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v atl°n and God.

'V L. Nil sh°ws the haphazard character of the evi- 
"'"ch a<Jvanccd 011 behalf of the belief in God, so 
time ,as ^le way in which the ground is shifted from 
*i°n, it t'me- Of this the general question of causa- 
the ers a good example. The belief in miracles- 
55airJ;,SSl"r’-'0n of the direct interference of deity in 

"  was a denial of the fixed and determinable 
< . < *  of events. Anything might happen, and 
<W . la<J been was no guarantee of what would be,
Dii Hi 1(lcntical circumstances. But as the deter-

• 1 e character of events was established, the be- 
5ue firaCles faded away. So Thei 

V't 41' ’at the existence of God was shown by the
it 111fSue

»St. a]Jat nothing happened in a haphazard way. To 
V ]a ^scientific expression, a universe “ governed 
telij 'V ' Proved the existence of a controlling in- 

jjphce.
Part • ^n's reduced God to a nonentity. He took no 

actual conduct of affairs. He had setf?slvBy .!'r°ing, and ever afterwards they went their 
cati0 'biout interference or guidance. The identifi- 
W  9°d with the universe, or nature, gave little 
hily vague pantheism of this kind is removed
V 1,1
\ l '  sPcech. Of course, what has been said holds 

Sic 'JlA  of those endowed with some sense of 
*kr { fortunately for the Churches the majority of
or . llr

Otis

name from Atheism. God becomes a mere

Dj °Wers find no great difficulty in holding two 
contrary opinions at the same time. A  re- 

Sense that cannot swallow a contradiction is a
Poor one, and functions but badly.

\
1

Hi

'lucipie of Causality.
do not intend discussing the basis on

Professor Eddington challenges the prin- 
<J . causation. It would involve a lengthy 

Hfiyyj'bon of the latest theories in mathe- 
Physics, of the value which, indeed,

my opinion would be that of a sheer amateur. 
What concerns us are the conclusions reached by Pro­
fessor Eddington, and the use he makes of them to 
support some sort of a nebulous religion, ar well as 
the way in which they have been welcome' re­
ligious leaders. They have forgotten all the iave 
been saying, that the existence of a ui .-rse 
“  governed by law ”  is proof of the existence ol God 
(which implies that if it were not, the existence of 
God would be dubious) and have welcomed Edding­
ton’s statement that one portion of the universe at 
least cannot be brought under scientific law, and that 
the principle of causation has broken down altogether. 
This last illustrates what I have before said of Pro­
fessor Eddington’s great readiness to take the present 
standing of certain theories of physics as being final. 
And that is on a par with the popular statements that 
Einstein has wiped Newton off the map, that the atom 
has been destroyed and matter annihilated. None of 
these statements is true. The atom is there, as use­
ful as ever— with only a changed conception of its 
constitution; matter is as “  real ”  as it ever 
was. Newton, as Eddington and Einstein have both 
said, stands about where he did, and as Bertrand 
Russell has pointed out, the whole Relativity theory 
leaves the questions of Materialism and Idealism 
where they were.

It is, says Professor Eddington, “  a consequence of 
the advent of the Quantum theory that physics is no 
longer pledged to a scheme of deterministic law.”  I 
speak with all deference, but so far as I understand 
the position, all that is actually the case is that, first, 
physicists are at present using theories which appar­
ently contradict one another, but which they hope 
soon (this on the assertion of Einstein) to bring hto 
line with “  the strictest causality.”  Next, v are 
told that as the future is a combination of ea' in­
fluences belonging to the past, with unpre-' ¿ able 
elements contributed by the future, w e ' have 
therefore no ground on which to say what the future 
will be like. I am not quite sure what Professor 
Eddington has in mind when he writes in this way, 
but I would like to know whether he really believes 
that the future is not brought about by determinable 
influences, even though we may he quite ignorant of 
what these are? I do not think he would answer this 
question in the affirmative, because he says (in sup­
port of the statement that strict causality has dropped 
out of the material world) : —

Our ideas of the controlling laws are in process of 
reconstruction, and it is not possible to predict what 
kind of form they will ultimately take; but all the 
indications are that strict causality has dropped out 
permanently. This relieves us of the necessity of 
supposing that mind is subject to deterministic law, 
or alternatively that it can suspend deterministic 
law in the material world.

But in the very act of casting doubt upon the con­
tinuance in science of the principle of determinism,
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Professor Eddington is bound to assume it when he 
speaks about the future. His argument depends 
upon this; for if we are to pre-judge the future on the 
basis of present tendencies, we must assume that the 
present stands to the future in the nature of a causal 
fact. If the present is not viewed causally, how can 
Professor Eddington judge what the future will be 
like. One day he will, perhaps, realize, what I have 
so often pointed out, that determinism is not merely 
a truth of physics, it is a condition of sane thinking. 
I am confirmed in this hope, because I find him ad­
mitting, “  I have not been able to form a satisfactory 
conception of any kind of law or causal sequence 
which shall be other than deterministic.”  And when 
we are told that he “  can imagine a science which has 
no contact with the usual phenomena and laws of 
physics, which yet admits of the same kind of exact 
treatment,”  he seems to be admitting by the back 
door, something that he has just ostentatiously thrown 
out of the window.

As a matter of fact, unpredictability is theoretically 
true of the product of every combination of factors. 
It is the repetition of experience that blinds us to 
this truth. But the only reason why we are able to 
predict that the combination of two gasses will produce 
water, is that experience has shown this to be the 
case. But there is nothing in the known qualities of 
the two to lead 11s to say, prior to experience, that 
this will be so. The use made in the interests of 
religion, of the theory of emergence is due to an 
ignoring of this truth. Emergence merly stresses this 
fact for a special purpose. Otherwise “  emergence ”  
is one of those things that should have been long ago 
recognized by anyone capable of sound scientific 
thinking. Readers of this journal know that I have 
been stressing this aspect of causation for now nearly 
forty years.

*  *  *

Mind and Matter.
Next week, in a concluding article, T will deal with 

Professor Eddington’s theory of two different worlds, 
in which the same principle of law does not obtain. 
It is enough to say at present, that he marks the 
world of “  matter ”  off sharply from the world of 
“  mind.”  Of the first we have, he says, a merely 
“ symbolic knowledge,”  but we have a real and not a 
symbolic knowledge of our own nature. This is not 
an uncommon mode of expression, but it is, I think, 
wholly wrong. I agree that when we use such terms 
as matter, force, atom, etc., we are using so many 
symbols which stand as signs for certain classified 
experiences. But the raw material of our conscious 
life is experience, arid experience, as Professor 
Eddington himself puts it, stands for the interaction 
of organism and environment. And the same inter­
action which leads me to call one part of experience 
matter, or material, leads me to call another mental, 
or physical. But we have no more, and no greater 
knowledge of “  mind ” than we have of “  matter.”  
They are both names given to a particular type of 
experience. We do not know “  mind ”  as a sub­
stantive fact at all, but only as a general term which 
covers a certain number of particular instances. I 
deny flatly the correctness of Professor Edding­
ton’s statement, that while we have only an infer­
ential knowledge of nature, we have a direct know­
ledge of our own “  mind.”  Looked at from the 
proper point of view, mind and matter are equally 
“  symbolic.”  The conception of either is due to the 
interaction of organism and environment, and why 
one should be counted as being more “  real ”  than 
the other is more than I can tell.

Professor Eddington says that “  starting from 
ether, electrons and other physical machinery, we 
cannot reach conscious man and render count of what 
is apprehended in his consciousness.”  If what is

meant here is that you cannot express mental
irt tnrmc r\f nlnrcinc 11 a ic CQuintT wliat 110in terms of physics, he is saying what 
equipped materialist will dispute. But u  ̂ (, i; 
exactly what he says, all that one can rep) ,̂ -J
starting from ether, electrons, and other c;l!i 
machinery, we do reach conscious man. tsni1' 
reach him in no other way. Only by an UIlC jor 
ing of these things do we lay the foundati011̂  • 
adequate knowledge of man in his very 
pression.

*  •  *

A  C on clu sion  or A n  A ssu m p tion  P
1 he truth is, I fancy, that Professor iiuu“^ ( 

opinion as to the present bearing of scieoce j 
ligion is dictated largely by pre-existing ^  sllb-

i

I do not attempt

*” ------- — "j i—  .
am confirmed to this because right throng» - 
stantial truth of religion is taken for grant1-1 , 
the one hand, he says, “  I do not attempt to O „ 
the truth of religious experience,”  when the 4 
at issue is as to the nature and truth of rchfi11 
perieiice. And on the other hand he say5 c-'5’

I have sometimes been asked whether pcl 
not now furnish an argument which wou»‘ c n 
any reasonable Atheist. I could no more 1 .t /-nlua .
ligious conviction into an Atheist than 
a joke into a Scotchman. The only hope

T co»
of CÜ»e only t ' !

through co fe#verting ” the former is that ^ ,,
merry-minded companions lie may beg111 j. tv-;' 
that he is missing something in life W»lC 
attaining.

,1.»And that is exactly the argument of 
Scot, who when reproved by the Sheriff’ lif; 
that he (the Sheriff) had never been drunk 111 j^il 
replied : “  Well, ye dinna ken what ye ha»
To sound science— which is not restrict»1

is as
# cb‘

physical world— religious conviction is 35 ^  i’11 
subject for examination as anything else- -cjj 1
-1Î---- i  - 1̂- - Z- r1- 1--.nOÛ \V»‘disputes that there are certain experiences "
called religious. The whole question is ab, ,i t

st'c
p'

real nature. Is the statement of the “  '!
his meditations bring him into touch

spiritual world,”  of any greater cgavas ,value than the statement of the
e re*"Alt'

the medieval monk that lie reached the saITl(i-plio.̂ !, 
fasting? In the confession that Professor , 
cannot hope to convince an Atheist is the 0
that belief in religion has nothing of the 1' th- 
reasoned conviction about it. But the I10P1’ ,W
merry-minded companions may deserve to  ̂h3' 
the Atheist that he is missing something 0{ 1' 
ing is exactly on all-fours with the opin’011 
“  merry-minded ”  drunkard as to his teetota ^  

Again, we have to say that nature has » ^ 
kindly to Professor Eddington, in giving f’”1 ,!l
telligence above the ordinary— that is, if '1<;,cSl1'1 
tended to be religious. He too obviously ^  it 
self away— and sometimes one fancies he k»

C hapman

(To be concluded.)

The Children of Creduli^*
• pic P‘ /“ Civilization must advance, not only w 11 „¡ty 

electricity and motors, but in those of h"" ‘ 
wisdom.1'—G. W. Foote. hud1,

“  A world in the hand is worth two ill t»c

Civilization covers a multitude of barbaf’^^iiCj 
savage-survivals. The belief in witches, f°r 1 43*‘ 
still exists. A  Reuter telegram from L F ’” ^, jii’ j 
that a poor, old woman has just been f,rlltJttfil|l'1‘.; 
dered in Portimao, because her neighbours » „ P1'.
to her such things as illness, bad crops, o'11'  ̂ r 
the bread did not bake properly. From _ot 1 
of Europe, from time to time, come simil»  ̂ jjti‘ 
Incredible though it may sound in this w it^ 
century, in this matter-of-fact age '
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Is st'H widely believed and practised. •
Jlt was announced at a meeting °  >L _ 

c Society. It occasioned no surprise m 1 
n.CCs’ this consisted entirely of men anc 
'ho spent years in acquiring knowledge o the 
«•of-the-way suneraHtW ^  c ’n’’nknts.

According to Professor Gwynne Jones, bclJif 
'kliciaft is still strong in Cardiganshire ^  

^ttyshire, and along the English-speaking
which had come to his knowledge '^ t h a t  

woman who called on the fanu y ‘ (1 
a 'am for a prescription for a hc\\i ,
l  '“ ltr case was that of a young man w 10 t the 
S ?  miles to consult a witch-doctor though " t t o e  
Qual eG Was actually being attended ~>y 1 wjtcli 
(1 medical man. There are n' ‘ . stjp 
j °rs to be found in Wales, it seems, an 
0 1 certain amount of business, mostly 0 “ and 

consulted a witch-doctor for 
Ind !iVen a h'cce of moleskin to wear oi tj

to suPerstitious beliefs there is PI ^  
in AVales. Small wonder that in sue ^  

a ^Mic Christianity should flourish end.
0( J°nghold of the itinerant evangel'is , • 1 {
j j^ o r ld  crank, should be in that remote part

« «  *£>
« ¿ caM  *>»»• I "  c u r v e s  as
V^tor-cars, we are too apt to g radically

h«rs of a ll the ages,”  and as being
£  foeui and superior to the men and women%

*8ll0r,l.V.Oc' before us."“rant Our ancestors were not all
____  If Plato revisited the earth

be an honoured guest with our wisest men.
< nor barbarian.

^ tesV
'’Hcjt t>'Vould have the same difficulty in finding an
S'%e lian ui London as in Athens. And Shake 
iHled '\0"'d notice, smilingly, that demagogues still 

ars of the groundlings. If Marcus Aure-C ?  tlle ea£ _ a _ . ...o. .
j N ^ d  bimself at Buckingham Palace, there
ncle }' Uothing to disturb his wonted equanimity. 

of nl>ur Henderson may wear a frock-coat in-
««e
A

ally

V,

loga, but the human species has not under- 
Perceptible change.

c*re | '. generations back the Lancashire “  witches ”  
‘Icy tlnS done to dcatli for crimes which neither 
\ y r anyone else could commit. The same sad 
V ' as rePeated at St. Osyth and many other 

AA’e regard witchcraft as nonsense, not be-
?«i, We are congenitally different from our fore-
%ttt ’ )llt simply because we have been brought up 
"•Rs, from them and live in different surround- 
'foble ''L> conditions in remote parts of Wales re- 

e 1 *c general conditions of long ago, and parti- 
sV , . " lains the prevalence of the grosser forms of 

to. ion.
I'l ' Ĉh ] . .‘ ■ w ' ‘muting was once a terrible business.
\  of old women, the most helpless of their

.j'70 hunted out like wild animals, and executed
Hqj !l‘ mockery of a trial. Learned lawyers and
bill; n,dges wrangled over the interpretation of
’'¡tel,' fexts, for the Christian Bible countenanced

a‘l . and men, who otherwise would have dis-
' Witlj l'lc thing as an old wife’s tale, passed the
shfft.r s°titence because of the te x t: “  Thou shalt not

toc. a Witch to live.”
S s  "°w how the world wagged in those far-off 
JyV(.fs foith. The wildest legends found ready be- 
k'Hplj Ju the days of Joan of Arc, for instance, one 
’"Vi] Rtiight was said to have sold his hand to the 

'‘I ](), A- great baron, a Marshal of France, and one 
, '(.‘Oy } s companions in arms, was said to have 
'Vit j y°ung children to his castles, and offered 
Alf, u)0(Hes as sacrifices to the Evil One. Joan her- 

esPite her great services to her country, was

burnt as a sorceress. Undoubtedly, Joan was here­
tical, however pious and saintly. She put her own 
inspiration above that of the priests of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and she aggravated her offence in 
the eyes of her pious murderers by the complete in­
dependence of her replies. Her execution by burn­
ing at the stake produced an enormous impression 
everywhere, an impression which Roman Catholics 
will never efface by a trumpery and belated rehabilita­
tion many centuries later.

Credulity is one of the weaknesses of human nature. 
For all our science and common sense, we are very 
lackadasieal in matters of such consequence. By 
surrendering the control of national education to 
priests, the ordinary citizen has sold the intellectual 
birthright of his children. For the priests carefully 
cultivate the will to believe in their superstition, 
knowing full well that the unfortunate scholar will 
defend with passion what logic has long since aban­
doned so long as it brings peace of mind. In plain 
English, the priests batten on ignorance just as witch­
doctors do, and for precisely the same sordid reasons.

M im n e r m u s .

The Conflict in The Church.

It is now several years ago since Dr. Barnes dis­
covered that he could no longer believe in the literal 
story of the alleged Fall of Man, as narrated in the 
third chapter of Genesis. He had been a clergyman 
of the Church of England for some years, but soon 
after he was appointed Bishop of Birmingham, he 
made the declaration that, viewed in the light of 
modern science the Bible story was purely allegorical, 
and there was demonstrable proof that man had come 
up from the lower animals— in short, that man was 
not a fallen being, as Christians had always con­
tended, but a decidedly rising one. Of course, Dr. 
Barnes was well qualified to make this pronounce­
ment, for he was not only a distinguished scholar, 
but also a Doctor of Science. However, this state­
ment, simple as it appears on the face of it, was like 
a bombshell, thrown among a crowd of believing 
Christians, bishops, priests, and ordinary laymen. 
For a time they did not seem to know where they 
were. But some of the more subtle and logical- 
minded among them soon began to realize that if 
Adam never fell in the Garden of Eden, there was 
no need for Jesus to come four thousand years later, 
and die in order to blot out the sins of unregenerated 
mankind.

In other words it gradually began to dawn upon 
their minds that if what Dr. Barnes said was true, 
the foundation of the Christian scheme of salvation 
was undermined, and the whole fabric of the 
Christian Faith would soon fall to pieces. Conse­
quently there are many bishops and priests in the 
Established Church to-day, who will never forgive 
Dr. Barnes for his bold, but presumably very un­
diplomatic statement. They would not have objected 
to Dr. Barnes himself believing in the doctrine of 
Evolution, but they were certainly very much op­
posed to him making any such declaration from the 
pulpit. So the fat is now in the fire, and cannot he 
got out, and no one can see, with any degree of 
certainty, what will be the ultimate result of the con­
flagration.

Some time after this, Dr. Gore, another Bishop, 
issued his critical examination of the Pentateuch, in 
which he found that the Bible was unscientific, un- 
historical, and in many of its passages, decidedly 
immoral. There was nothing new in this publica­
tion, for Dr. Colenso had made the same discovery 
over sixty years ago, but still Dr. Gore’s work, in
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which he was assisted by other learned prelates, 
thrown with Dr. Barnes’s doctrine of Evolution into 
the seething mass of controversial matter already in 
the religious cauldron was likely to cause a lot of un­
easiness in the minds of ordinary simple-minded 
■ Christians. And Dr. Barnes was not satisfied with 
merely saying that he was a believer in the doctrine 
of Evolution; he took every opportunity of rubbing 
this fact into the minds of his hearers, in sermons in 
Westminster Abbey and elsewhere; so much so that 
ministers and laymen wrote to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury about it, and protested that such state­
ments were very disturbing to their beliefs.

Indeed, the Rev. H. E. Sexton, vicar of All 
Saint’s, Upper Norwood, preaching at St. Margaret’s, 
Westminster, and referring to Dr. Barnes, said that 
“ according to the Bishop of Birmingham there was a 
definite clash between Modernism and Anglo-Catho- 
licism. As a result, the consciences of many of the 
faithful had been wounded, the religious perplexities 
of the man in the street intensified, and the work of 
the parish priest rendered still more difficult. The 
greater part of the Church was shocked and scan­
dalized, that those who accepted prominent positions 
in the Church were permitted to play fast and loose 
with the Christian faith and yet retain their positions 
unrebuked.”

And so the controversy raged fast and furious, 
until the Archbishop was appealed to, and his Lord- 
ship tried to pacify the poor wounded spirits of the 
faithful. But the irrepressible Dr. Barnes came up 
again smiling, and affirmed that he was convinced, 
whatever others might think to the contrary, that 
Modernism would ultimately triumph. It is true he 
had made some very cutting remarks about the be­
liefs of Anglo-Catholies; he had spoken offensively of 
a statue of Mary and Jesus as a "  female and a child,”  
and also had sneered at the idea of converting bread 
and wine "  into the body and blood of Christ,”  as a 
kind of “  religious barbarism ” ; nor was this all, he 
had gone so far as declaring that the alleged miracles 
of Jesus were unnecessary as supports to the 
Christian faith, and had left it possible for Modernists 
to proclaims Jesus as a “  Divine Man,”  and a true 
Spiritual Saviour of Mankind. And now to add to 
the trouble in the Church, several of the Bishops 
have decided to use the revised version of the Prayer 
Book, thus putting themselves in direct antagonism 
with the law, in view of the fact that the House of 
Commons had twice decided against it. This is in­
deed a very bad example to set to the mass of law- 
abiding Christians; for if learned Bishops are allowed 
to disobey the law with impunity when it suits them, 
why should simple-minded Christians be expected on 
all occasions to obey ecclesiastical laws, many of which 
arc just as distasteful to them, as the Old Prayer- 
Book is to some of the Bishops? Nor must we sup­
pose that the conflict in the Church affects only 
Anglo-Catholics and Modernists; it applies with equal 
force to the Ivvangelical Party, which, perhaps, is 
the largest section in the English Church. This 
Party has great reverence for the Bible as a book, and 
although some of its members are prepared to admit 
that it is not divinely inspired in all its parts, con­
sider it the most interesting and marvellous record of 
religious experience gathered together in one book, 
in the world. The Evangelical Party also have 
great love for the Old Prayer Book, and object to its 
revision; they are wedded to the Old Service; and are 
in every sense old-fashioned and conservative. But 
they are not so narrow in their views as the Funda­
mentalists of the Dissenting bodies; and while these 
important controversies are going on in the Church 
they remain quiet or express their grievances in inti­
mate letters to the clergy. They cannot, however,

actices aft

«* *{$sonic w*.

shut their eyes to the fact that ritualistic pra‘ 
becoming more general in the Church; ~'1 
confessional plays an important part in - . .
Churches in the Christian Community. I” I01, ¡„¡r 
fact, the Anglo-Catholic Party in England is ® ^  
a steady but decided movement towards R0111211 
licism.

On the oth er hand th e Modernists are just as 
m a k in g  in th e  direction of Unitarianisnn W  ^
elimination of the miracles of the New

Tests111
ofand the humanizing of the character  ̂ ,, ^

the rendering of Jesus as the “  Son of vî '1
sense that all men are the sons of God, m 
they hope to save the Christian faith fr°in 
destruction. When Dr. Barnes, however, 
that “  Modernism is bound to triumph, 
to us to be a little bit too sangiiine. , . as K 

Religious beliefs do not change so raph ^ sS o! 
imagines. They undergo a very slow H 
change; before Modernism is accepted by the 1 
in the Church, a large number of Evange ^  
to be converted to the New Faith, and a a 1 c yctf 
number of merely nominal Christians who ‘ ^  i' 
little for either party. Freethinkers take ^ tl>1’ 
this controversy; they leave each party to 
matter out for themselves. ;I)e$

But in the meantime, they attack the d<*'  ̂ ,̂00? 
each party and try to win the most reasonah ĵ ti 
them over to our views; recognizing that dlC 
fight will be with Freethought and Roman 
ism— between Rome and Reason in the }!>■ 'wit,Vf< ;lief that Reason will ultimately prevail- 
ton they exclaim : “  Let truth and ^
grapple. Whoever knew truth put to the 
a Free and Open encounter.”

Arthur I5-

Birds of Pray.”
jr fl/

A booklet entlitcd, A Tourist’s Guido 10 [
published by the Mandrake Press, supp^!' aftic'i 
good deal of what Mr. P. Murphy says in h1* jjE 
on “ The Pope’s Green Island.”  If the adth° > tfu!)

tn*
id11’

it
everO’Flaherty, comes anyway near the truth 1 

God’s Green Island, for now more than 
priests are in command, and Christianity -  
to the deeper degradation of a people always r (1̂ :

fill1'cti<li­

able for their liking for gross superstition- -̂ ti1 
to be said that the Irish priests fostered the n fr°vv/ w>uivt uiui kliv. Xlimi J/AAS-OLCV iupiuou —
for Home Rule in order to keep the Pe°' . jn ' 
devoting too much attention to thernsEvlE p r 
critical way. On one or two occasions  ̂ . E
people went contrary to the way laid d°'v11 ̂  jjo# 
Church, and that was cited as a proof that °1! ^ l|1
Rule was settled and out of the way, Ireland 
free itself from the clutch of Rome and 1( )’>

a11

ample to the nations worth the following-
S°mc P.

icasa'î1 4however, worked out the other way. 
are made to be exploited, and the Irish Vc • 
developed an ideal which ends in a vision 0̂  ;l 
being a priest, and himself a gombeen man sp 
cessful politician; three ultimate factors W1 
disaster to any nation embracing them. r tiid1' ,!• 

One gets an idea, from the Tourist’s '
how this trinity of evil keep Ireland in
Ages.

the
Most of the Irish priests arc Peasa-qiiii, lj  

The Irish peasant aims at moving up from 41 .
land to dispensing poteen to his mental!.'  ̂ ft'j 
neighbours, and from that height his amh'j1 > pfi‘" | 
in the direction of politics for himself and 4 'T,,-4'1*, 
hood for at least one of his sons. The fath1-4  ̂
then sees to the spiritual submission of the 
dupes, and the father in the flesh sees to the ct 
ing of their earthly goods. The combinat101
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mn:

. Parasites arc always so; their ^  goodly
f  lenRth of seeing that there is a^ja Y the
>'V of hosts, for the limitation of.
j" against the Holy Spirit in Catholic «it two -* AtWo q£ ? 1 ,1  Viunuuv --------.

■s Se, lnY r̂*sh acquaintances have had their 
the n„^Ctct̂  l°r them by a celibate priest, and

one or two into occasions when I was m-
2 Cd int0 a Catholic Guild function, we had a priest 
/' an Irish brogue hounding the young e ow

room with, “  Out of here wid ye. G *  
v̂ lf among the girls.”  Breeding them is a sure 
J ° { ^ling the ranks than appealing to the cn 1

^  reason.

’" I t ?.riests’ Part in the tragedy is not merely see-
too „ItUc sPiritual submission of the peasa >

of his sire in him not to covet some: of die
V ? “ reward of the partnership, so we f
^  a finger in every pie that promises goodert
1K ae tourist is therefore advised to g 

L . he etit

*h'on'OUs questioning which of the boarding ous 
% ^  are under the priests’ patronage and take: up

in it. A  dollar or two subscribed taB u y
or other out of P u rg a to ry - th p n «  
a few such finds on hand an tec_

\  joad that the Englishman is under I
I... his

Tl:

Cl'tcrs the Isle of Saints. He must find out

"art,
Mii* <*

reverence, and the lesser parasites are
Hcli Tu‘ This is a sorry picture of a country 
ird ®ve Christianity to us; perhaps it is the re- 

‘ ^  approp
, wha- .The hriests

,Qe4.

;tr-Ion(;, appropriate for that service, but is it not
S h  ' The priests of the Roman Catholic 

hr â ;e. -en a soiled fraternity during the whole
1 W Stencc, a" (l what the author of the Tour- 
1 be tr \ of them in that distressful country 
? haw. Y.sa’d of them, with additions, whereverV *̂V0 _ --
\ aKen up their abode.

*4e a Peas:,;fChUrMSant Priests of Ireland are the small fry of 
They have an easy task in fastening'Hü

'"rei
Hh

tbo crec<l °P ignorant country people; 
I talje ls injected just as soon as they can sit up
S

&
notice, and as long as they remain at home 
not one chance in a million of knowing 
! question even the crudest of dogmas. But

,;t mU ls different, and there another class of priests
Cardinal New-

V ' Cj]
« V j *  °f the Church’s defence.
'blit in 1845, said, “  It is melancholy to say 
Has 'e chief, perhaps the only English writer, 
'lias a"Y claim to be considered an ecclesiastical 

*s the infidel Gibbon.” Bluntly, that'Cj-nloi,

G- . lobon was capable of speaking the truth.
% g  o’? am°ng the Church’s historians the Eree-

*j> in.’ “Peaking of the establishment of a Catlio- 
'i'stofj’ 'le Wrote, “  Nothing could be better than 

review. But who would bear it ? Unless
I-'ati, *?. one’s facts, one would be thought a

“ v., °lie, "
-

&
\ Jan

n

which is a plain enough confession 
lying is a necessary qualification for the 
°man Catholic history.

exPect anything from an ethic of that sort.
■ If' Ch/'lan£ nil the famous frauds of the Fathers 
i ]')Ĉ  : the letters of Jesus Christ and Pilate; 
(1 Ain,, Ccretals and the Donation of Constantine; 

i;r,11g Legion, a sort of heavenly host ofA ”
Hit „ v,1gel type who assisted Marcus Aureliuste

fill) ro b â  î)arb£
ït;'3S  SL hnr in all

aarians. Eusebius, described as the
, ........... .. nistory, had something to do

' 1 here was also the Sibylline verses where- 
br°Phecies of the career of Jesus Christ were 

;i Ton,]° I'nvc been discovered; and all the rest of 
:,]t(>isio n'ld miracle in the Church’s story down to 
\ the r .( 'Pg of history in Father Benson’s novels 
¡•''l Jjj^tl'Gic Truth Society, for as Fr. Barry, the 

' °riau admits: “ To manipulate ancient 
^  ° edit history in one’s own favour, did not 

'"ual if the end in view were otherwise just

and good,”  the justice and goodness in the matter 
being of the Catholic brand.

The Romish priests are exploiting with Barnum- 
like acuteness the anniversary of their emancipation 
by spreading it over many days. Emancipated, in 
any decent sense of the term, no Catholic can be, for 
he is tethered hand and foot to authority, authority 
which is not the authority of truth, and his bondage 
is just as restrictive as of old. His aspirations also are 
as of old; sinister and a threat to the liberty of every 
human being with a mind of his own. Mr. G. G. 
Coulton, in his pamphlet on The Death Penalty jor 
Heresy, has shown that so far from being satisfied 
with worshipping their god without interference, they 
assert the right to inflict death on any heretic. The 
claim is not shouted abroad to the heavens, naturally, 
it is kept for the private confabs and the little-circu­
lated books of the papal protagonists. But the most 
reverend Father Alexis Lepicier, a prominent pro­
fessor of theology in Pope Urban’s College, lias no 
scruple in punishing the heretic. He published a 
book in 1910, asserting that it had been the Church’s 
policy throughout its history and still was: “ for see­
ing that he is found dangerous to the community, and 
a corrupter of its good, it is laudable and wholesome 
that he should be killed for the preservation of the 
common good, for, as St. Paul saith also (1 Cor. v. 6) 
a little leaven corrupteth the whole paste.”  It is the 
doctrine of salvation by faith in practice. And for 
those who think that the Church merely handed over 
the unfortunate infidel to the secular power, Leeicier 
says that -is incorrect; “ for, though this was often 
done, yet sometimes the Church has even compelled 
the secular judge by excommunication, to perform 
this duty.”  And this priest had the approval of the 
Pope.

But, nevertheless, they arc stricken. The steady, 
and in the last fifty years, rapid growth of knowledge 
in all its branches, hastens the decay of superstition. 
The scientific atmosphere smothers the idea of the 
supernatural and annihilates the gods by showing 
how they were born. As the science of history 
devclopes and sets down more accurate records of re­
ligions, so mankind shifts nearer to the truth of 
things and the adoration due to the deity gets devoted 
to human beings. A  parson in the Daily News was 
lamenting the growth of Malthusian ideas as tending 
to give the Roman Catholic an advantage by the sheer 
force of child production. It is a parson’s outlook ! 
Whether Roman Catholic or any other variety, they 
prefer quantity to quality; they would rather have a 
bunch of ignorant peasants in their church than a few 
intelligent men. But intellectual men can wield a 
force greater than that contained within the ignorant 
many; the factors making for freedom, wherever you 
look in the world’s history, were, and are, based on 
ideas in the minds of intelligent men and against 
that force a few more millions of illiterate Spaniards 
or Irishmen counts for nothing.

_____________H. B. Dodds.
Systematic thinking is apparently a comparatively 

late development in human experience; it lias not played 
any great part in human life until within the last 3,000 
years. And even to-day those who really control and 
order their thoughts arc but a small minority of man- 
hind. Most of the world still lives by imagination and 
passion.— II, G. Wells.

We have too long 
Obeyed their orders, bow’d to their caprices—
Sweated for them the wearying summer’s day,
Wasted for them the wages of our to il;
Fought for them, conquered for them, bled for them, 
Still to be trampled on, and still despised!
Shall we sit tamely down beneath these evils ?
The mighty multitude shall trample down 
The handful that oppress them.
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T h e W isdom  of M axim  Gorki.

“ T wenty-Six  Men and a Girl ,”  a n d  

“  T he Man W ho Was A fraid.”

In an introduction to the first of the two novels men­
tioned, Edward Garnett compresses a masterly criticism 
of Gorki in a few wordse. The copy we have before us 
is from Duckworth’s Greenback Library, and dated 1902, 
and about that time our author was the fashion in 
Russia. Garnett writes : ”  The admirable story here 
printed, is a good illustration of the fact that the art 
that analyses human nature is immeasurably superior to 
the art which falsifies human nature to suit a moral pur­
pose . . .”  An author may have many aims— in riiany 
cases the chief one is bread and cheese or its equivalent. 
It may be fame, or, in a few isolated cases, an intense 
love of one’s fellow-men. Looking at the whole of 
Gorki’s works, the present writer’s opinion is that Gorki 
knew and felt the fearful truth in the aphorism of 
Nietzsche that “  life and injustice are one.”  In the 
palmy days of Czardom, Russia was an empire reared on 
slave m orality; it had not the redeeming features of 
ancient Greece or Rome, and, moreover, Gorki had not 
come into the world to comply with it. There is the 
initial handicap on entering life, that those born have no 
choice in the matter. If it were otherwise, it would be a 
different world entirely, but Gorki saw the squalor and 
wretchedness of the very foundations of society, and, in 
spite of the fact that it is more difficult to do good than 
evil, his writings, in our opinion, are a titanic effort to 
make an adjustment. In the words of Goethe, “  If God 
is what he is said to be, then the world is what he would 
have it be.”  A ll reformers, therefore, to speak cynic­
ally, are attempting to improve perfection. But one 
has only to have horse-sense to turn down such an atti­
tude with disgust. Later on, we shall indicate where 
Gorki attains the mastery of life, and, last triumph of 
all, refuses to allow the world to make an impression on 
him.

Returning again to Garnett, this writer states that 
“  In Gorki we find no circulating library ‘ aristocratic ’ 
emotions to admire, and no up-to-date Puritanic erotic­
ism to smile at.”  l ie  does not deal in the shadows of 
romance, and therefore does not lead to false paths in 
creating a false world as a temporary relief from the one 
in which he was living. He is as antithetic towards 
sugary romance, as our own Fielding was towards 
Richardson.

The story of “  Twenty-Six Men and a Girl ”  is short, 
but powerful. Into the drab and monotonous life of 
twenty-six men working in an underground bake-house 
comes a young girl, beautiful and affectionate. Her 
name is Tanya, and the grotesque Ferdinands of the 
cellar chops wood for her, but without the happy ending 
in the “  Tempest.”  Her coming is described by Gorki :
“  She flashed on our eyes like a star falling from the 
sky, and vanished; and maybe because she was little and 
very beautiful, and everything beautiful calls forth re­
spect, even in coarse people.”  The denouement of the 
story is sad and painful— just one of those smudgy 
finishes to an idyll that is true to life, and recognized 
by Burns in two lines : —

“  The best laid schemes o ’ mice and men 
Gang aft a-gley.”

In the same volume is included a story entitled 
“  Tchelkash.”  This was written about 1895, and the 
pictures in grey and silver of a „smuggler and a Russian 
peasant are memorable. The smuggler “  Tchelkash ”  is 
a hard, sinewy type of man, devoid of fear, and knowing 
little of the softer side of life, but in spite of this, Gorki 
succeeds in locating a spark of good in the ruffiam He 
has exploited Gavrilo the peasant on a night’s smuggling 
and, after a fight, hands over to him the whole of the 
proceeds— the peasant has “  land hunger,”  and again 
the Cyrano de Bergerac element enters into the reckless­
ness of the smugglers, who despise the covetousness and 
rapacity of the peasant.

“ My Fellow-Traveller,”  together with “ On a R aft,”  I 
complete the book. The former is a peculiar story of a 
wandering by Gorki with a Georgian prince. There is

continually |l0shrewd sense in the narrative, and it rauu»-- 'njjc' 
the reader of one of Blake’s Proverbs of Hel • „ for
has suffered you to impose on him know J ^  rcailsand as one 

charac
stage; the prince is a mean creature, finally 1

Gorki, the journey was an'experience, — 
it is like watching an objectionable charac c

on 
lisapf

tlit
neat*

at the journey’s end, and the story concludes • ^
“  He taught me much than one does nor oj

thick volumes of wise philosopher, for the ' | jne»- 
lifc is always deeper and wider than the w'i’<1<’,,,1.1irol " r 
If this story is true, Gorki’s forbearance and tilt
wonderful and praiseworthy;
biggest lesson in his life whereby he was

it may have ^
the ga

“ On a Raft ”  is slight, and deals with anc 
folk-customs, where the father of

jent R";
ssiao

the bridegro0®,^

strokes fill in the landscape, and it is tragedy a,u
sidered he had rights over his daughter-m--la"'-

co»'
lito»'1

•o^

playing battledore and shuttlecock.
Foma Gordydefj would be written in abo"*- >» 

1901. The story has the same intensity of < c‘ ^ tb’ 
portraying the characters in action and reaction^ ^in­
former books, but in this particular one there,are ,s5 
tude of persons, some described with a mnui ^  ^c#i 
detail, and others sketched in sufficiently to lU‘l (VC:i'L 
all alive. Foma Gordyeeff was the son of â  ^  U!
merchant, and his second wife, the daughter c nich!,;
Cossack. She is mentioned as Natalya
Morose and silent, she dies after bearing SOU'

f tl>p ^£-iand the story from that point is an account 01 
him— or, as the title has it— The Man Who ^  !i" 

Forma undoubtedly inherits characteristics a, !»' 
mother that are destined to go with him all ^^^1, ^ 
life. He has, like every mother’s son and daUfi^  tl:-1 
handicap of determinism. And it is this inhc'1

,ucc‘

Gorki makes the pivot of his story. ¿
,ttiv

1

I
world to comply with it. There is a continua*^ fi

SyiBP“' it
evoked for Foma as the story is unfolded, a ^____  _________ ____ ______ folded,
loaded with the profound wisdom from *l>e tkc 
whom, it will be remembered, did not conic

»1
1 f  nCproceeding, and lie seems to belong to that * o>

aIld J  <#possible world where no one commands,
obeys. There is a hard saying in the Bha£a' ‘ jof tk 
that “ the wise grieve neither for the living 110 jj js°i 
dead ” ; this may be taken with a grain of sal 
the same level as loving ones enemies; and aP jt,  ̂
the words and the practice of those who Pr<J.̂  l'l'jlj 
would be interesting to see in society the resin  ̂ ()c»
has seen from his father’s steamer, the body-----------, . (in-
man floating in the river; the body is known 1  ̂ 3v<
the steamer as a "  guest, and it
trouble, inquest, and examination. This mak̂ ®

is shoved aWay ,lfl

pression on Foma, who questions his father
the course of the dialogue her father says to F°1,a li° 
my dear, is so arranged that death is somef"^c 
day for one, sometimes it is a blessing for all- -)£»*' 

At a later time, when liis father is dead, 
an old school-friend, Yozhov, who earns h's. iri', 
writing for newspapers. Foma has almost )1(l 
his wealth, and has lost his way in the me1' ' a  N, 
and he appeals frantically to his friend in y0’1. ; t;l
tell me what one should do in order to live ca 
is, in order to be satisfied with one’s self? ’ ’ 
plies : You must always be in love with solllCqfetd'1̂ 
attainable to you. A man grows in height by  ̂ jji'1 
himself upwards.”  Browning in “ C leon”

“  W hy stay we on the earth unless to . ^ 1  ta^r 
But growing is hard work; it is the indivi’ , 

stock of himself— and making improvement* , g^  jjttl*
line of action is to advise others 
comfort and solace from his friend 
reached the state of madness.

Jand Foma der
who l>aS

, a*!r-OinC fll1
Into the intimate thoughts of Gorki we ^ 

period when Foma is aboard a steamer lost m ||
thoughts are as true to-day as they were when ^  / 

“ Through fog and uncertainty, su rround1’ 11 j 
sides by gloom impenetrable to the age, lifc gfic' 
somewhere slowly and heavily. And men ^  
over the sins, they sigh heartily, and then ■
warm ]>lace, and asking each other for ola d‘‘ ,
possessing tlie place, they also receive blows j, fc 
who strive for order in life. They timidly se‘ 
free road toward the goal,”
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Po

enemieS- f̂ . ally  vanquished by his many merchant 
Kith his i, |,ls Put under restraint, and finishes his life 
¡ng of „ .'sister. The story concludes with a recount- 
half-witt'i JCerS at him as Pc roams about the streets 
noblest st « Dcl a. wreck. It is sad, it is tragic, yet the 
as j,e .u f o1' life comes from the source. And Gorki, 
touehes tlipf tl!e mastery over his art, in this book, 
the Sub' le Ulll̂ amental side of existence that has been 
ages, jj of t,le greatest dramatists and writers of all 
<lares ?'V succeeds may be seen by the reader who 

want to be entertained, and can 
’"ation ofen,°Ugh energy to go with Gorki for an exam- 
0or<lyceff ? arac êr and destiny in the figure of Foma 
suit a uj ’ , G°rki has not falsified human nature to 

oral purpose. W ii.i.iam R epton.

Acid Drops.
Affi

ttety W 11 Ponan Doyle thinks that in the future 
"'t \vhQC ieclu*PPed police station will have a clairvoy- 
d° not ,'Vlu provide clues for the police to work on. We 
v°yants ll0w tllat there is anything to prevent clair- 
*>3Ve (0 ,an<t others to detect criminals now. A ll they 
*0rtunat' ° t ,̂c Potiee what they know— the un-
N h t£ « jn g  is they never appear to have anything

1 l ê telHnr

S ‘ P’Togue to a miracle play, performed in Canter- 
\  dral, one of the characters represented God.-e jj , --j vyJJlv_ cuv- Viiuit*vvv»u *

115 Express correspondent felt “ profound awe,”
 ̂W0ui j1 t3e expected. If it had happened in a theatre 

'̂ al 0j u have raised a cry about sacrilege. It makes a 
'•herc ,.( Terence what paper you are writing for, and 
K v *  Perferinance takes place. The correspondent 
1 CiUim never before has such a thing occurred in 
- X u‘ ,aL Not perhaps in a cathedral, but if this 
l||e (iej|ln will look up the subject, he will discover that 
’'ifaclg “i °^cn appeared on the stage in the early 
Vijrjjt ays- hut that was in the days when God was 
"'tclii as a uran, which is the only intelligible and 
1,1,11 np11*' Way t° think of. Now lie is thought of as a 
"tysterjl'1118 that makes a man. Which same is a

°[ the T Waili«g Wall ”  of Jerusalem— the western wall 
S 8 ,.einple of Jerusalem— has again been the scene of 
'Us j lsorderly conduct. Arab fanatics in large num- 

VTaded the wall, burning a cupboard used for 
v t>o0jieWlsh prayer-books, and damaging a number of 
; tot s' This serves to remind one that intolerance 
’M t[,a, Vlrtue of which Christians have a monopoly; 
V  the good old pious practice of persuading the

°vv °f the error of his religious ways by makin 
''kgpj. as objectionable to him as possible, is in no 
,J Jews° ‘tying out. The latest news is that a number 
;'M0no aild Arabs have been killed, one Englishman, 
%  “ merican also killed. Yet there are still people 
¡■ fid ess to be scared by the thought of what the 
('#0n i'f°’dd be like without any religion! Without re- 

. Arabs and Jews might get on together quite
"Dtably.

'' th
Padre,”  of the Methodist Times, assures his 

grid’s . t hostile criticism of the Churches is the 
, 1 tl°H-t.]1 ribute to Christ’s own standards. He adds that :
. U (k] Ulch'goers usually possess a strong scent for 
I 'ks plllflucncies of Churcli-folk, and this, after all, 
{ N .„ '° ln their sense of what befits the followers of 

' The P adre”  is a trifle out in his reckoning. 
¡ V „ Pe°ple clai| uC(1 ciaim that they are vastly better men and 
vkirJUs ban non-church-goers, and that it is their re-
A ,s tr- ■ • v„ o w  ;,u>ing and exercises which make them superior.
Ut lt;k-goers, however, discover from experience

P10us friends are not better and in some re 
(|&rse ‘ 'k-, intolerance and narrow-mindedness— are 
I hostile criticism arises from the fact that the 
S  of the pious are seen to be unjustified. Our 

^PTnation m; ly suit his readers, but we doubt 
ike intelligent non-church-goer will find it con-

vincing. In any case, to admit that the Churches as in­
stitutions, and also their adherents, fail and have failed 
to act according to Christ’s teaching is hardly a testi­
mony to the all-conquering power of Jesus.

A contributor in a weekly journal thinks people should 
keep a watch on their moods, and not go about spreading 
depression. Men and women who do this, we learn, 
deserve to be locked up ; they are a positive danger to 
their fellows. We sympathise with this contributor. 
The doleful lamentations and prophecies concerning Sun­
day school decline, lack of church patronage, in­
difference to spiritual matters, and desecration of the 
.Sabbath, which continuously flow from parsons and par­
sonic scribes, can hardly be deemed anything but 
depressing. There’s one thing we can say. The Free­
thinker does not spread depression. It optimistically 
affirms that the world is getting better ; that mankind is 
forsaking— gradually maybe— its ancient stupidity of 
being guided by magic superstition, “ -sacred ”  books, 
heavenly inspiration, and priests; and that the number 
of people willing to accept Reason as a guide is increas­
ing. No one could rightly say that wc deserve to be 
locked up for disseminating pessimism !

Mr. F. J. Chamberlain, the new Y.M .C.A. Secretary, 
is rather depressed that the new generation is so taken 
up with secular interests as to neglect “  spiritual ideals.”  
Nevertheless, he spots a silver lining among the dark 
clouds. This is that the Y.M .C.A. methods are finding a 
response from the on-coming generation, and that this 
“  proves beyond dispute that the Christian view of life 
is capable of drawing the attention of and fascinating 
youth.”  This pious gent is unduly optimistic. The 
majority of young people patronize the Association’s 
rooms for its secular amusements. Only a small per­
centage of its patrons are attracted by its religious side. 
Moreover, if some philanthropists would organize and 
equip, on a national scale, club-rooms catering for 
youth’s needs, and open seven day a.week, the Y.M .C.A. 
would soon record a serious shrinkage in number of 
patrons. Still, wc presume the yarn about Y.M .C.A. re­
ligions attracting and fascinating youth, serves the use­
ful purpose of conjuring cash from the pockets of pious 
old ladies of both sexes.

The following is culled from the editorial columns of 
the New Chronicle, a Sunday school weekly :—

Holidays are in truth the opportunity of taking “ long 
views.” They were never more needed by Christian 
people than now. Youth, as always, is in healthy fer­
ment. Church and Sunday school are confronted with 
challenges which spring from the increasing speed at 
which the secular progress of the world advances. Edu­
cation, the supreme ally of religion, is on the point of an 
immense and eagerly anticipated transformation. 
Science is becoming, in an unprecendented way, a wit­
ness to the spiritual nature of reality.

This sounds as if the pious editor is trying to cheer 
himself up a bit of auto-suggestion. Youth is revolting 
against traditional Christian teaching and practice. 
Churches and Sunday schools are getting emptier. Sun­
day is everywhere used as a holiday. Education has 
forced the Churches and Sunday schools to revise their 
teaching and methods of instruction. But, brethren, if 
we only take “  long-views,”  the situation is not really 
so bad it seems, and everything will come right in 
the en d!

The Vicar of Christ Church, Chadderton, I.ancs., says 
there is a peculiar disease that is afflicting Christians, 
l ie  calls it “ Morbid Sabbatieus,”  and describes its 
symptom as follows :—

The attack comes on suddenly every Sunday. No 
symptoms are felt on Saturday night, the patient sleeps 
well, eats a hearty breakfast, but about church time the 
attack comes on, and continues till services are over for 
the morning.

Then the. patient feels easy, and eats a hearty dinner. 
In the afternoon he feels much better, and is able to take 
a walk, and talk about cricket or politics, but about
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church time he gets another attack, and stays at home. 
He retires early (sometimes), sleeps well, and wakes up 
on Monday morning refreshed and able to go to work, 
and does not have any symptoms of the disease until 
the next Sunday.

The peculiar features of the disease are : —
It always attacks professing church people.
It never makes its appearance except on Sundays.
The symptoms vary, but it never interferes with the 

sleep and appetite.
It never lasts more than twenty-four hours.
No physician is ever called in.
It is becoming painfully prevalent, and is alarmingly 

infectious : make no friends of the infected.
No remedy is known for it, except prayer.
Unless checked it always proves fatal in the end— 

to the soul.
All that need be added is that the disease is on the in­
crease, and it is quite incurable.

The Air Minister told the Lord’s Day Observance 
Society, in reply to a protest against the Schneider Cup 
Race being held on a Sunday, that the A ir Ministry was 
not responsible for the contest nor for the rules govern­
ing it. Nothing daunted, the gallant Secretary of the 
Lord’s Dayers has again appealed to the Minister to ex­
ert his po.werful influence against these Sunday races, 
“  especially in view of the fact that British machines are 
taking part at the expense of the National Exchequer.”  
The Lord, and the Lord’s Dayers, alone know why this 
latter fact should be sufficient reason for the Air Mini­
ster to endeavour to suppress Sunday air races. What 
may safely be presumed is that the pious Society would 
never have thought of protesting against the aforesaid 
expense if the race was to be held on a week-day. But 
perhaps, after all, what the .Sabbatarian fanatics intended 
to convey to the Air Minister was that, if he refused to 
obey their orders and did nothing to suppress Sunday 
air facing, an adverse church and chapel-vote would be 
organized at the next election. We hope dear Jesus ap­
proves of the methods and tactics by which his beloved 
followers achieve their godly ends.

Mr. J. B. K. Bradford informs the readers of a daily 
paper, that by sound scientific reasoning Sir Oliver 
Lodge has convinced thousands of the reality of a future 
life. We may suggest that sound scientific reasoning 
would leave very few people unconvinced. We should 
much like to know how many people have been con­
verted by Sir Oliver Lodge who had not a previous be­
lief, or who were not actually looking for it ?

A  notorious rum-runner, the “  Gulf Stream rum- 
pirate,”  has just been hanged at Elorida. He was found 
guilty of several murders. It may cheer up those who 
place so much value upon the comforting power of re­
ligion to know that he turned very religious in prison, 
and played the part of evangelist to the other prisoners. 
He died calmly proclaiming his lack of malice to all. 
We expect that he has pardoned the men he killed, and 
hopes to meet them in heaven— that is, if they repented 
in time. If they did not, he may think of them in hell, 
and how much more astute he was.

The Carlton Urban Council has decided to arrange for 
Children’s games on Sunday. The local Free Churches 
have protested against this on the grounds that it will 
disturb Sunday quietness. Church bells and Salvation 
Army bands will not disturb Sunday games, but 
children’s games will. We wonder how long the country 
will be troubled with those people who would sooner see 
children grow up dirty and criminal than healthy and 
happy ?

The following piece, from a daily newspaper, is a 
gallant soldier’s best effort in defence of the brutal sport 
of stag-hunting :—

We know the people like i t ; we believe the horses like

it ; and the hounds like it ; and we do not know
that the

quarry objects to it. .
Hunting may be productive of all the noble virtues, M 
•apparently it doesn’t encourage intelligence. There ar S t i l l  many persons in this nineteenth century Bugl*»11 
who have yet to be civilized.

As an explanation to account for the decline "j^^r 
day school attendance, a parson says that many  ̂
scholars, now parents, are not interested. In ‘(.Q" 
age home of former days, he adds, it used to be  ̂  ̂
Now it is “ please yourself.”  That is very sad- £ 
much advertised revival of religion is just on the » 
of eruption, but seemingly it will have to manage .f 
out any aid from former Sunday school scholars or 
children. .Still, Mr. James Douglas is a host in bun

f rjersô
Apropos of the announcement of the names oi j  ̂ a 

appointed to the Royal Commission on Lice11 si 
Sunday school weekly, which favours total aks ja)jCe(l 
thinks the Committee “  should prove a well-ba & 
one.”  Knowing our contemporary’s leaning, " ’e e 
presume that “  well-balanced ”  means that the 
is on the side of as many pin-pricking restrict!0 ^ 
possible. And this is, of course, as it should be, 1 t. 
eyes of people to whom the real meaning of “ tc 
ance ”  is unintelligible.

pie
A writer in a pious weekly explains that young Pe re 

nowadays attend a church or join it because they ^ 
brought up there, or because they like the service
the preacher, or because the social life of the c ,|C

rrett 
‘  ,le»attracts them. As an explanation these reg 

facts, we humbly suggest that the young l,̂ °|v)Ui 
natural religious instinct has not been nourished 
the proper religious manure. There seems no other . 
to account for the fact that it has failed to blossom '
“  love of Jesus.”

•t to
Christian Missionary Societies arc hard put to ’ 1 ,y 

justify the enormous expenditure, and the ridiem (j 
inadequate results of their propaganda in Chino■ ‘ lS 
Japan. It is calculated that there are 15,000 Chris . 
in Japan after a century or more of Christian c 
The 15,000 includes immigrants, and it is said to u * a 
sent “ a continuous increase.”  If so the increase 1 
be remarkable for its leisured stride. The Japan /  ‘ ^e 
User (Tokyo) says, that at this rate of speed it wb' 
Christianity another 10,000 years to make any imprC-‘'̂ |(, 
on Japan. The Americans are subscribing consider^ 
funds still for this wild-goose purpose. The only e'0l,̂ J( 
lation for Christians seems to be the Literary ..p 
claim, that there arc few Christians, but a lot of CIj ^  
ianity in Japan. Less than half of one per cent 01 ,,
Japanese has accepted the Christian profession, but 
look at the immense growth in Japanese battlesl' 
guns, and fighting forces 1 Evidences of Christm'1 
presumably 1

There is another explanation of the persistent e 
these missions. There may be no converts, but t ^ 
will always be missionaries. The Student VoUl>l ■ . 
Bulletin, an American Missionary Journal, says there.?, 
a continual increase year after year in American ^ 
sionary enterprise. More money than ever is being •
scribed, and, continues the Bulletin

YetOutgoing missionaries last year numbered 667. . ().
must be remembered that even these 667 new mif8* ¡tl
aries who did sail in 1928 are not enough to n'al1' ¡j.
missionary personnel abroad at the present totals. j.
servative estimates state that at least 1,500 new ntis.
aries are needed annually to make good the inev) 1 ^
losses, due to retirement, ill-health, and other caused .’ Himthe total Protestant mission forces of about 30,000 ̂  |
sionaries. In the past, North America has furn* .. 
over four-sevenths of that total. This means tn®.fro111least 850 new missionaries will be needed each yem 
North America if our boards are to maintain jC( 
present missionary forces. However, the average 
the past three years has been 28 per cent below tbe 
quired replacement number.
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National Secular Society

fe|?aIl̂ Un̂ 9 l̂e National Secular Society are now 
to bey p°ntro^ed by Trust Deed, and those who wish 
withtne tIle Society by gift or bequest may do so 
*31 ,̂ 0IriPlete confidence that any money so received 

e properly administered and expended.

any e ^bow ing form of bequest is sufficient for 
le v’b° desires to benefit the Society by w i l l : —  
i hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particu- 

Tr? ĉSacy), free of all death duties, to the 
an 1S CfeS < National Secular Society for all or
g J. 0 the purposes of the Trust Deed of the said 
ofC.fy>  and I direct that a receipt signed by two 
flis l'6 trustees °f the said Society shall be a good 
 ̂ e arge to my executors for the said legacy.

its ad ."!forniation concerning the Trust Deed and 
m'nistration may be had on application.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Tu,lOsp ot.
o ^BSCRIBERS w h o  r e c e iv e  t h e ir  c o p y  o f  t h e  

T h in k e r  ”  in a GREEN W RAPPER w iu . ple a seI IN VjrXKrvrViN vvivni I XVXV vvn.n
Tĥ v T riUT A RENEWAL ok  t h e ir  s u b s c r ip t io n  i s  d u e . 
C(W ALSO OBLIGE, IP THEY DO NOT WANT US TO

SENDING THE TAPER, BY NOTIFYING US TO THAT

I)
(Transvaal).—Sorry that the subject of con- 

to j ,r.sy is now far away that readers would not be able 
livin' °W •vour rePb'- That is one of the disadvantages of 
bain a distance. Regret very much to hear of the ill-
h J  ' ’

better ;
i1. }̂> *Ghing else matters very much. 
sid('r 'vriNSON (U.S.A.).—Pleased to know that you con- 
in die Freethinker the best expression of Freethought 
■ tfle lane

[>;ir, experienced l>v your wife and yourself. Hope to 
an,] ,,K'}}er uews when next you write. Given good health,

-guage. Al! we can say, we try our best to make
for ^ ’s written by those who do their own thinking

A. 1 0Se who think for themselves.J- Ar.----iiSs 'Tuie.—The damnation of unbaptized infants was
tri,. rl:ed by Augustine. We are not aware that this doctrine
aith " ns ever adopted in so many words by Spurgeon, 
«sc otl8h it may have been so. Spurgeon believed that 
1'Ut irom dell had nothing to do with personal merit, 
Iw .'1'1*' however bad one might be, repentance the mo­

ll. q before death would land one in heaven.
J. c Ĵ ViN and A.H.M.—Received. Thanks.

¡5 ' H'Ckay.—Mr. Chapman Cohen has booked December 
Oilier d'ehruary 16 for Glasgow. Subjects later. 

jrIItNKp,R Endowment Trust.—Hugh Close, ms.
f, -j, JB,"-Sorry we cannot supply the information requested.

Berry.— We have not received a copy of the 
t0 Vl H it comes to hand, and is likely to be interesting 

S, q,"111 readers, it will receive notice.
°aipson,—We do not agree with you. St. Augustine 

his feady an able man, hut with cranky views. Hence 
A.jj Christianity.

G ''th ere is edition of Leopardi’s Essays published by
C ^ d g , & Co., at as.

«Ut;
Gt;

, Pia,

subscribers please not that we have discontinued 
îng that subscriptions to this paper by means of a

O ' -OT
wrapper. A printed notice will be inserted in its

ini' Cmu.—Newsagents are supplied with this paper
tf.],Ul'y tlirough the wholesalers. We have no means of 
9r "'8 how many copiesxgo to particular towns. All we 
,,I( certain of is that we should like more to go—and still

\  : r
ret freethinker ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
re/,r"- Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

d’ this office.
¡¡lyQtioiial Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon 

1'he London, E.C-4.
$ t r i V̂ ar Society’ Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon 

tt’),ê cC London, E.C.4.
nê . i,,e services of the National Secular Society in con- 
a, x°n with Secular Burial Services are required, all com- 
p ’!,,:ations should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 

Orjc '■  Rosetti, giving as long notice as possible.
! tor literature should be sent to the Business Manager

of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4, 
and not to the Editor.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
"  7’he Pioneer Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Clcrkenwell Branch."

Lecture notices must reach 6r Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they 7vill not be 
inserted.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
attention.

Letters for the Editor of the "  Freethinker"  should be 
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

The "  Freethinker "  will be foiwarded direct from the pub­
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad)
One year, 15I-; half year, qfb; three months, 3/9.

Sugar Plums.

We have several times called attention to the powers 
assumed by both the police and magistrates in connexion 
with public meetings, but we are now so Germanized 
by officials, that no one seems to question an order so 
long as it is given by some one in uniform. At some of 
the places visited by Freethought speakers for deliver­
ing open-air addresses, it is customary for a policeman 
to approach them and ask if they have a permit from 
the chief of police to hold the meeting, and if they have 
not, to order the meeting to disperse. Now the police 
have no power whatever to issue such permits. We are 
going that way, but the right of public meeting in Eng­
land has not yet reached the point of being at the good­
will of a policeman. The police have the power to sum­
mons anyone for causing an obstruction for inciting to a 
breach of the peace, or causing annoyance. But they 
have no other power. The public streets are open to 
public meetings, provided the conditions named do not 
arise. As an act of courtesy, one may ask the police 
whether a meeting may be held at a particular spot, and 
as an act of courtesy, the information may be given. 
But that is no more than the courtesy of a citizen will­
ing to help an official in the discharge of his duty. En­
closed spaces under charge of a public body come under 
different considerations.

The other morning we took the trouble to listen to one 
of the early religious services, and anything more intel­
lectually contemptible it would be impossible to con­
ceive. From beginning to end the prayers were com­
posed of grovel and cadge. “ O Lord, vve arc poor and 
ineffective,”  “  Oh Lord, give us this or that, but give us 
plenty of what we want.”  It is difficult to realize self- 
respecting men and women grovelling in this manner, 
any God who had the instincts of a man would feel in­
clined to blast such followers off the earth. One has 
to be bred to this religion of grovel and gabble to get 
attached to it. Even the intonation of the ordinary re­
ligious service is enough to make one squirm.

The Literary Guide notes our comments on the ques­
tion of the .Secular Society, Limited and the trial of 
G. W. Foote for Blasphemy, as though it is anxious that, 
in view of what we said, the credit due to Mr. Foote 
should not be minimized. That caused us to smile. We 
expressly objected that the account given in the History 
of Frecthought in the Nineteenth Century, of the Secu­
lar Society, Limited as inadequate, and that justice was 
not done to the importance of the work done by Mr. 
Foote, and to the historic nature of his trial before Lord 
Chief Justice Coleridge. In our judgment that trial was 
— not because it was a trial for blasphemy, but because 
or the careful statement of the then position of the Com­
mon T.aw of Blasphemy it called forth— one of the most 
important trials for blasphemy ever held ; and Foote’s 
speech in defence was, in our opinion one of the finest 
speeches ever made in a blasphemy trial. Taking the 
trial and the tremendous value to the whole of the Free- 
thought Movement of the Secular .Society, Limited, we 
gave our opinion, and still hold to it, that much greater 
justice should have been done to G. W. Foote, even 
though less space had been given to men of much 
greater social standing, and whose work, therefore, was 
not so carefully hidden from the general public.
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Leo Tolstoy.

(Continued, from page 532.)
It has been said of Heine that no wonder acquaint­
ances fought shy of him, when lie gave greeting with 
his right hand, and pinched agonizingly with his left. 
The same remark would apply still more truthfully to 
Tolstoy. His conduct tow’ards Tourgenef was dis­
graceful. Tourgenef was ten years older than Tol­
stoy, and was acclaimed as the greatest Russian writer 
of his time, until War and Peace appeared. Many of 
us have thought he was the greater all along— and 
modern opinion, escaped from the Victorian bonds 
and shackles, is coming to the same, opinion— yet, as 
Alymer Maude observes, “  Tolstoy showed him no 
deference, but on the contrary often attacked his 
views wdth mordant irony.”  13 As he further re­
marks : “  Tourgenef was neither ill-natured nor
quarrelsome . . . the younger man sought the elder’s 
company, and then made himself disagreeable.”  Not 
out of malice, says Maude, “  but because it was his 
nature to demand perfection from great men.”  Yet 
Tolstoy was very far from being perfect himself, for 
as the same writer admits : “  This conduct was no 
doubt all the more trying for Tourgenef, because Tol­
stoy neither co-operated with the Liberal Movement 
then current, nor lived more abstemiously with regard 
to food, wine, women, and cards than others of his set 
whom he scolded.”

It seems to us more likely that Tolstoy’s conduct 
was the result of jealousy. He could not endure a 
rival in the literary field, and this was probably at the 
bottom of his attack on Shakespeare: “  Did lie
honestly believe,”  asks Stefan Zweig, “  that Beet­
hoven was a ‘ seducer to sensuality,’ that Shake­
speare’s plays were ‘ meaningless twaddle,’ that Nietz­
sche’s writings were coarse, foolishly emphatic 
babble,’ that Pushkin’s works were ‘ only fit to use 
as cigarette paper for the people ’ ”  ? 17 One day, on 
parting from Tehehof, whose plays have been so suc­
cessful here lately, Tolstoy said : “  You are a very 
good fellow, and I am very fond 'of you; and as you 
know, I can’t bear Shakespeare, but still, his plays 
arc better than yours!” So he could not have 
thought them so bad after all.

Tolstoy was in the habit of saying the most cutting 
things to his friends, but woe betide them if they 
criticized him. He could bandy insults with im­
punity, for he was possessed of immense physical 
strength. He was remembered in his battery a s : 
“  an athlete, who lying on the floor could let a man 
weighing thirteen stone, be placed on him, and could 
lift him by straightening his arms.”  18 And 
his ambition had been “  to become the strongest 
man in the world.”  Fet, the poet, describes 
his first sight of Tolstoy; he was sleeping 
off a debauch, in the drawing-room of Tour­
genef’s house. Tourgenef told Fet that Tol­
stoy came straight to him from his battery at Sevasto­
pol, and had been going the pace ever since. ‘ ‘Sprees, 
gipsy-girls, [prostitutes] and cards all night long—  
and then he sleeps like a corpse till two in the after­
noon. At first I tried to put the break on, but now 
I ’ve given it up, and let him do as he likes.”  19 Fet 
also tells us that the first time he met Tolstoy : “  he 
noticed his instinctive defiance of all accepted 
opinions; and at Nekrasof’s lodgings, the first time 
he saw Tolstoy and Tourgenef together, lie witnessed 
the desperation to which the former reduced the 
latter.”  He describes the scene; which ended by

10 Maude : l.i/e 0/ Tolstoy: First Fifty Years, p. 221 
”  Zweig: Adepts in Self-Portraiture, p. 306. 
is The Private Diary of Leo Tolstoy (1853-1857). p. xv. 
1» Maude : Life of Tolstoy, First Fifty Years, p. 140.

I, 1929

Tourgenef, who was worked up to a frenzy aru Pa 
ing with excitement, telling Tolstoy, in a voice r>  ̂
to falsetto, to go to the salon of his Princess 
And Tolstoy coolly replying : “  Why should ^  
you, where I am to go ? Besides, empty talk ^  
become conviction merely because I am, or a 
here.”  20

Grigorovitch, the Russian novelist, descri c
sim ilar sc e n e :—  prcat

You can’t imagine what it was like! ' , 
Heavens! said Grigorovitch. Tourgenef sfl"ca ^

n \ ca11

a

and squeaked, holding his hand to his throat,
with the eyes of a dying gazelle whispered :

I have bronchitis!”  and^stand no more !
walking to and fro through the three rooms- 
chitis is an imaginary illness,”  growls Tolstoy 
him : “  Bronchitis is a m etal!”  . . . T olstoy,11̂ .^ 
middle room, lay sulking on the morocco sofa, '  j 
Tourgenef spreading the tails of his short eoa , 
with his hands in his pockets, strode to aC  ̂ j 
through the three rooms. To avert a catastiiop  ̂
went to the sofa and said, “  Tolstoy, old  ̂ jS 
don’t get excited! You don’t know how he cs 
you and loves y o u !” _ c;’’

“  I won’t allow him to do anything to sp 't^ 1̂ |  
exclaimed Tolstoy with dilated nostrils.
Now he keeps marching past me on purpose, 
ing his democratic haunches!” 21 _

The rest of the evidence, as to Tolstoy’s a
and pugnacious nature, which never altered, lS f 
similar nature. “  Of desire to agree,”  says Ay ¥
Maude, “  there was hardly a trace in Tolstoy, 
never doubted his own sincerity, and seldom ere 
that quality to others.”  It is owing to this side 0 
character, he adds, that Tolstoy “  has had very 
intimate friends, and has constantly been mis111’ ^  
stood.”  22 Yet, his friendship and admiration 
Tolstoy, leads him to try and fix the blame ofl. 
mild and innoffensive Tourgenef! Few will be
it. Gorky, who knew Tolstoy well, declared : ‘ .

meet him often. Personally I should 6 l](ftrying to
pot to

impossible to live in the same house with him, 
mention in the same room.”  23 ^

The same spirit pervades all Tolstoy’s work-  ̂
novels fill one with a vague disquiet. He coiiHT1 . j 
cates his own dissatisfaction with life, and the t 
in general, to his readers. Like Coleridge’s AncJ  ̂
Mariner, he holds you with his piercing eyes, and ^  
read on to the final catastrophe, or dinouetf*^ 
There is a complete absence of humour, of Wit, ^  
the joy of life. As Stefan Zweig observes, the s 
are uniformly grey over a sombre landscape :—  j]l 

When we read Tolstoy, we feel that winter 
soon be here; that nature is dying; that all ,neI\ 0f 
grass; and that our own particular embodii'lC' 
the universal human life must ere long perish 
These hooks make readers serious and reflective •  ̂
never a smile to throw a fugitive charm across
unmeaning activities ; always a ruthless, a
sober portrayal of gloom, an uninterrupted ana 1 
of a madhouse drama, the impressions of an ^ 
bittered observer who will not allow himself 1 
deluded by any false consolers.21 ..

Tolstoy’s works, like the Bible, have been cxtlJ'I,ii 
gantly over praised. He lacks imagination  ̂
humour.

■ si$

............  Take his greatest work War and
What is it but a panorama of the aristocratic ¡i
Society which Tolstoy knew from the inside, ■ ei'
description of Napoleon’s invasion of Russia as • ^  
through the eyes of Prince Andrew and Peter, ,? 
arc merely projections of Tolstoy himself? T°h j  
eyes were very keen and missed nothing. He 'viltt()fy 
everything going on, and had a wonderful men1

2“ ibid. p. 14«.
¡Bid. pp. 140-141- 

22 Ibid. PP- I41-223-
23 Maxim Gorky : Fragments from My Diary, p- 2°-' ¡¡¡, 
21 Stefan Zweig : Adepts in Self-Portraiture, pp- 254"
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ofrt;ecor(Jing it later on. He gives us a vivid picture 
CVni'C COrruPtion and rottenness that surrounded the 
an'l'p struSRle for titles, honours, decorations,
In'd ,'overnmcnt jobs, by the worthless parasites who 
rem ' w C n°'ddngto deserve them. As Stefan Zweig 
whoark* : “  this man has no powers of invention, 
the 'S C01!lpctent only to recount the experienced and 

Perceived, can never exclude himself, the ex- 
Aii(lCnCCr’ tke Perceiver, from the field of vision.” 
aire-"^11-’ after his conversion, he becomes doctrin­
al • k’s characters pale, and are no longer con- 
ThCln*- They wither in the cold light of reason. 
,Vee .rea(fer stumbles over logical prolixities, and 
Tobr y groPes his way to the exit . . . The more 
the&°y Sl,rrenders to the ‘ despotisms of morality,’ 
is t|lnf>rc ke departs from the sensuous veracity which 
a Prjmat element of his genius to lose himself in 

la ectical Cuckoo— Cloudland.” "5
W. M an n .

(To be concluded.)

The L ay of a B A.
d ’1 Open Letter, with an Introduction to the 

(Rev.) J. R. Higgs, B.A.

^d'e (Rev.) J. R. Higgs, [B.A.J’s letter is an elab- 
c0' ° le£-pull, it is exceedingly well done; and we 
dr kratldate the writer, who displays his university 
, ^ce to some purpose, B.A. signifying Brightly 
hUimentative.

the letter, however, be intended seriously, which 
Ct|n hardly believe (August 15, 1929), we hesitate,

We
out of

' some relics of chivalry that we still possess, to 
den1 ?ne " ’I’0 ventures so naively into the Lion’s 
din . ' ^  spaniel come to judgment?”  However, 

 ̂ ls duty; and some duties are pleasant. So we 
L'v the voice of Conscience, O Mr. Higgs, thoughWe

can"ill try not to hit too hard. More than that we 
Promise no parson, B.A., or no B.A., living.

* # *

<i: °"’> Mr. Higgs, come, conic. We really mustUSSPT1 •assent.> —hl. You have not
, 0ndo:
Milite

spent many hours in the
Uty0'1 Parks proving to them [Atheists] the 

i,, 1 lty of their position.”  You have only (more 
h °stly) attempted to prove it. If you had proved 
vj a thing impossible in nature) you would have con- 
^  °r converted them. How many— honestly, 

s.T'have you convinced or converted to date? 
did you’ we are not blaming you; no doubt you 
Ujy y°ur best (we would not say “  damnedest ’ ); but, 
sv dear Sir, Big game hunting with a pea- 

uotei-

t0, Jt>” you say, meaning the Freethinker, "  claims 
0 UP to date, ahead of the time, etc., etc.”  Would 

Siii- 1 so courteous as to expand that "  etc., etc.” ?
0 Up to date, ahead of the time, etc., etc.”  Would

as . y ”  up to date, ahead of the time ”  fills the bill, 
habU were? We suggest, modestly, that the pulpit 
spQ11. °f exaggeration, hyperbole, etc., etc., is re- 
^^Usiblc for this regrettable redundancy, dear Sir. 
etc >?Qt’ we beg you, ask us to expand out “  etc., 

A We would not willingly shock you. 
i'ui °b • fbat poor, long-suffering “  General 
p0 lc ” ! Spoon-fed with decaying tripe, it is sup- 

cd> by the innocent English Parsonry, to be hotly 
after anything in the slush-mush-gush line that

’jjc dear educative newspapers please to ladle-out toIt; f
tl, °e crosswords, cinema stars’ legs, monks’ ghosts, 

ethics of modern statuary, the virtues of jumble 
e(J)) r’’ fbe ethics of Hollywood, and anything else that
salos

handily to the enterprising, impartial, highly- 
■ vjbpublic (house)-spirited journalists, who naturally

p. 358,

love that dear Saviour of theirs who has inspired so 
many original panegyrics, at “  three guineas a 
thousand.”  So our impartial, disinterested news­
papers— throbbing with a philanthropy and patent- 
medicine advertisements— are “  satisfying the demand 
by publishing articles on religious subjects,”  are 
they, my dear Sir ? Really ! It is astounding, when 
you come to think of it, isn’t it?

“  Twenty or thirty years ago,”  or two or three 
hundred years ago, or two or three thousand years 
ago, was the Golden Age of Atheism; to-day, on the 
other hand, is the day of Jesus. We seem to have 
heard or read something like that before, once or 
twice, or one of two hundred times, or one or two 
thousand times . . . but n o ! we will be kind to you. 
But Atheism, you will admit, must have a fine, 
strong, healthy constitution to survive so many 
declines and falls.,

Dear and reverend Sir, B.A., why do yon think 
that the six points of your Charter in favour of 
“  God ”  annoy us?

Those six points are not so pointed as they may 
appear to you.

1. “  Millions listen in to a religious service.”  
How do you know that they do ? As the friends of 
“ God”  here nobbled the B.B.C., and no alternative to 
holy howlery and Druidic drawlings is provided, the 
poor “  General Public ”  do not seem to have much 
option, do they?

2. Who are “  best ”  philosophers and scientists?, 
You speak of men as though they were labelled and 
priced, like tea or tobacco. The “  best ” ,! Names, 
Sir, please. Wake up !

3. “  Most schools insist on religious instruction.”  
Of course they insist; because they know, as well as 
we do, what would happen if they didn’t.

4. “  The Press is increasingly willing to educate 
the public mind (the public m ind!) religiously.”  It 
is also willing to do anything else that pays.

5. The Bible has a greater circulation than any 
other book in the world. As it is printed for free 
distribution and sale below cost price, by numerous 
societies, run by interested pietists, is this surpris­
ing? Religion is a vested interest in this country, 
and heavily-subsidized at that. Edgar Wallace or 
John Oxenham would have just as large a circulation 
in similar circumstances.

6. Certainly the fact that that excellent man the 
King, scholar and theologian, goes regularly to 
church proves Christianity to be true. Who doubts 
that? It would be disloyal, and even “  Red.”

Now, dear Mr. Higgs, B.A., next time you go on 
the Atheist-converting lay in the London parks’ , look 
out; or your audience may quote this article at you. 
Wouldn’t we love to be there !

Yours, in or out of Christ, as you please,
V icto r  B. N ku bu r g .

Y e Princes of the Earth, ye sit aghast 
Amid the ruin which yourselves have made,
Yes, desolation heard your trumpet’s blast,
And sprang from sleep!— dark Terror has obeyed 
Your bidding— O, that I whom you have made 
Your foe, could set my dearest enemy free 
From pain and fear! but evil casts a shade,
Which cannot pass so soon, and Hate must be 
The nurse and parent still of an ill progeny.
Ye turn to Heaven for aid in your distress;
Alas, that ye though mighty and the wise,
Who, if he dared, might not aspire to less 
Than ye conceive of power, should fear the lies 
Which thou, and thou, didst frame for mysteries 
To bind your slaves ?— consider your own thought,
An empty and a cruel sacrifice 
Ye now prepare, for a vain idol wrought 
Out of the fears and hate which vain desires have 

brought
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A New Legend.

I.
“ Sumer is y-comen in,

Loud sing cuckoo;
Sing cuckoo!

Merrie sing cuckoo!
Cuckoo, cuckoo;

Well thou singest cuckoo!” 
writes an unknown medieval poet.

To him responds the popular singer : —
“ The cuckoo is a pretty bird,

He singeth as he flies,
He beareth us good tidings,
He telleth us no lies.”

Edmund Spenser takes up the strain : —
“  The merry Cuckoo, messenger of Spring.”

John L yly  carried it on with : —
“ Hark how the jolly cuckoos sing 

Cuckoo, to welcome in the spring.”
.Shakespeare mentions :—-

“  The plain-song cuckoo grey,
Whose note full many a man doth mark 
And dare not answer Nay.”

Eogan cries :—
“ Hail! beauteous stranger of the grove!” 

Wordsworth welcomes him with esetasy :—
“ Oh blithe newcomer! I have heard,

I hear thee and rejoice.”
So the laudatory chorus goes on to the modern lay : —  

“  The cuckoo sat in the old pear tree.
Cuckoo!

Singing as loud as loud could be 
Cuckoo! Cuckoo! ”

Not a poet names the cuckoo but to praise.
For an exception the unknown priests and scribes who 

compiled the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy 
classify with severe practicality the cuckoo as an un­
clean bird not to be eaten by Jews, quaintly including 
the bat in the same list of uneatable fowl.

The common man, walking along the highroad or 
working in the fields cocks his head, and in heightened 
tone says " I la r k !  The cuckoo!”

The bird’s monotonous iteration of two notes seems to 
have a hypnotic effect, so that grave and elderly gentle­
men write letters to the newspapers stating the first date 
on which they heard the cuckoo, and are jealous of any­
one who antedates them.

This is all most curious in these days of wide know­
ledge and exact research.

Time was when everything known about the cuckoo 
was contained in the rural doggerel : —

“ The cuckoo comes in April;
Sings a song in May.
In June changes tune,
And in July flies away.”

We of the present age know a great deal more, and 
can examine the case of the cuckoo dispassionately, not 
misled by the bird’s reputation of being harbinger of 
spring.

Else there were danger of thinking that spring could 
not come without the cuckoo; that his "  two fold shout ”  
woke the vernal season into activity, as Rostand’s “ Chan- 
tecleer ”  thought he called up the sun at morn, which 
would be carrying cuckoo-olatry to absurd lengths.

II.
Wordsworth approached the nearest solution of the prob­
lem of the cuckoo.

Wordsworth approached many problems in a startlingly 
modern spirit, but failed to explicate them because of 
too strong a sense of reverence. l ie  lacked the necessary 
scepticism, the iconoclasm essential to exposing what 
appears recondite but is really simple. A dasli of vine­
gar when he mixed his salad, a spot of acid in his com­
position ; but plainly a critical as well as appreciative 
sense, and a tiny amount of cynicism would have made 
Wordsworth the prophet of modernity, as well as saving 
him from being sometimes ridiculous.

For the truth about the cuckoo we have to turn to 
those people who teach 11s the principles of reincarnation 
and transmigration of souls.

In some former existence the cuckoo was a politician.
Here elements of doubt and disputation creep in.

There are those who see in the character of the clic „ 
resemblances to the priest and even to the Pope m ^  

As Milton informs us “  New Presbyter is bu ^ 
Priest writ large,”  an irresistible inference is drawn 
the young cuckoo’s practice of throwing its birth-11-13 
out of the parental nest, though they have the IC 
ditary right there. . j0

This overthrowing of ancient rights points a®ain 
the politician. Andrew Marvell clinches the P 
with : —

“  Though Justice against Fate complain,
And plead the ancient Rights in vain 

But those do hold or break 
As men are strong or weak.”  , r

Suggested also is the military or revolutionary  ̂
The priestly and Papal comparisons may be disi®s 

now, as the cry “  To hell with the Pope!”  is discrech^ 
even in those places where it was once cried loudest, 3 
perhaps believed and hoped.

Some there are who, fastening on the cuckoo’s invc 
ate song would make him the prototype of the scl)°^ 
teacher or the lecturer or the moralist with this repe 
tionary zeal.

More believable are those who say the cuckoo is 1the

apotheosis of the advertising agent. Birds with a 
range of song, pleasing to hear, attract less notice 
this impudent persister, who cries aloud two notes 
till everyone listens, and some admire and praise.

III.

vvide
tli3’1
onE

Wrote Bums :—
“ He looks as sign-board Lions do,

As fierce, and just as harmless too.”  ..
Who or what but a creaking painted inn-sign, a P° j  

tician and a cuckoo could assume such cockatoo-crest’ 1 
ferocity ? The scarecrow in the cornfield knows not t 
elements of its business in comparison.

As Rosalind wittily observes to Celia :—
“ A gallant curtle-axe upon my thigh,

A boar-spear in my hand! and (in my heart 
Lie there what hidden woman’s fears there will), 
We’ll have a swashing and a martial ontside;
As many other mannish cowards have,
That do outface it with their semblances.”

So in the last European War it was a lawycr-politiclil 
who shouted, “  We will not sheath the sw ord!”

He would hardly have known which end of a draff0 
sword to grasp, and certainly could not have swung 0,lC' 
Like the propaganda campaigns carried on during t'ia 
war, it was the cry of “  Cuckoo!”

On examination all politicians’ cries are found to re­
semble the twofold note of that bird.

Twofold ! Wordsworth’s “  twofold shout ”  is signiT 
cant. It is synonymous with the vulgar "  two-faced 
for hypocrisy ?

“ Thy twofold shout I hear;
From hill to hill it seems to pass,
At once far off and near.”

“  Babbling only 
a tale

Of visionary hours.”
“  No bird, but an invisible thing,

A voice, a mystery;”
No! No mystery, but a demagog, a self-advertiser, 3 

politician.
A bird which makes its y6ung parasitic upon an’j 

destructive of others; which apes the ferocious hawk t’j 
seen closely, when the small birds mob it and compel h 
to flee ignominiously; which attracts more notice th®1 
any other bird, yet gives in return merely two unvnn’ing 
notes : one marvels that our ancestors, with such 3 
capacity they had for the legendary, did not recognEc 
the cuckoo to be an obvious prototype.

Or in the antique ballad of the cuckoo is the line-'' 
“ He telleth us no lies ” — delicately subtle satire?

Ilainlet, accounted mad, that is really saner than hi® 
fellows, has an inkling of the truth. He says t0 
Horatio :—

“  This might be the pate of a politician, which th,s 
ass now o’er-reaches; one that would circumvent Go“> 
might it not?”

Horatio should have replied that his spirit would l’v’c 
for ever, flying as a double-noted bird, catching the ear® 
of the groundlings.

X-
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A  Sad Case.

,,Nf tIle office letter-box 1 recently found a Tract, entitled, 
Dn Ur Family  Ten Atheists— and God.”  My first im- 
• sslon was “  An enemy hath done this,”  but on read-

a very pathetic case.ln«i 1 found it
* iamily of ten cast-iron Atheists, father, mother, 

tin611 - s ancl one girl. I must, however, direct atten- 
Th'l| ^le "  '̂rce Tract Society ”  to a fatal mistake, 
lini * am!1y  Atheists is reported as having a good 
cj ,le’ 'Jeing very happy, and the parents high-prin- 

1‘cd.people. Really, that sort of thing is not done in 
evnstlaa tracts you'know . The Atheist daughter was 
rj jin ^eautiful, and guarded against all evil. Just 

T 1’ ous in a Christian tract, 
tli. i ’ tlley were all very happy until two days before 
Qf daughter>s wedding, when she saw an announcement 
Sl]a Salvationist meeting. Events then moved rapidly.

vvent to the meeting, and soon afterwards a strange 
^  shone in her eyes. She surrendered to God, got 
. danced a little after the

r®> had a hemorrhage of tlm — - ------
triday. She found God and God evidently found

’as so overcome with grief that her mind

y. . . -> '*uueeu a nm e alter me ceremony, then went 
?lrs> had a hemorrhage of the lungs, and died on

her

v,!he bother w;
Way; ('",od seized the opportunity, and during herHave 

11>ental J * SC1/.UIL Llic: LLllilUJ , mm ---
, affliction the mother threw in her lot with God. 

°f the boys began to show signs of mental trouble, 
n' CVcntually threw himself into the sea. He was 
¡C m 1’ an<1 provided another great capture for the Lord. 
s(r tr,ed to convert his father, but the old man being 

in mind was impregnable. God, however, was 
s: to be thwarted, and when the poor old father was 
Sa y-eight, the tract tells us, “  He received Jesus as his 

” °ur like a little child.”
tiotf 1S now heaven, and prayers are asked for the 
Th. f wFo *s> or was dying of cancer in the stomach, 
tye °Uier brothers have been saved, but their misfor- 

are not recorded.
str F '■ »act reading is not extensive, but surely it is 
;i '"’Sc to find a religious tract tracing the conversion of 
S|> P y  family of Atheists, into a broken family of 

.Tr'"g  Christians.
(lt  ̂ llil the story is true cannot be doubted on the evi- 
ke'lee’ The tract is without date, but we are told the 
j, ' ■ Mr. Leynse unfolded the story before a meeting in 
jj 'ng last year- Miss Jean Graham wrote it down, and 

fs’ Jonathan Goforth, of China, gave it to the world.
R . H . ROSETTI.

Correspondence.

To thb E ditor of tub "  F reethinker.'-'

IS SCIENCE R E LIA B LE ?

.0St«.~-Mr.
lei'tists.

Kerr obviously identifies science with 
r — w>. I do not. Nor do I know of a shadow of a
R r°n why I should. Had he asked, “  Are Scientists 
•j, 'able?”  I defy anyone’s no to be louder than mine. 
. ° '«e the tenn Science stands not for an authoritative 
r0l'ouncement bv an individual scientist, however

anlief, ’
fi s Which have acquired the status of admitted truths 

The filtering is very analogous to 
i -  Performed in the purification of water in filter beds 
y F"■Hid

0. i'°Uieses, and the theories advocated by the scientists 
R °"e age, are subjected to the scientific filtering of 
¡HlCessive generations, and as the porosity of the filter- 
]y? hed gets more and more fine and efficient, even 
tl]1"^1 mistakes and imperfections arc removed and 

0 filtrate is a resultant free from error.
1) ^ "otable instance of the process in action is furnished 
(,y ^‘e history of the Theory of Descent. If ever one 
¡.'"hi be excused for identifying science with a scientist,

hhly placed he may be in his, profession, or however 
‘."SUst his credentials, but by the consensus of be-

S „ . 1-: , .aft-
t], aRes of sifting.

t,y Passing it through layer after layer of gravel and 
of successive fineness. Similarly, the beliefs, the

thWl)Ulcl be in the case of the immortal Darwin (though
'''uigk solnc unaccountable stupidity, I omitted his 

* "at name in my last letter). But it is not the fact

that the Origin of .Species was propounded by Darwin 
that has established the theory as Science to-day; but 
that other fact— viz., that it has passed the filter beds 
virtually unaltered.

It is not “  the general public ”  that constitutes the 
filter, but the scientists of later generations. To iden­
tify science with scientists is to confound the filtrate 
with the filter. K e r id o n .

Sir ,— In persisting in damning scientists, lock, stock 
and barrel, because here and there some particular 
scientist has erred, Mr. Kerr but sinks himself deeper in 
the mire. His false conclusions, based as they are on 
inductive reasoning, that is, on arguing from the par­
ticular to the genera], from the individual to the uni­
versal, stand out naked and, alas, unashamed. Of course 
scientists, even front-rank ones, make mistakes, as do 
people in other walks of life, but it is surely a question 
of relativity. Were all the printed statements made by 
scientists in a given year to be put into one bag, and 
all those made by theologians in the same period to be 
put into another bag, and a hundred draws made from 
each, 1 think most of your readers would agree that the 
result would be to show a minimum of error on the part 
of the scientists, and a minimum of truth on the part of 
the theologians. No one, probably, has made fewer mis­
takes than the late Professor Huxley who, pre-eminent 
in the sphere of biology, had a long, versatile, and at 
times gladiatorial career in the whole arena of science 
yet, than he, few have been more tolerant of and sympa­
thetic towards the mistakes of others. Only when he 
came .up against individuals who, aliens to the realms of 
science, recklessly plunged into, and dogmatized upon 
it, or when his keen eye detected an opponent wilfully 
indulging in false statements to serve some desired 
end, was lie utterly merciless, as, for example, when, at 
the Oxford meeting of the British Association in i860, 
he subjected the unfortunate “  Soapy Sam ”  1 to a well- 
deserved trouncing. Yet what has H uxley to say con­
cerning people who make m istakes?:—

“ Next to being right in this world, the best of all 
things is to be clearly and definitely wrong, because you 
will come out somewhere. If yon go buzzing about be­
tween right and wrong, vibrating and fluctuating, you 
come out nowhere, but if you are absolutely and 
thoroughly and persistently wrong, you must, some of 
these days, have the extreme good fortune of knocking 
your head against a fact, and that sets you all straight 
again.” And elsewhere he says, rfiore tersely : —

“ The only people, scientific or other, who never make 
mistakes, are those who do nothing.”

Chari.es M. Beadnet.i,.

[We have received also a letter from C. S. Eraser, dealing 
with this subject, for which we regret we are unable to find 
space.—Editor.]

TH E POTENCY OF TH E HELL-DOGMA.

S ir ,—1 wish to draw the special attention of your 
readers to one sentence in your last article, “  Science and 
Religion.” The sentence is : “  . . . much as the
Christian Church first developed the idea of hell to 
frighten people into believing, and then offered the ‘ way 
of Salvation ’ as the only method of escaping it.”  For 
many years 1 have been fully convinced that it was the 
dogma of hell that established Christianity as a world 
religion. The fiendishness of the dogma, coupled with 
the fact that refusal to believe was ferociously denounced 
as the most heinous crime, terrorized people into pro­
fessing it.

And the Roman Church to-day knows full well that 
the hell dogma is its most effective weapon to perpetuate 
its religion, and that is why it sticks to it like grim 
death.

Many a time I was on the point of writing an article 
merely to draw attention to this basic fact. And now 
1 gain my object by simply emphasizing the deep sig­
nificance of your remark. ICeuidon.

1 Wilbcrforee, Bishop of Oxford.
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Society News.

T he last week at Swansea provided the most exciting 
meetings of the year. There were none of the bad- 
mannered interruptions usually found when opening out 
in a fresh town, and but for rain which the meeting bore 
for some time, we should have registered some new 
members.

The Sunday evening meeting was the largest ever ad­
dressed by Mr. Whitehead at Swansea, which is famous 
for its good Freethought meetings on the sands. A 
local curate, who made himself offensive on a previous 
visit, took the platform in opposition. He began by 
offering to fight the speaker, and when a listener remon­
strated, he threatened to “  thump ” the man “ under the 
jaw .”  He later described Mr. Whitehead as “  a gaol 
bird ”  and “  a liar,”  for which latter epithet he was 
obliged to apologise.

The curate promised to attend later meetings and pro­
vide proof for some of his statements, but failed to do so. 
There was, however, a correspondence in the local press 
— reprinted in part, in the Western Mail, in which Mr. 
Whitehead and the Secretary of the local Branch took 
part.

The curate’s failure to be present at any meeting 
after his solemn promise to do so, together with his 
general tactics, have disugsted thousands in Swansea, 
where the whole affair made a tremendous sensation.

For the rest, good meetings, immense sympathy, 
scores of congratulations, written and oral, and large 
sales of Freethinkers attended our efforts, and the whole 
three weeks may be counted as highly successful.

The local members helped very willingly, and Mr. 
Moore, the .Secretary, worked efficiently and with enthu­
siasm for the whole period.

From August 31 until September 6 inclusive, Mr. 
Whitehead will be at Langworthy Road, Salford.

Mit. J. C i.a y t o n  continues to hold successful meetings in 
N. B. Lancashire. In each place visited— at nearly all 
a Freethought Mission is a new thing, and the speaker 
has to usually depend upon himself to act as chairman 
and speaker— it becomes clearer with each visit, that a 
good impression is being made. A t Great Harwood the 
meeting was prolonged until the speaker had to make a 
run to catch the last motor-bus home. At Blackburn 
good meetings were also held, and in between special 
lectures local Freethinkers do what they can by holding 
free and easy discussions to keep the ball rolling. Other 
places were also visited with good results.. This part 
of Lancashire is just a cluster of towns, and there is 
plenty of work for speakers. It would be a. good thing 
if some local speakers developed who could keep the ball 
rolling between visits from outsiders. A quantity of 
literature was distributed at each meeting. A note of 
the success of the meetings at Highatn appears in the 
local paper.— J.C.

Think not thy wisdom can illume away 
The ancient tangleinent of night and day.
Enough to acknowledge both, and both reverse, 
They see not elearliest who see all things clear.

Lives there whom pain hath ever more passed by 
And sorrow shunned with an arrested e y e !
Him do now pity— him above the rest,
Him of all hapless mortals most unblessed.

Sir William Watson.

UNWANTED CHILDREN
In  a C iv ilize d  C om m u n ity  th ere  should  be no 

U N W A N T E D  C hildren.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con­
trol Requisites and Books, send a ijfd . stamp to :—J .  R . HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.

(Established nearly Forty Years.)

S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  N O T IC E S , Etc-

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
'5 ‘  b y  t h e  «RSI POST ON Tuesday, or they will not it

inserted.
LONDON.

INDOOR.

South Place Ethical Society (The Loudon 1°® 1 Ejffe 
Theatre, South Place, Moogate, E.C.2) : 11.0, S. K- a 
— “ The Road Before Us.”

OUTDOOR.
F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (comer of Sborr 

Road, North End Road) : Saturday, 8.0; Effie Road, » a 
Green Station, Sunday, 8.0—Various Speakers. ,0|

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Corr.r-«b : 1 A. 
Mr. F. P. Corrigan; Brockwell Park, 6.30, Mr. F. F. . 
gan; Wednesday, Clapham Old Town, 8.0, Mr. !'• ® ¡1
Friday, Liverpool Street, Camberwell Gate, 8.0, ® ''
Mann. the

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near 
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. R. H. Rosetti—A Lecture. tl,e

Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near 
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. !•’ . Mann—A Lecture. ..ege,

West H am Branch N.S.S. (Outside Technical 0° 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. B. A. Le  ̂ al 
“  The Bible and the Truth.”

West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park, 
mersmith) : 3.30, Mr. James Hart and Mr. C. Tuson. 3 

Streatiiam CoMMpN Branch N.S.S., 6.30, Mr. Preec • 
Lecture.

F insbury Park N.S.S., 11.15, Mr. Preece.—A Lectun ^  
West L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : ra-30’ 3 

James Hart; 3.30, Messrs E. Betts and B. A. Le 3 8 cf 
6.30, Messrs. C. Tuson and A. IL Hyatt. Freethought
ings every Wednesday at 7.30, Messrs. C. Tuson and J- ; ,

he F r e e th f

nie«1' 
pad' 
iltiM* 

i Ga‘e’Every Friday, at 7.30, Mr. B. A. Le Maine. T 
may be obtained during our meetings outside the Park 
Bayswater Road.

COUNTRY.
OUTDOOR. .

jl63*
Newcasti,k-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. (Town Moor, 

North Road entrance) ; 7.0, Sir. R. Atkinson.—A bcC jt 
G lasgow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Ballocli. Mct 

Queen Street Station at 11.15, train leaves at 12.2. 0l)t 
L iverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S. (Beo*1 y 

Street) : Monday, September 2, 7.30 Mr. J. V. Shf>r 
Lecture. „,¡11

Manchester Branch N.S.S.—-Mr. George Whitehead ^  
lecture as follows: Saturday, August 31, Corner of “  .
worthy Road, and Liverpool Street, Salford, at 7-3° P‘ -.0 
Sunday, September 1, Stevenson Square, Manchester, “ 
and 6.30 p.m.; Monday to Friday, September 2 to 6, 
of Langworthy Road and Liverpool Street, Salford, :1 ;
P*m* win?

Mr . J. Clayton will lecture at the following places
the week : Sunday, September 1, Hapton, 3.15, Todni‘,rij.]1. 
7.45; Monday 2, Colne (Outside Station), 8.0; Friday 1 
field (Barnes Square), 8.0.

Miscellaneous Advertisements.

A BUSINESS MAN writes ; “  Some years ago I efngaS j
__ an Accountant to write up my annual accounts. r
send the Returns for Income Tax purposes to the ln sp ^ rf 
of Taxes. I had been greatly bothered in previous 3 
but, since then, I have had no worry or trouble of any y 
with this matter. I believe it is an advantage in every tfi

iore

than saved by securing all, and full, allowances and de'h_,

for anyone in business, whether large or small, to
Accountant to deal with the authorities, as the fee is

tions due under the Income Tax Acts.”—Write to ACC 
ant, 11 Salisbury Road, Forest Gate, E.7, if you need 
with your business accounts.

ajU1'
lidP

LADY, resident in Monmouthshire, desires cofflpatjj0iil 
who would also undertake cooking and j,ept-

duties. Household of two : husband and Avife. Maid 
Wage ¿40 per annum.—Reply, F reethinker, Box C-P- 
61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. __ _

io«.

M R. B. O’CONNELL, who intends returning to
from India early next year, will be pleased to of 

from some Freethinker interested in poultry farm ing 
near suburbs of London. Is prepared to put in about k '  

as well as assist generally, and keep the accounts.-"*” 
B ox A 16, FREETHINKER, 61 Farringdon Street, b°11 
E.C.4.
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AT GRIPS WITH WAR! i
!

By G U Y  A. A L D R E D .
, Behind the scenes, whilst politicians talk, forces are making for more world-war. Every day sees 

lne Government Departments of the Great Powers awarding contracts for the better and bigger equip-
11- r ^  i - ..................t ___i................................ i n - - .  ------- - 1 n e t -----------a. a ?—Air-nient of the^nned^fmces:''' Conscientious objectors serve as War Ministers of different kinds.

"planM contracted* 'ne^^craisere ̂ re^ e^ ^ laun H ieA ^ 'lli^ nieanf, *some ’ day^for*^ourselves ̂ orSfor
°ur youth.

W A R ! W ar U nthinkable in its Horrors Beyond all Previous W a r !
When will this menace of war stop ? nuarrel in times of peace, stop war?
How can lovable human beings, who have 1 q on pe0ple in both countries, and placed by
When will the official “ Alienism, S h S t on Americans end?‘he Washington Government on Britons and by Downing street on
What do War and Alienisms and passports mea“ ? .

These questions Are Answered in

GÜY a. ALDRED’S Great New Book, A T  G R IP S  W IT H  W A R !
The Author commenced this work in 1908. It was interrupted by political imprisonment and 

Poverty. He returned to the manuscript and replanned it in 1914, just as the World-War broke out. The 
■ nanuscript is completed and in the printer’s hand. It will be issued in August.

A GREAT EXPOSURE, giving the complete story of War : showing how militarism organizes 
the young : summarising and analysing all that the world’s great poets and thinkers have written on 
War : dealing with its economics, politics, religions, psychology, history, and labour ramifications.

I L L U S T R A T E D  B Y  K E I T I K O S ,  E t c .
To enable this great indictment of ALL War, ALL Militarism, Monarchial, Capitalist, Republican, 

and Soviet .State Republican Militarism, to be published, it is necessary to appeal for advanced subscrip­
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Buddhists in Buddhist countries. It will be 
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necessary corrective of the misrepresentations o{ 
their religion so widely current.
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I RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND HERESY IN THE j 
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PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

¿ondoD’

basfj

S ECULARISM  teaches that conduct should be u 
on reason and knowledge. It knows 110 iatur»l 

divine guidance or interference; it excludes SUP, or0pif 
hopes and fears; it regards happiness as mans 1

,ibleDOSS11aim, and utility as his moral guide.
Secularism affirms that Progress is only P' ̂ cj, 

through Liberty, which is at once a right and * fUIlest 
and therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.  ̂ ^ 

Secularism declares that theology is condemn ^  
reason as superstitious, and by experience aS g. 
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of ' r ° . t0 

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstib0®1̂  
spread education; to disestablish religion; to 13 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; ' e$i 
material well-being; and to realize the self-g°ve 
of the people. J

The Funds of the National Secular .Society ane 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the PreS 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two ^  
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the îm­
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of 
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

,  ^
The following is a quite sufficient form for anyrm 

desires to benefit the Society by legacy c—  0f
I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert Par^cÛ ( tbe 

legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustee* fCt 
National Secular Society for all or any of the P11 
of the Trust Deed ot the said Society.

tv
MEMBERSHIP.

Any person is eligible as a member on sig°111*’ 
following declaration :—  . t

• . a*1I desire to join the National Secular Society. ^  
pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-oper 
promoting its objects.

Name.

Address.

Occupation.

Dated this...... day of...... ..19-"

This declaration should be transmitted to the SeCf 
Kith a subscription. ^

V.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings Per f',)ict 
every member is left to fix his own subscription acC 
to his means and interest in the cause.
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