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GEORGE BERNARD SHAW
AND

THE NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY.

Peare? Sunday Express for September 8, there ap- 
a êtter from Mr. George Bernard Shaw, which 

W  *, ^le following passage bearing upon the 
tlal Secular Society : —

1 ^then its most famous President, Charles Brad- 
"Sh, died, it was casting about for an alternative 

lt'c|’essor to G. W. Foote, with whom some of its

afldre

ialcin
He.  ̂ *-Eis in its plain meaning, I commented (Free-

members had quarrelled. I was invited to 
ess it on the subject of Progress in Freetliought 

' im p lie d ; and my lecture threw the society into 
,, "'ulsions . . .  I was not offered the vacant presi- 
‘»eatship.

^kar September 15), as follows : —
^  r- Shaw’s memory must have misled him. (r) 
^ e>e was never any doubt as to who would succeed 
jj ' Sradlaugh, and Mr. Bradlaugh nominated Mr. 
of "*’2 himself. (2) As Mr. Shaw was not a member 
jj die N.S.S., he was not eligible for the Presidency.

d was ever suggested to him it must have been by 
inne sheer outsider, or by somcBne who was “  pull- 
I S his leg,”  and that with a man of Mr. Shaw’s 
‘Uilcl is really not so very difficult. (3) Outside the 

1, ;iteiucnt of Mr. Shaw, there is no evidence of any 
c°uvulsion ”  overtaking the Society as a conse- 

(*"eUce of his lecture. Perhaps he means that it 
'"Slit to have gone into convulsions. (4) I can as- 
' Ure Mr. Shaw, and others, that it was not, and is 

> the policy of the N.S.S. seeking outsiders for 
I !e Presidency, or even as members, no matter what 

of a name they may have, or how ever great 
position. Men and women who join the N.S.S.their

to it; they are not begged to join, how
ever
"am

great their position, or however famous their 
2s may be. The democracy of the N.S.S. quite 

% *C 'es that particular species of tuft-hunting.

Mr. Shaw  sends me the follow ing letter 
1 I regret I was unable to publish last week : —

Si
To Tim E ditor  of the “  F reeth in ker .”

t do not think my memory misled me essentially 
'hen I wrote to the Sunday Express about Foote’s 

^'"cession to Bradlaugh in the Presidency of the 
•S.S. It is quite true that Foote was the only 

Possible successor, and that Bradlaugh recognized 
v'is- But it does not follow that everybody in the 
' 'S.S. was as well able to grasp and face an in­
s ta b le  situation as Bradlaugh, or that Bradlaugh 
j"ced it joyfully. Foote was not, like some of the 

"lies, unanimously supported as a nonentity from 
jV"otn nothing was to be feared. He was very far 
jIo,R being a nonentity. l ie  owed his position to his 
."dispensability and his superior personal force, as 

""dlaugh did. But presidents, like other moii- 
Ul'hs, are seldom enthusiastic admirers of their in- 
yUable successors; and when Bradlaugh handed to 
°ote the gavel which is the N.S.S. symbol of 

"".premacy, he expressed a hope that his successor 
"^ght prove worthy of it in a tone which did not dis­

guise the fact that he felt anything but sanguine 
about it. As Foote unquestionably did prove worthy 
of it, there is no harm in recalling that now.

But Bradlaugh’s feeling was represented in the 
ranks too. In a few cases Foote was objected to be­
cause he was in financial difficulties at the time. 
But the main reason was that Bradlaugh was so ex­
traordinary a man that no mortal successor could 
have satisfied his devoted followers; and Foote, 
though an able and distinguished man, was only a 
man and not a demigod. Those who, like myself, 
remember Bradlaugh, will understand what 1 mean.

He was a hero, a giant who dwarfed every­
thing around him, a terrific personality. When the 
Socialist League put me forward (though 1 was not 
a member of it) to debate .Socialism with him on the 
strength of a brush I had with him at the Hall of 
Science, I could not refuse the nomination without 
cowardice in the face of the enem y; but I was 
greatly relieved when he imposed the condition, 
which I could not accept, that I should be bound bjr 
all the manifestos of the .Social-Democratic Federa­
tion (of which also I was not a member). The truth 
is, I was afraid of his enormous personal force, to 
which, at my age, I could make no pretension. But 
I took on Foote for the Eight Hours debate without 
the least m isgiving; for though I knew he could 
hold his own even at the disadvantage of being off 
his own special ground and on mine, and of having, 
as I believed, an untenable cause, yet we were men 
and friends, and at worst I should not look like an 
immature daddy-long-legs struggling with a tornado. 
I am sorry now that I did not concede every demand 
of Bradlaugh’s to have had the experience of debat­
ing with h im ; but the fact that I w s glad to escape 
the encounter, whereas I should have been greatly 
disappointed if anything had prevented my en­
counter with Foote, shows how much more formid­
able was the dramatic effect produced by the older 

1 ’man, and how impossible it was for Bradlaugh’s ad­
mirers, and even for Bradlaugh himself, to admit 
that Foote could fill his place worthily.

Consequently some members of the N.S.S. de­
murred. It was not clear to them that Foote was 
the only pebble on the beach. I knew what was 
going on from my friend George Standring, whose 
authority will not be disputed by any of the Old 
Guard. There were apparent alternatives. I was 
known in Old Street as an uncompromising Free­
thinker, and a very promising platform speaker and 
debater. I was, as you point out, not a member of 
the N .S .S .; but that could be remedied in five 
minutes by making me one with my consent. I 
think T may say now, at seventy-three, and in the 
light of my subsequent career, that I should not 
have been half a bad catch for the N.S.S. Then 
there was Mr. J. M. Robertson, who could claim 
long, devoted, and highly distinguished services to 
the Society and its cause. He also has since given 
his proofs. W ill anyone venture to question his 
entire and eminent eligibility? Some years earlier 
Mrs. Besant, or, failing her, Edward Avcling, would
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have carried all before them. But Mrs. Besant had 
left the Society and become a Theosophist; and 
Aveling, though still an incorruptible Diehard 
Atheist, had proved so extremely corruptible on 
every other point that no respectable Society could 
admit him to any official position. Indeed it was 
A veling’s innumerable delinquencies in money 
matters that made Standring and others so nervous 
about Foote’s financial difficulties, though they were 
of quite a different kind.

That was the situation when I was invited to lec­
ture at Old Street on Progress in Freethought. Stand- 
ring was not, as you imagine, pulling my leg. He 
knew quite well what he was about; and so did I. 
But like Mr. Robertson, I had other fish to fry, as 
Bradlaugh himself eventually also had. When I 
told the Old Street congregation that the Trinity 
was a perfectly reasonable proposition and not an 
arithmetical im possibility; that anyone who denied 
the Immaculate Conception was in effect affirming 
the abominable doctrine of original s in ; and that 
any Freethinker who could not understand this 
could be gathered into the Roman Catholic Church 
in a week by any ordinary, capable, and tactful 
Jesuit, my chances of becoming President of the 
N.S.S. (had I desired it) vanished for ever. I do 
not insist on the word convulsions as descriptive of 
the effect I produced : I am well aware that the 
more fossilized Secularists received my utterances in 
contemptuous calm as the quibbles of a hopeless 
fool. But the cleverer ones were not quite so 
Olympianly self-controlled. Mr. Robertson, a Scotch 
mystic and rhapsodist beneath all his surface 
Rationalism and mastery of the Old Street phrase­
ology, was really less possible than I. Leading the 
N.S.S. was no more his job than it was mine. It 
was Foote’s : that was what made Foote inevitable 
and successful. He alone had the singleness of in­
terest, the determination to be at the head or no­
where, the combination of ability with absence of 
alternatives which made the position worth his 
while.

Pardon the length of this contribution to the his­
tory of the movement. I make it because there is 
in your note a curious confusion between the famous 
playwright of to-day and the infamous young Free- 
thinking adventurer of those days. The notion that 
George Standring and his friends, in giving me a 
“ try out,”  were tuft hunting, would amuse 
him considerably if he were alive to laugh at 
it. I hope I have succeeded in readjusting your 
perspective, and refreshing the few first-hand 
memories that still remain of what an amazing 
chief the N.S.S. had in the days when Bradlaugh 
was its President.

Yours truly,
G Bernard S iiaw .

The chief objection I have to Mr. Shaw’s ex­
planation is that it does not explain. Most 
of what he says has no vital bearing upon the 
issue, except so far as it may serve to explain what 1 
regard as an error on the part of Mr. Shaw. It is, 
for instance, beside the point to say that there was 
not complete unanimity in the N.S.S. over the elec­
tion of Foote to the Presidency. There were cer­
tainly some who would have preferred another per­
son. But the same thing might have been said with 
truth of the election of Bradlaugh to the Presidency. 
Still, with Bradlaugh, as with Foote, the overwhelm­
ing majority of the members of the Society saw that 
there could be no other man for the post. My state­
ment that there was never any doubt as to who would 
succeed when it was known that Bradlaugh contem­
plated resignation was therefore quite accurate. It 
was proven by Bradlaugh himself nominating Foote 
for the Presidency. I cannot say anything about the 
tone of Mr. Bradlaugh’s voice when he handed the 
historic hammer to Foote. That can never be more 
than an impression, in all probability the impression 
was formed by someone who did not want Foote as

President, and in any case Mr. Shaw
not being* 

must i*
repeatinp- n  ̂ t]lere ôrc» not being present, "IUDl - 
la terto -Avhat pat^ ent at sec01^  hand. I  will con,' 
now that Bm 5 radl*u*h actually said, only remark 
to n o X ? erafldlp Ugh, Was 110t exactly the kind of ̂  

Mr. Shaw’ ~resident ° f  whom lie had doubts.
quential to tlf ^  second paragraphs are iflc01ise; 
Society aEcr D qUf Sl,°n at issile> which is whethet *
round for an alt CCat!1 of M r- Bradlaugh was lo°kl11 

W an alternative to G . W. Foote, and so«*descnl̂
sidered Mr. Shaw. Quite truly Mr. Shaw
Bradlaugh as so extraordinary a man that

his (Bradla.fjjS
successor would have satisfied his t-urau 
followers,”  and, consequently, no other njangoCiet)' 
have been quite welcome. In that respect t 1 .,¡531,
was paying the penalty of having had a si 1 of 
for its leader. But you cannot have a succc 
super-men. If super-men were common they 
sink into the ranks of the ordinary. flefc

Neither is it to the point to tell me that th ^  
other possible persons— possible in the sense 
who had worked for Freethought, were kno" ¡̂¡o 
respected. Of course there were; but there " up 
possible men in the sense of their being any01 
stood the slightest chance of being elected.

And if there were, Mr. Shaw was not one °.A ce',ct 
He was not a member of the Society, he h- ^  
been closely associated with its work, he had 110 {3 
in the Society as either a speaker on its pk* . „ (vl|l| 
writer in its journals, and if it was Mr. Standr1" ^  
informed him that he might be elected PrcS1‘ pW 
his lecture gave satisfaction, Standring nlllS ̂  >lr
b e e n  m i l l in e r  1lic In rr  n r if l i  n T m nrrao n P P . ,

gave satisfaction, Standring 11111 
pulling his leg with a vengeance. 

Shaw been familiar with the policy of the N 
would not have been so easily taken in. of

lie

IF
JMr. Shaw himself provides a clear proo1 

absurdity of the statement made by him and crl rtjclCi 
by me. The N.S.S., he writes in the ExprcS* ^  a®

extreme Socialist. It was heroically Materia^^td 
as an artist-philosopher and tif

was resolutely anti-Socialist; and I was (and ‘

Rationalist; I W£ 
negation of both.”  Well, I do not think_ 
Society, in 1S89, was quite so resolutely ante-' ^ 1- 
as Mr! Shaw thinks, but if it was, a strongly  ̂ * ,yif 
istic and anti-Socialist Society going out of 1 
to invite a strong Socialist and strong anti-Ma ^ 
to be its President, one who was not a menu’ * ̂  
who was comparatively unknown, may be a g01 
ject for a burlesque, it might even pass as wit 1 ^
as joke with difficulty, but it is not the way 0
and women on serious business bent.

Apparently with a view to lending streng111 
statement that the Society cast its eye upon hi 
possible President, Mr. Shaw says that even ^ «‘jii

bad catch
the light of my subsequent career.”  "In  the b P ^
shown that he would not have been

my subsequent c a r e e r May I remind Mr. Sha"„ fliC.
the s3when things are different they are seldom---- ---«■ ---  —------  j

and if the past had not been what it was, the 1 M
hi'

ot>*1
would not be what it is. In 1889 Mr. Sha'v  ̂
have been no great catch for the Society, f°r r

1929 his "a jetv 
world-wide and lie would be a catch for any  ̂ e o' 
that desired a President for the advertising v . ¡¡iC1’ 

If Mr. Shaw, or Charlie Chaplj11, 1

then a very little known man. In 
world-wide 
that desire
his name. „  . »anuu j v/x V'liuiuc V-unj'* ' .j- *'
the N.S.S. next week, there would doubt 
crowds of sheep-like individuals who would 

their value would be is quitesuit. What 
question.

an0'

But, alas! when things are different they ar° xVith 
the same; and if Mr. Shaw had thrown in Ids j° m- 
the N.S.S. in 1SS9, lecturing constantly on 1 
form, writing regularly in its journals, and jIts J CJ til 1 1 c l irVj , 4

rank as the leader of the fighting Freethink 
Great Britain, he would most certainly not .̂¡gi' 
G.B.S. of 1929. The religious boycott is vÇr>

i
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lant and •There arc numbers of men- very strong.
vll° have desired and found fame in pohtics, or 
Çtters.or a place in »Society, who keep, and have kept 
lcir opinions on religion to themselves, or expressed 

n within the safety line that had been created by 
»e more fearless Freethinkers. They realized that m 
lls country a man cannot become popular with the 

Ancrai public and carry on a straightforward attack 
^t^hished superstition. If Mr- Shaw had m 

!; ^9 achieved the practical impossibility of becoming 
Resident of the N.S.S. most emphatically he would 
!'ot l̂a' ’e been the world-famed G.B.S. that we know 
°"(lay- He would not have been less able, or less

" o r l ^ Ut 'le would not have had the papers of the 
l>ce/ °^en to ^’■ni> and publishers would not have 
*)etn ?0lllPcting for his books. His name would have 
had ’n ^le background, if its use in the press
, i t i - t  been strictly forbidden. That was the case 
,, 1 Hilaries Bradlaugh in spite of his being such a 
jj rn“ c Personality ”  that he over-awed even George 

”;!r<l Shaw. On the political side there was 
he JS1°11 when Bradlaugh’s name and work could not 
and r ° r<hd, ^ut ’1 was minimized as far as could be, 
H lls Freethinking work ignored or referred to as 
hii an ignorant demagogue. The man who gives 
ci,!1Self to Freethought must place little value upon 

ler Personal profit or popular success, 
tr, n°i say that some individual did not whisper 
’ Hr. Shaw that he would like to see. him President 

le N.S.S. But Mr. Shaw’s language implied that 
¡j '!as the Society which, casting round for a leader, 

* *  him to lecture at the Hall of Science, 
II 1 a view to his becoming its President. Seeing 
q the Hall of Science lectures were managed by a 
^'"nnittee, that Foote had been President for at least 
tli'£ar "^len Bradlaugh died, and therefore Foote was 
! ,e dominating influence at the Hall of Science, it is 
c erably plain that no official or semi-official invitation 
Ij ’ d have been issued. What some individual may 
‘" e whispered to Mr. Shaw is quite another question, 

(j ' °tte with which I am not in the least concerned. 
11 that head I am quite willing to take Mr. Shaw’s 

vord.
'Jeeu

with the private opinion that he appears to have
very easily taken in.

Shaw withdraws the word “  convulsions ”  as 
* the effect produced by his Hall of Science lecture, 

! I have no desire to press it. But the essential 
ao'nt is “  \\ras tpe N.S.S., after Bradlaugh’s death, 
astitig round for a President in place of its existing 

Trident, G. W. Foote, and did the Society invite 
. „r- Shaw to deliver a lecture with a view to his being 

a post that was not vacant?”  Everything 
. e, whether there were some who would have pre- 
Tr°d another than Foote, whether there were other 

I l>riceivable candidates, whether Mr. Shaw would have 
ttT1 a “  catch ”  or otherwise, all these things are

offered
c'lSi

'm'te beside the point. They are interesting enough 
' ling, but they serve only to distract attention.

°eVeral times in my life I have been invited by the 
act>ng minister of a Christian Church to give an ad- 
' r,c'ss in his pulpit, and have done so. But if some 
'“¡schievous, or leg-pulling deacon had taken me on 
'i|,e side and whispered that he did not like the mini- 
Ster and that if my address pleased I might have the 
1>astorate, I hope my sense of humour would have 
ffevented the suggestion being taken seriously.

Mr. Shaw says he has written in the hopes of re­
adjusting my perspective with regard to the history of 

10 »Society. I am indebted to him, for at least his 
Rf*>d intention; but as a kindness conferred invites a 
*ffidness in return, I must reciprocate, even though 
11(i kindness may be a little cruel.

(1) Bradlaugh resigned his Presidency at a special 
Meeting of the Society, to which none but members of 

Society were admitted, on February 16, 1890.

(.;) There was no vacant Presidency, save for the 
time it took to elect G. W. Foote, which was done at 
the same meeting.

($) Mr. Bradlaugh nominated Mr. Foote, who was 
duly elected, and in handing him the hammer said, 
“  I give it you joyfully, and trust that you will hand 
it on to your successor,”  and at the end of the meet­
ing, after expressing the hope that he would live long 
enough to thank Foote for what he had done, added, 
“  I believe you will do the best that man can do.” 
The language is strange in one who was not very 
hopeful about the men he was nominating.

(l) Foote was re-elected “  with acclamation ”  at 
the Annual Conference at Manchester the same year, 
at which Conference both Mr. J. M. Robertson and 
Mrs. Annie Bcsant were present.

(4) Bradlaugh died on January 30, 1891, P'oote 
having been President since February 16 of the pre­
vious year. The Society was certainly not “  casting 
about ”  for a President during that period.

(5) Mr. George Bernard Shaw lectured at the Hall 
of Science on February 22, 1891, his subject being 
“  Freethinking Old and New.”  There was a discus­
sion after the lecture at which Mr. John M. Robertson 
and others twitted Mr. Shaw and the Fabians with 
being silent as to their views on religion and the 
population question. The impression produced was 
that of “  being sermonized on Freethought by a 
Socialist outsider.”  But I can trace no excitement 
and no interest in Mr. Shaw’s views about the Trinity 
or the Immaculate Conception.

(6) Mr. Foote had then been President for a full 
year. He was in command, and those who knew 
Foote will scarcely believe that the Society of which 
he was President was looking round for someone to 
replace him, which could not have been done without 
his knowledge.

(7) Mr. »Shaw was not a member of the N.»S.S., 
and therefore was not eligible for the Presidency. He 
was then a comparatively unknown man, known as 
being a Freethinker, it is true, as were scores of 
others, but also known as being mainly interested in 
Socialism, and therefore could have been of no per­
ceptible use to the Society. The notion that a man 
could have been made a member of the Society one 
five minutes and elected President the next, is too 
grotesque to- warrant serious considertion.

(8) On one point Mr. Shaw has misunderstood me. 
When I said that the N.S.S. did not indulge in tuft­
hunting, I had in my mind no reference to Mr. Shaw. 
He has himself pointed out that to call running after 
him in 1S89 tuft-liunting, is ridiculous, and in that I 
agree with him. I used the expression because the 
N.S.S. does not run after the help or the patronage 
of men merely because they happen to own a title or 
have some sort of social or financial standing, and was, 
therefore, not likely to do so in the case of men who 
are both poor and little known. The sense of equality 
in the N.S.»S. is a very real thing, and I hope it will 
continue to be so.

(9) If Mr. Shaw, whenever he has occasion in the 
future to refer to his association with the National 
Secular Society, says that one, or two, of its members, 
probably because he, or they, did not care for the ex­
isting President, expressed a desire to see him Presi­
dent, or that they would like to see him elected to 
the post, there will be no need to question the state­
ment.

(10) As a student of psychology I am always in­
terested in the history of a delusion.

C hapman Coiien,
President, National Secular Society,
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Theology W ith o u t Tears.

“  Thou comest in such a questionable shape that I will 
speak with thee.” —Shakespeare: Hamlet.

“ There is nothing on earth divine beside humanity.”
Landor.

It looks as if our old friends, the lecturers of the 
Christian Evidence Society will soon join the ranks of 
the two millions of unemployed citizens. For so 
many of the clergy are taking up the subject of 
Christian apologetics. Curates, rectors, vicars, 
canons, deans, even bishops are rushing into print 
and are ablaze with passion in defence of the faith 
once delivered to the saints. Candour compels me to 
add that the clergy make poor advocates, despite the 
editorial assistance of bold headlines and leaded type. 
The bishops are easily the worst of the whole bunch. 
One does not expect too much from a pale-faced 
young curate fresh from the apron-strings of Alma 
Mater, but a right-reverend Father-in-God should be 
able to defend his bread-and-margarine with some­
thing of the zeal that a cat has when she defends her 
kittens. That the exact opposite is the case is one of 
life’s little ironies. One clear brave thought, how­
ever, emerges from the whole sad business. Either 
the real Christian Evidence lecturers have been scur- 
vily underpaid for very many years, or else the Bench 
of Bishops has been getting money far too easily.

Here, for example, the Rt. Rev. J. H. B. Master- 
man, Bishop of Plymouth, has been writing in a Lon­
don daily paper on “ We Must Believe in Miracles.”  
It is a terrible piece of apologetics, and if I attended 
the bishop’s church I should feel inclined to stop my 
subscriptions and resign my family pew to more 
simple folk. For, in the first paragraph of this 
defence of the supernatural, the bishop says that the 
Gospel stories “  are really the only miracles that 
matter.”  He continues : —

The real value .of the Old Testament is not effected 
by the admission that many of the miraculous stories 
recorded in it belong to the folk-lore of primitive 
tradition.

What on earth is a poor, unfortunate believer to do 
when he hears his beloved bishop throw over the 
earlier part of the Christian Bible in this uncere­
monious fashion ? Folk-lore, forsooth ! Adam and 
Eve, Noah’s Ark, the Tower of Babel, Jonah and the 
Whale, and scores of other stories just folk-lore ! “ All 
my little chickens and their dam at one fell swoop,”  
as Macduff says in Shakespeare’s play. Nor is this 
all, for tire bishop sweeps on as remorselessly as a 
motor-car out of control: —

We cannot rule out the possibility that particular 
miracles (in the Gospels) may be capable of a natural 
explanation.

It used to be said that the supreme wickedness of 
the awful Freethinker consisted in his robbing simple 
people of their faith. That is exactly what the 
Bishop of Plymouth is doing. And religious people 
bereft of their faith, so we were tpld, used to commit 
suicide when they were kind-hearted; whilst the 
other sort looked round for someone to murder. It is 
really too awful, for weedkiller can be purchased as 
easily as lemon-squash, and toy-pistols, capable of 
blowing a person into another world, are on sale at 
cheap bazaars.

Another would-be champion of the Christian faith 
is the Rev. J. T. Hardwick, vicar of Partington, who 
thinks that, not only are miracles stumbling-blocks 
to the plain citizen, but that the Christian Religion 
itself needs repolishing and re-upholstering. A 
“  thorough overhaul ”  of religious words is necessary. 
He added : —

This would be one way of bringing about the des­

cent of religion into th'e sphere of expel ’ell Ĉ c]cs. 
reality from the realm of make-believe and al"

According to Brother Hardwick, the langu3# ^  
theology is different to the live language used ’>  ̂^  
and women to-day. That has been remarked l'P° j 
generations of Freethinkers, and what the re) js 
gentleman regards as a bright, new, original 1 
found to be a commonplace of Freethought cri 1L 
As an instance, our vicar says :—  ^

No term stands in such need of examination
word “ spirit.”  The mind of the average inan •ible
a complete fog over the matter. The only 
meaning he can put into the word is whisky> 1L 
and ghosts.

The average man, who leaves school at fourte01’ 
,rtin£ 

theand whose literary horizon is bounded by the Sp® 
editions of the daily papers, and, perhaps, ky 
erudite works of Edgar Wallace, is very likely R . 
fogged by theology. Scholars who devote their 1" 
to the subject do not find such studies easy work.  ̂
begin with, the Christian Religion is two thouf’ 
years old. It has its roots in old-world Pagan'5
which extends back into the twilight of hi storical i

orig’*1'search. Even so, Christianity is Oriental in 5i 
and its Scripture is but a translation of transit i .

n ljlM.The authorized English version of the Christian ]5 

old enough to be quite out of touch with m<M
is centuries old, and the Book of Common Pra>cidd"

ideas. The dedication of this Bible, and the 
spittle prayers for Royalty in the Prayer Book 5 
be bound together and entitled: “ The Fin11" 
Handbook.”  .

Adversity makes strange bedfellows, and it ,s 
surprising to find Dean Inge “  doing his bit ”  01 c„. 
half of the faith he professes. The dean is in 0,1 jjc 
tircly different category to the other apologist*' c]j

on'?is one of the very few scholars that the State Ck"r
possesses, and his excursions into print arc not 

lablc but are enjoyable. A priest, he “  'vtlir,i,1tK 
rue with a difference.”  Curiously, the dean c
contradicts the bishop, and the matter makes 111 j. 
joyous reading than the solemn pages of the rei^  j 
able Punch, which is the alleged comic paper (, 
nation that is said to “  take its pleasures sadly- 

In his articles on “  Miracles,”  the Bishop of 
mouth in one of the purplest of purple pasSau ^ 
almost becomes lyrical. Referring to Christ 
says :—  tj,e

For nineteen centuries He (Christ) lias been 
source and sustainer of all that is best and nob’Ch 
human life. ,

Dean Inge, as becomes a scholar, and a ripO $ ,]C 
one, is neither hysterical nor hazy. Here is vvha 
says :—  >‘CC*

The morality of Northern Europe is neither ° 
nor Jewish but Gothic.

Pursuing the argument the dean has the folio"!
illr

telling passage, which 
couched in Biblical terms

loses nothing by Ikiiig

4
The English gentleman whose conduct is dic  ̂ of 

by a code of honour is not like any other r0
gentleman, and still more unlike David, the

o1 
urif 

can1.after God’s own heart, whose behaviour to p, 
Abner, Goliath, Michel, Shimel, Uriah, and 0 
stamps him as little better than a cad. ^

George Foote put the matter more tersely vV)ie ŷJi 
wrote : “ If David were the man after God * ^
heart it only proves what a black heart this ‘ ,,

iffhad.”  That a Christian priest should write 
similar strain to the famous Freethinker is trub'
markable. For the figure of David is too cR5.

fc-
,eiy

allied with the legendary figure of the Gospel p ^ t  
to be thrown thus rudely to the rubbish-heap 'V1 a
disastrous results to Orthodoxy. It is not 
desperate policy in the particular instance, but a

oflb.
pic'
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but n w'hich will exert, in the long run, anything 
]l)nra 'T IT  effect on the Christian position. Not 

t'1Q ^ ousP of Convocation of Canterbury, in 
al lsi.nii tIle Book of Common Prayer, decided to 
"(rt r" ^sa n̂ 5S, and to eliminate some of the 
I * ‘catures of some of the other sacred lyrics attri- 
tlmt f/° Bavid. This was done on the ground 
Ch • . eSe. Portions of “ God’s W ord”  were “  un- 
S«)ft1Stlan'like in character,”  which is an evasive and 
ni[ 1 !°aF!y way of saying that they are out of har- 

0? V'^ 1 Biodern humanistic ideas.
“ God’11̂ ^  priests have themselves started to pull

salnis.
3 Word ” to pieces, and have begun with the

King David has to share the fate of the
w ° r aiKf other monarchs in exile. For David is 

. see» to be a barbarian, and the champions of the

K;
I10\v

sa\\'f'an are obliged to throw the old Oriental
ti,tag? overboard in order to absolve their deity from 
Ho Vicos and crimes of his favourite. Let there be 
¡n ’n.lstahe about this. Freethought is slowly forc- 
aiul | Christian Churches into a dangerous position, 

tie clergy are actually in retreat, 
flic j ’ k  f°r one> shall be sorry to find our old 
'Vo { S’ ^lc reQf Christian Evidence lecturers, out of 
jz r. T h e y  advertised Freethought, and familiar- 
fi, a"diences with rationalistic argument. Unlike

.1 Position. They were not such bad fellows. Hang
coWards in the pulpits, they faced the music of

all !
say. The first one that I meet will tempt me to 

Have a cigar, sweetheart!”
MlMNERMUS.

P aganism  in  N orth u m b ria .

I Parts of the uplands of Northumberland-
y le

Cfibi

th,

‘oot-
is the term used by the sheep farmers in des- 

lr,g the more remote of them, just as “  in-bye ”
"Pplied to the hills and moors nearer home— are asGvy Were hundreds and maybe thousands of years 

T°' Wild and desolate, fit only for black-faced 
th and grouse, they make little appeal save to those 

0j la have inherited some of the old Border traditions 
tj* reCdom and, perhaps rapine, which held sway in 
Ijj1 bug ago on the moors of the north country. It 
], 'TtccI long after the peoples of England and Scot- 
4' lll‘ had been flogged into respectability, lasting here 
lj . Bierc until well on in the lifetime of men now 
S| ‘"S. when the natives of certain hamlets, under the 

of the Cheviots, had a reputation for violence 
.1 f thieving worthy of the more strenuous raiding
"ays 
tvh, '
Ov

But the force of law and order has prevailed 
Cre at one time the King’s writ did not, and what- 

¡. Cl of thejr forbears the men of the Border now have,
do.es not show in their relations with each other as

''Tit 
"Tst

once did. In other respects, however, the past is 
large over the Borderland; the men who made

Si;

( erious circular markings on rocks, and the almost 
ifUally mysterious ogham writihgs; the builders of

tj ĉk Dykes and Catrails, of megalithie monuments; 
e alter inscriptions to pagan gods of the Roman

,rniv
in y and the runic characters of former days, are all 

evidcnce and sometimes intrude into the present 
a Uil disconcerting effect. Christianity, then young 
, ll Parasitic and full of vigour, was feeding on its
;i| efiecessors, sp to Spea]i> botli physically and inent-
p ■ > and showing little of its present-day'reluctance 

Acknowledge its debt to what had gone before. 
c hie little item of proof of this connexion was dis­
c e d  some years ago at Elsdon, a village in Redes- 
, . e* There is an old church there called after the her- 

of the Fames, St. Cuthbcrt; there being one of 
r ''’f name a,t most of. the spots where the saint's body' 
wsted during its wanderings to escape the ravaging 
‘"'ds of the Danes— the church folk had occasion to

repair the tower, and in doing so broke through into a 
chamber which contained the skulls of three horses. 
There was a considerable amount of speculation about 
the manner of their coming and the author of a recent 
novel, The Keeper of the Rede, has explained how 
they came from the pele of a Border reiver of the 
fifteenth century. They were the skulls of his 
favourite raiding mounts, and when he found that the 
bleached bones above his hearth-stone reminded him 
too much of happier and more strenuous days he 
bribed the Church to take the relics into its possession. 
That is the pleasant fancy of the author whose more 
typical characters are, by the way, scornfully defiant 
of the Church. Garconside, outlaw and reiver, pur­
sues a traitor into the sanctuary at Hexham and slays 
him in t“ic presence of the Prior : sneering at the 
priestly denunciation. His god was “  his aiu 
scl,”  and his saviour the “ braid sword ” that 
put finis to the betrayer of Border folk.
Another old reiver, dying from wounds re­
ceived when avenging the loss of the last 
of his sons, waves aside the proffered consolation of 
the priest : that sort of thing was fit only “  for wheite- 
weshed strumpets and wheite-livered southern popin­
jays,”  and the old ruffian goes to his death muttering 
of the vengeance he had taken on his enemy— It was 
finally and generally dismissed as the freak of some 
irreverent mason. But, consider. St. Cuthbert’s is 
of the thirteenth century, when more than a thou­
sand years of Christianity had deepened the strain of 
credulity in a people already well endowed in the 
way. The onset of knowledge had made little im­
pression on the mass of emotional chaos which rioted 
in and about mankind, and we know that the Church 
of Christ was then incorporating in its own being the 
odds and ends of every superstition. During the first 
twelve centuries of British history there was enough 
of the debris of religions to set up a score of Churches, 
provided the taste of the builders were catholic 
enough, although there is no great disparity between 
the Christ and the sacred horse of the East. Both 
were concerned with the same thing, and the latter 
certainly was ready to their hands. What more likely 
than that the skulls were packed away in the Church 
tower by Christians who believed in making sure of 
the favour of the gods, much as a converted West 
African negro is sometimes found to have tucked away 
next his heart a ju-ju charm to co-operate with the 
Christian Christ in averting evil influences. A  double- 
barrelled attitude to “  spiritual ”  things has always 
been in favour among Christians.

The early inhabitants of Britain were familiar with 
the horse as an object of worship. O11 British coins 
of pre-Roman days the horse is a prominent figure. 
It is seen, a fearsome beast, galloping across space 
with a man underneath, an obvious symbol of the 
sun careering across the heavens. And sometimes 
the figure of the animaj sculptured on the Wiltshire 
down is pictured on British coins. All of which is 
the very stuff of religion and full of significance. 
Tradition asserts that the cult of the horse came by 
way of traders from the East, the home of many 
superstitions, and if the British could take a- saviour 
god from the Orient, the acceptance of a horse from 
the same source would not be beyond his power and 
inclination. He accepted Eostre, the goddess of 
Spring, and held festival on her feast day. The 
pagan Yule survives as the birthday' of the Christian 
deity, and the autumn festival of paganism has been 
taken over to the credit of the Christian saints. In 
a village in Redesdale, Bclsay— the name probably 
derived from Baal, the Pheonician god whose altars 
are found in the neighbourhood, the villagers up to 
quite recent times lit Baal fires at midsummer, and 
drove the cattle through the smoke to protect them.
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from disease. What is now a mere following of old- 
time custom, was in the early Christian period a 
matter of deep import, and its survival is one of the 
many proofs that the fabric of religion is a hotch­
potch of superstitious matter.

If people will worship, the horse seems as good an 
object as a meek and emaciated Christ. The qualities 
of strength and endurance, of fiery vigour and fleet­
ness stands well in comparison with the meek­
ness of a non-resisting Jew, and should appeal 
strongly to an independent people. But “  worship ”  
does not connote appreciation of noble qualities; there 
is an element of fear, of selfishness, which is the 
dominant factor in the practice. However idealistic 
the genesis of it maybe, from the moment it is con­
ceived the downward course is begun. The utter sur­
render- of what someone called the god-like faculty of 
reason— although nothing can be more certain that 
when reason comes in the gods go' hence— follows on 
the enthronment of the adoring side of mankind and 
a way opened for all manner of mental belittlement. 
As a matter of fact the same thing happens whether 
you worship a horse or a Christ whether you be an 
Early Briton, or a twentieth century Archbishop.

That suggests to me the spurious information con­
cerning our ancestors imparted to children in the 
schools. According to the book, the Briton was a 
half-naked individual who had a pronounced fancy for 
blue decorative effects, but nothing could be further 
from the truth. Comparatively speaking, the Briton 
was fairly well up in the philosophy of the time. 
Caesar says they were versed in the wisdom of the 
East and had visitors from the Continent for instruc­
tion in the rites of Druidism. Pliny says they culti­
vated philosophy to such an extent that it was thought 
the East was indebted to them for wisdom. They 
also were credited with a knowledge of astronomy, 
measuring time, as Caesar testifies, by nights, and not 
by days, the days being reckoned as parts of the pre­
ceding nights, which is a fairly independent trait for 
naked primitives. And an old German writer says 
that of old it was an established belief that Britain 
was the abode of souls. But while that is indicative 
of the possession of virtues, it was also brimming with 
superstitions, and it passed them on with the vitality 
superstition always possesses. And Christianity in­
variably degraded the legacy. The idea of the horse 
as a symbol of the life-giving sun is not in itself ment 
ally degrading. In its state as first conceived, the 
opposite may have been true, but with the growth of 
a priesthood, those hangers-on at the fane, corruption 
appears, and the butchering of a horse to sanctify a 
sacred building with its blood, for that is the probable 
explanation of the presence of the skulls in the 
Church, is just one more example of the grossness en­
gendered by the religious feeling.

H . B. D o d d s .

Subsidising Beligion.

A stinging attack on religious bodies and schools which ob­
tained exemption from rates was launched by the Mayor of 
Strathfield, Aid. Firth, in Council last night.

It was reported that a little less than £50,000 worth of 
property was untaxed and council lost every year about £900 
in direct rates.

“ This is a very serious matter,” said the Mayor. “ I hope 
we will press for the exemption to be dropped. People 
should pay for their religion. Why should the people of 
Strathfield have to pay £900 a year for these places ? ”

Aid. Frith said the biggest properties on the list were the 
Christian Brothers’ Training College, worth £14,400, and 
the Angilcan Church, valued at £5,400, Neither of these 
places paid anything iq rates,— From the Sidney E vening
News,

A cid Drops.

In this column for September 29, we coinmen e  ̂
the fear expressed by The Schoolmaster as to the « ^
of a system of education in the State Schools that * “ ^ 
be wholly secular. We also said that it was e£lS' cX. 
detect the note of vested interest when this fear Was 
pressed by the clergy, and that teachers feared to 
what so many of them thought about religion ® 
schools because they feared it would injure their P 
pects of promotion. Finally, we asked the Schooling 
to explain in what direction education would suffer 1 ^  
were wholly secular, seeing that save for the tnue 
apart for religious instruction, all subjects were all 
wholly secular in every school receiving the govern® 
grant.

I11 its issue for October 3, the Schoolmaster repli£S  ̂
our criticism, or attempts to do so. For exa®P1£.’  ̂
tells us that we are quite mistaken as to the ®° 
which induce teachers to stand for religious educa 
But in the first place, the Schoolmaster has no rig®^ 
speak for all the teachers, and in the second place, 
did not say why some teachers stood for religious 
cation ; on that point we are quite willing to grant t ]  ̂
teachers all they ask in the way of sincere convi£tl 
Our criticism was directed against those teachers 
believe in a system of secular education, but who d° ’
say so for fear of injuring their prospects in the _Pr0̂ e 
sion. If the Schoolmaster is not acquainted wid’ ^
large numbers of such cases its knowledge of tead^  
must be very scanty and very casual. We know, . 
merely believe, there are very large numbers of •s"L(r_ 
teachers. A t the next Annual Conference we would

begest that the editor of the Schoolmaster gets into 
mate conversation with as many teachers as possible
may then discover that he has no reasonable warranty1 
im plying that teachers as a body desire religi°uS 
struction in the school.

The Schoolmaster says that far from making pro®0̂ .  
more difficult “ the so-called Secular Solution would J 
move difficulties and anomalies with regard to p1'0"1 ,

\>e-tiou.”  That, however, is not meeting what we said, 
we said was that teachers were afraid to say they 
lieved in a policy of secular education because it 
arouse religious opposition and so prevent promotion- 
course, with religion out of the schools, things would1 
different, and difficulties and anomalies removed- ■* 
who is to bell the cat? If teachers would only 
stand, we believe religion in the schools would not |a’ f 
very much longer. The job is to find the pi°,,c  ̂
teachers who will pay the price for the liberty of oth0' * 
It is religion in the schools that creates many difficult®^ 
W ith religion out of the schools the teacher would be 1 
longer afraid to offend Canon this or the Rev. that.

Finally, I asked the Schoolmaster to say exactly " ’l'"| 
subjects cannot be taught efficiently without relig,0|(1 
Here is the reply— it would be too much to call R '. | 
answer-—“  The harm, in the opinion of teachers, w*011̂  
lie in the loss of their unique privilege of helpiuS- c 
train the spiritual nature of the child and to have S£® 
idea of God, the child’s maker.”  Of all the fatuous '

tbeplies we have come across,-this is an easy first. b'V 
of all vve are told that there exists grave fears “
effects of a wholly secular system of education.”  ' 
in all humility we ask what subjects are there that ca 
not be taught without religion, and particularly ’ 
quired whether it was implied that even charaC , 
could not be adequately developed without religion. A. 
the Schoolmaster, an organ of educative opinion, rcP 0t 
that without religion in the schools the teachers ca®1 
train the spiritual nature of the child or teach it 8̂ ® 
God, the child’s maker! Wonderful! We ask -n,
cannot be properly taught without religion, and arc 
formed that the answer is, religion. To that b'
things should be said. So far as the State is concei"^ 
the schools do not exist to teach religion. The 
merely permits it— provided the different sects can cf a . 
quarrelling long enough to decide on a few relig1®.. 
beliefs on which they agree, Second, a child vd30
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‘aiighj. t"pi * *
live bio i.1̂ 1011 111 *he school, has, so far, a fairly effec- 
G°(jr P"t to its ever understanding religion and 
it there ■ 1 "s ^'e rcal reason why the parsons want

does ,,'V ^le ^c^oolmaster says that as the Freethinker 
"teache°r ^ ' cve God and “  the spiritual life,”  
"hich t S ant  ̂ journal have no common ground on 
tc'rrib]v°'n1T-Cet''* regret to find the Schoolmaster so
editor 1 "!n ônned as to the opinions of teachers. The 
Slid tlie'V°U  ̂ be apparently very much surprised to 
teaeher 11Utt̂ er of readers of the Freethinker who are

Rethink • . —  --------
%0olm 'n ln its attitude towards religion. The 

no^ Cr ''ad better wake up. We are living in

iff. Q^.llr*nff on ‘ ‘ Psychology in the Sunday School,”
tfcot ,C, 011 Miller appears to have been rather indis- 
■■ Relip-

also to find the number who are with the

tlie chilth 'Sion, he said, has got to have a meaning in
sU|{etj~‘“ ren’s lives. They must have an attitude to 
ltio„ 1death, and so forth. The conflict between re-
'líate andPhil, science arises from failure to attain an ade- 
'vater̂ jniIosopby. Religious teaching still tends to be 
land a , ’ to contract and wither rather than to ex- 
lieHee "l lurhber and further away from objective 
life. 1 while less and less it offers an interpretation of

A s - - - - - -
d" CRanls “  suggestibility,”  the Doctor said it has 
"lost f • e.n. tra<led upon, from the medicine-man of the 
'■ 11 . * '"'itive tribe or the fundamentalist of Tennesseee p
,,;js °Pe of Rome. It is a fault of adults to force 

ii rt,]jU. children. It is an abuse of authority to do so 
"otti, '’ I0Us matters. Trading 011 suggestibility is 

"o more than superstition.

herfl c'^'^Gr also said that fear of ostracism from the 
Hi] "^ihuted largely towards religious behaviour of 
d̂y Gf “  imitativeness,”  he said that it is to be 

l<Ts0]( 0 fashion one’s conduct on that of an authorative 
life. .'*■  does not fit into any co-ordinated outlook on 
°f deat[ ls Gasy  to abuse and easy to trade upon. Fear
‘‘•ati’g " ’ added Dr. Miller, is the inevitable outcome of 
itifl Co'iccptional ability. He can imagine extinction, 
5rlde(j 'before he craves immortality. Christianity, he 
\y ’ has traded upon this craving in a conditional 
'r, j j j t  this is not justified nor desirable. We said 
‘Ctfm* er was rather indiscreet. It certainly was not 

1° show up and condemn accepted ecclesiastical

Dr.
lai

¡e„?̂ s> employed through the ages, to manufacture 
S tor the Churches.the Churches.

Tilie ■
ĥitii ^ V' C. Carter, who conducts a correspondence 

)$ t]j 11 a religious weekly, has been asked : “  What 
\  ^  answer to the question, Are our dead sleep-

111 --------- ;—  ■ >•* 'phe reverend gent de-
Bible answer ”  to this question.

cl;iares' 111 a conscious state ? 
Stin there is no

'1C hno'vs quite a lot about what happens after

f^t'hen we die we pass beyond the realm where our 
t y p in g s  of time of “ then,” and “ now,” obtain. 
1>jG Pass into the eternal “  now ”  in which God dwells. 
8r at transcendence of the category of time our minds 
i„C ?t present incapable of comprehending. We must 
C itabl.v think of the dead as “  going before ”  us. 

We must have confidence that, in some way past our«Ut

^standing, that does not mean that they arc waiting 
Pain fil l . .i. .,., + ,’1 onrl npnnlfi i/witi

. ,s 'n his family of heaven. That, I take it, is what 
% . expressed in the doctrine of the general resurrection

„gainful suspense until we and all God’s people join

r .............
Unb we gather the reverend gent.’s meaning— the 

°t a °r “  saved ”  are put in cold storage, and the bad 
"«saved ”  in h o t!

^cv. Davidson Brown blurts out the truth con- 
k c "S some professional evangelists, though lie refuses 
lhat ’"'«it these as a class. There is no doubt, he says, 

‘je professional evangelist is under suspicion :—
B Giere is certainly much dissatisfaction at some of the 
Ojelhods of calculating and publishing results. The 
^repancy that often exists between the actual facts 
tf‘cl ■. the flamboyant reports in the Press, does more 

e"lt to the imagination than to the veracity of the

writers. And it is high time that some stand should 
be made against the exorbitant fees charged by some 
of these wandering evangelists. To sit and listen, as 
we sometime have to do, to one of these gentry, speak­
ing in dulcet tones and oozing prosperity as he speaks, 
urging his ministerial brethren to greater self-sacri­
fices, is an exercise in Christian patience.

Bits of truth keep on leaking out. Even our parsons 
seem to be getting infected with the paganly frank 
spirit of the age. In course of time we shall no doubt 
be able to compile, from parsonic sources, complete con­
firmation of most of the criticism of evangelists and 
evangelism that has been printed in our columns. By 
the way, what a debt the Churches owe to the Free­
thinker for hints 011 how their teachings, worship, 
methods, and also Christian ideals and character, can be 
purified! -----

It has been left for “ All Quiet on the Western Front” 
to be denounced by the Rev. Joseph Shepherd at Isling­
ton Chapel. Popular preachers, gravelled for matter, 
catch at topical items in the same way that drowning 
men clutch at straws. It has been— short skirts, bobbed 
hair, lip-stick, Sunday motoring— all has drifted into 
the pulpit for subjects, and the use of such subjects 
plainly indicates that the preacher has no business of 
his own to mind. In the war, there were language and 
actions of almost unspeakable horror and bestiality 
when the Christian nations were engaged in the jolly' 
and madness of extermination. If a cool record of facts 
to-day is disgusting to read, the Rev. Joseph Shepherd, 
by adding two and two together, ought to know what 
physical torture was undergone in a fight supported by 
him and his Christian colleagues. And in the mean­
time, the Rev. Joseph Shepherd can either close down 
on the subject of the brotherhood of man, or hand it 
over to the safer keeping of soldiers.

Sir Farquliar Buzzard, Regius Professor of Medicine 
at Oxford, has been blowing the gaff about the unpopu­
larity of doctors, but with his views we are not con­
cerned in this paper. It is claimed that all the material 
facts about a common cold are known. Now this 
humility on the part of medical practitioners shows up 
rather badly' against the colossal knowledge of religious 
medicine-men who can tell us ad infinitum, where the 
soul goes when the human being dies. Perhaps it may 
be explained, that the doctors pretentions can be verified 
by results. -----

It is perhaps too much to hope for reliable data in 
newspapers concerning foreign affairs. The trouble in 
Jerusalem between the Jews and the Arabs may be, for 
various reasons, cast in a religious mould. A religious 
quarrel involving the Jews would be of especial interest 
to Roman Catholic policy'. An item of information 
comes to light to the effect that Arab Nationals are 
suffering from injustices in the law courts. Sir John 
Chancellor, the High Commissioner, will have the best 
wishes of all good men in remedying such injustices, 
now that the sensation-mongers of the press have other 
eye-blinding garbage.

Sir Charles Trevelyan says : “  In the humblest home 
a man may call the master spirits of the world his 
friends, if he has books.”  For the benefit of a certain 
kind of chapel habitue we add the following. The 
master spirits of the world cannot be discovered in books 
such as the Holy Bible, essays by popular preachers, 
and novels of the tyrpe produced by the Rev. Joseph 
Hocking.

According to a scholastic weekly, most of the credit 
for the “  solemn and dignified religious ceremonies ”  in 
London which commemorated Catholic Emancipation is 
due to the Roman Catholic school children. Poor k id s! 
Drilled, dressed up, and paraded to help a Roman 
Catholic advertising stunt. Father, forgive them, for 
they knew not what they d id ! One can understand why 
Catholic priests favour mass production in regard to pro­
creation. Quantity is more useful than quality to the 
Holy Romancing Church.

There is an old saying— not always justified byr fact—  
that you can’t keep a good man down. It is equally dilli-
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cult to always keep the truth down, or to prevent a lie 
being found out. It will be remembered that Professor 
Huxley, who had ceased to believe in the Bible and God, 
invented the am bigjous and irrelevant term Agnostic to 
protect himself in one direction, and elaborated an ex­
cuse for keeping the Bible in the schools to guard him­
self in the other. Christians of the more advanced— and 
artful— type were not slow to avail themselves of the 
excuse about the Bible. They became greatly concerned 
about keeping literature. Which only meant they din’d 
care a brass farthing on what ground the Bible was kept 
in the school, so long as it was kept there.

We are, therefore, glad to see the bubble of the Bible 
as literture being pricked by the Rev. Dr. F. C. Bur- 
kitt, Professor of Divinity, of Cambridge. He says it is 
important to remember that those who accepted the 
Bible in a religious sense did so “  because it was be­
lieved to be essentially true,”  and he hits the nail on the 
head thus :—

I venture to think that the plea for continuing to 
teach the Bible to coming generations, on the ground 
that it is splendid literature is beside the mark. Either 
there is a real sense in which we can say that the Bible 
is true, and helps us to get at truth in a way that noth­
ing else can, or it will drop out of use. I do not think 
that the literary parts of the Bible will keep it alive if 
it be not uniquely useful in some other way.

These remarks were made in connexion with the meet­
ings of the Modern Churchmen’s Conference at Cam­
bridge, and they are worth remembering. Nine-tenths 
of the gush about the literary value of the Bible, when 
made by non-Christians is an expression of fear of 
Christian bigotry, and when made by Christians just so 
much humbug. But if Christians— even of the broad 
type— get blurting out the truth in this way, some of 
the Churches will have to turn themselves into cinema 
shows.

Everyman has been publishing some letters from its 
readers on the topic of religion for the young. In its 
issue for October 3, there appears one from “  K . T. 
Catford,”  who writes as an Agnostic, but as one who 
ought never to have left a Methodist Chapel, and ought 
to join the Salvation Army at once. l ie  says :—

At the age of nineteen I began to doubt the creation 
story; at twenty I lost my faith in the dividity of Jesus 
Christ; at twenty-three I could no longer affirm the 
existence of God, and now at twenty-five I find myself 
a convinced Agnostic faced with a lifetime of uncer­
tainty, and all the mental agony involved therein.

We wondered how many there might be of this type, 
and how many there might be in this horrible conditiuo. 
So we set to work with a youngster of our acquaintance, 
aged nine.

By dint of much careful questioning we managed to 
extract the following— the precise language is ours :—  

At four I began to doubt whether angels watched 
round my bed at night. At five I began to have serious 
doubts of Santa Claus, at six my doubts extended to 
fairies, at seven I could no longer say with certainty 
that my daddy could get fine weather by asking for it, 
and now I am faced with uncertainty, and would give 
all my marbles and my whole stock of plasticine to get 
mv early beliefs restored.

I could only express m y sorrow to the kiddie, and very 
much regret that K .T .’s beliefs should ever have been 
disturbed. I am surprised he ever got on as he has got.

On the occasion of the ceremony of the union of the 
principal Scottish Churches, the K ing sent a message of 
his love for the Church of Scotland, and his determina­
tion to uphold the cause of Presbyterianism in Scotland. 
This was quite constitutional and proper. In Scotland 
the King, as a constitutional monarch upholds Presby­
terianism. In England lie upholds Episcopalianism. In 
India he leaves all religions severely alone. This side 
of the border the K ing is an Episcopalian. The other 
side of the border he is legally a Presbyterian. This 
is all quite right and proper, the K ing is only carrying 
out loyally his contract with the people. But does it 
not show what an elaborate piece of humbug religion 
is in the modern State? And all the time the King, for 
all one knows may not believe in the Church of Eng­

, 19-9

t v
land or the Church of Scotland. Where a n'a'Jan (,t 
pressed opinions are settled for him, no one 
certain of what his real ones are.

Sir John Rcitli is reported as saying to a pious ga

i n g , , r  that re
It was one of the principles of the B.B.L. rf t̂t 

ligion should have its place in the programing- ,o0{
-  • than tify.

ha(1 
no

was more outerv at the start about religion
particularlyalmost anything else. But it was 

ing to know that in regard to religion the B.ffC-
Almostnow the overwhelming support of listeners. **- . coni- 

part of the programmes had received more Kclicr't0 the 
mendation or was more generally acceptable

Yet, and this was the point, the Pc0P e.' n it 
have asked for it if the B.B.C. had not ^

to them first. Sir John urged that people who dcS1̂  
appreciate religious and educational elements

the

programmes should let it be known by voice 
Three-fourths of wireless listeners, we can safe? , 
never trouble the churches nor buy a religious „[
Yet we are asked to believe that the religious p° of
B.B.C. programmes is the most generally accept3  ̂^ 
all the items. If this be true, surely there’s no 11Ĉ  
Sir John Keith to run about urging pious people  ̂
the B.B.C. they want broadcast religion? ^ol*  ̂
that Sir John does not ask the general public . 
whether or not they desire religion in the prog®
1-Ie urges the pious to write saying they want it-

Mr. W. Baton, of the International Missionary, CoU«c"il
cietysays that one of the great changes in modern

the world-wide increasing zeal for education, D ■ .
be seen here, on the Continent, and in America. ‘ ‘ ,.ct, . . .  . . . .

Along with that there goes this very impor■ taut 
in 811 aft

that the place of religion in education is at least 11 ^
countries in the gravest possible jeopardy. A®er?c‘ kiff

theexample, has made up its mind that it prefers to 
ize the national education on a secular basis, am1 _ 
Far East America’s example is stronger than ‘ tl,c

This, thinks Mr. Paton, is a fact demand®.- ¡t
’ * iiibt

teff5' 
icoW’

Churches’ immediate attention. We have no <1°" 
will get that attention. A  threat to their trade ®
never fails to bring priests and parsons into c°a (jr 
however much they may be squabbling over 
mental religious beliefs.

tc
Apropos of the reunion of the Scottish Churches» 

ligious journal says :—  j-lfsi
It is a splendid augury for the future that tJlC j« 

great task to which the unified Church will .sc. V f  t* 
that of winning the living allegiance to Christ ^ 
million men and women in Scotland who have 
Church connexion at all, and of strengthening Chris 
education in all its aspects.

As a counter-blast to pious effort, Scots who have fifll ^  
with the Churches should make a concerted effort t° flli 
their land from stupid kirk-imposed restriction3̂ ],, 
human liberty, especially such as operate on the >

bath‘ . ----  . . tfe"
Dr. Jane W alker declares that the modern girl

and sensibly dressed, and that the present short • 
is graceful, beautiful, and useful. We shudder to 1 
what .St. Paul and the Early Christian Fathers 
have said about the girl and the s k ir t!

As Ford Sankey has resigned the Chairmanship ’ ]c, 
Council on Broadcast Adult Education, Dr. . pee.

. . o f f
Te® f ’Act-

Archbishop of York, has consented to take this 0 )̂C 
One may be certain that, while in this position> ^  
Archbishop w ill lie unlikely to forget the duty he .¡, 
to his religion. This is, to see that nothing antogn jt 
to religion is broadcast, and the everything helpf® 
will get a hearing.

A Lord Mayor said recently that “  thorough lcil 
is the beginning of a sound education; it is n° 
whole of it .”  He might have added that one pro0 ' ^r

niin?
tl'c

of*

sound education is the possession of some capacity 
independent thinking. There would have been n° 
in adding that, when the parson insists on religion  ̂ 0t- 
taught in the schools, he is not concerned about p10 te 
ing that capacity. On the contrary, lie is well 3 ^  
that anything encouraging this capacity, makes aL 
ance of his professional dope less likely.
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National Secular Society Sugar Plums.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are 
legally controlled by Trust Deed, and those w ^  
to. benefit the Society by gift or bequest J  

complete confidence that any money 
"bl be properly administered and expen e

"bbe following form of bequest ^ —
anyone who desires to benefit the Soaety y

1 hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particu- 
J?rs of legacy), free of all death duties, to the 
Trustees of the National Secular Society for all or 
\ny of the purposes of the Trust Deed of the said 
Society, and I direct that a receipt signed by two
7  the trustees of the said Society shall be a good 
disch

Anv
arge to my executors for the said legacy.

■ ts 'Y .information concerning the Trust Deed and 
a Ininistration may be had on application.

TO COREESPONDENTS.

We received, the other day, a letter containing a 
postal order for tickets for the debate between Mr. 
Cohen and Mr. Shaw Desmond. The letter was acci­
dentally destroyed, before the address had been taken. 
If the sender will be good enough to send us his name 
and address the tickets shall be forwarded at once.

Mr. Cohen commences his winter lectures with a 
visit to Manchester, on October 20. l ie  will lecture 
twice in the Chorlton Town Hall, and we hope that 
Manchester friends will do their best to bring their 
Christian acquaintances to the meeting. The following 
Sunday (October 27), Mr. Cohen will speak in the Pie- 
ton Hall, Liverpool. During the four .Sundays in 
November, he will deliver a course of four lectures on 
“  The New Materialism,”  in the Secular Hall, Humber- 
stone Gate, Leicester. His first lecture in London this 
season will be at the .Stratford Town Hall, on Decem­
ber 1.

Fil*TSlXK:
S»

KER E xhowmkxt T rust.—W. McKee, 10s. 

■ U<p— Capital! See “ Sugar Plums.”

Ashworth,—We agree with you that the public are
to hi;
, öobbl,

anie for the apathy shown to the way the priests
the schools. We do what we can to stir up

ought to be active but we cannot compel them

J. ,
'.Moxd— Pleased vou like whaa?e

"ith

\\

hat we had to say on marri- 
and divorce. The whole question would be settled 

n . ease but for religion. When so-called reformers 
"111° coura£e 1° make a direct attack on religion they 

move more rapidly than they do at present.

( Cott,ixs.—We are doing what we can at this end. If 
'eil(ls throughout the country would lend a hand, much•Hon

S.
e could be done.

Wh.Sox.—We never said that the Freethinker was the
b̂lest Freethouglit paper in the world, hut that it was 

eldest Freethought paper in Europe. The oldest in 
¡ ‘e ,'vorld is the New York Truthseeker. That has passedUs Jubilee. We achieve ours in 1931.

A
re, Freethinker"  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
re/ rn' Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

Ported to this office.
A f v

Str„.V ‘oua  ̂ Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon

Ae
r°et: London, E.C.4-

Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon 
eet- London, E.C.4.

He* n1 le services of the National Secular Society in con- 
*iu ‘°-n Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 
ft "potions should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 

■ Rosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

0, f°r literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
ani le Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4, 

n°t to the Editor.

"'ie

*ll
Jfeques and Postal Orders should be made payable to

, i he
crhenivcll Branch.

Cj Pioneer Press,’ ’ and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,

ft ‘f e notices must reach 6t Farringdon Street, London, 
Lis'1' by t,le first Post on Tuesday, or they will not be 

erted.

b ^ s wl,o send 11s newspapers would enhance the favour 
the passages to which they wish us to call

le»tlon.

“dd;£rs for the Editor of the "  Freethinker “  should be 
rcsscd to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

‘ Freethinker ’ ’ will be forwarded direct from the pub- 
0 Un£ office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) : — 

e year,' 15/-; half, year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

Ae

“  No More War ”  reports a curious justification of its 
broadcasting military tattoos. It says that Broadcast­
ing must necessarily reflect all aspects of national life, 
even in the ease of opinions with which the B.B.C. may 
disagree. It says “  We have to keep our fingers upon 
the pulse of public life here at Savoy H ill, and we must 
not exclude important aspects of it simply because they 
are controversial.”  E xcellent!! But bearing in mind 
the amount of time given to religion, we wonder when 
the B.B.C. will discover that there are others beside 
Christians in the country, and invite a full-blown antag­
onist to Christianity to put his views before the public ? 
Perhaps that will happen when Freethinkers become 
still more persistent than they have been of recent 
years. We fancy that tlic agitation which we initiated 
some years ago has had some effect. If it is sustained it 
may drive the B.B.C. into something like fair play to 
all opinion. We live in revolutionary times, and none 
can tell what may happen.

We are glad to hear that Mr. Rosetti had two very 
good meetings at Failsworth on Sunday last, and that 
his lectures were greatly appreciated by those present. 
There were many friends from Manchester. Selections 
were given by the Society’s band and choir, and the 
collections augured well for the season’s work, which is 
just commencing. To-day (October 14) Mr. Rosetti will 
lecture in the Secular Hall, Humberstone Cate, 
Leicester. His subject is “  Where are the Gods.”  The 
lecture will commence at 6.30.

With reference to our notes in another column dealing 
with the Schoolmaster and the statement that teachers 
stood for religious instruction and feared the 
effects of secular education. We suggest that the 
editor should look over his own columns occasionally, 
for in the same issue in which he replies to us is an 
announcement of an amendment in favour of Secular 
Education moved at a conference of teachers. The 
amendment was lost, but we understand the number 
against was not very great. For one reason or another 
a very large number of teachers would welcome the dis­
appearance of religion from the schools. The teacher 
who cannot do his work without religion ought to give 
up his job. He is in the wrong place.

The real history of mankind -is that of the slow ad­
vance of resolved deed following laboriously just 
thought : and all the greatest men live in their purpose 
and effect more than it is possible for them to live in 
reality.— John Ruskin.
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A n In fide l Pope.

M an y  tales have been woven round the myth of the 
Wandering Jew. What, the origin of the legend was 
is unknown. Briefly, it is to the effect that a Jew 
named Kartophilos was the door-keeper of the Judg­
ment Hall, and, as Jesus passed out, struck him say­
ing, “  Go, Jesus, go on faster,”  to which Christ re­
plied, “  I go, but thou shalt tarry till I come again.”

Assuming the incident for the purposes of their 
story, My First Two Thousand Years, the Autobio­
graphy of the Wandering Jew, George Sylvester 
Viereck and Paul Eldridge have woven a most en­
trancing romance; but one, be it said, not intended for 
babes and sucklings. It can, however, be thoroughly 
recommended to Freethinkers, and, for this reason, 
I venture to give them a taste of it.

It is a matter of speculation, and of doubt, whether 
Popes, Cardinals, and other sophisticated members of 
the Roman hierarchy, really believe the dogmas of 
their church, since they should know, better than any­
one, how they came to be invented. Thus the views 
of Pope Alexander V I (Rodrigo Borgia), who bribed 
his way to the Papacy, are of interest, as supposed to 
have been related to the Wandering Jew. Following 
is an abridgment of the conversation.

The Wandering Jew assumes the character of 
“  Count de Cartaphile,”  bearing with him no less a 
relic than the Holy Grail, a “  fake,”  of course, but 
nevertheless a magnificent specimen of oriental work­
manship.

His Holiness was sitting at a long table whose 
massive legs were carved in the shape of young bulls, 
the coat of arms of the Borgias. A  large copy of the 
Decameron, illuminated and encrusted, occupied the 
centre of the table.

The Pope asked : “  Are you indeed the great grand­
son of Count de Cartaphile?”

“  I am, Your Holiness— this is the very armour he 
wore when he delivered the Holy Tomb from the 
hands of the Infidels.”

The Pope nodded. But something about his lips 
told me that he was sceptical. I liked him for it, fore­
seeing an interesting mental skirmish such as I had 
not enjoyed for a century.

“  I have brought with me the Holy Grail, the cup 
out of which our Saviour drank at the Last Supper. 
My ancestor kept it hidden in a secret vault, which 
no one could unlock save he who lived a life that 
was truly Christ-like. Seven years, Holy Father, I 
spent in prayer and fasting. One morning the vault 
miraculously opened by itself. The glory of it made 
me swoon. When I regained consciousness, the Holy 
Cup, filled to the brim with red wine, was in my 
hand. I drank it, and my body which had been 
emaciated from starvation, suddenly felt lithe and 
powerful as a youth’s.”

Alexander continued to smile enigmatically. “  It 
is well to live a Christian life, and the rewards are 
many and great. May I see the Holy Grail, Count?”

The cup was a fine piece of Eastern workmanship—  
jade, studded with emeralds. The Pope fondled it in 
his plump hands . . .

“  It is indeed beautiful, Count . . .”
He placed the Holy Grail upon the Decameron.
“  Your Holiness, the Holy Grail is not only beauti­

ful. It possesses miraculous power. Anyone drink­
ing a drop of wine out of it, or merely touching it 
with his lips, regains youth and strength.”

The Pope raised the cup to his lips.
“  Provided,”  I continued, “  his life be as pure and 

undefiled as a child’s.”
”  Of course,”  he smiled, replacing the cup upon the

table. , , .

The Pope asked the Wandering Jew who he is. 
“ I am the true descendant of Count de Cat tap1 

who saved the tomb.”  .1
“  That is a fairy tale, and I am inclined to t 

that you are aware of it.”
His perspicacity pleased and astonished me • • ’
“  Count, it is better to make the people^,be1  ̂

than to believe oneself . . . Who are you? 
ander reiterated.

‘ ‘ Iam  Count de Cartaphile, Your Holiness.
He shook his head. “  I know the genealogy ° ’ ^  

Holy Roman Empire. There never was a Coun 
Cartaphile except, of course, in the legends o 
Church . . .  A  man who fasts for seven years 0t 
prays incessantly as— Count de Cartaphile— worn 
offer the Holy Grail to Alexander the Sixth- 
would declaim hoarsely against a Pope who nej 
fasts nor prays. He would not understand at al 
difference between a religious faith and a gh?3 
government.”

“  Is not faith the supreme tenet of the Church- 
He struck the table w ith his fist. “  N o!”
“  N o !”  he repeated. “  The Roman Emph'e P1  ̂

pered without a special religion. Greece flouris ^ 
on scepticism. What is needed is a strong hand a 

cool head. Life is not an affair of prayer and Ja 
ing, Count. If we followed the example of the Sa111 
we would be barefooted, ragged and ignorant.’ _

“  It is not a question of this world, Your Holn'V^ 
but of the next. What shall it profit a man if he Sa 
the whole world and lose his soul?”

“  Tut, tut! The soul? What is the soul? • • j 
The soul is an illusion engendered by man’s fc£U ,| 
death. The sane man squeezes out of the earth 
the pleasures it is capable of offering. 
diem l" . . .

The Pope continued : j)C
“  The cup is too exquisite for the coarse lips °li: ij 

multitude, but the Church needs money. We s 1 j 
remember your deed and weave a beautiful 
about the myth of your ancestor. Posterity could 
no more— even for Jesus.”

“  But Jesus was not a myth, Your Holiness!’ ?I> 
“  You believe in the historical existence of JcSllS' 

the Pope asked with unconcealed amazement.
“  Of course, Holy Father.”
He laughed. “ Have you never heard of 

Hindu god Krishna? Is not Krishna— Christ?
“  But Jesus, Holy Father, actually existed, 

was crucified and . . . ”
“  And resurrected too?”
I gazed open-mouthed at the Vicar of Christ, >'c 

ing to be entrapped.
“ His birth and his existence,”  the Pope cah11 ■

tb«1

Itc

JUS'

continued, “  arc as true as his death and resurrect11̂  
The cross itself is a priapic symbol worshipped h

aftef
dreds of years before Jesus. What warrant have 
of Christ’s life? The gospels, written centuries a 
his supposed death, arc a compilation of preposte1 _ 
nonsense that even a child, allowed to think fi'eC' .

The Roirl3could puncture and ridicule with ease.
w riters of the period, addicted to gossip and exagg£
tion as they were, and ready to pounce upon 
picturesque incident, never allude to Jesus. Josepih«5’

eU'the most meticulous of historians, ignores him 
tirely. Whatever mention of him is found in the D . 
editions of his books, is a clumsy and all too evh 
interpolation.”  ¡i

Your Holiness, can a legend subsist within 
basis of fact?”  .

Imagination is a great architect. The .v,
material suffices for a magnificent structure. ¿¡c
can a philosopher accept the multitudinous conW  ̂
tions of the Holy Book ? How can he accept an r 
surdity as colossal as the Trinity?.”
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Africa ' U?.led' “ There is a tribe in the jungle of 
the irjQti" **1 a tr‘unc divinity. The father is a man, 
is as r„,Rr a caincl> the son a parrot. Their religion 

Rational as ours . . . ”
■ I*p,3 'cScnd enough to uphold the Church?” 

EnipjreC ^urch is an organization, Count— a vast 
‘"an js’ <jomP°sed largely of children. The average 
i?I>les anH?yS * child- For his good, we invent 
Thus t].n( e®enĉ s and promises, ridiculous and vain, 
case tho r âvour'te few may cultivate in peace and 

Tli arts and philosophies . . .”
? /  P»» continued:

^  'v°uld have fared much better if infidels had 
Hey , 1 0Ver the Council of Nicsea. What a mess 
Putej it, Count! The bigoted Bishops dis-
Passioj,311 , " ranSlcd and fought, and in their blind 
f°Utrai’- Uley never realized that they included two 
They ,Ktor-v genealogies of Jesus in the gospels! 
B e ^ 10" *  have edited either Luke’s or Matthew’s. 
Halid S’ .the attcmPt to trace the descent of Jesus to 
CePtiou lrougb Joseph, makes the immaculate con- 

1 <>r thc. PreP°sterous. Jesus is either the Son of God, 
the Sa] tScendant of David. How' can lie be both at 
file YjUe time ? . . . You are surprised, Count, that 
should1 Christ does not believe in Him ? Why 

(W]111 a ^°Pe r’se superior to his profession?”
Itood 110t. indeed? We are inclined to think that a 
ip t,lcnia»y priests, other than Popes, have so risen, 

f̂ist -Sense being well aware that the story of 
1, ls a tissue of “  preposterous nonsense.” )

V ly Pat'lcr, is this thc reward for . . . ?”  The 
"I,, tin ted to the Holy Grail, 

e u'«  we shall make you a beautiful legend. 
Pitictya S s'lad read Classes for your soul . . .  for 
b a]) .llllle years. No one may live who has listened
n0; iavf tol<1 y°u ”

Pf |,js tllc Wandering Jew escapes, and the narrative 
,Jiit f() llrtbcr adventures, I leave my readers to find 
iipilbieniselves, with the assurance that they will 

'tell worth while.
E. J. L asiei,.

D ad E xp la in s .

,, a common ucnei 111 religions r j.cacuci
a' he didn’t care much what one believed so 

one did believe. All religions have a com-

\
's a common belief in religions? Teacher

a "  '\Lls.
{j, as's> be said. 

l-ViSf' All the most wide-spread religions, the 
. Ificĵ <iu feligion, the Mohammedan or the Jewish, 
;||?S) jCl1" be distinguished by their rituals and teach- 

,.ave at the bottom one common basis. This is 
y in a god, in a soul and in another world bc- 

'■ s0)1 bs. Yet the god in the ease of the Christian 
W ^ 'i n g  unique and in treble form, in the case of 
bvc ° lannnedan lie is Allah who sits in the seventh 

°̂r 'be Jews lie is Jehovah, who once fought 
V '  'heir ancestor, Jacob. But all these religions 
% it°UC cotnmon basis— not the one your teacher 

"hich they speak of as god. They mean a 
'Tld s"Pcniatural power. This power rules all the 

V a ‘ ^bis power is not a part of nature but
Hgi0/"g beyond nature. On the other hand some 
'orytj ,s People believe that he is to be found in 
' P ’’"g and everywhere at the same time. God 
l<: cai) r"  they believe. He is everywhere although 
\<jCrnot appear in any particular place and can’t 
k| I, "bout. Still some apologetic believers say lie 

that is contrary to the laws that govern!k„‘tCn"se all
\fl’re as you are learning in yonr science class.

<:'bes up space: even the smallest amount of 
Up a certain amount. The material 

'll1 be perceived, We can hear sounds, see ob­

jects, smell, touch and feel objects and distinguish 
tastes. Yet there exists something, “  God,”  and not 
only exists but rules over all that exists. Also this 
god created everything on earth and as the jewel of 
all, made man. The believers assert that everything 
comes from god, beautiful weather or rain, good and 
bad harvests, floods and earthquakes, war and revolu­
tions, counter-revolutions— in a word everything 
which exists in nature and human society. The 
orthodox Christians pray every day for God to keep 
them from hunger, earthquakes and floods, for good 
weather, for peace and so on.

But how do their prayers reach him, Dad?
Ha, now ! Don’t set me conundrums. You’d 

better ask your teacher. Jesus says in the New Testa­
ment, that without God’s knowledge not a hair of 
man’s head shall fall out. (Upward glance of young 
inquirer towards pa’s bald pate.) The Koran, which 
is the Mohammedan’s holy book says that God rules 
both earth and heaven. He is the point in which 
everything is concentrated (xxiv. 42). Religions teach, 
you see, that man has two separate parts to his body—  
a body and a soul. The soul rules the body in the 
same way as god rules the world. It is the soul which 
thinks, apprehends and wishes. It is the governor of 
the body, and is responsible for the body’s actions 
even when these are bad.

But why should God want to make bad things 
happen, Dad?

Now don’t confuse me. Let me finish one thing at 
a time. After death thc soul leaves the body and 
takes up its lodgings in another world. When it gets 
there it has to undergo an examination into its past 
life and actions : it is then sent to heaven or hell. In 
hell there is undying fire, and one can hear bewailing 
and gnashing of teeth. So at least teach thc 
Christian, Mohammedan and Jewish religions.

Now, over the other side of the world live people 
when Christians especially believe are very godless, 
but actually these people have many religions suited 
to themselves. Of these, Buddhism is one of the 
most widespread. Now it is often said that Buddhism 
is a religion without god, and that Buddhism does not 
recognize the supernatural.

Is that right, Dad? Teacher says they pray to 
idols.

Hm. So do Christians and Mohammedans and 
others. Buddhism, however, does not deny god’s 
existence but teaches that this life on this earth goes 
on in its own way without interference from God. 
You have to earn your future joys in Buddhism. 
Buddha, however, is credited with all the wonderful 
miracles that have been credited to Jesus or Moham­
med, and amongst thc ordinary people supernatural 
powers are believed to take a hand in affairs.

Could Buddha do miracles like Jesus, Dad?
Yes. He was believed to be a holy man. For in­

stance, let 11s take the legend of his birth. He wa9 
born of a virgin mother. His mother stood under a 
tree at the hour of his birth and felt no pain. The 
child was forbidden by sages to bathe in the Kuro. 
Rain, first warm, then cold, gave him his first bath. 
The child began to walk immediately and spoke like 
a learned man. Such were his first few hours of life.

Buddhism recognizes the existence of the soul 
although its teaching about this is vague and confused.
1 lie soul docs not die with man’s body, but according 

to its owner’s merits it flies to a new home : into some 
animal’s body or into a new-born baby. The worse 
it has behaved in the past, the more lowly the animal 
it enters. There you see religion conflicts with science 
again. What is a lowly animal?) The more primi­
tive people who believe in Buddhism however, have 
mixed it with their former beliefs, just as the early 
pagans did in Europe, pnt] now believe that demons
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and gods take a hand in all things, and that man must 
try to please them by prayer and gifts.

But we do that, Dad, here in England!”
Yes, of course. So you see then that all religions 

including Buddhism believe in some supernatural 
power on which man can rely for help, or which ex­
plains the origin of the universe.

A  loud blowing on the horn of a motor-cycle outside 
called the boy away for a joy-ride.

L. CORINNA.

Dolet.

(Continued from page 636.)

T h is  citadel of orthodoxy is associated in history 
with three notable heretics, Bruno, Vanini, and Vol­
taire. Mr. Christie does not seem to be aware that 
Giordano Bruno reached Toulouse in the middle of 
the year 1577, after his flight from Geneva and the, 
tender mercies of Calvin’s disciples, and was there 
elected Public Lecturer to the University, an office 
which he filled with great success until 1579, when 
he sought a wider sphere in Paris. During these two 
years there must have been a lull of intolerance, or 
Bruno’s scepticism in such a city would have cer­
tainly cost him his life.

Vanini was burnt alive at Toulouse, on the Place 
St. Etienne, February 19, 1619. Mr. Christie as­
signs a different date, 1618, and a different spot, the 
Place de Salins. And he does not allude to one 
atrocious circumstance of Vanini’s martydom. Be­
fore being burnt alive the sentence of the Court was 
that his tongue should be cut out, and as he was 
obstinate at the stake, his tongue had to be plucked 
out with pincers!

A t Toulouse, in 1762, Jean Calas was condemned 
to be broken cn the wheel. It was this ecclesi­
astical murder which proved the grand humanity of 
Voltaire, and gave him an opportunity of standing 
forth before the whole civilized world as the daunt­
less champion of justice. Voltaire’s vindication of 
Calas was one of the finest achievements of modern 
history. It taxed all his wonderful powers, his 
generosity, his logic, his persuasiveness, his match­
less finesse, and his preternatural energy.

The populace of Toulouse I11 Dolet’s age were 
“  what the spiritual pastors had made them.”  The 
Reformation was ridiculed in the most sacred part of 
the Cathedral, where a carved figure of a pig was 
placed, with the inscription, Calvin pore prechant,—  
pig Calvin preaching. “  If,”  says Mr. Christie, 
“  rain was desired, the statues of the saints were re­
moved from their places and carried in procession 
through the city. If a flood was threatened, 
prayers were addressed to the river itself, and a cross 
was placed beneath its waves.”  The church bells 
never ceased ringing, the people were surrounded 
with crucifixes, holy pictures, and relics, and, as an 
orthodox modern historian says, “  the whole life of 
an inhabitant of Toulouse was a perpetual confession 
of the Catholic faith.”

Soon after his arrival, Dolet witnessed his first 
auto-da-fe. He saw Jean dc Cartruce burnt at the 
stake in June, 1532. The greater Rabelais was com­
posing the first book of his Pantagruel at this time, 
and he gives the martyr a niche in his immortal 
pages. He also satirizes the pious city wherein the 
deed was wrought : “  From thence Pantagruel came 
to Toulouse, where he learned to dance very well and 
to play with the two-handed sword, as the fashion 
of the scholars of the said university is. But he 
stayed not long there when he saw that they stuck

not to burn their regents alive like red herrings, sap
ing, Now God forbid that I should die this death,
for I am by nature dry enough alieady, with011
being heated any further.”

Dolct viewed the state of Toulouse with great fa
dignation, which he lost no time in expressing' 'J
the 9th of October, 1533, he was unanimous'
chosen “  imperator ”  by the French students.
first oration is said to “  possess little that is worth
of our attention.”  But his second oration was m°r,j
important. He alluded to Jean de Cartruce, an(
branded his execution as a murder; he declared thj1
the city was “  given over to superstition worthy ^
of the lu rk s  and he boldly questioned its right

impose its notions of Christianity on all men.
enemies used these passages against him, and earl) "
January, 1534, lie found himself in prison. 1
imprisonment was not of long duration, but it
the beginning of all his misfortunes. During the &- time5
maining thirteen years of his life he was five 
imprisoned, and nearly half his days were fcpe° ( 
confinement. Well does M. Boulmier remark 
Dolet’s harangue laid the first faggot of the 
pile on which, thirteen years later, he was to be 
sumed. ^

Late in May or early in June, 1534, Dolet bas 
left Toulouse to avoid a second arrest. Ue ^ 
suffering from a fever, probably brought 0,1 ̂  ^

10mental anxiety, and he retired to a friend’s h°115 
the country, partly to conceal himself, and par )̂)5, 
recruit his health while he shaped his future V 

Towards the end of July he set out for b> 
where he arrived on the first of August, worn °j( j,f 
body and mind. “  When I reached Lyon5’ e 
afterwards wrote to De Boysonne, “  I had no j, 
of restoration to health, and even despaired 0 
life.”

ifl
Lyons was then, perhaps, the most liberal C1 ^  

France. It afforded far more intellectual b cC ,(| 
than Paris, and many persecuted scholars 
thinkers sought shelter within its walls. Rab i£fjl 
Marot, Servctus, Des Periers, all passed sc' 
years of their lives at Lyons between 1530 alld l55
wlidst Erasmus, Estienne, Pole, Sadolet. Calvin, ,. 1
Beza were frequent visitors 
founded the first of those 
France became afterwards

Here, it is said,
Academies for 
so famous.

wi»c;
But,

says Mr. Christie, “  it was not only by the PrcS jji- 
of men of letters and science that Lyons " ’aS t)>e 
tinguished in the sixteenth century, but also by jCd 
extraordinary activity of its press, which r i'J  ̂
that of Paris itself. Lyons was the second to'w ¡t 
France where the art of printing was exercised, 
achieved a greater distinction than Paris, inaSlI\ jn 
as from its presses issued the first books printc jl9t 
France in the French tongue.”  It was at L yOIlS „d

ldfGargantua and Pantagruel first saw the light
that Marot first printed his Enfcr as a cOX̂ ^  
edition of his works. On his restoration to a 
Dolet formed an acquaintance with several 0 ^  
leading men of letters in this city, am ongst'' 
was Rabelais himself. His acquaintance i #  
greatest Frenchman then living soon ripeneo 
intimacy and close friendship. jlC

Dolct now worked hard at his Commentaries 0,1 .¡t 
Latin T ongue, and early in October, 1534, ....„ tie11

of his w’ork. Before the middle of 1535 he had

........  f — e>“-> “ “ “  ‘ OJ'M ' . .MV‘‘
to Paris to obtain the royal licence for the pubj1 fC-

il$j
-----   ----  ir ------ — — -o ptlid
who had attacked the Ciceronians. M elancth°n ^2|jt
turned and published a Dialogue against ËraŜ I,1ji

< • on#11it the highest compliment by saying that “  lt: 
to be answered, if not by Erasmus, at least by- A <c\f 
one.”  It had a wide circulation, and it deds 
introduced his name to the world of letters.
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&  literary aspirations of Dolet and of all his

bei were at this time, however, in danger of
j"01"? baffled. King Francis was dreadfully worried 
by the seraphic doctors of the Sorbonne, who urged 
, m to make amends for his vicious life by persecuting 
°rctics and suppressing literature. On the 7 1̂' 

j Ue> 1533, the Sorbonne presented to the King at 
Jons, “ a memorial against heretical books, in 

'vhlch it was formally urged that if the King wished 
a Preserve the Catholic faith, which was already 
s*akeu a(- ps pase an(j stacked on all parts, he must 

°lish once and for ever by a severe edict the art of 
'/"'ting, which every day gave birth to dangerous 
, por a time these black gentry were foiled
3y Bud
'ceded.

e and Jean du Bellay, but in 1535 they suc- 
I '< ai'd the King on the 13th January, issued 
of pS 1)atent prohibiting and forbidding under pain 
p .eath, any persons from henceforth printing any 
jj: °r books in France, and at the same time ordcr- 
p a t bookseller’s shops to be closed under the same 
"as - ^iit ^ie °PP0's't;ion to this infamous edict 
j.j, s" great that it had to be withdrawn, and on the 
to j eBruary, the King “  directed the Parliament 
jH c 10°se twenty-four well qualified and prudent 
to ,?I1S’ out whom the King should select twelve, 
p, , lQm alone permission was to be given to print in 
f0, S| editions of needful and approved books, but 
siti K,ding even the twelve to print any new compo- 
,*> l,nder pain of death.”  The Parliament, how* 

l> again remonstrated, and the new letters patent 
^ ’"e inoperative.
?h,l0 1,0 circumstance which induced the King to yield 

tfj . le solicitations of the Sorbonne was in itself 
t0 a‘- In October, 1534, some placards were affixed 
H 10 walls of Paris, violently attacking the mass and 
a„j clergy. The Catholics were strongly incensed,
J|>d tf, me result was a more severe persecution of here- 

Pian Paris had ever before witnessed. From
t¡Q,
the ,
p 10rh of November, 1534, to the 5th of May, 1535, 
v^ity-two persons were burnt for heresy in the 
t0 jCc" Flaubert, and the King and the Court are said 
,vhlaVe. witnessed the most horrid of these spectacles, 
„ ere six heretics were burnt together, and the

"'as
it

s ‘ a kind of see-saw, with a heretic at one end

Ppado was first used. This delightful instrument 
'"vented by the priests. Mr. Christie describes

5i,(|Jlj"ded above a fire. He was allowed to descend 
3j, . J"rn for a short time, and was then drawn out 

and so on from time to time. By this means
Burning lasted much longer, the torment was 

UB more exquisite to the heretic, and the spec-
bi]

"inch more grateful to the pious spectators.”
lc doctor who invented the guillotine perished

its swift blade himself; and if these sweet 
l(lc'sts who invented the strappado had themselves 
tl)/1 slowly roasted to death, who would say that 

<',r doom was too severe?

5tjI)olet soon had the. first volume of his Connnent- 
rt->Cs ready for the press. In transcribing and cor- 
j^'tig it ]ie was assisted by Jean Bonavcnture Des- 
gj,tlers. whom Mr. Christie justly calls “  one of the 
t^atest names in the French literature of the six- 
; l"th century ”  His Cymbalum Mundi, publishedi„ -* century.
M *SS7-8, gave great offence to the Sorbonne. Its 
1,,,^ dialogues ostensibly satirized the Pagan deities, 
^  .'t was easily to be seen that the myths of the 
|Jor""ian religion were also glanced at. The Sor- 
p,""e condemned the book as blasphemous, and the 

"anient imprisoned Jean Morin, the printer, and 
4liJ".ed all liis copies that could be found. The 
k °~da-]e was so successful that only one copy isK"ov
'"el, v" to have survived. The Cymbalum Mundi is 

u|cd in the admirable edition of Desperiers, which 
°'Ve to the indefatigable bibliophile Jacob.

On the 21st of March, 1536, Dolet obtained! per­
mission to publish his Commentaries. The first
volume was issued in May. “  It is,”  says Mr. 
Christie, “  certainly one of the most important con­
tributions to Katin scholarship which the sixteenth 
century produced.”  The second volume followed 
two years and a half later. In the dissertations, 
Dolet “  seems to show that he had a presentiment 
and foreshadowing of his terrible fate. In one place 
he prays that his life may never depend on the sent­
ence of a judge; in another he confesses that he has 
no desire to die before his time, yet that he accom­
panies his devotion to letters with a constant medita­
tion on and recollection of death.”

While Dolet was labouring at these and other 
literary tasks, he appears to have spent his leisure 
not unjoyously. Mr. Christie writes: —

“ He was by no means an anchorite or an ascetic. 
No man more thoroughly enjoyed the society of 
literary men, nor was he averse in moderation to the 
pleasures of the table. He was poor, not because 
he saw any merit in poverty, but because he loved 
learning better than wealth. He despised all the 
ascetic virtues even while to a certain extent he 
followed some of them. Poverty, chastity, humility, 
obedience, indolent solitude, self-inflicted pain, were 
in themselves no virtues to him, any more than they 
were to Aristotle, Plato, or Cicero, any more than 
they were to Luther, or Erasmus, to Bembo or 
Rabelais. But there was one thing he more especi­
ally enjoyed, and which shows him to us in an un­
expected light. He was devotedly fond of music. 
‘ Music and harmony,’ he tells us ‘ are my sole en­
joyments. What is there more suited either for 
exciting or soothing the mind, what more fitted for 
allaying or extinguishing, or even rousing indigna­
tion ? What is there more efficacious for refreshing 
the jaded spirits of men of letters ? I care nothing 
for the pleasures of the table, or wine, of gambling, 
of love— at least I use them all in great moderation. 
But not so as regards music, which alone of all 
pleasures takes me captive, retains me, and dis­
solves me in ecstacy.’ ”

G. W. F oote.
(To be continued.)

The Old Skipper.

A n A ppreciation.

I w ish  it were possible to put into a few words my 
admiration of one who is known to many Freethinkers 
as “ The Old Skipper.”  But I trust that the little here 
said will help to mark my appreciation of one who has 
never sought public praise, but who has never failed to 
make whatever contribution his means and his energies 
permitted to the Freethought Cause.

Living in a religious atmosphere he has never hidden 
his opinions, to use his own expression, he has “ nailed 
his colours to the m ast,”  and like the grim old seadog 
he is, has defied any theological boarders to take them 
down. Never does he pass the Freethinker office with­
out looking in, hearty and cheerful, despite his eighty 
years, and as full of enthusiasm as may be for the cause 
lie loves. To know him is to love him, and the warm 
human touch about all he says, makes one feel the better 
for meeting him. lak e  many, he knows what it is to be 
ostracized by his relations, but still he keeps his brave 
old head up and his faith in the Cause undiminished.

The “ .Skipper,’! I regret to say, is now sick, but his 
mental faculties remain clear and strong. His one 
trouble is that his eyesight no longer permits him to 
read his Freethinker with ease, and that, lie says, does 
him more good than any medicine.

To me he stands as a strong brave character, uphold­
ing what he believes to be right and true, content with 
the reward that a consciousness of complete mental up­
rightness alone can give. Such men help to raise one’s 
estimate of human nature. F.V.S,
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C orrespondence.
To the E ditor of the “  F reethinker.”

AN HONOURABLE APOLOGY.
S ir ,— Honour where honour is due. The point of this 

observation will he seen in the sub-joined exchange of 
letters, Bayard S immons.

(1) “  To the Editor of the Daily Herald. Sir,—The 
Daily Herald has made a bad slip, which puts it on the 
level of ordinaiw capitalist papers, who exploit re­
ligious sentiment for circulation purposes. It reports 
to-day the sentence on a scamp who had defrauded poor 
people, and it heads the report ‘Atheist sent to 
Prison.’ Should Mr. Hatrv and associates be convicted 
on the serious charge they have to face— affecting many 
poor persons—will the Herald run a heading ‘ Christians 
sent to Prison’ ?— Bayard Simmons."

(2) “  To Mr. Bayard Simmons. Dear Sir,—I quite 
agree it was a bad slip, and I have taken steps to see 
that it does not recur. My apologies.— TP. H. Stevenson, 
Associate Editor.”

TH E SERAJEDO MURDER.
S ir ,— W ith reference to the inquiry of “ Curious,”  as 

to particulars of the assassination of the Archduke, he 
will find detailed information in a pamphlet entitled 
“  The Pope and the W ar,”  published, if I remember 
rightly, by The Protestant Truth Society, St. Paul’s 
Churchyard. Joseph Bryce.

TH E  KREUTZER SO N ATA.
S ir ,— I wish to thank “  A .M .”  for his kindly appre­

ciation of my articles, and I shall endeavour to deserve 
it.

“  A .M .”  says that he agrees with me, except when I 
fail “  to worship Thomas Paine.”  1 do not believe that 
any man, however good, or great, is worthy of worship; 
and no really great man would demand, or wish to be 
worshipped. For Paine the man I have the greatest 
admiration, but I object to his Age of Reason—-which 
is a Unitarian work, advocating belief in a Supreme 
Being— being circulated by Atheists. When I first be­
gan to turn toward Freethouglit, it was this work that 
delayed m y advance, for a considerable time, on the 
road to Atheism. W alter Mann.

Society News.

G LASG O W  SEC U LA R  SO CIETY.
T he new lecture season was successfully set going on 
.Sunday last by a Bradlaugh Sunday. Short addresses 
were delivered by the President, Mr. W. IP. MacEwan, 
Mr. W eir and Mr. Hale, dealing with different phases 
of Mr. Bradlaugh’s work and some of the outstanding 
events of his career. The attendance was good con­
sidering the vile weather, and we are looking out Eu­
an improvement on both for Sunday, October 13, when 
Mr. Weir is to speak on “  Eugenics.” — E.H.

T he week spent by Mr. G. Whitehead in the Darlington 
area yielded a series of six  sympathetic meetings, the 
very opposite in character to those addressed here last 
year. Instead of the noisy hostility of the previous 
occasion, each lecture was applauded, and the questions 
lacked the sting of former times. A ll the meetings 
passed off without any excitement. The weather was 
rainy on three of the evenings, and this would have 
stopped the proceedings in most places, but the shelter 
provided by the roof of the market enabled the business 
to go on without disturbance. There is scope for propa­
ganda in Darlington.

We have to thank Mr. J. T. Brighton, Mr. Robson 
and others for their enthusiastic assistance.

R ationalist Press Association (G lasgow  D istrict)
Sunday, October 20th, at 3 p.m.

SUNDAY L E C TU R E  NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, ¡¡t 
E.C-s, by the first post on T uesday, or they W1" 
inserted.

LONDON.

INDOOR. .on

S outh Place E thical Society (Conway Hall, Red(1 
Square, W.C.r) : C. Delisle Burns, M.A., D.Lif," 
Moral Standard in Literature.” . j

South L ondon E thical Society (Oliver Goldsmith 3 ge. 
Peckham Road, S.E.) : 7.0, Mr. S. K. Ratcliffe-'" 1 1 
making of England.”

OUTDOOR.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common) ■ ^  
Mr. L. Eburv; Friday, Liverpool Street, Cambervve 
S.o, Mr. L. Ebury. ^5

F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of Sh° j t
Road, North End Road) : Saturday, 8.0 p.m.; E®e 
opposite Walham Green Station, Sunday 8.0. Mr. _ _  J0
Whitehead will visit Fulham from October 15 to Oc _ . 
inclusive, 7.30 every evening, opposite Walham 
Church.

Geottf 
ber 2° 
pree*1

W est L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12.3°’/,
jff.

James Hart; 3.30, Messrs. E. Betts and B. A. Le hla,n® 
Messrs. A. H. Hyatt and B. A. Le Maine. b êet,oll a*1' 
meetings every Wednesday at 7.30, Messrs. C. r*s IF 
J. Hart; every Friday at 7.30, Mr. B. A. Le ^ ainoUt>4e 
Freethinker may be obtained during our meeting!, 
the Park Gates, Bavswater Road.

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park 
mersmith) : 3.30, Mr. Charles Tuson.

COUNTRY.
INDOOR. pC

Accrington Branch N.S.S.—Sunday, October 
bate will take place at King’s Hall, commencing 3 
“ That Science and Religion are Antagonistic.

city
Room, A. F

Religion are Antagonistic 
Mr. J. Clayton, N.S.S. Neg.: Rev. W. Priestly, 

G lasgow Branch N.S.S. (No.
Hall, Albion Street) : Sunday, October 13, at 6.3°>
Weir will speak upon “  Eugenics.”  ctufe

Leicester Branch N.S.S.—Mr. R. H. Rosetti wi" ' tl>£ 
in the Leicester Secular Hall at 6.30.— “ Where a 
Gods ?”  3̂ ifl

Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—A meeting will he ¡it 
Bristol Street Council School on Sunday, October • aSe 
6.45, to consider future meetings. Will members 
rail}-.  ̂ po0iHi

L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S. (T°P . 5# 
Royal Buildings, 18 Colquitt Street, off Bold Street) 
day, October 13, at 7.30, Mr. F. Edwin Monks po''’ 
New Manchester Branch N.S.S.)—“ The Lesson of *1
man Case. 

Chester-i,k-Street Branch— L ectures and
every Sunday Evening, at 7 p.m., in Club Room, 
Chase, Chester-le-Street. Friends and euquiriers '

i#

OUTDOOR

L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S. (”  
Street) : Monday, October 14, at 7.30, Mr. J. V. S 1 
Lecture, lidge Hill Lamp, Tuesday, at 8.0, Mr- 
win— A Lecture. During the Aveek commencing * e»C‘ 
October 21, Mr. George Whitehead will be lectllj1’  ̂ jiê  
evening. Details of places and times will be gn 
week.

Miscellaneous Advertisements. _
¡otef'

D istrict-T h o sej' REETHINKERS—Croydon and 
-  , ested iu forming a Social Circle in this area 
apply to W. Thompson, 68, Grange Road, Purley O k—

UNWANTED CHILD1
Civilized Community there should ” 

UNW ANTED Children.
In a

Professor C. J. PATTEN, M.A., M.D., Sc.D.,
Dept, of Anatomy, Sheffield University.

Subject: “ The Evolution of The Moral Sense,”
(with Lantern Illustrations.)

V io l in is t  . . .  S e n o r  M a n u e l  L u n a .

Questions and Discussions. Silver Collection.

---- --------- n'rtb Li"For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of 
trol Requisites and Books, send a ijid . stamp

J. R, HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, ^
(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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I Bargains in B o o k s ! ii ~ -------------------------- - j
| Hu m an  BEHAVIOUR in relation to the Study of i

¡ Educational, Social, and Ethical Problems. By * 
Stiswart Paton, m .d . (Lecturer in Neuro-Biology | 

j at Princeton University). j

| Published 1921 at 21/-. P rice 7/- Postage 9d. *

J Re l ig io u s  t h o u g h t  a n d  h e r e s y  in  t h e  \
MIDDLE AGES. By F. W. Bussell. Contains { 
elaborate studies of Religion and Heresy in j 
Hindustan and Further Asia, and Islam, its Sects j 
and Philosophy. 873 pp. I

Published 1918 at 21/-. Price 6/6. j
Postage 9d. (home); 1/2 (abroad). |

ROBERT BUCHANAN (The Poet of Revolt). Com- j  
plete Poetical Works, Two Vols. Contains the 1 
author’s remarkable and lengthy Freethinking { 
poems, “  The Devil's Case,”  “  The Wandering j 
Jew.”  -

Published at 15/-. P rice 6/6. Postage qd. (

RREUD’S THEORIES OF THE NEUROSES. By \ 
Dr. H. H itschmann. With an Introduction by j 
E rnest Jones, m .d ., m .k.c.p. An English edition i 
of this well-known book, which heretofore has l 
been obtainable only in the imported American | 
edition. It provides a summary and a sympathetic s 
presentation of the Freudian theory. {

Published at 12/6. P rice 3/6. Postage 5d. |

THE ETHIC OF FREETHOUGHT. By K arl Pear- I 
son, F.R.S. i
Published at 12/6. P rice 4/6. Postage 6d. *

A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM. By J
"  Physicus ”  (G. J. Romanes). *

P rice 3/6. Postage 4jid. [

Ra f i r  s o c ia l is m  a n d  t h e  d a w n  o f  in d i- \
VIDUALISM. By Dudley K idd . I
Published at 10/6. Price 3/-. Postage 6d. :

j The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

tZl ~  ____ ZZ
SPECIAL OFFER. i 

i 
! 
1

_________________________________ !
The P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. I

! Essays  in F re e th in k in g
I B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .
| The Three Complete Volumes of “ Essays in 
• Freethinking ” will be sent post free for

j 7 s . 6 d .

C H E S T  D I S E A S E S
' Umckaloabo acts as regards Tuberculosis as a real

specific.”
Dr. Secliehaye in the 11 Swiss Medical Review.” )

' it appears to me to have a specific destructive influ- 
e'lCe on the Tubercle Bacilli in the same way that Quinine 
has upon Malaria.”

(Dr. Grun in the King’s Bench Division.)

you are suffering from any disease of the chest or lungs 
^sPasmodic or cariac asthma excluded—ask your doctor 
(J°ut Umckaloabo, or send a post card for particulars of it to 
d(laS H- Stevens, 204-206, Worple Road, Wimbledon, Lon- 
0,1» S.W.20, who post same to you Free of Charge. 

^Readers, especially T.Bs., will see in the above few lines 
‘0re wonderful news than is to be found in many volume« 

same subject.

The Secular Society, Ltd.
Company Limited by Guarantee. 

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon St., London, E .C .4 .

Secretary: M r . R. H . R o sett e

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to

the acquisition and application of funds for Secular purpose*.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the 
Society’s Objects are To promote the principle that human 
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not 
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in thi* 
world is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro­
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu­
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State, 
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to 
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any 
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any 
person, and to employ the same for any of the purposes of 
the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten »hilling», and a
subsequent yearly subscription of five shilling».

The liability of members is limited to £1, in case th« 
Society should ever be wound up.

All who join the Society participate in the control of it» 
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly 
provided in the Articles of Association that no member, as 
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, either 
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year, 
but are eligible for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in 
their wills. The now historic decision of the House of Lords 
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in 
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained from its 
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes 
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—

I give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
the sum of £---- free from Legacy Duty, and I direct
that a receipt signed by two members of the Board of 
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a 
good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary 
should be formally notified of such bequests, as wills some­
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, with full 
particulars, will be sent on application to the Secretary,
Mr. R. H. Rosetti, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

»

( The Bible and Prohibition.

iI BIBLE AND BEER j
I By G. W. FOOTE.

1 
i

A careful examination of the Relations of the Bible 
and Christian leaders to the Drink Question.

Price - Twopence. Postage Id.

i 
i 
i i

~l The Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j
Jfj »w»,« s .̂» s«te.s Ŝ »S »•%.«

| Christianity & Civilization
¡ A Chapter from “ The History of the Intellectual 

Development of Europe.”
I B y  P r o f .  J.  W .  D R A P E R .

I Price - TWOPENCE. Postage Jd.
| T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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V

“ DOES MAN SURVIVE
DEATH ?”

D EBATE B E T W E E NCHAPMAN COHEN and SHAW DESMOND
Editor of the “ F reethinker ” The well-known Novelist

AT

CAXTON HALL, WESTMINSTER
On Friday, October 25th :: 7.30 p.m.

Chairman Dr. BERNARD HOLLANDER.
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin

PRICES O F ADMISSION :

Reserved Seats—Stalls  ̂ 2s. 6d .; Balcony., is. 6d.; Unreserved Seats, is- 
A  limite number of Platform Seats, at 5s.

Tickets may be obtained at the offices of the “  F r e e t h in k e r ,”  61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4, îe 
N ational S ecular  So c ie t y , 62 Farringdon Street, E.C.4,and the R atio n alist  P r e s s  A ssociation» 

4 Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E.C.4. A11 early application for tickets is advisable.

X ------- ------ --------------------------------------------

) FOUR LECTURES on (
Ì

w

i

FREETHOUGHT and LIFE I
B y  Chapman Cohen. )

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

t
»

t
l

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) j
* * 
I Four Lectures delivered in the Secular Hall, Leicester, f 

on November 4th, n th , 18th and 25th, 1928.

j  Contains lectures on: The Meaning and Value of • 
J Freethought; Freethought and G od; Freethought [ 

and Death ; Freethought and Morals

Materialism Re-stated j
By CHAPMAN COHEN. J

A clear and concise atatement of one of the m0*! j 
important issues in the history of science l

philosophy.
Cloth Bound, price 1/6. Postage ìli  A-

T he Pioneer P u ss, 61 Farringdon Street, B-C.4- '
_________ ______________________

Price One Shilling. Postage 1
I

i ---------------------------------------------------------------------  j  1
jj T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, IÍ.C.4. j  f

*  4  )
*

»̂ ».1 Ittel
'( ( A Book every Freethinker should have—

l- 1  I BUDDHA The A theist j

History of the Conflict 
Between Religion and 

Science
Bv P ro». J. W. DRAPER.

Thi* U an unabridged edition of Draper’» great 
work, of which the standard price is 7/6. 

Cloth Bound. 396 Paget. 
mlic* */-. fostace

Tsu Pioneer P u ss, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.

B y  “ U P A S A K A "
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) 

P r ic e  O N E  S H I L L I N G . P o sta g e  id-

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, R.C.4

I The Other Side of Death j

I
B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

Paper Covers - - - TWO SHILLING8
Postage 1 id.

Cloth Bound THREE SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE
Postage 2d.

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C-4-

l
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I
i
Í
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