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*Sr ParhoPed that a great many members of the
s reddi Y In_this country will have learned from
:%“&r((’» AELRO of the Pope on Christiaitty—and
) combined with other happening , n
**i78°f sacrificing principle to vote-ca c 1
inflict With religious denumU C {
Cs>h events should rouse in the large
ers = --

'HIP* revisioj 'nSe tlie Tabour Party the need for
$>farll ,@" their present policy in remaining
flir@iéeiNed1S own convictions about religion
lai, . while tacitly abetting any and every
~3 @ l,yreach Jesus Christ in their name. The
\'Tﬁfﬁg Bh—6 Present Government whenever it has
o -, Icirie to vote-catching—and it has done
h.'ldis gé\Yn! ccasion when it has been faced with
to-O«- ~— <-is peculiarly ilhumnatu g. J
V... JP repeal of the Blasphemy T ~ r t g ~
I>nti lUs Christians in general by dec! g
repeal of these laws unless the nonds o
S > eedto an amendment wluch made w M **
> h > they are at present. When the W ««
1came it gave way to the Catholic t >
m the ~constituencies by conmvmg at As
being hung up indefinite >« uh it
S i,° bservance question had to be dea
Seethe tW = 2~ ..nm
measure, which made no real
o 'yl r 1 the situation, and for the first time
Ueep,nglish history took away the right of
u,JHiSer 'ng on Sunday—unless a licence from
'L mecb Lr>e little local Council had been obtained,
. Ves cn this licence dependent upon whether
li,qllac.T. overwhelming demand for the meeting
. far |]Ity’ And now the crowning act of con-
Hifjn Win < Party that has done so much to prove
' aow/el™ to any threat from an organized re-
( has been furnished by the recent decla-
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ration of the Pope that no Christian can be a Social-
ist. We doubt whether even the lesson of this will
be taken to heart; for we imagine that in reply we
shall be having scores of speeches and hundreds of
articles from Labour writers and speakers all trying
to prove that Socialism is true Christianity.

* * *

Ib Socialism Religious.

One of this expected spate of articles appeared in
the Evening Standard for May 26, from the pen of
Father Francis Woodlock. | do not think, by the
way, that Roman Catholic leaders in this country will
be altogether pleased with tlie papal declaration that
Socialism, real Socialism, and Roman Catholicism are
incompatible. Events have shown that the Roman
Catholic vote, ignorant and organized as it is, can be
used very effectively to bring a Labour Government
or a Labour Party to heel in this country. On the
other hand, on the Continent, where Socialism runs
along more logical lines, arid where the movement is,
on the whole, aggressively anti-clerical, which means
in practice anti-Catholic or anti-Christian, some stand
had to be made. It is too much for even the impu-
dence of the Roman Church to give its sanction to a
movement, which if it aims at anything at all, aims at
organizing Society on a basis that ranks religions
beliefs as no better than a useless form of mental dis-
sipation.

It was left for Mr. Ramsey Macdonald to discover
—when trying to placate the religious parties in this
country—that Socialism had no more to do with a
man'’s religion than it had with the colour of his hair.
It would be an insult to Mr. Macdonald’s intelligence
to assume that he really believed this, in any case no
one who knew what Socialism was and is coidd accept
such a statement at its face value. A theory which
aimed at a complete reorganization of Society could
hardly get seriously to work and leave religion alone.
When we bear in" mind how much religion intereferes
with education, with marriage, with divorce, with
freedom of discussion and publication, etc., it is
rather too much to expect anyone seriously to believe
that you can change the attitude of men and women
towards these things without interfering with religion.
And even though the non-religious Socialist was con-
tent to leave religion alone, it can hardly be expected
that religious people who were in earnest about their
beliefs, could possibly join in a reorganization of
Society so long as religion was treated as of no
account.

* * *

The Reward of Complaisance.

Father Woodlock explains, for the obvious benefit
of the British Labour Party, that the Pope’s pro-
nouncement does not of necessity exclude Socialists,
so long as they are not true Socialists, but “ No man
can be a good Catholic and a true Socialist,” and so
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that it may be made more palatable he further ex-
plains, “ | feel sure that Pope Pius XI. would not
regard Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Snowden as °‘ true’
Socialists in their Party programme.” But on the
Continent :—

Socialism is not merely an economic theory, it is a
cult with a definite philosophy of life, based ex-
clusively on material considerations. It is a substi-
tute for religion; it refuses to be guided by other
worldly considerations. In Belgium or France the
words “ Liberal ” or .Socialist have such a clear anti-
Christian connotation, that if you ask if certain
prominent men are Catholics the reply as often as not
will be “ No, they are Socialists—or Liberals.”’

And he points out that the German Socialists have
definitely demanded increased facilities for divorce,
the secularization of education, and the refusal of any
public funds for religious expenditure, while in Stock-
holm the programme of Socialism shows its material-
ism by repudiating schools where the Christian faith
is taught (presumably at the public expense) and pro-
poses the abolition of a State Church.

This is really very bad—for the trimmers. After
Socialists, in the hope of making converts, have
mouthed about our “ brother Christ,” and backed up
religious claims that are an outrage upon one’s sense
of social justice, after Freethinkers within the Labour
Party have kept their opinions on religion to them-
selves for fear of losing the support of religionists,
after all this, to be told by the largest Church in
Christendom, that no true Christian can be a Social-
ist, is enough to drive these people into quite open
speech for the rest of their lives.

* * *

The Logic of Bigotry.

As an outsider my sympathy lies with Father
Woodlock and the Pope. The logic, the common
sense of the situation lies with them. No one with a
proper sense of the situation can subscribe to the
ridiculous, vote-catching proclamation of Mr. Mac-
donald’s that Socialism has no more to do with a
man’s religion than it has to do with the colour of his
hair. It does not matter whether one adopts the
extreme Marxian or any other form, Social-
ism is a theory of social reconstruction that cuts
at the very roots of religion. All the great leaders of
Socialism from Robert Owen to Marx have seen this.
It deals with social structures and social life as matters
of experimentation, to be scrapped or established in
terms of human well-being here, and without refer-
ence to any life hereafter or to any belief in a God.
If these religious beliefs exist they do so as mere
speculations, interesting maybe, but never of funda-
mental importance, and on no account to be permitted
to act as decisive influences in determining social
action. Of this there is simply no question. Re-
ligion in any Socialistic theory of society exists as a
survival from a more primitive state. It may express
itself in semi-sociologic terms, but to the scientific
student this is an exhibition of mere rationalization.

Father Woodlock makes this position quite clear.
It is not merely Socialism that the Pope condemns,
but any ’ism that leaves out religion. Father Wood-
loci says:—

The Holy Father does not hesitate to declare
solemnly that this Socialism (that is non-Commun-
istic Socialism) provided, of course, that it really re-
mains Socialism, even in a mitigated form, and
even though many points of its teachings are in
themselves conformable to justice and admitted by
the Church, has nevertheless a fundamental concept
of human society so different from the true concept
given us by the Gospel that any argument in doc-
trine remains absolutely imjx>ssible. It is not pos-
sible for a good Catholic to be a true Socialist.

THK FREETHINKER

It will be seen that the Pope’s pronouncellG®@"
something much wider than the mere assertion ™
Socialism is incompatible with the doctrines «
Roman Church. It is an assertion that no
theory that is not based upon the concept o s™
naturalism is harmonious with Christianity- (o
with this, as | have shown in my Pa*P'
Socialism and the Churches, I am in complfte
ment. If a scientific sociology means anythin? .
it means that all that is possible, even a
desirable, in human society may be achieved " i
any reference whatever to God, the Soul, °r ®|of
life. It robs religion of all utility, and makes *
no greater consequence to political economy 1 j.
Mother Hubbard is to the question of the food

Which. Boad P . i
1 oa this POirTL

Incidentally it may be—although 00.Ve\®@™
am not very sanguine—that the Pope W iu
an unintended service to the political Pa, ~nj. i
country. His Encylical may drive some Q. ji
consideration of first principles. It nl -~th™
s.to_p some of the fopli_sh talk thatcﬂﬂgﬁ;rﬁty’{) Ad
ticians about combining “ true Christ-
political and social theories. And it \¢ jreff
those who are not Christians, and who
of all parties, to let their own beliefs becr ,,,, M,
known, and so help prevent the int, . "
social legislation by religious organiz31 fS
Roman Church cannot afford to let its iae' sthl
their own opinions on politics, becausg 't S'nid>'>§,1,.
may lead to their forming independent

other subjects as well. The exercise of Pr* jf8l
ment in religion is only a prelude to the jof
of independent opinion in politics, and tha ~ 1

thing the Roman Church has never adn »
theory, and has always tried to prevent
On the other hand Freethinkers—real ~ [t J
have never failed to recognize that the roa<”™ f/
pendence in sociology lies through re or
authoritative teaching in religion. We ANV
cover in its completeness the old Greek POLIIN  *
namely, that laws and institutions are Il
social experimentation, that the test tieirs, «
is their effect on human health
when we have reached this platiorm -
reduced, not merely the Christian rcligcOLl'.
ligion, to a series of idle speculations abo*
man need seriously concern himself.
Chapman

JUAY

Elbow-room.

(Thanks "C-dc-lifor the Thoughl

We are a crowd, we two,

In the Vineyard of Truth;

But there is room for you,

And we specially welcome Youth :
If you will join us we shall then be
You; and my friend; and me.

For there is much to do

In the Vineyard of Truth,

And the labourers are few,

So we gladly welcome Youth.

If your pal comes, that's four—
We can’t expect much more.

You need not harbour fears
We shall lack elbow-room;
And, strange as it appears,
Truth will receive a boom

If four of us should do

The work now done by two. djtiz1
BAYAIW >



Famous Freethinkers.

wop : remembrance, like a sovereign prince,
you i a st
Cf stately gallery maintain

w 'H‘B&P and tragic pictures.”—Wordsworth.

> moving finger writes, and having
Moves on."—Omar Khayyam.

r$ the cultured mind there is no better reading than
a >gof names of note. We can well understand the
S * joy of the old Puritans, who, taking
istian’ Bible . . .
hy seriously', loved to grapple with the
- genealogies of Israel ant J London
Kazcteer is a mine of suggestion, ant strange
Rectory you can lose yourself among But
~  from Pie Corner to Hanging Sword.*
irbiographical dictionary or an encyc '‘p~e, for
Uy t°ema large inroads on our m
thirkers., Joseph Wheeler’'s Dictionary of Free-
Jn it there are thousands of entries, taken
front all ages and all countries. That means tlfgi
»l ».me, of interest, thonsa”™J Md
Who have played their part on life
give []'t-ed u in a sufficiently remarkable manner to
ats yp Uaines a distinct interest to their descend-
trentli 6 kuow of few
thougj f lead*nS °f such a book, and regret that Free-
were not sufficiently wealthy to
*= = Portraits of many of the persons men-

honed.

Si>di a L. .
of book is informative, and turns the handles
"ho narles Bradlaugh, as brave as any soldier
fought er handled a rifle in the Great War. He
Whe, .a Sreat battle for thirteen years against over-
iudg,tt °dds, and his was the cool head and calm
lifefO V. °f the great captains of men. He gave his
thing  >d'ty. and our children will remember soine-
his 0 ibis Freethought leader when the names of
ad t],:°nents are forgotten. A few pages further
inddn;rr 'S ~le uame of Richard Carlile. What an
1 rio Uua e spirit does it not conjure up ! There flits

liorhearfrieinory the ten years’ martyrdom of this
"am. &led soldier of liberty. Further, we see the

tl. Hi'z,\gt eorge Foote, the silver-tongued orator, and
F{a‘?"elai |V}Ixiter in the Freethought Movement since
Qletidi | <OWh 'us pen of fire. Then, we notice the
JHisj] 'mine of Edward Gibbon, the greatest of
" j historians, who, in his Decline and Fall,
"alkg  a solemu creed with solemn sneer.” He
'Wi, - - - as to the clash of martial music under

fmiiid ~'"d banner. Without exploration we have
Nt Wi tna8l™etic and powerful name of Voltaire.
ranki,' lan! His witty epigrams stung like ,wasps,
jftan Or years. At sixty-four years’ of age, when
'ig CQu .I' are thinking of slippered ease, he was writ-
W 1 ,de. the wittiest book in the world. Writing
&)y , S at seventeen, Irene at eighty-three, he
Ms) ‘ "d between these two masterpieces the acconr-
ICI'"""ts of a giant. And Edward Fitzgerald, the
olj °ast recluse, who turned the quatrains of the
reethinking Persian, Omar Khayyam, into a

H %ege of English poetry. “ A planet larger
n. sun which cast it,” said his friend Tenny-
mame of ThHomas Paine is hmomely, hut
Personality does it recall? A character of

ti Inf£ ability, a pioneer among pioneers. His
"The that first wrote the arresting words :
United States of America,” and he had a

h \Vés‘{'re hi the making of the Great Republic of

“km

:‘q- of M a:5|gg|f|c_§er_1t entry in the name of Cath-
fo]?% . nssia. How manjy innocent young curates
*at the evangel of Reason appeals equally to
arcn on a throne as to the toiler in the garret.

Catherine was a great woman, and a Freethinker in
word and deed. When Denis Diderot was compelled
by dire poverty to sell his library, she bought it back
for him and installed him as librarian. Another “ in-
tellectual ” was Frederick the Great. What must it
have been to have been present at these festal nights
at Frederick’s palace when the nimble wit of Voltaire
challenged the choicest brains of Europe? It must
have been a rich memory and an abiding delight, like
the ever-memorable nights at the “ Mermaid,” when
the smiling Will Shakespeare exchanged quips and
cranks with rare Ben Jonson. A more shadowy
figure is that of Kit Marlowe, the Elizabethan
dramatist, whose early death prevented his trial for
blasphemy. Richard Burton, the master of many
languages, and the intrepid traveller who penetrated
to the “ Holy of Holies,” at Mecca, at the peril of
his life, is another of the glorious company of Free-
thinkers.

The “ intellectuals ” of France are represented by
a magnificent procession, reaching from Abelard
through the centuries to Anatole France. Who can
see the name of Robert Ingersoll without a quickening
of the pulses? He comes riding down the wind like
a white-plumed knight in shining armour to attack
the embattled hosts of Superstition. And here is
Charles Darwin, the solitary student who shook the
world. He it was who proved beyond all dispute
that man was not a fallen angel. He turned “Adam”
and “ Eve ” out of the fabled “ Garden of Eden,”
not with a flaming sword, but with a steel pen. Then,
there is Heinrich Heine dying upon his mattress-
grave in Paris with a jest upon his tired lips; and
Shelley, the sweetest-souled of a thousand years of
English poets, whom Christians sought to deprive of
his children, and imprisoned men for selling his
works. A sense of fellowship with the fled centuries
invades us as we see the name of Giordano Bruno, one
of the most fearless martyrs for truth. And Time
seems poised for a moment upon his spread wings as
we encounter the puissant personality of Lucretius,
one of the sublimest poets who ever attuned his lyre
under the eagles of the Caesars.

Famous names such as these are but signposts to
meet the reader and direct him towards the wonderful
universality of Freethouglit. And, mind you, there
are many hundreds of such signposts. Here under
one roof, we may say, is the temple of Liberty, com-
pared with which the churches, chapels, and mosques
of the superstitious are but charnel-houses full of

bones. For each of these men and women were, in
their own way, the Apostles of Freedom. They
were knight-errants of the evangel of Liberty. From

the dim twilight when Lucretius rolled his richest
thunders against the infamies of religion in his day,
until twenty centuries later Swinburne rallied the
soldiers of Freethought with the golden trumpet of
his. genius, Liberty never failed of her votaries.

The bare records of the doings of some of these
pioneers thrill and fascinate by very reason of their
simplicity. The feats of Freethinkers have needed
little of the embellishment which high-sounding
language could give them. From Hypatia, murdered
by a Christian rabble, to I'rancesco Ferrer,
“ butchered to make a Roman holiday,” they strike
our imagination and hold our wonder in thrall. They
are potent because of their very sincerity.

We come to this in the end, that Freethinking
“ Saints 7 are the best. It is significant that even
in Christian Scotland the popularity of St. Andrew’s
Day is far less than that of Burns’s Night. Is is not
also true that in the fight for the possession of Eng-
land’s day, Shakespeare has beaten St. George, as
our American friends say, to a “ frazzle ” ?

This is but a little cloud of biographical dust, and
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110 apology is needed for it, for the interest of such a
volume is inexhaustible. It reaches from the greatest
names in history to hundreds of men and women
whose achievements were less important, but, who,
because they did some service to the cause of intel-
lectual liberty, laid us all under obligation. The real
pioneers all meet on one common ground of courage,
unrecognized courage, without thought of tribute or
hope of reward. They get no stripes for their
wounds, no medals for their courage, and no more
than bare soldiers’ pay. They are the salt of the
earth, the very flower of their generation. And the
old world still has her pioneers, who blaze the trail for
future generations, and whose glory is that they do
not know how courageous they are.
Mimnermus.

Ferrer and his Work.

(Concluded from page 325.)

V1.

WHEN the disastrous bomb of Hay 31, 1906, exploded
at Madrid and furnished to the murderous hands of
the children of the Inquisition, the pretext for re-
venge against Ferrer and the schools founded by him,
the bigots sent forth a cry of joy, for the Eord—as
they imagined—had delivered Ferrer into their hands.
Divine Providence who, or which, as the religious re-
actionaries declare, is always on the side of the
priests now enrolled itself under the blood-stained
standard of the Jesuits. They had raised up a fiery
fanatic, Morral, and his devastating bomb played the
unscrupulous game of the sons of Ignatius Loyala.
These pious soldiers of the Cross had watched and
prayed for the opportunity of crushing the beneficent
movement of popular education set on foot by Ferrer,
so that they were beside themselves with glee that
they could now profit by the occasion, given by
Mortal, for the suppression of the Escuela Moderna
and its founder. The bigots at the Cortes with
Senor Silio (what a name!) at their head, cried aloud
for the closing of the schools, and the clergy, in the
press and in the pulpit, preached— more suo— blood
and fire against the cause of education. For example,
at Gijon, a Jesuit Father, in the course of a sermon
against Ferrer, declared that “ it is a sin, a thousand
times greater than fornication or adultery, to read
the publications prohibited by our holy mother
Church.” A religious paper, published at Bilboa,
Elcorazon de Jesus (* The heart of Jesus ”) poured
out in an article the following torrent of pious in-
dignation :(—

Morral is a disciple of the Escuela Model 11a, one of
the haunts of Atheism in Barcelona. What is the
Escuela Moderna? It is a system of education with-
out God; of teaching and instruction based on the
principles of Freetlionglit, including secular schools,
indecent reviews, disgusting books, blasphemous
meetings, irreligious spectacles, and impious discus-
sions

These crimes [alluding to the bomb explosion]
will continue to take place as long as Spaniards sup-
port the liberty to read, to teach, and to think—
from whence proceed all these anti-social monsters.

When the history of the culture of modern Spain is
written, the recital of the intellectual renaissance
Which was the result of the labours and sacrifices of
the heroic man who, during the thirteen months of
his unjust incarceration at the Carcel Modelo at Mad-
rid, was menaced with death as the penalty of endeav-
ouring to save his people from the Satanic hands of a
corrupt and bloodthirsty priesthood, will constitute
one of the most nloving chapters in the long annals
of the martyrdoms of Freethought.

THE FREETHINKER

vir.

It may be useful, at this stage, to cite RQLl
hspafia Nueva, of November 14, 1906, a feV ls
graphs from Ferrer’s article in the above journal f
titled, “ My Profession of Faith.” In this reveal™
self-portraiture, he declares his attitude as foil0'5' »

Experience has taught me that even as
divides mankind into sects which hate each A .
which fi“ht between themselves, provoking
and making impossible the reign of peace 3U0G
mankind, so the names with which poalitical
brand each other are the cause of divisibth Pi i
and bloodthirsty wars ! Being convinced A 1
going principles, | ceased to fight in aiiy I "5)

te

party after the death of Zorilla Ruiz (in . e
in order to dedicate all my activity to educatlﬁ’;']gl
only solid basis of human regeneratlon

mjr humble opinion. N

I have always denied before the magistrate ~
was an anarchist. | made this denial becall
idea formed here of an anarchist is that of 3
hungry for blood, the enemy of humanity, * «
partisan of evil by means of evil—and | an
these things. On the contrary, | detest the s3? jty,
of blood; I labour for the regeneration of huu
and | love the good for the good’s own sake-

But if people choose to classifv me as an 3 siimn
because they have read a phrase of mine Ml j

I have spoken of ideas of demolition in e RS p0|1|:P
I will reply that there—there!—in the coII %&
,,ollt

books and *“ Boletines,” published by
Moderna—will, indeed, be found ideas of lej

111 other words, the introduction into ]JlIJj"echrﬂl
of the rational and scientific spirit leads to

lition of all prejudice.

VIII.

During the short period in which Ferrer * %jp
gaged in building the foundations of.ITor,»
Moderna, over fifty volumes were poured f A1?
his publishing house. These works include rr% iiit
nificent Spanish edition of Reclus’ M}t o
Earth, in six beautifully illustrated volumes
production of which Ferrer was specially, "{iﬁkf
-t-lisu-the priestly gheuls claimed himp &s ibeir jgeP
The four volumes of Eetourneau’s Ethnic | 1)0oi-
are included in Ferrer’s classic library of ttN  ev
as also the four volumes by Dr. Odon de fa
titled The Natural Sciences, specially introdI™ g,
the use of _the Escuete-Moderna. Ferrer’'s - »
was that his pupils should have access to j0
books for their instruction and enlightenn|L
that reason Professor Engerrand’s one-volul'0
entitled Notions of the First Ages of Flunia»' 1™\cb
Highly recommended by Reclus for use in the "]
ing of the Escuela Moderna. In connexion " 4k
foregoing volumes, our readers will scarcely
prised to learn that one of the earliest of tW /I
publications was a three-volume work (wim |[|i(*
interest H. G. Wells himself) entitled CoinPelt
Universal History, by Clcmencia Jacquinct, 3 pjps
woman, who co-operated with Ferrer as the c® o
tor of the Escuela Moderna. Tiie first vol"I™ gol
prises a brief scamper through time and sP&MGAO
the prehistoric ages to the days of the early )\A
Volume 2 deals with the period from the Mi3l Jiil
to the dawn of the French Revolution. J'Dj. gt
volume deals with the French Revolution and
sequences. The survey of events in these F*¥pi1
tunes is extremely interesting, and the work *
cries aloud for a translator. I am sure tb3
those who have taken an excursion tvitk
through time and space, would find this Cowl'dl
fresh and delightful. i

In my last article | referred to The UnivcrS\
stance, by Parof Javal, and have no space hen- ~J
ought than reiterate the view that Ferrer took 0
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ael’l0 viz> that it is a veritable vade-mecum of
in favour of materialism and, is specially
aj0w 1M these days when woolly-minded mystics
(flc j1 "it° have turned their eyes away from scien-
adm’jeln order to wallow in the clouds of fancy
speculation.
reruarkable volume Super-Organic Evolu
ﬁ&]’v\]m@@rigue Eluria, should be read in conjunc

- —ainuenuonec] volume. M tnetraiqael

‘Ramon Cajol, he points ou t human
humenity, which Dr. Lluna calls the « ,» {rom
~Sanisni,” has turned way *“ disdal systematic
~aure, and thereby has brought abo /  hence

@i Berpetual violation of the laws of evolution,
disequalities and torturing sorrows and

'Hn Jnit It ia a learned book by a very learned
fusing], r' Eluria would have written a less con-
nlhi; s'E dad Pdt his Socialism into one book

fu g ‘emce into another, Bukitis a very dglight-

an\ ~Ml'estive book, and gives us 95 per cent of
5 Usefldl scientific material, and only a mere
hat! of fnt °f ~relevant Socialism. The amalgama-
sertip, Itdereof£enious elements in the make up of a
ht, IC " ork is, not perhaps a sin, but a mistake,

efira ts fully th terialistic view of
..niversesuppors ully e materialistic view O

Already ; ) . .
\duable V IU my Hist article, 1 mentioned that very

Ifafet j. )0°h, the Origin of Christianity. It is a
Um ffeni, scintillating light and learning
Uiglu  'Uysteries which envelope the nature and
Aero' f now much battered Palestinian creed.
‘W , small but suggestive illustrations exhibit-
Uaij s'unity as a disguised Paganism, adorn the

Ihet ive*' ta”e the mind back to the superstitions
15 ,JaJft ra’upant before the advent of Christ. The
the Origin tell the tale, and kill the
I Jja e 'c, in a few hours of sweet delight.

ghoois C °n'y to add that no less than thirty-two
hlode- f°nned independently of the Escuela
the brt1’ Caypred into their teaching and programme
fli@eHS!SSUed und used by the Escuela Moderna.
o @Iy schaols were scattered over a wide

the cob#]'u, from Barcelona in the north to Malaga
s°uth.

1X.

afé“r-lli?rq(f <1ay, though dead, still lives in the hearts
°hlyas ‘s of those who knew and loved him, not
£ wlloa uero, bua as a generous-hearted man. Alfon-
(V jes® .consigned Ferrer to martyrdom, counts to-
vieim 111 the scales of influence and power than the
n°nl<s " 1011 t'u sacrificed.  The Church and the
. mer>1l'd the Bishops have, only a few years after
"ig wit] Oooln) seen the Churches around them blaz
ffitig &glg%hg fires Gf a people’s indignation. The
A7 °Pain is now in exile; his indignant people,
E afyj n°U victorious Spanish Republic, are about
Uid 8 him on charges that never sullied the name
t'ne °f Ferrer, and the last of Spanish Kings
At*redVer see Spain again, except as a prisoner
Jdfea3tld as 3 criminal loaded with charges of
t(leat a'lcc- The schools that he smashed, and the
"HIorS hke Ferrer, who sought to lighten the
W of Ifis people’s superstition, might have
. " contentment and peace to Spain and honour
~ . but Alfonso chase the evil part and left
or ' “lose things that he ought to have done.
"iHj , ~ uniission he will go down to posterity loaded
1It3 and contempt.

Wii.uam llhmoru.

Tlc S — 1
‘kitt ' ,<llLui of one generation will be the folly of tlie

1"is |]j | yri we persist in making preceding genera-
Ue to the succeeding ones.—Priestly.
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On Slavery.

I susppCT that, for many people nowadays, the word
“ slavery ” is but a word—an unpleasant one, of
course, but still only a word. There is no such thing
as slavery, don’'t you know. It was killed, once and
for always by Christianity, and nqturally, if it ever
broke out again, Christianity would wipe it off the
slate again.

When | was a hoy at school, the legend that slavery
was abolished by Christianity was assiduously taught
as an irrefutable fact. Our Lord and Saviour taught
that all men were equal in His eyes. He ranged Him-
self definitely against all injustice. Slavery was' an
awful Pagan injustice, and therefore He was against
it. He did not actually say so in so many words,
but He must have been against it. Flow can anyone
imagine Jesus acquiescing to slavery?  When one
gets this kind of drivel repeated every time the sub-
ject of slavery—or for that matter serfdom—crops up,
is it any wonder that we finally believe it? | never
for a moment questioned the matter till 1 became a
Freethinker, and then only did I find how necessary
it was to be on guard whenever a Christian—as a
Christian— said anything whatever.

The history of slavery is one of the foulest blots on
the history of man. In very ancient times, when
there was hardly anything like humanitarianism, and
lives were cheap, the lot of the slave was one of un-
paralleled brutality.  Under Paganism, particularly
under the Romans, while his life was at his master’s
mercy, he did often have a chance to become a doctor,
a poet or a philosopher. He did often get the chance
to become educated. But under Christianity this
was denied him. Under Christianity, slavery and the
slave trade became synonymous with the worst and
most degrading cruelties known in history.

Mr. Chapman Cohen’s latest work* will give the
enquiring reader a mass of information on shivery
and its unpleasantness, compressed in 124 papers, of
surprising range and research. The first edition, pub-
lished' many years ago, was followed by a second
botli of which are now out of print.  This edition
has been carefully revised and expanded, and should
prove a veritable armoury of facts against the lies
and nonsense of Christian claims with regard to
slavery. Its author has put aside for the moment
science as such, and has gone to history and his de-
ductions therefrom show Christianity in about as
sorry a light as it is possible to imagine. Slowly and
relentlessly he traces the terrible story down to our
own day. The chapter on slavery in Pagan times is
illuminating for Mr. Cohen clearly shows how and
why it differed from slavery in Christian times. That
difference should always be born in mind when dis-
cussing the question with Christians for it is funda-
mental. He says:—

It will not do, therefore to identify Pagan with
Christian slavery. Slavery as an institution ex-
isted in both cases, but, as Professor Cairnes says,
“ we look in vain in the records of antiquity for a
traffic which in extent, in systematic character . . .
can be regarded as an analogue of the modern slave
trade.” The Christian slave trade represents one of
the most frightful and systematic brutalities the
world has ever known.

When we come to Christian times, “ nowhere,”
says Mr. Cohen, “ does the early Church condemn
slavery as an institution.” Of course there have been
Christians who condemned slavery or worked for the
mitigation of "the lot of the slave, but this was not be-
cause they were Christians. Rather is it because they

* Christianity, Slavery and Labour.
is. 6d. paper, as. 6d, doth net.

By Chapman Cohen,
The Pioneer Press, 1931
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were men and shared with other men, Pagans, Jews
or Christians, the humanitarian feelings of men. And
in any case, says the author, “ It would be indeed
nearer the truth to say that the Christians who wrote
in favour of the mitigation of the lot of the slave were
far more indebted to Pagan than to Christian influ-
ence.”

The chapter on the English slave trade gives a
revolting picture of the way in which the unfortunate
negro was treated by his Christian white brother,
backed up by all the forces of Royalty, the Church,
and the Bible, and the two reproductions of the slave
ship Brookes only add to the horror. From the day
when “ gallant 7 8ir John Hawkins with his slave
ship, Jesus, kidnapped the *“ gentle and loving”
natives of Cape Verd to the days in which Wilber-
force vainly tried to pass a Bill against the African
slave trade, Mr. Cohen gives us the pitiless details,
and a terrible picture it is, and even more horrible is
the description of American slavery, particularly as
they all were, in almost every instance, backed up by
real Christianity. Indeed it was the *“ infidels,”
Thomas Paine and Frances Wright, and Abner Knee-
land, with Abraham Lincoln and many other unbe-
lievers who fought slavery with tenacity and courage,
rare and enviable, and finally helped to vanquish it.
Mr. Cohen’s facts and figures are damning as to the
part Christianity played in the victory—though he
gives credit to the individual Christians who helped
the movement.

Finally, there is a chapter on the relationship be-
tween Christianity and labour, in which, concisely
and accurately, the reader will get a clear view of the
conditions under which men, women and children
worked in a Christian country like England. Those
who really believe there used to be a “ Golden Age ”
for workers, should study this long chapter. The
worker in medieval England or under the factory
system in the nineteenth century was a genuine slave
under appalling conditions—whatever he called him-
self. Some of the conditions under which they
worked are almost unbelievable, if anything can be
unbelievable under Christianity. And it is simply
farcical for anyone to pretend that Christianity had
any hand in ameliorating the lot of the worker in any
shape whatever.

The last chapter in the book deals with the relation
of the Black and White peoples and shows how
“ stripped of all pretence and subterfuge, it is a re-
cord of subjugation and exploitation, and of subjuga-
tion for the purpose of exploitation.” It is not
pleasant reading for no white man likes to be re-
minded of his dealings with the black man. It is a
fitting summary to the book, however, and Mr. Cohen
is to be congratulated on his fine sociological study,
grim and unbearable as some pages of it are. He has
shown “ how systematic and continuous has been the
perpetuation of various forms of wrong under
Christian auspices,” but he has shown more. For
under all his attack will be found his passionate faith
and belief in humanity and humanism. He will tear
away the covers and expose the hideous sores, but
only because he knows there must come the day when
they will be healed and mankind will emerge, proud
and free, with unbounded hope for a future which
will be the veritable golden age.

IT. CuTNKR.

Except among Politicians, the irrelevance of Parlia-
ment is not even discussed, it is assumed with a shrug
of the shoulders . . —John Galsworthy.

It is only by making the ruling few uneasy, that the
oppressed can obtain a particle of relief.—Bentham.
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Discussion.

(Concluded from page 349-)

(3—Duplicate Meanings.

Apart from abstractions there are many " djc

every language which have two (or nioie; t,0

meanings. It is a pet dodge of the controvers

avoid the issue by shifting, if possible imPee

the discussion front one subject to another y

the same word in two different senses. Sa
The specimen discussion given previously s S

the point marked (e), how Brown, seeing alter 1B

getting the worst of the argument, tried to d

issue by using the word “ invest ” in its N e

“ to purchase ” in place of the meaning it 1 "jo
viously been given of “ to lend money with a
getting interest.” liberatell'l

Even where this ruse is not adopted del ~ <
duplicate meanings frequently lead to mistml

ings. The word “ law,” for instance, isac [wp
stumbling-block even to the logical mind,

two distinct meanings—the social and the sc 4.0
To use the word “ law ” in reference to «all’ o

to God in the same discussion is simply tO.'lIV eSxil”
fusion. In the first case the sense is: naffel
tive formula,” and in the second : “ a com 5
Again the necessity for accurate definition ' ~joa

becomes apparent, and the earlier in a ¢c. ¢gg
that this occurs, the less likely is it that ®IS
standing will arise.

(49— Metaphor. AF i3

It is not true, as one learned writer has sal
all statements are metaphorical, and that the se(
is no more literal than n
0.. i-uilif such were the case, the ,jag
“ literal,” and “ metaphorical ” would be 1l
less. That the writer himself is fully awarec tac4'
actual distinction between the two terms IS jp
admitted by his choice of examples, as well as 1 K
use of the words “ no more literal ” in refer”
the first example. o
I11 some cases it may not be so easy to d isti.
between a literal and a metaphorical statemen
others, and misunderstanding may arise (n di
account. But the distinction is not an imp°sSl
to make, as the following comments will sh°'v'
With the exception of words like those i® »
in the foregoing section, most words have 01 i
primary or “literal” meaning— the meaning " ’' o0
understood when a word Is presented with®@V
text. And unless the factual or verbal
plies the contrary, it is this “ literal ” meaning
is always first applied in the interpretation O
statement. If a statement, thus interpreted.
sense, we call it a literal statement. i
In certain cases, however, a word is $°nr°\ef,j'
used with a limited meaning—a meaning basg\(rj]d
some partial aspect of its primary meaning mJaM
statement makes nonsense when the primary
is applied, but makes sense with a secondary 1
ing, then the statement is called metaphorical-
Thus, in the statement “ sugar is sweet,” ®e j -
by giving the words their primary meanings.
find that this makes sense. So we regard ti® ~
ment as “ literal.” But in the statement “ ti®~"
is an ass,” the primary meaning of the word ~
is “ a quadruped of the genus equits, with lofljy j
etc.” And since man is not a quadruped, tj
terpretation makes nonsense. But in the ®™
meaning of the word “ ass,” namely “ 1 5

* Dialectic, by Mortimer J. Adler. (Kegan PalllF
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‘feature,” the statement makes sense. 0
'statement “ metaphorical.” rp~ard
t will be noted in this connexion tha 1 '"',ntions

* statements as being of the nature o e

10/Yst part is always intended to be ta en

"hile the- 5 .

. “second part may be either

Phorically interpreted, “in accou a

avJrion of sense.

the

useS to which

bo indeterminate, however, are should be-
Ve syml)’ls of language are put, ia seemingly
are of the apparent sense o necesSary
. erd statements. This warning -« slogans or

m Gses where popular catch-phrases

Hruist: “Virtue
»elf-evident
thc

tfoverbs are used.
. 'bus, that favourite slogan of the a
'slk own reward,” far from beingJ N
"I11, is, if taken literally, mere "°ns™ ,,
fRygpry. meaning of the word  lewart some-
'K Riven by one person to another for services
. ndered.- R foUows, therefore, that nothing can be
t,.°Whreward. But if the limited meaning sonie-
‘lifcifti'l'A1 Rives Pleasure to the receiver ” is applied,
inthjs  Irase makes some sort of sense. Interpreted
thin? wp V I'le sl°gan might read : “ Virtue is some-
'Ipart fr'ch”ives pleasure to the virtuous person.”

1 expdRahEDF iR ARRL A dafaly Lfal-I<n{ashionably

rttistic appearance.

g (5)— VSIMILE.
Rort §g e;aie,in the nature of definitions. They pur-
<y ij/fPlam what is being discussed in one sphere
sPrere L”MOn from or comparison with another
jtisSe], *e danger of their use lies in the fact that
1560, (lon' Possiibie 10 produce an illustration wirich
tendd ,ete/y Parallel to the circumstances it is m-
1rec O illustrate. 111 the process of elaborating
Pat ofl,arison there is generally a tendency on the
1'Oya , sPeal<er to lay as much stress upon the
listener3 A elements as upon the rest.  And the
/Y 'erai’ Vnless be is wary, is apt to be misled by the
1 Ars « Slrtlilarity into accepting the non-parallel elc-

“ jjr’s Vabd to the discussion.

I'Otie °rs’. bbe straw's, upon the surface flow ” is a

1 Ated S'nil*e> applicable perhaps in certain very
errpr§ 111 daes  But to argue from this that all

She alivhys pehave like straws upon water is to
Ht 1la*err°rs are, in fact, straws—which they are
bytj laiiy other examples could be given of similes
int 'e Wsu of which false arguments have been subtly
than ”"Ced. But since similes are less easily disguised
lilg InetaPhors, their use in an argument is less
It js to lead to misunderstandings of a serious kind.
atQ, nevertheless, a good policy to avoid their use

.«gg)k.]er, °r to deny their validity if there is any
°thgr 1 °f their having been introduced for any

i e than illustration.

| (6)—Definitions.
ParmT’ny discussion, therefore, when it becomes ap-
W that die meanings of terms used are am-
‘ae t],S Parties must call a halt in order to iso-
**"hide ternis and to provide them with definitions
'blooClthey can agree. And this is always possible
sPie | Ws diere is a desire on both sides to arrive at
\*  ~Nuiite conclusion, and not merely to convince
It js'w Party or to have the final word.
diction n?t uecessary, nor even advisable, to appeal to
"etin, iries f°r definitions of the terms we use. For
||>sul:lries seldom give the meanings which we have

ih 3¢ HI®ruinds; and it is these meanings which we
°“Vh,, _hd which we should be able to explain in our

\XQ[ds'

1P
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every definition so provided will be complete and all-
inclusive; that would be an impossibility under any
circumstances. But it is not impossible to provide
definitions which shall be adequate to the discussion in
hand.

In conclusion I come to an issue which is not
strictly concerned with the misunderstandings arising
out of the use of language. The primary condition
essential to any discussion whose ostensible purpose
is to reach truth, is the genuine desire of all parties
to arrive at an agreed conclusion in regard to a clearly
worded proposition. The absence of such desire is
easily detected in the unwillingness of one or other
of the parties (a) to adhere to the original proposition,
or (b) to define or explain in simpler terms any term
which has given rise to misunderstanding, or (c) to
adhere to an agreed definition when such definition
lias been provided. Where any of these conditions
supervene, the wise person will make it his business
to refrain from further discussion.

C. S. Fraser.

Acid Drops.

When the agreement between Mussolini and the Pope
was established we pointed out that it contained all the
elements of a disagreement. Mussolini stood for the
supremacy of the State, and that is something with
which the Roman Church will never agree, for it stands
for the supremacy of the Church in the State. Musso-
lini was, again, committed to the control of the educa-
tion of the young if his system was to remain per-
manent. Here, again, the Church could not agree, be-
cause it must, like all Christian bodies, capture the
child if it is to control the man. People who are edu-
cated without religion do not become religious as they
reach maturity. Religious belief is always the dregs of
early superstition however watered down the superstition
may be, and however elaborate the process of rational-
ization may be. In these two directions there was
always the possibility of a row, and reports from Rome
seem to indicate that the row has eventuated.

There have been riots in Rome with cries of “ Down
with the Pope,” and even “ Down with the Church.”
The Fascists and the Roman Catholics each accuse the
other of fomenting the disturbance, and this time the
bugbear of Russia, which with a handful of men and a
comparatively small sum of money seems able to fool thc
rest of the world at its ease, is not applicable. Tt might
truthfully be said that Mussolini declared war on the
Church when lie said “ Education must be ours,” and no
one who knew the Roman Church ever believed that it
saw in fascism anything but a tool it might use to its
own ends. But with Spain repudiating the Church,
and the Church losing its hold on Italy, “ God’s own
Church ” looks as though it is in for a bad time.

The Presbyterian Churches of Scotland are gravely
concerned at the growing indifference to religion, especi-
ally in the large towns, and have decided to make a
special missionary effort in Glasgow. Whereupon a
Methodist journal mentions that the Methodist Church
has, in the past, been responsible for the principle evan-
gelical activity in the city, and that its Bridgeton llall is
situated in a centre of a dense population “ largely in-
different and even hostile to thc Churches.” This latter
item of news will no doubt encourage our Freethinking
friends in Glasgow to even greater efforts. There cannot
be too much Freetliought antidote to the pious poison
now being distributed.

There is nothing more absurd than that sort of apolo-
getics in which the Catholic Truth Society delights. It
holds up to ridicule the fable of Maria Monk; but an

If we are unable to do this, it is a sure | illiterate invention, or a thousand such, wittily exposed,
Ve (*° not know what we ourselves are talk- j does not wipe out a line of Rea’s appalling and unclial-
It is, of course, not to he expected that tlenged indictment of clerical celebacy, or of the records
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and reports of Henry VIII's Examiners. Why bother to
advertise some incredible Jesuit of fiction, such as one of
Joseph Hocking’s, when the history of yesterday, and the
Spain of to-day, Is black with the record of the Jesuit of
fact? This week’s Observer quotes among the ‘* Sayings
of the Week,'’ Father F. Woodlock’s assertion that “ the
habit of birth-control is the greatest threat to the sur-
vival of civilization which it has hitherto encountered.”
That this patent lie, like many others from the same
mouth and the same Mayfair pulpit, can get notice from
the press, even of the high-brow, not to mention the
popular variety, while such a genuine item of news as
the Annual Conference of the National Secular Society is
not mentioned in a single newspaper where the news-
editor is boss, is the best proof, if there were not tons of
it already, that there are others as well as Jesuits who
act on their precept—* make yourself clear that you are
justified in deception, and then lie like a trooper.”

The Methodist Times is trying to start a "crusade for
clean films.” It wants to “purify” the cinema in accord-
ance with Puritan notions. If our purifying Methodist
friends are allowed to have all their own way in this
matter, the cinema will in future provide little that is at-
tractive to its present patrons. For most of us know what
Puritan censorship means. The narrow intelligence that
sees evil in mixed bathing, and that goes on the prowl in
search of “wickedness” among the boating parties up the
Thames on Sunday, is the last to be entrusted with im-
proving the cinema. If reform be needed, it had better
be left to persons with wider culture, broader minds,
and more human sympathies. One can imagine what
our museums and art galleries would be like if the
Puritan “ purified ” them—many of the finest pictures
and noblest statues would be removed or covered up
“in the interest of public morality.” The Puritan can
no more be trusted to improve the cinema than he can be
trusted to improve art or literature. His standards are
too unenlightened, too narrow, warped, and rancid.

Woc have often and recently referred to the impervious-
ness of dissenters to truths affecting themselves and
their superior “ spiritual ” claims. We therefore are
glad that John Swain, in a new book The Pleasures of
Torture, tells us how the late lamented C. Il. Spurgeon

once drew loud applause from an audience by assert-
ing that the Baptists had never persecuted those who
differed from them. When the cheers ended, he drily
added that they never had the chance.
Spurgeon was, indeed, better at racy back-chat than at
theology, and loved a joke as well as his cigar. Most
of liis successors are, if we are to believe their own
account of themselves, unlike him in being men “ with-
out a single vice.” Of course one slips out occasionally
—in a court that deals with divorce or affiliation.

Palmer’s Green Congregational Church recently dis-
cussed the question of the Sunday opening of Cinemas.
At the close of the discussion thirty-six voted for the
opening and twenty-four against. Wc are getting on;
but what a change from the time when the campaign of
Secularism against Christianity began!

The British Israelites are against the League of
Nations. This should please Lord Beaverbrook. To
know that one of the most intellectual of the Christian
sects—plus their God, of course—is with him must he
very encouraging. When a one-eyed man essays to lead
the blind, any encouragement floating around will natur-
ally be appreciated.

A reader of a Wesleyan journal says : “ | believe that
if the Christian pulpit was strengthened by the right
type of mail there would be no need for further contro-
versy about Sunday Observance.” Now, as all the par-
sons say they have been "called” by God for their pecu-
liar vocation, are we to infer that God has been "calling”
a lot of undesirables ?

A terrible attack on secondary schools has just been
made by the Bishop of Durham, Dr. Hensley Henson.
He says' there is a very great shortage of curates, but
“ the secondary schools were beginning to send admir-
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able candidates, and he looked to them wit'inislry."
hope as a great recruiting ground for the W 0]
Now what will the teachers in secondary schoosi1 ~
that! To be publicly told that the material tun™ vV
by them is fit for nothing better than to serve p

material for the Christian ministry is the las| afe
slander. If that were true the sooner
closed the better.

the

Dean Inge has been protesting against the Hlw r
reality of Hell. He says he is sure that ylirf
never meant what he said to be taken litera > ~ @
a pity it is that “ Our Lord” never mastered 1 g®
making himself understood. But that fam s Q] trc
have run in the family. Everybody misunders ~
Father when he wrote, and everyone misunder
Son when he spoke. It looks as though it W°
been better if they had both kept quiet.

~Ne

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Chadwick says: , ot's
thinkers, even in Christian thought, are at tT (, fie

end to know what to make of the Holy ™ PSjlas &
reverend doctor is not quite right. Modern t'l

not spare a moment’s thought for bogies—holy iiwg
wise. Some Christian experts may do so, bin
with imbecilities is their speciality.

In connexion with Methodist Union, the tc

mittee of the three churches concerned affirlIS
main object of Union is “ the more effective cw *fidp

tion of the wérht and service af the age.” 1Y Wip
sentiment, of course, needs translating. What o«cC
churches are hoping for is more money and (an

inflict more Puritan legislation and petty 1 44
upon people outside the churches, and to prevel

strictions being swept away. For the genuine itef
freedom, religious amalgamations have always a ¢
significance.

From the Methodist Recorder :—e j9e*

The decree of religious liberty throughout 0
oil Saturday, is obviously a matter of satisa. tiith

Protestaiits, though one must guard against =~ Wt
the motive behind it. The decree, which W& prdr
one free to worship how he will or not at alb  godl’

ably little more than an expedient to win ~ /Nci*1l
ists over to political co-operation with the RePl
and this purpose it seems to have achieved.
Kol lilt
Tl a book somewhat pompously entitled Print:e ™ 7*53-
Modcrn Pulpit, the author (Mr. E. H. Jeffs) (u, QoScf
mon of the late Dr. Joseph Parker’s on Sabbath j9s
ance as that gentleman knew it in his ear’
Thus

Rise at seven, family prayers. Breakfast at
o'clock. Sunday school at nine, church at t w
then home to cold dinner. One hour of Foxes thl
Martyrs, then Sunday school at two. Home to ¢
another hour of Foxe’s Hook of Martyrs, t'iellQloT,
round the pianoforte. Then evening church. pin™
by cold supper, more hymns round the pianoforte -y lil
prayers. Then to bed. Bring up a child in thc ~frol
should go, and when he is old he will not dcP°®
it...WONTHE!!"”

Religious journals please copy.

The following item is from a Kent paper :-y. pvir
The age-old quarrel between Churchmen al'«uth’
conformists has opened again. This time itisa ‘y, 1'
at-Plone, where the Parish Council has elected ™ ' p 1l
Chandler as a school manager, and his election a” tk
endorsed by the Kent Education Committee- *
Vicar of St. Paul's, Swanley, objects, and rt )SJ
recognize a Nonconformist as a manager of |,
“ Church ” school. But the “ Church ” school
tabled partly by the contributions of rate-payert,
men and Nonconformist alike. When shall We 8 s
that we are living in 1931—not in the Middle ir
The curious may care to note that squabbles a
these are due to a religion which specializes 111- :jti
hood and Love. Someone has said that the d lllh ,0*-
ligioti was the only thing that would bring pesef pi.il"
tlie nations. W-hy, it cannot cure itself yet of Pi>
discord around a parish pump!
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National Secular Society.

PRVAN

> Funds of the National Secular S°d(Jty
leRally controlled by Trust Deed, and those w
““tart, the Society by gif. 0, beguest mmy »
V,Ih complete confidence that any money so

"Il be properly administered and expen ¢

rile following form of bequest is suffmient or

dy’ne who desires fo benefit the Society y

1 hereby give and bequeath to the

'S °1 1cS”y), free of all dea lor all or
trustees of the National Secular So N said
a'y of the purposes of-the Trus . hed by two
Society, and | direct that a rcceip <« nood

°f the trustees of the said Society shall be
discha- .
arge to my executors for the said legacy,

”

W ., . "formation concerning the Trust Deed and
"istration may be had on application.
TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Ps8. >
a Pifcn f  Yes, the Pope appears to have his hands full
ae . Rt Hie tremenbous -mass of organized ignor-
¢, nhnd credulity that lies behind the Roman Catholic

@ 11 WU not easily be overcome. Thanks for cuttings.

‘AT I>EHN>—Pleased to have your appreciation of our
\¢ G "umber. Very many of our readers are following

heir 2XatnPle and preserving a copy of that issue among

i > treasures,”

"th!'HI;s-W e feci flattered. We have had many letters
t-t IR u* for the articles on Spain, but we do not think
ho, B Ue= stand, thev are suitable for separate publicv
L2 1i) " .situation is not stable enough for that. As we
KUg Bf mtention of the articles was to stop the game
"1, "ith Preethought in Spain that was played
Pegple ot' VAKt in Russia.  If we have placed our own

C« 1ttleir guard, it is enough for the time being.

« ' ‘thanks, but not quite up to standard.

—g\;‘%‘ox. -)o you seriouslv think that an uneducated
s peasant who may have lived about two thousand
1'W ec'rfO Qupf really act as the world’s teacher on social
«i”™i-mic problems to-day? It is almost too absurd for

I ™KL,

' 10 Rev. Barr’'s pamphlet is on the usual lines of

Bibit 11 O Ly hook or crook are determined to make the
X great save all of humanity.

hre "
rtliilﬁ Ccllinkcr ” is supplied to the trade on fate or
rch.. ANy difficulty in securing copies should be at once
n_ Mod 1 this office.
’(‘;ectUar S°ciety, Limited office is at & Farringdon
the » ' London' E.C.4.
A j “Ond Secular Society's Office is at.62 Farringdon
Kn jhL°ndon' E.C.4.

«e,ﬁf services of the National Secular Society in con

% _(a}°Hh Secular Burial Services are required, all com-

Niclens should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.
Resetti, giving as long notice as possible.

1idrcd or Editor of the " Freethinker "’ should be
"k 333 6r Farringdon Street, London, E.C.q.

i
1y,. WIO send us newspapers would enhance the favour
0ilcIJ™S tke passages to which they wish us to call
I,°n.
O/;’\’ literature should be sent to the Business Manager
“lid i°ncer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
tfo, [© the Editor.

H,~ rxthinker ” will  be forwarded direct from the pub
°/Tice at the following rates (Home and Abroad):—
r 'Sl-1 half year, 7/6; three months, 319.
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Sugar Plums.

We are glad to say that the issue of our Jubilee hum-
ber has resulted in a distinct rise in the circulation of thé
paper. May we now point out that this is a good time
for our friends to push the paper among their acquaint-
ances. It is the best kind of praise they can give us for
our work, and the only, kind of praise we value. Some
time ago we suggested that if each one resolved to pro-
vide a new reader, and fine himself or herself to the ex-
tent of an extra copy weekly until it was done, this would
be a very real help. We are doing what we can to make
the paper better known by different methods of advertis-
ing, but what we can do is, naturally very restricted.
Until the paper becomes wealthy, our chief help must he
that of personal recommendation. It is a paper worth
recommending—even though “ we says it as shouldn’t.”

We are pleased to hear that the Glasgow venture in
opening a bookstall at the juncture of West Regent
Street and Renfield Street was very successful. The sales
exceeded expectations, and the Branch hopes to chronicle
a steady improvement. We trust they will not be dis-
appointed, and we again advise all Freethinkers in Glas-
gow and district to give the movement their cordial sup-
port.

Our energetic friend, Mr. Joseph Lewis, of New York,
never misses an opportunity of joining legal issue with
the Churches in their endeavours to use the State to
sectarian ends. It seems there is a move to use the
machinery of the schools to collect funds for the Salva-
tion Army. Mr. Lewis has written to the authorities
concerned stating that if this is attempted lie will ask
the Courts to prevent it being done. Technically, the
American Constitution, is freer from religion than is our
own, and we wish, Mr. Lewis success in any move he
undertakes. At all events he will have the opportunity
of ventilating a public scandal.

Mrs. Kttie A. lloruibrook has added to her other use-
ful health books Restoration Exercises for Women
(Heinemann, 5s.). The work is simply written and
covers the ground of dieting as well as exercises. There
is nothing in it that any woman cannot easily follow,
and, so far as man resembles woman, he also will find it
usefully  suggestive.  Modern  civilization = makes
dependable works of this kind increasingly necessary,
and Sir Arthur Keith, in a Foreword to the author, ex-
presses our own conviction when he says that “ the health
of the womanhood of England would be vastly raised to-
wards the ideal if what you teach could he brought
to the lady who lolls on her chesterfield, as well as to the
washerwoman who stands at her tub.” Health is, or
ought to be everybody’s business and advice of the kind
given here, with no expensive apparatus required, and
given in language that even a child may follow would
surely mean fewer or smaller doctor’s bills, and greater
cpntentment with life as a consequence. There are plates
illustrating the exercises recommended, and sotue useful
notes on the preparation of food.

Cardiff and Neath saints arc reminded that Mr. G.
Whitehead will be lecturing in those districts this week.
Details will be found in the lecture guide column. There
is a Branch of the N.S.S. in Cardiff which will co-operate
in the meetings there. The local Secretary is very keen,
and will be on the watch for unattached Freethinkers.

Following on the Annual Conference of the N.S.S. at
Liverpool, Mr. G. Whitehead reports some very good
meetings in the open-air resulting in many questions, a
number of enquiries as to the Society’s work, and good
sales in literature.
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National Secular Society.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE,

Wiiit-Sunday, May 24, 1931.

Members and delegates were punctually at their
places in the Conference Hall, at the Washington
Hotel, Liverpool, when the President took the chair
and the General Secretary called the roll. The
branches represented were : Bradford, Mrs. M. Bul-
mer, H. L. Searle; Brighton, L. M. W. Easterbrook;
Bolton, W. H. Sisson; Birmingham, J. Clayton; Beth-
nal Green, C. J. Harrison; Chester-le-Street, J. T.
Brighton, J. Walton; Cardiff, J. Marsh; Darlington,
J. Anderson; Glasgow, A. Jackson; Liverpool, W.
McKelvie; Manchester, W. Blaney, J. E. Addy; New-
castle, T. Dixon; Nelson, R. Hartley; North London,
A. D. McLaren; Plymouth, W. J. W. Easterbrook;
Paisley, J. McMillan; Perth, J. Wingate; Swansea,
W. T. A. Skinner; South London, G. Whitehead,
Shotts, R. Parker; Shields, R. Chapman, Mrs. A.
Shortt; West London, H. J. Savory, E. C. Saphin;
West Ham, Mrs. H. Rosetti, Mrs. E. Vcnton, R. L.
Venton. There was a good attendance of members
from various parts, in addition to delegates.

The Agenda was a long one, and the President, Mr.
Chapman Cohen, lost no time in getting well on the
way to business. The Minutes of the last Conference
were taken as read, and the Executive’s Annual Re-
port, read by the President (and published in full
last week) adopted. Motion No. 3 was the adoption
of the Financial Report, proposed by Mr. Stafford
(Liverpool) and seconded by Mr. J. T. Brighton
(Chester-le-Street). Questions were asked and satis-
factorily answered.

Motion No. 4 was the election of the President,
Air. Stafford, the President of the Liverpool Branch,
taking the chair, during the retirement of Mr. Cohen.
He gave a short but splendid tribute to the work Mr.
Cohen had done in the past, after which Mr. Harri-
son proposed and Mr. Brighton seconded that Mr.
Cohen should he re-elected President of the National
Secular .Society for the coming year, the members
present responding with great acclamation. Mr.
Cohen again took the chair, and in a few well chosen
words thanked them all for the honour they had given
him, and again could only say that he would continue
to do his best.

Motion No. 5 was the election of the Secretary by
the Executive, and the President proposed and Mr.
Jackson (Glasgow) seconded that Mr. R. H. Rosetti
should be elected. Air. Cohen said that during the
past year Mr. Rosetti had fulfilled his duties most ad-
mirably, and had been a great help to him personally.
The motion was unanimously carried.

Mrs. Venton (West Ham) moved and Mr. Stafford
seconded that Mr. C. G. Quinton should be re-elected
Treasurer. Carried.

Mr. Savory (West London) moved and Mr.
Williams seconded that Messrs Theobald be re-elected
Auditor. Carried.

The nominations for the new Executive were
elected as printed. Mr. Jackson, who seconded the
motion that the nominations be voted en bloc, re-
gretted that so few of the retiring members were
present. The President joined in the regret, but
said that so far as could be seen there was no way
workable in which this difficulty could be overcome.

Mr. L. M. W. Easterbrook raised the question of the
creation of a new electoral area, which would properly
take in such a Branch as the one recently formed in
Brighton. He moved that the Executive be in-
structed to revise rule 7, in order to pepnit the crea-

tion of new electoral area. This was secon

carried. ooBakd
Motion 9, moved by the Executive ant

by Mr. Clayton was : heartol.
That this Conference desires to offer it§ Hetie"
congratulations to the Freethinker on the co™ / pd
of its fiftieth year of publication; and desire®™"
on record its appreciation of the manner m 7 viecc d
Freethinker has placed its columns at thc”s s
the National Secular Society; Conference  j.re

presses its consciousness of the debt w1l pld
thought in this country owes the Frecthin 6]
and unwavering championship of 10
thought, speech and publication.’
Mr. W. J. W. Easterbrook supported the 1
a reader of the National Reformer and of 1 <tre
thinker from the first number, and put °r"
suggestion given by Mr. W. Heaford, that "
now prepare for the centenary of our paPer' life
most desirable to make the effect oil pubh  julJ
thought of the Freethinker permanent, andZ anort™
do our best to raise the Endowment Trust | jqp-
73,000 at least. He thought the sketch of 1 jje
thinker in the Jubilee number magnificcn™.»
wished, however, to move an addendum to
After the word “ publication ” :(— (MO
“and it pledges itself to make and suppo' "lC
endeavour to raise the Endowment Fund o furtllr
guired X10)000 °f invested capital; and
authorizes the Executive to make whatever *  jjC
ments may appear necessary or desirah ™ jr
future to secure that the Freethinker sha
violably the official organ of this Society- licv
Mr. A. D. McLaren seconded, and pointed O/ \ini-
necessary it was to make the paper self-s"*
to increase the circulation. He recalled "°'
he was when his first article appeared in its Export
Mr. Savory (West London) was proud to ¢ £+
the addendum, and said he had read the Ft™e ™ jir
since 1883. He thought the revenue miff"
creased by securing more advertising. pen 1
Mr. Sam Cohen wondered what would
the title of the paper were changed. ,
The President, in his reply, said that tic
nothing to fear at present about the Freethi'l' ffif
in any case a change in the title would not a

continuity of the paper. . Jpl
Motion No. 10 for Liverpool and
Branches was proposed by Mr. Shortt ac it

“ That this Conference protests against gJigH
tude of the Government as expressed in the
Performance (Regulation) Bill, which, r. to
tending the existing freedom with Jen'
rational enjoyment of a day of rest, affy
strengthen the hands of Sabbatarians, q
upon all who seek the mental, moral, aflci 1 Y
welfar the people the need to a 'l ,,tIA
peal1 cﬁ-{ restr?ctlgns upon ﬁﬁ %@@g@a
He thought that the Bill opened a new daUffe™ e p

much as the Councils could hand over their r2
ollC
to the licensing magistrates, thus giving
chance to appeal. rjed-
Mrs. Rosetti, seconding, the motion was c3'jOr
Mr. G. Whitehead moved Motion No. 11
South London Branch :—

“ That the Immediate Practical Objects be a ™ »
in such ways as to make them accepta"
Freethinkers.” dar

Mr. McMillan (Paisley) seconded, and
the fifth paragraph from end of the leaflet o
diatc Practical Objects, seemed too politic®*;.

Mr. Easterbrook thought we should alter "1 rib'l
“ labour ” fo “ bodies of persems.” ?Hie, ~pjt®
said such an alteration would first have to "e} ™ "
the Agenda, but he could see no the 'l
the paragraph. It reflected perhaps some ot . pal
jects we were fighting for at the time, and 'v 1
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lIOv been .
avaysa - "°U Ol accePted, and such things were

kettled , Constant reminder of what early I'reethought

logt . . r further discusslon the motion-was
'y two votes.

MMIs- Venton proposed and Mr. Shortt seconded
I0' No. 12 by the West Ham Branch

That in view of the general dissatisfaction with
Uc Wireless service on Sundays, this Conference
NSgests to all holders of a wireless licence that per-
«lt ¢ Pressyre should be brought to bear on the
tiv £ gyelset'fer or otherwise, to provide an alterna-
Srvj'Aprainme during such times as the religious
*i0?» being transmitted, and failing this pro-
bet , 11 suggests that a plebiscite of licence holders

cn In order to test feeling on this subject.”

v j~bn ton, in support, thought Freethinkers were
Keith "if 'vrFing, wh ibl i 1
"M<- He had had ﬁr’“{fﬁ?{é{?{orﬁpfmg geﬁﬂeméﬂ;]ﬁé\g

butt-

to the effect that the majorit
IO sgrvice.  Mr. H. Black thought we
a C

Che*. against a brick wall. He got plenty of
fUiQRt out of the religious services.  Airs Brigh

Crlrtal ox.d
=1l

.- e , . unOWw
andAir. W J. W. Easterbrook vos|

i? '« .0 conduct tlic plebiscite? Ht»
"wing addendum as part 2 of the mo Rational
"That this Annual Conference in.
Secular Society protests against the g and con.
ensivc religious propaganda °{ ie ' * Ajn, Com-
silers that iIn common fairness t w secular
"nttee should at least scr.

~grammes during such tunes & the r -
Mees and talks are being transmitted.

Al Jackson
earried.
oti°’n No

seconded and the motion as a whole

13 by Air. Air. G. H. Taylor :(—

h\'/.\eTQfat this Conference by recognizing the import-

i press campaign and the work done by this

r ed's when there is concerted and persistent effoit,

upends that a publicity committee be estab-

J j , ‘nconnexion with every branch of the N.S.S.

J? a view to correcting all misrepresentations
lu'h occur in the public press.”

supported his motion with some excel-
5%,,UMC and Air. Ready, in seconding, gave an
Kn,.Unt of his Branch’s success in Liverpool, and in
M zens of letters published in the local press.
M 5 Qf Bradford, was equally successful, and
M.S.en°rtt bought we should always use the words
sfii ' after the writer’s name. Air. Black was in full
ey, y‘ and instanced (as a Manchester man) that
MN§ n,lcfiester Guardian was one of the few papers
H  Wintry which mentioned Ferrer in connexion
file nrecent revolution in Spain.
~oti0  ~resident, with some final
M/V"™'” it was carried,
MJt;;nSﬁ\(/)ory for the West London Branch, moved

15

C - rile 7. clauses and 2 ig the general con-
avin,n *e revised so as to pi\it each Branch
Trhh  twenty-five or more memb to appoint one
\, < on the Executive.”

advice, i>nt the

?M[\rqr |t NI. W. Easterbrook seconded. Air.
ltarciles lolight the proposal would encourage

jM the To °btain more than twenty-five memhers,
Nitclie *res'dent pointed out this might prevent
4 nies having fewer than twenty-five members
S w II*)inting a member to the Executive. After
f'f%k' (fkctission, it was proposed that the motion
amended to read that Branches of more
Y tli¢ ,'nty-five members should appoint a member
M~ Xecutive irresiiective of area representation.
M. T carried.
@iJL ahbin, for the West London Branch, moved
1No. 16

38

“ That where necessary the Executive be em-
powered to defray the travelling expenses of one
delegate from each Branch to the Annual Con-
ference.”

and Air. Wingate seconded. Air. Saphin had every
sympathy for the poorer Branches which wished to be
represented at the Conference, but were unable to do
so for lack of funds.

The President pointed out this would mean ,615°
to ~200 extra expense for the N.S.S., and would
really be an expensive item. Airs. Rosetti and Air.
Savory were both against the motion, and they
thought Branches should do their best to provide ex-
penses themselves. Air. Wingate thought a Confer-
ence with its opportunities of making members ac-
quainted with each other and broadening their views
was an excellent thing, and every help should be
given. Air. Alonks and Dr. Carmichael spoke against
the motion, and the President wound up the debate
with a resumé of the position and some well needed
advice on making Branches pay their way. He
thought more effort should be made to secure local
help—though Headquarters was always willing to
help in every possible way.

The motion was not carried.

Alotion No. u7 was moved by Mr.
Easterbrook :—

“ That this Conference deplores the lack of mili-
tancy amongst large numbers of Freethinkers in the
country, and calls upon the Executive to arrange
for an intensive and extensive propaganda that will
servé to awaken a determined effort to eliminate the
power of superstition, organized and unorganized,
from the lives of the people.”

Air. Sissons seconded, and after discussion,
motion was carried;
Q11 behalf of the Executive, the President moved
Motion No. 18 :—
“ That in view of the approaching centenary of
the birth of Charles Bradlaugh (September 26, 1933)
this Conference is of opinion that steps should be
taken to celebrate that event in a striking and suit-
able manner, and authorizes the Executive to con-
sider the best way in which this could he done, and
report progress at the 1932 Conference.”

The President said that this was not the time to
enter into details of what might be done, but it was
clearly fitting that the National Secular Society was
the proper body to undertake such a Centenary meet-
ing. Bradlaugh was a man who cut his name very
deeply into the life of his day, and not enough had
been done by Freethinkers outside this Society to keep
his name before the general public. If the resolu-
tion was carried it would be the duty of the Execu-
tive to prepare plans to place before the Conference
at its next meeting. After some further discussion
the resolution was carried.

For the Birmingham Branch Air. J. Clayton moved
Alotion No. 19 ;—

“ That the place of the Animal Conference be voted
upon and decided six months before the date
thereof.”

Air. Eastcrbbrook seconded, and after some discus-
sion it was suggested that the “ six ” months should
he amended to “ four.” This was then proposed by
Air. Stafford and seconded by Air. Jackson and
carried.

For the Fulham Branch Air.
Alotion No. 20 :—

“ That in the opinion of this Conference it is ad-
visable that a standing committee be formed, com-
posed of representatives of various bodies who are
willing to co-operate in the promotion of any of the
objects of the National Secular .Society, so that
political emphasis may be given to the securing of
those objects.”

L. M. W.

the

Savory proposed
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After some discussion the President said lie could
not see how we could order anybody to co-operate.
It was always the practice of the N.S.S. to form or
join Committees for the promotion of common work
for such purposes concerning which there existed
agreement. There could be no harm in passing the
resolution, which would be only a reaffirmation of a
policy already in operation.

Mr. McKelvie moved Motion No. 22 for Liverpool,
West Ham, West London, and Chester-le-Street
Branches :—

“ That this Conference .deplores the policy of suc-
cessive governments in their continuously attempted
bargaining with the rival Christian sects on the
question of religious teaching in the schools; it
strongly condemns the present Government in con-
niving at the suspension of one of its own educa-
tional measures, through fear of the religious vote,
and again reiterates its conviction that no solution
to the educational problem will be found until all
schools receiving State-support are restricted to sub-
jects defined as “ secular ” by the Education Code,
and further urges that the Executive presses the
Secular Solution upon the public by every means
within its power.”

Mr. Brighton seconded, and after discussion, it was
carried.

For the Fulham Branch, Mr. Savory moved Motion
No. 23 :—

“ That this Conference regrets that no steps have
yet been taken towards the formation of a class for
the training of speakers.”

He dwelt upon the difficulties of untrained speakers
and every effort should be made to assist them. Much
sympathy was expressed with the resolution, and it
was left for the Executive to see what could be done
to help.

The remainder of the Conference time was taken
up with three very excellent papers, one by Mrs.
Rosetti, on “ From a Woman'’s Standpoint one by
Dr. Carmichael, on “ Brotherhood and one by Mr.
Egerton Stafford, on “ Magic and Christianity.”
These will appear later in the Freethinker.

The President having briefly thanked the Liverpool
Branch for the splendid manner in which it had enter-
tained the Conference, a most successful and inspir-
ing Conference came to a close. We all left pleased
with what had been done, and with high hopes of
what lay before 1Is in the near future. 11.C.

More About the Roman Catholic
Holy Shop.

(Concluded from page 327.)

Luther first heard of Tetzel indirectly. We must
premise that Luther though technically a monk, was
professor of philosophy at the University of Witten-
burg, and as far as learning went in those days, was
in the front rank. He was also preacher in the town
church. He found that some of his parishioners were
taking to loose ways, and they explained to him that
it was alright, they had got indulgences from Tetzel.
This brought Luther into action. He not only told
these licensed ” reprobates what he thought about
them and Tetzel’s wares, but he preached in the
church on the subject. In effect, as F'roude remarks,
Luther looked at those wares of Tetzel’'s and said,
“ Your pardons are no pardons at all, no letters of
credit on heaven, but flash notes of the Bank of Hum-
bug, and you know it. They did know it, and the
Conscience of every man in Europe answered back
that what Luther said was true . . .” “ Tetzel
bayed defiance and the Dominican friars took up the
quarrel. If souls could not be sung out of pugratory,
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their occupation would be gone.”  There wes tj*
danger. For this purgatory business had thplisl(j
'a practitioners all over Europe. Tetzel was (L
one very conspicuous example The ¢ 5%!&8&

but by sav;nllSneSS Weas not letter of indi
regular ,V f18\niasses- “ To be a mass priest wes »

could Lrn SSIOH m " hich- with little trouble an f
ordained? 1f mfortabfe living. He had only t°f

“an $he equighméfitV Hegeisﬁtﬁffml,&
masses were paid for at so much a dozen, n
every mass said so many years were struck O ™ je
the penal period. Two priests were sometmi t
seen muttering away at the opposite sides 7f
altar like a couple of musical boxes playing ( ,0
parts of the same tune at the same time, it 1l ted
difference. The upper powers had what they '1
If they got the masses and the priests got t.
all parties were satisfied. (One considers, m-
that the “ upper powers ” at least were eas* 5" te
tied. Still this is one of the assumption5
Roman Catholic so-called religion). j W
With their vested interests so criticized a  jf
dangered, the priests would have killed ~
they could have managed it in due form. Cut '~™.3
action brought out, and so revealed, a trenw
amount of public opinion i agreement = ¢ghw
Assassination would have been bad policy, u ~ k
same it was a dangerous time for Luther- lit
showed himself fearless. On December 31’ 1 ,flork
nailed up his famous 95 theses on the churc1 ~pgs
Wittembury. He had not consulted a'F
friends. lie took all the risk himself. It W8S @
act, for it was a slap in the face for the PoPe; d
always been considered as the dramatic begll
the Reformation. uio
We are here only concerned with the ™ tre
swindles of Holy Shop and not with the liistoD pis
Reformation so can only be brief with Lntm ™ tt
importance to the Shop can be guaged by the * (d
the “ save you from hell and purgatory ” ScQlljitd
which Tetzel’s indulgences were but a part) at'c tard
for a third of the Shop’s revenue. Another <4
would be rent and other interest on cap'tl pjd
another third from political taxes, e.g., b’
States and other political subsidies of winch *
counterpart to-day in England is the grant to
Catholic schools from rates and taxes. Oncc”
with his criticisms however Luther went for"' ~t'e
attacked much more than the indulgences, « ik
situation became so serious for the Shop 1 }ticE
Chairman of Directors had to sit up and take ~fie
A Papal Legate (a very important person 11‘)ttk
Shop’s point of view) was sent to Germany f”
stopper on Luther. A few years before, the s o
would have been a fire and the priests did call £ ,dl
The Legate sent for Luther to Augsburg, an< 4V
there was danger of assassination he went' ™Y
Legate ordered him to recant. Luther refll-
told the Legate to prove his case! The Leg™"™"id
public opinion so strong that he dare not burn i
—at least dare not do it at Augsburg. So EC1jj IL
him to send Luther to Rome, where he c°tc(j k
burned without trouble. The Legate repol”™goP
would want an army. As showing what 1
considered as of most importance the Legate t°’Lg IT_|
b

a»l S i:

~ai'

found himself forced to temporize, let it be
Luther on the quiet that if lie would retract

the question of indulgences he (the Legate) " off)
satisfied. It was the money aspect that was k
the Shop. Luther told the Legate it con \(litit]
done—and he went home. It happened that P ful
events kept the Pope too busy to look after FI1L . firl
1521, by which time his importance was of tk
nothing less than the Diet (the supreme coita-1
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‘erpire) could deal with him. He WrS~""safe”~on-

“FRar before it. They had to Rive " though
<t "hat was more they had to hon > priests
IVr., («,, ,rote a to««

'leniently urged them not to. , was its
Whever, was firm in its decision that its {aith
Wd> (It is still Roman Catholic doctrme t
S*«* bekept if it is, or seems,

'e They are an absolutely uiitriis uoi j the
, Thrs>Kssion of the Diet of * « “ '* ~ '] i »
Jihest if not the greatest event m Europe

Sne that battle of Tours which decided that n

~  to be Christian and not Hahom o{
.jfry a thousand years the tyrann> * p ope said
thePapacy had fettered Europe. What fae sait\ it.
'as to be accepted as true just beca { they

't the priests said, went. “~hl ~ death. Luther
hike ovit, were tortured and hurnec ™ Jie be-

red'iturated a new era. What he hche~em”ht be
‘fded because he had reasoned it out. or t-'

Ptn Qr.false pyut he claimed the right to form his
iiay. §"ion and to criticize Pope or priests if neces-
niist ait ~ ey. wanted to change his opinions they
tivat t,nbl't by reasoned argument. The right of

a'y dilpf d m?nt-that is what Luther, more than
torg ms(qg]}q. fnan, restored to Europe. He went
Press Friends met him outside the city to im-
'C U Lim the risk he ran.
fln

They knew the safe

was>to the priests, a scrap of paper. Ihe>
n'ed him of Huss, who very similarly had beer

i «ided to the Council of Constance with all nnag-

and safe conducts -and had been put

feet bj,T Ulto a stone dungeon, three feet wide, six

been i, ' @’ d seven feet six inches long, and later had

ves bi.f'ne<P  Luther was firm. The next day he
That'~ i,le Diet «AlLril>r52i).

filh Jor, SIOl,Id have come to this at all,

dilt

in days of
'l "'handed authority was sufficiently remark-

ﬁepry\%e Q1 the raised dais, sat the sovereign of half
Hein,r (Charles V., Emperor of Germany, King of
'L1,” ttc=> On either side of him stood the arch-
fiippir® I'le ~'nisters of State, the Princes of the
°fa, ' fathered together to hear and judge the son
'r,1IK)0r miner.
MfLs-! °dy °f the hall was thronged with knights and
"pier :lern’ hard men in dull gleaming armour.
tre ol his brown frock was led forward between
r, f he looks which greeted him were not all
Tliff V'y- The first article of a German credo was
'hat a 11 Cou'fage. They were not without pride
liy thyl? Q" co'intryman of theirs should have taken
fittjq], >Gad the great Italian priest. They had
SLIUli UOng themselves that come what would, there
5sttic]  fair play. As Luther passed up the hall
« W *«“ touclied liim on the shoulder with his
; “ Pluck up thy spirit, little monk,” he
t'lk i Sme of us here have seen warm work in our
“ nn by my troth nor | nor any knight in this
"tIeSW eVer neecfecl a stout heart more than thou
|h44 ilow' If thou hast faith in these doctrines
Httle monk go on.” Luther threw up his
~N°rWarts,” he said,
bain a'l0*e two hours.  Finally “ Confute me by
itrc ‘Y8"ments or | neither can nor will recant.
Spmea»d |- | can do no other.
1Uea n,°/,th! People, oil his way to the hall had
Peilli"t to Luther not to recant “ as in a kind of
thy  Petition.” Was it not in reality our petition
jfialy Petition of the world lying in dark bondage
'ritg] pp Under a black spectral bipHtmane and triple
'fit. ,, b'mera calling itself Father in God, and hat
~ntl ree us; it rests with thee; desert us not.”
tdfat  'bd not desert us . . . it is, as we say, the

X6

all lay there. Had Luther in that moment done
other it had all been otherwise.” (Carlyle : Heroes
and Hero Worship).

Luther though a brave, a good, a great man was
still a product of his age. Though he got out of
Catholicism he did not get out of Christianity. But
he carried the Nordics a good step on the road of pro-
gress. He caused the Shop to have to put up its
shutters in the North, but did not drive it out of busi-
ness. Among the Latin races it carried on much as
usual, and does so to this day. Owing to a mistaken
idea of toleration it has been allowed to re-enter once
forbidden territory with its bucket shops. We hope
to* give some more account of its long-firm frauds in
future articles. The story of Luther, however, may
be said to emphasize this fact for those who are at-
tacking the Italian confidence tricksters. Their
Financial swindles form a very vulnerable point of at-
tack. The Freethinker has recently shown up a few
of these money-under-false-pretences dodges, thanks
to various readers, some as far away as Canada and
Australia. Such exposures are excellent for propa-
ganda work, and we suggest that as many as possible
should be reported and published.

C. R. Boyd Freeman.

The Charlatan who Founded Theosophy.

Tiieosopiiists will not be pleased to find Helena V.
Blavatski, their founder summed up as “ one of the most
accomplished, ingenious and interesting charlatans of
history,” but after reading Ephesian’s The Mysterious
Madame (Bodley Head, 7s. 6d.), one can come to no other
conclusion.

Helena Blavatsky was a prophet, a medium and a
magician, born in Russia a hundred years ago, and even
in her childhood she told most incredible stories with
cool assurance. It is difficult to separate the fact from
the fiction, even in Ephesian’s book for the author first
of all tells her life story as she herself narrated it, and
then tells her life story as it really was.

Her life was a life of wonders, spent in mystical
studies, in journeys to Tibet and so on, according to her-
self. In actual fact she eloped from her husband with
an Englishman, joined a circus, became mistress of a
singer, left him and married an Englishman, with whom
she went to America where she entered public notoriety.

For many months she tried to earn a living as a
spiritualist, as a writer, and as a public character, and
then she met Olcott, who became her publicity manager.
Olcott she described as a “ windbag full of vanity,” and
“ a perfect bag of conceit and silliness,” but lie was use-
ful to her, and what was better still lie believed in her
powers.

It would be wearisome to rejieat the long list of frauds
and deceptions which Madame practised; they can all be
read in the book where they are described in detail.

From America Madame went to other places, and ulti-
mately to India, where the new religion she preached
won much support, and where she tricked eminent people
into believing her. A scandal which showed up some of
her tricks almost ruined her, but the time came when
there were sufficient people in the so-called civilized
world to support her. .

The last chapter in the book is well worth the atten-
tion of the Freethinker, for in it the author discusses
the character of Madame Blavatsky. He first of all says
that no one who studies her life can accept her at her
disciples’ nor at her enemies’ valuation. For instance,
her admirers have said, “ About the middle of the nine-
teenth century, the Trans Himalayan Masters of Wisdom
began to prepare an agent through whom they could give
to the world so much of the Eight of Truth as cyclic law
permitted. That agent was H.P.B,”

Another one has even gone so far as to allege that the
Reformation in Europe was part of the Theosophical
system, and the formation of the American Republic and
the Declaration of Independence great steps forward iq

foment in modern history; the germ of it jthat system.
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Her enemies oil the other hand have alleged that she
was a Russian spy.

Ephesian considers she loved notoriety, and craved
excitement and power. She wished to keep secret the
squalid casual life led with her lovers, and so advanced
as an excuse for her long absences that she was secretly
pursuing occult knowledge in uncharted lands.

“ So long as Spiritualism was fashionable in America
she remained a Spiritualist, and claimed to be able to
evoke spirits more potent and exotic than any other
medium. When Spiritualism suffered a decline she
gladly assisted Olcott in founding a Theosophical
.Society to import Egyptian wizards and materialize ele-
mentdis. Another medium invented the Chevalier Louis ;
H.P.B. countered with a whole Brotherhood of Luxor.
When the Arya Samaj offered her society its only hope
of survival she shifted her interest to Oriental philo-
sophy and sailed for India.

Ceylon welcomed her and she became a Buddhist, and
an exponent of Karma. Discovering that Hindus be-
lieved in the physical existence of miracle working
Mahatmas, she declared herself their constant and inti-
mate associate.”

She triumphed, says the author, because a belief in
Magic is ingrained in human nature.

It would be interesting to learn the opinion of ortho-
dox Theosophy on this interesting and revealing life
story. NkciiijU.s.

Obituary.

Rkv. Walter Walsh.

W ith genuine regret we have to record the death of the
Rev. Walter Walsh. Dr. Walsh has for long been a well-
known figure in all sorts of advanced movements in
London, and by his steadfast adherence to principle was
regarded with respect and even affection by many who
did not share his religious views, nebulous as they were
from a doctrinal point of view. He was one of the
smaller number of people who never speculated as to the
popularity of an opinion before expressing it. He had
a genuine conviction of the value of freedom of thought
and speech, not merely for himself, but for other people,
and had all the educated .Scot's contempt for those who
waited for what they called “ a favourable opportunity ”
before saying what they thought. For many years he
was a popular and powerful preacher in his church at
Dundee, until his growing heresy forced him to break
with all the Churches. In that trying time it was good
to hear him say that the one paper in Britain from which
he received most appreciation and sympathy was the
Freethinker—a man of his warm humanity could ap-
preciate sympathy, and readily extend it. He founded
the Free Religious Movement, and most of his addresses
at Lindsey Hall, Notting Gate, might well have
been delivered in a Freethought hall. He was a staunch
upholder of the Secular Education policy, and a strong
advocate of the abolition of the Blasphemy Laws. | am
sure he will leave with all that knew him the memory of
a strong, upright and tender personality.—C.C.

Mary Jane White.

It is my painful duty to record the death of Mary Jane
White, aged fifty-nine, the dearly beloved wife of Alex.
White of Poplar Street, South Moor, County of Durham.
Interment took place at Stanley Cemetery on May 3L
Deceased was an ardent and life-long Secularist, who
with other members of the family were staunch sup-
porters of the National Secular Society. After an opera-
tion at the Newcastle Royal Infirmary, realizing the un-
certainty of survival, she expressed a desire for a
Secular funeral service to be read at her grave. This
wish was duly carried out by Mr. C. J. Keast, President
of Newcastle Branch of N.S.S.

YOU WANT ONE.

N.S.S. BADGE.—A single Pansy flower,
size as shown; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver. This emblem has
been the silent means of introducing many
kindred spirits. Brooch or Stnd Fastening.
Price gd., post free.—From

Xlifi {General Secretary, N.S.S., 6a Farringdon St, BAVA.
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SUNDAY I[IECTUEE NOTICES, $tc

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Stree, ~ ~
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they *
inserted.

LONDON,

OUTDOOR

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, °
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mrs. E. Grout—* The God walcls_le(ﬂﬁa

Finsbury Park N.S.S.—Mr. A. D. McLaren
11.15. ;

Fulham and Chei.sea Branch N.S.S. (comer o g:n 6ﬁ
Road, North End Road) : Wednesday, 7-30>' r
Saturday, 7.30, Mr. F. Haskell and Mr. R- Bryan =~ te

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’'s Park,
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. McLaren—A Lecture. venini &

North London Branch N.S.S.—Every Tuesday jjestll
80, Mr. L. Ebury will lecture outside Ha®Ps® ed>t
Station, L.M.S., South End Road. Every Thursday
at S.o, Mr. C. Tuson will lecture at Arlington R°3 '

South London Branch N.S.S. (Stonhouse ®iree’pdieo?
Road, 7.30, Mrs. E. Grout—" What do Christians jg. 1
Wednesday, Station Road (near Brixton Station), «gd M
Ebury. Friday, Liverpool Street, Camberwell Ga
Mr. j. Hart. ’ . . Qb

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside Technica
Romford Road, Stratford, E.)) : 7.0, Mr. R. H , .3g ™

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Pal’gzlé r Two
B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood G
6.30, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt, A. D. McLaren aBd \B‘ o o i
Maine. Every Wednesday, at 7.30, Messrs. ga\ﬁ)n]la
C. Tuson; every Thursday, at 7.0, Messrs. E. C
J. . Darby; every Friday, at 7.30, Messrs. A. Ihe a)&i,
and B. A. Le Maine. Current Freethinkers can 1
opposite the Park Gates, on the corner of Edg"3
during and after the meetings.

indoor. , retl"3
Hiohoate Derating Society (Winchester &K &*
Road, Highgate, N).: Wednesday, June 10, ot *
Rose—* The Founder of Christianity. - ged /i:
South Place Ethical Society (Conway Hal*, ittt

Square, W.C.i) 110, S. K. Ratcliffe....” Talking
ligion.”

COUNTRY,

OUTDOOR.

Cardiff Branch N.S.S.—Mr. G. Whitehead win
follows : June 9, 10 and iz, at Pentyrch Stree LO#,
June 11, at Cowbridge Road, outside Wyndhani

each evening. t
Durham.—Tuesday, at 8.0, Mr.'J. T. Brighton; Jay,
Liverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S. ® .a'PTi

.

High Park Street and Park Road, Messrs. Jackson 3  ni
man. All at 7.30. Current Freethinkers 011 sale 3

ings. Au
Newcastle Branch N.S.S.—Bigg Market, at 7- "
ture suP? &
Neath—Mr. George Whitehead will lecture on
Monday evenings. iioy
Newcastle—Wednesday at 8.0, Mr. J. T. Brig™®”
Sunderland.—Saturday and Sunday, at 7.°,
Brighton.
indoor. gtreQ

Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Godwin Cafe, Godwin
Bradford) : 7.30, Members Meeting.

PART-TIME Clerical Post in Bournemouth

a.good writer...who can use discretion i1 dealen F
the public in a semi-government office. Freieren
given to an unmarried mother. Commencing e,u
Apply Box 156 Freethinker, 61 Earringdon Strec™

UNWANTED CHILDS,,

In a Civilized Community there should
UNWANTED Children.
o . -nib
For an lllustrated Descriptive Li»l (68 page»J ol 0:-"
trol Requisite* and Book*, «end a rjfd. »b»®P U

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage B
IMtUkUtk# nitrly Farl* YMfl |
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Set Bargains in New Books.

PSY5°1.06Y AND FOLK LORE. By R. R. Marett.

_Yislietl at 7s. 6d Price 3s. gd. Postage 4j<d,
PPiMJ rlvP

PUT IT CULTURE IN ITALY. By H. J. Rose.

at 7S' 6t' Price 3S' 9tI' Postage 4'/2d.

tYF CULTURE IN GREECE. By H. J. Rose.

Published at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. gd. Postage 4'id.

Histe- M. Garcon and Jean Vinchon. A
°f demonology
ublished at 12s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d.
p'\SAtLNISM Ily, K. a. Weith-Knudsen. A sociological
dT °f the Woman Question from ancient times
? “le Present day.
LOAYDSES 4t 13s- 6d.  Price 4s. 6d.  Postage 6d.
AND morality. By Jacques Fischer. A
'Nlogical interpretation of Human Thought.

N g Idllet at i2s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 4d.
Pk RT HISTOry OF CHRISTIANITY. By S.
tnach. An important work.
HE UlIS'let at 10s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d.
1 UPSY FINGERS. ny]/ Arthur Lynch.  The
Hiding forms of Thought and Action.
T a" Isbed at 7s. 6d. Price 3s. Postage 4d.
p° AND) GENETICS. By M. M. Knight, I. L.

GjT&s* and P. Blanchard. A Study of the biologi-
p and psychological foundations of the family.
Tin! U>Ished at los. 6d. Price 4s. Postage 4d.
jfvTmc of FREETHOUGHT. By Kare Pearson.
Rm.i" ' 'Slet* af J2S. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d.
Ul SOdALISM. By D. Kidd.

YIlpj Shetl a* I0S Frice 2s. 6d. Postage 6d.

t poetical works of robert buchanan.

°uiplete in two volumes.

A p UllsRed at 15s. Price 6s. 6d. Postage gd.

ANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM. By G. J.
Romanes.
A ¢ Ublish™ af 10s. 6d. Price 3s. 6d. Postage Ad.

"GorT history of Christianity. By Salo-
important Work by a

°’N Reinach, 1922. An
1 ending French Freethinker.

I nije Simmonds.

Translated by Flor-

qq. 10s. 6d. Price 4s. 6d. Postage 6d.
WFETE POETICAL WORKS OF ROBERT
"CCHANAN. The Poet of Revolt. 2 Vols.

Iw ~lished at 15s. Price 6s. 6d. Postage gd.

1 SY FYSSIIE SHELLEY, POET AND PIONEER.
h H. S. Saet.

Tlin."Ce Is- 9d.
«omas Paine.

Published at 4s. 6d.

Postage 3d.

Price is. ¢d. Postage 3d.

The Bible and Prohibition.

1
|B|ble and beer j

By G. W. FOOTE.
j A careful examination of the Relations of the Bible
j and Christian leaders to the Drink Question.

\ iTice - Twopence. iostage \d.

Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4, J

3 A 3

Grammar of Freethought.

|
By CHAPMAN COHEN I
(J3loth Bound 5s. i

Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, R.C.4. |

Postage 3i<b
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THE
N ational Secular Society
President:
CHAPMAN COHEN.
Secretary:
R. H. Rosetti, 62 Farringdon Street, London,

E.C

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based

on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super-

natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty;
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis-
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize
morality ; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend
material well-being; and to realize the self-government
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President,
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what-
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

| hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on signing tli«
following declaration :—

I desire to join the National Secular Society, and |

pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in
promoting its objects.

AAAreSS....coeiice e .
OCCUPALION ...t .

Dated this......day Of.......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiniiee 19.......
This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary
with a subscription.
P.S—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per vyear,
every member is left to fix his own subscription according
to his means and interest in the cause.

| The Foundations of Religion |

1 « |

I CHAPMAN COHEN.

| Ninepence )
I

Paper . . .
Postage id. |

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. J
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New (Third) Edition.

Revised and Enlarged.

Christianity Slavery and
<2 Labour as

CHAPMAN COHEN

This work has been revised and enlarged, and contains two plates illustrating

stowing of slaves on board a famous Liverpool slaver. It is the most exhaus-

tive work on the subject in print, and contains a mass of historical and other

information that should be useful to everyone. The book is thoroughly document-
ed, and the references are among its most useful features.

CONTENTS.— Chapter I—Slavery and the Bible. Chapter Il— Paganism and Slavery. Chap-
ter 111—Slavery in the Christian Ages. Chapter IV—The English Slave Trade. Chapter —
American Slavery. Chapter VI— Christianity and Labour. Chapter VII—Black and White-

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Paper Is. 6d. Postage 2d.
Cloth - 2s. 6d. Postage 3d.
The Pioneer PRESS, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
<l M

A Question of the Day.

IATHEISM,

i _ I
Socialism and the jwhat It Is------- What It Means |
Churches ! . !
By CHAPMAN COHEN JOSEPH LEWIS. i
Pricc - THREEPENCE. Postage id. o

The Case for

I Secular Education

\

(1ssued by the Secular Education League)

PRICE SEVENPENOE
Postage id.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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A Book every Freethinker »hould have—

BUDDHA The Atheist

“UPASAKA"
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)
Price ONE SHILLING. Postage Id.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, F.C.4.

Printed and Published by Tus Pioneer Press (G. W.
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| A lecture delivered at the invitatiOI[]J'

: of the Community Church,
New York, U.S.A. 11

S—-

. This is certainly the most remarkable lector® j
ever delivered in a Church.

— — —

The Minister of the Church describes the address !
v Brilliant in the extreme, altogether the best . . |
i meut on Atheism | have ever heard.” Mr. Lewisis .
able and resourceful leader of militant Freetbought 1 |
2 the United States, and a constant thorn in the side ™ |
orthodoxy. Published in 1930 has already run tbroijh J
two editions. We have a limited supply sent from * 0 J
| United States. |

| Price SIXPENCE. By po$t Bevernp¢ncO*
.—4
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Foote and Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London, E-C-4'



