these 
converts become missionaries in turn. It is an easier 
method of earning money than the tailor’s pressing 
iron, if not so honest a one.

When the body of the Jew was taken and burnt 
alive in order to save his soul, those who perpetrated 
the cruelty were, at least, straighforward in their 
fanaticism. They acted as other savages had acted to 
them, and as, we fear, many religious folk would act 
to-day to those who differ from them in ideas. In 
the light of history it is strange that any Jew should 
change his own religion for Christianity. Jewish 
theology is simple in comparison with Christian theo
logy. One god is more credible, or less incredible, 
than a divine Trinity with a Devil and Virgin Mother 
of God. Further, Christians have persecuted Jews 
for many centuries. They have shed their blood like 
rivers, and heaped upon them every insult, from the 
ravishment of their women to the forcing on them 
an ignominious dress, and penning them in loathsome 
Ghettos. Every Jew has a perfect right to dislike the 
religion of Christ. To their honour the Jews do not 
dissemble their love. There is a society in England 
for the conversion of Jews to Christianity. It has an 
income of about fifty thousand pounds a year, and the 
number of its converts appears to he so small that 
every one of them, on the average, costs the society 
half a year’s income.

The whole question of missionary enterprise re
quires urgent reconsideration. The matter cannot be 
evaded much longer by men who may profess and call 
themselves Christian, who may even he ordained to 
the Christian ministry, but who most certainly have 
never themselves been converted to civilization. For 
human progress is not to he measured by the popu
larizing of bowler hats or tin watches, but by the ful
filment of idealistic achievement.

M i m n k r m u s .

God’s Drama,

“  Our trail i>. on the Kimmeridge clay,
Ami tin* scarp of the Purbeck flags,
We have left our bones in the Bagshot stones, 
And deep in the Coraline crags.”

IvANOdox S mith. Evolution. 
“  Who trusted God was love indeed 

And love Creation’s final law 
Tho’ Nature, red in tooth and claw 

With ravine, shriek’d against his creed ”

“ Dragons of the prime,
That tare each other in their slime.’ 

T ennyson. h i  M em oria li.

W e all know with what cries of anger and dismay 
the pious Victorians received the Darwinian theory of 
Evolution; just as their predecessors had received the 
new cosmogony of Copernicus and Galileo. But when 
it became apparent that the new theory would prevail, 
the wiser heads among the religious party, turned 
round and declared that religion had nothing to fear 
from the theory, and that Evolution was the method 
employed by God, and not Creation, as our grand
mothers believed.

Most of the clergy who adopted this standpoint, 
tried, unsuccessfully, to wangle the Bible into con
formity with this view. A  few even went so far as 
to throw Moses and the Pentateuch overboard alto-
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gether, to lighten the ship. Then, after the legion of 
books produced by the Bible reconcilers had been con
signed to the twopenny box; their place was taken by 
the reconcilers of belief in Evolution, with belief in a 
God. Not the old Jehovah, of course, or indeed, of 
any that have been hitherto worshipped, these were 
all dismissed as baseless fabrics of the imagination. 
In fact it was a case of “  every man his own God 
maker.”  Which, if you do not feel strong enough, 
or self-reliant enough, to do without a God, is the 
most satisfactory way, as you can then fashion him to 
your own liking just as the heathen do their idols.

According to the new reconcilers of Evolution and 
Religion, Evolution was the unfolding of a beautiful 
panorama. The primitive nebula condensed into stars 
and planets, and when our planet had sufficiently 
cooled down, God breathed upon it the breath 
of life— he must be given something to do, and 
where man’s knowledge ends God’s work begins—  
which started the evolution of plants and animals 
which continues to this day.

Although the reconcilers classed man along with 
the animals, yet they made one reservation. The 
natural forces, they said, were quite adequate to pro
duce man’s body, but not his intellectual faculties, 
here the services of God were again requisitioned, 
and we were told these faculties, or the mind, spirit, 
or soul— there were endless disputations over these 
terms, some believe in a mind and a soul, some even 
believe in a trinity of mind, soul, and spirit, but the 
mind is not much in evidence in these cases, and the 
soul does not seem worth saving, or half the fuss made 
about it— would survive the dissolution of the body 
and continue to exist as an immaterial entity. 
Although of what use an immaterial existence could 
be, or in what its attraction consists, we have never 
been able to understand. Even to exist in the form 
of a gas would be no satisfaction to us, and even the 
most tenuous gas is material, it is composed of part
icles of matter. We cannot conceive of immaterial 
existence, or by what means we should be able to per
ceive one another under such conditions. Books were 
written by tame pseudo-scientists, after the style of 
Through Nature to God, in which the story of evolu
tion is shown through rose-tinted glasses, as the 
working of a divine drama, in which all ends happily 
in the last act, to the accompaniment of eternal halle
luiahs.

A very effective antidote to these trashy books 
will be found in the work of Prof. J. Hodgdon Brad
ley, entitled Parade of the Living (Routledge, 
ios. 6d.), the sub-title of which reads “  A  History of 
Life on Earth.”  Prof. Bradley begins with our cooling 
planet, upon which life appeared, under the influence 
of natural causes, physical and chemical. He traces 
its progress, from lowliest origins, through the geo
logical ages, through an infinite variety of changes, 
always adjusting itself to its ever changing environ
ment, and when it was unable to make the necessary 
adjustment, being ruthlessly crushed out. Of living 
things, our author observes : “  Cruel forces beat upon 
them and reduced them whenever possible to the un
leavened clay from which they sprang,”  and ‘ ‘ it is 
only the romantic who think of life as an unfathom
able mystery. The mystic, who believes life an un
known and unknowable force that transcends the 
nature of matter and energy as manifested in the 
material world, is not so much concerned with truth 
as with his own hopes and fancies. We know life 
not as a principle but as a process.”  1

Prof. Bradley does not attempt to gloss over, or 
ignore the terrible productions of nature. Of the 
Dinosaurs which “  arose to fill the Mesozoic earth

1 J. H. Bradlej'. Parade of the Living, pp. 12-13.

nearly as completely as mammals fill Ibe (|,e
day,” he says: “ These reptiles range« j0ng
size of a chicken to hulks more than eighty

Some
blood

com-
lustand weighing more than thirty tons, 

bined the weight of an elephant with the ."^osari: 
of a weasel, and truly deserved the name 0 ( j(lt. 
‘ the terrible lizard.’ ”  (p. 101.) During î0. 
assic period “  the reptilian hordes swanne .. oSaufl 
fusion and variety . . . The carvivorous cl teiti- 
grew into forms so terrible in their obvtpus 0f 
alities that they stand to-day as the best eX Er ̂ 5 j a r11 i 
nature in her ugliest mood.”  Of these, _ jjjgh- 
measured thirty-four feet long and eight c 
“ His roomy mouth with its battery  ̂ of ŝ vS 3̂  
teeth effectively served his appetite. ’I he c  ̂{get. 
talons of a gigantic eagle armed both hands 3 
He ranged widely over the Mesozoic mar ,, (p. 
demonstrating to the weak the reality of c ea J ace°u5 
103.) But it was during the Upper x eljgilie 
period that nature produced the most terri prof.

slaughter incarnate. Saysof destruction 
Bradley :—  ..^gj

Tyrannosaurus came forth, the supreme e the
a sanguary race ” -----  1 ”  ’— 1" ’mer '■ '***
largest and most horrible beast of prey

He was death in a living v a, !i*1i 
7 the cm
rial flesUever seen. Forty-seven feet of powei. jvv/ »» — - gygll ’

been built into a body heavier than that o ^  ]ji# 
largest elephant. Standing on massive a f̂ed' 
that supported his entire weight, he t°werc th:!,‘ 
feet above the ground. His head was 111 fi'T 
four feet long, three feet deep, and nca' .^ce P 
feet wide. His jaws were set with daggcrS aS loJ'S 
six inches long, and on his toes were cm' 
as a man’s hand. (p. 105.)

These reptiles had a good long innings, l«11̂  tb3’| 
we are likely to have, we are told : “  For W0 
one hundred million years, muscle was the \V;,S 
success, and by that measure TyrannosQ1( 
easily king.”  _ _ bape ^

Why, the divinity, which is supposed t° 5 ^ 0  tl 
ends, evolved these atrocities and allowed th1'1
flourish for a hundred million years is a Pr° 1 . „51':’ 
it will take all the ingenuity of the theol°S 
answer. Later on, during the Miocene and giibl 
epochs, the terrible sabre-toothed tigers •* {lid 
upon the scene. “  Instead of biting their Pr %vidj 
held it between vice-like front limbs, stabbdj 
the daggers in the upper jaw until loss 0 v̂e $  
brought death.”  Of these nightmare beasts 
told :—

and 3»

tE

1 n'1"1 if
Judging from their increase in size am ciL .

they found murder an agreeable b w  /  a, | 
business. Smilodon, who terrorized ly  e11 
South America during the ice age, mark*31̂  
initiation of a merciless race. His body " ‘ -fl
the deadliest engines of destruction the dev1 jjjcBj 
vented. The tusks in his upper jaw were g() U 
long. His lower jaw dropped straight d°" . 0̂ 
he could drive the daggers to their hilt-1- 
necks of his victims, (p. 184.) .C j

It is often said that disease is the result ° 3̂
tion, due to living under unnatural cond«1 ¡jiii' 
that there are no diseases in wild life. .0
untrue. Says out author: “  Moodic, to 1';'.,
owe most of our knowledge of Mesozoic disc3' »¡1)9*
fifteen distinct ailments which harassed the 50«.

a‘J /

elt
hordes of that dayay. Tuberculosis, necroses, ‘

were there. Even rheum3 , 
.not d" ,>is

has ,,;,t
of liyperstoses w
pyorrhoea ! No one can know the ills that 
the soft parts of extinct animals. Decay e ,. (, 
vented any recording. But it is safe to ass’ . tfp' 
they were at least as common as the bone .
(Pl>- 210-211.) _ _ , ; n d eVCill

If there is any intelligence at work bel'1 f̂k- 
tion it is evidently, as Herbert Spencer 
diabolical. ^  ’ 1



August
iTHE FREETHINKER 485

Swedenborg.

-̂REFUL investigation lias led to the toncl ' be 
is a more rational explanation than 

s«Pposed for the —  1 ’ ' '
numb,

,r er o{ mmor Christian sects in (gtfeden-
, the United States of America, The '  and 
J,,tgiatii Church, counts among its a j  people 

converts, a very large proportion 1

undoubted fact that among a large

Chutc"'
of

r°tcstanf  ̂ endeavour to prove, as follows. In this

• iuore ft
js, \ve ei,„ or_dinary intelligence. The explanation

r̂°hstaUf Country> much more than in the more 
>n̂ uUn" of the United States, there are an iucreas- 
Rolieai Cl °/ Pe°ple who grow sceptical of the evan-

the, d°ctrin

Uedge fatal to the historicity of the Old Testa-
c\v ',l° Uie reputed authorships of both Old and 

' , oe obvio

gospel. The verbal inspiration of the Bible, 
of, “"bine of the Trinity, the widely known results

fc t.
n d tothe

fovg’î 1.6 °hvious contradictions of supposedly divinely
devei St Denouncements; these, and many other such
ligent° ^ n t s  must end, in piously disposed but intel-
¡n r.r nnnds, to the fundamental issue of authority 

j^'gion.

son, ffĉ *Rence or unconscious bias prevents these per- 
Car̂ i 7 1 baching that final alternative postulated by 
h’ssilT. New,nan, Rome or Reason. They desire, if 
\ v without sacrificing reason, to preserve faith. 
0nCe Cesire to find a rational basis for accepting at 
and ti . results of modern scholarship and science, 
it, Aspiration of the Bible in a sense other than 
Its, y l .  accuracy. The more logical, critical, and 
hi!,] "0ii°Ual person comes directly to the issue of the 
Voicg 01 the Church as the final deposit and living 
blip. 0f delation . But the average English men- 
tfcli ¡’ reflected in every really national institution, 
O »  or secular, tends to compromise. It will be 
S\vC(1 as we proceed how, in these conditions, 
!° ti|^bor8ianism becomes an attractive via media
hlo:rnl tvhod,ose

5t'il i,:.tllral as a whole, and upon authority; but who

are too intelligent to believe in the im-
SUÎ rn<Ur tf!ne salvation by faith alone; or in the

1 A’o\v111 s°IIle escape from agnosticism or unbelief. 
0rl> ijas '•hough the supposed revelation of Sweden-

Sie oflS.tnh the impossible features of the Bible, and
Vf,'^sj ' 1 s Hterary charm (at least in the Authorized 
¡N anH SWed^ orS himself stands out a figure that 
l6°Egi S attention independent of his personal or 

Ĉ ahns in relation to the later portion of his
hoC(hHls °titput of works which, in so far as they

1,1 Eiva'1Cerned with the natural sciences, were largely
* t, 
lbte 
b̂l*

j^racte an a ^riori conviction of Swedenborg’s fine 
he 1 ’ Undoubted integrity and exceptional learn- 

? W vill have an advantage denied to the advo-

'r$t tQ11̂ 0 his age. This fact is, of course, the 
°l>bter .,)e brought to the notice of an “  honest 

. by a Swedborgian believer. For, if he can

i s of
l‘u:n Vri,!Uch imposters as the late Dr. Dowie, Brig-

S S * * ,

°nie thg^  0r Smyth Piggott. In order to bring 
of,, orce °f this advantage in dealing with theV

Or,

< « —  -------
; ^Swedenborg’s life and work, and, in order 

’ - intention of this paper clear, it shall err,

Jasons before mentioned, we will preface the
11 of his theology by a brief sketch of

•at all the
’ 011 the side of partiality.

II.

u; i '̂anuel Swedenborg had founded a new re
mould certainly have stood alone and dis- 
at class, but, contrary to the common imthfin

dog. ,
le does not come into that category, for lie

t‘iat°-llld a new rebgiou, much less a new sect. 
11 would be unique to fiud'TT'Scientist a

member of an obscure denomination. Faraday was a 
Sandamanian or Glassite. Swedenborg’s father was 
a Swedish Bishop, who was born in the year Oliver 
Cromwell became Protector, 1653. His name was 
Jasped Swedberg, and he died in 1735, when his son 
Emanuel, born in 16S8, was forty-seven. The family 
was ennobled by Charles XI. of Sweden, and took the 
name Swedenborg.

Of Emanuel Swedenborg’s youth it may be said, 
reversing the well known reference to a certain Eng
lish bishop, that lie was a man of much piety and 
some learning. According to his own account his 
parents were orthodox Christians, his piety was of a 
somewhat precocious order, and by the time he was 
ten years of age he “  revealed things at which my 
father and mother wondered, saying that angels must 
be speaking through me.” He cultivated the 
acquaintance of clergymen, and the study of mathe
matics and natural history. He came to London in 
1710, and again eleven years later, and travelled a 
good deal in Europe.

He was of an inventive turn of mind, and in 1714 
he had fourteen inventions to his credit, which seem 
to have included something like a submarine, a new 
musical instrument, an air gun, a plan for construct
ing sluices “  where there is no fall of water,”  and a 
syphon. It is recorded that at the seige of Frederiek- 
shall, in 1718, he devised a contrivance which “  trans
ported two galleys, five large boats, and one sloop, 
over mountains and valleys for a distance of fourteen 
miles.”  His special attention to mining began in 
1721, and three years after he became Assessor in the 
Royal College of Mines, and, having a seat in the 
Upper Chamber of the Swedish Parliament, was a use
ful and independent member of that assembly.

Still, and until his death, which took place in Lon
don on March 29, 1772, aged eighty-six, Swedenborg 
was a Christian. His theological works (which began 
publication, like all other of his works at his own ex
pense, and the profits from which he ordered to be 
spent on the “  propagation of the gospel ” ), starting 
in 1750, may be said to have given a new meaning to 
the current theology of evangelical Protestantism. 
But he never appears to have contemplated .the estab
lishment of a separate body, like the New Church, or 
the Swedenborgian Church, or the New Jerusalem 
Church, as it is variously called. There were clergy
men among what were.called the “  receivers ”  of his 
doctrines, but they remained in their livings, and did 
not think, apparently, that these teachings were in
consistent with that course.

The early followers of Swedenborg were, a little 
pathetically, called “  isolated receivers,”  a term which 
is believed to survive in the churches associated with 
the General Conference of the New Church as describ
ing members who live far from one of its own places 
of worship, but are in membership. In fact the 
“  isolated receiver ”  in Swedenborgianism is like the 
“  individual member ”  in the Labour Party who, in 
so many cases, seems to be in it but not of it. There 
can be no doubt that Swedenborg thought and believed 
that his teachings would reform the existing Pro
testant Christendom from within.

Unlike many other mystics, and persons who have 
given their names to sects, Swendenborg w'as no 
charlatan. He was a man of fine character, 
unusual intellect, and entire integrity. There 
is no better evidence of this than that on April 7, 1909, 
one hundred and more years after his death, Sweden
borg’s remains were removed from London to his 
native country at the instance of the Government of 
Sweden, and laid to rest in Upsala Cathedral, where 
his saccophagus was unveiled by II.M. Gustav V., 
King of Sweden, in 1910. Also in that year there was 
an International Swedenborg Congress in London, at-
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tended by delegates to the number of 400, represent
ing learning and Swedenborgian piety in practically 
every civilized country in the world.

III.

The credibility of Swedenborg’s theology depends, 
in the last analysis not on the differences between his 
character and attainments and those of other claim
ants of divine revelation, but on that claim itself. 
This is admitted by the standard apologist of the 
denomination in his magnum opus* who entitles his 
chapter dealing with the matter . “ A  Human Instru
ment necessary, and therefore raised up.”  Sweden
borg himself clearly states his claim. “  I have been 
called to a holy office by the Lord himself, who most 
graciously manifested himself in person to me, his 
servant, in the year 1743; when he opened my sight to 
the view of the spiritual world, and granted me the 
privilege of conversing with spirits and angels, which 
I enjoy to this day.”  (i.e., 1769). He also declared 
in 11758 that what in orthodox theology, and in the 
Bible, is called The Last Judgment had then been 
accomplished, not in the natural, but in the “  spirit
ual ”  world. Also that the second coming of Christ 
was a “  spiritual ”  event, that he was its proclaimer, 
and that, as a result “  we are actually living in the 
age of the second coming of the Lord ,”  and “  a new 
dispensation of divine truth, adapted to the present 
state and needs of the human mind, has been com
municated from a divine source.”

We will describe, in our own words, for the sake of 
brevity, the differences in doctrine between the “  new 
church ”  and the old. They effect doctrines common 
both to Protestant and Catholic theology. (t) Not 
three persons in one God, but God, one person, and 
that person Jesus Christ. The father: the divine 
essence; the son : the divine form; the Holy spirit : 
the divine influence. (2) The resurrection of the dead 
is not a resurrection of the body. At death identity, 
spiritual, “  substantial,”  but not material, is retained. 
One who dies of drink w ill enter the spirit world with 
that appetite unchanged, but in the spirit world there 
is both improvement and backsliding; and “  substan
tial,”  but- not material, houses, trees, etc. There 
"  does not exist in all the heavens a single angel, nor 
in all hell a single infernal (devil) nor in any region of 
creation a single spiritual being who did not first come 
into existence as a man.” Heaven and Hell, and an 
intermediate “  world of spirits,”  are states not places, 
but not merely states of mind, but “  substantial ”  
territories. (3) The second coming of Christ and the 
last judgment (see above). (¿1) Salvation is not by 
faith alone. “  All religion has relation to life, and 
the life of religion is to do good ” ; and “  no one is re
formed in states that are not those of rationality and 
liberty.”  (5) Holy Scripture (the Bible) is inspired 
not as to its literal sense, or as history or poetry or 
science, but in an internal or interior spiritual sense, 
not mere anology, but according to a scientific corres
pondence between the literal figure and its spiritual 
meaning, which explains the mysteries and apparent 
contradictions of the natural sense of the words.

A lan  H an dsacr e .

(To be concluded.)

God forbid that such a scoundrel as want should dare 
approach me!—Swift.

* “ An Appeal on behalf of the views of the eternal world 
and state and tlie doctrines of faith and life held by the body 
of Christians who believe that a new church is symbolized 
(revelation chap, xxi.) by the New Jerusalem embracing 
answers to all principal objections.”  By Rev. Samuel Noble. 
(Quotations here from nth Edition, 1886).

The Pirates of Penzance.

1 was "rst
When Sir Arthur Sullivan’s Golden Legend ^  „nd 
produced musical critics hailed it as a great "   ̂^ ct3 
were thankful that the composer had deserted b£ 
for something more solemn. .tbiiS

Nowadays no one thinks the Golden Legend a - 
but dull drawing room music. ( ĵie re

in the same way Sullivan’s Ivanhoe written 
quest of Queen Victoria, was intended by the e
to be his masterpiece, yet although there are one ^ a„ 
fine fragments in it, Dr. W alker declares tha pe- 
opera it is filled with a deadly dullness which P 
lief. s cira'v

Yet Sullivan is world famous, and his light °Pe*]‘])e(j. 
crowds wherever and whenever they are per«’ j in 

The reason is obviously that the Puritan nnd
its

or two

sole«1» ,

the heavy at the expense of the gay and jolly give
bolt, and the smugness of Victorian days has «

England which would attempt to extol the so
and
days

way to the new freedom. to si*j  ' - - --- - - — _
I am led to these reflections after listening; l .̂0pgS 

gramophone records which record the lyrics and ■ ^  
from the light opera “  The Pirates of Penzance-’ 1 Jj5, 
records are H.M.V. B. 3846-51, and cost only 1?s’ 0 
in album.

The Pirates of Penzance are not historic cha^ t,|C 
indeed they are little more than buffoons, as 
police men in the opera. 0„rt,

The singers are George Baker, Darrell 
Stuart Robertson, Derek Oldham, Sydney (’ ra.\e i? 
Muriel Dickson and Bertha Lewis, whose tragic
still fresh in our minds.

But my particular reason for writing about ¿thW*
cords is to bring before readers some of the g°oc ^  ?• 
contained in the libretto written, of course, «> 
Gilbert. c jjiilf1

Gilbert should be popular with readers [0X. „ l  wit" » 
ostentation, and there is a story told of his being 
group of poseurs who were praising Shakespeart^ ry o"j

n ] V l5li
expressed the opinion that Shakespeare was 
scure poet, and advanced as proof the passage» 
as lief be thrust through a quick set hedge as c - 
to a callow throstle?”

One enthusiast cried “  Beautiful. So clear  ̂
humane man who would prefer to suffer agon'f* cle*r‘ 
than cause any- alarm to a singing bird. Q111 
What play is it in ?”  it

PP

“  No play,”  replied Gilbert, “  I ’ve just inve«"eC\.,rc>tc
heAs one might expect the words of any opera - .(,i

and sought to contain something equally scathing 
tic, and “  The Pirates of Penzance ”  is no excep'•tic»: „gilt

lis" >r

On the very first record one comes upon a sC 
expressed by the pirate king, which one wonder 
the censor in 1880.

The pirate king sings :—
“  I sink a few more ships it’s true 

Than a well bred monarch ought to do!
But many a king on a first-class throue 
If he wants to call his throne his own 
Must manage somehow to get through 
More dirty work than ever I do.”

Again the same kind of mocking at the Eng 
pears on the last record : —
"  They are all noblemen who have gone wrong 

No Englishman unmoved that statement heats f5,’ 
Because with all our faults we love our House of
This coupled with his “  Iolanthc ”  song

“ When Wellington thrashed Bonaparte,
As every child can tell 

The House of Peers throughout the war 
Did nothing in particular 

And did it very» well.”
shows 

T

XVllU U1U 1L VCIJ’ well.

ows that Gilbert had no respect for the nobibP f£. i" 
The Pirates of Penzance is not all sarcasm ,  ̂ fi1’ 

some good fun in it and some charming tunes, ‘ n>
listener will realize that the whole is a kind 01 _vjtlet11

r

travesty of coloratura singing, and which is nevcP

conventional grand opera. Particularly is tins ev>” } 
for«'“in Mabel’s song "P o o r wandering one,”  which - , -

ch is nevc!
equal to any of the songs it parodies.
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feet that c " C 1S ?orne^1' n8' to appeal to readers in the And even a Cabinet Minister ought to keep up the pre- 
SUllivan onpr^r*111̂  objected to go into Gilbert and | tence of being moderately intelligent, instead of display-
,, . -- opera for fear the Y.M.C.A. would cut him off 

Clr list of entertainers! ^AY

Acid Drops.

ing mere artfulness. Mr. Snowden says the Land ques
tion is one of “  God versus the Dukes,”  Mr. Thomas 
believes that God appointed Ramsay Macdonald, the 
Attorney-General believes that God must be looked after 
by the policeman, through the agency of the Blasphemy 
Laws, and Mr. Gordon Lang prefers Oldham to London 
because there are no Sunday entertainments there— ex
cept those provided by the Church and Chapel. What a

'’and stlj!n 111 i^aris is seeking divorce because her hus- 
Uiiougi, ■ • nia‘ntains intercourse with his first wife 

haSP'rit me(liums. We knew something like this 
feting sooner or later. One can imagine the irri-
l"'o 0f wife number one informing wife number
felt What at.,she usecl to do to make dear John happy. 
a,ul finds feaPPen when dear John goes to heaven 
katny ])eS . v' °  spirit wives waiting for him ? W ill poly- 
fee ghost ° erated, will number two be cast off, or will 
Pr°n0ljncjS of deParted divorce judges be employed in 
ll)Uples decree nisis between these too much-married 
dealt wit] ' C not believe Spiritualists have ever 
a»d we • tlle Problem. Yet it is a pressing question, 
To tnakelnfVlte them to do so. Our columns are open. 
"i\’es 11 easier we offer not to disclose to their earthly 
feiee. lt: na»w of writers who have already married

gang!

Glancing back at November ir, 1918, a leading article 
in the Star concluded, “  In our grateful humility let 11s 
clasp hands as brothers, resolved that in the days to be 
we shall labour together for the sure garnering of the 
great harvest of liberty and peace in all the sorrow- 
stricken lands.”  The Daily Mail the ‘ ‘ Soldiers ”  paper, 
on the high note of journalistic rhetoric has the follow
ing : “  And to Him who has so ordered events that as 
men look back this war seems like the culmination of all 
modern history and the final vindication of justice all 
will bow the head in praise.”  From the Daily Express, 
July 18, 1931, we take the following extract of ecstatic 
guzzling in words to enable the groundlings of humanity 
to get the air sense :—

fin-i 'nsfean newspaper, The Watchman-Examiner, in 
clq-g" unts on preaching says the great thing is for the 
fe°Ul(l"| l" feeeP his hands out of his pockets. \\ c 
(or hi, lave bought the difficult thing would have been 

" to keep his hands out of other people’s pockets.

f̂est Express announces that a woman in the
fefel] 11 try sent four pounds to the Rev. R. Webb,
The ¿ ' Vlth a note, “  Please take these; it is all I have.” 
,"i!lim?man llad read in the Express that there were two 
Hid. !  0[ People in the country with no Church to 
S h i ,to So. We are not surprised at a woman who 
alt 5l so affected by the Daily Express, subscribing 
file Rv'laa to help this two millions of poor people whom 
feoH, , Ss had led her to believe were wandering about 
So. f!'lleartcd because they had no Church to which to 
’fen j * Perhaps she had been affected by the Rev. G01- 
feliM , ’s, who preferred Oldham to London because that 
«ouïs f"' c°untry paradise did not tempt the innocent 
,ctnai|l_ ehapcl goers with young lady attendants who 

y Wore trousers. One can never tell.

The ^
flf « iJ :hurch Tir1 '-'"tear ll Times appears to believe that “  the task 
fee *on is to induce in human beings the power to 

feuor.t'0' themselves. We do not agree. The taskof < : ? 01
h molt0” ’ ' U ^h's C0U11try, or in Russia, or in Italy, 
..feiiieSi. °*dler places, appears to be that of inducing a 
t '1' th ° controlled by other people. What other 

‘ncre than this in what is called religious educa- 
,feooi ^ what would happen to a teacher in any 
r ■ selv ° âuRht his pupils really to take control of 
,» %  ;ts ? The formula should read, the aim of edu-

fee^lves l°, 'a ‘ as normally to act as other people desire

JS i *'o  teach human beings so to control

feplete So a°t as to believe that they are acting in 
'•'dependence.

K l  Value

j t ' v ç 1
■ f e l l »ut, as our readers know, place an extremely
1 J qiiif ~ 0,1 the mentality of the electorate, but are 
ifeis , c s"ch fools as the Right II011. J. H. Thomas ap-''a»■ 10 ■feu"Hal they are? At a recent meeting of the

j lJ,iion of Seamen he is reported as saying :—

feafe°nsi
> fecp .fe.8 ordained that a Labour Prime Minister should

- 'his

cientionsly believe that it is a divine Providence

Of

Problem.
ought to know Ins constituents, but he is 

kopie'S]°U'c risk of them finding him out. No body
Ur

e being told to their face that they are fools.

Night shrouds London in a summer silence. Suddenly 
from afar comes the drone of massive bombing airplanes. 
Searchlights stab the skies. Anti-aircraft guns bark at 
the hidden menace ill the clouds. Lithe fighting 
machines dart upwards into combat.

This same paper has very obligingly published, with 
photographs, the names of eight financiers, with the title 
of “  Financial Rulers of the W orld.’* Eight is less than 
eighty or eight millions, and the suggestion of the Free
thinker is that if there is to be war, it should be con
fined to these eight men. Economy is the order of the 
day, and there will be less of a mess if the area of war 
is confined to eight rulers of the world. We seriously 
submit this suggestion to all Peace Associations, to 
Prime Ministers, and all with enough sense to know that 
civilization is on the razor edge of survival or destruc
tion.

Sir Robert Berks is perturbed because over 4,000 vill
ages in England have no Nonconformist chapel of any 
kind. Still, as the Rev. Dr. Workman has found one 
district in which thirty villages share ninety-one Metho
dist chapels, “  God’s in his Heaven, all’s right with the 
world.”

Lady Oxford says she never remembers a time “  when 
the Past was not extolled at the expense of the Present.”  
Still, as many of the disparages of the Present have “ an 
axe to grind,”  there’s no difficulty in assessing- the true 
value of their criticism. We know why Messrs. Chester
ton and Belloc extol the Middle A ges; and we know why 
many of the parsons find fault with the Present.

The Rev. Walter Bree told the Wesleyan Conference 
that France was only nominally Catholic. He did not 
deny that Roman Catholicism produced saints, but it cer
tainly produced Atheists. For many Atheistic lecturers 
were ex-priests.

l)r. Dimsdalc Young wants the Wesleyan Church to 
get back to the Puritan position. “  Your rotten Modern
ist doctrines,”  he says, “ are emptying the churches, and 
I’m glad they do.”  The Wesleyan parsons, it would 
seem, are between the devil and the deep sea. If they 
cling to their ancient narrow doctrines and notions, the 
younger generation won’t stay in the churches. When 
they introduce the latest white-washed doctrines, the 
old generation are offended. The situation seems 
decidedly awkward.
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In one of the works of Voltaire a passage may be 
found that is a good criticism of some events that take 
place in the present. He wrote : “  I am afraid that our 
little terraqueous globe here is the mad-house of those 
hundred thousand millions of worlds, of which your lord- 
ship does me the honour to speak.”  The subject was 
that of astronomy. When the Great War ended, part of 
the German Fleet was sunk at Scapa Flow. The battle
ships are now being raised, but there is no market for 
two of them. We suggest that they be sold to Switzer
land for the manufacture of alarm clocks capable of 
waking up the human race to the glories of war.

When it comes to fighting pestilence, the rnis5»onaO 
use of scientific measures of prevention and cure i s , 
much more successful than beating drums to figM 

: cholera devils.”  That is all very well, but « 
j Tennessee and “  Our Lord ”  have to say about it? 
i af.ter a,1> whlle the New Testament does not act» ■ 

advise the beating of drums, it does advise that disease 
may be cured by prayer. And between beating clnU L ,  
call God’s attention to the desirability of curing 3Cf 
people of sickness, and praying to God to cure them 
is verbal difference only. Our Lord and his chsc'l 
would have been on the side of the drum beaters and ' 
\vith the Missionaries, who ignore his teachings • 
trust to the Atheistic methods of medical science.

In this country, says a director of education, there are 
300,000 children in backward classes in schools. There 
are also, we may add, some few thousands of mental 
deficients in special institutions. But this state of 
affairs is one of the penalties people suffer for listening 
to the Church’s injunction to “  be fruitful and multi
p ly ,”  and breeding for quantity rather than quality. As 
the result of taking spiritual advice seems rather costly 
to the nation, the Church might well be asked to con
tribute Something towards the extra expense.

vSir Josiah Stamp says : “  You can only pay 3'°af ̂ ¡5 
to the past by putting the future in debt to y°11' ,,,er 
pronouncement will, we fancy, be greeted with ¡t 
wry face by the new generation. It will wonder j10 
can possibly provide a debt of gratitude for the 3 
while it is so very busy striving to settle the n,,a t,]3t 
debts incurred by a past generation as the re su lt  0 
late colossal stupidity known as the Great War-

Politics and religion in Ireland combine to make her 
grotesquely remote from the general trend of thought, 
opinion, and comment. Thus the Irish News (Belfast), 
which is supposed to represent the Catholic minority in 
the territory of the Government of Northern Ireland, 
refers to “  newspapers who think nothing is good enough 
for English Freethinkers and nothing cheap enough for 
Irish Catholics.”  Where, in God’s name, are these news
papers ? This extraordinary statement is in a leading 
article, and refers to some remarks of the (orthodox 
and formerly Unionist) Irish Times, suggesting that if 
and when a proposed Eucharistic Congress comes to 
Dublin next year it is to be hoped that “  the dwindling 
slums of Dublin will have proved that our Christianity 
is something more than a name.”  The Irish News (which 
surely ought to be called the Catholic News), protests 
against the suggestion that “ Irishmen are to be judged 
as to whether they are Christian or not by the rapidity 
of slum clearances.”  Of course this is far too practical 
a test of Christianity to suit an organ blessed by the 
Pope; but it is a blunt revelation of the fact, which the 
slums of Dublin and Belfast alike enforce, that the 
Christian religion, whether by the sign of the cross, or 
by the beating of the Orange drum, is not inconsistent 
with the defence of the most unspeakable conditions for 
the majority of its devotees and dupes.

Stands Christianity where it did ? Certainly it does— 
in Tennessee. That enlightened State has a law which 
forbids the teaching of evolution in schools. A  Bill to 
repeal this law was introduced in the House of Repre
sentatives and has just been defeated by fifty-eight votes 
to fourteen. So Christianity, real Christianity, not the 
hybrid kind of stuff that is poured out by such men as 
Bishop Barnes, still rules in Tennessee. When our Lord 
comes again, we imagine he will feel quite at home in 
that State— that is if he does not put off his return visit 
too long. If he delays he may find even that stronghold 
of the religion that he knew given over to the enemy.

The Rev. Reginald Glanville says there *S,jjq|iod’5* 
active opposition on a considerable scale to oj tK 
Union. He adds that if the whole members nP 
three Churches were taken, it would be found  ̂ 0f in* 
are more people whose attitude to union is tn uv-clJ 
difference than there are either decidedly f°r $0!̂  
against union. We daresay Mr. Glanville is 
of the ministers have been saying that the nrg£.  ̂
union was inspired by God. By the look of t*11 ¿3fi 
gather that it is mainly the Methodist parsons "  ^  <ifc 
received the inspiration, and particularly those 
professionally astute. From union they arc hoi a[( 
“  better things but the “  better things ”  hope“ jcavc9' 
not necessarily connected with the Kingdom ot 
but rather with a happier kingdom for parsons-

Professor Gilbert Murray says :—  ^1
The killing machine is fading into the b a c k e d  

It will gradually fade out like the Cheshire Cat 1 ^
in Wonderland, with a grin on its face and perl13" 
a few teeth left. .jd

One may add the reminder that the killing ipachH'e 
the idea of killing will not just fade out of the* 
accord. They will fade out only as a result of con 
efforts by genuine lovers of peace to educate Y cl 
opinion and modify public sentiment in the direC j3iiii 
humane and more civilized ideals. One thing 
War and the idea of war will never be made to ( 
pear by means of prayers for peace and chantingi 
peace in our time, O Lord.”  This method lias bcc° 
and found wanting.

ill r
Dr, Basil Yeaxlee, D.D., recently referred to 

"o u r  best religious journal.” Punch should r . uriE 
compliment by referring to one of the religious 1 

■ for example, Methodist Times— as our best L^e0t- 
sciously) humorous journal. It deserves the coinP

There are a great many Churches at present that are in 
low water, but two Churches in the Lake district will 
soon be under water.. The Manchester Corporation is 
raising the dam at ILaweswater, and this will involve the 
submerging of two Churches. In the good old days the 
Lord would have been busy with earthquakes, or plagues, 
or some such thing if anything of this kind had been 
attempted. But in these degenerate days a resolution by 
a mere Corporation seems to have more effect than a 
“  Thus saith the Lord.”

Bishop McConnell has just returned home, to the 
United States, from India and writing on Missionaries, 
as against Hindo religious conceptions, he says that

ollt^1'
Captain Frank Shaw’s* description of his 3 {̂tiP 

misery on Sundays, due to strict evangelical {pit11
def 

■ aftfi1'(see our issue of July 19) has elicited a r e jo in  
the Rev. Geo. Armitage, of Iilland, Yorks. T h is 1 
it seems, underwent similar pious training at j- e'v 
Sunday-school and church, but he appears to ,c {IP 
joyed it! For he says, “  My wife and I both agrS .  i>l| 
those were the happiest days of our life. ”  }  ’ 
accounting for taste! Captain Shaw’s r e b e ll io n  ap i^  
such narrow and stupid training, however, would ,̂1 
to suggest that his mental constitution in y°u 
much more wholesome than that of the Rev. Geo- 
tage and his wife.

A
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T°  CORRESPONDENTS.

I kF-1:THl\k- •
5S • KI'R Endowment T rust.—C. H. Groun (Australia),

>> ...
tion of " „ e are very pleased to have your apprecia-

W.p °U1 eff°rts. Thanks. We will do as you desire.

irtgaPENCERT W<
'•sit tô nur|̂ *S W6ê ’ and l 'ne holidays, with Mr. Cohen’s

B!°rtgag ¿"V—^'e wou'd willingly do so, but our space is
Visit 4-av -rx

ham. prevents him doing as you request m timefor the
\Ve *SSUC- Why not recur to your original idea?

e sure it will be worthily handled.

-yoiir'TCI,|,IKU).—'Ue quite share—with many other readers 
fiii hisappreci?tion of Mr- Fraser’s articles. We hope to 

q  ̂ uanie in the Freethinker for many years.

to havt t̂,' ^ lanks for what you are doing. The refusal 
are <• ,, _ Freethinker in the public library because there 
«nsian?5., re''l' 'ous or sectarian periodicals published in 
It is ’ aiui that a selection must be made, is too thin. 
rep]y - 7 %  l*ie usnal artfulness of the bigot. The 
other  ̂ °l)vious. There is only one Freethinker, and no 
»anif. I aPer >n this couutrv can be said to represent the 

Ue P°mt of view.
...

Uianap ‘ .. Ilave handed your letter to our business
1. ' r' ^  'll receive attention.
h-.MeWon v

tin refUs . ‘ 0ur statement that Bradlaugh “ as an Agnos- 
tlie ex 6 , 0 ta,,ie fi'e Parliamentary oath” is correct, with 
Atheiitept,0n *i1 rit Bradlaugh was not an Agnostic, but an 
Oath irand i'e did not refuse to take the parliamentary 
the 0a|i e c'oinied the right to affirm, and offered to take 
fake ¡t ' ’ '.v*len he found that he had not the legal right to 
as a p]’ " ‘fir the explanation that lie would take the oath 
the ru,-r ̂  his word. He was refused the oath. Hence 

arl'utuentary struggle.
’ ■ ^’f.RTn
one — Received. Thanks. Hope to see you againU{iy

v ,tVe
it Us

oanevniore articles like the one on Byron,”  writes Mr.
other ' should be pleased to d< i so, but there are 

h^'ts that demand first attention. A. T. also writes 
<os e u s  for the article on Byron, which lie says will 
hot i.„ nng to bring the real Bvron before manv who do 

W „  no'v him.
' 11 il ]a

Rkks— Tetter held over until next week. Sorry.

returnt a * *

,ePort 1 difficulty in securing copies should be at once
f , e<* this office.
'V $c

% elCUh,r Society, Limited office Is at 62 Farringdon 
‘ London. E.C.4.

Prtcthlnker “  is supplied to the trade on sale 01

\ HaS i g n a l  Secular Society's Office is at 62 Farringdon
' London, E.C.4.

'̂hen the
*,c*io» * Senices °f the National Secular Society In con- 
UiK,jj h Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 

i,Cai}°ns should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.

‘•«If

if.

«D
Hosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

*M?c/ ° r tl,e Editor of the "  Freethinker"  should be 
th, ?  ̂ l° Farringdon Street, London, E C-4.

tfsix(n reethinker "  will be forwarded direct from the pub- 
0ne °fftce at the following rates (Home and Abroad):—

■ , y ar, is/ .; haif year, 7/6; three months, 3/9. 
c,Krc
L.q ; "°flccs must reach 61 Farringdon Street, l.ondon, 
hfierjj ^  ,̂le first post on Tuesday, or they will not be

'hi Cl
Ti'e<,!'es and Postal Orders should be made payable to. the p.

1 lcru ‘°neer Press," and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
0 ehu/cli Branch."

9/ the r "hrature should be sent to the Business Manager 
ahj ,,/,lnnecr Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,

K n°l fo the Editor.
"‘is

0 send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
allen(iu lnS the passages to which they wish us to call

Sugar Plums.

The General Secretary will be on Vacation from August 
8 until the 22nd, and during that period matter of press
ing importance only will be dealt with at Headquarters.

Mr. G. Whitehead reports excellent meetings in Ash- 
ington, Northumberland. Large crowds assembled each 
evening during the week, and there appears to be good 
prospects of a Branch of the N.S.S. being formed there 
shortly. I11 Northumberland, as elsewhere, there are 
numbers of Freethinkers avIio must be'aw are that our 
work can and will only be done by Freethinkers com
bining for that purpose.

On Saturday, August 1, Mr. Whitehead will speak at 
West Regent Street, Glasgow, at 7.30 p.in., and on Sun
day, at Alexandra Park Gates, at 7 p.m. Further an
nouncements will be made at those meetings.

Mr. George Lansbuty’s very reasonable attitude to
wards refreshment in the parks has been the cause of 
much criticism. A correspondent in the Daily Tele
graph is now asking the London Free Church Federation 
when they were appointed guardians of the moral welfare 
of the people? The questioner will remain unanswered, 
and it would have been economy of words to describe the 
Federation as a collection of nosey parkers and leave it 
to prove otherwise. No one would force any member of 
the Federation to go and have one, in the same way that 
non-church or chapel goers would not wish to prevent 
anyone from going to a place of worship. But this point 
is difficult to grasp by those ivlio imagine the Lord is 
interested in a glass of beer.

That amiable writer “  Beachcomber,”  in the Daily 
F-xpress is perhaps one of the few last relics of free 
speech in the press. Very frequently lie gives a joyful 
poke at various forms of imbecility that are allowed 
to be at large in a very tolerant world. We shall let 
“ Beachcomber”  speak for him self:—

During the lull in sermon-preaching records, Dame 
Aimée, Aimée, Semple, McPharsin, our modern writing 
on the wall, has, been in for a scripture-reading Mara
thon, at her temple in Los Angelos. Moreover, she made 
use of the world’s largest Bible.

A bullseye seems to be scored in that “  our modern 
writing on the w all.”

To the late Lord Salisbury, in making a choice of a 
new Archbishop of Canterbury, the following observation 
is attributed : “  It seems to me essential that there 
should be no doubt in the public mind that the Arch
bishop of Canterbury is an earnest believing Christian.” 
This is a dubious compliment from a statesman.

In reply to Mr. Bayley, our contributor Mr. G. II. 
Taylor writes :—

A correspondent suggests that I am unaware of the 
work of Dr. Arthur Lynch. He will find a reference in 
the Freethinker, No 52 (1930) and No. ifi (1931). I had 
Dr. Lynch himself to thank for kindly drawing my at
tention to the Principles, for it is undeservedly ignored 
in most bibliographies.

In the dispute between the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Dr. Barnes, it will be noticed that however much 
gravity the disputants bring to bear on the subject, the 
question does not come within speaking distance of com
mon sense. How much independence of thought is esti
mated may be gathered from the following extract from 
the Archbishop’s letter to Dr. Barnes :—

I cannot but ask, is it charitable, is it just, to brand 
as mere superstition a belief, whatever you yourself may 
think about it, which is held by multitudes of your 
fellow Churchmen, and which is consistent with the 
formularies of the Church ?

It will be seen that the fact of multitudes holding be- 
; liefs is n proof of the truth of such beliefs. And yet there 

are many who profess astonishment when the Freethinker 
i can point to the relics of the savage in our midst.
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F ifty  Years of Freethought.

T he second volume* of Mr. George E. Macdonald’s 
fascinating history has just come to hand. The 
veteran Editor of our famous contemporary, the 
American Truth Seeker, carries on the story from 
the point where he left off in the first volume in 1891 
to 1925, and it is to be hoped he will be able to give 
us another ten years at least before he retires from 
active work— if ever he wants to, that is. Do Free
thinkers ever retire, I wonder? Most of the great 
people in our movement died in active harness, the 
call for truth and justice, for tolerance and freedom, 
being too strong ever to be resisted. They lived full 
and splendid lives— and all the more worthy because 
they never looked for reward on this earth, and they 
laughed at the idea that they would get anything, 
good or bad, in another.

From the seventies to his death in 1899, American 
Freethought was dominated by that splendid human
ist, Robert Green Ingersoll. He stands out a giant 
in its history; and one may well wonder whether his 
like will ever be seen again. As an orator, as a con
troversialist, as a prose poet, he towers head and 
shoulders above the mass of his contemporaries. The 
man with whom I first worked, who had heard Inger
soll over and over again, told me he would spend the 
last dollar he had in the world to hear the great Free
thinker, and when he died, my friend felt the loss as 
if Ingersoll had been the dearest of personal friends. 
Like all great men you either hated him or loved him, 
but even his enemies were compelled to admire the 
wonderful oratory, the good humour, the witty epi
grams, with which Ingersoll filled his notable lectures. 
Is it not an extraordinary coincidence that both he 
and Bradlaugh were born in 1833, both were famous 
in law— one as a lawyer, the other for his uncanny 
knowledge of it, both were great orators and contro
versialists, both were loved and hated and feared, and 
both have left imperishable names in the social his
tory of our times, rising in greatness every day? 
Mr. Macdonald gives striking and graphic pictures 
of the great American at work. I have always 
thought his last lecture, “  What is Religion?” 
delivered on June 2, in 1899, was perhaps the finest 
thing he ever did. It is short and serious and packed 
with brains. Those readers who have their Tngersoll 
handy should read it again. They will not be sorry.

While the first volume of his Fifty Years was 
mainly autobiographical— and extraordinarily inter
esting too— in this second volume Mr. Macdonald re
calls year by year the work of most of the American 
Freethinkers of his generation. We get portraits of 
almost all who lived and worked for the movement.

Here you will learn of E. B. Foote, the famous old 
doctor, whose Plain Home Talk had an enormous 
circulation both here and in the States, a book which 
was a pioneer of sex knowledge. Those “  bright 
young people,”  who imagine the old Victorian duffers 
were altogether too ignorant of sex and sex implica
tions, and who would have learnt a great deal from 
them, had they been living now, would, I fancy, open 
their eyes if they were to read that famous work. 
You simply can not teach your grandmother to suck 
eggs. Then both the old man’s sous took a promi
nent part in Freethought and Birth Control in spite 
of Comstock and his sex-obsessed mind.

Theodore Schroeder, T. B. Wakeman, Franklin 
Steiner, C. B. Waite and a host of others come into 
the pages. So does Ryan Walker, whose war cartoon 
is reproduced— a cartoon which T never look at with

* Fifty Years of Freethought. Vol. 2, by George K. Mac
donald. New York. 1931. Four Dollars.

out roaring with laughter. It represents wi ^
able wit, God the Father, God the Son, alK e ]jne
Holy Ghost, done to the life, so to speak. D)"
underneath is “  When the prayers r e a c h e d  . 0f
and God the Father with a silk hat on the
his head, smoking a big cigar is patheticaly
“ Why mix me up in the row?”  God, the ^  ^jj.
a halo and a very short buttoned jacket, 1° ^  tjic
tively bewildered, and says nothing while ’
Holy Ghost is crying, “  For the love of 'e 6¡1¡(1
trality !”  What Mr. Justice North would 13 ge of
had he had the artist in front of him on a lie
blasphemy, I really cannot imagine. Poss i)(|, 0«
would have fainted with horror on the spot a
recovery, ordered Ryan Walker to instant eXC‘c
There arc a number of pen sketches of Engl,s ^er,”
thinkers— old and new. “  As a writer and sPe‘ t],e
says Mr. Macdonald, “  Air. Charles Watts "  t|lC
most serious of men; in congenial conipa 2> j 3
jolliest.”  Charles Watts and G. W. Foote ^ fe,
visit to the States in 1896, and Mr. Alacdon«^ t„
calls the audience of two thousand, who gat ^,1-
hear them in Chicago. Before then they g°t 3 ' ;|I1il
did reception from the New York Freethinker^^..
the speeches of S. P. Putnam, Watts, Foote, ^
soli and Wakeman were all reproduced in the f̂{
Seeker. Mr. Macdonald’s impressions of h°°
worth recording again :—  ^

Mr. G. W. Foote, President of the National <- v e,r
ovef * .Society of Great Britain, has been looking o y  a)1il

'cliir'1York for several days previous to this writh’jb

.stilliti005,1New Yorkers have looked over Mr. Foote
that time. l ie  has not told how our “  1 tfeU

>s him, but if they stand the scrutiny
■■ --oCf*dan

fli£
• .1 - oti>cr

word “ imperturbable”  describes him tal

impress
as he does, their permanence is in no

Englishmen, I have observed, are at timess imp® dlS'
They are choleric or jolly as the occasion ’'j^ugl' 
pose. Foote is bland and humorous • • • 3 j  ¡a'1' 
oblivious or indifferent to what can’t be hel]1 
while he would not ostentatiously defy mclc°' rvc$ 
Mr. Foote is obviously alert and curious. He 
and inquires . . . l ie  is quite candid. His c* geiak

c«1'of •American ideas are that they are super 
and he has a right to that opinion for

ici 
ok

has no thinker like Spencer, nor ai’G„ n

At«
a«y

like Darwin . . . Personally Mr- )■ 'serve
handsomer that he looks-—that is than he 
any of his pictures.

for

doctor, or at ieast a professor, for lie has the «i«3!
a man above natio1’^ |,c

w

lie  would be lakc",ia)iticr
JU S

of the learned . . . He is a man above natlu.‘ st l'1 
so far as I can judge. On all topics of 
is radical to the verge of reasonableness, ‘ 
thought is trammelled only by obstructive 1̂) 
Wherever he may go he will not attract a 
as a “ stranger in these parts.”   ̂ ^e

I think that is a fine character sketch, b«t .̂ ¿gc 
;ho knew and remember Foote will be able t° »]•

better than I. Mr. Macdonald adds, “  I be«r < fl>e 
Foote before the Manhattan Liberal Club 011 Yfrjol' 
Irreligion of Shakespeare.’ Air. Foote met 1«̂  .̂jth 
and pronounced his personality commensurate^ t« 
his genius.”  Was it not characteristic of ho ,fll-
lecture on Shakespeare— and on Shakespeare • , j,is 
ligion ? T h ey were the two great subjects ov<! 
life, and they dominated all his career. H vv vjsiw  
twenty years later that Joseph McCabe êp- 
Am erica— in 1917, and this is Air. Alacdonald 
sketch of that doughty Freethinker and writer ■ j1.0 J*

Joseph McCabe, the English Rationalist, 'v ĵ0tc ,1 
done “  twelve years in a monastery,”  and '  ]̂ i7
book so entitled, was a guest in America '"my •*! 
Then and for some time hereafter I had din1« ¡u”' 
adjusting Air. McCabe’s personality to his h11̂  t1’ 
heavy literary product . . . Air. McCabe be'°  -jil'1“ 
the order of Little Giants, being less than « (1 1 
sized but mighty . . . He is that combi««
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write1'1** aUil aptitudes that makes the prolific 
Perfê  a,1<̂ R*vcn learning besides, here is the almost 
Rat;C Ĥaekinc for the making of text-books on

c<>ine ift 1 nutn êr °t other English Freethinkers 
Mr. l'aSes of his history, and of them all,
GarnetaC ,-na^  seems to seize upon some salient 
gram Lristlc 'u his own witty way, give us an epi- 

0‘ uP°n it.
are n| 6 American Freethinkers other than Ingcrsoll 
'^niuel'p *” le ^escriptions. Mr. Macdonald loved 
Pen, ] ahner Putnam, and it is with a restrained 
ontsi .e llarrates his unlucky death. Putnam was 
Hundredv a<̂vance(l and fearless, and his Four 
and \v|ii j 1cars °l Freethouglit is already a classic, 
on, Jec°iue all the more valuable as time goes 
Very „ 'Cle " as Lemuel K. Washburn, who wrote for 
Truth years v 'se and witty “  Editorials ”  for the 
" Lis ai'd died aged eighty-one years in 1927.
import* GatV ’ sa>’s Mr. Macdonald, “  was the most 
L a>'*; si»Rlc loss to the cause since the death of 
"hodipria<̂ ?11ald• ’ ’ There was John M. Remsburg,- * » « * v * .  1  1 1 V . 1 V  U i U  J  V Z l l l i  — ...... ........... -  - -CT>7

at the age of seventy-two, and “ was perhaps
the

ne y ' “ s e  01 seveuiy-i\\ u, au u  >' 
rent p-n êst so l̂^er in the Union Army 
Od i'it X1, " ;ar. Remsburg’s two books, j mb ouim 

e Christ, cannot be beaten in their own way.1 hey 
VVTsi

caimoi ne ueaieu 111 men
are a splendid aid to the Freethought contro-

 ̂ . . .  1s’alist
Tijjo Remsburg, also wrote a fine little, work 

lore tli aS Paine. and in twenty years delivered 
'Ut t]ie ‘ n 3,000 lectures. One could go on quoting 
f tianierea<̂ei s'lol,Ll go to the book itself for dozens 
lying es.°  ̂ fighting Freethinkers who kept the flag 
'otngjj p tcn under misfortune and obloquy. Of 
Ha yj J e°t!iinkers, there are quite a number— Mar 
'ore t. ' Iĉ er, for example, whose pet “  aversion 
lor |lê llJtfian Edwards and Theodore Rooseveldt.”  
’age, tTCs " ere Paine and Ingersoll. Matilda Joslvn 
'ere t|,. e*en Gardener and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
lry th CC otfiers who left their mark on contempor- 
,lifra£:olR!lt—'ParLcularly on the question of woman 
''as y ' L'one of them believed that Christianity 
lU°tinJnatl^ h>est friend. And so one could go on 
0 cotng recorfis and opinions, but even a review has 
°h'tiie l° an e,l(l sometimes. Mr. Macdonald’s two 
°ty are intensely interesting, not merely as his- 
Ltrrja ' as a personal record. His was an ideal 
'̂S hoys ’ ail<̂  h*s references to his “  partner ”  and 
l̂ier -S fir°Ve that Ingersoll was not the only happy 

fcinted"ncl husband. The two books are beautifully 
''ith r̂°n, fiue paper, and are profusely illustrated 
'if, yj a"'ings and many valuable portraits. Says 

acdonald on his closing page : —  
as .,'0"ht I should have the courage t

Not long ago I asked the wife if she
’ 0,,bt l should have the courage to accept youth 

shon’ Not long ago l asked the wife if she
•pp"’l'1 care to try life over again. She thought not 

t°y was in exploration and encountering the un- 
tiin Cted* We might miss some of the fun next

’r th r,re hrave words. Mr. Macdcnald is waiting 
nightfall,”  but I still hope we shall have 

years of his history— record and fun com- 
fi°r the fight is not over yet.

II. Cutnrr.

'-’U is n°t °nly the vehicle of thought, it is a
efficient instrument in thinking.—Sir II. Davy. 

*Lisl) ----
’ filers'1 Strvt-'d who has 110 occasion to put the hands 

Jt the end of his arms.—Cervantes.
•ioSe

(.„.j mouth-made vows, which break themselves in
iriaK. 'Shakespeare

Lit,;«s
'} °Ub;rt

begins great works; labour alone finishes

The Idealist V iew  of Existence.

“ Philosophy is the self-correction by mind of its own
initial excess of subjectivity.”—A . N. IVliitchead

Modern Idealism, from Descartes to Jeans, has under
gone an interesting evolution, the main landmarks of 
which can here be indicated.

Running alongside, and lacking tenable connection 
with, his Materialism, was Descartes’ separation of 
“  body ”  and “  thought,”  which left to his successors 
the pretty task of explaining their co-existence and 
connection. One line of thought proceeded via Ber
keley’s “  to exist is to be perceived,”  which leads to 
some curious conclusions.

Does this chair exist ? Yes, as an eject of some 
percipient. Am I that percipient? If so, I exist. 
But to exist is to be perceived. Who perceives me? 
Who perceives my percipient . . . ? Is there a per
cipient who is himself not perceived? But, ex hypo- 
thesi, not to be perceived is not to exist.

And again, are phenomena really my ejects. If so, 
why do I have to eject a chair? Why cannot I eject 
a rhinoceros? It is my own private affair. Both ex
periences, “  rhino ”  and “  chair,”  have something in 
common, viz., perception. Therefore there must be 
something more to account for the difference; some
thing external.

Further, what happens to my “  chair ”  when my 
hack is turned? My percipience no longer affords it 
existence. Because everything found is known about, 
must knowing he a universal condition of being? And 
am I the author of Hamlet ? Berkeley introduced 
“ God ” to accommodate chairs and tables and rhino
ceroses in our absence, thus stabilising externality in 
the name of the Lord.

The move was inadequate. Only Rashdall, another 
cleric, has in recent times attempted to revive the 
Berkleyan system. Phenomena are no longer my 
ejects; they are Cod’s. Does God exist ? If so, he is 
perceived. By whom? Who perceives God’s per
cipient ? and the discussion becomes insipid. In 
short, esse = percipi is useless; it demands that mind 
shall be everywhere at all times, and issues in a uni
verse non-existent. At best, Berkeley did something 
to remove a lazy naive realism; at worst, his dictum 
lowered the prestige of metaphysics, which became 
“  the blind man in a dark room trying to catch a 
black cat that isn’t there.”

There was nothing for it but to return to an honest 
dualism, which came, after some astute criticism by 
Hume, with the help of the Kantian Categories. 
Phenomena pointed to an external existence, a Tliing- 
in-Itself, which, though not existentially dependent 
on mind, was caught by the mind into a number of 
categories ( c . .g . ,  space, time, causality) which gave 
it form. The influence of Kant is instanced to-day by 
Viscount Haldane, who regards meaning as essential 
to outer experience, which exists only for mind, which 
is foundational [Human Experience, and Reign of 
Relativity]. According to Realist criticism the 
Kantian error rests on a confusion between a priori 
knowledge and a priori conditions of knowledge; 
reason is not a little man within a man; it is a name 
for the continuation of that same process which in its 
lowest stages is called sense-perception.

But science is monistic, disliking unnecessary ex
travagance in hypothesis, and so it is only natural 
that the Hegelian development is the one most 
favoured to-day. There is here no impassable gulf 
between mind and matter, and the father of the move
ment was undoubtedly Spinoza.

About his time there were some odd attempts to ex
plain how “  body ”  and “  mind ”  got on so well to- 

j gether. They nowhere touched, but ran perfectly.
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parallel in harmony (Psychophysical Parallelism) : or, 
God butted in at every turn to make mutual response 
(Geulincx’ Occasionalism), or, God acted as the 
mirror in which the outer world appeared to us (Male- 
branche); or, existence was a colony of spiritual units, 
who co-existed according to a pre-established har
mony (Leibnitz). Spinoza simplified matters and used 
“  God ”  as his one principle of existence, of whom 
body and thought were two attributes.

Spinozism has never faded into nothingness. Of 
late it was held by J. A. Picton, and, with variations, 
by others. “  Without Spinoza,”  said Hegel, “  no 
philosophy,”  and the same speaker fathered that 
“  metaphysical monster ”  (James), the Absolute. At 
first pre-existent idea, the Absolute descends into un
conscious nature, awakens in man; and realizes itself 
in Values, in an effort to return to itself as perfect 
fulfilment.

Idealism had by now detracted largely from the 
dignity of the individual and had shifted the responsi
bility for the uniformity of externality on a mind 
transcendent or continental. This lessens the status 
of the individual and his chances of immortality (of 
which belief Hegel was no friend). The Absolute 
has been revived by Bradley, Bosanquet, and (to-day) 
by Webb, Taylor, Croce and Gentile; only in the 
case of the ecclesiastics, Webb and Taylor, is it made 
to hang together with immortality.

An attempt to re-instate the individual has been 
made in the form of “  Monadologies ”  (Ward, 
McTaggart, Carr), while Hocking, in U.S.A., follow
ing Fichte, conceives externality as the non-ego 
thrown out by the ego, which requires something to 
work on and rebound from.

Another approach to Idealism lies in scientific analy
sis. Ultimate substance is itself mental or spiritual 
(Eddington), a theory bearing comparison with 
oriental systems. In the Vedanta it is Brahma; for 
Schopenhauer the substratum was Will; with Fechner 
souls animate all objects; v. Hartmann championed 
the Unconscious; Wundt, “  will-atoms ” ; while 
Mrs. Besant employs the Conception of a World- 
Self, of which we are the rays; and.a recent work from 
a Theosophist (Sutcliffe) bears the title, Astronomy 
and Cosmic Physiology.

*  *  *

According to various forms of the Idealist view now 
current,

Existence is a colony of spiritual monads.
Or, Substance is spiritual.
Or, Absolute Mind exists, and ejects phen

omena.
Or, We finite minds partake in the nature of 

the Absolute, and use substance as musician to 
instrument.

In the case of the first two statements it would seem 
that if lower orders of existence are already mental 
no room is left for emergence, which is a fact. Matter 
obviously is not mind as we know' it, and tp say it is 
a rudimentary form is merely to acknowledge the 
essential continuity of all existence, while rendering 
a term, mind, useless for its specific purpose.

Opponents of the Idealistic philosophy are wont to 
object, “  If your theory is true, what becomes of as
tronomy, history and science? Are all these illu
sory?” Gentile, in Italy, and possibly Jeans, in this 
country, have attempted an answer. According to 
Gentile, the entire past is “  fossilized ”  thought; that 
is, thought which has been “  thunk,”  and is now pre
sented to us in its fossilized form. For Jeans, the 
chief characteristic of him who ejects phenomena is 
ability in mathematics.

But the insuperable objection to all Idealisms is un
doubtedly the verdict of science on the human mind.

Science says that, so far from everything else being a 
manifestation of mind, mind is itself the manifest3' 
tion of something else; and, to avert ruin, F,cal,f '  
has employed the conception of a mind that is n°1 01•
mind, and quite different from any mind WP n̂°
So far from being the governor and sustains
universe, mind is only possible as a rarity, 
there are com plexes of atoms, relatively ^  
shielded from excess of radiation, and kept 8' 
the sun’s energy. ](1 s,ig-

N or is mind so sudden an emergent as w° ^  
gest an extra-natural hand in the matter, ^ 
analogy in lower forms. Sensitiveness _ is ve.
cated, e.g., in the mimosa plant; self-imtuu® l0S;
ment in insectivorous plants and inorganic < > t|,e 
nutrition in inorganic catalysis; reproduction 
elective m ultiplication of crystals. ( ¡¡men

of tl>e
herev

The musician analogy is worthy of
chura

that
rather than philosophers. We are" to suppose 
w-hen the instrument (brain) is impaired, the T1“1' .  
of the music suffers, but, when the instrument, 
crushed to dust, the musician goes on playing "J1 ¡e 
an instrument. But the analogy is quite inapp̂ 1“’1. j 
from another point of view, for the simple reason »

the out5'*,,a musician rules his instrument from
manifestations of

“  11111a1cl.
Mental facts are not 
They are mind.

*  *  *

of r®®”Faced with the unsurmountable difficulty fllif 
structing a universe egocentric, and kind ^ 0f 
desires, Idealism has fallen back on the con 
an absolute mind, which contains existence as ^  0; 
of thought. Logically, we finite minds are P^£ ,,f 
the thought, possessing an indiscriminate mix 0jnte

^ ’ 1 ¡5

cep1 . 
an 3ft

true and false theories, and reduced to an Co“.Fatalism, for our philosophy. The Jeansian 'p cjty 
the state to which Idealism is reduced; B 'J j-jgal- 
rescued at the price of certain immortality; li5 \'il 
ism crying out from behind a battered fro1 ’
Desf>erandum.

G. H. T aV 0*-

Competitive Missions,

T h ere  is a
am“1lllf.world competition ”  in missions  ̂ rt 

various religious bodies. Islam seeks to c Jie 
Christendom and Christendom seeks to couv jpe
Orientals. Buddha proclaims his doctrines tpc
W est: Christ proclaims his in the East. _ 
detached observer there is much in the peculiar eril! 
tion that is bewildering and perplexing. 1 ĵjii' 
missionary agencies, whose Churches affect tn al)il 
mise and even hold in contempt naturalist1̂  ,0 
humanitarian methods use these very meth°°' ,r
gain the attention and confidence of the alien P°i
tions among whom they work. ai

It is clear, particularly at this moment, that 
Christians are disturbed by the failure to indoc

to r£'the peoples whom their missionaries, seek _ . 
cnce— peoples who have renounced their orig1 t3 
ligious faiths. Thus, for instance, with reih,£jvi'' 
West Africa one Christian writer observes : . ]#
ization is advancing with extraordinary rapid1 
the Christian Church lags far behind, and the jgr' 
to make the Christian Faith keep pace with 1 x ,erf' 
traction of primitive beliefs, which civilization in<i'!' 
where carries with it, is creating a problem 0 
itely greater complexity and difficulty than ,< y 
genous faiths present.” Another writer saVt.jj;n1
the goal of Christian missions is a great ^'^¡¡(fA 
Church of Africa, then missions must sink then, > 
ences and work together for its establishment, 
is doubtless the expression of a feeling that h—

1

1
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pertained by Christians at home for a considerable 
.I"*! '?nd it is reflected in the efforts that are being 

a( e in Europe and America for unions or reunions 
eeelesiastictl bodies— efforts so far made with. 

„ ,Very Partial success. In Britain the great ob- 
’ Ces are> of course, the Roman Catholic and the 
hr [eme f>rofestant. There is, however, a growing 
. y  °f opinion in the Episcopal Churches of Britain 
wit'i r,wou'd go a very long way to identify itself 
. t!l Rome in essentials, while the English Noncon- 
t 'r'Ulsts and English, Scottish and Irish Presby- 

latls stiH fulminate against the Papacy.
^’hen Mr. Gandhi began liis propaganda on behalf 

,vl, n.dla> the first Western support of a cordial kmc 
‘‘eh he received was from the Quakers of America—  

J* d!sciPles and successors of William Lloyd Garn-
' ’ Iry whom the M anifesto of Non-resistance was
Wished in 1838. Influenced probably by them, 

•'•Ulcers in Britain and a number of pacificallv- 
Nonconformists and Presbyterians took a 

ul against die-hard denunciations of the Maliat- 
C 3nd as time lias passed and the influence anc im 
' tanee 0f Mr. Gandhi with reference to the prob- 
ci 1 India have been demonstrated with increasing 

‘̂ ness to be very great there lias been an accession 
Ch?e. number of'his sympathisers here. But some 
pul,lstlaus among these sympathisers have late > cen 
p UP with a rather unpleasant jolt. W hen the 
Mr Christian missionaries in India was pu o
tail ndhi and his views about their activities were 
y ' Wat«l, he expressed the considered opinion that 

as they in the main devoted themselves to 
the practice of good western methods

to ------------------ „ ------- ------------------
f lj-1 Pr°selytizing he would appreciate and welcome
t0 J Pncseuce in India; but if their chief object . 
bJ*CUre proselytes— then probably they would be 

tter away.

Gandhi in so expressing himself appeal s to jP -
u! lata the dangers, hazards and obstacles inevitably
t ? lated with a number of competing and warring 

"giou;
Rival

«Od .o tte r s  as personal health, sanitation, etc. 
n Pursing and medical treatment, and refrained

« '» fi?  ,Sects-in any community to real social and 
°f his U development. He wants to see the masses 
"ill . 11 fand uplifted to a level of existence which 

allvfcst au the best refinements of East and
Lead; ^nd one need not be misrepresenting him if

S ? fc'"
an

ween the lines) it is suggested that Mr. 
no particular use for supernaturalism, 

would not be a believer in inhibitions upon
\ J i V las no particular use for supernaturalism, 

y jJ lle wo
1(' °f opinion or belief. In this view' one islsPo,

Rler. J l to regard him as an advocate of the widest

N ly tiz , But lie is (piite evidently opposed to the 
1)0 n J [,1Zer’ and if the missionary is to be that, he has 

It e f°r him.
%  s . difficult for 11s to compare the beliefs of the 
Lllgcj , 1 those of the West, because most of the so- 
1,1 esse ilslem "  Eaiths ”  or “  Religions ”  are really 
religi 1<?e Philosophies, and not frankly supernatural 
V * 8; which appropriately describe the Christian 
l,Pog ( °f Europe and America. Happily we do 
Lee a°asion find Freethinkers in positions of influ- 
fathrap road, who hold up the golden lamps of 
°r t]lelSni. an(l humanism as the bases of the best 

'̂ jig .e highest personal development without any 
S i tirunc? whatever upon upon a supernatural

S c " “'
* ign

: Shu "raiu persons.
»Upei»titi,

Si

S  (1«
Pot

which really can only find an 
aP(l ir > to the clouded or feeble minds of illiterate 
;:f shI)er°ra»f persons. This has always been the sign 
'''Jr, '^f'tion in its most real sense and truest mean- 
-Ho t| l,Perriaturalists of different sects call those 

"a<l r not sf,are their particular creed persons 
t - >y superstition! This is only a case of the

CaHi the kettle black ! When an epidemic

comes nowadays, people do not rush in frenzied 
hysteria to the Churches to weep and pray. They 
see to the drains.

The more man finds and realizes himself the less 
does supernaturalism matter. The greatest thing in 
the world is Man, and the greatest thing in Man is 
Mind. The myths, equivocations and fictions of the 
supernatural are but the shadows of man’s early 
dreams. We will help and elevate our fellow7 beings 
(of any race or colour) by teaching them the scien
tific. means of self-preservation, self-defence, self-edu
cation (in studying tire masters of literature and 
science and.art) and of self expression, so that they 
in their turn shall be equipped for the task of com
municating the same knowledge and teaching to those 
about them. Supernaturalism, however dressed up, 
is ever primitive, and keeps the minds of men in a 
degraded dependence.

IGNOTUS.

Correspondence.

To the Editor of the “  F reethinker.”

CONVERSION.

S ir ,— I have read with considerable interest F.N .B .’s 
letter in your issue dated the 12th inst., concerning the 
factors responsible for bis conversion from the Christian 
belief to the philosophy of Atheism.

J.ike F.N.B., I was once a Christian, but the reasons 
for my conversion differ from his* in that I was initially 
influenced by factors completely outside the Church.

Some three or four years ago, I became interested in 
the Darwinian Theory which appeared to offer a more 
feasible explanation of tlie origin of life than that or 
those found in Genesis. 1 accordingly read as many 
books as possible on the subjects of Evolution and 
Natural History, and found that God was not necessary 
to change that huge barren cinder of which the earth 
consisted prior to the coming of life, into a garden pussat- 
tliat a supposedly omnisceut and omnipotent God using 
a means like Evolution to attain perfection would be 
definitely sub-human, while the minds of those Christians 
who would equate their god with Evolution must be 
lower than the present-day gorilla.

In spite of this, however, I must confess that for some 
time after leaving the Christian fold, I continued to re
gard its God in a favourable light, presumably as a re
sult of my earlier teachings, and it w7as only after much 
thought that I began to regard the object of Christian 
worship as being unworthy even of the contempt of a 
sane person.

With the exception of one sceptical friend, I was, as 
far as 1 was aware, alone in my opinions amongst those 
living in my district, but I later found amongst others, 
a “  saint ”  of very strong Atheist inclinations, who intro
duced me to the Freethinker, an introduction I have 
never regretted.

My initial Agnostic opinions were strong, and to my 
mind well founded, but a year’s reading of the Free
thinker has changed my Agnosticism to militant Athe
ism, and now I too, feel it to be both a duty and a plea
sure to try and save those of my friends who are 
Christians from the mental bondage their beliefs incur.

C. C. Craine.

That nation is worthless which docs not joyfully 
stake everything on her honour.— Schilier.

Beware of an ox before, of a mule behind, and of a 
monk on every side.— Spanish Proverb.

Every man carries heaven and licll within him in this 
world.— Böhme.

The sincere alone can recognize sincerity.— Carlyle.
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National Secular Society.

R eport or E xecutive Meeting heed Jui.y  24, 1931. 
T he President, Mr. C. Cohen in the chair.

Also present : Messrs. Quinton, Clifton, Silvester, 
Easterbrook, Le Maine, Ebury, McLaren, Mrs. Quinton, 
Junr., Mrs. Venton, Miss Rough, and the Secretary.

A  number of apologies for absence through holidays 
were read.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read-and 
adopted, and the monthly financial statement presented.

New members were admitted as follows, Bradford, 
Brighton, Birmingham, Liverpool, Fulham and Chelsea, 
W . London, West Ham, N. London, Birkenhead 
Branches, and the Parent Society. Permission to form a 
Branch of the N.S.S. at Birkenhead, to be known as the 
Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch was given.

Under correspondence matters concerning Montreal, 
Glasgow, Liverpool, Bradford, and Birkenhead were dealt 
with, and instructions given.

The Executive endorsed the President’s action in refer
ence to Perth and Durham.

Reports of lectures given by Messrs. Brighton and 
Clayton were submitted.

The receipt of a bequest of £50 to the N.S.S. was re
ported. A proposal to help desirable speakers by a gift 
or loan of books was discussed, and adjourned for prepa
ration of details. For the encouragement of speakers a 
study circle was proposed, and Mr. A. 1). McLaren was 
asked, and agreed to take control. Publication of E x
ecutive’s Annual Report for 1931 for distribution was 
sanctioned. Motions remitted from the Annual Confer
ence were dealt with, No. 9 being held over till next 
meeting, to be held on September 18.

R. H. R osetti,
General Secretary.

T O GLASGOW FREETHINKERS.— Freethinkers in Glas
gow and District are invited to call at the Freethought 

bookstall at the juncture of West Regent Street and Ren- 
field Street. A varied assortment of Freethought books 
always in stock. Current issue of the Freethinker on sale. 
Any book got to order.

ACADEMY CINEMA, Oxford Street,
(Opposite Waring &  Gillows). Regent 4361.

Sunday, August and, for one week.
“ THE ROOF OF THE WORLD.”

Record of a Russian Scientific Expedition and 
“ T he Waltz D ream.”

an U.F.A. Version of the Oscar Straus Operette. 
Saturday, August xsl.

C o n r a d  V k i d t  a s

** THE STUDENT OF PRAGUE.” 
and

“ MEN OF THE WOODS,”
(Soviet Tribal Film).

YOU WANT ONE.
N.S.S. BADGE.—A single Pansy flower, 
size as shown; artistic and neat design 
in enamel and silver. This emblem has 
been the silent means of introducing many 
kindred spirits. Brooch or Stud Fastening. 
Price gd., post free.—From 

The G eneral Secretary, N.S.S., 6a Farringdon St., K.C.*

UNWANTED CHILDREN
In  a C iv iliz e d  C o m m u n ity  th ere  sh ould  be no 

U N W A N T E D  C hildren.

F^r an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages)' of Birth Con
trol Requisites and Books, send a i # d .  tfarnp to

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks
E S T A B L I S H E D  N E A R L Y  F O R T Y  YEA R S,

S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  N O T I C E S ,  W c‘

LONDON.
OUTDOOR. t|,f

Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Parlujj^ xVith
Mrs. E. Grout—“ What is

of ?borr;Basi
ildi

ikd*

Bandstand) : 3.15,
Christianity ?”

F ulham and C helsea Branch N.S.S. (comer
Road, North End Road) : Wednesday7, 7.30, Messrs  ̂
and Day; Saturday, 7.30, Messrs. Barnes and Brva 
thinker on sale at both meetings.

North London Branch N.S.S.—No meeting. ening 
North L ondon Branch N.S.S.—Every Tuesday ev jjeath 

8.0, Mr. L. Ebury7 will lecture outside Harnpstea1 en;ng 
-Station, L.M.S., South End Road. Every Thursday 
at 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury will lecture at Arlington £iapl>a,fl 

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. Stonhonse Street,^ ^ jt <,

rr“-

at

AUgtlSl
Road, Sunday at 7.30, Mr. L. Eburv; Wednesday, •' 
at Rushcroft Road, near Brixton Town Hall, a* f>'°̂ 1ber*,eb 
Ebury; Friday7, August 7, at Liverpool Street, Co 
Gate, at 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury. 0)

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) '■ y'nso11' 
B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and • jp .A. 
6.30, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt, A. D. McLaren, ^y, 
Le Maine and E. C. Saphin. Every _ w e . erfrf 
at 7.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and C. '1 as°n „̂3 r 
Thursday, at 7.0, Messrs. E. C. Saphin ^paF1' 
Darby; every Friday, at 7.30, Messrs. A.----- j » ----J ---- -T > "~ / O f ......  1 p ,
and B. A. Le Maine. Current Freethinkers can 0 go11 
opposite the Park Gates, on the corner of Edg"a 
during and after the meetings.

West Ham Branch N.S.S.—No meeting.
W est London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt park,

,yfr I-

tl'f

mersmith) ; 3.30, Messrs. Bryant and C. Tuson- 
COUNTRY. 

outdoor.

Accrington Market.—Sunday, August 2, at 7-' 
Clayton. gjte ,

Brighton Branch N.S.S.—Saturday, at 8.0, °PJ’ c pe'1’ 
Open Market, inside the Level. Sunday, at 3.3°* r 
speakers Messrs. Jackson, Byrne and G. de L*Q - ' g cK* 

Burnley (Hebrew Road).—Monday, August 3 > n . 
J. Clayton. , _jfr- '

Burnley Market.— Sunday, August 2, at 3-,s 
Clayton. 7

Darlington (Market Steps).—Sunday, August ->
at

Mr. J. T. Brighton.
E ast Lancashire 

Street, Burnley)
R ationalist

flf"'lf{
A ssociation

Sunday, August 9, A Ramble to i pH' 
Meet outside Palace Theatre, Burnley Center, at »•

' -4Nelson friends meet top of Carr Road, at 1.30 p-1"- |
Swimming, aiu' . <1'1!Games at Roughlee. (Paddling, owinuumg, . e{$ 

Bring the children. All East Lancashire Freethi" ,̂1'  ̂
friends are invited. Members of the Manchester 
of the N.S.S. specially invited. At 7.45 p.tn., a nR‘L 
be held on Carr Road Recreation Ground, Nels°n’ , 
Mr. Jack Clayton., \'fj,

G lasgow Branch N.S.S. Saturday, August fA 
Regent Street, at 7.30, Sunday, August 2, at Alexa1'1  ̂ (
Gates, at 7.0, Mr. G. Whitehead (London) will 1 j 

L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S.—®*Jî t)rtt 3 'o 
Queen’s Drive (opposite Baths), Messrs. Jackson, - iji'k1,,.

at Beaumont Street, Messrs^  ̂ jjt^
 ̂ iug

Tissyman ; Monday 
and Wollen Tuesday, at Edge Hill Lamp, MeS 

Wednesday, at Waste Ground 
Swan Library, Messrs. Little and Shortt;
and Sherwin ; Wednesday, at Waste Ground adjo"1 Vi •

Shortt; T h u r * ^ 1
corner of High Park Street and Park Road, Messrs-s. JJ

Current Freethinkerand Tissyman. All at 7.30. 
at all meetings.

Newcastlk-on-Tyne (Bigg Market).- Wednesday 
at 8.0, Mr. J. T. Brighton.

Seaham H arbour.— Saturday, August 1, at 
Brighton.

T odmorden Market.— Thursday, August 6, 
Clayton.

W igan (Market Square).— Sunday, August 2, 
Messrs. W. H. Sisson and FI. Hankin.

Works by C. R. Boyd FreeH^*

PY TIIOR NO! A Novel, 6s. Postage 3d. ¡jj1-'
TOWARDS THE ANSWER. A Study of the {

the Universe, 3s. 6d. Postage 2d. of J.
PRIESTCRAFT. A Study of the E xploita«» jS,

Religious Sentiment, 
paper, Postage 2d.

6s. cloth, Postage 3^-
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P am p h le ts .

By G W. FOOTE. 

Christianity and Progress*
Price 2(1., postage yd.

The Philosophy of Secularism.
Price 2d., postage yd.

Wh 0 Was the Father of Jesus? ,
Price id., postage y2d.

V°Uaire’s Philosophical Dictionary. (
L, 128 pp „ with Fin* Cover Portrait, J 

a,,d Preface by Chapman Cohek. j
Price 6d., postage id.

Th° Jewish Life of Christ. |
Rei»g the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or Book of j 
the Generation of Jesus. With an Historical l  
Preface and Voluminous Notes. By G. W. | 
Poors and J. M. Wheeeer. 1
Price 6d., postage yd. \

*

i
By C HAPMAN COHEN.

0t* and Man. 1
, .n Essay in Common Sense and Natural ; 
Morality. J

^  Irice 2d., postage y d .  1
°'Ilan and Christianity. 1

\e Subjection and Exploitation of a Sex. j 
 ̂ rice is., postage id.

°claUsni and the Churches.
q rice 3d-, postage yd.

and Character. *
he Influence of Religion on Racial Life. 
rice 4d., jxjstage id. Published at 6d. j

lasPhemy. |
d Plea for Religious Equality. J

lice 3d., postage id.

Man Survive Death ?
* the Belief Reasonable t Verbatim Report 1 

?/ a Discussion between Horace Leap and | 
-uapman Cohen. |

Pri,°e 4d., postage yd. Published at yd.

V.,

W
i

i
*4

e Christian Sunday : Its History j

1
¡

“V .

*

B

2d.

and Its Fruits
a . D .  M c L a r e n

--------------- o stag a  Jd

e^listic Aphorisms and 
Purple Patches
A R T H U R  F A L L O W S , M .A.

320 pages.

aPer Covers 3/6. Postage 4$d.

(All Cloth copies sold).

. . T H E  . .

N ational S ecular S ociety

President :

CHAPMAN COHEN,
Secretary:

R. H. Rosetti, 62 Famngdon Street, London, 
E .C

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

S ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based 
on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of 

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super
natural hopes and fears ; it regards happiness as inan'a 
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; 
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis-, 
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize 
morality ; to promote peace ; to dignify labour ; to extend 
material well-being; and to realize the self-government 
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what
ever funds the .Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone 
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

I hereby give and beqneath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all or any of the purpose» 
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing thq 
following declaration :—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I 
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to cooperate in 
promoting its objects.

Name...........................................................................

Address.....

Occupation

Dated this...... day of..................................... 19.......

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription.

P.5 .—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 
every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to his means and interest in the cause.

!
The Case for 

j Secular Education j
i
i 
i

l 
i;

T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. \\

(Issued by the Secular Education League) 
P R I C E  S E V E N P E N C E  

Postage id.
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Select B argains in N ew  Books.

PSYCH O LO GY AND FO LK  LORE. By R. R. Marett. 
Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. 9d. Postage 4jld.

PRIM ITIVE CULTURE IN IT A L Y . By H. J. R ose.
Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. 91!. Postage 4Ed. 
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GOD AND THE 
UNIVERSE

EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & ElNSTE1Ii

BY

C H A P M A N  C O H E N  

W ith a Reply by P rofessor A. S. Eddin̂ 011

• • brill'3"1Mr. Chapman Cohen is a philosophical critic 01 
intellectual gifts. His book God and the . to 
is the best, and perhaps the only serious atte' ^  
winnow the scientific work of Eddington, aCcfe‘
ley, and Einstein from its pseudo-philosophico 
tions. Such criticism, coming as it does 1 . jafly 
foremost Freethinker in the country, is Par 1 
refreshing.—The Sunday Referee.
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The Bible Romances is an illustration of ¡¡¡g 
Foote at his best. It is profound without >’ ^ 
dull, witty without being shallow; and 1!l 
indispensible to the Freethinker as '*
Bible Handbook,

P r ic e  2 /6  P o stag e  3d.
Well printed and well bound.

¡DETERMINISM OB 
FREE-WILL?

Printed and Published by T he Pioneer PreS3 (G. W. F oote and Co ., Ltd.), hi Farrlngdon Street, London,


