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"’•t tl, * *̂u>rches claim something,of the same kind, 
,lat̂ t s lniake tllc demand on behalf of the rights of 
t|lfe tha, Vlll'ch means authorizing parents to take 

lette children shall grow up no wiser and
Outĥ iorouaU lUey are themselves. But the Roman 
% rch Church makes the claim on behalf of the 
S  it | ^rcs no more for the rights of parents 
Vreh | N  l°r the rights of citizens. It is the 

• * Chu1 1,S concerned about; it is in the name of 
i,,.'1.1 that it has lied and robbed and tortured 
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, Vocational claims of the Roman Church 
N  „£ lat they are, it is worth while noting theC  * ,aind lo which that Church appeals for sup-•n» ’ a,ui ti, . .  ....- ......... .. .......... “ *'i----- —* “-*■

' SQ 0 Rind of intelligence it aims at develop-
’He °ne> the other day, was good enough to

one °f the tracts published by the Catholic

Truth Society. The title is in itself significant. 
Apart from religion, 011c1 is satisfied to talk plain 
truth, satisfied that truth can have and should have 
no sectarian label. But we have Christian truth, then 
Protestant truth, and finally Catholic truth. I should 
be the last to deny that the distinction is necessary; 
for Christian truth is certainly not truth as scientific 
men understand it; and peculiar as Christian truth is, 
Roman Catholic truth is still stranger. It is that 
truth which gave us numerous forgeries, and im
postures, and which still places these forgeries and im
postures before people as undiluted fact.

The tract sent me deals with the lives of two 
Catholic martyrs, Thomas More and John Fisher, and 
with the benefits of addressing prayers to them. The 
writer of the pamphlet says “  the Church is probably 
cautious in accepting miracles. She demands the 
most rigorous investigation before she will give her 
approval.”  Presumably, caution in accepting 
miracles must be read in a relative sense, for one 
notes that the Church is much less ready to accept a 
miracle in England than it would be in a village in 
the South of France; its miracles have always been 
most plentiful in the most ignorant ages, and amongst 
the most ignorant people. That, of course, may not 
be the fault of the Church; it must take its miracles 
as one takes the weather— as it comes, and it may be 
that the Lord feels more among his own when he is 
dealing with the less enlightened among his children.

*  *  *

Serviceable Saints.

The record of favours granted by these two sainted 
individuals, or of miracles performed, cover many 
kinds of help from finding clients for lawyers to 
securing rooms for those needing them. No. 1 on 
the list of letters comes from a lawyer who attended 
the mid-day benediction of St. Mary’s, Moorfiehls. 
He prayed for his “  material needs, and particularly, 
at that juncture, for new clients.”  On returning to 
his office a friend rang him up to say he was sending 
a client. That was quick enough in all conscience. 
Another legal case comes from a man who needed n 
situation. Before the feast of the Blessed Thomas 
More lie began a “  Novcna,” asking the aforesaid 
Thomas More to find him a situation. Very soon he 
received a letter from a Catholic lawyer, who engaged 
him as Secretary, and “  I began my new duties on 
the day the novena ended.”  But “  the crowning 
work the martyrs did for us in getting 11s a flat.”  
Perhaps the picture of the two “  blessed martyrs ”  
hunting Southwark to find a flat for this good man is 
quite affecting.

I pass over some very ordinary cases of people 
praying for recovery from illness, and getting better, 
of cheques received in answer to prayer, also the case 
of the Mother of an East Anglican Convent, who 
writes to say she is beginning a novena for an ex-
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pected cheque, as that seems just a trifle artful. Some 
ordinary mortal may get there before the Blessed 
Martyrs. But here is a touching letter from Black- 
heath, April, 1928 : —

I write to express my thanksgiving for a rise of 
¿150 per annum, received, as I conceive it, through 
the intercession of the Martyrs.

This from Hertfordshire, June, 1928 :—
I have been concerned with the attempt to dispose 

of a house in this neighbourhood for two years . . . 
I bethought me of the Blessed Thomas, to whom I 
used to have a great devotion. I explained the cir
cumstances to him, detailed certain claims I had to 
his consideration, and asked him to work a miracle 
on my behalf. Two days later the house was sold. 
I am willing to make any affirmation of the above.

From Dulwich comes a letter relating how by the 
intercession of Blessed T. More, and Blessed J. Fisher, 
there was won a legal victory, which “  enabled me to 
obtain £ 2,000.”  From Sussex comes a story of a 
man who tried to get a misleading report corrected 
in a newspaper, but without result. So, “  I put the 
affair into the hands of our two Martyrs, and the re
sult is that the newspaper has published a full and 
completely satisfactory correction of the matter. On 
the other hand a complaint comes from Surrey to the 
effect that the only thing the Martyrs have failed 
one applicant in has been a “  small legal matter.”  
From this the complainant concludes that “  Sir 
Thomas has no further interest in the law.”

* # #
Fraud and Folly.

There are plenty more instances of the same kind, 
and in Roman Catholic papers it is possible to see lists 
of testimonials of the same quality. It will be ob
served there is no fooling about these devotees. If 
they praise the saints they expect them to do some
thing in return, as in the case of the gentleman who 
reminded the dead saint of the claims he had on him 
for services rendered. These Blessed saints may 
help to sell a house, to cure a cold, to convert a 
heretic, to “  wangle ”  a legal victory, to find lodg
ings; one would not be surprised if they might be 
able to “  spot the winner ”  of next year’s Derby if 
they are approached in time and in the proper way. 
When we hear of the Saints in their blessed rest, we 
ought to bethink that Roman Catholic saints must 
have an exceedingly busy time.

It is difficult to be serious with such unadulterated 
rubbish, or to think without some misgivings of the 
grade of intelligence that can believe such things as 
are published in the pamphlet cited. And it is always 
a moot question how far do those responsible for the 
publication of such pamphlets actually believe in the 
stories related ? Belief of this kind brings grist to the 
clerical mill, and I find it difficult to believe that even 
the average priest can be so supremely silly as to be
lieve in Saints who go round finding lodgings, influ
encing the decisions of judges and juries, or seeing 
that a man’s salary is increased. A  man who sets up 
in the business of supplying credulous fools with 
lucky charms, or magic powders, or supernatural 
messages would be denounced on all hands as a fraud, 
and if carried out on too great a scale there would be 
an outcry from the press for police action. But here 
is an enormous trade being done in this kind of super
natural or magical fortune telling and fortune making, 
and those who run it have the colossal impudence to 
demand special concessions from the State to enable 
them to turn out a constant supply of atrophied in
tellects which permit belief in the stupid falsehoods 
of the Catholic Truth Society ! If the common for
tune teller deserves the legal description of “  rogue 
and vagabond,”  what do men who live, and a Church

which lives, by circulating stories of 
deserve to be called ?

#  *  *

A  Threat to Civilization.

Ancient civilization went down before

the kind ^

the gr°",ill

of the crass superstition which now exists aS !
Christian Church. Of that Church the Roman Ca«''
he section is the oldest, the strongest, and the trtj
representative. It iS) moreover, the only Cbn#J
Church that appears to be advancing in this c0llI1jr\ .
numbers, in influence and in w e a lth .  I t  controls

least intelligent and the most docile vote »
country, and at the last election politicians o ie'.
party were angling for this vote, and ready to P f  ’ . 
-  1— -  -  ’ < , ’ ___ _ „!Pr to distf
*  ̂ --0---„ --------  . , —- ,
it by giving the Roman Church more power w

enough

committed to its care. What chance has civili2̂ 1̂
the minds of those children unfortunate enoughenous- t

if its direction is likely to be largely in the a»
men and women at the side of whom a savage  ̂
intellectually independent person ? Can w'C,n hcf°rC

tioncertain that our civilization may not go d°u'h,^ 
this vast mass of superstition just as the cl 
of Greece and Rome was buried for centuri^^),? 
the degrading superstitions of the Christian ^tli 
We laugh at the absurdities of the Catho 
Society, as we laugh at the vagaries of Billy ^ ^  
and the Bishop of London and similar survive j. ¡n 
Stone Age. But these men have votes; P°" CjeadcP 
their hands, and because of this, politics jy to 
shrink from giving offence to them, and are rL 
buy their support. What is to be the conscQ ^  
of the growth of this kind of thing in our niu 0f 
may smile at it— so, we know, did the pl'il°^l’ ..^ip 
Old Rome smile at the superstition of the k ' 
of their day.

What protection have we against this 111011S'¡troii’ 
’ flit

superstition ? Persecution is of 110 avail- ^ ^

/hick
futility of that plan has been shown over 
again. There is only one force against v v. 
Christian Church has so far shown itself IT c iv il^  
less, and that is the gradual development 0 1J 
tion, the slow growth of enlightenment. v̂t'1
only one enemy the Church has to dread—-the ^
of Freethouglit. Let us go 011 making Free

Chapman

The Napoleon of Freethoh

The great Achilles whom we knew.”—Tenny*0̂  e,-il 
“  The decay of dogmatic religion is, for g°° .̂

one of the most
( dogmatic religion is, f°r 
important fact of the model-*1 „

Bertrand * *  #
" The man who feels that he has truth 0,1 

must step firmly. Truth is not to be dallied Co^‘\

T he publication of a new and cheap edition 0 ^eld! 
Bradlaugh’s work : Humanity’s Gain jr°in 
recalls the personality of one of the most j ¡fi 
figures in the history of English Free though ■ 
one of the fast dwindling band of those " 
him in the flesh, and many a time I have 
from South London to the Hall of Science, 9 . pi# 
and other halls, to hear those orations w'h'C.y, 
Bradlaugh in the forefront of the battle for h ^¡c 9  

It was Bradlaugh’s oratory which drew 
tention to him, and this was scarcely to bc ''  C*li\ 
at, for, in a generation of fine speakers, 111 p  
ordinary oratorical gifts made him co n sp icu ^ ^ ^  
member it was the day of John Bright, 
Spurgeon, Parker, Newman Hall, and of c# ‘ , 
and Castclar. In an age of talent Bradlaug ' a r-L. 
an imperishable name for himself. His life c a h 
romance, The story of his meteoric rise is 11
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j°m from the pages of Plutarch; the story of his un- 
death is as moving nnr*. nnicrtiant a tTflcrrfW—  ̂as moving and as poignant as a. tragedy 

Sophocles. He will live with Cobbett and Parnell 
^  one whom a vivid and forceful personality must 
a ways make interesting.

Six feet high, splendidly proportioned, and with a
.nine head, his was a commanding figure on any

1)! at form. He was an ideal leader, with his splendid
oratorical and organizing gifts, he led the rec
nought Party to victory. In his earlier days the IrepH.:-.!- „U U I,. xn !»=> «.U C l “ *>3 ’’T '

freethinkers were feebly led and fitfully inspired
, thout his leadership their stay in the desert might
nave been prolonged many years. It was he, most
, y seconded by men and women of real talent,
doubtless, but, again, first and foremost, he who
n'ade the Frcctliought Party as we know it to-day.

Thorough ”  was his motto, and throughout life
ne acted up to it. He was the exact opposite of the
democratic leaders of the present day who tell ft
different tale to each audience. Bradlaugh would
nnve scorned such baseness. In every' issue of his
paper, The National Reformer, he proclaimed himself KepiiM:— - -
bisI iblicau, Atheist, and Malthusian, and he stood by
’̂ibralt 'Clf ' es ugninst the world, like the rock of 

‘r a n s H,e was no dreamer, leaving others to 
years'1 ° ' cleas into deeds. It took him thirteen 
sit in Cp0nt!»r>ous fighting before he was allowed to 
ton arliament as the representative of Northamp- 
deed ■ ls so'e crime was that he was an Atheist. In- 
ovofy 'n fbose stormy days Freethinkers had to fight 
ag0 a 11K'1 °f the way. Thanks to Bradlaugh’s cour- 
thoiight ĈV°f'on be transformed the scattered Free- 
hetgr l rt'ginicnts into a complete army. To-day 
and 0 °iXy. 's 110 fouger a serious bar to the citizen, 
Woru- C)C esiastical authority has been shorn of its 

n c da»gers. 
tt i

see , ‘S strange that people are only now beginning to 
,at bradlaugh’s attitude ti()fC , s anuuue to religion was actually

th0llSa him. He had no wish to fight tens of 
thcir IUS Priests, and hundreds of thousands of 
dj ^'bPeners. He did not want to waste his time 
lhe EUc'h puerilities as Noah’s Ark, Jonah and
clear] TV"-’ ailu tne vir£m uirtn. nut ne saw quite 
and ti *at Priestcraft was the bulwark of tyranny,

and the Virgin Birth. But he saw quite

U’as'^ priestcraft and Kingcraft were twin evils, 
'be jjj- Pr°cisely because the Christian Religion wa9 

of injustice that he challenged it. If he 
breaker *° ^10se 0'itside of his influence a mere image- 
"°rhpr '̂e bas in this only shared the fate of the
^ llUo . ---- *W*W**»*W*». vo
i|iSQri . )y the generation he foresaw,”  reads the 
ta deate°n ° n *be monument where Bruno was burned 
btiino ^ nd bradlaugh was a pioneer as much as 

Wi ’ an<̂  as worthy of our regard.
Tlie j a. Price Bradlaugh paid for his leadership ! 
Scie,lc  ̂ time I heard him lecture at the old Hall of 
'vbole ’ * realized that he was a broken man. For a 
like a ^°neration lie had led the forces of Freethought 
»¡lib burned knight in shining armour. But the 
boti, t[110s were too much for even his iron constitu
ent a 'i° ° '^ s were too great. Brave to the last, he 
E death  ̂ r̂ont to the enemy, but he was bleeding 
aUdienc “eneatb his armour. Some of his cheering 
?̂?hti « nearly broke down thinking of the fierce old 

Eiiig | bays, when there was no thought of any- 
. adli,n'i *be battle itself. Had his enemies known 
hat'.'Th

greatest reformers. “  Raised to Giordano

«tod
atid
but

hinr
as he really was, they could never have 
as they did. Jealousies and unkindness 

r e ! S 1CSs °.f sPirit are in most human labours, 
in,. gl0ll> with its insincerities and intellectual

bitt

' X Ws ,?s' seems to hold a poison of its own, which 
Th0 10 vision and blunts the edge of principle.

? ai0st . ork done by Bradlaugh and his colleagues is 
lrb,0.rt-ant chapter in the history of the popu- 
0 breethought principles. During the many

years which have elapsed since Bradlaugh’s death, 
great and far-reaching changes have taken place. The 
most important are the safeguarding of bequests to 
Freethought, the stabilization of its finances, and the 
inclusion of ladies in the Movement. In the far-off 
days of Southwell and Holyoake, the audiences at 
Freethought meetings were almost entirely composed 
of men, whereas to-day the position is very different. 
Under Mr. Chapman Cohen’s administration the Free- 
thought Party is widening in influence. Owing to 
his enterprise, too, it is still in the vanguard of pro
gress, sheltering behind it all the weaker heterodox 
people, who otherwise had been crushed by the 
weight of orthodoxy.

Secularists have a real right to be proud of their 
history. As the little Revenge earned an undying 
name by hurling herself against the great battleships 
of the Spaniards, so the Freethinkers have displayed 
extraordinary courage in attacking the heart of the 
vastly more formidable Armada of Superstition. The 
greater the victory, and in the ripe years to come 
recognition must be given to the superb courage, 
which, disregarding any reward, was satisfied with 
the knowledge that their action would benefit their 
fellow men. Eet us salute the memory of some of 
the bravest men and women who ever drew breath.

Mimnermus.

Whither Mankind.

A  volume of essays entitled Whither Mankind (Long
mans Green, 1928) consists of sixteen essays which 
discuss modern civilization from various points of 
view, under the editorship of Mr. C. A. Beard, who 
contributes an Introduction and an Epilogue. The 
work is really of American origin and printed in 
America; twelve of the contributors being American. 
Four English, namely, Bertrand Russell, who deals 
with “  Science.”  Sidney and Beatrice Webb, who 
deal with ”  Labour,” anti Havelock Ellis, who deals 
with “  The Family.”  One German, Emil Ludwig, 
writes on “  War and Peace,”  and one Chinese, Hu 
Shih, on “  The Civilizations of the East and the 
West.”

An editorial “  Preface,”  explains : “  Authorities 
of outstanding competence, possessing also the ability 
to present their ideas with clearness and vigour, were 
chosen to deal with the several phases of modem 
civilization. No limitations, save those of space, 
were laid upon them. Each writer was given a free 
hand. None of them was asked to assume any re
sponsibility for the opinions of the others. The 
editor has not altered their copy, smoothed out con
tradictions, or taken on the duty of defending every
thing that appears in these pages. If the principle of 
liberty had not commanded this, the distinction of 
the co-operating authors would have made it impera
tive.”  The sub-title of the work, by the way, states 
that it is a : “  Panorama of modern civilization.”

How does religion ccine out of this comprehensive 
survey of modern civilization? Very poorly indeed. 
Religion, which saturated the literature of the Vic
torian era, finds a very small place here, and that in 
the background. Most of the essays ignore it alto
gether, as if it had no existence; while those who do 
deign to notice it, do so with many a hefty kick. One 
essay, indeed, by James Harvey Robinson, is devoted 
to religion. In this the author says that while it is 
claimed that religion is essential to human welfare, 
he asks: “ But what is religion?”  And observes 
th a t: “  The word religion is perhaps the vaguest of 
all the important nouns in our language. Innumer
able pathetic efforts have been made to define the 
most indefinite of terms.”  From Kant, who said that
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it consisted in recognising all our duties as Divine 
commands; to Ruskin who declared: “  Our national 
religion is the performance of Church ceremonies, and 
preaching soporific truths (or untruths) to keep the 
mob quietly at work while we amuse ourselves.”  
Some, as he further points out, would retain the title 
of religion for their beliefs, even after having dis
carded the idea of God ! “  So much,”  he says “  for
the attempts to define religion. Would it not be 
better in the interest of clarity to regard religion, 
not as a mystic and essential entity, but as a label 
which we attach to one division of our beliefs, emo
tions, and deeds? We have many moods, fears, 
hopes, aspirations, scruples, loves and abhorrences. 
Some cf these we are wont to call religious, but not 
so very many.”  Although, he further observes, the 
partisans of religion can : “  Come to no agreement on 
what religion is, or even what things are religious. 
They agree only in thinking that those who differ 
from them have a false religion.”

As for Christianity, it no longer stands apart as a 
peculiar and God-inspired revelation. The master
ing of the ancient Indian and Chinese languages; of 
the Egyptian hieroglyphics and Mesopotamian cunei
form, has made an incredible addition to our know
ledge of early religion, and : “  Christianity took its 
place for the first time in a large group of still more 
ancient forms of belief, each with its venerable wis
dom and teachings in regard to man’s duties and 
fate.”  Even the moral teachings of Christianity are 
found not to be original, but had their origin in older 
sources : “  It is assumed,”  says Mr. Robinson, “  by 
most Christians, ignorant of history, that the teach
ings of Jesus were highly novel, and that the prevail
ing of Christianity was so startling an event as alone 
to prove its divine character. Neither of these be
liefs can be held by one familiar with scholarly books 
on these matters.”  A Brooklyn clergyman, the Rev. 
Richard Storrs, says our essayist, wrote a large book 
entitled : The Divine Origin of Christianity Indi
cated. I11 which he claimed th at: “  the religion of 
Jesus is at this hour the commanding factor in what
ever is best in the character and the progress of per
sons and states. It has not merely rectified par
ticular abuses, removed special evils, exerted a be
nign and salutary influence on local institutions. It 
has formed and instructed a general Christian con
sciousness in the world.”  To which Mr. Robinson 
objects :—

To claim, however, that the disappearance of 
witchcraft and slavery, and the introduction of re
ligious toleration were the effects of Christian 
teachings seems not to stand inspection. The 
leaders of the various churches have most rarely 
raised their voices against what seem to us now 
ancient and happily extinct atrocities. They were 
not the ones who did away with them. On the con
trary, they very generally supported religious in
tolerance, accepted slavery, blessed war, and cursed 
those who suspected the gloomy deceptions of witch
craft. So much for the arguments of the Reverend 
Dr. Storrs. (Whither Mankind, pp. 384-285.)

And as for moral practice, be further observes: 
“  When we come to daily observations we cannot dis
tinguish between the believer and the unbeliever by 
his conduct, by his honesty, generosity, and other 
homely virtues. Bradstreet does not reckon with re
ligion in establishing one’s credit. The custom 
house official would not pass unexamined the 
luggage of one professing the Athanasian creed or 
submitting a certificate of good standing in the Brick 
Church.”  And, to conclude, scientific knowledge 
has discredited the Christian cosmology founded on 
the Bible : “ As Samuel Butler says, it was not hard 
in his boyhood for the ordinary English clergyman to

think of God’s moulding Adam in the tectory ^  
and retiring to the greenhouse to form Eve.-  ̂
who cling to a heavily anthropocentric universe 
now to alter their lines of argument.”  (p- .gc
Robinson surveys religion with the cold, scie?..:e5 
detachment, of a naturalist discussing the Qua 
and characteristics of an animal or plant, in con 
with the Chinese contributor Hu Shih, whose eS 
on “  The Civilizations of the East and the . 
stands first in the book, and who makes a vig°r ,̂c 
attack upon religion. He declares, of those hyi10̂  
religions which taught that poverty and misery " . 
something to be proud of, that life was not 
living, and that the only desirable thing 'va9  ̂
blissful existence in the world beyond: “  R '̂ ]e 
those religions of defeatism that sank the "  ,
civilized world underneath the universal deluge  ̂
Medievalism. It took over a thousand years 
portion of mankind to emerge from the civm7-a ,
which glorifies poverty and sanctifies disease, a 
slowly build up a new civilization which ë̂ oïl  ̂
life and combats poverty as a crime.”  With the 
of science, he continues :

cl

Life has become easier and' happier, and man,5 
ied'

confidence in his own powers has greatly increa ^  
Man has become the master of himself and 0 
own destiny. Thus a revolutionary poet sings •

I fight alone, and win or sink,
I need no one to make me free;

I want no Jesus Christ to think 
That he could ever die for me. . ,ell

Thus the new civilization of the new age has g1'  ̂
to men a new religion, the religion of self-reha1’ ^ 
contrasted with the religion of defeatism 0 
Middle Ages. (p. 3t.)

W. Mâ '

Masterpieces of Freethougb^

(Concluded from page. 395.)

V II.— GENESIS.
By C hari.es B radi.augii.

n. tjj>
Bradi.augh commenced his work with a masterly ^  
troduction, giving a wonderful pricis of the M ĵ| 
problem. It extends to twenty-seven pages, 19 fl) 
of references to Christian authorities, some of "  
claimed divine authorship for every word u' 
Pentateuch, while others denied any book

»•absolutely “  divine.”  To read their confilC.^ 
views makes almost as humorous reading as P ic ^  
Here were a number of quite reasonable men, P ^  
ably excellent citizens in every way, devoting ŷ  Q( 
of thought and study— to say nothing of angd19 tc, 
mind— trying by every means in their po'v r̂ yi 
square Genesis with common sense. For that * j, 
there is in the problem. There is not a scrap 
dence worth considering which could possibly 0f 
the Bible from the point of view of the histoty^ 
man’s origins, any different from the Arabian 
The Holy Book aboundjs in supernatural st0 - 
which are so obviously untrue, that no average * 0t 
son would believe them for a moment, were h® gji 
frightened to do so by religion. And BradD^t 
collected together a large number of opinions, 1  ̂
of which are laughable, to prove that even aal 
ardent believers, dreadful doubts had filtered ^  
dragging rank heresy and infamous infidelity W ^  
train, and making the unlucky commentators fc‘ tj,{ 
of their fate when they left this vale of tears E# 
happy Paradise they so ardently prayed for.

I have always thought this Introduction could ^  
reprinting as a separate pamphlet, for it is con'P
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itself, and is quite the handiest little Genesis 
ing the conflicting voices in the Church about Gen 
1 have come across. . . . _nu;cct, and

Bradlaugh then plunges right in o eg his firSt 
aiter quoting verse x of Genesis, co , c f this
chapter with: “ There is scarcely a dispute.’ 
Verse that has not been the subjec o re than

There is nothing I  should like Q woUld be
ll>e succeeding pages, but the illuminating
''here to stop. Every page is full face and
difficulties which Christian scholars have and
'he awful mess they made trying to so take
" is obvious how little they were ‘ isp . tor!city of 
'he common sense view of the utter un ^ ^  disbc- 
'he accounts, even when they were 
1'cve them. _ . -nible

Get any “  reasonable ”  Christianson^ 
-hronology, and in a trice he wil V rse fisher 
1 a Catholic Evidence sneaker.fljje. —

p, - any
Ghronolo;

"’as Wl.atll0l*c Evidence speaker. Of course Usher 
a day he made the mistake of saying a day was 
'lay jn . °w any real devout believer knows that a 

means a thousand years— at least it 
a"d ev .enesis, even though there was a morning 
(i°csn,tCning attached thereto. Of course, when it 
tliin„ .1Ilcan a thousand years, then it means some- 
Methug MpUt 3 rCâ  — weH— weH— that depends,
for 4o 3 e 1 s 969 years obviously meant months. As 
there jj D'C'’ wh° said that? Did Jesus? No, well, 
and the p-are’ we genuine Christians are never wrong, 
could 6 l °̂> c°ntaining as it does God’s Holy Word, 
deliciQn0t he wrong. Have we not all met this 
by lype of Christian? What Bradlaugh did, 
llibje pi roferences to Genesis, was to prove how 
'"Uddl Uonol°gy was made up, and what a fearful 
l°llo\v'C believers got themselves in by blindly 
Hibles ^1G ĉ a*es g 'ven in the margin of their 
"ho h 1 °  1^ 1 there were thousands of clergymen 
laugjj at . ong ago given up these dates, but as Brad- 
W a n t e d  out “  Even to-day (1881) while many, 
that ti‘any elergymen of the Church of England know 
about stateinent (that man had only existed for 

,0o° years) is not true, they are reticent; they 
Ho hc,j10 knowledge to themselves, and not only give 
chiidr 11 t0 c' car away the falsehood, but permit little 
ology?,’ Khll to be taught the old orthodox chron- 
apd gt E is still taught to-day as true in private 
ho'V't,ate schools all over the country, and we know 
them Catholics are clamouring for the State to pay 
Saiue " ’at they can continue to teach children the 
lifcvin 'l  hcs which not merely science, but quite be- 
the Q Christians have exploded years ago. Here in 
booj. Urch Times for May 24, 1929, is a review of a 
b\ Prehistoric Man in Genesis, by the Rev.
hcadg \ Gastells, A .K .C. The reviewer actually
btovee Us cr'ticism “  The Adam Story,”  and thus
Grand -[ the outset his superb lack of faith in the 
dofUQ,. Book, and he then spends a column in
that th ^ r- Castells attempts at a new proof
t"ost f re *s something in the Genesis account which
eapi. Us who are not so discerning as the author, 

^c.
Now b •

"hiujj !ere is the Church Times admitting a review 
Eug  ̂ j'I'ght read as if coming from the hand of Brad
en . ."mself, and it is worth while quoting a pass-a?e; 
b'l"Hcb  ̂ae book will be rejected presumably by 

1 Uientalists, because it treats the story (of Adam)legend in a manner impossible to reconcile with aVo c

it ¡aal,-v inspired Divine oracle; to the anthropologist, 
tcc0 a'Ueless, since it sets forth a purely imaginary 
ScstsSr"pti°n of history; to the theologian it sug- 
thejr p' impossible exegesis; while for those who use 
teligj lhi®s for devotional purposes, the poetic and 
lit0rat "s v_ainc of one of the most charming idylls in 
bist lre in great measure destroyed. As quasi- 

k 'lie cosmogony is unthinkable . .

So the “  Adam Story ”  is unthinkable for a pious 
Church Times reviewer, but it is not unthinkable for 
thousands of teachers and children all over the world. 
And until it is admitted in all schools, and by all 
sects of Christianity, that the “  Adam Story ”  is not 
true, such books as Bradlaugh’s Genesis are still 
necessary.

Bradlaugh also discusses, with copious extracts 
from pious defenders on each side, the authenticity 
of the Septuagint and the Samaritan versions. These 
are worth reading even now, as one can learn how 
“  authorities ”  differed on almost every point. The 
truth is, they were guessing or framing excuses, and 
it is really ludicrous to see how a man with “  Rev.” 
before his name imagined he was an authority 
on the Bible. Even the Hebrew word translated 
“  create ”  has caused immense discussions, and what 
it really does mean, no one knows to this day. If it 
means create— that is making something out of noth
ing— it is absolutely unthinkable. Another word 
Bradlaugh analyses exhaustively is “  Elohism.” 
This cognomen of God Almighty has given defenders 
no end of trouble, and particularly monotheists, for 
the word is plural. Still God is just as likely to be 
plural as anything else.

So, quietly, methodically, Bradlaugh went through 
every verse of that first chapter of Genesis, dealing 
exhaustively with each dubious word, and bringing 
forward the views of many great experts.

And as a contrast, he devotes some pages to what 
Science, away from religion, had to say on man’s 
origin. It need hardly be said science and Genesis 
do not agree.

In the second chapter of the Bible we get the other 
name for God, Ieue, or Jehovah in English. This is a 
very sacred word, and was never to be pronounced by 
pious Jews. But no one (except holy Kabbalists) 
knows why. Bradlaugh refers to Hutchinson’s 
Moses’s Sine Principio, and says he has “  four 
curious chapters devoted to Ie, Ieue, Al, and Allim; 
but they are pervaded by so much mysticism that the 
erudition is obscured, though he is most useful as 
putting one on the track of other authors.”  Brad
laugh, in my opinion, never understood the “ mystic” 
side of Genesis; but if there had been no mysticism, 
I fail to see how such a work as the Tobar could 
have been written, or the other speculations of the 
Kabbalists. But that is another side to the Biblical 
question. Thus for over 100 pages, we get the 
opinions of the greatest of Biblical commentators on 
the meanings attached to those early Hebrew words 
in Genesis, and we have not finished with the second 
chapter. This gives some sort of an idea as to what 
painstaking book Bradlaugh lias given us, and the 
rest is written on the same plan— always with his 
own observations oil the critics and the criticism. 
The modern man, with his distractions and amuse
ments, generally gets his knowledge in tabloid form. 
Where previously he read a book and a fat one at 
that, he now thinks he knows just as much after 
reading a half column newspaper article. And in 
any case he simply cannot be made to read the 
enormous times of Biblical criticisms which have 
been written in the past, and which must have had a 
fair share of interested readers. What Bradlaugh 
has done is to give copious extracts from Calien, 
Calmet, Kalisch, Browne, Patrick, Bellamy, Colenso, 
Davidson, Goldziher, Light foot and many more com
mentators, and shown how they tear each other to 
pieces as well as their incapacity to understand 
“  plain ”  scripture. It is all very amusing.

Finally we get his views on the Fall of Man, and 
how it applies to Christianity : —

Chapter iii. (of the Bible) contains the very basis 
of Christianity. It is impossible to reject Christ. It
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must either be taken as literal truth or else the 
entire scheme of redemption must be abandoned. 
If this narrative of the fall is legend, myth, allegory, 
then the whole foundation for the atonement falls 
away.

No Christian can answer that. Talking about the 
beautiful teachings of Jesus is no answer, especially 
if one takes up these teachings, and proves, as can be 
done quite easily, that where they are beautiful they 
are not of Jesus, and where they are of Jesus, they are 
not beautiful. Bradlaugh’s Genesis is therefore vin
dicated. It did necessary work and it stands out as a 
monument of patient industry, careful examination 
and clear and logical comments. It has not the fire 
of Thomas Paine, or the magical writing and sar
donic wit of George William Foote. But it remains 
one of the most valuable and one of the most complete 
commentaries from the Frecthought side of the first 
eleven chapters of Genesis ever penned.

H. C utner

his mental world— the Tolstoyan with his fierce 
siveness would almost, out of compassion for mank1 j 
kill men and burn them at the stake . . . and Gork* 1 
few words epitomizes this phenomenon as follows : * j 
direct observation I saw that the whole structure 
society was almost completely devoid of human sy  ̂
pathy. Life was unfolding itself before me as an e  ̂
less chain of hostility and cruelty, as an unceasing a 
sordid struggle for the possession of worthless objc • 
To me, personally, books were the only necessity, e\cO 
thing else possessed no importance in my eyes.”

Another memorable character who appears in the lifc
. of the writer is one, Michael Antonov Romas. Gorki> 

his bidding, left the baker’s shop and went with him
Krasnovidov, a village some forty-five miles lower doW1

The Wisdom of M axim  Gorki.

“ Reminiscences of M y Youth.”

T his retrospect of the author must have been written 
when he was about the age of forty-five. Although it 
appears to be a labour of love, he is again very severe 
on himself, but one feels that he loses nothing by the 
confession of what are human weaknesses— very fre
quently such recollections from other hands arc pitched 
in a minor key—they are written with self-pity almost 
as a virtue. Witness, for example, the blubberings of 
St. Augustine, the fetid atmosphere of Alfred de Musset, 
who wallows in the extensive boundaries of “  love,”  the 
melancholy of Matthew Arnold— such counsel takes us 
nowhere, when up against the bitter facts of life. They 
are the grand No-sayers to life, and the old man with 
the scythe will tell us all we wish to know of his special 
subject. At this period Gorki has before him copious 
facts that do not fit in with his youthful speculations 
Hardly any human being can truthfully say that the 
world when becoming realized in the developing mind 
is in any great degree in accordance with his youthful 
impressions. This may explain the strong bond of sym 
pathy between the very young and the very old. Be
tween youth and age the arc of life has been completed; 
one may even touch gently the word “ sacred ”  at this 
point, although it has suffered the usual mutilation at 
the hands of the great misleaders.

The translator of the above book records the treatment 
of Gorki received from his relative : “  He was consigned 
to his maternal grandfather, Kashirin, a tyrannical old 
man, who, by the aid of frequent chastisement, taught 
him to read the Psalms and the Breviary.”  So much 
then, for the inborn religious instinct.

Our author had a peculiar gift for finding out, amongst 
his mixed associates, those from whom he could learn. 
Smouri, the cook, and Yakov, the stoker, have faded 
away into the pleasant mists of memory, his grand
mother is dead, and another philosopher and friend 
comes on the scene, Nikita Rubtsov, an old weaver. 
Aristotle and Plato, Master and Slave morality, the 
Will to Povcer, the survival of the fittest, even the play 
of Coriolanus are all contained in Rubtsov’s counsel to 
the young listener : “  The man who walks in front is 
sure to have his forehead kicked, and a forehead is not 
a backside, it takes much longer to heal.” Harsh and 
crude, but if our own wise men said that, they would be 
soon gravelled for matter. Rubtsov had, like his pupil, 
been reading from the book of life itself, and no one can 
say that they have read the last page. From this book 
there is not much to unlearn; it tells no lies, seeks no 
favours, flatters none : but it brings a compensation.
It enables one to live with ones-self— which is different 
from living to ones-self.

A follower of Tolstoy evokes at one time some 
thoughts from Gorki when there was a storm raging in

the Volga from Kazan. This man kept a store, tm 
real object in life was to educate the peasantry, a *. 
otic task, for at one time they responded by putting . 
powder in a log of wood which was innocently tn 
on the fire. This almost blew down the store, anljaSt 
order to render thanks effectively, the peasants at 
succeeded in burning down the house of their teac 
This heroic man, who treated the ignorant as elm cj,er 
once said to Gorki : “ Man is a cruder and poorer *ea. (j 
than books are, but, for all that, knowledge acq}11̂ ,, 
through him makes a deeper impression on the tn>n ‘ 
Romas, had, before the fire, a good stock of good bo 
Buckle, Lyell, Lecky, Lubbock, Taylor, Mill. 
and Darwin, formed part of his library. B °D , (j 
Leviathan, and also Machiavelli’s Prince were ir»c*11 ¡g 
— the latter being classed as a cheerful book. I11 j)0 
chapter a queer fellow comes along, Izot by name, 
loves fishing in the dark on the Volga. As a spcc111̂  
of mixed metaphor, he speaks of his diversion m 
following ecstatic language : “  At night on the jjj5 
it is the kingdom of heaven.”  If, then, this was .. 
heart’s desire, he would not give the celestial estab ^  
ment much trouble. He was murdered in his boat ^
the same peasantry that made a bonfire of the home 
Romas. And, curious as it may seem, the reading 
Gorki in this volume gives the impression that 1' .
simply a passenger, there is the unrest of the 11011 
moving is in the air continually; he leaves the s ^ 
and journeys to Dobrink, where he becomes a mg 
watchman at the station. 0

Again, at this place, he finds characters that are dra'' 
with the strong outline of a Blake. It will be relllC,;lS 
bered that this volume was written when the author ^  
about forty-five; time had slipped away, but hi* 
powerful memory recalls these figures that have c 
before his eyes to disappear for ever. A fellow cra 
man, Kuprin, expresses this experience in a few W° 
in one of his short stories : “  God or Nature— I rca. 
don’t know which—after giving man an almost God'  ̂
intelligence has— at the same time, invented for him 
torturing traps : ignorance of the future and the imP 
sibility of forgetting the past, with the equal imp0--̂  
bility of returning to it.”  This in itself justifies 
last line of the quatrain of Omar Khyyam :—

" Oh, Thou, who Man of baser Earth didst make, 
And ev’n with Paradise devise the Snake :
For all the Sin wherewith the Face of Man

W35
Is blacken’d—Man’s forgiveness give—and take

Some Greek scholar stated that all knowledge 
recollection. This, together, with the rosy views ol ,, 
past, provide the material for Mystics, “ word-jugg‘cr' 
and others, who, because they think a thing is 80’ 
must follow, therefore, that it is so. In reviewing j 
youthful experiences Gorki has added to it the W>nc ^ 
wisdom. The delicate reader may sometimes s*'r)1(1t 
from his descriptions of life as he found i t ; this docs  ̂
alter the fact that the world, meaning men in it, lS. jc5 
the last word in perfection, and this very fact proVI‘ . 
abundant material for men like our author who 'VJ0,,
‘ I have not come into the world to comply with ” •

WlI.f.TAM RF.PTOb’-

If there is a wish for immortality, and no evidc,lC  ̂
why not just say that ? If there is not ground f°J
candid thinker to make up his mind, yea or nay 
not suspend the judgment ?

Montaigne; or, the Sceptic EniC^^"'

h?



30, 40-THE FREETHINKER

Acid Drops.

, f nic authoritieswonder how long it will be >c 0 , . exhibitions
icicle to deal sternly with such HaU. For a
as *-onh place the other day at the aX and women 
public meeting to be broken up, anil , medical
faulted by a number of ill-bred and ror J t h e  
students is a public scandal; and it 1» r. dne if such 
on'v punishment to be meted out 1̂  a s ‘ don it would 
iroceedings occurred in the East Eni o - feW broken 
,e callcd hooliganism, and there " ol1 1 , ,  . c fetters of
Cails as a consequence, while there u ( sscs.”  If 

latest against the ruffianism of 1C charged a
®agistrates were to give each of the oh a falling off 
"outh’s imprisonment there would so that those

displays. Failing that, we "  not  see that 
"■ sp'usible for' holding the meetings ^  what the
ab°ut a do/cn " hefty ” men are engage Caxton
ferities will not do. Men who teli«' ‘ and a little 
^" rowdies did are invariably b u l thejr ardour. 
•n?Slcâ  chastisement would soon Ct - DOrtant to be 
f''c rights of public meetings are too impor 
»'«ken with impunity.

^Catb, ti,C Were no British Empire, says the Earl of 
Race.’ j|cie "'ould be no peace and 110 chance of keeping 
t,T1Pire a i . wbat about the other view, that a large 
t(rir aiUo,U lu£c armaments to defend it excite envy and

8 other nations ? Envy and fear lead to war.

The Christian Bible has much to answer for. Mrs. 
Leonera Eyles says, in a woman’s weekly, that she can 
speak very feelingly about the lot of the child who is 
taught to be ashamed of her body. Mrs. Eyles says she 
was alwrays told, in a very Puritan home, that to try to 
make oneself look nice, or to want pretty clothes, was 
disgraceful. She was not permitted to learn to dance, 
because it was considered foolish and ridiculous in her 
home to do any thing with one’s body at all. This re
pression, says Mrs. Eyles caused her many years of 
misery. Now she thinks that one of the most important 
things to teach children is respect for and pride in their 
bodies, and the natural use of their bodies. They should 
be taught that the human body is a beautiful thing. 
These discoveries of Mrs. Eylcs arc not Christian, but 
pagan revivals. The stupid notions her parents taught 
were derived from Holy Writ, and were accepted by 
Christians during the larger part of the Christian era. 
The world of to-day, especially the younger portion of it, 
may well be thankful that the religion of repression and 
insanitation has lost its hold. The Holy Bible was an 
evil gift from which the world is only just recovering.

The Board of Education has a “  black list ”  of denom
inational schools considered to be unfit for educational 
purposes. Regarding this list, “  The Dominie ”  in the 
Teachers’ World, says that political opponents of the 
new President of the Board may desire to hamper him, 
but such consideration would be wiped out if all parties 
were to bear in mind only the welfare of the children. 
The writer adds :—

At tlie
C°ln,>iitte U'(JUest °f the Leyton Juvenile Organizations’ 
"’°rkers C°’ who have undertaken to find volunteer 
i't°U!i(ls’ an<̂ *° organize games, etc., several play-
Klii . frv __  1 j _ •...... .....1. __ 1.Ilut IT  are to be opened on two evenings each week. 
\’o ,1 1 ,,0t open the playgrounds all day on Sunday s . 
irig ’! ' volunteers for supervision would be forthcom- 
'alinKi ygrounds open on Sundays would be twice as 
k w  u to the children as on a week-day. The police 

rf.U- and so do educationists and parents. Children 
"ill 1. Uced to boredom because parsons think their trade 
\  ( n®fit by it. Boredom may be an excellent train- 
¡Up* ,Heaven, but no intelligent person ever thought

ri'iiig for children on earth.

Tit
la.- * Rev T
() 11 °f \ l °ln ^ 'ison, of Sydney, says that the popu- 
t "c ¡h ; Usttalia is about six and a quarter millions, 
b’atis n",c the people arc Methodists. The Presby- 
(t*-ler e mber about the same, and the two sects to- 
c "rites t '  tbe Boman Catholics. Assuming these 

jj 0 be correct, the majority of Australians are 
c blnirehes. Australia is all the better for it.

s"l'rcly ]" n° Minister says be wants to inaugurate an

L ti,;'V0l>ld be as well not to expect much assistance 
froin the Churches. A survey of the past rc- 

'1W  ,at the Christian sects have done as much as any- 
V i n , «cite ill-feeling and strife between nations. 
"! Chr’;:?.r hundreds of years there has been, 011 millions 

tin tongues, much amiable slop about bro ber- 
!r» Win -^hrist. But it prevented no wars. The new 
N,oCcl have a chance of being inaugurated only it 

°n reason and experience.

Sf»» has destroyed several villages on the nioun- 
S  In default of other explanation, we suggest
."iiw ci hprinitted the destruction for the purpose of ex- 
^  pi0lJ'ristian. pity, and of furnishing an opportunity

new era of European co-operation. If that is

hô C°P̂ e to (lisPlay true-blue Christian charity. 
1 '^hricfV(?Ver* ** might be a gentle sign from Heaven

ls staging a Second Advent.

• l1- .officers of Brighton have been giving “ Safety
>  of " ’ "truction to school-children. Apparently, the 
S e  c re a tio n is ts  in the city is that a little common- 

" l'r*yptrUĈ on is more valuable to children than 
fs °f anxious parents.

With all possible respect for the views of those who 
insist on the importance of definite religious teaching in 
schools, I have never been able to see the merit of 
damaging a child’s health. I should say that a know
ledge of the Catechism is hardly an offset to the risk of 
chronic rheumatism, and that the “ religious atmosphere” 
of which we hear so much needs to be accompanied by 
an invigorating physical atmosphere with a good supply 
of oxygen. It may be heresy to suggest that sanitary 
schools are a primary need in education of every sort.

“  The Dominie ”  had better be careful, or be will be 
suspected of Freetliought leanings. After all, ought the 
churches and chapels to be expected to worry over sani
tary considerations ? Their chief concern in education 
is to get the children thoroughly inoculated with re
ligion. And a further concern nowadays is to try to get 
the generality of ratepayers to pay for it.

John Bull hands out the following "  open letter ’ ’ to 
the Rev. J. Barksby (Primitive Methodist) :—

Rev. Sir,—According to you, "London is a pagan city" 
because people are ceasing to attend church.

People are ceasing to attend church not because they 
are abandoning Christianity, but because they are tired 
of listening to wearisome sermons containing stupid 
generalizations.

If the clergy would preach sense, not drivel, people 
would flock back to the churches.

What, is there any more drivel being preached to-day 
than there was, say, thirty years ago, when the majority 
of the people went to church ?

Prayer is a wonderful thing, and trust in the Lord is 
another. Methodist parsons are never tired of telling 
tlicir followers how often and how gladly the Lord re
sponds to both these things. And they can furnish a 
shoal of witnesses to prove it. They may convince their 
hearers, but, where the future is concerned, the parsons 
prefer to rely on something more materially certain. A 
report of the Methodist Teachers’ Annuitant Society 
states that the total amount of investments is .¿397,587. 
The ordinary income from subscriptions of members, 
marriage premiums, etc., is £11,619. Another branch of 
income includes £20,150 fioin interest and dividends, also 
grants from various sources. There is also an Auxiliary 
Fund, known as the Worn-Out Minister’s Fund, which 
is kindly supplied by Methodist “  mugs ”  at the par
sons’ request. The I.ord may provide for his labourers 
in the Christian vineyard, and a prophet was fed by a 
raven. But Methodist parsons believe in not leaving too 
much to God, in case he forgets.
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Buxton spends Sunday quietly and respectably. We 
have that , on the authority of a pious observer looking 
around for something cheering to say about local chapels. 
He also noted, no doubt with a deep sign of regret, that 
there were lots of young people, with rucksacs on their 
backs passing through the streets. And all day long 
pleasure seeking motorists and cyclists were hurrying 
through the town. This means, of course, that they were 
giving the chapels a very gladsome miss, and doubtlessly 
encouraging chapel clients to “  come and do likewise ”—  
which was not at all a good thing for the parsons’ 
Sunday trading. Anyway, the pleasure-seekers did not 
miss much by staying away from one chapel. The par
son let himself go on “  Love is kind,” a sample of which 
is : “  A revival of simple kindness would be the best 
revival we could have,”  and “ There is no room in this 
world for hard Christians.”  The preacher, we gather, 
was talking out of personal experience with his congre
gation. If he mixed more with the non-religious 
majority, he would know that there is to-day more kind
ness and less brutality than ever there was.

Some lugubrious news was forthcoming for pious sup
porters at the British Missionary .Societies’ Conference, 
at Swanwick. The Rev. W. Baton enlarged on the 
Menace of Secularism. He was amazed, during a recent 
visit to India and the Near lvast, to notice the growth 
in India of irreligion. Among educated men there was 
a growing feeling that religion was of no use in the 
world of to-day. This was the opinion of many men of 
undoubted serious purpose wholeheartedly committed to 
the service of their fellow-men. In South India there 
was a new paper, Revolt, dedicated to “  the abolition of 
Religion and the promotion of Social Reform.” In the 
Near East there was a drifting away from religion; 
science was taking the place of religion; there was a 
development of an outlook upon life utterly divorced 
from religion. Islam was being critically reviewed by 
its own followers, some of whom said it was below what 
their conscience showed them to be right and true. As 
regards China, Chinese thought was moving in the 
direction of finding a body of principles around which 
to gather, and was finding them in the teaching of 
Sun Yat Sen, instead of in Christ.

All this was said, of course, with the object of impress
ing on the pious the. need for more money for Missionary 
Societies. The Christian mind is very odd. The more 
Eastern peoples show they don’t want religion, the more 
the missionaries are determined to push it under the 
Eastern peoples’ noses 1

Mr. Patou was obliged to say a few nice things about 
Secularism. Secularism must not be wholly condemned; 
much in it is good. The spread of fear and superstition 
i ; good. The winning of freedom of thought, and the 
earnest desire for truth is good. The deep concern for 
the amelioration of conditions of life, the vital interest 
in the facts and realities of life—these too are good. 
We congratulate Mr. Paton on being more honestly out
spoken than the general run of missionaries, and thank 
him for his unsolicited testimonial to Secularism. It 
v. ill cheer Freethinkers immensely to know they are en
gaged in doing-such good work.

N *
Now that we have a Labour Government with 8,ood,ooo 

behind it we may be sure that a great number of parsons 
will discover that Jesus Christ would have joined the 
Labour Party were he to be here. Labour leaders may 
he trusted not to contradict them in this, although they 
have to keep an eye on the Roman Catholics, for that 
( h 11 roll is not by any means favourably inclined to 
Socialism. Still, this situation is interesting, and there 
is a grim humour in politicians, and popularly hunting 
parsons making Jesus Christ an appendage to the 
Labour Movement.

Freethinkers arc often asked whether they deny Christ
ianity has ever been productive of good ? Wc commend 
to those who ask the question the following. The other

1 Allia«*
day 300 members of the Four Square Gospe c|,jc| 
had an open-air bath under the ministrations 0 ^ cj(i
dipper, Pastor Jefferies. One of those dippci > ^  j,ad 
man with a long flowing beard, confessed tin . 
waited thirty years for the dip. We arc left "°  ^oS|)Cl 
what would have happened if the Four Square ̂  0|,i 
had never reached these shores? Was the P ^ .i  
gentleman waiting for a bath or for a bapWi'i f̂ll 
Avoidance of a bath was, once upon a time a " e 
indication of a genuinely saintly character.

• i Sufl^
The Black Country clergy are in arms again® ey 

boxing. The Rev. Ambrose Allcock, of Darlas ’ ^  
plains that the movement is not against  ̂
against these boxing contests being held “ at ên 
time as our morning services.”  If the clergy * ¡ire 
as concerned about the conditions of labour as  ̂^  
about boxing contest attracting people from 
world might have been the better for I5
cycle, then the motor, then the cinema, now box 0[ 
there anything against which the “  glorious g ^ ¡5 .  

Jesus ”  is able to stand ? It does not look like .j0ii 
Withdraw the policeman, and the policy of supP 
and the gospel soon topples over.

Other preachers have also been protesting- c0ntest 
Leteux, Roman Catholic, says there is a boxing jjjS 
held within forty yards of his chapel. Probably ^  
noted signs of eagerness on the part of his 
to get away to the boxing, instead of being eI ‘ „y, 
by his sermon. Adjutant Sach, of the Salvatio® 
says, “  I am against it, others should be made l3n 
it at once.” The impertinence of the latter gc' j orc it 
is worth noting. “  I do not agree with it, tl>cr ĝli 
should not be permitted.”  Give these people c 
power, and life would hardly be worth the living-

*a<W!Some parsons are getting quite rational ll0' , 0fef' 
Here is the Dean of LladafI telling a St. Asaph 
ence th a t:—  ̂^

Mystery is a thing which, so far as possible, s*1<’ . liJ'* 
done away with. A large proportion of tlie C‘e y 
got to be very mysterious, and a delicious th« . ol 
down their backs when they talked about the m>i? t 0! 
the Church Sacraments and the Trinity like 3 
Fiji Islanders. ( -̂jy

Hear ! Hear! But fancy a religion without mysteD ' 
it would not last a year. And just when the clergj thc 
coming back to the position that a certain path .eI)cC

and reserved for religion. It is not often we
selves ’in whole-souled agreement with a Dean, h" 
the case now— particularly the comparison of tlm fir 
with the Fiji Islanders— even at the risk of offend'^ j; 
Fiji Islanders. And that raises the question, ‘ * tF 
anyone to believe in Christianity without sinking o))e?. 
level of the Fiji Islanders? We mean the orig,1,a^  jiir 
for we believe the present-day ones are very nb1 
proved, and it is likely they wink the other e3c u. 
the Christian medicine-man spins his yarns to t

, , a gooi
One may say what one will, but Catholicism lS cjjCi 11 

summer religion. It is pleasant to lie on the bem.))5 i;l 
these old cathedrals, one prays and dreams and s ^¡,t 
thought, to enjoy there a queer devotion, a p'011’’ tpc'r 
far niente; the Madonnas bend so forgivingly 
niches, their womanly nature forgives even the c°’ ()Vcf 
of the divine features in sinful reveries; and for tn fi1’ 
flow of conscience there stands in every corn

:s sins cai
Heine, “  Travel Skcl^ 1

in every
necessary brown box, whereby ones sins can be soF£i;;

How the good God must laugh in heaven 'v p0tl'' 
hears Wellington, the little Corporal, the Pope> 
child, and a whole chorus of kniglitlings, stockjj^ t)i- 
pastors, and Turks praying at the same time 
safety of the Crescent!-—Heine "Travel Sket^iei‘
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National Secular Society

Tim Funds of the National Secular Society arc 
kgally controlled by Trust Deed, and those do ^  
to benefit the Society by gift or bequest ' iyed 
with complete confidence that any money 
will be properly administered and expcn e

The following form of bequest is ._
anyone who desires to benefit the Society y

1 hereby give and bequeath (Here  ̂ tffie
lars ot legacy), free of all death dutien, to tne
Trustees of the National Secular S o cm yJ ^  ^
any of the purposes of the Trus _ , . tw0
Society, and I direct that a receip 0 be J  good 
of the trustees of the said Society . • 
discharge to my executors for the sau „

. Any information concerning the Trust Deed and 
hs administration may be had on applma ion.

T O  C O R R E S P O N D E N T S .

Sugar Plums.

We are constantly receiving letters asking us for in
formation connected with the subject of Materialism, and 
by writers who have evidently not troubled to get a copy 
of our Materialism Restated. We would not mind 
answering them at length, or even send them a free copy 
of the book, in which they would in nearly every case 
find the answers to their questions. But funds will not 
permit the one method, and time forbids the other. We 
lead a busy life, and we suggest that it is hardly fair to 
expect us to sit down and write lengthy disquisitions 
for private use, when we have already stated the answers 
in a book that can be bought for lialf-a-crown. The mail 
who reads the book and wants some particular point 
elucidating is 011 quite a different footing.

We take this opportunity of saying that we have been 
more pleased with the reception given to Materialism 
Restated, than with anything we have yet done. It was 
evidently a book that was wanted, and the way in which 
it has been received by Freethinker readers is a testi
mony to their quality. If there is a journal in the 
country with readers of a better quality than we have, 
we have yet to make its acquaintance.

T11
"  ^ UliSCRIBER8 W H O  RECEIVE THEIR COPY OF THE

R*M H INKKR .. IN A GREEN WRAPPER w i l l  pl e a se
TAKjJ jy
^  *«AT A RENEWAL OF THEIR SUBSCRIPTION IS DUE.
IIIEY

w ii ,l  a lso  o b l ig e , i f  t h e y  d o  n o t  w a n t  u s  t o

• UE SENDING THE PAPER, BY NOTIFYING US TO THAT 
tFPECT

Cl,1 ***» (Freemantie).—The story of the recantation of 
‘f'»(dT ' !ra<bauSh f-s °ne °f the stock religious lies. His
ac • *'er’ ^ rs- Bradlaugh Bonner, kept and published an 

c"rate account of his last moments.

I ci. 1 'tSEU.—We note your appreciation of the Four 
prtj cs- We agree that it is advisable to give exact 
j!ot tehees for statements made, but in a lecture this is 
Fail ,'Vays necessary. The quotation from the Roman 

lc Publications came from, as was stated, A Sight oj 
pen’ fublished by Duffy Co. Leckv, History of Euro- 
I'h-i'1 Morals, will give you plenty of illustrations of the 

''Res brought against Christians

 ̂ • -loss—-Thanks. Will appear in an early issue.

rclu r'eet,i" l,:cr"  ls suPPtied to the trade on sale or 
rrt, A,,y difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

n  Nr,ed to this office.
s j y i a r  Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farrlngdon 

et< London, E.C.4.
Llie Rali

lb;,
g, — tonal Secular Society’s office it at 62 Farringdon 

Cct• London, E.C.4.

0r<]c

lc,t the
'«  VI

cations should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 
■ Rosctti, giving as long notice as possible.
1°r literature should be sent to the Business Manager

hex' ~ servtccs °f the National Secular Society in con- 
,„ „ 7  'with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-

°f the 
a

dll

„ . Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
d n°f to the Editor.

" ... leflties and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
Llcr]C t̂onecr Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,

-cct„re
tcnrvcll Branch.’

1? „ ” notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
ins*?,' ?>y the first post on Tuesday, or they will not beParted,

friendby as rvho send us newspapers would enhance the favour
all ,narliing the passages to which they wish 11s to call 

le,Ition.
-ette
addrrs for the Editor of the "Freethinker" should be

n ,
essed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

li.
0n‘,in8 office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) : —

freethinker" will be forwarded direct from the pub-
-U1.1 year, 15/-; half year, 7/6; three mouths, 3/9.

Many of our readers will regret to learn that for the 
present, at least, The Controversialist will cease to ap
pear. Difficulties have, we understand, arisen with the, 
proprietor of the magazine, and it is in a state of sus
pended animation. This is a great pity, as we under
stand the journal was quite a success, and paid its way 
from the outset. Whether it will be revived, or another 
journal on the same lines started, remains to he seen. 
But it is a pity that the only magazine which actually 
did give both sides of the ease is no longer in existence.

The Chicago University Rationalist .Society has elected 
Mr. George Bedborough as its President for the ensuing 
year.

Mount Pleasant is a Post Office building through 
which London’s parcels pass. A paper recalls the fact 
that, where it stands was once the site of Coldbath 
Fields rrison. This had so evil a reputation that 
Coleridge depicted the Devil visiting it : —

He smiled well pleased 
Lor it gave him a hint,
Por improving his prisons in Hell.

This serves to remind one that the prisons of that day 
were what they were because Christians believed 
“ sinners ”  should be vindictively punished with a fore
taste of Hell. Our present-day prisons have improved • 
only since prison authorities and public opinion have be
come less Christian and more humane. Let us not for
get it.

TRAGEDY.
It has been said that tragedy purifies the affections by 

terror and pity. That is, it substitutes imaginary 
sympathy for mere selfishness. It gives us a high and 
permanent interest, beyond ourselves, in humanity as 
such. It raises the great, the remote, and the possible 
to an equality with the real, the little, and the near. 
It makes man a partaker with his kind. It subdues 
and softens the stubbornness of his will. It teaches 
him that there are and have been others like himself, 
by showing him as in a glass what they have felt, 
thought, and done. It opens the chambers of the 
human heart. It leaves nothing indifferent to us that 
can affect our common nature. It excites our sensi
bility by exhibiting the passions wound up to the ut
most pitch by the power of imagination or the tempta
tion of circumstances; and corrects their fatal excesses 
in ourselves by pointing to the greater extent of suffer
ings and of crimes to which they have led others. 
Tragedy creates a balance of the affections. It makes 
us thoughtful spectators in the lists of life. It is the 
refiner of the species; a discipline of humanity.

William Haztitt.
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The Second Apparition of 
Mrs. Veal.

W hen Monsieur Drelincourt’s Book of Death, after 
being abroad a good while, came again to the printers, 
Mr. Defoe made a preface for it, wherein he tells hovV 
a young lady of Dover, Mrs. Veal by name, appeared 
shortly upon her decease to a friend of hers, one, Mrs. 
Bargrave, of Canterbury. It was at noon on Friday, 
the 7th of September, in the year 1705, that Mrs. 
Veal, having a few hours before “  received the sacra
ment,”  departed this life; and it was at noon on the 
following day that she came to the house of Mrs. 
Bargrave. This lady hearing a knock, and being 
then by herself, opened the door, and upon seeing 
Mrs. Veal she felt much joy, and some little surprise, 
because although they were familiar with each other 
from a very tender age, and had always nourished a 
mutual kindness and esteem, yet, nevertheless, for a 
year or mere there had been a breach of intercourse 
between them by reason of circumstances nowise 
affecting their amity. Mrs. Veal who was known to 
have been unwell for some time, but who now looked 
in very good health, wore “  a riding habit,”  which, 
however, it seems was only a garment to cover her 
dress, for we hear that as the ladies were sitting to
gether, Mrs. Bargrave, to divert Mrs. Veal, “  took 
hold of her gown sleeve several times, and com
mended it [whereupon] Mrs. Veal told her it was 
scoured silk, and newly made-up besides which, 
two days later, Mrs. Watson, wife of Captain Watson, 
cousin of Mrs. Veal, having heard from Mrs. Bar
grave how Mrs. Veal had been to see her, “  and what 
gown she had on, and how striped,”  exclaimed at 
once, ‘ ‘you have seen her indeed, for none knew, but 
Mrs. Veal and myself, that the gown was scoured.” 
At that time people rode less for pleasure, and more 
from necessity than they do now, and many rode 
then who would never think of riding now if they 
were here. Thus it is very likely that in those days, 
ladies would mount the saddle in other habitmento 
than they do in ours, which is quite enough to vindi
cate on this point the consistency of the account given 
by Mrs. Bargrave to Mr. Defoe. It seems that Mrs. 
Veal had several reasons for thus calling upon her 
friend, but of these, the chief one was a desire to extol 
Monsieur Drclincourt’s Book of Death, the sale of 
which became very favourably affected by her re
markable testimony. There is no need to say more 

*of this, the first apparition of Mrs. Veal, because, as 
we have observed, Mr. Defoe, whom all acknowledge 
to have been a man of uncommon parts and a great 
master of language, has set it forth at much length, 
after .having inquired into it very closely. For what 
concerns the lady’s second apparition, it falls no way 
behind her first in the matter of evidence, and would 
have made as much noise as that did had it been pub
lished by the same pen; but it was hushed up very 
soon, and has only of late been discovered. The story 
of it was written about the time, yet never put into 
print, and the writer wanted both the wit, and the 
fame, of Mr. Defoe, though he came up to him in 
vivacity’, which after all is the thing most to be 
desired. How he was acquainted with the affair we 
know not, but he relates it very authentically with 
other matters in his treatise, Of the Mysteries of the 
Invincible World. This is a work meanly done in 
Latin, and without any man’s name to it; but a very 
ingenious and honourable gentleman, Mr. Peter Hinde- 
marshe, the antiquary, who found it among some old 
documents at his Hall in the County of Suffolk, has 
made out that it was one of a great bundle of sermons 
and ether papers, which a Mr. Tuckwell, who held 
the incumbency of the parish over a hundred and

ninety years ago, gave in payment unto tlm cĉ  
of an ale-house, in whose debt he stood, having 
his savings in the business called the Soulu 
Bubble. Moreover, the said Mr. Hindcmars c, 
comparing the manuscript with the entries ma(C . 
Parson Tuckwell, in the Register of the Parish, 0 
them both to be in the same hand; whence he c 
eludes that Mr. Tuckwell wrote the former, aS 
certainly did the latter. This is enough to settc ^ e 
doubts, so we may proceed to the narrative. On 
7th of September, 1710, Mrs. Veal kept the nft 
turn of the day of her death with much edification» ^  
the company of certain of her present estate;  ̂an 
the next day she was affected with a mighty uesire ^ 
see this or the other of her friends who were sti 
the flesh. At last she was fain to visit one of t e ^ 
and made choice of Mrs. Watson, her cousin, Cap 3 
Watson’s wife. The twinkling of an eye was ^  
enough for the journey before her, yet she could 
bring herself to set out upon it, being under a dou^ 
as to wherewithal she should be clad. Let not 
reader injuriously suppose that the warmth of ^  
abode was too great for the wearing of garments, 
that she had nothing to appear in. Far, otherwise- 
She was in possession of all the good things-which ar̂  
known to attend virtue after death as a full and in’ 
failing recompense for the privations it has to end  ̂
in life. In that happy clime the ardour of the sun 
ever tempered by gentle zephers; and the ladies ha 
such a number of suits/ that they never incur  ̂
danger of being mortified by having to put 0,1 
"  secured ”  gown. This superabundance, and n 
any straightness of circumstances, was the thing 
set Mrs. Veal in doubt as to how she should 
clothed. For having a great deal of very fine appar^’ 
she felt much uncertainty about what would be * c 
most becoming to take upon the present occasion- 
The point is one that never leaves the sex indifferen , 
but it was of peculiar importance to Mrs. Veal, hc 
cause, having been a little below Mrs. Watson in cir 
cumstances, and greatly under her lead in the m^tef 
of fashion, she was much afraid of giving her pain ^  
appearing in any garment which might make it seen' 
that she had had some loss of fortune or of taste sinfC 
they were parted. What then should she wear? The 
ladies whom she was at present acquainted with, afC 
known to have no liking for colours; but they have 3 
foible for white, and often array themselves in 
when coming to pay visits upon the earth. This use> 
however, Mrs. Veal disapproved of, not as esteemif# 
that at five and thirty she was beyond the age for the 
putting on of white; but because she held that fre' 
queney had made it vulgar, and that were it nevef 
so uncommon, a person of breeding would find 
much too pretentious as well as too striking for any 
such purpose as that in question There being n0VV 
but grey and black to choose from, she resolved up011 
black, thinking it the more genteel, and the less aP* 
to betray her years. The next point had to do with 
the stuff, a matter of no less delicacy and importance 
than the one already decided upon. As we have said, 
she desired to spare Mrs. Watson the pain of snpp°v  
ing her to have declined in condition or in elegance 
during their separation; but, besides this she wished 
to save herself the displeasure of seeing her character 
unfavourably judged by her friends, owing to a lack 
of prudence on her own part. In particular, sh® 
feared the doing of anything that might hurt the repH' 
tation that she got by her testimony to Monsieur Drc- 
lincourt’s Book of Death; and inasmuch as she knc'v

* In Mr. Defoe’s time the word 11 suit ” was used 
female attire. Ilis dear Mrs. Flanders visits her attorn«!' 
" in a new suit of second mourning and she receives “ 0 
suit of black silk clothes ” from a mercer os part of an '•>' 
deninity settled by arrangement.
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I
rn snread abroadvery well how many wrong notions K^ctning to 

'n die sensible world about the cone uc  ̂0f  avoid- 
thosc who left it, she made a firm reSO v 0f  having 
ing whatever might give her the appoar -t;es With 
squired a fondness for pomps an '  • ^er ward- 
'hese thoughts she began to search t «  ts> 5he
r°be. As death is unknown w  woUld have 
Possessed no mourning, which m cec occasion. 
5 n ridiculous for her to put on on drcUTnStances 
ihe considerations aforesaid, ana y  no less
"iat the visit to be paid was one o ce .. n̂_ that 
"ian of friendship, moved her to ta -c _ -ty and

Berness. For this cloth would be too cQuld 
Mdes having worn silk at Mrs. Bargrai , ^  0ther 
*ot wear cloth at Mrs. Watson s. ^  o{ aU
hand> though she had many silken g  ̂ q{ satin, 
%ns> some flowered, some corĉ f ’ re c f such 
S°mc °f velvet, yet the most of ^  tkemed un- 
K°°dhness, that they might perchaiK Mr.
1 ior a lady who had so warm y p0;nt of

^hncourfs Book of Death, when at 
caving the only world in which 'cr • s^e de-
*?. indulge the weakness of display - kittle in-

c"icd her bravest attire, though " i  ,<rS_ Batson 
‘lU'etude at the thought of the plcasu  ̂ turned
m'ut lose by not seeing her in any o none of

^CT S°wns of taffetas, but would h^ hav
i n g  as thinking they bespoke i y- it> and
"g found something to her mind, st The
charted, after gazing niuch uV'Oir then in y,cr 

¿ ry next moment Mrs. Watson, wnjR DeUn- 
^doir, and having the treatise J* the

!rt m her hand, heard a crispís- .« c ome
i ^ casc. and anon a taping at ^ rs Veal,
¿  f d  she, and straightway entere ^  ̂  
w  had on a great hoop, an 
C&tercd Silk with a rare devire and tnnuns: with a rare device and most chaste reflee-- . --- --  *>uw uev u.e «ilia V_ 11 1 tiitV*
getiteei " Ca habit gave her much elegance of the 
Pens;, Rort’ tempered very' finely byr dignity and a 
s0n ,, Kface, “  T ->a1- o ,1.,.. >> ~2~.i nT.i
is

Lack a day, child,”  cried Mrs. Wat- 
Hot halfGnCC ^3St ^10U t'ly SU't’ n” nc ôr Sundays,so good.”

C. C layton Dove .

*
Ollalization in the Scottish Churches

g y v , - r ^ .~
•he o, . ,as been described as n erinie created only b; 

l's themselves, in their own conflicts. 
lty bunts or prosecution before the Church Court 

He tw,:. °ne time common in Presbyterian Scotland

, h r cs
; ere if
Th at
dcta,F°inti

'e Clir,-!!as becn deseri 
Heresy* • a'ls thcmselvc

at 
loin
1 Us
T,I J j Q  , -  -------------  f i -----— ---------- J  — -w»»w w v *f

opening of this century there have been fe\*

.„in involved were usually trivial, and need no 
^"hiry S' hut during the latter half of the ninetcentl
s'U(-p ibe numhpr ,-,f fríoltí rrf<Jííiiolhrnumber of trials gradually decreased, an

uny.  ̂ oi mis century mere nave Deen lew
'riau ,.] 1C reason probably is that although Presby' U r t .  ,  e r K V m n „  C l r r t l  O i l  A V i C f » 1 o f  A  a !  . ' i t .  „Hitter j le.rgyman sign an obsolete confession of faith,

"f be , tu<lc by way of definition is allowed by mean 
% r f laratory ActS) especially in the group of Fre 
ciation C* hnown as the United Free Church, that denur 
Iortuer 1S difficult, and might easily recoil on the it

Tjj
i.r.e ’s> However, one notable exception, even to-day 

,rHes >iC,e -̂burcli of Scotland, commonly called the
«W  - .........................itih, tb°lĉ-S hy tbe old doctrine, and asserts, rightly, 

any 's possible for an Infidel to become minist«an'’ "81 it is possible - ......... »»» |* W" “ : ‘“ ‘“ ‘f ”
HI Coy Scottish I’resbyterian Church—always exccptinj

' T s°. the Kirk of the Wee Frees. Taking -Infidel
As rait°r,”  the Wee Free is right.

dinti 3n ^lustration of the changed attitude, let me r( 
Hf ¿ y o u  that onlt, ........... —

tfuia b —  umcnr tnat a day of fasting and prayi 
"hu r ' ordered; in order to stop the cholera epideni 

Sl"g- The Prime Minister snubbed them, muc

to tlieir indignation. The story as it is told in the 
pages of Buckle’s History', is scarcely credible, yet it is 
true.

Six years later came The Origin of Species, and we 
seem to hear the echoes of the controversy even yet. 
Four years later still— in 1863—came Lyell’s Antiquity 
0j Man, to push home the argument. A few years more 
and the exigencies of party politics brought about com
pulsory' education. Much may be said of the deficiencies 
of Board School Education, but this may be said in its 
favour, that the knowledge which was in former days 
directly' accessible to the few, is now open to the multi
tude. Except in a few eases we no longer get sermons 
on the Virgin Birth, the Fall or Atonement. To put it 
frankly, the clergy know that the people don’t accept 
these stories now, and they act accordingly. The 
“  Popular ”  subjects now are Swedenborg’s Idea of 
Beauty, or The Religion of Lorna Doonc, and such like.

A never-failing subject, and one which deserves our 
attention for a moment is Sabbath Observance. What 
did Our Lord mean when He said, “  The Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath?” And while 
I am writing comes the latest answers in the form of the 
Annual Reports of the three Presbyterian Churches, the 
Established, the United Free and the Wee Free. The 
last-named may be dismissed at once. The fourth com
mandment says such and such, and there is nothing else 
to be said there is no room or need for compromise. On 
the other hand, a joint committee of the other churches 
states that “  the old Scottish Sabbath cannot be re
stored.” No rules for the right observance can be laid 
down. The problem is "  to indicate a ■ way of observing 
the Sunday which would be in harmony with New Testa
ment teaching, and in keeping with the needs of modern 
life. And the only solution given is the need to retain 
the old reverence and the newer freedom. In other 
words so soon as you admit the New Testament teaching 
and the modern life in the same sentence “  harmony ” 
ceases to be possible. Meantime, the poor clergyman 
will go on reviewing the Girl Guides as chaplain to the 
(rifle-less) Boys’ Brigade, and all the while the people 
are passing away from the Churches and those who are 
left are, in the main, apathetic.

On that side the Secularist has nothing to fear.
Of late years there has becn a movement for the Union 

of Scottish Presbyterian Churches, and the culmination 
will take place in October next with the Union of the 
biggest pair. Once again we have to dismiss the Wee 
Frees. Numerically few they know themselves to be— 
but they have the only True Gospel. They will defend 
Scotland against the infidel clergy being taught in the 
Colleges of the other Churches. But unite? Never!

The movement is said to have made rapid strides in 
recent years, but like some others, seems to be largely a 
newspaper and not a popular movement. One hears of 
and knows of meetings where not 1 per cent of the mem
bers were present, and of unanimous votes where no 
amendment was permitted. What will happen when the 
Church tries to dispossess the dissenting congregations 
remains to be seen. Meantime the sjiceehcs and reports 
of some of the leaders read like the prospectus of a new 
combine with all the talk about closing and disposing of 
redundant churches, combining congregations and unit
ing parishes. Yet even the flapper passes by, and where 
she goes the other half of youth usually follows. These 
reports are none the less worthy of our attention. We 
hear of the millions to be paid to the Pope by the Italian 
Government, but what of the millions nearer home? The 
Church of Scotland (Property and Endowment) Act was 
passed in 1925, and covers the changes necessary to the 
acquirement of a great deal of property of which they 
were formerly only the users and under strict super
vision. The transfer of all these manses, churches and 
other properties is not yet completed, but the heritors, 
in addition to putting the buildings into proper repair, 
have already paid over nearly half a million pounds. 
And the committee goes 011 to say, “ It must also be 
kept in view that the value of the properties now acquired 
by the Church probably exceeded in amount the sum of 
¿ jo,ooo.ooo sterling—exclusive of the sums so received 
from the heritors.”  (They don’t say The Sou of Man 
hath nowhere to lay liis head).



On that side is there anything to fear? I think not. 
Leading Divines have by means of addresses, newspaper 
articles, etc., etc., try to lead movements for the control 
of Catholic immigration from Ireland. But so many of 
their statements were so obviously untrue that serious 
people paid no attention. Recently there was an attempt 
to stop irregular marriages. But the public know that 
the marriages referred to are in every way legal, children 
are legitimate property passes just the same as in the 
case of so-called “ regular ”  marriages. That also failed 
as did the attempt to get the railwaymen to strike 
against Sunday trains. The latest example of Ecclesias
tical impertinence and humour was also hopeless from 
the start. That was the attempt to alter the date of the 
General Election in Scotland to suit the annual meetings 
of the .Scottish Churches! Hard things were said about 
Mr. Baldwin and his lack of foresight of this date clash
in g !

But one of the hindrances to activity in all sorts of 
Societies is the apathy of the average member. And if 
the Churches got rid of this handicap, they have a splen
did weapon to fight anti-religious movements with. Can 
they ? We will have to wait and see.

No man ever sees a Religion die, but those of us now 
living are witnessing the desperate efforts of the 
Churches to keep alive. E.H.

The Making of a Sceptic.

W hen I was a child my parents discovered that distant 
objects, which were visible to them, were beyond my 
range of vision. Since then I have worn spectacles, and 
now I am accustomed to the larger world which they 
have opened to me. But sometimes I have dreamed that 
I have been obliged to return to the older, narrower 
world, wherein the elm-trees at the end of the garden do 
not exist. The birds pass over me unobserved. Yet it 
is a worse dream to imagine that I have never seen the 
trees and the birds; that I am not accpiainted with their 
form and movement; that I shall never see what other 
men delight to watch.

In the world of thought it is thus. From time to time, 
through a fog of ready-made ideas, man obtains a 
glimpse of the truth. A momentary glimpse, and then lie 
plunges into everlasting darkness. But more terrible is 
the fate of those who only suspect that somewhere, be
yond the narrow prison of their mind, there is a bound
less land of light.

To-day the doctor has told me that my eyesight cannot 
be saved. It is leaving me slowly, as the light of the 
sun passes from mountain peaks. It departs as reluct
antly as the sunlight, unwilling to go, unable to remain. 
It gives me a last caress, reveals to me a cherry orchard, 
white with bloom. But to-morrow it will have aban
doned me for ever. So I must gather the harvest of my 
twenty years, the harvest of the things that I have seen. 
I shall gather them into the garner of my mind, and 
there I shall store them for the long days that arc to 
come. I shall preserve them carefully, as a widow col
lects every memory and relic of the husband whom she 
has lost.

Already the world is dim. I see it through a frosted 
window. There are no sharp lines only vague masses 
of colour and light and shade. Soon, amidst an eternal 
darkness, I shall try to reconstruct the things I have 
seen—snow-clad mountains; the smile on the face of a 
boy; sunlight in the clearing of a bccch-wood; the pure 
colours of water, seen from the side of a boat; soft 
clouds, tinged with gold; a Scottish loch at sunset; an 
Oxford garden; the greens and blue of Corot . . . Then, 
as the image of a dead friend gradually becomes dim in 
our memory, so will these shapes and colours fade within 
me. Until, with the passing of the years, I shall even 
doubt the possibility of their existence.

G e o r g e  P e n d l e .

Deeply moved such times with sorrow,
I recalled the words of Schiller :
“  What in song shall live for ever 
Must have perished first in Life.”

Heine, "  Ata Troll.“

Christianity in Aberdeen.

The Aberdeen United Free Church ministers, * on 
sumecl their campaign, for a gayer Sunday cvcnn 
the market place. ... of

The opening star was the Rev. Alexander hr3S jUb- 
Gerrard Street, who was advertised to speak on lC 
ject : “  Is there a God?” , n0y

Fraser tackled his subject by telling some 
stories about ministers; stories surprisingly 3nd e ^on;l| 
irrelevant to his subject; stories of the c°Wfir f̂’a|-̂ ceIi 
social meeting type; finishing his whole address m 
minutes. Fifteen minutes to tackle a subject, on  ̂
whole libraries have been written ! What a brain • #

Fraser, like all philosophers of his type, propoU^ff5 
false theory as to the nature of things, and then ^  
that wicked actions, are those which show 1 '3 
theory is false. . alid

There was only one question asked, by an earn ]̂e 
anxious inquirer— a Mr. Heaton— and then ensu 
following dialogue :—

Mr. Fraser : Do you go to a Church ?
Mr. Heaton : Yes.
Mr. Fraser : Which Church ?
Mr. Heaton : Greenfields.
Mr. Fraser : Then go and ask Dr. Greenfield3» 

answer to that question. . en-
The meeting then broke u p , there was nuic^.^ 

thusiasm amongst the pious; atheists, infidels, agn ^ 
and rationalists, slunk off, utterly routed. R°u . 
balderdash; by the surmisers; the probable wasters» ^  
must have beeners; the conjecturers; the supp030*' u5e 
inferiors; and the large army of gentlemen wn 
their heads for a hat rack,.and not for thinking- 

On the succeeding Sunday, the Rev. John R3’’ , ¡5
W h a t  Gowas billed to appear; his subject being 

Like.”
Being curious to come into contact with man» irli®

like,had met a God, and could describe what he was -  ^  
went down to the Castlegate. I am sorry to say, 
no wiser, than I was before. cCjit

The Rev. John Rankine— who has a face and 0[ 
like Harry Lauder— treated the subject, on the 1* t|]C 
broad burlesque. He had three answers, to all m j 
most trivial questions : (1) I don’t know. (2) 
don’t know. (3) Frankly I don’t know. When, t°' s. 
the close, he said: “ That is the most interesting 0„t 
tion I have been asked,”  a man in the crowd calm 
'That will be ane that ye ken.” ,0gy
Mr. Rankine made the statement that through the 

a man could never know God.
Think of i t ! Several hundreds per year, a n d  3

f,ce

“ rcauy
house, for talking on a subject, about which one 
and frankly”  doesn’t know ! njrig

Why try» sheep farming in Australia or ca 0r 
mutton in New Zealand; or wheat growing in Can3 ‘ 
prospecting for gold in the Yukon; when a tnin^ 
this, lies waiting for exploitation in Aberdecnshuc ^

You may take it that those arc beautiful and gca g]l. 
effects of sublimity which please always, and plc3'sl' 
For when men of different habits, lives, ambitions, , 
all take one and the same view about the same wfl . î- 
the verdict and pronouncement of such dissi*nilar. gily- 
viduals give a powerful assurance, beyond all gal° 
ing, in favour of that which they admire.

Longinus, “ A Treatise Concerning Subli>"' 1

Wherever the disbelief in the supernatural has • ll0t 
from u priori considerations, and expressed it3C ’ »ec3 
with allegations of conscious fraud against the dc' ¡p

■ " y j  . <
rac .
• tl"iarc impossible, and nature an unchanging whole > 0[ 

disbelief, whether insinuating itself into the defu j£~ 
Christianity, or marking the attack on it, has bee11 -,„1 
production of Spinoza.— Dr. A. S. Farrar, " A  t•, ,̂1 
History of Frccthoughl in Reference to the Chi'- 
Religion.“

of religion, nor with attempts to explain it a".iAc]t.'- 
increly mental realism, but with assertions that tn' p̂i?
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Correspondence.

To the Editor of the “  T reetuinrf. ^

^R,-I hope Mr. L. Corinna will be ^ J ^ g h t  in
more translations ot articles concerning , \\;ork in
olhcr countries. Such articles as I rop i  ^ 0[ new
Russia, are suggestive of new met w  s, ̂  ^ ^ranches
a"gles ot approach to old problems, n  •> ■ • Move-
"°uld read the articles from this viewi ^
'Rent might perhaps accelerate its Pr08 ^ :’ ‘’‘ ;̂ rc there

' much enjoyed The Mistakes 0/ • 1 ,pc same
"et other religious attacks on Science wluc
'niter could tackle in a similar way • . , Sight,

Hie more 1 look at the picture of depicts the
ü,fc wore I think how happily the « “ ‘P“  f men’s
result of the Christian Church’s co n q u estj
minds. The distortion of the f i g u r e s  show. p  Stion,

Sir,.
Religion and science.

tion in °ub' y°u kindly accept the following correc- 
'<ml Paper published in your journal last week,
"before C<̂ " "' be Mistakes of Science” ? In place of 
otiougii CXP°UUtling the several points of criticism (few 
'Icfinit ' -°u w' b 1JC pleased to hear, and sufficiently 
heintc , W  themsel ves to argument), whether or not 
c\»er s :1<wl '°  Re so, lie succeeds in assuming that what- 
ligion L1' es '°  discredit Science serves to uphold Re- 
light •i ' ^ 'ewing Mr. Gould’s article, then ill this 
type’.,. Possesses the two features proper to its 
points Jeat  ̂ : “  Before expounding the several
please , crRicism (few enough, you will be 
¡ S  to a Rear, and sufficiently definite to lend them- 
of the f ' a Rtsc exposition), let us make a mental note 
"'’tended0' t'lat Gould’s argument, whether or not lie 
Cr°(lit i 11 *° ‘t° so> succeeds in throwing a general dis- 
t° diser b,°.U Science as a whole, and that whatever serves 
'"K ‘̂ e’ence serves to uphold Religion . . . View-
a Telio-V ’0,d<Es article then, as we must, in the light of 
'he T, Us attack upon .Science, we find that it possesses 
t’Uiity °.Matures to its ty p e :” May I take this oppor- 
toxt h ° acknowledging that the above errors in the 
Afreet' 1e resulted from my failure to send you the 
'he f.yy Proofs; which default, in its turn, is due to 
Pr0p 'Rat, despite my precautions to guard against 
Gn1(l j ’lc'a of all kinds, my son, aged two, somehow 
3ticii . Possession of these proofs on their arrival, 
'he,,’, Vlc’ently forming his own opinion of them, tore 

P and deposited the remnants in the coal-scuttle.I Wiiel,"aVorc-> regret that this act of filial disrespect should 
. lilted in the necessity of an amendment so long- 

C. H. Ross Carmichael.
'vi"iled.

Society News.

' 11|7 C
<listr; ‘!st Week’s campaign of Mr. Whitehead held in the 

B°fton during the present season proved the 
Te ^ e s s f u l  series of the year. The liolton meetings 
alwa,.C ' . 011 the Town Hall steps, for which there is 
The ,S. u" eilse competition among would be speakers. 

s"al attempts were made by religious bigots of
iie

vari0.
utili ’ ’ de"ominations to prevent Mr. Whitehead from 
h°lirs j* ' be pitch, but by dint of arriving a couple of 
speal. . >ef°re the advertised time on each occasion, our 
aii(| ,(0r managed to obtain seven meetings in' Bolton, 
Rol'0]1 ex'ra Sunday evening meeting at Wigan.. The 
Uie,u meetings generated much interest and excite-
un̂ OVoishon :,s people were on the spot, and on each occa-
PÎ, * »VllPli . 1 , • • ........... A 1

Before the time announced for the lectures

Ritç s'vRen rival meetings were in progress on the oppo-■ w Sfj ” '-‘ w l" “f.‘ -—’  ........- “ r r “ -
«asiiy 0 Glc Town Ilall steps, the Secularist platform 
V‘]jtl(r o'tractcd the greatest crowds. The friendly
"Utilng

'ero °f the crowds in general, and the
justify !’,s expressions of congratulation for the speaker 
hi'st 0, , la,; Secularism has gained in Bolton since the 

"door meetings held by us a few years ago

evoked bitter expressions of hostility not umnixed with 
threats.

The one meeting held in Wigan witnessed an even 
more striking transformation. The audience here 
rocked with laughter at a recital of theological absurd
ities, whereas two years ago on the same pitch, the op
position was almost riotous, the lecturer indeed having 
a lens of his glasses broken by some missive flung by a 
zealot.

Messrs. Sisson and Partington, as usual, were inde
fatigable in helping to make the campaign a success. 
On Saturday, June 29, Mr. Whitehead commences a 
week’s mission in Wigan Market.

CHE3TER-EE-STREET BRANCH.
W est .Stanley provided us with the largest meeting yet 
held in the district. The gathering was so large that at 
the request of the police we moved to a piece of ground 
where a larger space was available without interfering 
with public traffic. Some threats of violence from a 
Roman Catholic section was quickly discounted by the 
friendly action of the larger part of the gathering, and 
the speeches of Mr. Brighton and others were listened 
to with attention and appreciation. Mr. Brighton, Mr. 
Raine, and Mr. Birtley were the speakers, and much 
satisfaction was expressed when further meetings were 
promised. There were many inquiries as to the possi
bility of Mr. Chapman Cohen visiting the district during 
the autumn, and it is hoped to comply with the request. 
There was no mistaking the general sympathy with the 
Movement.— J.B.

MR. J. CLAYTON’S LECTURES.
The first visit of the season was paid to Higham on Mon
day, and although denied use of the old stand, on 
Council’s property, a new one was soon found. The 
lecture was given without interruption, and questions 
were dealt with afterwards.

On Tuesday a good meeting was held at Padiham with 
an unusually big crowd.

Thursday’s meeting was on new ground, at Clitheroe. 
Freethouglit lectures are an innovation there, and at
tracted a lot of attention, if not too much sympathy. The 
speaker was very warmly congratulated by two gentle
men afterwards, one of whom, a local man, has promised 
support on next visit.

Sunday morning, lectured at the I.L.P. Rooms, Nelson, 
to a good audience. Numerous questions were dealt with, 
and some opposition was put up. Todmorden was 
visited Sunday night, but the weather was bad here, the 
only opposition offered.

Obituary.

Mr. W illiam Henry Borrte.

On Wednesday, June 19, the remains of William Henry 
Borrie were interred in Streatham Park Cemetery. He 
was a convinced Freethinker, and a very enthusiastic 
worker for the Cause .in the days of Charles Bradlaugh. 
In later days other calls were made upon his time, but 
his Freethouglit principles were always to the front, and 
earned for him the respect of his comrades, a 
number of whom assembled at the graveside to bid him 
farewell. He was still active at seventy-six years of age, 
the immediate cause of death being bronchitis, brought 
on by a chill.

His wish for a Secular funeral was honoured by the 
family, and the service was read by Mr. R. II. Rosetti.

And even in our own times, have we not seen the 
people terrified at the sight of a flaming comet? Has 
not the end of the world, foretold by the agency of 
comets, been often enough predicted ? These predic
tions, so to speak, are periodic; they crop up each time 
that the return of these eosmical formations is an
nounced by astronomers, and always meet with a certain 
number of timid souls who are troubled as to their 
destinies.

Camille Flammarion, “ Astronomy for Amateurs
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Clear Thinking. S U N D A Y  L E C T U R E  NOTICES, #tc’

Bacon, in his famous Novum Organum, set out to 
discover the reason for men’s errors of judgment, a 
piece of work containing a wealth of teaching to all . . . 
students, . . . inasmuch as the power to reason soundly 
is one of the greatest assets such students . . . can 
possess. In the course of his inquiry Bacon enumer
ated four main causes, his four famous “  idols,”  as he 
termed them, of which only one, his third, will here be 
treated. That third “ id o l” he sums up as follows: 
“  For men imagine that their reason governs words, 
whilst, in fact, words re-act upon the understanding.” 
Or, in other terms, though words and phrases are ex
cellent servants, they are bad masters; for when they 
become masters they lead the reason into unjustifiable 
ways.”

The “  idol ” divides itself into two main classes : 
first, the too extended use and credence given to meta
phors and slogans; and second, the use of loose, non- 
uniquely defined words.

To consider the employment of metaphors and slogans 
first. They are, indeed, dangerous things to use; for 
once started they keep the matter under discussion in 
a groove, the groove of the attributes connoted by the 
particular metaphor or slogan, which attributes are 
carried over, generally falsely, to the point under re
view. There is perhaps no greater foe to sound think
ing than a metaphor or a slogan that has taken the bit 
between its teeth. The history of thinking is full of 
such metaphors and slogans that have led men astray. 
They are to be found in all branches of knowledge, and 
some of the greatest thinkers have come under their 
sway. A matter comes up for discussion, someone in
troduces some such slogan, and all too often the matter 
is considered clenched and settled. The student must 
indeed scrutinize slogans and metaphors minutely be
fore accepting them.

In the second place, there is the question of loose use 
of words and terms. Once again the advice to be given 
to the student . . .  is that he must be clear, crystal 
clear, as to the meaning of the terms that he uses, and 
must adopt every possible means to secure the essential 
clarity. Especially is this the case with regard to 
technical terminology . . . Definition of technical terms 
is all important; . . . every term must have a unique 
and unequivocal meaning. If clear thinking be the 
object sought—and there be few better objects— a strict 
use of terms is essential. There can be no clear reason
ing if vagueness of terminology be allowed. Words are 
the very counters of thinking : but counters need dili
gent and close attention.

William Pick, 11.Sc. (" Pitman's Journal.” )

Communism.

I may not make the sacrifice 
That all endures,

Until I read in glowing eyes—
“ Mine—and yours

I dare not ask a Love that aims 
At proof or sign,

Until I meet the soul that claims—
" Yours—and mine ! ”

J. M. S tuart-Y oung.

A N active young member of N.S.S. desires employ
ment. Would be prepared to take any situation, 

clerical, or anything which does not demand an intimate 
knowledge of machinery. Would be willing to help 
local branch, or form new branch if need be.— Apply, 
F reethinker, Box J.T.Y., 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
K.C.4.

Lecture notices must reach bi Farringdon Street,
E.C.5, by the first post on T uesday, or they 
inserted.

LONDON.
INDOOR.

South Peace E thical Society (The London

mill not X

Institu1.tion

S. Ie-
R,ll-

Soci*lV

Theatre, South Place, Moorgate, E.C.2) : n-° 
cliffe—“ Can Party Government Survive ?”

T he Non-PoliTical Metropolitan S ecular , rSjay. 
(The Orange Tree Hotel, Euston Road, N.W.i) : 'jaj and 
July 4, at 101 Tottenham Court Road, 7.30 to i i .3°> ®oc 
Dance. Admission is.

outdo or  . Mcssri'
West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : I2-0’ j Ia|nc; 

R. G. Lennard and James Hart; 3.30, Mr. B. A Le *o0glit 
6.30, Messrs. B. A. Le Maine and A. H. Hyatt. * r5j,irt afl1' 
meetings every Wednesday at 7.30, Messrs. J- ‘ j[aiiiu 
R. G Lennard. Every Friday, at 7.30, Mr. B. A.̂  L® j urin? 
The Freethinker can be obtained outside Hyde I’ar 
our meetings. ^

W est London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Par ’̂ 
mersmith) : 3.30, Mr. R. G. Lennard. tl,e

Bethnal G reen Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, ,ic3 
Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. R. H. Rosetti—A Lecture.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common) •
T — T> AT,......  •«>,-. 11 T),. «.I. £ --•“ I®

ii.30,
ChP“

Air. F. Mann; Ilrockwell Park, 6.30, a Debate—1 ls , jf J, 
ianity True?” A ffi r.: Air T. H. Alather. Neg-- 1 
Kburv; Wednesday, Clapham Old Town, 8.0, Air. b- ‘j,. p. 
Friday, Liverpool Street, Camberwell Gate, 8.0, '  r' 
Corrigan. ^ tpe

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, ,ica 
Fountain) : 6.0, Air. E. C. Saphin.

W est H am Branch N.S.S. (outside Technical ® 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Air. 1'- * 3 
Lecture. jit

t <4horr° .
F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner ot _arj0u* 

Road , Walham Green Church : Saturday, 8.0, j. Y 
speakers. Sunday, 8.0, Walham Green Church, Mr' 
Corrigan—A Lecture.

COUNTRY.
OUTDOOR.

Chester-LE-Street Branch N.S.S. (Stanley A«>'
Tue9'

th«»)'
id»?’

Street) : Saturday, June 29, at 7.30, A Lecture; 1
July 2, Houghton (White Lion), 7.15, Speakers— l̂eS' 
Brown, W. Raine, and J. T. Brighton. (|,is

AIr. Jack Clayton will lecture at the following 
week: Sunday, June 30, Accrington Alarket, 7.0;
July 1, Sabden, 8.0.

G lasgow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Crookston 
Aleet at Crookston Road at 12 o’clock prompt. #

L iverpool Branch N.S.S.—Monday, July 1, at 7.3°’

O'5'tl«'

mont Street, Air. J. V. Shortt—A Lecture.
.etintf

jt
Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. - Members meet1’1* r .

Street, at 3.0. Town
Ke

Socialist Club, Arcade, Pilgrim 
near North Road entrance at 7.0, Air. J. C.
Lecture.

W igan.—Air. George Whitehead will begin a iveek - ,av. 
paign, lecturing as follows in Wigan Alarket : aV,efk

’s
paign, lecturing as iuhuws ill wiguu iuuiaci . -
June 29, at 7.0; Sunday, at 3.0 and 7.0; and rest of the
at 7.30.

Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Meetings held in the 
Ring on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7 p-®1"

po1ill

UNWANTED CHILDR^
In  a C ivilized  C om m unity there should  he 

U N W A N T E D  Children.

D 0

Co0'
For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) ot Birth 

trol Requisites and Books, send a iyid. stamp *a'"

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Bcr *
(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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Essays in F reeth ink ing
(Third Series)

By CHAPMAN COHEN.

Contains Essays on:
t̂heism  : En g l is h  a n d  french—r e l ig io n  

and THE f e a r  o f  d e a t h —g o d  a n d  m an-  
religion  a n d  THE STATE—DESIGN IN 
NATURE—GOD AND HIS BIOGRAPHERS—GOD 
AND MORALS—FASTING AND FAITH—WITCH 

DOCTORS IN LONDON, Etc.. Etc.
CLOTH BOUND 2 /6  POSTAGE jd .

rhe three Vols. of Essays in Freethinking will be 
sent post free for 7/6.

ttiE Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

i

^S2-Books for Thinkers.

¡
•4

m i n d  a n d  r e a l i t y
-- AND --

UFE, MIND & KNOWLEDGE
—  BY

J. C. THOMAS, B.Sc,
(Keridou).

The Rf tr
Auth > “ on- J- M. R o b e r t s o n  is in full agreement with the 
" pun°r 8 Philosophic attitude, and highly appreciates the 

gency and alertness of his handling and especially hi* 
strictures on the Metaphyscian.”

fri.
Ce> 6<a. each. Postage for the 2 copies 2|d.

PRIESTCRAFT:
 ̂ Study of the Exploitation of the 

Religious Sentiment
BY

M'
C. R. Boyd Freeman

"R. FREEMAN write* with the glove» off, 
- and does not mince matters when handling 

’ ''hat i* really one of the greatest corses from 
*k>ch modern civilization »oilers.

Price 6/*, postage 3d.

■ 1

i
Ì
i
Í
I

Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

.^^IVliscellaneoua Advertisements.

II CONTROL.—Every Adult should possess a copy 
the s . Conception Control—Why and How. Deals with 
niea, JJec* plainly and cleanlv. Describes safest and best 
vorv l , to ad°Pt. whereby prevention may be obtained at a 
\oNn 0Vv cost. Above booklet sent POST FREE by The 
Lon(joN Medicvl A gency, Dept. F, 91 St. Martin’s Lane,
l

money writing showcards for us at home : we 
train you by post and supply steady work at good 
^PPly S how Card Service, L td., Hitchin.

Q  t'RRg WANTED I—Several bound volumes of Free- 
17^ linker. Also old issue of Freethinker, 3 vols., from 

Also Old Skeleton Clock under gins* case, 70 
s 1,1 one family.—H.T., 8 Rutland Road, Ilford, Essex.
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The Secular Society, Ltd.

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon St., London, E.C.4.

Secretary: Mr . R. H. Rosktti.

T his Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to 
the acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the 
Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle that human 
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not 
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in this 
world is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State, 
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to 
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any 
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any 
person, and to employ the same for any of the purposes of 
the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a 
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings.

The liability of members is limited to £\, in case the 
Society should ever be wound up.

All who join the Society participate in the control of its 
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly 
provided in the Articles of Association that no member, as 
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, either 
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of 
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year, 
but are eligible for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited to make 
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in 
their wills. The now historic decision of the House of Lords 
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in 
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained from its 
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes 
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests.

A Form of Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of 
bequest for insartion in the wills of testators : —

I give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
the sum of £---- free from Legacy Duty, and I direct
that a receipt signed by two members of the Board of 
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a 
good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary 
should be formally notified of such bequests, as wills some
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, witli full 
particulars, will be sent on application to the Secretary, 
Mr. R. H. Rosktti, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

E volution  for the Y oung( _________

I Prehistoric Man and His Ancestors
1

} Price

By ONA MELTON.

Cloth with 5 Plates.
Is. 6d. Postage lid . extra.

i
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I

I 
1 
i

»^« *«»»« 41«̂ « ><»»1Ai MATERIALISM
I Verbatim Report of Debate between l

| Chapman Cohen and C. E. M. Joad. i
( One Shilling Net. 3 3 Postage l id .  |

| Revised by both Disputants. j
j T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j
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Now Ready.

The Bible and Prohibition.

Sj>

BIBLE
and

B E E R
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

A careful examination of the Relations of the 
Bible and Christian leaders to the Drink Question.

Price T W O P E N C E .
Postage £d.

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

T: Five Leaflets by Chapman Cohen.

| W H A T  IS SECULARISM?
[ 6d. per 100.

I DO YOU WANT THE TRUTH ? j
t 1/- per 100 (4 pages).

! THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEVERS, j
i 1/- per 100 (4 pages). j

j D O E S M A N  DESIRE G O D ? *
Î 
)

1/- per 100 (4 pages).

*

!

j By G .  W .  F O O T E .  I \ 
!

I I Bargains in Books!
i i a
i i 
i !
! !
! !
! !
! !

S I

! !

!

= 1
HUMAN BEHAVIOUR in relation to the Study o( 

Educational, Social, and Ethical Problems. By 
Stewart Paton, m .d . (Lecturer in Neuro-Biology 
at Princeton University).
Published 1921 at 21/-. P rice 7/- Postage 91*-

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND HERESY IN THE 
MIDDLE AGES. By F. W. Bussell. Contains 
elaborate studies of Religion and Heresy 10 
Hindustan and Further Asia, and Islam, its Sects 
and Philosophy. 873 pp.

Published 1918 at 21/-. P rice 6/6.
Postage 9d. (home); 1/2 (abroad). "

ROBERT BUCHANAN (The Poet of Revolt). Com
plete Poetical Works, Two Vols. Contains 4 ’

! i 
i i

i
¡I

i t

the
author’s remarkable and lengthy Freethinkmg 
poems, “  The Devil’s Case,”  "  The Wandering 
Jew.”

Published at 15/-. P rice 6/6. Postage 91*-

FREUD’S THEORIES OF THE NEUROSES. B-v 
Dr. H. H itschmann. With an Introduction by 
E rnest Jones, m .d ., m .r.c.p. An English edition 
of this well-known book, which heretofore bflS 
been obtainable only in the imported American 
edition. It provides a summary and a sympathetic 
presentation of the Freudian theory.

Published at 12/6. P rice 3/6. Postage 5̂ ’

Ia 
!  
!  
I 
! 
!

T he Pioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C-4- 1
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I j A Book every Freethinker should have—

! i
! !

i
! !
i 1

I
\
)
I ARE CHRISTIANS INFERIOR TO j 
| FREETHINKERS ? j

1/- per 100 (4 pages). j
• ” *
 ̂ T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. |

•— « — • »-*-• »— ••-*- »•«-*«—• »— . 4[ l if e  OF THOMAS’ PAINE {
B y  P . J. Gould.

it G ilt Cloth Portrait Published 4/6 net.

( P rice  - T w o Shillings. P ostage 3d. I
| Only a limited number 0/ copies available. }

j  T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

BUDDHA The A theist
IN this book Buddhism is expounded plainly»

freely, accurately, and without circumlocution
or apology. It is written by a Buddhist who has 
studied the subject at first hand for thirty years, 
not merely from the writings of others, but from 
Buddhists in Buddhist countries. It will be 
accepted by English-reading Buddhists as * 
necessary corrective of the misrepresentations of 
their religion so widely current.

B y  “ U P A S A K A ”
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

P rice ONE S H IL L IN G . P ostage 1<L_

T he P ioneer P ress, fii Farringdon Street, E.C.4-
* -----

History of the Conflict 
Between Religion and 

Science
B r Prop. j . w . d r a p e r .

This it an unabridged edition of Draper’» great 
work, of which the standard price is 7/6.

Cloth Bound. 396 Paget. 
price 2/-. postace 4 # A.

The Pioneer Prese, 61 Farringdon Street, E-C 4-
•— ’— *4 , if*»
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