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-UMNS 'em Hell.”
W e

helj SIXGE article in the Daily Telegraph series on
Is by a Roman Catholic, Abbot Butler, who is
\gj, lic°d as a leading figure in the Catholic literary
Ve hi any case, it may be taken as representa-
&t f Or the rule that guides Roman Catholics is well
te 217¢ by Mr. Hilaire Belloc, which is that once
o, Irch has declared a doctrine to be true,
tidHc. tr h appears reasonable or otherwise is of no in-
e I4* consequence whatever. That being the
Cattf* need hardly ask what it is that a Roman
W : '@ teacher believes, all we need know is what
@onit°rdered to believe. Anything like intellectual
isj, .y °r independence is quite out of place. It
allowed for nor tolerated. It is Clirist-

iTlicIn "ts Purcst form.
loat, 0 b°mau Church will have no paltering on this
Lf t)° °f eternal torment. It does not apologise
'ts. Lduration of hell or for its temperature. When
MC . ctemal it means existence without end. And
ctiouU talks about the fires of hell, the only qualifi-
ked r mabes is that while it may not be the same
bre as we know here, it is certainly something
fir ,°r more painful than can be inflicted by any
~nta/. "bich we are acquainted. The *“ funda-
truths,” taught by the Roman Church, says

Yutler, are :—

SUrVery man has a soul that is a spirit, that will
it MTe Aeatli, and will have personal immortality;
gl 1 not be absorbed in any pantheistic deity, or in
lless™reat ocean of being, or in the great unconscious-
sinl- 10l w’b it ever be.annihilated or allowed to

i'Rli Ut existeuce; each human soul will exist
At M(lually everlastingly, for all eternity.

O heli * this 301 will g° either straight to heaven
her. . - or to purgatory for a longer or shorter
iy 't Now, there is the Roman Catholic doctrine,

'Is advocates have thej advantage over the Isor-
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wood type of preacher of being quite clear as to what
they mean, of being in line with historic Christianity,
and under no risk of being charged witli mental
crookedness in saying part of the truth and suppress-
ing the rest. Moreover, when we listen to certain
preachers denouncing the doctrine of eternal torment
as brutalizing, a lie, etc., etc., it is advisable to bear
in mind that this brutal doctrine is still taught by the
largest and the most powerful church in Christendom,
a church which is demanding increased support and
increased privileges in the schools, and with which
each political party appears to have done some under-
hand bargaining in return for a promise of votes.

* * *

Hell for the Kiddies.

| have before now given readers of the Freethinker
samples of the kind of teaching which the Catholic
Church gives to children, and anything more brutal
or more ferocious it is impossible to conceive. But
here is one more specimen from a little booklet speci-
ally written for the use of Children, and published
by authority. The reader is asked to go with his
teacher, in imagination, through hell :—

Look into this little prison. I the middle of it
there is a boy, a young man. He is silent; despair
is on him. He stands straight up. His eyes are
burning like two burning coals. Two long flames
come out of his ears. llis breathing is difficult.
Sometimes he opens his mouth, and a breath of
blazing fire rolls out of it. But, listen! there is a
sound just like that of a kettle boiling. Is it really
a kettle which is boiling? No;, then what is it?
Hear what it is. The blood is boiling in the scalded
veins of that boy. The brain is boiling and bubbling
in his head! The marrow is boiling in his bones!
Ask him, why he is thus tormented ? His answer
will be that when he was alive he had it in his
blood to do very wicked things . . .

Perhaps at this moment a child is just going into
hell. To-morrow morning at seven o’clock, go and
knock at the gates of hell, and ask what the child is
doing. The devils will go and look. Then they
will come back and say the child is burning. Go
in a week and ask the same question and you will
get the same answer—it is burning. Go in a million
Jears and ask the same question; the answer is just
the same, it is burning. So if you go on for ever
and ever you will always get the same answer—it is
burning in the fire.

There is plenty more of this kind of thing, but the
sample will help readers, at a time when Christianity
is but a shadow of what it was, to appreciate the
kind of moralizing influence it had upon its followers.
The obscenity of the mind that could create such
pictures, the villainy of a Church that could author-
ize such teachings to children beggars description.
The man who ill-treats a child’s body is imprisoned.
The man who in the name of Christianity tortures a
child’s mind escapes condemnation, he may even
receive praise.
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Right and Wrong.

The Church, says Abbot Butler, “ can no more
tolerate any explaining away of hell, than she could
tolerate the explaining away of heaven.” That is
logical and historically correct, and it is worth noting
that in these matters the logic and the straightfor-
wardness of thought and expression is with the more
ferocious teaching, not with the apologists who are
too civilized to champion the old ideas, but not
strong enough to discard them altogether. Heaven
and hell work together as do the two halves of a pair
of scissors. One is the reverse of the other; and no
one could ever have desired the Christian heaven but
for the fear of the Christian hell. The book from
which | have already quoted, and which Christian
brutality thoughtfully prepared for the terrifying of
childish minds, makes Jesus say that hell must be
eternal, and there can be no relief. “ There must be
millions in heaven who would not have been there
but for the everlasting pains of hell.” Both state-
ments are logically correct. Eternal heaven or
eternal liell, these are the basic conceptions of the
Christian faith. Remove the one and you rob the
other of its attractiveness or its terror. The idea of
hell, says Abbot Butler, in all seriousness, “ is a
beautiful and a dignified, and an elevated, and a
spiritual, and a truly religious conception, conform-
able to Christian ideals and to natural ethical sense.”
A quite religious conception it may be, a truly
Christian conception it certainly is. But to say that
it is in conformity with ethical sense, is to make that
sense equivalent to Christian belief, and that is just
about as false a9 a statement can well be.

Abbot Butler takes it as an unquestionable truth,
“ that sin, unrepented of, should be punished pro-
portionately to its gravity, is an idea that commends
itself to all sense of justice and right.” It might be
correct to say that such an idea—involving as it does
here the belief in an eternal hell, commends itself to
a mind saturated with Christianity, but it will hardly
commend itself to others. Right-thinking, humane
men and women are not concerned with the idea of
punishment. I, certainly, am not greatly concerned
with seeing anyone punished for what he has done,
however bad it may be. 1 am not even anxious to see
the writer of that horrible booklet published for
children punished for thus outraging infancy. Mere
punishment may gratify a blind feeling of resentment;
one may feel a certain gratification in thrashing a
brute, but it cannot undo what has been done. It
actually benefits neither society, nor the one who is
wronged, nor the one who does the wrong. Among
the more civilized section of society, the only justi-
fication for “ punishment ” (the very term should be
eliminated from a civilized social vocabulary) is the
reformation of the wrong-doer, and the prevention of
wrong in the future. And what kind of reform can
there be attaching to the idea of torture that never
ends? It is a form of brutality which goes to prove
to the wrong-doer that one can be as vindictive in
the name of righteousness as in the pursuit of wrong.

* * *

A Satire on Morality.

What comes out very strongly in the Christian and
semi-Christian deliverances published in the Daily
Telegraph is the marked egoism of Christian influ-
ence. Each is concerned with the wrong that | do,
and how it is going to affect me. This tremendous
egotism attaches itself, as a matter of fact, to all be-
lief in a future life. There must be another life be-
cause | feel that / want it. It must be, in order to
give me a chance to develop, etc., etc. So in the
region of ethics. But the wrong that hurts me alone,
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if there be such a thing, the neglect of somethi
affects me alone, matters very little, and to 1y
eternal life in order that I may do something *° P'g'g
myself is to make my egotism a law for the m
But the wrong that matters, the neglece”®
that matters, chiefly affects others, and how ¢ gf
punishment in some other world, or my imP10" ;
in some other world ever make these things™
Just over a century ago the Factory System ~ ~
full swing in this country. Men were driven

land to herd worse than cattle in hovels 8i thetoﬁ;f
Children were sent into the factory and V VeI
starved, until they dropped at the looms. Ad

degraded and women driven into prostitution~ ~
the pious Christian mill-owner built
chapel, founded this or that religious
sent missionaries to the heathen, and gave
to convert the Jews. And when he dies,
righteous God, about whom Abbot Butler " rI™xiit,
him to hell for ever, or to purgatory for impr®.. j )
or even gave him a crown because he estab ~ b
mission, and say our preachers, the justice 0L ™
vindicated. | do not know what the justice
is, but it is a foul lie to say that justice is cAfor
sane men and women understand justice. 'lhe fle
done by these men remained. It was therem i
stunted and deformed bodies, in the star' E‘!b
crippled minds of thousands. Nothing couldr $
these things. A teaching that can say ot “ic®
misses the essence of sane morality and true j
And a God who can permit a man to work %e%
and then pounce upon him after he is i
ignoring the plight of his victims send that 1
hell, or to a term of purification in purgatory> ~
who can do this is worthy of the worship of Cll
priests. None others could tolerate him.
Chapman Co,|IE

(To be continued.)

Or]ganizE}iCE

Priests and Public Neglect’

" There is nothing good or bad, but thinkmg
it so.—Shakespeare. -
" Even if forty millions of people say a fool>8¢|
although a sovereign folly, it is none the less *
Ge L

" Cephalization is not civilization.”—/. K- n

One of the worst calamities that a theatrical
has to face is a beggarly array of empty ” ji
Quoting a popular dramatist, he exclaims, * L ,\v
any shape but that.” Public neglect is like
straw that breaks the camel’s back.
known performers, the clergy, are now expefl
a very lean time. They are playing to very
houses, and, were it not for trust-money and
endowments, would, in many cases, have 1
from business. jjc*f
These are not idle statements. The >
Church, which is the State form of religi°n ™ \$
country, is feeling the pinch no less than 1 tP
fortunate Nonconformist  rivals. Since P
number of State clergy in the diocese of L°n t
declined from 1,500 to less than a thousand-
City of London, the heart of the Metropolis, 110 it
than nineteen churches were listed as derelict
Ecclesiastical Committee. At the end of
teenth century there were 25,000 Anglican Prl .2 1J
this country. To-day that number has d"™*U cl
16,000. Six hundred was the average nlll"(. ji™
Church of England priests ordained ann
the number has shrunk until there is a real

of curates. . tuali' tif
All religious denominations, save the Splfl
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are suffering decline in numbers and influence, and
tle Spiritualists are not definitely Christian at all,
belong to the fancy religions. So far as ordinary
cimrch and chapel attendance is concerned, the down-
Srt'e is simply amazing. In a respectable London
area>with a population of over 80,000, the published
Sures show that the average attendance at each ser-
1Ge tas declined from 295 to 63 during a period of
years. In one East-End London district, no less
than eleven churches have been closed in the last
7 ? years. In other parts of the Metropolis the
s rinkage is just as justifiable, and numerous places
? Worship have been transformed to other uses.
°mier chapels are now being used as post offices,
etnes, and furniture repositories. Others are in a
of decay, the grimy stucco exteriors being
ladred by the half-empty interiors,
j only are the priests losing their grip on the
hit population, but the rising generation is escap-
<5 their influence. The attendance of Sunday
~ools of all denominations has gone steadily from
ehto worse, and the process is actually continuing.
barter of a century ago, it was claimed that
455,719 scholars attended. Last year that number
gy shrunk to 4,748,872, a loss of more than 1,500,000
r the

" ﬂii 1? as had as the bookmakers at the coming of
ote.’

irllpi(!e Position revealed by these figures is of extreme

do”™nce. it is the beginning of the end of priestly
i'hation in this country. The State Church of
bdli ~  *s tie wealthiest in the world. Entrenched

Neli' m*hions of money, supported by the whole
its 'ncry of the State, it is pow-erless to perpetrate
e °Mnias-  Its teaching is openly flouted, and no
O n s to be a penny the worse. Take but two
ira hies. This Church insists Oll the sacredness of
(V HKe, aiid the Divorce Courts are crowded. This
it c1 regards Sunday as a sacred day, and people
if yN Play golf, attend cinemas Ol that day, just as

was not a priest in the world. For the first
illy 11 the history of civilization a generation is actu-
Rir f ° winlr UP, which, for all practical purposes, re-

Priests with indifference instead of respect.
tO™.pasties, at whose frown monarchs once trembled,
ilig ag superfluous upon the stage of society, batten

ItUich dead men’s money.

Is an astonishing transformation, and it is due
l,,i,J chtirely to Freethought and education. Com-
Coi,Jry education has been in existence in this
Itj ry lor sixty years; that is for three generations.
art n°l by any means so perfect an instrument of

dadre as it should be, but it is far preferable to the
10 shocking ignorance which preceded it. Half
gju s better than no bread, and very elementary

The* Ien Is better than the darkness of ignorance,
leverage citizen to-day has the means at his dis-
S, acquiring knowledge. To use a vulgar but
tin ,InK Americanism, he has learned enough to dis-
If'if t*e berries from the poloney.
littie ‘~¥YUcated as he is, the average citizen knows
Mo °1 science, but he realizes that the scientific
vtrif nt °f the universe is founded on observation and
I& by experiment. The dogmas of the Christian
VWC=I0n are believed on the sole authority of priests,
~  only educated in the patter of their profes-
I'd;.. Hence arises that conflict between reason and
Nisti ' *n which the latter, in spite of its enormous
M-, ad financial resources, is seen to be at a dis-
use.

StUatiols hy no means an exaggerated account of the
1aNer Even theologians have sensed this real
"“tood* sought by “ Broad Church ” and
ticiSIn Crmst ” movements to stem the growing scep-
°f the nation. Once upon a time the Christian

THE FREETHINKER

4Si

Church stifled opposition by murdering its opponents;
now it seeks to mesmerize them. I11 some cases it
may succeed, but it cannot avail in the long run. In
the attenuated congregations of to-day too great a
proportion of the worshippers are grey-headed. This
melancholy fact speaks for itself, for no institution,
ecclesiastical or otherwise, can live entirely upon its

past. It must progress, or perish, like the provincial
town which advertised on its trams : “ Be Modern,
Use Gas.”

This widespread reaction of the present generation
from priestly authority is a momentous matter.
Priests still have control of education, public schools,
national schools, and Universities alike. They have
a very tight grip on the Army and Navy. - Forgetting
their omm precepts, they bless regimental colours and
christen battleships in exchange for compulsory
church parades and chaplain’s salaries. It may not
be an edifying spectacle, but it is smart business. In
short, priests are entwined in the national life like
poisonous ivy. Congregations or no congregations,
16,000 priests of the State Church batten upon the
people of this country, from the Archbishop of Canter-
bury with his (15,000 yearly, to the curate of Little
Sloppington with his modest (5 weekly, and a resi-
dence thrown in.

In an age of faith the whole sorry business was
understandable. In the present day the thing is a
monstrous imposition. No wonder leading ecclesi-
astics ascribe the defection of their flocks to some
temporary mishandling of the religious situation, sins
of omission and commission. Such soft-soapy ex-
planations deceive but few. Mr. Everyman is un-
likely to be impressed by priests whose methods too
closely resemble those of the Yankee politician, who,
in addressing an audience, said : “ These, gentlemen,
are the serious convictions of a lifetime, but, if they
don’t suit, they can be altered.”

Mimnrrmus.

The Passing of Religion.

(Concluded from page 436.)

As to the evidence presented by Spiritualism in
favour of a future life, Mr. Masterman says his “mind
is completely open. But so far as regards the bulk of
its manifestations hitherto, our own verdict may be
summed up as a case of “ Not proven.” We should
be very glad, indeed delighted, to say “ Not guilty !”
but hesitate to do so owing to the long series of
frauds not merely perpetrated by an apparent
majority of professional mediums but----- and what is
much more to the point—successfully imposed upon
the credulity of eminent men of science, Caesare Lom-
broso, the erst arch-materialist, at the head of them.” 1

For his own part, he says, he would “ be only too
glad to be able to reach a different conclusion.” For
he holds that a future life is the only justification of
our existence on the earth at all, under present con-

ditions. He does not ask for a “ scientific demon-
stration,” but would “ welcome with inexpressible
relief ” even “ a reasonable probability ” of such a
survival.

This is a rather naif piece of anthropomorphism.
For what does Nature care about a justification for
the life of mankind? No more than she seeks to
justify her production of such devilish contrivances as
the alligator, the shark, the octopus. Or the tiger,
the cobra de capella, and the scorpion. Nature works
blindly. Regardless, and unconscious, of good or
evil, she produces indiscriminately all things, good
and bad. Man and crocodile, lion and gazelle, and1

1C. M. Masterman : Essays, p. 115.
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leaves them to fight it out among themselves. Nature
is absolutely indifferent to all questions of justifica-
tion for her proceedings, and knows nothing of
morality. Morality is an invention of man. It
varies with degrees of latitude and longitude, and in
different ages; and if there is a God, the author of
Nature, then the same description applies to him.
This is the so-called “ mystery ” or “ problem of
evil,” which has beaten every theologian from St.
Augustine, down to his holiness the Bishop of Lon-
don, to compare great things with small.

Another essay, in the same book, entitled : “ On
Liberalism and the Liberal Party,” which is as sur-
prising as it is welcome, in a book of this description;
is an indication of the way in which Freethought
is pentrating all grades of society. In this essay, Mr.
Masterman draws up a very black indictment of the
part played by the now effete Liberal Party, in the
fight for Freethought, and free speech. He recalls the
case, well known to our readers, of how shortly be-
fore the Great War, a Freethought lecturer, Thomas
Stewart, was sentenced at Stafford Assizes, under the
Blasphemy Laws, to four months’ imprisonment for
blasphemy. “ A good many men of letters got up a
petition in his favour, and waited on Lord Oxford,
then Mr. Asquith, the then Prime Minister, to present
it.” This petition included one for the abolition of
the Blasphemy Law, under which, as Mr. Master-
man points out: “ any person can be sent to prison
for “ denying or depraving any book of the Old or
New Testament, or any part thereof.” For instance,
Canon Cheyne, for denying that the Israelites were
in Egypt at all '” 2 But, as Mr. Masterman ob-
serves :—

Of course no sane person would dream of arraign-
ing under this act, a whole crowd of Modernist
Anglican divines, who would, were it strictly en-
forced, undoubtedly be so arraignable! In point of
fact, this absurd relic of another age is only now
and then made use of to send to prison some ob-
scure “ infidel ” who has no social prestige to sup-
port him! Hut, how utterly despicable! We might
adduce the later case of a certain Mr. Gott, sen-
tenced for Blasphemy,” and, since the Great War!
At least, the Spanish Inquisition struck at the
highest in the land—for instance, arrested for
heresy, Carranza, the Archbishop of Seville, in the
reign of Hiilip II.

But to resume. As we have said, that deputation
of men of letters waited on Mr. Asquith. Of course,
as genuine Liberals, which all or most of them were,
they wanted him to grant facilities for the intro-
duction of a bill abolishing the Act of William and
Mary. Equally, of course, one would have sup-
posed that the great Liberal leader would have
given them a warm welcome, and promised to do his
best for them. If Liberalism be a matter of prin-
ciple at all, if complete religious tolera-
tion be one of its basic principles, how could he do
otherwise ? But, again, not at all! They only got
politely—though very politely—snubbed for their
pains. He said, he “ did not consider the matter
of sufficient importance, especially at the end of a
session, to bring before Parliament.” Nor could he
hold out the faintest hope of his Government taking
up the matter at any time, or even granting facili-
ties. ,So much for the actual Liberalism of the
great Liberal leader! From that strict Baptist, the
parochial-minded Mr. Lloyd George, we feel sure
they would have got even less sympathy, were that
possible. (C. M. Masterman : Essays, pp. 68-69.)

No wonder that the younger men of to-day are
deserting the Liberal ranks. Notwithstanding the
lavish expenditure from their treasure chest, at the
last election, the Liberals were left far behind. And
if their opponents mock and deride them, in the

2C. M. Masternmn. Essays, pp. 6/-68.
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agony of their defeat, they richly deserve It
traitors and betrayers of liberty. N

The Conservatives, on the other hand, have &g
by hard experience, that the game of Prose gr
Freethinkers does not pay. But under the ruc »
William Joynson-Hicks, the Home Secretary
the late Government, an attack was made ol ~
tUkk iR M Hame of POWfYy. The iiothdAdffiC 1
used his personal authority to condemn
cliife Hall’s novel The Well of Lon@lifess
speech, publicly declared that no bool i .««mju
published which would offend a little child C in
he would make an exception of the filthy &od™ay
the Bible, which he would put in the hand Q
child- so that it this rule were carried 6&“ trele
could be no discussion of sexual matters, o »
control, eugenics, and similar subjects. ™
servative Party made a very serious mistake 10 vy,
ing this Evangelical Churchman the Home “eCparty,
No one could have done more damage to the
unless, possibly, the Bishop of London. n

It has been said that the French Monarchy
their own doom, by making enemies of all the »
French writers, by suppressing and confiscating »
works; and there is no doubt that the action
Home Secretary materially affected the elections
Conservative Party has never been noted f°r
tanism as a whole, and it is certain that the
servatives in Parliament, as a whole, did not apP j
of the action. All our finest writers, both hl ty,
women, denounced this uncalled for attack on h f,
Mr. James Douglas, who initiated the attack, 'VIS i
prised at the indignation his action aroused
declared that he had never been so bitterly a™a
in all his life. And lamented that the London ~
declined to back him up in his campaign. E°
that the Home Secretary received a similar
bardment. tf the Conservatives had return™
power, it is certain that Sir William Joynson- ~
would not have been Home Secretary again. ,.J]\C
now been relegated to the House of Lords, \&t
will be out of mischief. e

The truth of the matter is that both the L'bch
and Conservative Party are governed by men h'Giy
up under the old Victorian ideas, and there has
a great advance in all departments of thought, ¢3™M0i.
ally since the war, and they have been left he
This is recognised by Conservatives themselves
read in the Conservative Sunday Times (July /)" tfjl
at “ The Conservative Inquest " field at tira ENL 1
Office, to inquire into the cause of the Conse”™ i
defeat: “ The close of Mr. Baldwin s_ sl Idf
was an appeal to the local organizations to pj 1|-,t|g
candidates for the next election from the
first-rate young men now tried in the House,
tics to-day,” lie said, “ are largely for the y°" £
The new Government will do well to profit by thc
perience of the other two parties, lest they st
similar fate. e

The discussion of such questions as the exists ||
God, and the .possibility of a future life; with -
freedom and entire absence of reverence, in
work of this description, shows how religion is
its hold, and passing away from our civilization-

W.

and in.3

WISDOM AND LOVE.
ftl

Wisdom is the lamp of love, and love is the on .Lgtfl
lamp. Jjlove, siilKing deeper, grows wiser; aiul " j yc4
tliat springs up aloft comes ever nearer to love. yaod
love, you must needs become wise; be wise, a (it
surely shall love. Nor can anyone love with the
able love, but his love must make him the better>
to grow better is but to grow wiser.—Maeterlinck-
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Tiiunaph and Defeat in Life’s
Conflict.

I\oi.ution s constantly associated with the concep-

*a1f slow but certain advance. Although the iossil
prQ™rtes °i faunal and floral structures indisputably
jir  Progressive development in the leading organic
n nevertheless the path of life is strewn with
te ' 50lls m°des of being that have perished in
(M¥Snjegle. Metaphysicians, men of letters, and
"iird Scict;”si:s themselves, when idealizing the on-
fact SweeP of evolution are apt to ignore the frigid
>t for one form of life that succeeds, ninety

Th mC SUccumb-

S (IC'j'Hinent comparative anatomist, Prof. Edwin
Or, OoJlrich. F.R.S., in his excellent volume Living
utters a timely warning against those
dlie,r! "bo base an optimistic philosophy on an
S,,g Perfecting plan in Nature’s contrivances.
invoKaUt!lorS' remarks Prof. Goodrich, “ are fond of
bfiial'H™ some mysterious guiding principle, some in-
Mg b~lecting agency—an elan vital or what not
e} ~C0lint for evolution; but there would appear to
"he C ScoPe for such mysterious forces in a world
"he C MMC ma.i°rity of individuals are crushed out,
estj?. ni°st lines of development fail hopelessly to
b themselves. What guiding principle there
e g behind the whole of creation is a subject out-
e scope of Natural Science, and on which it
4-xpress no opinion. It cannot even prophecy
in (IO nian or the bacillus will eventually triumph
sc”™0 struggle for existence; indeed, both would
Ujf to be doomed to destruction in the end by 1

ol °lrablc environment when the earth becu.v

or to cold to support life.”

bd o palaeontological record has been materially ex-

tyd . siuce Darwin’s day, and the story of life’s
dj *°n stands more clearly revealed. Also, recent
tl0.""logical investigations confirm conclusively

jjiMlgments of palaeontologists.
-.iglﬁu%dPs arboreal pedigrees of branching develop-
wa@ b hold the field. lyifc has not advanced along
Paths, but has branched In aill possi{)}e direc-
il overy plant and animal species has been com-
Pt'~ cither- to adapt itself to its surroundings or

Phi,, Devonian or pre-Devonian times, the early Am-
Car,i "ere evolved from fishlike ancestors. In the
» c°nifer°us deposits these primitive four-footed
JIrcs have left their remains. Like the living
Cxiitatives of their order (frogs, toads, etc.) they

. life in the water, breathing through gills, and
fluently developed lungs for air-breathing on
UWh, They were then the lords of life. Some,
as the Labvrinthodonts were large and powerful

my ,I'peds. Others appear to have remained puny
U 'Offensive, while another group became the fore-
ad QS cxtant forms such as frogs, salamanders
o ri"c'vts. But these are ail degenerate descendants
fr  ~nce flourishing order. The Anura (toads and
dIC are the only surviving amphibia which have
O~"~hdly adapted themselves to modern require-
349 Other contemporary representatives, such as
Qi _i'nders and newts, are mere remnants of the
tig]ls lInP°sing. Amphibia who linger as later adapta-

os t? a rnorc or tess aquatic environment,
tilia, le Carboniferous era neared its close the Rcp-
1'tcadily evolved from the more unspecialized
"daptN  Amphibia. The reptiles proved better
slial0 O to terrestrial surroundings, and rapidly over-
ly fboir ancestors, at least on land. So com-
)Ccamne the victory that in the succeeding Pcr-
~v,.re/U<l Triassic Periods the reptiles reigned as
So lords in every part of the planet.
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The most primitive fossil reptiles so closely re-
semble their parent Amphibia that it is difficult to
determine their differences. But the die was cast,
and these semi-reptiles soon succumbed to more defi-
nitely specialized forms. Some monstrous land rep-
tiles were herbivorous,, while others were bloody
beasts of prey. The Plesiosours and the Ichthyosaurs
returned to the waters, and their limbs were modified
into swimming paddles.

Probably, the most striking of these long extinct
creatures were the Dinosauria. These first emerged
in Triassic times. Their supremacy lasted through the
Jurassic and Cretaceous Periods, but by the opening
of the Eocene Epoch they had all passed away.
Visitors to our splendid Natural History Museum, at
South Kensington, are familiar with the Diplodocus,
Iguanodon, and Triceratops, with other interesting
representatives of past reptile life. These models dis-
play everything, save brain, that is essential in the
struggle for existence. But despite all the innumer-
able adaptations in the shape of sanguinary weapons,
apparently invulnerable bony-structures, horns and
spines, these organisms were destined to destruction,
and became extinct at the close of the Cretaceous
Period.

That sanguinary beast, the crocodile, is probably
the most important example of survival from these far
distant ages.

Another survival from a remote past is the Spheno-
don, but this reptile has become so rare that it is pro-
tected by law in its last retreats on islands near New
Zealand.  Tortoises and turtles still flourish in
"-epical conditions. Yet, of all the once stupendous

1 &y of reptilian life, the snakes and lizards appear

re the only orders that have really improved their
tion in modern times.

S( closely related are the reptiles to the birds, that
Huxley included them in one class. That all the
warblers of the woods and wilds, and all the other
innumerable feathered creatures have arisen from rep-
tiles, there can be 110 question. Intermediate forms
such as the Archaeopteryx, a toothed bird, with a
long reptilian tail, arc known in the fossil slate. As
they evolved, the birds underwent multifarious modes
of adaptive change, and the appearance of the mam-
mals—even mail himself—has not threatened their
dominion throughout the world. Their high blood-
temperature, acute senses, powers of flight, and care
of offspring have all contributed to their success.

Several extinct Theromorph reptiles of the Trias
so clearly foreshadow in their anatomy the mammalian
skull, jaw, and other important organs, that they are
obviously either the ancestors of the mammals them-
selves, or animals nearly related to them. While the
birds travelled on independent routes of evolution
the Mammalia have developed a four-chambered
heart with an improved system of circulation and res*
piration which maintains the blood at a uniform
temperature. The active and intelligent mammals
proved highly adaptive, and soon forsook the egg-
laying habits of their reptilian forbears. Yet, the
original oviparous nature of the primitive mammals
is still preserved in the Echidna and Ornithorhynchus
which linger in that long-isolated continent,
Australia.

Armed with the advantage derived from nourishing
their young in the maternal womb, the placental
mammals eclipsed their Icss-cflicicntly organized rep-
tilian adversaries and were already the predominant
animals in Eocene times. Now, among themselves a
fierce struggle raged. Large and important mam-
malian groups completely disappeared, and many to-
day survive at man’s pleasure. The Marsupials have
dwindled miserably from a once proud past. The
Dugong and Manatee are the only remaining mem-
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bers of an originally great order, while a dwindling
remnant of sloths and armadillos linger as a reminder
of the former importance of the Edentata.

The evolution of the hoofed mammals is an in-
structive story. From archaic Eocene forms as large
as a fox with five-toed feet, the Ungulates spread
out into several branches. Some evolved into gigan-
tic forms such as the Dinoceras, but these soon ex-
pired. Another group of herbivorous animals, the
Titanotheres survived to the Miocene, while the
specialized Ancylopoda lived on to the Pliocene
Period. A large group embracing mammoths, masto-
dons, and elephants long flourished, but two species
only survive. Many contemporary mammals of the
Carnivorous order rare far less numerous than in
earlier times. Antelopes, oxen, deer, and sheep are
now most abundant. The rhinoceros and hippo-
potamus verge on extinction. Camels and llamas re-
main, but many of their related families have gone
for ever. Of the floral and faunal realms as a whole
it may be said that many are called but few are
chosen. As Prof. Goodrich remarks: “ Many are
the forms developed, few are those that survive.
Those who believe in a guiding force directing the
course of evolution must admit that it has been singu-
larly blind and inefficient, leading more often to des-
truction than to success.”

Certain savage races remain substantially what
they were at the dawn of history. The modern
Greeks and Egyptians are hardly the equals of their
ancient representatives. Yet from the crude-bar-
barians described by Tacitus and Caesar in Roman
times, the most cultured of living races have been
evolved in less than 2,000 years.

So in the general world of life. Various molluscs
have remained almost unchanged through vast lapses
of time. Persistent types such as these were har-
moniously adapted to their environment and protected
from competition. Numerous forms of life preserved
in Australia from a remote past soon succumbed to
the changed conditions caused by the advent of the
European invader.

In other instances, the rate of evolution has been
relatively rapid. In terms of very gradual modifica-
tion the modern horse has been developed from a
five-toed diminutive ancestor since Eocene times.
Beecher has traced a slow but constant transformation
in Trilobites and Brachiopods. Other scientists have
demonstrated progressive changes in Ammonites,
Planorbis, and kindred organisms.

The fossil record proves that new forms of life
arise from more or less undifferentiated ancestors
possessing wide powers of variation. Organisms as
they become highly specialized, tend to vary less and
less. These have their day, and then disappear from
the roll of life. Throughout the ages Nature has
favoured those of her creatures who most readily
adapted themselves to fluctuating circumstances. As
a leading authority tells us : “ Extreme specialization
may secure temporary triumph, and in very uniform
conditions even lasting success, but adaptability is
the most precious possession, and it is the creatures
most ready to meet new and changeable conditions
which have the future before them.”

T. F. Palmer.

MISSIONARIES.

“ It never seemed to me that any African derives any
real benefit from missionary establishments. In fact, |
was wont, on recruiting man, to reject the converted
Christians ; | found pagans, for some reason | cannot ex-
plain, more reliable and less prone to lying, laziness,
and theft.”

From Michael H. Masons's "Desert Idle,” p. 185.
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In My Looking Glass.

I do not worry myself a great deal about the I®1

of any religion. | am not keenly interested in the «
getic or explanatory diatribes, or in the tales O
Mystery of This,” or “ The Reality of That. n
things belong more properly to the student w n
made them part of the curriculum of his life’'s wor", 1

I am content to read and digest his views on the®

On the other hand, | do take a most real intere ~
the current operations of religions, and the bean s
such operations on the daily life of the world at 3
For example, the influence of the missionary uP°n
moral (as apart from the religious) outlook of s?'¢"g3
uncivilized peoples, or the actions of religionists ®
tion to their fellow beings when the particular relig
appear to be in danger. These things, in my mind,/. ,,
1s a clear view of the * uplift ” and “ corrective
which we are assured will always accrue from re °
and its attendant habits. N

After a period of three years peace has been ProCYIni-
between State and Church in Mexico, and the b
coated fraternity now think that they can resume
“ duties ” without loss of dignity. But this PcalOniy,
like the war which it ends, a matter of one side 0 »
As far as the State was concerned, there never j
war, and so there can be no proclamation of peace.
it pleases the Church to state the matter otherwise-«ﬂ_R

In reporting this my newspaper says that -
statement makes it plain that it is not the purp®,
the Constitution or the Government to destroy
identity of the Catholic or any other Church, orto1 e
fere in any way with its spiritual functions.” ~
dentally, this was exactly what the State said 3+
ycars ago, but at that time the statement was not ® {0
cast in the same way, but was twisted about in orde
show that the State was bent upon oppressing
Church in every way possible.

The statement goes on to say that the settlem®* yi
been effected without any actual modification of the 13 ,
The clergy originally “ came out on strike” in PO
against the enforcement of the laws of the State,
now they have had to “ climb down.” The
rather naively, adds that the agreement is not a da
plete settlement of all differences. a

As an act of grace the Government has release™,
the women imprisoned for offences against the rehf? ~
laws, except in one case only. The exception 15 cf
Mother Superior Concepcion, who instigated the ®u »
of General Obregon, and received a sentence of tw”\
years.. Doubtless she will eventually be canonized 3
holy martyr. t

When the churches did re-open, there was a
struggle on the part of the religious populace to <
these churches and, so once more, worship their ’
So great was the struggle that their God permitted
fifty of them to be injured in attempting to do ~
homage. It was not their faults that they had not b ~
to church for three years. The anointed of their i
(the priests) had kept the churches shut for that V**je
and public worship had not been performed. Yet,
God which these folk sought to adore was so anno)
by their non-attendance that he allowed fifty of the® ~
suffer hurt. | think that this is the logical way to Q
at it, although not the religious one.

Here in England, where we have a State which ,
afraid to make any stand against religious institm
and their aggressive character, we have just had
most disgusting spectacle of a man persecuted and ~
prisoned for not repairing a church building in 1\
quite possibly, he was not interested. He, poor fel ..
has had to give in, in order to save his life and to . (
guard his dependents. Englishmen like to cons“.”:

. Lo jiri
themselves in the forefront of civilization, but afl
such as this would not be countenanced in the most
grade state. No wonder that the religionists are sO -
demnatory of Mexico and Russia, where such 3C
could not have been so calmly and quietly perfon ~
We live in England and so knuckle under to a fO'1ffJ
slavery which would have driven the Ancients to
revolution. A Plain M*
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Acid Drops.

Kshop Barnes has been catching it anion» 1’
,, The otto day. at. » J 1
iouse of Convocation, lie raised a | fPtmale and a
'derereeto a statue of Mary and lesus as i n
c"d,"” and also his remark that som . of tkc® 2
the Church were thogg of VeNgioUs oiuuaiism. iu
REee & Albans said that higshlggnguage was fraught
B) , SIn>ster and far-reaching dangers to the Church of
*'KUnd” We agree with the Bishop of St. A bans
£ 'Vs- The moment a man begins to speak anything
e the truth about Christianity it is fraught with
iJKf to every Christian Church in existence. Accorc -
AN Christianity, Mary was not an ordinary female,
i'h.ld was not an ordinary child, and the father was

1 Uly not an ordinary father, in fact, he was on \
6 Shost of a father.

upper

« «

Mertin Pity that Bishop Barnes, when he talks of
Pty bread and wine into flesh and blood by the
des incantation as a piece of religious barbarism

recognize that the description covers far more
s What is the practice of praying for good
#ligjo~ ai,e weather, or good health, but a sample of
Rve a ®barbarism ? We should like Bishop Barnes to
belieVts raight answer to the question whether he really
"eather ~Mal Payers have any actual effect oil the
dud W& ,°r |,le crops, or on health, or on anything else ?
o the bim not to evade the question by pointing
bdieve Objective effect that prayer has upon those who
btig Is'n it. For this effect can only be produced so
a&erS those who pray believe it has an objective
bevig' bet ™y°ne pray for better health without be-
Ad = lat there is someone who answers the prayers,
Pdicy . . w long he will continue the method. The
ol Bishop Barnes appears to be to emphasize the
liest'|'S's of other people in order to hide the barbarisms
1 cherishes.

catio ~rank Milligan, M.A., Warden of Beeehcroft Edu-
soC 1 Settlement, Birkenhead, who recently spent
tin E’rne in Russia by invitation of the World Assoeia-
Faj, Adult Education, lias been describing bis cx-
V i 18al a Conference of the Educational Settlements

As regards the position of religion under
tti(r Jel Government, lie said that people were not
Panicll Ir°m attending public worship. On Easter-day
ﬂ”V\g] acfy* large nuimbens went to services. Although
'V a 7afi°n system of Russia is Marxist, IIC thought
bed (V'~ligious propaganda carried on by the State
iggkifi asPects. First, it consisted simply of ordinary
"liter ,c teaching. A great portion of the people were
"as § G Multitudes had never heard of Darwin, and it
Pajb] PP°sed that Science and Religion were incom-
Pfidcr’N =n G'e other hand, the Orthodox Church,
Htj ‘e °fd regime, had condoned illiteracy and super-
's aiit recent aspect of the current propaganda
Pogff C'gonism to these things which again were sup-

O favour religion.

H outh?lic wr'ter to a daily paper says that Blake’s as-
Gam; 1 NI religions are one”*-may do very well for a
S5y °ul ” tbe truly religious know that the Truth

G and is not to be reached by a muddle or ‘ syn-
n°ce  Ol. many creeds.” Our Catholic friend rather
%ti, ' W imagines that Truth is the same as Catholic
I'ltter’ 'v'th which the priests have fed him. Of the
aply I nodity we should say the correct epithet to

J°t single but “ singularly ”—unique.

..The
'batjjan\A Murray KRage, bf NorthidbiptbH, complains
bally f, y People treat tire Christian Church as an Aunt
«d'fr ~bich any fool can shy. The reverend gent
a grain of comfort from the thought that the
‘«d %UIChurch is something which any fool can dc-
since fools are more easily caught by re-
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ligion than are wise men, the Church should never lack
defenders.

The London boy is the finest raw material in the
world, thinks Sir Tudor Walters. Our parsons will
declare their one shocking drawback to this boy—lie is
about the hardest to shape into a church-goer. Maybe
the reason is that he has an acute sense of the ridiculous.
Where that is, active, religious reverence always had a
hard job to get a footing.

A schoolmistress said recently that children are often
expected to think without having enough food for
thought. We are glad to say this regrettable state of
affairs is not noticeable during the Scripture lesson.
While this is on, the children are not provided with the
aforesaid “ food ” nor expected to think. Analogously
to taking medicine, the unspoken command is—" Open
your ears and close your brains ”

Apropos of a discussion about the Sabbath and Sun-
day, a reader of a daily paper says that Sunday has
always been a day of worship; but Christians won for it
also rest, after three centuries. He adds :—

To rest only and not to worship is to own oneself a
pagan, however upright, kind, and intellectual one may
be.

This is a timely reproof. We feel sure all upright, kind,
and intellectual people will now rush to church, in order
not to deserve the horrible epithet “ pagan.”

The Board of Education instructed a Committee in
1924 to inquire into the conditions of the day-schools,
and to formulate proposals for reform. The far-reaching
alterations suggested in the “ Hadow Report ” arc re-
garded by the Rev. Carey Bonner, General Secretary of
the National .Sunday School Union, as “ a challenge to
the Sunday-schools.” The Day-schools, it appears, have
in future to be so equipped that the children shall be
“ surrounded for a part of each day with beautiful
thoughts expressed in Architecture, Art, Music, and
Literature. And Mr. Bonner, knowing that present-day
Sunday-schools can offer little or nothing of these things
to the children, plaintively asks what the Churches are
going to do in order to bring Sunday-schools into line
with the State Day-schools. He suggests that changes
will therefore be needed in the Sunday-schools—changes
in lesson-material, in worship, in hymns, and in prayers,
and also in buildings. Quite so. If tlie Day-schools im-
prove the aesthetic ideas of the children, obviously the
Churches will need to cast out what, up to the present,
have seemed all right—the more repulsive features of
their doctrines, hymns, prayers and buildings. That done,
the Churches will no doubt claim to be pioneer pur-
veyers of aesthetic notions to children. We shouldn’t be
surprised if they also asserted that it was Christian influ-
ence which brought such notions into the Day-schools!

Pulpit slander of paganism has become a fashion.
Clerical ignoramuses who adopt it may learn something
from “ Latinist,” a reader of tbe Daily Mirror :—

Church views about “ paganism ” do not influence the
classical scholar. We know perfectly well that the minds
of men such as ASschy us, Thucydides, and Plato, were
as noble as any of those who came later and "called”
themselves Christian.

We should say, too, that the average pagan compared
favourably with the average Christian of any Christian
period. The pagan certainly was not so mentally
degraded as to imagine that bodily uncleanliness and
mental timidity were virtues.

Mr. Ernest Betts, in a daily paper, thinks that the
wearing of. short skirts is unromantic and fails in
mystery. The short fashion, he says, may have improved
women'’s health, but it lias not increased their charm.
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We daresay that if these notions of Mr. Betts were traced
back they would be found to derive from early Christian
sources. The notion then was that the display of
woman'’s physical members was dangerously seductive to
men; and therefore, should be rigorously concealed.
Human nature being as it is, “ the more mysterious a
woman made herself by wrappings, the more men
desired to know what the wrappings concealed! The
more the- mystery, the greater the “ charm” and
“ romance.” People who argue in this wise to-day, are
but advertising their possession of a First Century men-
tality. According to their way of thinking a Catholic
nun ought to be mysterious and romantic and charming.
She is wrapped up enough. But to more enlightened
intelligences, she is hardly human, a mere bundle of
clothing. We are glad to say the modern preference is
for women to reveal herself as a human being.

Sir Robert Baden-Powell declares he has always lived
without a collar-stud whenever possible. We wonder
that his impatience with conventional notions hasn’t
done more than it has toward freeing the Scout Move-
ment from antique conventions. Nowadays, the Scout
wastes a lot of his time attending Church parades, or
helping to form a body-guard to aristocracy or wealth
officiating at some useless social function. Although
adults have now ceased to touch their hats to parsons
or to other people of alleged social importance, the
wretched .Scout is expected to do so. Some day, we
prophecy, the Scout Movement may become a truly edu-
cative institution. But it will first have to purge itself
of a few medieval and Early Victorian notions. This
may happen when it acquires some leaders with freer
minds and more intellectual interests.

In connexion with the imprisonment of Mr. J. Il.
Stevens, the Daily News has a very good word picture of
the Peter Pans of history. Nothing can add to the beauty
of the following description :—

But for the two score of twentieth century Pressmen,
the whole setting of the Consistory Court probably repre-
sented very much what happened in pre-Reformation
days—parchment and vellum, quill pens, austere eccle-
siastical lawyers, frequent Latin phrases.

My. Stevens told a reporter, on his release, that on Sun-
day he would spend the day in reading his beloved Bible.
So that, like the fairy talc, everybody lived happily
ever afterwards.

The Daily Express publishes a letter from a Richmond
correspondent, congratulating it on publishing articles
on religion, and so “ allowing different people to express
their thoughts on all subjects.” On the other hand Mr.
Davis writes from I,eigh-on-Sea, “that he takes a news-
paper for its news, not for religious propaganda, that
sort of rubbish is well catered for by the religious
periodicals.” We do not altogether sympathize with Mr.
Davies, but with regard to the other writer we have
only to observe that “ different people,” is not the
equivalent of all sorts of views. The Freethinker’s side
is very carefully excluded. That has never been per-
mitted in the Express. One must have some sort of a re-
ligion to enter its columns.

“ Back to the Bible ” is the cry of the International
Bible Reading Association. In a large advertisement,
the Association implores ministers, Sunday-school
teachers, and parents, “ to get the Bible read by every-
one.” This is an ironical comment on .Sir Percy Jack-
son’s recent statement that the Bible must be kept in the
Skate schools, because it is the “ will of the people.”
If the Bible were read and enjoyed by a majority of rate-
payers, there would be no need to implore religious
workers to try to get it read. As quite obviously it is
not so read, where does Sir Percy Jackson’s “ will of the
people ” come in ?
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The same Bible Reading advertisement says .

To prove the Bible true—read it . .
To prove it the Word of God—believe it. ~ ~
For sheer stupidity the logic and advice of this
tion must be without equal. And the type of
to which it appeals as sound logic and good a ' —
what can one say about that? If only such Illcllj;irGy
became common, our newspaper proprietors wotiK
the millennium had arrived ! This should encourage
to persist in their efforts to lead the masses towails
ligion.
tie
In the judgment of General Sir lan Haffliha’ ~
author of All Quiet Ol the Western Front, shou jsjj
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for the next ten }¢
succession. This opinion is from a man who was t
ally in the war, and did not, like Bishops, stay at 1
and urge others to the slaughter in the name O
Prince of Peace.

The United Methodist Conference at Halifax, 01 J4
10, reported that in two years the denomination ha .
2,450 members, and 11,456 Sunday school scholars. J .
one more proof of the great revival of religion t*
going on.

; P ; ; to [®

The revival of religion in Australia appears
taking the same course as the revival in this coFrMﬁ
A cutting from the Sydney Morning Herald, of JI"c
reaches us, in which the Rev. F. R. Swimiey says "

God was not apparent in the politics of the jip

or the politicians. If the nation publicly renounce d

idea of God there would be little change in busilW (e

politics. Millions in Australia would be hut ~
affected. Life would run on in the same channc>s'

they virtually, if not publicly already renouri§gd

We note that the Australian papers still write g
fully of the progress Australia is making, s°
Swinney’s lament appears to a purely business on2

The drama of The Wicked Vicar of Claygatc( S'jmr™
was given its first performance at Kingston, on Jul t
A Commission was appointed to inquire into the efiu
made against the vicar of using bad language, of &<
tising a system of beauty culture and respiration» 1
advertising the church schools as a health resort, * .
fostering controversy with his parishioners in the Pa ~
magazine. These wild and wicked wavs have R, O
parishioners, who do not want to be more beautify
to breathe more scientifically, or to have their sc ,
known as a health resort, to complain to the EIS »
and the Commission was appointed to inquire ir*0
truth of the charges.

The most serious charge appears to be that of
bad language. Evidence was given that the vicar
used the words “ damn,” and “ damned,” and had 3
ally told some one to go to hell. But these be quh'
ligious words, and the vicar might have escaped all ¢
sure had he used them with the proper religious '’

ings. We Kave ourselves.been told.-by more than O
parson, not to go to Iteli, which left it a matten < '||
sonai choice, but that we were going there, Wh'%
put all choice out of court. And while the vicar “ar, jjc
himself into trouble by saying : “ You be damned m 7j|
would have escaped all censure had he said, “ You K
be damned.” .So that the real offence appears o X
that the swearing was not in the proper religion™J je
and the Bishop wants to see even the “ cussing n
in a proper orthodox manner. But on the WL _, 'pis
know that there was a vicar who could swear <. ..

A - . gtio";
parishioners has sent the church up in our estinm -
for, as Spurgeon said, there are times when a man 1
swear, or burst.

C

The Dentist’s favourite hymn—

“ Change and decay in all around 1 sec-’
The Barrister’s favourite hymn—

" Brief life is here our portion.”

Uncensored Recollects
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TO COBBESPONDENTS.

Eiose Subscribers who receive their corv of the
Freethinker ” in a GREEN WRAPPER wili. tiease
take it that a renewal of their subscription is due.
ii,y will also oblige, if they do not want us to

COH!!NE SENDING THE TAPER, by NOTIFYING US TO THAT

"N thinker Endowment TRUST— Tom Jones, £1; Herbert

‘son, i0s.; Thomas Hard}- 5s.; G. Jessop, 5s.
ir c- Ashworth.—Pleased to see you are keeping it up.

iou are right in saving that the nebulous character of
Present-day religion make it more difficult to combat. It
Aw  tr¥ng to shoot a man in a thick fog.

—Not surprised vou think James Douglas deserves all
. he gets.

Wilkinson.—The articles are, as you will see, con-
"ued. We do not know when we shall be in Weston-
»Per-Mare again. Certainly not in the immediate future.

«ay _Gerald Massey’'s Natural Genesis is out of

A would probably have to pay about £2 for a

JLA liR—The omission was quite accidental,
$HE® v E. J. Darnel, H. Whitham and others are
Fle o?.ver ti.ll our uext issue.
. ~reethinker” is supplied, to the trade on sale or
@H} ifficulty in securing copies should be at once
. this office.
foSEC«:: Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
°rd ’ onion, E.CA4.
O, thf°r limrature should be sent to the Business Manager
od'e Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
Al c: ot to the Editor.
" @P'cs and Postal Orders should be made payable to
q. e Pioneer Press,” and crossed "Midland Bank, Ltd.,
UclH ' Wen Branch.”
f2CC n°tices must reach 6r Farringdon Street, London,
Fy the first post cn Tuesday, or they mill not be
Prtcn/Cd-
by  who send 1Is newspapers would enhance the favour
mérr%&]klng the passages to which they wish us to call

Sugar Plums.

' a,u’ they become more numerous as the world

frlil °Fler. Any sort of a crank, and any sort of a
Jb ‘'hay start a new religion. One man,
VAt R? Fc had never seen the righteous man

o b 'v’ieh would argue that his circle of acquaintances
is@r Powers of observation were very limited. But it
aut f n'h’y difficult to find a religious fakir that is with-
A~N'wers. From the Pope to Billy Sunday, from the
of ~hshop of Canterbury' to Aimce Macplierson, none
flloullle Prophets arc without honour, or without
§Of ?i> The wise may smile and the shrewd may
Tuthoj'Ut NMC outnumber them both, and “ In my
hed s house arc many mansions.” We have always

u suspicion that “ Mansions ” should read "flats.”

Proy-.""i's-eye view of a corner of the religious Zoo is
by Mr. C. W. Fergusson, in The Confusion of
dliitc-,,eS T F'ucuiann, 12s. 6d.) Mr. Fergusson’s book is
a0, NMherlean, but it is relieved from provincialism on
deajdUlt °f the fact that the most of forms or religion he
that ure common in our own country, and those
Hic rre t°*; are only extreme forms of what we have here.
Ad ,1Ter had placed before him an outline of the history
rGxillCachiugs of twenty religious bodies, many of them
Nso« .alUl for some reasons he includes Atheism, the
jil being that it is “ evangelical ” in character, But
Mt, Yrftusson has apparently no acquaintance whatever
of j. * "bcism as a philosophy, and but little knowledge
Atner'lS a movement. He only knows the newly-formed
Uid tUan Association for the Advancement of Atheism,
*eek; n°ws so little of this that he speaks of the Truth-
ju,.r,, * Published over fifty years ago, as a monthly
i'rccin™M *pe official organ of “ the Church." T.ike the
oiid ij* "“fcer, the Truthseeker is a weekly publication,
Bin, . °Utselves is quite independent of any organiza-

trecti®YY)ligh always at the service of any body doing
u’ught work.
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But those who wish to know something about such
movements as the Klu-Klux-Klan, Christian Science, the
Four Square Gospel, and other curious bodies will find
much information in Mr. Fergusson’s volume. The
chapters arc developed, one would expect from journal-
istic articles, but there are some very shrewd hits, and
some rather unexpected pieces of quite good analysis.
Dealing with Buchmanism, a form of religious obsession
that appears to flourish in one of our own universities,
he says there are a number of young men,

reared to believe in the strictest identity between re-
ligion and asceticism (who) suddenly find themselves
sorely tempted to partake of the world, the flesh, and
the devil. Yet they are thwarted by the very positions
they occupy, and the consequence is that they spend
half of their time turning their minds into softly lighted
brothels, and the other half seeking surcease from their
torture. It is upon this group that Buchmanism feed.
Many of the sects described show quite a fine apprecia-
tion of the power of the dollar, particularly such as
Christian Science, Theosophy, and those who talk
loudest about their spirituality. But Mr. Fergusson does
not on this account make the mistake of taking the
acquisitive trait as the foundation of the movement he is
dealing with. As he says, “ The higher-ups can make
no money out of a religion unless the lower-downs be-
lieve.” That is a truth often overlooked. The great
Churches, adventurers like Aimce Macpherson, Billy
Sunday, and the tribe of travelling evangelists all make
money, but they have to depend upon a mass of genuine
belief to do so. Their strength lies in the fact that they
have learned to capitalize credulity and ignorance. But
then without credulity and ignorance—particularly the
ignorance of the educated classes—where in the modern
world would religion be? Mr. Fergusson’s volume does
not exactly raise the stature of the human race in one’s
mind.

The following resolution, passed at the Annual Con-
ference of the N.U.T. has been sent round to all the
Educational Committees of the country' :—

“ Conference records its continued adherence to the
vital principle which, since 1870, lias been part of the
law of this country, that no religious catechism or re-
ligious formulary which is distinctive of any particular
denomination, shall be taught in schools provided by
public money; and resolve to resist by all means in its
power, any legislative or administrative attempt to in-
troduce such teaching into Council Schools, either
through the staff, or by according a right of entry to
representatives of the religious denominations.”

What wc should like to see now would be the N.TJ.T.
to adopt a clear principle of action, and pass a solid
vote in favour of the State leaving religion completely
alone. It is not at all complimentary to the teachers of
the country to find them agreeing with religion being
taught in the schools, hut merely protesting that it shall
not be a regulation that is clear to anyone, that no one
who is an authorized teacher of religion shall be ap-
pointed to teach it, and that there shall be no open re-
ligious tests to see those who do actually teach it,
are “ sound or not.” It is this kind of paltering with a
principle that is responsible for all the trouble. Teachers,
as such, should be above the pettifogging compromises
of political life. Their duty is to impart clearly defined
principles, compromises can be left to others.

An attempt is to be made to recommence Freetliought
lecture in Finsbury Park. Will a few friends in the
locality who arc ready to lend a hand, on Sundays,
please send their names and addresses to the General
Secretary'. Finsbury Park was always a good place for
meetings, and should be so still.

We note the following in the Nelson Leader, concern-
ing Mr. Clayton’s meetings :—

The Burnley Branch of the National Secular Society is
evidently not disposed to be deterred by the opposition
met with at Higham Park last summer. A series of
meetings lias been arranged. There were lively scenes
last year, and we know a few persons who are hoping
the excitement will be removed.



'458

Miracles and other Snper-
naturalism.

It is evident that this subject presents considerable
difficulty to a writer of the more scholarly type, who
still clings to the Christian creed; and the difficulty
is well illustrated in the articles on “ Miracles,” in
the Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics.

The writer draws attention to the familiar fact
that the miraculous element is all-pervading in the
lower (savage or barbarous) stages of culture, and
that it was scarcely less so among the earliest civi-
lized peoples of the historic period. He does not,
however, draw the rather obvious conclusion that
any particular occult idea of such peoples was just as
likely to be mistaken as their beliefs in totems,
fetishes, animal gods or magic. Instead of this, he
leaves the matter open to possible inference that the
universality of such notions yields some presumptive,
if not direct and conclusive, evidence of their truth.

Passing to later peoples, the writer shows the per-
sistence of the features in question among the Heb-
rews, in Buddhism, Hinduism and in Islam; and
though little or nothing by way of opinion on these
cases is expressed, we are told that the recorded
supernatural wonders of ancient Greece—the miracles
of healing, the moving, speaking and bleeding of
images, and the like—“ do not possess an air of
truth.”

Arriving at the Middle Ages, the writer’s difficulties
clearly increase. Here he meets with innumerable
alleged cases of wonder-working that no one but an
ignorant and credulous Roman Catholic could possibly
accept. These performances, as recorded by medieval
and later writings, range from the supernatural inflic-
tion of plagues and various other " acts of God,” to
the countless activities of Flibbertigibbet and a host
of other spirits, imps and demons, and the hanging
up of a cloak on a sunbeam. Even the historical
chronicles of the time include wonders such as the
fighting of knights in the air.

If the writer had pursued the historical aspect of
the matter further, he might have given innumerable
instances of similar superstitious beliefs that have
continued, though to a decreasing extent and degree,
down to our own day. He might, for example, have
related the case (gravely told, evidently by a pious
Roman Catholic, in the columns of the Irish Fireside
of January 7, 1884) in which a fairy child (“change-
ling ”) was got rid of and the real human child re-
gained as a result of the thaumaturgy of a Roman
Catholic priest: The changeling, by way of final
treatment, was dipped thrice in a lake, when the
real child arose from the water, accompanied
by a “ line of soldiers.” The first attempt to get
him to his home was a failure, owing to somebody
speaking; but at the second attempt silence was main-
tained and the child was taken home, though the
vehicle in which he was carried was upset at every
stream that was passed, owing presumably to the
malice of the foiled water-spirits.

It does not appear that the writer of the’article
under review believes in all medieval Christian
miracles. But he suggests that some of them may
be instances of phenomena of the “ X region,” and
draws attention, as other theological writers have
done, to the lately increased interest in psychical re-
search as an indication of increasing belief in things
occult. He also states that the tendency of modern
theology is to regard the universe as “ plastic to God”
and miracles as “ evidence of will.”

This is a somewhat belated attitude in view of the
fact that so many church leaders have, to a greater
or less extent, thrown overboard the miraculous.
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The writer of the article on “ Creation ” in the sane
encyclopedia clearly indicates that the account of the
origin of mankind given in Genesis is not to be tak™
as a record of real events, and usefully refers the lIC
of such stories to a time when man was “ mentally a
child, with a child’s vague fears of the unknown, 8
child’s love of a thrilling tale, and a child’s reading
to be satisfied with any explanation, however S
tesque and absurd, of the things which aroused hIS
interest.” And now we find, in addition to the
heterodox deliveries of Dean Inge and of Canon
Barnes (who has lately repudiated miracles in ]
minster Abbey), and the statement of the Rev. T. -«
Williams of the Congregational Union, that, ”
framework of the old theology has gone to P
tbe Church Tikaes warning its readers that they 15
not regard the probable evidence of a (local) flood
Mesopotamia as proving that the human race was ¢
destroyed. (It does not appear that the Church
added—as it might well have done—that the
story of Genesis is undoubtedly a reproduction Q
old Sumerian legend.)

As regards the doctrine of " plasticity,” and

X region,” Rationalists reply that there is no nio
evidence for the reality of medieval or other ChriS1™
miracles than for the wonder working of nndC
Egypt or Greece, or for that of the barbarian wiltc j
doctor; that the whole of our experience and veri 1
knowledge convince us that such things do not ail
never did occur; and that where specific invest*»
tion is feasible, such alleged occurrences are fount ~
be void of foundation in fact. We know, f°r j
stance, that the human race was not created, 81
that it was never destroyed. On more general 1
similar grounds, we conclude with certainty that
conversion of rods into snakes and of water into 'V
is, and has always been, just as impossible as
speaking and bleeding of Greek images. We ~
also equally certain that “ men-gods ” and ‘ P)
men ” never had any more real existence than
animal-gods of ancient Egypt; and that all these be-
long to the same extensive category of legene'®Y
mixtures or transformations as the god-kings,
god-physicians and the redeemers of the andt;I
world, and; the wer-wolves and swan-maiden”™

medieval and modern folklore.
J. REEVIiS

Beligion:
Folkways and Experience.

(Concluded from page 443.)

Over-belief is not confined to religious cosmog”
and acschatology. Personal ethical over-belief s. ,
prevalent and as distorting. Any religion of etn>
ideals, principles, or values, or any personal #IS
ence on such ethical over-beliefs, is fallacious and Pc ™
nicious. An ideal, principle or value is simply’
mis-statement of mis-dircction of the purpose, motu*.
tion, psychology of some course of activity or eXrc
ence. The psychic process is organic, vital, aU ec
tic. The intrusion of folkways, Mores, or collcc 1 .
representations, of conscious, purposeful, apPI*
ideals, principles, or values, or any other over-bel*e,™
as a purpose, directive, or regulator of any acti* »
merely misguides, perverts and falsifies it.

these over-beliefs have been blunderingly compG®
and elaborated in the society, borrowed from it,if ~
entered into individual experience. They there el _
an imaginative confusion of the process of ”ea.rc.
with situations.57 “ An ideal is entirely unscietdl ™

57 Sumner : Folkways, (pp. 33-33))



Juty 2L 1gpg

u's a phantasm which has little or no' egort
"ith fact. ldeals are very often forme {act>>
to escape from the hard task of cca »There is no
‘Whichis the function of science an ar e are no
Recess by which to reach an impossible

ltgsﬁ_l‘%_which to verify it. It 1St
oed® @ proposition about an ideal which can be
fg. or eisproved. 1t follows that the use Of ideals
H e strictly limited to proper cases, and that the
< ! e ke *delds in social discussion does not
a1 J\e ser'ous consideration :”5 But any ideal is
Cﬁeg‘af\%rdous and ynjustifiable, so falsifying and
uﬁft " that proper cases “ when ideals may be
scarcely exist. As soon as ideals, principles
it \ehies become over-determined, it is not life in
Jrpritttal surge and flow that is experienced, but life
j, Lis knotted upon these over-beliefs. There can
onu no surc, authentic, original experience, but
1 experience hitched to these fastenings and im
IMENtS. Eor all such sentiments are throughout

Oati nly curta’icd, in adequate and insufficient, and

ticgi y transient, deceptive, and false. Authen-

j CXperiencing life ip.its natural evolution is_ all
B S ortn. Bhe nsimsdtion of psyehe.
es / “Telacts is inevitably a hurt to the actual pro-

ad O cXperiencing. The utter supremacy of pure
tion ~ riSht experience in its directly evolving dura-
gy the machinations, substitutions, misplace-
beyori dcflections of over-determined over-beliefs is
tre v *Uesti°n, however pitiously the professors of
Sie over-beliefs may cry out for their continu-
dogy ne is to be to the last inured and held to the
~Nl.absorbing flux °f living in all its own im-
FIdK Ins'stent. urgent identity. This means to be
k keay the imperious demands of authentically living,
dRa” *° tbe natural and evolving self in its inces-
life ‘ Pheation to whatever impinges upon it, to take
Inmro ' ftraight, neat.
°f tii, _rtahfy has been part of the religious scheme
ioto>- fn fact religion has practically contracted
th: v stwo chief notions of God and immaortality with
tay (R largely soughed away."O The natural his-
s°Cq] )«tbe belief in the conscious continuance of per-
8disp,,,entity shows its origin."l  The results of
V ,lcal study of the belief with an account of its
cental standing in an American college are
Utiiij~able with those of that of God.*” The present
el * beliefs in a personal God and in per-
K\ '“mortality is to be questioned.” The attitude
thrQu  llnmortality ranges from active dislike,
The actual indifference, to partial dependence."4
hteijt r't"cial function of immortality is now 11011-ex
3Peric Pcrsonal continuance, the completion of
&e s-100 and private and cosmic compensations
klity ** f°°ked for.*5 What centers about immor-
&n "'hat it offers is the completion of what has
for °ff> or held in check, the compensation
of the CaPerience that has been, and the avoidance
aidn 'vell night inconceivable thought of ceasing
*hirlc® bcil'g- But cessation is merely deceptive to
alast W)on- For death is not experienced. It is
%e cha’tic fade out and loosing from experience,
'lie. yay Cease to experience, and at the same time
Niic % Usually one first ceases to experience and
the ~ IMA later dies. By itself without the rest of
Pt °logical machinery the belief in immortality
n°t pervert living. From the experimental

>2 - ip. N>

btul, . ?' 301-202) )
*thida', e Belief in God and Immortality.
hid PP **7*0
. 'bij pP- **3-3*8)

*/bid" ;pp- 380-318)

ibid  (pp- 394-306.
EBB. 310-318)
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standpoint it may be a continuance, an extension, a
fulfilment. But it is still an untrue displacement
from the authentic, immediate, and assured, and
seizure on a belief for which there is no sufficient
ground. It has the dangers of all other over-beliefs.
As opposed to or substituted for the free, human-
istic, and experimental life, the belief in immortality
is morally inferior."™ The social origin of all moral
ideas refutes transcendental belief and denies its
utility. Morality is a social and personal matter.
All over-beliefs are in relation to it adventitious and
surreptitious surrogates shangled into misleading use
and falsely impressed. Morality is in fact indepen-
dent of belief. Beliefs are mere mockeries of humanly
experienced fact. Man himself experiences. He
lives socially. “ The enormous practical importance
ascribed to these beliefs no longer corresponds to
reality. Since the study of origins and motives shows
that the attributes which make gods and life after
death precious to mankind are derived from scial ex-
perience, it is evident that the loss of these beliefs
would involve not the loss of anything essential, but
onty of a particular method (that of the present re-
ligions) of maintaining and increasing among men
certain values created and discovered in social inter-
course. What the real losses would be, and whether
they might be compensated or even turned to gain” *T
is decided by these considerations. “ The sources of
religious life, its fundamental realities, lie deeper than
the conceptual forms in which they find expres-

sion. All must return to the sources from which
the over-beliefs arose. They must there unswerv-
ingly abide. Breaking down this over-determination,

effacing these over-beliefs, disintegrating these collec-
tive representations, discarding the religious folkways
and more means to return to and regain life as it is
actually to be lived for one and all. It is to return
to life in its immediate, wholeness, fulness and
vibrancy.

Curtis Bruen.

Bradlangh’s First Book.

A Bibliographical Note.

Nothing concerning Charles Bradlaugh, the noblest
hero of the nineteenth century, is without interest;
this is my excuse for a note that, to many readers,
will appear trivial.

Mr. J. M. Robertson, usually so accurate, and
following him, Mr. H. Cutner, in the Freethinker for
June 23, are rather badly “ out ” in their reference to
the Master’s first book, and, for the sake of the future
historian, | shall put them wise. They will forgive
me.

The Bible: What it Is was originally issued, follow-
ing a common custom of the period, in penny num-
bers, whereof the first was dated March 8, 1857; it
was advertised in the London Investigator; and re-
viewed in the issue of that journal for April, 1857.
So interesting is the notice that it is here quoted in
full:—

The Bible—What it is—being an examination
thereof from Genesis to Revelations. Published
fortnightly by Holyoake & Co. Price One Penny.
The first number of this new work we have read
with pleasure. It seems a revival of the days of
Socialism. J. N. Bailey editing Haslam would give
the best idea of " Iconoclast’s ” fortnightly work.
It promises to be an able and outspoken refutation
of Biblical errors, and we heartily recommend it to
our readers. “ Iconoclast ” is a young lecturer and

> Ibid, 306310, 319-329)
** |bid. (p. viii.)
* |bid, (p, xi.)



'460

an author, rapidly rising into popularity. We hope

that he will not, like so many of our once best and

most promising advocates, allow himself to be
tampered with by withdrawing from the stand-
point he now occupies so ably.

The work was curiously prophetic of “ Icono-
clast’'s ” career; it was hung-up for several years
owing to the lack of funds; twice at least it changed
printers; it incurred the obloquy of “ respectable ”
Freethinkers.

The author came to loggerheads with his first two
publishers over his comments upon the nineteenth
chapter of Genesis. It is worth while to quote his
own words, from page 36 (Number 5), of the book it-
self :—

My original publishers and my present printer,
more moral than the Queen’s printers, decline to
print or publish any comment upon, or any quota-
tions from, the obscene part of this chapter. In
defence of the publishers, | may observe that, if this
chapter was in any book but the Bible, and was
published by any one not well protected by the aris-
tocracy, he would be most assuredly prosecuted by
the Society for Suppression of Vice; Regent Street,
a few Lords, a Duke or Marquis, a Bishop, or the
Bible, will, however, cover with mystery, and var-
nish over with fashion, that, which if stripped of its
tawdry gewgaws or solemn black coat, is nothing
but disgusting and degrading immorality.

The original printers were Holyoake & Co., who
struck ” after the issue of Number 3; the next
seventeen numbers were printed by J. Watts; then
came E. Truclove; and the concluding numbers re-
verted to Holyoake & Co., whose name appears on the
title-page.

From The Investigator of February 15, 1859, we
learn that “ The work is only standing still for want
of funds.” From the same source we know that
it was intended to complete the Old Testament com-
mentary in forty-eight numbers; but, as a matter of
fact, the first edition is complete in thirty-three
penny numbers; the last not published until 1861.

As | write, a copy of the excessively rare “ First”
is before me; there is no doubt as to its being a first
issue, for the dedication, “ To the Rev. John Graham
Packer, M.A., Incumbent of St. Peter’s, Hackney
Road,” begins: “ Sir,—To you, twelve years since,
. . . .”; and Bradlaugh’s first pamphlet appeared in
1849.

Strangely, Bradlaugh himself, writing, doubtlessly,
from memory, makes a slight error in his Preface
(1882) to the third and final edition of his book.
He writes : “ Originally commenced in 1856, ... a
second edition was published in 1S65.” As we have
seen, the work was begun in 1857.

Air. Robertson’s statement is undoubtedly taken
from this source; and, not having seen the book,
he errs by five years; for, although begun in 1857,
The Bible: What it Is was not published until 1861.

Victor B. Neuburg.

Sacrifice.

Numerous relics of our primitive ancestors lie scattered
around over the country of D----- as if flung there by
some irresponsible Brobdignagian hand. In certain
localities arc remains of Temples of the ancient race :
rude stone pillars arranged in circular form with a
central altar stone, once stained in ancient days with
largesse of the blood of sacrifice. The fragrant charm of
antiquity rests like a nimbus over them all; the old
stones, leaning all awry, seem whispering one to the
other wondrous strange tales of the scenes passed in
their midst, and the ephemeral figures who enacted them.
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On the open moors, a mile or so from the vilkg
E----- the ruin of one of these ancient fanes still s _
much as it stood ten thousand years ago, and wi M~
chance, ten thousand hence. It is hidden
in the heart of a family of the graceful mono
ash, and is rarely visited now by human beings. ™
occasion, some wandering student in love gl
vanished years finds his way here, to dream a'v" csaic
human mutability, and then depart: sometimes a p
farmer in search of a wandered sheep, I"«:' 'al
regular visitor alone—the village half-wit. € Wes &
odd creature to look on in the light of day In '%3
‘“loop’d and windowed raggedness ” ; a still odder™ ~
to meet at twilight amongst the ruins. From his bro
less face pale blue eyes peeped out on the world M %ﬂ?
ing wonderment; his ears were large, and PrJ 1
acutely from his round little head, and all was t°Fj
with a triumphant thatch as ruddy as the dying SJ

The isolation of the old ruin had induced the ha
to make it his permanent home. But, apart FQU"
convenience as a place of shelter, the old stones
their environs exerted over him a strange and POj
influence. The tall upstanding monoliths appearea
long arms held out to him, in invitation to enter
embrace, and around a strange complex of emotions >
was attracted by powerful forces he could neither r
nor understand . . . y

During the Summer months he was uniformly 1
and contented with existence. On the long fine da)’»
lay supine on some hillside or the open moor, rising
a wild animal to wander under the stars throughQl
night. But, when Autumn had gone; when the f'r”

m the coppice bowed their snow-laden branches down ~
kiss the earth, dropping icy tears upon her breast”
lamentation for the absent sun ; his heart was fiHe™ _tjL
sorrow at these signs of death, and he longed f°r...
return of Spring. lie loved the light of the sun PaSSlj)5
atcly; to adoration. He left his whole well-beingi |
very existence, depended on the continued presence
its warmth and light, shining down. With its abse.
in the cold months he suffered agonies of doubt and ij
pair; he feared the sun would never more return t0
the sad earth, to kiss all tilings back to life and lai'g
from the cold embraces of death.

He couched at night in his retreat amongst ~ ~
stones; resting against the palpitating breast of r
he listened to the pulsing of the life blood through”
veins ; the multitudinous whisperings of her breathing ~
The cold winds blustering over the moors; howling a Y5
mournfully to silence down the valleys, brought «
mind the thought of some monstrous creature, wrn .
impotently in its bonds; wailing in the agonies O
describable torments. Around him at such tim0O/ .
could feel the presence of malicious unseen 1nl ™
Shivering amongst the stones he endeavoured to
some idea of their nature; to understand who or
they were; their object in seeking him, as lie fen
did, relentlessly, continuously, with blindly outstrctcl
groping hands. He associated in his mind some i"jl‘am
siou of each of the strange things he had ever seen g
feared; the gargoyles grouped around the old church'
particularly ferocious farm dog : the village consta
strangely shaped trees and rocks and many other 01"!'
and inanimate things encountered in his wander'
Some impression of each was blended into the fitinW.
ception with which he identified the Unknown. *
polyglot monsters of his frightened imaginings ™ ¢, i
dreams with terror : encompassing him : leering 0,”c
wickedly upon him : mouthing terrible, incomprehefl@*”
things. He whimpered in his sleep like a dreaming f
whenever thev visited him, and drew his rags cl
around his shivering limbs . ..

The present Winter was of particular severity-
day followed day on leaden feet without sign of a
his doubts and fears were intensified. The cold 'v
pierced through his rags with a myriad stinging 1
pricks and made his teeth chatter in his mouth .(
castanets. He found it increasingly difficult to ov
food enough to keep the dim flame alight in his nll'a™C
body. He longed for the arrival of .Spring, bringing ~

N

Standing amidst their ruins one fancies the voice of \sun with its warmth and light : to feel the terrors 0
Koheleth, sadly whispering, " All is vanity and a grasp- j Winter nights vanish away like the white mists of r>tag

ing after wind.”

[ ing at the first soothing caress from his magic rays5.
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dimly felt that the strange, the Unk“m”~iJnsMe for
operation around him, were in some w > ODeration to

the absence ot the sun; that they " crc , compre-
accomplish his destruction. It I(- coul,, -n some way
hend what they desired from him, he " some fine
satisfy their demands : it he cou < P* then - - -

iKft to offer them In humbleness, p

lamthis time 3 change took place in him; a strange
sity flellre keEan to possess him, increasing in inten-
ro'n fiay to day to the exclusion of all other feel-
€ rums were pregnant with whispering voices ;
wh°le of nature seemed crying out to him with a
i;,'ial tongues for assistance only lie could give, to
berate her from her bonds. The stark branches of the
appeared as the arms of supplicants stretched out

/ ilun: the furred and feathered folk he met from time
, 1k seemed to regard him with reproachful, and at
J , Saine time, pleading, eyes : all things were msist-
y rging him to some course of action, the thought
Icli filled him with a subtle blending of fear and

>

Joy

Preternatural hush, which enwrapped the little
i€ & 11 the foldings of a cloak of softest velvet, was
Gedirlreil*»°ne nlorn'nff by the sound of a hysterical
sig, " borne down the wind. It seemed to be a
asw e whole of sentient life was awaiting : rooster
% 4 rooster, with garrulous outpourings : dog
[ ﬂ 0 200 *n an ecboing chain, link after link, down
& tacjic distant valley, the clamour increasing rapidly
loat « t,/€'v creature added its voice to the general up-
Vstiﬁb,t!]_e Patrolling constable commenced a tour of in-
sk?/Ile Irst flush of the coming dawn mantled up the
\aii—IS ~Me balf-wit climbed the hill from the village.
atrao(nE hrinly to the centre of the stone circle, as if
sto]™ <« "bere by some irresistible influence, he laid the
Ridr fail(ler, lamenting wildly and as wildly strug-
his kn-!lPon the altar stone. With difficulty he drew
flap Oand severed the head from the neck : the bird
tre | 1 *re air with his wings in his death agony, and
kiln/., blood spurted over liis hands and clothes, and
Ae 1 'nscarlet berries from the cruel edges of the gorse.
Win~Kth, the bird was still, his gander soul already
Ais»1 1 leisured flight the marshy border of some
e (r'tle ®tyx. Stepping away a pace from the altar
"ith "V *be back of his bloody' hand across liis mouth
*a(;Vapid, nervous gesture, and gazed intently to-
ftatl tlie east.  Standing thus, motionless, only the
h  *”se and fall of liis chest indicating he was alive,
k™ ted a sign, lie knew not wliat, that cognisance
taken of liis offering. The day commenced to
kehy, delicate tendrils of orange light zig-zagged from
fio,.' the hills and across the firmament. A band of
niy] . . necame visible steadily climbing the hillside be-
n%i]:ll«’ but he (_jid not see them; I_i_e stood motionles_s,
of o agape, licking the smear on liis face with the tip
gnd botigne, waiting, waiting. A lark commenced to
figdX shrill tones, soaring upwards : a startled part-
"hirr b'rchcd drunkenly from out of the heather and
away with a harsh, frightened, “ Gek-Gek-Gek.”
S, a few, terrifying sound reached his ears; the
tie, °lI human voices raised in exultant acclamation,
all, <res °i the village constable rising clear above them
oftorwisc
started violently from bis trance-like state and
a frantlc plunge forward In ¥i¢ firdt instinetive
boldiVe escaPe>anywhere; the stout roots of the gorse
iiit) ,"S Rct like treacherous hands and lie fell forward,
Ife . aikness, striking his head on the ancient stone.
Win/ / there, his limbs twitching, his blood mingling
liw- ‘’at of the bird dripping softly down, a crimson
Tl,&én on the earth . . .
lari-  SUh arose and shone down in full brilliance : the
toges °Verhead continued to sing his praises in shrill
eopio’ s°aring higher and higher; the constable made
grollri s antl ungrammatical notes, expectorated on the
of jp/ at frequent intervals, and cursed the brightness
suu shining in his eyes.

itin,

Joseph Marah.

liviv fray is to flatter oneself that one will change the
orse with words.— Voltaire.
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Correspondence.

To the Editor of the “ Freethinker.”

FREETHOUGHT AND DRESS.

Sir,— | was present to-day at the Men’s Dress Reform
Party', of which I am a member. Dean Inge is a mem-
ber, and one of the speakers at the meeting was the Rev.
Percy Dearmer, M.A., D.D. Now, the Dress-Reform
movement is largely an aesthetic movement; this alone
would leave one to suppose that no support will be given
to it by “ Christendom ” in general. All aspirations to-
wards making life more beautiful, in so far as they are
successful, are conducive to health. But, unfortunately,
our civilization is exclusively commercial, and notice-
ably indifferent to the arts and to beauty; so that Free-
thought of any kind is anathema to the majority, whose
object in life is not to seek truth or beauty, but to do
and say “ what profits ”—themselves only’, and to do
just what everybody else does, 110 more and no less.

The cult of covering the body entirely with clothes,
because the nude form was “indecent,” found its fullest
expression in the Christian religion.

The Greeks of old treated their bodies with respect and
distinction; the young men appeared quite naked in the
“ Palaestra,” and in .Sparta, girls ran public races in tlic
same condition. The assertion that our climate is not
suited for even moderate dress reform is untrue. It is
only a matter of gradual acclimatization (which is quite
rapid) and plenty of physical exercise. A few people are
now realizing that sun and air are necessary for attain-
ing the best health, and an integral part of moral health ;
and that bodily health should be considered an integral
part of moral health; but this view cannot be reconciled
with the Christian and commercial conceptions of life.
The present fashions are unhealthy and morally degrad-
ing even according to the “ image of God ” theory!

11 Genesis, it appears that God was regarded as a

personality with human passions.
Religious sophists of to-day whittle God down to an
incomprehensible spirit.” Which process looks like a
trick for glorifying the “ God-idea ” as something infi-
nitely superior to “ mere” humanitarisn reforms.
Activity in such a matter as dress reform, then,
is, | conceive, likely to come from Freethinkers if from
anybody. The Dress Reform Party has already over a
thousand members, and is only three weeks old; all
Freethinkers interested in the movement ought to join
at once. There is no subscription. The Honorary Secre-
tary is Dr. A. C. Jordan, e/o New Health Society, 39
Bedford .Square, London, W.C.i. We need more free-
dom of body as well as of thought.

@

E. C. Ashworth.

FREETHOUGHT AND AN INTERNATIONAL
LANGUAGE.

Sir— T was very pleased to read the article under this
heading in the issue of July 7.

To the list of translations named by L- Corinna might
be added the recently issued Concerning Man’s Origin,
by Prof. Sir Arthur Keith.

It is encouraging to think that these Ereethought
works are being read in countries into whose languages
they may never be translated. In this connexion Esper-
anto is serving a very useful purpose.

F. Gatesiiim,.

Sir—In your leading article of last week, you state
that “ Sir Oliver Lodge thinks that hell is the lower
state into which one goes after death to await promotion
to the higher forms.” If a Salvation Army “ Captain ”
had expressed such an opinion, or a clergyman, it would
have been relegated to the limbo of useless opinions, but
coming from a man of such learning as Sir Oliver

1 possesses on other subjects, 1 respectfully suggest it is a

prostitution of scientific knowledge. His opinion on a
subject on which be knows nothing is worth as much
and as little as that of a professional priest.

Sir Oliver, when he enters the region of unknown
mysteries, does not seem to realize that he shakes the
faith of those who trust his utterances on subjects in
which he is supposed to possess scientific knowledge.

Sine Cere.
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THIS FREEDOM.

Sir,—1 was very pleased to see Mr. Victor B. Neu-
burg’s article, under the above title, in your issue for
July 14.

Mr. Neuburg has put, very clearly and cojently, what
many people are thinking, but do not like publicly to
avow. As things are at present, it requires no little
moral courage to tell the truth about sexual matters,
#nd no oue could make a better defence for freedom of
discussion in such matters than Mr. Neuburg has done,
and never was such advocacy more needed than to-day.

For, whereas, in many other countries there has been a
relaxation of literary censorship, notably in Germany,
Austria, Russia, and America, where English books
which have been prosecuted and confiscated, in the
country of their origin, circulate freely. We, in Eng-
land, “ The land of the Free ” (see Daily Press) seem
to have lost what little freedom we ever had in the
matter. The late Home Secretary, publicly declaring,
and magistrates acting upon it; that no books may be
published that are morally speaking unsuitable for a
little child.

Our leading literary lights have publicly protested
against this deadly blow at liberty of discussion. But
protestation—like patriotism—is not enough ; unless the
protesting is done by the masses who have votes. If
they want liberty they will have to fight for it as the
Secular Party did for free speech. They will have to
form a defence association, and fight every case, through
all the courts, up to the highest. The government will
soon draw its horns in, if every case is going to cost a
lot of money for counsel and carried to the higher courts,
where the Judges are more independent and less servile
than the magistrates, and there is less chance of obtain-
ing a conviction.

Every book that is published now, has to run the
gauntlet of a lot of pious prudes and puritans, of the
type of the editor of the Sunday Express. Some of
these sex degenerates are pastmasters at pulling the
strings behind the scenes, they hate publicity, and like
to have these cases decided off hand by the magistrates.
This simple method must be met and defeated, and it is
not the slightest use appealing to either of the political
parties. W. Mann.

Society News.

Mr. Ciayton continues to hold successful meetings in

N.E. Lancashire. Some rowdy opposition was en-
countered—as usual led by a cleric—and successfully
defeated.

At Barnes Square, the local vicar, and a few warriors
of the Church Army, helped, by a display of bad
manners, to attract a very large audience, which,
although at one time threatening, had ultimately the
good sense to ignore the vicar and give the Freethought
speaker a fair hearing.

At Rawtenstall, another large crowd gathered to listen
to the message of .Secularism.

A feature of the opposition here was the not unusual
combination of vocal strength with mental weakness.

As return visits will be paid, it is to be hoped the in-
terval will be used by the other side to get some intel-
lectual opposition together.

Messrs. Brighton and Keast report large and inter-
ested audiences at Stanley and Spennymoor, where godd
work was put in.

At Stanley the crowd grew until it had to move to a
more commodious spot, where the meeting continued.
The most ill-behaved person in the crowd was a local
clergyman, who kept up a running fire of interruptions.
His efforts, however, as well as those of a demonstation
of Cliristiau Crusaders, winning the world for Christ,
failed to spoil the meeting, which as well as being com-
plimentary to the speakers, also indicates sympathy with
our movement, and may result in a local branch of the
N.S.S. in the near future.

Mr. Whitehead’s concluding week in Lancashire was
interfered with by the rain, but one meeting was held at

July 21, *9~

Bolton, and seven at Blackburn. The Sunday FEFS
meeting at Blackburn attracted a very large gal*"*®
the meetings being very much depleted in favour
Freethought one. There was great interest shown
lectures, although the type of questions and °pi)T
was of a rather poor type. But Blackburn, like
needs only a few energetic members to set a good
going. Thanks are due to Mr. Glassbrook for * e
given at the meetings. _..itehed
From Sunday, July 21 till August 2, Mr. WJ
will be lecturing at Plymouth.

SUNDAY LECTUBE NOTICES, ©

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, ~
E.C.s, by the first post on Tuesday, Or they teiu
inserted.

LONDON.
indoor. tutjan
South Peace Ethical Society The London Ws 7
Theatre,  South Place, Moorgate,K.C.2) : xi.°> ~r"
Ratclific—" The Springs of Social Action.”
OUTDOOR. M5

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12-° auy
James Hart and R. G. Lennard; 3.30, Messrs. R- pfee
H. Tuson; 6.30, Messrs. B. A. Le Maine and Hyatt- j
thought meetings every Wednesday, at 7.30, M&S Ny
Hart and R. G. Lennard. Every Friday, at 7.3» M gk

Le Maine. The Freethinker can be obtained outside

Park during our meetings. i If
West London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park,

mersmith) : 3.30, Mr. F. P. Corrigan. (E

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park,
Bandstand) 3.15, Mr. B. A. Le Maine—Subject :
in General K‘%
South London Branch N.S.S. (Claphain Common) : ™%
Mr. S. Hanson; Brockwell Park, 6.30, Mr. S. Hans(le
nesday, Clapham OIld Town, S.o, Mr. S. Hanson! 1
Liverpool Street, Camberwell Gate, 80, Mr. F. Mann- e
North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, uel
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. R. H. Rosetti. , Jar
West Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical h®t
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. H. C. W”

L%lgrr%m and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner 0“ (1](1:[8’:\
Road, Walham Green) : Saturday, 80, various sPdl
Sunday, 830, Mr. F. P. Corrigan—A Lecture.

COUNTRY.
outdoor. {if:
Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. (Town M°°I’U’F_.

North Road entrance) : 7.0, Mr. J. C. Keast—A Lec™Y));
Liverpool (Merseyside) Branch N.S.S. (Beaumont S rt
Monday, 7.30. Mr. J. V. Shortt—A Lecture.
Glasgow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Corkindale
Meet at Barrhead Centre at 12 o’clock prompt.
Plymouth Branch N.S.S.—Mr. Whitehead will hold
mgs from Sunday, July 21 until Friday, August 2 pdl
Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Meetings held in the
Ring on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7 P-"1’" ocri
Mr. J. Cirayton will lecture at the following P tl;
during the week :—July 21, Todmorden Market, 7° *jO
July 22, Great Harwood, 80 p.m.; July 24, Sabden,
n.m.; July 26, Crawshawbrook, 80 p.m.

Miscellaneous Advertisements.

B IRTH CONTROL.—Every Adult should possess

of Conception Contro™~Why and How. Deal” S
the subject plainly and cleanly. Describes safest all O
means to adopt, whereby prevention may be obtain®
very low cost. Above booklet sent POST FREE by—pe
London Medical Agency, Dept. 465 91 St. Martin’s

London, W.C.2. N

EARN money writing showcards for us at home e j

train you by pest and sopply steady werk ~
pav.—APPIV Show Carg Service. LTn.. Hitchin.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should b°
UNWANTED Children.

Of

For an lllustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birtb
trol Requisites and Books, send a ijfd. stamp tO" .

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, $er *

(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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SOME PIONEER PRESS PUBUCATIONS:  Two Books for Thinkers.
RIMKaPP empires. By C. P. Volney. With the Law M I N D A N D R EA L ITY

pBre' Revised Translation, with Portrait, Plates,

T.. €, ce by George Underwood. 5s., postage 3d. — AND —
imMEHRIST: MAN, GOD, OR MYTH? By Georg«
Cloth*1 a Chapter on “ Was Jesus a Socialist?"

UZ* S Fostake ajid. LIFE, MIND & KNOWLEDGE

By Col R. G. Ixgiuou. *4.,
y BY

ai * J. C. THOMAS, B.Sc.

Prage "dAND WOMEN> By George Whitehead. 6d., (Keridon).

~fp 'AI iT YI !N CHINA. By W. Mann. An EXposure The Rt. Hon. J. M. Robertson is in full agreement with the
REAI t e”*\n ~ 'ss'ons- Price 6d., postage id. Author’s philosophic attitude, and highly appreciates the
AR~ ASHORISMS AND PURPLE PATCHES. By  “ pungency and alertness of his handling and especially his
R I'Allows. Paper Covers, 3s. 6d., postage 4jid. strictures on the Metaphyscian.”
H i» ON SUICIDE. By David Humk. With an
»* > and, Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote.
TUp P°sage yd.
CrihVAR SIDE OF DEATH. By Chapman Cohen. A
Sty v 1 Examination of the Belief in a Future Life, with a
Psvi-tLi  Spiritualism from the Standpoint of the New
Rm.l "3£¥- Paper Covers, as., postage ijid.; Cloth
BE *35 6., postage 2d.
Romances. B w . footk. An illustration of

thI'\éJVI t'oote at his bes{ gés. 6d., postage 3d. T h e Case for

ANd >oVr OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN RELIGION

Price, 6d. each. Postage for the 2 copies 2Jd.

2B , SCIENCE. By Prof. J. W. Draper. 39 pages. -
SCm? stzge iHd. Secular Education
ter AND THE SOUL. By W. Mann. With a Chap- . .
Tfijj > Infidel Death-Beds. 3d.?/ postage id. I (Issued by the Secular Education League.) ]
Ar£ASE AGAINST THEISM. By George Whitehead.
t/id Son®ble View of God. Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d., postage rP HIS booklet give» a concise history of the
L Secular Education controversy, with a 1

clear and temperate statement of the argu- 1]
ments in favour of the abolition of religions
teaching in all State-aided schools. i
PRICE SEVENPENCE |
Postage id.

t~"p~"H AND SEX. By Chapman Cohen. Studies in
tjjw  “thology of Religious Devgﬁ)pment. 6s., postage 6d.

PhnOliiNG OF THE SUPERMAN. By George White-
PRIESr 2d * Postage YA

Tlif CRAFT : A STUDY OF THE EXPLOITATION OF

Mn; RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT. By C. R. Boyd Free
Hg postage 3d.

d , AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. By W. Mann.
ti.r: POtage jid.

M iAH”\”W OR FREE-WILL? By Chapman Cohen.
gljgt‘e?)gosEltloln tpf theS Subéecéd!?_ the III_| fh(t: Iotfhthz% [‘)s%e
volution. Secon ition. Illalf-Cloth, 2S. 6d.,
I'l),. 2Hd.; Paper, is. gd., postage 2d. FOUR LECTURES on
A.VftE-WORSHIiP OF RICHARD JEFFERIES. By

CO) ' loom. Portrait. 3d., postage id. FREETHOUGHT and LIFE

for’™E EVOLUTION. By Chapman Cohen. A Straight-

o ¢

) — T ¥

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdoa Street, B.C.4.

- ==X

tyjj, ~ Essay on the Question. 6d., postage id. By Chapman Cohen.
fil Is MORALITY ? By George Whitehead. A Care- .
Point' | @n'nation of the Basis of Morals from the Stand- (Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Tjjj, - O Evolution. 4d., postage id. . L del diu the Secular Hall. Lei
GrefX OR ATHEISM? Bv Ch c . The our Lectures delivered iu the Secular Hall, Leicester,
Hitu Alternative.  An Exhaﬁstiv_eapgfgmingﬁgﬂ of the on November 4th, nth, 18th and 25th, 1928.
Cn, ®* on behalf of Theism, with a Statement of the . .
» g.lor Atheism. Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered, Contains lectures on: The Meaning and Value of
CW*1- Post‘*e s* d- Freethought; Freethought and God; I'reethought I
LKMNANITY AND CIVILIZATION. By Prof. J W. and Death; Freethought and Morals. |
DiH,R A Chapter from The History of the Intellectual . o B !
~CTr> m<n* Qo Europe. 2d., postage yd. Price One Shilling. Postage ijd. j
Co,FY AND SUPERSTITION, By Robert Arch. A .
Lifc 10’sense View of Religion and its Influence on Social The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. f
C MMt 4d™* PostaBe Nd. “y4
llkol« ISM AND CHRISTIANITY. By Rt. Rev. W. M.
Larwi * Analysed and Contrasted from the Standpoint of af

Faym's'n and Marxism. With Portraits, is., post free.
( < Cloth 4s. P

JEssays iIn Freethinking'1
CHest diseases (Third series j
|

~NNaloabo acts as regards Tuberculosis as a real By CHAPMAN COHEN,
Contains Essays on:

h Er. Sechehaye in the = Swiss Medical Review.”) ATHEISM: ENGLISH AND FRENCH—RELIGION
- QaPpears 1o me to have w specific Mbsictive iMfu-  AND THE FEAR OF DEATH—GOD AND MAN-

1lle Tubercle Bacilli in the same way that Quinine RELIGION AND THE STATE—DESIGN  IN
pO» Malaria. NATURE—GOD AND HIS BIOGRAPHERS—GOD

If (Dr. Grun in the King’s Bench Division.) AND MORALS—FASTING AND FAITH—WITCH
"st}gjrﬁJ @C su”ering from any disease of the chest or lungs DOCTORS IN LONDON, Etc., Etc,

abet g Ic or eariac asthma excluded—ask your doctor = POST,

~has. j~aRaloabo, or send a post card for particulars of it to | CEOTH BOUND 2/6 . : AGE 3(_1‘ .

40n,g , ' Stevensl 204,_2(3] Worple Road’ Wimbledon’ Lon- The three Vols. of Essays In Frleethlnklng will be
Reaf VjO>who post same to you Free of Charge. i sent post free for yis.

I*re QNS esPeciallv T.Bs., will see in the above few lines
the onderful news than is to be found in many volumes

The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, E-C-4. J
sanie subject.
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andProhibition.

ible andBeer |

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)
By G. W. FOOTE.

1 TheBible
|B

I

)

I

i A careful examination of the Relations of the Bible
1~ ..
2 Brice - Twopence. Postage .ul.
|
|

The Pioneer Press, 61 FarringdonStreet, E.C.4.
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| *
i TRROQ ANP , GENFTICS
. A Study of the Biological, SOC|oIog|caI and
| Ps gchologl al Foundation of the Fam r¥
! Treatise “showing the previous Unsue t|f|c
. Treatmentof the Sex Problem in 8ocial
Relationships.
ByM.M. KNIGHT, Ph.D.; PHYLLIS BLANCHARD,Ph.D.

and 1IYA LOWTHER PETERS, Ph.D.

Part |.—The New Biology and the Sex Problem in
Society.
Part 1l.—The Institutionalized Sex Taboo.

[y

Part 11l.—The Sex Problem in the Bight of Modem
Peyeloiogy.

Published at 10s. 6d. net. Price 4s.

(Postage 5=id.)

Materialism Re-stated
BY
CHAPMAN COHEN
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)
A clear and concise statement of one of the most
important issues in the history of science and
philosophy.

Contains Chapters on:—A Question of Prejudice—
Some Critics of Materialism—Materialism in History—
What is Materialism —Science and Pseudo-Science—
On Cause and Effect—The Problem of Personality.

Cloth Bound, price 2/6. Postage ajfd.

Tint Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.

PAINE THE PIONEER

Life of Thomas Paine
By F. J. GOULD

Gilt Ciotii Portrait Published 4/6 net.

Price 2/- Postage 3d.
Only a limited number of copies available.

i lhe Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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etc- And to do all such lawful things as are conn*

July O»

The Secular Society, Ltd

Company Limited by Guarantee-

Registered Office : 62 Farringdon St., Eondoo,

Secretary: Mr. R. H. RosETTL

This Society was formed in 1898 to d'iff?rd legal secsnl :
the acquisition and appiication cf funds for Secular
The Memorandum of Association sets forth ~O

Society’s Objects are:—To promote the principle tha ™
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, 0
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare * ~
wor'd is the proper end of all thought and action. 0.
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Sec"
cation. To promote the complete secularization of tlIC. f b
N

such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and re

§ R, 5 PP

| the Society.

same

Members pay an entrance fee” of ten shilli g, id
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings.

The liability of members is limited to £1, 10 c
Society should ever be wound up.

All who join the Society participate in the control ®|r
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is eS[ f/s>
provided in the Articles of Association that no mem ~
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society’
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

N

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), e»xc
but are ellglble for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are inviteu © O¢
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s »**"dD
their wills. The now historic decision of the House O , 0
in re Bowman and Others v. the .Secular Society, Lin'l jt
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary,
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient >
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :— j

| give and bequeath to the Secular Society, L" (@
the sum of £----free from Legacy Duty, and 1 fj d
that a receipt signed by two members of the BBB™ «
the said Society and the Secretary thereof sh»l
good discharge to my Executors for the said Leg8

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the
should be formally notified of such bequests, as Wil'8 ful
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, "M tfi
particulars, will be sent on application to the Sec”
Mr. R. H. Rosetti, 6 Farringdon Street, London, »»

| Evolution for the Young.

| Prehistoric Man and His Ancestors j
? By ONA MELTON. |

[ Cloth with 5 Plates. j
j  Price - 1b. 6d. Postage I£d. etr® |

] MATERIALISM riir®uTE -

« Verbatim Report of Debate between j
j
i

| Chapman Cohen and C. E. M. Joad.
] One Shilling Net. Y g
t Revised by both Disputants.

| The Pioneer Press, 61 I"arringdon Street, B.C4/™ "
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