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Q& the Rebel.

Hi. ~161 was one of the guests of the Lord Mayor
°Ycrlluitelleon given to commemorate the handing
\£ Abl, e" stead Abbey to the City of Nottingham.
grounds were given by Sir Julian
fastr Te Byron furniture and relics by Mr. lan
Rft ' ~Be whole formed a magnificent and generous
- lle °f which the citizens of Nottingham should
Ht and if it leads to renewed interest in Byron
u "Bl be doubly beneficial. It was also fitting
fe) e btUieipal guest of the occasion was that grand
~reece>M. Venizelos, the present Prime
Fadfr; M. Venizelos delivered two or three short
bit esduring the luncheon in the Council Chamber,
Bis chief speech till the afternoon at
'h),], "ad Abbey, where the deeds were formally
y 1?ver to the Lord Mayor. No one better than
SV tlUselos could have been secured for the occa-
o l(_ile' Bas spent his life in fighting for
0 .oe OINof the Greek people, and he made
KiJ°U"eY from Greece for the purpose of
iJ-id at _His ac!dress_ on Byron was well
1? del-ve™ delivered, in spite of the handicap of
@ IVered in English, and adequate tribute was
the £ n tor devotinG his eneies and his wealth
gav, 't for Greek independence, and who in the
Ms ks Bfe to that cause. There were many
/iic~~ffent, and the speaker well said that they
<sPoet N t° join hands in bowing to the memory of
Me ; U Bero. Britain in admiration and pride,
1 Admiration and gratitude.”

\ Y * *

It H Hyron.

Geme within the scope of the address

- Venizelos to more Wi hint a¥ the
Byron as being much more than a lover
** intoxicated with the glory of its past, its
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imperishable contributions to art, philosophy and
science, and burning to restore some of its ancient
splendour. But there were plenty of indications that
he was well alive to the real Byron. For Byron did
not belong to the company of mere idealistic phil-
helleues; he was at once a realist and an idealist, ever
ready to champion struggling peoples, never deaf, as
M. Venizelos put it, to the pleadings of “ high ideals
and lost causes.” His services to the cause of Greek
independence were great, but they were all part of his
services to Ital}r, Ireland, and England. His letters
show that he was quite alive to the faults of the
Greeks, faults that were largely a compound of their
religion, and of the fact that, as the speaker said, for
hundreds of years their political history had been one
of a change of masters. He was as much alive to the
faults of the English, the Irish, and the ltalians, but
in no case did this hinder him taking up the cause of
the oppressed, rather it stirred him to action. He
might well be called a universal rebel, but his was a
rebellion based on clear intellectual perception.

This is a phase of Byron too much neglected by
English writers. Here, in this country, we have
stereotyped ways of dealing with a genuinely radical
reformer. When possible his memory is buried alto-
gether. His ideas may become the common property
of an after generation, but that generation knows
little of the man to whom they owe so much. If the
reformer cannot be so expeditiously buried, then his
significance is minimised by a passing reference to
him as an “ agitator " —still a dreadful word in this
country, or a reference is made to his lack of scholar-
ship, or his defective education. When neither of
these plans are possible, when his position and ability
demand some kind of posthumous fame, then he is
served as a man such as Leigh Hunt has been
treated, prominence is given him as a writer of inter-
esting literary essays or as a writer of pretty poetry,
or as an ineffective idealist, and he is left there. Thus,
Owen, Paine, Carlile, Byron, Hunt or Bradlaugh, be-
comes when mentioned in general literature almost a
caricature, at best a pale and ineffective figure, while
their ideas in a watered form are taken up by men
sufficiently “ respectable ” to handle them with
safety. Byron was one of the class who could not be
silenced, neither could he be buried. So chief stress
was laid upon him as a poet, upon scandals attaching
to his name—scandals which shocked a society that
could take unmoved so disreputable a blackguard as
the Prince Regent, and upon his great work for
Greece. Greece was a long way off, what he did hap-
pened a long while ago, and the most conservative up-
holder of abuses in England could expand his bosom
and strut his way when speaking of the work Byron
did on behalf of freedom—for Greece. In prais-
ing Byron for his zeal for liberty in Greece, we may
divert attention from the fact of how bitterly he
denounced tyranny and shams in England. Emphasis
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on this last fact might act as a very troublesome in-
spiration.

Byron the Rebel.

I am not now attempting to measure Byron’s stand-
ing as a poet. He has often been denied first rank,
although a critic such as Henley has said that no
matter who are the men whom we count as the first
poets of the nineteenth century Byron is certain to be
one of them. | am more concerned with Byron as
the man of revolutionary ideas, not so much Byron
the poet as Byron the Reformer. And here | may
take a passage from a great critic of English litera-
ture, Henri Taine. He says of Byron that “he is so
great and so English that from him we shall learn
more truths of his country and his age than from all
the rest put together.” Unfortunately much of what
we learn from him of the England of his day reflects
more credit upon Byron than upon the country which
gave him birth.

Consider the environment in which he was born
and reared. Coming from an aristocratic stock
Byron was born in January, 178S, and died in April,
1824. That thirty-six years covered a period preg-
nant with great things. There were more dreams
dreamed of the refashioning of human society during
that time than during any previous generation. Just
a year after Byron’s birth the French Revolution with
its watchwords, “ Liberty, Equality, Fraternity,” be-
gan to force its flaming way over Europe. Byron saw
the meteoric career of Napoleon, and witnessed the
fierce reaction which set in here to stifle revolutionary
reform. He saw the miseries of the new industrial
system, and drew a damning indictment against it in
his maiden speech in the House of Lords. He saw
and recognized the protecting cloak which the estab-
lished religion threw over it all. He saw a landed
interest which was rapidly divesting itself of all re-
sponsibility, but clinging to and consolidating all its
privileges, with an aristocracy that was as blind to its
past as it was to the demands of the present. It was
the period of which Beaconsfield said that under the
pretence of liberty the English people had been robbed
of all the real freedom they possessed. Of the mass
of the people he said, in the speech to which | have
just referred, that in all his experience of despotic
countries he had never seen such utter wretchedness
among the people as he had witnessed in this country.
It was with all this in mind that he wrote. He might
have written pretty essays or equally pretty poetry.
He preferred to attack religious, political and social
hypocrisies with some of the deadliest and bitterest
satire that had been penned since the day of Swift.
It was an unforgivable crime.

* * *

A Lover of Liberty.

There is an unintentional belittlement of Byron in
restricting one’s praise of him to the part he played
with regard to Greece, tine as that was. It was only
part of his general attitude towards injustice and
wrong wherever he saw it. He had a genuine passion
for liberty, and when he wrote, “ | have simplified my
politics into an utter detestation of all existing govern-
ments,” he framed a charge against all the then
governments of Europe. His scorn of those who

.. . plod in sluggish misery

Rotting from sire to son, and age to age
Proud of tlieir trampled nature, and so die,
Bequeathing their hereditary rags

To the new race of inborn slaves, who wage
War for their chains rather than be free

had a much wider range than its application to
Greece. It applied to man’s submission to tyranny
and injustice wherever it existed.
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That it was so taken by his contemp®rar' Hai
can be no doubt. “ Society ” hated hn>l “ucatiay

because he belonged to it by birth ant ~ fire
The better spirits hailed him as, to use w Y-
phrase, “ the literary organ of the revolu

one who will spend his time delving hit® rreqdid
of such organizations as the numerous __

ing Societies,” “ The Friends of Humani y> Il
various Freethinking bodies of the day  oCtion
no illusion as to his influence. In this 1 .~ b©

law unwittingly helped by refusing CPNdib$
several of his works, with the result that u'e ™ /Nin
Hone and Carlile reprinted them over and O .yfee,

Byron the Rebel is a still greater figure-
ence as a force in the European reform h Ofgk
has been inadequately recognized, and RIs ~
that not five per cent of the couple of 1

men and women present at Newstead had N

ledge of or gave any thought to his work as

of heretical and revolutionary sentiments-

A Herald of the Dawn. non
o»

Byron was representative of the new telK
European thought, and it was this that £ac
instant and sustained influence on the n
What was done in after years by the novel,
in his day with his poems. At a time when tl «( dliig
that followed the fall of Napoleon was nl .
and when advanced thinkers were heeinnim

N

discouraged at the failure of many of their'_  pil
raised his voice on behalf of these outraged 1
lashed hypocrisy and a slavish devotion >, _$

tional morality in a way that few other men 8f
did. No reply to him was possible; he wn
such things usually are met, by hatred and m.
sentalion. - g
There are many cases in which the poet-°ov trefi
man, and while a subsequent generation may ~ tb
the music of the verse, one need think I'lt fe]jiggelt
man who wrote it. In the case of Byron, U ~podt
appreciation depends upon a Fémem Féﬁ@@"’r\‘t’\*’
| do not undervalue his services to Greece,
services should be thought of as an illustrat™"\jeS'
phase of his character, a specimen of ins *5 %
Mere courage, the love of adventure have led |, e
such places as the battlefield for the sake of Jitf"
and unworthy causes, and one may admire 41 pit
intellectual courage that carried Byron thej®
whether in Greece, or in lItaly, or in Britain, "
ever the champion of ideals to which he to f
false. Ruskin, never the man to pay tribute n
worthy characters, spoke strongly of the g°ot \a’
gained from Byron on account of his “ meaSlir'
living truth.” Jane Welsh Carlyle said ti11 ~ull
the news of Byron’s death came it was as if the jibr
moon had gone out of the heavens. And Carly )i
self said “ God, that so many men should fid
base existence to its utmost bounds, and tj1™ tb
noblest spirit in Europe should sink before I'™ed
course was run. Had he been spared to ;

three score and ten, what might lie not have tE
What indeed ! But, as the old Greeks said,

Gods stands Fate, and to its decrees we niUSL "
with..what grace we may. We may be sure
Byron had lived longer he would have wroUgb t"

and that is all. Yet the value of a man’s life ~ tiE
be measured in length of days but in deeds. ~ €1
as little effort to be born as it does to die, andti d b
may be as unimportant as the beginning- /'
world had at its service for a longer period » !
spirit of Byron with its dauntless courage, m*e”

have been done to end the shams and hypocrF1 ~

injustices that stain our civilization. All tfe*

the region of the might-have-been. The ceftnl
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‘het the

— work of men such as Byron does joliow.

Llem- lives on in the lives of those J ~ the
hc= Rive to the future as they Inn< « rational
' Ih and the future is the better for 1 helped to

H%ht and the larger freedom they have 1

Chatman Cohen.
Cockney Christianity.

i» “Camels and Christians receive their burdens kneel-
"Ambrose Bierce.

- Chanting faint hymns to the cold fruitless moon.

a, TTors °f newspapers are very hard pressed for copy
I, '"LIRd>e height of Summer. Stories of giant goose
. nes and sea-serpents are not so popular as t'ey
as,?i  So’ tlle editors try to whip up a little enthusi-
k ' y Promoting discussions. This year religion us
J.nelected for discreet debate by salaried defenders,
|lle columns of the newspaper press have been
with the professional patter of prelates and
vu,@ﬁm?g,tempered by the jargon of the journalists,
P

Ofy

i°«s for half an hour to write their articles.
"Son« p a p e r has started a series: “ Re-
“JUID To-day,” amg, pot to be outdone, an

Con'emporary speedily followed with * The
ingfS.s -* Fondon.” These articles make very
"hich reading, for they reveal a change of tone
iTeach 'S tru'y remarkable. A year or so ago
avay frs " erc wont to explain that people stayed
bactjO °‘n Places of worship because of the counter at-
traks".S  *'le Rolf-links, the motor-car, greyhound
'lie ha,i"I even the cinema, and not at all because of

dBimt(lless of their hearts, which were as pure and

Sty nt as those of little children or police cou-
Vow . )

‘i*e tO  aPPears that there is actually a war in our

lose] °fsave religion, and the opposition is not com-
dith j Musicians of jazz bands and female film-stars
‘ant \ °VeiJ ex'husbands. According to the Protes-
Anin,C*)'s'10p of York, “ the enemy in our time is
.,cr lIsni-”  But the Roman Catholic Archbishol) of
diil° 0l e2ually inspired, thinks that the arch-
an( °f religion are the “out-and-out .Socialists,”
V vint certitude. Another defender of religion,
iiliri,~I" 'he Rev. Israel Mattock, who is not a
ifm)man' considers that the real opposition comes
li nilligant Atheists.
rlf8 EMiristian Religion, according to the Arch-
flinl. * ~°ik, has always been fighting. Come to
's ) 't, two thousand wcars of incessant warfare
ligseiit>>™ recor(i i°r an evangel of love. But the
‘or conflict is more serious than preceding battles,
arl-éf' fclemy now has machine-guns instead of being
7slU. " "1 primitive bows and arrows. The Arch-
fiifi twPi Liverpool is almost lyrical in his despair,
lig IS bitterly : * What is needed is for the re-
Hita,\ ""'dies in this country to close up their ranks,”
fan].s ‘v has already told us all Christians outside the
*i fo.Popery are “ quacks,” the close comrade-
0 B*e new allies does not appear to be so pro-
A~ as might be desired.
1lii  I"tneeessary to survey the world from China to
V ' We will restrict our view of religion to Lon-
'0 t|,u 'e capital of the British Empire. According
sip a'est census, it contains 2,150 places of wor-
f‘r ~ >ncli, at a hasty glance, seems a large number
"I *°'tering cause. But, as Shakespeare says,
hi'leh a'v''"'e-" No less than nineteen of these
Lpg. !S>situated in the heart of London, were, not
'he p ”"ce>declared to be redundant and derelict by
QO-lesiastical authorities. And the remainder
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are “ a mixed lot,” as the auctioneers put it. They
include Unitarian churches where one god is wor-
shipped; and also a vast number where three gods in
one receive the same mark of respect. As the Virgin
Mary, however, receives divine honours with the
Holy Trinity, the Roman Catholic believer may al-
most be said to worship four deities; whilst his
Spiritualist neighbour, who attends a rival tabernacle,
worships none at all. Several of these churches are
reserved for the Mormon Community, where the
followers of Joe Smith carry Oll the evangel of the
Ratter-Dav Saints. There are seventy-nine syna-
gogues for Jewish people, and also meeting-places of
the Mohammedans. Indeed, there are churches of
every nation and every creed, some of them only
known to their own people. As wide asunder as the
Poles, they have one thing in common, their congre-
gations are dwindling.

There is no real friendship between these religious
bodies. The teachings of the Protestant Reformed
Church of England are considered by the many Non-
conformist Churches to he wrong and harmful, whilst
the instruction given by dissenters is pronounced by
Churchmen to be heretical and dangerous. Roman
Catholics in their turn, consider that Anglicans and
Free Churchmen are alike perfectly monstrous.
Churchmen and Nonconformists, however, agree that
all other religions bodies are outcast. Although this
cock-eyed attitude satisfies most of the clergy, who
use it to consolidate their own positions, it still im-
pedes education and fetters progress.

Although the sky-line of the Metropolis shows an
undue array of spires and domes the buildings them-
selves are half empty. The Theological Superstition
is crumbling. Everything eventually crumbles which
is not true. Never was there so little religion, never
so much Secularism, as at the present time. Never
have men attended places of worship so little; never
have they attended hospital and humanitarian meet-
ings so assiduously. Religion is in the melting-pot,
and Secularism is slowly permeating everywhere.

The theological theories no longer satisfy, for no
faith can satisfy which is found out. Men, nowadays,
no longer accept upon mere trust the religious mis-
beliefs of their remote and ignorant ancestors. Over
the pulpits of the fast-emptying places-of-worship is
inscribed, “ To the Glory of God.” That is the
voice of the past. Secularism sounds the vibrant and
triumphant note of the future : “ To the Service of
Man.” Based on fables, supported by dead men’s
money-bags, trading on ignorance, Religion at length
finds educated opinion rising above and beyond it.
The voice of reason has been a still, small voice,
sometimes almost inaudible, though never quite
stilled, but now it is swelling into a sound like the sea,
which will overwhelm the chanting of the priests. Tf
the priests of all denominations are failing it is because
the conscience of the race is rising against ancient
ignorance, and because the cultural side of our civil-
ization is becoming more adequate.

Mimnermus.

HEDGEHOGS IN HEAVEN.

The only indication of a belief in a future state which
| ever detected in an old Gipsy woman, was that she
once dreamed she was in heaven. It appeared to her as
a large garden, full of fine fat hedgehogs.

Richard Liebich in “ The Wind on the lleatli.”

Too much sensibility creates unhappiness; too much
insensibility creates crime.— Talleyrand.

Human nature craves novelty.—Pliny.
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The Testimony of Organic
Distribution to Evolution.

T he geographical distribution of living forms presents
various interesting features. The unscientific theory
of special creation assumed that plants and animals
were divinely designed to dwell in a particular en-
vironment. But a detailed study of the problem has
induced modern naturalists to adopt an entirely
diiTereut explanation of organic distribution both in
the present and the past.

Animals inhabiting the same continent display
pronounced contrasts. Different climatal conditions
were once regarded as furnishing a complete explana-
tion of these unlikenesses. Vet, although climate
constitutes an important factor in determining the
nature of species, other influences must be sought for
the wide differences which prevail. The tropical areas
of Australia, Africa, and South America possess
almost identical climates, but their fauna and flora
are markedly dissimilar.

Upon such apparent anomalies the creation legend
throws no light. But when the problem is approached
from the evolutionary standpoint, the present distri-
bution of organisms is seen to be the result of the
countless changes which have occurred on our
planet’s surface throughout a vast period of departed
time. Geographical, climatic, and biological trans-
formations have all made their contributions.
Palaeontological and geological science partly dis-
close the earth’s history from ages immeasurably re-
mote. Knowledge of the fossil remains of plants and
animals which flourished many thousands and mil-
lions of centuries ago is still fragmentary, but many
gaps have been filled in during recent decades. Science
is now acquainted with many new facts discovered
since Darwin’s death, and these add materially to the
previously powerful array of fossil testimonies to the
truth of evolution. Not one, however, furnishes any
support whatever to the theory of special creation, or
to the dogma of the fixity of species.

Researches into the present and past distribution of
the camel group supply a striking illustration of scien-
tific method. There are now two divisions of this
curious mammalian family. The only undomesticated
camels of the Old World inhabit Central Asia. The
other section is confined to .South America and in-
cludes the llamas, guanacos and kindred creatures.
These two groups differ considerably in outward ap-
pearance, but all anatomists are agreed regarding
their close relationship. The prehistoric habitat of
the camels, as revealed by their fossil remains pre-
served in the rocks, was restricted to Northern
America throughout a prolonged period during Ter-
tiary times. In any case, their fossils are absent else-
where. The eminent American geologist and palaeon-
tologist, Prof. W. B. Scott assures us that: “ Each
successive group of rocky strata in our western plains
has yielded remains of its own characteristic type of
camels, whose development towards the modern type
may be followed through many almost imperceptible
gradations . . . Eater in the Tertiary period the
fossils record the arrival of camels in Asia, on the one
hand, and in South America, on the other; and finally,
at a very late geological date, they completely disap-
peared from North America. Their passage from
North America to Asia was made possible by the ex-
istence of a land connexion where we now find the
shallow Bering Sea. This connexion was often made
and broken in past ages.”

At the period when man first appeared in Europe
many species of the giant mammals that had long
exercised undisputed sway over vast territories both
in the Old World and the New were eliminated from
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the realm of life. The causes that led to this

sale extermination of mammalian organisms n
undiscovered. Some fatal epidemic mayhave

the globe. Although the hunting activities

tive man may explain the extinction of the Il rogly
and mammoth, early human agency can dy
account for the widespread extermination °t '. reja
animal types in all parts of the world. 1'l; s
alone, elephants, horses, camels, wolves, leQlll "o+
tigers, with a multitude of other animals " el“dllrids
tinently swept away. This tragedy of the n* ™M$
ended the career of the North American
although they have survived in Central Asia an

America. - Urei
It is utterly incredible that hii-hly contisg#’
mammals arose independently in separate tli

Asia and America were united at the point "1 e ik
Bering Sea and Strait now exist. Here also, Qe
fossil remains testify, mammals wandered, L i* *re
continent to another. Many American mat =\
obviously the modified descendants of OUIve '
ancestors. Some settled in America in age5 Y
mote. Others are of such recent arrival
vary little from their Asiatic forerunners ils £r
instance the continental distrilmation of annlia™ j jn
its explanation in terms of Modified descent
these alone. opt
Island life also presents its cogent evidences 4ip
ganic evolution. Islands known as oceanic
suddenly from the sea. Continental outfierS
lands, on the contrary, date from a far distan*
These detached areas of a neighbouring land-"*'5 \
composed of the same rocks, and are usually sePa 3,
from their parent by shallow' Ilie lir
Isles, from a geological standpoint, are Q
origin, and their flora and fauna closely resem1 “p
of the adjacent European continent. Islands s* ji.f
Borneo and Java, which were severed at an e
time have become the dwelling place of speCH; cai*
peculiar in character than those of their pare”
tinentj Asia. . fai'
Volcanic islands are situated at great distance
continental lands, and usually emerge abrupt ..g
die ocean depths. Now, the plants and animals O ~pl
islands bear little resemblance to those of cO,It,ceii*
origin. Apart from animals such as rats and 11
troduced adventitiously by man when visit*""
islands on his voyages, oceanic isles possess "L * 15
malian resident save the bat. This winged  jie
may accompany vessels, but probably it is Y&y
qguently driven to remote islands during galeS ftfit
mals that perish in sea water are absent, as "rtj(3il
lake and river fish, molluscs and crustaceans- p'
birds find a haven in sea-girt isles when dflV pcl

storm or ocean current. Also, the flora are c°! jid
to those plants whose seeds are transported Uy”iy
or wave. Many of these barren islands are Pc , 7
congenial to higher animal existence. This I'” Uy
demonstrated by the completely successful c°

tion of domesticated animals such as swine, * Ip-
cattle and horses. Again, wild creatures such £,
bits will flourish like the green bay tree, il.'lézédi"l
all the facts confirm evolution and negative
creation. ufai*

Confirmation much stronger than that of Hah

of the theory that oceanic islands derive then Nl
and flora in the manner described above is ftifl uiS
by the happenings on an island during recent deJ t|p
Krakatua, an island of volcanic origin lying  fli
Sunda Straits between Sumatra and Java Vv'3 ,p-
theatre of a succession of titanic volcanic dist”’1h
without parallel within historical times, M _ ¢
volcanic eruptions devastated the greater par! “guq
island, and the little that remained was so el
whelmed by volcanic dust and ashes that
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Yetwaithin
ocean cur-

"N iRe of living matter suffered death.

h.onty yearS) this apparently forsa ,
furisshed with living things by the

()Tlh:@é Scott cites the testimony of the f,amOHﬁdDere
ectlka, so well known for his rese. hlvakatau a

~bryology of apes, who paid a visi tist tells us
thatyea{ﬁ;\c after he' calamity. This
]

cr the shade of a Casuarina, among coeoa-

fq tos and thickets as high as a man’s head, |
— niy astonishment, an activeY ,flies; even
MUcts, flies, bugs, beeties am peaceful

b half a yard in length animated I
wre. AU theSe plants and animals were

P |era i -, aml water from Java and Sumatra, re-
Vears” IC van’shed world in the course of a few
nWlctt Dar\yin made his memorable voyage on the
aeific e,pv's‘ted the Galapagos Islands in the far
>inm'it 'IC* rem°fe refuges were then in a state of

. A""- . He was thus enabled to study their
titottgi /aUna before the intervention of man had

detils f Us inevitable changes. Rising from the
fPH ~Ne ocean many hundreds of miles from the
cax Conet, fhese Isotafbd areas were fhe resi-

m V&Varlous plants and animals unlike any others
isla,t 'Vorld.  If divinely created, each of the fifteen
s "hicli comprise the group was populated with

y es specially fashioned for this purpose. The
Y lir<b are distinctly strange, but a close scrutiny
C * their relationship to species common to
dw 17aierica. Huge terrestrial tortoises were abun-
1Gsr'Vhitn the islands were first explored, each island
utd; ssjng hs own peculiar species. But like the
S) aa'bi rePtiles, despite their strange features, pre-
Cxaai J "'k to their prolonged isolation from conti-
en faC Wact, were all really related to South Ameri-
Pletely niS  Plainly, these immigrant animals, coin-
CGwiral el from communication with their earlier
s y, . ent were able to evolve the peculiar charac-
stdc  'Cl distinguished them from their ancestral
’Utb(g_;3 ~danisms that inhabit the Cape Verde Islands
tdls tj,Ir hung Atlantic, despite the many transforma-
\ith ti ey have undergone, still betray their affinity
tl° ~ora and fauna of Africa. On the other
biw’ - le Hawaiian Islands, situated at a remote dis-
cHss fro'n i)y large land surface, and whose history
tile Q11 a dim geological past have been the scene
Fogts development of avian and other animals of

‘atijb]" l;h certainty.  The relationship which in-
|Iq|]-g§ gxigts between the singularity of plants and
GEFgu ~ *ind the isolation and antiquity of their

Ce,is clearly explained by the doctrine of

*reechei" '''b remaining utterly enigmatical when ap-
' f'om the standpoint of special creation.

T. F. Palmer.

Stoicism.

hn.
iffteclt °nd illusions! and prolonged despair,

l'or at thought's gates—you can not enter there;
'bi( I found, like snowflakes melt away,
b,] "b'er beauty dreads the break of day.

UHil(i has sped with music all the way—
Utt .'/'w | shall hear wild asses bray;
hose If; . n°f claim to jig upon my brain
dlfg seductive-fleeting joy and pain.
"'n'tji‘hugs there are that none shall take away,
I'c ’ through me, life shall his passion stay
The 'J“-1* eve, the good deed freely' done.
IK'nt to life, the race that’s nobly run.
C-de-B.
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Philosophic Bankruptcy.

In the correspondence columns of the Freethinker
for July 12, there appeared a letter whose pathetic
appeal must have touched the hearts of many of its
readers. In it the author described in perfectly clear
language the somewhat hopeless state of mind which
he and, apparently, many of the younger generation
like him have reached as a result of the indeterminate
philosophies current at the present time. He begins
by expressing surprise at the tone of “unbounded en-
thusiasm ” evinced by the articles which he has read
in the Freethinker— “ a spirit entirely' new '’ to him.
He proceeds to explain his case, and ends as follows :
“ If Freethinkers who do not feel as we feel, can
nevertheless offer us no help, then indeed our future
will in no sense be an enviable one.”

Such an appeal is bound to call forth a large num-
ber of replies, both helpful and critical. And one
can have no doubt that from this fund of common-
sense the writer of the letter will be able to extract
enough mental cash to wipe out the philosophic bank-
ruptcy from which he seems to be suffering. One
can be equally sure that there will also be more than
enough left over to enable him to build a stable edifice
of cheerfulness and enthusiasm in which to exercise
his capacities as long as he lives. But the subject is
one which cannot be easily dealt with in the space of
an ordinary letter, and it seems worth while to at-
tempt a wider treatment.

To begin with, the author and his friends will prob-
ably agree that no argument, no religion, no philo-
sophy, is going to be of avail to the abnormal or un-
healthy mind. A person suffering from melancholia
or paranoia is not to be cured by reading the Bible,
Plato or the Freethinker. But since the letter in
question shows every sign of being the product of a
rational and healthy mind, | am freed from anxiety
in that direction and my arguments will, therefore, be
addressed as to One capable of facing facts with
balanced judgment.

What are these facts? | take them from the letter
itself. First of all a concern for the distant future
and the influence which our actions may or may not
have upon it.

Does it really matter to us very much if, millions of
years hence, man loses his relative position in the
animal world and some descendants of the earthworm
or the cholera germ evolve into the “ lords of crea-
tion 7 ? Does it really matter if the earth becomes
lifeless like the moon and the universe becomes a
tepid slush ? Neither you nor | will know anything
about it. And if we are honest with ourselves, neither
you, nor |, nor the Christian (with his “ everlasting
life ) care two hoots about it. Why pretend that we
do? You and | will be dead, and the Christian im-
agines that he will be twanging a harp in some en-
tirely different and fantastic surroundings. As long
as we are bodily and mentally satisfied now, the ulti-
mate or penultimate state of the Universe can go
hang. Do you seriously maintain that you enjoy a
good film or a sunshiny day the less now, because in
1936 you may (or may not) perhaps be suffering from
a raging toothache or be the victim of an accident ?
Of course you don’'t. It's the here and now that
matters first and foremost.

“ There are few painters or musicians,” writes the
author, “ who would be willing to spend months of
toil on a work, if they knew that a few days after its
completion, it would he destroyed.” Quite so. If
they knew. But they don't know. And if they did
possess the power of foreknowledge to that extent,
would they be such idiots as to spend these months in
toil? Of course not. They would set up shop as
prophets.
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Neither Jeans, nor Milliken, nor Cohen, nor any-
one knows what is going to happen millions, nor yet
thousands or even hundreds, of years hence— though
most of them adore the guessing game. None of them,
in fact, knows for certain wliat is going to happen
next minute. So why be depressed by statements
which are at best pure theory, and at worst pure
guesswork ?

But | suspect that there is something more at the
bottom of this deep concern for the distant future
than appears on the surface. May it not be due to a
false estimate of our own values ? Is it not really the
importance of our own little selves that bothers us?
We smile at the chagrin of our forefathers when they
learnt that the earth was not the centre of the Uni-
verse. Even to-day the suggestion that we may be
descended from the same stock as the apes arouses
heated repudiation from certain folk. Is it not pos-
sible that a trace of this, or a very similar, conceit is
still prevalent among us? Frankly, does it not
amount to this : “ What is the use of living if my
precious little self and all my precious little activities
are not to be of some permanent use?”

But why this concern for permanence? You can-
not deny that you and your actions are of some use in
the present and, as far as one can judge, in that in-
determinate period known as “ the immediate future.”
If you do deny this, then why eat or drink—why
bother to move? If, on the other hand, you confess
that it is better to eat, drink and live, than to commit
suicide, you at once grant that you and your actions
are of some use. And if they are of some use now
and in the immediate future—a use, the value of
which you can appreciate without any deep philo-
sophy—why hanker for a “ permanent ” use which
you will never be able to appreciate, and whose value
is bound to be utterly problematical ? If you were
shipwrecked on a desert island, would you spend
your time in contemplating the ultimate evolution of
the Cosmos? If not, why not?

No one who is sane ever regulates his actions with
no concern for their present uses. And, limited as
the effect of these actions may appear to be in some
cases, the value of them (to the persons concerned) is
invariably greater in proportion to the nearness in
time and space of their effects. As | said before, it is
the here and now that matters, not the somewhere and
sometime.

| strive to propagate ideas about eugenics (amongst
other things) not for the sake of remote generations,
in whose welfare I am not at all interested, but be-
cause | believe that the inculcation of such ideas in
the present generations will result in a saner outlook
on life for everybody. And this sanity will be of im-
mediate benefit to myself and others with whom | am
in contact. So much is this the case with me, per-
sonally, that | am apt to suspect the motives of those
who profess to regulate their actions solely with a
view to the attainment of some end which they will
never know, or which they think they will only know
when they are dead. | have no use for Utopias, and
I do not trust the out-and-out Utopian.

To this the objection is raised that such views are
“ too ego-centric,” and that one requires “ something
bigger and wider ” than one’s own happiness to hang
on to. But do not let us hoax ourselves. If there is
anything bigger and wider than our own happiness
in the first place; a happiness which, in the second
place, depends almost entirely upon the conditions
which surround us; which, in the third place, depends
upon others with whom we come in contact; whose
happiness, in the fourth place, depends partly upon
us and partly upon a wider circle beyond them; and
so on ad infinUunu*~ii there is anything bigger and
wider than that, | would be glad to bear of it.
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Like a stone thrown into a pond, causing -(I:-
of ever-widening ripples which, when they
another object, are reflected back in greater o ™
degree to the point from whence they came, s° f.
effect of every one of our actions. How then,¢an, o
sonal happiness, regarded as a centre from w.
piness may spread to others, be condemn'g‘d LN
small or narrow aim? One cannot begin *°
. - - circum fefjj
ever-widening and ever-changing inungd!
There are too many people, even in our %
surroundings, for any single person to be a ~
judge how best to please them all. But we calli™e O
from the centre, ourselves. And by the begtasfj\re(f
reason and judgment we can attain to a ine“jof flie
happiness which will be a source of p°"er ™ re
betterment of life; and this will, in its tuin,
flegted back to us. . . _} effect &
0 not let us be misled by the emotiona ad
words. “ Ego-centric ” may sound unpleasant - .
“ altroisdé * may sound §eod. But in fact tnellgp
no difference between the motives which t
actions of both egotists and altruists. The ( “pch
does not lie in the motive, but in the e”eChjiere 5
these actions are seen to have on others. T.appi
nothing shameful or small in seeking persona
ness—it is what everyone does, thodgR seme ™ "
are not frank enough to admit it. Altruism jS
more meritorious than egotism; but like holies ~
often the best policy, and for this reason alone
acquired a sanctity out of all proportion to i
value. ore”
Lastly, the author appears to fear the “ sPe ,, 1
of old age. | don’t know how old he fs; BU W A
was ten years of age | thought thirty was MHB™ [x
Yet strange te-say when + reached. that.age | yOuth
shed bitter tears at the thought of my vanish™ - cit
At thirty | regarded fifty as old. Yet at my i|jjeed
age the “ spectre.” has come no nearer, and, 't
1 have quite iFos’( interest in the Feﬂeow. B % o
reach the age of seventy, | don’t suppose 1 sha 5
give him a passing thought. Like most boge)s| d-
“ spectre ” retreats further into the shadows ~it
vance upon it. And | have little doubt that "
is my turn to die, the “ spectre ” of old age WL ™ fl
vanished as completely as the “ spectre ” of dea .jcs

0

me, or that should trouble anyone; it is, rath ' =
possibility of want and suffering. And agaist -
| enjoy doing battle, by living healthily an
dently in the present. 13a1
In any case | do not make a bogey of some Q0
know nothing about personally. Time enougll .jjy.
so if and when the “ spectre” becomes a o
Surely the same applies to everyone. Or dope -
us still labour under that religion-bred habit ~ fllir
lieving in the reality of and fearing creations  fjt
imaginations? There was a time when | s'u< yo"
with horror at the  spectre  of Atheism- e
that I am an Atheist | can’t find the beggar a,1\"j,eii
Do | think with regret of the glorious (?) Pa™ " it

walked hand in hand (metaphorically speaking' iti?
that spectre * God ” ? Ask me and see \'hjl
answer will be'!

C. S. FkaS¥k'

Being persuaded of nothing more than, tI'l.’ il
whether it be a matter of speculation or of p®- ’
untruth can possibly avail the patron and defendQi™]!)'
and that things most truly are likewise most beb®
spoken,— Hooker.

o it
The nobler sort of man is dignified but not P*®iidx
inferior man is proud but not
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Unspeakable Richness of
Christian Impudence.

L@-H%&".‘f.\.}’.._and more often than more seldom
Nhe exhibitions of Christian impudence and arro-
stilfha" lich testify to tlie liolcl that the Churches
ather(Ve Upon t'10se placed in positions of secular
o a niy,v No matter what kind of secular function
, apublic kind takes place Church leaders must
thori U free seats. Let a new tax be proposed and
clurches are at once out lobbying and touting for
tinof p”'. L8t & rePi‘t arrive about the persecu-
tion Egesr‘sfiarls in some forgign lang; and at once_a
Interferelic P Ir°ra the Churches for Governmental
Persons6 3nd Primitive reprisals. The persecution

¢hristiz, S <~ are not Christians leaves our home
efroter.  iNdifferent and cold. But for brazen
die Of y' co?' audacity and false claims, the appear-
dout j]'>rominent Churchmen on Peace Platforms is
Utldon 'e a”so'ute limit. Lord Cecil’'s meeting in
lient fpn 3™ a*most broken up because of the resent-
cor. so many towards the prominence of
' hired officers of the black army as “ supports
'I‘rriI%_elaordship. After the evidence we have had
"Ier, : to us of the fact that, in the Great War, the
lig «"ere tle most efficient feeders of the blood-
& U ’'s not surprising that their impudent self-
j IMeness at Peace gatherings is bitterly resented.

\ay?Udence and audacity will carry some people
lran ar' Loes the best man always win? |ake am
b ! business; and you will find that the keen
C 'V vith average brains will beat the man with
Fort blaiiis who is not an assertive hustler. Take
‘hat ‘iieen Rolf ft is not necessarily the finest players
sngtiv ™ In t'le Lnal of the championship. The in-
"gjoritv Player 'v'i°® 'ms nerves of steel will in the
NS °* instances get in front of the player who
) his J101? about the game, but who is handicapped
% ~\"sitiveness. In the game of life, in almost
(°es toieSartment, t'le ru'e holds good that victory
loch le Inan with the hard face and the brass

N ime
lembrsthf] .Is a ~uth, the significance of which the
appr® .t'le Christian Churches have not been slow
e ~ 7¢'ate. Take up any Christian journal and
I'k e assUinptions that are made therein based on

:I' otheramental not'on 'bat theology is the king of

'‘Lira  sciences.  These assumptions include the
?{T‘ﬁo?ftv“ ordained ” clergymen to a position of
eHyp . over the rest of their fellow beings—the

y N Tliat they have been set apart by God to
, a,u’ teachers of the rest of mankind. To the

[ a er the claim is absurd and ludicrous; be-
| It of j, 11\VO'ves favouritism and partiality on the
\i>a ‘e_supt:emetlmlerm the wniverge-by constitut-
A)emati3  Secti°n of men repositories of a special
> t tonra> revelation. The Protestant Churches
tCH butmake light of the apostolical order of succes-
cf r°wi NMCy an eflua"y efficient substitute in
J 'lands’ Systems of ordination, induction, laying on
"lally anc' so forth. Every Protestant clergyman
.X iJ Mih the Catholic maintains that he holds his
v'I Atllion to dictate how his fellow beings shall live
jTertp'~' t themselves from an all powerful unerring
"1 ",a' source. The very basis of Freethought
"h,, Vdote and strenuous denial of the validity of

L u msS- .
1"li ,wp.Crable examples can be cited of the eagerness
O-'Icfi clergymen slobber over prominent mem-
'istj, 'I'ber professions, who show friendliness to
Qi “uty. or who though sceptics have not the
to disclose their real opinions about
"nity; but who (having been nurtured and
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trained in an atmosphere of religiosity, for tlie sake
of personal peace, ease and comfort, and security
and success in business let it ba taken for granted
that they are Christians. To do otherwise—to re-
sist—to prove rebellious intellectually—would mean
the breaking of congenial ties and probably material
loss. Laymen of that kind who have “ succeeded ”
in their professions and businesses and enjoy all the
material comforts the world can supply are disposed
to prefer the calm of inertia to the storm of conflict.
They do not however realize that this calm is often
merely intellectual and moral, and probably also
physical stagnation. Who wants to start a heated
argument about miracles for instance after the miracle
of a perfect dinner? It would spoil the coffee,
liqueurs and cigars !

These round-bellied bourgeois believers are amused
at us hot-headed fellows to whom cassocks are red
rags ! After all, these parson fellows represent you
know an old established institution, which stands—
you know—in a sense as a bulwark of national security
—teaching people to restrain themselves and be con-
tented with their respective lots to which the Almighty
—you know—has been pleased to call them. By
gad, sir, the Church has more than once helped to
protect us against revolution !

If the plutocratic magnates of Britain, her meek
scientists, and her proletarian geese all give such
testimonials to the Christian Church is it so very sur-
prising that the leaders of Christianity carry their
heads high ?

lgnotos.

Acid Drops.

As was to be expected the attempt to bring theatres
within the limits of permitted Sunday performances was
rejected by those considering of the new Sunday- Perform-
ances Bill. The Attorney General suggested that the pro-
posals might be made the subject of a Bill which con-
fined theatrical entertainments to London, and hinted
that such a Bill would be passed. There were the usual
humbugging speeches delivered in which everything but
the real reason for opposition to a free Sunday was put
forward. Indeed, the only honest speech in opposition
was given by Lord Eustace Percy, who said quite plainly
that he saw no reason for interfering with the way in
which people saw fit to spend Sunday, save the command
given in revealed religion. That was honest even though
stupid. So we shall continue to go on for some time per-
mitting one section of the community dictating to an-
other section what it shall not do on Sunday for no other
reason than they do not like to see them spending their
Sunday in a non-religious manner. But we still sing
“ Britons never shall be slaves.”

This is how it is done. And it is done by Mr.
J. W. N. Sullivan in the course of an introduction to
a book just issued. First of all, with regard to the
“ new science ” you are properly warned that it is not
built for reaching conclusions on it until it is thoroughly
understood. Then it is pointed out that the principle of
Indeterminacy would make it appear that the behaviour
of the electron cannot “ by our methods of measurement
be strictly determined.” That leads up to the grand con-
clusion that “ it may be concluded that something like
free-will lies at the basis of natural phenomena.” And
that is how the rabbit is brought out of the hat in full
view of a delighted (clerical and Christian) audience.

Now let us see how this particular rabbit got into the
hat from which it is so triumphantly withdrawn. First
we must not be too certain about scientific speculations.
That helps to -prevent mu getting too dependent upon
science. Then as we cannot foretell jhp movements of
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the electron, by our present “ methods of measurement,”
we must—not create other methods of measurement,
which would seem to be the logical conclusion—but
must conclude that no measurement is possible. And
as we cannot measure the movements of the electron,
and so bring it within the circle of known determined
things, we must—not wait for more knowledge, but
conclude that “ freewill is at the bottom of it all.” So on
a basis of pure ignorance we somehow reach a positive
conclusion that takes the rank of knowledge. And that
is how the rabbit gets into the hat. As clear a piece
of mental thimble-rigging as one could desire. And
Mr. Sullivan stands high with the British press. What a
thing it is to stand well with the British press. It
gives a guarantee for the safe exercise of absurdity, and
converts any writer of popular nonsense into a philo-
sopher.

It is somewhat difficult to know the reason contained
in the following extract from the Times leading article
July n :—

It will be a profound misfo.tune if this quarrel is
allowed to colour Catholicism with anti-Fascism, or to
galvanize into fresh activity the anti-clericalism that is
always latent in Fascism.

Does the Times suggest that Roman Catholic policy and
teaching should exist unchallenged ? There is not the
least doubt about Catholic intentions with regard to the
education of youth, and any Freethinker would be as
much in disagreement with the inoculation of the young
with the germ of Fascism as that of Catholicism. The
struggle for youth between factions is sufficient proof of
the disreputable position of all religions that choose this
period in the life of an individual for the inculcation of
dogma. It is a condemnation of methods that dare not
risk a test at maturity.

The following letter from the Rev. Silas K. Hocking,
the novelist, appeared in a daily paper and a religious
weekly :(—

Since writing my previous letter on the opening of
cinemas on Sunday, | have received much criticism, and
no small measure of abuse from good and well-meaning
people. The main points of their contention are that
people should not work seven days a week, and that no
man who had conscientious scruples should be asked to
work on Sunday.

These points | understand have now been conceded by
the cinema and theatre employers and the London Trades
Council, who have agreed to support an amendment to
the Sunday Performances (Regulation) Bill, which en-
sures a six-day week for all employees, and protection
for those who have conscientious objections to Sunday
labour. This being so, it seems to me that all reason-
able objections to the opening of cinemas- on Sunday
have been met.

The objections that remain are based on a religious
taboo, on bigotry' and narrow-mindedness, and on cant
and humbug. As these objections are voiced by only a
minority of the citizens of the country whose own way of
spending Sunday is in no manner interfered with, such
objections and objectors should be ignored.

In connexion with Divorce Reform, the following re-
marks are made by a reader of a daily' paper :—

Many women are compelled to live a solitary life,
owing to an absconding husband, and have no chance
of divorce. Is it not time the present laws were altered
so that women who made a mistake in their young days
might have a chance of re-marriage ?

This letter is signed by “ A Victim.” Her pathetic cry'
will make no impression on the spiritually deafened ears
of our clergy and the pious, who are responsible for the
main opposition to Divorce Reform.

Speaking about the new housing areas around Bir-
mingham, the Rev. A. J. Perry, a Methodist, says that
the difficulty of catering for the religious needs of these
new communities is tremendous, but “ it has been tackled
in a thoroughly enterprising and business-like manner.”
We don’t doubt'it. Dealing in an “ other world ” com-
modity in no wise unfits Methodist parsons for looking
after the interests of their profession in a thoroughly
enterprising and business-like manner. One can almost

26, *Br
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admire the astute way in which they get Metho -
to part up with their hard-earned cash—for the

of clergy'.

In many countries, says a pious Wee:k]ry, clcrﬁy"qﬁnﬁ
many churches and denominations are ja@
stand against war of any kind. This move is r a ffeweii
belated to give religion a lift up. The joke is, Mg
that the same God who, for centuries, has bee d)@uc

victories to nations at war is now being asked Ljn
a victory for Peace. As he has been so very
the past, these pacifist clergyunen should have oA
for doubting whether he will attend to this ra IC
request of theirs.
H *
According to the Archbishop of York : " e ?ul"gm

our generation is to be found in the possibility q
endlessly amused by things that tickle the sI™ Jj[c."
the mind but contribute nothing to the wealth ratl'd
This knock at the people’s amusements savoi * /¢
of the pot reproaching the kettle for being '>a"QuiinC
Archbishop’s own churches specialize in Pal r)titive
amusement stuff which merely tickles people’s vent sic
emotions and contributes nothing to the intelhfi
of life.
-— [p)][5:23)

Following the moan of religious bodies that th " jv
are indifferent to the advantages of salvation, t'IC ™ fiie
trar-General, Mr. S. P. Vivian, has told a repori™”ri
News-Chronicle that people, in their census i’o
have & greater—respect for'the truth. Students Oy "€
logy will take note of this and turn a deaf ciir
prospect of the awful consequences of unbelief-

Some newspapers are printing under big ar‘qy ol
rather depressing view by the Primate. Inciden efee™

notes that when such men as he make a proi’®’ iv
they hffect to spedk Pt the whole poptlatish ™ -Gk
pudence of it! And toe authoritarian air of e

Elpus ! Mr. Cosmos Dang is dissatisfied with the ¢\
of this old country. We are “ going soft- e3ft

this complacent prelate should be a good judgc jgjiig
ness. The vast numbers who acquiesce in the - M
episcopalian system must be pretty soft. Bang 1 0
list of Bishops with a salary of £15,000 and a
palaces. A soft job! His criticism should stir  ppd
manhood left in his adherents. By jove, it IS ‘j5t[t
tribute to the great organization of which Ba"r
head and to the Christian teaching of 2,000 years ¢

In a silly review of two theological works
Spectator, the sanctimonious reviewer (“ Evcly" ~Ikx
hill ) has sure “ spilled a bib-ful.” She profes?e”~;il'
relieved to know that we have escaped from the * 1°
istie and humanitarian morass ” of the end of t*1 Ajtb
teenth century. This reviewer is like other Pcd,]Jo\V'IC
the mentality of the ostrich. If she and her fe ~
ligionists are satisfied with that sort of reflcctiO™ (il
cannot see that the numbers of those who prefer * jin
istic and humanitarian agencies to supernatural* N\nJ
growing daily they are surely blind leaders of tbe
Morass forsooth!

_____ Ay A

The Spectator itself assumes a pose of mothf’ X‘t “i
sloppy concern about social and political matters- e
serts a short essay by a child of twelve on the 0]

God "—on which subject it has been running 3‘ j .1
articles by religionists of various types—mefl *
accidental. It is not a badly written little csSilg Meii "
dozen as good could be supplied by the chi< il
Atheists of the same age. The little writer is ' h
oculatcd with the essentials of the * old, old stoO)frv
the way, will the Spectator have the courage_°Arjtc®
its net wider and engage the pens of some capable”™ ™:
who do not believe in supernaturalism to prese %
ideas of God. | suppose we may have to walt a ¢ %
able time before its pages are enriched by 31

from an avowed Freethinker.

In Glasgow fifteen arrests were made as the » A
a fight between Orangemen and Catholics. l.,et h

: love continue,
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To CORRESPONDENTS.

~one of our

C. Musgrwu —We should he very
,ou could get

U(Tmt, ck tlie opportyunity-
Mlers ooud |n orm us B{l)OW at " nieans N

o touch with the Grand Orient of Tran wiU
F Smeduy—it was easy to miss one in a crow -

e We have written on the subject.
C C Crmse—Next week. ext issue.

~s  "'thanks, hut will have to wait

ways welcome, and a real help-

a . ® fnr as the restriction is concerned it would
c’rtiuued’ *° niceti»gs held indoors. Glad to hear of the

o{.your meetings. Thanks for good
ich we reciprocate to you both.

‘reup

reum rf?2'nker “ is supplied to the trade on sale or
tePort*j 1y difficulty in securing copies should be at once
TheSect tNB °3ce

Street \"r '~ccicty, lelted office is at & Farringdon
Te Nt. ndon' E.C.4.

Street “r>d Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon
Wen jh d°n' E C4-

"cxion* rtErvices °l i,ie National Secular Society in con-

nUnicaii' Il ~ec,dar Burial Services are required, all com-
il. tg should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.
Lt «e«. giving as long notice as possible.

Wires!?!) Pte of the " Freethinker ” should be
Tren”  to ”M Parringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

H inder ” will be forwarded direct from the pub-
OxydY'>e e following rates (Home and Abroad):—
ledr hodf year, 7/6; three months, jft).

'"™ces must reach 6r Farringdon Street, London,
~sertedy tle first post on Tuesday, or they will not be
Hrl
i ¥ a,d Postal Orders should be made payable to
"I ke 11OREEF Press™ anmdl crossed = Midland Bank, Ltd.,
X Branch.”
crature shourd e sent to YAw Business Manager
Oneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
»« Bditor.

6>rnar,Z sc''d us newspapers would enhance the favour
*ftentio' >g the passages to which they wish us to call

an

Sugar Plums.

r,tin \i. .

Itsije wjnesday and Thursday, July 29 and 30, the
Jrin 1 the N.S.S., Mr. C. Cohen will lecture in the
V i v-,Town Hall, and Market Place. The Presi-
vth Q being the outcome of the recent interference
'hi,,”” meetings in the Durham Market Place, is
I Un le a,'ticipated effect, and from reports received
N beeiStand saints from the surrounding districts
e N :CPected. The meetings begin at 7.30 p.m. Mr.
r; inf' 10P'nR to meet those friends in the district who
\ht Lrest(?d in organization. A business meeting

¢ nrranged before he leaves the district.

cUeiny Of tfie Christian religion induced the
publish five articles by four leaders of

1 fiiy fQ. ort>is of Christian belief and one Jewish Rabbi.
@&is (U the most complete indictment of modern re-
MIply sletality | have seen for some time. They are
ge It,’"f "'orth dealing with save on the principle
I""(<ii'adU”Nle Spartans exhibit a drunken slave to their
V 1fo0 (>ne w°uhl have thought they would have
v fin? S$*"Pid for the readers of the Mail or even of the
\rl,0st. Mr. Cohen will deal with them next

L, He' would have dealt with them in this issue, but
riifiiri™  take the subject of this week’s “ Views and

°ns " first.

\% “ LUl African Freethinkers please note. A reader
IsHt® J eelfiinker, and member of the N.S.S., on a
"s country, is keen on the formation of a Free-
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thought Society in .South Africa. He is willing to under-
take the preliminary work, and asks Freethinkers in the
Cape area interested in the project to communicate with
Mr. J. Forrer, P.O. Firgrove, Cape Province, South
Africa.

I Mr. G. Whitehead reports very enthusiastic meetings
at Neweastle-on-Tyue. The spectacle of a crowd waiting
for the meeting to begin each evening is not only in-
spiring to the speaker and Branch officials concerned,
but also creates the very atmosphere for success.

Under the arrangements made with the Executive of
the N.S.S. Mr. G. Whitehead will visit the following
places on the dates named. July 26 until August 21,
Scotland, Commencing at Perth. August 23 until 28, Bol-
ton.  August 30 until September n, Manchester and
District. .September 13 until 18, Birmingham. Septem-
ber 19 until 25, Plymouth. September 27 until October
2, Fulham and District.

We are asked to announce that a meeting of the new
Birkenhead Branch of the N.S.S. will be held on July
26, at the Baker’s Hall, 36 Claughton Road, Birkenhead.
The meeting place is just opposite the Queen’s Cinema
and the meeting will commence at 8 o’clock. We hear ex-
cellent accounts of the enthusiasm the Branch is show-
ing, and as it is working in conjunction with the Liver-
pool Branch, it should go ahead. We hope that Free-
thinkers in the district will give every help they can.

A glance at the Lecture Notices column each week will
show work contemplated by Messrs. J. Clayton and J. T.
Brighton, and with few exceptions good meetings result,
and what is equally important, quantities of our litera-
ture are distributed off the beaten track. The Executive
of the N.S.S. is responsible for the work undertaken by
those speakers.

The question as to whether Madame Blavatsky is or
is not a charlatan cannot he answered by appealing either
to her friends or to her enemies. It can only be settled
by deciding whether Theosophy itself he true or not. Is
the Secret Doctrine true? If it is, then obviously
“ 11.P.B.” was not a charlatan. But may heaven save us
from going through that monumental work to prove
anything one way or other.

The centenary edition (which has just reached us) of
U.P.B., In Memory of Helena Petrovna Blavatsky by
some of her Pupils, is a reprint (with some additions) of
the 1891 edition published just after her death, and
naturally it is all entirely in her praise. Everything
she did was genuine including all the marvellous “ phen-
omena” associated with her and her Mahatmas or
Masters. She just couldn’t help doing them, and people
like “young” Hodgson of the Psychical Research
Society were simply idiots to believe anything what-
ever that she did, could possibly Ire fraudulent.

The only antidote to this kind of thing is a dispas-
sionate survey of the evidence given for the phenomena,
and that is exactly on a par with the evidence for most
of the phenomena of Spiritualism. For the rest there
can he no doubt that H.I'.B. was widely read in the
occult and had great powers of inspiring devotion and
love—and indeed, whether charlatan or not, was a re-
markable woman. The volume of Essays published by
the Blavatsky Association at 6s. 6d. will no doubt prove
welcome to all Theosophists and followers of a striking
personality.

Somehow or the other the article “ A Friendly Dia-
logue,” published in last week’s issue of the Freethinker
was ascribed to “ Tom Blake." This was a mistake.
The author was Mr. J. E. Addy. Our apologies are
otfered to Mr, Addy,
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Ancient Mysteries.

(Concluded from page 453.)

The last links of Egyptian mysteries were found in
the worship of Serapis aird in the writings ascribed
to Hermes Trismegistus. Serapis, in the Leyden
papyrus Osarapis, i.e., Osiris Apis, the sacrificial bull
Apis, the living emblem of Osiris, was introduced by
Ptolemy to assimilate the old Egyptian worship with
that of the Greek blades. 111 his head-dress of the
corn measure, Serapis preserves the old meaning, but
he takes more Christ-like characters. The Emperor
Hadrian, an enlightened man, yet one anxiously alert
for information on religion, who got initiated into all
extant mysteries, when in Egypt, about 134, wrote
that he found the worship of Christ and of Serapis
one and the same.7 Antonins Pius introduced the
worship of Serapis into Rome. His mysteries were
celebrated on the 6th of May'.

Pl. Weingarten, the writer of the articles “ Monas-
tery ” and “ Monasticism ” in Dr. Schaff's Religious
Encyclopaedia, says :—

In the Serapliis temples there lived, completely
secluded from the world, whole congregations of
monks. After giving away their property’ to the
poor, they retired to the temple, where they lived
upon the bread which their relatives brought to them.
The purpose of this renunciation was wholly ethical
—the purification of the soul ; and as the whole form
of the asceticism of the Serapis monks corresponded
peculiarly well with the sombre character of the
Egyptian worship of the dead and the graves, they
were much reverenced by the Egyptian people : in-
deed, like the bulls of Apis, they' were considered as
incarnations of the deity. No wonder, then, that
when Christianity became the popular religion of
Egypt, that peculiar form of Egyptian religious life,
but one in which a deep popular instinct had found
its adequate expression, silently guided into the
Christian Church.  Just as the Christian Stylite
saints of the fifth century were a mere imitation of
the Stylite saints of the .Syrian Astarte, so the
Christian monks of the fourth century were a simple
imitation of the Egyptian monks of Serapis.

The books of Hermes Trismegistus, as transcribed
for us by some of the Neo-Platonist school at Alex-
andria, continue the old Egyptian pantheistic doc-
trine in which Pythagoras, Plato, and other Greek
philosophers were instructed, who in turn reacted on
Egypt in the time of the Ptolemies. These writings
are among the last and most valuable monuments of
Paganism. They are the link between Egyptian
theology and Christianity. Hermes, the Egyptian
Thotlr (Thought), the measurer, was a generic name.
The invention of letters being ascribed to Hermes, he
became the god of wisdom, the Logos, interpreter,
and initiator into mysteries. In these writings he un-
folds the doctrine of a divine creator and of his son,
begotten before all worlds, a doctrine, says De Rouge,
in his Etude sur le Rituel Funéraire des Egyptiens,
which is to be found on the earliest monuments.
Similarities to the Gospel of St. John are numerous,
and have made some think the writings were pro-
duced or touched up by Christian hands. In Hermes
we read, for instance (Poemandres, i. 12) : “ But the
Father of all things, The Mind, being Life and Light,
begat a Man like to Himself, whom He loved as His
own child, for He was very beautiful, having the
image of His leather. For, in fact, moreover The
God.loved His own form [see Col. i. 13, R.V.], and
to this delivered over all his own creations.” 8 But,
as Mariette mentions, on a stele at Berlin, the sun is

t See Freethinker, May 5, »8%. ,
* P, i, J, P: Chamber»1translation.
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called the firstborn, the son of God, the Word, a
one of the walls of the temple of Pliilse, ana 0 ~
gate of the temple of Medinet Abou, are inSfVat
these words, “ He hath made all that is, and 'Vl |
him nothing that is hath been made,” words a fjjc
to the Logos by John fourteen centuries bd£|jc
proof that Hermes Trismegistus is anterior
gospel is clear.l0  Justin Martyr, the ~ist.°ISmo
authentic Christian Fathers, who himself mel!t!°lli)dir
evangelists by name, though acquainted wi n
story, says at the end of his exhortations
Greeks :(—

And if anyone supposes that lie had o]
doctrine concerning God from the most dlf fll o

those whom you name philosophers, let him <« jjs
Ammon and Hermes, to Ammon, who in

course concerning Gad.calls Him vgidly i
to Hermes, who says plainly and distinctly Cveli
is difficult to comprehend God, and impossi e jiim

for the man who can comprehend him to dec *
to others.11

This is taken from the Poemandres, which
cited in the first part of chapter six of Justin s s
Apology. In his first Apology, chapter t\/\ff@n—y 5
ustin says : “ When we say that the kogos;
the first “birth of God was %roduced wnhou%
union, and that Jesus Christ, our teacher, we> 1o
tied, and died and rose again, and ascende- 't
heaven, we propound nothing different fra™ «
you believe regarding those whom you esteem b »
Zeus,” etc. And he begun his list by ®elllN|.”
“ Hermes, the interpreting Word and teacher n
Lactantius too, in his Divine Institutes (bk. the
6, Of Divine Testimonies), cites, 11 Hermes,
Egyptians called Thoth.” He says (bk. iv. 9b
niegistus, who by some means searched into
truth, describes the excellency and majecty (6§
Logos.” But the most notable testimony >s *f'(‘)t.fm
Irenaeus, the first to mention the four gospel.
cites Hermes as Scripture, saying, " Well then
(he Scripture, saying, first of all things belie ~ad
the God is One, he having created the Univeme® &)
the rest.” The Poemandres or Shepherd of | £
was continued in the title of the Shepherd of b*e . jji
the most popular book in the Christian Chlr tlie
the second, third and fourth centuries, beto ~5
Christ story was completely carnalised. It ieit,
termed revelation, and inspired scripture by C j.goo®
Origen and others. The author claimede m V
the words of angels, from whom he received
valueless information on divine mysteries. n
Pastor of Hernias is indeed a poor Christiall ~5
on the lines of Hermes’ Poemandres, which _flirv o
additional proof how much of Christianity
Egyptian origin.

ado

o'
il

(Late) J. M. Wnf6l

In reading authors, when you find
Bright passages that strike your mind,
And which perhaps you may have reason
To think on, at another season.
Be not contented with the sight.
But take them down in black and white
Such a respect is wisely shown,
As makes another’s sense one’s own. PYTO"
W 1S

Science is the most important event in Euro;féea
tory since the fall of the Roman Empire. f(f.
Dr. Charles Si*»

- *
"See Dr. L. Menard, Etudc sur l'origine des Il*v
métiques, p. xliii.
0 lle ia calle great, great, grent, on the Rositi
Rc, 195,
5l la Rnnabius, Re, JHst: bk, v, ¢, 8

cice
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"Nas Jesus Like This P

Jv»* if it displeases both the Archbishop o££ at™ _
"ty and that devout Labour M. <1 e any Oi

2 a0 savdan i din BTt BesHiresyon
d'd the rest) told about Jesus.” On the J lately

wi nothing unbelievable in the sor Robert
.. °ut by the learned Jewish "J1°,'The Messi
1ida; |Lr|1 a\)/ery expens?ve E])ooh, enl je 8(5'
Jesils and John the Baptist (Methuen & ™ x do
Osetoput it down in short. And Rt me Qrescent
,?1swear a solemn oath in the name ° history of

1°°u>nud say | am certain Dr. ~ N nothing
9 iri]snp_he ue one. All | say is, 1 hnci
hisler, here begins the record, according to
Je
f~ ~ S ed toa wandering clan of Slebs, a sort
civi,hgfk’)\n"Ple who roamed between the desert and
Qaftgnien 1hey were quick-witted and free-spirited
7di >0Wning no lord, and paying no taxes, and
joss«<ng money-lenders and usurers. 'They did odd
tiem° carPentry and smith-work, and nx re
V. ers by magic powers or medicines. Their u
& often unconventional, and Jesus, who prided
e 8 deseent frem the desert-waRdefer, David,
‘IdygiRolRetien (Aer Rad the " Matthew .0*  ~
P&I,SCS ~ahab the harlot in his ancestry. Short,
I0persantdla*redi anc*wEth meeting eyebrows, he had
hnw,°nal uttraction except through liis pioneer and
; irit. He felt moved to appear as
%gySIfahsggh@Se\;(r)ﬁld draw the devouter typeprc))f Jews
1Nthe P°man rule, and into a religious commune
In H,}e,ldc»mss.

W]strata/reqr *9. Pontius Pilate, a fresh Roman ad-
gy ,, 0 Judaea, irritated the Jews by placing
bedi. ‘standards ” (ornamental stakes, to which

the T 'Oris °f the emperors’ heads were attached) in
gandeiaPle at Jerusalem. To the Jews, the hateful
Tlitp..,, secmed an insult to their God, Yaliweh.
"lI'cn tSf°Howed. A rebellious passion seethed even
fleh € I, mults were suppressed. For years past, the
vig, Juhanan— hairy-robed, hairy girdled, vegetarian
V j/ rhker—had baptized agitated crowds, glared
at smug priests, bourgeois scribes, and

kas § an(l foretold a burning-up of things rotten.
$untl'Vas bedless, homeless, moneyless; and he elo-
S blessed the hungry, the tearful, and the
g tjhle &ftended sympathy to beggars and prosti-
ﬁué gf? enthusiasm touched sufferers as if with a
fbeali,q  He sent out Twelve Apostles into

a«d (ities: he sent out Seventy Disciples with
St},~ i0°d health, laughter, heaven. As the

tlie, “ssed, the earlier pacifist sentiment, which

, -ulac The Kingdom of God is within you,”

Qﬁ rfS to impatience, to the rattle of swords. He

— «jft excited mobs, in lern-elem, meed “
, aRainst bankers .and traders m *

S a adly Tinted that, even if the»Temple were

Yahweh could raise up a finer and more
fit, Astrugthve of the eonverted heawt and fiery
ho Isi c°nfused camp was set up on Mount Olivet,
ofS a'i tliG c*ty>ancl J5° artisans and proletarians
u 'k 7c , buzzed with a serise of revotution. Some
u;ﬂl. /N 0fs seized the Tower of Siloam on the city-

. this point, Pilate put the heavy Reman
=Sl Roman engineers dug under
h'ls' ti,, J°'Ver>and it fell, burying eighteen rebels.
'ITand G Opposed Wonder-worker, had ridden an
,» (ive licl °n saluted with the shout : ” Osanna ” —
c%@dom 1” and then the power of the poor
psed.

>§ ‘-‘llﬁ',:!

cr atd swiftly tried, he was crucified with j That is the paralysis of all effort.
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broken-up in massacre and captures; and a gang of the
rebels were sent down to Antioch city, to suffer such
penalties of exile, etc., as the Roman legate in that
Syrian city judged fit. A record of the riots and
crucifixions was drawn up (as would be done in all
such cases) in a document, or “ Acta,” by Pontius
Pilate (year 21). A good while afterwards, the Bap-
tizer was imprisoned and beheaded (year 35); and, in
62, the brother of Jesus— James the Just— was stoned
to death because he put on a sacred breastplate, and
claimed the right, as High Priest, to officiate in the
Temple. The death of this Sleb, and a series of mob-
risings and riots brought history down to the fall of
Jerusalem in 70.

Such is Eisler’'s reconstructed story of Jesus the
Carpenter, given in my words, not his.

Suppose Jesus was like this, more or less. Is there
anything unbelievable in such a tale? In that sense,
I can believe in a historical Jesus. And then—that
age (I mean the first 200 years of the present era)
being what it was, with its millions of uneducated
slaves, peasants, artisans, seamen, and gipsies, and
its long-customary habits of legend-making—1 think
two things could very naturally happen :(—

X. People who were trained in the “ Mysteries ”
and festivals of Mithra, Isis, the Dea Syrea of Hiero-
polis, etc., would readily exalt the memory of such a
“ Lost Leader ” by dramatic pageantries of the Last
Supper, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension,
mingling his idealized memory with myths of many
Gods and Heroes.

2. Rumour, and folk-lore, and the oriental story-
telling habit, and the wit of poets would easily invent
a thousand legends of Jesus born of a Virgin, Jesus
the Healer, Jesus transfigured, Jesus walking on
water, Jesus feeding 5,000 people from a small basket
of food, and so on. Some of the stories would he
idiotic, some trivial, some comic, some tragic, some
long-winded, some curt, some dull, some interesting,
some very interesting, and some (such, in my opinion,
as the “ Luke ” gospel) of first-class merit as poetry
and dramatic narration. Look at the New Testament,
and the so-called Apocryphal Gospels and Acts (in
Dr. Montague R. James’s edition, for choice), and yon
will see all these types of legend spread out before
you. It was this theme that | tried to present to a
Conway Hall meeting of the N.S.S. in November,
11930, my lecture being entitled : “How the Second
Century Created Jesus.”

When these two processes have played their part,
what shall we say ? Shall we say we accept the His-
toricity of Jesus? Or shall we say Jesus was a Myth ?
It seems to me that the answer must be so complicated,
and so beset with explanatory foot-notes as to make
the questions hardly worth asking.

How does Eisler arrive at the tale about given ? He
examines various old books and manuscripts, mainly
those of Josephus; he says passages relating to the
Sleb rebel have been altered or added to; he affirms
that deliberate forgeries have been inserted; he in-
dustriously sorts oilt the items that appear believable;
and he pieces them all together into the record | have
summarized.

Eisler is not infallible; but neither is the New Testa-
ment. F. J. Goui.r>,

It is curious to observe how anyone who leaves tho
traditional highway in order to travel in his own propel
path always has more or less the sense of being an exile,
a condemned criminal, a fugitive from mankind.

Nietzsche.

Of nil the perils that beset my pathway, the dread of
becoming respectable has for me the greatest horror.
It (a the eclipse of (he

* followers, The Qljyet camp w&ft speedily j libera] raipd,~—Dr Alexander Irvine.
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The Wrecking of William Cowper.

The B.B.C. cannot suppress all their writers and
speakers; or it may be these cannot suppress themselves;
or, peradventure, the former must “ save their souls”
in the secular sense; or is it innocence on the part of
Sir John Reith that allows G.B.S. to hurl his St. Joan
talk against the religious camp—after which the whirl-
wind ! a puny protest from one poor little priest, and in-
dignation of that larger one, quite as ineffectual ? Still
the common sense of most is far from complete. | have
heard an Atheist defend the .Sunday evening Epilogue,
not as true, but as rounding off a perfect day—we would
say, from the sublime to ridiculous—from inspiring song
and music to tom-toms and savagery—to people of reall}7
cultured taste that is the effect—or let us say, two cul-
tures, modern and primitive, which the exquisite parson
and his following continue to mix so well.

In the Listener for June 17, 1931 there appears perhaps
unconsciously, a serious breach of parsonic Good Form :
Lord David Cecil writes a superb article on that gentle,
unhappy, much misunderstood genius William Cow-
per :(—

The life he liked to live was a quiet, country, family,
life, full of small pleasures, pets, and walks, and pic-
nics, and cosy tea drinkings and reading aloud, and
fireside talks . . . friendship and the beauty of nature—
his greatest friends were women ... as more delicate
and gentle than men . . . He lived among Squires and
Clergymen . . . Gentle, constant, modest, timid sort of
man . . . loving home and family, clinging to people
and places he was used to, shrinking alike from revolu-
tionary views or the whirl and rush of town life . . .
But his life was not all peace . . . Through the green
smiling garden of his everyday existence ran a black
rift . . .

That rift was Religion, early and inherited. Such a
man could only discard religion and be sane; retain it and
go mad—there was a long and intermittent struggle—in
the end “ the power of darkness won!” If any one
doubts the beauty of Cowper’s nature, or the felicity of
his language, let him read again the lines written under
his mother’s portrait, ending :—

Could those few pleasant hours again appear . . .
But no—what here we call our life is such,
So little to be lov’d, and thou so much,
That | should ill requite thee to constrain
Thy unbound spirit into bonds again.
Andrew WMliijar.

A Witch Hunt.

Probing into the remote past of the civilized nations, or
into the affairs of those races who have made but short
strides towards the attainment of knowledge, we find
that man in his pristine stage believed that evil spirits
surrounded him wherever he journeyed, and caused all
his misfortunes, tribulations, and woes. He fancied they
controlled and regulated the elements; also were they
culpable for earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and other
catastrophes which occasionally visited his portion of the
globe and left behind a trail of devastation, suffering,
and extreme terror.

Now, when upon the scene came a man a little more
intelligent, of a deeper imaginative nature, and probably
more cunning than his fellows, he became—perhaps
even by accident—highly interested in the evil spirits,
and eventually, having assured himself, he convinced
the tribe that he had been chosen as an intercessory.
This, of course, would entitle him to a position of promi-
nence which would include certain privileges together
with an amount of influence. We can quite imagine that
provided he gave satisfactory evidence of his ability to
propitiate the spirits he would have a fairly easy and
comfortable time. We can appreciate too his desire to
cling to the vocation, and if at all possible, further en-
trench himself by strengthening his hold.

One method lie conceived and adopted to achieve this
purpose became known as witch-Imnting. The early
procedure was roughly as follows : ITe by degrees in-
sinuated that a member or some members of the tribe (it
may be taken for granted that they were usually indi-

viduals he personally disliked), were Hagﬁent. a0
whom the evil spirits worked their HEHHPI~ ja
finally prevailed upon the chief to summon all ie™ ajtor
When this was done he reviewed the assembly, du
some preliminary antics warranted to inspire ffere

fear he indicated the culprit or culprits and 1
immediately put to death, in the fashion appro'ec
people. dar-
As the years elapsed the process became m ™ fiia
ate, and below is given a description of a Witc%b(])llJt jotty
took place in the equatorial region of Africa fran
years ago. For the details | have borrowed main
Dr. F. Puleston’s African Drums (pp. 169-179)- (o]
The drums were sounded in the manner PcCl)Gdj to

(e

such dread occasions and the whole tribe resp 7\jiig
the call, for not one dared to remain'absent. . ad
commanded silence the chief addressed the un-
explained the reason, which in the book previous ff|o

tioned was that a chief in a neighbouring V *y-it'0O®
had not been sick and had attended his dut'G”" Nj[e
suffering in any way during the morning ’&“.era”®
partaking of his evening meal, suddenly roller . T\Giitt
died. The cause of his death must have been “~cor(lini
or wizardry; there could be no other solution—e €iRIC
to the purview of these people—and, in order
he or she who under the influence of evil spirits
sorcery to Kkill the chief, the witch doctor had >
suited. _strie
As he watched the poor, miserable, pauu i
natives going through the agony of SUSpei'S“esic"
awaiting the arrival of the witch doctor D* .. j bl
thought : “ Everything in nature was beau'J 4ic
man ; he was the only horrible creation. A boa q,i1)
tor kills; a lion Kills; but they do not tortme®
man is a brute. He is the one creature in nati
deliberately tortures and ill-treats. He uses
to devise and perfect diabolical instruments
ment and most cruel methods of execution. Jo
Finally, from his hut leaped the witch doctor, Tt
find, has so improved his status that he is un*v r
the tribe and even to the chief himself. EIS
striped with grey clay; his face is covered
grotesquely painted to represent the African™ ep™
tion of the devil; from his wrists almost up to I"5 yJF
dangle brass bracelets which jingle as he uiO"cs
gether he makes quite a hideous picture. aif’r‘@
As he circles round the natives are drivep x4
sane with fear. At length, he drops on his h ~j5k
places his ear to the ground which, by the ie]]
manner of conversing with the tribal god, ir
case has largely superseded the evil spirits, °n  tGl
is held responsible for storms, floods, etc. Whc'l  fir
he glanced around then stepped in front of aJ.c*il
natives. “ Thou art the man and must surely ~ Kt
declared. The crowd made an instantaneous
the witch doctor held up liis hand and again ¢
the god. Three in all were picked for sacrifice*
rest now laughing and overjoyed at having to
seized them and rushed them unceremoniously
nearest baobab trees. L p
The mode of execution in this particular ¥ rf
Manyemma) was crucifixion. The victim was Im jptu
until his feet rested on a step cut in the
pieces of iron were driven through his feet nuf
Next his head was tied in position and his eve'
pinned to his eyebrows “ by means of a spin® ap=
and sharp, procured from the palm tree.” $oo "NipU

‘

oy

t>

comes an army of black ants, which are large, aylo
insects. In a very short space of time they have
into the mouth, eyes, and ears of the helpless nl'
have eaten their way into the holes made by t !

Thus does a poor innocent native meet his or
because of this abhorrent practice instituted and
by the witch doctors so that they may at least
their power if not increase it.

Let us by all means draw  veil over the )
scene; let us hope and trust that in the vc US thid, pi1
intervened such happenings if not entirely stamj
are very rare. But, 1ct us not forget that it is U™
years since witches were tortured and burned to
countries such a England, America, German.™ ~
France, which in the cultural sense are far ' a >
Africa; and let us remember that had it not
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o Frec,, d]s>but determined struggles by valiant bands

tion: «yi Is in these countries the Biblical injunc-

still Jlav !°u sbalt not suffer a witch to live,” would
e been enforced by the Christian Churches.

Tom Bi.ake.
Correspondence,
To the Editor of the F reethinker.’
.Sir_j TITHES.

the iss Wes gla<l to see the excellent article on tithe
dd witl Wi for 5- Naturally Mimnermus could not
Itram i @' "be points of tithe pretentions and history,
are two or three more,
1S than ”origimg”y ipposed by law for other pur-
[dlief of tijet IC suPPort of the clergy. These included
hils poor and maintenance of roads and bridges,
1e tithe has been enforced the burdens have
on other shoulders. . * _ssub-
.~mmon land enclosed by Act of rarlia!’, exempted,
tin t0 ""he as all other land not spec t the
S i prg@the common lie that tithe was given
Titile -, (“owners centuries ago.
Piifclij 1S lei,'g compulsorily redeemed at thirty years
fifteenv * while its market value would not exceed
b the ~he Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Xo douue?uious servant of the parsons to carry it out.
Jivays 3>J "’as selected to do so because parsons are
So keen on the loaves and fishes.

W. W. Kensett.

-TIII'OSOPHY AND COMMON SENSE,
bi%i]e%,.]. ‘bugh- outside the immediate influence of any

fader ofr S ¢ i"°ol of Thought,” and also as a regular
Ndttion ' Olr thoughtful paper, | find amidst my appre-
W&, §ne or two points here and there that grieve me
"ircj 3 Week, in articles which show research and
"Sifless  e"lightennient, we find a dallying with mean-
'‘Qal  Philosophies ” of completely ineffective profes-
free yi¥irs- Mr. Taylor wh
absi, 'r Sdf B'om such influi
dte ga OCsPest jor these writings, which remind one
j Uty | behoolmen, who could mask lack of reasoning
1ign undue obscurity reinforced by a technical
M, ' ,u*ulways the final appeal to specious authority
article ' coubt render a real service if he disengaged
on; e b(Gmthe jargon mentioned, and reviewed the
What_(Predluct in the light of clear reason
* 1+ «concerts me most is that in his recital of this
‘oikg]c b,t tawdry stuff, he makes no reference to the
]N w gArth,,r Eynch in this field. When | read his
- °l Psychology and its sequel Ethics, | find
glitti(ivp'ta "MQId quite removed from the scope of the
it G  temathiings of the Universities. His main idea
'r*nda Publishing definitely by rigorous reasoning the
?wvy aj, 'u»tal Processes of the Mind,” as he calls them
16 2 °"Ce the true note and buiitgs 10 view $E verik
M%Iy »j ¢ conception thinkers have been seeking
HWi. r' Taylor has not yet become acquainted with
. 1 dthough its value is accepted by continental
».tlmbk;ers but hitherto it has met with scant recog
g e J. Cecii. 1Uyi EY.
*K fca;
b u' 's entitled to his complimentary grumble, but
(Tiug "at Mr, Taylor is serving a useful purpose
"I g Rulers of the Freethinker acquainted with the
Uiodern speculative thought.—Ed.]

y/V . Db'REETHOUOUT AND LIFE, o
Jir j9t knmd the letter under the above heading i
Hisel| °f July 12 of great interest : to people lik
an active part in Freethouglit propa
finding therein a never-ceasing source
a,'d zest in life, the “ aimless Atheist” and
i6 I\wUi | rectbinker 7 (if 1 may be allowed the expres-
tljMitig * 'boost a source of wonder. We are constantly
¥ to le Vype, and naturally do our utmost to get
I.~ . thj'~icipate in the work of freeing men’s minds
«uj. I'*bles of superstition and illogical thinking,
~ by I,}’ we cO,ne up against the arguments sub-
S*al j ' Sezel. They willingly give up the idea of
a”al j 'Mortality, hut much less willingly the idea
"»lortality : in effect, they say, what is the
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use of working for a race that is doomed to extinction ?

Our reply, that, as the race is likely to carry on for
millions of years yet, there is plenty of time to spend on
the job of improving human conditions, does not give
them any consolation, and they seem to he annoyed with
the universe. It is not fair, they say, to have all the
trouble of making man mentally free and creating a
society as near perfection as possible, if at the end the
race is to be blotted out.

Unless the race is granted eternal life, as a compensa-
tion for the loss of personal immortality, the universe is

fraud, and it is not worth while being interested in
either the present or the future of humanity.

Coming from one who claims to be a Freethinker the
argument is interesting, it is reminiscent of the Christian
claim that personal immortality must be a fact because
so many people say they want it.

It seems to be of no avail to tell these people that Free-
thought is not a mere set of comforting platitudes, and
that its very acceptance, as an outlook on life, involves
something more than dilettantish Atheism.

Freetliinking surely demands high ideals of duty and
service. It claims the right to submit all problems to the
test of human reason, in the belief that only by that pro-
cedure can there be any hope of getting at the truth, but
once convinced of the truth of their ideas Freethinkers
are faced with the necessity of putting them within the
reach of everyone. It is a duty to truth, because uo man
is truly free in a society most of whose individual units
are fettered. But that course of conduct means propa-

anda, and that means conflict with the powers of author-
ity and tradition, and very soon the Freethinker dis-
covers that he is not fighting merely to make a more or
less perfect race in the distant and problematic future,
hut is engaged in a very real struggle against injustice
in the present generation, and that he himself is one of
the victims. That gives all the spur necessary to make
any man really a Freethinker an active participator in
the fight.

That our efforts will benefit the race in the future is
fairly certain, but we try to make them bear fruit now,
knowing full well that we as individuals will share the
improved conditions. The hope of reward is a tremen-
dous urge on all of us, the reward the Freethinker wants
is freedom for all humanity, his “ self ” is as wide as
humanity, and he realizes that before he can get his
reward of greater freedom the whole race must share in
the improved conditions. But the desire to enjoy that
greater liberty now is surely spur enough to send all
like Mr. Sezel into our ranks at once.

S. R. A. Ready.

WHAT IS FREE?

Sir,—Mr. Rees should not confuse issues by confusing
the various meanings of the words “ free ” and *“ free-
dom” (or “liberty”). Freedom of action only exists in
relative form in any civilized .State, and in that seuse it
is justifiable to assert that “ there is no such thing as a
Free State.” In a totally different sense, however, many
Irishmen would be justified in rebutting the assertion.
Freedom of thought also exists only in relative form if
one takes inherited proclivities into consideration. But
in its ordinary meaning a person exercises freedom of
thought only when he refuses to accept as final any
authority but bis own judgment. This, as Mr. Rees
rightly points out, is “ not the same as logical think-
ing” ; though without it logical thinking is impossible.
Also because one may be forced by physical compulsion
to act contrary to one’s own judgment, one does not
thereby forfeit the claim to be regarded as a Freethinker.

But no Roman Catholic can claim to think freely.
For in certain matters lie says : “ Whatever my own
views may be, | leave that to the Pope to decide for me,
and | accept liis ruling unconditionally even though it
be contrary to my own judgment.”

No one denies that Mr. Rees is frec to disagree with
the Pope on any matter he chooses. What they do deny,
however, is that Mr. Rees can do this and still call him-
self a Roman Catholic. A Freethinker, on the other

; hand, is not bound by his faith or any other self-imposed

j tie to accept the ruling (iu matters of thought) of anypr»
but himself. .So Mr. Rees is not yet quite such a ?Fee
thinker as he imagines himself to be—or else he is not @
true Roraian Catholic. C. S. Fraser.
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Society News.

ENTHUSIASM AT BIRKENHEAD.

Tin: newly-formed Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch of the
N.S.S. kicked oil with a flourish on Sunday evening
(July 12). Between forty and fifty persons were present
at the inaugural meeting at Beechcroft Settlement, Bir-
kenhead, and considerable enthusiasm was shown
throughout the proceedings. The marked success of the
meeting was in no small way due to the capable way in
which Mr. E. Egerton Stafford, the President of the
Liverpool (Merseyside) Branch, occupied the chair, and
to the ready and useful suggestions of the energetic secre-
tary of that Branch, Mr. S. R. A. Ready, and our thanks
are due to our Liverpool friends for their kind and prac-
tical help.

The officers elected were : President, Ronald H. S.
Standfast; Vice-President, Wm. J. Hughes; Secretary,
J. W. Porter, New Chester Road, New Ferry,
Cheshire; Committee, W. Davies, F. Eusor, J. H. Pin-
guej', 1). E. Pude, and C. Sharp. Eleven new members
were afterwards enrolled, and many more promises were
made to come along to the next meeting of the Branch,
which will be held on Sunday, July 26, at 8.0 p.m., prob-
ably at the Baker’s Hall, 36 Claugliton Road. The sub-
scription has been fixed at 6d. a month, and a collection
for initial expenses realized 9s. 4f<d.

If Birkenhead fulfils the promise it has shown and
maintains the enthusiasm already displayed, it will not
be long before we shall see the realization of Mr. Ready’s
hope of Merseyside leading the rest of the country in
the cause of Freethouglit.

The new Branch will shortly be busy planning its
winter programme, and the Secretary will be pleased to
hear from any speaker who will be willing to
come along and give us the pleasure of hearing his
lecture.—R.H.S.S.

ENLIGHTENING THE CITY OF BRADFORD.

The most successful fortnight’s propaganda that has
been held in Bradford for many years came to an end on
.Saturday, when Mr. George Whitehead’s summer visit to
that city concluded. Out of the whole fortnight, only
one meeting was washed out, and special visits were paid
to Dewsbury (where the cause is officially represented by
a handful of enthusiasts) and to Leeds, where the cause
has, as yet, no official representation.

There is no doubt about the impression that Mr.
Whitehead’s meetings have made. Last year, when he
paid two visits, there was considerable opjHisition, but it
would seem that the lectures given then, and the litera-
ture sold, have had their effect, as the past fortnight’s
meetings have been very well attended, and responsive
and sympathetic.

The interest created may be gauged from the fact that
groups from the crowds have stood on Bank .Street
until midnight, engaging in follon-111» arguments, after
every meeting. The heroism of the local clergy was
adequately illustrated during the meetings by the fact
that not once during the fortnight did they come for-
ward in response to Mr. Whitehead’'s invitation, to
reply, from the speaker’s platform, to what the speaker
had said.

To our appreciation of the able and courageous exposi-
tions of the Secular cause put by George Whitehead,
we must add a word of thanks to the local members who,
led by Mr. Tlios. W. Green, the local Secretary, have
given such splendid moral and practical support to the
speaker. George Whitehead must have made many
friends in Bradford—and lie can have lost none worth
keeping.—F.J.C.

ACADEMY CINEMA, Oxford Street,
(Opposite Waring & Gillows). Regent 4361
A Season op Unique Films
All next week the Famous Bohemian legend
“ THE STUDENT OF PRAGUE.”
with Conrad Veidt
and
“MEN OF THE WOODS,”

A Quaint Soviet Film.

Saturday and Sunday, July 25 and 26
The Russian Drama

“THE MARRIAGE OF THE BEAR."
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES- $tC

LONDON.
OUTDOOR. ifictor*
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S.—No Meetinje m .
Talk. Branch Outing. gl

Finsbury Park N.S5.S.—11.15, Mrs. E. Grout—* "igS
to Children.”

Fulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner 0Ol - AlgSs
Road, North End Road) : Wednesday, at 7-3°’ inil
Haskell and Aley; Saturday, at 7.30, Messrs. Bar i
Day. Freethinker on sale at both meetings. (mftle

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. R. H. Rosetti—A Lecture. Dog &

North London Branch N.S.S.—Every Tuesday *v* jjedb
8.0, Mr. L. Ebury will lecture outside Hantpsfea everidl
Station, L.M.S., South End Road. Every Thursday
at 8.0, M. L. Ebury will lecture at Arlitgten R°2

South London Branch N.S.S. Stonhouse Street, ,uly »
Road, Sunday, at 7.30, Mr. C. Tuson; Wednesday, b
at Rushcroft Road, near Brixton Town Hall, at
Ebury; Friday, July 31, at Liverpool Street,
Gate, at 8.0, Mr. L. Ebury.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park)j
B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and -« 3

~p - lift

6.30, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt, A. D. MclLare”. jjw
Le Maine and E. C. Saphin. Every "f. ewH
at 7.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and C. RI1? jnd
Thursday, at 7.0, Messrs. E. C. Saphj-1 jiclX]j
Darby; every Friday, at 7.30, Messrs. A. ' obtOI
and B. A. Le Maine. Current Freethinkers can ~ geJ"
opposite the Park Gates, on the corner of Edg
during and after the meetings. _ Con

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical *|,G
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. L. Id'1
ture.

INDOOR, A;djfl‘"ly

Ilichoate Debating Society (Winchester Hotel :A\ n
Road, Highgate, N.) : Wednesday, July 75
E. Grout—" The Services of the Church.”

COUNTRY.
OUTDOOR. e dp

Brighton Branch N.S.S.—Saturday, at 80 0 < ;,, >
Market, inside the Level, speakers Mr. Air-
Byrne. Sunday, at 3.30, the Level, speakers,
Lacey and Mr. Byrne.

Bolton—Mr. J. Clayton will lecture on the
steps on Sunday, July 26, at 3.0 and 7.0 P-m.

Horden (near Miners Hall). : Sunday, July &
Mr, J. T. Brighton—A Lecture.

Liverpool {Merseyside) -Branch N-.S.S- -Sunday
Outing to New Brighton. Meet for 2.30 boat *°

Food to be brought. sun”™'/

Liverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S.— n
Queen’s Drive (opposite Baths), Messrs. Jackson, ¢
Tissyman ; Monday, at Beaumont Street, Afessrs™s I"L}!

atl Wollen » Topsitlay, af Ediye Hitl Tamp. "h'G .3
and Sherwin; Wednesday, at Waste Ground ad]*-py,,
Swan Library, Messrs. Little and SReFt; 'Lhr prek’,
corner of High Park Street and Park Road,» Me®s# O,
and Tissyman. All at 7.30. Current Freethtnh”
at all meetings. at 9
Nelson (Chapel Street).—Wednesday, July 29.
J. Clayton—A Lecture. f pi
Sunderland (near Boilermakers Hall) : Sunday >
at 7.0, Mr. J. T. Brighton—A Lecture. ) clg’
T rawden.—Friday, July 30, at 7.45 Air. J
Lecture. .
W orsthorne.—Monday, July 27, at 7.30, Air- |
A Lecture.

INDOOR.

upy * p

Birkenhead (Wirral) Branch N.S.S.-Sunday. J%FF{!F
Ko p.l1l., Baker's Hall, 36 Claughton Road (ah'l0
Queen’s Cinema), not Beeehcroft Settlement g@l*LJ"" @
Business meeting to be followed bv members'oidallf)>e

Do We Need Atheism?’ Please note unav
of hall. .

Durham.—Durham Town Hall, Wednesday, J" ,, "
C. Cohen—“ Things Christians Ought to ~ 110"liiiifi' pa
mence at 7.30, admission free. Oll1 Thursday cv ps'

30, Mr. Cohen will address an open-air meeting 1 Y
ket Place, Durham, at 7.30. rade. ¢l
Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (Socialist Club. Ab,IScii

grim Street) : 3.0, Alembers meeting. Mr. R- A

lecture at Bigg Alarket at 7.0 p.m.
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Lecture notices -cont.

Lancashire Rationalist Association (28 Bridge
rlley) : Sunday,” August 9, A Ramble to Roughlee.

nit MMt mers al
'wb p,, Chester Branch of the N.S.S. specially invited. At

Q°und K*!TtleetinS will be held on Carr R°ad Recreation

unwanted children

lu a Civilized Community there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

illustrated D&crlptlve Llst @. é')e*) of Bwrth CoD
> Requiisite and Books, send s itfd- siamp to:

‘s *¢ HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berk.
(EilabliikeJ nearly Forty Yeart.)

IVAr, Civilization and the
! Churches

bY CHAPMAN COHEN

book that none should miss
| .

I ~iyrages. Paper 2s. Cloth 3s. j

( Postage— Paper 2d., Cloth 3d. 1
----- !

* Uonkrr Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

j Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD
— ON—

jsecular education

I “ePort of a speech delivered in support of
Secular Education.

jn (Issted by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

PRICE: |
ed per loo, postage 3d.; GOO, post free
3s. 3d. 1

tf
j History of the Conflict !

| between Religion and
Science

by Prof. J. W. DRAPER.

Thi
1S *s an unabridged edition of Draper's great
"V rc* of which the standard price is 7/6.

1 Cloth Bound. 396 Pages,
FRICB 3/-. POSTACI 4jid<

) ey —

I 1
¢, * Biomtsa Prkss, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4,

The Secular Society, Ltd.

Chairman— CHAPMAN COHEN.

Company Limited by Guarantee,

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon Street, Loudon, E.C.4.
Secretary: R. H. Rosetti.

This Society was formed in 189S to afford legal security to
the acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the
Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle that humcn
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in this
world is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro-
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu-
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State,
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any
person, and to employ the same for any of the purposes of
the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings.

The liability of members is limited to ¢1, in case the
Society should ever be wound up.

All who join the Society participate in the control of ij
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly
provided in the Articles of Association that no member, as
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, either
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year,
but are eligible for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit tlie Society are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in
their wills. The now historic decision of the House of Lord:,
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained from its
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes
It quite impossible to set aside such bequests.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—

I give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
the sum of £..... free from Legacy Duty, and | direct
that a receipt signed by two members of the Board of
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a
good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary
should be formally notified of such bequests, as wills some-
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, with full
particulars, will be sent on application to the Secretary,
Mr. R. H. Rosetti, & Farringdon Street, London, E-C.4.

I The Foundations of Religion m

CHAPMAN COHEN.

|  Paper e Ninepence
Postage id. f

J Tub Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, ECA4. ]
ir»ii=tnfen (i d~WU»n~ >~

ki
1
] Heathen’s Thoughts on Christianity
1 LV I
I UPASAKA |

I Price-ONE SHILLING. Postage—One Penny ]

| The Pioneer Press, 6l Farringdon Street, EC.4. ]
kd B5F Sxcoachi » >N
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RATIONALIST PRESS BOOK (I)

IS IT TRUE I

Is Christianity based on a supernatural revelation ?

Was Christ Virgin-born ?

Did He rise from the dead and ascend into Heaven ?

Did He Exist?

Has Christianity borrowed from the Krishna and
Buddha legends ?

Did the First Manfull ?

Why do men eat their gods ?

What is Darwinism ?

Can the Biblical account of Creation be reconciled
with the record of the rocks ?

Can Theism be proved ?

Can Man do as he wills, or does he as he must ?

Is Prayer capable of a psychological explanation ?

Is it true that the religious instinct is universal ?

Is the spread of Christianity a proof of its truth ?

Finally, Should the truth be told or should men be
left to their illusions ?

The above are some of the intensely interesting
and important questions asked, and answered, in

THE CHURCHES AND MODERN THOUGHT

By VIVIAN PIIELIPS
Art 000 coP‘cs this remarkable book have been solj
-l in its earlier editions. It is written in simple,

straightforward language, so as to be understood by all. It
should be read by ALL, for it concerns ALL.

320 pp., clothette bound, 1S. net, by post Is. 3d.

London : WATTS & CO., Johnson's Ct., Fleet St., E.C.4

SHAKESPEARE'

. and other ..

ILITERARY ESSAYS J

G. W. FOOTE

With Preface by Chapman Cohen

(Issued by the Secular Society, Lid.)

PricO 3s. 6d. Postage 3d.
The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

OPINIONS

Random Reflections and Wayside Sayings
BY

CHAPMAN COHEN
(With Portrait of Author)

Cloth G ilt ., 3s. 6d
Superior Edition bound in Full Calf 5s. Od
Postage 3d.

Mr. Cohen’s Witiest and Wisest Work.

The Pioneer Press, 6l Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

Printed and Published by The Pioneer Press (G, W, Foote and Co.,

e fd

26, 193*

THE FREETHINKER

GOD AND THE

UNIVERSE

EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & EINSTEN

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN
With a Reply by Professor A. S. Eddii#n

Mr. Chapman Cohen is a philosophical critic OIJbH\I/It%e
intellectual gifts. His book God and the jto
is the best, and perhaps the only serious ate
winnow the scientific work of Eddington, Jears 'accre
ley, and Einstein from its pseudo-philosophic3 jjje
tions. Such criticism, coming as it does 1 . uiad)
foremost Freethinker in the country, is Par
refreshing.— The Sunday Referee.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Lirnited)

Paper 2s Postage 2d.

Cloth 3s. Postage sd-

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, hT-I

A Question of the D7"J1

Socialism and
Churches

By CHAPMAN COS##

*
Price - THREEPENCE. Postsg”
_ j
j nnyy y-2 /’\v>y*yyy\1— T \j
THE OTHER
N N RN\ rinT Yy
OF DEATH
By CHAPMAN COHEN.
Cloth Bound THREE SHILLINGS & SIXP
Postage 2d.
. . . . tj Ci*
il The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, »
[/ he * Freethinker ” for
Strongly Bound in Cloth, Gib
N\

— Lettered, with Title-page. —

17/6. Postage

Price -

Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London
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