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Views and Opinions.
Ch;«st

,at. Tbe Academy.
Cn,. ‘ fi ill lm'nrl ..... .cart,
foli,°Olls of

mind the row created by the Freethinker 
fifty years ago, the prosecution that

tl •'««. and that this week we are comn

%  u 1)ilee °f lhc 1)aper’ 11 iS a SroveTsy respecting 
an all 'ere should be going on a contr Christian
rel, !eged caricature of the figurehead of tl
f t 01« The News-Chronicle says of Aĥ J sly
J-fcniy exhibition: “  Many people were atW  shorn- < •

-ueiny exhibition : “  
l‘'thtr shocked by Sir W  ilk® 
^nday— jv.d . 33,’ w hich tl 
n,!onSiy as smworn;-- ”Ino

William Orpen’s P^ture ‘Paim 
33,’ which they interpreted rightly

-sty as something like a caricature
critic of the paper says. “  Many w j  f e e l*

not to be there . . . (it) will be regarded as an

• The crowds at Burlington H^ efi£i;re 
t£pt °0< at the comic donkey, bearing a con
l , f c llting the Christ, the kneeling figure be
rílíiKC ai1̂  tbe ridiculous trio beyonc . 

who -Acacie.
,e > .

Viscountess
was one of the fashionable crowd at the 

lfHiUl V Sakl fearfully, “  I just can’t bear it.”  That 
:ikiiIlst w quite enough to justify a prosecution 
'M y  * lr William for blasphemy, since it is blas- 
Mlm aePict anything which a good Christian is 

Mi, t0 M r .
Cfcraecj ani'en Swaffer, who, where religion is con- 

' ca» reel oil stupidities with an ease thatN d
Mon ^ r- Janies Douglas and the Bishop of

«Unis, Sni]ealotis, savs it is irreverent4 It will
jjt lbgors- It will offend,”  and adds : —

"■’itli jj‘ll,.'ts an Assyrinu-looking Christ straddling, 
a wooden-looking donkey with 

^iltfreu “ P, yabbit ears, and near Him, three or four
5i'Uts 0” b°lding unsympathetic palms. . . .  It repre- 
M e  bor<l, as a low type of Levantine sitting as-
M le ,Hi jj- , vvaiov «

t M lta f tlle four figures so far from suggesting an 
1 kill , cr°wd, might be funeral mutes.

Il1'' noted that Mr. Swaffer twice complains

. > il fOW vype Ui J.CVilUUUt: M Lilli}* ilb-
e laf looks like a wliite wooden donkey from 

,s‘ The coarse fingers are upraised in bless-

abont the donkey. I have always suspected that 
Christianity owes a great deal to jackasses, and I ap
preciate Mr. Swaffer’s stand 011 behalf of a reverent, 
one might almost say a thankful treatment of a type to 
which the Christian Church owes so much. I am a 
bit puzzled about what is meant by “  unsympathetic 
palms.”  Perhaps Mr. Swaffer knows of palms that 
look sympathetic. But I am 110 botanist. On a film, 
of course, the palms might have been depicted waving 
about wildly whenever Jesus came near, but that can
not be done in a painting. As to the Assyrian-look- 
ing Jesus, or the Levantine-looking Christ, well, I 
suppose if Jesus ever lived, and if he really was a Jew, 
the odds are in favour of his looking that way. For 
Jews often do look like Jews. Presumably Mr. 
Swaffer would have preferred his looking like a 
British Prime Minister delivering a patriotic oration. 
The stupid appearance of his worshippers cannot he 
helped. That is the way religious folk, when they 
are wrapped in adoration, often look.

*  *  *

That Sacred Atmosphere!
I say this is a curious coincidence to have occurred 

just at this time because it was the daring of the 
Freethinker in depicting the life of Christ in a way 
that put in pictorial form the New Testament story of 
Christ— which is the only life of Christ we have—  
that cost editor, printer, and publisher of the Free
thinker twelve, nine, and three months imprisonment. 
Christians began by demanding that everyone should 
accept their beliefs, or if they did not believe them 
should remain silent. That kind of thing is not quite 
dead now, although there is no method of legal en
forcement of either belief or silence. But there are 
still large numbers of believers who say that they do 
not think that anyone ought to attack their beliefs, 
and others who because they lack courage or dread the 
inconvenience of attacking religion, put forward the 
lame and quite indefensible plea that they believe in 
letting the beliefs of other people alone. But what are 
both these pleas but the surviving remnant of the older 
and more bigoted form? No one is justified in leav
ing alone what he believes to lie a lie. The destruc
tion of wrong beliefs and false ideas are indispensable 
to human progress. Timidity may account for one of 
these pleas, bigotry may account for the other, but 
neither of them can be either morally or intellectually 
justified.

But there still remains the legal and social law 
against laughing at religion, or against treating it 
without “  reverence.” That is the complaint brought 
by the critics cited against Sir William Orpen’s pic
ture. I am not discussing whether the picture is well- 
painted or ill-painted. I do not care one way or the 
other. The complaint made is that it does not treat 
the Christian lay-figures in the standardized manner, 
and so may disturb people’s belief in them. A true
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picture of Jesus -assuming his existence would pre
sent him as a typical wandering Eastern religious 
preacher, and what kind of an impression would that 
make on a British audience? I do not agree that the 
figures are “  comic,”  the really comical tiling is that 
men and women should treat the story as a series of 
historic incidents. But the real offence, as in the case 
of the Freethinker cartoons is that it helps, as they 
helped, to depolarise— to use a very expressive word 
of Wendell Holmes— the figure of Jesus Christ. It 
lifts it out of a mass of unreasoning sentiment and 
helps the unreflecting to see it in something like its 
proper proportions. And until this is done we need 
never expect to see people looking at religion as they 
look at other things.

*  *  *

Those Religious F ee lin g s!
As I have pointed out in another part of this issue, 

it was the unforgivable offence of the Freethinker, 
that it altogether rejected the demand that religious 
subjects should be treated with either reverence or re
spect greater than that which other subjects receive. 
We have simply nothing to do with the “  feelings ”  
that some people have connected with religion. That 
is, indeed, one of the things against which Free
thinkers who know their business have to fight. A 
special treatment for religious “  feelings ”  is in a 
modern society one of the foundation stones of re
ligious privelege and religious tyranny. We have at 
the moment a Government that is afraid to repeal 
laws which prevent the people of this country spend
ing one-seventh of their lives in an orderly, decent, 
and healthy manner, because an organized mob of re
ligious bigots say that their “  feelings ”  will be out
raged by seeing other people doing so. livery man or 
woman sent to prison for blasphemy during the past 
hundred years has been formally condemned because 
he or she hurt the feelings of Christians. “  Don’t hurt 
my feelings,”  is the last cry of a religious intoler
ance that is to-day too ashamed to offer any intel
lectual justification for its existence.

Now' I say quite plainly that not only ought people 
to be taught to laugh at the New Testament legends, 
hut they are never safe until they are able to do so. 
It is the acid test of their mental liberation. They 
must be able to discuss Jesus Christ with the same 
freedom with which they discuss Lloyd George, and 
in the same language. The only things that matter 
in either case is sincerity of conviction, and correct
ness of conception. I have no concern whatever with 
the “  feelings ”  of a man concerning the divinity of 
Jesus or the infallibility of Lloyd George. It is my 
conception that matters, not his. The non-believer 
who retains a special language, a special frame of 
mind, or a special mental attitude when dealing with 
Christianity is either a humbug or has not yet out
grown the Christian frame of mind. I repeat, the 
ability to laugh at Christian stories is the acid test as 
to whether a man is really liberated or not. He must 
learn to laugh at the Christian legends; and when he 
is able to do that, freely and spontaneously, he will 
not need to even trouble to laugh at them. He will 
then be in a condition for dealing with the Christian 
legends as he deals with the religious legends of the 
ancient Egyptians.

*  *  *

Laughter $nd Liberation.
Fundamentally, the claim that Christian beliefs 

must be treated in a standardized manner is an admis
sion that Christianity withers when exposed to com
pletely free criticism, and can only exist when the 
mind is so far as possible, surrounded with at best an 
atmosphere of medievalism, and at its worst with an 
atmosphere that belongs to the most primitive stages

; to,

of culture. Tt is a phase of the claim made bv ^  
Catholics with regard to the education of  ̂  ̂̂. Vi'nld o"
namely, that if the Church is to retain its n
rising generation, it must be educated annd a ^
Catholic atmosphere.”  No such claim is nlil̂ be
regard to any other subject. Everything e se
taught or discussed with the free winds 0 jf

nind i ■ tj,(
aliar

thought and modern culture playing aroi 
ligion broadly, and Christianity in PartlC >s 0  
one thing on behalf of which such a claim 
That must be treated with the utmost sole®® „w

.de. 
Tli< 

.bo«1 !
pretence that there is something “  sacred 
man’s religion which does not attach L  be< 
about any other subject, must be kept al tl'e 
it is in this way, and the only way i« " t all1,1 
Churches can hope to offer any opposition ^  cJ>; 
modern thought. It is essential to the Cm1 ^ 
that the claim shall be made; it is stultifica^  („ F 
a betrayal of the best interests of FreethoUg
mit it in either theory or practice. ^ tb’

Time has justified the principle acted ®P0!qv,j[ii 
Freethinker of fifty years ago. Time is j®® '0f t!;i 
on all hands to-day. The tearful vac«1 > of tb 
Countess Ellibank, “  I just can’t bear d>

ai«5*.silly protest of Mr. Hannen Swaffer aga**~ „„ 
ture because the donkey is irreverent and 0[ i 
branches unsympathetic, are belated insta«cej^ K 
once general idea that religions beliefs nu'st 0pK 
treated as are other beliefs. That religi°l,s ‘^i- 
think they should be is beside the point. ^ 
viction that every straightforward Freethinker ^ 
once challenge, and will back up his cliaHe®^ ,t 
action. I do not trust a man who cannot a‘ jed 
the absurd New Testament story when it lS ¡¡bf(' 
to him as veritable history. He is only Par* 
ated. He is still under the glamour of the 
superstition. And the destruction of speclll.'j| 0nl!' 
trines is only part of our work. That work 
be complete when the frame of mind on whioh ^ ̂  
lives is recognized by all as a reversion to a l°"'c A.

Chapman

The Early Freethought 33^.tof5

So far as a man thinks, he is free.”--Ewct■SOU-

Instead- of being made, make yourself.” .fncd
Herbert -1

“ lily heart, O my soldiers, my veterans, 
My heart gives you love.”— Whitman■

of a"
of

During the stormy period prior to the birth 
ganized Freethought Movement in Englan
Southwell stood in the forefront. His
eloquence, ability, and courage attracted th® 
but determined body of intellectuals, n,u^

tire"'

him the resentment of the orthodox, who « 
strong in the land. Living when he did, he P 
a high and useful task, and his keen, brig* c f  
played havoc in the serried ranks of imp°s 
superstition. ce»j,

Charles Southwell’s life is one of the ronia jgjtb 
Freethought. Born in 1814, the year before '* X oivuu 11 1 tilC _yCCll
of Waterloo, he was the youngest of a large ^  
thirty-three children. His father was a mih«1 , 
thinker at a time when heresy was danger01 ‘ 
remarkable man. When upwards of seventy 
age he married a handsome lass of twenty- pe^(, 
was the offspring of this marriage of May £lIU . 
her. In his schooldays young Southwell .
ious for playing truant, and for possessing a 
fill memory. When he left school, at (t^L0yl0' 
twelve, he had, to use his own words, “  gl1
enough to puzzle pedants, and ignorance e®n

I
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disgrace a Hottentot.’ 
series o{ His subsequent career was a

great adventures. pt*fingp t h o u g h t 'advo
cas actor, soldier, orator, Socialist, o£ sr>eech.
? tC' xvriler- editor, prisoner f“r  ̂ n formed for 
•y one time he joined the Spanisl maintain

Purpose of assisting Queen IbJ e“  ears he 
ler throne against Don Carlos. ' or , in spite of 
consorted with this ragged regiment, ana, ^
loathsome surroundings, chronic s a tacks of t-
uani;:'ge.

^  « —‘V'wga, v»uxuiui; »uu vuutm, aiixi ut-
tever, he came through without serious

°n his return to England, Southwell t-oon ac
ab'K reputation by his brilliant oratory, an '"story •’n
tlio

c<ls°» , tlie"Uh the publication in 1S41 of The Oracle of

"Slit first periodical entirely devoted to Free-
propaganda. It was an ambitious pubhea- 

its literary tone may be estimate! >> ie 
contents, which included articles on “  Symbol Wor- 
;¡"P,” “ The Theory of Regular Gradation, and 

is there a God ?”  The clergy were at once alarmed 
,,.tbls hold challenge, and threatened Southwell with 
1! the rigours of the law, which then retained many 
1 t'ie ferocities of the Ages of Faith. Southwell did 

l "ait for the attack, but struck as hard as He 
," e'v how. Faced with heavy fines and itnpnson- 
J nt {°r publishing literary and philosophical articles, 
L lllet force with force, and the pages of the ,tn 1
ere laden henceforth with very outspoken Biblical t̂lcism ^

Of
Sir

sentenced to a year’s imprisonment, and
y  £100. During Southwell’s imprisonment
■ corge Jacob Holyoake, “  the father of Secularism,

/ hie paper, and when he, in turn, was sentenced 0 six -  -
stePped
son

___ _
. On the publication of the fourth number
j lhe Oracle, Southwell was arrested, tried before
, Charles Wethercll, and, in spite of an eloquent 

Ûcc. t •

months’ imprisonment, Thomas Patterson 
bravely into the breach. Bull-dog Patter- 

t° gao‘̂ s ''e was called, affectionately, was also sent 
took c]’ an  ̂ Oeorge Adams and his wife, Harriet, 
Willi. U' i'e fhe paper, each to be sent to prison. 
fivio,’’1 Chilton succeeded them and kept the flag 
I'eavv the ‘
cee(]; J ^ s  incurred in the continuous legal pro-

l "ig t0 ,,
l 'ie hitter end, which was hastened by the

■r,lll'1si and the large fines imposed./ li j, 0 > • .
Hit din-;.1 R eason lasted just over two years,
|. f uuri"g  ¡ts short an(i storniy career it created a 
f0r,° Ul.ul impression, which, in due time, led to the 
u, 'llll°u of a properly organized Freethought Move- 
lir a"d under the able generalship of Charles 
t|^l<,:i.UR'h, did so much to consolidate the position of 
ten . '"tellectuals ”  who dared to challenge the pre- 

AFnS ° f the clergy.
a j> 1:1 bis release from prison Southwell earned on 
SM. '̂hhought mission in many places, and ultimately 

in New Zealand, where he ably edited the 
age * Examiner. He died in 1S60 at the early 
ihf, " forty-six years. Southwell wrote much, butr»f 1 • J
nianv t\ " w ” v,iK wai 
Ítstihií amPblets, but

°f his

til)]̂  P i ’ -
"cati0n* . 1 erhaps the most interesting of all his pub- 
"she(| .' ls 1 lie Confessions of a Freethinker, pub- 
1’iogr j1 Ĵ 45, a candid and fascinating piece of auto- 

Th,.r* '•v.1 which ought to be reprinted.

work was simply journalism. He wrote 
cold controversy is often indi-

*to:-ry. s  - - .................  — ....... ....... — 7
‘>(lvent ' ° much is vague that whole chapters of his 
b'botot, " ° Us a"d romantic life are blank. The few 
Victory of him have been described as unsatis- 
Altho ’ ""d a biographer is reduced to inference.

"ere ls au elusive element in Southwell’s life-

re, ’°"Rh
ant 5
in

>  of
g C]y '"any-sided man, Charles Southwell’s endur- 

"rst f° fame is that he was the first editor of the

a" orator of outstanding merit, no adequate 
bis speeches and lectures remain. A  brilli-

¡ V - * U e l y  Freethought paper. Southwell may 
'".’"and credited with a passion for liberty, he was a 

hian in a genuine sense, and he was pre-
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occupied witli a love for his fellow men. He w'as the 
harbinger of a great brood of Freethought journalists, 
who, regardless of personal reward, worked untiringly 
towards the realization of a New World.

“  Wonderful ”  is the only adjective which will 
serve for this surprise of surprises, this record of the 
men and women who have cared, not for wealth and 
notoriety', but, who, for the sake of intellectual 
honesty, have suffered the slings and arrows of out
rageous fortune. For each of them were, in their 
way, the apostles of F'reedom. They were knight- 
errants of the evangel of liberty. F'rom the dark 
days when Charles Southwell, and his brave comrades, 
with their backs to the wall, fought against the hosts 
of Superstition, until the present time when a com
pact arihy fights under the banner of Secularism, Lib
erty has never failed of her volunteer soldiers. The 
bare records of the doings of these pioneers thrill and 
fascinate by very' reason of their simplicity. They 
are potent because of their very sincerity. Who 
could fail to recognize the splendid courage which 
held so steadfastly to the last moment, or fail to ap
preciate the iron nerve which bent only before the im
possible? We do well to honour them, because they 
dedicated their lives to the service of intellectual 
liberty, and laid deep the foundations of the future 
greatness of the human race.

Mimnkrmus.

Sense-Data and The “ Thing.”
—  —

T he nature of the universe has fascinated the mind 
of man from the earliest times, and has been the sub
ject of many fantastic speculations. We hear, for in
stance, of the ancient orientals who conceived it as 
being supported on the back of a gigantic elephant, 
which in its turn was dependent upon a monstrous 
tortoise. As to what the tortoise rested on the old 
sages were silent, and if they had used up all the 
animals in existence they would have got no nearer to 
the real problem, because all they were doing was 
merely stating in a crude, though picturesque, way 
the argument of the first cause.

It used to be argued that as you receded along a 
chain of causes you finally came up with a bump 
against a great First Cause. It was usually called 
God, though why he should be given preference over 
the Devil is hard to understand, except on the hypo
thesis that it was necessary in the priestly' interests 
to replenish a shattered Jehovah conception. The 
argument is of course no longer in vogue. No respon
sible Tlieist philosopher to-day takes his stand on 
any of the old classical arguments, and many ex
plicitly reject them. If God created the universe, 
who created God? If everything must be created, 
God must be created. But if anything can exist with
out being created, why should it not be the Universe?

And in fact nothing substantial ever is created. The 
Universe is a panorama of changing forms and the 
metaphysician, instead of going to one end of a sup
posed line to look for a first cause, instead of going 
to the other end for a last effort, looks underneath 
the whole business in an attempt to understand what 
is the ground of it all, the substance of which all 
things are made, the noumenon giving phenomena, 
the datum of existence. That is metaphysics as it 
was conceived in ancient Greece and as it is under
stood to-dayr. The name began with Aristotle, who 
gave it several meanings, of which one is preserved. 
Ency. Brit., Harmsworth’s Univ. Ivncy., Chambers—  
all concur, “  the science of being,”  as distinct from 
that of the various forms of being, which is the work 
of the sciences. Writers whom it is unnecessary to
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mention phrase the same idea. This frees us from 
concern with any conception such as might be found 
in the Middle Ages, or in any one individual, or even 
in etymology.

The Greeks of Ionia set the ball rolling. It was 
water, it was air, it was fire, it was falling atoms. 
Plurality and mystification crept in; Empedocles in
troduced the former, Pythagoras the latter. It was 
number, it was the infinite, it was idea waiting to be 
moved, and so on.

Why should this self-existence, the thing-in-itself, 
be so elusive to human understanding? It does not 
admit of the same detached, objective treatment that 
can be applied to its various forms. Mind itself is 
embedded in it, just as is all that the mind perceives, 
and this may account for inclination of many, prob
ably the majority, of modern philosophers to treat the 
problem introspectively, from a subjective standpoint, 
and so build their systems of Idealism.

Only mediately—-through sense-data, is it given to 
us. The forms taken by substance, in being rendered 
significant to mind, are conditioned in their appear
ance by that relationship. In a simple statement, “  I 
see a star,”  of the three terms the first fact given is 
neither “  I ”  nor “  a star,”  but “  see.”  Consider 
what happens; really a very complicated network of 
physical and physiological events has been instru
mental in bringing about this mental state of mine. 
Modes of energy, say in waves, have emanated from 
the star, and through them my visual organ has 
undergone impression. Delicate changes, probably 
chemical in nature, have occurred in the cones of the 
retina; the fibres of the optic nerve are thereby affected 
and through them an influence is conveyed to those 
cerebral centres in the cortex with which the fibres 
are connected. From molecular motion there emerges 
a new train or series of events called a sensation, and 
we have got the fundamental fact of mental life. I 
am not forgetting that a pure sensation seldom or 
never occurs after infancy, owing to the accumula
tion of a retained background of mental facts, which 
help to condition subsequent experience. Put the 
fact remains that our first experience of an object is 
nothing hut a cluster of sense-data (c.g., colour, heat, 
texture, shape), and their inter-relations. There is no 
need to follow Mr. Joad, who contends that we see, 
not objects, but sense-data. We do see the object, 
and the sensa are what we see of it in the act of see
ing. To say we see sensa is to carry the process back 
indefinitely.

In our knowledge of the external world, then, we 
are at the mercy of sense. Sense-data are the handle, 
so to speak, by which we take hold of the outer world. 
If anyone regards that world as existing exactly as 
he sees it let him consider for a moment the condi
tions of sensation. If a number of us sit round a 
table and draw an object in the middle there will be 
so many different drawings. We cannot suppose any 
one of these representations to correspond with a 
“  real ”  object. Or consider the effect of intervening 
media. A stick which appears straight when seen 
through air will appear in various shapes when placed 
in moving water. Again, it is possible to see a star 
which was gone out of existence before we were born, 
and the light rays of which are just coming through. 
Or the physiological conditions may have their say in 
the matter, colour-blindness, intoxication, etc. We 
may imagine a race of beings to visit this planet with 
sense organs differently constructed from ours. Then 
from the same flux of events different features might 
appeal to them, and so they would be led to construct 
a picture world different from ours, both ours and j 
theirs being taken from the same noumenal back- 1 
ground.

All this is not mere unfounded speculation. The

Scottish thinker who contended that things " cl ^  
he saw them is now only of historical inteics ■ âys
called his the system of Common Sense,
Rtissell, suffers from three defects, being vague, ^  
sure and contradictory, and thus requiring a *'
lection in philosophy. “ The universe is to u s" 
because our sense organs are what they are, an^.^” 
sense organs condition our awareness of extern^ ^  
(Materialism Restated.) G. II. Lewes sa Ŝ’ trcSt° 
world arises in consciousness. We are the ceî   ̂
which it converges and from w hich it radiates- ^  
there is an external existence which gives \ |,y
pearances is the inference made from sensa | ^
Realist philosophers— Locke, Hume, Bain, 
v. Holbach, and to-day-, Russell, Broad, M od^ ^¡f 
under, to name only a few representatives, aIK q*j,e 
individual differences are not relevant here. ^  
lucid statement given in Materialism Re-stet  ̂
be enlisted :—

the st° ..Obviously the senses can only register u ^  it 
tionnl effect of existence ; they cannot tell us ^  js 
is like apart from sensation the conchy*0”
reached that while an external world may be

isati
ferred, it is no more like the cluster of R
we have relating to it, than the sensation oi "  Re
sembles the blazing coal of which it is t,lC j „ni
quent. Thus arises the problem of the nature ^ £>.. 
mate existence, and the conclusion that whim • r  
ternal world may be inferred as the cause r I 
mental life, what that something is we dp,” , py 
cannot know, so long* as knowing is con<litlC>1 
the structure of the sense organs. . , oi

Here is a region in which a pr°fcSS'^ tl>£ 
Agnosticism is quite legitimate, i.c., we d
existence of something, but deny the possi^^i-
knowledge concerning its nature. Ignora«^ 0j

v rest wccrning the nature of a thing must clearly 
the assumption that the thing exists.

‘ The thing exists,”  but what is it?
Tl,e

above quotation,, I should explain, was used * ^ 1
e*-

pose Agnosticism, and not to develop any 31 eIi-
theory of the thing which exists. So far I i,aV<bjc of
tioned writers who believe it to lie on the other ’ ,(iUgh 
the appearance, i.e., on the side of the star. 1» a 
and ready way we call them Realists. But thê ¿e, 
others who posit self-existence this side of appea „je
on the side of the “ I .”  This makes the cluster oi  ̂
data manifestations, not of something “  out thel ¡t 
call it matter— but of something “  in here 
mind. In a rough and ready way we tertj1 
Idealists. It need not be the individual q0]ip5' 
is responsible. (Subjective Idealism, giving ' q-pc 
ism, the belief that the world is all my dream)-.  ̂ r
more popular form is Objective Idealism, \vherî  r i>
pearances are the ejects of a mind wider than 0 ^o- 
and sometimes embracing ours, e.g., God or tb® 
lute (Hegel, Bradley-, Bosanquet, etc.). o-e’
have, among others, Viscount Haldane, Webb,
Gentile, and (the late) McTaggart.

t i #  *5
Idei

The Realist does not deny mind any more b ‘ of 
ealist denies matter. It is merely a ¡»,merely -  _ - t].eie

allotting the status of each. For the Realist y  ^ j r
at least, a self-existence behind appearance, J1"  ¡it 
dent of being known. For the Idealist min') 
least, more fundamental, and “  matter ”  a dei',v‘
a concept covering certain of minds’ ejects. 'l

What has science to say-? That is the q*-10’ 
is purposed to discuss later.

G. H. T aVí °?

fbProfound ignorance makes a man dogmatic. )r! 
knows nothing thinks he can teach others what Ri' 
just now learned himself; while lie who knows > 5  
deal, can scarce imagine anyone cannot be acfl 
with what he says, and speaks for this re»60” 
more indifference.—La Bruvtre.

.
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Origins.
Theil{j Ion (y •
Past an. f n0d reetli°ug-bt Editors of England’s

are five in number; in influence ' tpey
ls doiug no violence to history to c au\ ultimate

>ai'e changed the very form of though , . _̂life.
currents of mentor — even of P‘h  • au_

e been consciously mttu
T: >> ever knownthe biggest five ever

"Thousand*"1 - nJental— and even 
diced J humans hav

...v, “ ' c There
ans have been influenced unconsci • ^  or |fie

l'robably not a man or woman w  - ■n tcnt fired 
Elates whose life has not been to soU1 alK\ im-
und quickened and improved by the vm ĝ udent of 
Passable efforts of these pioneers. _ °  soCiation in 
social history there is all the magic o ‘ -  pappiness. 
fi'eir names, all clues to freedom anc Holy-
U«e they are •. Richard Carlile, Georg Ro£S
^ c ,  Charles Bradlaugh, William ^Ve like
 ̂ Saladin” ), George William ° °  ’ , there is an 

Raines sometimes without dates o. c e ‘ ’tpclll stand, 
impressiveness in bare nomenclature. we pave

here are scores of subsidiary names, 
are the chief.8‘Ven ar

Th
Vd Conservatism, m-*c is an innate inertia, a sto u life-work

"uiian nature that resists change; 1 v' eerS heroic?
0 fliese heroic pioneers—are not a fifio the
'to force lle jL\eas new menta broke most

****** soil of men’s minds. *1 ̂  w gj
0 ĥeni to pieces; but they all si'ccm- 1 ^  survive

Physically delicate, Holyoake uuna■ me£ms. the
a a hale old-time, by economy ° warriors-
fll'fcr four—strong men and n , < B jn the cause
v'fcre all broken on tlie w orld s w lce
05 humanity; all for the love of mam ^  ^  past

0 those who know the socia ■ - tianles we
AUidred and twenty years, eaC 1 radiate strands 
lave given will be a focus where r very cnds of 

?, '■bought and action that reac 1 °  thoUgW it is 
\lt cvorkl, the furthest confines , “ sports

truth to say that these ^mcible ^  no 
\ave changed the history of otu , is unchal- 
"'ile convention of the past tha ' i(lcaS are
fcuged; nothing remains unques ro ’ . and the 

S *  cast into the melting-pot of utim^ Ul0Se 
J ^ tio n  of the future will can«*- 

cuients that have survived the _W ̂  BeU> puts the 
U forgotten Victorian writer, _ v aV>oleon, he

! ? »  tersely and finally; ^ " « l ^ V u t  into a 
"ms, “ One little bram, that >» {s fieluged

.'Ulcer, is vestless, and the wh° c ° " ftaV with
5  hlood.” Of our own heroes we

One little brain, that you could put
W  a. saucer, is restless, and the whole world is 
aUv Ctl 1,1 light.”  That would serve as an epitaph for 
'd'ihn ° ° f 0llr Freethought heroes. Is ally nobler

; 'h conceivable? , ,  ,
A  0  fortunate and enlightened Modem, 
ity / hese men did. In the face of tradition, author- 
tor’ !}1Kl ingrained stupidity and malevolence, they 
H k , floni the skies the brutal and obscene pban- 
Ûl.H >rcd by our priest-primed ancestors; and they 

ki,up0nfd on earth a figure of liberty that stretches 
taee 'ands towards all mankind, “ irrespective of 

Of creed, sex and colour.”
« * fiveMile o i Vc llanies in our list, that of the most ver- 

'eotge ¿ .^ t c d  owner-
tfiitof William

take him for all in all— is 
or Foote; as thinker, pioneer, orator,

",|]ter and wit. As wit and writer lie sur- 
V h a f r  all.

tve Freethinkers not owe to him and his 
Is there a single department of life that

'oilJat (io 
they ?’,es?

n"t influenced? Glib and comfortable 
Î'hlg'r ' Slefck :>ud pompous clerics, cunning and 

Politicians, flourish and fatten on the mental

atmosphere that Foote helped so tremendously in 
creating. The bravest heretic of his day, the founder 
of the Freethinker made it possible for the publicists 
of the future to hereticise with impunity. The 
little, timid, time-serving, amateur leaders of our day 
mouth as novelties in thought the commonplaces of 
the forgotten thinker and master. For the sake of the 
popular leaders of to-day Foote went to prison nearly 
half-a-centurv ago; and it is no .tragedy that most of 
those who profit by his martyrdom fail to remember 
him; for race-gratitiule is the rarest of all human 
graces; the noblest possession of a chosen few. We 
do not expect “  popular ”  figures to remember the 
forces that made their popularity possible. They 
know no more of the origins of freedom that a Brix- 
ton fruiterer may be expected to know of the beauties 
of an orange-grove. That is usually the secret of 
their success. It is well that only the minority 
should remember all that is owed to the pioneers; and 
of those pioneers one of the noblest was the unvan- 
quishable and unvanquislied hero who founded this 
paper half-a-century ago, and edited it for nearly 
thirty-five years— George William Foote.

V ictor B. N euburg.

More About the Roman Catholic 
Holy Shop.

A part from the large scale issues of indulgences and 
dispensations in connexion with the crusades and the 
jubilees, dealt with in a previous article, Holy Shop 
did a brisk day-to-day trade in them. One scandal in 
connexion with them (to he noticed presently) 
brought on the Reformation, and many people think 
that after that the trade stopped. This was not so. 
In Latin countries it was hardly checked, and it is 
going on briskly to this day. In fact wherever Holy 
Shop has au establishment the trade in some form or 
other continues. In predominantly non-Catholic 
countries like England there is not such an open 
parade of the swindle by the confidence tricksters—  
though this statement requires modifying to some ex
tent. In one sense there is no concealment but the 
enclave system keeps the chattels so much apart from 
(he rest of the community that the latter takes very 
little notice of what goes on in the enclave or chattel- 
preserve. Consequently the trade though “  open ” 
in the enclave is practically concealed from the 11011- 
Catholics because these latter contemptuously do not 
trouble to look. Also, in such a country as England 
Holy Shop purveys a large amount of holiness-hum
bug to cover, or at least to camouflage its nefarious 
activities. One main lesson which the Shop learned 
from Luther and the Reformation was that there is a 
point beyond which it is risky to neglect the camou
flage of “  holiness.”  For at least two centuries be
fore Luther the Shop had been over-weening and 
careless, and as a result got its knuckles well rapped. 
It had almost ceased to purvey any holiness or mor
ality, and concentrated 011 its hell and purgatory stunt 
with the sole object of making the dupes pay for 
priests’ “  magic ”  to be exerted to the warding off of 
the awful doom they were afraid of, or to releasing 
their dead friends from the fires of purgatory. The 
trade had been so successful that the Shop had 
achieved a monopolist position, such as can scarcely 
be realized now. In every country in Europe it 
owned from one third to two thirds of the land, so 
that a very large portion of the population was abso
lutely dependent 011 it in the economic sense. Its 
political power was even greater, and all was used to 
satisfy a greed that was morbid and diseased. Its 
aim was to keep the people so abjectly ignorant and 
superstitious that they would fairly sweat to earn
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the Shop’s goodwill in regard to purgatory. The 
Shop still has this aim, this desire— made no mistake 
on this point— but for centuries previous to Luther it 
had achieved its aim.

We can hardly imagine now what independent 
political power the Vatican gang had in every country 
in Europe. The priests were an independent caste, 
not amenable to the laws of the land. They could 
(and did) commit murder or anything else and not be 
taken for trial before the ordinary courts. More 
than this, they had their own laws and their own 
courts, to which they could summon “  offenders.” 
These “  Bishops Courts ”  were supposed to be 
founded for the discipline of morality— they were 
made (we condense from Froude) the instruments of 
the most detestable extortion. If an impatient lay
man spoke a disrespectful word of the clergy be was 
cited before the Bishop’s commissary and fined. If 
he refused to pay he was excommunicated— no trades
man might sell him clothes or food— uo> friend might 
relieve him— no human voice might address him, 
under pain of the same sentence, and if he died he 
died like a dog and was buried like a dog. The 
records of some of these courts survive and show the 
principles on which they were worked. When a layman 
offended, the single object was to make him pay for 
it. The magistrates could not protect him. If he 
resisted and his friends supported him, so much the 
better for they were all now in the same scrape. They 
would be indicted in a body for heresy, and then 
there was nothing for it but to give way (unless they 
wanted burning) and compound for absolution with 
money. It was money, ever money.

Some idea of their power can be got from the fact 
that they could and would, on a flimsy pretext, order 
a criminal to be transferred from a civil court to their 
own court. The criminal might be a murderer. No 
matter, if he could pay to be let off they would 
scheme to get hold of him and— for money—  let him 
off. Their usual pretext in such cases vividly shows 
up the general ignorance of the people. If a man 
could write his name or read a sentence from a book 
he qualified for “  benefit of clergy ”  and of course 
the priests could decide whether he qualified or not. 
It would depend on how much he had.

motor buses, lorries and cars are rushing to a'̂  ^  
is the very place , where, 400 years ago, 01ie j)[1(| 
many impudent swindles of the Vatican S'alis 
finis put to it. . stjH

Of course, in one sense, the same swindle ^  ^  
going on. The superstition about purgatory at ^ 
power of the priests in regard to it is stilly t ie 
belief on which the Vatican gang works. No a ^fjeS 
of camouflage can hide this fact. But in the ce alBOll. 
preceding Luther there was no attempt at c ^  
flage. It was the other way about. The sta1^ tjlC 
was impressed and stressed at every turn. _ I* gfi0Ce 
entire “  religion.” Its very universality, its Pre,̂ j)ey 
everywhere, mesmerized the ignorant people- 
could not get away from it. Nay, they son 
In those days, what corresponded to our liolw— 
the seaside were the pilgrimages to some shrine> ^  
well, or other establishment of the Shop Y'her 
amusement (with very onerous tax) was Pur y rjne) 
dodging. Canterbury Cathedral (Becket’s  ̂
was perhaps the chief place in England— and 1 
the people of unbelievable sums of money- ^(eSt 
Rome, as the head office of the Shop, was the g .f£(( 
pilgrimage place of all. A  volume would be tjie

are

rgW
holiday5 f

to describe all the counters and side shows
gang’s central establishment. For the per:iod " e11b-
now at we will take some items from a b°° |)tC|i 
fished in London in 1517. “  By St. Peter’s ^
is a stair of twenty-nine steps, and as often as • ^
goes up and down it he is released from a seve” 4̂, 
of penance. Above the door is an image of j0r 
and between the feet is one of the thirty Pel’„irlie5 
which he was sold— every look on the penny c -jt 
1,400 years of pardon. The Churchyard was 7  ĝlt 
with the thirty pence— every time a man goes t 1̂ 
it lie has 1,500 years of pardon. I11 the cf’0ll’(|e W 
Lady Day in Lent to Assumption a cloth 11,3 it 
the Virgin herself is exhibited— every look 1 
carries 400 years pardon. ^

C. R. Boyd  F riT jI; '

(To be concluded.)

Acid Drops.
All this power was based 011 the belief of the 

chattels that the keys of the other world were held by 
the priests. If a man confessed regularly to the 
priest, received the sacrament and was absolved, he 
was told, and believed, that all was well with him. If 
lie committed sins lie was prescribed penances, which 
could be commuted (“  indulgences ” ) for money. He 
might be sent to a shrine or holy well or wonder
working image, where, for due consideration, his 
ease would be attended to. It was no use to go to a 
saint empty-handed. The rule of the Shop was 
nothing for nothing. At a chapel in Saxony was an 
image of the Virgin and Child. If a chattel went to 
it with a good handsome offering the child bowed and 
was gracious; if the offering was unsatisfactory it 
turned away its head and withheld its favours till the 
purse strings were untied again. There was a cruci
fix of the same kind at Bexley in Kent. It used to 
bow— when its good will was secured with a good 
sum of money. When the Reformation came and 
the police looked into the matter the images were 
found to be worked with wires and pulleys. The 
German lady was kept as a curiosity in the cabinet 
of the Elector of Saxony. The Bexley rod was 
brought up and exhibited in Cheapside, and was 
afterwards torn in pieces by the people. Many who 
read this will be familiar with the Cheapside of to
day. It will add interest to your perhaps daily 
passage along the street to think that the place where 
you are walking and where the twentieth century

ability
The Daily Herald reports that there is a tl,c

of a movement amongst Roman Catholics agai!^ 
broadcasting of “  Agnostical talks ”  by the B.B.C-  ̂p. 
will probably take the form of a boycott. The of 
may probably take this as a justification of its P° .^fi1 
itself boycotting anything like a letting out of ^1Ljejici- 
concerning the present standing of religion and _-st ppt 
It will argue that if the mild comments on reliffi011 j 
have been permitted cause a row, what would baV b<)lf 
pened if we had been quite honest and allowed the |̂;1t 
truth to come out? To that it may well be repl,e‘ jir 
if the B.B.C. had had at its head a man of co'll3|j pd 
stead of a prize bigot such as .Sir John Keith, gl,it; 
commenced with a policy of absolute fairness of a figt 
of opinion, the country might have taken it as a ' ,,p
of course. The Freethinker gave the object lesson ? .¿jc 
ago, that to meet bigotry with timidity or ap° r 
concessions is to place a premium on intolerance-

t tl''5
But the Daily Herald! We are quite sure tha 

organ of an enlightened democracy will never I11 ^¡4 
great risk by giving any sort of news that tells ar: j, i1 
Christianity. The miraculously careful way in 'v ^ d1' 
keeps news of Freethouglit out of its columns, a'. .¡it, 
scope it gives to all kinds of sloppy religious s ftfC? 
is quite good evidence of this. Of course, if all ib’  ̂ ¡p 
thinking readers were to threaten it with a boye^pdit 
Roman Catholics are threatening the B.B.C., B ,,ii 
soon alter its attitude. The Daily Herald is ll1jf ^ 
quite safe lines—that is it is ceitaiu never sen0" ’ ' 
offend Christian orthodoxy.



"nPwtant 1;;"l,)tcd to that great de:democratic paper̂  for the
- i* «riven p i’UL ,i ' ‘«nr news—important because 1 'rimisilas Faiv- 

1'lace on the front page, that the grea ”  v;tp him
w>ks has returned to this country aiu ‘ t  interest to

480 suits of clothes. That is an item ot „  the human
everybody concerned with the wel ^  0[ pend-
lace> besides saving the same D-t ■ ^  , somethiug
”'g bis mighty intellect to the task of dome else that willnf - c one of our organs—. wm compel the attention o 
of enlightened public opinion.

— 1 ave been n° mni-According to an official report there 1 Norway since
lbvs or other crimes resulting in dea ‘ i,etter standard

This st-ate of affairs is ascribed o < education
0 "ving, less drinking of alcohol, ant uiotis will note
among the working people. AN e hope ylV agencies
llWc that good social conduct can be secu other t h -  1 •

; that

^ a f > 7 o7 a
expedients.

Snre]y s -----
haven’t fa'llp&̂ CS*S a rca<̂ cr 0|" a pious paper, the churches 
¡jo,there is ^ S° 'ovv that the only way to get people to 

riecidCÛ  every form of counter-attraction?%
't ha' 
causc

ls a ----...y unpleasant suggestion t
PPened to he so close to the tint 1, kut  by

, of "true religion” is not helped a httie '«aking it.

a . ——— # .1 << infln."• 'oligious journal jubilantly exclaims . wccp
£ 0{ Christ in China is deepening and wrdenn^^^^

stiireV ’ Tllis is thrilling news. « „.ulicitly believe . 18 the fact that someone appears to 1 ose ef
niait>-tale invented by missionaries for the p« 1t̂tactino- ,1™,.  ̂ -

A

.. luioniuucu ICO ^
ng donations from pious old bu ies.

"’Oman reader of a religious weekly s a y s ^  ^
}  wonder when we of the Churches sia K .  them 

a tempts to force other people to eh«r we shall
other resources on Sunday. AVhe mage those

lave time for our real mission, nan Ajaster’s loving 
''hiirches so attractive by echoes of on \vonieu that 
■ oth in and respect for ordinary m

Y, ,the cinemas will have no chance as r l.his dea- ’
ill,'Out U;eirla('y should allow the parsons to knowlad best

(̂6Uarde(t ̂ r°̂ ess’onal interests and how they7 must be 

c ^r' Artl , ----
> tr y  1 ",r Greenwood thinks that the people of this wilj 3 oeservn
bi,ulRct the

erve better newspapers. A\e doubt if ‘  5
-m yet awhile. The production of tl 

" C '  »owspapers Is too profitable. Catering for the 
far... s.̂  common denomination of intelligence 
’"ont'iItf‘ *‘ f'e first step i
cilito aust t>e a better type . - - ;n-
Sf)'ratio'^fe °f ,nen w'10 w''l  scorn to a 'c

in the direction of an improve- 
better type of newspaper proprietors and

li ‘ ‘Oil W
t |lly extin'et* ■tlle Rlltter- Tlie breed appears to be 

in Britain at tlie moment.

C I S  a new law lias been passed for the protection^of 
Anyone who is cruel to 
ednig them properly, 01 )

- r d , or by giving them work ^  M  J  
"fit- will be liable to a fine of from 100 to 3.°™ 1 

Puhra t’es will he doubled if animals used 1 g.
’■' is 0{ "■  shows are wounded or cruelly l.u' 1 
aerC(i ,lK' faculty of Philosophy of the 1 * - law js

Ki s have, however, complained ia
have ere- 'rl- ' -

¿ s . .

S bare 0 
The 
or

& Mem- 
of the

. These philosophers contend that animals
-Suite"-

f>0,ienCe* 5 3 «
“citi

nlui therefore can- ; -wiemgent will, or a sou , ■ . ardmals
«ave ' f'?rtence pain as man doe. , created
R”n>lv”ftlU'Cr 1'ghts nor duties, am specimen
?f kom °r tilc service of man. 1 '11S 1 ',  j  tpe spiritual
'"fine,.an Catholic reasoning. Appaie - ' .  t  intelli-
Kcnt?v °{ a “ «acred Heart ”  is not conducnct ^  ^

lti!'1̂ ,nkAVR’ -’°r 'Si ^iiH ^thafall the philosophers offfiilv AVe sincerely hope that anare Hot "rider the influence of a “  Sacred Heart.”

;,,ell-t>°eil ir”,r,0lIf contemporary, the Christian Herald
hi,"Uoro

du1(‘n'arkiiig on the fall of nine absolute 111011- 
These events, it appears, 

ir0. significance. “ The overthrow of so
1'  since the Great AVnr is a most arresting

S t ^ e t T ' t  VfearS'

sign of the times, and, considered in conjunction with the 
general unrest of the world, and the fickleness of present- 
day polities in almost every land, is a clear fulfilment of 
Scripture prophecy.”  King Alfonso of Spain will be 
glad to know this. It would seem that a thousand or 
two years ago, God ordained that the Spanish people 
would, in the twentieth century7, get disgusted with Al
fonso and eject him from the throne, in order to prepare 
the world for the second coming of Christ! Alfonso 
ought to be able to extract any amount of consolation 
from that.

In a Nonconformist weekly a writer says it lias amazed 
him to discover recently liow many uncompromising Cal
vinists remain even in our own time. They say it is 
God’s purpose to save only an elect and pre-ordained 
company of souls, amongst whom they naturally7 hope to 
be numbered themselves, and all the rest are simply “ not 
wanted,”  and fore-doomed to destruction. This, says the 
writer, is a comfortable view—from the point of view of 
the “  elect.” Quite so. For our part, we would regard 
total destruction ns a far better fate than that of living 
for all eternity in the company of a revolting 1110b of self- 
righteous Calvinists.

Apropos of our recent remarks on Roman Catholic 
hatred of tolerance, we note that the Rev. AVilliani Jack- 
son, of St. Helens, lias had some experience of it. He 
says that during the last two years his own public plat
form has been assaulted eleven times, and its speakers 
assailed with sticks, stones, eggs, and bottles. For 
preaching Protestantism in Oldcastle, county Meath, lie 
was kicked about like a football. It is worth noting 
that these assaults were committed in the name of a God 
of Love and a Prince of Peace and Goodwill to all men! 
One also gains some insight into the kind of ferocity that 
accompanied the religious wars of the past.

A Sunday-school teacher says that Sunday schools 
must keep pace with the modern day-schools, “  where 
children are trained to think and act for themselves.” 
For our part, we fancy the pace set will be rather too 
warm for the Sunday schools to get in step. For one 
thing, the Sabbath schools are engaged, not in teaching 
children to think for themselves, but in training them to 
think the same ideas as were held by some Hebrew 
tribes 2,000 years ago. The two kinds of training are 
not in the same century, one might say.

Wc are indebted to the Methodist Recorder for the 
following piece of information : —

Puritanism is a term variously defined and understood. 
To some it is a synagogue for a bigoted kill-joy spirit. 
This seems to us to involve an entire perversion of the 
facts. The essential characteristic of Puritanism is that 
it recognizes a clean line of demarcation between right 
and wrong, good and evil; black and white are two dis
tinct colours. Secularism, on the other hand, conceives 
of good and evil as shading off into one another, and 
can see only shades of grey.

This is very illuminating. No one need be puzzled now 
to understand why bigotry, intolerance, persecution, and 
prohibitions invariably accompany Puritanism. Under 
the inspiration of a particularly stupid, narrow and un
cultured mind, the Puritan separates things into what is 
good or evil, and right or wrong. And since that inspira
tion is believed to come from God, the Puritan conceives 
it his duty— a moral and righteous duty?—to compel 
other people to conform to his narrow notions and petty 
standards. The Puritan mind breeds intolerance as 
naturally as a swamp breeds malaria germs.

It seems strange, says a reader of a daily paper, that 
thousands of acres of fertile land in England should be 
idle while thousands of men are unemployed, and food
stuffs are imported which could be grown on the idle 
land. He adds :—

The principal trouble seems to be that agriculture 
has to find the greater part of ¿2,000,000 per year in the 
form of tithe to pay the Church of England.

We would point out, also, that this tax levied by the 
Church of England on agriculturists is in the nature of 
an indirect tax on tlie people’s food anil other necessities, 
merely for the upkeep of one of the Christian sectarian
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Churches. There is nothing whatever to justify its im
position. And its removal is a reform long overdue.

Apropos of the Sabbatarian opposition to Sunday 
labour in regard to amusement, a Nonconformist parson 
has something to say which will not endear him to the 
bigots. lie  points out that every minister and chapel- 
keeper works on Sunday, but they do not get a day off 
during the week. Westminster Abbey, Westminster 
Chapel, Westminster Central Hall, the City Temple, 
Kingsway Hall, and St. Martin-in-tlie-Fields are largely 
filled by Christians who have employed railway men, 
tramway men, and ’bus men to take them there on Sun
days ; and probably every church in London contains 
some people who have made others work carrying them 
to worship. Also, all who stay in hotels or lodging- 
houses make others work on Sundays. Everyone who 
buys a Monday newspaper makes men work on Sundays. 
Everyone who listens to the wireless on Sundays makes 
others work on that day. The aforesaid parson com
plains that, although these facts are known, they are 
ignored by those who oppose Sunday entertainments be
cause of the Sunday labout it requires. What will people 
who are outside the churches think, he asks, when they 
read letters written by Sabbatarians who ignore such 
facts ? Well, their conclusion will probably be much the 
same as ours—that unscrupulousness, dishonesty, lij-poc- 
risy, and stupidity seem to be inevitable accompaniments 
of rabid Sabbatarianism.

Methodism is notoriously one of the camps of kill-joys 
and Sabbatarianism. Occasionally, however, a little en
lightenment penetrates this stronghold of narrow minds 
and primitive prejudices. For instance, some young 
Methodist ministers have publicly affirmed their belief 
that the general public will never be given a “  right idea 
of Sunday,”  by restrictive legislation, but only by being 
persuaded to spontaneously partake of its rest and wor
ship. We fancy the bigots will not enjoy being attacked 
in the rear by their own brothers-in-Christ. Of course, 
the young ministers must be very young. They obvi
ously haven’t had time to assimilate the glorious Metho
dist tradition concerning the moral duty of legally en
forcing Puritan prohibitions and restrictions on other 
people. On the other hand, the young ministers may be 
slightly more intelligent than the rest of the Methodist 
clan, and are therefore a trifle more sensitive to outside 
pressure.

Religion before everything! The Rev. F. J. Walklev, 
Baptist, said at the City Temple, on April 2S, that in 
villages Baptists were deliberately deciding to remain 
childless because the Anglican Church were capturing 
their children and bringing them up in another Church. 
Mr. Walkey also said that when these children grew up 
thej- could be seen “  careless of discipline and authority, 
crowding the streets on Sundays and growing up in
different to all the important things of life.”  That is 
quite a nice picture of the brotherly feelings developed 
between Christians, and also the very wholesome conse
quences of a genuine Christian training.

For long wicked sceptics have sneered at the power of 
Jesus’ name, arid have winked the other eye when told 
of the wonders worked by the power of prayer. They 
have also pointed to empty and half-empty churches as 
evidence of the waning power of faith. But these people 
know not of what they speak. Religion still draws the 
multitude as nothing else would. Here is a ease. The 
other Sunday All Saints’ Church was packed to the door. 
Indeed the rector said that had it not been a wet day the 
Church would have been overcrowded, and many turned 
away. One suspects that the Lord may have sent the 
rain in order to regulate the attendance. Thus, let the 
sceptic note that the people came and listened to prayers, 
a short sermon, and to hymns. The congregation also 
listened to a band “  from one of the most popular dance 
halls in the city.” But the audience put up with the in
trusion of this most popular dance band, and even listened 
to the reading of the lesson by the manager of the Ritz 
Dance Hall. And the collection amounted to twenty 
pounds, while the rector explained that it was the largest 
congregation he had Had for many years—ever since they

M a y  10.

4 tt jfl tltf
played “  The Passing of the Third Floor Bac' ^ 0&'j 
same church. Thus does the Lord confound t ic 
and prove their reasoning as naught.

disefl'r
Writing in Discovery, Mr. A. M. Hocart, '" jag0|oin°"

ir>n rtf 1tic A v n A r ip t icp c  n m n n rr f l ip  natlVCS ^ LpCll
e have . 
d be b

for killing an enemy, while a white man is „¿jcat>vc

tion of his experiences among the nativ 
Island, notes that since the war the pec 
much puzzled to know why a native sho

killing twenty or thirty in war. Now isn’t that1,1  ̂ |,e 
of an uncivilized, unchristian type of mum- ^fdi 
would only attend the League of Nations 01 ilqojo)n0i| 
Congress he would soon find out that f°r a * jqq f°f--- ©---- — . . . prV **
Islanded to kill an enemy is a sign of savage1. • . ^
a white man to kill an enemy is a sign of the

civilization. If that explanation doesn’t c le a r , t h e 11the i°w
up, we can only wait for him to become a Chris 
the distinction will be quite clear.

istia0'

edral oí
1 rntheclf‘On Sunday last there was unveiled m tne _*1l(̂ iTig ^

Turin the Holy Shroud—that is the vent»«*^¡table
sheet in which the body of Jesus Christ was '' ¡̂oti 
There are dark red marks on the linen, and an 10 0( tb 
of the body and the face. There can be no d°û  gft 
genuineness of the article after this. It also _5®  ̂^ 
all question as to whether Jesus Christ ever B'® ‘‘cri” 
'¡'he exhibition of the sheet is to be followed bj  ̂qjiU 
ful and reverent scientific examination.”  W 
know what a reverent scientific examinatio ^ ,̂,¡1. 
probably it means looking at it with one’s e> ^ tb'' 
But it must be awfully poor fooling Christian5 
type—like stealing coppers from infants.

-----  0j)C r
A writer in the Daily Telegraph says that „ I'1 

civilized till he can take a joke against h'°l5C ’ 0°'' 
agree, and would point out that religion 15 ,j0fei>vt 
thing that cannot stand a joke against itself- UfcsJ 
it is the only thing in the whole country that 1  ̂ #>■
law to prevent people joking about religion-  ̂ p l'11 
once used to hack up the police force. No\V jp'1 
policemen who is used to back up God. 111 
changed.

----  -, r  ,s a°'°1The spirit of true-blue Puritanism still B 'c-).i,atni*- 
the Nonconformists. One of these quaint c, ....¡ill!

and s p r i t edeclares that pubs are less morally 
dangerous than the cinemas. He exclaims4 a'111
cinema is an unholy chamber of imagery, degtn rjj,c 
devastating.”  How deliriously exhilarating b0,
mas, theatres, paintings, scriptures, and books "  ^ ¡uid
if only the Puritans were permitted to

th $things! As there are so many things on eai'y .̂ ¡iD1 
objects to, we hope he will discern nothing objec^^c-i1’ 
in heaven. He will he lucky not to do so; f°r a1'
we presume, 
culture.

caters for all kinds of Christian taric

< < \\ b?'
Under a heading of “  Humbug About Charity  ̂

Cinema proprietors want Sunday opening,” ’" the hV
sneed1'

dist Times prints the following excerpt from a -l 
Mr. C. I’. Metcalfe ‘ lf $0'

The charity condition in the Bill is all wrong- ,c 
is a demand lor Sunday cinemas then the P.c<j},g 
cater for it are entitled to receive the profit nri'- ^  ciitj 
their work, just as the people who open shops  ̂ 9j,oii . 
on the Sabbath take the profits they earn. airi  ̂i 
the cinema trade be singled out in tin’s wav, ■ 
that they could only open on a Sunday if 
contribution to charity ?

----- r t AifiCta missionary of AVesr pf 
difficulties as reg0' ¿ft■ ‘ i

The Rev. A. C. Lamb, 
laments that there are many 
souring the Gospel in Mendiland. The rclig'0'1 ( 
culty is that the people are under the influence 0  ̂
priests and are dominated by fear; and paga° o(1p 11 
and Mohammedanism are both fighting for th e^ ^  lb 
the people. This is indeed disheartening.

iolri

1 to
missionaries should do is to try to persuade C>°,  ̂
vive his old Yahweh instincts and smite the P1 11' 
the rival creeds out of existence. There w°n‘‘ 
lack of Christian converts after that.

K
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CO R R ESPO N D EN TS.

over
regret that

his 
dents 

C' I- W

owing to pressure we are obliged to hold 
until next week a letter from Dr- correspon-

ls unties, and also letters from several otlier 
cuts. These will appear in our next issue.—Ed.]

Sircharacter ofj- wn,son.—The discussion o\er , outcries of that 
h illiam Orpen’s picture is like most o .

of course, thatcharacter, just ridiculous. 1 •
People may take Christianity for what n • wHh regard 

h- Armstrong.— We think our plan is rne - ,{ we ha<i
t0 the Jubilee Double Number. Ns >’° ' ¿y.. That is,
doubled the price we should have made{or tlie issuing of 
"e imagine one of the main reasons {aucy our plan 
double numbers. But in the long run v y ie more im- 
may result in more readers, and t Portant thiru» __ v. iv-m
e«iant thing of the two. a,id ios. from

heg to acknowledge £1 from C. «• t Gf publish-
}■  hane, and £5 from G. Hollanby towards co.
lnK Jubilee issue of Freethinker. contribute a fuller

?■  CURKE-Mr. Heaford will, we believe, ccn aeoount of
Pi
to

reethinFc/ C-rCT a" d " orh in an early issue of the
G ;orr3’ about. 
T uVKs.-'n,.„

Have not yet recovered, but there is nothing

'V' Heaford 1 ---Ilks- Next week.
Rest, 
"'as ■

But -
- W .e had made lip our mind to do as you sug-

not W° dannot start till*September. The Freethinker

B. 1) VoT“ ' '" J11Red for news. Will be used next week
ev

1 he

l! F  110t a weekly until September, rBSi
p ®mD- Obliged for news. Wl' ’e ; tioll cf our work. D- Voss.—Pleased to have your appreciates
‘en though vou may over-estimate its v. ■

it imdc on sale o< Freethinker" is supplied io ,e , . fl̂  onCe
dny dlffcuy in securing copies should Reported In -*•

The c*’ “ ln lhis office.
5treetUl,^  "Society, Limited

n , E.c.jf.

n „  « 4
’’exioti C ,-'Crv'ccs °f the National Secular Society in con- 

Secular liurial Services arc required, all coni
X. n at'0ns should

t-dters 0Settt, giving as long notice as possible.
, 'or the renn— — ‘ 'linker'’ should be

---- VJ, office is at 62 Farringdon
London, E.C.4.

Street Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdonn. • hondo 11 77 r- . J “
tlic --yn.es or 

•Hh Secular
be addressed' to the Secretary, Mr.

adiircjj  ̂ ! hc Tidilor of the "  Frccti, 
O f e 0 61 Farringdon Street, I.on

Us *>ho send ..............  ..... , ,
ondon, E.C.4.

*y viari ■“ SCnd us newspapers would enhance the favour 
Attention passages to which they wish. 11s io call

°'dcrt <
°f t l j° * literalure should be scut to the Business Manager 

Press, 6 
to the Editor.

' L,lc P{
‘t'lil °,"Cer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.q,

Sugar Plums,

Pri
K
Plea

Jubilee J*Supplement, given with this issue, is s<.̂ 1 J.1 --
> p le t  T l hy cutti»£ it in two readers will have two

of No.

,)[ C f  PaPers. Oue of eight pages giving a history 
W T * ’ anci ail°ther of equal size consisting of a 
this 01 No. 1. \vc fancy all old readers will value

[' ■s inv0̂ lilti-  Ihis Jubilee issue of the Freethinker 
JhTids considerable labour, and we hope that our 
. gc,K\ sc° tliat it lias as wide a publicity as possible. 
ll; P>e(,.l,a Ptoss is far too fearful of the influence of 

, °'t'n i, I!?,kcr to help in this direction, so we are 
I’Nseut sa  ̂ "i)on the good-will of Our friends. But the 

an admirable occasion for making ; 
T  tug e't.readers. That is the very best kind of lieli 
''s' sUhs T'CC) and if only twenty-five per cent of exist- 
,"V'd ^ cr>bers secured a new reader before May had 
)tesent ' sll°uhl be able to do many things we are 

1 Pliable to do.
J i llQ -----
o'hkcj .U,u °f preparation on which we have just re- 
t>t ;s * °cs n0f refer fD u,0 mere writing, although 

t, "snlevahle, but to its preparation. It involved 
„ " • ^ .^ u g h  the whole of the fifty volumes of the 
’1(' t»h er< besides consulting many other publication7 
r :ev f ’ H'at had been done there came the nine 
k‘ 'iiifite,!" Heeidiug what was to be left out. \V 

t ( °ur sketch to sixteen columns, when we really

needed about forty. T11 the end we had to decide on á 
bird’s-eye view, and have left many things unchronicled. 
Perhaps, an occasion may arise when we may refer to 
these later.

We should much like to have dwelt upon the names of 
many who did good service to the Freethinker during its 
career. Particularly we should like to have given a 
sketch of Robert Folder, who for many years acted as 
unofficial publisher of the paper, and who also did ser
vice as writer and lecturer. Forder was an East Angli
can, who walked to London from Yarmouth in 1858, and 
for some years worked in Woolwich Dockyard. Later he 
became interested in Radical and Freetliinking reforms, 
and was for many years Secretary of the National Secu
lar Society during the years of its hardest struggles. His 
shop in Stonecutter .Street, Farringdon .Street, lias been 
pulled down for many years, but while it was there, and 
while he was there, it was a gathering point for all sorts 
of advanced thinkers, and an emporium for all kinds of 
heretical and unpopular literature. He was also a strong 
advocate of Malthusianism in days when its advocacy 
meant something different from what it means to-day. 
But he helped to make Freetliought popular, and “  re
spectable ”  enough for a great many to advocate it to-day 
with absolute safety. We have the pleasantest of recol
lections of our own intercourse with Robert Forder.

By the time this issue is in the hands of its readers, 
the new edition of Mr. Cohen’s Christianity, Slavery, 
and Labour, will be ready for sale. We have no hesita
tion in saying that it is the most complete treatise on 
the subject yet issued, and should be in the hands of 
every Freethinker, and as many Christians as possible. 
There is also a very striking illustration by Mr. II. 
Cutner of the slave-ship Jesus.

We are asked to announce that Mrs. M. J. Wadham, 
of 13 Bishops Road, Stamford Hill, Durban, South Africa, 
would he pleased to receive communications from readers 
of the Freethinker, or members of the Ñ.S.S. in the dis
trict.

The new Brighton Branch of the N.S.S. is getting into 
action and circulating a deal of literature. The local 
Secretary appears to be very keen and enthusiastic, and 
is ready to supply all district Freethinkers not already 
members of the N.S.S. with forms of membership. Will 
those with sufficient interest in the movement write to 
Mr. J. T. Byrne, 188 Elm Grove, Brighton, Sussex.

The Perth Branch of the N.S.S. is taking prompt and 
energetic action against what looks suspiciously like 
Christian bigotry in the Town Council, in granting per
mission to hold propagandist meetings on the Inches to 
other organizations, and refusing it to the local N.S.S. 
Branch. We may return to this next week.

Mr, G. Whitehead will lecture in the West Ham dis
trict for a week, commencing to-day, Sunday, outside the 
Technical College, Romford Road, Stratford, K., at 7 p.m.

We would again remind delegates and others attending 
the Annual Conference at Liverpool, on May 24, and re
quiring hotel accommodation, or Conference luncheon, to 
make their requirements known to the General Secretary, 
at headquarters, or the local Secretary, Mr. S. R. A. 
Ready, 29 Sycamore Road, Waterloo, Liverpool. In 
another part of this issue will be found a communication 
from the Liverpool Branch offering a hearty invitation to 
Freethinkers to attend the Conference. All who accept 
may he assured of a warm welcome. There is also to he 
an excursion on the Monday to West Kirby. Will all 
who wish to take part in this be good enough to notify 
the General Secretary as early as possible. Mr. Cohen 
will accompany the party.

We are pleased to announce that the first edition of 
God and the Universe is nearly sold out. The work was 
published at the end of February, We have the second 
edition well in hand. All readers who have not jret 
secured their copy, aud are desirous of a first edition, are 
requested to write at once to save disappointment.
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The Glory of Freethought.

E very  Freethinker in this country, old or young, 
should join with us to-day in celebrating the Jubilee 
of the only weekly Freethought journal in this 
country— the Freethinker, Edited by that fine cham
pion of Freethought, Mr. Chapman Cohen. Its life 
has been one of great stress and turmoil, but it has 
come through all its trials and troubles triumphantly, 
and has long established itself as the most fearless and 
outspoken weekly journal in Great Britain. Its one 
great aim has been to assail and destroy so far as pos
sible, all forms of religious superstition; and in its 
fifty years of life it has done much towards the modi
fication and change of the religious belief of the 
majority of the intelligent people of this country. 
Soon after Sir. F'oote became the Editor of the Free
thinker he invited me to write for its columns, and I 
then found myself in company with my old friend 
Sir. William Heaford as one of its frequent contribu
tors. Previous to this I had become very intimate 
with Sir. F'ootc, and he frequently invited me to his 
house. I found him a very charming personality 
with wide reading and great culture, and we passed 
some very delightful evenings together. Later I 
went to sec him at his office at Clerkenwell Green, 
and there I had the good fortune to meet Sir. Joseph 
Slazzini Wheeler and Sir. W. P. Ball, who were on 
the permanent staff of the Freethinker. They were 
both very learned gentlemen, of vast and varied read
ing on all sorts of subjects, especially science, philo
sophy and religion, and I felt highly honoured in 
making their acquaintance. Sir. F'oote, in addition 
to being a fine writer, was one of the most eloquent 
and distinguished lecturers that ever graced a Free- 
thought platform.

Every week these gentlemen wrote some scathing 
criticisms of the Bible and of the chief tenets of the 
Christian Faith, that were calculated to disturb the 
equanimity of the priests and parsons of this country 
as well as many of their parishioners. And in these 
days— fifty years ago— religious bigotry and intoler- 
ence prevailed in every direction.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the Great Baptist Orator 
of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, addressed a vast 
multitude of credulous Christians every Sunday, and 
proclaimed in lurid language the horrors of hell that 
awaited unbelievers of the Christian Faith.

Not only Nonconformist Fundamentalists, but 
clergy of the Church of England were equally strong 
on hell open to unbelievers, and I myself heard two 
clergymen deliver sermons in which they declared 
that there was only one way to escape the horrors 
of eternal torment, and that was to “  believe in the 
Lord Jesus and him crucified.”  In 1880 Charles 
Bradlaugh was returned as one of the Members of 
Parliament for Northampton. As an Atheist, when 
he went to claim his seat, he asked to be allowed to 
affirm, but was not allowed to do so; he then said he 
was prepared to obey the law and take the oath, but 
he was still not allowed, although he assured the 
House that if he took the oath it would be binding 
upon him in as full a degree as any affirmation; but 
still he was kept out of his scat. At last he took the 
oath in defiance of the House, and took his seat, only 
to be sent to the clock tower for his pains. Later he 
gave notice that he would take his seat and was pre
vented on the afternoon of August 3, iSSr, from 
entering the precincts of the House by twelve stalwart 
police officers, and in a brutal struggle, in which they 
cruelly ill-treated him, tearing his coat and bashing 
his hat and otherwise injuring him, in his attempt to 
claim his rights,

Mr. I'ootc and other Freethinkers were _glieJ^ted 
annoyed and hurt over this treatment of s0(11e
leader, and from that date they began to u r' e 
very strong satirical articles in the Freethin 
culing the main teachings of the Christian ^  
They followed this some time after, by issuing 
week comic pictures illustrating the absurd jnl 
of the Bible— of the New Testament as we 
Old. This enraged the Christian bigots v e l p-jitor. 
and on July 11, 1882, Mr. G. W. F'oote, the < ^  
Mr. W. J. Ramsey, the publisher, and Mr. t̂eIfor'aiid 
salesman, were brought up before the Lord May ^ j„ 
charged with Blasphemy. I wrote some ske c ^  
the Freethinker about that time, and so did m>
Mr. Heaford, but I am not quite sure whether ^  
of us were mentioned in the indictment. The 
defendants were brought before the Criunna

Co»rt

at Old Bailey, but as Mr. H. Cutner has recentl) 
a very accurate and vivid descriptive account 0 , f
trials in this journal, there is no need for me 
to them further here.

set' ini
CO»'While Mr. Foote was in Holloway Prison f() 

his twelve months imprisonment the Frecth r  of pr' 
turned to be published under the Editorship  ̂3 
Aveliug, and I continued to write for it. I - ^¡ t y  
series of articles with the strong title of “  C‘irlb i£)l)fe<l 
a Degrading Religion,”  in which I ellC fioiv 
to show that no self-respecting person could :l c£)1)|. 
innocent person to die in his place for sins he ha 
mitted, and even if he did, the sins having l’eel f̂tei- 
committed, could not be undone, or blotted out
wards I had the articles reprinted as a pamph L'

f lit'51’A few years after Mr. F'oote came out 01 1 pfic 
Mr. Chapman Cohen joined the staff of the  ̂
thinker, and for many years before Sir. Foote_s  ̂ to

nient

nil)
wrote every week articles of such great cCoH1'
establish a reputation for himself as a very 
plished critic and a profound thinker on 
and religion. Among the other contributors 
time were our friend “  Mimnermus, 
cis Neale. Mr. Charles Watts, Senr.,

at
Fpi’1' 

and Mr- Ml- -1 L“

encouragement in

who used > t
me his “ pupil,”  and from whom I receive! ■

my work joined later, al {|ie$e 
J. T. Lloyd joined a little later still. During tj,c 
years the influence of the Freethinker increase 1^. 
pictures were discontinued, and the circulation £ ¡11
enhanced. In 191s Mr. F'ootc became seri0'15

Cohen he C t.and died; and afterwards Mr.
Editor, and from that time forward, with the rj 
ance of his accomplished little army of coiit" ’ j,• 
he has carried on the work as Editor and rente'  ̂
great distinction and success. As no dot' >

atioU "Jt"
Cohen will tell the story of his long association^
this journal in this Jubilee Number, I will o
that since Mr. Cohen has been Editor he has

ni.v
\Vf¡tie"

many articles that have won the admiration 01 
thinkers from all parts of the country and 11 j,pS 
and as President of the National Secular Society,,r 
proved himself a distinguished and worthy suct 
of the two brilliant men who preceded him 1,1 . ¡Jl 
office. And, further, the great lead lie gave 
by his splendid articles on “ The Education Ql'e5 ĵit 
and “  The Blasphemy Laws,”  won for him out - |jfc- 
admiration and thanks. During the fifty years 0 ,,( 
of the Freethinker, it has gone into thottsaU 
homes, and the glory of Freethought has been ¡p 
plified in the fact that its readers have learnt 
articles the art of reasoning and the art of r  .̂yi1 
from a variety of facts on all kinds of subjects, 
religion, science, philosophy and art down to the 
mon affairs of daily life, which they could 
acquired by the perusal of any other weekly 1 
before the public.

A rthur B, M0^
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\ . Kottlimi with thep ,TER fi{ty  years of strenuous ‘ nmd-sUnging 
',lSots and superstitionists, and nn 
from a motley — 
freaks 
sole
sUlts

s> like tl ass<n tment °f religious cranks and pious 
recoi,ie, J e Christian Evidence gangsters, whose

"'as and is one long venomous trail of in- 
those who had

__.o 'j
vomited by them against all rloo often] 

k'med their backs upon the cree‘\  °l,!inkcr( which 
'bhvered to the saints,”  the William Foote, 
sl'tang from the fertile brain of George eQt to his 
Stands forth, to-day, as a perpetim rn crusade
Kt®ius. For half a century the 1 i ee _ahiect stupid
gainst the Cross and its inipHcationsr-- 0f a
hth, feav 0{ an angry God, and a ' bell, or in 
'rutal or hovesome immortality elt ie ,.<w waged in

anti-type—  heaven, has been inCCS . p TectIiinher,
'>» lively and enlightening pages o . • ne between 
"'th the result that, in the interval o ^  fiftieth

fust issue of the Freethinker <  ̂broadening
C01mnemoration of its first appearavic ’to"e Of num:-Public opinion concerning religion, as evi- 
ligion i1/ 'i,t'le Sr°tvth of practical indifference to re 
¡'as jUstG' lts various kaleidoscopic forms and phases, 

'v( t!ie initial launching of the paper whose1'othe,»SIS
re to to-day we are celebia when tire

c6m - Predict, be safely assert. , round,
'hnary of tbebirth o{ the Freethinker co • ^

cJ a,Uou"t of real and earnest virile h J  atteaU.

ah?l’r n religion wU1 bave Unv°less— amongst
t l j b/  ‘legvees and beauti u > 1 & and
a ’"Ik of the intelligent people i ■ «resent

«-». a f " i”  ib id  «

h"s be Plet-y ’ aiul sanctimonious beau y. Kmarkah\&
.1., bcen, in the last half century, a ' e l> 0f

""f i» hell-fire stock; the allurements.
active„ l!!e visil%  and deplorably declined in at-
.«* I

,e'iess' 
'ten and even an Archbishop quite recently

to0 ? arn,ng and assuring us that we can have
d'vine Uch God ”  o«d ........... *- a—
H i, societ

tlleî i° r
and can even afford to drop his 

y when more serious busincss- 
even, it may be,

>» for
‘ lle adv-.‘.U1 0Ur exclusive attention.

-money- 
love-making— put in

, llfr bee„ influence of the Freethinker has, in
r.' »'Hi a , on and a blessing to men ”  in a very 
of^red lactical sense. Hitherto man has sur-
I, '>>s attici!?.lllUcb °f bis time, and lavished loo 'W  . teuti01, .

much
ey '"ay"]1,'011’ llh°n the things of heaven— whatever

«Uer . ue— and has been far too sparing
C ?  an'1 intellect upon pushing the prm 
i„ 0{ making this world a world fit for man to

ld«lan(l ,11<IUitous ^metical monopolizationj ? f

utS a»e>h>es in all the Pas ancl priests, 'vim .} the craft and compulsion of kn . .
•M1. " s u lk y  cnrcardly « ' ' “ “ “  i “ «
nil, 111 underlinRS, aided by the ,le .¡ed
a, s"l'erstition o£ our. handcuffed and toi g
C f l(>rs •
a'H] "1 (lo.1I1<? ll” Ille(bate forbears, has got to stop itsMU'Cilnt •  ̂ ........  ,, ,, , •"oVh!-‘inShations upon tbe peace, the happiness,
s.>sitat't,,eCUlal '»dependence of mankind. I liave 

for ,,!?n >n declaring that the only policy that is 
sue in the next fifty years 

and international life is precisely that

"f

^¡e al’^'ona1
Spô  a '(i

)f IK f ''V-UU1“rt 111
^'•"^^auST?11"11'8

°kl ?Ul"?bo<i of anti-Christian attack which the»IV

l,

/  fr, 
°ti(l

r»(l

r>1" ti? eVer *̂ ° be iovcvi Freethinker made its

• O *  an»;C Very ilrst-
" 's ?eod

ami It has never pretended to 
Uphold the stupidities of the so-called 
it never turned the other cheek to the

S1"iter
Vh.til)r?fred before it for the purpose of eating and

*t never grovelled before the altar,
‘"C; an artificially created duplicate of the

omni-present God of Christianity, preseiited in 
the shape of a wafer or a piece of consecrated bread, 
miraculously transposed byr the incantations of a 
priest into the veritable body and blood of Christ; and 
last blit not least, never has it smoothed and com
posed its features so as to denote its acceptance of ab
surdities as solemn and sacred realities; and never 
has it refrained from laughing at stupid solemnities 
when presented to us as holy and venerable verities. 
For these sins of commission and omission the Free
thinker has been hated by the mealj’-mouthed utterers 
of insane inanities; its founder George William Foote, 
for the sole crime of refusing to believe and revere a 
lie, or a whole congeries of lies, as embodied in the 
Christian creed, was herded with thieves and crimi
nals of hideous character in a Christian prison, where 
he stood out as the only honest man in the awful 
crowd of malefactors— one hundred per cent 
Christians.

Foote and the Freethinker. will, I hope, never 
cease, to live in the love and affection of those who 
knew him, as I did, as a man of matchless eloquence 
— a man who lavished his genius lovingly and un
grudgingly upon the pages of his paper. I venture to 
hope that the Freethought spirit in the coming genera
tions will not let the Freethinker die when Foote’s 
successor ends his present editorial labours. Before 
we of the early Freethinker days pass on we ought 
so to stimulate the enthusiasm of our younger brethren 
that they will take good care to ensure that the 
foundations will be laid, decade by decade, for the 
celebration, fifty years hence, of the Centenary of the 
Freethinker, so that the world shall be better, and 
safer, and sweeter for the successors of Foote and 
Cohen.

To do this we must make more Freethinkers every 
year, and inspire ourselves, both young ones and old 
ones, with the fervour and courage and splendid ideal
ism of the heroes and worthies who have gone before. 
Let us, then, march on to victory. The cause for 
which Bradlaugh laboured, for which Foote suffered 
his twelve months’ martyrdom, will, surely, not fail 
to find its devotees and emulators.

W illiam  H kaforij.

COHEN’S EPIGRAMS.

Opinions, by Chapman Cohen. Pioneer Press, 1931.
Price 3s. 6d. net.

Mr Cohen, editor of the Freethinker, has published 
a book of a kind rare in the English language. It con
sists entirely of epigrams and apophthegms, many of 
which are limited to one sentence, while hardly any ex
ceed half a page. In P'rance this has long been a favour
ite form of literature, and some of the best authors, like 
Pascal, I.a Rouehefoucauld, I.a Eruyere, and Chamfort, 
have found it their natural mode of expression. We 
congratulate Mr. Cohen on having enriched English 
literature with this excellent little book, which packs a 
world of wisdom into 143 well printed pages. There is 
an excellent portrait of the author.— From “ The New 
Generation.”

MAN, NATURE AND GOD.

Given faith that conscious Will is at the helm of 
human affairs, then a definite attitude must result before 
the spectacle of humanity; hut if the mind be built to 
accept only unconscious Law as controller, the outlook 
differs and a resolute trust may develop in man, an ulti
mate arbiter of his own destiny. Neither assumption can 
be proved, or disproved ; but the relation of a controlling, 
guiding Spirit to tbe Universe lies open to doubt; its 
subjection to law does not; and building on this latter 
certainty, 1 discovered, in the evolution of the moral 
principle, full cause for trust and for hope.— Foreu'eml to 
"  Children oj Men/* l/.dni phUlpotts.
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The National Secular Society.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE.
Washington Hotei., Lime Street, L iverpool. 

Sunday, May 24, 1931.

A G E N D A .
1. Minutes of last Conference.
2. Executive’s Annual Report.
3. Financial Report.
4. Election of President.

Motion by Bethnal Green, Chester-le^Street, Liver
pool, Nelson, West Ham, and South London 
Branches :

“  That Mr. Chapman Cohen be re-elected President 
of the N.S.S.

5. Election of Secretary.
Motion by the Executive :—

“ That Mr. R. H. Rosetti be appointed Secretary.”
6. Election of Treasurer.

Motion by the Bethnal Green, North London and 
West Ham Branches :—

“ That Mr. C. C. Quinton be re-elected 
Treasurer.”

7. Election of Auditor.
Messrs. H. Theobald and Co., the retiring auditors, 

are eligible and offer themselves for re-election.
8. Nominations for Executive.

Scotland.—Mr. James Neate and Mr. F. A. Ilorni- 
brook, nominated by Glasgow Branch.

Wales.—Mr. T. Gorniot and Mr. A. C. Rosetti, 
nominated by 'Swansea Branch.

N.E. Group.—Miss K. B. Rough, nominated by 
Newcastle and Chester-! e-Street Branches.

Mr. A. B. Moss, nominated by South Shields 
Branch.

N.W. Group.—Mr. II. R. Clifton and Mrs. E. Vcn- 
tou, nominated by Liverpool and Manchester 
Branches.

S.W. Group.—Mr. W. J. W. Easterbrook, nomi
nated by Plymouth Branch.

Midland Group.—Mrs. C. G. Quinton fjunr.) and 
Mr. J. G. Dobson, nominated by Birmingham 
Branch.

South London.—Mr. TI. I’reece, nominated by 
South London Branch.

North London.—Mr. L. Ebury, nominated by 
North London Branch.

East London.—Mr. FT. Silvester, nominated by 
Bethnal Green and West Ham Branches.

West London.—Mr. li. A. Le Maine, nominated by 
West London and Fulham Branches.

9. Motion by the Executive :—
“ That this Conference desires to offer its heartiest 

congratulations to the Freethinker on the completion 
of its fiftieth year of publication; it desires to put 
on record its appreciation of the manner in which it 
lias placed its columns at the service of the National 
Secular Society, and its consciousness of the debt 
which I'rcethought in this country owes to its bold 
and unwavering championship of freedom of 
thought, speech and publication.”

10. Motion by Liverpool and West Ham Branches : —
“ That this Conference protests against the attitude 

of the Government as expressed in the Sunday Per
formance (Regulation) Bill, which rather than ex
tending the existing freedom with regard to the 
rational enjoyment of a day of rest, tends to 
strengthen the hands of Sabbatarians, and urges 
upon all who seek the mental, moral, and physical 
welfare of the people to agitate for the repeal of all 
restrictions upon the free use of Sunday.”

11. Motion by South London Branch : —
“ That the Immediate Practical Objects be amended 

in such ways as to make them acceptable to all 
Freethinkers.”

12. Motion by West Ham Branch : —
“ That in view of the general dissatisfaction with 

the wireless service on Sundays, this Conference 
suggests to all holders of a wireless licence that per

sistent pressure should be brought to bear on *  
B.B.C. by letter or otherwise, to provide an \ u, 
tive programme during such times as the T/1’ 1V. 
service is being transmitted, and failing t»‘s.L  
vision it suggests that a plebiscite of licence 
in order to test feeling on this subject.”

13- Motion by G. Hi Taylor :—  .
I hat this Conference bjr recognizing the jn’f̂ -j 

ance of a press campaign and the work done 
means when there is concerted and persistent >■ 
recommends that a publicity committee be 
lished in connexion with every branch of the * • 
with a view to correcting all misrepresent8 
which occur in the public press.”

14. Motion by Miss Wilson : sii»“
“ That each representative on the Excen ^[t 

furnish the area represented with a WO 
of the business transacted.”
Motion by West London. Branch :— a] co"'

“  That rule 7, clauses 1 and 2 in the gc" „raiicl'
eacnstitution be revised so as to permit 

having twenty-five or more members to apP 
member 011 the Executive.

i»t

16. Motion by West London Branch :- be c«'-
“  That where necessary the Exectiti'4-' , <ji 

powered to defray the travelling expense  ̂ ^  
delegate from each Branch to the Ai»iua 
ference.”
Motion by Mr. L. M. W. Easterbrook 

“ That this Conference deplores the lae  ̂ 0 ja tti1 
tancy amongst large numbers of Freetliinbcl> .„f'

t o .^ i l1country, and calls upon the Executive 
for an intensive and extensive propagafld/U ate ®

iS.

serve to awaken a determined effort to elin1'1’ ,y'' 
(lower of superstition, organized and une'S 
from the lives of the people.”
Motion by Executive :—  fy "f

Ihat in view of the approaching cci'tc,|
•e birth of Charles Bradlaugli (vSeptcniber 3 K 
is Conference is of opinion that steps s’i j  ..„it

the 
thi
taken to celebrate that event in a striking at'11 en
able manner, and authorises the Executive ^ ¡,0"

19.

sider the best way in which this could be 
report progress at the 1932 Conference.’ 
Motion by Birmingham Branch :

don»’

“ That the place of the Annual Conference j’jj ;̂ifi 
upon and decided six months before 1 
thereof.”
Motion by Fulham Branch :—  .. ¡511'1

“ That in the opinion of this Conference 1 c0iir 
visable that a standing committee he foriuc ^  ¡i>‘ 
])os(>il of representatives of various bodies '' (!>'
willing to co-operate in the promotion of tri 
objects of the National vSecular {society1 ' ^ ¡ r ,!l 
political emphasis may be given to the see’ 
those objects.”

:i.— Motion by Fulham Branch : aceri.iw iiu ji o y  r i u i i a i n  m a l i e n  : —  , J iri”  J
“ That tlie attention of Branches should b*- ^ "'j 

to the importance of securing that all lil>i^ ¡t~ ' 
other public institution be supplied with y "  
tlie Freethinker and other Frccthought hte ,̂.'1 
Motion by Liverpool, West Ham, West 
and Chester-lc-Street Branches :— , , 0f S'j

“ That this Conference deplores the p0̂ )  y L  
cessive governments in their continuously " ()]1 t 
bargaining with the rival Christian se jl0olS' 
(|ucstiou of religious teaching in the sc cC _ 
strongly condemns the present Governuien ^c> 
niving at 1 lie suspension of one of its °»1 .v^1 
tional measures, through fear of the relig]Oi,0|iit'<’|| 
and again reiterates its conviction that "<> '■
to the educational problem will be found ' g 5« 
schools receiving State-support are restricts ¿y“ 
jects defined as “  secular ”  by the Editent'0̂  t1 
and further urges that the Executive Pre?' a,c'l!l 
Secular Solution upon this public by eW ) 
witliiu its power.”
Motion by Fulham. Branch :— li;,'f

“  That this Conference regrets that no 
yet been taken towards the formation of a ( 
the training of speakers.”
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Hie Conference wifi sit irv the \\ nslnu î °^jternoon Ses-
StTeet '• Morning Session, 10.30 to 12'3°> , t() pvoduce
6'0I)> 2.30 to 4.30. Delegates will be Ietl  . cUTVCUt card 
tb̂ ir credentials at the door; Members, jet aie en-
"I membership. Only Members of the ' and visi- 
htled to be present. A L u n c h e o n  for del g< ^  Wash-
!ors at 1 p.m., proce 3s., will be pioeu . nSj papers 
mKlon Hotel. During the Afternoon P™ . followed 
wll be read on items of Freethought mt • >
by discussion. „  „Dve

Chapman com.",
R. H. ROSETTI, Secretary.

MARX OR KINGSLEY.
S ir ,— A correspondent, K.R.N., in the Freethinker, 

March 22, states that Karl Marx did not coin the phrase : 
“  Religion is the opium of the people.”  And quotes 
from Kingsley’s Politics for the People, 1848 : “ We have 
used the Bible as if it were an opium does, etc.” The 
statement from Marx can be found in the French and 
Cernían Year Book, 1844.

It was in an article called “  Introduction to a Critique 
of the Hegelian Philosophy of the Right.”

It will be noted that Marx preceded Kingsley by four 
years. W. C. Ê1.UOTT.

Correspondence.

The E d it o r  o e  t h e  “  F r e e t h in k e r . ’

SUNDAY. Rord’s
S'lWn,reply to Mr. Maurice i y ' f 0® °c l . religious 

Jb Society 1 would say that ie 1 , aHeged- to 
K̂ument ” i’s that Sunday is a “  boV as a

been commanded by God for ivwn ' , ,.^igj0us exer- 
°n which all work should cease • „Ton for the 

'Is be observed. That is the primal\ L‘ wliose
;^tence of the Lord’s Day Observance Society ^

s’tiess is to prevent Sunday from be" o 
« than a religions manner. , aiuf  jnsin-

- f>body accuses all religious people _ 1 - •
'% for a d w .fi......  •'

!U,e,npt is made tq gain support for the obscrw ’«imlsorv ow -

v IOr »ni . --  pvjupuj t>i caui «mi iumii-
" that a -‘Joatinjg such a point of view, or for believ- 
teti,., . igious Sunday is “ best.”  But wtfen an

ince-
' m,eSsil)(;  -“••’c-i vance— of Sunday as a “ holy ”  day, by 
'bey are9 !treat concern for the worker’s rest and health, 

As W-tly accused of cant and insincerity.
S'len m lls tlle “ practical help ” declared to have been 
'letorsi a’, . le F.D.O.S. to the hardressers, musicians, 

V̂en. 1 «'tail traders towards getting one free day in 
l,,(l (lool a" 1 •'*’ " r‘ve been forthcoming if such persons- û Q. . UUCII .uumuniuiii 11 >uc n
( Ay> j r« ‘ in favour of any day in the week as a rest 
',r‘!liari]vSl.'“ êsb that the “  practical help ” was offered 
";’te tlipo , ?ause 't would assist the Society to perpet- 

i» coilc4 1 \biatli superstition.
"’unity f Usi°11> Sabbath laws were inflicted on the com- 
},r>rso„, n e benefit of religion, the churches, and the 
(’sHre !, ” °t out of 'any concern for the people’s
1 Dili's!' lealt1’ - To seek,’ as the Lord’s I layers seek,
''iter gv0,l""orb t°r the enforcement of such laws on the 

’«ids, is canting and hypocritical.

N.S.S. ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 1931.
Sir ,— On behalf of the members of the Liverpool 

(Merseyside) Branch, we extend to all Branches and 
members of the National Secular Society a cordial invi
tation to Liverpool for the 1931 Annual Conference.

This yearly gathering of Freethinkers from all parts of 
the country, besides being an important item in the 
Society’s programme, has. two especially attractive 
features—the re-union of friends, and social intercourse 
for the many workers in the cause who, owing to their 
widely separated localities, are debarred from meeting.

In addition, this year marks a very outstanding event 
in the history of Freethought in this country; the Free
thinker attains its Jubilee, and we feel that such an 
occurrence should not be allowed to pass unnoticed, 
lienee we hope that this Conference will he one of the 
largest and most successful ever held, and that it will 
help to stimulate Freethought activity, not only in Liver
pool, hut throughout the British Isles. Help us to make 
a Freethinker Jubilee Conference by being one of those 
present.

We in Liverpool will do all we can to give everybody a 
very pleasant time : the fraternal side is not being over
looked, and will include the reception at the Washington 
Hotel 011 the Saturday evening, and an outing to West 
Kirby on Whit Monday. Let us remind everybody that 
Liverpool is fairly centrally situated. With greetings 
011 behalf of the Branch.

E. Egekton St.utorp, President.
S. R. A. Ready, Secretary.

Liverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S.

S U N D A Y  L E C T U K E  N O TIC E S, Etc.

I.Ci ture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
D.P.S. E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be 

inserted.

.«it SUNDAY AND BIGOTRY.
k'otr’y ‘ a')’  afraid that Mr. Whitlow’s definition of 

as “ dogmatic assertion made by someone withE>in
N ”t f lsaRree,
Ev, D0 •cv'*! is hardly adequate. If bigotry 

'c any s ''y  c than this, then few Freethinkers would 
irQ\Vn a„Crions objections to it. Let me illustrate.•vj\Vh *,J Lions to it. JA"t me juu.suuic.

ci (̂ i4l»^ticaUv that it is wicked to go to
\ ,1(l K.„°n S’” u,aya; that he thinks everyone else 
,s far nT'1,1" ’ t as wicked too. I assert the contrary.

«h,
As

.Nse m.t "°K”iatie assertion goes there is nothing to 
j ' f|”iUon 'Voe’i us, and according to Mr. Whitlow’s
'V hs ^ ; Wea

to ;.hen l!r<
: Us sE nre both guilty of bigotry. But are we?

fv, "'"He . ° 'V” Sets into power his convictions lead him 
Kpiim t'aw’ wb’cl> 1’c enforces, prohibiting anyone 

1 r‘" “ to the cinema on Sundays, whether they want,°r not.’
buter
«Uativ'',’ "° 'vt‘ver, 1 get into power. There are two 

„"O'yn a1)(js °Pen to me. Either I could retaliate upon 
.11 '̂ ’«Hlav !llake compulsory for him to go to a cinema 

'Pine ( S| or I could frame a law leaving it free to\ .  to .,n ...... .............. ..... —  .......... 0 '
aii f' \Vliiti or s^ y  ayvay as he.might choose. 
l r "’’ative- °'V bnows perfectly well which of these two 

* 'vo” ld choose to legalize— since I am a 
ir0iv!1 '' 15,it what T would like him to answer is :

’ 0r am i ) the bigot ?

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

Bethnat, G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : Mr. K. C. Saphin will lecture at '3.15 p.m.

Finsiuiry Park N.S.S.—Mr. L. Ebiiry will lecture at 
11.15 a.tu.

I'ueham and Chet,sea ¡Branch N.S.S. (comer of Shorrolds 
Road, North End Road, Walliam Green) : Saturday, 7.30,
Messrs. A. Frank, F. Day, It. Bryant.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near the 
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. L. Ebury--A Lecture.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Stonhouse Street, Clapliam 
Itoad) : 7.30, Mrs. It. Grout—“ Miracles.” Wednesday,
May 13, Rushcroft Road, Brixton, 8 p.m., Jfr. I/. Ebury. 
Friday, May 15, Liverpool Street, Camberwell Gate, 8 p.m., 
Mr. L. Ebury.

West IIam Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical College, 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : Mr. George Whitehead will 
lecture at 7 p.m. Lectures in West Ilam from Monday till 
Friday will be announced at Sunday’s meeting.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 13.0, Mr.
B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and C. Tuson; 
6.30, Messrs. A. PI. Hyatt, A. P. McLaren and B. A. Le 
Maine. Every Wednesday at 7.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood and
C. Tuson; every Thursday at 7.30, Messrs. E. C. Sapbiti 
and J. J. Darby;; exery Friday at 7.30, Messrs. A. D. 
McLaren and B. A. Le Maine. 1 Current Freethinkers can be 
obtained opposite the Park Gates, on tlic corner of Edgware 
Road, during and after the meetings.C. S. Fraser.
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New (Third) Edition Revised and Enlarged.

Christianity Slavery and 
£2 Labour as

B Y

C H A P M A N  C O H E N
i la A

This work has been revised and enlarged, and contains two plates illustrating 
stowing of slaves on board a famous Liverpool slaver. It is the most exhauS 
tive work on the subject in print, and contains a mass of historical and °^16' 
information that should be useful to everyone. The book is thoroughly dccutPen 

ed, and the references are among its most useful features.

CO N TE N TS.— Chapter I— Slavery and the Bible. Chapter II— Paganism and Slavery. 
ter III— Slavery in the Christian Ages. Chapter IV — The English Slave Trade. Chapter. 

American Slavery. Chapter V I— Christianity and Labour. Chapter V II— Black and White-

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Paper
Cloth

Is. 6d. 
2s. 6d.

Postage 2d. 
Postage 3d.

T he Pioneer P ress, 6i Farringdou Street, E.C.4.

...................................................... iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!!!!!!!̂^llllllllllllllllllllllllllll!IINli!lllli!llllllllll>ilillllllllllllllllllllllllllll!lllllll!!lllll!llllllll

L E C T U R E  N O T IC E S -cont.
West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park, Ham

mersmith) : 3.30, Messrs. Bryant and C. Tuson.
INDOOR.

H ampstead E thical Institute (The Studio Theatre, 39 
Finchley Road, N.W.8, near Marlborough Road Station) : 
11.15, Mrs. Ursula Roberts, II.A.—“ The Place of Pity in the 
Good Rife.”

South London E thical Society (Oliver Goldsmith School, 
Peckham Road) : 7.0, R. Dimsdale Stocker—“ Can Faith in 
Man Suffice Us?”

South Place E thical Society (Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.) : 11.0, S. K. Ratcliffe—'“ Fresh News from 
Chicogo.”

COUNTRY.

OUTDOOR.

Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Outing to Wrens Nest. Meet 
at top of Livery Street, 2.15, or at Dudley Castle, Town Gate, 
»t 3.15. .

Colne.—Monday, bottom of Spring Lane, 7.30, Mr. J. 
Clayton.

L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S.—Outdoor meetings 
will be held as follows : Sundays, Queen’s Drive (opposite 
Baths); Mondays, Beaumont Street; Wednesdays, Waste 
Ground adjoining Library, Knotty Ash; Thursdays, Corner 
of High Park Street and Tark Road. All at 7.30 p.m. Cur
rent Freethinkers will be on sale. Mr. Whitehead will com
mence in Liverpool on Saturday, May 16.

N ewcastle Branch N.S.S. (Bigg Market) : 7.30, Mr. R. 
Atkinson—A Lecture.

Newcastle-on-Ty .ve.—Wednesday, May 13, at 8.0 p.m., in 
Bigg Market, Mr. J. T. Brighton—A Lecture.

Nelson.—Tuesday, Bradley Road, 7.30, Mr. J. Clayton.
SUNDERLAND.— Sunday, May 10, at 7.0 p.m., Mr. J. T. 

Brighton—A Lecture.
T kawden.— Friday, near Post Office, 7.45, Mr. J. Clayton.
W ingate.— Saturday, May 9, at 7.0 p.m., Air. J. T. 

Brighton A Lecture.

indoor. mrecil
Bradford Branch N.S.S. (Godwin Cafe, God"'"1 

7.30, A Lecture. , a W:(20 ill'
Ha s t  L ancashire R ationalist A ssociation . j <41p 

Street, Burnley) : The Annual Dinner will be bê  ^ i'j 
day, May 17. At 2.30 Lecture in the above r .̂ j in j 
dinner will be served at the Empress Hotel.

Will all intending to be present kindl) 
Secretary at once. Tickets 2s. 6d. .
evening. Will all intending to be present

e. Tickets. 2s. 6d. . g
■ Secular Sunday School, 3.0 andF ails worth. 

Clavton.

To Freethinkers in Bus^
Increase your sales by advertising on ai' ' e 
pencils. Name and address, business, P‘l0 ^\te 
and Slogan. Imprint in black on gold, silver* 
and all colours, also trade block. British 1I,at 
best II.B. lead and cedar wood—a really g°°‘ ..¡tiri’ 
17/6 for 1 gross, much cheaper for clnaL e[\ 

samples free. Patronise a fellow Free’ '

A. RADLEY, 48 Cardigan Lane, Burley'

UNW ANTED CHILD*
In  a Civilized Community there ehouid

U N W A N T ED  Children.

. . .  &
For in  Illustrated Descriptive Lisi (68 page*) °  lff‘/  

trol Requisites and Books, send a ijfd ,

J . R . HOLMES, East Hanney, W a n ta i*  P

(EtUHIsheH net fly Forty Y t t r l f
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A Book every Freethinker should possess.”

The True Story of the Roman 
Catholic Church

By Joseph. McCabe.
No fiction.pro . . -->*«**, no work of drama, no fabulous tale of terrific or fantastic imagination could ap- 

j\jcA ,l ln. amazing interest The True Story of the Roman Catholic Church, as told by Joseph 
« t ,) e. ln six double volumes— altogether, 360,000 words that are packed to the last “ i ”  and 
"ith startlingr pictures of Catholic history, which is interwoven by broad crimson threads
illas ,le history of our western world. For centuries Catholicism dominated Europe. The dog- 
ambiti t le ^ornan Catholic Church prevailed as powerful law. Catholic intrigues and Catholic 
iinn °nS Were carried through relentlessly. Through all the great events of history trailed the 

Cllse and ominous policy of the Church of Rome.
jr p j is more than a general understanding of the role of Catholicism in history that Joseph' 
Hot 3 )£ g v̂es i°  this important and complete story of a religious institution which has represented 
vivJ erely faiths and beliefs but tremendous political, social power. True, McCabe impresses 
Tile y uPon the reader the broad sweep of events and the vast, surging tides of conflict and feeling. 
l°gicstory is envisaged as a whole, as a series of events and struggles and revolutions which are 
kn . -v connected. But going to make up this whole— to make it effective and convincing 
abe f ôr ^le reader— is the most detailed, careful, exact chronicle of happenings. Innumer- 
¡u ,, . . °f the most vital significance are for the first time made available to a popular audience 

"s immense, scholarly work by McCabe.
Cat h o f t  following are the titles of the twelve books (two in a volume) : 1. How the Roman 
3. j .  lc Church Really Began. 2. How the Roman Catholic Church Became Wealthy and Corrupt. 
Ages ° 'v flle Pope’s Power Was Made and Enforced. 4. How Rome Made and Ruled the Dark 
t° tj ' 5. How the People Were Made to Submit to Papal Power. 6. The True Relation of Rome 
8. jt ^evival of Art, Letters and Learning. 7. The Height of the Papal Regime of Vice and Crime. 
lW 0w Rome Fought Attempts to Reform Morals. 9. The Truth About the “  Reform ”  of 
Jfjn . ’ IO- The Last Alliance of Church and State. 11. Roman Catholic Intrigues of the 

eenth Century. 12. The Roman Catholic Church As It Is To-day.

S*X DOUBLE VOLUMES 10/6d. (P ost Free) Inland Postage only.
Imperial and Foreign Customers must add Extra Postage.

ORDER NOW ON THIS FORM.
THE LITTLE BLUE BOOKS, 82, Eridge Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey.

\ °f th T>lc ôsed is io/6d. for which send me. post free, the six double volumes of “  The True Story 
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A Chapter from “ The History of the Intellectual 1 
Development of Europe." I
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|  Tas Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, K.C.4. j
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FREETHINKER’S BOOKSHELF

SOME R A T I O N A L I S T  PR ESS P U B L IC A T IO N S

T H E  T H I N K E R  S  L IB R A R Y
OVEIi Two Hundred Thousand ALREADY SOLD

First and Last Things. By H. G. Wells. 
Education: Intellectual, Moral, & Physical.

B y  HERBERT SrEKCEJi.

The Riddle Of the Universe. By E rnst Haeckel.
Humanity’s Gain from Unbelief, and other 

Selections from the works of Charles Brabladgh.
Oil Liberty. By J. S. Mill.
A Siiort History of the World. By II. G. W ells. 
Autobiography of Charles Darwin.
The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 
Twelve Years in a Monastery. By J. McCabe. 
History of Modern Philosophy. By A. W. Been.

Gibbon on Christianity.
The Descent of Man. By C h ar les  D arwin. 

Civilization in England (Vol I.) By H. T . I]acKt1' 
Anthropology. (In Two Vols.) By Sir E. B. P 10*' 
Iphigenia. (Two Plays by Euripides.) By C. B- Bq»»*”’

★  L A T E S T  AD D I TI O N S

Lectures and Essays. By T. H. Huxley.
The Evolution of the Idea of God. W ^

Allen.
An Agnostic's Apology. By Sir L e sl ie  S tei'»1̂

The Churches and Modern Though1- ’
Vivian Phelips (“  Philip Vivian ” ).

ALL THE ABOVE ARE BOUND AND COST Is . EACH

BY THE RT. HON.
A History or Free thought in the Nine

teenth Century. 2 vols., G72 pp. and 48 Portraits ; 
25s. net.

“ A very rem arkable bo o k ; it is what every book ideally should be 
—it book which no one in the world could have written but its 
author.”—Leonard Woolf, in a two-column review in  “ The Nation 
and Atheneeum."

Charles Bradlaugh. Gibbon. Renan. Vol
taire. Each vol. 138 pp,, with four illustrations ; cloth, 
Is. n et; paper cover, Od. net.

j Pagan Christs. Second impression of second edition, 
484 pp. demy 8vo ; cloth, 7s, Od. net.

J. M. ROBERTSON
A ;Short History of Christianity. a7‘ 11

paper cover, 2s. net.
, la. net’Explorations. 254pp. ;cloth, 2s. net; paper cover.
■ d ft111Christianity and Mythology. N ew , revise 

expanded, edition, 495 pp.; cloth, 5s. not.

The Dynamics of Religion. Second ei1ltl 
revised, with additions. ¿520 pp.; cloth, ds. 6d.

• “ In Mr. Kobovtson’s extraordinarily learned and closely
book......he rarely  uses an argum ent which I th ink on soup
one which I think ridiculous.”—L konadd Woolf, in  ¿ lw 
and A thenäum ."

These works represent the high-water mark of Rationalist scholarship

SOME MISCELLANEOUS PUBLICATIONS
The Martyrdom of Man. By W in-wood Reape. 

507 pp. fcap 8vo; leather, 4s. fld. net; cloth, 2s. Od. net.
Religion as a Bar to Progress. By C. T.

Gorham. Clothette, Is. net; paper cover, 7d. net.
Questions for Catholics. By E. H. Hayward. 

Clotliette, 2d . (id. net ; paper cover, 1h. (id. net.
History of Rationalism In Europe. By

W. E. H. L u ck y . Cloth, 8s. (id. net ; paper cover, Is. net.
The A B C  Of Evolution. By Joseph McCabe. 

Cloth, 2s. net ; paper covey, Js. net.

History of the Conflict between RHfjT̂ t. 
and Science. By J. W. Draper. Ciothette, 2s-1,1 ■

Life Story of a Humanist. By F. J- Q°l ‘ 
With Portrait and 3 Plates. Cloth, 2s. net. nlodb

Savage Survivals. By J. Howard Moore- 
2s. Od. net ; paper cover, la. Od. net.

„oV0r'The Age of Reason. By T homas Paine. PaPel 
Is. net.

Shaken Creeds: The Virgin Birth V o c t v l N
By Jocelyn Buys. 272 pp.; cloth, 7s. Od. net; I'

Why I Am Not a Christian.
Bertrand Russell. 3d. net.

By the Hon.

Spiritualism Explained. By Georoe W hitehead. 
Cloth, 3s. net; paper cover, 23. net. -

The Religion of the Open Mind. By A. G.
W hyte. Cloth, Is. net.

Slayers of Superstition. By E. Royston Puce, 
h Illustrations. Cloth, 3s. Od. net.

What is Eugenics? By Major Leonard Darwin. 
Clothette, Is. net; paper cover, 7d. net.

cover, 3a. Od. net. $
Selected Proso Works of Shelley. (Inv‘ id 

“ The Necessity for Atheism”  and “ A RefatR“  
Theism.” ) Cloth, 2s. Od. not; paper cover, Is. i'et-tTThe Case for Sunday Games. By H. p-
M.P. (Lord Snell of Plumstead). 3d. net. ,t

Concerning Man’s Origin. By Prof. Sir A1" "  
K e it h . Clothette, Is. net; paper cover, 7d. net. ^

Thinker or Boliovor? By W. II. W illiamson’- 
pp.; cloth, 2s. net; paper cover, Is. net.

, nVct
★  The above are only some of the R.P.A, publications. A complete Catalogue, containing particulars ..gt 
TWO HUNDRED titles, together with specimen copies of the Literary Guide (the organ of the Ration? i 
Movement in the English-spoaking world) and tho Wideawake Magazine (for young people), may bo obta11 
gratis on application.
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