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» N Science P
\yH 1 & been pointed out that Professor Edding-

f_ggjg‘a&' 7or religion rests primarily upon his re-
? °f. Science to physical science. This is usually
as 7 exact science, but as the difference be-
exactitude am! inexactitude is only that
'naiiftn complete and incomplete knowledge, the
8). Citirn does not seriously alter the sense. The
. avuwed for this restriction of science to
_IsjGs .
tid Is that as science depends upon the construc-
"o(]]r‘?f a metric standard; you must express what
e[ L1 terms of mass, or motion, or weight.
I"Mpit ~Mat kind definition is more worthy of the
@ lan of one of our leading scientists. It fails
sc* ™ >nto consideration what is the true nature of
gip ' The standards applied in physics are ex-
b s °f the scientific principle and method applied
department of experience, but it does not
d)¢' ~at they are the only kind of standards pos-
W fX that they exhaust the possibilities of science,
hy tlat. after all, is science? We arc so astounded
knowledge of things which is now possessed
it js *b and this knowledge is, on the whole, so new,
'Moreover so generally, and one may add gencr-
trjj1 hjaced before 1iIs by scientists, that we are apt
ledj ’'ato the vulgar error of confusing mere know-
Sf*  With science, But mere knowledge is not
k) '|c at all. One might have an almost complete
hat @&b° of all the fossils found in a given geologic
'f n,nb with an equally comprehensive knowledge
deposits in which the fossils rested, but that
"tin* 1101 give one a science of geology. The acqui-
alil of knowledge is essential to science, the
intspaient of knowledge into groups of similar
V |Is essential to science, but neither separately,
1jt )oth together are they enough to constitute
20, Science commences with the framing of
\j htive formulee, or “ laws,” which enable us to
atcly describe what is occuring, to understand
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what has occurred, and to predict what will occur in
the future. And it happens that this kind of know-
ledge is most precise in the field of physics. Our
formulae there are most precise, because our know-
ledge of the forces or factors involved is most exact;
but it is hardly to be expected that the same precision
in knowledge can be reached in directions where the
factors are less definitely knowm.

* * *
Science and Pseudo-Science.

Why, then, docs Professor Eddington restrict the
application of scientific principles to the physical
world? The world of human nature is as much a
part of the totality of experience as the movements of
the planets or the growth of a tree. Why cannot pure
science be applied in the one case as well as in the
other? Well, here is the reason as given by Pro-
fessor Eddington why we cannot bring religion and
the “ spiritual ” nature of man within the domain
of science :—

The limitation of natural law to a special domain
would be more obvious but for a confusion in our
use of the word law. In human affairs it means a
rule fortified perhaps by incentives or penalities
which may be kept or broken. In science it means
a rule that is never broken; we suppose that there
is something in the constitution of things which
makes its non-fulfillment an impossibility. Thus
in the physical world, what a body does, and what
a body ought to do are equivalent; but we are well
aware of another domain, where they are anything
but equivalent. We cannot get away from this dis-
tinction. Even if religion and morality are dismissed
as illusion, the word “ ought ” still lias sway . . .

We cannot assimilate the laws of thought to
natural laws; they arc laws which ought to be
obeyed, not laws which must be obeyed . ..
“ Ought ” takes us outside chemistry and psychics.
If concerns something which wants or esteems sugar,
not chalk, sense, not nonsense. A physical machine
cannot esteem or want anything; whatever is fed
into it, it will chaw up according to the laws of its
physical machinery.

I have not the slightest desire to be disrespectful to
Professor Eddington, but | am left marvelling at the
confusion that could father sentences of this kind.
The mixture of commonplace and fallacy is so great
that it would take columns to disentangle them. It
is unfortunately true that the legal and the scientific
sense of “Law” is confused in the general mind, but
Professor Eddington would have contributed to
greater clarity had lie used language less teleological
in its style. To say that in the physical world,
what a body does is what it ought to do implies just
that ordering and arranging of nature which is the
bug-bear of scientific thinking, and the refuge of all
sorts of superstition. There is 110 “ought” jn nature,
there is only an “ is.” Things occur, and it is the
whole work of science to plot the curve of their be-
haviour. Of course “ ought” takes us outside
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chemistry and physics, but so does chemistry take
us outside physics, so does biology take us outside
chemistry and physics, so does every fresh category
take us outside other categories. In a pontifical
manner Professor Eddington is just saying that so
soon as things differ from each other they cease to
be identical. Even the statement that scientific laws
are laws which “ must be obeyed ” is deplorable.
Whence comes the “ must” ? Professor Eddington
is introducing into science a conception that has no
rightful place there, and so confusing the whole
issue. If a man continually writes and thinks of
nature as something that has been arranged or
ordered to do something, he will not be long in
deciding that some one must have done the ordering
and arranging. He is merely repeating in a conclu-
sion something that he has already stated in a pre-
miss. Once again the rabbit has been pulled out of
the hat, after being carefully placed within it.

* * *

The Ethical “Ought.”

Professor Eddington is playing with the question
of “ values "—a conception that has of late been
made much of by hard-pressed theologians. The
theory is that as science is—quite wrongly— made to
deal only with things that can be weighed or
measured, it can have nothing to do with questions of
value or significance, and therefore science cannot
deal with the “ higher ” or “ spiritual ” aspects of
life at all. This leaves the theologian a whole region in
which he can wander about at will, quite safe from
the intrusions of science and scientific methods. But
what, after all, are these things that give 1Is "value” ?
Science, as | have already said, deals with the move-
ments, the behaviour of things. The “ laws ” that
are, literally, made by science (for Professor Edding-
ton appears to overlook the fact that scientific laws
are products of the creative imagination) are devised
to describe their behaviour; and so must vary with
the behaviour of the things to be described. To des-
cribe a sensation in terms of the push and pull of
physics would be absurd, and no one but an anti-
materialist would be foolish enough to do so. That
is why, for every special group of things under ex-
amination we have laws of physics, laws of biology,
of psychology, etc. The behaviour with which
sociology deals is that of human beings living in
groups.

Now the “ ought ” with which sociology deals is
the kind of action that would ensue if human beings
acted up to a standard pattern, and reacted in an
identical manner to identical stimuli. And there is
no substantial difference here between the “ ought ”
of physics and the “ ought ” of morals; for Professor
Eddington, above all men, should have born in mind
the truth that if in practice men do not always do
what they “ ought,” neither do movements of matter.
In both cases exactitude is only accomplished in
vacuo; all forces have to be considered as free from
counteracting influence if we are to witness absolute
equivalence with “ law.” But the question | would
like to put to Professor Eddington— 1 haven't the
slightest hope that lie will essay an answer—is just
this. If the social “ought” docs not exist as a gqier-
alization based upon experience, and indicates the way
in which people would act if their minds moved with
the directness of theoretical physical movements,
what does it signify? But if it does exist as some-
thing based upon the experience of the past, and
counting upon certain things in the future, and
therefore counts upon certain reactions of human
beings to the social command, in what substantial
way does it differ from the “ ought ” that meets us
in physical science? The illustration given that "the
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laws of logic do not prescribe the Way ]t1o
think: they prestribe the> way eur ininoS I(_)a"S i
think,” introduces another confusion. ~
Logic are based upon the way in which t , .,
brain would function if it moved; as pT SIN

ctingll
are presumed to move, free from all counters’
fluences.

Is Man a Machine P .

To come closer to Professor EddingtwIS <a
A physical machine, he says, chaws up C’
fed to it according to the laws of its ™ fd
machinery. A human, psychical, machine
The alleged distinction between the P~ sl 4oss
psychical organism is vital to Professor L(1 °flic
case, and it is plainly and hopelessly wrQi if
“ mind,” equally with a machine, dOS
“ chaw up ” whatever is presented to it 1l
its structure. Strike a man a blow, depriveR‘
some legal or some social right, and we know
man will react in terms of his constitution, 1 j
tion, his environment. Keep him without
we know that he will rush for it at the firS
tunity. There are a thousand and one ways 1 .
we are able to foretell how human beings ~ P
and we can do so because there occurs " jgp
fessor Eddington says docs not take plaC"dmd?
himself a decisive disproof of his own s* (fitb
Note that he is giving us certain arguments) of
he is feeding the machinery of his readers " »
tain food. But unless he is counting that
“ chaw ” this up according to the laws of
machine, what is the good of presenting ar /ydI*
at all ? His arguments in favour of the » j/f
autonomy of the mind may have a precisely |j
effect. He cannot count on the statement *
two equal four, without reckoning on the 5b»
chawing up what is given to it in terms of the
its machinery. He is thus bound to endorse
tice all that he repudiates in theory.

In commencing these notes | pointed out
had only to analyse thg statements made o re% AP
we were once again being presented witl*
ment from ignorance. It is the helplessness O
which is stressed, not the possession of kno'™ if

o

Professor Eddington plainly tells the work w
you look for exact knowledge to provide a J’
religious belief you will look in vain. [If 9%L,cidj,

religion you must find it in a region to windle J
has not the entry, which is free from all thL
tests that are applied by which men verify la lall
of what they are told. Find a region of *1 (F
where ignorance takes the place of kne

you may establish religion. Make sure that c;
can never enter this territory, and you may j N
permanent religion. And in these statemen s
tirely agree. Atheists have been saying
thing for many years. nv>uis'
Chapman
Stockbrokers at School*
“ There is no danger to a man, that ka°"
What life and ileatli is.”—Geo Cltap»ian’
" We men, who in our morn of youth defi“1
The elements, must vanish—be it so! e
Enough, if something from our hands ha"
To live and act, and serve the future,
, . Coik
A report of the first meeting of the Wor'(®j jjifi"l

cnee on Adult Education at Cambridge shouH cf P
all those interested in such an important 1 1

education “ think furiously.” And when ollcpaf\
that a Bishop of the English State Church is I1 » tfi
to “ ride the whirlwind and direct the st°r
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22 amusement is not lessened, 1o be precise, it
'as the Bishop of Plymouth who spoke on I he
rnciples and Problems of Adult Education,” and
rdu  remarks it is quite apparent that the subject
Rented numerous problems and precious few prin-
‘Fes, as is customary in clerical utterances.
r .e bishop presented his case in the form of Big
Upiess. No small shopkeepers, nor poor clerks
~ be considered. Even bookmakers, whose activi-
~ are almost as collosal as those of the Ecclesiastical
“mnussioners, were politely ignored. But the
Would have bankers educated in scholastic
HfosoPhy, and stockbrokers instructed in the rudi-
r if of European history. Why the stockbrokers
uld he limited to old-world history is inexplicable
17ePt that the record of alleged statesmen in the
“ted States and South American countries is almost
Mainfm reading as that of the Newgate Calender,
nearly as high-minded.
knowledge is power, as the proverb reminds us.
Irraan ably a stockbroker who had a nodding ac-
o 'tanee with the French Revolution, would have
~»«age over his innocent colleague, whose in-
tefr Were narrowed down to the tape-machine and
V ° ntr°W tdle ballet. Similarly, a banker who
W(7 httle of Aristotle, and knew nothing of Her-
d(@pClicer. would, perhaps, be more of an “ intel-
Sy 1han his partner, whose sole relaxation was a
£ club. I can only conjecture. The only
jitr SWHMO "Berest me are John Eubbock, who was
Uental in obtaining Bank Holidays for the citi-
vhiit® this country, and a polite gentleman who
jliw. to me occasionally to remind me that my bal-
'fOls AL the wrong side of the ledger.
t'Vs]° llim justice, the Bishop of Plymouth some-
Krlj ets his eyes roam beyond the spacious offices of
V k:rs and stockbrokers. He has glanced at the
qs 'Tunan, and his wife, and they both need an
fv 7”a Warning. Listen to the right-reverend
,in"G°d =—
( the workers of this country have lost their
j '"P~city to appreciate beautiful things.”

dr(leed> these naughty artisans need music and
and other things to make them intolerant to

tid, u°uhl be interesting to know the bishop’s defini-
te °f “ beauty.” Perhaps he imagines that a
lin,/ hi full war-paint, crazier and all, is a sub-
50lfy dutiful object. And because artisans’ wives
curtesy to the clergy, “ the workers of this
fiiln'T liave lost their capacity to appreciate beauti-
¢ “»gs.”
Ys01'VO™hig-classes of this country are better-
better behaved, and have better homes than
bfedecessors. To-day there is colour in an Eng-
ikh(r°wd, and foreigners are finding out that Eng-
SH T.V are good-looking. Artisans enjoy good
Fev 11 tlie parks, and over the wireless. Even the
~N'Papers of the present-day are more informative
dfaja°re artistic than the magazines and periodicals
hij~ogone generation. The horrors of the Victorian
te \'c°l°ured lithography have been replaced by
%6] '?togravure, and even wall-papers show that the
"atel Ic Pleasures of our own time are better culti-
Mian of yore.
the talk of “ adult ” education is, in the last
o jj,s's>but an impeachment of the present system
I'V'.t,0nal education. The late George Clark, the
Hiv 'Pal of a great commercial college, said that, if
gra™ aCation imparted by the State had been worth a
\u 1 Hiere would have been no room at all for his
V ‘"llaiu °f colleges. It was only too true. Be-
GH . Ibe scholars of the National schools were turned
they ?to t'le world only half-equipped for business,
lad to spend money to acquire that knowledge
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that the State should have given them, and the rate-
payers already paid for in hard cash.

The reason of the failure of State education is not
far to seek. It is due to the clergy and their satel-
lites having control of the machine. These men have
no real concern for education as such. They wish to
impart theological instruction to the children, know-
ing that by so doing the fool-crop will be perennial,
and their own livelihoods assured. *“ Fear God and
honour the King ” sounds well, but in actual prac-
tice it means supporting Priestcraft and Kingcraft.
The object of education should be the manufacture of
good citizens, not goody-goody busybodies. A boy
who has been taught to do honest work for real
money, who has been trained not to throw bottles out
of train windows, and who can say “ no” when
necessary, is worth a score who can repeat the prob-
lematical dates of the kings of Israel and Judah, and
who can sing “ Rule Britannia ” very loudly.

The Universities, which are under clerical control
just as much as the National schools, are open to the
same objections. True, the undergraduates are nearly
double the age of the State scholars. But manufac-
turers, merchants and business men, all complain that
these “ curled, perfumed darlings ” require very
special training before they are of any use. The
young graduate, in his turn, finds that he has paid a
very high price for his aristocratic veneer, for he has
wasted three or four years of his life, and is handi-
capped in his business career.

A complete system of education should enable a
man to “ see life steadily, and see it whole.” It
should give a man a well-filled mind, enabling its
possessor to be independent of the slings and arrows
of fortune. But a broad intellectual inheritance is
impossible if the clergy of one particular creed have
control. Neither the present academic, nor State
education is of much use in practical life. Many of
the very best men come from the private schools,
where there is no clerical axe to grind, and where the
scholars are not thrown into commercial life at four-
teen years of age. The curricula may be narrow, but
it has the supreme merit of being thorough, which is
the thing that matters.

Matthew Arnold once said that Oxford University
muttered the last incantations of the Middle Ages.
All Universities do so, with the solitary exception of
London. Moreover, they will continue to do so until
the clergy are displaced by better men. What is
needed is not “ adult ” education, but real education,
which, during the plastic and receptive years, im-
ports the art of being a decent citizen of a civilized
country. Humanism is a virtue of great and not of
petty souls. The Englishman’s fault is that he is too
good-natured. He tolerates the intolerant in national
education, the priests who not only threaten our
liberties, but are doing their best to make us a badly-
educated race. Mimnermus.

CARDIFF AND CASTLES.

The best and truest of all building and architecture
is that which is done by the people, for the people, to
the people’s order and account. We are prone to admire
over much the ruined castles and abbeys, forgetting, in
the strong grandeur or decorated grace of these treasured
remains, the motives that begat them and the means
that reared them.

When the people create a building like Cardiff's City
Hall, of their own free-will, and at their own expense,
dealing fairly with the craftsmen employed, they are
doing a magnificently greater thing than what was done
by Roman generals, or Norman Imrotis, or"abbots. Car-
diff's castle was for suppression and oppression, and
likely enough built by forced labour.

“ Kuklos " (in Daily News)t



The Interdependence of Organic

Nature.

Man’s complete dependence upon the products of
the soil is constantly overlooked. Yet when one
pauses to think of it, the entire food supply, apart
from which the multifarious activities of contempor-

ary life become impossible, is all derived from
mother earth. Moreover, all our iron, coal, cotton
and wool, to mention a few only of our staple in-

dustries, relate directly, or indirectly, to the land.

Throughout the unspeakable ages of the earth’s
history which embrace the existence of animal life,
the faunal has ever depended upon the floral world.
In final analysis, animal nutriment has always been
supplied by vegetation. The flesh-devouring creat-
ures prey upon animals whose sustenance is supplied
by green plants. And when the refreshing rains re-
fuse to fall, the crops fail, and famine soon stalks the
land.

In times precedent to the Devonian, animal life in-
creased and ramified in many directions in its ocean
home. But when the land flora had successfully
established itself near the shores of the streams and
seas, animal organisms slowly adapted themselves to
a newly arisen vegetable realm. Countless centuries
came and went before certain denizens of the deep
were transformed into early forerunners of the vast
insect world.

Testimony concerning insect life in the Devonian
and early Carboniferous Eras is fragmentary, but this
is presumably due to the imperfection of the palaeon-
tological record. But during later Carboniferous
ages the insect order multiplied amazingly, over one
thousand species having been revealed in the rocks,
and remarkably enough, they then attained the largest
dimensions ever evolved in the long course of their
history, with dragon-flies, whose outspread wings
measured more than two feet, and cockroaches four
inches in length.

The inclement meteorological conditions that pre-
vailed in Permian times appear to have proved detri-
mental to insect existence, for few fossil remains are
recorded in the deposits of the succeeding Triassic
period. During the subsequent Jurassic epoch they
completely recovered, and the petrifactions of this
period represent the ancestral forms of numerous ex-
tant species such as ants, locusts, beetles and many
others.

In Cretaceous times, the immense chalk-beds were
deposited beneath the waves of the ocean, and the
rocks of that period are less rich in insect remains,
but there is little reason for thinking that the in-
sects had suffered any serious reverse. They main-
tained their position so successfully that in our own
day the known and described insect species number
nearly 650,000. On a conservative estimate at least
one million species are extant. Indeed, an eminent
entomologist has expressed the opinion that it is prob-
able that more than five million species inhabit the
planet which we commonly assume to be ours. Dr.
Knowvlton thinks that this is most markedly the
" Age of Insects,” and he reminds us that “ more
than once the prediction has been made that they
may ultimately destroy civilization and reduce the
world to a barren waste.”

Although many of the leading living insect groups
trace their descent from ancestors who flourished long
prior to the advent of the Angiosperms or flowering
plants, yet, as these higher plants developed, the
mutual adjustments of their floral organs to insect
existence proved a powerful stimulus to the evolu-
tionary advance of the organisms involved. Before
the coming of the Angiosperms, no attractively

g, 10

were insert swcc/jr Perfumed flowers existed.
their forf,t S XlOre ~an adventitiously instrinncntall
,00ms *'«« w 1. tot life tIK*
jneons * e m*“ml oilier modem plants, life) i1
2 7 “7d «10 (rat quantities of tfe o f

Enumerable plants are partly dependfﬁn gjﬁ)%n**
sect visits in securing fertility,
entirgly dependent. Even where
unale organs are present in the same flower,
utilization has been completely prevented.
orchid family supply a striking illustration of ;
truth. The classical investigations of DanV!"
corded in his celebrated work The FcrlilWilO\ 1
Orchids furnish vatious examples. The HoSfQrISti
these beautiful plants “ are so arraii9ed act cl*
pollen .grains are held together in a coroPagy, 1
shaped mass that must be forcibly remove«
modified stamen by sticking to the head 0
ing insect, and when the insect visits an be bob>
the pollen mass is in the exact position to
in contact with the stigma.” . o(linii
Another interesting example is that of me pd
fig. The tiny fig-flowers appear within a ¢ <dlinJ
hollow stalk, but the plant is incapable Of selfPO is
wesp
tion. For this the presence of a swall the
essential, and the insect bites its way T jiioo,
ceptacle, wanders along the tube in search O
and thus fertilises the fig. It is stated that:
the fig was introduced into California and &
from its home in Northern Africa it failed to it
fruit until the wasp was introduced and liber«
the fig orchards. Neither apparently can thrive
out the other.” ¥
Those early toothed birds of reptilian ancCi\ 3 il
lived in Jurassic and Cretaceous times progr '
the direction of modern forms. Nearly ah .c pkr
fragments of birds so far recovered from _ a3
Tertiary deposits approximate towards hvll,B pit
forms. Birds of prey now form a goodly
the immense majority of birds feed upon the
fruits, nuts and foliage of Angiospernious P<
Again, the purely insectivorous birds p,%egh .0
sects which mainly feed upon the J

ol

other fiffif

\/Ci

plants. Thus, with the rise and expansion K
Angiosperms the bird world has grown frolll
more. , JisPO™

The Angiosperms proved themselves 1l
abie tov the enehulion of the xodwbraats« \ery
is our knowledge of the more primitive m
But the paucity of the Jurassic and Crctaccol*” P
malian fossil-beds stands out in striking c°” jl tb
the opulence of mammalian remains rovcalc< 1
Tertiary formations. 111 Eocene times D}arﬂcﬂ‘i*
everywhere abounded, and their advanced * oJ]"
plainly indicates a prolonged period of an
evolution. For instance, two able American
ists, Drs. Miller and Gridley have der>
that “ two of the four great divergent lines o ™ pil
could not possibly have been derived j ijjattL
known Tertiary ancestors, but must have
well back in the Cretaceous.” iral

The rise and development of the Mamtnaha ~ ik
ally coincides with the advent and advance ™ ik
flowering plants. Until the opening perioi
Cretaceous, terrestrial plants were conipdX
exclusively of ferns, conifers, cycads and , (G
types, which were unfavourable to the reQn' jY
of mammalian organisms. Innutrious, I’C,,"IO\mI]
and even poisonous as these plants sometlme*
H seems reasonable to assume that if tH? chill
flora had continued dominant, mammalian
never have reached its later luxuriance.

In later Cretaceous times the highly 1



tejibur 8, 1929

AQp Of
7 grasses made its appearance. These grasses

fished. fnemselves iR suitable surrotmdifrgs;-and
Veul%cn(iue@ m& gngvﬂ Hag and_°Pen slaces- Th's

feculent aitd nutritious herbage furnished thadgréet

I8 essential to the rapidly nrulUP . carly
Reading herds of herbivorous orgam. N cvi-
utiary days these creatures were s - special
tncc>and displayed marked acap a ~ form
S*» < life; some persisted mJ ~ avc des-
WittgWt the Tertiary ages, win .g and sub-
~ded to the modern world. fl)ic5 .t the herb-
AUkt almost ubiquitous distri u 1 immense

mammals supplied the Pre>
zi\, L carnivorous organisms, all ultimately dep
i ? »»« the flower-bearing plants.
I '' are Angiospcrrns that bear nu; . jtious
which develop into their highly t">»lt,m

~««mpany with the lower 1 » *
i,nbitnself " is a thing of grass. Whctli

57? was the cradle of the human *
i er of dispute. That man was evolved
2 1A or sub-tropical continent seems almostj*”

"ihc_group of

,mTaorc at
PP  rently
11

ieeTor

~ J he PliOccnc PcriOd >if
from the simian stage.

vjlates Of Which. man is a mcmbcr
]]] ,s early as Miocene times, and was
)

ing of more generalized marnnrahan fore
Sc After many adventures two leading
V ¢ of the Primate family steadily diverged
% |,;)Ine common ancestral organism, one evolving
dg- vOr apcs and their near relatives, while the
ij"Seherated the races of mankind.
'S Fatb was prepared for the future onward
' hs® 'Uma>nty, but the way was long and steep.
%  ~"u-brute state man must have remained
it ~' ~Pendent on the bounties of Nature and bis
Set, bave long continued chiefly vegetable in
T ke tr' Wild fruits, nuts, seeds, and edible roots
S 0.bly bis mainstay. To-day, even, there re-
Sc@ n°Us unprogressivc peoples who have ad-
Fe,n Jit bttle beyond this rude stage of culture.
Irq "'e,energetic and enterprising stocks, however,
Su,a’0a" and ultimately attained the hunting and

s letdates
Sc]0 thousands of years rolled away before man
\ S',Ic,l wliat Perry terms “ the food gathering

S ' Whicp he justly distinguishes from the culti-
\V2 the soil for the production of f<xxl. But
S ) hunter tamed the cat and dog, and these,

y il the pastoral animals, such as cattle, sheep,
's°s were made subservient to his pleasure.
di ptfts of agriculture and horticulture advanced,
it "™ only cultivated the wild fruits and grasses,
Qpﬁt" unproved them as well. And during all
hit] 1 L,nges of time and circumstance the food of
Ihtrs.S (een continuously supplied by the Angio-
Seit: phese form the sustenance of his leading
S f animals as well as that of most of the
1j0s hunted for food, both in the past and at
*Hstin - anl parts of the world. This clearly
'I'tj fates the invaluable part performed by the
, WMt h flora in the ascent of the human race.
t itsfn esPitc these favouring circumstances William
tf..’, the poet, probably more than adumbrates
"fli ! concerning man’s perilous journey towards
'hzatioti and culture as we possess :—
In cave and bosky dene
Of old there crept .and ran
A gibbering form obscene
That was, and was not man.
The desert beasts went by
In fairer covering clad;
More speculative eye
The coucliant lion had,
And goodlier speech the birds, than we,
when we began.
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" Was it some random throw
Of heedless Nature's die
That from estate so low
Uplifted man so high?
Through untold aeons vast
She let him lurk and cower;
"Twould seem he climbed at last
In mere fortuitous hour
Child of a thousand chances, 'ncath
the indifferent sky.”

T. F. Palmer.
Leo Tolstoy.

(Concluded from page 555-)

There has been a vast amount of writing about Tol-
stoy and his teaching. That from the Christian side
is so invariably futile, wrong-headed, and sloppily
sentimental, that it is not worth noticing. But even
those least under the hynoptism of Christian myth-
ology, like Janko Eavrin; Stefan Zweig; and Mr.
Fausset, have failed to point out the greatest lesson
of Tolstoy’s life. And that is, the outstanding fact,
that Tolstoy adopted the teachings of Christ as a
guide of life. He tried to live up to the literal
teachings of the Gospels. He failed, and ended
miserably, because those teachings arc fundament-
ally unworkable, and, carried to their logical con-
clusion, would result in the bankruptcy of all civil-
ization and end in race suicide.

They throw all the blame on Tolstoy, while really
they should bestow it upon the absurd and irrational
teachings of the New Testament which he took for
his guide. Mr. G. K. Chesterton, the B'alstaff of
modern Fleet Street, or, perhaps a better comparison
would be with Friar Tuck; replying to the patent
fact of the failure of Christianity; retorted that Christ-
ianity had not failed. It has been found difficult and
not tried. Protestants have received this piece of
special pleading thankfully, and it has reverberated
from pulpit to pulpit ever since. But it is utterly
false.

We know that the early Christians did endeavour
to carry out the teachings of Christ. Many of them
withdrew altogether from the world into the desert,
or lived in cells and caves like wild beasts. Of those
remaining behind, many made eunuchs of themselves,
as Christ advised, Origin, the most learned of the
early Christian Fathers, did so. No religion based on
such principles could survive. But that did not
trouble the first Christians; they believed that the
end of the world was close at hand. Christ had
declared that some of those listening to him would
see it, therefore the question of survival did not
arise. But as time wore on, and Christ failed to ap-
pear, the church was forced to make a compromise.
It adopted the marriage sacrament— for which there
is no warrant in the four Gospels—it allowed its
members to make money, incidentally, taking a tithe
of it for itself. It taught that the more extreme
teachings, such as, Resist not evil, Take no thought
for the morrow, Consider the lilies who toil not or
spin, and trust the heavenly father to provide food
and raiment, to be counsels of perfection not intended
for daily practice, and this compromise prevails to
this day.

But Tolstoy would have none of this. He declared
that Christ really meant what he said, and that these
teachings were intended for our practical daily life.
He went the extreme limit. He declared, says
Janko Eavrin :—

One must love one’s enemies to sudi an extent ns
to let them do whatever they like. Even if they
wish to Kkill us we must passively sacrifice ourselves
to this conception of love without raising a finger
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in self-defence. For if the self as such has no right
to exist, we have no right to defend this self.

Owing to his logical ruthlessness, Tolstoy forbids
even resistance against raving drunkards or mad-
men. Thus in a letter about Adin Ballou’s rival
theory of non-resistence he writes (1889), “ The
comments that | wish to make on Mr.
Ballou’s explanation of the doctrine are:
First, that | cannot agree with the concession
he makes for employing violence against drunkards
and insane people. The Master made no conces-
sions, and we can make none. We must try, as Mr.
Ballou put it, to make impossible the existence of
such people, but if they do exist we must use all
possible means and sacrifice ourselves but not employ
violence. A true Christian will always prefer to be
killed by a madman, than deprive him of his
liberty.” 26

Upon the strength of the text, Judge
that ye be not judged, he denounced every
Law Court. Nor did he stop at teaching. Two
years before writing The Kingdom of God is Within
You (1893), says Mr. Fausset : “ He renounced his
copyrights and divided his property among his family;
six years before lie had renounced hunting, tobacco,
and animal food. Continually he worked with the
peasants in the fields, and more than once he deter-
mined to go away, to abandon the comfortable family
life which was bought by the sufferings of the
people, and the wife whose love he had described * as
an obstacle to the service of God.” ” ZZ He would
have beggared himself but for the good sense of his
wife.

In his selfish preoccupation with his spiritual wel-
fare, Tolstoy never stopped to consider how his wife
and family were to continue to exist after lie had
given away his wealth and estate. How could the
Countess set to and earn her own living without any
training or preparation? This led to much friction
and domestic unhappiness, as Christ, by the way,
foretold would happen to his followers. As Lavrin
truly observes:—

As a good and wise mother, the Countess Tolstoy
was much more concerned about the concrete future
of her numerous children than about the social prin-
ciples of her less practical husband. So she bravely
took the entire burden of management and the care
of the family upon her own shoulders. The fact
that she resisted her husband’s theories, in so far
as the welfare of her own family was concerned,
proves only that she had a strong sense of motherly
responsibility as well as the courage to face reality

not,

as it is: “ | did not know how to live with such
views; | was alarmed, frightened, grieved,” she
defend herself in her Autobiography. *“ But with

nine children | could not, like a weather-cock, turn
in the ever-changing :direction of my husband’s
spiritual going away, with him it was a passionate,
sincere seeking; with me it would have been a silly
imitation, positively harmful to the family ... If
I had given away all my fortune at my husband’s
desire (1 don’t know to whom), if I had been left in
poverty with nine children, | should have to work
for the family—to feed, to do sewing for, wash,
bring up my children without education. Leo
Nikolcevitch [Tolstoy] by vocation and inclination,
could have done nothing but write!” 2*

And his writings would no longer support them, for
he had renounced his copyrights. As Lavrin further
remarks, the Countess is not in the least to blame for
not making her husband and family beggars, with the
sole object that there should be no incongruity be-
tween Tolstoy’s life and Tolstoy’s theories. This
opposition to his unreasonable and unnatural ideas in-
creased his natural discontent and irritability, and

2 Janko Lavrin : Tolstoy: A Psycho-critical Study, p. 165.

2T Fausset : Tolstoy: The Inner Drama, p. 245.

BJanko Lavrin : Tolstoy; A Psycho-critical Study,
171-173,

pp.
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added to the friction and estrangement betufifteen
and the Countess, and the crisis came abou

months later, he ran away from his homea " tje
and during his flight was taken ill and diet
little railway station of Astapovo. j~ude- IC

As his friend and biographer, Alymer
cords the Tolstoy colonies which now PN
il eame 6 grief. HP gives SOVCTI&
which the following is a sample, o o ,
bers of a Colony gadopted ap negle&[e:d fyoung’\‘
. . X X X and con;
“ He listened to their discussions, readings sheuld
versations, and learnt that no physical iotcc
be used to any one, that ft is Wrenf TAPYng
property, and that no Colonist should have an
to do with the police or the Law Courts. tm® [d
ing the Colonist who had special charge of |, gg
awoke and began to dress, but could not 1 ~
waistcoat until at last he discovered that the .
wearing it. The Colonist asked for the waistc,
but the boy refused to give it up. The man(m,
plained how wrong it was to steal, but the boy IS
not see the point of the argument. If PreF
wrong, why was it any more wrong for a boy ~jd
it than for a man?” The other Colonists were

in, but could do nothing. The boy was fie
able to assume a tone of moral superiority- jjc
N

wanted the waistcoat as much as the man (L
was quite willing to discuss the subject; but 0
impossible to alter his opinion, that he was g aly
keep the waistcoat, and that it was very wrong

one to want to take it from him.” He gives
cases much more serious than this, and °bsC »g
“ If we accept all he has said as valid, any LLlc
drunkard, wayward child, or angry man, rna’i)iot
the traffic in Cheapside indefinitely; and it w° LNty
need many such people to plunge a whole co®
into chaos.” True, and that is the fruit of
adulterated Christianity. It is a deadly poison fC
has already Kkilled several civilizations, and 3 i,
vival of its primitive form would destroy ours

The Mystery of Apothecary-

Books on arts and crafts are always of very £'c s
terest, partly because they show how knowleflS
been painfully acquired by man, and because they ot*
how erroneous notions have been discarded as m3
nearer the light. aqJ

In The Mystery and Art of the Apothecary, by ~ 1?
Thompson, published by the Bodley Head at 12s- ,ft
told the remarkable story of how the modern c
has been evolved from the ancient witch-doctor- (0}

Mr. Thompson points out that the first imP3" jef
primitive man when wounded, would be to appy |eg™
to the wound, and in time he would learn whic J
possessed soothing properties, and which were
alone.

The early belief about drugs of all kinds was *
drugs drove out demons and evil spirits, and as 1
tive man saw gods in everything, he imagjl; .ha-
beneficial herbs were really parts of gods. Gecx
was but another way of looking at herb cures.  tO ji

For some diseases, so we are told, incantations NG/
unseen power were employed alone, but usual y
were employed with material treatment. .tabO'

Mr. Thompson says “ The recital of an incq@ﬂ;[
may have had some efficacy soothing (3'
patients, just as is known in that class of disease  gjjt
neurosis, where drugs are of little value, much cjir
may be obtained by suggestion of and other 1- pF
logical measures.” Mr. Thompson will hav j-iit-
Christian Scientists on his track if he goes about U™pl1l
such statements. There is much in the book
would interest Freethinkers, particularly the
accounts of priest and god-liealers.

Of great interest are the chapters on the 3P°

1the

inN-
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e
dicitile aRcs.  The church had stepped in and '
it Tilin'3" tie aP°thecary’s learning and monopolized
I,i'* * the church was not so much concerned with
evicent humanity as in concentrating power, is
acertain " tlIC statelnent that when the monks found
fuprgld jt °rtnua to be specially efficacious, “ they
a0 (I1]carefully as a precious secret, and even the
Ordinar?'? °f was surrounded with great mystery.”
crtan N humanity suggests that a man who finds a
o e jAr? deserves to profit by it, but that he ought

Offerers®  that the remedy became available to all
RiMm

Hebes i'aS We™ ni'xe<Eup with medicine. St. Hilary
W ~ t while attending to a fracture of the arm,

hriljs. Uls was useful for stone; St. Louis was invoked
h Q s °f the ear; St. Clare for diseases of the eye;
l\asrbogvieve tor fever, St. Blaise for throat trouble,

firtterlnCs'nS item of news is contained in the story of
'Stnat' ° U Airfield, who used to recommend for
9. Tjji9U.the rubbing of the affected part with olive
H tre fI°*'**\C °‘t had first to be put in a clean vessel
‘Rtimn, 1 aKt teft there while the psalm “ Quare
te @ . gentes” was said as far as a certain verse;
tewholla anct two prayers were then to be said, and
"Nirej CrePeated seven times. Why all this pious pro-
Xt
S, [ir divine aid; as the ignorant sufferer would
( Pt for the practical reason that this particular
‘la took just fifteen minutes, which was the right
or heating the oil! Neciiells.

Acid Drops.

fiia,, ~
fityOJg U'day paper, Mr. Seymour Hicks explained
tdy at a performance at which the Prince of Wales

fri, In* George—was present, he accidentally gave
HelyHG a hick on the leg. He explains liow ex-
*\Wr, perturbed lie was at such an accident, and how
Ila e* on his mind. Afterwards the Prince gave
>ef£?ar- receiving it he asked the permission
1'Lei rinee not to smoke it, and explains that he had

(8 oahinet built for it, in which it reclines until

‘I—b

)@ [{(ater the Evenin,g Standard told a story of
Is bCI """ When an old man he
. Ved; aerdex the dd By a man, who explained
% | how pleased he was to assist the greatest
1 LHf*3 time. The Duke replied : “ You are a
Si”i tool,” and then after a pause, “ and a damned
iids h’'nonkey.” All wc have to say to Mr. Seymour
Nior IS that he did not rise to the occasion. The
}Sﬂnﬁ@Urse would..have. been.1o.have..hac ampusated at

Pkhian foot that dared to kick a prince. As
(‘hie |'t\ari instead of a cabinet, he should have had a
a'h for it, and his family could have daily per-
‘e'v devotions before it. Some men never know
‘04 fortune comes their way.

Ln,

JiiiQo¥thur E. Holt, the patient statistician of the
ical Semipary reports %@t during th

%gﬁm ?since 1916y thirt¥two varieties 5%
" organiz:atioiis were added to the already Itn-
’\. number existent. Possibly, for all we know to
C'\/CD”?frary, some of these denominations may have
JIi (Cv or different creed from all the others. It is
1 h(°, Rness. It seems incredible that Christianity
i .T‘hned thirty-two times beyond and in addition

sOocthe existing definitions. We know that Jesus
ig.gaji, Jhat he is not God, and that lie is something so
R ncar God that lie can be called Our Divine
IV Q' a’d yet be a Perfect Man. And, of course, one
1 6PinCan teach that the Holy Ghost proceeded from
(d r' Ant™a war_can he waged for many gears
'\ASt e that the Hon Ghost proceeded also from Jesus
I'“>d01 h"t one would imagine that not more than a
1Y * nr two hundred theories could be called into
ty" “'ul churches be founded thereon, to explain ex-
w <V matters stand Ol so important a subject.
"\e once heard a first-class religious lunatic cx-
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I plain, if Christianity appealed to common sense there
would be no need of a revelation.

Lord Baden-Powell, the Chief Scout, insists that the
Scout Movement is a great educational method of
character-building through Nature-lore, handicrafts,
games, and the development of the team spirit; that by
discipline and training the boys become happy and
healthy citizens. We note there is 110 mention of re-
ligion. The omission is significant. Undoubtedly the
Movement could not build up character and produce the
aforesaid kind of citizens, if religion was the only thing
employed to that end. But take away what religion
there is in the Movement and the results would be very
similar, perhaps better. Religion has been tacked Ol to
the Scout.-Movement by parsons who are professing in-
terest in the Movement in order to catch clients for their
particular churches. “ I1.P.” might make a note of the
fact that religion is the only thing that brings disunity
among his boys.

An International Conference on “ The New Psychology
and the Curriculum,” was held recently in Denmark,
under the auspices of the New Education Fellowship.
One matter discussed was “ The Child and Religion.”
And the conference agreed, according to a report, that
religious feeling is innate in the child, finding expres-
sion at a very early age. It was urged that care should
be taken not to direct this expression into too definite
a channel in its early beginnings, but to allow it free-
dom of growth.

A reviewer in a pious weekly solemnly avers that
“ This is an age when thought both within and without
the Church is directed mainly upon Jesus.” We should
say this reviewer is a parson, and that his mental energy
is largely devoted to reading pious weekly journals and
books by religious writers. Otherwise he might have
observed, as regards “ thought without the Church,”
that people with any reputation for thinking at all have
left Jesus to the paisons, and are talking about things
that really matter.

The Rev. C. Carroll (of somewhere) is spiritual chief
of an unusually intelligent lot of parishioners. Says he :
“ The majority of the people in our parish realize no
need of any kind of religion in their lives.” Presum-
ably that “ yearning for God,” which the parsons declare
is a very common phenomenon, must have got lost in the
post on the way to Mr. Carroll’s parish.

There is to be, in October, a call to united intercession
on behalf of Sunday schools. »Seeing how important the
Sunday schools are to the welfare of the churches, and
knowing that God must be aware of it, the pious might,
one would fancy, leave God to look after the schools
without being asked. Doesn’t God, then, do anything
for the good of the Churches unless he is badgered to do
so?

Apropos of the Annual Report of Sir George Newman,
Chief Medical Officer to the Ministry of Health, the
New Chronicle comes out with an editorial, “ Health—
Spiritual and Physical.” The following is a portion:—

People are living longer; the infant mortality rate has
been almost halved during the past twenty years; year
by year the doctors are slowly gaining ground in the
vast and complex study of disease; and as we watch
we can visualise the medical profession as a modern
St. George lighting the dragons of ill-health and dis-
ease. They are very largely dragons unknown and un-
seen, for with full knowledge comes victory, or at least
partial victory. Blame for the black spots in this Re-
port cannot fairly be placed upon the medical profes-
sion. Theirs is an increasing war . . .

The doctors are but slowly gaining ground—the study
of disease is vast and complex—the “ dragons ” of dis-
ease are very largely unknown and unseen—the medical
profession cannot be blamed for the slowness in which
they discover knowledge to combat disease . . . All
this forms an excellent indiement of the Christian God.
God brought disease into his scheme of things. God
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made the study of disease vast and complete. God
made disease unknown and unseen. God is to be blamed
for the snail-like slowness in which the medicos dis-
cover means of combating and curing disease. An ex-
cellent God to pray to and be thankful to for small
mercies, and to ask for more slow and painful discoveries
of cures for his diseases! It says much for the efficacy
of the Christian dope that Christians never can see this
aspect of the matter.

Bishop Woclldon says : “ If people all think alike the
reason is that they do not think at all.”  Whether
meant as such or not, this is a nasty knock at the
Roman Catholic Church and its adherents. If meant,
the pot would seem to be calling the kettle black. For
the Bishop’s own Church is not exactly guiltless of
striving to get people to “ not think at all.” If not
meant, the Bishop has overlooked a fact of which most
priests are aware, hamely, that a Church cannot be held
together unless it achieves considerable success in per-
suading its adherents to “ think alike "—that is, to be-
lieve the same dogmas. Moreover, a Church whose ad-
herents are permitted to think “ not alike ” is funda-
mentally un-Christian. For it was the supreme aim of
Jesus to get all men to think exactly as he did. The
Bishop is, we suggest, doing the Christian cause a dis-
service when he discourages people from thinking alike.
Surely he must be aware that the Church was strongest
when people all believed the same things, and that it is
weakest to-day when people don't all think alike ?

A minister’'s wife, in a Methodist paper, writes as
follows —

It is a mystery to ninny of 1s that our ministers so
often discard the clerical collar. The collar lends dig-
Qity to an ordinary minister and adds distinction to the

est.

By all means let the parsons wear the collar of their
craft. If they leave it off, they might be mistaken for
ordinary folk who earn an honest living by the sweat of

their muscles or brains.

If God has a sense of humour he must be laughing
now. Moslems and Jews are Killing each other in the
name of the one and only God. And a Christian nation
—the British—which professes to follow a pacifist Master
is called upon to restore peace—with the aid of gun-
boats, armoured cars, and rifles!

At Westminster Abbey a woman was asked to leave
because she was worshipping God without a hat. If
God prefers women to worship with a hat, there can be
no doubt about the fact that a woman’s first call in
heaven is at the hat department. Otherwise she will get
no chance to strum a harp around the Throne of
Heavenly Grace. We presume mirrors arc provided in
order that the ladies may get their hats tilted at a
righteous angle.

A tablet to perpetuate the memory of the Rev. A. J.
Forsyth is to be placed in the Tower of London. This
gentleman invented the percussion lock for small-arms.
Soon after 1836, percussion rifles were generally adopted
in the British Army. We hope the reverend gentleman
had.a good excuse ready, when his pacifist Master en-
quired what he meant by making murder more efficient.

During the Festival of Drama andlMusic, held at
Canterbury Cathedral recently, Kit Marlowe’s drama,
Dr. Faustus was staged. Marlowe was a militant
Atheist whose violent cud happened at the very moment
when the Church was thinking about suppressing his
too free tongue. This staging of an Atheist’s drama
perhaps foreshadows what will happen in days to come,
when churches will be put to more useful purposes.

The thoroughly educated boy and girl, declares Ex-
Baillie C. M. Crichton, are the nation’s greatest asset.
We arc inclined to agree, if by “ thoroughly educated ”
is meant more than acquaintance with the “ three R’s,”
plus a dose of religious instruction.

Children equipped j so would the others.
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assets of Churches,
journals with million circulations,
assets to the State.

and of popular newspnpc™ ™
but they

A Plymouth vicar says he would be sorry for I"s’\hss
to live iu the room where one of his parishm' ~ ~
died. A priest ought not to trouble about 17 grs
chief thing is, did the parishioner die confessing  cge
and affirming in faith in Christ? If so, no 1™M"5
matters. God specializes iu compensation f°r
withheld iu this world.

Mr. Warwick Deeping, the novelist, gro'dL
“ happiness is somehow the perfume of a HR " °inhgP™
and well iived.” This implies conversely that qv lived
ness is the stench of a life badly grown and bar >jidiH
Neither assertion is true to fact. Mr. DecplI™~
have said “ some ” (or much) happiness, etc. NOk-
happiness is caused by the way in which Natuic p
Or, if the Christian tale be true, much unnapPl , e
the result of the manner in which God has oidc
world.

According to the Bishop of Ripon, “ War °nT g
pens because human beings have not stopPcl  pi-
beasts.” Ol the other hand, war, as history reve"ry je
happened because human beings have beenihc W
ligious. But perhaps this is further proof of tl
ness of the Bishop’s assertion.

“ Establish
fu
iti%®

The Bishop of Durham declares that
has become an anomaly which is ceasing
tolerably.” Speaking for the more enlightened
we would say that Establishment always has
anomaly and has always functioned intolerably-

Father Paul Bull has noted that there is norv'aﬁbdl
growing disposition “ to treat God as a sort
ment and added luxury to a worldly life.” A
grettable tendency, is that. The proper way o ¢
God, as all sound Catholics should know, is’as - o
awful Bogey. As Father Paul is interested in - ,c?f—
tipns,” we hope he hasn’t missed another—that O
ing God as a superfluity in intelligent and educa L

“ truth is indeed often stranger than fiction-
philosopsizing in this wise, he must have been
to Catholic aud Protestant Truth in Hyde Park

listen™

The Rev. Joseph Johnson, a Primitive Methods
enthusiastic Freemason. He claims that FrenilY-ioil
is religious in spirit and administration, its real n*" p>
being to build in human life an ideal temple- ~ jn
lieves that its call to fellowship is a blessed ihflliC jiF
its brethren’s lives, because its governing princil (8]
faith in God, hope of immortality, and charity 1 onP
all men. We are glad to learn all this. Fred jt
must be truly religious, for it excludes women
Very blessed fellowship. For our part, *am of
thought the Freemasonry was an organization
who, after dining well, very reverently wonddll
charitable actions they might do.

There is some bother in ns to what is to be 6°" eic>
St. Mary’s Church, Greenwich, which is kind of 1 j (P
The Vicar, Ol being approached by a reportci ™ A1
local press, expressed a wish not to be botberc ]
said that people were asses. We have no grc’- yieif
to contest the truth of the statement, but the . Gi
should bethink himself. An ass was the
which Jesus rode into Jerusalem. Asses have
supported Jesusism ever since. The only animal
reported to be in heaven is an Ass—this on y1
mony of the Mohammedan religion, and but m p
tlierc is hardly a Church iu the country that 'V (of
open, for if others than asses go there, they g° f
encouragement of asses, and if one lot of asses
A Christian priest should

ftr

with the latter type of education may be the greatest j speak respectfully of asses.
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National Secular Society

N* Funds of the National Secular Society are now
Sally controlled by Trust Deed, and those who wish
“ berefit the Society by gift or bequest may do so
'h complete confidence that any money so received
M properly administered and expended.

'le following form of bequest i9 sufficient for

yone who desires to benefit the Society by will

, 1 hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particu-

7 s °t legacy), free of all death duties, to the
rustees of the National Secular Society for all or

ay of the purposes of the Trust Deed of the said
(ciety, and 1 direct that a receipt signed by two
the trustees of the said Society shall be a good

~charge to my executors for the said legacy.

i>y information concerning the Trust Deed and
~'ministration may be had on application.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

W
"~»bscribem to this journal please uote that the green

Scti- . which heretofore has given notice that suh-
aijw are due will no longer be used. A printed
W  -cation will take its place,

b3 r R—We miss quite a number of things we ought

fj, because so many conclude that someone else is cer-
to. ? seud. It is better for both to send than for both
Cj, mt sending.

if]j°Ugh and H. I5,ack—Mr. Chapman Cohen is debat-
Mr. Shaw Desmond in the Caxtou Hall, Q1
Ut  October 3.

w4 V—We have 110 knowledge of any decree in Italy,

0l Mussolini, forbidding the holding of Protestant
Cllgs,

1Ijé'.t.'miiRuyg (Toronto).—Sorry, but your letter reaches
‘sher the correspondence had been Closed.

f}éld ‘r"rcclhinker" is supplied to the trade on sale or
rer * A'y difficulty in securing copies should be at once
\ to this office.'
Hr filarial Secular Society’'s office is at 62 Farringdon
\ p Il-ondon, E.CA4.
$it ecular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
hcnn\ ‘-°ndon, E.C.4.
ncd e services of the National Secular Society in con-
»,, °n f ith Secular Burial Services arc required, all com-
j,GU?ns should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.
Q<rs, °setti, giving as long notice as possible,
of ~ "0r literature should be sent to the Business Manager
a,,, ¢ Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
dl din°l to the Editor.
" 7-J*9'gs and Postal Orders should be made payable to
o llic Pwmesr RAness," and crossed "Midland Bank, Ltd.,
branch.
P(. notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
plzgirt)e dby the first post on Tuesday, or they will not be

ids who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
an ,narktng the passages to which they wish us to call

“id “or the EdIt°r °f the " Freethinker” should be
I'c nCssad to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
list Freethinker " will be forwarded direct from the pub-

0, s °ffce al tl*e following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
e year, j5/.; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

Sugar Plums.

Tile editor begs to thank the many friends who have

o j.7 offering him congratulations Ol the anniversary

birthday—September 1. We hope to be in the

¥ long enough to be able to receive the same for

QL ylf_ars b° come, but only so long as we are fit to go
°rking.

\/jh\k Jrc continually receiving letters from friends in
liirgllls Parts of the country, asking ivliether some lee-
tiijy caunot be given in this or that town. Wc can

Say here wiliat we have said before. If three or four
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people will undertake the necessary local work of book-
ing the ball, and looking after other local arrangements,
they need only write the Secretary of the N.S.S., and a
lecture will be fixed up. With proper attention locally
a good meeting is almost a certainty.

May we also add that our offer to send the Freethinker
for six weeks to any one who is likely to become a reader
of the paper, still holds good. All wc require is three-
pence in stamps to cover cost of postage, with name and
address, and we will see to the rest.

In the Sunday Express, Mr. Hannan Swaffer calls at-
tention to the fact that in his earlier years, George
Bernard Shaw figured on the open-air platforms of the
N.S.S., one advertised lecture being “ The Attributes of
God. An Impeachment.” Mr. Shaw is not the only
man who has received his education in controversy in
the N.S.S., and has afterwards bulked prominently with
the public. In the days to which Mr. Swvaifer refers,
G.B.S. and G. W. Foote were friends, and ready to take
0Ll anyone or anything who challenged their opinions.

Mr. R. Pl. Rosetti, the General Secretary of the N.S.S.,
is taking a few days holiday away from the office. All
urgent communications will receive attention, but other
matters will await his return on the ntli or 12th Sep-
tember.

The West Ham Branch is carrying on a very vigorous
and a very successful open-air meeting during the sum-
mer months, just outside the public library in the Rom-
ford Road. The lecturer Ol Sunday last was Mir. B. A.
he Maine, and we are pleased to learn that the audience
was large and delighted with the address delivered. Mr.
l.e Maine appears to be a welcome visitor at this station.

The R.I''A. has added another two volumes to their
very useful and very cheap “ Thinker’s Library ” scries.
These are Darwin’s Origin of Species, and An Auto-
biography of Charles Darwin, edited by Sir Francis Dar-
win, with a chapter on Darwin’s religious opinion. The
price per volume is one shilling.

To a Lane.

There are men who love the city;
There are men who love the sea;
But a lane adowu a valley,
Has far greater charms for me.

Where at even | may wander,
And list to llie nightingale,

And watch the purling brooklet gleam
And glance, in the moonbeams pale.

Where the Cuckoo calls in May-time,
And the Hay smells sweet in June;
Where the wild bees gather honey,
1 While they hum a pleasant tune.

Where the Youth and Maiden linger,
While he tells the old, old talc,

"Neath the silent stars which twinkle
O’er a lane adown a dale.

Where the Blackbird’s flute-like music,
And the Thrush’s joyous song,

Cheer me, when my heart is weary,
AS | go Life’s way along.

Where in .Summer, or in Winter,
In the sunshine, snow, or rain,
There’s a welcome waiting for me
In a cottage, by a Lane.
J. R. Holmes.
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Charles Southwell.

A Protest and a Vindication.

Mr. J. M. Robertson’s History of Freethought in
the Nineteenth Century has given us so much pleas-
ure, both for its matter and its manner, that it seems
ungrateful to complain about it. But frequently we
differ so strongly from the erudite author that it is
imperative to speak out. Many names that are to us
worthy of full and sympathetic treatment are slurred
over as mere incidentals, while others are given, we
hold, far more space than their owners’ achievements
warrant. The work as a whole, excellent though it
be, is strongly overweighted on the side of Respect-
ability.

Mr. Robertson would be the first to agree with us
that every serious writer has his special affinities or
“ pets ” amongst his fellows. This is tempera-
mental, and neither to be explained-away nor
deplored. It is “ natural,” and there is an end
to it. We know too that no historian can be abso-
lutely impartial; but we do expect him to be sympa-
thetic to his fellow-soldiers of the past. It is here
that Mr. Robertson sometimes lets his readers down
badly. Ilis treatment of Charles Southwell (1814-
1860), to which we shall for the moment confine our-
selves, is a case very much in point.

The tragedy is this: not one in a thousand of the
readers of this History knows anything of Southwell
beyond what Mr. Robertson chooses to tell him; to
many he is not even a name. The dust of nearly
seventy years lias settled on his memory. He is all-
but-forgotten; and so, in the exquisite phrase of Sir
Thomas Browne—*“ remembering the early civility
[he] brought upon these countries, and forgetting
long-passed mischiefs, we mercifully preserve [his]
bones,” . Hence this attempt at vindication, of
which, in the interests of justice and of truth and of
honour, we ask Mr. Robertson to be heedful in his
Second Edition.

In the case of great, or even odd, artists, these
little matters of justice frequently adjust themselves,
sometimes very curiously. For instance, Percy
Bysshe Shelley, who devoted his life and art to advo-
cating the cause, and demanding the emancipation,
of the penniless underdog, and who, eighty years or
so ago, was being issued at a few pence by James
Watson (another forgotten hero), is now ridiculously
being “ done ” at Three Guineas a Volume by a firm
of millionaire publishers for the use and pleasure of
millionaire readers, who have as much business with
Shelley as a porcupine has with a shaving-brush. But
in the case of men who are not primarily artists this
posthumous justice is frequently lacking.

Here are the quotations from Mr. Robertson’s His-
tory whereto we object:—

Like the Churches, the English Freethinking
Movements had their imperfectly white sheep.
Charles Southwell, an unbalanced and unstable
young man, who had been a soldier and actor, and
had a gift for quarrelling, broke with the Owen-
ites, and established the first avowedly atheistic
English periodical, The Oracle of Reason (1842-3).*
I its fourth number he inserted an article which he
entitled “ The Jew Book,” and which, as he after-
wards declared, lie made as offensive as he possibly
could. He was duly prosecuted, fined £100, and im-
prisoned for a year. (History, p. 73)

In a footnote Mr. Robertson generously adds that
“ The most memorable biographic item about South-
well is that he was the youngest of thirty-three
children.”

Southwell afterwards broke with Atheists ou the

*Mr. Robertson is slightly in error here; the first number
of The Oracle i$ dated November 6, 1841,
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the~Tinlf'eMere Was no sense in taking a title from
with Hni n,-Of 3 hallucination ; quarrelled
Pleasant that Sr°und; published an "n
emhrmt r I°graphy withollt a publisher’s nane,

Methodist t0 XCW Zealalld‘;. worked there on a
1 f F-urnal, and on his death-bed informed

fan O °yfrS that he was «till an Atheist. (**
lory> p- 740

“ GomnlS passage also a footnote is appended:

w f K IruMc? fc,s Life * Holy°akc’ 58’
gladly for Ly >r’ R°bertson’s injunction, and \ery
one stone enabled USto kill two birds With

NOW ,f ilr' R°bertson, who is writjngk f -
future, and who is master of a souncp, %Qﬁ(ﬂ%
sparkling, prose, cannot be fairer than this, 1 * ~
have been better to omit all mention of Sou 1
except possibly liis name. But the Historic®
Freethought knows as well as we do, and even n
that the omission of the name would be impoSS™_
owing to Southwell’s essential importance to his ~
tory. As, then, he must be mentioned, why ®& Jy
to do him justice ? Are we, as keen students OL
English Freethought, asking too much? _

For many years we have been readers and a(
of Charles Southwell; and we shall try to fF—hab"r)ff
him in history, that he may not appear the
draggled and feckless ragamuffin depic—
Mr. J. M. Robertson and Mr. Joseph

the latter has been known to contribute t° j

unrespectable Freethinker; and the former, years «
years ago, wrote a series of pamphlets for the
Mr. J. W. Gott, who disgraced himself and his
by dying for Freethought.

The charges brought by Mr. Robertson against

imperfectly white sheep” are that he was ‘ 111 |C
anced and unstable.” Well? Could not the sall,gG(?
said of more than half the great ones of the #
So many names crowd in upon ones mind tx t
catalogue would be almost endless. We will coi
ourselves, and—may we hope?—our readers, by ~
calling the facts that George Jacob Holyoake, OAlot
Mr. McCabe’'s and Mr. Robertson’s heroes, was liis
invariably stable, and that there were times, 11 ot
earlier days, when Charles Bradlaugh was not p
fectly balanced. |

Poor Southwell,

1do

“ imperfectly white sbeePjjf,
What are his achievements? We will remind
Robertson of them; and they arc many. He blS ¢
distinction, a distinction that will gain him a S j
within a century or two, of being the first editor
the first avowedly Atheist periodical, The Orao%%bD‘
Reason, ever published in this country, or pf '
on this planet. He was the first, so far as we k”;i}/!
of the modern agnostics, preceding Huxley %
Holyoake by years. For proof of this we cRc
Impossibility of Atheism Demonstrated and An°
Fourpenny Wilderness. He was a debater of 1
vellous—yes; marvellous—skill and wit, as may
seen in his published debate with Alexander Ja® ™
son (1854). According to G. J. Holyoake, who k®
Southwell and his work intimately, he was “ "lCtilc
parably the best speaker that arose in our time 11 7,
Socialist or Freethinking ranks.” (Half-Hours Ul .
Freethinkers, Second Series, No. 24 (1865); d®D (jc
from The Rcasoncr of December 2, i860). He

a superb defence at his trial for Blasphemy i" ,4;
as the report abundantly shows. In spite of his *
of balance and instability, he taught himself I'rClI
well enough, according to his intensely candid a

biography, to write tolerable love-letters i®
tongue; and liis translation of Dupuis shows j
skill as a “ Tenderer”; according to W. Ip <=

ScfTern, who claims toi have been “ very intiniaB
with Southwell, and who knew him m AuckW»J;
New Zealand, at the close of Ins life, “ he was a "'d
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cated man, and a good Latin and Greek scholar.

(r this piece of information we are indebted to
o r.. rncr for May, 1888. The March, 1888, issue
sm ""SmaSazine (to which, by the way, Mr. Robert-

s "as perhaps chief contributor), contains a very
>«Pathetic, though very incomplete, article on
a '"e’>V the late George Standring. Ihe last
levements that we shall name here were the pro-
abb'r” 2y Bus piously-maligned hero, of two very
i/L . recthought papers, in addition to the Oracle,
iJ Ini'‘c*tigalor (1843), and The Lancashire Beacon
and also one of the most moving pieces of
1 I0Sraphy in the language, Mr. Robertson s un-
H.asant ' Confessions of a Freethinker, undated, but
, 1850. (Standring says, “ about 1S45 ; but,
is Intcr'ial evidence, he is badly “ out.” His error
O-epeated by J. M. Wheeler on page 303 of Ins
«nary.) This little book of ninety-eight pages is
Jh ! fbe frankest and bravest pieces of life in the
Rat ton8Ue. Southwell lacks, of course, Rous-
th*scharni; but, in his degree, he may claim to be
iacl(nrest approach to an English Rousseau that our
ar las so far produced. His little book is ill-
defrBe, perhaps; it is certainly tantalisingly incom-
e ¢ ai,d the printing is dreadful; but it is in its
it Bs minor way, a little classic. It is so rare that
0 "ever appears in booksellers’ catalogues, and our
CoPy is the only one that we have ever seen.
“W\e it to the courtesy of our old friend Hr.
1 Barker, of Walthamstow.
Victor B. Neuiiuro.

(To be concluded.)

WIIAT is it, that the crowd requite
Thy love with hate, thy truth with lies?
And but to faith, and not to sight,
The walls of Freedom’s temples rise?
Tet do thy work; it shall succeed
In thine or in another’s day;
Mid, if denied the victor’'s meed,
Thou shalt not lack the toiler’'s pay.
Taith shares the future’s promise; Love’s
Self-offering is a triumph won;
Mid each good thought or action moves
The dark world nearer to the sun.
Then faint not, falter not, nor plead
Thy weakness; truth itself is strong;
The lion’s strength, the eagle’s speed,
Arc not alone vouchsafed to wrong.
Thy nature, which, through fire and flood,
To place or gain finds out its way,
Bath power to seek the highest good,
And duty’s holiest call obey!
John Grecnlcaf Whittier.

Y.  ™Well's bad luck holds. On page 506 of the History
be °berls°n gives a list (which we admit does not claim
W 'mustive) of Freethought periodicals; from this list
Investigator and Lancashire Beacon are omitted,
% rt because the compiler has never seen them, while
ANj~Paratively-uniraportant Atheist and Republican and
%»*"**'e gre included. There are many errors and in-
Nioces in the list; and, in the interests of a second
bjj, of Mr. Robertson’s book, we give those that we have
>n ‘/he Lion, 18289 not “ 1828” ; The Prompter, 1830
.,F *80  The Oracle of Reason, 1841-3, not “ 1842-3 "
lot i,r°r we have mentioned above); The Movement, 18435,
ial3 Cooper’s Journal, 1850, not “ 1850, etc.” ; The
Suker’s Magazine 1850-1, not “ 1850, etc.” The Frce-
f rs information for the People is given by Mr. Robcrt-
‘Uert* " undated : after 1841.” Here lie is right; but by
loin,.3l ev'dence we have succeeded in dating It : the first
* appeared on March 5, 1842; the last on March 11,
M u ran therefore for almost exactly one year, though
Els% ertson savs (History, p._75?_, “ two years.” The
. B* of importance from this [ist are too numerous
'L ation in a footnote; we will give two only : The lIsis
‘e’ memorable on several counts, the chief one being
\j{'a»e of the Editress, Eliza Sharpies Carlile; The
MU’ Review, later The Agnostic Journal (1876-1906),
> at first by G. J. Holyoakc, and later by Charles Watts
haladig,
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Those B.B.C. Sermons.

“ The Listener,” for August 7, reproduces a sermon
entitled “ Our Ideals,” which was broadcast by the Rev.
B. G. Bourcliier, on August 4 last, the speaker introduc-
ing his remarks by reminding his hearers that the day
was the fifteenth anniversary of our entry into the war
of 1914-1918.

With the signing of the Armistice, “ we began to
visualize a better world,” but in 1929 the Rev. Bourchier
assures us “ our post war hopes have not been fulfilled”
—a conclusion to which all will readily, though sadly,
assent.

Christian nations having ignominously failed to pre-
vent war amongst themselves, evidently also lack the
stimulus to wage war against the evils and injustices
which bar the way to a “ better world.” What an in-
dictment of Christianity!

Unemployment, want, the desire for World Peace, arc
some of the problems which occupy men’s minds at the
present time, we are told. What is the remedy? *“You
cannot have peace on earth and good will among men so
long as men are disrupted from and out of touch with
their Maker.” How or why men were any more in touch
with their Maker in 1918, when these high ideals were
formulated is not made clear to us.

That the hysterical and emotional reaction, which
followed the cessation of hostilities, should be interpreted
by the clerical mind as abiding symptoms of man’s
determination to found “ a land fit for heroes to live in,”
need not surprise us. Emotionalism is a powerful re-
generating adjunct indispensable to religious activities.

However, let 1Is direct our attention to the “ main
theme” of this gentleman’s “ message.” You arc to
ask yourself “ what in the main, are the ideals which
have made our Empire the greatest in the world?”
Quite a simple question for, the Rev. Bourchier has the
solution all pat and conveniently condensed into five
short words. It is—* our reverence for the Scriptures.”

Just think—* our reverence for the Scriptures” has
enabled us to successfully wage war against infidels and
those Christians who speak other tongues than ours, it
has supported us in building up a mighty Empire, it
prompts us after 2000 years of preaching the advantage”™
of giving instead of receiving, of being humble and
meek, of loving our enemies and so on, ad nauseam—to
spend a hundred million of money annually in main-
taining Fighting Services to protect and perpetuate our
supremacy—and yet this mighty stimulation, this in-
spiring reverence which has cost millions of lives, sorrow
and suffering beyond computation—mark you, “ when it
comes to laying the foundation for a “ better world,”
when it is a question of the practical realization of ideals
for a world at peace, “ reverence for the Scriptures” no
longer has any power to move us, it is impotent to
spur us to make parallel efforts to those dedicated to
war. Truly Jehovah is the God of Battles, and verily
Christ came not to bring peace but a sword.

This reverential Book-idolatry, it seems, will steel
men’s hearts to hazard their very lives to add to our
national possessions, but it has no like force to stir them
to exert themselves in the comparatively tame endeavour
to promote social reform and resist social injustice. No,
our post-war record is one of failure and a “ lowering ”
of our ideals despite our reverence for the Scriptures.

I am not concerned here with the ethical aspects of
Empire-building, Imperialism, or patriotism—these are
questions quite beyond the scope of this article. But |
am concerned with the ethics (!) of a conception such as
this which claims the authority and sanction of Holy
Writ for the imposition of our will upon that of weaker
races. Even the Rev. Bourchier would not deny that
any Empire could be acquired and maintained except by
force of arms.

Speaking as an Englishman it is, of course, quite
natural that this reverend gentleman should come to the
conclusion that God is on the side of the British Empire.
China, for instance, which has produced a civilization
of her own, with no Empire (except that within her
own confines) has been at peace with the rest of
the world for thousands of years—but alas! they are not
Christians, and they have no reverence for our Scrip-
tures.
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So anxious is the Rev. floufchier to enforce his “ mess-
age,” that he quotes Queen Victoria in like vein. When

asked by a stranger for “ tile secret of her country’s
greatness,” the Queen crossed the room and returned
with a Bible in her hand. “ This book has made my
people what they are,” she said.

Whether mere “ reverence for the Scriptures,” or the
interpretation thereof provides the essential principle
and driving force necessary for the founding of Empires
is an interesting point on which our broadcast speaker
does not throw any light. It can hardly depend upon
interpretation, however, in view of the woeful lack of
unanimity so characteristic of Biblical investigation.

A disunited front would not make for successful effort
towards territorial expansion!

Is this the way to sue for World Peace 7—to vaunt our
greatness from the pulpit, disguised as the Will of God,
and to broadcast it to the world? Have the B.B.C.
authorities no sense of proportion that they permit such
pernicious rubbish free expression confirmed by official
publication, and yet obstinately refuse opportunities for
the frank and open discussion of religious questions ?

In conclusion, the Rev. Bourehier warns us that “ we
neglect the Bible at our peril,” a pessimistic prophecy
which he, no doubt, interprets as presaging the initial
crumbling and final downfall of the British Empire.

For fear the Rev. Bourchier should, at any future date,
experience difficulty in selecting suitable subjects for
his sermons, | venture to suggest that he will find
sufficient opportunity for the exercise of his eloquence in
the fifth verse of the fifth chapter of St. Matthew :
"Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the earth.”

M. Colvin.

Amongst the Buina.

Touched by the subtle alchemy of the evening light,
the grey stone walls glowed as if plated with gold; the
gold of blood-money, stained crimson with a thousand
crimes. In graceful flight around the old tower, the
jackdaws circled, with barely perceptible movements of
their outstretched wings. Monotonous but soothing
notes issued from their wide-open bills, the deep caws of
the adults, harmonizing with the shriller tones of the
young. Occasidnally, one alighted nearby and, with
bright, curious glancings froiii his diamond eyes, in-
vestigated the human figure lying there outstretched.
A flutter of wings : a flirt of the tail; and he soared
again to join his brethren circling overhead.
A light haze gathered in the dale below, mount-
ing slowly the steep hillside. The limestone
boulders appeared like croUching animals, in the
deepening twilight, or the backs of dolphins
visible for a moment above the waves. The
poet lav dreaming, as poets will; his body lying there
supine, but his mind, on the wings of Fancy, sped down
the echoing vault of the vanished years. And many
forms he called, and conversed with ; the spirits of the
mighty dead. And each, for him, had some one thing
to tell : the philosophers some moral tale of how men
lived and loved in olden times : the poets, poured forth
for him, in rich and diverse inelodics, the glories of
their ancient songs. And, even in the shades, he
found—so restless is the mind of man—the sages still
were building systems for the salvation of their kind :
the poets, singing verses as yet not given to the world.
... And long he stayed, conversing, hearing many
things, and asking each if they could give some word to
act as beacon for his guidance through the World of
Life. And much advice they gave, with wise and gentle
noddings of the head ; on how to live, and how to die.
And, as they sped by, one by one, he heard a voice
from out the ruck. ..." But two things, mortal, dost
thou need. . . . Fear nothing; and have tolerance, too,
and pity ; let thy pity be unbounded, and thy tolerance
as wide and all-embracing as the sea.” The last dim
shade had vanished; then one came by, and stood before
him, and he knew it not, and thought . . . what could
it be, this strange, wild-looking thing; this polyglot.
... And he looked, and saw its naked form was
smoothly rounded like to that of womankind; but the
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lower limbs were harsh, and strong, and clothed™™
long brown hair; and hooves were for its fe° ,
stead of toes; above the waist rose large ana m A
breasts, but the skin was scarred and fleshed wﬂﬁ @'-
wounds from which the blood floweel €ewn : g
smile was as the smile of Mona Lisa; half pitiji '~
ironic; while the eyes, twin flames, shone glowing ~
the light of thought; upon its brow, a crowu of 1O
encircling, tore the quivering marble flesh. . o

The poet hailed it, where it passed, saying « ¢« v Jlie
| prithee, stranger Spirit; converse awhile and tc
what thou art; why this so sad and pitiful®» ®£ ¢
The Spirit answered, and its voice was mellow &
golden flute, soft blowing from behind the Hill'
ueatn ...-'l am the Genius of Humanity. Say
what thou would ask. 1 know not everything, js
I know, will gladly answer thee. Say on, my. dj
short.” And the poet spoke, with quivering hps>, .
many a question of the past he asked, and had 17
and then ... " What meaning has the race of" a
“ Whence come we here, and why ” ? The Spirit.*1"
with gentle pity, answering ... " Seek for this
thou wouldst know, where the scorpion and the -
make their home, amongst the monuments of Es- hje
former greatness : let thy wandering footsteps S i
thee hence, to Mexico, to where the red blood
erstwhile, in continuous streams, along the gutw
the Temple of the Sun : then wend thee back to ' jc
and Rome, and take thy wandering way amid then  {
ruins of their long vanished glory : and, if thou lICjIGi
nought; no whispering voice to tell thee what
seckcst; go hence again and lean with listening
against the barrows of Upsala, or sit and watch the ¢
rise o’er the altars of Stonehenge. Thou, who a
poet, will find there what thou seekest.” The >r~
voice was silent. “ But this, all this-, and more, a‘'r ‘ we
have | done,” the poet cried, “ And many tilings * ,
been revealed, but one, and that | fain would kn® ~
“ Tell me, tell me, or I die. What is the fu/tir£add
Humanity ? What do the years, as yet unborn,
for us still, of weal or woe?” The last rays 0 ~
dying sun fled Chugliing down the sky : the song ~
the wind swept along through the fir wood and
hill : the jackdaws cawed derisively : and a fool 'V
for an answer, in the dark. JoSErii MAIi*

“Goodwill Towards Men.”

<

Everybody who has tried to work with Christians !
common ends ” finds in nine cases out of ten tio»5
Christian double-crosses him. The splendid excep
deserve our appreciation, but indeed we should
date them less if wc found more fellowship and 1°J*
amongst the common Christians. . Cs

Christians can no doubt organize amongst theiust ™
There may be a determined crusade to sink minor <,
sectarian differences in order that * The Free Cburc »
or “ The Evangelicals,” or even on some rare occa' j™
“ The Christian Churches” may speak with one v

As a rule the Christians do not invite or welcome ¢
side co-operation in public affairs. Generally their
of education is Christian propaganda : of char* G i}
means for bringing the poor, the sick, and the berc
into the Christian fold.  Christians, like other Po(j O-
differ in politics, but whether Conservative, Libelil™er
Labour, the Christians expect their politics to fur
the interests of their creed. Many frankly admit ~™

Lord Phillimorc repudiated the idea that lie objectO 1,
Turkish “ atrocities on humanitarian grounds. Hc 1
fessed that his duty as a citizen was “ first to the 1 j)§
hold of faith.” He pitied the Armenians because
were Christian victims of a non-Christian Governl

Christians will never agree to non-Cliristian chap1 j,
cies, or relinquish their own monopolist prerogative'”~
army, navy, hospital, prison or asylum. They ~ ,
divested such universal memorials as the many
monuments, into the narrowest credal advertisemcU

In America a few years ago, some doubtless well'I1r* ¢
itig men met together tn found what they called
Goodwill Movement between Jews and Christians-. ~0

Seeing that Jesus was a Jew, and that the Chi>
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R'sccutions of tlie Jews form one of the bloodiest cliap-
ﬁ‘r@'@:rg\zﬁgﬁtthls ought to have been a very inter-
VvV fiv, '
7 *« the Federal Council of Churches ol Christ in
>eriea, and the Central Conference of America
Relbis i o
The United Presbyterian General Assembly began lon
X * critic- severely the Christian seeton ¢ r”™ "
, tSGl " liberally” towards Jews. The tre y. t
ne of the units forming the Federal  ............
screw ” by depriving the Council of half its

% Ws,‘ﬁlfl th)(le Presbyterian objections have led to a
Lruy  Christian  spirit inspiring the Federal
, the Jews have come to the gp_r)g}y_s_i_qn that
g00d-will ” on the part of the Christians con-
Poselvi'S0tI80r'ng antf assisting the crudest forms of
Bert rsl/lI't"" "They have used the “ goodwill ” movc-
acjjr; .a means to encourage the missionary activities
AitierilStlans (°r rather of Protestant Christians) amongst
In «@n Tews-
tHean,,,!Ct the Christians plead guilty to this despicable
i“ntifT*'. Which was apparently the sole object of their
tre JqleltlOn with the movement. A Jewish member of
He ,_°veraent accused the Christian section of “ using
topcr?aiJzation as a smoke-screen for converting Jews
jtnristianity.”
A, QW tmnspires that a Protestant minister, the Rev.
o a nv>started this movement while lie was Secretary
~.Proselytizing society, and cleverly roped in the
di; 1?7 hy cant and hypocritical pretences such as
dr e lans have always indulged in. Faced with the
Naccusation, the Rev. Mr. Anthony admits that he
0?1(1 never give up the attempt to spread the
Jstian gospel among the Jews.”
othjl0 marvels at the credulity of Jewish Rabbis and
The r h® can be so easily taken in by those tricksters.
d le Tact is that Rabbis, like many other good people,
Jv realize that the difference between Christian and
g, ' i*any rate in England and America, is entirely a
y I0n of religious intolerance and its results.
0 * 1 Angel and many Jews deny this. The Jewish
> spaper Forward (U.S.A.) claims that “ To-day the
gal E in the grip of the cult of nationalism. The
,a for modern anti-Semitism is based on national
mjJjl0« rather than religious.” Such a doctrine
tiE aPply to anti-Germanism in allied countries, and
Mt;,;IPply generally to the Balkans against all foreigners
O 1 (*scrimina'tion. But the United States popula-
w;. Cojisists mainly of foreigners naturalized or othcr-

an
te!
sists

HO ' R has a big population of aliens of all kinds.
p(.e its alien immigrants arc subjected to nationalist
.¢-liees  Colour is another question. Even Germans,

in whose nation America recently waged war, are
schse an unpopular people in the U.S.A.
rA 0 Jewish newspaper is satirical in dismissing ‘* the
fadtu,°U. idea that Jews are still looked upon with dis-
t@s Ir>because somewhere sometime our remote ances-
j. arc alleged to have betrayed Jesus.”
JAWsmay fe ridiculous, it is probably even untnie, that
o,tS ,etrayed Jesus, but the allegation was used for
t0,Umes to excuse persecution, and the Christians of
tijjjA'" have inherited the bigotry, but not the power of
(E Christian ancestors.
a ™0 American Jews are raising a fund to build a
tfw Jewish university in U.S.A.  Why? Because
d e are so many Christian universities, that non-
istr't-la,Is fnot Jews alone) suffer from Christian admin
Q1 O educational centres. The Jews will only
isE an(ther religious college to the many already ex
halj * Tt may inflame rather than allay Christian pre-
iua c®- What a pity these Jews will not join hands, as
B..- Jews arc beginning to do, with Freethinkers, to
nti the cause of Secular education. Secular educa-
Is the real remedy for anti-semitism.

George Bedborougii.

* —_~ J— J— J—
ind  that j\dtﬁ!(\‘,,\é and gives us shadow and blossom and
that springs from no planting of ours.
George Eliot

I'RITF.THrN'KER
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Correspondence.

To the Editor of the " Freethinker,2

IRELAND AND TIIE PAPACY.

Sir,—The letter of appreciation hy J. Tujlin, ip the
current issue, extolling the recent article “ The’ Pope’s
Green lIsland,” by P. Murphy, must surely reflect the
considered opinion of every reader.

Although the Freethinker very wisely excludes poli-
tics, yet it must be apparent to every citizen, that in the
case of Ireland can be discerned the handiwork and the
subterranean methods of the political Jesuit, or the
Jesuitical politician—whichever you prefer,

As a youth, | was a great, but mistaken, admirer of
W. E. Gladstone, he who threw down the gauntlet of
“ Home Rule for Ireland.” | never could then under-
stand why Queen Victoria disliked him—a man of un-
doubted erudition, who appeared, in addition, to be
actuated by high ideals and humanitarian principles.
But was he so actuated ? The sagacious old Queen
thought differently. .She knew. While she was Queen
of all the Britons she would be mistress in her own
house, and did not intend to play second fiddle to any
foreign potentate masquerading as the Vicar of Christ on
Earth. In this respect, upon Queen Victoria fell the
mantle of the redoubtable Henry VIII, King of all the
Britons, whether hy Dei Gratia or Diabolus Gratia.

The lessons of history had not been forgotten. For
many years the life of Queen Elizabeth was not safe for
an hour from the hand of Rudolfi, who, with his secret
confederacy, headed by the then Duke of Norfolk, was
bribed by Pope Pius V to assassinate her. This Papal
ruffian, whose bloody hands were stained with the mur-
der of thousands, was canouized by the Church! A
Holy God Almighty.

Ireland has got Home Rule—at a price. She has ex-
changed the “ Curse o’ Crom’ll ” for the ten times
greater curse of an oppressive Church which demands
its votaries to hand over their heart and soul and body,
and to slavishly sacrifice their freedom of intellect and
conscience, or—be damned !

But great numbers of the Irish, jocular though their
Gaelic character he, cannot see the joke. Their reputed
native wit fails them. In consequence, they are leaving
Erin by the hundreds. .So great has been the influx
into Scotland, particularly Glasgow, of impecunious
Irish, who are subsisting upon parochial relief, that the
harrassed local authorities are reviewing the whole ques-
tion with grave concern.

Others are coming further south and flooding the
navvying and building trades, at a lower wage are oust-
ing the hatred Saxon. Great Scotland Yard, | under-
stand, receives increasing applications from Irish immi-
grants anxious to join the Constabulary here. Is there
no particular meaning in all this, or is it “ according to
plan—Papal plan ?

And here’s another view-angle. The Empire Market-
ing Board is hy posters pushing the sale in England of
Irish Produce. Though 1 strongly disapprove commer-
cial boycotts, 1 ignore that aspect of the Empire call of
patriotism. A boycott usually has its rise in pique, as
in the ease of Napoleon’s Continental essay against Eng-
land- It can he only temporary in any ease, and usually
hurts the originator the more. Circumstances differ,
however. Under the present regime of the Irish Papal
State, with the thumb of the Church at the throat of the
people, and when such a large proportion of the income
of the State, goes directly or indirectly into the coffers
of the Church, one is reluctant, by inter-trading, to sup-
port a religious sj'stem which in its essence is the very
pesonification of greed and brutality, and the very nega-
tion of regard and love for humanity.

That article, “ The Pope’s Green Island,” would make
a most influential leaflet for free distribution. Therein
are facts which would make every individual elector,
whatever his or her political creed may be, think—and
think hard.

Let us hear from ycz again, Paddy Murphy, me bboy.

Arthur Hughes,
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SCIENCE AND SCIENTISTS.

Sir,—1 am much obliged to Mr. R. B. Kerr for calling
attention to the mistake, which has been corrected by
an erratum slip in the paragraph he quotes from my
“ Human Migration and the Future.” The figures for
the urban populations were omitted from the typescript,
and the figures for the metropolitan population of the
three countries read as those of the urban population.

Owing to the proofs having been passed at the time
when | was preoccupied in other work, | did not notice
the omission which made nonsense of the sentence and
omitted the intended comparison between the urban and
metropolitan populations of the three countries.

J. W. Gregory.

National Secular Society.

Report of Executive Meeting heed August 30, 1929.

The President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, in the chair.

Also present : Messrs. Quinton, Moss, Dobson, Wood,
Silvester, Corrigan, Hornibrook, Easterbrook, Mrs Quin-
ton, Junr., Miss Kough, and the .Secretary.

A number of apologies for absence, owing to holidays
were read.

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and ac-
cepted, and the monthly financial statement presented.

The President reported legal advice concerning the
police and the right of public meetings had been ob-
tained, and the speaker concerned had been instructed.

New members were admitted for West Eondon, Beth-
nal Green, and the Parent Society.

A suggestion from Liverpool, that Mr. G. Whitehead
conducts a week’s open-air work, prior to the first Picton
Hall meeting, was agreed to.

A number of minor matters were discussed and the
meeting closed.

R. H. Rosetti,
General Secretary.

Society News.

Eight meetings were addressed by Mr. George White-
head in the Manchester district. The meeting held at
Alexandra Park passed off with none of the unpleasant
interruptions witnessed here on previous occasions al-
though many questions were asked. Fair sales of liter-
ature were registered. The two meetings held on the
Sunday, in Stevenson Square, were also successful,
several friends being present from Bolton, Ashton and
other places. A large number of specimen Freethinkers
were distributed.  The two meetings held in Salford
were not too well attended, the rain interfering some-
what on one occasion. The three meetings held near
All Saints Church were quite good, the Catholics being
well represented. Some of their questions and remarks
were more reminiscent of a barrack-room than redolent
of piety, and the flames of the Inquisition seem to still
smoulder in their sweet souls. On Saturday, September
7, Mr. Whitehead commences a fortnight’s campaign in
Glasgow.

LECTURES IN N.E. LANCASHIRE.

The meeting at Nelson, on Wednesday, became very
lively at question time. Questions and opposition were
still forthcoming when we had to apply the closure at
almost 10 p.m., in order to catch the train home. A
gentleman followed us to the station to tell us about the
inner light that he possessed, although he had kept the
matter to himself at the lecture. Good meetings were
held at Todinorden on Thursday, Cliviger on Friday, and
Hapton on Sunday Afternoon. On Sunday night we had
a very attentive hearing from a big crowd at Clitheroe,
where we had previously had police interference. Oll
this occasion the meeting was in no way interfered with.

J.C.

FREETHINKER

September

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES- ®tc

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Strtel ~ m
E.C.s, by the first post on Tuesday, or they »

inserted.
LONDON.

South Peace Ethical é’(\)lg?:t’)?/- (The Loridon I[J-.StltuRg'

Theatre, South Place, Moorgate, E.C.2) : ir®
Nevinson—* The English Gentleman.”
outdoor. jf j,

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 1230 53)
Hart; 330, Messrs. E. Betts and B. A. Le

Messrs. A. H. Hyatt and B. A. Le Maine. a1
meetings every Wednesday at 7.30, Messrs. C- tus  frit'
Hart; every Friday at 7.30, Mr. B. A. Le Maine. Jje tn
thinker may he obtained during our meetings oJ
Park Gates, Bayswater Road. jjair
West London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Far™
mersmith) : 345, Messrs. C. Tuson and J. Hart. it
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, M
Bandstand) : 3.15—A Lecture. Lo}

South London Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common)
Mr. L. Ebury; Brockwell Park, 6.30, Mr. F. Mann,
day, Clapham OIld Town, 80, Mr. F. P. Corrigan;
pool Street, Camberwell Gate, 80, Mr. L. Ebury. " tre

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent's Park, IIf
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. L. Ebury—A Lecture. jieB

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside TeChnicakﬁﬁ(y-"l
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. J. J
Lecture.

Streatham Common Branch N.S.S., 6.30, Mr. H-
A Lecture.

Finsbury Park Branch N.S.S., 1115’ Mr. H. rree

preeN'

9 . AN
lﬂﬂﬁ%m and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner OES’bOt I
Road, North End Road) ; Saturday, 8.0; Effie Road,

Green Station, Sunday, 8.0—Various Speakers.

COUNTRY,
outdoor, 9:
Mr. J. T. Brighton will lecture at the following P 75
Friday, September 6, Queen Street, Spennynio°r  jj;
Saturday, September 7, Anthony Street, Stanley-
Thursday September 12, White Lion, Houghton, 7-1a" /ir
Newcastee-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. (Town f-
North Road entrance) : 7.0, Messrs. Atkinson 1 jjei™
Brighton. A good assortment of literature on sale-
hers, please rally up. n
Liverpool  (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S.
Street) : Monday, September 9lat 7.30, Mr. J. V.
A Lecture.
Glasgow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Douglas M°°r'
at Hillfoot Car Terminus at n o’clock prompt.
Glasgov- Branch N.S.S.—Air. George Whitehead
ture from September 7, and during the week follo~"

Miscellaneous Advertisements.

R. B. O'CONNELL, who intends returning tO FuQ}n:l%
M from India early next year, will be pleased ™
from some Freethinker interested in poultry farm' b AC

near suburbs of London. Is prepared to put in a 1a ¢ppll'
a; well as assist generally, and keep the accounts. (ljoE

Box A 16, Freethinker, 61 Farringdon Street,

E.C4.

W ANTED—Man or woman to address envelope™ ~
typewriter or in clear handwriting, at home o' gjfedk

office—Apply, Lyceum Institute, 85 New Oxfon

vondon, W.C.i.

UNWANTED CHILD)

In a Civilized Community there should b0
UNWANTED Children.
e a
For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of ® ~
trol Requisites and Books, send a ij4d. stamp 1 ,

J R HOLVES Bt Hrney, Wartage, »¢

(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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The Case for
Secular Education

tittuod by the Secular Education League.)
T Secular Education controversy, with a
dear and temperate statement of the argn*

enents in favour of the abolition of religioms
**ching in a]j state-aided school*.

PRICE SEVENPENCE
Postage id.

HIS booklet give» a conciae history of the

Piomou Puss, 61 Parringdoo Street, E.C.4.

PRIESTCRAFT:

N Study of the Exploitation of the
Religious Sentiment

BY
C. R. Boyd Freeman
M[IindFREEMAN writes with the gloves of!,
does not mince matters when handling

‘Vat is really one of the greatest curses from
which modern civilization suffers.

Psici 6/-, postage 3d.

Pioneer Passe, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.

FOUR LECTURES on

FREETHOUGHT and LIFE

By Chapman Cohen.
[ (Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

I ~Ur Lectures delivered in the Secular Hall, Leicester,
I on November 4th, nth, 18th and 25th, 1928.

. q
| j, Stains lectures on: The Meaning and Value of
thought; Freethought and God; Freethought
and Death ; Freethought and Morals.

‘ ,che - One Shilling.

I *Uv Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

Postage ijd.

. S A
I[dammar of Freethought.

A Statement of the Case fop
Freethought, including a
Criticism of Fundamental
Religious Doctrines.

By CHAPMAN COHEN.

»

I C*Oth Bound 5s. Postage 3ld.

*

Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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' THE
| “Freethinker” Endowment Trust

I A Great Scheme for a Great Purpose

The Freethinker Endowment Trust was registered on
the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise a
sum of not less than £8000, which, by investment,
would yield sufficient to cover the estimated annual
. loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethinker.
The Trust is controlled and administered by five
Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Free-
thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the terms
of the Trust Deed the Trustees are prohibited from
deriving anything from the Trust in the shape of
profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the event of
the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion _of the
L Trustees, rendering the Fund _unnecessary, it may be
rought to an end, and the capital sum handed over
to the National Secular Society.

The Trustees set themselves the task of raising a
minimum sum of £8000. This was accomplished by
the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion of
some of the largest subscribers, it has since been re-
solved. to increase the Trust to a round £10,000, and
there is every hope of this being done within a reason-
ably short time.

The Trust may be benefited by donations of cash,
or shares already held, or by bequests. All contri-
butions will be acknowledged "in the columns of this
journal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or to
the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. H. Jessop, Hollyshaw,
Whitkirk, Nr. Leeds. Any further information con-
ceruing the Trust will be supplied on application.

There is no need to say more about the Freethinker
itself, than that its invaluable service to the Free-
thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by all.
It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought in this
country, and places its columns, without charge, at
the service of the Movement.

The address of the Freethinker Endowment Trust
is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
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Two Books for Thinkers.

' MIND AND REALITY
J:\ LIFE, MIND & KNOWLEDGE
i‘(] J C TI;IK?riI(\j/(I)S.S, B.Sc.

The Rt. Hon. J. M. Robertson is in full agreement with the

Author's philosophic attitude, and highly appreciates the

] “ pungency and alertness of his handling and especially his
strictures on the Mctaphyscian."

Price, 6d. each. Postage for the 2 copies 2Jd.

DETERMINISM  OR
FREE-WILL?

An Exposition of the Subject in the Eight of the
Doctrines of Evolution.

— N = S =

By Chapman Cohen.
Half-Cloth, 2/6. Postage 2Ad.

SECOND EDITION.

— -

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j
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The Bible and Prohibition.

°KL

BIBLE

and

BEER

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

*&

By G. W. FOOTE.

A careful examination of the Relation of the

Bible and Christian leaders to the Drink Question.

TWOPENCE.
Postage id.

Price

Tint Pioneer Priss, 6x Farringdon Street, EC .4

CHRISTIANITY“SLAVERY

With a Chapter on Christianity
and the Labour Movement.
Portrait and lllustration of the
————— slave-ship “ Brooke.”

By CHAPMAN COHEN,

— 00—

Price One Shilling. Postage id.

Tur Pionerr Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

PAINE THE PIONEER

Life of Thomas Paine
By F. J GOULD

Gilt Cloth Portrait Published 4/6 nut

Price 2/- Postage 3d.

Only a limited number of copies available.

THR FREHTHINKER

-[J*Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

September

The Secular Society, Ltd-
by

| Company Limited by /Guarani**-

i T.C*
Registered Office : 62 Farringdon St., London
Secretary: Mr. R. H. RosETTL

IThis Society was formed in 1898 to afford le£3™ purp(B 1
the acquisition and application of funds for Secular p »

The Memorandum of Association sets forth "ua®
Society’s Objects are :(—To promote the principle tba” &
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge» iijil
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare pfv
world is the proper end of all thought and action. gde
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Sec®
cation. To promote the complete secularization of i{ b

| etc. And to do all such lawful things as are con ~ jf
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and re
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathe #
person, and to employ the same for any of the PurP

the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shilling*
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings. (je o

The liability of members is limited to ¢1, C
Society should ever be wound up. ~d

All who join the Society participate in the copff® gjif
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It >e gf| *
provided in the Articles of Association that no n'eD ;fid
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society»

by way of dividend, bonus, or interest. ¢
jtg>

— R s —

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), *ac

but are eligible for re-election. 4
»

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are |nV|ted/d )l#
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s 1°,],0"
their wills. The now historic decision of the House O " in
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, ~ i f
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary,

it quite impossible to set aside such bequests. A

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient f*
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—

| give and bequeath to the Secular Society»

the sum of £---- free from Legacy Duty, and

that a receipt signed by two members of the
the said Society and the Secretary thereof s*I® vy.

good discharge to my Executors for the said Leg n

4.

fi 0

1 N *

It is + dvisable, but not necessary, that the
should be formally notified of such bequests, as w» fit"
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership» "  tof
particulars, will be sent on application to the h
Mr. R. H. ROSETTI, 62 Farringdon Street, London,
J
| Evolution for the Young. j

- | Prehistoric Man and His Ancestor J

By ONA MELTON.

I ' Cloth with 5 Plates.
J ) Price - 1ced Postage Id* c,tr*
I

(P Nee>! Form»*|' N<»N

| |MAHRIALISMTI|I|S

Verbatim Report of Debate between

1_ Chapman C(lhen and C. E. M. Joad—
| © One Shilling Net.
I ,

Revised , n
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