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V iew s and Opinions.

tho U)lllau Catholic Church in England has made

Adviance of Rome.

of the Centenary Celebrations of Roman
athor 'Emancipation. The occasion for political

Ch^Patiau was a reminder, on the one hand, of
Wifi, lau intolerance, on the other, that it was only 

1 me ’ - - - .......................................So, noadening of the intellectual outlook eon-
C í  011 a weakening of belief in religion in

that the disabilities of Roman Catholics"h
do¿" -WePt away. Had the cardinal Roman Catholic
ftki *’ 1 **■  the Church should rule the State been 
lothj ’ e Roman Church to-day would have had 
fta,.;,n? to celebrate. Roman Catholics were dis-
C hi>cd by Protestants because the latter took over’ll ti, - -------------Opj . Roman Church its dogma that religions
>t v. '1,1 s should be supreme in the Secular State; and 
?ov as 0,l!y as the Secular .State asserted its supretn-
./» thaf 14. 1..................  •, 1 . .... ... ,
'Q Cif*
ta. Izcns, and not as members of this or that rc- 

T|, ? sect.
are two other questions involved liere, at 

W. 1 I have only time to glance. The first is the
*>r |,".̂ er that all over Europe every State has sooner

been driven in sheer self-defence to place
1 Hinit to the operations of the Christian

'•> ri''e>- The* Roman Church is the most glaring
l1’*1 f this because it is the oldest of them all, 

Ml, las had greater opportunities for evil than the 
Rut Calvinism in Geneva, Puritanism in 

Ir. 1,1<1 and America, Presbyterianism in Scotland, 
Yi'TUnples t0 iianci 0f the same fact.

1 1  . •  ,  •  , 1  1 •  1 . 1  j .,l0\v 7 Second point is the highly controversial one of
h)oy ,̂lr one can afford, as a mere matter of expedi- 
itrt’j l° give complete freedom to a Church that not

Nili' , fe lin e s  to give anything like freedom of
lcal action to its own members, but is committed,UsJuly Professed principles to fight and plot for the

h „/'''nation of the State to Roman Catholicism. It
* ,> u t e ly  cert un that given enough strength the
V , n Church' would see to it t) it none but its‘Oty‘Crs held office in the State, even if it did not

1

revert to its historic policy of the forcible suppression 
of the non-Catholic and anti-Catholie teaching. Com
manding the most obedient and the most ignorant 
vote in Great Britain, we know that the vote is 
wielded largely at the command of the priest. The 
priest uses the Confessional and the threat of spiritual 
penalties to parents who will not send children to 
schools under the control of the Church, and in a 
hundred and one ways exercise its powers to direct 
social affairs. I do not know that I can blame 
Christians for acting thus. If I believed in Christ
ianity, I should probably feel inclined to act in the 
same way. It is only one illustration of the anti
social nature of genuine Christian belief. But it 
does open the question, as a matter of pure expedi
ency, of how far the State can risk giving complete 
liberty to a Church, which when left alone deeply 
injured every State it has dominated, which degraded 
Italy, ruined Spain, crushed out a civilization in 
South America, and almost ruined the civilization of 
the whole of Europe.

* * *
Rome and Reason.

I do not think there can be any question of the 
growth of Roman Catholicism in England to-day. 
The two things that are growing are, I think, the 
Roman Church, and I know, Erecthought. The 
former grows at the expense of the other Christian 
sects; the latter at the expense of both. If the Roman 
Church represented a growth in opinion merely, one 
could watch its growth, in the circumstances, with 
absolute equanimity, content that in its fight against 
the growth of enlightened opinion the Church is 
waging a hopeless warfare. Opinion is the one thing 
that no Christian Church— or any other Church— has 
ever been able to fight with success. An idea can 
only be fought with permanent success by another 
idea, and the Church has none at its command which 
can promise it ultimate victory. It can and does 
attack the Protestant idea with considerable success, 
for in this direction it holds the trump cards. Liberty 
of judgment with a god-given revelation is a howling 
absurdity. The outcome of that theory is, as the 
great Roman Catholic theologians of the seventeenth 
century saw and said, disruption. And with the 
disruption of the Protestant bodies there has natur
ally been an influx of the timidly superstitious to
wards the great mother of superstition, and of the 
more robust intellects towards definite Freethinking.

vSo when one of the speakers at the Roman Catho
lic Congress at Caxton Hall, said : —

We are receiving converts from almost all denomi
nations and sects. As people realize that Protest
antism is dying they must instinctively turn to the 
ever-growing Roman Catholic Church. The Church 
of England is fast becoming a farce. Numerically 
we have just as much right to be the national 
Church. The Church of England will soon change 
to a sect and even possibly to an insect.
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I am inclined to agree with him, with reservation. 
The Church of England only became the State 
Church because it was forced by law on the people, 
and that is the only way in which any Church was 
ever established. The Roman Church itself sailed to 
power on a sea of blood, and maintained its position 
by the most brutal use of force of which history holds 
record. And it will not do to let Roman Catholics 
know that Christianity to-day is itself only a re
ligious sect. It is part of the great world of super
stition that holds sway over so much of the human 
mind from the savage down to the East End work- 
girl purchasing her love-philtre, and is part and 
parcel of it. The affiliation of Christianity to the 
superstitions of the world is now a completed fact, 
and only the Church which did not admit the revolu
tion of the earth round the sun until about a hun
dred years ago, would seriously dispute it.

•  *  *

Suicidal Progress.

I think it was Huxley who said that Roman 
Catholics were the Bourbons of the world of thought. 
Like many epigrams it is apt to be overstrained in 
application. The Roman Church is not above learn
ing, its rulers are too “  cute ”  to ignore the use that 
certain things may be to it, when it can no longer 
suppress them. But in this welcoming of converts 
from the other churches it appears to lose sight of the 
important fact that unless the Church can again secure 
control of the Secular State its converts are as likely 
to hasten its decline; as anything else. Look at the 
Protestant Churches! There is no question that the 
intellectual calibre of them all sinks lower with the 
passing of each generation. This is not due to the 
fact that its teachings are more stupid than they 
were, they are not. The main cause why the Church 
has sunk so low, is that the causes that have diverted 
the better intellect of the nation into other channels, 
have delivered the control of the Church into the 
hands of the least intellectual of its supporters. A 
Church that can show no better mentality than is 
shown by the ruling bishops of the Church of England 
is, indeed, fast lapsing into senility. Not the least sig
nificant is it that when men of moderate ability such 
as Dean Inge and Bishop Barnes make their voices 
heard, they are denounced by the orthodox as here
tical, and, one may expect, regarded by others in the 
Church as more or less of a nuisance.

Now, assuming that the Roman Church docs go on 
absorbing large numbers of those who leave the other 
Churches, what may one imagine will be the conse
quence? In the political field, where the vote of the 
fool counts for as much as that of the philosopher, it 
may lead to a certain transitory strength. But those 
who enter the Roman Church from other churches 
represent the more congenitally superstitious, and 
Monkeyville while enjoying a certain strength in 
Tennessee represents a poor outfit with which to con
quer the world. In a way the problem before the 
Roman Church is the problem which faces Com
munism in Russia. Its ability to maintain itself ap
pears to depend very largely upon its ability to con
vert the rest of the world to its views. As the world 
is, it is rather a large thing to expect a State like 
Russia to maintain itself “  undefiled ”  while holding 
open communications with the rest of the world. So 
with the Roman Church. The aim of the Roman 
Church, like the aim of Bolshevism is the conquest 
of the world. It must control, not merely the political 
votes of the unthinking, but the moral support of the 
thinking. In other words, its ability to maintain 
physical control, must depend upon its ultimate 
ability to maintain spiritual control. Unless it can 
do this, or has hopes of doing this, the influx of large

numbers of grossly superstitious folk, whethtf M

come from the “  lower ”  or the upper stnUnia
a source of weakness, not of strength. ¡'ortf1 i-1-1 0
difference between the Roman Church anti }
of genuine education will become more dis 1 ^
particular type of member becomes more

’ fight to 
pte<

There is the attempt to captur

We come back to the old fact— the figh 
Roman Church— indeed, of any Church— is a ^ ¡n 
gain control of civilization. This is atteinp^

its i'lteliedmany ways.
child and to give a permanent twist to ^  " gftnl
that will protect it against the religiously c° ,̂e
influence of modern life and thought; there ^
attempt to control educational influences—t ie ̂  ¡5
the platform, the cinema, the theatre, etc;
the endeavour to isolate man from civil1?-1 ^
humanizing influences through the agency 0
mimic religious processions and Church attefl ^
There is, of course, the weapon of stark uake
but that is demostrably an instrument that has ^
so often in the most favourable circumstanc * ^
one can hardly expect it to be successful to-day- ^
Church’s hope for success ultimately depen1 ^
its ability to control and direct the course of cl ^
tion. Can it do so? I doubt it. For somc ,c

fn*longer it will continue to bribe, to threaten, 1 
in various ways, and there will continue f°r > to 
time to be numbers of people who will sue ^  
social and other forms of bribery. But even j 
timid souls will gradually pluck up courage t°  ̂ rC. 
upright as the gap between genuine culture JI1̂ or]J 
ligion becomes too obvious to be ignored. The 
moves slowly, but it moves. ^

In connexion with these celebrations 
Chesterton delivered an address on “  EniancU ^  
of the Atheist.”  We will deal with that ne

Chapman

ext ^
Cotfifl'

H e a t-W a v e  H eroics.

He that lovetli not his brother at his side 
How can he love a dim dream deified?

Jas. Thor«

Do the duty which lietli nearest thee.”-

,| S0'1’
Cariy'1'

n>f
Tine recent hot weather has been the cause 01 ^  
curious happenings. It has caused the British c j  
to pray for rain, and in so doing, to lower then1 . 
to the level of their coloured prototypes 111 tr 
countries. It has also caused a bishop of the j 
Church to frame an indictment of a whole nab 
thing which has been declared to be a frank 1,1
sibility.

StofMind you, bishops, being priests, are accus - 
to lampooning their fellow-men. They start, 
ably, with the impolite assumption that all 11111,1 tlir 
is a collection of “  miserable sinners,”  which ¡|j 
true, for some men, as Shakespeare says, may ' ^  
and yet he villains. And priests arc venomous 
in their insults. Charles the Second was c°IlVlI1oHi 
that all men were scoundrels, but he though!
the worse of them on that account. Priests, 
the Merry Monarch, do think badly of human 11 a 
Our particular bishop, too, has managed
Herod Herod, and has plainly added insult to

to • .o' 
in)l'roi1

Not contented with regarding our lively gen 
as sinners, which is bad enough, he says tha flI)y 
composed of fatheads, which is unpardonable 111 
but a schoolboy. _ NVill

We must “  speak by the card, or equivocate11 _ 0[ 
undo us.”  The Rt. Rev. Dr. Donaldson, 
.Salisbury, has been writing, in an evening c° 
porary, on “  This Modern Age of Swollen 1 r 

he submits, with true episcopal modes1 ■ ’ ,n
Modern >r

This, he submits, with 
“  the main danger of our generation.”
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i> ag th e  G e r m a ns too much ego in his cosnio , story- 
Professor said of the gorilla in K ip  «r& Iodern Man
?ause of this self-centralization is ‘ , ,"  , js paint-
,s “ dazzled by his own achievements,♦ -U - •lnK the

It i:
town red.

ls all very sad, but worse is to come. The bishopScoIds like
a scullion. Modern man, he declares,

Jnuch°°kS °Ut uP°n It16 civilization around him very 
(who' 'l'1 *’*le sl)Ir't; °f the successful monarch of old 
"Is 3 S° s.uHered from swollen head) when he said, 
the I,"01 t,1's Sreat Babylon, that I have builded for 
a,uj |°llse of the kingdom by the might of my power, 

ij,j 01 honour of my majesty.”

kecio ni0tlerii man might retort that there was 
H'hat Christian (or other) charity in all this.
Daine 'l 'WorIcI Semites thought of King What’s-his- 
Btitajn laS 110 association with Twentieth Century 

i '’Sion t rf the founder of the Christian Re-
j I'laile !,ave^ecI °n a donkey, and we journey by aero- 

the lere Is no reason in being nasty concerning 
Sehnei l Cr', ^ a t  donkey could never have won the 
Suisk ,er -Irophy, although he was under distin-

All n patronage.
^ n ‘S iar ôn concerning the swelled head of the 

111311 'S sinlPly a proof that the Bishop of 
V i y l̂as i°fne(I the large band of contemporary

1Uh
of

tls who are bewailing the growing unpopu- 
religion. There are fewer threepenny bits

Sty ?° êctf°n bags. There is a beggarly array of 
H ir enches in the churches.’ The organists are 
like oj.to the cinemas to get better wages. Curates, 
•Doro••lVer Twist, have the audacity to “ ask for

I'll! Dish:«’elfare “ lshop ’s concern is not so much with the 
his the modern man, but with the prosperity 

stag. <n' 11 sorry profession. It is as plain as a pike-

is jhere is one feature of our modern mood which 
"lit ’1 s’n*ster importance. We have crowded God

'sinister ” ? Because crowding out “  god” 
tltfgy hashing out “  god’s ”  representatives— the 
*Sey; Crowding out a “ g o d ” ought not to be 
'jfjt «Ua crime. If so, the bishop himself is guilty 
'%er. 1° rejects all deities except one, and the chief 
Athti'lcf  between this priest and the out-and-out 
Siw' is simply the question of one deity out of 
’rlieUf -, .

is out of the bag. Our generation is 
from swelled head, because it is largely in- 

(j 'h to clerical claims, \yhich are not remarkable 
">tre ~lr uiodesty. Priests regard the layman as a 
"Hil to l'nhey, to be ordered here, there, everywhere, 
Ilrg s )e exploited always. The modern man does 

(C’ the necessity. Hence the bishop’s tears: —
if •, ere is the danger of our time. The urgency 
0[ Uiay not yet be clearly'apparent. The impetus 
q. a thousand years of Christianity is capable of
si,>ryin£ us on for some time vet without much , ‘6n
tli0
%

t>res'

°f the atrophy of the life within. But none
\vl| êss the deeds of destruction are already sown 

l'l lSS w*thout god.
11 e men try to shape the course of human pro-

Us, r̂cat World War, which the clergy told us
w  to a revival of religion, has been a very 

KlUlr time, not only to the ecclesiastics of the State 
\ .y !’ hut to the priests of all denominations, 
'"if luve lost members, revenue, and reputation, 
V- tiatT are beginning to get really frightened at 

In the ’ages of Faith the priests did% Pr°spect
Ip 'Wore, they threatened, and they prosecuted. 

hitic. lc- eighteenth century Peter Annet ventured to 
'"¡kij the Christian Bible and the clergy. For 
\  jiT'ift the Free Inquirer he was brought before 

"'K’s Bench and sentenced to one month’s im

prisonment in Newgate, to stand twice in the pillory 
with a label “  For Blasphemy,”  then to have a 
year’s hard labour at Bridewell, and to find sureties 
for his good behaviour during the rest of his life. It 
is related that a woman, seeing Annet in the pillory, 
said, “ Gracious! pilloried for blasphemy. Why 
don’t we all blaspheme every day?” Since the old 
schoolmaster was pilloried the Christian Church has 
lost much of its power, and to-day ecclesiastics have 
to admit that the despised Freethinkers were right.

The Bishop of Salisbury pretends that modern men 
reject his Gospel message because they are fatheads. 
The very reverse of this is far nearer the truth. The 
average man of to-day has grave doubts a9 to the 
genuineness of this particular Gospel message, and 
hesitates to believe that the key to Truth, Beauty, 
and Goodness is in the hands of the Bench of Bishops, 
or indeed, of any body of professional priests of any 
faith.

The twenty-nine years of this present century have 
witnessed a silent revolution in our knowledge. Its 
full significance may not be universally recognized, 
but its amazing triumphs are plain to every eye. This 
widening of knowledge is being felt everywhere, for 
it is making grown men of us, and we cannot go back 
to the toys of our childhood if we would. Our fore
fathers being innocent of learning, bore themselves 
with humility in the presence of a tyrannical priest
hood. This generation, better schooled and more in
quisitive, is beginning to realize that priests are char
latans, who pretend to powers neither they nor any 
other men have claims to, and make comfortable 
livings in the process.

M imnermus.

A  M edley on M a n  and H is  
W orks.

T he most ancient human fossil so far discovered in 
Europe is the famous jaw from the Mauer deposit 
near Heidelberg. This jaw is noticeably brutal in 
appearance, blit is unmistakably human. The frag
ments of the skull found at Piltdown, in Sussex, are 
also of high antiquity. Its lower jaw is remarkably 
ape-like in structure, but the cranium is distinctly 
human, and was probably that of a member of a 
group of undifferentiated Tertiary Primates who were 
the progenitors of Neanderthal man on the one side, 
and of Homo sapiens on the other.

The early Old Stone or Rower Palteolithic Age 
was characterized by two leading cultures, the 
Chellean and the Acheulean, which arose in succes
sion, bill we are ignorant of the appearance of the 
people of these periods.

Far ampler is our knowledge concerning the races 
of the Middle Paleolithic Period— the Mousterian 
Age— whose remains in the form of skulls, and some
times of skeletons, have been brought to light at 
Neanderthal, Spy, Re Moustier, Gibraltar, Krapina 
and elsewhere. These are the relics of the celebrated 
Neanderthal race. There were however, wide differ
ences in the shape of the skull, most of which be
longed to a dolichocephalic or long-headed stock; 
while Spy II, and Gibraltar were mesocephalic or 
medium in form, and Krapina, brachyeephalic or 
broad-headed.

The various evidences available indicate tliat, with 
the retreat of the Wiirm Ice Age, the early European 
hunting peoples spread over the continent from the 
Western Mediterranean basin. Another migration 
arrived from the east. These stocks introduced the 
Aurignacian and Solutrien cultures from their 
original homes. And although hunting has long 

; ceased as the primary occupation with civilized races,
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the chase has remained a popular pastime with most 
European races ever since the coming of these no
madic adventurers in prehistoric times.

The relatively genial climate of this period was 
succeeded by the colder Buhl stage, and the open-air 
life of the wanderers gave way to a more sheltered 
existence near or within the caves. This, the Mag- 
dalenian Age of the archaeologists, witnessed a won
derful outburst of pictorial and plastic art which, 
when revealed to the modern world, aroused its ad
miration and astonishment.

As the glacial conditions once more abated— and 
permanently, so far in Europe— part of the western 
land mass sank beneath the sea, and the British Isles 
were separated from the continent. Copious rainfall 
borne by winds tempered by the warm Gulf Stream 
promoted forest growth throughout Europe, and these 
forests harboured an immense population of bears, 
wolves, wild boars, birds of prey and other animals. 
The less productive and exposed uplands and sand 
dunes were comparatively dry, and sufficiently free 
from woodland growth to permit man’s pastoral 
activities, and there the art of herding animals was 
carried on. Herding and hunting were now pre
sumably supplemented by rude culture of corn. But, 
with the beginnings of agriculture, men still 
wandered from place to place. The permanent farm 
and homestead was still to come. Yet, with the evo
lution of domesticated animals, the migratory habit 
was gradually restricted by the quality of the pastures, 
and the special requirements of the different seasons 
of the year.

I11 Neolithic times the ceramic art was discovered 
with the many advantages derived from the posses
sion of pottery. In the Swiss lakes permanent 
domiciles were established, and cereals and other 
plants were cultivated. Weaving had become a 
woman’s occupation. The remains disclosed in the 
lake dwellings suggest both settlement and trade. 
Also, the distribution of the stone monuments, and 
other facts sustain the view that long distance mari
time commerce existed both at the close of the Neo
lithic, and at the time when bronze and copper were 
being introduced to the several European coast 
peoples. Prof. H. J. Fleurc points out in his Peoples 
of Europe, that, “  a recently discovered tablet, dated 
2800 me., gives facts about a tribute paid to Babylon 
from tin mines beyond the Great Sea (Spain). Devel
opment of settlement must have continued in the 
Bronze Age, still mainly on the naturally open lands 
rather than in the cleared forest, and it is a notable 
fact that, save in a very few areas with special ex
planations available, the regions of megaliths do not 
show examples of the kind of village, with strips 
owned in common, wdiich is so characteristic of 
regions of cleared forest.”

Bronze is an alloy of copper and tin in the propor
tion of about nine parts of copper to one of tin. In
struments and implements of bronze now proved an 
enormous lever to progress. There is ample evidence 
that with their bronze axes, the woods were made to 
bow before the sturdy strokes of the men of the 
Bronze Age.

With the later use of iron, however, the vast forests 
were far more rapidly subjugated by the hand of man. 
Permanent pastures and arable lands were now more 
fully available. In Southern Europe, it is said, the 
hot and dry summers which succeeded the Ice Age 
materially assisted in the reduction of the forest area. 
There, large limestone districts abounded with ‘ ‘the 
sharp slopes which have always hindered re-growth 
of forest once destroyed.”

In classical times the goat, so inimical to the vine, 
provided a meet sacrifice to Bacchus, the divinity of

the fermented grape. This animal, nevertltf 
occupies an
I11 infertile regions where pasture is poor,

. __
important position in  Southern  WW-

places the , CS ° nS "'here Pasture is poor, the goat
Partlv in Ca aiK  ̂ s l̂eeP ° f  more favoured Ian0'
goats\vh oh T e-IUCnCe’ i?rcat herds ° f  destructive

the forest t**™6 °n r0Uff}l hcrbage have fc rest trees, and seriously hindered their■ •- w  s<
covery. Although the flesh of the goat is by

the po°r

forageU 
re

somi 
nians

esteemed, and the animal may serve as ui<- *■ - . j as 
milch .cow, its reputation is commonly regari ^  
evil. The naturalist, Karl Vogt, averred ¡s 
legend of the devil’s special creation of the 
amply justified. He stigmatises the quadrupet a ^  
most destructive creature in the world in f°rc \ 
the old seats of civilization— the countries 
Mediterranean— owe the destruction of their |̂e 
the nakedness of their mountains, and the m tj)Cir 
consequences of that condition, the dryness  ̂
climate, to the devastations of these animals- ^ 

Husbandry in the Mediterranean dates from ,,,. 
times, and doubtless hand cultivation of the  ̂
promoted by the scarcity of the more1 importau ^  
nating animals. Italy is, and has long bed1 
brated for its vineyards, its orange and lemon 8 ¡jj. 
its olive gardens, its barley, and now its wheat ^ a5 

In Southern and Western Europe alike, so s 
the hunting and pastoral stages had been 
mented by the raising of fruits and cereals, 
arose a constant demand for salt. It is note ^  
that in the early Iron Age, Gaulish settlemen t ^  
established in close proximity to salt suppbe ^¡j- 
this invaluable preservative was everywhere 5̂

,-ilcl P»*cl "!able in the Mediterranean region. The w - ~ 
apparently domesticated in the Age of Bronze. 
the words of Prof. Fleure, “  the salting of 
fish gave a reserve .for the winter . . . In t1|ji 
of the early settlements we should rente111 ĵ rk 
north of the Alps there was perpetual dang 
ing in the dark forest, while in the south tnL
the rough goat herds of the mountains. i»1

With the evolution of property, whether 1 mH» 

hill-fortress towns were erected in Gaul a11
or communal, and the necessity for its Pl° ^

.............  .  ̂ ,
territories. As the centuries sped on, and tlm fr J 
dominion waxed and waned, wheat, the m®  ̂ th 
cereals, was extensively cultivated through0̂  ¿¡¡y
Empire. The period of Pagan supremacy
tinguished by road communications that werf.or)j F
or improved, while that prime necessity 
came less costly, and a remarkable system tj,c:; of »5
law materially regulated the lives of nicu. 
and other influences served to attach the PC'Ĵ  ^
the soil. Even now, in Britain these influellcC 
be traced. ^

The Anglo-Saxon invasion of England ma a pF 
permanent changes, but much survived froin 
historic past in the manners, customs and 
of the country. The outstanding result of j, 8 
overthrow was what Gibbon termed the trl1 
barbarism and religion. The Catholic Kar , wi;il
were dark indeed. When the light began 0 gpii!1'! 
the civilization established by the Moors
and the influences of what Italian culture ha‘ .j-il'

1 matc‘ pe- 
f  F l l f  t,assisted in the intellectual recovery *  

Voyages of discovery enlarged the huniai 
and evolution was fostered by the growth 0 a£c1’1'j,

HE,

the sinister interference of the Church 111 ‘
and commerce. These and other phenomena ĵ]tirL 
to weaken the power and prestige of a ^
which aimed at spiritual and temporal desp0

In an age of faith, when every disaster §|Et 
vras regarded as a divine visitation, there 
progress in agriculture. There appears to na jjjty . 
a universal complaint of the diminished 10 c0\n 
the soil. This, with other disadvantage’
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to the collapse of the viUage communities m 
Western Europe. Eastern Europe, then .. > ^
®Mned relatively backward, hut ^  & d<me rc-
dlagc system ultimately decayed,

billing the mir until the last. . advantages,
Modern France enjoys many agrariai •

«  «  the late Lilian Knowles has shown was,^_ 
"  outbreak of flic Great Revolution, «h (hen os. 
ance(l industrial State in Europe. Eng of thc

M’med the leadership and became \c ' . e
sincediscoveries and inventions u 1 English

^sformed the world’s manufacture .
Oculte. , Iture was immensely improved in thc eighteenth 

‘ nineteenth centuries. Thc peasant,
tion of i 
morally,

. .  •—  uttitttitc ut tv tvW ge n e ra — —  - 0~-
industrial troubles in many lands baffle the wisest 
OUr at..

< ‘"G*cnth centuries. The peasant, unfortu- 
^ürèr"3' ^oomed to the position of a landless
cm.T ”  Mat«ial progress, 0- ----- . - .
t> me wildest dreams of a few generations ago.

generally, has ex-

Hi

ali«Ur statesmen and philosophers, while the nation- 
dot rtvival i sometimes in thc form of insular se - 
ib^ination, has become a prominent feature in 

Italy, the newly-created European .States,
elsewhere. Still, let us trust that the War to 

na Wars was not waged in vain.
T. F. Palmer.

The Kreutzer Sonata.
tiHg
ild-vj ,?utzer Sonata is, as every one knows, a piano- 
W "  p'ece by Beethoven, dedicated to his friend, V  1 _ rcutzer— a French composer of German

os
,'Ory .
)Hst ¡t,, fl^en by Tolstoy in 1S90, when Tolstoy had 

j n°d sixty years of age, and about ten years 
'<%,• c . ad made public the story of his turning to 
Av/1 1U Confession.

Maude, in his Life of Tolstoy (p. 383), 
''\ la lat : “  The interest aroused by Thc Kreutzcr 
,Jthc-r ; v;as Unite as vivid as that aroused by any 
Cripti0̂  i'olstoy’s books.”  This is a very mild des- 
?1>en 1. ° bs reception, he must have been nodding 

His statement, eighteen pages 
“  Thc publication of The Krcutscr

but it is better known as the title of a short

Uon ,
W  10 made it.t' M*er

tllatfCct. .j'r°duccd a tremendous storm,”  is more cor 
V d  'Vas forbidden publication in Russia. It was 

e as indecent literature in the United States,’ 1(1

Si

V1 JIIUCLUIH UVCirttuie. ‘ * »
110 Post Office refused to handle it.

■ ',¡1 ‘  ̂nfT personally, I can remember its publica- 
S :  U/ Eeopl e who had only expressed a languid 
ik. ^  Hilrnv , Tolstoy’s conversion, a few years before 
sfrCct >Claine deeply interested-. The man-in-the- 
St; had only heard of Tolstoy by rumour, if 

1̂a(l certainly never heard of Beethoven’s 
;.fr Sonata, hastened to obtain a copy. To give

; Hea 
that

°f the popularity this story obtained, I may 
T'(!rs at f have before me a copy of it in paper 
V n * etnbellished with a crude illustration repre- 
1 h;^’ aPParently, Pozdnishef supporting his wife 

V o / « 11-8 after he had fatally stabbed her; it con 
i ^oiv- 'bty-two pages (Fourth issue) and the price 

"‘her I,Ulny ! There must have been an enormous

O * «
>'k

Printed, to make a profit.
3re defenders of the Victorian era, who 

|.<>as. , lat it was the age of great and revolutionary 
h'Mov V ’ P°int to the work of Darwin, »Spencer 

Tly ’ fylor, Lubbock, Buckle, Lecky, Thomas 
Yts ’ .aiM Swinburne for proqf. 

i  V*Hcm 'S true; these great men were all pioneers of 
' thought. But to pretend that the}- repre 

thought of the ordinary representative 
¿ % i 1,an of the Victorian age is not only grossly 
hit ij but demonstrably false. These men, and 

ns> Were fiercely opposed by thc great mass of

the nation, led by the clergy of all thc Churches, 
Catholic, Established, and Nonconformist.

The Victorian era was also pre-eminently the reign 
of prudery. Those Pontius Pilate’s of Nonconform
ity, the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, and W. T. Stead, 
created a veritable reign of terror. They broke 
Parnell and hounded him to his grave. They hunted 
Sir Charles Dilke out of public life, simply because 
they had both been dragged through the Divorce 
Court. Two of the best public men of their age, far 
better than their pious, narrow-minded, self-appointed 
judges. Queen Victoria herself, would permit no 
one who had been divorced to appear at her Court.

In the Nonconformist environment in which my 
youth was spent, any allusion to such vital subjects 
as Birth Control, Venereal Disease, Prostitution, or 
the advisability of a reform of the marriage contract, 
in order to relieve the pain and suffering often attend
ing that state of life, was considered indecent and 
obscene. Charles Bradlaugh declared that lie had 
been more violently' assailed for his advocacy of 
Malthusianism than even for his Atheism.

Dickens and Tennyson strike thc true Victorian 
note in these matters. Mr. Hugh Kingsmill has well 
summed up their attitude. Of Dickens, he sayrs : —

His “  unfortunates ”  emerge suddenly out of the 
night to gaze with hungry despair at the face of a 
Rose Maylie or a Little Dorrit . . . they, too, once 
. . . Oh, Heavens ! . . .  then back into the pitchy 
blackness with a wild unearthly cry; leaving the 
modern reader to wonder at the nerves of tempered 
steel the Victorian roué must have possessed to get 
into bed against odds like these.

In calling a prostitute an “ unfortunate” the 
Victorians wished to imply that a prostitute was 
someone who had invested in the wrong stock, in 
spite of the advice of more experienced investors. 
Hence the questions which Hood asks about the 
prostitute who commits suicide in his poem, The 
Bridge of Sighs :—

Who was her father?
Who was her mother?
Had she a sister?
Had she a brother ?

These questions are not asked for the sake of in
formation. They are purely rhetorical. Hood 
knew well that his heroine was one of a large and 
otherwise innocent family, and had come into lack 
of existence simply to illustrate what happens to a 
girl who neglects the practical counsel of her rela
tives. Such counsels had been given her freely, 
but she had ignored them, and therefore :—

Sisterly, brotherly',
Fatherly, motherly
Feelings had changed.

It is as a blackleg against the trade union of the 
Family that Hood sees her. She is “  rash and un- 
dutiful,”  she has been guilty of “  mutiny ”  ; and 
that is the final impression of the poem in spite of 
signs here and there that Hood sees her also as an 
individual, related to the tragedy of life directly and 
not as a unit of the family system.1

O f Tennyson’s ideas, as illustrated in his Idylls of 
the King, the same writer observes that : “  Mutiny 
of a far grosser kind, because committed against a 
husband, is also the keynote of Arthur’s farewell ad
dress to Guinevere, a Victorian document of un
equalled importance. Its extreme popularity with 
the Victorians as a moving and magnanimous expres
sion of the correct attitude towards an unfaithful 
wife entitles it to a lengthy analysis.”  2 But Tenny
son was only reflecting the horror with which the 
Victorians regarded any violation of marriage vows. 
To the great edification of the Victorians, he shows 
how thc adultery of King Arthur’s Queen Guinevere,

1 Hugh KingswiU. Matthew Arnold, pp. 6-8,
2 Ibid. p. 8.
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with Lancelot, upset the round table, scattered the 
knights, and in some occult and mysterious manner, 
unexplained, brought the “  Godless hosts of heathen 
swarming o’er the Northen Sea.”  And to crown all, 
brings about the death of Arthur himself. For which 
relief, however, we are profoundly thankful, and only 
regret that Tennyson did not slay him before he made 
those idiotic speeches, which would disgrace even 
the calf-love of a school-boy.

Such was the state of' public opinion, in this 
country, when Tolstoy threw’ his bomb, The Kreut- 
zcr Sonata. It is written in his best style. The style 
lie only reaches when he is uttering something he has 
felt, or endured. In this short story he puts forth 
all his strength. He is giving vent to his long pent 
up thoughts on marriage and sex.

The story is told by a passenger during a short 
journey in a railway carriage, and the text round 
which it is written are the words of Christ. “  Every 
one that looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery with her already in his heart.”  
The travellers, one of whom is a barrister, fall into 
conversation about love and marriage, and presently 
a nervous and hitherto silent passenger, evidently 
much excited by the conversation, suddenly inter
jects the question : “  What about this love which 
consecrates marriage?”  This leads to considerable 
argument, until the barrister, to illustrate a point, 
observes: “  Look at the case of Pozdnishef who 
killed his wife out of Jealousy?”  The nervous 
passenger changed colour and said : “  I see you have 
guessed who I am. I am Pozdnishef.”

W. Mann.
(To be continued.)

Heinrich Heine.

S iioeom Aleichem ! Greetings to thee, Heinrich Heine 
Wherever thy restless shade may wander,
Peerless O ne: Noble O ne: Still we remember thee, 

great poet,
Thy Immortal songs and thy great, too great, sufferings. 
Still we enjoy with zest, with never flagging appetite, 
Thy peerless jests,
The lambent, flashing irony,
Deadly rapier thnists
With which thou pierced the rotten carcase of the Phil

istine,
And flung him in the dust with liis attendant weights, 
Humbug, Cant, Hypocrisy,
And general Mediocrisy.
Greetings again; thou scourge of Gods and Codlings.

And if there be a God, of which the Christians tell,
My parting wish is this—
May you meet him, Heinrich Heine— only, please await 

my coming,
That I may witness it—that meeting.
How the Halls of Heaven will shake,
And the attendant Angels quake,
How the Crystal Dome will echo, with thy bitter, mock

ing laughter,
The Pearly Gates swing off their hinges,
The Throne of Light come toppling after,
The alabaster pavements will be rent and torn asunder, 
Lightnings flash, and thunderbolts be hurled,
But not by God—by Thee, O Heine,
Greater far than God . . .

Joseph Marah.

The old form of things is on the decline : the life 
forms of yesterday are no longer vital. If new life is to 
be born out of old, the desert must first be flooded with 
the fragments of past cultures. Thus the desert will 
slowly be transformed into fruitful farming land.

Count Hermann Keyserling,

A cid  Drops.

Chatham Town Council has ordered a refer01' ^ 5  
the ratepayers on the question of the opening ot .  ̂
on Sunday. It is quite illegal to open them on 
but we do not suppose that anyone will take a 
Anyway, the demand for Sunday opening of a"-  ̂^  
does not rest upon the desire of the majority to go ^  
cinema, but upon that of the right of any body 0 
in the name of their peculiar religious delusion, ( ,,
to deny to others the right to enjoy thenisebĉ ^  ̂
quite peaceful and legitimate way. One might J* . £f 
reasonably take a referendum on the question of ^  
people should be permitted to call in a doctor, 
majority happened to believe in the efficacy of Pril-'

The Rev. A. O. Standon, representing the C ^  i;1y, 
England, opposed the opening of Cinemas on - ))0.
and objected to the statement that the people a ^ 
where to go on Sunday. “ There are sti . } 
Churches,”  he pathetically remarked, doubtless ^  
regretful eye on the rows of empty benches that s° . 
front the servants of the Lord. But one might rep J  ̂
the lines of Lamb’s description of cookery 000 (
books that are not books, or Lord Russell’s descry A 
of a glass of water as not being anything to dn j0t 
church is a somewhere that people enter, but F  ̂3 
anywhere to go. Can one imagine a man sayifl8 
friend, “  let’s go somewhere,”  and then going to c 1 
And a place that isn’t somewhere must be nowhc

Mr. H. F. Rubenstein says :—
«.i'e

tFAs the law now stands, it is possible during £ 
of puritanism to suppress almost anything eSceP 
telephone directory.  ̂^

That being the fact, the more enlightened citizens0 
country should get together to promote legislat)0' c( 
altering a state of affairs so dangerous to the Pj'0"1]cffi;' 
ideas. Noting the pious tendency of our leading 
lators, one may be pardoned for doubting whether  ̂
form of this kind would be possible with the P 

overmnent in power.

, at>d fC'We note the relish with which some parsons • jjt 
igious writers delight to roll round their tong „jf 

phrase, “  The United States of Europe,” >n Ŝ eCtib’1' 
and articles on Peace. Thomas Paine, the If V
Freethinker, was the pioneer of this notion
world had been less Chrstianized, it might have aC j,# 
its “  United States ”  and its League of Nations ^  ¡ill 
dred years before the last war was fought to 
wars.

is
The Rev. W. Lax, of Poplar, says that 11 niaI  ̂

curably religious for man is sure that there 
great Power ruling everything, and he is ^  ,jjig 
thirsty ”  to find out what sort of power it is-"'^  jdeil 
vindictive? For our part we think Sunday ^^ ,1  F 
day for discovering how “  incurably religious ŷ tF 
and how eager to learn all about God. Judgi^ff^jd > 
millions endeavouring to make the most of 
a time, we fancy the reverend gent is mis'1 
These millions may be “ insatiably thirsty” ‘ 01 irly 0 
but we hardly think they will find it where ^ ^  tel' 
them look—in a pint glass of beer. .Still, there ■ 
ing. We wouldn’t care to dogmatize on the rna

rc^y
A preacher says that only Christ can give anv 

tidings about God’s character, for he said giia'f 
God is like me.”  This is comforting news. ,1c'1

now that God is not a Freethinker. For fi‘ ‘
Wadvocated that every 

dom to think and 
lieve what I say

man should have comp
lete
ht-1 speak exactly what he thou g 

, and do as I tell you,” WilS
c.o'"‘
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,!lan'1- He aimed to create a race of " ra1!’‘'^ ’̂ .atures.
tl w f ic mac£l'nes—i'°t a race of reaso command
' n<1 Churches have been carrying .like. It is
'v?r since> making men Christ-like, an ’ no dcsire

healthy sign in Freethinkers that they jxoly
'“ imitate Christ’s or God’s character as revealed m y Writ.

huo.M iUcism o£ an article in the Methodist Recorder, a 
' ae Methodist writes as follows

the Brownate of Truth article, last week, on “ Some 
unrecognized Wiles of the Devil,” was very clever, and 
“e statement that “ the devil’s best servants are well-m

entioned people with much zeal and little sense,” was 
ettamly strong. There is one noticeable omission 

am°uR the devil’s unconscious servants. After 
everly cartooning the puritanical denouncer of worldly 

Amusements, the dogmatic teetotaller, the fuudamental- 
**’ and the loyal devotee of John Wesley, R. H. Brown 
h°uld have added that the harm done by these zealots 
s »egHgible beside the worldly Christian who openly 

Advocates “ the dance and the play,” who advertises 
that ’’ Jesus v

says, and that Wesley is no guide for a
mean V was n°t teetotal,” that Genesis does not 
Weslp "  lat '*■  says, and that Wesley is no guide for 

Preacher. This is the devil’s worker witht'eng,
Protneatice, and I quote, “  It is always the devil who 

■ h'c l£ltS suc*1 harrying of the Church 
devil £o rtiese two worthy followers of Wesley, the 
»lata "’pl°ys contrary ways to effect liis foul end. He

and hebroadS the 
* * * * *

Sdm,

minds of some Christians narrow, 
ls others. Both ways operate to the destruction

tllIe religion and undefiled.” Meanwhile, we pre-
V t ,; . '0'1 -sits up aloft enjoying the fun, knowing that 
M|l com5  j s . working according to plan and that all 
dote thmfe Hght at the finish of his tragi-comedy. We 

a!fe a £>°Hr writer and critic the devil is a real per- 
to apparently his Satanic Majesty has not been

i"’ r ’ ' "  ..............  belief
he is

1̂1; 
able
«ni0n LU undermine this essentially Christ-like 
doiujp. ££le Methodist fraternity. But no doubt 

* “is damnedest in this direction.

hr t
thes’aiis

‘»out
_ Indian Road Christian, wants the 

'°  accept Christ. And as lie is not particular
“Hly'thC0,nvcrtinS the Hindoo or the Moslem, provided 
' rdenflt 1̂C add Jesus to his pantheon, there will 
<̂lt | y °f temples and mosques where they will boast 

Slls has bp,.,, fnl'pii in i’nn/l n n ic ih lv  11 done for ” 1.Î j(fet‘’ ll!i bas been taken in (and possibly “ done for ” ). 
tf'Velati * - 1 Hie Jones desire has led to an unexpected 

0v°11- In late years there has been a lot of talk 
" Some action in the direction of sectarian 

> tifi ’ No Freethinker would be surprised at the 
rtarlfj. ~0n of Christianity— it will come some day as
[thou,; £iradlaugh once predicted. But it is delayed 

al\v l̂c mutual hate which Christian sectarianism 
?Crsiste nys encouraged . . . and as a by-product these 
V iln,.n£ divisions have often proved of real value to

Progress and liberty.

 ̂Si
"Ce 1,0 man was ever yet wise enough to see the. —  J-IXC1AJ. W CIO  tvu

about anything,”  says a writer, “ there is no 
trs 111 being willing to listen to the ideas of 

These essentially Freethougbt sentiments be 
' Illy notions to disseminate among the generality.

^ aders may be sound Christians ; and, if they are 
why the great Exemplar of Christian

]0̂ e °ever encouraged such notions, the Churches 
t|,Ss toC, Clieuts- may as well mention that willing-
% T ,£'sten to the ideas of others, presupposes that 

lhers " ■ ■ ■ ■ -
N  0, 'b's inflamable notion should occur to the afore-
'':-d jjrt°rs have complete freedom to voice their ideas.
1 " 1 C] •
>  ,.r'stian readers, they may also wonder why they 

heard it mentioned by the Church they 
(.°h ¡s For their benefit we add that the explana- 
¿^ h el'f'P '6 enough. Christ never advocated freedom 
H ° oKf- and speech for all men. In his view, anyone 
vHst ’llately dared to differ from him was working 
,<i'v Cv °d- The Churches have stuck tight to this 

Cr since.

CVi Harold Cooper, an American, has been over

here observing the Churches. In the American Congrc- 
gationalist, he suggests that the work of the British 
preachers is made easier than that of American, because 
the British Press is more respectful, and is largely made 
so by a public opinion which would not tolerate unjust 
ridicule of sacred things. What Mr. Cooper might more 
truthfully have said is, that the British Press is more 
timid and more time-serving where the Churches are 
concerned. The unwritten rule among British journal
ists, is that circulation must not be allowed to suffer by 
the printing of forth-right criticism of religious ideas. 
To the extent to which this helps the parsons, to the 
same extent it hinders mental progress and the incidence 
of something nearer to real civilization.

Film Weekly has been laughing at the Sunday Ex
press film critic, who has been screaming about the 
deplorable state of morals in British film studios. Film 
Weekly says that a generation or two ago the prede
cessors of this critic were focussing their attention on 
the stage. “  Chorus girl ”  was a description at the 
sound of which the blood of every really nice girl was 
expected to curdle. That a virtuous woman could think 
of being an actress was as absurd a proposition as that 
an actress could possibly be virtuous. All this, says our 
contemporary, is seen nowadays to have been an absurd
ity. And we laugh at our forefathers for their gulli
bility as well as for the hypocrisy that led them to as
sume so much more virtue than they really desired to 
possess. But nowadays the actress is universally re
garded as a hard-working, self-respecting, and self-sup
porting individual, as respectable as the typist.

Since, says Film Weekly, the stage has acquired a 
reputation for virtue, the Press moralists were without a 
target, until the Film arose just when the stage could no 
longer be used as a peg of moral indignation without 
which no really up-to-date newspaper can maintain its 
self-respect and its circulation. So the film studio, in
stead of the stage, becomes the ante-room of Hades.

A religious weekly has been praising the Tavistock 
.Square (London) Clinic, where children suffering from 
functional nervous disorders are treated by modern 
psycho-therapeutic methods. Our contemporary says 
that children with anti-social habits respond to treat
ment when it is discovered that they are victims of some 
maladjustment, or some deficiency in the secretion of the 
pituitary gland. So many anti-social habits, our con
temporary adds, are the direct outcome of diseased and 
disordered minds or bodies. Our pious friend really 
ought not to broadcast anti-Christian truths of this kind. 
If Christian people are told that anti-social conduct— 
what the Church calls “  sin ” —originates in physical or 
mental maladjustment or in gland deficiency, they may 
start ■ wondering what truth there is in the Church’s 
antique tales about “  sin ” and temptation by a Devil. 
We suppose it hasn’t yet occurred to our friend that, 
what the world wanted, was not a bloody sacrifice on the 
Cross to save men from “  sin,”  but simply some informa
tion about medical psychology. God has been with
holding this knowledge from man for nearly 2,000 years 
Yet, if only he had vouchsafed it earlier, a vast amount 
of human misery might have been prevented, and the 
world could have dispensed with the Vicarious Sacrifice.

The following item is taken from a Sunday school 
weekly :—

I’rof. Carmargo, who has recently been appointed 
director of general religious education in Mexico, is 
giving all his time at present to Sunday school work, 
because religious education in the day schools is pro
hibited by the Government. The Government, how
ever, is sympathetic to the Sunday school movement.

Since the Mexican Government disapproves of religion 
in connexion with education, we presume the pious pro
fessor’s office is one set up by some Frotestant Church or
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Churches, and has nothing to do with the State. If this 
be the fact of the matter, the notice about the appoint
ment is deliberately misleading.

“ What a ridiculous sight!”  said a lady in my hear
ing, the other day. The ridiculous sight was a man 
dressed in “  pearlies,”  with a boy dressed to match. It 
is all a question of habit and education. The same 
people that consider it ridiculous for a man to wear a 
coat emblazed with pearl buttons, will crowd to the 
spectacle of a court ceremonial where men are dressed 
in funny cocked hat, and feathers, and a costume to 
match. Or they will describe as profoundly impressive 
a High Church or Roman Catholic procession, in which 
the Bishops, Cardinals, and other ecclesiactical odds and 
ends resemble nothing else in the world so much as the 
clowns, pantaloons, and harlequins of a pantomime.

In Now and Then, a publication by Messrs Jonathan 
Cape, Ltd., Mr. J. Middleton Murry has a review of 
The Life of John Keats, by Albert Erlande. The notice 
is one of frank praise, and a notable passage by Mr. 
Murry is worth recording. Keats was as pagan as 
Milton in Cornus, and taking into consideration his 
period, he stretched his life to the utmost views 
that were far in advance of his time. Mr. Murry writes : 
“ Death we do not know; yet if we may guess at its 
secret, perhaps it is that all men ‘ die easy ’ at the last.” 
Iti the history of Christianity it will be found that this 
religion has always stressed the wrong things; if life 
was wretched then there was always the beautiful life 
beyond. If any vestige of happiness was to be found in 
the brief existence of mortals, then it was the punish
ment of hell-fire to come. It traded on the fears of the 
unknown, and death was an easy first. From Mr. 
Murry we get a confirmation of the colossal imposture 
on the strength of “ perhaps.”  Mr. Murry is not alto
gether right, for the ingenuity of Christian nations in 
devising weapons of war, the divine appointment of dis
ease, all tend to make a human being’s departure from 
this life as horrible as possible. But it is encouraging 
to see that Mr. Murry lias cut adrift from one of the 
bogies of Christianity : in time he may drop all of them 
and help others to follow his example.

Mr. John Van Druten, a young dramatist and author 
of Y'oung Woodley, has stated that the English theatre 
was twenty years behind contemporary thought. This 
is true, and quite easy to understand. When organized 
religion has had a finger in the pie of censorship it is 
only natural that ideas should only be allowed to be ex
pressed that suited the book of such dashingly daring 
young lads as the Bishop of London. Mr. Druten has 
only to become a subscriber to the Freethinker to see 
where the real fight for intellectual freedom takes place.

The other day Lord Hugh Cecil brought the question 
of slavery before one of the Commissions of the League 
of Nations. It appears that Abysinnia is the chief 
sinner, where, it is said, there are two million of slaves, 
and Where slaves are treated very badly. It is only 
necessary tt> add, which naturally Lord Cecil did not 
add, that Abysinnia is one of the oldest of Christian 
nations, and has never found anything in the Bible 
which forbade it to hold slaves. It needs some of our 
apologists out there to explain that the texts authorizing 
the holding of slaves, with St. Paul’s injunction to slaves 
to be obedient to their masters, really means that slavery 
is very strictly forbidden.

There was one occasion when all but one of the 
followers of Jesus left him. In the case of his reincar
nation, Krishnamurti, it is the other way about. The 
Theosophic incarnation of Jesus has left his disciples, 
because he is "anxious to appeal to a wider circle.” 
He is said to be now living in palatial quarters in a 
castle in Holland, that was given him by one of his 
admirers. We wonder what Mrs. Besant thinks of the
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over
reincarnated Jesus, who after all the trouble t^c'1̂ ].  ̂
him, prefers easy quarters in a castle to tra'  . 3t 
about the world as a missionary. We fancy n0® . 5̂ 
we have read, that Krishnamurti is what the a 
call “  slim.”

, Catho-
There is a new movement on foot among Roma"

/irgin a • 
s will not trou

gentlemen like Mr. Belloc, for he has explained 1 ja

lies to make the Assumption of the Virgin
which no Catholic may disbelieve. This

.bk
no

matter how unreasonable a thing may appear.  ̂
Church has said he must believe it, then he hehev ^  
straight away. The Assumption of the Virgin means
- * - • • - ■ - _̂ ,1 r\HP 01her body was transported to heaven, and one
evidences cited in favour of this is that no one lias di»'the at#”' 

idcovered her body on earth. Therefore runs -  j,jni 
ment, it must be in heaven—which is the cock-e} ĉ .jiri,t- 
of reasoning that suits everyone who believes m 
ianity—real Christianity.

Cardinal O’Connell told a gathering of teaching^j 
in Boston, the other day, that no Catholic mother s ^  
be given absolution who sent her child to a > 
school. We fancy that is almost the rule eve!?ijev«* 
where Catholics have control. And if anyone 0 ^  
in Christianity—real Christianity, we cannot blame ,)f 
for doing so. There is no sense in blaming a W 
not being in robust health if he is eating impure jn 
Brutality in the name of kindness, and dishorn'» ^fe 
the name of morality are customary consequences 
Christianity is concerned.

,cd
The Rev. II. J. Taylor, who lias recently r e ,,ot 

from Germany, finds that the Labour Movement - 
merely outside the churches, but is 
church. But he finds that nowhere do 
work better, and nowhere are the “  down  ̂ jt 
outs ”  better looked after. This is really not 
should be. According to all the principles ial jji t® 
for ages by the Christian clergy, when people j t fY 
drift away from Christianity they should be full o p 
kind of villiany and brutality. Something apPe‘ 
have gone wrong somewhere.

fts VlIt is said that 350,000 Catholics from different },a ^  
Yorkshire and Lancashire and the Midlands ce‘e .^e 
Mass in the Thingwall Park, Liverpool. And Vct- 1̂;l1i>' 
are those who talk of Christianity being dead ? . £jfl'
who talk in this way, we felt sure do it to excuse y 
selves not taking an active part in Freethought P ,ĵ t 
ganda. One day of these days they may disco'0’ jt 
Christianity, as an organization, has a deal of life 
yet.

From the Christian Herald, we learn that Ang 
and Free Churchmen in this country are PreP‘ tif 
for a battle royal respecting a scheme of union < T s >  
by a joint committee of the Christian Churches m ŷ 
India. The “  battle,”  we gather, concerns high*! of 
portant matters such as episcopal succession, r’
bishops, ordination of ministers, and the “ laying 
hands.”  Onward, Christian soldiers!— God is 
both sides. So someone ought to win.

help111'

English Catholics have been rejoicing over eI"fq1ur0̂  
tion from the kind of restrictions of which their C 
was the pioneer in regard to other Christian sects- 
is a timely occasion to remind our readers that 
their help, arc working for a far greater and 1 ^ t .  
emancipation—the emancipation of the human 1,1 c 
not only from Catholic and Protestant “  truth,” 
from divinely inspired “ truth ”  of every kind.

A man may not be able to express what he 111 ‘ jiC 
in that case he will utter an untruth even vV jer ¡a 
means truth, and as an artist he will be a bung .f|£. 
spite of all inner visions,—Count Hermann Kcysi
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To COEEESPONDENTS.

IreiD.P.S.-«sinker
Endowment T rust.—J.F.W., ios.

We fancy your analysis of the crank/but
stantially sound. He appears to be a bit {reshing to
've confess to a liking for the species. «  ls about
* *  someone who is a little less sheep-like that 
Hmety-five per cent of the population.

a. a Moss..v°u w j" ’ ™eased to know that vour holiday is doing
H.Ra KeeP >t UP-ir0Dersa7?S— cann°t say with certainty why The Con- 
suCc 1 ist ceased publication. The publication was a 
i W  the first issue. But we suspect religious in- 
. es m th» , -  • ”  ■■ — - that Mr.,-ees m the background. Probably it was felt that 

'Pman Cohen had to be suppressed at all costs. \ e 
(7 er. fancy that if we offered the Freethinker to the 

Hstians, with an undertaking never to start another 
3 r- i,; "ould realize a good price. If a properly repre- 

Uatlve man could be found we should have no hesita- 
continuing the discussion in these columns.

l’ P«TiNCTox._Mr. Chapman Cohen has lectured in 
tfldersfield on several occasions, and, we think, in the 

Vlctoria Hall.

'! 'S,r Y°u do not give the name or the date of the paper 
\ye"’’"ch the cutting sent belongs. Is it of recent date.

Paper,
spnt. 
'¡on m

Uot see any indication of this on the cutting.Ve do 
S. Q

run Ü)e theory' of emergence does not in the least
Iir°d'(:;mUer to the proposition that the result is the 
si,cll . its factors ; it merely says that the product, as 
pl9yej s different from each in some of the qualities dis- 
I'he a « i Nit is a consequence of the synthesis effected. 
haVe ./a'vs °f matter ” apply to matter. Other phenomena 

I. \y ”eir own peculiar laws in virtue of their differences. 
rCasrjn<'° XN0R-—Fetter held over till next week—usual

Dot ,;!fR,UNn-—You are mistaken in thinking that we do
V* ‘hink

hay
it well to issue propagandist tracts and leaflets.

f(,rln ave been doing it all our life. But there are some 
s °f belief that are to-day too absurd to argue seriouslya«ailist.

\  u ,,
,' t u r n thinker 
rePort,

is supplied to the trade on sale or 
"■  Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once

h this office.
e Naf

\
Strc"lL,0nal Secular Society's office Is at 62 Farringdon 

n- Londoo
Sfcn Cc,,tar Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon

K n : london■ e  c -f
ticxj 'C Serviecs of the National Secular Society in con- 
^Wcati'^ ’̂ ecldar burial Services are required, all com-

°/ Hi -«P(j c Pioneer Press, 6t Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
ill ~ to the Editor.

ion, E.C.4.

I ons should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 
' Kosctti' giving as long notice as possible.

1 ,s 1°r literature should be sent to the Business Manager

.01,

I

■ j. f̂fiies and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
'■ lcr£c Pioneer Press," and crossed "Midland Bank, Ltd.,

■Rre
nvicll Branch.’
notices must reach br Farringdon Street, London, 
by the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be

Pfj ** ‘
byUis Mho send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
an niarking the passages to which they wish us to call

U«'nlion-
a<ijs lor the Editor of the "  Freethinker “  should be 

h e '°Sscd to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
its hi iree thinker "  will be forwarded direct from the pub- 
% e R 0ffice at t,,e 1°a°winS rattt (Home and Abroad) 

year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

Sugar Plum s.

n
S<:tic's ']aily. TclcSrapil has commenced publication of a
Pot'
ih. "'"i.’ 
%t

The New Des-,is articles by Ford Hewart, on
'■  T]ic articles deal with growth of govern-

Hj,n W administrative order, in other words, at the 
Pta.Qjj the official who happens to be in office. In 

Cc it means that statutelaw may be circumvented,

1 1 1 -----kz."T:vT:--------:-----  1 -a

and the courts, which used to be the Englishman’s last 
refuge against administrative tyranny, rendered help
less. Some judges have already commented very 
strongly7 on this development, and we hope that some 
very strong stand will be made against this form of 
governmental anarchism. To call it, law, is absurdity. 
There is no law where an official order may make this or 
that legal. The practice was gaining ground before the 
war, but the war gave it an enormous impetus, and it 
has been growing rapidly since the war ended.

The strange thing is the way in which people submit 
without question to an official order. Here is one ex
ample. We have several times called attention to the 
way in which the police in provincial towns are arrogat
ing to themselves the right of determining whether open- 
air meetings shall he held or not. The procedure is for 
an ordinary police constable to approach those who are 
conducting a meeting, and inquire whether there is a 
permit from the chief constable. If there is uot the 
policeman forbids the meeting. Now this is a sheer 
usurpation. »Save in special instances—the law for
bidding meetings within a certain distance of Parliament, 
etc., enclosed spaces that are public property—there is 
110 law against holding a public meeting in the open-air 
at any place, provided there is 110 obstruction, language 
inciting to a breach of the peace is not used, and 110 
annoyance to the people who live in the immediate 
vicinity is caused. In either of these cases the onus of 
proof lies with the police, if action is taken.

Wc had a complaint recently that one open-air speaker 
had been dealt with in the usual manner and a permit 
demanded. We. took the matter in hand by instructing, 
on .behalf of the N.S.»S., a solicitor to ask under what 
powers the police were acting. The reply took the form 
of the quite gratuitous information that the police had 
not the power to authorize anyone to cause an obstruc
tion in the public streets, but as an act of courtesy the 
police might indicate a place at which meetings could be 
held where no obstruction would be likely. We did not 
require the first part of the letter, and the second part 
was a sheer evasion. The police have no such power as 
they had exercised. We advise all open-air speakers to 
follow the plan we always followed when engaged in 
open-air work. Work with the police where possible. 
If the police interfere, inquire on what ground the in
terference is attempted, get witnesses, as to what trans
pires, and then let matters take their course. The man 
who attempts a public meeting in, say', Rudgate Circus 
is a fool, but there are plenty of places where the police 
cannot well interfere. I11 any case Chiefs of police are 
not yet vested with the power oT issuing permits for the 
exercise of public speaking.

The Liverpool Branch of the N.S.S. has arranged a 
very attractive course of lectures for their Autumn and 
winter season. There are four special lectures to take 
place in the Pictou Hall, and lectures on every other 
Sunday evening, from October 6 to March 30, in the Hall 
at 18 Colquitt Street. We hope the Branch will meet 
with the success it richly deserves, and that local friends 
will give both their moral and financial support.

We shall not be at all surprised to find some of our 
religious apologists impeaching non-religious science on 
the grounds of its hopeless outlook, because, in the 
course of time, “  The denudations of a million nlilliou 
years will have reduced the mountains almost to plains, 
while seas and rivers will be frozen packs of ice, and the 
human race will be extinct.”  So says Sir James Jeans 
in bis latest work, The Universe Around Us (Cambridge 
Press, 12s. 6<1.), but we manage to view the impending 
disaster with tolerable equanimity. After all, a million 
million years gives sufficient time for 011c to settle one’s 
affairs without undue haste, besides doing quite a lot of 
other things, while to fill in the odd moments we can 
think of no better and no more interesting way than 
reading the latest work of the Secretary of the Royal 
Society. Besides, a beginning and end to the universe, mu
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less vve particularize a special universe seems a quite un
warrantable suggestion, when, as is the case with Pro
fessor Jeans, all idea of Gods and creations, are set on 
one side. The process of degradation may go on, un
doubtedly does go on, but it may yet be discovered that 
there are ways of reparation as w ell; and it is unwise 
to take the last advance in knowledge as final, as it is to 
say that our ignorance in this or that direction is irre
movable.

Anyway, Sir James has written a fascinating volume, 
and has well achieved his purpose of writing a volume 
that shall make the present scientific conception of the 
universe “ intelligible to readers with no special scien
tific knowledge ”— the two chapters on “  Exploring the 
Atom,” and “ Exploring the Universe,”  are models of 
clear expression, and cameo-like delineation. The first 
chapter may be commended to those who talk so much 
nonsense about the destruction of the atom. The whole 
work impresses one, not merely with the growth of 
knowledge concerning astronomy itself, but with the 
linking up of astronomy with other branches of know
ledge. It is this fact that so widens the scope of Pro
fessor Jeans’ survey that it becomes a useful introduc
tion to the study of the whole of physical nature. He 
is one of those men who not merely know evolution, but 
think it. One ought not to take leave of the work with
out noting the absence of the clotted nonsense about the 
purpose of life, or of the universe, the working out of a 
plan, or of forces trying to achieve an end, etc., which 
disfigure the pages of so much that Professor Arthur 
Thomson, and Sir Oliver Eodge and other scientists 
write. Sir James is content to take the universe that 
our knowledge discloses to us, and he closes his survey 
on a note of sustained eloquence and hopefulness, 
thus :—

“ As inhabitants of the earth we are living at the very 
beginning of time. We have come into being in the 
fresh glory of the dawn, and a day of almost unthink
able length stretches before us with unimaginable oppor
tunities for accomplishment. Our descendants of far-off 
ages, looking down this long vista of time from the 
other end, will see our present age as the misty morn
ing of the world’s history; our contemporaries of to-day 
will appear as dim heroic figures who fought their way 
through jungles of ignorance, error, and super
stition to discover truth, to learn how to harness the 
forces of nature, and to make the world worthy for 
mankind to live in. We are still too much engulfed in 
the greyness of the morning mists to be able to imagine, 
however, vaguely, how this world of ours will appear to 
those who come after us and see it in the full light of 
day. Put by what light we have, we seem to discern 
that the main message of astronomy is one of hope to 
the race and of responsibility to the individual—of re
sponsibility because we are drawing plans and laying 
foundations for a longer future than we can well 
imagine.

We arc asked to announce in connexion with Mr. 
Whitehead’s ojxm-air meetings on the Tynside, that he 
will visit Stanley on September 21, and on Sunday 
morning (the 22nd) will speak on the Sandhills, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. The evening meeting will be 011 the 
Town Moor, at 6.30. On Monday and Tuesday even
ings, at 7, he will be at the top of Windmill Hill, Gates
head. These are the first open-air meetings that have 
been held in Gateshead, and friends are specially invited 
to be present.

Apropos of our paragraph of Mr. Bernard Shaw’s 
statement that he was asked to lecture at the Hall of 
Science, with a view to his being proposed as President 
of the N.S.S., and that it was only then that G. W. 
Foote, was elected, Mr. A. B. Moss, one of the oldest 
members of the Society, says that as contemporary of 
the period indicated he never heard any such story. As 
we said, the tale is absurd on the face of it. Mr. Shaw 
should keep his romances for occasions like “  .Saint 
Joan."

One good schoolmaster is of more use than 0 hundred
piieats.-'-Thpnias Paine,

Dolet.
T he F reethougiit MartyiL

has

has bee»
so

W'Ol.•orl<l

ReeiGion lias had its martyrs, and 
Freethought. The path of progress 
drenched with blood and tears, and a ^  
darkened by theology has been lightened by *lC 
of the stake. From Socrates drinking the 
cup to the latest object of orthodox hate, 1115 j)fl 
bears a long record of noble men and women 
have died or suffered for humanity and truth.

Nothing, says Lecky, should impair the revert_,o  J  -------^  ~  — ------------ J  ,  -- ------------------- ------------x_ .

with which we bow before the martyr’s tomb, 
there are martyrs and martyrs. The early Chris 
courted death at the hands of power; their eager»^5 
to be immolated outstripped the cruelty of their Per‘ 
secutors. They were ready to perish miserably l|trCr „of
hereafter. They wished to make an infinitely Pr' 
able exchange, giving a few moments’ Pa[n f (()

in order to wear an imperishable crown — ~ q¡.

1 fot

reward 
a i»’**1 

eP

f e * v * , * &  «-V X W » V  ----------------------------  * « i-

eternal bliss. They died not to save others d 
save themselves, not for unfriended Truth but  ̂
Deity with power to bestow matchless 
There is no martyrdom in that. But when 
who has no assurance of another life, and perh&P5 ^ 
belief in it, risks reputation, fortune, friendship  ̂
life itself, in the pursuit and propagation of »1 
and rather than belie his conscience or stultify 
manhood, dies a bitter death, and lays his all on.̂  3 
altar of man’s highest hopes; then indeed there 
martyrdom at once pathetic and sublime. u

Etienne Dolct, one of the martyrs of Freeth0'1̂  
during the Renaissance, was hanged and burnt 
Lyons in the year 1546, on his thirty-seventh b'f 
day (August 3) The Church gave him the mart! 
crown as a birthday present, and. that was the 0 
noble gift it could confer.

Several works have been written on Dolct 
French, but nothing had appeared in English, 11,1, 
Mr. Christie published this monumental BiograP*1̂  
which shows, like Mr. Pollock’s Spinoza, that we> j 
well as the Germans, can produce the finest fruits 
profound and careful scholarship. Mr. Christie » 
devoted the leisure of eight years to his work, allC ..
he can never expect any other payment for it, be

, , fle
should at least receive our heartiest gratitude.  ̂
has conferred an inestimable boon on all earu^ 
students of literature, as well as on those who chC 
the memories of the heroes and martyrs of progre  ̂
While highly impartial, he has performed his task 
a labour of love, and done justice to one whom * 
Boulmier has called “  the Christ of Freethought-

Mr. Christie’s research has been long and pat'0.11̂  
and he has collected a vast quantity of interest!, 
matter from obscure sources. Yet we are surpr'5*., 
to find that he makes no reference to the bibliop*1 
Jacob’s lengthy introduction to the works of ^°r',]\ 
venture Des Periers, in which there are sevCl\  
passages referring to Dolet, and many curious n° j  
on the literary struggles of his time. Has it escap } 
Mr. Christie’s notice, or does he think it useleS*j 
We can hardly conceive the latter, for Jacob (P3̂  
Lacroix) is certainly an authority on the history 
French literature, if on nothing else.

Although lie is Chancellor of the Diocese of M3 
Chester, Mr. Christie praises Rabelais and Volta1 ’ 
and the French Revolution with charming frankflC- 
He writes of Voltaire as “  the father of the Rev0'1 j 
tion in at least one, and that not the least benefit3 
of its aspects.”  And of the arch-heretic and 1  ̂
jolly Curé of Meudon, he writes; “  Intense l°vC *, 
the human race, intense desire for its social and

* litienne Dolet, The Martyr oj the Renaissance- ^
Biography, By K, C. Christie, Macmillan & Co,
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Actual and moral progress, intense hatred of hypo-^ g ica o , 1UI«‘W ‘Yc to
cJ'sy, bigotry, and superstition and ignorance is to
ba found in hotVi »
says in both.”  Further on, in a footnote, he

Great as was the genius, many as were the 
'utiles of Rossuct, I prefer the Christianity (or non- 
Christianity) of Voltaire to that of the Eagle of 
Meaux, nor can I forget that his beak and claws 
* lsplayed themselves not only in the flights of his 
Pulpit oratory or in his admirable denunciations of
the vi
active

ariations of the Protestant Churches, but in the
Persecution of Fenclon, and in the warm ap-

P’oval which he gave to the revocation of the Edict
es and the dragonnades of Languedoc.”°f Nanti

And he describes Rabelais as “  that great man,
r°m whom a word of praise is itself sufficient to con-
(tr.an immortality.”  It is very pleasant to find a
Jetl°us and sober scholar, like Mr. Christie, confess-
J* Wmself “ a disciple of the divine Pantagruel.”

e *s Worthy to be a member of the Rabelais Club,
J'(l to consort with the choice spirits who compose it *ie ,1

the splendid wisdom and humanity beneath
in 1 aster’s buffoonery, and understands the mean 
Ca 0 Victor Hugo’s great word about “  irony in- 

^ atc f°r the salvation of mankind.”
Hof 11 * re£ar(f to the Renaissance, Mr. Christie 

lcc's the sneer that it gave birth to nothing, and 
mtes i t :_

vSurcly this is not so. The Renaissance gave 
mtli to mental freedom. It taught the true mode of 
poking at things and opinions. It revived the 

’ assical as opposed to the medieval method of 
’ought. it examined things as they are, and 

opinions according to their absolute truth or 
•usehood, and not according as they are in accord 

0r discord with authority and orthodoxy. It ap 
Pooled ab auctoritate ad ran; and a system which 
"os the parent of Erasmus and Rabelais, and a more 
foniote ancestor of Moliere and Voltaire, cannot be 
oalled unfruitful or unworthy of attention, what
ever be the value at which we appraise its fruits.”  
,r‘ Christie then notices the hostility of the chief 

ti, U.ts °f the Renaissance to Christianity, and says 
c fault was not theirs : —

” To each of them Religion, Christianity, and the 
"otholic Church represented as it could but repre- 
SePt, all that was odious, all that was opposed to 
freedom of thought, tp freedom of action, all that in 
°ne aspect (the religious) was cruel and brutal, in 
another (the mundane) all that was degrading and 
’tumoral.”

’ Ven Bossuct, says Mr. Christie, “  had no word ofsypi
andPathy, apparently no thought, for the wretched

in fact, as Vinet has re
timing all that triumphal era the people

Ti ].opPressec  ̂ millions; 
e$Cl Ccl

npe our search. For them, at least, the Church
hu message.”  Such is the spirit in which Mr.bad

Ch - .jjj ristie writes. Having recognized it, and given
thanks and praise for the result of his labours, 

 ̂ * sball proceed to draw from it, for our readers, a 
narrative of Dolet’s career, his struggles, hisM i .5hec,esses, his misfortunes, and his death.

j °̂let was born at Orleans in the years 1509, prob-
b'." on the 3rd of August, the day on which Saint
dien

hi:

?bjy
.̂ «tine’s relics were “  invented.” Little is known

ls parentage. One absurd story represents him 
(h fjte natural son of Francis the First; but, as Mr. 
p lr'stie observes, “  at the date of Dolet’s birth 

*ahcis, then Duke of Valois, was not quite fifteen 
j .ars of age.”  Voulte, one of his enemies, says that

fpfher died at the hands of the public executioner, 'hi
Say.
Po:

''si however, is probably a slander. Dolct himself, 
"s that his parents were “  in no mean and low 

1 sfrion,”  and that his father attained to civic 
labours. Both appear to have died while he was still 
°ung. Yet they, or other relations and friends, 
l‘Cl»red for him a liberal education. G. W. Foote, 

(To be continued.)

Propaganda Work in Sweden.

A correspondent was kind enough to suggest that my 
former articles might be of value to our Movement in 
indicating new approaches to old problems, so I venture 
with another short article dealing with the particular 
problem of the country that, long before the coming of 
the spoiler Christianity, had a wonderful Weltan
schauung in its mythology, but which to-day is strictly 
(in all senses) Lutheran. The following is what my 
correspondent writes : —

There is only one movement in Sweden which is 
organized to combat religion. This organization is really 
a section of the world-wide proletariat Esperanto Assoc- 
ciation, and functions as such. There are 110 others, and 
there have been no other organized efforts in Sweden be
fore this. The “ Komunist-Partei,”  of course, expects anti- 
religious attitudes from its members, but does not do 
any particular anti-religious work apart from its own 
political aims. La Social-Demokrat Partei, lias capitu
lated to the forces of reaction, and is now actively en
gaged in pacifying and hunting the religious to increase 
its own ranks and power. Much the same game as is 
being played by the Labour Party in England. Natur
ally many ecclesiastics are to be found in its ranks, and 
the party even helps them actively to disseminate the 
poison of religion into the working classes. At the 
moment the Social Democratic Party is discussing the 
problem of founding a special social democratic paper, 
having the aim of capturing the religious for its political 
body. Resides this, the party already has one ‘ ‘apolo
getic ” paper, by which it enters religious circles.

Our own organization is only some months old and is 
.very small, and the obstacles to overcome are very 
great. Naturally our organization is mainly concerned 
with freeing the workers from the dope which the eccle
siastics are providing unceaslessly to the workers.

The Communists have, I see at the last moment, begun 
to discuss the possibility of establishing a separate 
organization to unite not merely Espcrantists, but every 
Freethinker in Sweden. Such an organization is cer
tainly very necessary, as you can see from the list of our 
enemies : The State religion (Lutheran), Swedish Mis
sion Association, Methodist Association, Baptist Asso
ciation, The Pentikost Association (Penticost whole- 
hoggers), Russel Association, Association of daughters 
of Ephraim and several other minor sects, and the Social 
Democratic Party, which has decided to fight any Free- 
thought tendency.

In Sweden the same customs as in England are in 
vogue where the State religious rules, for example in the 
Army. Every Sunday there is an obligatory service, 
and each evening a service is held in camp or in the 
barracks.

The religious forces have their own morning paper, 
The Swedish Morning Post, which, of course, is very re
actionary, and against this and other periodicals we 
have the newly-founded, tiny but brave, The New Free
thinker. L. Corinna.

A Prayer.

On, God of kindness, love and care,
To whom 'tis said we are in debt,
I crave to give a present fair,
A present that you’d ne’er forget.
I saw to-day an idiot boy,
Condemned as helpless; mad and maimed.
No sun, no moon, no love, no joy 
And you, O God, stand unashamed.

Throughout a glorious summer day,
Whilst you played castles with a cloud,
In lonely agony he lay,
Chattering incoherently and loud.
You lead some through a sunny way,
With naught of misery to tell—
The Fawning crowds who sing and Pray— 
While some have left on idiot's Hell.

E.ILC.
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“ Christ—Man or God?”

[In a recent issue of a daily paper the Dean of Dur
ham, Bishop Welldon wrote an article entitled 
“ Christ—Man or God?” The article led to the 
following letter being sent, with a reply by the 
Bishop. We think our readers will be inter
ested in the correspondence.— E d ito r .

27th July, 1929.
The Rt. Rev. Bishop Welldon,

The Deanery,
• Durham.

M y  L ord  B ish o p ,
I have read with interest your article in the Daily 

News of last Saturday, “  Christ—Man or. God?” , In 
this you say, “  Why should these miracles be elimin
ated?” This is a question which I am sure you are 
putting in all sincerity, not only to other equally sincere 
men but to those who have given serious attention to the 
matter. Such a question, coming as it does, from a man 
in your position, that of a teacher, and published in a 
newspaper with a circulation of over a million, calls for 
a reply. I myself was brought up in the Christian 
faith, and it was only after many years of close study 
that I abandoned it. Among the very many reasons 
which led to this change was the impossibility of ac
cepting as an historical fact the “  Incarnation.”  Were 
the story of the Virgin Birth claimed solely by the 
Christian Church, it would at least stand out as some
thing unique, but this has never been the case—as you 
surely must be aware. In Symbolism in Relation to 
Religion, or Christianity, the Sources of its Teaching 
and Symbolism, by Janies Ballantyne Hannay, published 
by Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., you will find 
an extensive list of Sons of God, Messiahs, Saviours 
born of a Virgin to Save Mankind, with their authori
ties, which include such names as Champollion, Rcnouf, 
Tacitus, Gibbon, Draper, Beale (Hist. Budd), The Vishnu 
Purana, Squire (Serpent Worship), The Shi-King Decade. 
Malcome (History of Persia), Faiths of Man. Marduk 
(Ency. Brit.), Mallet (Northern Antiquities), Kings- 
borough (Mexican Antiq.) and others. Besides these, 
each of whom has a full mythical history, just as Jesus 
has, there are hundreds of Gods, or Sons of God, who 
came down to earth to teach and save men, scattered 
through every part of the Old and New World, in the 
legends of every religion. The story of an infant god 
born of a virgin mother holds a prominent place in the 
ancient religions of Egypt, India, China, Chaldaca, 
Greece, Rome, Siam, Mexico, Peru and other nations. 
And this belief in virgins giving birth to offspring has 
persisted right down to modern times, both in civilized 
nations, as for instance, in the case of Joanna South-' 
cott, and amongst savage tribes of which ample evidence 
is given in Frazer’s The Golden Bough. You would I 
feel sure refuse to accept as true these countless claims— 
with one single exception. May I, in all sincerity, ask 
you w hy ? Is there any special evidence which justified 
the acceptance of the virgin birth of Jesus as an histor
ical fact—evidence which is wanting in other cases ? 
Some cases no doubt date after the Christian Era, but 
very many preceded it by thousands of years (and in
deed the same may be said of all the other features of 
Christianity). If all claims of Virgin Birth are to be 
ruled out of court, one may well ask, how can such be
liefs have ever come into existence ? I would suggest 
that in some or all of the following explanations may be 
found the key. As regards Joanna Southcott (in which 
no virgin birth was claimed) it may have been a case of 
abdominal dropsy, or a fibroid or other uterine growths. 
A post mortem was, I believe, held which, put preg
nancy out of court, but opinions differed as to the cause 
of her abnormal appearance. There are from time to 
time cases like that of Mrs. Russell, which wTas before 
the Courts some few years ago. Dr. Playfair (I think) 
certified that though pregnant she was also iutacta. The 
lady in question was a married woman, and the medical 
evidence offered, explained quite satisfactorily her con
dition. Many savage tribes (see The Golden Bough and 
other works of a similar nature) have the haziest notion 
as to the cause of pregnancy. Were this not stated by

authorities of undoubted veracity, it would be imposs/’ e 
to believe some of the statements made on the subject. 
Frogs, trees, stones, and other inanimate objects 
acredited with the power of human procreation. 
in many other instances the belief in virgin birth l1*1® 
arisen out of symbolism. (,

For men such as the usual Salvation Army “ Captain/ 
or the Fundamentalist, want of opportunity to acqu,rc 
knowledge is some justification for ignorance. T'lC 
same may be said for those whose religious tenets ®a c 
even the very commencement of individual though'- 
to say nothing of investigation, an unpardonable s)0' 
But this does not apply to those who, well aware th/ 
c\ idencc is at hand on all sides, evidence offered by wc 
informed men of the highest moral standing, yet 
fully shut their mind and continue to teach that win1 
if they were intellectually honest men, they could °ot 
but help knowing to be untrue.

Now comes the tragedy. There are many Christian 
clergymen who at the commencement of their carcc/ 
did truly believe all they had been taught. But in the 
course of years, reading and thought have revolutionize 
theii beliefs. Often with wives and young children c/ 
tirely dependent on them, with no private means °°f 
such knowledge as would enable them to earn a live/

be-liood in any other calling, what are such men to do. 
some cases they say, “  It matters little what one  ̂
lieves, all that counts is, how one acts. Most people a 
incapable of reasoning for themselves. If you dest 
their present beliefs, beliefs which have a real effect 
their daily actions (“  the creed,” which to use you/0^ 
words, “ is sufficient both for life and death” ) L  
can offer them nothing better, that is to say, nop / 
which we are capable of understanding, and there 
likely to have an ethical effect on their lives.”  U° 
the Robert Elsmere of fiction, who had a good Pr"'q. 
fortune, for such clergy to be really honest means dc5  ̂
tution, ruin for themselves and those nearest and dea/’
to them. As an anodyne, some lead unselfish bla®cless

lives and devote their existence to putting into Pr°cl̂ c 
the Sermon on the Mount, thus becoming verity 
blessings to mankind. They are, alas! but few- * 
have doubtless met such. f j

I think I have now answered your question. ..
in turn ask you one? During the past half cenW  ̂
there has been a marked change in the attitude of " c [ 
read laymen and clergy towards the basic doctrines 
the church— a change that is all in one direction-  ̂
temporary with this change of thought has g0,ie^5 
marked diminution in crime and all anti-social 0 
(though less than might have been expected). In vl. 
of these facts, how is it possible for the Church to J°a. 
tain a cast-iron, inflexible attitude towards tenets wh,c
even the ill-inlormed 
possible to accept ?

man in the street ”  finds i®'

I am,
My Lord Bishop,

Yours faithfully,
E rnest P orTe r '

D ear S ir ,
BISHOP WELEDON’S REPLY.

I beg to thank you for having taken the tro°blc
of writing me so long a letter. There are, as I tin0' 

vs respecting our Lord’s pe 
ality ; one is that lie  was a Being higher than m an /1

our lvora s 
gher than man

became man; then His Incarnation, as it is caflee.^
itself the greatest of all miracles, and it imports at■ 1 ^

irack'the possibility of other miracles in Ilis life. It lS
perhaps necessary that I -should define the word ®ir: t0 
Augustine’s definition that a miracle is not contrary j 
Nature but contrary to man’s present knowledge 
Nature is, I think, as sound as any which has yet 0 
given. The other view is that lie  was only man. 
then the claims which He'makes for Himself are in .g 
judgment inconsistent with Humanity. A man wh°  ̂
immune from sin, who can forgive sins, who is one " 
His Father in Heaven, who offers rest to all the 
and heavy laden sons of earth, who possesses all P0' f 
in Heaven and earth, and who will one day be the Jlti 
of all the living and the dead, is, if His claims arc k 
no mere man.
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n J * * ™  persons, wlio without any basis of the 
U,rJ  >an faith, are ;
tlie i; IUS*:'?u moral law; but they are not Christians in
theni!-nJiaith* are seeking in their daily lives to fulfil 

SCllse m which the Church has always understood
It is our Lord’s prerogative ofDivi"0*  " Christian.

tii0. 10 Powers and His resolute unwillingness to use 
sis- ,I J°Wers *n His own behalf which has made so irri- 

J e an appeal to the heart of humanity.
Believe me,

Most faithfully yours,
p J. E. C. WEU.DON.

Porter, Esq.

acted by the Freethinker. May this journal enjoy a 
longevity until the efforts of the Freethought Movement 
have been crowned with success, and may the editor and 
other contributors remain in such sound health as will 
enable them to carry on their invaluable work with the 
same unremitting vigour as hitherto'.; ^

Transvaal. D. Matthews.

Correspondence.
To the E ditor of the “  F reethinker.”

A Tribute.

As
«iv °lle W'10 Sfew up in a Christian atmosphere and 
11, lro®nent wherein everything that smacked of Free-
bought

grew up in 
wherein everj

"arf. • -Was suppressed and condemned, but who after-
tlj S l™necl the ranks of those who stood for liberty of 
Mii'fj ant* speech for reasons, and under circumstances 
pj.j space forbids me to set out in this contribution, I 
"'an* exPress my appreciation of the inestimable yeo- 
tb service rendered by the Freethinker in unfettering 
j„ Masses from tlie shackles of superstition, and divest- 
¡ZjJ leir minds of a multitude of desipient and terror- 
¡jn religious ideas, and to avow my gratitude for the
j °wledge and information regularly imparted to me by

^articles.
s. *'e Freethinker, which is indubitably the only out- 
V,-i ” , Freethought journal in the British Empire, can 

its articles as being on a par with those of any 
0]) journal devoted to the enlightenment of the people 

"«»ltifarious questions of importance and interest, and 
ai P'ùle itself on its brilliant galaxy of contributors 
„j, °nk whom may be mentioned the editor—Mr. Chap- 

Cohen, who seems to be peerless in his lucidity of 
r He ai - - 
llodt
t-aci,]'lst;

and logical reasoning— Messrs. Cutner, Moss, Mann, 
Reeves, Mimnermus, Keridon, Lamel and others,

’ °f whom writes articles intensely stimulating and 
ruetive and devoid of what I would term “  scliool-

le snobbery ”  and equivocations, and for that reason 
]a(Ĉ  appeal to the average layman even though the 
\v .et may not always be in full accord with everything 
sjt 1 rtn in them. On that account loo, the Freethinker 

a,dd be utilized more for propaganda work.
. ccasionally, opponents and so-called Freethinkers
0 at the journal because its writers happen to declare 
t^nly what they regard as true and right, and because

hit straight and do not care to mince matters with 
tr,0 “ meek and, mild ”  Christians. These people seem 
(„ mink that tile Freethinker is intolerant merely bc- 
.,‘.llSe they are apt to confuse the terms “ criticism” and 
^'"tolerance.” According to them the Freethinker must
1 j'rt its subscribers to “ kindergarten ”  stories, and

| them that although Jesus cursed a fig-tree he is not 
I, ' 1 a bad sort after a ll; and although Christianity has 
in,'" ai1 ” Her fiasco in moral and social reform since its 
,r «Ption centuries ago, there is, nevertheless, something 
pJ<l(f and attractive about i t ; something mysterious which 
,,'ls at times a beneficial effect on our depraved human 
’’atlu-e
are ,re. Unless it does this, it is intolerant. Microbes
)• ' Pernicious things which we combat in our daily 
I l;s> but hermaphroditic Freethinkers and ovinc-mimled 
 ̂ 'evers presumably hold that microbes should sorae- 

ti"'es be allowed some free-play because they may des- 
t]°y some uiidesircd human being, especially those Free- 
jjllukcrs who have the courage to announce openly from 

Platform and in the press, what their convictions

ii^ow and again opponents of the journal make an

Suit

fusion into its columns with the obvious intention of 
the arguments of its contributors. The re-■‘"U-erizin

0]) Usually, is that they show up their own ignorance 

c’r own ratiocinations are so destitute of logic, thattli, fie  matter, which is the subject of argumentation, or

pitting an article to them would be sheer waste of
■’lie a

I
md energy.

tlie
'"ai:

am convinced that what I have written represents 
opinion of thousands who are staunch Freethinkers, 

‘Uy of whom, I take it, are not in a position to partici- 
1 (- directly in Freethought propaganda, but who have 

■ 'arm feeling for the Movement, and admire the role\v

SOUTHWELL AND ROBERTSON.
S ir ,— May I be allowed to set down, for just what it 

is worth, my disagreement with Mr. V. B. Neuburg’s 
strictures on the treatment of Charles Southwell, by 
J. M. Robertson. There is nothing in the article to re
but the statement that Southwell was unstable. He was 
admittedly quarrelsome; he was foolish enough to make 
his aricle on “  The Jew Book ”  unnecessarily offensive, 
and he apparently was in the service of Methodism and 
Freethought at the same time. Many Freethinkers are 
unfortunately inveterate hero-worshippers : a Southwell 
starts an Atheistic publication with the circulation of a 
few hundred, a mere drop in the ocean of national 
thought, and the tendency is to think that the whole 
mental world was bdlanced on his weekly output. He 
may have been “ a marvellous debater,”  but even then, 
in the sum total of a century of English Freethought, a 
couple of paragraphs might well be a just and generous 
meed of recognition. And doing time for Freethought 
does not necessarily mean giving it a lift.

Mr. Neuburg’s obiter dicta are interesting. That 
J.M.R. is master of “  a sound if seldom sparkling 
prose,” is amusing in so far as it is apparently put down 
by way of another whack at the detainer of Southwell. 
As Robertson does not claim to be a literary artist, be
littling his writing has 110 other effect than shedding a 
little light on Mr. Neuburg. And the charge that 
Robertson in the History oj Freethought is biased on 
the side of Respectability is best met with a plain denial. 
The shade of hypocrisy which hangs round the idea of 
“  Respectability ”  cannot truthfully be attached to him, 
any more than it can be said that, as between Mr. Neu
burg and the historian, “  the interests of justice and of 
truth and of honohr ”  arc in better keeping in the hands 
of the former. H. B. Dodds.

CAN A RATIONALIST BE A POET?
Sir ,— It has amused me during the past few years—  

my gradual weaning from Christianity and Occultism 
having only led to a change in my literary output since 
about my fortieth birthday—to see verses of mine con
temporaneously in your pages and in those of journals so 
far opposed to your views as Great Thoughts and The 
Leisure Hour. Correspondents ask me how it is pos
sible to fight in two camps?

But one is not fighting in two camps at all ? The 
writer of rhymes stands or falls by the literary content 
of what lie creates, quite apart from his technique. If 
I tell the Truth, as 1 conceive the truth; describe Beauty, 
as I behold beauty; express Aspiration, as 1 feel aspira
tion ; and do all this to the best of my poetic ability, it 
is a matter of complete indifference to 111c whether my 
work appeals to Christian, Freethinker or Oculist. I 
have spoken from my heart— if the heart of another 
mortal responds, then my message is humanitarian. 
That is enough “ spiritual ”  compensation.

Yet how curious it is that we should argue whether a 
poet (I do not put myself among even second-rate poets, 
be it understood!) believes in the Godhead or not. 
Could anything to-day be more absurd than the old 
statement that an undevout astronomer is unthinkable! 
Why, our greatest brains to-day are “ rationalistic ”  to 
a man (or woman) ! Only social cowardice, or considera
tion for relations and friends, holds back an open avowal 
of the fact. Thanks be, this fear of social reprisals is 
slowly but surely being dissipated, as wc learn more of 
the universe about u s ! J. M. Stuart-Y oung ,

Onitsha, Nigeria.



6o6 THE FREKTHINKËR

A QUESTION.
Sir,—Can any reader state if it is true, and if so, 

where it can be verified that the Servian who killed the 
Austrian Areli Duke just previous to the late war, was 
said to have been so incensed by Austria’s forcing upon 
Servia a thousand Roman Catholic priests, and their up
keep, and that the murder was in resentment of the 
indignity forced upon Servia against her wish ?

Curious.

Society News.

Mr . G. W hitehead addressed seven meetings in various 
parts of Glasgow. The four meetings held at Regent’s 
»Street were well attended, and at the opening one the 
drunks were well in evidence at question time, but good 
order prevailed and the lectures were appreciated. A 
meeting held at Partick, on new territory, proved to be 
more interesting than that of a rural orator whose audi
ence deserted him when our platform opened. None of 
the fanaticism usually displayed on a new pitch this 
time was in evidence.

The »Sunday evening meeting was advertised for 
Queen’s Park, but others having a prior claim, we moved, 
to a street opposite and failed to attract a crowd. We 
then tried Alexandra Park, where after still another 
change of pitch we succeeded in getting a good meeting. 
But the most satisfactory meeting was held at Paisley, 
a place unfamiliar with outdoor Freethought meetings, 
and was so successful that we decided to have several 
more the following week. The »Scots fondness for argu
ment kept our speaker exceptionally busy all the week.

Mr. Whitehead, on September 21, commences a week’s 
work in the Newcastle area, the opening meeting at 
Stanley.

REPORT OF LECTURES IN N.E. LANCASHIRE. 
Meetings have been well attended during the past week, 
much interest being shown. At Higham, on Monday, a 
local preacher came forward in opposition, and feeling in 
the crowd ran high.

At the Padiham and Oswaldtwistle meetings 
nothing unusual happened, but at Crawsliawbook, 
on Friday, a good deal of interruption was given by a 
middle-aged woman. »She afterwards stood by our 
speaker and commenced to sing (“  There is a fountain 
filled with blood” ) trying to get the crowd to join in. 
We nipped this effort in the bud, and made the lady 
rather sorry for her vocal effort.

At our second meeting, on Sunday, at Accrington, a 
local Methodist parson twice took the platform, and as 
an outcome a public debate has been arranged for »Sep
tember 29.—J.C.

Obituary.M r . F red  C oi.i.in s .
On Thursday, September 12, the remains of Fred Collins 
were buried in the City of London Cemetery, Ilford.

As an active Freethinker he preferred the unbeaten 
track, and in a quiet unassuming way did valuable work 
for the Cause.

Death, at the comparative early age of fifty-four, was 
due to Pneumonia following Bronchitis after a week’s 
illness.

lie  leaves a widow and three married children, to 
whom we offer sincere sympathy.

A large Humber of friends gathered at the graveside, 
where a Secular service was conducted by R. H. Rosetti.

Moncure Conway Memorial Lecture.

Mr. LAURENCE HOUSMAN
will deliver the t w e n t ie t h  l e c t u r e  

W E D N E S D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  25t h,  1929 
at Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.O.l 

the title being
“ The Religious Advance Toward Rationalism.”
The chair will be taken at 7 p.m. by Mr. H. W. N e v in s o n . 

Admission Free. Reserved Seat Tickets, is. each, from 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, W.C.i.

September

SUNDAY L E C T U E E  NOTICES, ^

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon it
E.C.5, by the first post on Tuesday, or they w'11 
inserted.

LONDON.

■ „ ked
South Place E thical Society (Conway Hall, 1« |.

Square, W.C.i) : 11.0, John A. Hobson, M.A.—“ Fa 
ism, the Barrier to Human Progress.” r

T he Non-Political Metropolitan Secular Socikt 1joI 
Orange Tree, Fusion Road, N.W.i) : September 26, ĵ.
Tottenham Court Road, Social and Dance, 7.30 to Ho0, 
mission is.

outdoor. ,̂r
West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park): i2.3°> ^  

James Hart, 3.30, Messrs. F. Betts and B. A. Le Maine, 
Messrs. A. H. Hyatt and B. A. Le Maine. Freed10 ^  
meetings every Wednesday at 7.30, Messrs. C. I>'s°u 
J. Hart; every Friday at 7.30, Mr. B. A. Le Maine. ^  
Freethinker may be obtained during our meetings 01 
the Park Gates, Bayswater Road. ,fl.

W est London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park, 
mersmith) : 3.30, Mr. Charles l'uson. v tl,i

Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near 
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. R. H. Rosetti.—A Lecture. fj.

Streatham Common Branch N.S.S., 6.30, Mr. F. P- Ll 
gan—A Lecture. ri-

F insbury Park Branch N.S.S., 11.15, Mr. F. 1 ■ 
gan—A Lecture. jjs

F itlham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of Sbor ^ 
Road, Nortli Fnd Road) : Saturday, 8.0 p.m.; Effie 
opposite Walham Green Station, Sunday 8.0 p.m. ,0l

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common) : 1 
Mr. F. Mann; Brockwell Park, 6.30, Mr. J. Hart, 
day, Clapham Old Town, 8.0, Mr. L. Fbury; Friday, 
pool Street, Camberwell Gate, 8.0, Mr. F. P. Corrigan- ^  

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near 
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. F. Mann—A Lecture. . „(t

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside Technical c° feC- 
Romford Road, Stratford, F.) : 7.0, Mr. L. Ebury—A 
ture.

COUNTRY.
INDOOR. ;t.v-

Mr . F . F gkkton Stafford, President, Liverpoof (Mer!̂ e 
side) Branch, wifi lecture on “ Secular Education,” at ,
Dingle Joint Co-operative Guild, 300 Park DS5>:Liverpool, on Tuesday, 24 September at 8.30 p.m. . |,e 
liers of the Merseyside Secular Education Committee "'l 
allowed to attend.

outdoor. ,,t
L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S. (Beaum 

Street) : Monday, September 23, at 7.30, Mr. J. V. SUor 
A Lecture. Tuesday, September 24, at 8.0, Edge Hill ka 
Mr. P. Sherwin—A Lecture.

Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. Mr.

at the Sandhill.
Monday and Tuesday evenings

George
head’s mission commences Sunday, September 22, at i1' f 

Sunday evening, at 6.30, Town M •[[ 
ay evenings, at 7.0, Top of Win1'3 

Hills, Gateshead. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, M /' 
at the Bigg Market, Newcastle. .

G lasgow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Ben Lomond. ”  1 
ander’s Bus leaving Cathedral Street. Saturday at 9-iS * 
to Drymen.____________________________

Miscellaneous Advertisements.

Y OUNG FREETHINKER (26) member N.S.S., deŝ rjj 
situation in London : preferably in Book Trade, l>ut (lJI 

entertain anything for living wage; desire to concentrate^, 
Freethough literary work. Knowledge languages :  ̂ ;)l| 
mercial routine : salesmanship, etc.—Reply FreeTHI1'1' 
Box A.F.D. 1, 61 Farringdon Street, London, F.C.4. ^

U N W A N T E D  C H IL D R E N
l a  a C ivilized Com m unity there should be 

U N W A N T E D  Children.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth 
trol Requisites and Books, send a ijfd. stamp to :

J* R , H OLM ES, East H anney, W antage, Berk*’
(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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H^gams in Books ! |
1

( 1IUMAN BEHAVIOUR in relation to the Study of | 
j Educational, Social, and Ethical Problems. By j 
' Stewart Paion, m .d. (Lecturer in Neuro-Biology f
|  at Princeton University). 1
|  Published 1921 at 21/-. Fricb 7/- Postage 9 ' \  

1 RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND HERESY J * ®  J
| m idd le  a g e s . By f . w . busseu . s

elaborate studies of Religion and Heresy in 
Hindustan and Further Asia, and Islam, its Sects 
ancl Philosophy. 873 pp.

Published 1918 at 21/-. Price 6/6. 
j Postage gd. (home); 1/2 (abroad).

[ Robert BUCHANAN (The Poet of Revolt). Com
plete Poetical Works, Two Vols. Contains the 
author’s remarkable and lengthy Freethinking 
Poems, " The Devil’s Case,” “ The Wandering 
Jew.”

Published at i s /-- Prick 6/6. Postage 9d.

PREUD’S THEORIES OF THE NEUROSES. By 
P>r- H. H iischmann. With an Introduction by 
Ernest Jones, m .d ., m .r.c.p. An English edition 

this well-known book, which heretofore has j 
m*n obtainable only in the imported American f 
edition. It provides a summary and a sympathetic 
Presentation of the Freudian theory.

Published at 12/6. P rice 3/6. Postage sd.

Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E .1C.4.

* 
i 
! 
! 
i¡CHRISTIANITY ANDj j CIVILIZATION. |

( Chapter from “ The History of the \ 

i intellectual Development of Europe.

Tice

By Prof. J. W. DRAPER. i

T W O P E N C E . Postage Ad. I ‘

"'hit Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. |

GENERAL INFORMATION
Fo r  f r e e t h in k e r s  . .

I nformation on Withdrawal of 
Children from Religious Instruc
tion in Public Schools. The 

Right to Affirm. Church Atten
dance in the Army and Navy. 
Secular Funerals. Civil Marriages, 
etc., etc.

ï̂ ost Free TW OPENCE.

’r'lK P'10NEER Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

THE OTHER SIDE
OF DEATH. • Ì

* 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i
1
i
!
I ____________ - __________ _ j
I T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

A Critical Examination of 
the Belief in a Future Life, 
with a Study of Spiritual
ism from the Standpoint of 
th e  N e w  P s y c h o l o g y .
B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

Paper Covers - - - TWO SHILLINGS
Postage ild .

. Cloth Bound THREE SHILLINGS & SIXPENCE
Postage 2d.

1 The Bible and Prohibition. i

! -------------------- *

{ B i bl e  and B e e r {
I (Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) j

j By G . W. FOOTE. j
1 —  1
J A careful examination of the Relations of the Bible 1  
I and Christian leaders to the Drink Question. j

j Price - Twopence. Postage y .  j

I The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

j FREETHOUGHT j 
{ & LITERATURE j
I By MIMNEEMÜS. |

i The Attitude of Great Writers towards |
j --------Religion and Freethought.--------  *

j   j
I Price One Penny. Postage id. j

I The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, F.C.4. £
------------------ ------------------------------    4

} mI t ERIALISMSi!.'EES!
I Verbatim Report of Debate between

i Chapman Cohen and C. E. M. Joad.
| One Shilling Net, St S Postage lid . 

j Revised by both Disputants.

J The P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.
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“D o e s  M a n  
S u r v i v e  D e a t h P ”

A D E B A T E  B E T W E E N

C H A P M A N  C O H E N
Editor of “ The Freethinker ” and

S H A W  D E S M O N D
the well-known Novelist

AT

Caxton Hall, Westminster
ON

Friday, October 25th, 1929
at 7 p.m.

Prices of Admission:—Reserved Scats—Stalls, 2s. 6d.; 
Balcony, Is. 6d.; Unreserved Seats, Is. A limited 
number of Platform Seats, at Ss.

Tickets may be obtained at the offices of the “ F r e e 
t h i n k e r ,” 6 i , Farringdon St., E.C.4, the N ational  
S e c u l a r  S o c i e t y , 62, Farringdon St., E.C.4, and the 
R a t io n a l is t  P r e s s . A ss o c iat io n , 4, Johnson's Court, 
Fleet St., E.C.4. An early application for tickets is 

advisable.
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History of the Conflict Between Religion and Science
By  P ro». J. W . DRAPHH.

This is an unabridged edition of Draper’s great 
work, of which the standard price is 7/6.

Cloth Bound. 396 Paget.

MIC* a/-. FOSTAGS 4jid-

Tn* Pioneer Preso, 61 Farringdon Street, IÍ.C.4.

SPECIAL OFFER.
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. . .  Freeth in k in g
By CHAPMAN COHEN.

The Three Complete Volumes of “ Essays in 
Freethinking ” will be sent post free for

7s. 6d.
\ Tim Pioneer -Press. 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

The Secular Society, Ltd*
'Company Limited by "Quaranta

Registered Office : 62 Farringdotn St., LoodoBi

Secretary: M r . R. H . R osetti.

Ë.C-4-

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legit secÛ !ti' 
the acquisition and application of funds for Secular p

The Memorandum of Association sets forth 
Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle tha ^  j0( 
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, jjjji 
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare ^
world is the proper end of all thought and action. jjja*
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Seen 
cation. To promote the complete secularization of t *_.f{ to 
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are condu  ̂ ^  
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and re * 
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed J 
person, and to employ the same for any of the purP 
the Society. .

SR® *Members pay an entrance fee of ten shilling*»
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings. .,

The liability of members is limited to £1, 10 c 
Society should ever be wound up.

1 0* 1
All who join the Society participate in the contro ,,|j 

business and the trusteeship of its resources. It «* e ** 
provided in the Articles of Association that no tneni 
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society» 
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest. j

A TThe Society’s affairs are managed by an elected 1 
Directors, one-tliird of whom retire (by ballot), e*c 
but are eligible for re-election. ^,

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited̂  f jfl

----4
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s I* j 0rd* 
their wills. The now historic decision of the House  ̂1« 
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, LH°  ̂ it* 
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained 
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary» 
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests. p(

A Form oj Bequest.—The following is a sufficient f°r 
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—

I give and bequeath to the Secular Society,
the sum of £---- free from Legacy Duty, and I■ , o'
that a receipt signed l»y two members of the I ^  ̂
the said Society and the Secretary thereof »h* y, 
good discharge to my Executors for the said Leg

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the 
should be formally notified of such bequests, as wd»* fu1' 
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, 0,1 ĵ if» 
particulars, will be sent on application to the 4̂.
Mr. R. H, RosiiTTi, 62 Farringdon Street, London,

I Evolution for the Young. |

\ Prehistoric Man and His Ancestor5
By ONA MELTON.

Price
Cloth with 

Is, Cd.
5 Plates,

Postage lid. cx̂ r#
I £ -------- -

i

I Realistic Aphorisms an** j
Purple Patches

By ARTHUR FALLOWS.

Paper Covers, 3s. 63. Postage
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