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, he Eä8ter Myth.

^ s°h L the, birth of
6hi 
Mse

Jesus was on this wise.”  He
oSt n\ 0  ̂ a union between a Jewish maiden and a 

nd the death of Jesus Christ was on this
"as executed on the eve of the Jewish 
which afterwards became known to^atiC

'v°uld '"i'15 as dood Friday. Ordinary human decency 
aperf *ave known the day on which it was alleged 
toieranr; nian met his death owing to the religious in- 

I}] '"e ins persecutors as “  Bad Friday,”  or
l̂0"ght br^ ay-” But the Christian conscience 

by ]jjs ( otherwise. He was sacrificed in order that 
Hie 01 t'-lre and death God might forgive some of
Cl sins

tifistj " !tb which man was credited. So the 
ii'at ]lc 11 ca'ls it Good Friday because he believed 
nil tl1nt" larie a Profit on the transaction. And that is

c t, r atters-
aHege(| eie are some suspicious features about this 
^Holin',ansact’°n- the brst place> when we com- 
"’e do it° tbe cleath, or birth of a man, a real man, 
°'i the f  '1,)on a date not upon a day. If a man dies 
first 0f ASt.°fi April the date of his death remains the 
'i*e onepk11! f°r ever and ever. For a man can only 
blit jn and when he dies he does it all at once. 
Senior,. 6 Case °fi tlw death of Jesus Christ we com- 

dat ° not the date but the day. No matter what 
'C'atli e " e must have the commemoration of his 
iHan. °n a Frida' 
l l i l S ,c1eath
»Ot Cn)] lacts do not occur in this way, and they are 
n^tly niaiu°rated in this way. If we do not know 
' ab0nt ', en a thing happened we say it occurred 

of T SUcb anc  ̂ such a date. It is only in the 
deatc US Christ and his kind that we must have

lay. And whoever heard of any 
being commemorated in this fashion!

eath 011 a Friday whatever the date may be.

The Nature of the Myth
There is an unconscious satire in the fact that the 

commemoration of the death of Jesus Christ is deter­
mined by the phases of the moon— for of old the moon 
was supposed to have some causal connexion with in­
sanity. Hence the origin of the words “  lunacy ”  
and “  lunatic.”  It is not history, but astronomy 
that settles the date when Christians shall celebrate 
the death and resurrection of their god. In this re­
spect Christianity was but following the fashion with 
all sacrificed and resurrected gods. Sun gods and 
vegetation gods had always been killed and resur­
rected in this fashion, and it would not have been 
practicable to depart too widely from the fashion. A 
difference of name was nothing, it was the thing it­
self that mattered. Still, in a religion such as Christ­
ianity, God Almighty, whom Christians believe 
arranged their religion for world dominancy, ought 
to have looked ahead and have arranged a fixed 
deathday as well as a fixed birthday, so that the game 
would not have been so clearly given away. As 
Abraham Lincoln said, you cannot fool all the people 
all the time, and the perpetuation of Christianity 
depended upon fooling all the people for ever, and 
not for a period.

Faster has no possible connexion with the supposed 
death of a Jewish peasant just over nineteen hundred 
years ago. It is not even Christian, save in the 
sense that it is part of the historic religion known as 
Christianity. But it is far older than Christianity. 
A  Pagan who was suddenly awakened from the 
sleep of centuries would find nothing unfamiliar in 
the Christian celebration of Easter. He would only 
feel that he was once again assisting at the celebra­
tion of the sun-god’s victory over winter and death. 
He would see in what was being done in the name of 
the slain and resurrected Jesus, only what had been 
done in his day in the name of the slain and resur­
rected Adonis and Tammuz. Even the name of Easter 
gives the game away. It has nothing whatever to do 
with Jesus Christ. It is, most probably the name of a 
goddess, the Saxon Eostre who was annually glorified 
in the revivication of vegetation. If Jesus ever lived 
the Spring festival which he knew was the Jewish 
Passover, a festival in which the sacrifice of the first­
born yearlings played a part. This one may assume 
was a refinement on the more primitive custom of 
making a god by sacrificing a human being, and so 
securing a good harvest. But, as in so many other 
directions, Christianity was a reversion to a less civil­
ized form of religious belief. Our Easter is an 
ancient nature festival, and whether it be in the name 
of Jesus or Adonis or Osiris or Attis does not make 
the least difference to anyone who really understands 
religion.

* * *
C hristianity and Retrogression

There is no doubt whatever in the minds of anthro-*
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pologists as to tlie substantial truth of what has been 
said, whatever difference of opinion there may be in 
detail. But it is very difficult in an environment 
saturated with Christian influences to get a clear 
statement of opinion when the opinion to be expressed 
cuts across Christian claims. So from even so 
eminent a Freethinker as Sir James Frazer we get the 
following : —

On the whole, the evidence goes to show that the 
great Christian festivals were arbitrarily timed by 
the Church, so as to coincide with previously exist­
ing Pagan festivals for the sake of weaning the 
heathen from their old faith and bringing them over 
to the new religion . . . Christinas and Easter, the 
two pivots on which the Christian calendar revolves, 
appear both to have been instituted with this in­
tention ; the one superseded a mid-winter festival 
of the sun-god, the other superseded a vernal festival 
of the death and resurrection of the vegetation-god 
(Golden Bough, Vol. IX., p. 328).

Thus in the very act of summarizing facts that knock 
the bottom out of fundamental Christian claims we 
have support given to the superstition that the origin­
ators of the Christian cult were men of great spiritual 
development who were aiming at lifting the people 
to a higher level, and so utilized existing customs 
to a better end. I know of no evidence whatever 
for any such view. That Christianity, in spite of its 
faults, represented a higher form of belief, is a very 
familiar assumption, specially favoured by those who 
try to hide the extent of their departure from ortho­
doxy by an elaborate geniality towards those who 
still continue within its fold. But the historic truth 
is that Christianity represented the dregs of the in­
tellectual world; it was not a superior cult, but a 
competing one, and the distinction is important. It 
perpetuated the old superstitions, not in form only 
but in spirit and in idea. A  religion that could so 
perpetuate a set of beliefs already rejected by large 
numbers of the educated Pagan world can hardly 
plead that it was a species of religious Montessori, 
leading the world to higher things by means of 
familiar symbols. The world has yet to realize the 
terrible intellectual catastrophe the triumph of Christ­
ianity meant. It survived the Pagan religions, but it 
survived amid conditions in which a really en­
lightened creed would have faced and met a honour­
able death.

* * *
The Death of the Gods.
To do the early Christians justice they never denied 
the identity of their beliefs with the older Pagan 
ones. They were too near the source of Christianity 
to do so. The relation was commented on by the 
Pagans and admitted by the Christians. The former 
said that Christianity was but a copy of their own 
creeds, the latter retorted that the likeness between 
the two was due to the devil, who knowing that 
Christianity was coming, copied it w'hile it was on 
the w’ay. But whether from heaven or hell, the sub­
stantial identity of Christianity with the Pagan re­
ligions cannot be denied. The virgin-born, slain 
saviour, and the resurrected God, the event fixed by 
the phases of the moon, the eating of the newly-baked 
bread, the eating of the egg, that being the universal 
symbol of life, the practices that still continue in 
various parts of Europe where the people are the 
least civilized and the most Christian, all prove that 
Christianity is but the older Paganism under new 
names. But there is this distinction between the two. 
In the later days of Paganism the connexion of the 
god with the life of vegetation had reduced the 
ancient belief to a poetic symbolism. Christianity 
by connecting these ceremonies with the death of an 
alleged historical figure made the whole story revolt- 
ingly ridiculous.

All that is left for us is to once again re4̂ .jstiaO 
stupid Christian story to symbolism. The b 1 jj 
story is that of a dying God. And sooner 01 a ^ 
gods die. They are no more immortal than a’e.̂  ^  
worshippers. Indeed the mortality of the g°cS'  ̂ ¡s 
debatable than that of their followers. H 
another world to which these dead gods fi° ^  
would indeed form a motley crowd. Gods ^  ^
little, dark and fair, ugly and beautiful, Prese'y --- , —o-j    ------  - -
all the characteristics of man at his best and 
worst. That the gods are born we know

at klS
• that they

more of
die we also know. But, curiously, we knoW1---^ 
the manner of their birth than we do of their _ . 
The conditions of their birth are few and si  ̂
They can be studied among peoples still living’- ^  
their death that is puzzling; for by the tnde ^  
man is able to give his gods their quietus h fl( 
grown very complex, and the causes of the de ^  
the gods are not easily discerned. All " e . , iliso 
definitely is that man, the creator of the gods lS %  
their destroyer. Human thought brings the 
into the world; human thought carries then1 ^  
again. Man is the great deicide; were he n° 1 
would become stagnant and progress impossib

Chapman Co#^'

Disraeli’s Dialetics.

“ Not a fantastical fool of them all shall flout me 
of my calling.—Shakespeare.

“ This mystery of vending spiritual gifts is °ot' 
but a trade.”—Swift.

T ime works wonders with reputations. Gladst0'1b«1
bn. 
Jon’1'

statue “  in London’s central roar,”  exhibit0 ,̂ 
one solitary wreath on the anniversary of hiS 
a few years after he had passed away. A  P1(-t'jj 
nant figure in British political life for over 11 e 
century, Gladstone was scarcely cold in his 8 
before his life’s record was being revised, 
tions after Disraeli’s death his statue is loaded .5 
flowers, and his name acclaimed by the deseed 
of the people who derided him as a pariah. , as 

After all, Disraeli’s personality was as attract1 . 
Browning’s “  Bishop Blougram,”  and Freetln” ^ , 
can hardly fail to be interested in a meteoric ^ a<Jl0u- 
vellian career that scarcely has its parallel in a  ̂
sand years of English history. The most Pir* 
pages in the life-story of the wily statesman coi 
his religious opinions. Like that saucy, old, JD® ^------ ------------J — uv. i l  * * * * & '"  , q ,

ibly have disclaimed being a pillar of the CbUfc j
the-world, Lord Melbourne, Disraeli might V u 0\

England by saying: “  I am a buttress. I P.Liy 
up outside.”  To Disraeli this church wms s”!'j0li 
the Government form of religion, a social tra<1 
which blended civil authority with ecclesiastical111 ¡t$ 
ence. As to Freethought, he considered it ho jgj
proper uses. “  Man brings to the study of o’-® ^ 
more learning and more criticism than of yorcl ^ 
it is well that it should be so.”  In describing .  ̂
critical nineteenth-century theologians as “  A 11’  ̂ ¡5 
in domino,”  he wasted a good epithet, but thcfejje 
no mistaking the meaning. In one of his n°vel. p 
spoke even more plainly in describing the A o S 1 ^  
Church as “  Parliamentary Christianity.”  CoflC*-  ̂
ing Church appointments, which the dear . $
like their congregations to think are the direct c\\ 
of the Holy Ghost, it is refreshing to find DlS ‘  ̂
writing to Lord Salisbury, who was suppose’ 
represent the High Church Parly in the Cab’”1' - 
“  Can you suggest a good High Church dean vjh® 
not a damned fool and won’t make himself rl< 
lous?”  Disraeli’s attitude in theological ina 
was always that of the old French aristocrat : ‘ A
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me, the deluge'.”  He thought that th® 9 ĥ t i c a l  
England might be useful as a socia mt)rised in 
ôrce, but his own personal beliefs v,er ce have

a Ain, attenuated Theism, which wou appro-
shocked Voltaire himself, and have earne 
Nation of Rousseau. • 1 „ne Re-

Disraeli was a cynic, although a ^  • ian contro- 
ca"  ''is jest at the height of the 1 , >< Think
vfs y . “ I am on the side of the ange • ^  q{
^ his remark on reaching the cov tong: “ I 
Driine Minister, which he had desire One
nave climbed to the top of the putting
c»n scarcely imagine the austere T a • ^-sraeti has 
tlla matter in this light-hearted an(j  doubt-

accused of the gentle art of ilaue.y A  on with a 
ass, in the presence of Royalty, ] f J t  aUtliors, your 
ro\vel. His sugary compliment, case

majesty,”  addressed to Queen V ic t o r ,  ^  deatp
Point. When he offered his con' ° en i-tUvrambic as 

Prince Albert he became almos as coU1-t min- 
'annyson, who was actually the sa ,, a tinnet
stre', or, as Swinburne would have 

°n the wrist of a queen.”  Q„ou n t of Dis-
Most interesting reading is t ie  ̂ gradual

kali’s relations with the old Queen, andPtogrpc t-
of he
âr'y, takin

TV/' -

; fr s s  from her aversion to her affection. In one 
“ar letters the Queen told him that “  by rising

efltientlv
g cold shower-baths every day, and being

Catehh ly U1 l' le a’r, sDe Dad almost come to defy 
for u  ̂ co'd.”  The conversation is very intimate 
<0 ’al Able-talk. With Gladstone the Queen 
Pubiic fi’et ?n vve"- “  He talks to me as if I were a 
That meetnig,”  was the truly feminine objection. 
He ha'.a?’ however, a defect of Gladstone’s quality, 

âput r  3een known to have chatted genially to a 
Ereetiy1?11 Hard-headed Radical politicans (mostly
ship ln ' ers) on the value of hymns in public wor- 
Hisraer tlle proper position for a church organ. 
ho\V } ' f'vas incapable of such obtuseness. Recall 
sensit.e Aseinated Matthew Arnold, one of the most 
°n SQIVe men, and one who differed from Disraeli 
ing tI'nany Points. There is nothing more illuminat- 
Afpoi,;111 account of Disraeli’s conversation with
fonte,' ’ ailc' 've Dave the record in a spontaneous and 
self to1P?raneous letter from Matthew Arnold him- 
Arn0] , ls mother. Being reminded that he had met 

 ̂ years before, Disraeli said: —  
re 1̂ ,  I remember. At that time I had a great 
Wer!?v..ior D*e name you bore, but you yourself

"«le known1 .
Y0, luade a reputation, but you will go further yet.

Now you are well known. You

it°U Have a great future before you, and you deserve

T'hj
of 'vas a real compliment, coming from a master 
abarjjany Phrases. Arnold referred to Disraeli’s 

m'inent of literature : —
f0r es> he replied, one does not settle these things 
Verv°Ile'S SeH> an(l politics and literature are both 
an/ - attractiVe; still, in the one, one’s work lasts, 
he l '1 Ĥe other it doesn’t. He went on to say that 

of 1, a<a given up literature because he was not one 
that 1Cj People who can do two things at once, but 
c°ul(1he admired most tlie men like Cicero, who

The
Plenty 'f ll*H is that Disraeli had imagination, and 
Disr„ i° it. The son of that fine, old scholar, Isaac
H,

aeli
'oi-q. — n benjamin had “  ink in his blood,”  and was 

his ,vi/ VriAr. He was a master of words, and, whilst 
sH sts Was raciah he was much influenced by such 
'Ad as Dope, Swift, and Voltaire. Of his happy

P’hat (]0'° w  ̂ at his early Marylebone election. “ On
th

"4 1 l'*-) VJVVUl, UliCl V UJVuue, wt fj
t(1 the ..< y exPression a good example is his repartee

e ka"r y°U stand?— My head !”  Or his remark on 
his st_..1,Ca* Member of Parliament who said he took 

progress.”  “  It occurred to me that 
Was a slippery thing to stand on.” His

hrogrtand °n oress
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witty description of the Roman Catholic hostess who 
received her guests, “  with extreme unction,”  re­
minds us of Byron’s barbed shafts. How excellent, 
too, is his account of a political opponent who ad­
vances to the edge of the platform, and for hours 
“  draws yards of red tape from his mouth.”  As for 
his happy phrases, they are as “  thick as leaves in 
Vallombrossa.”  “  Batavian grace “  superior per­
son “  the hansom, the gondola of Loudon the 
critics, “ the men who have failed” ; and “ little words 
in great capitals.”

In his youth Disraeli was a great admirer of wise 
old Montaigne, one of those authors, he says, who 
“  give a spring to the mind,”  and it is a pity that he 
forgot the teaching of the great sceptic in the 
scramble up “  the greasy pole ”  of politics.

Mimnermus.

The Three Trials of George 
William Foote.

— —

(Concluded from page 197.)

V.

It  will be remembered that in the original indictment 
against Foote and Ramsey, Bradlaugh was included, 
and he took his stand with them in the dock at the 
Court of Queen’s Bench before Lord Coleridge, 
defending himself. His consummate knowledge of 
the law stood him in good stead and he was per­
mitted by the judge, in spite of Sir Hardinge Giffard, 
to be tried separately. “  His ease was,”  says Mr. 
J. M. Robertson, in Mrs. Bonner’s life of her dis­
tinguished father, “  a clear and detailed proof, made 
good at every point that he had ceased to be in any 
way concerned even in the selling of the Freethinker, 
before the issue of any of the incriminated numbers.”  
Bradlaugh was particularly severe on the underhand 
methods of the prosecution— a detailed account of 
which will be found in the Life, and which should 
be studied by those who would like to know a little 
more about “  blasphemy ” as a heinous crime in the 
eyes of the law.

Lord Coleridge summed up “  with great literary 
skill and dignity,”  and the jury after deliberating 
for one hour and ten minutes returned a verdict of 
“  not guilty,”  which was “  received with loud 
cheers.”  This acquittal was the third victory in 
succession Bradlaugh had won’ against Sir Hardinge 
Giffard, and it is good to think that this particular 
bigot must have smarted under the crushing defeats 
inflicted upon him in law (and justice) by a man 
whom he despised.

Foote and Ramsey, released from their dreadful 
confinement, even for a few hours, were delighted at 
the result, and both Bradlaugh and Foote were deeply 
moved as they shook hands.

Once again the third trial was adjourned, and 
when at last Foote and Ramsey alone came up before 
Lord Coleridge, it lasted only two days. “  The 
Judge,”  says Mr. Robertson, “  treated the prisoners 
with signal consideration and courtesy . . . The 
accused defended themselves, Mr. Foote making a 
particularly able speech, on which the judge in his 
summing up, repeatedly complimented him.”  As 
there was no doubt whatever of the “  blasphemous 
libels,”  these were not seriously contested. Ramsey 
read his brief speech for the defence and was 
followed by Foote, whose table was crowded with 
books and papers. And here it may as well be said 
that this speech for the defence was one of the finest, 
if not the finest tiling, ever done by Foote. He had
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had two rehearsals, so to speak, and now he put the 
whole of his knowledge and power and genius into as 
great a piece of oratory as ever came from a Free­
thinker on trial for “  blasphemy.”  He was gently 
rebuked once only by Lord Coleridge for a reference 
to Judge North, but apart from that, “ during the 
whole of my long defence, he leaned his head upon 
his hand and looked steadily at me without shifting 
his gaze.”  To attempt any summary of this master­
piece would be manifestly unfair. It should be re­
printed for the new generation of Freethinkers around 
us to see how Foote fought, nearly fifty years ago, 
for the liberty we now enjoy.

One has only to read the summing up of the judge 
to see how surprised he was, not merely because he 
never suspected for a moment that a “  vulgar blas­
phemer ”  could so marvellously and masterfully 
defend himself, but also because he did not know 
how much “  blasphemy ”  had been poured out, 
without a word of censure from the authorities, by 
such eminent men as Huxley, Spencer, Maudesley, 
Mill, Amberley, Shelley, Byron, Swinburne and 
many others. Hearing passages from their works 
for the first time, he said : —

They do appear to me to be open to exactly the 
same charge and the same grounds of observations 
that Mr. Foote’s publications are. He says many of 
these things are written in expensive books, pub­
lished by publishers of known eminence, and that 
they circulate in the drawing rooms, studies and 
libraries of persons of position . . . This crime is a 
constructed crime, originally manufactured by 
priests in the interest of their own order to put 
down dissent and heresy. It now lingers among us, 
a legacy utterly alien to the spirit of our age, 
which unfortunately we have not had resolution 
enough to cast among those absurdities which time 
holds in his wallet of oblivion.

And that was said nearly fifty years ago !
Foote’s peroration was a worthy finale to his 

speech, and Lord Coleridge did not sum up at once. 
He said : —

Gentlemen, I should have been glad to have 
summed up this evening, but the truth is, I am not 
very strong, and I propose therefore to address you 
in the morning, and that will give you a full oppor­
tunity of reflecting calmly on the very striking and 
able speech you have just heard. *

One other quotation from the learned judge. It 
shows how he repelled the impudent charge of “  in­
decency ”  so zealously fostered by Sir William Har- 
court and his Christian brothers : —

Mr. Foote is anxious to have it impressed on 
your minds that he is not a licentious writer, and 
that this word does not fairly apply to his publi­
cations . . .  I should say that he is right. He 
may be blasphemous, but he certainly is not 
licentious in the ordinary sense of the word; and 
you do not find him pandering to the bad passions 
of mankind.

That should, to most people, settle the question 
of “  indecency ”  once for ever.

The jury took nearly five hours to discuss the issue 
but were unable to agree and so were discharged. 
“  Acquittal,”  says Foote, “  was hopeless; but no 
verdict amounted to practically the same thing.”

The rigorous confinement and bad food, the plank 
bed and sickness generally, all combined to make it 
almost impossible for Foote to conduct another 
defence for some days, and Lord Coleride took steps 
to have the foul treatment meted out to a man of 
Foote’s temperament, immediately altered. The re­
sult was that he felt “  ready to fight twenty 
Giffards,”  but no further prosecution took place on 
that indictment. Sir Henry Tyler and his backers 
had to pay the whole costs of the prosecution but, as 
Foote later pointed out, it was also a loss to him 
and to Ramsey. Had they been found guilty, they

would have had the sentence run concurrently ''
Judge North’s, and they would have been
from the criminal to the civil side of the Prl  ̂
worn our own clothes, eaten our own food, re \ 
and answered letters and spent our time in ra£stjge 
occupation.”  But Freethought gained in Pj 
and the newspapers reported the case very 1 .gf. 
particularly the Times. In addition, Lord ^  
idge’s magnificent speech made quite a number „ 
opposition admit Foote’s sentence was “  nions 
and provoked a number of protests from well t0 
people in the Daily News, which I should 1 
quote in full. They formed a bitter remonsr ^  
against the “ Liberal” Government. Meinoria s> 
Foote’s release came from all parts of the c0 . v 
and the names cited by Foote as some of the

ibeotf 
be.

tories would surprise, even to this day, those w ^ 
still in favour of the retention of the Blasp 
Laws— whatever their economic opinions nli1' ^  
Sir W. Harcourt was adamant, "he never does ^  
right thing,”  said the Weekly Dispatch, “ when lCjje(] 
a chance of going wrong.”  And he deliberately.^, 
in the House of Commons when he said the Piy  s 
tion was “  an obscene libel.”  Even the Daily £ {e 
could not stomach this and pointed out thaty^.. 
and Ramsey were convicted for publishing a | 
phemous ’’ not an “  obscene ”  libel. Mr-
stone did nothing, and the prisoners had to 
their sentences out in entirety.

Foote saw there was nothing to do but resign

5er',e

hi111'
lu s

ur

bu­
nder

aflu
not

self to his fate, and so set about to mitigate 
prisonment as much as possible. He was, 
governor such as Colonel Milman able to do so 
managed to get in an extensive course of reading j)C 
only of English writers but also of French, a a 
even took up Italian. c a

But the ten months he still had to serve " e ^  
terrible tax on his powers, and he was eventual)  ̂
tired and w'eak to read for more than an hour 
a day.

Kemp suffered terribly. Ramsey, when re e“ tbe 
was met by a crowd and had to make a speech a ^
Hall of Science, and at last Foote’s day of free‘ 
drew nigh." It would be difficult to describe his
ings when at last the prison gates opened, and

fe«1'
tli*

mighty shout broke from the huge crowd outs* 
There was a public breakfast and a speech

de-
fr oi"

Foote, and another from Bradlaugh and Mrs-

end 
n° 
: it

--=•------ ------ i jp1
and at last he was home . . . Foote’s trial am1 ^  
prisonment are historic events. They did not 
trials for blasphemy, but the authorities want 
more, and obviously hate bringing any action 1 
can be avoided. Brought up as a “  vulgar h 
phemer,”  Foote compelled the admiration j $ 
Lord Chief Justice of England, and even that 0 ( 
vindictive and bigoted Roman Catholic like J1 
North. His twelve month’s imprisonment was, flj 
its way, as foul a blot on justice as the burning• t 
Bruno, if we take the difference of the centuries ^  
public opinion into consideration. It was the "  j 
sentence Judge North could give with impunity' ^ 
when one takes up the Christmas Number oi ^  
Freethinker and thinks a man got twelve monll>s ^ 
publishing it, it makes one ashamed of his kind 3 
humanity. ¡¡t

The Blasphemy Laws are still unrepealed, an1 ^  
any moment a man may be called to account 
laughing at silly fables because some people call 1tad*
sacred. That should be made impossible. Our 
is to go on making Freethinkers, and so to edU'-y
public opinion that it will compel Parliament }°

if
- , * . , all3

peal the infamous laws; and thus Foote’s trials
imprisonment and sufferings will not have been
vain.

H. CüTNfîn-
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Conspiracy of Press and 
Priest.

' here is a religious belief so cun *s a God
lo a common assumption— viz., lhil c a merci- 
whose attitude towards mankind is • omni-

father. As he is also credited with being ̂  ^  
Potent man is virtually unassaila e, 

theory, % , liim-
Primitive man, in all probability, „ 0ds 0f

sdf the very thrall of supernatural e him.
aome sort or other, who were always J ' attributed to 
'■ •very success or failure was * ere, ^  t the savage 
diem. Belief in this barbaric thral When be-
onler was, after countless ages, ^ ot l ^ { nlonotheism,
lfcf in the gods had assumed the fo
as was c—- ■ "

ms eventually done by the Jews, this sll' ia t^eir 
Control took the form of theocracy : Jalivd" and

id King. It was he who declared war an made —
ruler and
, ,e Peace, through his priesthood, of course 
''as for this very reason that Saul was considered to
* a usurper; and that is why David, who had as- 
ended a usurper’s throne, displayed such sycho- 

Puantic self-abnegation in his fulsome laudations oi 
ls G°d, in the psalms accredited to him.

, J ' ‘S idea, or dogma rather, was taken over, ulon„ 
? lth their sacred book, the Old Testament by the 
°unders of the Christian cult, but in a still, more 
adified form which has been perpetuated y

Christian Church.

. Jahveh's attitude was now, not that of a Ruler, 
that of a Merciful Father. Such was his solici- 

, Cf  f°r our well being, that the Founder of the hew 
? U »  made to say : “  Are not two sparrows sold 

r a farthing? And one of them shall not fall to tl 
Jr°und without your Father. But the very hairs of 
I:"'- head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore 
p, are of more value than many sparrows. |ie 

1,11 eh, through its battalions of priests, as y
eans of infinite repetitions week-in, week-ou , mPraŷ rc i_

‘ "yers( hymns and devotions, given this supposed 
iterance of Jesus the credal status of an axiom, 

that y °r even to doubt it was blasphemy— a crime 
vvas atoned only at the stake, 

cl, °w this dogmatic assumption can be tested or 
lisb i d in two distinct ways : by studying the estab- 

correlations which obtain throughout the 
ere fCnt World between the different kinds of living 
Pro ,l̂ es' For instance, is there any evidence of a 
infl- 1S-10n Universally made to prevent creatures from 
are^|lnH sufferings upon one another; in other woics,
do'Wed °rp‘ans and faculties with which they are en- 
aliitv ’ cbvfously destined to promote universal 

Al and goodwill?• wias i 'I',
'tig Cr ' rne organs and instincts with which liv- 
attitU(i n u.res are endowed unmistakably point to an 

l'his° diametrically the reverse of that.
''bich 1 e.at'°nship is typically exemplified by that 
sbort CXls' s between the wolf and the lamb. In 
d'e o(i°ne l̂aff °f the realm of life lives by devouring
Hot the

--------- ------- --- -- -------- ------ <=»
half. But as that line of investigation is 

Mil °ne We are concerned with in this article we 
, I'he SUe U no further.

piovj ,°dler way of checking the truth of the 
^tent Vface ”  dogma with which a merciful omni- 
anrl t ather in Heaven is credited, is to observe 
tf)rees /aabe a faithful record of how inanimate 
?enera|° Mature behave towards sentient beings in 

\Ve , and towards man in particular.
avc had this winter an extraordinary display' 

'alien r<l s thant forces at work. The winds have 
'dc-'uic fading role. Gales, hurricanes, and cy- 

'•asts of extraordinary violence have been the

of ha

order of the day. And even the ordinary monsoons 
and typhoons have displayed more fury than usual. 
Jointly they have lashed the oceans into devastating 
storms which have littered land and sea with their 
wrecks and carnage.

As I write I read a headline : “  Nineteen lives 
lost in a blizzard.”  This is typical of the budget of 
woeful calamities with which the mind is daily “  re­
galed ”  by the morning papers. There is never a 
storm that does not leave a record of the loss of life 
and property'— a devastation that is always propor­
tioned to its violence and the extent of its sweep.

I will nowT give a few quotations from the Daily 
Herald’s correspondent’s account of Nature’s play­
ful doings at Brisbane, Australia.

“  It is feared that the cyclone which caused the re­
cent floods may return with consequences too 
terrible to contemplate. Coastal districts up to ioo 
miles North and ioo miles South of Brisbane have 
been inundated. In the suburbs of Rocklea and 
Chelmer, only the roofs of the houses are visible.”

And our Thames Valley has had a rare experience 
of similar floodings which have been regularly re­
corded in our morning papers.

But no record has ever been made that even one of 
these destructive powers ever arrested itself or 
turned aside in case valuable property or precious 
lives were in its path.

Jesus’s deliverance in respect to the sparrow would 
give one a right to expect it. The press of the world, 
however, never volunteers a hint as to the absolute 
disagreement between the facts of experience and the 
dogma of religion, leave alone a categorical state­
ment hmv the one belies the other irremediably.

The only “  miracle ”  that has ever happened to 
human beings is that which would have happened to 
a log, a stone, or a carcase had it been in its place, 
i.e., the chance of position or the chance of a re­
sultant force with an erratic direction.

These devastating forces were not confined to cy­
clones, rushing floods, and avalanches of snow. No, 
fulminating Jove joined in the fray and with good 
effect. He made the cloud-bursts torrential enough 
to be devastating on a grand scale, as exemplified in 
the overwhelming floods at Brisbane already alluded 
to.

Nor was “  divine providence ”  content with the 
dire holocausts effected by fires and floods though 
their devastations were prolific enough of ruin and 
suffering to satisfy any malevolent “  providence ”  
however Satanic.

Finally, the earthquake, with its omnipotent 
powers, was widely brought into operation. And 
its more than tragic effects were duly recorded in the 
press of the world.

I will now append an excerpt from the Daily 
Herald’s record of the disasters wrought just within 
one of the regions where it was allowed to do its bane­
ful work of ruin and death : —

‘ ‘Eye-witnesses of the devastations in Napier (New 
Zealand) caused by the great earthquake, say, that 
it is impossible to exaggerate the position. The 
scene is almost indescribable. The whole business 
area has been wiped out. Hardly a house remains 
inhabitable. The streets are a blazing oil inferno. 
Fires are still raging; but the fire engines were pinned 
in their station. But as the water-mains were burst, 
they would in any case have been useless.”

“  A  young girl,”  the correspondent adds, “  rushed 
into my arms. I endeavoured to pacify her, remark­
ing that it would be over in a second. Then the big 
crash came; and one of the steel pillars fell across 
the girl’s body, she lay crushed along the counter 
pleading for freedom. The pillar held her in such a 
position that within a moment her life was gone!”
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The Central News states that “  when the shock 
came a number of people were at devotions in St. 
John’s Cathedral, one of the finest ecclesiastical 
buildings in New Zealand. In a moment they were 
buried beneath piles of bricks and masonry; and a 
son sees his mother, that could not be rescued, burned 
alive.”

What a piece of grim mockery are the words put 
into the mouth of Jesus about the “  sparrow,”  as 
quoted above, when faced with the tragedy of facts.

And yet the most scrupulous care is exercised by 
the entire press to avoid inserting even a casual 
hint how all these sinister facts gave the “  lie abso­
lute ”  to the Christian dogma of a divine providence 
mercifully watching over mankind.

If only the attention of the public (no elucidation 
is needed) were drawn to how the dogma is daily, 
yea even hourly, belied throughout the wide world, 
it would have been relegated to mythlaud ages ago.

Despite the infinitude of indiscriminate suffering 
and misery thus faithfully recorded in the world’s 
daily press, the priest nevertheless, never ceases to 
proclaim his God as a merciful Father that protects 
us from peril and shields us from suffering and death.

He pretends to be as oblivious of the facts of life 
as the press is of the dogmatic assumption of the 
Christian creed. Each party confines his attention 
to his own business as if no other existed : the press, 
to the calamities of life; the priest, to the myths of 
his religion.

Since the above was written, it is now known that 
Jahveh’s celestial artillery has been brought into 
action. “  The earth has been bombarded from 
space.”  Three great meteors fell in Brazil and fired 
and depopulated hundreds of miles of jungle.

But such is the vitality of a superstition, the dogma 
will serve the priest as heretofore.

Had they fallen on London instead of the jungle 
of Brazil, it would probably survive after a few thou­
sand apologetic sermons had been delivered. And 
the conspiracy of silence of press and priest would 
be as effective as ever. K eridon.

False Friends of Freethonght.

T he abuse of the term “  religious ”  to describe any­
one who is a disbeliever in supernaturalism is attri­
butable to confusion or dishonesty of thought. It 
will not do to belittle “  the machinery of the dic­
tionary.”  The up-to-date standard dictionary 
is an essential thing in every thinker’s library. 
It gives us the generally accepted meanings 
of words— the significance of what words con­
vey to the best informed minds of our age—  
what they really represent in the view of all 
educated people. I look up Chambers Twen­
tieth Century Dictionary, and I find the first 
meaning of Religion given therein is “  The re­
cognition of supernatural powers and of the duty 
lying upon man to yield obedience to these.”  And 
it is notorious from John O’Groats to Land’s End 
that 999 out of every thousand “  men in the street,”  
educated and uneducated (or half educated) associate 
the terms “  religion ”  and “  religious ”  with super­
naturalism and belief in the supernatural. The 
Freethinker who believes in militancy and independ­
ence in the campaign against ecclesiastical corpora­
tions and institutions disdains to descend to the 
chicanery of religionists who claim to be “ advanced,” 
“  modern,”  or “  liberal ” ; who even claim the name 
of “  Freethinker,”  and who therefore conversely 
might be described as “  Freethinking Religionists!”  
— fit bedfellows for “  Religious Freethinkers ”  !

It is the height of fatuousness, futility and folly in

the great work of emancipating enslaved minds to 
tempt to run with the hare and hunt with the 
The average individual does not understand 
“ Religious”  and “ Atheistic”  can be made 
changeable terms when by all speech, writing) 
tom, usage and experience he has been taught to 
gard them as representing diametrically °PP’ 
ideas. The plain-minded, militant, independent J1  ̂
thinker regards such a title as “  Religious 
ist ”  as being composed of mutually exclusive 
mutually destructive terms. Is he right or lS 
wrong? . 1)t

I maintain that he is clearly and indubitably 
It is strange to find a professed Freethinker wr| . 
such a sentence as this : “ I like the term ‘ rehg10 A 
though I would usually and, as far as possible, 
it if it irritated listeners.”  The main concern of 
Freethinker is not the personal susceptibilities ot ^ 
audience— it is the ascertainment, promulgation ‘  ̂
enforcement of Truth. The average man hheŜ e 
clear-cut, and detests a confused issue. Once 
adopt the designation “  religious ”  for those eng* .̂ 
in the battle against superstition and supernatuf‘ 
ism, we render the battle in the eyes of all speC*f f i 
one of wooden swords— an unreal and farcical a"alf£ 

In the minds of 99 per cent of the population * 
can be no conception of such a thing as a “  non-t'J,,

piali'
logical religion ” or a “  religion without a 
Once you speak of “  religion ”  to the ordinary _ 
the word at once conjures up before him the vk’ __ 
of the priest or parson. You cannot without d>sa 
trous results put the new wine of Freethought into t 
old wineskins of a phraseology which represents °* ’ 
discredited, tyrannical, oppressive, enslaving and 
basing things. We can only learn or be taught  ̂
the lessons of past history. What the significance 
the term "religious ”  and the effect of its uf® ft 
dred years hence may be we cannot know. At tn;

nce

the
a*'

moment we do know its almost universal signihc£1.0 
and that the effect of its use in describing any "  ̂
disbelieve in the existing ecclesiastical systems 15 
delibitate Freethought, confuse the issues, and P® 
alyse the efforts of the searchers after Truth.

The Rationalist I have already quoted descfl  ̂
Religion ”  as “  the personal and social movefl1®,, 

for order and harmony in man and man’s Wot\ ’ 
When one contrasts this with the standard Did1̂ , 
ary meaning, one is comically reminded of 
asius contra mundum. But you cannot sow 1® 
and look for a crop of oats any more than out a 
cestors could do a thousand years since. There 9 
essential things that do not alter. Two and ^  
make four— not five or three. There is an 
and mendacious straining after parallels. But 
last things anyone would ever dream of as bein£ 
sociated with “  religion ”  in all ages down to 
present is “  harmony ”  or “  order.”  On the c°^ 
trary. History attests that more than any otber j 
fluence “  religion ” has been disruptive, anti-s°cj?c 
and a breeder of ill-will. As Artemus Ward 
great American humorist put it : "  There is no 
like a religious fite.”  (

It is deplorable— it is saddening— but it is true 1 
the very large majority of men, eminent in ® 
science, letters, poetry and politics, defer to the c°^ 
ventional religious beliefs of the time, though 11)3 
of them must be painfully aware of the wretchedn ■ 
and inhuman conditions they help to perpetliâ j. 
There is probably more excuse for this cowardly ®  ̂
tude among artists and writers who are retired wu 
themselves or live in the clouds. But the scient'^ 
and politicians have no excuse. What is the P ^  
pose of making simple things complex, plain th* * 
involved, and clear things obscure except to n .
the uneducated and the unthinking by pn dei"1.
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Pompous and pedantic language not un<̂  £or tlie 
"ie common people? There is . ^ ranks of the
egoist or the pedant or the snob 1 attempt to
a™ , of Freethought. The reprehehabletfleoP ̂
l̂ot out or blur the essential differen against

figionists and Freethinkers is a . effects re- 
Humanity. In name, in quality ant 1 d ader 0f
'gi°n has ever been the enslaver - Tgnotus.man.

Peter Weston’s Shop.

At 77 Newgate Street, Newcastle, over tb*rtJ  gpop win- 
People often stood gazing and reading tpers looked 
do'v. Some chuckled and grinned; ^hils and left
^ solemn as the donkeys on Whitley Only by
v'th ruffled feelings. What was the a ‘ -Ritrht in the

COuld the curiosit>’ be saU? J  the glass, would 
"Idle of the window, close up aSaj '  * , -jso the War

b;  a copy of the Christian Herald, would
ry, whilst crucified at it were be vvc with a picture

r* C0Py ot a Freethought PaPer’ 0 ■ and groans.
tbe front page which raised bot 1 g as a card-

One week might be seen a parson c eP’ gon and
ârper with his three cards marked F • in their 
oll’ Ghost, and the country joskins S Another

i l tts ior something to put on the ear {. ^  j  ord 
J*k would show a picture of th y  works> which 
'Canning his tender mercies over al Ughtning;

chided a church steeple being s , -n sjde on to
t,lrt"«g lava streaming down the 1 « devastating

e villages below; shipwrecks at se . sll0W a pic- 
uods over fair lands. Another week w t wWdn the

e °1 heaven with Saint Peter si g . parsons of 
with his keys in his hand, and f o u r ^  

liferent types running in the opp°s lng a •
skeleton personified as death with his scythe,"’liicli tfi

"as call'Cf  ,'VOu1d have to pass to enter. This picture 
Was r,„_C< ' Heaven is our home.” Another fine bit
Pan one

son "amed “ The Clerical Macbeth,”  where the 
Pear **tbe P»lpit is aghast as he sees the ghost ap- 
quit ni , figure of truth, and he cries “  Avaunt and 
but that det the earth hide thee, take any shape
fickle/ '1 a"°ther week would bring another
class ; t sh°wi»g the priest as a schoolmaster with a41o£

âthp,nct'c then followed— “  Three time one are one.
children and a blackboard headed “ Church

('>host . ®fi"als Son and Ghost; Son equals Father and 
I'Cictie -‘h°st equals Son and F ather” ; and one little 
becauSe\S rnacle to stand upon a form for punishment 

®elo\v 16 cann°k understand it.
>cts uj./hese pictures would hang a string of pamph-’ Wifi VVUU1U CXJu?glin 1 sueh titles as Mr. Adam, Captain Noah, 
Holy jT Jucob, General Joshua, Professor Sampson, 
"'adg p ?Sef > eke. Such pictures and pamphlets soon 
scrved eter’s shop known both far and wide, and often 
ages, pS a "meeting place for heretics of all grades and 
»non, air n Christian Evidence xnen, “ Anti-Infidel” 
°1 ini Spiritualists all found their way to this “  den 

' y>” as it was looked upon by the pious.

Oo,j d many Scottish visitors. One of these, John 
S°ciet'y Was secretary of the local Christian Evidence 
?Cce"t, - klic colour of his beard, his strong Scottish 
or pe'(;e , Jus fondness for snuff, he might have passed 

Oiio . r s "  verra brither.”  On his entering th shop

i)a,sPoke with an easy discernible Scottish accent,
h’or.,.

one 
haB ln°mihae ye *le exclainied, “  Wliell, Peter, whatl l 3 I t io r n in o r  ? n — “  A n  t in o th it ir » ’ r n n p h . ” news
*'cter̂ “ "s morning?” — “  Aa naetliing much,” said 
|ofis ’-n ^ve jist had Robinson the spiritualist in ; he 
i!rown h<i’s bad an interview wie Joe Broon.” (Jos. 
^ontfi1 ,an Atheist, here referred to, had been about a 
v's Snu«ea<1) “ Oh, Aye, um hum,”
Hfer, ,, ‘0°x, which they exchange, “  Aye,”  continued 

The th °b*ns°n tells me Joe is in the third sphere.” 
l °on, j, lrd sphere, Peter, aye, um hum, were that up or 
*ot t0 ae,1> f’eter?” “ Damn,”  says Peter, “ I quite for- 
ti Ooiit 1 C b" n khat, mou,”  bringing his fist down on 
bougfi ■‘.<:r vvbh such a thud as to frighten his cat as 

1 bad been scalded.

That cat, although it sometimes ran off with Peter’s 
kippers, was a favourite pet. One day the Rev. Mars- 
den Gibson called at the shop, and soon got talking 
about God. Peter’s cat was on the counter and was all 
attention as he stroked it. After listening for a short 
time, Peter could stand it no longer, and exclaimed 
firmly and loudly, “  Gibson, ye know nae mair aboot 
God, nor that cat.”

Poor brave Peter, who long ago went to the same 
“ sphere ”  as Brown, Robinson, Wood and Gibson, has 
left us some endearing memories. He was made of that 
stuff of which martyrs are made. He lived, and would 
have died if need be, for Freethought. Whilst two per­
sons were being tried in Newcastle, one of whom was 
sent to prison for selling Doctor Allbutt’s Wife Hand­
book, and other booksellers quaked and hid their copies. 
Peter never took it out of his window except when dust­
ing it. Hats off then, to the memory of Peter Weston, 
who said he wad nae even take his tie frae a church 
clock.

J. G. Bartram.

Acid Drops.

We desire to enter a solemn protest against the draw 
in the Irish Sweepstake. The public was assured that 
everything should be quite fair and above board, and 
that only persons concerned with the actual drawing of 
the tickets should be those named. We now find that 
not to be the case. The drawing of at least two of the 
tickets was a pure “ fake.” According to the Roman 
Catholic Universe, of March 27, two prizes were drawn 
by those who had “ sought St. Anthony’s aid.”  We pro­
test against this method of conducting a sweepstake. 
In a “  draw ” everyone is supposed to stand an equal 
chance, but how can it be equal when the unseen hand 
of St. Anthony is guiding the hand of the nurse to 
draw the ticket he has been asked to see is drawn. That 
makes the sweep as much a swindle as though some of 
the officials themselves had arranged it, and reduces St. 
Anthony to the level of a comon turf sharp. On a race­
course a bookmaker who behaved in a way analogous to 
this would stand a chance of being lynched. We protest 
against the Saints interfering in the drawing of tickets. 
Why if the Pope took three tickets we might expect 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost to see that he drew first, 
second and third.

While we are on the question of St. Anthony swindling 
so many people out of their chance of getting a prize 
in the Irish Sweepstake, we may record some of the 
following advertisements which a Liverpool reader sends 
us from recent issues of the Liverpool Echo :—

Grateful thanks to St. Teresa and St. Anthony for 
work.

Thanks to St. Jude for favours received.
Thanks to St. Teresa of Jesus for huge favour.
Delayed thanks to Sacred Heart for favours received.
Thanks to St. Teresa for favours received. Publica­
tion promised.
Grateful thanks to St. Jude for success in examination. 

There are plenty more, but all in the same. Generally 
speaking the Saints appear to lead a very busy life, and 
to have a finger in almost everything going-provided 
the proper fees are paid.

Representatives of over fifty Christian congregations 
and organizations,- passed the following resolution at 
Birmingham :—

“ That this gathering, representing all Christian con­
gregations in Birmingham, meeting on the evening of 
the draw in connexion with the Irish (Grand National) 
Sweepstake, desires to express its conviction that all 
such lotteries are anti-social, and that Christian people 
should have absolutely no part in them.

This is a grave warning to the faithful, and it is to be 
hoped that they will take it to heart; the next time any 
one of them is thinking of spending ten shillings in a 
lottery they must refrain— and give it to the Church
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which deals in certainties. The humility in the resolu­
tion is touching in its implication that Christians form 
the bulk of society.

Gipsy Smith told a pious gathering : “  You want other 
people to see Jesus? Then let them see Jesus in you, 
so that they can’t help falling down and worshipping 
him when they see him !” We hope the parsons appre­
ciate this criticism, by implication, of the effectiveness 
of their training. They have had control of their clients 
from tender years, have explained to them how to be 
like Jesus, and have lectured them Sunday after Sunday 
for years. Yet their clients are not like Jesus, according 
to Gipsy Smith. That is a poor compliment for the par­
sons. They should ask the Gipsy what the devil he 
means by it. If his criticism is true to fact, then all the 
parsons should lose their jobs. Seemingly, they have 
made their clients, not Christ-like, but merely different 
from ordinary men and women. If that is the case, we 
extend to the poor devils our sincere commiseration in 
their misfortune.

Mr. J. S. Hawnt, M.Sc., Ph.D., Assistant Director of 
Education for Chesterfield has been warning the Sun­
day schools to be prepared for trouble in the future, 
when the .State’s improved system of education begins to 
be effective. He warns them that the Sunday school 
will have to deal with better material. He suggests 
that the boys and girls of the future will be more for­
ward mentally, “  with a greater passion for truth in 
virtue of their work in science, and the demand for in­
creased accuracy in other subjects.” It is rather dis­
concerting of Mr. Hawnt baldly to say that " P.S.A.’s 
and institute services will not meet the needs of the 
adolescents of to-morrow.” It is equivalent to saying 
that such things are appealing only to the more back­
ward types of mentality of to-day. And as for the better 
types of the future which the day schools are to pro­
duce, we don’t quite see how the present-day Sunday 
school worker can prepare to meet their “ needs.”  How 
can the mentally inferior possibly understand the needs 
of the mentally superior or the working of their intelli­
gence ?

The chief difficulty, says the Rev. R. C. Gillie, in per­
suading people to read the Bible daily is their under­
lying belief that the Bible is a dull book. They praise 
it and take it as the foundation of their faith, but if 
assured it is dull they will be indisposed to spend much 
time and effort on it. The rev. gentleman adds that 
“  people can be lured to deeper study of the Bible by 
the steadfast assurance that it is the most fascinating 
book in the world.”  Great is steadfast assurance, and 
wonderfully potent! If the great gullible public, 
which keeps the parsons off the Labour Exchanges, was 
steadfastly and continuously assured that Grimm’s 
Fairy Tales was a sacred book direct from God, contain­
ing unique spiritual truth for mankind, we have no 
doubt that people could be “  lured ”  into studying the 
Tales deeply and reverently day by day, and persuaded 
into discovering spiritual inspiration by the bucketful. 
Parson have nothing to learn concerning the psycho­
logical art of suggestion. How cleverly they manipulate 
it to get the godly to accept them at their own valua­
tion !

Speaking about the new areas opened up around Lon. 
don under housing schemes, and the dearth of Sunday 
school accommodation for the children, the Rev. Ensor 
Walters told the following tale—

At Durham a little lad said, “ Father will hide me if
I can’t get admitted to the Sunday School!” In the
interest of his body as well as his soul we got him in.
(Laughter.)

The father’s loving anxietv concerning his son’s spirit­
ual welfare will undoubtedly secure him n certain seat 
in heaven.

Tlie following from the Sydney Bulletin, is worth re­
printing. We doubt if any London paper would print 
it :—

“ Feng-Shui : Missfondom in China is all agog over
the conversion of President Chiang Kabshek to Christ-

11 fori«5
ianity. Chiang gave earnest consideration to a afld 
of religion, including Islam and Christian Scien 
decided that Christianity was the best. Among 
things he found that it did not conflict with natl0leelf of 
the ethics of big business and China’s alleged j,e 
a big army and navy—all objectives of the p - aS 
represents. Consequently he went to Shanghai a 
quietly baptised by a Chinese pastor at the * the
Memorial Church, later leaving for Ningpo, wie  ̂
tombs of his family are located, to acquaint his an ^  
with the step. Three of the Flowery Kingdom 
ing war lords now belong to the Christian com ^  
Missionary bodies are now full of hope that the 
intang will change its policy of blocking the ac ^  
of foreign Christian schools, but up to date there 
the slightest sign of this. The Chinaman has jS
tolerance for the native brand of Christianity .s
the imported variety that makes him see red. L ‘ jaCt 
move is probably a far-sighted realization of t .j, 
that Confucianism, with its doctrine of gentleman  ̂
activity and pacifism, is no good for a nation eaS 
industrialize itself.

Ten members of the Scottish Football Asso_c,a 
travelled by the train that was smashed-up 1,1 ̂ ere 
terrible railway accident of March 22. They .j| 
accompanied by eleven members of the Association- ,j( 
were unhurt, and were brought back to London.  ̂
the party were having tea the President of the Ass‘  ̂
tion expressed his gratitude to God for safeg«a' [)i;t 
the party. Religious egotism is always ridiculous ( 
this time it was disgusting. Mere decency would „  
prevented anyone making such a speech. A 
could spend his time safeguarding the Football A«s0 
tion while permitting so many others to be killed 
jiired is well worthy of the worshippers who could th 
him for his criminal partiality. If that is a sampR 0 tj,e 
mentality developed by religion, then, obviously 
less the world has of it the better.

•
We see that a Free Church Party is to be formed 1,1 

House of Commons, with the object of safeguarding 0\ 
interests of the Free Churches. Some forty menibct ĵ; 
the Labour Party are said to have joined. It 15 ffl. 
kind of thing that helps to bring parliamentary £0' jjj- 
ment into contempt. These men are voted into ParoI1. 
ment by all sections of the community, and it .̂¿1 
strous that having once got there they should USe p 
votes to promote the religious interests of a rneff flf

a c>eligious section. We have already had the spectacj 
a Minister of Education holding secret confabs vVl
number of parsons to see what they wish in the

til » 
ttd
the

of the schools, and at this rate we shall have  ̂
governent in power at the mercy of an avowed con1'’1 ., 
tion of sectarian interests. We shall be seeing an 11 
tration of this, in all probability, when the govern1 f 
proposals with regard to the Sunday question- , ](r 
these seem, if the forecasts are correct, to be laC' 0[ 
in either principle or common sense. If the HoUSe .. 
Commons agrees to them, then it will agree to ® 
thing.

Alt’ .From Halifax comes a lamentation by the Rev.
Hall, that : “ There are thousands of so-called Chri^1 
who have never learnt really to pray, and as i°r e, 
churches [Wesleyan], in many of them collective Pr‘1  ̂
has become very largely a lost art.” If this is the 
we presume that these Christians deficient in the ar ... 
praying are merely getting from God what he 0  
they deserve, and are losing the precious extras ^ f 
right and proper praying wheedles out of God. 
this is realized, there should be a great rush for i11’^  
tion into the art of reverent wheedling. Incident« 
we would point out that in the modern art of 
you avoid asking for what you personally desire’ ^ 
ask that would sound selfish. You request a benefit  ̂
someone else or a favour to be bestowed on some c»1'... 
This shows God that you are oozing good-will and ^ 
and altruism from every pore, and what you 
desire comes along in due course. It is, however. ■  ̂
fashionable to tell God how wonderful he is and . 
humble, etc., you are, in case he should have forgot 
these important facts.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

C' Tomlinson.—Pleased to hear from one ^ “  ''^„^oyment.
Freethinker since 1SS8 with ever increasing we
^ith a view to the production of our J q  reading
s>>ould be glad to hear from those who have 
the paper from a still earlier date. pro-
■ H.—Meredith’s Prophet of Nazareth is - reprinting

■ hand. It is too large .  ^  thorough- 
Jle. We agree that it is one of the mo 

going criticisms ofIStPn/x-

second-hand. ‘ It is too large a booh ior repr̂ ' ”]f. 
38 a whole. We agree that it is one of the most thor°uf£_ 

I criticisms of the life and teaching of Jesus
'stence. . .

mon Stafford writes offering the suggestioinlrl --

cured 
as 
Rc 
isf

^  Ege

Fhrisiian'v 1Ssue Christianity and Slavery, Woman and 
have th ” and Creed and Character in one volume. We 
ful Sltr °l'^nt of doing this as the whole would form a use- 
We *  *-he influence of Christianity on civilization, 

ft«. p g j1*'1 °n the suggestion one day. 
letter 0f Re'Dy sends us an interesting excerp from the 
says_ .,°T a new member of the Liverpool Branch. He 
and it i, 'ave F>een for a long time in the political field, 
Work ' 1S ta'cen me ten years to realize that most of our 
tasks of ‘ l*1 fieW is more or less valueless until the 
agree ,̂ .e N.S.S. are nearer completion.” We quite
attiti\<]an< one desires proof a study of the actions and 

S. MoR(?S t.̂le different political parties should provide it. 
and a i 'N t'llniis " God and the Universe is an eye-opener 
a We take fh's as it is meant, although
closer JS u'ili properly directed should serve as an eye 

ft. ft g
bear —Much obliged for cuttings It is well to

Tlle ■ thingS ifl mind
rehirnrCf t,,lnkcr “  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
,ePort a Hy MfficuUy in securing copies should be at once 

The v U lis  ° f r c e - 
Str ecular

Mali
Street °.nal Secular Society’s Office is at 62 Farringdon

I{/fj • l̂ oyiilnn T? S' .

C \ far Society, Limited office is at 62 Farringdon 
Xt ' L°ndon, E.C.4.

%n\) '-ondon, E.C.4. 
next0n C .s.er*ces of the National Secular Society in con- 
nt"nlCa H ,> Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 
ft. i] ."ns should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.

K°settl, giving as long notice as possible.

Sugar Plums
\Vg ^

ftunce remind London readers of the Social and
^ Urda r'a* take place at the Caxton Hall, on

J7- There will he a good musical pro- 
-!!1 Edition to the dancing. The price of the 

'httifs V.' 2s. 6d. each, which will include refresli-
^ A p p lica tio n  for tickets should be made as early 

ft.S.sj e to either the Freethinker Office, or to the 
j^ke jj.' ecictary> 62 Farringdon Street E.C.4. It will 
auji|j easier for those who have the arrangements in

Mr. c ----
'v'tli f ’° len brought his winter lecturing to a close 

° ’Meetings on Sunday last—the afternoon at 
!vcre ai'd the evening at Accrington. Both meetings 
>  pr°( °nes, and there were many friends present 
1 '’cn , sc°n, Blackburn and other adjacent towns. Mr. 
R^fin ^  l̂ad an unusually busy season, with both 
¡’’at yvjg. and writing, and could do with a rest. But 
^st. o, .'J0*- be possible • until after the Conference at 
% t f y  1 ■ the meetings have been good all over the 

'■ tikjn’ a'ld that bears testimony to the spread of Frec- 
■s ideas. That is the main thing.

Q̂nferei'VeeR We hope to be able to announce where the 
."ub be this year. The date will be Whit-

“'vanwnue ootn uranenes ana- memoers are re- 
* "1 res°bition for the Conference Agenda must
N C V . . Mcanwhile both Branches and-members are re-

Sivfr'hes

wPïil 7lc hands of the General Secretary not later than 
. leh,.r .^dividual members bave the same right as 

!,'vCn ,',s 'n this matter. Fuller information will be 
n̂ t  week.

KOr. ne . ----
i atlonM Secular Society appears to be the only 

¡°n in the country prepared to fight the sah- 
âtion fg°tR- Organizations interested in the ration- 

0 Sundays, and more powerful than tire N.Q.S.

have been invited to co-operate, but have definitely, and, 
emphatically declined. Therefore we fight on alone. 
Every Freethinker should be in possession of Mr. A. D. 
McLaren’s pamphlet, The Christian Sunday, its His­
tory and its Fruits, aj^d., post free, from the Pioneer 
Press, 61 Farringdon Street, or N.S.S. offices, 62 
Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. Those who can 
afford to occasionally leave a copy behind in the train, 
etc., may be sure of helping in a useful manner.

The course of lectures, at Streatliam, arranged through 
a friend of the movement in Streatham, came to a very 
successful close on Sunday last, Mr. C. Ratcliffe being 
the speaker. The meetings have been well attended, 
and there has been a good sale of literature. We hope 
the experiment will be pursued in the autumn.

The Manchester Evening News describes Mr. Cohen’s 
God and the Universe as “  A characteristically provoca­
tive examination of recent orthodox pronouncements on 
religion and science, with a notable exchange of views 
between Professor Eddington and the author.”  The 
New Schoolmaster says, “  Mr. Cohen puts forth in 
trenchent manner views that will undoubtedly arouse 
both sympathy and indignation, and consequently should 
form the nucleus of many a debating milien.”  If the 
book does that the author will be well content.

Meanwhile we are pleased to hear from our shop 
manager that God and the Universe is selling steadily 
and well, although published only about a month ago, 
the first edition looks like being exhausted in a few 
weeks, which means a second edition will have soon to 
be on the market. Bearing in mind the small amount of 
publicity given to the book—outside the Freethinker, 
this sets up a record in Freethought publications. It 
is evident that the book is one that is needed; and it is 
time that the attempts to set up some sort of a recon­
ciliation between religion and science were met with a 
straight and uncompromising criticism. Orders for the 
book are now beginning to come in from a b ro a d , includ­
ing one large order from the United States.

Messrs. Watts & Co., have added four more volumes 
to their Thinker’s Library, which at is. each offers re­
markably good value for money. The four new titles 
are Lectures and Essays, by T. H. Iluxley The 
Churches and Modern Thought, by Vivian Phelps, An 
Agnostic's Apology, by Leslie Stephen, and an abridged 
edition of Grant Allen’s Evolution of the Idea of God. 
These are four useful volumes, and should do much 
good. It would have been well, however, if the dates of 
the original issues of these works had been given for 
the guidance of readers who are not acquainted with the 
works. It inflicts an unintentional injustice on men to 
have their works, written many years ago, put into the 
hands of readers, who may not be able to apply the 
necessary corrections, or additions, that time has 
brought. But the books are among some of the cheapest 
publications to-day, and we commend them to our 
readers.

Mr. E. Royston Pike’s latest volume Slayers of Super­
stition (Watts & Co., 3s. 6d. net) gives a brief but 
quite good account of some of the early Deists who 
risked imprisonment for their uncompromising attacks 
on revealed religion. The first chapter is a short but 
well informed resume of “  The origins of European 
scepticism,”  after which the life and writings of Lord 
Herbert of Cherburg, Hobbes, Blount, Toland, Collins, 
Wollaston, Tindal, Woolston, Chubb, Hume, Gibbon, 
Voltaire, Rousseau and other "  infidels ” are dealt with 
in a readable manner.

If one may venture a criticism it is that Mr. Pike could 
have extended liis accounts a little further, and at .least 
dealt with some of the Christian replies more fully. 
Bishop Butler’s Analogy of Religion is not mentioned 
and T.eland’s View of the Deistical Writers ought to 
have been dealt with. Moreover some bibliographical 
notes would have made the book of real use in one’s 
library instead of being just a short introduction to the 
brave old fighters of the eighteenth century.
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A Famous French Philosopher.

T he celebrated Gallic seer, René Descartes, shines 
as a star in the annals of modern thought. A  con­
temporary of Harvey’s, Descartes first saw the light 
at La Haye, in Touraine, in 1596. A  cadet of an 
opulent family related to the nobility, he was des­
tined by his father for a military career. Trained 
in a Jesuit academy he there studied the classic 
tongues and displayed a keen interest in such science 
as the curriculum provided. The inexact sciences 
he early discarded as furnishing slender support for 
the certitudes he was determined to establish. In 
mathematics, on the other hand, he recognized the 
pathway to reality.

Frail in constitution, he passed seven years in 
Paris pursuing congenial studies, while striving to 
strengthen his health. Subsequently, while serving 
under various sovereigns as a military engineer, he 
gained considerable knowledge of the countries he 
visited. He was present at the opening campaigns 
of the remorseless Thirty Years’ War, and later wit­
nessed the siege of La Rochelle in France. He then 
retired to Paris, but the distractions of the gay 
capital grated on the nerves of the serious Descartes. 
Moreover, his questioning spirit proved repugnant to 
his more orthodox acquaintances, and he was made 
uneasy by the too curious inquiries of ecclesiastical 
agents. His naturally nervous temperament urged 
him to seek a safer asylum. This he found in the 
freer atmosphere of Protestant Holland, but even 
there his daring speculations infuriated the Dutch 
divines.

After residing in Amsterdam and other cities in the 
Netherlands for twenty years, he was invited in 1649 
to the court of Queen Christina at Stockholm in 
Sweden. Christina was anxious to acquire the rudi­
ments of science, and Descartes accepted the proffered 
post as instructor. His royal mistress encouraged 
the philosopher to compose his treatise on the emo­
tions— Les Passions de l’ aine. But to a man of Des­
cartes’ delicate constitution the inclemencies of the 
northern winter, combined with the imperious 
methods of his pupil— for Christina appointed her 
daily lessons at five in the morning— soon proved 
fatal. In 1650, at the early age of fifty-four, Des­
cartes succumbed to an attack of inflammation of the 
lungs.

Descartes’ writings include mathematical, optical, 
and philosophical studies. His analysis of the emo­
tions, and his speculations concerning the relations 
of mind and body are famous. His supremely critical 
intellect rebelled against the barren subtleties of 
scholasticism. Unproved assumptions seemed to him 
a flimsy foundation for any system deserving the 
name of philosophy. On the other hand, it appeared 
to Descartes a necessary postulate that the truth of a 
proposition is demonstrated by its consistency and 
clearness. By this mode of reasoning he convinces 
himself of divine existence. His personal existence 
lie establishes by the consideration that he thinks, 
and to think, is to be. His phrase, Je pense, donc je 
suis, lie made the basis of his philosophy. In its 
Latin form, Cogito ergo sum, I think, therefore I am 
this aphorism has attained immortality. And even 
if the truth of this proposition be doubted, the very 
fact of doubting proves the existence of the doubter. 
Dubito ergo sum.

Descartes was a born mathematician endowed with 
great aptitude for abstract reasoning. He was in­
tensely ambitious to base knowledge on solid founda­
tions, impregnable to all assault. The evidence of 
our senses, beyond which there is no appeal, pro­
claims the existence of an external world built up 
of material entities.

The simplest, and therefore the most essesjoJ1| 
attributes of matter are represented by eXt£ . rjS. 
mobility, and divisibility. The form theory 0 ^  
totle he dismisses, and he also rejects the atorn!CteJlCe 
trines of the ancients. He also denies the eX!s ,ce 
of space for, he contends, all modes of eXl

Teleology. °r ■possess the property of extension, 
theory of final causes he repudiates, for obvio«sly1 

to ais arrogance in man to ascribe limited powers ^  
infinite and omnipotent divinity. The materia 
verse is a mechanism. Through vortical or 
activity within material bodies themselves, the ^  
transformations we see in Nature are accomP 
Matter and the motions of matter are solely re 
sible for all natural phenomena. .¡^

With fearless consistency, Descartes extends  ̂
purely mechanical principles from the inorga11 j 
lifeless realm to the kingdom of life itself. -̂ 5 
organisms he regards as living machines. 0[
Harvey’s demonstration of the mechanical . 1 e of 
the circulation of the blood as conclusive evid® ^  
this. Descartes earnestly espouses Harvey

triae;covery, and was largely instrumental in seĈ
scientific acceptance for the then novel ^°cLllCti 
And Descartes ran in advance of Harvey, ,¡$1 
as he completely abandoned the remnants of c ^js-
misconception to which the Englishman so ■0«
tently clung. Again, in the opinion of 
judges, Descartes’ theory of the human organis^ 0[

tef.mechanical structure forms the real foundatD"
modern physiology. Moreover, he strove to 111 0| 
pret the functions of the nervous system in terI1'c0n- 
mechanics. He contended that impulses are ^  
ducted from the brain by means of the nerves 
muscles which are thus stimulated into action- \ 

Automatic or reflex action he clearly under»  ̂
and in some measure explained. These *£ ^  
motions may not awaken consciousness, aD ye 
mainly mechanical. So far as the lower anima j, 
concerned, all their activities are completely mcc 
cal. They are not conscious, he declares, as . $ 
possess no soul. Man, however, is a con»  ̂y 
creature divinely endowed with an immortal s°l 
spirit. Descartes pictures this supposed 0{ 
as an entity that leads a life independents,^, 
that of the body. But, as soul and body unque* t|,e 
ably co-operate, he surmised that the seat yi 
soul’s activities lies in the pineal gland of the h . y 
brain. In the glandula pinealis, he assumed ^̂.¡t

0P5’
3keS

there, on the other hand, the soul substance 111 fj5e 
impressions on the nervous system, which give 
to conscious actions.”  jy

In the psychological scheme of Descartes six  ̂jfj- 
ary emotions are recognized. These a re : A1 -0f  
tion or wonder, sadness, desire, love, hate and * p 
Wonder, he considers as most intellectual, and J

nervous impulses react upon the immortal
and impart to it a share in mental impreSS' •

n>3. ,

sequently is more closely associated with the 1̂ 
than the body. “  It is a sudden surprise of o t jr jet* 
which causes it to consider with attention that
to it appears infrequent and extraordinary- Ilf
remaining emotions are explained more mechanlC. 
Each of these may arise through the influences 0 fy 
ternal Nature on the bodily framework. yt
may also play its part, for man’s recollections

eSt0pleasurable or painful emotional states may r£. y  
these feelings. And even when one sees a®* y) 
members some object previously associated 'vlt tpe 
emotional experience this may suffice to indue® j 
emotion. This appears to have been the ea 
recognition of a conditioned reaction.

Descartes theory of animal automatism in '
anin13the lower creatures were regarded as ajI‘" e,jr 

machines, destitute of sensation and soul alikc>
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-1 i-i-iic, rnechm^^ dened later philosophers to extern nrinciples
doctrine to man himself. If mechanisticP aniinals 
sufficed to explain the phenomena . . faiis to
%  assume the existence of a sou 
elucidate anything whatever? • a potent
. llle Cartesian philosophy thus ex^,p . ^sm. To 
influence on the development of in‘ , -p an im- 
wflat extent Descartes sincerely believ nt and
mortal human soul is problematic^ ■ ¿uplayed no 
courageous thinker, he neverthe ess> -judiciously 
undue desire to merit a martyr’s crow - aQd devout 
enough, he constantly professes a reiterates his 
veneration for the Roman Church, a  ̂ ^  a further 
unwavering faith in man’s immorta 1 . ' ¿ 011 that
Precaution, he disarms danger by 1 , d as a xnere 
hls theory of the cosmos may be reg.
exercise r ' t  1 '

fluite of the imaginative faculty. Verily, it is
----. v  have arisenconceivable that the universe . every .

1,1the manner his speculation assumes, appointed 
V lere acknowledged that the Cluurc 1 1. d tory 
ĉ todian and teacher of the divinely revealea
0 the creation. Harvey, but

Descartes admits his indebtedness 
0 no other

honourable his
y  and varied discoveries of his Des-

n achievements would have been philo-
tanus’ suggestion that what may appe . was
■ Plucally, still remains false e double-truth 
aKurly embraced. The theory of th e d  “ were
ĉame fashionable, and en lighten er ec •. g w;th-
l’s enabled to espouse niatenalis ic the

f  Asking the dungeon, the torture-cham ber,

interpreter of 
mention. Yet

Nature 
in the

does he make 
absence of the

T. F. Paemer.

* h .e Story of an Ex-Jesuit.

clllri 
riotl

(Concluded from page 171.)

n£ his two years novitiate as a Jesuit, 
" as Permitted to receive visits from hisler. yt ~....... vw~ '*“*-*'

I jej. Pon the first occasion, he says : —  
her jn t“e impulse to rush madly to her and take 
await ,,nP arms. It was no doubt what she eagerly 
at,(1 ' hut the cold hand of religious modesty
doWll ecorum checked me and I approached her with 
her paS*' epes and pretended calm. The kiss I gave 
strail ln accord with religious prescription, re-
hott» m u kind pax Christi . . . Poor mother!! 

w those ‘„  . interviews must have wounded her gentle
have cctionate heart, yet not for worlds would she 
as be'! °'veil  me to see her pain. She was trying 
Catholi„S"e C0"Pi to play the game—the game that
forcjn flc mothers are asked to play—that of rein- 
k’rtiiat’' work of the Church in the ecclesiastical 
Sons 1011 of priestly sons. Eater on, should the 
Vari;i|Hro'v weary of their servitude the Church in- 
any ...P bids them think of their mothers, and how 
ttion, "Considered action would break their “  poor

H o i, heart-” *
5t'(i joy j-ri'e “  Beauty of Holiness.”  The happiness 
y  gj0 . lat °nly religion can give ! See what great 
p'f of IOA"s benefits the unbeliever is depriving him- 
, H tj, . nck above all, see the beneficent effect of 
’’'fani.'i H  upon woman, and its ennobling influence
, , C . lly life!S,

sei( Klo­
of.

Oty
es v,a rimugh young Barrett carried out all his 
t o *  enthusiasm, and thought nothing too hard 

ls Mill /r^s?me, yet he never entirely surrendered 
h.is superiors, and he soon found himself

°b̂ iL he admits
Cr y  fheir “  snspicion and hostility.”  In one 

6 admits that he was obstinate and dis­
He tells us that he was never able to

ho-'yd barrett : Ex-Jesuit, pp. 73-74.

overcome his inborn prejudice against spying and re­
porting any fault, or infraction of the strict rules by 
his companions. Such sneaking and tale-bearing was 
revolting to him, as it is to any decent youth. Time 
after time he got into trouble for this, and was 
accused of lacking in loyalty to the Society.

On the last day of his two years novitiate he went 
to ask the novice master, Father Janies Murphy, for 
his blessing. This priest had once said of Barrett 
that he was “  One of my best, if not my very best.”  
Yet he had come to ‘ ‘fear or to hate some instinct that 
was in me and not in himself.”  Kneeling in his 
presence Barrett said : —

“ Father! I have come to ask your blessing, as 1 
am to leave for Louvain in the morning.” There 
followed a long pause. Then something that seemed 
half a sneer and half an expression of hate oozed up 
in his full fleshy face and liis lower lip fell a little. 
‘ ‘ Give you my blessing?” he said. “ No! Begone 
without my blessing. I would never give my bless­
ing to one like yo u !”

He staggered to his feet, reached blindly for the 
door, and fled horror stricken.

The next step to his admission to the “  Society of 
Jesus,”  was a four years course of training in philo­
sophy, at the Jesuit College at Louvain, in Belgium, 
where he won fame among the students for hard work 
and strict observance. He rose every morning at 
four, and even in the depth of winter declined to 
have a fire lit in his room, merely using a blanket 
round his feet. He says : “  The Belgian brethren 
never understood how I endured the cold. Often in 
the morning I found that the holy water in the font 
above my head and the ink in my inkwell were 
frozen.”

After finishing this course he returned to Clon- 
gowes College, as a teacher, for three years, and then 
entered upon a three years’ course of Theological 
study, at the Jesuit Theological College at Milltown 
Park near Dublin; to qualify for the priesthood. The 
superior, Father Albert Power, took a profound dis­
like to him. Not for any lack of piety, or neglect 
of duty, but for his independence of judgment. As 
the day of ordination to the priesthood approached 
he became excited, and liis one anxiety was lest he 
should die before he had officiated at his first Mass.

On the great day he stood at the altar, before him 
knelt his mother and brothers, and behind them knelt 
nephews, cousins, and friends. On the altar be­
fore him lay the chalice of wine and the bread, and he 
recalls his emotions : —

Presently, at my words, at -my repetition of the 
eternal formula of consecration, the wine would be­
come the blood of Christ, and the bread the body of 
Christ. My hands, soiled and sinful though they 
were, would be privileged to raise aloft in adoration 
the Son of God, the Saviour of the world. My 
hands would carry to the altar rails, and place upon 
my mother’s lips the sacred host, giving to her, who 
gave me life, her eternal God. The blood of Christ 
I myself should consume together with the large 
wafer now changed into His Body. (p. 124).

It seems incredible that any sane, thinking per­
son, in this twentieth century, could believe such a 
monstrous fiction. It shows what men are capable of 
believing if only they are trained early enough, and 
shielded from doubt.

Of his experiences in the Confessional, he says, 
that although many made really edifying confessions, 
there was also much ignorant superstition in the way 
sins were confessed. For instance, he observes :
“  Nervous men, obviously driven by sheer fear of 
hell, would ‘ to make sure,’ go to ridiculous ex­
tremes in recounting their sins. Incapable of judg­
ing or reasoning, in the presence of fear, they would 
pour forth a torrential stream of self-accusations. On 
the other hand, many women would draw out their
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empty confessions obviously for the sole purpose of 
having a quiet tete-a-tete with a man. Some super­
stitious souls would relate incredible experiences.” 
(p. 129.) He heard “  confessions of rich and poor; 
young and old, soldiers, sailors, priests, and prosti­
tutes.”  (p. 127.) The practice of the last-named 
profession does not appear to have been found incom­
patible with a sound faith in Catholic rites and doc­
trines. We know that in past times, everyone, how­
ever vicious and immoral they might be, sported 
a religion. Does not history record of Nell Gwyn : —  

how on one occasion her coach was stopped by a 
mob under the impression that it contained her rival, 
the Duchess of Portsmouth [Louise de Keroualle] 
unpopular both as a foreigner and a Roman Catlio- 
lie, when Nell putting her head out of the window 
exclaimed : “ Good people, be civil; I am the Protes­
tant whore.” 15

But we did not think that the old alliance was still 
in force, or at least was openly admitted. Mr.
Barrett, of course, does not reveal any of the secrets 
confided to him, under the seal of the confessional, 
from these ladies, and probably they would be found 
to be unprintable. They must have been somewhat 
embarrassing to a healthy young celibate priest; 
especially in the light of the story he tells— the only 
piece of humour in the book— of how, when he was 
serving his novitiate at Tullabeg, three American 
young ladies entered the building, during an un­
guarded moment, and surprised the novices at their 
work, causing them to stampede leaving their brushes 
and pans behind, and it was not, he says, until the 
girls had been shoo’d off by an elderly brother th a t: 
“  We felt that we were delivered from the stark and 
dreadful vision of sin that had stalked among us.” 
(P. 75-)
Barrett had completed fifteen years in the Jesuit 
Order, and two years in the priesthood, he was de­
tailed for a two years’ special course of study and 
sent to the London University. One afternoon when 
passing through the main hall, he saw a notice that 
a series of lectures would be given by Dr. H. Crich­
ton Miller, on psycho-analysis. He attended the 
lectures and tells us that : —

After a few hours spent in hearing Dr. Crichton 
Miller discuss his cases and their appropriate treat­
ments, I realized that in Catholic convents and 
monasteries, among ni}r own brother priests, there 
were duplicated all the symptoms he des­
cribed and there was need of precisely the kind of 
of treatment, namely of analysis, that he prescribed 
. . . there passed before my mind in vision a long 
line of neurotic religious whom I had known, priests 
and nuns, novices and brothers, and T hoped it would 
be my destiny to bring relief to them, and lessen 
their sufferings by means of psycho-analysis. The 
distinguished lecturer more than once referred to the 
neuroses that sprang from religious enthusiasms, 
and he gave solid reasons for his personal opinion 
that religion was a fertile source of nervous 
trouble, (p. 158.)

A plan developed in his mind. If his superiors ap­
proved, as he fondly promised himself they would, he 
would select a group of intelligent, and suitable 
young priests and train them in psycho-theraphy, 
and with these, open clinics, in connexion with Catho­
lic churches and colleges, where advice and treat­
ment could be given for all kinds of religious mor­
bidness. “  I might have known,”  he says, “  that I 
was doomed to encounter terrible opposition to the 
plan I had formed. But . . .  I was still under the 
impression that I could count on the co-operation of 
my Jesuit superiors, as soon as they understood my 
plan. That I should be looked upon with suspicion

5.B Beresford Chancellor : Old Rowley [Charles II.] 
PP- 155-156.

as an innovator, and even as a potential here 1 > ^  
dabbling in a dangerous science, never cross ^  
mind.”  And it was a long time before he " aS  ̂ |,e 
pletely disillusioned. His superiors could see' .0 
could not, that this would amount to handing 0 ^  
science a whole department over which rehgt° 
hitherto ruled supreme. , jjorts

The rest of the book is concerned with h,s . vj„. 
to establish his views, and the unscrupulous ^  
dictive methods by which his efforts were frits  ̂
The fact is Mr. Barrett was too independent'111’ ^

’"6 da-

mental law of the Society of Jesus, absolute all<̂

for a Jesuit, he ought never to have J0111
Society. He promised to obey, the first and i f

conditional obedience, and he never gave it- aDd 
condition should never be demanded of any 1TiaI1’ giif 
no man ought to sign away his freedom by a , ,eot 
such a condition by which he becomes a mere s 
automaton in the hands of others. , w

w .

R itu a lism .

an odd /
in c*.R itualism and Secularism may seem to be 

to classify together. There seems to be nothing 
moil between them, Yet it might prove an nlte.rt’. to- 
speculation whether it might be possible to hr10* 
getlier two such extremes. :tH'

We, as Freethinkers smile at the absurdities  ̂P ^ ep 
ated bv our Christian friends. Deans with their g‘ m

e«sC’and “ Bishopsin their hats” ; the candles, the ince11“ ’ejiSil i  a 1 tr rrro rt d  4-1« a  . .  £1 .. — 1 ------- 1. I*   r»lr
I

- - ---- — --------
Why must the clergy wear their collars back to 1 ^
TT7l._ . 11 * 1.. .. H • P ‘

holy water, and the genuflexions before smoke-sc 
keep us in a state of perpetual amusement. 
an Archdeacon dress himself like a reasonable crca 0l)t’

Why the intoning, the swinging censers, the 
millinery, of so many poor, self-deluded mortals 

The answer is, of course, the people like it. 11 .ifld 
Mr. C. S. Fraser suggested to 11s a few weeks a„ G to 
prayer would become of no effect. What is W»11 ^
jog the arm of omnipotence is a kind of snuffle, 11 
song and the language must be archaic.

Yet many of our fellow-countrymen, and more  ̂
ally countrywomen, appear to find in these fripPei‘ ri

e?F,
ieri*!

good deal of consolation and comfort. Recently I r*
ol

ijt

book by Sheila Kaye Smith, called The Last 
House of Alard, where the whole business tui'JlSlC1tio1’ 
the value of these religious rites for the consul111’^ !' 
of the story. She writes with great force a«1’ 
ity. In places she reminds one of Galsworthy 0 ve * 
Thos. Hardy, but alas, and alack, she seems to ^  
preposterous affection for either Catholicism °r1( 
Churchism. Fvangelical Anglicanism she call® ^  
and blankets” ; true religion is found in the A-t 
Adoration of the Virgin, or similar dope. I un^ ^N  
both she and her husband have joined the Roman ^ 
lie Church. They seem to have all the devotio11 
may be expected from recent converts. î̂ '"

Many of her characters in this book are indiff0̂ ,  >■ 
—one might almost say Agnostic. .Such a to v£f) 
Atheist, of course, would be taboo. Religion S” S\\ŝ \ 
lightly on the most of them. Indeed Old Sir Joh n , ,iti' 
a typical old squire, was once beard to say “  -s joj 
while he was reading the lessons in church. As ¡iti1 
was the clergyman, and belonged to the so"P 
blanket variety, it was passed over lightly. ¿¡¡¿tr

A
Sir John’s son, Peter, is madly in love with a 
Tighter, Stella Mount. Stella is a particulars^ 

girl, but she is poor as well as religious. Conseflj^jf'’
Peter has to throw her over in preference to a 
lady who brings grist to the mill. it

Gervase, a younger brother of Peter’s, also & 
love with Stella. Tn doing so, he too gets rC . tl1'nrvL. vviui vJtcua. 1 11 nu, lie cue» -
Stella is still in love with Peter, and Peter re '̂ir'reji 
compliment. Stella, sustained by her ritualism' tothe pagan offers of Peter, and is only willing V

se<Il; df
oldcome, as it were, sister to Gervase. The cons' 

is Peter kills himself, just at the moment of 
John’s death ; and Gervase joins some Catholic ^  a 
thus bringing about Thu End of the House of A

V'



is Miss KayeReading the book, one w o n d e r s
to behave in tlieSmith is driving at. Peter was a caci r tQ imlnure

way he did. Gervase seemed to ae destroy anY
himself in that monastic order, anL. ' was silty {or
n̂ance oi redeeming tlie family* * attentions of a 

hunkering after a cad, refusing 1 « over beads,
decent young man, and worrying 1
and candles and “ Tenebraes.”  conflicting in*

^ne is always trying to harnron to >« split
Crests. Some oi us spend our tune: rather

difference” between opposing .^e hounds, A’et 
''he to run with the hare and hunt wr , e(| up with 
compromise appears to be indisso u y 

Progress. Is notProof our British Constitution a standing

bn graft
s'ble tn S.U.i?.0r*:  ̂ 'Plie question then arises. Is it pos­

ta

So®ethinUa]'0rity are *n *ts siie'ter'>

uranch upon Hie Secularist tree, a Ritualistic
‘he JLrlch will enable it to grow and develop, until

about'p!!'ag.^as flcen said recently in the Freethinker
u,ristian Burial. We all know that a good deal lsll •Of

nibbish is m evidence at this ceremony. The 
Pr'est is not above using a solemn occasion, 

the 'earts bereaved are too susceptible, to mipror 
occasion ” for superstition’s advancement. At the 

the I tl,ne Hie Freethinker is somewhat hampered by 
lack , ledSe Hi"! his attitude may be construed into a 
a‘'Acted Sympatby- or a lack of consideration for the 

My
Parson

Pies

Point is, that in circumstances like these, the 
ln outlandish attire, mumbling well-known for-Promis’Hig with the recklessness of his cult, occu-¿1 lytr» • 3 ’ * *■“ nil. a ui liio u n i, uv.c u

"'an, r<” uifluential position than the ordinary lay-
[Mrain̂ f ’ bovvever sincere and sympathetic, lie may be, 
"'ds Practising illusion, and, rather hopelessly

\V?„ . ased a " *long farewell
never

"as jf -““ 6 witwtu.
lePrive ll0‘ Ingersoll who declared, he would ------
‘° nie ?.nyone °f the hope of immortality? It seems 
C°n‘rary *a* bowev<T unscientific it may be, however 
much it what we observe from experience, however 
let, a r !nay_be to the good to encourage stoic fortitude, 
iope js c IL'f is furnished to the riven affection, if a tiny 

"’ill me S.uR&ested, that somehow, somewhere, old friends 
af?ain ,, some Elysian fields, where they will pledge 
again, leir friendship, and fight their battles over

Alan Tynbat,.

b,

In Snowdrop Time.

in WistfllHy anticipating Spring, and eager to re­
ntals r,fl ,̂ er‘ ain native bower those first and fairestq £ '  ■v * J i d U V C  IJ U V V C I 1 1 IU B C  m o t  £i 11 V-i ACAAA U ) L

,l' 'hey j le' floral race—before they quietly departed 
>  fac‘ ,-quietly  come—as snow upon the deserts,
ared lighting a little hour or two, and gone!— If U <t fl * V c l  AiLLiC JJUU 1 t w u ,  a n u  • A

s Iciest *n Febmary °f surly promise and sulkier
‘ . H’e way brightened now and then by

.... S'c..»•v cj atld Hie gleam of snowdrops here and there in 
!,• *Pses lIiBps or myriad spread by cot and farm- 
]|,l‘b otl,ei.leSe ’n‘ ° Hie deepest deep of beauty! These,

j l "nitidane magic of the wayside ; the steep
f ' «tin ~Pe with crest of solemn leafless trees, austere 
sH n s 0’v°r shaken by the sudden blast, while the sky 
i > y a"> and clouds go scudding by; or tlie pale 
, s green". s llPon a mossy bank in a woodland turning 
v|nv the cESs Where it tarries to fulvous, fairy gold. But 
o th its syc. sb was nearing the Tarbolton of poet Burns 
,,eePer v.'.̂ ’I^i'hack hills and hollows and, beyond, that

‘h 
0{

. rep tlllLl nuiiuvva emu, uuu, mat
tI‘aiestic ,0t'ed hollow of Stair where flows the river Ayr, 
’? cre! Oh, could I flow like thee, or float uponri her' 

¿sirPl?d «de4t T e!
Park her

at rest and peace to those destinations

, 'eyin„ d°°rway a sweet-voiced Mary Morrison is 
folly t. VV'H' a beggar pair; one feared they were not 

h, R̂ e&gars.”
, % t (,( re'ief and heaven will bless your store!
Ilf5 h«rSe?-lri‘ ry flower can compare with the country 
,jre Way ’ or that sweet matron of whom I “  speir ” 

°therV . seemed to understand, who, with a lmn- 
h s ln similar cot and hamlet, had they known, 

? 2>»> me for tea on the fainting home- 
'Afl te. ' And, yet, what sighing exile of the city 

nrn for long to these all too placid beauties

and beautitudes ? Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder; these solitudes, like many another idle boast, 
are but a parson’s and a poet’s theme; yet ask where is 
the land of the heart’s desire? It is there, it is there my 
child, it is here and now and not hereafter; there are 
love and life and hope and laughter even here; how 
fresh and wholesome those bairns and youth, till age 
steals upon the husbandman and wife and lichens grey 
encrust tlie soul; or yet survive “ John Anderson My 
Joe,”  happy’ couple, how much more blest than he, the 
loveless “  man was made to mourn!” A few more steep 
miles and I am arrived by yon mountain stream where 
it murmurs in the valley; where in the crook of a fallen 
limb of willow (saugh in Scotland) peeping amid some 
tangled grasses I find an added treasure, a bran new 
cluster of the snowy cups. As for those others secured 
in the plane trees limb, their “  roots have memories ”  
of half a century, recalling dear and distant days and 
sacred dust of one we loved, the loveliest and the best : — 

Who loved so well those waters, woods and wilds 
With great brave heart, yet simple as a child’s.

There also is the huge square block of granite, bear­
ing, roughly chiselled, the pilgrim’s name— to-day this 
margin block is isolated in flood waters. There are 
patches of blue-grey pebble, a torn island in midstream; 
below that tlie two great boulders round which the 
flood waters have roared and rushed from immemorial 
time, where little twigs toss and tumble on the brown 
and swirling waters. Memorable spectacle of those 
quiet .Sundays of long ago when after rain and storm 
we stole through that sweeping theatre of hanging woods 
to see and hear by th at:—

Incessant roar of headlong tumbling floods.
Time, with the waters that have passed, has taken 

away most of that first fine careless rapture, but in 
happier moments I can feel that thrill again!

The way was long, tlie wind was cold, and it began to 
rain, the pilgrim was not yet quite “  infernal ” old, but 
conditions made fire and tea impossible, which was cold 
comfort enough! There was nothing for it but the dry 
bite and the long return journey— not all down h ill! 
Midway darkness fell on the woods, obliterating 
road and landscape, with but lonely lights distantly 
gleaming in the formless waste. Drearily one drove 
along, dizzy in the tiny glimmer of an oil lantern that 
yet withstood the howling blast. The road seemed in­
terminable, yet I knew not eternal, unless I perished 
there! would the old bike stand it ? would the old 
man ? . . .

And then I spoke—to myself— and swore :—
This is a kind of madness : It has its great rewards, 

but hardly worth those pains and penalties of danger, 
endurance, utter weariness. Undoubtedly it is madness! 
It conduceth not to longer life, but abridges it. You
---- ------  old fool I What brings you here on such a
night? Anyway you are certainly to-night the prize 
fool in Britain. All the rest in. smiles and ease, thou 
only art grim and stem. Thou wouldst be a hero at 
sixty; but do your excursions keep you younger ? that 
is the d—d thing : no! Be moderate in future with 
your wheel—and, really, this time I believe I will keep 
my resolution!”

But the Lord was not yet done with me : four miles 
from home I was “  all out,”  when my chain quietly 
snapped and I had to walk the rest: what might 
follow would be unprintable; but I am happy to assure 
you all, Richard’s himself again! And, indeed may go 
again —  to Coila.

* * #
Yes—it was snowdrop time, but now it is the daffodil 

and primrose, the moss voilet will be here, all the long 
procession, the march of Spring, of all conquering 
nature, compared with which the march of armies is 
vulgar and obscene. Freethinkers and the flowers of 
Freethought are also doomed to extinction, but are not 
hurried to the grave as in holy wars, but have exalta­
tions and delights beyond a Christian’s narrow dreams, 
and above all— a very great comfort—we have no bell to 
fear, and no heaven to desire, save the one we can make 
on earth and leave behind!

| It is not he who forms idols in gold or marble that 
makes them gods, but lie who kneels before them.

Martial.
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u orrespondence.

To the E ditor of the “  F reethinker.” 

FRANCIS BACON.
Sir,— A letter from abroad is always belated in deal­

ing with any subject from the Freethinker, but may be 
accorded a cursory perusal.

Francis Bacon in an article (February 28) is given 
more credit than he is entitled to be awarded.

The only “  majesty ” of Bacon consists in his ability 
to write sonorous and epigrammatic Latin. Meanness 
was his main characteristic. He could be even abject on 
occasion, witness his crawling for favour up to Buck­
ingham, who spurned him. A grafter, accepting bribes, 
he tried to crawl behind James I. for protection, when 
his “  enemies ” (?) fined him £40,000 for bribery and 
corruption. He connived at torture. (Peaeliam.)

“ Enemies,”  again! Did he deserve friendship? re­
gard his prosecuting advocacy against his former bene­
factor, the Earl of Essex. That was venomous.

As Ingersoll observed, Bacon could offer base advice, 
as seen in his counsel to pass blame and punishment 
to someone else, if possible.

A contemporary, Herbert, stated that Bacon “ had an 
eye like a viper,”  and Bacon described himself, unwitt­
ingly, in Latin when he wrote, “  Some are scientific 
like winged angels, but in desires they resemble snakes 
crawling on the ground.” Money was Bacon’s, and he 
acted like a reptile in seeking it.

S. F. Laws.
Canada.

National Secular Society.

1 01SI
P erth  Branch held a very enjoyable Social an ^  
Drive, the first attempt locally, to try and 'JieaejjcCtive 
the present dismal Scottish Sunday. A very c jje 
speech was given by Mr. Jas. Wingate, pointing ^ 
absurdities of the Sunday Observance Acts as at P 
and it was well received by all present. We h°P 01l( 
ever to receive hostile criticism during the week, 
action, as we have had a good press locally and ^  
ber of letters have been published during the las 
or two. I will be submitting some correspon ellt 
you later in the week, which may be worthy of c0 j.

Obituary.

A lbert Jo h n  L eak er .

On Monday, March 23, the remains of A lb^ ' is
Leaker were cremated at Bristol. For some 
failing health, death resulted through heart trout e

tii»e
at

age of seventy-two years. In his younger years ^  
very active in the cause of Freethought, and w®» ¡¡¡ef.

tl>£

sible for most of the arrangements when our late
G. W. Foote lectured in Bristol. His Freethought 0P1̂  
were well known to all who knew him, and were

ink11’
ait'

tained right to the end. His wishes for cremati® 
a Secular .Service were duly honoured by his f*111” •1 
service being read by Mr. R. H. Rosetti.

tl>{

SUNDAY L E C T U E E  NOTICES

¡.a ture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street,
to"*

..... ' - - ......6WU|. N".- fjfft
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they 
inserted.

R eport of E xecu tive  M eeting h eld  M arch  27, 1931. 

T he President, Mr. Chapman Cohen in the chair.
Also present, Messrs. Moss, Silvester, Corrigan, 

Easterbrook, Le Maine, Rosetti, A. C., Mrs. Quinton, 
Junr., Mrs. E. Venton, Miss Rough, and the Secretary.

Minutes of Previous meeting read and accepted, and 
the Monthly Financial Statement presented.

New members were accepted as follows : Liver­
pool, Bradford, Newcastle, Manchester, Glasgow, 
Bethnal Green Branches, and the Parent Society.

Reports of meetings held at Birmingham, Liverpool, 
and Eastbourne were submitted. Under correspond­
ence, matters were dealt with from Birmingham, Brad­
ford, Liverpool, Plymouth, and Manchester. A reprint 
of the President’s artice on Simple Bible Teaching in 
leaflet form was authorized. Progress was reported in 
connection with the Annual Conference, the Execu: 
tive’s Social at Caxton Hall, and open air work in Lon­
don and the Provinces for the coming season.

The next meeting of the Executive was fixed for 
April 17, and the meeting closed.

R. H. R osetti,
General Secretary.

Society News.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

W est L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : Good **(»■  
at 3.30, Messrs. C. Tuson, A. D. McLaren; 6.3°> f S“1! 
E. C. Saphin, A. H. Hyatt, B. A. Le Maine. 
day, at noon, B. A. Le Maine; 3.30, Messrs. C. E'

0
Charles Tuson; 6.30, Messrs. A. H. Hyatt, B. A- E?
Bank Holiday, at 3.30, Messrs. A. D. McLaren, C. E - ,
C. Tuson. Wednesday, at 7.30, Messrs. C. E. ”  1 V  
Tuson. Friday, at 7.30, Messrs. A. D. McLaren, F  tbe 
Maine. Current Freethinkers can be obtained opPoS j 5ftif 
Park Gates, on the corner of Edgware Road during 3,1 
the meetings. ujl

F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of j.f
Road, North End Road, Walham Green) : SaturdA”
Messrs. A. Frank, F. Day and E- Bryant.

INDOOR. yftl

H ighgate Debating Society (Winchester Hotel, f̂C >1( 
Road, Highgate, N.) : Wednesday, April 8, at T' 
Lombardi—“ Women in Industry.” ^ 1,

South London E thical Society (Oliver Goldsmith ® ^
Peckham Road) : 7.0, Howell Smith—“ The R£ l̂  
Julian Huxley.”

T he N on-Political Metropolitan Secular SociG ^yU  
of London Hotel, 107 York Road, Camden Town,
facing The Brecknock) 
of Marriage.'

7.3°, Miss Wood—" Some

T h ere  was a good attendance at Conway Hall last Sun­
day evening, when Mr. B. A. Le Maine delivered the 
last lecture for the present session. The subject, “  Free- 
thought in the Churches,” afforded wide scope for deal­
ing with points of considerable interest to Freethinkers. 
Mr. Le Maine himself visits the churches occasionally, 
and he gave a very humorous account of a recent confir­
mation service in St. Paul’s Cathedral. Having quoted 
a number of passages from the writing of Bishop Barnes, 
Dean Inge and other high dignitaries of the Anglican 
Church, to show how completely modernism has per­
meated Christianity in England, the speaker gave some 
details of the huge cost of organized religion to the 
nation. He strongly urged Secularists to work for the 
disestablishment and disendowment of the .State Church. 
A large number of those present took part in the dis­
cussion which followed the lecture.— A.D.M.

COUNTRY.
indoor.

P erth BRANCn N.S.S. (Secular Room, 
2.0, Mr. J. Wingate—“ Psycho-Analysis 
ined.”

-.fed'
122 Canal a  

Critically

CONWAY MEMORIAL LECTURE.

. J

PRO FESSO R J. W . G R EG O R Y will <fellV As ! 
Twenty-second Lecture, entitled “ R aC  ̂ jX  
P o l it ic a l  F a c t o r ,”  at Conway Hall, ^e<i 

Square, W .C .i, on W e d n e s d a y , A p r il  i 5th* 
taken at 7 p.m. by Sir Arthur Keith. Admissi01̂ !̂. 
Reserved seats is., to be obtained from Conway



5 < Ï93I THE FREETHINKERl is t  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s
Issued and Sold by

THE PIONEER PRESS (G. W. Foote &  Co., Ltd.)
61 Farringdon S t r e e t  L o n d o n , E.C.4.

223

. . T H E  . .

N ational S ecular S ociety
President :

CHAPMAN COHEN.

C H A P M A N  C O H ^ f „  . ND WAV-OPINIONS : RANDOM REFLECTION ^  CaH 
SIDE SAYINGS, w ith  Portrait 5s-. Cloth Gilt 3s. 6d„ postage 3 *  fflent of

K grammar o f  f r e e t h o u g h t . CritiCiSm of
the Case lor Freethought, including Bound,
Fundamental Religious Doctrines.
58., postage 31/ d . Second and

ASSAYS IN FREETHINKING. Firs , volume
Third Series. 3 V ols., post free 7s- ’
as. 6d., postage 21/d . delivered

foundations o f  r e l ig io n , a  l  A dix of
at Manchester College, Oxford, v td.
Illustrative Material. Paper 91 •. 1 0 1FE-

f°fr  l e c t u r e s  o n  f r e e t h o u g h t

Frice is., postage itfd . . pVianters on :
^TERIALISM RE-STATED. Contains chaptMatedai_

^ Question oE Prejudice—Some Materialisin'?
ism—Materialism in History— u March °I
“-Science and Pseudo-Science ^  proBiem ol
Materialism—On Cause and EUecr

personality . Cloth, as. 6d., P°staS * Exaini-
lE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH. A with a study 

nation of the Belief in a Future L  . tlie New 
*  Spiritualism from the Standpoint ot 
Fsychology, Cloth Bound, 3»- 6(L> P° bTHEISM J *
Mythology.

Exhpi.ol  ̂ ATHEISM ? The Great Alternative. Ani xiic u iccii A itcrnaii
half f Examination of the Evidences on Be- 
Athe;° theism, with a Statement of the Case for 
n Found in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered, 3s. 6d.,

\V^ C aKd.
3s. | 1LFZ AT ION AND THE CHURCHES. Cloth

Per 2S., postage 3d. and 2d. respectively.

^ L E  nA G - W .  F O O T E
Ftfjj jjj NANCES. 2S. 6d., postage 3d.

qujrj LE HANDBOOK. For Freethinkers and In- 
Lditi Christians. (With W. P. Bai.i,.) Seventh 

Tfflj j ° n' 2S- dd., postage 2j^d.

the H kSH IJF E OF CHRIST. Translated from
age 'rew. Preface by G. W. Foote, 6d., post-

SlfA , Ad.

C^th'^^^E AND OTHER LITERARY ESSAYS.
3S- 6d., postage 3d.

5 -Rn
ape,.

W .  M A N N
Ma t e r i a l i s m . A Candid Examination.

FllE

ls- 6d., postage 2d.

G E R A L D  M A S S E Y
ICAL JESUS AND MYTHICAL 

risjj ' A Demonstration of the Origin of
6d. £ » * Doctrines in the Egyptian Mythology, postage Tri

'-or*

age id.

K W  U P A S A K A
. is., DEN’S THOUGHTS ON CHRISTIANITY.* °S P;  t 8: “>•

ME ATHEIST, i s ., postage id.

\ ^ o n G ®o r g e  w h i t e h e a d

3]

A]

uue vols. 2s. 3d., postage 3d.

An d  PSYCHO-ANALYSIS- 
Goi|GlPN and W o m en . 6d., postage m. 
Sex’,.Devii-s and Men. 9d., postage id. 
T}lt K’D Religion, gd., postage id.

^U jiiCOpy of the “ FREETHINKER,” edited 
ail Oohen, sent free on application to 61 

Earringdon Street, E.C.4.

Secretary:

R. H. Rosktti, 62 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

S ECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based 
on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of 

divine guidance or interference; it excludes super­
natural hopes and fears; it regards happiness as man’s 
proper aim, and utility as his moral guide.

Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; 
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis­
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition; to 
spread education; to disestablish religion; to rationalize 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend 
material well-being; and to realize the self-government 
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what­
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone 
who desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the 
National Secular Society for all or any of the purposes 
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing th« 

following declaration :—
I desire to join the National Secular Society, and 1 

pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects.

Name.........................................................

Address..................................................... .

Occupation ............................................... .

Dated this.....day of............................ 19.... .
This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 

with a subscription.
P.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 

every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to his means and interest in the cause.
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GOD AND THE  
UNIVERSE

EDDINGTON, JEANS, HUXLEY & EINSTEIN

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN

W ith a Reply by P rofessor A. S. Eddington

T HIS is a work that should be in the 
hands of every Freethinker and as 
many Christians as can be induced 

to purchase it or read it. It will enable 
all to gauge the value of the new apolo­
gies for religion that are being put for­
ward in the name of recent science.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)
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I NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY, jS o c i a l  a n d  D a n c e  3? 3?
\ Under the auspices of the National Secular Society j
I ' •j WILL BE HELD IN j

¡THE CAXTON HALL, |
j Victoria Street, S.W , j

j  ON |

j Saturday, April 18th, 1931 i
| Comm encing at 7 p m. i

| |

Tickets - - 2 /6  e a c h
( (Including Refreshm ents) 5i (
i* May be obtained from the “ Freethinker” Office, 6i j 

Farringdon Street, E.C.4. or from Mr. R. H. Rosetti, ;
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Î THEI “ Freethinker” Endowment TrustA Great Scheme for a Great Purpose
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The Freethinker Endowment Trust was regis ■se »
the 2.5th of .August, 1925, its object being.t0estmeot ( 
sum of not less than ¿8,000, which, by ir"’ anntial . 
would yield sufficient to cover the estimate“ j
loss incurred in the maintenance of the . five . 
The Trust is controlled and administered. ' preC' 
Trustees, of which number the Editor of tn tcrais 
thinker is one in virtue of his office. By froni 
of the Trust Deed the Trustees are. prohit» of 
deriving anything from the Trust in the s ‘e,,t of 
profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the ^ the 
the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion  ̂be 
Trustees, rendering the Fund unnecessary, 11 oVer 
brought to an end, and the capital sum hand 
to the National Secular Society. ..jflg a

The Trustees set themselves the task of r®' e(j W 
This was acconip'ls/lnT1 ofminimum sum of ¿8,000.

the end of December, 1927. At the suggc=”‘n re- 
some of the largest subscribers, it has since

gestion
l*e0,jdsome of the largest subscribers, it has since - atia . 

solved to increase the Trust to a round ^I0,0fCa$oF | 
there is every hope of this being done within a 
ably short time. caSb,

The Trust may be benefited by donations 0 ontrj' 
or shares already held, or by bequests. An , giis 
butions will be acknowledged in the columns ^ to 
journal, and may be sent "to either the Editor,, ^
the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. H. Jessop, Ho.11.' c0n- 
Whitkirk, Nr. Leeds. Any further inform®*1®, 
cerning the Trust will be supplied on app'icat . ¡̂r 

There is no need to say more about the Free' ‘^{ee- 
itself, than that its invaluable service to the gll, 
thought Cause is recognized and acknowledge“ !■  ttii’ 
It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought ’’ at 
country, and places its columns, without chart 1
the service of the Movement.

The address of the Freethinker Endowment 
is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
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! Five Leaflets by Chapman Cohen.i WHAT IS SECULARISM
\ 6d. per 100,j DO YOU WANT THE TRUTH i THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEVER5'

1/- per 100 (4 pages)J DOES MAN DESIRE
i /- peT 100 (4 pages).j! ARE CHRISTIANS INFERIOR I FREETHINKERS ?

( _________ t /- per 100 (4 pages)____ J
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UNW ANTED CHILDB
In a Civilized Community there should 

UNW ANTED Children.

. off
For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) ot
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