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to
Qre about Hell.

g S"™e 7as* week some examples Ol the Roman
PO&KE"C teaching concerning hell. It would be im-
ible for an to pict teachi
Uutally yone to picture a teaching more
ir t0Y obscene than this, but it would be quite un-
ie. 'pI'nk of it as being exclusively Roman Catho-
brata] ro(:estnts were quite as emphatic and quite as
'Lyeii. L @nd many of its most prominent teachers
mdx| strengly on the point that hell was earned, not
litve' K Jy ill-living, but by a simple refusal to bc-
oni In their particular form of Christianity. No
n have given a more revolting picture of the
as r>101 of the damned than did so recent a preacher
titictilarles Haddon Spurgeon. Tlie important dis-
aq between the attitude of the Roman Catholic
il Protestant is that the latter, being more
<’Cnt uPon the state of the public mind for sup-
Is more susceptible to the humanization of mind
eivin natlners that is a consequent of a progressive
- Nation.  The aim of the Protestant Church—
@Pii 110111 the desire to hold its own, which it has in
verfi, °n with the older Church—is to capture con-
ljiGd§ the aim of the Roman Catholic Church is to
iS,.» c°nverts. The one acts as does a trainer who
Wa il a horse or a dog to educate. The other acts
hpe r’eder who aims at producing a relatively fixed
@ far as Christianity is concerned, the Roman
Ay is as good as any that can be
Pi%iSVp’ amFtt?]%dfirst step in the process is to divest a
Sipj °f dveri shred of .intellectual_independence.  All

ow7r armulae as “ Throw yourselves on Jesus,
lieye hi the Lord,” “ Blessed are they that be-
hav ’ though he slay me yet will | trust him,”

Gne llls psychological significance. You must be-
Ipggvt3s children in order to enter the Christian
1t It is no place for adults.
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Damnation and Decorum.

I do not think there is much need to harp upon
the brutality of the conception of an eternal hell. Its
beastliness is open and obvious, and the man who
does not see this is beyond argument. The Rev.
F. W. Norwood, who, apparently does not believe
in hell, but being a Christian minister lacks the
moral courage to say so openly, must find some ex-
cuse for it in Christian history. He says:—

It is impossible to read the sermons of John
Wesley or Jonathan Edwards without feeling that
they were the expressions of men who were terribly
sincere, and who felt justified in the use of such an
instrument by the amendment of life which followed
it. A doctrine which secured such salutary results
seemed manifestly to be of God.

Miss Sheila Kaye Smith asks,

After all, is it more cruel to imagine helpless
children in hell, than actually to make them work
coal mines, send them to gaol, or even hang them
for jjetty offences ?

without perceiving that there is a very strong con-
nexion between the prevalence of the Christian teach-
ing and the practices of Christians to which she re-
fers.

Of course these men were terribly sincere, although
men may be just as sincere in the wrong as in the
right. But it is simply not true that they per-
sisted in the preaching of hell, because they saw the
moral reformation that followed belief in it. Edwards
and Wesley preached in the eighteenth century, at a
time when practically all Christians believed in hell,
and when the most eloquent of preachers had ex-
hausted their imagination in picturing its terrors.
If the preaching had had any such salutary effect,
neither Edwards nor Wesley would have needed to
preach about it to bring about a reformation of
manners. It would have been there. Neither is it
true that it was the moral benefits of the doctrine
that impressed either of the two men named. Their
purpose was purely religious; the benefits from the
belief were to come in the next world, not in this.
Miss Kaye Smith, stupid as is her argument, supplies
the answer to Mr. Norwood. For the men who were
responsible for sending children to their deaths in
coal mines, or to practice the other brutalities named
were men who believed in hell, and who cheerfully
paid of their wealth to have its existence forced upon
others. What degree of humanization had the belief
on the actions of the mine and factory owners, or
upon those who created and enforced the penal laws ?
It is fortunate for both Mr. Norwood and Miss Kaye
Smith that our people arc not well-informed on the
history of their own country.

# * *
How it Works.
I have often pointed out that of all the world’s
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religions, there is not one that is so admirably
adapted to give expression to some of the worst
gualities of human nature, under guise of the higher
ones, as is Christianity. Intolerance is made to take
the rank of a moral and religious obligation. Un-
truthfulness is encouraged by the neglect, sometimes
the denial, of the value of the intellectual virtues.
Narrowness becomes sanctified under cover of zeal
for the faith. Sexual obsessions are gratified in the
shape of religious esctacy and illumination. As a
Freethinker | have never marvelled at so many black-
guards being attracted to Christianity; | should have
been surprised had it been otherwise. In the con-
flict of the social and purely egotistical impulses, man
is only too ready to find any excuse for the indulgence
of the latter.

Now it is quite true that the belief in hell did not
begin with Christianity, but it is equally true that
Christian teachers developed the idea of torture in
connexion therewith to a much greater degree than
did any others. It does not need a very profound
study to recognize, when one examines the elaborate
stories of the tortures of the damned, the meticulous
piling up of torment on torment the emphasis laid
upon the difficulty of anyone escaping the fires of
hell, to suspect that there is here something more
than an unselfish desire to prevent other people going
to hell. Take this consideration along with the kin-
dred fact that no other religion ever developed the
art of torturing to such an extent as did the Christian
Church. When one reads the descriptions given of
the tortures used by the Inquisition, and the callous-
ness with which a Christian public would watch men
and women being burned to death for the crime of
heresy or witchcraft, one must be either stupid or
ignorant not to be aware that we have passed out of
the region of the normal, and entered that of the ab-
normal, if not of the pathological.

To put the whole matter briefly, Christianity was
doing with the sadistic impulses to which human
nature is prone, precisely what it did with the feeling
of intolerance and the impulse to untruthfulness. It
provided more than a religious outlet for it, it pro-
vided an excuse and a justification. 1 do not think
that any competent psychologist would deny or ques-
tion that a great deal of the energy shown by certain
of the clergy in connexion with the question of sex
affords a form of sexual gratification to them. Their
minds become a perfect brothel, and they live over
and over again the evils they describe, and may even
believe they are helping to diminish. Had Christ-
ianity been a healthier and a saner creed, it would
have kept the dwelling place of the dead the dim,
shadowy domain it was in the pagan religions. But
in its bid for power, it appealed to all the fear human
nature experiences, and to all the brutality of which
it is capable; and the deadliness of its work was that
it cloaked the low'er passions of humanity in a way
that rendered them the more certain of expression,
and the more secure in their gratification.

* * *

Creed and Character.

Let us further consider that this doctrine held the
European mind for well over fifteen hundred years.
And as with the development of the pow'er of the
Christian Church the old civilizations crumbled away,
manners became coarser, punishments became more
brutal, the criminal code more and more inhuman.
It is not possible to note these things without also
acknowledging the influence of the Church and its
teaching in contributing very powerfully to their
eventuation. Principal Donaldson held, a point which
was also stressed by Sir Francis Galton, that the
hardening and coarsening of human nature that took
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place in Christendom during the time the
ruled, was due to the ascetic teaching of the 1
which withdrew the best from the work of Pr ~
tion, and so permitted the worst to become N
parents of successive generations. Undoubted y
had its influence, but no one can imagine
living in the terror of the Christian hell withou »
undergoing a development of hardnessasam ~
protection. Four years of war on the colossa
of the last one served to coarsen and harden aP
with far greater power to withstand it than a
Europeans of earlier centuries. How much fl
powerful must have been the effect of Ch
preaching on a far more ignorant and a la ~
civilized age?  Writers on jurisprudence an
history of the criminal code have also pointc ~
that whenever Church influence can be trace
European legal codes, it is invariably in the cf
of more brutal punishments and a harder readiqg?E
the law. No one would be foolish enough to fa
the degradation of character that took place j
Christian influences as due entirely to the doctrl r.
eternal damnation. But that it exerted a very P
ful influence no one can reasonably question-
Finally, all that needs noting is that the dec
this brutal and brutalizing doctrine belongs €' £
to the period that has witnessed the direct
thinking attack on Christian beliefs. Christ*
never gave up the doctrine of hell-fire, it only c
to preach it when the humanitarianism of the aSc fl.
grew the Church and its teaching. Quite
sciously Dr. Norwood blurts out this truth by
that Christian leaders began to see that "the eha™, 4
of God cannot be saved if such ideas persist. 775
from whom? Christians have the same doc ~
they have always had. They have the same i'&V
book they have always had. What has bt°
about the change in opinion, and after so
centuries proving that God’s justice demands he >
find out that if it is persisted with, God’s chara™
is ruined! Well, welll one can only say, that
had not been for Freethought, Mr. Norwood " ~
have still been preaching a God whom he adnuts
gusts the moral sense of every civilized mat*
woman. Chapman CotlEN

—

The
State Church and the Natio*]

“ We may be so much in the habit of bowing &
last to be unable to stand upright.”—Landor.

“ Gold will knit and break religions.”—S/iafc"T1

It is estimated that in America at least two—&h'm.
of the population are outside the Christian Chi|rC
and the proportion is probably much the same 1"
country.” This pregnant sentence is taken tf >
recent article on " The Church’s Finest Cha'*"V,
by the Rev. W. B. Selbie, the new Principal of ~
field College, Oxford, and a former president 0 g
Free Church Council. It is an amazing coll jla
to come from a Christian priest, for it implies
Christianity is a failure after a score of centurtcs®
opportunity. Indeed, Dr. Selbie fully rcalizeS(lj
grave state of affairs, for he points out that
these days we have returned to a position j
is singularly like that of the first two centuries-
other words, the wheel has come full circle, a»c »
end promises to be like the beginning. We p"s£”
exaggeration that Christians numbered a third °*
population in the first two centuries. The state"
is grossly untrue. tl tj,

Dr. Selbie tells us that Christianity was once ~
normal thing,” but he refrains from telling uS j,
this singular uniformity of opinion was effected
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Christians murdering all opponents. So  religion,
M  Ms this the case that the »ohet “* ¢“ “ ,pi

Ile mfre questionable were the mean Catholics
h°rt it. In the days of Faith, 0 , ™ Catho-
«med Protestants, and Protestants m jter cent-
les>and both slaughtered Freethin "CT o strong,
la>sof bullying the weak and destroy tpat the
Christian Churches are astonishe Christ-
Wgjority of our people now stand a (
ianty, and are absorbed in Seeu ans™'. actually
it is something to find a Chnstmn minority.
~nutting that his religion is that o collapse of
Ofar as this country is concern« , surface.
~J'gion is really worse than it seems among tlie
Je State Church still stands hke a tiile State
“trmows, but it is precisely because N systeni.
. urcb that it bulks so largely in Ol intments
} 'las>for example, the lion’s s rare ‘N ~Nolds the
~Universities and Public Sc 100 - Navy.

~. of the chaplaincies in the Army
Bishop's . . ] . . .
ke receive princely pay, live in palatial resi-
p CGes>and many have seats in the House of Lords.
& I”Lt,Ic average Anglican clergyman is independent
tiirk Size °f bis congregation, and is in no wise dis-
U ifd if he works one day weekly instead of six.
@GPty Churches are the rule rather than the ex-
i, . The main reason for men joining the State
o‘li{q [ not a desire for martyrdom, but a prospect
& n f [b e* Palatad, patrwwoage, profit, and power,"
liaiwi °miGr cheerful dean of St. Paul’'s Cathedra
beRallf expressed it. If it were not for the money-
thf Controlled by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners,
of .~Bglican Church would at once sink to the level
rh Gss fortunate Nonconformist rivals.
f'ree Churches are in a terrible condition,
of gld°<Bregationalists, one of the oldest and proudest
Tliejj “~nconformist bodies, are in a parlous state.
Pt al'l'sts have been on the down grade for years
dsts Ja n'y the fusion of the Wesleyans and Metho-
hiiitar' Stabled them to keep up appearances. The
o the'au’ w'l0< under Martineau, supplied brains
Public .aeologians, have almost disappeared from
of v vlew- The Roman Catholics make a pretence
i>oe v?cetnent, but it is largely spoof and make-be-
St t].1we a theatrical manager who seeks to repre-
few 0 O battle of Waterloo with two dozen supers, a
br bbsfvcs, and two flags.
"Oter u Jic who is a Congregationnlist, knows
Church "aU e State priests that the Christian
AiPGs are “ up against it.” The real meaning
kvi’*l srave crisis in religious superstition, is not a
Pegple °f paganism, although priests would like
O think so. It is due to the fact that the
<W & ~t'Pcrstition itself is crumbling. Everything
W y crumbles which is not true. Never in the
jo inia <f_the world was there so little religion, never
ae Secularism as at the present time. Never
r]ﬁ@.,*en attended places of worship so little, never
°Wly T attended philanthropic meetings so assidu-
~Blari Christianity is in the melting-pot, and
N|isti-ISU *s slowly permeating everywhere. The
foisted " “ehgion, which is an Oriental superstition
l'o fajji~l fhe Western world, no longer satisfies, for
jays , 1°an satisfy when it is found out. Men nowa-
r li' fs° longer accept upon mere trust the religious
Vr ~ °f their remote and ignorant ancestors.
93ip0. O Pulpits of the fast-emptying churches is in-
vd@of “ f° fbe glory of God.” That is the
fhe past. Secularism sounds the vibrant and
Bin~Va'd note of the future: “ To the service of
Teo y-' Based on fables, supported by brute
fids rading on ignorance, the Christian Religion
Shinl0.~"'science, of the race rising above its
vice g' The voice of reason has been a still, small
' s®inetimes almost inaudible, though never quite
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stilled, but now it is swelling into a sound like the
sea, which will one day overwhelm the chanting of
the priests.

According to the conservative estimate of a promi-
nent Christian priest, Christianity in all its forms can
only claim the allegiance in this country of a third of
the population. Of this the State Church has about
a half, whilst the various Nonconformist bodies share
the remainder. Reduced to plain language, this
means that the so-called National Church is no
longer the Church of the nation, but only of a one-
sixth minority. Yet the Anglican Church clergy
act as if they were still possessed of undisputed
power, and from time to time act as if they were back
in the Middle Ages, and above the law itself. The
recent case of the Cambridge farmer who was cast
into Bedford Gaol when he refused to repair the
chancel of Hauxton parish church is a case in point.
It was a priestly attempt to make the Judicature the
obedient servant of their Church; just as in the case
of the suggested new Book of Common Prayer, the
Bishops are trying to wriggle out of the control of
Parliament. Priests are as slippery as eels, and as
non-moral as sharks. They are so fond of granting
dispensations that they think, on occasion, that they
can dispense themselves from the oaths which they
take at ordination. They imagine that they can act in
the twentieth century exactly as they used to in the
sixteenth century, and get away with it There
used to be a joke in circulation of a bus-driver who
shouted to a rival : “ Do you want all the road,” and
who got the saucy reply : “ No! Only the bit you've
got.” Priests resemble that bus-driver. They want
to take the little liberty that the ordinary citizen
possesses. The best and most forcible answer to
such impudence is the disestablishment and disen-
dowment of a church which represents nothing but
the bad ecclesiastical traditions of the Dark Ages of
Ignorance. Mimnermus.

What did Paul TeachP

Ever since the Christian Church was more or less
fully established, two great questions have agitated
its intelligent followers. These questions have occu-
pied the lives of thousands of its theologians, and
have filled hundreds of thousands of books. In ad-
dition quite the same number of articles in pious
papers has been devoted to them, and millions of
sermons have been delivered in superhuman efforts
to solve them. Nowadays they are called “ The
Enigma of Jesus,” and ” The Problem of Paul,” and
any reader of the religious press in general, and re-
ligious books in particular, will soon discover that
anything like a solution is as far off as ever.

Of course, the less intelligent members of the
various Christian sects can be fobbed off with any
reply. There is no enigma of Jesus for the faithful,
whole-hearted believer. Jesus was the Son of God,
sent, because the Almighty so loved the World, to
save sinners from His wrath, and so long as you be-
lieved every word of the Authorized Version of the
Bible, if you were a Protestant, or the Douay Ver-
sion, if you were a Catholic, you would go straight
up to Jesus in heaven the moment you died, the un-
believer disappearing shrieking for mercy into the
never-ending fires of Hell. No enigma there, what-
ever. On the other hand, there is no problem of
Paul for the genuine Christian. Paul was a dread-
ful persecuting Jew called Saul, till Jesus came in
all his glory to him in a vision, and straight away
Saul became Paul, a marvellous Christian who wrote
thirteen Epistles, full of Divine Wisdom, through the
Holy Ghost, who founded many Churches, carried
on the work of Jesus with fiery missionary zeal, and
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who was martyred by the Romans, probably at the
instigation of dreadful unbelieving Jews, in the year
65 a.d. Problem of Paul, indeed!

Alas, wicked infidels, in the name of scientific in-
vestigation, particularly in Germany, have had the
audacity to scrutinize both the documents on which
our knowledge of Jesus is based, and the letters of
Paul, which tell us almost all we know of the
mighty apostle. And the more the documents are
examined, the more difficult are the problems en-
countered, and incidentally, the further off seem the
solutions.

In the case of Jesus, theologians are uniting, not
to prove that Jesus was the son of the living God, as
much as to prove there really was a Jesus. Doubts
are increasing at an alarming rate as to his actual
historicity, and Christians (as well as some Rational-
ists) consider they have done a good day’s work if
they show there must have been some obscure Jewish
peasant about whom we know absolutely nothing,
and are never likely to know anything, who really
lived in an obscure village in Palestine, and who
eventually became the hero of the Gospels. The
Virgin Birth, the Miracles, the Crucifixion, and the
Resurrection are accretions ” added to the
“ original ” story by a “ later hand.” So much for
the enigma of Jesus.

The Problem of Paul seems to be in a somewhat
similar state. There are theologians, like Van
Manen, who, while not doubting for a moment the
actual existence of a Paul or a Saul, or somebody of
a similar name, feel bound to deny the authenticity
of the whole of the thirteen famous epistles. Who-
ever may have written them, it could not have been
Paul. Nine of the epistles have been given up by
even eminent and thorough believing Christians.
The remaining four, considered quite “ genuine,”
are now looked upon with a great deal of suspicion.
Of course, they were *“ originally ” written by
Paul, the Great Apostle, but they have unfortunately
been “ interpolated,” and some of us, after reading
all about the “ interpolations,” are beginning to
wonder whether the interpolations are not the
“genuine” writings and the genuine writings are not
the “interpolations,” ! Personally 1 go, further. After
doing my best to understand Paul in our own
Authorized Version, and studying other versions in
my spare time, T confess very sadly, if you like, that
the letters of Paul might just as well have been left
in Greek, for I found it almost hopeless to disen-
tangle any coherent teaching from them. What Paul
was really driving at, the Eord knows, but | don’'t.
I admit that this may be due entirely to my own
lack of intelligence, but there it is. | haven’t read a
book yet which has solved the problem of Paul for
me, as far as telling me what he meant anyway.
One of the best accounts for those who would like to
investigate the matter more fully will be found in
Mr. C. Clayton Dove’'s Paul of Tarsus, and | doubt
whether a more lucid exposition of Paul can be
found anywhere.

Now comes Mr. E. Gordon Rylands with a work
that no mere short review can do full justice to. It
is very closely reasoned indeed, and shows a won-
derful knowledge of what is known as “ Wisdom ”
literature and Gnosticism.* Mr. Rylands insists that
he uses the term “ Gnostic,” “ where perhaps other
writers would have employed the term ‘Hellenistic,” ”
though “ the latter term is somewhat ambiguous.”
Elsewhere (page 35) he explains more fully the word
“ Gnostic,” and it is obvious that no one can under-
stand Paul or the epistles attributed to him without a
thorough grasp of Gnosticism and all it implies :—

*A Critical Analysis of the Four Chief Pauline Epistles,
by h. Gordon Rylands, 1929. 12s. 6d. Watts & Co.
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Gnostics derive their name from the greelgvlg
; ; “ " ivine

gnosis, meaning knowledge,” or
dom,” because they believed that the pri”ﬁryaeitgp
ditiou for the salvation of mankind was knevij)of
of the true God and of his purpose. Throug O
auee of the true God men had been led aw .
the falsehoods of polytheism and the wot ~
idols. The first Gnostics were Jews, who a Na-
under the influence of Greek philosophic3 J1<s)

tions. The belief among Jews that their ria 'dllited
been specially chosen by God was_tr' "te
among Jewish Gnostics into a conviction n

Jewish race was destined to bring to men a
ledge of the true God. Hence the Gnostic ~”a
ganda of the first two centuries took the 1°
crusade against idolatry and false gods. [
Mr. Rylands goes deeply into this questl #
Gnosticism, and his examination of RoWanS jif(i
masterly piece of analysis. He detects two or
writers in the epistle, and assigns the terms w >
R3, to them, and indicates why he does s°'s&ds
different styles in language, the different eXPrC . &
and even the different and contradictory  jOOW
are all clearly brought out, and no one who ~ p
Mr. Rylands can doubt for a moment that e
mainly right. As a contrast, however, let
Horne and Tregelles’ Introduction to the
Criticism of the New Testament (page 521)
In perusing Romans, it will be desirable
at least the eleven first chapters, at °ffcCin tt
terruptedly, as every sentence, especiall)(’l Lo}
argumentative part, bears an intimate FERUAL
and is dependent upon the whole discourse,
not be understood unless we comprehend t> jy
of the whole ... It is only through cq ¥

that the depth of the instruction here coH'cJ
thc Spirit of God can be fully appreliendo > J

sentence is replete with meaning and Pfine"(g &
widest application are solemnly enunciated
forced. il
This passage forms part of the conclusion5 ~
chapter on Romans, which sets out to clucm
meaning of Paul, and all 1 can say about it 1 %)
after carefully reading the attempt, I was wilindils
as completely befogged as ever. And Mr. ~ ‘D
careful commentary gives one of the reason9 ~
Paul is so difficult to understand : if more thd IE
writer had a hand in an epistle, if one was “jjc
Gnostic ” than the other, or if one was ’ jin
and the other wasn’t, and if the whole was &1 ji&V
the interests of the growing Catholic Churc >3
in the world can clear and reasonable teaching
mate from such a hotch-potch ?
Moreover, another difficulty is shown to ex
Mr. Rylands—namely, the difficulty of various *
ings. These readings found in different copies
Greek New Testament, written at different ~
made from all sorts and conditions of man"Sc yr
by all kinds of monkish writers, are often <(c
poohed by apologists. Their argument is tlUIlfid
main tenets of Christianity are not affected by ~ 0
tions of certain phrases or words. That migM
if some agreement could be arranged as to wh* }
main tenets” actually were. In Paul’s
wrong word may make nonsense of his meanllth»
indeed it actually does. In desperation, edit°r ™1
commentators turn sadly to the various codices v
agree with their view, and do their best to
those that do not. Mr. Rylands gives instance
instance of different readings. For exarup L
takes Acts xviii, 5, where “ we are told that
being constrained by the word (the Eogos) tP
to ‘the Jews ' as though he had not been SPe j,
to the Jews before.” In a note, Mr. Rylands
“In many MSS. ‘Eogos’ has been alters jp
' Spirit,’ for an obvious reason. The choice
reading ‘ logos ' is not arbitrary; it is justified 1

jid
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2 E evidence that early raulinism was

Gnostic.” f ., as in.
Tie Codex sinaiticus here has ” but our
ded have many others of the 01 ~ *,, ancj it
-Authorized Version gives the wore Variorum
M interesting to follow Mr. Ryla,u s 'sl case.
j'ble. and see how cleverly he make origi-
e claims at least “ four editions ® an(\ it
"a” of the first epistle to the Cor G{ Paul
~ould be noted that even drastic® ine »
‘3®ah\'ays claimed this letter as rnlatians to a
. Tie great difficulty of attributing >- s js dis-
a'i ""ho wrote soon after the death «I
2> 5S¢y keenly by Mr. and call
1M Relieve in the “ historicit of J tQ tlie
aul as a witness shouldytry an

bat]le' ac S'ves in its entirety what he believes to
'epistle as written by Paul, and finally
Hth a VCT exhaustive and penetrating study

don a, 7™ -on of the work of Tcrtullian, Mar-
ad"nd Bpiphanus. This is an excellent chapter,
intlle 'Mensable for all those who take any interest
kxr j™Maal criticism of the New Testament.
Sereai p an”™ bairns that he gives a truer picture of
Pamj ai,i than has heretofore been given, and his
Alth |Crtainly not the orthodox one.
likely t° lcr this is a notable book, which is quite
th  Otabc its place among those classics of Free-
~holjrj WAIC™ Teal with textual criticism, It is
wittily ~ anT original, and Mr. Rylands, after
fositions”™Passionately surveying the orthodox
" " ,, Pr°ves conclusively that the four
adelj e epistles of Paul have been interpolated
ISt j *I< ill the interests of the Catholic Church,

k confess | am still in the dark as
C at file original ” teaching of Paul really
H. Cutner.

Heligion, Supernatural Fear
and Sex.

if»
al-dilljuﬁl B. M. Stutfield is among that numerous
Pes ,Pectablc company, who enter the arena to ex-
B>diO, I0ir displeasure. over the products of the
Brly aatlalytic method of observation, and particu-
V J* Tiat is applied to the problem of religion.
>, judged by the relative space which he
Rotgn_T* these two subjects, he seems to feel that
Mr. ~ catholic mysticism is even more objection-
ilnsses V1 Psychoanalysis. On the whole, he ex-
Vrvv- sclf in afrecment “ with Air. Thouless’
Vtiv"Ql Trat the sex instinct is part of the in-
it 20foundation of religion though not the whole
Alany habitual temperamental compromisers
V  § the same thought. Further on Stutfield
“edietlt ~.Propose to show that there are other in*
Hes fi S In the mystical or religious cauldron, be-
dese j*C frotic instinct, and the most important of
@ T'ink is fear.” 1 Perhaps that is as good an
ANy™ Jil as any, for the formulation of a psychan-
ttitude toward that issue. Obviously, Mr.
a,(l IC@ himself has much unconscious fear of sex
(v "Nanalysis, otherwise he probably wauld not
t’horai SUC™ cxtravagantly emotional phrases as
ktna~ c°sspool lower and meaner elements of
hiti Hlawe" —1 nasty interrogations,” etc., in
Ml ref.1° sex anT psychoanalysis. Farther on we
VoM., d again to this extravagant language.
'‘ae  7ays, all healthy-minded persons arc apt to
~°hgh of intelligence, in relation to their fear
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of naturally dangerous objects, to avoid the major in-
juries. However, it is not the wholesome fear of
speeding automobiles, or locomotives, or accidental
electrocution, that makes us religious. If such
wholesome fears, of merely natural forces, could
make us religious, then we w'ould all be indulging
in propitiatory services to, and worship of, chauffers,
engineers, and electricians. Instead of inducing re-
ligion, the intelligent, wholesome fear of nature only
induces the use of practical and effective, but wholly
natural means for avoiding the possible, and relieving
actual natural injury. Such wholesome and natural-
istic fears, when they are entertained by persons of
even a moderate amount of intelligence, do not in-
duce fears of the unknowable supernatural, nor re-
liance upon supernatural preventives. To induce the
resort to the supernatural, a fear must first he of
somewhat morbid intensity, or the person must be
unusually ignorant, or both. Healthy-minded fear
plus ignorance will not, by itself, evolve to religious
morbidity. Neither will healthy-minded fears, stand-
ing alone, induce a religious attitude of mind. First
there must be some morbid intensity. No wholsome
fear of natural forces, as that may be held by a
healthy-minded intelligent person, will induce a
flight from the realities, for a resort to imaginary,
supernatural danger. The normal attitude toward
lightning for example, at most will induce only
something like experiments with lightning rods.
An unwholesome fear will induce absurd inferences,
if lightning rods are tried. No morbid fear of
lightning originates in lightning, nor derives its
psychologic power from lightning, even when its
victim explains sucli fear in terms of the lightning.
A morbidly intense fear of lightning is likely to in-
duce a resort to remedies which, from a healthier
view point, seem very foolish and phantasmal. This
morbid acceptance of foolish and futile preventives,
or remedies, often includes efforts to commandeer
supernatural aid, even for the annulment of natural
law, by miraculous intervention.

Perhaps Mr. Stutfield’s own repressed (uncon-
scious) attitude of fear concerning sex was only
delusionally projected into religious and mystical per-
sons. If his opinion about fear in religion was a
delusionally induced opinion, then he would natur-
ally reject the psychoanalyst’s sexual explanation for
religious fears and experiences, and himself would
feel no need for first considering the psychanalyst’s
method of research, or the resultant concrete evidence
upon which their general conclusions are formulated.
That is just what was done by Mr. Stutfield. And,
if his opinion about religious fears was a mere
delusional projection of his own fear about sex, and
the product of an emotional need for concealing the
sexual basis thereof, that too, will show itself in his
mode of statement. In that event he will arbitrarily
express for the religionist, the same dissociation of
personality as that which already existed within him-
self. He can confidently make his assertion about a
sexless fear in religion, without feeling any need for
first making even one psychogenetic study of religi-
osity, upon which to base his repudiation of the re-
search of others. As he must deny that his own fear
of sexual self-revelation produced the extravagant
adjectives against psychoanalysis, as above quoted,
so he will quite scrupulously respect the similar mask
of religious theory, which the muystical religionist
uses for his sexual impulses, and for his psycho-
sexual experiences. Quite in harmony with this, Mr.
Stutfield ignores the claim that sexual fears are so
far found, by psychoanalytic observation, to be the
essence of fear in every examined case of super-
natural or metaphysical danger. All this is
only another way of saying that Mr. Stutfied’s
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statement embodies just those characteristics which
we would expect, if there exists a psycho-neurotic
determinant for his opinion, about the existence of
and influence of sexless fear, in the creation of super-
natural religion.

Mr. Stutfield proves abundantly that fear is a tre-
mendous symptomatic factor in religion. Of course
the fear is there. However, that is beside the issue.
We wish to know how such a fear of phantasmal
Gods and demons ever entered the mind with such
a degree of intensity as to be valued as being re-
ligious, and evidencing the existence of the super-
natural; and how all this came to be, without having
an experimental background of sexual guilt. His a
priori declaration, and his merely logical argument in
support thereof, are not very convincing, to any one
who has outgrown the pre-adolescent and pre-bubes-
cent conflicts of impulse. If Mr. Stutfield had out-
grown his own erotic conflict, he would not have been
content to express a merely emotional aversion to the
findings of psychanalysts, but have criticized their
method of observation. It may be that the fears of
nature were stronger in the primitive man than now,
although there is no proof of that. Even if it were so,
the emotional conflicts of the infantile and childish
eroticism was always there, as is shown by the
myths of the race and by its ancient moral codes and
values. Mr. Stutfield, and his associates, need to
study the genesis of the preadolescent psychology
of the religionist. At best he and his kind can only
encourage those who are void of supernatural fear,
to make further psycho-genetic research on any actual
human being in which Mr. Stutficld may claim that
religious fears, and their reassuring religious experi-
ence, are present without any involvment of sexual
fears, sexual shame, or sexual guilt. Psychoanalysts
have published numerous clinical records of path-
ologic cases of mild and extreme theomania, in which
the intense fears of phantasms, as well as the need
for, and the resultant experience and identification
with supernatural powers, were found to be mere
displacements of the personal fears of sexual origins.
These findings have been checked, to sec if a deduc-
tive application of psychoanalytic theory would ex-
plain the “ spiritual love affairs ” of the “ saints”
and others. By this method the two are found to be
entirely consistent. All of these cases together may
not be numerous enough, as yet, to give a great
degree of certitude to the resultant generalization.
However, before we pay much attention to the repu-
diation of such generalizations, we wish our opponents
to produce at least one case, in which religious fears
or religious experiences, have been submitted to a
thorough psycho-genetic investigation, without the
discovery of any sexual fears. Of course we also
wish them to exhibit their technique for psycho-
genetic research, so that we can compare it with our
method.” Please turn some such cases of accredited
orthodoxy over to us, for psycho-analytic investiga-
tion. We icadily admit that fear is always present
in religion. We doubt that any alleged fear is
always present in religion. We doubt that any
alleged fear of men can become intense enough to be
ascribed to supernatural causes, and to induce resort
to super-natural means of protection, or induce re-
ligious experiences, without some sexual component
in its causation. That is all.

T heodore Schroeder.

Cos Cob, Conn.

1 Psychoanalytic Method of Observation. International
Journal of Psychoanalysis, v. 6 (No. 2) : pp. 155-170; 1925;
Abstracted in : Psychoanalytic Review, v. 15 (No. 2) : pp.
460-461; October, 1928.
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Acid Drops.

,  epical

Dr. Stanton Coit is the President of tlie n
Church, and the Ethical Church appears to have
mental flabbiness of the average modern Churc.” jd
out the recommendation of possessing an 11 ‘&
standing. Presumably he likes the name ~ U te
cause it does not quite cut him off from the res i
Churches, and he likes the term God because,
means anything, everything, and, in practice, Nth
it has a soothing sort of a sound, and quite fits 1
“ Church.” There are hosts of neonle who,
have broken with the ideas for which certain
stood, never seem to quite screw their courag
point of throwing away the words which rcP
the discarded beliefs.

Med

Figuring in the Reynolds Pulpit, Dr. Coit n"1® A1
to inform the world “ How to Cure Scepticism- ™ je
the way it is done is this. It is no use, he sa”S {tiefc
children to call upon God, or to believe in God, “c
is nothing definite to which you can point NC'™ rjeicc
“ omission to point to anything in everyday ¢ N . aid
and call it God, is the chief cause of sceptic*5
atheism. But:— fih

There are factors in every man’s experience as
the word God is strictly applicable. Unselfish ,0.C jd+
interested justice, is such a factor. It is Hob’
nitely significant, and precious . . . Teach y°m.(* y®

that Truth, Beauty and Goodness are God.S | > e

will make it impossible for them ever to

Atheists or even sceptics. 0.
I do not remember that Dr. Coit ever distinguish  (jc

moment he begins to talk about “ religion be 1 screc
sense of proportion and says goodbye to comin&r an)
His recipe appears to amount to the advice

thing you believe in God, and then as you bel'c

it you will never be without the belief 11 i
Reduced to plain language, it would almost se
though Dr. Coit was poking fun at many 10 dlibdc
ligionists, but we fancy his mind is hardly
enough, nor his sense of humour active enough
to be the case. Of course, if you can call a"j
God, then Atheism is impossible, for how can 41 "1
be without a God if anything he believes is Fi°l «~3
we can suggest is to take that kind of a teaching
church and see what kind of an impression it PI0..jtic
It probably does for the Ethical Church, but we lir
that this is another name for Dr. Coit.

Of course, if Dr. Coit means that Atheism has (0]
to do with beauty, or goodness, or truth, or j' . rpC
say so is not argumentation, it is simple imperri'l
and belongs to the worst kind of religious iniperi, ™ i
It is a form of religious blackguardism of which |5
the best of Christian leaders are getting ashamed-
curious that the Ethical Church should revert t°
kind of religious propaganda. On the whole we 5 ~c
prefer to join one of the Established Churches.
nonsense there has at least the recommendation of 1
ancient.

The foundation-stone has been laid of the gb?\k/’;
speare Memorial Theatre at Stratford. Apropos d
a weekly paper says that this shows that “ the t"ot j..
not unmindful of what it owes our greatest EnS~i
man.” The whirligig of time brings its revengesig fr
of the theatre were once branded, with the Churcnit ¢,
proval, as “ rogues and vagabonds.” To-day, y OjC
speare is hailed as our greatest.Englishman. hi°® 3
has ever suggested that the term was deserved f.
Christian bishop. Which shows that sense of Pr®’
tion still has a look in.

At last we have the real reason for the dwindlinj”™i
Sunday school scholars. A Dorset reader of The
Chronicle says :—

If parents are not sending their children to the

QB
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day schools, it is because the churches and chape
hmd the schools are failing to dispense
Christian truth and example to the paren 1+
s Itis
not horrid Secularism, or plcasmc
rﬂt fause of the trouble, after all. The parsons
the truth! Shame on 'em!

The young generation to-day, says Mr. Trevor Alien,
" I)s "to an age of opportunity. True enough. And,
( 'ce no journal but the Freethinker will say it, we add
,,at one Phase of opportunity waiting to be seized is in
A direction of freedom of thought. There are all the

nievements of past pioneers waiting to be built upon
He gi U< as jumping bff siages fof Fuuther piogicss,
[OREF. es ~ been shorn of onueh of tliew former
ad t], lere are privileges to be taken from them;
Mejorityl6 fre rTrilts ho be won by Freethinkers. The
Chnreiji © ~'e 17ople are no longer influenced by the
PrikersSf trat™hions and teachings. Hence, young
active a for " NMe best of causes,” will encounter a less
fr, the vf°niSm to, and a more sympathetic hearing
Toutiir p Vlewp they would disseminate. Truly, the
The . “eethinker slips into an age of opportunity!
R tlld *eker cach one seizes it, the more rapid will

Plogres of the Freethought Cause.

©°yo0, ,

of tljj)g/; " Krow that over 90 per cent of the young men
@Pcrt Quntry are to-day outside the Churches? An
cernt. O travels all over England puts it at 95 per
next r % bve question of the day then is—will the
aread fu S tion be pagan or Christian?  All these
Method' tI<linSs c°uie from the pen of “ Scribe ” in the
tlis tost* M:>CS- Healso asks church leaders to apply
lendin' J “ How many young fellows are there [at-
fie>> “aurch] between the ages of sixteen and twenty-
things * as> brethren, deucedly few! By the way
°f reliJ*0Otaping, we fancy that much-heralded revival
Wl 1,JjlOou w’ll get small help from the young men. It
\ears © e '° depend on young girls of up to seventeen
" Ia‘_ar>d the old woman—not forgetting Mr. James
Qe and Mr. Harold Bcgbic.

flic 1o *
mv 1 |Xr bc” adds, that it is almost generally agreed

Qdd.,, at( “ soft, sloppy methods leave our virile youth
>etl]y He will not be wheedled into the church by
jam ( ° er]lertainment devices which he regards as the
Kep jen™ him to swallow a pill.” Youth, it would
dspe a Very wide awake. No wonder the parsons feel
' The question is—are gpy of them .gapable of
,anything other than “ soft, sloppy methods '?

Hie portraits in conference issues of Mctlio-
Olnnls will supply the answer.

4 109,
st

of Exeter has sent a message to the

call,,,- U Conference at Plymouth. It is hardly to be
a cheerful one for pious souls :—

aKknl Present KuroPe 's threatened with a movement

in.» ft Christianity. It shows itself at present in an
but' ,erence to public worship and disregard of Sunday,

as  -""l become a definite anti-Christian propaganda
} is in Russia. It is time for Christians to close
The ranks e e

Hi8nf shOP a0 expresses the wish that his own Church
llint av°id bitter controversy, and seek unity; and
"nityl'I"*iug by Methodist example, it might step from
-. 10 re-union. Outsiders see most of the game,
thedeiefde we may be pardoned for suggesting that
lost u,rches will seek re-union only when they have
that ,l'ost °f their power and privileges, and realize
gtt],,rley "1l 1°sc Hie remainder if they don’t hang to-
lot O,' When such a state of affairs arrives, what a
W]| ‘'undamental or vital differences between the sects
the sI*mg overboard! And for this “ massacre of
appr Itals,” there will be no difficulty in producing holy
iir, \al in “ what Jesus said.” A wonderfully accom-
1n>g book is the Bible!

W
""Hug about Methodism in Devon, the Rev. Win-
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I boult Harding thinks the difficulties of reaching holiday

crowds are very great. Visitors, it appears, have the
I wrong kind of habits, owing to motoring. Therefore
the rev. gent, soulfully concludes that seaside crowds
bring home the fact that the Church’s future warfare is
to be a soldier’s battle. Things are not so bad as this,
surely.  Why, to judge by the grateful letters pub-
lished by the B.B.C., we thought the masses had nearly
all been converted to religion.

The same Mr. Harding is convinced that Devon and
Dorset would be a spiritual wilderness, but for the
Methodist Mission. But, alas, the 11011-religious influ-
ences of the age are affecting even the remote villages
covered by the mission. Motor-buses convey young
people to the nearest towns and theatres, and away from
the religious services at the tin tabernacles. Neverthe-
less, the good man concludes that there is a deep
hunger for religion knocking about somewhere or other.
All the same, we are inclined to fancy that the alleged
revival of religion is hardly likely to start erupting
with the help of the young people of Devon and Dorset
villages.

A Leytonstone commercial traveller was charged with
being in charge of a motor-car while drunk. He was
sentenced to a month’s imprisonment, but appealed.
On appeal, evidence was given as to his good character,
part of which was that he was Secretary to the Board of
Management of St. George’s Presbyterian Church,
l.eytonstone. The Chairman of the justices there-
upon altered the sentence to a fine of (50 and costs. We
have nothing whatever to say against the alteration of
the sentence, imprisonment is often the most stupid way
of punishing a man, when the mere trial would be
punishment enough in itself. But when the chairman
said that they would not be justified in sending to
prison a man who stood so well with his friends and his
church, we would remind him and others, that some of
the greatest scoundrels who have figured in criminal
courts, have stood well with their church, and many of
those who do stand well with their church deserve a
much heavier sentence than was passed in this case.
But if these justices are inclined to take a standing in
Church as evidence of character, we suggest it is time
they resigned their commission.

There is a row going on at Ramsgate as to whether
the Churches and Chapels may decide what the people
may or may not do on Sundays, or whether they shall
decide for themselves. Naturally the Churches and
Chapels are against the latter alternative. It is true
people cannot be compelled to go to church, but they may
at least be prevented spending Sunday in a healthy and
agreeable manner. And if people will not be miserable
in church on Sunday, it is emphasizing the misery of the
godly for the ungodly to be enjoying themselves in
their own way—particularly, as some of the church-
goers have explained—they have the mortification of
actually hearing the happy laughter of the ungodly.
It is true that the ungodly will have little pleasure
hereafter, but it is their enforced misery here that the
godly desire.

A meeting was called at the Ramsgate Congrega-
tional Hall, to consider the question of Sunday games,
and to ask the local authority to reverse its decision to
open its grounds for Sunday use. It was a religious
meeting, and carried through in quite a religious
manner, since the chairman announced that no speeches
in opposition would be heard until after the resolution
against Sunday games had been carried. @ This was
quite agreeable to the different brands of Jesusites who
were present, which included churchmen, nonconform-
ists, and Salvationists—the latter supplying a band. Of
course the resolution against the Council’s action was
carried, and then several speakers were permitted to
mount the platform. But they were not given a hear-
ing, and when ordinary interruptions failed, the Salva-
tion Army band appears to have come in very handily.
It was all quite Christian, and, of course, quite con-
temptible.
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One of the principle speakers against the Council was
the Rev. N. A. Turner-Smith. He said he was born a
Free-Churchman—and freedom was in his blood, but by
the action of the Council they were being forced to be-
come Sunday traders, and this was restrictive of their
freedom. So the only way for him to have his freedom
was to prevent other people having theirs. This puts
quite a new aspect on what we are to understand by
freedom. When a Church or a Chapel opens its doors
for business on Sunday, inasmuch as we are compelled
by law to contribute towards its expenses through the
rates, we are being turned into an upholder of Christ-
ianity, and those places are restrictive of our freedom.
On the other hand, the Council has trams on Sunday,
the railways run on Sunday, the gas and water com-
panies do their business on their Sunday, policemen are
employed on Sundays, and all of these are turning Mr.
Turner-Smith into a Sunday trader. He ought to advo-
cate stopping the lot. We suggest to this very logical
parson, that the only right way for him to behave would
be to adopt the advice of G. W. Foote—go to bed on
Saturday night, remain there till Monday morning, and
employ a Jew to turn him over when he wishes to have
a change of position. And the moral health of the com-
munity might easily be improved by Mr. Turner-Smith
remaining in bed over the “ Saw-bath.”

Now that the Labour Party has so enormously in-
creased its strength in the country, we have one other
comment to make. There is no question that Sunday is
the working-man’s holiday. There is no question either
that to provide games and recreation for the youth of
both sexes make for the moral, mental, and physical
health of the community. We suggest to the members
of the Labour Party all over the country that on this
question they have the opportunity of permitting every
one to spend Sunday as he or she desires, so long as
they behave in a decent and peaceful manner. Anything
that makes for a healthier body, a mind, and a healthier
ethic should be of help in solving political and social
problems. Of course, acting in this way might lose
some of the chapel vote, but one can’t be always holding
a candle to the devil.

If the Government does resolve to acquire the owner-
ship of mining royalties, it will be worth while noting
the attitude of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. How
much exactly the Commissioners acquire from this
source is not made public, but it must be over half-a-
million annually. In any case, wc venture to prophecy
that the clergy will be found demanding their full pound
of flesh when the time for purchase arrives. Meanwhile
we note that none of the clergy are prominent in
demanding that this shall be done. And it cannot be
argued that so far as the coal industry is concerned the
parsons do anything but simply collect the money.

Moreover there is always the question of the taxation
of religious buildings.  Millions are lost annually by
every church and chapel in the country being permitted
to go scot-free—a freedom which compels every one to
pay his or her share of what the religious buildings
ought to pay. So far, the Freethinker is the only paper
in the country that persistently calls attention to this
subsidization of religion by the .State.

The aims and arrogance of the Roman Catholic Church
is illustrated by an incident that has just occurred. The
Father of a Roman Catholic Monastery banished from
Malta one of his monks. As the monk is a British sub-
ject, Lord Strickland, who is Prime Minister, promptly
and properly Vetoed the order. Now the Pope has
entered a strong protest against the cancellation, and
hinted at dire and dreadful things if the Church is in-
terfered with in this manner. It is a very apt reminder
that the Roman Church has never abated its claim to
stand superior to the civil power,
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Mr. Geoffrey Dawson moved a resolution of thanks t°
Lord Dawson of Penn, after he had distributed Prizei
at the Giggleswick School, Yorkshire. Mr. Daws«ll
said that the King’s Physician had earned the gratit" c
of the whole nation in prolonging the life of the K»?
In reply, Lord Dawson did not make any referenceld
the help of the Almighty, or the prayers of all te
numerous religious bodies that have been busy. In"
stead, he spoke well of the team work of his colleag3?
during the King’s illness, not forgetting the less
nately situated people who attend hospitals. And 1
incident, we think, is a good example of the poles apart

of science and religion.

In the midst of wars, thunderstorms, and the
mometer at eighty, we have a report of a strange P (
omenon at Bootle. A stricken pilgrim, returned
Lourdes, wc quote from an ironical newspaper rcP
saw on a kitchen window, a picture of Our Lac)
Lourdes arid Bernadette. The window pane is to be P/
served. And this is reported on the same page
fierce storm and drought, bathing fatalities, a 1
knocked down and killed by an omnibus, and five
jured in a road smash. You pays your money anay
takes your choice. There is no doubt that the PIC j.
on the window-pane is proof positive that the FPR®
the Lord’s anointed or anything else you like. n
rather a pity that the foolish reporter described the
turned pilgrim as “ stricken.”

Some wireless listeners have told the B.B.C- ~
pleased they were with Negro Spirituals. For our P3 '
we think the broadcasting of these »Spirituals may C
a useful purpose. They may help some intelligent 1 ,
son to appreciate what “ true ” religion—un-bowdlerl j
by modern apologists—really is. The sentiments
“ Drown old Pharaoh’s Army, Hallelu!” arc eirt'rt™
and purely Christian. They may rather shock j
finicky modern Christian. But he should ask hnn
whether the orthodox Christian doctrine, that all n
who refuse to accept Christ will be made to suffer for 1
is superior to it.

Museums, says the Mayor of Worthing, would
better with very large cellar accommodation. Cert®1
cither the museums or their cellars should be made *a™c
enough to accommodate the paraphernalia ol
Christian Churches. In the time to come, no doubt t
will be. And educationalists will take children to '
these religious exhibits as an object lesson on the >
of mankind during the Christian era.

A United Free Church and Anglican religious ca
paign has been fixed to be held in Bradford for Septel
her 12 to 20. These dates seem right for a little e*
Freethought activity in Bradford. It is only fitting *
the Devil should inspire his followers at the same t* ¢
as Christ is inspiring his. Bradford would be all
better for having at hand the antidote to pious uonseO™

Bishop Barnes says that it is the " rightly eduea”™
man” who can best fashion a living Christian f&
We note the word " rightly.” Educated would not
And it would appear that a very large proportion of
leaders of thought arc not rightly educated, since tl,c®
have not fashioned a Christian faith. We presume y?
the rightly educated man is one who agrees with BISI
Barnes. The test is quite simple.

Six more toll-gates are free on the highways of t1"”
country. They were only bars to physical rnovemcl
On the road to intellectual freedom are many toll-g®"c"’

Verected through the influence of the Christian relig>°";

When men’s eyes are open wide enough to see that thcs§
mental toll-gates are there, they will thrust them, 311
the priestly gate-keepers, aside to let Progress contihll
on her journey.
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National Secular Society

BirdlrUC9 National Secular Society are now

to benefit1r0~NO™ Trust Deed, and those who wish

with pC  iI*0 Society by gift or bequest may do so

Wn be ete confidence that any money so received
~  Properly administered and expended.

Syone *?"*>* j°rm of bequest is sufficient for
j w’° desires to benefit the Society by will:—

larj ? by give and bequeath (Here insert particu-

Trugf  lesacy)» free of all death duties, to the
any N National Secular Society for all or
Soci © the purposes of the Trust Deed of the said

°f ti ant™ * direct that a receipt signed by two
dische trUStees °t the said Society shall be a good
arge to iny executors for the said legacy.

itsadmi'nforrnation concerning the Trust Deed and
Riistration may be had on application.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

SUBSCRIBI:RS WHO RECEIVE THEIR COrY OF the

tAKi IT,[INKER » IN A GREEN WRAPPER wilte tlease
T,itv  TIAT a RENEWAL OF THEIR SUBSCRIPTION IS DUE.

&N 'VII-1- also OBLIGE, IF THEY DO NOT WANT US TO

ifpECI'Ue SENDING THE CAPER, BY NOTIFYING US TO THAT

Endowment Trust—G. M. Gronn, 5s.

}léAé— lhanks for cutting. It is evident that a man
© Parson in his mental make-up without belonging

Pﬂ]a‘r‘rll?/. Particular Church. We have not forgotten our
"ety.S.. All o . .
reste ** con>niunications must be accompanied with

aR®amiU* address, not necessarily for publication, but as
1 f antee of good faith.

le(Je'|<° N—The remittance was received and acknow-
Gpr .'n the Freethinker for June 16. We value your
QHj ' °u of sympathy very much,

sy « ™0 Fiends' Delight is out of print, and we should
sin®e HVerV/ soaree. It was published in London, b'i
Here British publishers have become far less daring
sn jsrcRgi°n is concerned. The only copy we have ever
Ap
" Thanks for reference. One must be careful in
toy n.atters, and “ stealing ” is hardly the exact word
he M sueh a connexion.

rport j ny difficulty in securing copies should be at once
Lie £ C ,0 s office.

Sir*"l«' Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
he jy' london, E.c.4.

rtureehinker ™ is supplied to the trade on sale -

Stree. il Secular Society's office it at & Farringdon
‘“@ * B4,
"xio,, fervices of the National Secular Society in con-

Secular lhirial Services are required, all com-
4 J ,ls should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.
Ofitars  <OSetti, giving as long notice as possible.
°f the°pJiteralure should be sent to the Business Manager
«et tint,0neer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
til Ch 1 lo the Editor.
"'r'" ~N'cs and Postal Orders should be made payable to
tto, .~ °ncer Press,” and crossed "Midland Bank, Ltd.,
wd ei'Well Branch.
t C/N f'tices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
p*rSoried” ilIC on Tuesday, or they will not be

h n,”™10 seud 1Is newspapers would enhance the favour
I & emton'f 7C fessa™cs which they wish us to call

«itirrJ Or the Editor of the "Freethinker" should be
he , scd tO ;j Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4.

tishin~Ccthinker " will be foiwardcd direct from the pub-
0){ Aoffice at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
iear>15/-; half year, 7/6; three months, 3/9.
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Sugar Plums.

The actual educational value of the modern newspaper;
may be guaged by the state of the public mind concern-
ing Russia. No ordinary person, particularly the one
who reads more than one newspaper a day can be at all
sure wliat is going on there. Whether Russia is in the
grip of a band of dark and deadly murderers, with the
people cowering in terror, half-starved and ill-clad, with
starving and neglected illegitimate children roaming the
streets, or whether it is ruled by a baud of whole-souled
idealists, who have established a first-class educational
system, ruling a people devoted to the gospel of Lenin,
with art and literature brought well within the reach of
all, depends upon what paper one reads. And if one
reads all sorts of papers one ends with feeling that the
first step towards getting at the truth is to scrap the
newspapers and leave them to their task of printing
sensational scraps of sensational cases, varied with lurid
descriptions of a Royal procession, or articles on “The
Woman | have Loved,” or “ Why Men do not stay at
Home.”

A recent book by an American Journalist, Theodore
Dreiser, Dreiser Looks at Russia (Constable & Co., 5s.),
presents us with an impressionist sketch of Russia,
which strikes one as being on the whole quite fair.
There is distress and hardship, and, what to ourselves
would be intolerable government tyranny, but there is
far greater contentment and less individual suffering than
under the old regime. The rulers of Russia, fanatical
idealists, trying one of the greatest experiments ever
tried on a colossal scale—that of breeding a generation
to which the Soviet form of government shall appear
proper and inevitable, are pictured. The rulers
are ruthless, but unselfish in their fanatical devo-
tion to the work of creating a new earth, if
not a new heaven. Education is given to the
jieople of Russia to an extent they have never
before received it. And whatever else the rulers
of Russia may be, they are not self-seeking. They lead
strenuous lives and die poor men. This is the Russia
that Air. Dreiser saw, with all its light and shades, and
although his visit was a very brief one, we should not
be surprised to find that his picture is not far from the
truth.

Mr. J. Brighton is doing good work in the Chester-lc-
vStrect district. Ilis last report speaks of good meetings,
with much appreciative listening from those present.
He has also received an invitation from one of the local
clergy to address the Brotherhood belonging to his
church. The invitation has been accepted. We hope it
will be repeated.

A defiate on the subject of “ Does Man Survive
Death?” will take place at the end of October, between
Mr. Cohen and Mr. Shaw Desmond, the well known
novelist and dramatist. Full details will appear later.

The holiday season is now in full swing, and we take
the opportunity of reminding friends that we have plenty
of specimen copies of this paper for distribution, and
anyone may do a little very useful work in distributing
them. A supply of leaflets may also be bad for the
same purpose.

The world wants men—large hearted manly men—
Men who shall join its chorus, and prolong

The psalm of labour and the psalm of love.

The time wants Scholars—scholars who shall shape
The doubtful destinies of dubious years;

And land the ark that bears our country’s goods
Safe on some peaceful Ararat at last.

The age wants Heroes—heroes who shall dare

To struggle in the solid ranks of Truth;

To clutch the monster Error by the throat;

To bear opinion to a loftier scat;

To blot the era of oppression out,

And lead a universal Freedom in.

/. Priestley.
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Materialism, Old and New.

1.

Materialism, at the present time, is without prestige
in the philosophic world.

Confining ourselves exclusively to twentieth cen-
tury writers, a few examples, whilst by no means ex-
hausting the list, may serve to show exactly how
much Materialism is loved.

Kiilpe, the German writer, describes it as “ a mere
naive absurdity.” “ Materialism,” he tells us, can-
not explain even the simplest psychical process,” *j
and because of its utter puerility “ has not lost all '
standing in philosophical circles.”

Writing in 1913, the same author has the same |
views:—

In general it is ebaraeteristie of Materialism that j
it has no respect for the mental sciences, their |
methods and results; and that it does not recognize
the metaphysical character of its own pronounce-
ments . . . There is only one science which it blindly
trusts, and that is natural science.

In 1902 Mackenzie, then a provincial college tudor,
wrote:—

The impossibility of a completely mechanical
system of the universe . . . may perhaps be regarded
as one of the few points that have been definitely
established in metaphysical theory.

Thus Picton, the authority on Spinoza, in 1904 :—

Materialism has never been anything but a morbid
concomitant of the wonder excited from time to time
by fresh glimpses into the maze of natural phen-
omena.

Many writers, especially churchmen, suffer from
pure misunderstanding of the modern materialist
standpoint.  Canon Stricter (1928) declares the
materialist to “ start with the assumption that matter
alone exists.” Prof. J. A. Thomson is no more
satisfying :—

The materialistic outlook sees only electrons and
protons ... It leaves mind out of account, regard-
ing it as an illusion produced by living matter.

Probably, after all, the Duke of Argyll gave the
most honest and self-searching reason for his re-
jection of Materialism :—

There are two great enemies of Materialism. One
is the power of things hoped for; the other is the
evidence of things not seen.

How an absent witness can give evidence only the
Duke knows.

In his preface to a recent edition of Range’s History
of Materialism, Bertrand Russell shows a broader
spirit:—

The old solidity of matter is gone, and with it the
characteristic that, to the Materialist, made matter
seem more real than fleeting thoughts.

It is my experience of public libraries that Material-
ism does not get its fair share of representa-
tion on the shelves devoted to philosophy. If
we wist to see what the protagonists of philo-
sophic Theism have to say we shall find ample
material at our disposal. The same applies to Vital-
ism, or Pragmatism, or Idealism in any of its forms,
yea, even to such lesser nightmares as Occasionalism
and Psychophysical Parallelism. Such writers as
Bradley or Bosanquet, Balfour or Ward, and certainly
Lodge, penetrate into quite the smaller type of
library. Yet that magnificent one of which is with-
out a single work that can be said to be in any way
truly representative of up-to-date Materialism. (There
arc, | should say, works by MacCabe, but not speci-
ally representative of Materialism).

The Library Committees of to-day are—so we are
told— mainly composed of well-read, intelligent men,

freethinker

July 28,

with broadmindedness as a special virtue. At 3"
city library I recently entered Free Will Or Pe&f
minism in the Suggestion Book, and was inform«l”
an official that although the Committee was the h*
word in broadmindedness the odds against their IC
commendation of the book were very great bocas
* most people regard man as a free agent.

There are, of course, to be found everywhere’ym@
of a general nature which discuss Materialist
with other philosophies, but it is invariab) j
Materialism of La Mettrie, Moleschott, Buchner, ™
Vogt, etc., and it is regarded not only as untrue»”™
feeble and out of date. We hear much about
hey-day of Materialism.” and its final utter
It is now, and has been for some years, regar
dead and buried. The journalists have made d
as a general term for the base material pleas"”
life. They, the most casual students of phUdS® ~
to whom a little knowledge is a dangerous thing»
on Materialism as a transient form of human tho
now happily defunct. _

It is a remarkable fact that not all Atheist5"
Materialists. The most outstanding exaffiPc
comes to mind is Mr. C. E. M. Joad. Now 1/
quite certain that just as Mr. Chapman Cohell ,
gards Vitalism as an attenuated remnant of the
idea, so Mr. Joad, with apparently equal convW"
regards modern Materialism as the attenuated 1 ~
nant of that of the nineteenth century. And so
as the latter view is widely held modern Materia
as given in its most concise form in Materialist’l
stated, is starting at a disadvantage. Before d ,{
be received impartially, it has to free itself frenl. *
shackles of popular prejudice and misundersta" ™

As a personal instance, a short while ago | PAVA
in a religious controversy in a provincial neWSPfi*5
and had occasion to put forward materialistic vl »
In reply, a local minister triumphantly threw
Moleschott and Cabanis, as though that clinchO™!«
matter. Another gentleman expended a consider.
guantity of energy over two verbose columns, ¢ A}
latcd to lay Materialism low for all time, and e3 O
by confessing that he had never heard of Chail
Cohen. i

The fault did not altogether lie with the gentRd"j
because, as 1 have said, we cannot expect the rcs .jjj
Materialism to be widely diffused when the PIl
libraries and press are closed to it, as at present-

How are we to rescue Materialism from the P ~
sophic ostracism into which it has fallen? Th
the question | purpose discussing in another ar

G. H. Tayr°r’
(To be concluded.)

®5

N
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Man and Society.

Take but degree away, untune that string,
And, hark, what discord follows! each thing llie
In mere opugnancy : the bounded waters
Should lift their bosoms higher than the shores
And make a sop of all this solid globe :
Strength should be lord of imbecility,
And the rude son should strike his father dead :
Force should be right; or rather, right or wrong»
Between whose endless jar justice resides,
Should lose their names, and so should justice t°°’
Then every thing includes itself in power
Power into will, will into appetite;
And appetite, an universal wolf,
So doubly seconded with will and power,
Must make perforce an universal prey,
And last cat up himself.

Milliam SnAKESFEA'C
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Mike may live on the cross, but he will only risk *“ our
lives ” for the much more sacred Stars and Stripes. He
“ blessed ” several of these emblems in the cemetery.
But it is at least an honest bishop who declines to
talk cant about a purely fabulous Prince of “Peace.”

American Notes.

T,!s Press Waking Up.

The Boston Censorship has added folly to folly in sup-
pression, and made itself ridiculus a hundred times in
? ¢hnpting to justify its inane attempts to suppress the
nsuppressibie.  This is the New Republic’s criticism of

puritans

, 'he Massachusetts censorship law is as beautiful as

Birth Control in Canada.

Writing in The Commonwealth, an American Catholic
journal, the Rev. Father J. B. M. Clark comments on the
declining birth rate of Canada. He says :(—

11 >s dumb; under its provisions, any book which con-
tains one word that may be adjudged obscene may be
debarred from sale; and every court-room in Massa-

The birth rate in the eight Anglo-Saxon provinces
is estimated to have gone back something like 18 per
cent in the last six years, and although the French pro-

vince of Quebec still progresses in this respect, largely
through the determined stand taken against birth con-
trol by the Roman Catholic clergy, infant mortality
among the inhabitants is so heavy as seriously to offset
the gains in birth.

Well, what does that matter to Mr. Clark and his
moral Church ? These Catholic infants live long enoughl
to be baptized, and are safe for an eternity of Father
Clark’s sermons and similar enjoyments in heaven. The
mothers only suffer for a short lifetime, and the babies
suffer only for a few days. And God is Love.

George Bedborough.

chusetts breaks the law continuously by permitting a

Bible within its maidenly precincts,

have yet to see British liberal” journals as out,
P°hen as the New Republic, and many other American
Jourmals habitually are.

Fne alias Norfolk Howard.

M. Krishnamurti, once said to be a candidate for
essiahship, has some clarifying explanations to otter
t BT I'l the American Theosophical Messenger
"Sni°dern Christ tells us

My teaching differs entirely from that of the
Materialist, and if you have not perceived it, 1 am sorry
lor you. | have never said that there is no God. |
have said that there is onlv God as manifested in you;
and when you have purified that which is within you,
~u will find truth. Of course there is God—but | am
not going to use the word God, because it has a very
specific narrow meaning. To some it suggests a strong
fist of anger; to some a being with a long beard, to
some an Omnipotent, Omniscient, Supreme Intelligence.
‘ Prefer to call this Life, because it brings you nearer

o o the Truth. Truth which is life, is like sunshine,

00U
aIV\Xi)/‘ flCe' "'ben you want to know who God is, you
Hse S cux Mat “ He ” is Somebody or Something

Freethought and Politics.

(Paper read at the Annual Conference of the National
Secular Society.)

Ever since its foundation the National Secular Society
has stood as a non-political organization. It has num-
bered among its members a very large proportion of
earnest political and social workers, and while we may
claim that their political outlook was broadened and
humanized by their Freethought, it was not as represent-
ing the National Secular Society that they worked.

But from time to time certain well-meaning friends
advise us that the Freethought Movement in this country
would be greatly strengthened if the Society definitely
entered the political arena with an agreed programme.
These well-meaning advisers may be divided into two
classes—those who strive to introduce into our meetings
an unauthorized political advocacy, and those who would
have drawn up a definite and authoritative political pro-
gramme.

The first may be dealt with very summarily. No
member or speaker has a right to use our platform for

J» E pson’s Utopia.

~Pics °Uter °f the Behaviourist school of psychology
acter 'Uan a sou”™ant”bolds that his personality, char-
ge js conduct are made up of responses to stimuli.
calefS 'vriting a “ Utopia ” for the orthodox weekly
the ci -~ erty> owned, | believe, by the proprietors of
2Q ,caffo Tribune : J. B. Watson is neither bowdler-
It s r°4ited, when he writes in this American weekly.
"Udb 'VeFome change from the crude nonsense of the
UbQ/T Express and other British journals to read in
WS  Frofessor Watson’s outspoken commonsense ;—

~Ftopians are not Christians . . . There are no churches
G cerSymen in Utopia. The Utopians have never been
'if jOn*td with any evidence that there is any kind of
, . hereafter. They have never observed any telepathy,
'hatdual manifestations or things occult. They believe
re’igion is>based, on a prajection of the old family
Qm (father, son, etc.) and simply carries on the evils
for ain'ly life, which originally drove them to Utopia
do te new start » - < Young Utopians are taught that
t_ his e end Of aj, individual’s existence . .”. hence
ir 1Sures are to be laid up here and not in some myth-
M e«rcafter.
.eligion excuses failure and weakness. It encourages
r~Tnation, laziness, and inefficiency, and has since
8°ns began. Prayer is looked upon as an expression
‘yimkness; of the individual’s inability to conquer his
taMreatnent- Even in everyday affairs the youngster is
aJVHt to appeal very sparingly for help from anyone,
.Men only after his own experimentation has failed

any other purpose save that for which it is officially
established. While the National Secular Society appeals
for support on a non-political programme, no one is justi-
fied to use the accident of his position to pledge the
Society’s credit in support of political ideas, which how-
ever valuable they may be are not officially authorized.

With regard to the second, it may be said that it is
never definitely stated with which of the political parties
this Society ought to ally itself; but as the advice to
take up political work comes mainly from one kind of
politician, it is hot difficult to form an opinion on the
matter.  Or if we take it that the advice comes from
those who have no particular political bias, then the
guestion resolves into the wider one whether we could
enter the political field, and at the same time retain our
distinctive character and teaching ?

Of the older political parties, it may be pointed out
that the Conservative party is largely a Chuith party,

and they would hardly be likely to receive us with open
arms. On the other hand the Nonconformist Associa-
tions of the Liberal Party would probably act in much
the same manner. Both would welcome our votes, but
that is all. Both parties stand for religious privilege,
and also for what one may term spiritual respectability,
and it is tolerably clear that the National Secular Society
would not be accepted by either as co-worker. And
there would always be the dangerous possibility of sink-
ing our advocacy of definite Freethinking principles for
the sake of some immediate political gain.

What, then, of the Labour Party?

From a casual glance this may be thought to be the
most promising, but the religious atmosphere that has

IVats J'e'd results.
Cert,01s inclusions may be right or wrong, but it is
'n Mat he builds on a very sound foundation.

”

e Carnage is Thy Daughter.’
Gall,ILBishoP °* Detroit, the Right Rev. Michael J.
< is afraid that all the current talk about

p May one day result in peace action 1
Men °ace 's fine, theoretically,” said his lordship, on
Me°r'al Day,
b would be treason to our flag not to be prepared

fislrVar -“Eer the Cross, we bless the Flag. We would
It 1 , °ur lives and all we possess in its defence.

°bs as if the Cross will have to take a back seat.
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been developed here is the most unhealthy symptom of
the Movement, and one that has gained strength during
recent years. From this there is little excuse in the his-
tory of advanced political ideas. No student of Social-
ism can go through the history of the Labour Movement
without coming into direct touch with the influence of
Freethinkers and Freethouglit writings. The pioneers of
the Labour Movement were largely Freethinkers, and
their way of approach was by way of direct Freethink-
ing. That influence has remained present right through.
It is easy for most of us to think of large numbers of
ardent workers in the Labour Movement who are ardent
Freethinkers, many of whom have actually passed
through the National Secular Society, yet it is doubtful
if many public meetings held under the auspices of the
Labour Movement are allowed to pass without laudatory
allusions to Christ and Christianity. Labour speakers
appear to feel themselves under some obligation to in-
dulge in religious “ puffs.” Experience has taught
speakers that the open avowal of Freethought will not
only not win votes, it may alienate them, and as votes
are of prime importance and must be won, nothing detri-
mental to getting them must be said. The charge of
Atheism or unbelief is a politically dangerous one, and
has to be out-manouvered. Apparently a favourite
method of accomplishing this is to suppress all indica-
tion of the political value of Freethought, and to assume
a religious air. Unquestionably votes may be won in
this way, but the price paid is likely to be a heavy one.
Principles are sacrificed and independence surrendered.
Already there is ample evidence of that sacrifice and sur-
render. The annual motion in favour of a policy of
Secular Education, has been dropped from the Trades
Union Congress programme for some years, owing to a
desire not to give offence to Roman Catholics, while the
Labour Party fears losing votes should it advocate it.
There is only one reason why this is the case, and that
is fear of the combined religious vote. The Church is
the one institution that benefits from the retention of re-
ligious teaching in the school. Everything else suffers.

Perhaps it is hoped to surreptitiously use the Church
as a method of advancing Labour aspirations. On that
all that one need $ay is that if Labour leaders imagine
they can jockey the priest and the parson, they are
making the mistake of their lives. In such a contest
one may back the priest every time. lie is a past-
master of the game, and already is using the Labour
Movement as a means of advancing his own sectarian
aims, and has secured some of the leaders as unpaid
commencial travellers for pushing his goods.

For these reasons we have to include the Labour
Party with the other political bodies as impossible of any
general co-operation with the National Secular Society.

The diversity of human thought makes an agreed
order of political thought, universally accepted impos-
sible; probably it is undesirable. In spite of the at-
tempts being made in Italy and Russia, a universal pat-
tern of mind is an impossibility. Hence it follows there
will continue to be rival theories and ideas on political
subjects that must divide Freethinkers into groups as
they divide other people into specific bodies. Believing,
not merely in freedom of thought, but also recognizing
this as the condition from which emerges the fact of sane
and orderly progress, the National Secular Society recog-
nizes the healthiness of the clash of rival theories, and
also its own part in creating the ferment from which
these rival theories come.

But this does not mean that the Society must, or
ought to champion this or that political theory against
all others. A Society unites its members on points of
agreement, not on points of disagreement, and the point
of agreement with us is the recognition of the fact that
clear thinking, clean thinking, free expression, animated
by a love of humanity as indispensiblc conditions for
making man the actual paragon of animals as well as
his being theoretically such.

So long as the National Secular Society continues to
work along its present lines, so long as it continues to
awaken and nourish these sentiments among its mem-
bers, our organization will continue to do its work and
to influence in the future as it has done in the past many
thousands who are quite unacquainted with its work.
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It recognizes the right of every one of its members™
take whatever political policy he or she chooses. R
not lie within the Society’s aim to say “ yea,” °r 1a ,
to this political theory or that. When the time
that there may be formed separate groups of r
thinkers, each one advocating a distinct political opin J
the strength of religion will have become so 1™
weakened as to make the special work of the Natld
Secular Society almost unnecessary.

R. H. RoSETT.

The Here and The Hereafter.

L hawa just come ackoss a little bogk af poetry e
combines the spirit of progress with that of com
sense—a very rare combination in a Christian cou

It is entitled Poems of Spirit and Matter, and is P j
lislied by Arthur H. Stockwell, Ltd., of Ludgate t*
The author modestly hides his identity under the ecc”
ric pseudonym of “ Psycho-Analysed ‘Harmon,

he hopefully dedicates his little volume “ to the haf®0™
of Religion, Atheism, and Science.” Not that Rehs
and Atheism can ever exist in harmony, but that Is
point over which we need not quarrel, for it p®
expresses the author’s feelings as well as some ® .
poems. The actual poetry is very weak, impossibl
places, but the genuine feelings and pleadings ol
author are there, and is not the motive everything>
is, in fact, a plea for the betterment of mankind.

In the preface the author asks, "is not our PaS<Jj
ality, our consciousness of the wonderful and imme°~
spirit of life that is ever seeking a fuller and richer
sciousness ? . . . The spirit of life is trying to fird ~
best expression, using individuals as its instrume
and the aim of religion and science should be to b ~
life as a whole into harmony ... We can hope ,,
another life, but it is nothing really to do with this on
With all of which we agree, for it is what we have y
teaching for years, and teaching it in direct oppos*
to the Christian Churches. “ It seems though we ®"
be forced into speculation about the hereafter it re
leads us nowhere. The Religion of the future must
just civilization to the individual from birth upwards
dealing with things and not with individuals. Scl ~
tists and Psychologists must be its priests.” And w
will our clergy do then, poor things? " We seem to
lost atoms ever seeking an elusive ideal between
world of Reality and Imagination, that we must try
harmonize in a real ideal.”

“ Harmon ” strikes the key-note right away witl
short poem on “ Happiness ” :—

As the part depends on the whole,
The greatest happiness is
To help the whole to be happy.
Who can contradict this?”
“ We make men live for themselves alone
By putting ‘ Sinners ’ on the shelf.
Give them a rational vision of life
And goodness will come of itself.”

This is quite contrary to Christiaii teaching, of cOl,f
for our good parsons tell us that we are all miserl®
sinners, and that goodness will only come to us 1
put our trust in Christ.

Again, in “ Action and Rest ” we have this :—

“ A good day's work,
A good day’s play,
Some kindly acts,
Help on life's way.
A wondrous song,

A painter’s brush,

A country stile,

A city’s rush.

A football match,

A well won game,

A jazz band’s strain,
Church pigeons tame.
Such is life.

Beyond it, what ?
We cannot say,

But life we've got.”
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adin "Spirit ”
" Whatever fate you have m store

| am prepared for thee.
Extinction if it must be so,

*11.1 S must'certainty seem tfriDie to #ie c«u-
f tlle Rood Christian, but which is the truth neverthe-
ess' If we do live again—and nothing is certain in this
world-why on earth should it make any difference to
onr lives here? The man who does good or —or

NHust because he is going to indccd. The
mss something—is a very weak M own sake,
o_r;yway of doing good lies in doing 1

?anrxt)ttus IS just what our poor, priest-ridden Christian

see. According to him—and he is only following
goLr'T* lle Pas been taught—the only reason for doing
Nlowsv, ° R,CaSe ~Me president of the Holy Trinity Good-
\Aﬁ‘j[’wship Society,"so that the doer may receive a nice
frock, with a golden crown and a silver lute or
Ps a four-valve wireless set. When will the world
Ive g ~en wiH ik disgafd its ridiculous gods and.
VWare he way it should be lived ? That is the question
bejfg. jj.ontinually asking; ead-we are just as continually
Elth”, eit“er by scorn, or contempt, or pious horror.
thfow - ~Nas p's anc* soon humanity
That © Uinity aside and look to itself for its salvation,
b y0S time we are all striving for, and if all of you
ga]br Ihat time might yet come before you wave
“extt CJ° ~°~er Earth and cross the border to face
Inction, if it must be so, or immortality.”
R.H.S.S.

Correspondence.

4

To the Editor of the " Freethinker.’

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE.

'~1 have been told that there is a statue in St.
s S Cathedral, Rome, representing that saint, which
havC'S~Hy Jupiter; and that this was adapted by
hjtjj* *le thunderbolts, which the God held in his
of Pel rcPlaeed by the keys supposed to be in the custody
tel] j,0r. aiu’ by the addition of a halo. Can any reader
stair ° 1 lbis is so, together with the authority for the
enent ?
| eg’me-tally, in looking up various books of reference,
denpe ,,across a remarkable example of “ historical evi-
St. 17, ns understood by Christians, in the article on
of tli er,'n the Encyclopedia Britcnmica. The writer
?0in p articlc is the Rev. Kirksopp Lake, ALA., of Lin-
f)0]. °”ege, Oxford, author, among other things, of a
gt en*ifled The Historical Evidence for the Rcsurrcc-
Hiev Jesus Christ. A man who can find evidence for
_ tn! of that kind would certainly not be at a loss to
itPIOVe  that I'eter was in Rome. This is how he does
1 pU earHest witness of Peter in Rome is probably
tlicCltr “ce I>tter>Epistles of), for it is probable that
Ge . erence to Babylon ought to be interpreted as
is iI'1"1? H°me. If so, and the epistle be genuine, this
conclusive evidence that Peter was in Rome.
tlie p Reference alluded to is the last verse but one of
lon 'Plstle, which runs : “ The church that is at Baby-
ilotb | jicted together with you, saluteth you; and so
jj ilarciis my son.”
VV-um were to write a letter, adding that friends in
sive orp sent their kind regards, it would be conclu-
tliero v,dence that he was in London. Especially so, if
Tli 'Vas a doubt whether he really wrote the letter!
i0 u,CWarst feature about this nonsense is that it occurs
“piei] Clai, Is to be an authoritative work of reference,
Poy(ji °ught to be as impartial and as accurate as
AQfrv It shows how the Christian mentality taints
Eet s°urce of knowledge with which it comes in con
E. J. Lamed.

Freethinkers and esperanto.

'~—~Tlie choice of an International Language dc
incre _ entirely between Esperanto and Ido, for are
lierS: 't Occidental, Novial, Interlingua and many
when selecting from this bewildering array

THE freethinker

477

the main question to ask is, which of these is most
firmly established and most likely to endure. At this
point the excellent organization, to which even Air.
Harding gives tribute, comes into the argument. The
world-wide organization of Esperanto is not merely for
propaganda, but also to bring the language to the service
of travellers, business men, scientists, and any and every
other people wishing to use it. Thus Esperanto is truly
an International Language, which has passed through
its experimental stage, and has now reached such a
position that it is assisted by State grants in several
countries.

Esperanto is capable of expressing the finest shade of
meaning, and it is this very precision which creates a
certain difficulty for those who do not normally trouble
about such fine distinctions; the difficulty lies in the
thought, not in the language. For the ordinary person
who does not require scientific exactitude of expression
Esperanto has large-sensed words, constructed by a
simple and logical system of word building, which re-
duces the task of learning to a minimum.

Freethinker readers are accustomed to test things for
themselves rather than to accept the opinions of others,
and I, therefore, suggest that they undertake the special
“ Freethinker Rapid Correspondence Course,” which is
available from the British Esperanto Association, 142
High Holborn, W.C.i, at a cost of 3s., plus 6d. during
the Course for postage of Test Papers.

H. W. Holmes.

AS OTHERS SEE US.

Sir,—You will no doubt accept candid criticism from
one who can claim to have much in common with your-
self. The opinion of others is useful even when not
wholly flattering to one’s vanity. | am not sure of the
intention of your journal. If it is to organize men free

in mind, | question whether it is as successful as it
might be. If it is to convert “ men of faith ” to a sound
and reasonable, because reasoned, understanding of

human nature in relation to present-day knowledge and
affairs, it must fail. Any success it achieves, or appears
so to do, is due more to the worthlessness of the others
rather than its own positive precepts and criticisms.
The outstanding reason for this lack of success is its
obvious intolerance. The journal is as tolerent in its
attitude as any (other) religious periodical or set of in-
dividuals.

Alay | be constructive ?

In order to be more successful, you could set apart a
page for opinions of men free in mind and outlook. At
present you would be more justified in calling yourself
“ Anti-Christ.” You are anti-Christians rather than
Freethinkers. That you abhor Christianity and all its
dogma we understand, aiul in so far agree with you.
But to use their weapons of abuse and mis-representa-
tiou does harm to your cause and is not justified. .Speak-
ing as one whose aim in life is to get young men to
think for themselves, your efforts to convert others to
freedom from religious superstition—if such is your
journal’s aim—are bound to fail. Advocating free-
dom of thought, you propagate an attitude less super-
ficially attractive and no more “ free.”

Just Ollc example from the issue of July 7, page 425, in
a brief reply to li. Il. Hassell, re Jesus as a Socialist.
Allowing for the vagueness of the term “ socialist,” this
is still objectionable to one who desires to understand
for himself, and who will take great pains to see the
truth in its true relationship. Ignatius Singer, in his
Rival Philosophies of Jesus and oj Paul, gives a reason-
able explanation of the 1500 years old traditions of the
New Testament. You, like most bigots, confuse Jesus,
the peasant philosopher, with the “ Christ” of Paul,
the propogandist. At varying times you have ridiculed
the stories (myths) of Jesus, sometimes, with truth on
your side, | admit, but at others less so. Whether he
existed is not a question worth confuting or substantiat-
ing more than whether Shakespeare wrote his plays.
Whether each invented or merely used contemporary
knowledge and opinions is equally futile. For pur-
poses of “ shock tactics ” abuse of the Christ myths may
be justified, but, for the seeker after truth for oue.’s own
understanding, the confusion of Jesus and "the Christ”



478

is fatal. Nor is it a question of mere desire for self-
satisfaction upon questions still debatable. Christianity
has long left Bible-dogma and its progress. The fact re-
mains that, in ordinary minds, Christianity means not
creed or its practice, but a standard of conduct based on
present-day laws and customs. Herein lies the danger
of wholesale condemnation. Few who call themselves
Christians read the Bible, let alone study it. Fewer still
could analyse it, and fashion for themselves a code of
life therefrom, were it possible to do so.
H. Whitham.

“ BRADLAUGH’'S FIRST BOOK.”

Sir,—No one is more grateful than I am to be cor-
rected on any question of bibliography, and 1 must
thank Mr. Victor B. Neuburg for the details he gives
of the first edition of Genesis. Bradlaugh’'s own words
are, in the preface to the third edition, “ Originally
commenced in 1856 ...” and it is quite probable he
did not mean issued or published—the meaning Mr.
Robertson gave. Bradlaugh probably meant that he
commenced writing his book in 1856, though the first
number was not issued till 1857, as Mr. Neuburg proves.
I must add that | read Mr. Neuburg’s contributions to
this journal with the greatest admiration and interest.
May he long Continue to serve the cause he loves with
such brilliant, informative and provocative articles.

H. Cutner.

Society News.

Mr. George W hitehead addressed seven meetings in
the Birmingham Bull Ring, and aided by the beautiful
weather, managed to attract good audiences. Unfortu-
nately the meetings also attracted the attention of the
local religious fanatics, and every evening saw a choice
collection of half-crazy followers of Christ doing
their best to burst a blood vessel in howling im-
precations at the Secularist speaker. The Bull Ring is
always a noisy place, but this week’s exhibition of bad
manners on the part of opponents, added to the efforts
of several drunks, produced at times a small pande-
monium  which put considerable strain on the
speaker’s voice. Nevertheless all the meetings could be
counted successful, and many favourable verdicts were
registered regarding them. Messrs. Melton, Jerry and
Miss Dobson helped, while Mr. Dobson’s enthusiasm, as
usual, set an example to younger members. He inci-
dentally carried the platform to all the meetings. Until
August 2, Mr. Whitehead will be lecturing in Plymouth
Market.

My soul is an enchanted boat,
Which, like a sleeping swan, doth float
Upon the silver waves of thy sweet singing;
And thine doth like an angel sit
Beside the helm conducting it,
Whilst all the winds with melody are ringing.
It seems to float ever, for ever,
Upon that many-winding river,
Between mountains, woods, abysses,
A paradise of wildernesses!
Till, like one in slumber bound,
Borne to the ocean, | float down, around,
Into a sea profound, of ever-spreading sound :
Meanwhile thy spirit lifts its pinions
In music’s most serene dominions;
Catching the winds that fan that happy heaven.
And we sail on, away, afar,
Without a course, without a star,
But, by the instinct of sweet music driven;
Till through Elysian garden islets
By thee, most beautiful of pilots,
Where never mortal pinnace glided,
The boat of my desire is guided :
Realms where the air we breathe is love,
Which in the winds on the waves doth move,
Harmonizing this earth with what we feel above.
Shelley.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc-

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, L°n
E.C.5, by the first post on Tuesday, or they a™1l r0

Inserted.
LONDON.

The Non-Political I\u\elz[tpgﬁ)litan Secular Smt}(
(The Orange Tree Hotel, Euston Road, NAV.i) : ~uU N-
at 101 Tottenham Court Road, Dance, 7.30 to H-3Q
mission is.

OUTDOOR.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12.0,
James Hart and R. G. Lennard; 330, Messrs. E. he * jj
I'. A. Le Maine; 6.30, Messrs. B. A. Le Maine and -
Hyatt. Freethought meetings every Wednesday, at 1 (
Messrs. J. Hart and R. G. Lennard. Every Friday, a j.
Mr. B. A. Le Maine. The Freethinker can be obtains
side Hyde Park during our meetings.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park,
mersmith) : 330, Messrs. R. G. Lennard and C. ~UD'Qic

Fulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of ®lorktj.
Road, Walham Green) : Saturday 80, various spea p
Effie Road, Walham Green Station, Sunday, 80, Mr.

Corrigan—A Lecture. te
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. R. H. Rosetti—A Lecture. ge

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near
Fountain) : 6.0—A Lecture. -,

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical C° 4
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. F. Malin
Lecture. 4. 130

South London Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common) « '
Mr. L. Ebury; Brockwell Park, 6.30, Mr. L. Ebury; . ef.
day, Clapham Old Town, 80, Mr. L. Ebury; Friday,
pool Street, Camberwell Gate, 80, Mr. F. P. Corrigan-

COUNTRY.
OUTDOOR.

Glasgow Branch N.S S.—Ramble to Ballageich.
at Clarkston Car Terminus at 12 o’clock prompt. el

Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. (Town Moor, »
North Road entrance) : 7.0, Mr. R. Atkinson—A Lectur »

Plymouth Branch N.S.S.—Mr. G. Whitehead will lef
until Friday, August 2

Mr. J. T. Brighton will lecture at the following 5pgi
during the week ; Friday, July 26, 7.15, Spennymoor, C
Street; Saturday, 27, 7.30, Stanley; Friday, Aug«st
Spennymoor. intiitt

Mr. J. Crayton will lecture in the following places ;
the week: Sunday, July 28 Blackburn Market, 7-° p,
Monday, July 29, Colne, 80 p.m.; Wednesday, Ju>
Nelson (Chapel Street), 7,45 p.m. put

Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Meetings held in tl'e
Ring on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7 pm

Miscellaneous Advertisements.

BUSINESS MAN writes : “ Some years ago | eng-'j
an Accountant to write up my annual accounts,
send the Returns for Income Tax purposes to the InsP/S
of Taxes. | had been greatly bothered in previous UjJ
but, since then, | have had no worry or trouble of any vy
with this matter. | believe it is an advantage in every 4
for anyone in business, whether large or small, to Paf'ﬂpe
Accountant to deal with the authorities, as the fee is ''"C.

than saved bv securing all, and full, allowances and d
tions due under the Income Tax Acts.”—Write to AOC ~
ant, 11 Salisbury Road, Forest Gate, E.7, if you need

with vour business accounts. N

ARN money writing showcards for us at home: ™
e train you by post and supply steady work at
pay.—Apply Show Card Service, Ltd., Hitchin.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

la a Civilized Community there should he
UNWANTED Children.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth C°
trol Requisites and Books, send a ijid. stamp to i"™™

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berk*
(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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TIIE l
The Case for | “Freethinker” Endowment Trust |

Secular Education |

(issued by iht Secular Education League.)

A Great Scheme for a Great Purpose

The Freethinker Endowment Trust was_registered on
the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise a
sum of not less than ¢8,000, which, by investment,
would yield sufficient to cover the estimated annual
loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethinker.
The Trust is controlled and administered by five
Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Free-
thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the terms
of the Trust Deed the Trustees are prohibited from
deriving anything from the Trust in the shape of
Proflt, emoluments, or payment, and in the event of
he Freethinker at any time, in the opinion of the
Trustees, rendering the Fund unnecessary, it may be
brought to an end, and the capital sum handed over
to the National Secular Society.

The Trustees set themselves the task of raising a
minimum sum of ¢8,000. This was accomplished by
the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion of
some of the largest subscribers, it has since been re-
solved_to increase the Trust to a round 0,000, and
there is every hope of this being done within a reason-
ably short time.

The Trust may be benefited by donations of cash,
or shares already held, or by bequests. All eontri-
bntions will be acknowledged “in the columns of this
journal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or to
the Secretary of the Trust, Mr. H. Jessop, llollyshaw,
Whitkirk, Nr. Leeds, Any further information con-
cerning the Trust will be supplied on application.

. h _ There is no need to say more about the Freethinker

Mi 7 does not m'nce matters when handling itself, than that its invaluable service to the Free-

* really one of the greatest curse* from thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by all.

c® modern civilization »uffer*. It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought in this

country, and places its columns, without charge, at
the service of the Movement.

_ The address of the Freethinker Endowment Trust
is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4

F booklet give» a concise history of the

cl Secular Education controversy, with a

“i'd temperate statement of the argn-

. en” >n favour of the abolition of religion*
lInK in all State-aided schools.

PRICE SEVENPENCE
Postage id.

— — )
e e |\

81 Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B-C.4.

PRIESTCRAFT:

Study of the Exploitation of the
Religious Sentiment

BY

C. R. Boyd Freeman

FREEMAN writes with the glove* off,

Price 6/-, postage 3d.

(S

ok (U (P PR R R (A ) (e R A —h 8 e e

a* FIOMEta Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E C.4.

—

RUDDHA The Atheist SPECIAL OFFER-

J ~ thi* book Buddhism is expounded plainly,

Or r''h, accurately, and without circumlocution THE ETHIC OF FREETIIOUGIIT. By Karl Pear-
,tu*P°logy. It is written by a Buddhist who ha* son, F.R.S.

Dot Blbjcct at first hand for thirty years, Published at 12/6. Price 4/6. Postage 6d.
tturtru!'rely from the writing* of other», but from

. dbist8 in Buddhist countries. It will be A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM. By
Oe*P*cd by English-reading Buddhist* a* a " Fhysicus 7 (G. J. Romanes).

y * ssary corrective of the misrepresentation* of Price 3/6. Postage 4#d.

Ir re'igion »0 widely current.

By “UPASAKA”
N (Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

KAFIR SOCIALISM AND THE DAWN OF INDIA
VIDUALISM. By Dudley Kidd.

FICe ONE SHILLING. Postage Id. Fublished at 10/6. Price 3/-. Tentage 6d.
i**~A*1* C onker Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. l The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, K.C.4. J
-4 * o
o
Pages of Wit and Wisdom i FOUR LECTURES on
|
&IBLE ROMANCES ; FREETHOUGHT and LIFE,
; By Chapman Cohen. j
By G. W. Foote (Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) j
p' WW. Romances la an illustration of O. W. N\ Four Lectures delivered in the Secular Hall, Leicester, }
7ul - ** bi* beat. It it profound without being on November 4th, nth, 18th and 25th, 1928
iflj." Witty without being shallow; and ia aa - |
fgi'S>trable to the Freethinker aa ia the I Contains lectures on: The Meaning and Value of |
~ Handbook. i Freethought ; Freethought and God ; Freethought (
. and Death ; Freethought and Morals. i
Price 2/6 Postage 3d. L g I
Well printed end »ell bottwd (Prlce - One Shilling. Postage ijd. j
Pioneer Press, 61 Parringdon Street, Q.C.4. \I The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. |

—
M
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IBargains in Books !; The Bible and Prohibition.

J| HUMAN BEHAVIOUR in relation to the Study ofJ
Educational, Social, and Ethical Problems. By
Stewart Paton, m.d. (Lecturer in Neuro-Biology
at Princeton University).

*€
Published 1921 at 21/-. Price 7/- Postage gd.
RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND HERESY IN THE j

MIDDLE AGES. By F. W. BUSSEU, Contains ! d
elaborate studies of Religion and Heresy in [ an
Hindustan and Further Asia, and Islam, its Sects j

and Philosophy. 873 pp.
Published 1918 at 21/-. Price 6/6. )

| Postage gd. (home); 1/2 (abroad).

i ROBERT BUCHANAN (The Poet of Revolt). Com- |
plete Poetical Works, Two Vols. Contains the 1
author’'s remarkable and lengthy Freethinking

— o

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

| i
} poems, “ The Devil's Case,” “ The Wandering f
\ Jew.” j
| Published at 15/-. Price 6/6. Postage 9d. 1
| FREUD’S THEORIES OF THE NEUROSES. By |j By G. W. FOOTE.
| Dr. H. Hitsciimann. With an Introduction by [
I Ernest Jones, md., m.rcp. An English edition ] A careful examination of the Relation of t®
of this well-known book, which heretofore has : Bible and Christian leaders to the Drink Quest'0
| been obtainable only in the imported American J
V] edition. It provides a summary and a sympathetic | )
presentation of the Freudian theory. Price twopencdu-
Published at 12/6.  Price 3/6. Postage 3d. Postage id.
- ! Tub Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street BC4 .
j Tue Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. 1 ’ ’ 1

*

Five Leaflets by Chapman Cohen.

. History of the Conflict
i WHATY'S SECULARISM? | Y -
| 6. per 100 1 Between Religion ama
DO YOU WANT THE TRUTH?%{ Science

1/- per 100 (4 pages). Dr Prop. J. W. DRAPBR.

I THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEVERS J Thi* is an unak_)ridged edition of D_rap_er’» great

work, of which the standard price is 7/6-
1/- per 100 (4 pages). Clolh Bound. 396 Paget.

IDOES MAN DESIRE GOD? i price 8l postage

I 1/- per 100 (4 pages) i The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B-G-4-

| ARE CHRBTIANS INFERIOR TO |

? - . .
,-l TEEH'?J%EQFS ,-J Essays in Freethinking

| The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. J By CI(-|-I:AI’\]|:’I|-\(/1|AS|\?H(§2HEN

1 $K* | .
Contains Essays ores n
ks Tons11on 1 . THEISM: ENGLISH AND FRENCH—RELIGK”;
J AND THE FEAR OP DEATH—GOD AND MAN

JMATERlALlSM J | RELIGION AND THE STATE—DESIGN

1 NATURE—GOD AND HIS BIOGRAPHERS—

Verbatim Report of Debate between ) ‘ AND MORALS—FASTING AND FAITH—WITCP
( DOCTORS IN LONDON, Etc., Etc,
Cha_pr_nan Cohen and C. E. M. Joad.- I | ROTH BOUND 276 PeSTAGE. 4.
( One Shilling Net. 3 3 Postage lid. \ The three Voi», of Essays in Freethinhing will t*
1 Revised by both Disputants. ] ! sent post free for 7/6.

| The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4. \ \ The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E-C.4-
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