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Views and Opinions.

scii®Hce and God.

tiiaj1yS',111° II®6! partly in response to requests from 
Mea f readers, I have been intending to deal with the 
Ijooit t r°'’S'°n set up by Professor Eddington in his 
lectuj, ^ adure °f b;e Physical World, and in his 
that jC Science and the Unseen World. Other things, 
illt 'aa 1° l>e either dealt with at once or left alone 

and these were taken first. There was. 
dilcu( *. need for haste. It is not likely that the 
it Ss'011 will be settled by anything I can say, and 
ton 1, Crtainly not settled by what Professor Edding- 
l‘roft.as Sa’cE And now I may as well bracket with 
(latc 11f Eddington’s books two others of recent 
gentp rofess°r MacDougall’s Materialism and Emer-

Ma.
v°lu,tion, and Professor Needham’s Materialism 
e%ion. Three of the four works find some 

foUrt| 01 religion— of a rather emasculated kind, the 
1'cnj Professor Needham’s, is a kind of “  Well, if 
>iso {(,* Eave religion you may, but it is not of much 
iHan anyone.”  production. And in these days any 
kio(] ’ eminence who merely says that he holds some 
C'llr;st°f a religion is eagerly hailed by hard-pressed 

. ^ U s  as being on their side. 
ftSS(|"s lust is a point worth stressing. So far as Pro- 
dfcrtl r ^feDougall and Professor Eddington are con- 
°Ut f ’ C'eir published statements do not make them 
they 'i Christians, and it is hardly likely that if 
iiro (1|) not publicly claim to be Christians that they 
say |ai<E in private.. Professor Needham, I should 
ate ; ,l°I even religions. And so far as the immedi- 
nf Ajs,|e in this country is concerned, it is the truth 
%i()] '^hanity that is at stake. The truth of re- 
lacjf ' 1S a much wider issue. It is an example of the 
h'hfj j1/ straightforwardness, characteristic of current 
sicit ' lauity, to find eminent men paraded as on the 
So af,the Churches, because they profess belief in 

mud of a “  spiritual ”  force. Very many men

have been burned by the Churches for not having a 
religion of a more definite and substantial form. The 
truth is that specific Christianity is repudiated by 
more than half the scientific men in the country.

*  *  *

M aterialism .

Another point worth noting is the folly of the 
common chatter about Materialism being dead, or as 
no longer held by men of science. Three of the 
books referred to above— one might add others— are 
engaged in the attempt to disprove Materialism as an 
adequate philosophy of nature; and men of the stand
ing of those named do not waste their time in dis
proving something that is universally discarded. The 
talk of Materialism— essential Materialism— being 
dead i9 just a piece of newspaper and pulpit jargon. 
It is a product of the pulpit on the one hand, and of 
those who find in the popular press an easy field in 
which to exploit an ill-read and half educated public. 
Usually the criticism levelled at Materialism is as per
tinent as would be a criticism of astronomy based 
on fifteenth century science. When it is said that 
Materialism is dead, what is meant is that a particular 
conception of “  matter ”  is no longer tenable, or that 
you cannot express all that goes on in the world of ex
perience in terms of atomic or molecular motion, and 
that shows not merely a misunderstanding of 
Materialism, but a gross ignorance of the principles 
of scientific method. Of that kind of criticism Pro
fessor Needham says: —

At the present time it is not popular to say that 
in a sense Materialism is the life-blood of scientific 
thought, or more accurately, that a view of the 
world based solely on the achievement of scientific 
experience could only be materialistic, but this is 
nevertheless true. People would prefer to suppose 
that science in some way supported the religious 
picture of the universe, and that is why the fallacy 
that the relativity theory has made matter less 
material is so common. On the contrary, you can
not turn matter into spirit by making it thin . . . 
It is much better to realize that the scientific view 
of the universe is incurably analytical, mathemati
cal, and materialistic. Mechanism and Material
ism lie at the basis of scientific thought.

Freethinker readers will find here an echo of what I 
have been saying in these columns for very many 
years.

*  *  *

A  Common Confusion.

Materialism has suffered quite as much at the 
hands of its friends as at those of its enemies. 
Defenders of Materialism have hung on to the old 
conception of the atom and of matter, and have so 
given critics good ground for fault-finding. In 
obedience to the challenge of their critics they have 
set out to express all biological and psychological 
phenomena in terms of laws of chemistry and physics
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and so essayed an impossible task., and it is cer
tainly not true that atomic Materialism has 
lost its scientific utility, nor is it the case, as some 
popular writers are fond of saying, that the atom 
has been abolished. In science the atom is as use
ful as it ever was, and it is not likely to be displaced.

A  great deal of the misunderstanding here— it lies 
at the root of much of the anti-materialistic criticism 
of Profcsisor Eddington— is due to confusing ex
planation with expression. To explain a thing, and 
to express a thing is not. in science at all events, 
identical. We explain the cause of a phenomenon 
when we have accurately shown the conditions from 
which it emerges. Thus, we have explained the ex
istence of a sensation when we have set out the 
nature of nerve tracks and nerve centres, etc. But 
when we set out to express a sensation in terms of 
mere vibration, we soon find we are altogether at sea. 
The new fact has to be expressed by a new formula. 
I shall have more to say on this head when I come to 
deal with the question of “  emergence.”  but if 
readers will keep in mind the distinction noted they 
will escape much of the current confusion. It is 
good sound materialistic science to say that you must 
find the explanation of biological facts in chemical 
and physical conditions. It is also sound material
istic science to say that once the biological fact has 
made its appearance, some new formula of expres
sion must be found for it. The distinction between 
explanation and description is one that should 
always be borne in mind, but it is one that is being 
constantly ignored.

• *  •

A  L u sty  Corpse.

In Materialism Restated, I have shown that the 
essence of Materialism is what has come to be known 
as the Mechanistic theory, or still more recently 
“  Emergence,”  but which I presented to Freethinker 
readers about thirty years ago. Both assert that any 
combination of factors gives rise to something that 
did not previously exist, as when oxygen and hydro
gen in combination gives rise to the new quality of 
“  wetness.”  This position is put by Professor 
Needham : —

The vitalists, who are of many varieties and, 
though not numerically strong yet very vocal, 
affirm that there is something about living beings 
which will forever resist ehemico-physical explana
tion, although none of them agree as to what it is. 
The Mechanists, who can legitimately count among 
their numbers 90 per cent of working biological in
vestigators, affirm that there is no gap between 
dead and living matter. They do not say that 
nothing is true or intelligible unless expressed in 
physico-chemical terms, they do not say that noth
ing takes place differently in living matter from 
what takes place in dead matter, they do not say 
that our present physics and chemistry are fully 
competent to explain the behaviour of living 
systems. What they do say is that the processes of 
living matter are subject to the same laws which 
govern the processes of dead matter, but that the 
laws operate in a far more complicated medium; 
thus living things differ from dead things in degree 
and not in kind, and are, as it were, extrapolations 
from the inorganic.

Wherever science rules the mechanistic conception 
rules, and that, as I have so often said, is only 
another way of saying that Materialism rules. One 
consequence is that those who appreciate science can 
only disown Materialism by re-establishing it under 
another name. Professor McDougall points out, with 
justice, that the champions of emergent evolution are 
mechanistic, that is, materialistic, and that in the 
act of repudiating Materialism they arc championing 
it under another name. Professor Eddington says, 
that “  Materialism in its literal sense is long since

dead.”  By literal sense he means the sense in  ̂
Materialism was stated in the eighteenth ecu ^  
some of its advocates. One might as reason3 
that science is dead because so many of lts 
tures have had to be abandoned. But iIlllllct
after saying this he comments;—  1 ;iosopb’eS

But its place has been taken by other P1'1 ^ fit 
which represent a virtually equivalent 011 0 t̂i- 
tendency to-day is not to reduce everything ^  3 
festations of matter— since matter has now 
minor place in the physical world—but py
everything to the operations of natural a' * pff 
“  Natural law ” is here meant laws of the 
vailing in geometry, mechanics, and plrys.1 .̂ fjjat 
are found to have this common character13̂  ^are round to nave tins common emua^- . 
they are ultimately reducible to mathema ie
turns. .  s tfc-

It all reminds one of the theory that the P a ^  of 
not written by Shakespeare, but by some ®IlĈ llt its

iatfe

«el*

the same name. If Materialism is dead,
of tlic Si 

cheerplace has been taken by something else 
kind, there docs not appear very much to -- $
the Spiritualist. Professor Eddington a ŝ° .„teJ 
to be in rather too great a hurry to take f°r ^ef 
the present status of the quantum .theory, al 
recent theories in mathematical physics, aS reasoO 
final, and this, so far as I can see, for no other ^  
than to lay this terrible spectre of Materiahs11̂ ' 
in the end he is driven to confess he has 11 .^of 
able to form a satisfactory conception of any 
law, or causal sequence that shall be other than j5 
ministic,”  which strikes one as saying, that so ^  
we are scientific, we must be materialistic- . ¡„g 
could it be otherwise? Determinism is not so' t|l3n 
that one can either have or not have, any 11,0 i$ 
one can have or not have gravitation. Determ11 
an absolute condition of sane and ordered th' j,y,
It is not merely that in science and sound pm 1 in
it is a case of Materialism or nothing, it is 
the structure of our mental life.

C hapman 
(To be continued.)

i,iipllC“

Coiii*

The Canon’s Roar.

“ The divine stands wrapt up in his 
mysteries, and the amused laity must pay H tlieir( 
venerations to be kept in obscurity, gronndiUS  ̂ o> 
hope of future knowledge on a competent s
present ignorance.”—George Farquhar. fled.

T he clergy of all denominations, from the ,c hsli' 
perfumed darlings of the State Church to th ¡̂. 
time pastors of the tin-tabernacles, are high * ¡̂p. 
turbed at the emptiness of their places of " (>T,,jrS. 
They profess to give reasons for this state of 
and, as they seldom deal with realities, these e*[\jd 
are often highly amusing. One man-of-God ilS ^ of 
the decline of church attendance to the prevail* i,,y 
paganism. Another is equally certain that “  j..
golf and motoring is to blame. Yet another >s 3̂! 
sure that cinemas are the rivals. Out of a $  
running into thousands, not one has had the C®1 $  
to admit that religion itself no longer makes 111
peal that it did to earlier generations.

alog1,,.One of the most amusing of the priestly aP°i,.'llil'i 
is the Rev. W. II. Elliott, Canon of St- , a{& 
Cathedral, London. He is almost heroic in l*lS ped 
tude, and seeks to emulate Nelson when he c I a ’ „'5 
the telescope to his blind eye. Listen to the Cal
roar : —

11 5° ,“ I meet dozens of people nowadays of a , 
and kinds, who are very much depressed ^clr 
comparative emptiness of our churches. ., „5^. j . r
going, they sav, is fast losing the place that , jp 
' ' ‘ ‘ ‘ 'ts ...1to have and ought to have among the habit3  ̂ jjs)' 
people. For myself, I doubt that, though. 1
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friends continue to say so day by day I shall end 
by believing it.”

¿ * ^ 1, is it not? The Canon has no actual 
shin °f the small attendance at places of wor- 
himl’s >>Ut IlC llears °f it from people “  of all sorts and 
St p ’ 1,t>resumably, from dukes and dustmen alike. 

• aul s Cathedral, beiiu? one of the show-nlaces ofhedral, being one of the show-places 0 
ropolis, is not affected, so why should he e 

l'Pset ? Jt looks as if the only thing that would con- 
''"ce the reverend gentleman that there was anything 
"cronff with the State Church would be the collapse 
” St' Paul’s Cathedral on to Ludgate Hill, or the 
S ¡n')age his own stipend.

ihe Canon is simple, but not quite so simple as lie 
aPPears. He may not be aware that the number of 
p . Priests has sunk from 25,000 to 16,000 in the 
°Urse of a few years, in spite of an increase of popu- 
f 10"- He could scarcely be unaware of the nineteen 
e-relict City Churches, considering that they are all 
V!th>n a short distance of St. Paul’s Cathedral of 

lch he is an officiating priest. As a matter of fact 
the numerous Christian Churches are suffering, 

y  the State Church is not feeling the effect so much 
s M’~ others, because it relies on ancient endowments

the Met

^ the

ti0[ *s ln°re indifferent as to the size of the congrega-

in ^atl°n’s amazement is as great as that of Alice 
0,1derland. This is how lie continues : —• < T

1 wonder sometimes if cliurch people are not 
eatnig in themselves a sort of inferiority complex.

these sermons and articles and speeches are for 
Ver telling' us that congregations are smaller, and 

the churches are losing ground. Perhaps that 
Jj the reason why we have become so depressed 
;,°Ut ehurchgoing. Anyhow, it is an odd thing 
■ ‘ 1 So many people should care that nobody cares 

;r/0l't Christian worship. So I chuckle a little as I
So 011 

But, 
>01!

my way.”
soft, awhile,”  as Shakespeare puts it. The

s chuckle does not dispose of the matter. The 
r<vpr °ZGTl People who complain to the canon do not 
0pin0i* “ t the whole nation, but they do represent the 

*?n °f members of his church. Their distress
>  be rcal, that the faith of their fathers is beingj kuai kuv xuivii \jx ----- o
tl>eyfarded the rising generation. As laymen 
as *> lave not the same financial reasons for chuckling

thej / '  canon himself.
chuckles best who chuckles last. After sug-

all p-11®' ^lat complaints as to the decay of religion are
gesti„

much baby-talk, the Canon eats his own words.s0 : 
says
.o 'To get these good folk back into the churches 

my judgment, only a question of time and ofis> 111
method.”

t lj^  you, the good people who told the Canon that 

Vverichurches were emptying were hysterical folk, and
pitj creating an inferiority complex. The Canon 
lat  ̂ them, and sought to soothe them. Yet a little 
s°Hs *'e *S rnab*n8' plans to get back these prodigal 
illlit and daughters. It is enough to put an Egyptian 
U ri^ y  bito a rebellious humour. For there is a most 
W 'hng air of facing-both-ways in Canon Elliott’s 
is und more than a note of patronage. There

l,. ,so an echo of the Oxford University manner,
tli,°Ch
” *'cb has been jocosely described as the attitude of

h,
¡e

0 mtlier than satisfy other readers of more virile

wistian Trinity addressing a bug. It will prob 
t(>*y ,)c grateful to the sentimentalists who still clinj 

name of Christian, but I imagine it will irri

£|ligcnce.
5  ̂ ,ke that placid dachshund which Mark Twain 
i( 1,1 the possession of a sportsman who was taking 
bitte'1 *° ^unt w'bl elephants, Canon Elliott lacks
tio: r'iess. He also lacks other things as his perora-

U suggests
” The masses of our people do believe in God,

though there are perplexities that they would give 
much to have explained.”

This is beautiful and ineffectual nonsense. Uni
tarians believe in a god, but “  the Book of Common 
Prayer ”  of the Church of England states in unmis- 
takcable language, the awful fate that awaits such 
monsters of iniquity. Mohammedans believe in a god. 
Hindoos and South Sea Islanders believe in “  plenty 
much ”  gods. Since this matter can be pursued, it 
is terrible to think of the mess that Canon Elliott has 
made in his endeavour to be childlike and bland. He 
follows the beaten track of theologians in talking of 
mysteries, which is simply an old subterfuge to cover 
the retreat of a defender of the faith.

Mysteries, forsooth ! And Canon Elliott has not 
illuminated them with his camouflage of controversy. 
Wishing to keep his religion in mystery or obscurity, 
he objects to explanations. He cannot tolerate that 
men should talk of these things too pointedly. Even 
if the critics are right, the subject is taboo. The 
older theologians of the Ages of Faith were definite; 
the modern defenders of the faith are indefinite. With 
each increase of our knowledge of Nature the sphere 
of the supernatural is lessened, and the power of 
Priestcraft lessened with it. That is the real reason 
why all the Churches are losing ground, and have 
very slender hope of recovering it. The official form 
of religion in this country is the Protestant Reformed 
Church, which is the State Church of England by law 
established. Parliament made it, and Parliament can 
unmake it. It is only a matter of time, for one day it 
will be both disestablished and disendowed.

Mimnermus.

Leo Tolstoy.

(Continued from page 48/).)
Up to fifty years of age Tolstoy was a happy mail. 
It is true that he had led a dissolute life as a young 
man, gambling, getting drunk, consorting with 
loose women of the town; but that was the normal 
practice of the aristocratic youths of Russia, and dis
counted as such. When however, at the age of 
thirty-four, he married Sophia Belirs, aged nineteen, 
he gave up this dissipated life, settled down to a quiet 
family life, and began his great novel War and Peace, 
to be followed by Anna Karenina.

After the publication of these works, Tolstoy had 
everything a man could wish for. His novels 
brought him fame. They were translated into every 
cultured language, and he was hailed as the greatest 
writer of his age. Even before this, while lie was an 
artillery officer in the Russian Army, the Czar had 
been attracted by some writing of his in a periodical, 
and had communicated with his superior officers con
cerning him. His writings also brought him great 
wealth. His wife loved him, and what is more, in
stead of being jealous of the time he spent in literary 
work, as the wives of many literary men are prone to 
be, was as much interested in his work as he was him
self; urging him on when he became idlei as he often 
did; giving advice, which he often saw was good, and 
making fair copies of all his writings. No small 
labour, for she wrote and re-wrote War and Peace 
seven times before Tolstoy was satisfied with it, and 
it is a very long novel, consisting, in one edition, of 
two thousand pages. Dent’s, who arc noted for their 
cheap publications, have had to issue it in three 
volumes, each of which is longer than an ordinary 
novel. It is certain, that but for the help of his wife, 
Tolstoy’s literary output would have been consider
ably curtailed. When we reflect upon the many 
authors whose wives have been a hindrance rather 
than a help, we must agree that Tolstoy was singn-
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larly fortunate. “  For sixteen years out of liis two- 
and-eighty,”  says Stefan Zweig, “  from the time of 
his wedding until he has finished the novels War and 
Peace and Anna Karenina, Tolstoy is content with 
himself and his work. For thirteen years, from 1865 
to 1878, even the diary, the warder of his conscience, 
is dumb. Tolstoy, happily immersed in the task of 
composition, is no longer watching himself, and is 
satisfied with watching the world.”  3 If Mepliis- 
topheles, or a good fairy, had suddenly appeared and 
offered to grant him a wish, he would not have known 
what to wish for. In one of his letters, says Zweig, 
we read the bold assertion : “  My happiness is with
out alloy.”  Then something snapped :—

Suddenly, betwixt night and morning, all these 
things became meaningless, worthless. This dili
gent man conceived a loathing for his work. He 
became estranged from his wife, grew indifferent to 
his children. At night, after tossing sleepless upon 
his bed, he would wander to and fro like a sick man. 
In the day time, he sat before his writing-table star
ing into vacancy, unable to put pen to paper. Once 
he rushed upstairs and locked his fowling piece 
away, being fearful lest he should turn the weapon 
against himself . . . Tolstoy had glimpsed the noth
ing that lies behind things. Something had given 
way in his soul, a crack opened, a narrow black 
fissure; and he had no choice, in his panic fear, 
but to go on staring through it into this void, this 
unnamable nothing, this nihil, this nullity, this not- 
self that stretches alien and cold and dark and in- 
palpablc, as background to a life pulsing with warm 
blood; he had no choice but to contemplate the 
nothing which is the eternal framework of our tran
sitory existence . . .  In the four-and-fiftieth year of 
a life that was exercising a worldwide influence, 
Tolstoy for the first time perceived this great noth
ing, its recognition being his share in the universal 
human lot. Thenceforward to the day of his death, 
he continued to stare unceasingly into the vacancy, 
the inpalpable void that lies behind existence. 
Stefan Zweig: Adepts in Self-Portraiture. pp. 
212-2T4

It was a stampede of terror from the goal of an
nihilation : “  a crudely animal, a barbaric terror; 
with a violent revulsion, a hurricane of fear, a panic 
revolt against death. When lie shrinks from the in
evitable, it is not as a thinking man, not as one en
dowed with a virile and heroic spirit.”  (p, 234.) 
But he shrinks, like a slave from the branding iron.

The reader will have noticed that this revulsion of 
feeling came to Tolstoy in his fifty-fourth year. The 
age when a man reaches his elimateric, commonly 
known as “  the change of life,”  which generally sets 
in between fifty and sixty years of age; when the 
energies, both mental and physical begin to run down. 
Many people, when they reach this phase of life, are 
seized with an uncontrolable nausea, or disgust of 
life, so violent that it often leads to suicide. There 
are more suicides per million of the population, during 
this period than during any other period of the human 
life. We often see recorded in the daily papers, 
cases, of men, City men of good repute, with hosts 
of friends, and of great wealth, who suddenly, with
out any apparent reason, suddenly put an end to their 
lives, to the intense surprise of their friends and rela
tives. This phase of life is well known to the 
medical profession, who are often called upon to pre
scribe for it.

Tolstoy, however, who disliked all science, and 
especially medical science; seems to have been 
quite ignorant of these facts, at least we. 
have never seen any allusion to them in any of his 
writings, and took his feelings at their face value. 
As Zweig remarks, that which happened to Tolstoy,

3 Stefan Zweig : Adepts in Self-Portraiture, p. 273.

cd
-as nothing 
it :

tensity : “  What happened was nothing more —  ̂ ^

his sudden turning from art to religion, which 
so inexplicable to his contemporaries, waŝ  no
abnormal, the only thing unusual about it lS its >«’

than the

inevitable adaptation of the bodily organism to 
approach of old age, the climateric change '  ^  
occurs in artists just as in other men : ‘ Life s 
still and grew sinister,’ it is thus that he form11, -
the beginning of the crisis. At fifty he has rcaclie(1

the ‘ dead point,’ the formative capacity 0 ,
plasma begins to decline, and the soul tends to P . 
rigid.”  A  chill feeling of anxiety, a terrible <r 
of the future disquiets his thoughts. .. 0(

All his world-wide fame, all his wealth, and ti  ̂
nobility fail to relieve his agony, they have all tu  ̂
to dust and ashes, it is in this crisis that he tun 
religion. The religion of Jesus Christ.

W.
(To be continued.)

Religious Liberty in the 
United States.

The majority of the American people think tlud
Federal Constitution guarantees absolute 
liberty, an idea which they have probably learned

t!i£
rclig>0̂  

;d fro"1

tioflevangelist preachers; but nothing could ,
erroneous. The First Amendment to the Consti p. 
forbids congress to make any law respecting aU 
lislmient of religion, or prohibiting the free eXC ..; 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech or the 1 ^  
but this Amendment does not apply to the States, v ^  
are left to establish as many .State religions aS cry
might choose to establish, a different religion k>r cVs0, 
State, if the voters of each State should see fit to .jc

It was fortunate for civilization that the tiieocril
tl>e

government did not acquire a permanent footing 1,1 ̂
United States; and its failure to do 
largely due to the zeal displayed by

so
tlieoC1#

-cd-
to the extent of the power they 
Trior to the adoption of the • Federal Constd11̂ .
some of the Colonies or .States, had enacted laws rcT|)CJ 
ing an establishment of religion. They also preSC ti,e 
religious doctrines and precepts, imposed taxes ^ ec(i 
support of churches regardless to the religious ,4. 
of the taxpayers, prescribed penalties for failure £|). 
tend public worship; and in some cases, prescribe flj 
tertaining heretical opinions. But this condit*0 fC, 
things was unsatisfactory. The obnoxious laws vVC’ro,)ie 
pealed, and there was full religious liberty at the ]̂£ 
of the adoption of the Federal Constitution. ji
States were distrustful as to what Congress might- < 
allowed to legislate on the subject of religi°n> \|,c 
demanded the first Amendment as protection again*  ̂
experiences through which they had passed. The ‘ 
constitutions arc not materially different irota e 
Federal on the subject of religious liberty. In only ¡. 
of them (that of N.H.) is there to be found any disc'rl 
nation in favour of any religious sect. , pt

The clergy have always been hostile to the libcl 
speech and of the press, recognizing them as the'1 j,, 
worst enemies; and they have been more success'1 ^  
controlling them than in any other country in the "  j,, 
which is supposed to enjoy liberty. Klliott’s bo0. .̂  ̂
defence of popular freedom, and Calcf’s book crit'c l' j() 
Cotton Mather, were publicly burned in Cambridg"^ 
colonial times; and from that time to the present  ̂
the press, with few exceptions, has never been fi'cC 
clerical control. ctstri

Senator Norris, in a recent speech in the United > ‘ ¡0 
Senate, charged that the “  power trust ”  was aba" y, 
buy up the press of the United States. Where has l̂{ 
been all of his life that he does not know tin** ,ef 
churches own it ? And how can he expect the P" jje 
trust to be able to deal with such a combination- ^4 
said, among other things : “  God knows that we c‘j¡d 
have a free country without a free press.”  But l^ j 's
not say when and where God told him this.
residence has not been known since he left Tenia11 ri"4
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He
People11 ’

//", Properly be supposed to be among his "chosen
. seeking the “ first of thy ripe fruits, and 

thy Hquors." Tcman is probably bone /T -  arc goon 
Street corner orators who attack re >, _

s'lenced. The blasphemy laws are / fiec-
P°5e, but commercial transactions are . he is
,!vc if such an orator has much o • an(j  an ex-
'alde to become a pillar post of ^  c boycott  is
pounder of its doctrines; and tli drives them
a'ways ready for hostile newspapers, w „ îrjstjanjty, of 

bankruptcy before very long-course, « —  ■t

mto

for t u meails trouble wherever it goes, being designed
nat Purpose.
h the son of man shall send forth his angels, and

‘bny shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
a that do inic 
E fire; there si

„  . - — ‘tau. ' (Matthew xiii. 38-42.)
Wltchr- -

nd, and them that do iniquity; and shall cast them 
urnace 

,nK of teeth.1
mto ; - wiv.ul mat uu iniquity , anti suuu nivm

urnace of fire; there shall be wailing and guash-

that tj] CS ail(̂  fa k e r s  were among the first “ things” 
out of ? / ""^ s found in the New World to be "gathered 
the \v;t /  kingdom.”  Both Father and Son well knew 
shait Cles- ’Pile Father had made the law, "Thou 
legi011s° f su®er a witch to live,”  and the son had cast 
knew *1 êv^s °ut °f them ages before either of them
Ho r,u  ̂ there was a New World. And there could be
Were /  1011 ,as to what should be donfe with those who 
liaiw.,°Untk iu Boston and Salem. The Puritan angels 

'vi V entk"Seven °f them, and had many more in 
• 1 lng for trial, when charges of witchcraft, in-

cut0l
Itln- o —» ma,, ■ ■ ------ —
,r tlle friends and families of the clerical prose-

'vas 1̂ 111 the nefarious work, were made. Then there 
"'ere r".nd‘ng and gnashing of teeth.”  The prisoners 
for ‘ ^ d  without trial, and no more indictments 
the i,„̂  lcraft were found; but none of the property of 
"'as 

Tl

'"¡tch:
Unfortunate victims, which had been confiscated, 

‘ " / r / ^  to their relatives, 
that 0f 'Uâ ers stoo<l on a slightly different footing from 
Jehoy-i / le witches. There was no prescribed law in 
hacj 1 s Code for putting them to death, although they 
the ba 11Inittcd a serious offence. They had come under 
c°ntra U Haul for preaching doctrines that were
to ai] /  to the Established Church, something forbidden 

gels from heaven.
ot,/ llt though we, or nti angel from heaven, preach any 

. r gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
Hut ° '° U’ H'ra bo accursed.” (Gal. i. 8.)

U p « -  angels from the earth, in tlieir zeal to clean 
iueill(]e kihgdom for tlieir Master, hung several Quakers, 
¡n lTJi °ue woman (Mary Dyer), before the difference 
bUjii ? *aw was noticed. So they changed the inode of 
Witl!,lment from hanging to boring of their tongues, 
banis]10t ¡tons; beating them through the public streets, 
Prop'!"«' them from the community, confiscating their 
is s . %  and selling them into slavery. Cotton Mather 
ffitin . Have been anxious to capture a ship-load of 
tW  ’] ''—fading- Wm. Penn, for the slave market when 
fefers nnded in Pennsylvania. His letter on the subject 

* to Penn as the “ chief scamp.” 
k’as ĉr Williams was a Baptist, and, like the Quakers, 
"’erellIlĉ r the ban of Paul for preaching doctrines that 
S ;  Contrary to the Established Church. So they 
lnS u ! Clrhim in.t0 a wilderness, where lie lived with the 
" W  , for a time> eventually reaching Rhode Island,

Cre lie, - established a church of his own; and 011c of
Ascendants, the late Senator, Geo. F. Hoar, was asleep*.

bad 1C’ wbo did not “  love the Lord Jesus,”  as Paul 
^ jo in e d  all to do.

apj /  e these things were in progress in Massachusetts, 
before that time, the rest of the world in which 

"■ as . -n ity  had had undisputed control of education, 
'V t / 111—<1 into a slaughter house in propagating the 
hop/11«  said to have been handed down to posterity 
kHa\- a Jewish carpenter, through a dozen fools and 
Cate • ’ vv'th whom lie is said to have been associated in 
top,//S' fish from a small lake. The creation of such a 
lish —1 of things shows what education will accomp- 
Cajj’, \1 ye one man absolute control of education, and he 
'"to ? .nS the world under his feet, and most of its wealth 
1- - lls pocket; and the worst menace to civilizationto.
of t / 1 ai'd the saddest commentary on the intelligence 
tli/1—. times in which we live, is the fact that most of 
Pr0,j ueational facilities are under the control of the 

Pa&andists of this same Jewish carpenter; and the

most astounding feature of the situation is, that not one 
of the historians and philosophical writers who lived con
temporaneously with him, and in the same vicinity, 
knew anything about him, the wonderful things that he 
is said to have done not having attracted their attention, 
which ought to be sufficient proof to all rational minds 
that no such things ever took place.

The trial, conviction, and execution of a part of the 
witches who had been indicted, and the release, without 
trial of the rest, when the friends and families of the 
clerical prosecutors became involved, did not create a 
favourable impression on the public mind. The clergy 
were looked upon with suspicion, but some went further 
than that by asking the question : “  Is God a fool, or is 
the Bible a lie?” The same question had troubled John 
Wesley when he said that to give up belief in witch
craft was to give up belief in the Bible. Where brains 
are not soaked into sawdust with superstition, the human 
mind is logical. The witchcraft prosecutions, therefore, 
were influential, to a certain extent, in throwing off the 
theocratic yoke in the United States.

From the beginning, Christianity taught the divine 
right of kings to rule, and declared disobedience to their 
orders to be a sin for which eternal punishment would 
be inflicted upon the disobedient, the purpose being 
clerical rule of the State. The babblings of Christ 
about his kingdom that he was going to establish within 
the generation in which he lived, and who was to be 
“  first ”  in it, were political harangues merely, seeking 
political power. lie  seems to have forgotten his rela
tionship to the Iloly Ghost at about that time. And his 
lamentation because he had not been able to get the 
Jewish people together under his leadership, “  as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings,”  was an ex
pression of political disappointment. The Jews, of 
course, could not accept him as their leader, since their 
promised Messiah was to be a descendant of David, and 
not of the Holy Ghost. Paul also illustrates, quite 
forcibly, the Christians’ desire for political power:—

“ Let every soul be subject to the higher powers. 
For there is no power but God : the powers that be arc 
ordained of God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the 
power resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that re
sist shall receive to themselves damnation.” (Romans 
xiii. 1, 2.)

Gipsy Smith voiced the same sentiments when he told 
a Boston audience recently to “  let the Lord have his 
way with them.”  Christians, like the Royalists of 
France, never forget anything, and never learn any
thing. It is always the same story with them :—

“ Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
forever.” (Heb. xiii. 8.)

In bis essays on government, John Locke showed that 
kings ruled by the consent of the governed, and not by 
divine right. Thomas Paine advanced the same doctrine 
in his essay entitled Common Sense; and Jefferson set 
it forth most forcibly in the Declaration of Independence.

In 1785, the Legislature of Virginia passed an Act 
drawn by Jefferson, denying the right of the civil 
authority to interfere with religious worship, except to 
check “  overt acts against peace and good order.”  And 
two years later, the Federal Constitution was framed, 
which ignored God altogether.

By Statute of 1862, Congress abolished polygamy in 
the territories, prescribing penalties for its practice. 
Under this Statute, a member of the “  Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints ”  was convicted of the crime 
of polygamy. He pleaded in defence the Holy Bible, 
with its record of polygamy; his belief therein; his 
church creed, enjoining polygamy upon its male mem
bers as a means of escaping “  damnation in the life to 
come ” ; and a revelation from God to Joseph Smith, 
founder of his Church. By writ of error, he brought his 
case before the Supreme Court of the United States for 
review.

Citing as authority the definition of religious liberty 
given in the Preamble to the Virginia .Statute of 1785, 
the Court sustained the conviction, rejecting all of the 
defences pleaded, and holding that the civil authority 
could interfere with religious worship, notwithstanding 
the First Amendment to the Federal Constitution, in 
case of "  overt acts against peace and good order.” 
(Reynolds v. United States, 98 U.S. 145.)
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This Statute was passed in order to check the evil con
sequences which flow from plural marriages, illegitimate 
children being the most odious feature which the Statute 
was intended to remedy. But what of divorces granted 
by the holy rota, thus rendering illegitimate citizens 
who are not residents of the country in which the court 
exercising such jurisdiction is held ? Is there anything 
“  against peace and good order ”  about that ? Father 
Duffy and “  A l.”  Smith say not; and on similar reason
ing, the same learned gentlemen justify the deposition 
of Queen Elizabeth from the English Throne by one of 
the Popes ; and they would, of course, have justified 
King John’s deed of England to another Pope for the 
recited consideration of “  the remission of our sins,”  if 
they had been invited to discuss the subject.

Remission of sin is a very lucrative business ; but it 
is to be regretted that each nation cannot take care of its 
own sinners. E- \V. Piiilbrick.

Week’s Mills, Maine, U.S.A.

B ooks and L ife.

Gissing and Voltaire, a strange couple, had hopes that 
music might be used to good advantage in improving 
the human race. The power of music is a good subject 
for study if the student can disentangle himself from 
the jargon that is flung at him by the facile critic, as 
full of high-sounding words and phrases as Mr. 
Micawber. Music, to the ordinary listener is good, 
poor, or bad—an analysis of the feelings might reveal 
some reasons for the individual likes and dislikes. The 
martial mind prefers the military band; the artistic 
temperament likes the mixed orchestra of strings, reeds 
and brass. Again, the sensitive person may be quite 
satisfied with the harmonies from a harp and a few 
violins. It is all a question of taste. A private 
orchestra is beyond the reach of the majority, but, in 
our opinion the next best thing is a good gramophone 
and some good records, if, for various reasons, instru
mental methods are not available. The gramophone 
has received the same amount of abuse as the Ford car, 
but the various improvements of the former have gradu
ally worn down the opposition, and dislike has 
finally disappeared before the wide and extensive choice 
of records. The owner of the gramophone can command 
his or her own programme, and also can minister to any 
mood. And this, my readers, is by way of introduction 
to a few notes on records, for you will see that I have 
carefully covered this divagation by the third word of 
the title of this scries. I have always regarded this 
series in the nature of the little silver ornaments on 
cakes— my other colleagues do all the hard work in 
making the cake palatable.

Some time ago “ The Pines of Rome”  was sent over 
the wireless, and it made an impression that was not 
forgotten. It may be that a particular love of trees had 
something to do with it, but, nevertheless, an oppor
tunity came along to get this selection, and the pleasure 
can now be had and repeated, for it is available in the 
Columbia records played by the Milan Symphony 
Orchestra. The series is in six parts on three discs; 
the work is described as musical views or landscapes, 
and no one will quarrel about the names if genuine 
pleasure is the result. Part i is supposed to be the im* 
pression of children at play in the pine groves of the 
Villa Borgliese, and although the songs are Italian they 
have an affinity with our own children’s ditties that 
may tempt one to think that diversity of tongues was 
some device to separate the human family—until music 
came to the rescue. Part 2 takes us to the Pines near 
the Catacombs; Part 3 is a slight change, but the melody 
becomes sweeter, and one may marvel at the skill of 
the composer, at the interwoven airs making him a near 
neighbour of Wagner. Part 4 is idyllic— and here the 
similarity to Wagner is more marked—the Idyll of 
Siegfried is recalled. When Nietzsche turned on Wagner 
he had even a liking left for this beautiful composition. 
This particular record may also be had in the Columbia 
series. Part 5 is descriptive of thfc Pines of the Appian 
Way, and Part 6 is a continuation. Respighi recalls in

these two pieces the splendour of Roman conques > 
triumph. Throughout, the tramp of hundreds 0 
can be heard, together with the closely-imitated
of ancient military brass instruments. The whole ''

-V, and the
a puP'1 0

is the result of a dive in the waters of history, and ,
composer, who at one time of his studies was

this »ag'Rimsky-Korsakov, has given us of his best in -- ^
nificent work. It will not appeal to everybody--1 
to be heard a few times to be liked, but we may 
thanked by music lovers for this note.

Another record of quite a different kind is “ Memo'1 
of Tchaikowsky,”  Columbia. The “ Danse des 
litons ”  is the Russian at his lightest and brigmc ’ 
“ None but the Weary Heart” is exquisite, and s"Per,c)1 

J. H. Squire Celeste Octet. Beet110'played by the j. a.*. t u n « .
once said that “ he who understands the meaning 0 
music shall be free from the miseries that afflict 0 
men.”  With Tscliaikowsky in “ None but the ” c'(rj1 
Heart,”  it seems that he touches the intellect tbr°û  
the emotions, and bids the listener to weigh up , 
things in life that matter. They are not many-—8 
health, a serene conscience, contentment with each 11 ^  
and not wishing that the world was different. The 1 
record is noisy but tuneful— a lot for money as it " 
but our genius was not content to have small views, g 
sound them on a triangle. With mastery, he could a 
follow Mendlessohn in a dance of fairies. Your r l 
boire for this, also mv readers’.

W illiam

Acid Drops.

re-
A ray of light in many directions is thrown by 

mark of the Daily Express writer on the present P° „ 
tion of the Cinema industry. He says that the “ talk1 • 
are not supplanting the silent film, because “  clll,tj 
masses ”  do not understand more than half of what 
see and hear. Fifty per cent are “ morons”—ad 
with the intelligence of a child. And all films that ^  
pire to wide commercial success must be fitted to

The editor of the E*PfC'intelligence of the cou1'must have been off his guard to have passed that 
mciit. It throws so much light 011 the huge c'r(c,"\i] 
tions of newspapers, for instance. If wc read, . c 
papers that aspire to wide commercial success inust 
fitted to the intelligence of the moron,” we have an ' 

anation of the type of articles that appear, and to 
present quality of the popular press. We have bc  ̂
saying, in substance, for years of the popular PrC. 
what is now said of the cinema. There is a mass of 11 
developed intelligence, and of brains that are incaP3 jj 
of development, and the newspapers are out to exf" 
them. The motto is “ better a thousand pennies h0 j 
morons than a hundred from intelligent people.”  
they all have votes.

On the same day, on which we take the opinion cH£i1, 
July 29, we find on the back of the Daily Chronic j 
there is a picture of Canon Bullock-Webster, rector 
St. Michael Royal, College Hill, blessing a motor- ĵ 
and its owner. The occasion was the feast of 1 j 
Christopher, patron saint of travellers. It is evide  ̂
that “  morons ”  are not confined to cinema attendant ' 
How else are we to explain the blessing of a motor-ca ' 
and the picture of it in a daily paper. Evidently tbci"- 
people expect something to follow from the blessing’ 
and quite certainly only an undeveloped intelligeI1,c 
could expect that much. And both Canon Bull01'1'. 
Webster and the owner of the car have votes. Tba 
type of hrain must be a valuable asset when it dea * 
with political and social affairs. And politicians rcas°' 
much as do the Cinema and newspaper owners. “  E 
want votes we must keep our eyes on the moron3, 
Tn almost any constituency they may w-cll be tb£
deciding factor. In religion they are unquestionabu 
so.

Someone has been writing about “  barnacled mind3 
By a coincidence, the article appears at a time wl|c"
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of Go,!' ̂orin's'  journals are full of the utterances of men 
assemhled in pious conference.

b°ys a5t S ^'e ,nu5? ”  is a newly invented game for 
We hav ■ • - • •

^August

e a suspicion that it is not exactly un- 
We are irrestistably reminded: C c‘° -m e adults.

Mother Parson writing to another : “  Dear Friend, 
yourself .k i'as removed to your district. Bring 

0 bis notice with all speed.”

the oul'V̂ C ®can Inge says : “  Bishops and deans arc 
ênth-ĉ - '¡1Cn wko keep to " lc beautiful old seven- 

of reini^rUry dress-” This serves the useful purpose 
deans a n People that the notions disseminated by 
of tlu'c “lshops are centuries behind the best thought 

1S present ao-e.

that:^ authority of the Rev. Geo. A. McNeil, we learn 
To

Anicrf *e Pilgrims, more than any other group.
cepts Cf to"day owes a debt of gratitude for the con- 
°f 0 *kose ideas which are the underlying principles 
that t) ^overnment of the United States . . . We realize 
it aii worked, they loved, they suffered, but through 
civic • were inspired by a high ideal—the ideal of 
kn0\vS fTCU a-S r®bgi°us liberty. 

s5cure *t ' .  Pilgrim Fathers emigrated in order to 
UnderSf lc i’berty denied them in England. But we 
dvic_ Sond. 'bat they esteemed liberty—religious and 
Ir-St t]]e highly that they measured it out meagrely, 
f°r tile , suPply run short. This may possibly account 

of r°d^ e with the Quakers, and also for the pass- 
day ar c ' Plue Laws,”  for which many Americans to- 

deeply grateful.

Mr,
"d >f Price Bell says : “  We are going to get
tytnbois o'llkc iediugs, warlike thoughts, and warlike 

very j 'bis direction the Church will no doubt 
^aii'i le‘pful. It will not need to go outside its own 
a"(l hj n ° ,nako a start. For instance, there are prayers 
''they c ns Praising battle or embodying war sentiments 
r°ul(f —"'d be either eliminated or else purged. Priests 
ships l°P blessing war-banners and christening war- 
Artoy ld also cease their official connexion with the 
s°cia] j ' ,t* Navy. They might also stay away from all 
"atit fip I1C*'otls in which fighting-men are the predomi- 

hurcs. This will do just as a commencement.
Al] r -----

discoveries, says Sir William Bragg, have 
(,n t]|0 at e by men who did their work for the fun of it. 

iaCn°l''er band, the great discovery of God was made 
Who feared the unknown, 

br. ¡5, -----
v'i'tcrl , Ser bas written a guinea book as a thesis sub-J.utcd f
“tivgj. ,°r the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the 
'he 0 °f London. The title does not appear to 

^riooked anything—like the tripper’s portman-
All qo bristian Unity : Its History and Challenge in 
' ^hrw'rnun'°ns, in all Lands,” An extract from it— 
''cl,;,,^tlan r
'ba' jjgriAal momentum built up by waves and eddies
Mli,,  ̂ re-union can only come as a result of a com

il momentum built up by waves and eddii 
ft̂ Ve bad their beginnings on a thousand shores1 Ofil u ic ti in n in g  a on  u uiuusanu biiuieis

''■ Ip j,p Inake the case-hardened Freethinker say, ‘ ‘God 
|"ade o0.l!°sophy ! ”  At the same time, if the moon was 
lQ\v ]rj green cheese it would be interesting to know 

a' tlje 11 ̂  'be population of this world could live on it 
V , vratc of 4 ozs. per day for each individual—this is 

y -ggested as a further thesis.
ti *̂ be p
, °lo'r' CV' bW- Ritson wants more money devoted to 

l *’urp]j1Ca! training-colleges, because the Methodist 
'lro tr . Will “  never get anywhere ”  unless its ministers 

of ,l.ned '°  be keen and alert in mind. For the bene- 
!°se who might wonder why mentally keen and 

s°n ex 11,Ul.s' crs should suddenly be necessary, Dr. Rit- 
Y| ains (according to a report) th at:—  

of le aPPeal of Methodism is to all sorts and conditions 
Un|u'cn\ ®u'  those who can be reached by a shallow, 

.at '"king evangelism are getting fewer every day.
' At C)e°ms an expensive sort of nuisance to the Metlio- 
• la 't i^ b !  We gather from Dr. Ritson’s statements 

by j e "leas, the language, and the methods employed 
' lls and the Apostles, as recorded in the Holy

Book, make little or no impression in these days. 
There happens to be—unfortunately for the Church— 
more education abroad in the land. Scientific knowledge 
is more easily available; and also, intelligence and the 
critical faculty have been quickened. All these things 
make the parson’s job a harder one, and he needs to 
be made more ready for his task. Hence the plea for 
more money to raise the parson to the general mental 
level of the age. What is curious is that the things 
which seem disadvantageous to the Churches are ad
vantageous to Freetliouglit. An impartal philosopher 
might, we suggest, discover much food for thought in 
that fact.

The letter from the Archbishops, which was read in 
all Anglican churches the other Sunday, declared 
th a t:—

Among our own people, not least among the young, 
there are many who are perplexed by difficulties or 
haunted by the fear that new knowledge is shaking the 
foundation of their Faith. To them the Church owes a 
two-fold duty. It must give them in fuller measure, 
chances of learning what the Christian Faith really is. 
It must show them that through new light thrown upon 
the Bible, and new discoveries of science rightly under
stood, we are reaching a new knowledge of God and of 
His ways of revealing Himself»

It is very comforting to know that at long last the 
Church has determined to tell its adherents what the 
Christian Faith “ really is.”  But, really, it seems 
rather a pity to depart from the venerable practice 
of telling them what it really is not. Again, we are 
rather anxious to know why God should be ignoring his 
priests and revealing new knowledge of himself and 
liis ways through men of science mainly. This makes 
a lot of hard work for the priests, hustling the Church’s 
creaking machinery to catch up with Science.

At last a parson has discovered why churches are 
getting emptier. Canon R. \V. Longley, of Norwich, 
tells the Daily Mail that peristent caricaturing of the 
clergy on the stage has been “ one of the most insidious 
factors in emptying the places of worship.”  He argues 
that, as the Supreme Authority is heard and is wor
shipped in churches, “  what respect can there be for 
Authority, whose exponents are portrayed as something 
less than manly?”  We fancy the Canon is seeing evil 
where lie ought to be discerning good. Persistent ex
posure of parsonic weaknesses has no doubt induced 
many parsons to get shut of them, and to acquire better 
characteristics. Surely the Canon must realize that?

.Says the Headmaster of Eton : “  The real thing you 
learn at school is how you are going to get on with one 
another.”  If this is so, we are doubtful whether some 
of the well-known schools are imparting the right 
method. With some, this takes the form of encourag
ing intellectual timidity. To “ get on ”  well with your 
fellows, you keep your opinions to yourself, you avoid 
all discussion on topics likely to excite controversy, and 
you never by any.chance say or do anything contrary 
to the orthodox notions of mediocraey. These appear 
to be some of the unwritten precepts understood in 
many schools. Perhaps this helps to explain why a 
large number of public men are so very timid about ex
pressing openly their real opinions. Urbanity or dis
simulation or silence may be useful in the art of “ getting 
on ”  with other people, but they are hindrances to free
dom of thought and speech, upon which depends all 
true progress in regard to intellectual matters and social 
institutions.

Of the Boy Scout Movement, a weekly journal says 
that, when started, the Movement had one thing dis
tinguishing it from other organizations for boys—the 
absence of the words Don’t and Must Not. For instance, 
the Scout Law says, “  A Scout’s honour is to be 
trusted,”  instead of saying, “  A Scout must not lie, 
steal, or cheat.”  This no doubt came as an agreeable 
surprise to many scouts accustomed to dreary recitals 
of the Christian Ten Commandments in Sunday-school. 
Another welcome surprise must have been to find them
selves not regarded as naturally bad—full of “  original 
sin ” — as the adult orthodox Christian view had led
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them to believe they were. Perhaps we might add that 
the Scout movement appeals to modem youth because 
the movement embodies many primitive and non- 
Christian notions and ideals, with a sprinkling of 
modern ideas. This may be news to the Chief Scout, 
who is an observer and a practical psychologist rather 
than a philosopher. And it is not said in condemna
tion ; some of the ideals are sound and wholesome 
enough. We are inclined to fancy that many of the 
sloppy products of chapel Sunday-schools have learnt 
to be manly and wholesome by contact with the Scout 
Movement.

continue for long. By means of propaganda, P >a. 
ignorance can be removed. Also, the ncecl 0 a 
gogic timidity will become less evident; foi 1C ^ fe. 
growing tendency, owing to Freetliought activi y,  ̂
gard mental cowardice with contempt. Nor in̂ Sare in- 
forgotten that the majority of parents nowadays ^  
different to religion and ignore the Churches, a 
threfore not in sympathy with the parson’s aim 0 ^  p[ 
the school a client-producing factory in the ni e ^  
their profession. Altogether, we feel sure tha , ^
near future, the “  ghost of Secularism ” will 
walking and scaring the parsons.

In a discussion as to whether the face and hands 
should be the only human portions to be exposed to 
view, a newspaper reader favours covering up all— 
human bodies are “ distressingly hideous!”  As the 
Bible tells us that God made man in his own image, 
that sounds suspiciously like blasphemy! But this 
aside, people who take the view that the human body 
is hideous and too nasty for the eye to see, reminds us 
that Christian notions linger long. Thus have argued 
generation upon generation of Christian believers ment
ally twisted by the Holy Bible. In days to come, doc
tors and philosophers will not be afraid to tell the world 
how great was the physical and mental degradation 
caused by such unwholesome Christian notions. The 
renaissance of pagan intellectual ideas saved civilization 
in the Age of Faith. By the look of things, the re
naissance of pagan ideas in regard to health and the 
body will save this and future generations from physical 
deterioristion. “  A sound mind in a sound body ”— that 
noble pagan conception has been dead for nineteen 
hundred years of Christian centuries. It is rising again 
now that the Christian religion is dying.

Mr. George Jean Nathan, the American critic and 
essayist, in an interview with a Daily Mail reporter, 
throws a little light on the people known in the .States 
as “ uplifters.”  He said : “ Yes, there arc far more ob
jectionable classes in the United States than there are in 
England. There are the ‘ uplifters ’ for instance 
Those are people with an itch for publicity—people to 
whom nothing is worth while unless it gets them their 
names in the papers.”  Perhaps we may see here that 
wonderful spirit of humility absorbed from the religious 
attitude of “ the world revolves around me.”  It is to 
be hoped that some measure of safeguarding will be in
troduced so that we may be spared from the dumping of 
cranks in this country which would give us more time 
to deal with those we are already afflicted with.

In the “ Saturday Pulpit”  of the Daily News, the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Welldon is asking his ' readers the 
following question : "  But who and what is Jesus
Christ?” This for a Shepherd shows profound ignor
ance. It is as bad as a cobbler asking what is leather ? 
At the same time, it is a very poor display by a follower 
—Freethinkers could state his case better.

A “  very grateful invalid ” forwards to the B.B.C. 
heartfelt thanks for the Epilogue. Seeing that there 
are probably three times as many more non-pious in
valids than pious, why shouldn’t the B.B.C. supply a 
special closing item for their benefit? But perhaps it 
is assumed that they are of stronger mental calibre, 
and do not need special spiritual dope to sustain them 
against physical depression.

Sir Edward Elgar says the character of English 
people musically is extremely bad. Is lie judging them 
by their fondness for hymn-tunes of the “  Abide with 
me ”  kind ? -----

Dr. Lidgett recently warned Wesleyans that loo ex
tensive pressing of denominational claims in regard to 
religion in the schools may “  awaken the ghost of 
Secularism which has been laid.”  Leaving aside the 
possible elfect of pressing denominational claims, we 
should say that the “  ghost ”  has merely been put 
partly out of sight, owing to the timidity of teachers 
and to ignorance of parents as to the principle at issue. 
Nevertheless, such a state of things is not likely to

Says Sir L. A. Selby-Bigge : —
Educationists are too prone to assume that F rl 

what
•cuts
the

demand, desire, or are willing to swallow ¡5
educationalist thinks they ought to want becaus 
good for them.  ̂ , 0 of-

This point of view might interest the B.B.C., "^¡,¡0 
dain religion or nothing for listeners during c
hours on .Sundays. ■ when Toh

Ignorance exists, says Sir Josiali Stamp, " ” ' be aS 
don’t know that you don’t know things.”  It may ^  
well to mention that ignorance exists also when ^  
thinks he knows all that is worth knowing, becaus 
Bible and a parson or priest tells him so.

than
Mr. J. Bewsher declares that boys are no woi jj] 

boys used to be. We feel sure that few parsons 
agree with this. For have they not openly depl°rc oSt 
doleful fact that children to-day are growing up a 
destitute of religious knowledge? And to say 
modern boys are no worse than boys of a former gc ,y 
tion who were thoroughly doped with religion, s^ e 
implies that the earlier boys acquired no adva J| 
from Christian instruction—which is, of course, obs

A reader of the Daily Mirror asks : “  Must it nor 
very disgruntled sort of Puritan who sees uglinCS .0„ 
evil in the human body?” We think a better 
would have th u s: Must not the minds of men ^  
women who see ugliness and evil in the nnc0' ,e 
human body be ugly and evil ? And, since many P . jt 
acquire this low mentality from Holy Writ, WOO.1 j 
not be advisable to encourage more wholesome read1 «

Mr. Michael Joseph, in a book edited and entitled jof 
Autobiography of a Journalist, should be thanks 
showing the uninitiated public how the great newspaj 
view public opinion. Newspapers have now beC 
something more than a by-word, but the followiuf?  ̂
tract should be allowed to glow on its high levC 
example f

“ Here’s a murder in North London,”  said the  ̂
editor. “ You better miss the midnight edition .  

run over. Interview the widow, if you can. Get $ 
stuff for a general story—it looks like being a big ?3qCKJ 
But it can’t have more than two columns however £ 
it is.”

tutti»*The gospel of brotherly love comes front the 
taken from a report of a Wesleyan Conference $

Mr. Walter Runciman referred to the aggressive ®c 
of the Roman Catholic authorities who had de®*0 m 
that Parliamentary candidates should pledge fin3*1 p( 
aid for the repair of their schools and the building 
new schools.

In money matters Christians are just as human as o* 
people, and the test of their pious gush is their pocke

Mr.
says

Spencer Hurst, M.A., in a religious "'cC:kly-

ci
The question is how are we to explain the l31’  ̂ . i 

curative power among even the devoutest Christ»3'^  
They can comfort the sick but cannot cure them.  ̂ 1 0t 
is only one answer. We have not the faith. Wc do 1 
trust God enough nor ask God enough. rqji

Apparently, the only people God now inspires "j1 , 
curative power arc intelligent modem doctors. And ,, 

trouble much about trusting God, nor hav'^ 
And the curative ability God ^

lei*

don’t
faith, nor praying.
stows upon doctors appears to be served out quite 
partially. An Atheistic physician gets no more or 
than a pious fellow practitioner.
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• AiRERTON.—The Leicester Ghost Story appears to be a 
'noi>ey-n,aking device. We have no doubt it will suc- 
eed- These priests know the mentality of their flocks, 

Roman Catholics are more carefully trained than
and
P
testants,

■ Ĉolvin.
and so the more easily duped.

Valuer" ~~^e are not eontiuuiug the discussion with Dr. 
°Pen t ;!UhouKh t*le columns of this journal would be 
"eck ° " m ^ Re cared to use them. Will appear next

late ¿ " VS (Canada).—Sorry your communication is too 
<liScu. . Hse- One of the inconveniences of attempting a 
reaei, Sj°n at a distance *s that by the time a reply is 
,nnn; reader’s have lost touch with the original coin-

‘“cation.

satu;;,— V—too late to be of use. Why not post on

*sten I*, V— Tt *s not our place to apologise for the ex- 
And r  ° f lluinan freaks. That task belongs to the Theist. 

Is apologies make one reflect that
. . .  The Creator called God 

Has ways most remarkably odd.

\V„ i (Glasgow).—Your lecture notice reached us on
S Sda. v - t -  lat

tUrdaP in future ?
a.b._w

Ujj , e don’t know who put the Freethinker in, but if wc 
by ,, R'dge the intellectual quality of your correspondence 
box C ,CUer you write us, we should say that your letter- 

0,1 that occasion broke the record for quality.
G. Pi -r

on ,, aylor.—Sorry, your letter makes too great a demand 
e sP;'<:e at our disposal. You will note that some of 
Points have been briefly put by other correspondents.

jRxoy.
°Peiu-N  ̂ arrange lectures anywhere that a likely
the vr ‘~~Tt all depends upon the activity of local friends. 

mi? presents itself.

Tbe .< p
rclu J reethinkcr"  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
teh ” • Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

^ 0,‘ed to this office.

Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 FarringdonSir,

The Rat
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$tre t °na* •Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon 
et* London, E.C.4.

nc’xi l̂C scrvlccs' °f the National Secular Society in con- 
u'lth Secular Burial Services are required, all com-

k. '“ caffo— nx should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 
L Rosetti, giving as long notice as possible.

Jrder, ,
°l ti °r Merat,,re should be sent to the Business Manager 
a>ict'e ^ oneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4,

dll
n°t to the Editor.

r j, ,e<]Ues and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
CieJ,e Pioneer Press,”  and crossed ‘‘Midland Bank, Ltd.,‘erhUnwell Branch."
ĉtuL n°ltces must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
insert ^‘C 0U F,<ciday, or they will not be

Oldsl —̂  who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
■ ' arkir 

le»tio„.

Oy . « « s
ail ’’f f  Ling the passages to which they wish us to call

~̂ettp
Qtj ‘ s for the Editor of the " Freethinker"  should be 

l,essed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
T,‘e « r

¡1 freethinker ”  will be forwarded direct from the pub- 
0,.1 >l£ office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :— 

e year, is/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.

We must ask the indulgence of readers and corres
pondents this week. Mr. Cohen is taking a few days 
holiday—although lie lias always to take his work with 
him, even when he is away from home. But it means 
editing the paper at a distance, and that involves dis
advantages. Next week Mr. Cohen will be back at the 
office as usual.

The volume of Literary Essays, by G. W. Foote, is 
nearing completion, and we hope to publish about the 
end of September. There will be Essays on Shake
speare, Emerson, .Shelley, Keats, and others, and we 
venture to say that it will be a volume worth having 
and prizing. G. W. Foote was far and away the finest 
writer the Freetliouglit Movement ever had in this 
country', and his literary criticisms had a breadth, and 
a sanity, and human touch that made him without a 
rival. The Essay on Emerson, for instance, is one that 
none but Foote could have written. It is distinctive, 
thorough, and critically appreciative. The price of the 
volume will be 3s. 6d.

Mr. Cohen has received an invitation from the 
“ Fellowship of Youth,” to address the organization next 
Easter at Oxford. The .Secretary asks for a criticism 
of the basis of religion. As My. Cohen lias accepted the 
invitation, we think we can say, with confidence, they 
will get what they ask for.

The success of the course of lectures given by Mr. 
Cohen in the Secular Hall, Leicester, in November last 
-—since published under the title of Ereethought and 
Life, has induced the Leicester Society to venture on 
another course during the coming winter. Mr. Cohen 
has promised to visit the hall on the four Sundays in 
November. The subject has not yet been decided, but 
will be announced in due course.

In March, 1931, the Leicester Society will celebrate 
the fiftieth anniversary of the opening of the Secular 
Hall. There will be great doings on this particular 
anniversary, and the Committee hopes to accomplish by 
that time what ought to have been accomplished before 
now. The Secular Hall is a very fine building in one of 
the principle thoroughfares in Leicester, and it has for 
years provided the finest courses of lectures in the town. 
But there exists to-day a debt of £2,000, and to that end 
a Jubilee Building Fund, the object of which is to have 
the building free of debt by the time the anniversary 
arrives. We see no reason why this reasonable ambi
tion should not be gratified, and it will be if Free
thinkers do what each can to that end. Subscriptions 
towards this Fund should be addressed to Mr. J. Abbot, 
Secular Hall, Iltimberstone Gate, Leicester.

Mr. Gerald Bullett says (in Radio Times) that “ dur
ing the war I carried that prig, Marcus Aurelius, about 
with me . . . Nowadays, I know better than that.” 
This fashion of dubbiug Aurelius a “  prig ”  has caught 
on with some writers. The epithet might be justified, 
if Marcus had written the Meditations with the object 
of improving other people. But what is obvious is that 
the Meditations are the private self-debates of a sensi
tively conscientious and noble mind, anxious to beat 
out a workable code of conduct for its own guidance. 
This being the case, the epithet “ prig ”  is merely 
cheap slander. It may, of course, have been there 
priggishness that led Mr. Bullett to carry Marcus 
Aurelius round. I looked w ell; and having got over 
that dose of the disease Mr. Bullett contracts another 
form of the same complaint. But wc expect Marcus 
will survive.

Wc acquire the virtues by doing the acts. We be
come builders by building.—Aristotle.
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Some
Recent Philological Research.

F ar too little attention has been paid to the sterling 
work done by the British-Israel World Federation in 
a multitude of directions. It is not only the pioneer 
of the wonderful new science of Pyramidal Trigon
ometry-, but is also the foremost exponent of philo
logical methods.

An examination of its literature discloses the truly 
astonishing results of dogged perseverance combined 
with imaginative insight and intuition. It has, by 
philological methods, conclusively proved, “  without 
any possible shadow of doubt whatever,”  that the 
British race is, in very deed, the Lost Ten Tribes of 
Israel. In Hebrew, “  Brit ”  means “  Covenant 
“  Ish ”  means “  Man.”  Hence, the Brit-Ish are the 
Covenant—Men, legatees to the covenant made be
tween Jehovah and Abraham and Others. Again, 
Joseph’s constellational crest was a Bull; the Hebrew 
for ‘ ‘ Bul l ”  is “ Engl.”  Hence England is very 
evidently “  the land of Joseph’s children.”  We may 
note in passing that further incontestable proof can 
be found in the fact that the Englishman is every
where referred to as John Bull.

Even more astonishing are the proofs that Dan is 
the “  pathfinder of Israel,”  for this “ serpent’s trail” 
can easily be traced across the map of Europe. It is 
now a proved historical fact that this tribe, fore
doomed to wander, passed from Dan in Palestine into 
the Don country, thence by way of Dncister, Dneiper, 
and Danube to Danzig, whence they went to Den
mark. From that country they spread out fanwise, 
travelling north-west to Edinburgh and Dundee, 
south-west to Londonderry, Dundalk, and Donegal, 
and south via Doncaster to London, Dunmow, and 
Dungeness. So much is perfectly clear.

The British-Isracl World Federation has, in our 
opinion, stopped short while on the very shores of a 
veritable “ South Seas of discovery.”  Following the 
trail becomes fascinating work. None will deny the 
tremendous significance of a Danbury and three Dan- 
villes in the IJ.S.A. But Dan and his tribe went still 
further afield. We find that they made a brief in
cursion into the heart of Africa, visiting Dongola in 
the Sudan, and Danakil in Abyssinia. One might 
hazard the guess (though we philologists never guess; 
besides, there arc difficulties about Ham) that the 
Sudan itself wa9 colonized by them. In India they 
wandered far and wide, ranging from Dungarpur in 
Rajputana to Dinapur in Bihar; from Dindigal in 
Madras to Dondra in Ceylon.

It is a mistake, however, to suppose that philology 
lends its aid to geography alone. Applying the same 
principles we arc led to discover a vast amount of in
formation of a personal character about the tribe of 
Dan. Whatever his constellational crest may have 
been, it is evident to the meanest intelligence that 
Dan certainly rejoiced in a floral emblem at least—  
the dandelion. He was of sallow, or dun, com
plexion. He was careful of appearance— was, in 
fact, a dandy. We learn that in his day there were 
no barbers’ nostrums, and the whole tribe suffered 
badly from a plague of dandruff. He was a food-re
former, a one-meal-a-day man (dinner); he was a 
spirit-drinker (Dunville), and a keen business man 
(dinar and denarius). This last-named quality 
deeply impressed the Greeks, for it was in a shower 
of gold that Jove woo’d Danae.

Enough has been said to indicate the possibilities 
in this tremendously wide field of studies. We urge 
the British-Israel World Federation to still more 
fruitful efforts in this direction. Particularly do we 
commend the method of Comparative Philology which

established the identity of the Brit-Ish with the 
Covenant-Men. It is but right, of course, that 
Hebrew, the language of Paradise, should be give" 
pride of place as the basic tongue for instituting com
parison. But we humbly suggest that He who con 
fused the tongues at Babel has revealed Himself m 
other languages to such as have faith to receive the 
revelation. We may mention here, with all modesty, 
that we ourselves have made tentative excursions 
this field, and with startling results. Space forb'ds 
more than a brief indication of a Divine Revelation 
vouchsafed (we believe that is the word) to us rC‘ 
garding one of our pressing modern problems.

It is notorious that Prohibition finds most favo«r 
among religious bodies. This is not as it should 
We beg the British-Israel World Federation to set its

fA ]\'
face against an insidious campaign that, on the evi-
I U U L  « i l l  l i l 3 i u i u u a  -------

deuce we deduce below, can have emanated from 
other than the Devil Himself. For choosing f°r ^  
comparative study twTo languages separated by 
wdiole extent of Europe, namely Turkish and ™c ' 
we discovered the following remarkable phenornc 
The word “  kuru ”  in the former tongue mcn 
“  dry ” ; while “  cwrw,”  of identical pronunciati0̂  
in the latter means “  beer.”  Can any sane P®** 
deny that this is a direct command to stick to 
when one is thirsty? Wc think not.

D. jAy>

The Pope’s Green Island.

T iie Orangemen in the North of Ireland always 
sisted every attempt at giving a measure of “  I*0 
Rule ”  to the rest of the Irish people on the P 
that Home Rule would eventually end up in ,° ,i 
Rule ”  ? Any amount of Protestants in the South ^ 
portion of the “ Isle of Saints,”  threw thefflse v  ̂
into the Home Rule camp, and now they find unde 
“ native ”  Government that the Orangemen 'vCjS 
right, and that the Southern portion of the islaiu 
completely under the control of the Roman CatU° 
priests; with the Army, Police, and other Pu° , 
bodies “  dedicated ” to the “  Sacred Heart,” 
the schools, hospitals, poorhouses, convent laundG > 
and lunatic asylums, and orphan homes in charge 
the nuns, who arc mostly of foreign extraction- 
fact all the means of life, and death, and resurrect! 
are in the hands, and coffers of the “  Catholic Tn1  ̂
Society ”  of Ireland, which Society is under the c0il 
trol of the Pope of Rome . . .

Slowly and surely the people are being led back 
the past; the monastic system is growing up evC 
day by the simple means of the wealthy foreign e011’̂  
munities from France, Germany, Holland, Italy, 
other countries purchasing thousands of acres of * 
best land in the country, with the castles and ui 1̂1 
sions of the former “  Saxon ”  landlords thrown 
thus the poor people are exchanging one type of lfln 
lordism for another, but as the new have the bj05*, 
ings of Rome and the keys of heaven in their “ gnP’ 
the unfortunate people allow the land of their fathe ,, 
to pass quietly into the hands of the "  holy fathers 
without even a murmur, whereas in former ti® 
they shot their “  foreign ”  landlords wholes®^ 
Superstition is a wonderful and dreadful thing, 3,1 
visitors to Dublin recently, during the “  cmancip3 
tion ”  circus must have been greatly impressed to & 
this city of slums and slavery decorated with * 1 
Papal colours, and to witness an entire popul3^0̂ , 
grovelling on their knees when the “ King of Kiu^s 
was borne past ? What a triumph of Ignorance o\'c 
Reason when thousands fall in the dust to pay ho® 
age to something that has de-nationalized and 
humanized what was once the Irish Nation?. If b'13
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mob were told they were pieces
body ” of a crucified Jew they " m

'be Person who told them. . _,nd-papered
. is done in the cradle; shaped _ Sodalities;

thc. schools; and polished off in‘ Catholic
'here is no escape for the Irish thcy are
■ 0l"b| even emigration cannot save ’ .focr.
simply transferred from one sodality .. iiands 

A'l the schools, Roman Catholic, ar . rcsult of 
af the Christian Brothers or Nuns; th can carn
lls is, that hardly any young man or "  , .» The

a '’ving as a teacher in “  Southern . e
Parents sell their last cow or pig to Pa- , tpc hun- 
Cati°n” of their boys and girls in so® ««good”
(lr«ls of “ colleges”  run for Proht ^  A  heads of 
'"'as, or brothers; and at the same j  ;s paid
10 ‘colleges”  arc well aware when a :0h as a
e Poor boy or girl lias no chafnC{Coreign religious 

, ac >er owing to the swarm o swarming in
achers already in thc country, .. >> js the

CVcry day. The end of this educa ^  girl 
^'grant ship; a job as a d“ ™ a the boy a cab-

^ i i i i l ^ l S  obtaining money by false

Fra«k Hugh O ’Donnell, in his booh so^ y that 
a?o. The Ruin of Education »1 «« only
5?} coming out of the convent sen proccs-

«ionT»thT inS  flOWerannir iS  Roman Catholic, and > and as he was an iris what he was
their colleges, he should know »hat

Vrding about. . , „  attending the
Tbe children of thc labouring cla the

galled “  National Schools,”  a ̂ “ ^ucation >> by
y  after ten or eleven years of cducat 'he 'No
th

C j. * ««1 or eleven years or education oy 
cir "ns> and most of them are unable to scribble

mCrif1 "antes; they know all about prayers, a tre- 
s*tiiii lot about hell especially in their
for ^ bonies ” — a fair share about “  heaven,”  and 
‘‘ sjj e rcs'  of their lives they are looking for the 
‘‘ bit,',Ver,°̂  roses ’ ’ which the Nuns taught them thc 
to ^  e b lower ”  is growing in her heavenly garden 
"°tihp * some day ”  on 'b10 “  Isle °f Saints” ? One
ho lri Ullagine a shower of rashers or sausages would 
b°Un°rC 'veicome to “  God’s poor ”  ? Most of these 
a|So follows end their days in other “  colleges,”  
the juUn "g°od brothers,”  viz., Industrial Schools, 
tlic ""Ping-off ground to jails and the scaffold. Even 
Nu„ fb lic  hospitals arc now “  manned ”  by the 
»lit ’ a"d the Roman Catholic girls are being pushed 
Ho* " t h e  streets to take up some other “  profes- 
thC(jc ' d'he amount of hard cash obtained around
of n Ca'b-beds of dying patients runs into thousands 
e ,1 °htid

and l] ’ as 'be flames of hell are always kept bright
sit— 0t '°  dry the ink on the last will of “ miserable ■ mers » ?

Th 1
'he r?. l'°orhouses are another source of income to 
'he " 'rch, pay'and pensions on this earth come 
knVcsay °f 'be “  good sisters and many a pauper 
hjs ' a golden store behind so as to “  divil-dodge ”  
brin>  into paradise. The Convent Eaundries

H
«'Vi

£ '"  thousands of pounds to the Nuns, as the 
‘ T  Magdalens ”e . -»suuiuiu are prisoners, and their 

°htaitC labour will be duly rewarded— when they 
in 'beir liberty by death— when they
li 'ho are “ washed
veg blood of the Eamb,”  after scrubbing their 

Mr,;, a'vay making wealth for their religious ex-
'fjjers-

ligi 0 Lunatic Asylums are well stocked with re- 
s Maniacs, the victims of the terror thundered 

(.V- ,.lbc altars about the clerical gold mine— the 
Y, tlan hell.

k].'0 e Orphan Homes are overcrowded with bat- 
ls of bastards, in former times the “  British

garrison ”  were blamed for the immorality in the 
“  Isle of Saints ” ; but now that excuse is dead, and 
every other day young Roman Catholic girls are con
victed for the murder of their illegitimate children, 
in spite of the silly teaching of the Nuns and their 
boasting about their “  pure religion.”

Even the homes for the blind are used for money
getting, for the blind women and girls can knit even 
in the night when the rest of humanity are asleep?

Another organisation calling itself “  The Irish 
Vigilance Association,”  also under the control of the 
priests; is trying to force the reading public to think 
and read only what is published in the Universe, the 
Irish Catholic, the Messenger of the Sacred Heart, 
and other such rags which pander to the mob, to 
servant girls, and the brothels; in fact, the fellows 
at the head of this “  Association ”  are striving hard 
to bring about a new Inquisition.

The Irish Roman Catholic priests for centuries arc 
“  telling the story ”  to their congregations, that what 
they are now teaching is the same as Saint Patrick 
taught when he converted the Sun-god and Wind- 
worshippers of Erin 1,500 years ago. For seven 
centuries after Saint Patrick— whose grandfather, 
Potitus, was a priest, and Patrick’s father, Calpur- 
nius, was a deacon— the Irish were Christians in 
every part of the Island; yet in 1154, Pope Adrian 
IV. issued a Bull to Henry II. of England.

“ In order to banish vice (Patrick’s religion?) from 
thence, and in order to widen the bounds of thc 
Church (Adrian’s) that a penny tax jBitcr’s Pence) 
should be placed on each house in Ireland, to be paid 
to Saint Peter.”  This plainly shows that the Irish 
Christian religion established by Saint Patrick was 
not the Roman Catholic religion of Pope Adrian IV.; 
and the Island was drenched in blood in establishing 
the religion of thc Vatican.

Thc fact of the matter at the time was, Rome was 
.afraid thc Irish would establish a Church of their own 
with an Irish Bishop at its head; hence the Bull of 
Adrian to Henry to conquer Ireland and bring it in 
subjection to Rome. Any person gazing on the 
Papal Flags in Dublin during “ emancipation week,” 
can only agree that the Roman Bull and Roman Rule 
is carried out to the last letter of Vatican law. Any 
number of Irish Roman Catholic priests are well 
aware of the Roman circus staged in Ireland; but 
whenever any of them tries to protest, they are 
“  silenced ”  or banished to die in exile. If they re
fuse to be banished they are “  unfrocked ”  and 
dogged and spied upon until their life is a misery in 
the “  Isle of Saints.”  P. M u r ph y ,

The H igher Pantheism .

Doubt is faith in thc main2 blit faith, on thc whole, is 
doubt :

We cannot believe by proof : but could we believe with
out ?

Two and two may be four : but four and four are not 
eight :

Fate and God may be twain : but God is tbe same thing 
as fate.

Iiody and spirit are twins : God only knows which is 
which :

The soul squats down in thc flesh, like a tinker drunk 
in a ditch.

More is thc whole than a part : but half is more than 
the whole :

Clearly, the soul is the body : but is not thc body the 
soul ?

■ God, whom we see not, is : and God, who is not, we
: see:
, Fiddle, we know, is diddle ; and diddle, we take it, is 

dee, A. C. Swinburne.
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T he P assing  of A  Pioneer.

W ith  a W arning  to F reeth in kers.

One of the noblest and bravest of mankind has passed 
from our ken into the wider universe that surrounds 
us. To have known him intimately, as we did, was a 
privilege; to have loved him, as one could not avoid 
doing, was to taste of that essence of life that has made 
art, culture, and civilization itself.

William Charles Owen, our friend, teacher, and col- 
laborator-in-thought, was born in India of aristocratic 
stock, on February 16, 1854, and died at Worthing on 
July g, 1929. He came of a military family, and was 
destined for a professional career, narrowly escaping 
being called to the bar.

He talked, as a young man, with Sir Richard Francis 
Burton, a family connexion; he came across the writ
ings of Henry Thomas Buckle, Henry George, Auberon 
Herbert, and Herbert .Spencer; and— from a conven
tional and worldly point of view—the mischief was done. 
Upon Owen descended the vision of Humanity, and for 
well over half a century he devoted his fortune, his 
time, his superlative talents, his tongue, his pen— in a 
word, his very life—to the liberation cf humaaitv from 
what he considered its bonds, social, intellectual, eco
nomic.

There is no need here to praise his writings; readers 
of those journals that have been for so long enriched by 
Owen’s pen, know well enough the clarity of his 
thought, tlio massiveness of his style, his always-con- 
sedentious pen-craftsmansliip; above all, his dauntless, 
unshakable pluck.

Both by pen and tongue, like Thomas Paine, and 
William Cobbett, in some respects his forerunners, Owen 
devoted himself unflinchingly and unqeustiouiligly to 
service of humanity. If ever there was one who loved 
his fellow-men, like Abou Ben Adhem, it was William 
Charles Owen. With heart and brain we can say, in 
echo to his own heart and brain, “ May his tribe in
crease.”  When it does, we shall have no fear for the 
future of Humanity.

Passionately as he loved his fellow man, as passion
ately he hated the lies, cant, humbug and mockery that 
form the sombre and dolorous background to our social 
life. He could bear no- bar between man and man. 
Loving all humanity, and hating puritanism in all its 
disguises, lie was a true Citizen of the World; he helped 
and inspired all who met him by the charm of his per
sonality, his encyclopaedic knowledge, his blunt but 
always kindly honesty.

He was many things in the course of his life; orator, 
poet, reformer, revolutionary, actor, actor-manager, 
journalist, linguist, dramatist, editor; and, had he 
chosen, he could have had “  roses, roses all the way, 
and myrtle mixed in his path like mad." But he chose 
joyously the stern way of the lonely, misunderstood, 
stubborn, hated reformer, and the world rewarded him 
accordingly.

Despising worldly success, he died quite poor but en
tirely unembittered; beloved completely by a little 
circle of close friends; admired all over the world by a 
few hundreds—one can scarcely say thousands—who 
were at one with him in his passion for Freedom, his 
love for Humanity. That he wished; that he had; that, 
for his simple needs, sufficed.

In religion an Agnostic, in politics an Anarchist, he 
had— and he knew it-—no place in conventional pro
fessional life, in ordinary penny-a-lining. Ilis love 
being for humanity, his gifts were at their disposal. He 
asked nothing from gods or men, save only to serve. 
And lie served well and faithfully.

Children and animals—dogs especially—he adored. To 
him they represented the hope of humanity, the vast, 
dumb, elemental forces of Nature. Life is one; and the 
old man renewed his youth in loving its growing forces.

If there be a continuation of conscious life after the 
passing, if there be other lives to be lived on this earth, 
if the progress of the ego be, in truth, eternal, we shall 
know and love our old Friend again. If! Like him, 
we do not know; what we do know is that his place is 
empty, and that there is a void in our lives that cannot 
be filled.

There is here no space to tell of his adventure»** ■*-**-» v, ■»-* v* v. lie «-v/ “•!» n ‘ —  . ,
career; his experiences in the Klondyke gold-res 1 *  ̂
great part in the Mexican Revolution; his conflict 
Authority; his victories over tyranny. , 0[

For many weeks he suffered cruelly, unconSC.10"ulltil 
the hastening end; never did he complain; and,  ̂
his hands and eyes failed him, he continued to 
mankind with his pen, in the quieter interval he " 
spasms of fierce pain. . aine

A personal word, and I must end. To him I D,,pr0- 
“  Vicky •’ ; and in affectionate chaff we called him ^  
lessor,”  a title that, in some whimsical way,
perfectly; for, with his violently revolutionary ^  
he mingled a delicious old-world courtesy in ah  ̂
intercourse. Both as host and as guest lie was 
And he loved his “  peg ”  and his cigarettes. . ,,]c 
beloved by everyone who met him ; I know not n 5 r 
exception.

He died “  like one who draws the drapery of ms 
about him, and lies down to pleasant dreams- ^  
how well he deserved those pleasant dreams 15 
proud and glad knowledge of us who loved him- 

Our old friend’s body is laid in Washington, a „̂tli 
tiful and secluded hamlet in the shadow of the • ^  
Downs; William Drury of Binsted, an old friew ^  
admirer, presided at the interment on July J3 * ’ ^0( 
friends were present, including Mr. T. II. Keell* jcf 
of The Freedom Bulletin, Mr. E. H. J. Frost, Mr- ^  
Goodman, Miss Lcttiee Newman, Mr. Eric Rid111 ^  
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Earle, Mr. and Mrs. Aldred ® 
Sanctuary, Mrs Doris Zhook, Mr. J. W. Graham 1 ^  
Editor of The Commonweal, Mr. M. Warriner, ,

'lr. J-.J
Batson, Mr. White, Mrs. Askew, Dr. Sheavyn. a"1'
Vernon-Jones, Mr. John Turner, Miss Taylor, MrYm

1110 1
and Mrs. V. B. Neuburg. Nearly, all of these eo1.^coi>trl; 

rccci',̂buted exquisite floral tributes, which were also rc ,|i, 
from “ Grouser,”  Deirdre, The Sanctuary, Miss * . 
ing and Miss Pollock, Mrs. Hadwen and Miss t,rl ’ . 
The Commonwealth Land Party, and the London 
dom Group. jg,

Speeches in honour of our Friend were made I'Y a 
William Drury, Mr. Graham Peace, Mr. T. If-  ̂  ̂
Mr. John Turner, Mr. V. D. Neuburg. The thirty 
was a perfect July day, such as our Friend loved- s 

After the burial, a few friends and literary colle»!' t 
made a pilgrimage to The Sanctuary, where Owen s 'f; 
few years were spent. Through the courtesy 
Vera Deunis-Earle, a delightful little social was he¡Id.

tlP“
whereat the philosopher’s life and doctrines werc 
cussed and eulogised. . jw

The Importance of a Secular funeral being speed" 
mentioned iu a Freethinker’s will was exempl''lCT yll| 
our Friend’s case. He omitted to take this preen" j. 
and, after the speeches, a friend was reading fro"1 ¡t

/, w,lC in
rushed

works, by way of epilogue to the ceremony, _'v 
senile and frienzied servant of “  God )[t_
holy rage, and, with true Christian charity, attend^ 
to forbid any further proceeding “  on

■al o«5ground,”  as though any ground that holds loved 
were not equally "consecrated.” Happily this zea 
and humble follower of the gentle and pious JeS"H  ci- 
too late to prevent the speeches. Let every true ^  
thinker learn to protect himself, his friends, an" 5 
ashes, ere it be too late, from the foul and RP1 
Church of England. Ecrazez Vinfame!

V ictor B. NicinmB<"”

The world is too much with u s ; late and soP"> 
Getting and spending, we lay waste our power- 
Little we see in Nature that is ours;
We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon • 
This Sea that bares her bosom to the moon ;
The winds that will be howling at all hours, 
And are up-gathered now like sleeping flowers* 
For this, for every thing, we are out of tune;
It moves us not— Great God ! I’d rather be 
A Pagan suckled in a creed outworn;
So might I, standing on this pleasant lea,
Have glimpses that would make me less forlo*"’ 
IJav.e sight .of Proteus rising from the sea;
Or hear old Triton blow his wreathed horn. .

WordsWOftn'
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The M eeting o f th e W aters. Correspondence.

, lere « not in this wide world a valley so sweet 
T  that vale in whose bosom the still waters meet: 

le 'ast rays of feeling and hope shall depart 
• er the bloom of that vnllev shall fade from m

Vf.ry 
be;

of that valley shall fade from my heart, 

‘ t  a®d obvious, no doubt, but profoundly and
; simple but immortal lines of the 

tv 10111 as Moore, the only rival in the like of Robert
n »> -Rums, said Ingcr,llrns of many a Scottish “  Avoca. . vrshire streams
So"> the tuneful American, made those of whecls
Slt,h liis name for ever.

Aeeof Reason?“d. taster things; let us hope, also, th n an(j
1 is so in one journal, a t leas in ,r>eed and eom- 
Pfeasant land. Twenty miles inland »  £  undulating 
0rt» within a wide horizon o 1 qUiet God-
Pastoral charm, and one is set down tpc heart of
faring respectable village of Mauclilm ,■ r, tlm ■>»

the Mecca of Burns’ maturest mttse. an(  ̂ bio-
'°ment one would only escape iron| tin„  present of

f  a!'hy, past and future, and live one <- U ^
'« '» W , unpolluted joy : "O h , J ,  , £  fll.,1

P̂ s of paradise, one thing is ccr sweetest of
i nd as my host-surest of poetasters and swee
^thinkers—and I, leave our women tlimps a—nigs dom” K“ iu 1> Jeave our women folk to talk of 
°iver ,._,;mcstic. and steal an hour or so to revisit the 

It is a high and pure delight of soul and
th, theereof *1 lnner and the outer scene—even the sadness 
for, ail‘, |Iow many Summers had we seen and sighed 
With all • 011 way *° ioin had gone before,
and Cn- ^lcir ephemera of man— still, we live and hope 
* *  Of cl, novelty which is never new ! There was a 
the w < ?U(f and blue, of tempered sun, the bushes by 
Hin(] were tossing and blanching in a bravura
before '”C arr've at the Bridge and the Mill and pause 
of p an aR°ve of trees and fern in the exquisite setting 
the mI eiler Nature’s old inimitable hand, a grotto for

! meinc ! The whole iseinbosò n°ryJ—®bill o’er those scenes 
«nin„ 111 etf ’n wild wood ; at the water’s edge, in thiek- 
srn̂ u Kueen.’ ' s a f°fty grove of noble trees ; opposite, the 
ifan 1 l,vial holm where, tradition says, the Poet wrote 
Puti 0, as Made to mourn.

Alw ’ 'vhat crowds in every land are wretched and forlorn 1 
the ys’ 'f we care to look, the dismal background of 
lurks ■ °Pufent scene. So the shadow of pessimism 
apprçi ,n oven those Arcadian shades. So oft the too 
in spirit would find soothing and sanctuary
Cafes a ’
S n u :

So we shut out all but personalleafy screen.
J a,1(] trust the tramp and beggar may have his in- 

Ooq , 171 too. So good people go to Church and thank 
savi, j ey ar° n°t as other men—without perhaps theare not as other men
us ^  grace of reflecting that God made those others

Wo0(];n gentle confluence make way through hermit 
in (|a ands to the sea. Knee deep in flowers and grass

lng
siin ,Cy are—that is, if lie made anything— it is quite 

C an,l quite shattering, but faith survives. Two
ana !ls f°rgathcr amicably here, the Lugar and the Ayr, 

in p.p
_  _ _______ _

t r a c e d  shade, wc ascend the left bank of the former 
fip|)ljary strcam towards its famous sandstone gorge;

Iiere, there still and deep, under sliaggy banks, 
ive more precipitous, but still with verdure clad; 
aii(] '.lSe at last on the brow of a high cliff, above a deep 
bou-f’^Ht pool, while left and right, under arching 
f r̂n S| ^'e eye surveys enchanting vistas of the river, 
a ]j ail(I grass and tree and flower reflect themselves in 
it]j '!’U(I world below, moving in sweet but mournful 
of b ery of the actual scene. It is the very awesomeness 
O t y .  There is a tingling of the tissues. One feels as 
at (p ’ 1 "drawn” towards those syren deeps, and trembles 
*bi(]CStructi°n. I,ead us not into temptation; but the spell 
hear̂ S ‘ holy of holies, the heart’s core, yea, the 
So v °f hearts of Ayrshire. So we had been to Church, 

111 our homily, so lovingly, if imperfect, pass it on.
A n drew  M ieear.

a o ^ t r y  js a kind of rheumatism, which twists a man’s 
mto all sorts of deformities.— Henry Simon.

Tai.
i;h-r'r away the fear of hell and the power of th 

«y will vanish.— Lamennais.

To the E ditor of the “  Freethinker.’1

THIS FREEDOM.
Sir,— I agree with Mr. Victor B. Neuburg in the 

Freethinker of July 14, that to exchange “ God”  for 
Respectability, or Jesus for Jix, is not to be a Free
thinker at all.

If I want to be respected by the herd, I must think 
and do (or pretend to think and do) as the herd does or 
approves.

Not that the crowd believes, but it is afraid—anil most 
of the hatred to our propaganda arises, not so much 
from concern for Murnbo Jumbo, as from fear as to what 
would result if Freethinking became a habit.

Nearly all the taboos and conventions are grounded 
upon superstitions, and if these are undermined, what 
may not follow? The hand that wrote The Age of 
Reason wrote also The Rights of Man.

We are indeed living in what H. G. Wells has des
cribed as “  the bleak dawn of civilization,”  and the 
greatest enemy to all progress is FEAR.

A.H.M.

ATHEIST OR AGNOSTIC?
S ir,—  . .  . And some of us actually thought the hoary 

old discussion was dead, buried, and even obliterated for 
ever! Yet here come Mr. Boyd Freeman with the same 
old arguments in favour of “  Agnostic,”  which I, for 
one, heard ad nauseam when I first joined the Move
ment twenty-five years ago, and he doesn’t seem to 
have even an inkling of the obvious reply. lie  puts up 
the same old “ Atheist,”  the bite noire of the Christian 
Evidence speaker, and the reverent Rationalist, and 
shies like blazes at him, and then actually thinks the 
Atheist is knocked out! Not quite as simply done as 
that, Mr. Freeman, I assure you.

What I want to know— I used to ask a similar ques
tion of my Rationalist friends, in vain— is, whether the 
“ Atheist ” Mr. Freeman talks about, is (1) a product of 
the imagination like Mr. Victor B. Neubnrg's delicious 
“ Z-----” in Gospel Gleanings; (2) a friend of Air. Free
man’s; or (3) some representative Atheist whose works, 
or published utterances, we can study for ourselves? 
If the latter, 1 want chapter and verse for any state
ments showing that Atheists say (a) “  Therefore there 
is no God.”  (b) “  He does not study the universe dis
passionately.”  (c) “  His main purpose is to ' prove ’ 
there is no God.” (d) He . . . does not face the riddle 
squarely, (e) He is (like the Theist) too cocksure, (f) 
that “  (in effect) lie knows”  and—but that will do for a 
start. II. Cutner.

PROFESSOR DIXON AND BEER.
S ir,— Professor Dixon has been extolling beer as a 

beverage above tea and coffee. As recently as 1923, an 
American thinker, R. H. Towner, produced a work 011 
The Philosophy of Civilization, in which there is abun
dant evidence in support of Dr. Dixon’s view as to the 
importance and value of alcoholic beverages.

May 1 just give 011c instance. The author says, “  In 
the early rise of Moslem civilization, and the brilliant 
achievements of Moslem intellect and arms they were a 
wine-drinking people.”  lie  then points out that in the 
fifteenth century fanatical Mullahs began a Holy War 
against Alcohol. Coffee was discovered and became the 
preferred beverage of pious Moslems. A century later 
coffee-drinking had spread to all classes. “  The change 
in Moslem intellect between these two periods is 
startling. In the former or wine-ilrinking period, the 
Moslems included all the most brilliant minds of the 
age. In the field of mathematics especially they 
towered above all past ages and over all their contem
poraries . . . They introduced to Christendom the 
science as well as the name of Algebra. In the ninth 
century Moslems knew that they lived on a round 
earth, taught geography from globes, understood many 
of the basic principles of astronomy and calculated the 
Obliquity of the Ecliptic . . . From this brilliant height
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the Moslem intellect, after three centuries of substitu
tion of coffee for alcohol, declined to a point lower than 
their Oriental or polygamous neighbours, or than 
Asiatics generally.”  W h u a m  L e a v i s .

S ir ,— In your issue of August 4, Mr. C. M. Beadnell 
accuses me of having said that a British ton was 2,204 
lbs. I never did. I said, and I say again, that a metric 
ton is 2,204 lbs. I never alluded to either British or 
American tons.

My point was, and is, that a number of well-known 
scientists make very inaccurate statements about well- 
known things, and that such inaccuracy makes me dis
trustful of their statements on matters which I cannot 
judge from my own knowledge. R. B. KERR.

S ir ,—The article by Mr. Boyd Freeman, “  Atheist or 
Agnostic, surprised me. This surprise may be intensi
fied by a perusal of his Priestcraft, of which I 
secured delivery two days ago. Until Freetliouglit 
criticism compelled believers to modify their claims 
“  God ” was a definite personal entity, and to many is 
so yet.

■ One cannot go through life in a state of permanent 
doubt, and I submit that if anyone is ever justified in 
being certain of anything and then saying so, it is that 
the Christian “  God ”  is non-existent. *

Other readers views would be interesting.
H. Bayi.is.

Society  N ew s.

August ti,

S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  NOTICES, Etc'

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farrtngdon Street, Lo 
E C.5, by the first post on T uesday, or they will not
inserted.

LONDON.
OUTDOOR.

F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner 
Road, Walhain Green) : Saturday, 8.0, Various 
Effie Road, Walham Green Station, Sunday, 8.0, 
Corrigan.
Streatham Common Branch N.S.S., 6.30, Mr. F. 
gan—A Lecture.

F insbury Park Branch N.S.S., 11.15, Mr. 
gan.—A Lecture.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, 
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. L. Ebury.—A Lecture.

W est H am Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical 
Romford Road, Stafford, E.) : 7.0, Mrs. Grout.

of Sborr°lJä
Spefr ’ 
Mr. F

r.

p.

Corf

Corf

neaf the

Collet 
r ;  heeff

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Conui1011) jl.3ui
\Vfed'

Mr. F. Mann; Brockwell Park, 6.30, Air. F. Man'1 > 
nesday, Clapham Old Town, 8.0, Mr. F. P. CorrigaI’ 
day, Liverpool Street Camberwell Gate, 8.0, Mr. L- ‘ ^

Bethnal G reen B ranch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, ,iea 
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. F. P. Corrigan—A Lecture. ^

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 1 2 a«1' 
James Hart and R. G. Lennard; 3.30, Messrs. E- 2C.  ̂ fi 
B. A. Le Maine; 6.30, Messrs. B . A. Le Maine and ^ 
Hyatt. Freethought meetings every Wednesday, 0 -o,
Messrs. J. Hart and R. G. Lennard. Every Friday, ® 0,it- 
Mr. B. A. Le Maine. The Freethinker can be obta"ie 
side Hyde Park during our meetings.

M r . W h it e h e a d ’s  second week at Plymouth opened in- 
auspiciously in consequence of incessant rain on the 
Sunday which prevented both meetings from being held. 
But the other five meetings compensated for the opening 
disappointment as they were the most enthusiastic of 
any yet addressed by Mr. Whitehead in this town. Two 
speakers for the Protestant Truth Society, by occupying 
our platform on several evenings in opposition, helped 
to generate interest, and to attract large crowds from 
rival meetings to those of the N.S.S. Judging by the 
applause and the general attitude of the audiences, our 
lecturer’s replies were found convincing. Indeed, the 
constant complaint of the opponents was that we had 
a packed audience in favour of Atheism, although both 
sides were listened to with exemplary fairness. The 
meetings were favourably commented upon all over the 
town, and on the last evening the speaker received an 
encouraging ovation and numerous congratulations for 
the good work done. Unfortunately this enthusiasm 
did not extend to the branch, for although some assist
ance was received from Messrs. Winter and Lyndon, 
practically the whole of the work for the two weeks, in
cluding the duties of chairman, literature seller, collector 
and platform porter were left to the secretary, Mr. J. 
MacKenzie, to whom we are much indebted. It is not 
encouraging to the lecturer, nor fair to the member, for 
one man or two to have to do the work of a Branch. 
There is such a thing as killing a willing Secularist. 
This hint though reluctantly given is necessary in the 
interests of the movement.

Mr. Whitehead will be in Swansea district until 
August 16.

On Monday, at Great Harwood, our speaker had a debate 
with a student from the Theological College. Much in
terest was created in the town, and a large crowd turned 
up, in which were several clergy. Both sides were 
listened to with attention, and our case evolved a more 
sympathetic response than we anticipated.

On Friday, a lecture was given at Cliviger, near 
Burnley. It was a first venture there, and probably the 
first Freethought lecture most of the audience had 
heard.

The Sunday afternoon lecture at Ilapton drew a large 
number of people, even though most of them stood at a 
respectable distance from the speaker. There was con
siderable interruption from a man with more vocal 
power than understanding;—J.C.

COUNTRY.
OUTDOOR. g,

Chester-le-Street Branch N.S.S.—Friday,
Queen Street, Spennymoor, 7.30, Mr. J. T. Brighton"  ̂ j0l 
is God? What has He done?,” Saturday, Aug1’- [. 
Anthony Street, Stanley, 7.30, Speakers—Messrs- ¡¡¡¡g-
Keast and J. T. Brighton. Tuesday, August i3> 1 £|lfi>t' 
ton (near Barn) 7.30, Mr. J. T. Brighton—“ Win 
ianity Save Humanity?” pjjji.

G lasgow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Camprie 
M e e t at Bishopbriggs Car Terminus at 12 o ’c lo c k  P

Swansea Branch N.S.S.—Mr. G. Whitehead vvi" if 
in Swansea from August 10 until August 23. fir
Mr. J. Clayton will lecture at the following place:i' ¡11 
day, August 9, Enfield (Barnes Square), 8; U
Accrington, 7.0; Monday, 12, Higham, 7.30; TuesoO’ 
Padham, 7.45; Friday, 16, Worsthorne, 7.45.

Miscellaneous Advertisements.

A  BUSINESS MAN writes : “  Some years ago I c' 9in>
an Accountant to write up my annual acc oUTn, ’edof 

send the Returns for Income Tax purposes to the I" ” -jp 
of Taxes. I had been greatly bothered in previo"8 
but, since then, I have had no worry or trouble of 
with this matter. I believe it is an advantage in eve 9ii 
for anyone in business, whether large or small, , to r > e 
Accountant to deal with the authorities, as the fee ^¿0“' 
than saved bv securing all, and full, allowances and ¡̂/t' 
tions due under the Income Tax Acts.”—Write to Ac 1̂ [> 
ant, 11 Salisbury Road, Forest Gate, E.7, if you nee 
with j’our business accounts.

E ARN money writing showcards for us at h0"1*''̂  
train you by post and supply steady work 8 

pay.—Apply Show Card Sbryicb, Ltd., Hitchin.

U N W A N T E D  CH ILDRE1̂
In a Civilized Community there should k0 

UNW ANTED Children.

po

Co0’
For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of

trol Requisites and Books, send a ijid . stamp t0'

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, B ^ ’
(Established nearly Forty Yean.)
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S P E C IA L  O F F E R .

Essays in . . .
■ . . Freethinking

By CHAPMAN CO H EN .i 
i
( The Three Complete Volumes of “ Essays in 
I Freethinldng " will be sent post free for

| 7 s . 6 d .
in s  Pioneer P ress, 6i Farriugdon Street, E.C.4. j
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N O W  R E A D Y . j
The Bible and Prohibition. \

! 
!

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) j

B y G. W . FO O TE. J

! B i b l e  and  b e e r

! _ _ _1  ̂careful examination of the Relations of the Bible 
I and Christian leaders to the Drink Question.

i Brie 
l Tas

e - T w opence. Postage \d .

Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. |

CHRISTIANITY I SLAVERY
With a Chapter on Christianity 
and the L a b o u r  Movement. 
Portrait and Illustration of the 
----- slave-ship “  Brooke.”-----

B y  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .

- o —

Prinee O ne S hilling. Postage id.

The Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, F.C.4.

3 A  »

I Grammar of Freethought.
1 A Statement of the Case for
|i F r e e t h o u g h t ,  i n c lu d in g  a
( C r i t i c i s m  of F u n d a m e n t a l

■-------  Religious Doctrines --------

By CHAPMAN COHEN.
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1 A Great Scheme for a Great Parpóse I

The Freethinker Endowment Trust was registered on 1 
the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise a l 
sum of not less than ¿8,000, which, by investment, I 
would yield sufficient to cover the estimated annual I 
loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethinker. 1 
The Trust is controlled and administered by five 
Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Free- 1 
thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the terms I 
of the Trust Deed the Trustees are prohibited from j 
deriving anything from the Trust in the shape of f 
profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the event of ? 
the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion of the J 
Trustees, rendering the P'und unnecessary, it may be ? 
brought to an end, and the capital sum handed over f 
to the National Secular Society. j

The Trustees set themselves the task of raising a [ 
minimum sum of ¿8,000. This was accomplished by j 
the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion of J 
some of the largest subscribers, it has since been re- j 
solved to increase the Trust to a round ¿10,000, and ( 
there is every hope of this being done within a reason- j 
ably short time. {

The Trust may be benefited by donations of cash, J1 
or shares already held, or by bequests. All contri- f 
bntions will be acknowledged in the columns of this V 
journal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or to [ 
the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. H. Jessop, Hollyshaw, tl 
Whitkirk, Nr. Leeds. Any further information con- (j 
ceruing the Trust will be supplied on application. j 

There is no need to say more about the Freethinker ( 
itself, than that its invaluable service to the Free- J 
thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by all. [ 
It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought in this 1 
country, and places its columns, without charge, at l! 
the service of the Movement. J1

The address of the Freethinker Endowment Trust »! 
is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 1
GENERAL INFORMATION 
FOR FREETHINKERS . .

In fo rm atio n  on Withdrawal of 
Children from Religious Instruc
tion in Public Schools. The 

Right to Affirm. Church Atten
dance in the Army and Navy. 
Secular Funerals. Civil Marriages, 
etc., etc.

CIVILIZATION.
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A  Chapter from  “ T he H istory  of the  
j In te llectu a l D evelop m ent of E urope,”
: iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiimiiiiL
j By Prof. J. W. DRAPER.
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A  C ritical E xam in ation  of 
th e B e lie f in  a F uture L ife, 
w ith  a Study o f Spiritual
ism  from  th e  Standpoint of 
t h e  N e w  P s y c h o l o g y .
By  C H A P M A N  C O H E N .
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PAINE THE PIONEER
i

Life of Thomas Paine
By F. J. GOULD

i

G ilt Cloth Portrait Published 4/6 net. j
P rice 2/- Postage 3d. |

Only a limited number of copies available. ^
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F R E E T H O U G H T  

&  L I T E R A T U R E
By M M NERM US.

The Attitude of Great Writers towards 
--------Religion and Freethought.--------
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jj Realistic Aphorisms and \ 
I *.* Purple Patches V j
|| By ARTHUR FALLOWS. |
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The Secular Society, Ltd-

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon St., London,

Secretary: M r . R . H. RoSETTi.

WaS i0rmed in 1898 to afford legal security 
-  q sitlon and application of funds for Secular Purp°**lc'j me «1v.4uiaii.1uu auu appucauuu oi iunus iui — *

j. The Memorandum of Association sets forth t u
tit

Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle tna ^  p0t 
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, * jjjji 
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare 
world is the proper end of all thought and action. gjj. 
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Seen g(9tCl 
cation. To promote the complete secularization of t>ie (l) 
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are coni U j 0  »of 
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and re3 tnt 
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed 0f 
person, and to employ the same lor any of the P°rP 
the Society. 1

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shilling*, 
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings. _ (b*

The liability of members is limited to ¿1, *n c* 
Society should ever be wound up. oj ¡ti

;  All who join the Society participate in the contro 
I business and the trusteeship of its resources. It 1* * * ,i 

provided in the Articles of Association that no mew .̂ ef 
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, 
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest. r(j of

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected 
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), clC 
but are eligible for re-election. ê

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited to j0 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s '* ĵ fd* 
their wills. The now historic decision of the House 0 ^ ¡0
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, L'1̂ 1 jts 
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained ,r #]it* 
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, 
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests. 0 01

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient » 
bequest for insertion in tlie wills of testators :—

i > ! ‘ä
tlie sum of £---- free from Legacy Duty, and f j of

X give and bequeath to the Secular Society,

that a receipt signed by two members of the B°a > 
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall 
good discharge to my Executors for the said Leg3 ' ^  

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the ®eCgotn** 
should be formally notified of such bequests, as will* ..it 
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, 'V1 . 
particulars, will be sent on application to the Seer,
Mr. R. H. RoseTTI, 62 Farringdon Street, LondonT---------------------------- i
i Five Leaflets by Chapman Cohen.

J W H A T IS SECULARISM? j
[ 6d. per 100. I

1
i DO YOU WANT THE TRUTH ? j

!;1/- per 100 (4 pages).

I THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEVERS- [
1/- per 100 (4 pages).

——— “4

¡D O E S  M AN DESIRE GOD •
I 1/- per 100 (4 pages). __ j

| ARE CHRISTIANS INFERIOR TO j 
| FREETHINKERS ? j
| 1/- per 100 (4 pages). __^ j1
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