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lie reveals himself in the orderly harmony of what 
exists. Negatively, he does not concern himself 
with the fates and actions of human beings. We will 
take the negative aspect first. If Einstein’s testimony 
is of any use to anybody, it is certainly of no use to 
anyone who is religious. Cod— I accept the word
until we come to discuss the positive description— is 
not concerned with anything that man does, he has 
no concern with what he is, and does not care a bit 
what becomes of him. It is obviously no use 
praying to him; one might as well pray to the Albert 
Memorial. You can’t “  commune with him,”  com
munion implies reciprocity, and one might as well 
try to commune with a wooden Scotchman outside an 
old-fashioned tobacco shop as commune with Spin
oza’s God. What significance has all the churches, 
synagogues, mosques, and other gathering places of 
the religiously afflicted if they are worshipping a God 
who takes no interest in their fate or their action, and 
who doesn’t even condescend to know what they are 
praying, or singing, or talking about? Just try and 
think of anyone worshipping a God of that kind ! 
But the Rabbi is pleased to have Einstein, and the 
Referee discovers in Einstein’s message, evidence that 
on the religious and on the scientific side, “  the 
highest intelligences have, now reached the point of 
mutual understanding and sympathy.”  Einstein 
says the god he believes in has nothing to do with 
man, and doesn’t care the proverbial damn what he 
does or what becomes of him. And the philosophic 
editor of the Referee sees in this that religion and 
science have come to an understanding, and Atheism 
is out of court. The poor man doesn’t recognize— or 
pretends not to recognize— that Einstein’s confession 
is a confession of ‘ practical Atheism.’ Will the 
editor of the Referee please explain what is the prac
tical difference between there being no God to bother 
about man, and there being a God, but one who does 
not concern himself with the fates and actions of 
human beings? I feel quite sure lie won’t He 
probably knows that his readers won’t expect him to. 
When Charles the Second was asked to explain the 
popularity of a not over intelligent preacher, he said, 
”  I suppose that his nonsense suits their nonsense.”  
Every editor has the kind of readers he deserves.

# * *

God or Nature P

Now let me take Einstein’s positive statement about 
God. He believes in Spinoza’s God. What is that?
I do not want to enter into a lengthy exposition of 
Spinoza’s philosophy, so far as the present purpose is 
concerned, all that one need say is this. Spinoza’s 
God is definitely not the god of any religious system 
in the world, and cannot by any honest device be 
made to do duty for one. There exists, lie says, one 
Substance which we know only through its “  modes ” 
or attributes. Of these attributes— not infinite in 
number, as so many of his commentators have said, 
but rather in quality, we know two, extension and 
thought. Every material thing is an example of ex
tension, every mental thing is an example of thought, 
and the two things, exteution and thought, make up 
our world. To put the same idea in a more modern 
form, but without altering its essential character, 
we must, for purposes of thought, assume something 
as existing. When we come to ask what we know of 
this existence, we find that we only know it in terms 
of experience. To one great group of experiences we 
give the name “  material,”  to another “  mental,”  to 
another “  chemical,”  to another “  biological,”  these 
are all phases of existence as we know it, or in Spin
oza’s term, modes. Of anything beyond this we know 
nothing, we know existence only as it presents itself

in consciousness. (1 have dealt with this aspect of 
the matter at length in my Materialism Re-statei, 
to which I must refer all who arc interested). SP'”' 
oza’s God does not stand for a person, of for n̂ 1K ’ 
or for will, but simply for an existence which fon”s 
the substratum of all human experience. If one cares 
to call it God, he is as much at liberty to call it d”” 
as he is to call it Abracadabra. Only that is not what 
men mean when they speak about God, and is 
what religious men mean when they speak about Go<l 
to-day. Those who use “ God”  and mean mere exist
ence, while pretending to a religious audience that 
they mean the God of religion,* are either incredibly 
stupid or deliberately dishonest. I say that without the 
slightest reservation. Spinoza’s system is fundament 
ally Atheistic in character. Ret anyone apply t:1" 
simple test of using the term nature or existence1, 
where Spinoza uses the term God and lie will find ll 
work out equally well.

Spinoza and Atheism.

God, says Spinoza, acts from the necessity. of hi5 
this

own nature, and cannot act differently. What m 
but the purely atheistic proposition that nature 
presses in its actions set modes of behaviour au< *  ̂
not do anything else? It is saying that the univci ^ 
self-controlled and self-determining. Existence. 
God, is incapable of working for ends or using 111 ‘ 
to achieve ends. To work for ends is to add to sc 
thing that already exists, and that is impossible lÛ r 
case of Spinoza’s deity. No one has poured grC i 
scorn on those who trace the hand or the wisiloi” 
God in the workings of the world than has SPin js 
The invocation of God as an explanation he 
“  the asylum of ignorance.”  God has neither 1,1
lect, nor will, nor understanding, nor desire. Mw”1;
and ends, beautiful and ugly, good and bad, lug1 9 
low, perfect and imperfect, all are terms which 
meaning only in relation to our minds and °_ur  ̂
vcnienccs. Spinoza is thoroughly deterministic, 
if one translates his ideas into modern terms, L 
pletely Atheistic.

Now we know the kind of 
believes in.

�	�� �� ����� ����� steii1
■ .I °rA  mere existence, without W”1 ’ ^  

will, or personality, desiring nothing, planning ,l0j 
ing, taking no interest in what man does or 
comes of him. A  mere existence with which C\ c|j, 
thing occurs in line with the strictest deternun - .. 
Prayers are useless, petitions are vain, cominuni01 
impossible. Will anyone say that this is what me”— ------- ..... ............. ... 1 0I
mean when they speak about God ? Is it the *-■  j 
religion, or of any conceivable religion? I l‘° .¡ji 
doubt but that others beside Rabbi Goldstein 
jump at Einstein because he has used the "   ̂
“  God.”  Nor do 1 doubt that others will iullwi)C 
him on behalf of Christianity. We have reaches j 
stage when genuine religion finds it increasingly ‘ (f) 
to live honestly, and altogether lacks the courage ^ 
die with courage and dignity. Anything will d0» , 
long as it is given the name of God. It is still a tc^ 
which exerts a hypnotic power over the untliinb" 
and it is by the support of the unthinking that e- • .. 
lished religion to-day hopes to carry on. The P1̂  c 
that so many public men altogether lack the c0'jr” I, 
to throw over altogether the word religion. The 11 
who can stand alone is still among the e x ce p t0 )() 
The fear of the herd is still strong. But one ^  
imagine the twinkle in the eyes of Albert Eir*” ,fl 
when he replied to the Rabbi’s inquiry, “  I belief
Spinoza’s God.”  Perhaps he whispered to bin150 
"  And that is no god at a ll.”
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The Voltaire of Our Day.
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The Tactics of the Modern 
Sophist.

N o th in g  more depressingly noteworthy has charac
terized the first quarter of the twentieth century than 
the tidal wave of reaction to every form of supersti
tion and imbecility which has swept over both 
Europe and America. Who would, twenty-five years 
ago, ever dream it possible for a famous scientist, 
not merely to avow a belief in spooks, but openly to 
preach spookism whenever an opportunity occurs; 
or for a noted fiction writer and one, by the bye, who 
had had a medical training, to profess, in the press 
and on the platform, a belief in fairies ! It is sad to 
reflect, that the credulity of the present age, is not 
only notoriously widespread, but is a phenomenon 
so astounding as to pale the credulity of the pagan 
world to mere moonshine.

Indeed, the conditions are so egregiously different 
that it would not be an abuse of language to call the 
credulity that obtains in a semi-civilized world, sanity 
itself in comparison.

The grotesqueness of a credulous belief depends 
solely upon the scientific luminosity of the back
ground on which the belief is set. If eras ignorance 
is universal at the time, the most insane belief is not 
necessarily silly; it may appear quite ������ ��� ����A  
and does so, if it conforms with prevailing beliefs. 
But if set in the noonday light of the twentieth cen
tury, it becomes a piece of diverting buffoonery, and 
generally indicates a state of partial dementia.

To believe that the eucharistie bread and wine were 
actually the very flesh and blood of Jesus was noth
ing silly in prescientific times; it was quite in keep
ing with prevailing ideas; but for a modern chemist 
or physicist to entertain and advocate such ludicrous 
assumption is pure burlesque, with no extenuating 
fact to palliate its insanity.

Or take an event of a different order. A  few weeks 
ago there was, in North Finchley, a house to house 
distribution of a Catholic tract, entitled ���� �� 3�����  
@��1�#�� ����  ? in which it was easily shown, by quot
ing verses from the Gospels, that he can— the Gospels 
being assumed to be the Word of God, and are there
fore the embodiment of truth. I never heard a word 
of indignation, or even of astonishment at this bold 
Jesuitic manœuvre to recapture lost ground. I did 
not hear even a comment about it. Would that be 
so if it occurred in the nineteenth century? I trow 
not. It would be highly interesting to know what 
would be the attitude of the same people if the R.P.A. 
	����� ���� ���� �������  were distributed in a like 
manner !

It is therefore in perfect keeping witli this general 
reactionary trend to witness the Athenian Sophist 
strut again on the stage of disputation and contro
versy. And my object in this article is to draw at
tention to a few of the most noted tactics adopted by 
his modern descendant as exemplified in some books 
and articles I have recently read. •

1. About the commonest device resorted to is to 
decry science— to disparage and belittle its achieve
ments— and to ignore or repudiate its generalizations. 
This is notably the case when some “  professor ”  
volunteers to side with the angels and champion their 
cause by appearing as the devil’s advocate against 
the canonization of science. He seeks to achieve this 
end by depreciating science in general, and by dis
counting the doings and discoveries of his own 
branch in particular. He declares, on platform and 
in press, that all the findings and generalizations of 
science are only gropings— hazy, uncertain, and un
trustworthy. In their anxiety to convince the public 
mind that science is of little value, some quit the 
realm of facts and resort to the fertility of a perfervid

to

imagination as in the case of Professor Eddington, 0 
Cambridge, who conceives a two-ton elephant sh 13 
down a hillside, and then notifies in some detail 1 
meagreness and the superficiality of what is lean' 
from poor jumbo’s escapade. Did any of the gr 
poets ever give birth to a fantasy so sublime and u.'C 
ful? What a loss to literature that he chose astro« 
omy instead of poetry as his vocation ! It ’s 110 
wonder that “  professors ”  who have thus voh"1̂ 
teered to act the devil’s advocate against science ar 
so fervently hailed as God’s messengers by the PneS 
hood of all creeds and rites.

A  reader of this journal sent me, some time ago, 
copy of the (�2��� -��1��� B���������  inviting i«e 
read an article in it on “  Creation and Evolution, 
by a Mr. W. Hoste, B.A. The aim of the article 15 
to discredit science, with the obvious implied'0’1 
that if science can be shown defective or incorrec , 
then the Bible must be true. All that seei«s 
necessary to prove the truthfulness of the Bible is 
prove science false ! His munitions in the main co« 
sists of quotations from the writings of famous ®CI1 
such as Lord Kelvin. He innocently overlooks Im
palpable fact that had these very persons been b°rl1 
in a mohammedan country they would have cha"1 
pioned the Moslem creed and rites with equal ferv°l,n 
The opinions quoted have not a scintilla of ration- 
value.

He quotes the Bible as if it were an authority 011 
the origin and development of the physical univej^ 
and the evolution of living forms, wholly forgett«1-1! 
the fact that it is only a miscellany of legend, f°‘ '
lore, Sumerian and Babylonian traditions, myths, n«d
miracles, priestly rites and prophetic ravings, writ 
by no one knows whom, or when or where save - 
guess work. To call this heterogeneous medley W 
one name— Bible— suggests a wicked falsity—  
that it is ���� 2��%  produced by ���� ������ �8  
device of denoting this bundle of ��� ������  by ,C"� 
term has cruelly deceived a portion of mankind 
millenniums; and to call this mixed collection Got 
Word has given the one-book lie a kind of p!311*1 
bility.

He is equally oblivious of the fact that the ter«’ 
“  creation ”  is only an euphemism of the W0)
“  magic.”  Both mean precisely the same thing, l*1,1 
of producing a real something out of an absoln 
nothing— an achievement which human experience 
and reason declare to be the acme of the absurd.

To be able to perform this premier of all miracle®' 
that is to create, has been the claim of the wizar ' 
magician, and the medicine-man from times im«u 
morial. Since the priest was a magician, his � 01 
was one of necessity, as it was from his deity
derived his magical powers. The first verse 1«
Genesis, quoted by Mr. Hoste with such nonchalance
simply stated how all-powerful a magician Jahweh
was : at the mere �����  of the incantation, “  =  
there be ”  (in Hebrew of course) without even 
aid of a wand, the physical universe leapt into eXlS 
cnce! No wizard, either divine or human ever c-v 
celled or equalled that feat of enchantment. Fan A  
putting magic— that figment, that fantasy of P °"lI 
of uncivilized and semi-civilized times— as an alterna
tive to the intrinsic energies of evolving matter, 311 
that in the twentieth century! That events, startlbG 
or familiar, great or small, should, in the Bible, |jC 
ascribed to magic, was not only natural but ine'T 
able; the writers had no conception of any other f°rnl 
or source of energy. Magic not only brought tl>c 
universe into being, but kept it in perpetual moti°"' 

Mr. Host’s essay is not merely an edifice built 
Bible quicksand, but is moreover actually built out 
quicksand. There is not a single solid brick in ‘tr' 
structure. K erh»°n-
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EXECU TIVE’S 'ANNUAL REPORT.

By T he P r e s id e n t .

Although the past year has witnessed more ^  
average activity in connexion with t ie 
work, nothing has occurred of so dcs_
spectacular a character as to call - •, st
eription or comment. In the times, now a Christ
e n  the very right to criticize the '(*'%� of Chns^ 
lanity was questioned, and when that c ia some- 
hacked by the threat of the prison ce , , at
tWng for militant Freethinkers to meet eac 
*■  -  1  .  year, .„k, <o say with a 
denary character, “ We have lived i o t  y 
thought not merely lives, it is established.

In truth, while the situation is not free roi
enltics, there has never been a tune w or
thought held so assured a position in o ’ of
"hen the admissions of the leaders o >e *■ 1.1this
the
i country so completely justified the teachings and 
far f >r*ncM e9 I°r which this Society stands. Bigotry is 
l • r°m inactive, and theweapon of the boycott is still 
that  ̂USt<' considerable effect; but in spite of all 
ore '•la  ̂ be ône to prevent it, the disintegration of 
"ith"'70̂  religion proceeds with increasing rapidity, 
Catl' .?erbaP9« the single exception of the Roman 
tli0 10 1C Church, the oldest, the best organized, and 
If most dangerous Church in Chiistendom. 
tn coniPnre the
q 1 ay with what

sev? i ar Socicty
years ago, it would seem almost that

iy dIe, living in another world. I11 a sense,
are ’u another world. Doctrines that were then

^questioned 
• * Pulpits
issued 1
edit! ’ large Parts of which read like a Christian 
Wee]̂ n °I the Age of Reason. In the daily aiul 
tiim Press’ articles criticizing religion are published

state of 
it was 

commenced

the religious world 
when the National 
its existence some

are now freely denounced from scores 
Expensive commentaries on the Bible are

1 ty years ago could never have appeared. The 
in>t!l| Pllhlic men and women who openly pro

heir disbelief in Christianity steadily increases,

"uinb,
elai

Paf'CVeu though their proclamations may lie accom- 
Pr0f • sotne saving qualification, the fact of their 
hie e>Ssini' some measure of disbelief is evidence of 
aflt xtent to which our persistent propaganda has 
sibp, f the mass of the people, and so made it pos- 
ext' these men to express their heresy; for the 

1 to which publicists in this country profess 
Waning faith in Christianity i9 not to be 

Ijpj s,lred by the logical or moral weakness of re- 
t]yat tl* ' n't hy the extent to which a knowledge of 
he jjj^tkness has l>ecome public property.

>Sfr'iliC °P'uion is due to the activity of the National

tli(Mr
’’“easi

j --------------------------It would
Uubr C to chum that the whole of this change in 
S ‘c °Pinion is due t
hecu lr Society, but it is unquestionable that it has 
ca,lt a Powerful factor to that end, and it is signifi- 
t]u, this that the Freethinker, which is virtually 
enC(!U<n’thpiecc of this Society, was able by its influ- 
vitc r° ôrce a paper such as the Daily News to in- 
Ath' • °r ^1C Tust time in its history, two avowed 
rei; . sts to take part in a series of articles discussing 

^ °tts  topics.
anks to the Freethinker, the columns of which

of the WayS b<*c ^pciety, no more than a bird’s-eye view .of the‘ork of
ÍU-n

tai
open ■ " the past year is necessary. In both the 

‘ lr and in halls, propaganda has l>een well main-modUiojjtj' 111 London and in the Provinces. A t Ply- 
hrailci’ a c°urse of lectures was arranged by the local 

’ running from October to March, and it is

pleasing to note that nearly the whole of the expenses 
of this course was raised by local effort. The Execu
tive takes this occasion to point out that this was 
done, not by simply appealing to members, but by 
canvassing sympathisers who were not connected with 
the Society. What was done at Plymouth could be 
done elsewhere with both financial and moral benefit. 
Manchester has carried on its usual winter campaign 
in various halls, and chronicles a successful season in 
spite of the depression in trade. Liverpool has also 
been profitably active, although it suffered somewhat 
from its inability to secure the Picton Hall for 
special meetings. Northward, there has been increased 
activity in Newcastle-on-Tyne, where Air. J. Bartram 
— now the Society’s oldest Secretary— has been active, 
and also to the Chester-le-Street Branch and its ener
getic Secretary, Mr. J. Brighton. Thanks to this 
Branch, continuous lectures among the mining 
towns within a radius of some twenty miles have been 
delivered, and two new Branches of the Society, one 
at Darlington and one at Houghton-le-Spring were 
opened. Special lectures have also been delivered at 
Stratford Town Hall, Birmingham Town Hall, Cax- 
ton Hall, and elsewhere.

The work in the open-air has also been maintained 
at its usual level. Air. G. Whitehead has again been 
busy from Plymouth to Glasgow, and reports very 
successful meetings, and Air. J. Clayton has also been 
delivering a number of lectures in a prescribed area 
around Burnley at the request of the Executive. Air. 
F. P. Corrigan, also at the request of the Executive, 
conducted a very successful week’s campaign in the 
Chester-lc-Street district. Air. R. H. Rosetti has 
visited a number of provincial Branches during the 
winter, as also has Air. F. Mann, and both these 
speakers have been received with much appreciation. 
Your President has also been busier than usual with 
lectures, debates, and with lii"  pen.

On the financial side, although the resources of the 
Society are greater to-day than they have ever been, 
the Executive has to express regret that its income 
does not bear a closer relation to its expenditure. 
The continued industrial depression is partly respon
sible for this, but it is a matter to which the attention 
of the friends of the Society is earnestly directed. The 
Executive feels that when all allowance has been 
made, enough is not done by the Branches to exploit 
local resources. In most districts there arc 
enough sympathisers to meet local expenditure if 
they were properly approached, and increased finan
cial help means also increased moral help— that is, 
perhaps, the most important aspect of the two.

The increased cost of propaganda has necessitated 
the Executive giving a much larger measure of 
financial help— sometimes in the form of direct finan
cial assistance, but generally in meeting advertising 
charges and supplying lecturers. In this direction 
the Executive is now spending a sum which is nearly 
twice that of the Executive’s income at the time of 
the death of your late President, G. W. Foote. 
In view of this, it i9 pleasing to , report that the 
trustees of the Society have received during the year 
the sum of £2,996 7s. 8d. as the residue of the Mart- 
land estate. This has enabled the Executive to pur
sue its policy with a sense of security, but the need 
for increasing the actual income of the Executive re
mains. It should, however, be always borne in mind 
that the balance sheet presented to the Conference is 
the income and expenditure of the Executive alone. 
Each Branch has its own independent income, and 
issues to its members its own financial statement.

One other direction in which increased activity has 
been shown during the past year has been in the dis
tribution of literature. Large quantities have been 
sent all over the country, in many cases where no
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