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Letters to the Editor, etc.

Views and Opinions.
t o ,°fe

Hk‘ «1$ (About Sunday-
"ill n(|’n|nidtee stage of the Sunday Observance Bill 
‘"nv ,1 . Je reached for two or three weeks, and we 
heayr defer -
Pect ôes 011 in Committee. But we do not ex- 
ahu a,ly drastic alteration will b 
char Ulat theatres will be included, and the sturdy 
lWu F of the British public may be seriously 
llrjt 0,1 by it being permitted them, as free-born 

4 1'S’ to see the “ White Horse Inn”  on Sunday

further criticism of the measure until we

we see every Sunday during the 
die 4  die innocence of childhood undermined by 
l,itir , l)errnitting Italian ice-cream vendors to serve

Suffer''Ulfc ^a!'es- as though when Our Lord said 
SS }  ; 1 c'ren to come unto me,”  he and his disciplesv‘ 1]̂  *.1 1 \ 
taju Ule streets of Jerusalem with a row of ice-

'Tiy)  ̂ Jjjs- When, after debauching childhood in this 
H s .bow it up with holding out sinister invita- 

ôbertRf)Vlce by pennitting Henry Ainley, or Forbes
i011* to * *vc
til ten  ̂ appear in plays on Sunday evening, and
J0in ■l|'i die pure and lofty soul of Harry Lauder 

d'fe 1|1( 111 die vile work, the sun of the British Em- 
llut nfi near its setting.

V

all

%

3iue ' genuine opposition will be set aside by the 

eral principle of the Bill.fillerd that the House of Commons has approved '-nen ■

Tpthe
0f d’e Solicitor-General, and we have the assur-

In the Committee,, tj)e
v'ipi)s  ̂measure is to be in the care of Sir Stafford

r^iotiif1-0 (~ îr'slian World that he is a man of “ deep
*ss,ttitj;,! 11 Quiets who may lie trusted to see that no

tlie safeguard is whittled away.”  He will reply,
i <>rds °f Mr. Clyncs, that the Bill really alters 
% that
V Hit).

at
in t!; °st

exists, since it only permits people to 
they are already doing. That is certainly 

ic. ^ rcmarkable justification for a Bill ever given 
1 ■ Cjv °"Se of Commons. If this were Chicago, and 
"’a were Big Bill Thompson, we can picture

0ditcing a Bill to legalize the gangsters and

racketeers on the ground that it would only be legal
izing what was already in operation; it did not inter
fere with anything else, and the lofty Christian senti
ments of everyone should be satisfied when it was 
understood that a proportion of the profits made by 
A 1 Capone & Company was to be given to charity. 
But the best joke of all is that of Mr. Clynes exhort
ing the House to face the situation with courage. Ye 
gods! No wonder the Daily Telegraph described 
him as “  timidly defiant.”  He baas as ferociously 
as any sheep suffering with stomach-ache. He would 
dauntlessly raid a hen-roost— if he were permitted to 
wear chain armour as a protection against the assault
of the angry chickens.

*  *  *

T h e  S a b ba ta rian — A  T yp e.

I must apologize for the attractive stupidities of 
the Bill having diverted me from the topic I set out 
to write on. This is an article contributed to the 
Daily Express, by Mr. Ben Turner, Labour M.P. for 
Batley and Morley. Mr. Turner heads his article 
“  We are not bigots, but Christians,”  which rather 
opens him to the charge of writing tautologically. 
Mr. Turner voted against the .Second Reading of the 
Bill, which I should have applauded had his vote 
been decided by reasonable considerations. But it 
was not, and his article may be taken as an attempted 
justification of his vote. Mr. Turner defines a bigot 
as one who is obstinately attached to opinions, which 
is not a very good definition. I prefer to define a 
bigot who as one who refuses to make allowance for 
any opinions other than his own, and Mr. Turner 
comes dangerously near to that when he declines to 
endeavour to understand the opinions of other people. 
For example, he prates about his desire to keep Sun
day (in the interests of clarity, call it the weekly day 
off) as a day of rest, sweet and clean, etc., etc. But 
there is no difference of opinion about these things. 
The difference arises as to what makes the day of rest 
healthy— mentally, morally, and physically.

Mr. Turner appears to be under two impressions, 
both of which are demonstrably wrong. The first is 
that the Sunday was instituted for the purpose of im
proving the physical and moral health of the health of 
the people. That is not the case. The Sabbath is a 
taboo day, the whole reason for its existence is a re
ligious one. And the “  English Sunday ”  had its 
origin in one of the narrowest and the most depress
ing forms of Christianity that the world has known. 
The English Sunday was based on the Jewish concep
tion of how the Sabbath should be spent, which was 
in turn based on a still more ancient form of super
stition. If Mr. Turner will glance at some of the 
early Puritan literature on the question of the Sab
bath, he will find very little about happy firesides and 
social well being, but a great deal about the anger of 
the Lord with anyone who breaks this particular 
taboo.
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The second gross misunderstanding of the subject 
is in connexion with the existing Act of 1781. One 
does not expect Members of Parliament to be students 
of history or of anthropology, but they might occa
sionally hunt up the history and meaning of the Acts 
of Parliament they are asked to repeal or support. 
And the ultimate reason for the existence of the 1781 
Act was the very mean one of stopping discussions on 
religious and radical subjects. The good Christians 
of that day knew that the hours of labour for working 
men were such that there existed precious few oppor
tunities for discussing anything during the week. 
But on Sundays, there was growing up the habit of 
discussing religion, and very heretical opinions were 
being disseminated. Moreover, the people of that 
day would not have stood very easily all meetings 
being brought under a licence such as the present 
government, being an advanced Labour Government, 
is suggesting; so it was thought that if payment for 
admission was prohibited, that would do the trick. 
For that would at least obstruct the “  lower ”  classes 
holding such meetings, since being poor they would 
depend upon the takings to cover the cost of holding 
the meeting. Hence the existence of the 1781 Act 
which Mr. Turner wishes to see perpetuated. There 
never was any aim at improving the condition of the 
people or of brightening their homes or their lives. 
It was the men who created this Act who also 
created the terrible factory system, and also the 
horrible slums of the factory towns, and who sent men 
to prison for daring to ask, in combination, for the 
slightest alleviation of their miserable existence.

*  *  *

T h a t C h ristian  F iresid e!

Mr. Turner is not merely wrong, he is absurd when 
he lets loose the sugary nonsense about Sunday being 
by tradition, the day for “  calm serenity, and for the 
gathering of families round the fireside.”  When 
was this I wonder ? Why the picture is so untrue, 
that so soon as he pens his fantastic description he 
forgets it and says, “  I should certainly not like to 
go back to the old drab Sunday of fifty years ago, 
when to smile or whistle was a crime, and to indulge 
in any harmless home-made game was enough to send 
you to bed without supper. I am thankful that 
those days have gone.”  But these days were only 
fifty.years ago! Evidently the happy, smiling faces, 
round the fireside were not very common at that day. 
But fifty years ago there were very strong complaints 
about the growing desecration of Sunday; fifty years 
ago there were Sunday Excursions, Sunday concerts, 
and various other Sunday amusements for those 
who wanted them. Earlier still, say, twice fifty 
years ago, the "  drab Sunday ”  was far more in evi
dence, and Mr. Turner need only intensify the misery 
of his own childhood on Sunday to realize what must 
have been the lot of the still more unfortunate 
youngsters who belonged to an older generation. I 
would say that no child outside the pages of a Sabba
tarian tract ever looked upon the approach of Sunday 
with anything but apprehension or noted its end with 
any feeling other than that of satisfaction. The happy, 
smiling gathering round the fireside about which Mr. 
Turner “  moithers,”  was a day of over-eating and 
sleeping, varied with dull Bible readings, and gener
ally, to quote Robert Louis Stevenson, “  honouring 
the Sabbath by a sacred vacancy of mind.”

But beyond the family circle was the outside world 
— the thousands of young men and women who simply 
would not and did not gather round the family fire
side to indulge in the enjoyment of Mr. Turner’s 
“  sweet Sunday.”  They were out in the streets, 
with no healthful opportunities in the shape of excur
sions, since they too were considered a desecration of

the sweet Sunday, and no opportunities f°r P ot 
away the time other than that of the public 
simply lounging about the streets. “  Even ' fy 
alone,”  says Mr. Turner with quite unlieCoj 0ur 
heroics, “  I stand for the spiritual well-beinS ^  
people and our nation.”  Political religiously  
not usually found standing alone, and it 1 0f 
likely that a general conviction of the desira 
sweeping away the old 1781 Act would Ie0' ■[ j* 
Turner unconvinced. And the assumption t 1 0„c
only by way of supporting Sabbatarianism u 
can uphold the well-being of the nation is 1 jjr, 
mark of bigotry at its best— or worst. 0ne ( ‘ ' )ll0re 
Turner may realize that the demand f°r . « we 

does no1rational Sunday is on behalf of the “  spirit110 
It is true that everyone 1

wish to listen to classical music, attend nu (
being of the people.

to listen to classical music 
visit art galleries, or watch the 
dramatic art on Sunday, but neither do all Cm1" jj[e 
wish to go to the Churches where the l11-̂  eriatb'e

16 chef 
the

is taught and sermons preached of such Sl,Pc 
intellectual quality that no one— not even the P
— knows what on earth they are about. There °r 
orgies of emotionalism of the lower class evanfc-^j 
there are the lyin g discourses and the 1° ''  ̂ o£t.

' ' #preaching of the professional evangelists, and 110 p'

formance ever staged in theatre, music hall or c°  ̂
made more surely for national ill-being tlia‘ 
these. I do not wish to call Mr. Turner a bf£° ¡f 
if he really means all he says and all he impfieS’ ^5 a 
he really says all he believes, then he certainly rl 
danger of being placed in that category. .

I have not dwelt upon the downright imperPl 
of a man who, after demanding the right to s°'.^e 
lie shall spend liis own day of rest, proceeds to 1 ‘

of * *  
imp'

laws preventing others spending their day 
they see fit, because I have found it a slieer 
sibility to make that type of Christian real1?c 
utter impertinence of his claim.

C h apm an  C o^ '

More Freethought Editor^

“ Though few,
We hold a promise for the race ... 
That was not at our rising.”— Mcrcd’

“  Liberty’s chief foe is theology.”— Bradlaugl'-

at ^^ _________o _ ________ ______________________ _

born Viaduct steps, the windows of which disp'0-' of
O v e r  forty years ago there was a small shop p  J  l

chaste selection of educational books, 
a window, however, was devoted to works of 0

One PottitfO<e
afl1’

inflammable character, and, in the opinion of 
was calculated to blow up, not only Holborn 
itself, but also St. Paul’s Cathedral, the City

Vi°' 
Te*>P 

so‘----------------------------------, —  .

and Westminster Abbey. For, this apparent^ p, 
book emporium was the publishing office 0 0̂,
Agnostic Journal, edited by W. Stewart RosS> pl
under the pen-name of “  Saladin,”  carried on 0 of 
larly effective guerilla warfare against the n° 
Superstition. 5 of

Ross combined the two very different charac gjS 
tradesman and missionary of ideas, and in the Pr 
often proved himself a quick-change artist. P 
moment he would be selling mathematical w’° . 
an aspirant for academical honours, and the ne> 0jr 
tinning an interrupted debate with a loquaci°l1? 1 
ponent who had no intention of buying anyth ̂  p- 
have often interrupted a fiery debate in order 
tain the current issue of the Agnostic Jouri>a > 
heard the rich Doric of Ross’s Northern acce11 
walked away into “  London’s central roar.”  p<’ 

Ross was “  a man of parts,”  and attracted 1,1 c0t>- 
sonal following by his literary gifts, which 'verC
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Mderable. As a poet lie could be as se was as 
uielancholy as a midnight sea, au as ^hat oi
"̂11 of purple patches and as oVlC - e tbe most 

Macaulay, who, by the way, remains weekly
'tadable of authors. In  addition ^ up aU 
articles in the Agnostic Journal, from two-
unending stream of publications, ran 
volume books to slender pamphlets.
books, t i . - ~ One of his
Popery i,„jC ^onjessional, a trenchant attack on 
aries 0f

y  U h  Uook

li ltad a large circulation far beyond the bound 
the Freethought Movement, and lus God

-  was at one time almost as popular as
"Rtrsoil’s Mistakes of Moses. vears, and his
w»s kept his paper going for many *ubsc’ribing to 

taders most loyally supported him • laUdable ob- 
‘f Ostentation Fund, which achieved at bay,
bets of keeping printer and paper-me conunon
u 11 did not give its editor the wages Ross
««et. Unlike most FrecthoucM ^  the
"«Ver learned the art of public spea 'in • sometimes 
v'shes of his admirers, however, with wliat
^ 'n t the rostrum, but he always started 
sbould have been11 oUUluci, ;'“ vu ueen the peroration, and "cloyed with too 
'v°Uld ^ Cess-” Even when acting as chairman, he 
e°ncen, , W off the deep end ’ ’ with resonant periods
"ild,
saw

erningQer the caves of Elephanta,”  to the be-
’out of the real lecturer of the evening who11 in u:-MVV} . ---- *VMI, X^buiv.1 V/l L11V. V.VCUIX15 u uv

him’ Ti 11S « * * * •  eye, the la§t train going without 
attr|in .°,SS always got his mede of applause, which he 
""sdu^r oratorical gifts, but which, in reality,____ _rs“  “w 5 ~

¡one to his literary prowess. Trreethouglit or-
Ipart from purely propaganda ATorlev who

com’-mUCh good work waS c1°ne >y and edited the 'hdiuted to the Saturday Review, ■ tbe
N n g  Star and the Fortnightly . ^ ^ n a l  drafts 
Q{ ‘"amed periodical first appear« 1 Com p rom ise, 
2 * * *  of his finest work, such a s O n C o t  Rqus.
. ' h'e scholarly studies of Du ®r.° ’ During his 

and the great French Freethinker. o{ten
n ̂ h i p  important Freethought articles
Pushed •
'«flu
n, lence, in that review, which became one of great 

and even invited the flattery of imitation. 
lisbVi'llneteenth Century followed the lead, and pub-

e ¿V

«Ulmi, 1'flatly Huxley’s outspoken articles, which 
ne '.l ch in his famous literary duel with Glad- 

«st0nj ^  ivhich the Liberal statesnian found, to hisionish ___
«'i a,|v n'ent, that verbosity was a poor shield against 
:"Hl °;safy armed with all the resources of science 
«̂«hfcd' t]lUe' This intellectual ferment actually 

I'ditof e other side of the Atlantic, and the acute 
«̂Sersoii " 'e American Review pitted Colonel

V s t ia against Cardinal Manning, and other 
W  aPplogists, and added to the gaiety of the

burin T eahing world as a consequence.

g,” ¿ V  Printed the word “  God ” with a little 
as the discussion in those far-off

_ . t —O ov/wu u vv/uavvjuvuvv.
'flat lr Us journalistic and editorial career it is said

V s  oafn£ so livel 
‘«if '«°, H uit,

y w
■ '* -**w ’-'I' w ~----- *----------  "J -K---

r hon f ”  w‘tr a small “  m.”  Morley deserves 
r;,rcst 0c °r* then as now, integrity was one of the 

“ es. in Fleet Street.
Nuthm . slender proportions, and only issued 
‘ bis i .y * r he L

ffton of the Spectator retaliated by spell-

" lias m ----J — '— ' -------- 1------ 0 --------
Wap. een edited for many years by Mr. Charles

iterary Guide, merits passing notice.
v attS 4-u ---; ------/ "

,flie p ’ llle well-known publisher, who was cradled
‘gilt ii .̂eth°ught Movement. It has always been a
Irl. , TlffriCO- <1 «X,. ..1 ,1  AVI' Vi dim 111 _

«fi.
>Ua Paper, and its chief contributors have in- 

redenVi ° M. Robertson, Joseph McCabe, and
t) V è r  J- Gould-
111!

r \ fheir^ °Wadays, newspapers exist to make money 
j'bbe jjjo Proprietors, honestly, if they can, but to 

t»ressllyy' This simple fact explains why the en- 
°f a civilized country dismisses in a few

r'°db‘aP US «here a greater need than at present for 
«Is.- edited by “  intellectuals ”  for “  intellec-

lines such an awful catastrophe as an Indian famine, 
which means death from starvation of thousands of 
men, women, and children, and gives an exaggerated 
publicity to the domestic lives of royal personages. 
Whether an august person reads his Bible in his bath, 
or whether another equally exalted person has two 
lumps of sugar in her tea, is a matter of microscopic- 
importance, but the welfare of thousands of human 
beings is of consequence. It also helps us to under
stand why a free and enlightened press is so often 
moved to frenzies of apprehension as to the fate of 
homicidal criminals, who are almost invariably des
cribed as “  handsome ”  or “  beautiful.”  This is the 
most flagrant and disgusting sensationalism, and is 
founded on the system of appealing to the multitude 
of half-wits rather than to the more thoughtful mem
bers of the community, and thus to ensure those huge 
circulations which eventually materialize into' fat 
dividends for the proprietors.

Some innocents imagine that mere writers exert 
little or no influence in politics and upon politicians, 
in statesmanship and upon statesmen. It is a fond 
illusion. What far-reaching influence did not Jean 
Jacques Rousseau exert in world-politics? Instead 
of being a voice crying in the wilderness, his was the 
most potent voice in the Europe of his day. Who 
heeded the infidel, Thomas Paine? Yet liis was the 
hand that first wrote the arresting words, “  the 
United States of America,'”  the great Republic won by 
the swords of Lafayette and Washington. Think 
of Victor Hugo, who held aloft the banner 
of Liberty against all the trickeries and machinations 
of the tyrants of the days of the infamous Third Em
pire. There is nothing else in history but this eternal 
fight between freedom and tyranny, and the pioneers 
have ever been on the side of Liberty. But, as George 
Foote so aptly remarked : “  We shall never enfran
chise the world without touching people’s supersti
tions.”  That is the reason why there is so great a 
need for Freethought. To make a new world, no 
audacity contributes that is not in the first place in
tellectual. The greatest need of the present age is 
boldly honest minds. Mimnrrmus.

Ferrer—His Revenge.

T iie ghost of Ferrer, which has relentlessly haunted 
the footsteps of Alfonso the 13th— the last of the 
Spanish Kings— has at length vindicated the 
memory of the martyr • of Montjuich. The 
man who signed the death warrant of the 
great Spanish educationalist, did, in effect, by 
that act rob Spain of a heroic Freethinker, 
who spent his life and fortune in creating the much- 
needed schools of the “  Escuela Moderna.”  By his 
fatal act the King brought about the natural and in
evitable nemesis which has overtaken him.

On October 13, 1909, all the Bishops and priests of 
Spain, and all the bigots and superstitionists of the 
Church of Rome— and not only those of the Pope’s 
Church, but all the smaller bigots of every creed who 
hate F'reethought, and also hate all educa- 
tutional institutions which they fear may endanger 
the growth and development of Christian tendencies 
— rejoiced at the death of the reformer. But their 
satisfaction was to be dearly bought. No martyr 
of old was so instantly honoured as was 
F'errer— by the pathetic but angry grief of untold 
thousands of people who in all the principal towns 
and cities of the civilized world, with indignant but 
spontaneous unanimity, affixed the brand of Cain in
delibly upon the brow of Spain’s last, and now exiled,

L
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monarch'. His crown lie may never wear again, but 
that brand, which on that day was burnt upon His 
brow by the flaming indignation of the horrified con
sensus of vast multitudes throughout the world, will 
never, in time or eternity, be forgotten nor forgiven. 
Ever since the tragic crime was committed at Mont- 
juich the rumblings of insurrection and revolution 
have been increasingly audible in Spain; Dictator has 
succeeded to Dictator, but without more than transi
tory success; constitutional government and Parlia
mentary rule have been vainly hoped for, until at last 
the obvious and only remedy— that of Revolution—  
has been forced upon the unwilling acceptance of the 
Monarch, to the joy and gratification of the people of 
Spain.

Ferrer’s murder was consummated on October 13, 
1909. The schools he founded were closed; the 
scholars were scattered, and robbed of the cultural 
advantage of a generous and enlightened education, 
and the property and funds intended for the mainten
ance of the schools were seized by the Government. 
The vindication of Ferrer, however, was not long 
delayed. I had the happiness of finding in my dear 
friend, Monsieur George Horand, the one indispensible 
man to rescue the name of Francesco Ferrer from 
unmerited infamy. I went to Paris a few months 
after Ferrer’s murder in order to appoint M. Forand 
as the testamentary executor of Ferrer’s affairs, as I 
was quite unable to undertake the onerous duties of 
that office as Ferrer’s executor, consistently with the 
claims of my time and private duties and interests in 
this country. As a distinguished Belgian lawyer and 
an accomplished linguist Forand had the full qualifi
cations requisite for the task which would have 
devolved upon me, if I had elected to undertake to 
act upon ' the duties of that office. M. Forand 
promptly left for Spain and went to work, and 011 
December 29, 1911, he initiated the legal proceedings 
in Madrid, in which the Supreme Tribunal there 
justified our implicit belief from the first in the inno
cence of Ferrer.

In result, the highest court in Spain proclaimed that 
in none of the 2,000 prosecutions instituted on 
account of the Barcelona insurrection in July, 1909 had 
any trace been found of an intervention therein on 
Ferrer’s part. As a result, General Weyler ordered 
the restitution of Ferrer's property, and rejected the 
claims made against his estate by the convents in re
spect of damages wrought upon those institutions; the 
Supreme Tribunal declaring that no proof whatever 
had been found of Ferrer’s complicity during the 
deeds of violence and destruction occurring in the 
July, 1909 commotion, nor that any part of those mis
deeds had been committed under Ferrer’s orders. It 
would appear that during the July events, the convents 
presented fantastic demands for indemnity against 
F'errer, in respect of damages and injury to their pro
perty, and they actually moved the Bishop of Barce* 
Iona to intervene in their favour, but the Supreme 
Tribunal sternly set aside their claims as unfounded.

Ferrer’s legal rehabilitation was a signal triumph 
for right and justice. I have no doubt that Alfonso 
now knows in his heart of hearts that his destiny and 
downfall ultimately depended upon the reckless death- 
warrant which he signed for the obliteration of one 
of his noblest subjects— Ferrer. Had he stood out
against the clamours of tlic Bishops and their noisy 
and ignorant priests, and had he faced with courage 
the implications and consequences arising from the 
seductive wiles and recklessness of the Spanish clergy, 
he might long ere this, have won the grateful admira
tion of all the more generous and noble-minded ele
ments of the Spanisr race. He spurned a splendid 
opportunity, and— in effect— threw away a glittering 
crown.

WlIJ.IAM IIlCAI'ORD.

MaÿJIw^  

The Truth About Y a h w e b .

It has been claimed for Jehovah— it is still c ^ 
by millions of uninstructed believers— that 11 
sents the highest ideal of perfection that  ̂ ti, 
nature has ever reached, and that he was inC<|

d$ably superior to the numberless heathen g° '^¡1. 
contemporaries and rivals. Even the Sre.at t|ieIIie, 
stone waxed lyrical when he wrote on this ^  
declaring, in his reply to Col. Ingersoll, rf 
name of Jehovah is “  encircled in the heart 0 n 
believer with the profoundest reverence an( ^
It is also claimed that to the Hebrews alone m g0d 
revealed that there is only one God, and tn

ins

was Jehovah. cults'But those who are acquainted with the res ^  
explorations and excavations in the East, S1 aflCjeSt
deciphering of the cuneiform and other * ^
scripts, have a very different story to tell. rq hut ** 
the facts have been known for many years,  ̂ ¡ve 
the most part they have been confined to not f°f 
books and journals written for specialists and 
the public; and, in so far as the Churches aie

thecerned, completely ignored.
inBut now that the results of these discovert« j]jVe 

East are being popularized in cheap books whic ^ 
a wide circulation, it is felt that the time ha» ^  
when it would be a wise policy to reveal soine . j0us 
truth, before it is divulged by profane and hre 
hands in the popular press. j, jtr

This, no doubt, is the idea underlying the 
cently published by the “  Society for Pr°” jjf 
Christian Knowledge,”  entitled The H eW 11’ m <, 
ligion and Development. By W. O. E- pt 
and T. H. Robinson. (Published at 10s. 6( ■ clit 
Oesterley is Professor of Hebrew and Old J eSj.‘,,Inii|' 
exegesis at the University of Fondon, and 
ing chaplain to the Bishop of Fondon-—1 j ¡f 5° 
whether he has ever examined the Bishop, alli of of 
what he found?— Dr. T. H. Robinson is Profes 
Semitic languages at the University of Cardiff' ^  
are both Doctors of Divinity and are not 
either in learning or religion.

Tn our Bibles the name of God is given aS 
but all Hebrew scholars are in agreement t h a t . ffii 
" wrong translation. The primitive 1 M
language was written without vowels, theref^6 $
name in Hebrew appears like this J H ^  .U ;.

it in'to

translators added the vowels, making n.- T ' 
JeHoVall. But scholars now assure 11s that 11 
rect translation should be Yahweh. tal1ght

The vast majority of Christian children are 
that religion and the idea of God was fits 
known to the Israelites by a direct revelab0’1 
God himself, the writers were “ inspired” ^  ]i0''' 
In direct contradiction to this, our authors sh°j 
religious ideas slowly, and naturally, evolvel  ̂ Ji> 
the childish fancies and ideas of primitive 11,3 
fact in Animism, about which our authors °^sei ni\ 'I 

If it be asked how we are to suppose that ti'1 
the Animistic stage represented to hii,lSC jt 1 
power or spirit which animated the stream^ 
very doubtful whether any certain answer 
given. Such things are not enquired *n^°• •
in a very low stage of culture ; the “  P. a . --------- , 1
race, like the child, takes many tilings f°r 1iie''t'
questions are obviously not asked when the 
capacity for framing them is as yet absent ‘,st 

We use the term A n im ism  : this implieS tl'1’ 
istence of “  spirits ” ; but it is quite cert;Û e i‘ 
man in this low stage of culture had not  ̂ ,̂jr̂  
motest conception of what we understand F
To conceive of an immaterial entity was bc? ,ejT a 
power. We doubt therefore whether a ^  jil̂  
answer can be given to the question as to h() 
in this early stage presented to himself tha 
animated a stream, or tree, or cloud, (PP- *’
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Of Tr 1
that the r. e>rew Evasion of Canaan they observe, 
that of tl êilera' pukure of the invaders was below 
111 fact ,,'e '"habitants they found there : “ It seems,. iact. that fi V ■
tine cn n 0 ,y  sllllPly adopted the cultur e of Pales*

tfiy ..  S J » * .  original language was presum- 
Htbrtvv ' !u °f Aramaic; in Canaan they used 
Atnarna’a ^ ° '<- sheech °f the people in the Tel-el- 
¡n Israel’'^  ■ Pe c'yil kuv which we find embodied 
to an theS tar''est codes is a form of that common 
W r PCOples Western Asia, and resembles the 
l0nians esente(f in the law of the Hittites, the Baby- 
far in ace”' • l̂e Assyrians . . .  so, too Israel went 
f°Uncl ni,CLp!'n? l̂e deities and the cultus which they

Wl;
"heady i

'ales aboi f6 ? Cre yoiln£ we were told the most awful 
"lade to ]!• t le heathen god Baal, and the sacrifices 
"ford •> lm’ now we learn that Ba’al simply meant 
that th'e an<̂ Airther : “  there is reason to believe 
I Vaĥ gij i' °rd ' Ba-’al ’ was actually applied to Him 
fill Hqs > aS. a descriptive title, and tlia

>r in the country.”  (pp. 169-170.)

lat it was not
7.) <j,a s f'nie that tlie term fell out of use.”  (p. 

'ait 0j '.tre "  ere many Baals and Yalnveh was only 
Aaliweh ern’ Whe. beginning of the religion of 
lllei'ced ar"011£ the Hebrews, say our authors, eom- 
Hittin " ltp ^f°ses, who fled from Egypt after com- 
)lidian a., ltlUrder, and. settled in Mount Sinai in 
'l-law ’ ' r 'ere ' le kept the flock of Jethro liis fatlier- 

F) J key continue : —
tribgg !'.er’ as is well known, among nomadic 
god , lere were tribal gods; each tribe had its own 
tribal"'.1 the ttocl held sway within the limits of the
^tioiia^^t01̂ : i118'’ as ' n '"ter days there were 
c°Untr, gods whose power was restricted to the
.M0lln °f Jhe nation. It follows, therefore, that 
1, [ tunai close to which, according to Exod. iii.
kenifSeS Was feeding Jethro’s flock, was within the 
V;dlNv̂ i ferritory of tire Midianite land, and that 
e- e 1, who is described ns dwelling on Mount 
lud y ,''as originally the tribal god of the Keuites 

So*'  ̂ U°  Was priest, (p. 111.)

Si,,,;-1’ Who is described as dwelling on Mount 

Jethr,

fiat inf'l Aalivveh was merely one of the tribal B aal’s 
Hre^.este  ̂ Palestine, and was taken over b y  the 

f'ere. as 011e of the fixtures when they arrived 
that y. ^*e have to confess,”  say our authors, 

'sraol '  d<> not know for certain whom or what 
S n f l  'torslliPPed in pre-Mosaic times, and must 

S0Tne extent 011 conjecture based on the
k.) j s suPplied to us in the B ible.”  (pp. 131- 

tn Us eonclnde 
A the dyillff god :

"ill t,^':1 lls conclude with Heine’s inimitable fare-

M g i’f 'd i a r  awe, a mysterious piety, forbids our 
iiijr  ̂ ’"ore to-day. Our heart is full of shudder- 
is^ '" P a s s io n  : it is the old Jehovah himself , that 
Wei, jrPari,'g  f°r death. We have known him so 
;ii„0, ° m '"s cradle in Egypt, where he was reared 
()11’oiis l 'U' divine calves and crocodiles, the sacred 
kbevvej, lp'scs’ and cats. We have seen him bid 
to tjj hr these companions of his childhood and 
bee,],1 . clisks and sphinxes of his native Nile, to
diepiff) 1,1 Palestine a little god-king amidst a poor
ms
tanet°Wn.

people, and to inhabit a temple-palace of 
. We have seen him later coming into con- 

n,R l,p 1 Assyrian-Babylonian civilization, renounc- 
v'nt ilh-too-liuman passions, no longer giving
ini, "erce wrath and vengeance, at least no 
bi,n thundering at every trifle. We have seen 

Ck ri'Jkrate to Rome, the capital, where he ah-1'ir,
estiai * National prejudices and proclaims the eel- 
Ph,-q„ du ality  of all nations, and with such fine 
and ■ s e.stablishes an opposition to the old Jupiter, 
a u th o r s " « *  ceaselessly till he attains supreme 
the and from the Capitol rules the city and

of thé'l*ICr’ :l universal friend of man, a benefactor

,..,w . urban et u rb an . We have seen how,
’He- j, •t' still more spiritualized, he becomes a lov- 

d i, lci> il universal friend of man, a benefactor 
¡'iti, "World, a philanthropist; but this eouljl avail 
tle y  10|hing! Hear ye not the bells resounding? 

are bringing the sacraments to a dying g o d !

(Heine :R elig io n  and P h ilo so p h y  in  G erm any. 
p. 103.)

W . M a n n .

¡Religion in the Army.

It was a very depressing departure— a continual 
drizzle damped any attempt at hilarity. In an hour 
or so His Majesty’s Troopship “  Dorsetshire ”  would 
depart with its cargo of human beings for India.

It was pitiful to see the various groups of families—  
mothers, sisters, sweethearts— saying their goodbyes 
in the wet, miserable atmosphere. All their obvi
ously newly bought finery (“  Mustn’t let the boy 
down in front of his comrades ” ), slowly and surely 
being ruined. Poor things, how uncomfortable and 
out of place they seemed, standing there under the 
gaze of the other troops, burdened down with an in
feriority complex that covered them like their ill- 
fitting clothes. Their eyes were filled with the mute 
appeal one sees in the eyes of a dumb animal when 
out of its environment. They call animals dumb! 
They who can say little more than “  I am hungry,” 
or “ I am thirsty” — of which the supposed dumb 
animals are all capable. The immediate material 
needs, yes, hut beyond that they are as dumb as the 
animals they sometimes pity hut never have the sense 
to envy.

The ship’s siren sounds “  All ashore,”  and they are 
shepherded off the boat like the animals with whom 
I have compared them— and the journey begins !

We are approaching our first stop— Gibraltar. The 
weather has been surprisingly good for the time of the 
year. The days warm and sunny, and the nights— oh, 
the nights! Is there anything more wonderful than 
to he at sea and gaze up at the stars stretching away 
at both sides and all around, unhidden by prosaic 
rooftops or useless church spires? Even the passing 
ship that by day is just a dull, commonplace boat, 
takes on the appearance of a fairy palace with its 
lights a twinkling and reflecting in the distance. The 
poetry which is revealed in the motion of the boat as 
it sways from side to side, seems to enhance at night 
when the commonplace gears and winches are en
veloped away by the soft darkness. We are inside 
the breakwater— approaching the pier. The rock 
looks very lovely reaching up out of the blue, glitter
ing as the sun catches the windows of the dwellings. 
I was last here in July, 1921. It then looked very 
formidable, hut my maturity of another ten years 
seemed to have made it shrink to nothing hut a 
glorious hill.

I am sitting 011 one of the hatches, drinking in the 
colour and movement of the commotion around me, 
when 1 espy an old friend— the Army Scripture 
Reader— coining towards me. He looks very nice in 
his psuedo-officer’s uniform!

He is, I find, distributing booklets. The empra- 
sized (whatever that means) Gospel of St. John (illu
strated)— also what I term a “  Ticket to Heaven ” — a 
piece of cardboard about three by two inches, on which 
is typed : —

MY DECISION.
Being convinced that I am a sinner— and believing 
that Christ died for me, I now accept Him as my 
personal Saviour, and with his help, intend to 
confess Him before men.— John 1-12; Rom. x. 
9-10.
Name..........................  Address..........................

On the other side i s : —
If this card is genuinely signed kindly return to 
me To-day, or sent to, W. G. Clarke, 16, Thorna- 
by Avenue, Southampton.
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Well, wliat do you know about that? If it isn’t a 
Ticket to Heaven, then,I ask you what is it?

I placed myself so that he would come to me. 
Eventually he did, and in the sanctimonious voice 
which is theirs he offered me a booklet. When I re
fused he enquired in a voice full of pity, “  Do you 
not believe in Him?” I innocently asked, ‘ ‘ In 
whom ?”

A look of horror slowly spread over his face as he 
sing-songed “  The Lord our God.”  (The capitals 
are his).

It was my turn to fdl my voice with pity. “ Don’t 
be silly,”  said I, “  There ain’t no such person.”

Later, when I talked of “  Mr. God,”  he nearly 
collapsed. Our discussion took place on the crowded 
deck and immediately attracted the troops: We were 
literally hemmed in by them. I first asked him where 
was his authority to isues these “  Tickets to the 
Celestian Sphere.”  He went on to relate that he had 
received the call, and I, very puzzled, asked him how 
God called him— "  Did you actually see him?”  “  Did 
you actually hear Him calling you?”  He answered, 
“  No— I felt the call.”  “  Yes,”  said I, “  to the tune 
of how much you are receiving per week.”

On my enquiry he attributed the evil in the world 
to ourselves “  In that God had given us free will and 
reasoning powers.”  Then said I, “  Why should we 
be condemned to everlasting fires and torments if in 
using our free will and reasoning we find the evidence 
of the existence of God isn’t sufficient, and therefore 
we could not acknowledge him?”  Murmuring from 
the troops, who were realizing that this fellow wasn’t 
their superior after all. Then he went on to say that 
“  We had to thank Christianity for the world being 
what it is to-day ” — (which I thought a doubtful com
pliment). Emphasizing every word for the benefit of 
the crowd, he continued, “  Without Christianity we 
should be at each others throats like a lot of dogs.”
I nearly collapsed when I heard this ! Also with em
phasis on every word I asked him, “  Wasn’t that what 
we did in the Great W ar?” The troops around dared 
to laugh !

After that he had the effrontery to say, “  Well, the 
boys (meaning the rest of the troops) believed, because 
they take my booklets.”

“ They take them simply because they don’t know 
how decently to refuse,”  1 replied. After a few well 
chosen words, which stripped them of their self-con
sciousness, and with psychological insight I asked,
“ How many around believe in God?”

Only two put up their hands, one a boozy old char
acter of forty-five, the other a sergeant in the Army 
Educational Corps, about forty. None of the 
youngsters!

I walked away to save “  Gods Called ”  further 
embarrassment, for the troops were becoming inde
cent. Brave, like vultures, ready to swoop down on 
a body, but not before it is dead !

The actual discussion had meant very little to them. 
Tlieir enjoyment had been that someone had been 
humiliated, but it all helps, and a seed may have been 
sown in the cause of •Freethought that will later bear 
forth fruit. Pat M iij.s .

If thou seest clear, go by this way content, without 
turning back : but if thou dost not see clear, stop and 
take the best advisers.— M arcus A u reliu s.

To have a respect for ourselves guides our morals; and 
to have a deference for others governs our manners.

Stern e.

I love plain and bold speech between gallant men, and 
that our words should go along with our thoughts.

Montaigne.

God Knows.

No shock is occasioned nowadays when the exp1 „
God knows ” is the cynical reply to qllCi

estions flip

pantly asked or apparently incapable of precise st,
e l ^ USSbut one cannot but think that in the more rei.n- p0tr 

the statement was made reverently and sincere - ^ rlls 
the person who asked for information on an godJU . (_,(,
problem and the one who answered would fed^
did know : the problem might easily be beyond 
by human brains at the time, but there com jc(pe of
doubt of God’s ability to supply absolute kno"1̂  |,c 
everything. And with that the problem

and w/th 5shelved with neither party dissatisfied, aiw 01Iiu 
feeling confident that the Heavenly Encyclopedia 
be available eventually. jg

But modern “ science',” which lias done so 
demonstrate the existence of a controlling inte » ^  
(and a mathematically inclined intelligence at t p 
somewhat spoiled things by undermining our 
God’s omniscience and lias thrown doubts on the
of knowledge that God has.

Some of our scientists are affirming that the ' ^1. 
is an idea in the mind of a mathematician ca ffr- 
I am aware that some wit has retorted that Loi  ̂ ¡pit 
tainly an idea in the minds of some scientists, 
in effect merely re-asserts that God docs know, 
not remove our doubts about God knowing-

(10e’

idea in tii*
Let me explain. If the universe is an ^

mind of a mathematician (or a biologist or ebe' 
that matter), then all that is in the universe, tk?

:sf,aVideas, is part of that idea. But the scientist s î- 
tion of God is a human idea, it is included in  ̂ (J  
verse, therefore it is part of the idea in the mind ¡̂m 
Strange! God’s existence is an idea in God’s p

But ideas, we are told, are true or false, and it ¡ii'c
our tasks to decide which ideas are true and 1 vfi)
false. I am forced to ask, and the answer nee ^  
careful consideration : Is God’s idea of his 0" n gi1' 
cnee true or false ? On the answer to that *1 pc
depends a great deal, for if God’s idea is false

lie

thought himself out of existence, as it were, and
serious affair. It might need untold generai'0

scientists to think him back again. .wl
... i (Jed

However, there are other aspect^. Has G o o , pH0'' 
whether his idea is true or not? If not, then ;'j
ledge appears to be limited, and, in some t j  - . a 
east, he does NOT know. Asrain. if concep j  tbAgain, if concept , (

.....- J.1._ .1 „  ̂ n i l , tGod and his existence, forming as they do a ParC
universe, are part of God’s ideas, then we face ‘ ,(•
serious deduction. During the course of human ^« - '-‘id, • ■ence there have been countless hypotheses of '̂oi ’r(̂_---- _ .......J r ------ ntOai
ceeding one another like images on a c i n e m a ^ ;o ----  ---------- '*■ ****'•*&'-,J vy“  "̂" r'nd’S ^  V

, and, they also must have been part of Go  ̂
the universe, so that apparently God never ho . l'1
screen,

opinion of his nature and his existence for 1°’ 1̂  ''l 
does not seem to know any more about himself > tb 
do. What a shattering of our hopes! But what a ^  jb 
universe itself? Conceptions of that have _c°  o peP
gone like .Summer flies, so God must have bee"lSCoP
terribly busy since Creation watching the kalei'k^gtit-
whirligig of his own mental activities. His *•  ̂ po’"
about himself and his universe appear to ha' ^  o'
somewhat vague and certainly unsettled. He ,,11' ° J " a -illmay not have been wonderfully clever in creating
verse, but about the last thing he can be credit’ * ¡il
ls nowing. It is possible, of course, that he is "  ¡jta1’ 
is we give him all the knowledge we gradually i >  

but that is no satisfaction to those who hav
forward to learning everything from him-
science may have done religionists a great sc ■

ice

postulating a thinking god, but they have left 
fallible as his creatures. “ God knows,” ns a  ̂ 0°̂  \ 
idea, is part of the universe, which is an idea J" . p1 
mind, that is, one of God’s ideas is that God 
who knows if that idea is true or false? God k"
suppose.

L ’AlGült,I,ON I
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Delilah. Acid Drops.

Revised from the Hebrew.

while heAsd Tisra went to tlie Mount of (m yc^ pharisees
sat teaching in the garden, the sen_ eb 7 And Tisra
brought unto him, a Woman oi the Sha gbe w as
"'as '.esthetic in perception, and notice» L Like
^-formed, graceful, and very beautiful w «  
a delicate pearl------ ’
Were
Wl

crude atn°ng lumps of charcoal, for her captors 
,,aild l,£ly men. And Tisra said unto her, 

_nien apprehend thee ? But she looked... - cr~------ ,; ‘"Er those around hnn
the ground, fearful to speak, ready to accUSC

f«<l harshly at her, staring rudely, past  thou
!'«• So t L ..  said more  ̂gently.

ohe a
T'IU. And he looked 
now dope a.- *
'ord. slle answered, None that I know of

angrily at her accusers and said,Uopo +1 • ■ ai.
And the *S C b^d offend you ?

jhe la\v of offends the prophets and God ;
r°in the ° SeS demands that she hath a certificate 

d'ings arpPUests to make such things lawful, for such 
Ai

"ess

.un„ - — •» w  maKe suen tilings lawiui, 10 
4 . aie 11 °t  permissible out of liolv wedlock.
na oe said

-  even more gently unto \4 ris4 ea rt, W hat 
melted his austerity and ravis ret ■

«»>• « .  '« > » « « ' aOSt Z  T o o , and
nd slle answered, sadly, My Paiel . but beauty,

'Passed and endowed me with nothing t b e .men
7 ch all men seek to steal from me. aud
. 0v? me favour then even the women wealth,

0"hl injure me. Y et they have do • ere j
'.at'Mh and shelter. Master, what must 1

^ v e  > • 4 tl

Cô  he answered, Thou hast not .sJ \ " J aS t  you";
"liuuity but the community has su ® the law

Reservation is an instinct more _n
Prophets. Thy beauty is thine own Joker’s 1—  •

’duke u j — Ping. If you sell what is your own and 
r trea,, bargain you alone suffer ; if you give away„  , ■ * iv u  H*vv. awa,

Pait,. 'T âsure that is your own charity, and no-one s 
then,’ 1 anyone rob you then the law should punish

turned angrily to those around her and said«£*>
a'i0Ve eartl1’p.^0Ur. cann°t he offended, for He is
«ore e ''uuuy passions; the prophets are deaf, < ;t

^  harm; and the law must first protec 
0wn '' Y °U being natural men desire bean y  • , ,  
4 ^  hist after all women that your eyes behold, 
lor v 'S but a blemish in this child is a canker in > on, 
adult °U kllow that every one of you wouh 1

every day if it was made secret. V o p w o u ld  
«rite. ,1C1 h-mltv and hide your own lechery, y -1  
I * ' « *  Pious frauds. Know you not morality 
C * *  hi exposing others and giving offence but 11 
ŝ rctl atld tolcrancc; you condemn in others what yo 

1 cherish in yourselves.

4 ' t  thcy were angry at their desires being knorvi 
iT  p arted  and knew not what to say, for they 
t t . 1*  S r thooel.«. A n d being con-
C  4  their own shame also, they slunk every one 

; ' leaving Tisra alone with the woman.
% J  slle nestling in his bosom found peace and under- 

U nS at last Max Coorlegh.

"1 lip  ̂ heart ti
tl,c°M ul j lat has beat strong and cheerfully has left 

^ ¡tio n 'o f C behind it in the world, and bettered
mankind.— Roveri Louis Stevenson.

Hi

S i .  v  fa ctio n  to a man to do the proper works of a 
° his E ' v H is a proper work of a man to be benevolent 

Vu kind— Marcus A u reliu s.

. 11 is -----
111(1 <mivly ljy labour that thought can be made healthy, 

b>' thought that labour can be made happy.
Ruskin.

Whe. ----- -

11111,1 PrepUtl* is revealed, let custom give place; let 110 
ttl custom before reason and truth.

■ St. Augustine.

--1^«--

The German used to be cited as tlie complete example 
of the man who never dreamed of disobeying an official 
order. The present-day Englishman could give him a 
good start and a beating. There are plenty of examples 
of this, but here is the latest. Lord Dawson of Penn in
tended giving a lecture to the North London Branch of 
the Post-War Brotherhood on Sunday last, on “ The 
Heart and Circulation of the Blood.” He intended using 
a film by way of illustration. But the lecture was aban
doned because the I..C.C. refused to grant permission as 
the film was to be shown before six o’clock, and if the 
film was shown before six the licence of the film would 
be endangered. Readers may, at this juncture put in the 
appropriate “ cuss-words.” They cannot make it too 
strong for the occasion.

Consider. Tlie meeting was, we understand, free. Now 
anything that is legal on Monday is legal on Sunday, 
provided there is no charge whatever for admission. 
The L.C.C. had no power to veto the exhibition, and the 
Brotherhood was very foolish to apply for permission to 
do what they had a perfectly legal right to do. The 
threat of the L .C .C ., that the owner of the premises 
might endanger his licence, for the other six days of the 
week, if lie permitted a quite legal tiling to be done, was 
a cowardly7 and contemptible exhibition of bumbledom. 
If the L.C.C. refused the licence when the time came for 
renewing it, because something had been done 011 the 
day which their licence did not cover, the proper course 
would have been to take the L.C.C. into the courts to 
justify their refusal. And we do not think that an Eng
lish judge would fail to order the licence to he granted. 
But the N.S.S. appears to be the only body that does this 
kind of thing. To the free and independent Englishman 
of to-day it is enough that an official order has been 
given. This side of the grave not one out of a thousand 
ever dreams of questioning it. Some years ago it was 
proposed to give certain officials very great {rowers, the 
reply came that the only objection was that there were 
not enough lamp-posts in Whitehall to accommodate 
the necks that would be stretched. But that was sonic 
years ago. The Whitehall lamp-posts are still undecor
ated. V ive le Rumble. ,

There was much generous notice of Mr. John Burns’ 
recent excursion into the limelight after his absence 
therefrom since 1914. Nor do we cavil thereat, though, 
unless our information is inaccurate, “ honest John”  
could not possibly be, as is alleged, “  silent for seven
teen years.” It is only so far as public speaking is 
concerned that lie lias abated; but, almost any day not a 
holiday, as assertive as ever, he might have been found 
with certain cronies in a well known club, discussing tlie' 
news of the day, and, we do not doubt, many other per
sons and tilings. Burns always had a gift for playing 
with words, especially by way of alliteration, and his ob
servation about there being “  too much mobility and not 
enough nobility,” is quite in his old styde. Whether it 
is because John lias some of the blood of his most famous 
namesake in his veins, or for some more weighty reason, 
we know not, but his silence as to his secularist and 
nialthusian opinions does not, we are certain, mean 
that he holds them 110 longer. And, should he be look
ing for new fields to conquer it should not be difficult for 
him to find them. * *

From Horgen, on the Lake of Zurich, comes a ghastly, 
but, alas, not novel story of religious mania. The de
tails are unusually horrible, one attack of delusional in
sanity having taken toll of five lives, a father and four 
children, but the mania itself is of a well-authenticated 
and frequently7 observed type. This wretched man, 
Barth-Hurter by name, was with liis wife, connected with 
a new Christian sect which pretended to be able to tell 
whether a given person was “ predestined ” for salva
tion or not. Finding that they were not among the 
“ elect,” this man and his wife considered killing their 
children might win them divine favour. The wife had 
been in an asylum, after having been found making- 
ready a carving knife for their sacrifice. She was, un-
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fortunately, released. The husband, who had been ad
vised to consult the Psychiatric Faculty of Zurich Uni
versity, killed his two children, his niece and nephew, 
and himself, while his wife was interviewing their mini
ster as to whether he should take the advice given him. 
And we suppose that the pious readers of this story, 
which appeared in the O bserver  still believe that “ his 
tender mercy is over all his works.”

Nothing can ever hope to cope with religion, or any
thing approaching religion, for the opportunities it gives 
to all kinds of clotted bosh. For example. Miss Elinor 
Glyn writes an article in the Sunday D isp a tch , explain
ing that she has lived before and will live again. She 
has lived two thousand years, and remembers quite a lot 
about it. Naturally she always occupied a very high 
position, she was at the court of Versailles in the 
eighteenth century— we hope there was nothing im
proper here, but some very strange ladies figured at that 
place, and high positions in Rome, Egypt, Greece, were 
all filled by the admirable Elinor. Even when she went 
to Russia she remembered having lived in one of the 
palaces there. Certainly if one is to keep on being born 
they may as well remember being in palaces as in hovels. 
That is the way these recollections usually run. Per
haps one of these days we may try our hands at what 
we can remember of our past ir'nrnations. We fancy 
that in that case we should distinctly remember having 
been born as Sir John Mandevillc and Ilarou Munchausen.

Fortunately for the different missionary societies those 
who subscribe to them have very short memories. Other
wise they might remember what a fuss was made of cer
tain Chinese leaders some years ago as being quite con
vinced Christians. Then the Chinese revolutions began, 
and somehow these very Christian Chinese leaders dis
appeared. A t least nothing more was heard of them. 
Then several years ago the Hindu leader Ghandi was 
trotted out as one who was very powerfully influenced 
by Christianity. Not actually a Christian convert, you 
understand, but one who was increasingly Christian in 
his outlook, which glorious result was entirely the re
sult of missionary work. Now Ghandi is reported as 
saying, according to the D aily Telegraph  of April 24 :—  

If instead of confining themselves purely to humani
tarian work, such as education, medical services to the 
poor, and the like, they use these activities of theirs for 
the purpose of proselytising, I would certainly like them 
to withdraw. Every nation considers its own faith as 
good as that of any other. Certainly, the great faiths 
held by the people of India are adequate for her people. 
India stands in no need of conversion from one faith to 
another.

Naturally this is being made the most of by those who 
believe in the rule of the iron hand, and also by the 
Missionary societies as a means of stimulating contribu
tions, and is being very much distorted as a consequence.

Mr. J. A. Spender is probably nearer the truth when 
he suggests, in the Nexus-Chronicle for April 25, that 
Ghandi is merely protesting against the attempts to 
snatch adherents one from the other, while welcoming 
“ living friendly contact among the followers of the 
world’s religions.” He is quite sure that Ghandi has no 
thought of persecution, even if he had the power to per
secute. The curious thing is that the protests of Ghandi 
against proselytism, repudiated in the form given them, 
are precisely identical in spirit, and almost in form 
with the protests of the Pope against rrotestant prosly- 
tising in Rome. But there was no outcry in the British 
press against this. Our press knows when to turn the 
blind eye. Or perhaps it thinks that intolerance among 
Hindoos is an exercise of a quality that should properly 
be restricted to Christians.

For our own part we have no doubt whatever that 
Ghandi has in mind the way in which the missionaries 
make use of various agencies— medical ami charitable—  
in order to bribe certain classes into a pretended adher
ence to Christianity for report purposes. Everybody in 
India knows the game that is carried on, and those who 
are conversant with the methods at home of our domestic 
agencies will appreciate the character of the work-

carried on. With foreign missions the plan îaf ^ibc  
aspect. In one direction people are invited to s 
because of the good done by the distribution 0  ̂„ j„ 
able aid. Then, while one class is being “ ,n' *. flS ¡n- 
“ charity’s name,”  those who have only a rehs’° 
terest, and who do not care a brass button about  ̂
fare of bodies so long as souls are saved, find 1 
come to the missions for charity in one form or > ^
paraded as either converts or as being serious y ^  
ested in Christianity. Finally, when the charity  ̂ jjs. 
mission is exhausted the convert or the “ enqu"e 
appears from the scene.

A t the Manchester Police Court the evidence^ 
Roman Catholic was refused because he dec 
swear on a Protestant Bible, and the magistrate < j]|C 
to permit the affirmation. In the latter insta 
magistrate was strictly within the letter of 1 jj, 1- 
since the two grounds of affirmation are that an ^ ^  
contrary to one’s religious belief, or that the vvit 
no religious belief. Neither of these grounds *•- tj,, 
with the witness in question. On the other l'aI f' 
magistrate was distinctly in the wrong for retu^ 
arrange for the man taking an oath in whatev ^  
was binding on his conscience. But magistrates s
use their position to indulge their religious P j g r ;
sions, with the full agreement of other C h r i s t i a n s ¿̂0 
are not altogether sorry to see one of them being 
in the same manner.

— - , at or
Thousands of youths were lccently convert1-'* jpll 

ford,, more thousands were converted at the Alt’0 
the other week, and now Leigli-on-Sea, only ‘ , ]!. 
place, reports, through the mouth of the Rcn ’ 
Fletcher, 300 converts. Far be it from us to caS ^  left 
on the truthfulness of these reports, but wc a , gib' 
wondering why the Churches are not better fil ^  go 
where all these thousands of converts come from-' 
to.

------ J
'l'he Roman Catholic Archbishop Downey has ',u th’

according  ̂  ̂ ¡¡uing part in a film performance, and,
U niverse, experts were loud in praise of his 
actor. We are not at all surprised. When a

.rfornr

skill
of

been for years playing in the pantomime perform^

- totaK3> 1
in the preparation of a film. A man must be 1 ^ 
actor to be a successful priest He must be ah t

the Roman Church, it must be child’s play
\ man mus: 
He must be

b* 
g lift

excruciatingly funny with a perfectly straight £,u'1 
assume any emotion that fits the occasion.

----  .
It is well known that Members of Parlianic 

ringed with post-cards ordering them to vote 
the Sunday Performances Bill. The Universe

•mb .
to

explains that this is not an attempt to force men - j-i»-; 
support what they believe to be wrong, but only p\ 
clear to the member that their votes will be dee*1 ^¡it 
what he does in relation to a particular measure’ ’ ^  y 
is really quite good, considering the wholesale th^ . jjo
Catholics in the case of the Education Bill. The*goi”11' 
body of people who vote to order so much as do_ „¡h’ 
Catholics, and the statement of the Universe  lS 
worthy of “ The Great Lying Church.”

----- cm'fC"
The dishonesty and the tyranny oT the Roman t" 

does in fact present one of the most puzzling Pr . , y,'1 
genuinely liberal politicians. These know q111, . ,̂t»ln 
that no reliance can be placed upon Roman l1
pledges or upon a Roman Catholic sense of fair P 
the Roman Church had the power, it would rlf i ° f t "  
suppress anything which it considered contrary j,gtl 
interests. It hates toleration as the devil is said ĵl’’
holy water, which if true, may be only the if 
healthy repugnance to the gentlemen who PreP‘o m'1 
So the problem is always before us— ought we ^ 1‘ 
freedom to a body of men who will always cxci'CV’ . I1 
suppress freedom for others? Many are tetnP fl,c 
reply, No. For ourselves, while fully recognb-1.11'’ .¡A 
danger, we feel there are fewer evils in taking * .;e'P
and trusting to better education and the 
ization to kcej> in check one of th

ib"

talcmg - ,v"
advance jlT
e most b ,v"'
. ..1.1 Ua*instruments of human degradation the world has
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Our Jubilee. Sugar Plums.

 ̂»E lH'Vf
nUnî  SSUe °f the Freethinker will be a Jubilee 
t\Vo T' 1 *lat issue will consist of thirty- 
iEeliul êS’ *ns*ead °t the usual sixteen, and will 
of t)le . rePrint of the first number, and an account 
niade fo"StWy ^le Paper. No extra charge will be 
that r tlUS doul)le number, but we are suggesting 
the ext *6rS S'1QuId order at least two copies, using 
helpin' m °neS f°r distribution. They will be thus 
alSf) to defray the increased cost of production, and 
stCUr„ P to lnake the paper better known, and so

Tf »aw subscribers. 
ls import

Hews_ l̂ou d̂ give their orders well in advance, as
con;„r lniP°rtant that those intending to take extra

l es should

"here « nave to order of their wholesalers sorne-
aboutPubi;« . ten or twelve days prior ¿0 the date of

c«Dies k..
say, the end of A pril, we shall thus have aknide as f . w* **1“ **>

of « •1 ' 0 what number we are justified in printing 
s special issue.

^ fceT ebrating fi^ty years of existence the Free- 
by „ ls setting up a record not previously achieved 
%  J  J reethought paper in the whole of Europe.
kin,., , 0Ur readers to make it an occasion worth 

^ bering.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The Annual Conference of the N.S.S. will be held this 
year at Liverpool. Delegates, and friends, intending to 
be present, will need certain arrangements made on their 
behalf, such as hotel accommodation, Conference 
luncheon, etc. Unless those arrangements are made be
forehand, disappointment and extra work will result. 
W ill all those requiring accommodation or luncheon, 
please forward their requirements to either the General 
Secretary, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C., or the 
local Secretary, Mr. S. R. A. Ready, 29 .Sycamore Road, 
Waterloo, Liverpool. The business meetings of the Con
ference will be held at the Washington Hotel, where a 
luncheon has also been arranged, tickets, 3s. each.

We have received a number of letters congratulating 
us on last week’s “  Views,”  dealing with the Sunday 
question. Several have suggested that a copy of last 
week’s issue be sent to every Member of both Houses of 
Parliament, with members of local Councils. We should 
be pleased to do so, but doing tilings on this scale en
tails considerable expense, and we have no reserve funds 
for such a purpose. As it is we send a considerable 
number of copies whenever there is anything in the 
paper that is likely to be of use, besides sending free 
copies to a number of local institutions. But there must 
be a limit to what we can give away. We suggest that 
some one in each constituency should see that their 
member gets a copy, or if they would like it done from 
this office we will send a copy post free for threepence, 
or as many copies as are ordered, so far as our supplies 
hold good. Certainly, both those who opposed and 
those, who supported the Bill need education on this 
subject.

Om
^Oklet* ^ ailagcr reports that all copies of Mr. Lewis’s

. , <lc'rcd 
j'° soon as

 ̂ J. their souls in patience for about three weeks.
a,M arm ° N'7~We have read j our criticism with interest 
thi„Ss * t'0,ati°nJ but regret that we are so busy with other 
bailed m°ment that we have not the time to give a 

, r,ePly. All we will say at the moment is that you 
10 ha

<)rder..i ?u Atheism  are sold. A fresh supply has been 
101,1 America, and all orders will be discharged 

they are received, but all who have ordered

gave overlooked the fact that our Restatement 
■ arterial-

ttr‘alists
'alisni what

hilly , 1 U
. V  th,s

C-M..

was based upon an analysis of 
had implied from the earliest times.

’i our lecture notice did not reach us till Wed-
use fc

post
We would not mind being with you in 

time of the year. Hope you will have a good

•V. Y*
M illie uuwee uiv-j .UG'L n_«ut wo t

\ l̂e forthl0rn?1'1̂ ’ that kind is of any
E. a» 10niing issue after first post on Tuesday.

T 'av« ,,

\
!j hf\cK u,aks. They are quite useful.

E mKs ^hall hx)k forward to meeting yon at Liverpool. 
h»H(jen’ Afraid your letter would invite a deal of corres- 
ioUfnai 6 which would be quite outside the scope of this

he
efiir„ eethinker "  is supplied, to the iiadc on sale or

>ePori' "y difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
Cli to this office.

office is at 62 Farringdon

%
■St

s- -is  office.

. reei "!ai Society, Lim ited  
he N ' Lond°n. E.C.4.

Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon 
Tl,,,.. -°udon

"Cn thc K'c:4'
"e*ion ~a,t Crviccs of'the. National Secular Society in con- 

Secular 11 urial Services arc required, all com- 
'■  I f  j^ ns should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 

'cHers °Sett{, £‘ ving os long notice as possible.
Hie Editor of the " F r e e th in k e r "  should be 

' % ds lo hr Farringdon Street, London, E .C .4 ■

^ ’Harjq0 scnd hs newspapers would enhance the favour 
Qltenti0"lng the passages to which they wish us lo call

0,4ers "mv 1 ■ .
t to the Business Manager 

gdon Street, London, E.C.4
°j the u.^tcrature should be sen 

><of ‘ l‘ ,,ccr Bress, 61 Farringi 
7  tn .the Editor.

T ’Ujg ‘  lin ker ”  wilt be forwarded direct from the pub- 
nc yraf  're °t the following rates (Home and Abroad):

‘ *5 l-;  half year, 7¡6 ; three months, 3/9,

Judging by the orders already to hand for the Jubilee 
issue of the F reeth in ker, which will be twice the size of 
the ordinary issue, but with no increase in price, there 
will be a very large sale of this anniversary number. 
Our suggestion that each reader should contribute to the 
extra cost by taking at least one additional number and 
giving it to a likely reader is being taken up vigorously, 
but we are hoping to bear from many more yet, although 
the bulk of the extra orders will meet us through the 
wholesale agents.

The O bserver  notes that “ with two or three exceptions, 
the English comments on the Spanish situation have not 
been conspicuous either for knowledge or intelligence.”  
With this we quite agree. All that the majority of the 
newspapers are concerned with is sensations, and as 
most English people depend upon the newspapers 
for what they are to believe about the world, the public 
is about as ill-informed as the newspaper writers. We 
have columns of stuff about the bearing of the King, his 
“ sporty ” behaviour, the tears and anguish with which 
the Queen left Spain, accompanied with the Crown 
Jewels, but nothing whatever about the causes that have 
led up to the expulsion of Alfonso. Yet in 1909 the whole 
civilized world was ringing with the brutal murder of 
Ferrer by the combined action of Crown aiul Church, and 
the indecent torture of prisoners had aroused equal indig
nation. Ever since, the most severely repressive meas
ures have been in operation, man after man of note has 
been compelled to fly- the country, schools have been 
closed and their funds confiscated, but of all these things 
no one appears to be aware— thanks to the general re
liance upon the “  spoof ” press of the country. 
Yet the unanimity of the country in getting rid of 
Alfonso should have led intelligent men and women to 
look for some cause for such a phenomenon. For the 
expulsion of the king was not the triumph of one party 
over another. It was practically the movement of a 
whole people, and a monarch or a government must be in 
very bad odour indeed for this to take place.

As we said, last week, the liberals of Spain bad not 
forgotten Ferrer, although we have not seen a mention 
of his name in the British newspapers. In this issue
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we publish an article on Ferrer by our old friend Mr. 
William Heaford. Mr. Heaford was one of the Execu
tors of Francesco Ferrer, and no .man in England was in 
such intimate relations with him. We think the article 
will be generally appreciated. Perhaps Mr. Heaford will 
follow it up with an account of what Ferrer did, and what 
he tried to do for the Spanish people.

During our recent stocktaking we came across a parcel 
of Miss Ettie Rout’s S exu a l H ea lth  and Birth Control, 
with a foreword by .Sir Bryan Donkin, which was re
ported out of print some time back. The book is com
posed of two lectures delivered to the Manchester Branch 
of the National Secular .Society. The work is published 
at is., by post three-halfpence extra. Those who wish to 
secure copies should order at once.

We have also for sale a limited number of copies of 
Dr. W. W. Hardwicke’s Sunday the P eo p le 's  H oliday  
(pictorial boards) giving a history of the Sabbath in pre- 
Christian and Christian times. This will be sent post 
free for gd. There is likewise a number of N atural R e
lig ion , or the Secret of all the Creeds, by F.J.B. This 
is an abbreviation of the celebrated work of Dupius, 
T he O rigin  of all the C u lts , and contains three astronomi
cal plates. Price is. post free.

An analysis of the voting on the Sunday Performances 
Bill shows the following :—

Conservatives ... Against 98 For 100
Labour ... ... 67 ,, 149
Liberal ,, 44 ,, 8

The Nonconformist element in the Liberal Party prob
ably accountable for the almost solid resistance of the 
Bill. The Conservative vote was divided fairly equally. 
Labour had to move cautiously owing to the heretical 
opinions of so many of their supporters. But that Party 
may claim the credit of having introduced the most 
idiotic Bill of the century. The majority of those who 
abstained probably thought it was safest not to commit 
themselves until they saw which way the cat jumped. 
Parliamentary life seems to breed that kind of heroism.

The open-air lecture season begins to-day (Sunday) 
and full details will be found iti the “ Lecture Notice ” 
column. We welcome the suggestion of the churches 
making use of the open spaces to get to the people. Our 
prospects for a busy and useful season appear to be very 
good, and naturally Freethinkers are expected to help.

The present government appears to be having a stimu
lating effect upon Freethinkers. From different parts of 
the country, enquiries, offers of help, and the necessity 
for more Freethought reaches us. There is 110 reason 
why a Branch of the N.S.S. should not be found in every 
big centre in the country. For general information it 
might be stated, a Branch of the N.S.S. may be formed 
by seven or more members. If those who are prepared 
to undertake the simple preliminaries will write to the 
General Secretary, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
full information, with every possible assistance will be 
given.

The North London Branch will hold meetings 011 
Tuesday evenings, commencing May 5, outside Hamp
stead Heath Station, L.M.S., South End Road, at S p.111., 
and at Arlington Road, on Thursday evenings at 8 p.m., 
commencing May 7. Mr Ebury will open the two 
courses.

We have received a copy of the annual report of the 
Liverpool Branch of the N.S.S., and arc pleased to read 
so encouraging a document. During the year the 
Branch has made progress in every direction. Weekly 
meetings have been held in the new hall that was en
gaged last October, and the audiences have been uni
formly good, quite twice the si/.e of the meetings of pre
vious years. T11 addition, a vigorous press campaign 
has been carried on, and numerous letters have appeared 
from the Secretary and others. Lectures have been given 
to outside societies, and have resulted in increased in
terest in Freethought. The Branch finishes up with a

few pounds on the right side, but we hope that
duce friends to subscribe more liberally in the flic
year. With more funds more work could be ' yjce. 
President for the year is Mr. E. Egertou Stab01 > iiid
Presidents : Messrs. McKelvie, Harrison,
Sliortt. The Committee is Messrs. Murph), ŷj]soH 
McKelvie (Juiir.), Robinson and Skinner, jary.
and Mrs. Ready. Mr. S. R. A. Ready is again > c^.je ¡t 
The Branch is resolved to stick to a good man "

------ . ... eclitm”
The Secular Society, Limited is issuing a nci ^
the third— of Mr. Cohen’s C h ristia n ity , Slove j  all(l

Labour. The work has been revised and enlap
will contain two plates illustrating the stowing

ed,
of <
the BIOS' 

s aon board a famous Liverpool slaver. This is
exhaustive work on the subject in print, and 1
mass of historical and other information that s ' , j. . .  .................... . . , .wuineim
useful to everyone. The book is thoroughly d°cU” 
and the references are among its most useful c‘
The book will be published at is. 6d. in PaPc ’ fuel! 
2S. 6d. in cloth. The work has been a steady scl 1 
its first appearance in 1917.

The Freethinking Sage of 
Malmesbury.

. . . f.jflOl'i’
1 iiqmas Hobbes occupies an exalted position ^  
the pioneers of contemporary rationalism. 
life of more than ninety years obscures the fa1'  ̂0[ 
if was in the reign of Elizabeth, in 15S8, the h1' ^  
the Armada, that the future author of 
first saw the light. A  contemporary of ShakeT1’1 
until the dramatist’s dgath in 1616, Hobbes 'ul*  ̂

vicar of Westport, near Malmesh1̂  ^son of the 
Wiltshire. His mother became so nervous
prospect of the Spanish Invasion, that her chi 
delivered before his time. jj0iiS

Reared in easy circumstances, and a lad of *111, ĵi 
tastes, Hobbes was already a good classical sc . 
when he went to Oxford. He there formed a  ̂ ,,,1
low estimate of the merits of that seat of cub“-
opinion he never relinquished.......... ..
university he was appointed travelling tutor t° 0{ 
heir of Lord Cavendish, afterwards first Fil ¡̂0i) 
Devonshire. With slight interludes, this co»ne tjj.

lturG

When leaving jj,e 

Ear1

, ¿lea1 
,11 îUcwith the Cavendish family was retained till his 

1 his influential connexion enabled Hobbes to l)l ^1 
his inquiries in comfort and security; provide ^  
with travelling facilities, and served as an ud|0 
tion to men of letters, science, and public alfalliv 

During his tours through Italy, German)') ^  
France, Hobbes mastered both French and lt‘1(l)rii 
His secretarial labours were light, — J —  1,,s |Cerr 1 ”  ../|j
to England he studied the world and its wayvva êc 
in the writings of eminent authors, and throng*1 ^0.

;uid on his ■ ^

P(
ct P1sonal intercourse with leading men. The firs ^  

duct of his lien was an English version of the ' 
historian, Thucydides, which appeared in 1620- ^  
this time he was on terms of intimacy with ,, of 
Lord Herbert of Clierbury, the earliest aFoS* ,̂ei' 
English Deism, Ben Jonson, and other fatuous v, 
Apart from the testimony of Aubrey the antbl' 
little is known of Hobbes’ relations with .,1k 
Bacon. He visited Bacon at Gorhamsbury, "h^gf'S 
occasionally acted as the inductive philosoP ^  
amanuensis. Hobbes shared his host’s disda*11 ¡p 
futile scholasticism, but he attached small imp°r ‘ „)£ 
to the Baconian experimental method, and the *c 1 ti- 
Of philosophy he later created differed suhsta 
ally from that of Bacon. The two thinkers 
harmony, however, regarding mechanism, but D° ,,f 
appears to have adopted his mechanical theo') 
Nature from Galileo- himself.

In 1629, Hobbes made his second contu1L
„fl1"
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Itnis^V 'V'len b's interest was aroused in the prob- 
l,jm 0 geometry, a science previously unknown to
nohei
16

His 
Te"t sha

speculative opinions now assumed 
aP°i and a manuscript, conjecturallj1 dated

i'oiicpnf °r'S llla' Hobbes had already embraced the
1.1, « ¡2  of »otion'otiienal as the fundamental explanation of

existence. ^««ded from  1634Hobbes’ third continental tour ex  a cfioice
^ 37- Mersenne then presided in  nr' D escartes,

diclt, which included both Gasseiu 1 ‘ . te Gali-
8'H with M ersenne H o b b es b ecam e mt eo’s vo-*na with Mi ____ — “‘“ w / “ ‘l“  d in 163

renown had reached Englan , ‘ Italian 
Hobbes had vainly attempted to pure Nc
Physicist’s Discourse in the London boo 'Florence.

was able to meet Galileo in person t^e pVin- 
. " the first instance, Hobbes hat a > pe

nowC1'l e °f mechanics to the physical no > rUCtUre. On 
t̂ended it to mankind and the soeia • pared a

Us reappearance in his native anc  ̂Elements of 
s wUh of this theory which h e  termec , ^ 0n to
^ v , natural and politic.”  In the > ^ C.nterc8t 
Ms Thucydides, he had clearly display e H  pre{eT. 
11 Political science, and had shown a repugnant 

^r the kingship. This treaUse B ^
" 'be Parliamentarians, and had no «, p  had

^ Vt(l  the Houses, Hobbes fearec  ̂ Even so, 
nought him into danger of his | L._ inquisi- 

in 1640 the Long Parlianien {or more
S  Hoblies departed and remained in exit 

P» ten years. , (..„pful. The
fhis period of banishment Pvovel . ^ Mersenne, 

^  ....  constantly in communion with mwas
the galaxy of scientists grouped round him.

ahd

V J ! ’tr r°yahsts fled to France, and one of these,
mathematical 
But Hobbes’

"laster recoinrncnded Hobbes as 
Positio,, ° Charles, Prince of Wales, 
and s, Uas s°on made precarious by the prejudice 
■ led c s'noi°n of the clericals who shrouded the cx- 
good These secured his dismissal, but the
'o HobjlniOU °f young Prince proved important

when after the Stuart Restoration he 
In p *? Charles IT.

Pr0jfcct a[ls Hobbes framed the groundwork of his 
M*re system of philosophy. Three treatises 
}latter ' o  e written dealing in succession with 

■ Human put tlic tur-njL ’ “ Unian Nature, and Society.
With « of U,e times induced the philosopher to deal 
apn. Ule last subject first, and his work De Croc 
l C rke(1 in Paris in 1642. This edition seems to 
\vas ,een limited, but a later and enlarged edition 

'Published by the Elzevir Press in Holland in
»t ,'j. In 1651 the book was published in London, 
IU, tllne w W  o. ” ’

r»bl T his■ Ks’ 1S *s also the memorable year when 
'•*e Won ] Haf'num opus the Leviathan was issued to 
S s o  • U was published in London as the author 
'Headtd ^'"agonized the clergy in France that he 

hi ])c I '.'''1 resentment.
ial,°>'ut .1 lVC an<1 ln Ccvialhan political problems are 

treated. Moreover, the conflict between 
'l,)rtray ' ,ai and sacerdotal interests is very skilfully 
b'at tjjl' ‘ I" a previous work Hobbes had asserted 
b'Hver !" c°ntention “  between the spiritual and civil 
'''Md |ÜS °f late, more than any other thing in the
Cl
s1lv

bee the cause of civil wars in all places in 
bordi. °ln-" Therefore, religion must be made 

li'Ved, a,^ to the State if spiritual unity is to be pre- 
ese plain statements were very unpalat-%  ■ Thfi« If) j.j

¡ Ulrks Tr̂  Var'ons sectaries. So in a dedication to 
a&p he pleaded that he had done no wrong

H * 1« *
'■ a

Wrs
lest

'he supremacy of the secular power in
t'leological. This claim lie trusts your

neither Atheism nor heresy.”
iivyr., . ?S1 v-cl 1 •

IV ' Wl'l think is
^ t J ^ ral years Hobbes waged war with his de- 

S| Vet remained unmolested. The Merry Mon

arch delighted in the ancient sage’s wit and wisdom. 
But the clergy had never forgotten or forgiven 
Hobbes’ unconcealed scorn for their creed and call
ing. Yet their rage proved impotent so long as he 
enjoyed the favour of the king. As Prof. Croom 
Robertson remarks: “  Charles from of old had a 
relish for the old man’s lively wit, and did not like 
him the less because Lis presence at court scandalized 
the bishops or the prim virtue of Chancellor Hyde. 
He even went the length of bestowing on Hobbes 
(but not always paying) a yearly pension of £100, 
and had his portrait hung up in the royal closet.”

Nevertheless, malicious tongues insinuated that the 
lax teachings of Hobbes were largely responsible for 
the sexual licence which disgraced the court. And 
when the miseries and horrors of the Plague were 
succeeded by the devastation and terror of the Great 
Fire of London men attributed these calamities to the 
avenging hand of God. Accusing fingers were 
pointed towards the apostle of determinism and real
ism, and Hobbes appeared in danger of arrest and 
execution.

In October, 1666, a bill directed against Atheism 
and profaneness was before the House of Commons, 
and it was ordered that the Committee appointed to 
consider the measure “  should be empowered to re
ceive information touching such books as lead to 
Atheism, blasphemy and profaneness, or against the 
essence and attributes of God, and in particular the 
book published by one White (a Freethinking 
Roman Catholie and acquaintance of Hobbes) and the 
book of Mr. Hobbes called Leviathan, and to report 
the matter with their opinion to the House.”  This 
Bill was carried in the Lower Chamber in 1667, but 
the more enlightened Lords rejected it. Naturally, 
Hobbes was alarmed, and it is said that he now at
tended Church -with greater regularity, and partook 
of the Sacrament. Meanwhile, he carefully studied 
the statutes relating to heresy, and composed a brief 
treatise on the subject in which he proved that no 
existing court held jurisdiction in the matter. But 
lie was refused the right to publish anything further 
on the thorny theme of theology. Yet, his pen con
tinued active, and among other writings lie trans
lated Homer, while his Decameron Physiologicum 
appeared in the philosopher’s ninetieth year.

Hobbes was a master of splendid prose, and his 
style influenced Huxley’s. His masterpiece, the 
Leviathan, is a work in which, to quote Prof. Sorley, 
“  his whole view of life and the social order is com
prehended.”  There the pregnant thought occurs 
that man’s mind is the product of impressions derived 
from the material world. Thought is indispensable 
to social security, and by “  the most noble and pro
fitable invention of speech, names have been given to 
thoughts, whereby society, and science have been 
made possible, and also absurdity; for words are wise 
men’s counters, they do but reckon by them; but 
they are the money of fools.”

The sovereign, whatever mode of government lie 
represents, must be supreme. In the Kingdom of 
Darkness the pretensions of the priest are a constant 
source of mischief. Presbyterian and Papist alike in 
striving for secular dominion have forsaken their 
sacred calling. The Roman Church stagnates on the 
ruins of ancient Rbme. It is a ghost “  sitting 
crowned upon the grave thereof.”

T. F. P ai.m kk.

It is not enough that we are truthful; we must cherish 
and carry out high purposes to be truthful about.

Thai can.

Every great advance in natural knowledge has involved 
the absolute rejection of authority.— H u x le y .
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Seven Ten-Yean Steps.

B unched-up in a crowd of small boys and girls, I sat one 
December evening in 1861, in an infants’ school-room at
tached to a church in the Islington wilderness of dull 
brick houses. I can see the funeral coaches now; the 
plumed horses; the soldiers with bent heads; the royal 
coffin; and to-day I can recall no other item of that 
magic-lanterp show, offered to us Christian mites as part 
of a Christmas school-treat. It was a representation of 
the funeral of Prince Albert, who had died, and been 
buried at Windsor, a fortnight before. This gloomy en
tertainment symbolized the church spirit in that age of 
hell-fire doctrine, sloppy revivals, and dreadful hymns 
("There is a fountain filled with blood,” etc.), and of 
the dismal evangelical voices of Lord Shaftesbury, and 
Charles Spurgeon, and of John Cumming, who groaned 
about “ The Great Tribulation, or the Things Coming on 
the Earth ” (though these Apocalyptic things never 
came).

Ten years passed. I11 1S71, amid the beech-trees, white 
chalk hills, and green pastures of Chenies Village, Bucks, 
1 studied Latin, Greek, and French; and, at school, I 
taught all sorts of wisdom to little boys, whose corduroy 
breeches (often cut out of father’s old ones) displayed a 
rustic simplicity. Outwardly, I went to and fro in gen
teel quietness. Inwardly I suffered quakes. I had been 
evangelically converted. I fought with devils, and wept 
over the Bible; and, when exhausted, I leaned on the 
blood-stained bosom of Jesus; and at midnight, when 
owls hooted, 1 many a time rose up to pray. If, at that 
period (it lasted about seven y êars), I could have met 
Calvin, Bunyan, and Wesley, we should have grimly 
understood one another, and the drip of blood from the 
Cross would have beat time to our gloomy hymns.

Ten years passed. On an August day, in iSSr, I stood 
amid a crowd outside the railings of Westminster Palace 
courtyard. We heard that Bradlaugh had been hustled 
out of the House of Commons, We saw him at the en
trance of the great Hall, arguing with the police. We' 
saw him, with torn coat, drive away in a cab to the Police 
Court, in order to take out a summons for assault. With 
that,tall, soldierly Infidel 1 now had eager sympathy. I 
had abandoned the Apostles’ Creed. I prayed never. I 
had listened to Bradlaugh, Foote, Moncure Conway, and 
Frederic Harrison. I had shifted heart and mind out of 
the blood-stained cell of Evangelicalism into the breezy 
field of Rationalism and Humanism. Bunyan’s Pilgrim 
escaped, with joy, from the City of Destruction; and I 
escaped, with joy, from the City of Theology.

Ten years passed. In November, 189j, 1 was writing, 
in G. W. Foote’s F re e th in k e r , an account of my three 
years of (shall I say ?) penal servitude at Northey 
Street Board-school, Limehouse. A  very devout 
Christian, the Rev. J. R. Diggle, had accused me of writ
ing Freethought paragraphs in the A g n o stic  Journal 
(18S7), and then, in a most brotherly spirit, he had 
secured for me, from the London School Board, permis
sion to go out of the class-room every morning, while the 
head-master, W. Flack, taught the Bible in my place. 1 
grew weary of the daily prison-drill, and had asked the 
Board to let me give ethical lessons, on an Agnostic basis, 
from the Bible stories; and the Board said No. And the 
prison-drill continued daily till March, 1896; and I es
caped, with a new joy, from another captivity.

Ten years passed. In 1901, at Leicester, I was ad
dressing my fellow-members of the School Board, and 
telling them how I had visited twenty-nine of their 
schools in the city, and had heard twenty-nine “ religious 
instruction ” lessons; and 1 am sure not one of my col
leagues, even the most beautifully pious, could have 
said as much for himself. I suggested that these lessons 
did not convey enough of the social message for the 
making of good citizens, and I proposed a weekly moral 
and civic lesson in the secular time-table of each of the 
twenty-nine schools. The Board agreed ; and such lessons 
were given for several years; and, though I believe that 
these lessons, in a formal sense, have been discontinued, 
the experiment had its significance, and may still carry 
a hint to 11s of to-day.

Ten years passed. The summer of 1911 saw me in the

United States, roving from Philadelphia to Clii°aB 
roundabout, and giving story-talks, purely ^ uljjellCes 
to groups of girls and boys, in the presence of alJ‘ ^  
of adults. Here I may curtly add that I re-visi « ^  
.States in 1913-14, and spoke, in like manner, 
fortieth city. In the interval (1913), I had gone to ^  
and talked, in the same simple and non-tlieologica ^ nlll 
to gatherings of turbaned Hindu lads, with 
teachers and professors grouped critically on the a ^  
behind. Neither with them, nor the negro classes 0 j 
tucky or Maryland, had I any difficulty. In those 
breathed an air a thousand times more health-g1' '¡'‘NliT 
in the blood-stained cell of the Cross. And I wa" 
to step into that new atmosphere. ij uie

Ten years passed. A September day of 1921 hej c jj 
in a chamber of the Jean Jacques Rousseau Insti1 ^  a 
Geneva, arranging, with Swiss and other friend*^^. 
renewal of our International Congress of Moral ' vCnt
tion (interrupted sadly by the World War). - ,an, 
well. Delegates from many nations, including J‘)(j jt 
China and India, assembled in Geneva, in i922’(t0cS oi1 
was then that we opened a movement, which y°t h 
with vigour, for an improved method, free 1
ancient national bias and jealousy, of history-tea*- ^ 
recall, with singular pleasure, how we held 0110 .̂ ¡at 
Congress Sessions, in the Glass Hall of the Sec* ejl 
of the League of Nations. On that occasion, 1 eX.'" ¡,,311} 
in a few tentative words, an ideal which I have, >* 
ways, since given utterance to, namely, that t ^  
versal History of Civilization, including it* "kjioo'’ 
graphics, should furnish the future Bible for the -s 
of all the world. , gist

Ten years passed. And, forty years after in/  f tt1; 
meeting with my friend Foote, I salute the rcadei* 0f 
F reeth in ker. I glance back over the long c”re ti,)l 
seventy years, and am glad to think that infants 
likely nowadays to be entertained at Christmas 
with black palls and plumes and coffins. Othei 
of gloom and mind-slavery arc melting away. “  
lade Whittier speak :—

Though the harsh noises of our day,
A low, sweet prelude finds its way;
Through clouds of doubt and creeds of t*-a 
A light is breaking, calm and clear. ,,

t .  j-

Your Gramophone.
of1

T he B.B.C. has impudently laid it down tha .je (k 
can listen-in to a British station broadcasting w  ̂
churches are holding their performances, and cxa ^  f  
the church services are over, listeners are not a* j;. 
hear anything but religion until nearly nine o 1  ̂ ak 

Listeners who are unable to get foreign g
who are incensed at the B.B.C. time tables, cil11 Jtit" 
lief in the gramophone, for no one can forbid a 
lover finding solace in the music of the record- ,c t1’ 

That is, of course, so long as one is not a num- .j r 
the neighbours. In the modern ‘ post-war hoU»̂ > 
impossible to use one’s gramophone so that oeffi tk 
cannot hear it, but a great deal of the art of ge\ 1 
best out of a gramophone consists in using 1 
kind of needles. is ji'y

The very loud tone needle will not suit all rec*1̂  ^ii) 
as the soft needle used indiscriminately will sp° 
fine recordings. pr* •

As a general rule in the ordinary houses, sue'1 .)e fk 
as band music are too loud with a loud needle, 'x

As a general rule in the ordinary houses, slic',,j1jlc' ^  
.... band music are too loud with a loud needle, "  cflil 
beauty of violin music may be lost with a s0^ j,jtiil 

Commonsense, however, will suggest the best 
needle for each record.

S ome G o o d  R eco r d s.

The title “ The Giggling Curate,” Decca ^ 0- ¡„tc1“ , 
may strike Freethinkers as not being likely t0 \d!‘( 
them, but it is worth hearing, for Arty Cbupk tl>£l 
sings the song, gets in some sly digs at curates 011 

accents. s jt j
Decca F. 2182 is one of the new ones, and -l .j 0  

called “ A Burlesque Election,” Freethinkers 'v

V-



THE FREETHINKER 285

' sIows up admirably tbe manner m  ̂speeches
and law givers (save the mark) are elec ; , put  they
Mil the heckling are not very witty or 0 •-
are typical of ordinary elections. Uccca F.

'  doubt if there is a more lively vecorl} , ’ ‘!"the Fartn- 
J!72. It is Billy Hill and his Boys chiklren
Bird Symphony and the Village Ja/.z ’, noises. 
"lU eni°y the appropriate farmyard and othe 
. °f a different kind is Sterno 629 Thc ?a^‘lU

Julien and Aloma on Hawaian £Ui a irr\n<Ts oi
Hus record is one of the most P ^ 13l/ \  rd tor some
Hse alluring instruments which 1 'aN nine.

Sterno 623 should be in every
'Mary, for ft is a cti-iA-i«"of

Freethinkers record
Intelfi ‘v Is a striking commentary on our standard

the Ra' f  nce‘
cludin3 P1Clc®rs sing selections of ragtime melodies, in-

It is called tbe Ragpickers Party, and

0 ------ y — “ * as “  When the;yug such highly intelligent songs • ,, ,, y]itchy
')'d-night Choo ehoo leaves for , ,a 'i-ich some years

and Alexander’s Ragtime Band, ""go

Th,
vied wifi, V..... xvugume nanu, w

in Irymn tunes in surburban

Î'Osent r̂.atnoPkone lovers who believe in getting as 
to j(|(j a lve a collection of tunes as possible will want 
rei'deri„„CU!.°.i77 to their shelves. This is a xylophone

parlours.

'̂Rolo yv, - '— ““ “  
over an, nose who like xylophones will play this record 

î,l liki over again for pleasure, and those who do not 
6 0 'le;u' it and play it if only for the experience.

t>°°d * . V .  records are always interesting, and a
riet.y has just been issued.

Hem Conies Em ily Brown and Handsome

N o w ’’11 i?rei»ost is Vladimir Horowitz playing as a 
Î'îjor » CJÎ0. 0 tEe famous “

Thi:
Paganini Etude in E  Flat 

•"Hired yt111S 0,1 A 1160, price 6s. It is just a 
's typiCaja^  ®ance Paganini appeared in England, and

PaPe; ^ ital oi tile English that "before he came the news 
J V » « *  with derisive remarks about him, and 
rh°se of Came tU°y  fel1 over each other to praise him. 
i'ijoyili, " S ,vv̂ 10 love real music can make amends by 
and Wc* again and again this tune which bears his name, 
°f [rcri? cau understand that Listz went through a kind 
s'dc ia f’c ^I'en he first heard Paganini. On the other

Wc ° *°^ Serenade from Debussy’s “ Corner Suite.” 

°f a d°hbt the truth in the song “ Ninety-nine out 
want to be kissed,” but we can enjoy the 

kill j0v 'ythtn of this and of ” Betty Co-ed,” the college 
Hylton 1 *3y. every college boy, as played by Jack 

•M i '**s orchestra on B 59S7
* *oss an ,of us> however, will prefer the singing of John 
r(i ,l JV Voice Quartet on B 3752. The songs

11,0 tinKU ^ 1Qusan<l Miles A w ay,” which reminds us o 
urinal- ,VV̂1CU Christian England transported women 
feajfij ^  ,° Australia, and “ Agincourt,”  and “ Here’s a

his Majesty.”  excellent songs even thougl 
As ' crs lllay not approve of tbe sentiments.

'Us ¡,’,k who has no admiration for Sir Harry Lauder, 1
As

fe nsp,ter.est5d in C 2104, a 12-inch record of “ vocal
r̂ , W h - u ey are culled- Tile best I can say of this 
,s that 1 'U  ̂ faithfully reproduces Lauder’s mannerisms 
"’"sic jja,y °utd rather listen to the record than go to 

hat],, to watch the man himself, 

hlossom m • as a humorist is John Henry (and 
jlV ’ 1 in the version of “ The Pied Piper of Hame

■j  vo humour is not very pronounced, but tbe 
111 a mmy0 speaker makes a pleasant interlude
^ t i Jm: U'al Programme, which tbe gramophone fan 

Qn0 ’  arranges for the benefit of his friends.
( hi'd a ‘«T, record B 3775 must be mentioned. This if 
,lllks. T , «zzle Record,” and each side contains three
S 'v  toIadeed>. l0 . 1  would challenge anyone not in the 
,> t  thr(.'^ ?e the three tunes without ninning a side at 
"*• I si,„ . ,ltnes- It would not be fair to give any hints

r<*«id
.silo,

Oil
hhl Sh.Miicst that you allow a friend to put this

'Main until the secret is discovered.
Ba y .

hi«e Ca1 .
hrV(,; m .m  arguing; for fiercenc 

n fault, and truth discourtes

Correspondence.

To the E ditor op the “  F reethinker.”  

SUN DAY.

S i r ,— May I, as “ this same Mr. Whitlow,” reply 
to certain comments in your issue of April 12.

First of all, it is a fact that a reasoned statement (not 
a hasty letter) against Sunday opening, is practically 
certain to be excluded from the majority of Daily 
Papers, though columns will be filled by contributions 
on the other side.

Of course deep conviction, whether in a Freethinker 
or an extreme Puritan, leads to bigotry, which is gener
ally dogmatic assertion by someone with whom we dis
agree.

It is unsafe, and generally unjust, to impute insin
cerity to those with whom we disagree. In the ease of 
the “ bigoted Sabbatarians,” I would point out that the 
concern for Sunday-workers is not “  cant.” The fact 
that the late Mr. Jas. Stewart appealed to the bigoted 
Lord’s Day .Society to help with his Hairdresser’s Sun
day Closing Bill, is worth your attention. That the re
tail traders, anxious for the preservation of their Sunday 
rest, appeal to the same Society, is worthy also of note. 
The Musicians Union and The Stage Guild find that our 
“  canting concern ” is practical help.

The purely religious argument, as I see it, is the argu
ment of the best way of life, not only for myself, but for 
1113* fellows. Honestly believing that the commercializa
tion and (you will forgive the word) secularization, of 
Sunday is bad for the nation I oppose it.

You, honestly and sincerely, disagree with me— I have 
no right to call you a money-grabbing materialist. 
Neither have you any right to call me a canting bigot.

M aurice  W h it l o w .

A PLEA  FOR T H E  W ID EST FREETH O U G H T.

S ir ,— It is possible that freethonght ill religion— which 
stands for nothing more or less than applying the same 
kind of reason to its premises and evidences as we do to 
everything else— would make its position more unassail
able, and at the same time less controversial if, instead 
of turning its light mostly on the many variants of 
Christianity, it took all religion, as Bacon took “  all 
knowledge," for its province. This is the line which 
the Editor of the F reeth in k er  takes in his telling exposi
tion of Atheism in the issue for April 12, and especially 
in tbe concluding passge, where lie points out that “ all 
savages are religious,” and that religion is universal only 
in the sense that “ every tribe of human beings developes 
some kind of superstition.” The argument that this in
stinct springs from a reality- which is above reason, 
can find no support for the credentials of any one re
ligion, whatever its claims may be for divine revelation. 
“ Countless millions of people to this day have never 
heard the name of Jesus Christ,” writes Mr. W. Henry 
Braden in a recent F reeth in k er, “  and if it was God’s sup
reme effort to reach man, one would have imagined that 
God, who can do all things, would have selected a more 
successful method of manifesting himself.” And, on the 
ethical side it is easy to show how often religion has 
shown itself not only a drag on progress, but definitely 
011 the side of evil. Hinduism to-day, and many phases 
of Christianity are among numberless proofs, which show 
that there is nothing meritorious in. beiug religious. 
Virtue, though in many cases it may be associated with 
religion, cannot claim that as its origin unless it turns a 
blind eye on the history of humanity, on the clash of re
ligion, and on the bitter differences inside the same re
ligions which are still on the tapis. On what ground 
therefore is the Atheist whose vision forces him to regard 
all types of Deity as man-made to be stigmatized as taki 
ing up an immoral position ?

Mysticism is the only form of religion which is free 
from man-made dogma, but it remains an individual ex
perience, it cannot be communicated. It is independent 
of tbe tbeist and the anti-tlieist, and even of the particu
lar type of religion in which it is found.

George Herbert■ E- Maud S imon.
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BRAIN  AND MIND.

S ir ,— May I question certain statements of Dr. Arthur 
Lynch in the first of his two most interesting articles on 
“ Brain and Mind,” in the F reeth in k er  for April 12. He 
says : “ the pineal "land . . .  is neither a "land or a part 
of the brain tissue. It is part of the degenerated repre
sentative of a rudimentary third eye, which still appears 
in a genus of serpents, the liatteras.”

By the latter animal Dr. Lynch means, of course, the 
lia tte r ia  or Sphenodon p nn etatu s  of the wilder parts of 
New Zealand, which is a creature, however, that does 
not belong to the genus of serpents nor is it even, as its 
superficial appearance leads many to suppose, a lizard. 
Hatteria is the still living representative of a very ancient 
(pre-Tertiary) sub-order, the Rliynchocephali or snout
headed reptiles; it is, in short a true pro-Saurian.

Again, the pineal gland, or to use its less ambiguous 
designation the pineal organ, is a complex structure that 
arises from the posterior of the roof of the hinder end of 
the fore-brain (thalam encephalon). Originally a complex 
organ, being in part a third or parietal eye, and in part 
a glandular structure, its  present-day fu n ction  is 
decidedly  glandular. Recent research has proved that 
this organ secretes definite chemical substances which, 
circulating in the blood and lymph fluids, exert a power
ful influence on the development and growth of the sexual 
organs and of other organs correlated with sexual 
maturity. C harles M. B eadnei.l .

S i r ,— Reading with great interest Col. Lynch’s fine 
essay, “ Brain and Mind,” I was very disappointed to 
find him joining in the hunt after poor Biichner.

Considering that the first edition of Force and M atter 
was published as far back as 1855, one would think that 
a little allowance would have been made for time and 
enthusiasm, but even so Büchner’s words do not justify 
Col. Lynch’s interpretation of them.

Cok Lynch remarks : —
Some philosophers speak as though thought were 

something physical, and Biichner has especially dis
tinguished himself by asserting that ideas are a kind of 
excretion of the physical apparatus. This is localiza
tion either in excelsis or ad absurdam.

Buchner’s position is best stated in his own words :—  
The well known and much attacked expression of Vogt, 

that “ Thought stands in the same relation to ¿lie brain, 
as bile to the liver, or urine to the kidneys ” : an ex
pression which is, however, qualified by the preceding 
sentence : to express myself rather coarsely . . . we 
cannot help considering this comparison very badly 
chosen. We are not able, after the maturest considera
tion, to find any analogy between the secretion of bile 
and urine, and the process by which thought is produced 
in the brain. Urine and bile are visible, tangible and 
ponderable substances; they are, moreover, excretions of 
used up materials : but thought, spirit, soul are not 
material, not a substance, but the effect of the conjoined 
action of many qualities. (Force and Matter, 3rd English 
edition, p. 184.)

R obert F . T u r v e v .

T h e “  F r e e t h i n k e r  ”  f o r  1 9 3 0 .

Strongly Bound in Cloth, Gilt
—  Lettered, with Title-page. —

Price 17/6. Postage - 1/-.

UNWANTED CHILDREN
In  a C iv iliz e d  C o m m u n ity  there should be no

May 3-

SUNDAY L E C T U E E  NOTICES, B*6,

i.citure notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, L0̂  

E.C .4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they viilt 11 

inserted.

LONDON.

OUTDOOR. }!(•
(Hyde Park);West L ondon Branch N.S.S. ------  ~

B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E. Wood an  ̂ V 
6.30, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt, A. D. McLaren a“a ^ood a1' 
Maine. Every Wednesday at 7.30, Messrs. C. E; .  .1"'
C. Tuson; every Friday at 7.30, Messrs. A. D. ^Tjued 
II. A. Le Maine. Current Freethinkers  can be 0 go.11'1
posite the Park Gates, on the corner of Edg'' 
during and after the meetings. , otiOir0'̂

F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of 7 .  y.35' 
Road, North End Road, Walham Green) : Saturn 
Messrs. F. Day, A. J. Mathie, E. Bryant. De!1f tl|e

Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, 
Bandstand) : Mr. R. H. Rosetti will lecture at 3-r-j jectl,tf 

F insbury Park N.S.S.— Mr. A. D. McLaren w“
at i l . is  a.m. near tl!f

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Talk 
Fountain) : Mr. G. Whitehead will lecture at 6 P-n _ outs'‘1 

North L ondon Branch N.S.S.— Tuesday, May .' jjf. k 
Hampstead Heath Station, L.M.S., South End B03̂  ro-11' 
Ebury, a lecture, 8 p.m.; Thursday May 7, Arling
Mr. L. Ebury, a lecture, 8.0 p.m.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Stonhouse Street Cl»?!
sda.'-’

,tiaf
W

Road) : 7.30, Mr. L- Ebury. Monday, May 4, ) °e!,< * ’at 6,fl 
5, Wednesday, May 6, at Rushcroft Road, Bristol1, jjb’ 
Mr. G. Whitehead. Thursday, May 7, Friday', May 1 ^ 0  ' 
pool Street, Camberwell Gate, at 8.0, Mr. G. __ >!r
Sunday, May 10, at Stonhouse Street, Clapham, at V 
E. Grout— "  Miracles.” C0̂ ^!

West H am Branch N.S.S. (outside Technics 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Demonstration, er, 
— Mrs. II. Rosetti, Messrs. F. C. Warner, F. G.
White, H. S. Wishart and R. H. Rosetti.

indoor.
Highgate Debating Society (Winchester Hotel, h  y|f 

Road, Highgate, N.) : Wednesday, May 6, at 7' 
Beckw!th' '

South P lace E thical Society (Conway Halb( * 
Square, W.C.i) : n.o, John A. Hobson, M.A.— ‘ '

li#

with Human Lives.”
South London E thical Society (Oliver Golds®»ith

The PapaG 'Peekham Road) : 7.0, Mr. J. Murphy-

COUNTRY.

OUTDOOR.
Glasgow Branch N.S.S.— Ramble from Saltcoats- 

at 11.10 a.m. 3s. id. day return ticket. Mee 
Corner, Argyle Street, at 10.30 a.m.

L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N .S .S .— Outdoor 
will be held as follows - Snndnvs Onepn’s Drive „er11

TF'I
pa0'*

®eet! %
Sundays, Queen’s Drive

Baths) : Monday's, Beaumont Street; Wednesdays, c vvE_ 
High Park Street and Park Road; Thursdays, 0 0 ,r
ground adjoining Library, Knotty Ash. All at 7-- 
rent Freethinkers will be on sale. ,f J

N ewcastle Branch N.S.S. (Bigg Market) : 7-3°>
Keast— A Lecture. W

NewcASTle-on-Tyne.— Wednesday, May 6, at 8.0, .
Market, Mr. J. T. Brighton— A Lecture. (¡0^

Sunderland.—Sunday, May 3, at 7.0, near B® L 
Hall, Mr. J. T. Brighton—A Lecture. gtfcC'

West Stanley.— Saturday, May 2, at 7.30, Anthony 
Mr. J. T. Brighton— A Lecture.

YOU WANT ONE.
U N W A N T E D  Children.

For aq Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con

trol Requisites and Books, send a ij id .  stamp to ;—J . R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks
[EtU kUsheA nearly Forty Ytart.\

N.S.S. BADGE.— A single Pansy ^  
size as shown; artistic and ne®* 
in enamel and silver.; This e0>̂  * 
been the silent means of inti 
kindred spirits. Brooch or Stnd Pa
Price 9d., post free.— From 

The G eneral Secretary, N.S.S., 6a Farringdon S*"
L C*
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Pamphlets.

By G w. FOOTE.

jj Christianity and P rogress.
I Price 2d., postage x/ d .
1 Th

I

Wh(

e Philosophy of Secularism .
Price 2d., postage yfd.

W as th e  F a th e r  of J e s u s .
Price id., postage x/id.

Voltaire’s Philosophical ^ ctJ ° p ^ t Z ‘t,
Pol. I., I28 pp., with Fine C o v er PO 
and Preface by C hapman  C o h en - 

s Price 6d., postage id.

i  The Jew ish L ife  of C hristn—•

j

Bemg the Sep her ToldotH ¿ “ ^ „ f f t o r i c a l  
the Generation of Jesus. Wttl 
Preface and Voluminous Notes■ oy 
F oote and J. M . W h eeler- 
Price 6d., postage x/id.

By CHAPMAN COHEN.

God and Man. , Natural
4 n Essay in Common Sense fl 
Morality.
Price 2d., postage %d.

Ionian and Christianity.
The S ubjection  and Exploitation of a sex. 
Pricp ▼ « —  *

1 8ocl«.lism
lce Is-i postage id.

and the
r'rice 3d., postage ’/ad.

Creed and C h aracter.

Churches.

y, v n m ra o ie r.
j influence oj Religion on Racial Life. 1
l‘ 1 rice .a _ _ . ........................ . „ . *|j w ‘ lce 4d., postage id. Published at 6d.

^•Phemy,
Plea for Religious Equality. 

ho T*Ce P°staSe *d-
Survive Death?

0, le Belief Reasonable f  Verbatim Report 
/ a Discussion between Horace Leaf and 

J;»apman Cohen.

riCe 4d., postage x/ d .  Published at 7d.

By J. T. LLOYD.

n g .Qod'E a ti
111 4  c*... j ** .

way m Christianity and Cannibalism.
tlCe 3d., Dostnor* i//1

i
I Th,

*

3d., postage Ĵ d.

By A. D, MCLAREN. 

1 Christian’s Sunday.
Its History and its  F ru its . 
*rire 2d., postage x/d .

By H. G . FARMER.

’ ’V , Press, 61 Farriagdan Street, E.C.4,

in A rt. „
The Religious Opinions of Famous Artists 
“nd Musicians. 
irice 2d., postage x/id.

By MIMNERMUS.

^ t h o u g h t  and L ite ra tu re .
^riee id., postage %d.

. . T H E  . .

N a t i o n a l  S e c u l a r  S o c i e t y

President:

CHAPMAN C O H E N .
Secretary:

R . H . R o s e t t i , 62 F arrin gd o n  Street, L ondon, 

E.C. ,

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

S ECU LARISM  teaches that conduct should be based 
on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of 

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super
natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s 
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; 
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend 
material well-being; and to realize the self-government 
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone 
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy : —

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes 
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

M E M B E R S H IP .

Any person is eligible as a member on signing th« 

following declaration:—
I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I 

pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects.

Name.

A ddress.

Occupation

Dated this......day of................................... 19.......

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription.

P .S .— Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 
every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to his means and interest in the cause.

i

* ---------------------- --------------------------------------------------------------
»

I The Christian Sunday : Its History \

I
i
i
1
f t

B y A 

P ric e  2d.»

and Its Fruits
M c L a r e n  J

------  P ostag e  id . f
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GOD AND TH E  
UNIVERSE

EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & EINSTEIN

BY

CH APM AN  COHEN 

With a Reply by Professor A. S. Eddington

T
r P 'H IS is a work that should be in the 

hands of every Freethinker and as 
many Christians as can be induced 

to purchase it or read it. It will enable 
all to gauge the value of the new apolo
gies for religion that are being put for
ward in the name of recent science.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)

P a p e r 2s. 

C loth 3s.

Postage 2d. 

Postage 3d.

T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

.atheism
IW h a t It Is- - - - - - - - W hat It Means

13 Y

! JOSEPH LEW IS.

! —  . . .  I
!  A  lecture delivered at the invitatio j

of the Community Church? 
New York, U.S.A.

B Y

{ SEX and RELIGION *
¡I

\
Ij

\
1 
i

| This is certainly the most remarkable lectllf! 
I ever delivered in a Church.

1 The Minister of the Church describes the at^ res[atc- 
[ “ Brilliant in the extreme; altogether the bes ^ ¡s a»

i ment on Atheism I have ever heard.” Mr. Be"' . j ¡a 
able and resourceful leader of militant Freed10’ & 0( 

j the United States, and a constant thorn in the oUgl)
: orthodoxy. Published in 1930 has already run ¡¡,e
I two editions. We have a limited supply sent n 
? United States.

j Price S IX P E N C E . By post Sevenpe|lC°' «
I ___
* --------------------------------------------------  ^

*

GEORGE W H ITEH EAD  \ \
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) |  jj

P r ic e  - 9d. Postage id. j j

I I War, Civilization and 
Churches

By C H A P M A N  C O H E N

i
( F O U R  L E C T U R E S  on l [
;» i f
\( r n r p r p i i A ï T n ï T ' T  1  ¥ i r r  ( :

A BOOK T H A T  N ON E SH O U LD MISS

IFREETHOUGHT and LIFE \ i 160 Pages. P a p e r 2s. Cloth
Postage— Paper 2d., Cloth 3d.

39-

B y  C hapm an Cohen.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Price One Shilling, Postage lid . Í

i  t h e  Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street,

Í-»— **—

P.CA

-----------  J

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
I

JP-----------

¡T H E  OTHER SIDE
!
i
t  
i 
i 
*

*

) i 2 2 0  pages o f W it  and W isdom

* I BIBLE ROMANCÉ
t

i By G. W . Foote

OF DEATH
B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

The Bible Romances is an illustration of ^ eiOi>

Cloth Bound THREE SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE
Postage 2d,

T he P ioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4,

Printed and Published by T he P ioneer Press (G. W. Poors and Co ., Li d .), 61 Farringdon Street, London,

I

1* ( Foote at his best. It is profonnd without
f j  dull, witty without being shallow; and_ 13 |
i  I indispensible to the Freethinker as L  (
J | Bible Handbooki

l j P r ic e  2/6 Postage 3d.
\ f  Well printed and well bound.

( | T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B- ^ ^ 4


