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Views and Opinions.

~eRgion and the Elections.

li, ,Way and another, it looks as though religion is
cy to play a larger part in deciding the issue of
~ forthcoming general election than has been the
-0 for gQjjjg tjimCi There is the Sunday issue; a

j cral move by the massed forces of Sabbatarianism

a lreateiied here; there is the temperance qusetion,

fr 1 afthough the Temperance Movement began apart

lit? reEffi°n, it has now got well mixed up with re-

4 t0',s organizations—so much so that it is presented

louRk it were a distinctly religious issue. On
tis~ ~ea”™ * venture to commend to all readers—for

Eifcl ° Urin* tRc election, and after—G. W. l'oote’s

js cnnd Beer, a new edition of which has just been

tio ' ~ written in hi9 best style, and is as
alcrHgh-going as his work usually was. There is
tij IEe Secular Education issue, and it is certain
dut ~'e Churches will sec to it that as many candi-
~”" Saa’'s possible are pledged, privately or publicly

'< rPrivately and publicly-*-to give support to an

of , e ” measure that will secure a larger measure

Stat UlitC reEsi°us instruction at the expense of the

of' e And, finally, there will be the usual readiness

Chr'10?* Poljtical adventurers to promise support to
INStian interests in general; ‘without regard to the

gti, they should go to Parliament to represent

ti,./'tls>mid not this or that Christian sect, or all of
collectively.

r], * * *
~la8Phemy Laws.
issp *Gi° Is yet an°thcr thing that might be made an
°He t"e dection, but is not likely to become
That tins is the goestion of the blasphemy laws,
of o can Ee raised by Freethinkers who think more
do O|° Prevalence of Freedom and Justice than they
WHh0 Earty gains, but Freethinkers are the only ones
'1° so. | hope they will all take the oppor-
y of questioning candidates in public, first, be-
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cause a private undertaking usually means nothing at
all, and secondly, because questions will be enlighten-
ing to those present,including the candidates, most of
whom are deplorably ignorant on this topic. It is a
standing disgrace that a country which professes to
base its legislation on religious freedom, and which
does legally admit men to every office in the State
without reference to opinions on religion, should still
maintain laws which have no other reason for their
existence, save the intention to suppress that freedom
of criticism of religious ideas that is permitted with
regard to every other question. These laws were
created and are maintained in the interests of a sect
only. It is true that under prevailing conditions
they are not frequently put into action against Free-
thinkers; it is also true that so long a9 they exist they
are a menace to liberty of expression and publication,
and a slight turn in the political wheel, a more as-
sured political position for the Roman Church, and a
growth of the Joynson-Llicks type of mind in politics,
might well find in them convenient implements ready
to hand, without any new legislation. It is “ blas-
phemy ” to-day only if one attacks the Christian re-
ligion—other religions manage to get on without a
policeman to guard them—in such a way that the feel-
ings of Christians are hurt. And as Christians are
ultimately those who decide whether their feelings are
outraged or not, it only needs the occasion for blas-
phemy cases to become quite common. At any rate
the position is simple. If these laws are not main-
tained a9 likely instruments when the occasion offers
itself for their use, there is no reason why they should
not be swept away and all opinions be made subject
to the same privileges and regulations. If they are
maintained for the purpose named, then it behoves
all lovers of free speech to get them abolished so soon
as is possible.

* *

Sabbatarianism.

So far as the Sunday question is concerned that is,
like most religious questions in these times, cloaked
by a mass of hypocrisy. Religiously the Sabbath is
a “ taboo ” day. The abstention from work on the
Sabbath has, fundamentally, nothing whatever to do
with the need for a day of rest, and it was never pre-
sented as such until purely religious ideas
began to lose their force. There is a very extensive
literature on the Sunday question, and those who care
to hunt up the productions of a little more than a
century ago, will find scarce a mention of the day of
rest, and no mention of the economic argument, but
entirely that of the “ Taboo.” The Taboo is, of
course, much older than Christianity, which derived
it from Judaism, which in turn derived it from other
sources which took the day of Saturn, on account of
the supposedly malignant influence of that planet, as
an unlucky day on which to do anything. All that
tunity of questioning candidates in public; first, be-
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Saturday to the Sunday, although it was not until
Puritan days that the full gloominess of the day of
Saturn was achieved. Then the religious nature of
the day was the sole reason for the avoidance of any-
thing but religious exercises. Only with the growth
of disbelief in the nineteenth century was a change of
argument effected, when Sabbatarians, who have
never shown any particular concern about labour
during six days out of the week, became peculiarly
and suspiciously anxious that labour should not be
over-taxed on the seventh. But those who care to
read the literature put forth by the Lord’'s Day
Observance Society will realize that even to-day it
has to appeal to the believers in the “ taboo,” for its
financial support, and not to those who are concerned
with securing for the working man a measure of rest
from actual toil.

The humbug of the whole thing is shown in the
fact that games in the public parks, the opening of
museums and art galleries, meet with exactly the same
opposition as do any other departure from the Puri-
tanical Sunday. It is quite certain that games in the
parks necessitate no more labour than does the open-
ing of churches and chapels, and it is also certain
that the opportunities of games on Sunday does far
more to maintain the health and morality of the
younger people than church attendance has ever
done. Even cinemas, on the authority of the police
all over the country, have had a beneficial effect of
the conduct of the youth of both sexes. None of
these considerations weigh with the people who pro-
fess to be so seriously concerned with the “ higher
life.” Politically, the dangerous thing is that so far
as Chapels can combine on this question, they repre-
sent a block vote, which will affect all politicians who
are more concerned with getting votes than with any-
thing else.

# * *

Secularising the Clergy.

It is a very curious thing that with the steady
weakening of religious belief, and the rapid thinning
of Church and Chapel attendances, there should be
going Oll this growing intrusion of religion into the
sphere of politics. Curious, but not very difficult to
understand.  While religion was able to dominate
life, it was enough for the clergy to exercise a power
over the people from the pulpit. Their function, too,
was very largely that of, to use a favourite expression
of their own, keeping the people in order. The
growth of democracy, with the weakening of religious
conviction, put a sharp limit to this kind of influence.
The same influence that led to the secularizing of life
led also to the secularizing of the clergy. They
could no longer hold people in check by *“spiritual”
means. The very religion they preached could no
longer completely control men so long as the main
appeal was to the fear or love of God and to a future
state. The loss of influence in one direction had to be
secured by increase of influence in another—at least
the attempt had to be made. So it happened that
more and more, sometimes without knowing why, at
other times as part of a deliberate policy, the clergy
began to preach a religion of social salvation, and
themselves to pose as social saviours. Before, the
priest in politics was a corporate movement. It was
the Church to which he belonged that claimed to
dictate to the Secular power on many aspects of life.
For some time now it is not the Church that boldly
attempts to dictate to the State. It is the clergyman
as an individual who now strives to exert power by
other methods. He makes his appeal as a citizen;
but his aim is still that of the Church. The Ethi-
opian docs not change his skin nor the leopard his
spots. The policy is different, the aim is the same.
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The Priest in Politics.

The Church in politics is one of the most fatal
things that can overtake a country at any ~ine> ,
history of every country in the world proves it. 1
Church interfering in political life in Spain broUfG
that country to the verge of ruin, and left behm 1
some of its most disgraceful features of to-day.
worst aspects of Czarism in Russia was largely
to the same institution regulating the lives of
people. In this country the hatred of Protestan js"
for Roman Catholicism very materially contributes
the misgovernment of Ireland; it prevented
measure of justice to Roman Catholics, both in
land, and at home, and did much to aggravate
relations between the two countries It also tn
the Irish people more completely into the arms ot
Roman Church. And there is the broad lesson t
never yet has any State been able for long to pern
a branch of the Christian State to dominate !
secular life of the people without, in self-defence>
having to step in and check its greed and its activities.

Now | suggest to all Freethinkers that these a™
considerations that- might well be borne in mind ®
the next five or six weeks at least. It is not like/
that anywhere Freethinkers themselves arc sufficien
organized to materially affect the totality of vO
cast. But there are other ways of serving the te®
interests of the community than that of helping
decide whether Mr. Tweedledum or Mr. Tweedlcde
shall put M.P. at the end of his name. And tho
who will advocate the claims of Freethinkers to t
same justice as is served out to other people, !
will agitate for the State schools to be H'F
free from either the priest or his deputy, and who "
do what lie or she can to rationalize and humaflze
the “ Day of Rest,” may be serving the highel,1*
terests of the nation better than placing imrncd'a L
political interests above any other consideratell
Many of us have lived long enough to realize ta
there is no danger of the immediate ruin of tn
country whatever political party is returned at tn
head of affairs. And it is just possible that if a m3'l
were to fall asleep and wake up six months hencc>
there would not be anything so startlingly different
the state of affairs as to lead him to the conclusion
that a new government must have been electe ¢
There is a chance for all Freethinkers doing soinc{
thing for Freethought in the immediate future,
strongly invite them to do it.

Chapman Cohen.

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep !

" To be ruled by busybodies is more than hurea
nature can bear.”—Macaulay.
“ Clear your mind of-cant.”—Sam Johnson.

“ The Bible is a nose of wax, and can be twisted
you please.”—Martin Luther.

Englishmen are often astonished at the strong ant't
clericalism displayed by Democrats on the Contiucll
And foreigners are as much surprised to find th

Englishmen underestimate the hostility of the clergy
to all forms of Democracy. Throughout Eur°P

Democrats regard the Black Army of priests as tu
enemy of enemies. Here, in England, the

cratic Movement is in danger of being strangled W
the machinations of Priestcraft, and the averafi

citizen appears to be almost entirely oblivious of 1"

danger.

To plain Mr. John Citizen, a priest is a man W
dresses in a petticoat, and belongs to the Ronll3
Church. The tens of thousands of clergy who wea
“ dog collars” are, to him, quite harmless perS’.°E
who have a perfect right to fulfil their quaint cal*ll



Aprit 28, 192g

in a free country. There arc not enough Romish
Priests to fill the Albert Hall, so, why worry? Never-
theless, Clericalism is as real an enemy in England
&ol? the Continent, had Englishmen but the wit to

Owing to the machinations of the clergy, and their
catspaws, the position of the clerical caste in this
country is now actually stronger than it was in the
“ seventies ” of the last century. At that time the
Radical programme included, among other things,
|he disestablishment and disendowment of the Eng-
*sh State Church, and the secularization of educa-
tion. At that period, too, there was a definite Re-
publican Party, and it was even hoped that John
“riEht might be the first President of a British Re-
publicc. How things have changed! Little is now
beard of secular education, or disestablishment.
Present-day Labour loaders are the veriest flunkeys
punting in Court dress at Royal functions. And
Ale best-selling line in side-street shops is the picture-
Pestcard of a monarch in a wheel-chair.

This shelving of anti-clerical measures has been
going on a long time. It happens in the Labour
Party, and also at Trades Union Congresses, and at
Meetings of the National Union of Teachers. So the
game goes merrily along, until the whole Democratic
Movement becomes as innocuous to the vested interests
bli 1ICChTSy as t20 Primr°se League itself. In 110b-
fr 1 1 Pomocracy the clerical catspaws receive help

a number of Nonconformist ex-clergymen, who
fis,,e Firnecf to politics in pursuit of the loaves and

‘Gs. These may always be trusted to support the
vj Yy reaction, and to snuffle platitudes when

MHoug action is required.
tl Is ijigh time that Mr. John Citizen was reminded
coll. pries*s are priests, whether they wear dog-
dit N iters, or petticoats. They are the here-
acary enemics of progress. The State Church clergy
to 0° bettcr and no worse than the others, so listen
V... e apologia of one of them. Dean Hoskyns,
N on “ The Plain Man and His Church,” in a
tim (°n newspaper, explains in no uncertain terms

reactionary position of the priestly caste,
of 1+ \C outset Dean Hoskyns says that the function
(iccS Cbllrcb>which is the State Church, is “to pro-

In each generation a god-fearing laity.” “Here's
“('Iss “or you,” as Wackford Squeers puts it.
res °(Tearing ” means, in practice, simple priest-
tie "lug, for the alleged deity is never seen, and
t° priests are his representatives. The Dean goes on

¢ The Church is the one sure bulwark against the
ranks and the highbrows and the theorists.

you 'S 13 llot ~ie cocksure utterance of a green,
tjly curate, but the considered statement of one of

ram 'jgher ecclesiastics. Now, notice the cautious

W */.  concerning the attitude of the “ god-fear-
6 " to the clergy: —

* the relationship (between the priest and the laity)

a ~ccecdingly delicate, since the clergy possess an

s me°.r*ty; and, unless they abdicate, they must be

hciently courageous to act as though they

N ssessed it; and as a rider to this the layman must

i.e Prepared to submit to some form of strictly
nuted clerical authority.

in'o Prosperity any Church depends upon the
;{I 011 and the word covers both sexes. The aim

iu>c Ctate Church priests is, of course, to “ rope
boin ,° entire population of this country. That
they ImPossible, they get as many worshippers as

as aCan>and, in matters affecting the priestly caste

hri,,,,."'boR. make temporary alliances with their

tyran y r'va’s- Here is Dean Hoskyn’s plea for the
y °f the clerical caste:

he layman is not half a parson, just as the par-

soE
nuist not endeavour to be taken for three
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quarters of a layman; nor does the layman possess
a more intimate knowledge of theology than he who
is by vocation and by training a theologian.

“ Intimate knowledge of theology,” indeed ! Mr.
John Citizen can at least read The Book of Common

| Prayer, and note its antediluvian opinions on matters
. of real moment.

The keynote throughout is “ fear
god and honour the king,” which, being translated,
in plain English, paying your pew-rents
regularly, and singing “ Rule 13¥itannia.” The
whole thing is enough to turn the raven hair of a
Democrat white, and curl it afterwards. As a fact,
The Book of Common Prayer is more snobbish, more
sycophantic, more lickspittle than Burke's Peerage,
or Dehrclt, which is the stud-book of the aristocracy.
In the “ Peerages,” due regard is given to rank,
however lowly, and the latest titled money-lender, or
provision-merchant, gets his appointed, if modest,
place in the exhibition. But in the official Prayer
Book of the Church of England, it is a case of
“ Eclipse first, and the rest nowhere.” Prayers are
offered for individual members of the Royal Family,
and the other fifty millions of English people are
lumped together as “ miserable sinners.” Indeed, it
is only a few years since this prayer book contained
a service commemorating “ King Charles the
Martyr.” This was not deleted from lack of affec-
tion for Royalty, but because it was realized that
such a melancholy event tended to make martyrdom,
and the State Church, ridiculous.

To turn for a moment from the ridiculous to the
sublime, Dean Hoskyns informs us of the signs that
distinguish a really Christian home from the abode
of the naughty Nothingarian, or the still more awful
Atheist. Here are the Dean’s own words: —

llot-eross buns on Good Friday, lamb and mint
sauce on Easter Day, gooseberry tart on Whit-Sun-
day, goose on Michaelmas Day, in addition to
turkey and plum pudding on Christmas Day, and
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday.

And, lest we forget, fish on Fridays. It is a per-
fect gastronomic calendar, reminiscent of the
eighteenth century, when even the dons of Cam-
bridge were “ sunk in prejudice and port,” to adopt
Gibbon’s sarcastic comment. Reactionary in so
many respects, it is not unexpected that the Christian
should be advised by his pastor and master to keep
to the flesh-pots of okl Egypt. Fed on such a diet, if
he survives indigestion, he should be ever ready to
“ do his duty in that state of life into which it shall
please God to call him.” But, as the million and a
half unemployed people cannot, by any means, adopt
this alluring menu, it appears as if the destinctive
signs of a Christian home will be lacking in their
particularly sad cases. Indeed, so many things in
the Christian Religion are ill-adapted to the times in
which we are now living. . In the days when the
working class could neither read nor write the
Christian Church was a tyrant, and an impostor.
To-day it is, first and last, a nuisance, and should be
treated accordingly, and the sooner the better.
Mimnermus.

The Goddesses and Women of
Old Rome.

The antique Roman matron remains an imposing
figure.  Was not Cornelia the mother of the
Gracchi? Again, the splendid picture of Portia, the
wife of Brutus in the tragedy of Julius
Ccesar, was inspired by the pages of Plutarch.
What a contrast between the fulminations of the
Christian Fathers against weak and wicked woman,
who first enabled sin to enter the world, and the ideal
Roman wife portrayed by the mighty Elizabethan
poet |
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Ancient Etruria, in Italy, was apparently the
parent of many of the social anil religious institutions
of Rome. In Ktruria, the recovered tombs and
frescoes clearly testify to the honour and glory in
which women were held. The early history of Etruria
provides close correspondence to the evidences re-
vealed in the ruins of ancient Crete. Two of the
three leading divinities of Etruria were goddesses,
while the twelve minor deities consisted of six of each
sex. Fate was personified by the goddess Kasa, and
the Etruscan kings assembled in solemn council at the
shrine of the goddess Voltumna. The children were
named after both parents. 111 wall paintings of ban-
quets, women appear by their husband’'s side. Men
and women officiated together at the sacrificial cere-
monies. Even the stone memorials of the dead ap-
pear more elaborate in the case of women than of
men.

Etruscan women of the upper classes were cultured
and accomplished. Eivy and Pliny both refer to the
famous Tanaquil, who was not merely a stately and
industrious matron, but, like Hypatia in a later and
decadent age, was renowned as a mathematician.

It is surmised that the festival of the Matronalia
was established to commemorate the rape of the
Sabine women who, after their submission to their
forced marriage, persuaded their infuriated fathers to
forego reprisals for the abduction of their daughters.
They implored their parents and husbands not to
render them fatherless and widows. Thus, they pre-
vented war. And this was the received explanation
of the custom observed at the feast of Matronalia,
when wives were presented with gifts from their hus-
bands, and maidens made gifts by their lovers. This
story has been cited to prove woman’s instinctive
horror of war.

Valeria and Volumnia, the wife and mother of
Coriolanus, successfully appealed to the hero’s
clemency when he was prepared to make war on the
Romans. Coriolanus tells them : —

“ Ladies, you deserve
To have a temple built you : all the swords
111 Italy, and her confederate arms,
Could not have made this peace.”

The homestead was from the earliest times the
focial and religious centre. There, the ancient cult
of ancestor worship was observed. The chief divinity
>f family life was Vesta, the goddess of fire. She
symbolized female supremacy in the home. Peering
into the shadowy past we dimly discern the sacred
flame aglow in the settlement which was kindled by
the sons, and tended by the daughters of the ruler.
This became in historic times a complex and im-
I>ortant affair of State. The Flamens and Vestal Vir-
gins had been evolved from simple beginnings. On
March ist, the New Year’s Day of the old Roman
calendar, the six Vestals solemnly renewed Vesta's
Sacred flame. At the Summer solstice in June, they
purified the Penus Vestae—a development of the
primitive granary and barn—and it was thus prepared
for the reception of the first fruits of the agricultural
year.

The Vestals possessed magical powers, and many
special functions were theirs. In the middle of
May, a procession, in which the pontifices and magis-
trates took part, proceeded to the banks of the Tiber,
and twenty-seven straw images were cast into the
stream by the priestesses of the State. Some detect
in this a simple rain-charm, while others with greater
justice regard it as a relic of an earlier human sacri
fice to the spirit of the river.

Another goddess of high descent was Juno. The
noble temple on tbe Capitol, which became the centre
of Roman religion, was dedicated to Jupiter, Juno,
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.and Minerva. At a later date, temples devoted to
-Juno worship were erected, and the goddess became
jthe marriage divinity. To her, the seasons were

jsacred, and her aid was sought in times of trouble.
| Juno’s cult was popular with women, who were en-
couraged in their worship, as this kept them in sn™
jection to the policy of the State.

Minerva also developed into an independent deity,
fhc goddess of wisdom, her advancement coincides
with the growth of industrial life. Her temple on
the Aventine became the headquarters of the handi-
crafts. She smiled on good craftsmanship and blessed
all forms of labour. To her, students proffered
prayers for name and fame in the republic of letters.

As an earth goddess, Ceres, the corn-mother, Prc'
sided over the reproductive powers of Nature. Her
ceremonial season was April, but offerings were made
to her as the harvest-time drew' near. To her care
were committed the bodies of the dead, and the soil
was saluted when her divine name was spoken.

Diana, the divine huntress, and other female deities
were widely worshipped by women. In ancient, as
in modem times, May Day was sacred to seasons
celebrations.  This anniversary was that of YC
mighty Bona Dea whose temple was preserved, an
whose ceremonies were celebrated by women alone.
There was a solemn sacrifice to the same goddess i«
December, which was attended by the Vestal Virghis.
and this became an important part of the national re-
ligion. It was an offence, punishable by death,
any man to violate these sacred mysteries with hi®
presence, so invaluable were they deemed to the wd"
fare of the State.

Religious prostitution prevails in Indian temple t0'
iy. Male and female prostitution was prevail'l
in the religion of ancient Judea, and manyother '
So in ancient Rome a day was dedicated to the No«°ur
of women who served, in terms of religious thong»
to stimulate the flagging reproductive power®
Nature. .

The sexual excesses said to have been associate”
w'ith the worship and love of Dionysus, partiem3
during the nocturnal gatherings of the faithful, w
denounced by the austerer type of Roman, and u
interdicted by the State. Reading between the ’
and allowing for all overstatements—and the IMe ~
Donaldson, an eminent authority, contended that
immorality was enormously exaggerated—there _
pears to have arisen a powerful wave of rehgl0o
hysteria in connexion with this cult.

Stern old Cato expressed very decided opifll jj
about the proper place of women. But for these >3
creatures, he said, the immortal gods would still h3®
been dwelling with men upon earth. Many oi
complaints possess a very modern air. They
strikingly reminiscent of the views so popular iu c.,,
tain circles in the now distant days of the fcn>fl
suffrage agitation. But then, as now, proud
parted with his brief authority, and was compelled
bow to the spirit of the age. -

Cornelia, Scipio’s famous daughter, was the ideay
Roman woman. When she was left a widow, »
sought her hand in marriage, but she determined,
devote her life to the education of her boy®»

“ jewels.” She inspired them, with some success
do the State some service.

In early centuries divorce was rare in Rome.
as the Republic neared its end, freedom of div® ~
was established. Divorce was now granted if . |
parties consented to the dissolution of the marr'a9€
except in cases where crime or adultery wa@
volved. Most marriages, however, were regard0
life partnerships. As Dr. Ritchie remarks 11
Natural Rights: Monogamy has come to us a

”
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Roman, not as a distinctively Christian institution.

Wedlock between a patrician and plcbian had been
legal from early Roman times. The offspring of
Plebian women who wedded patricians assumed the
rank of their father. Moreover, the children of freed
Women were likewise free. And illegitimate off-
spring were in no way debarred in obtaining office or
enolurent in civic life.

hi the Augustan Age the marriage tie had become
slack. Romans of both sexes disliked the yoke im-
posed by the sacerdotal form of marriage, and it be-
came customary with the opulent orders to marry sine
manu. This form of matrimony enabled the wife to
i\ed without passing into the manu or power of her
lord, while she still remained subject to her father or
guardian. This contrivance admitted much liberty
of action to the wife, because her father’s potestas
Uas bound to decrease when she abandoned her
father's house for her husband’s home. Ihe artful
Augustus, as Gibbon termed him, to some extent in-
creased the stringency of the marriage code, as he
desired to increase that section of the population most
Wseful to the State. Then to crown all, a tax on

bachelors, known as the uxorium, was restored and
‘»creased. T. F. Palmer.

i’ather McNabb on the Kesnrrection.

rtc if Riye'Minute Sermon in the Sunday Graphic,
favin y* Father Vincent McNabb plumps, naturally, in
@°“r N ~Ne Resurrection. In five minutes he proves,

Pet CUsiveb', a dogma that has worried many good
Pie for years.

v'u Cas a ready “ way wid him,” this Father, in ad-
sci I""s arguments. He brushes aside, “ abstract
acid I C fuefs» hke the chemical formula for sulphuric
sj ' or *“a mechanical formula for the expan-
S °f steel under heat.” By so doing, he imparts a
fa, “»c flavour to his findings before blurting out his
abo't As much as to say, “ | know a thing or two
abof astronoiTucal observation, therefore, what | am
t to say about the Resurrection must be true,
ji Wb “ facts 7 suffice for Father McNabb ; and really,
» -A can legitimately substantiate these facts, there’s
°ve 'I* niOrc *ie sa™ ' “he battle’s won- ‘s all
I(r »ut the shouting.” We must join the Church.
No. 1.—A man named Jesus of Nazareth was
Q( to death in Jerusalem by command of the Roman
pernor, Pontius Pilate.”

deatho* ~°' 2'—"bhe man Jesus was seen alive after his
th” lere We have it. How beautifully simple. To prove
pjr ri'lh of the Resurrection is as easy as counting peas.
aj]l 1 you must make sure the victim is dead. Then
dt I'A remains is to ascertain that five persons sc.. —
h;~*d afterwards—in good health, little the worse for

. “»pleasant experience.

Wr 61 We have to remember that Matthew and John

? both eyewitnesses and earwitnesses. What these
be t Jles saw and heard must have happened. It must
be r“e us gospel. And even if these were disposed to

««Ulcus, or if their reports happened to be “edited,”
Oh ' ~ere's Dr. l.uke. You cannot hoodwink a Doctor.
s. »°- Doctors are scientific gentlemen, and'always
j, “k the truth. You cannot bamboozle a medico. What

cr?  Well, hardly ever!

“t the “ fact” of the Resurrection is not merely
die @'Meijt upon the sworn statement of these unpreju-
lioiflr "R’lesses. There's Paul. Paul was a wliole-
tab5er when it came to verifying facts. Aft
t] * °1 sunstroke, if the facts didn’t suit his particular
of  es>the facts could be altered. Dying for the glory
"f ‘A’ is a principle that can overwhelm any amount of

‘acts >
c’urse there were other reliable witnesses, but
r McNabb, in five minutes, has no time to call

H'cre were the ladies, who could always be re-

IIPon to spin a yarn, and who, generally, can turn a .

bathe
e
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bald and unconvincing narrative into plausible history.
The Father has no use for Mary. Mary can just go-
‘long

Here is a sample of the argument, which our five-
minute mentor puts into the mouth of the objector :
“ On the one hand, | tell the believers that they cannot
hold that Christ has risen, though the fact is witnessed
by five historical documents. Yet, on the other hand, |
accept the fact that Christ lias not risen though the fact
is witnessed by no documents. How, then, can | say
that to have documents is no proof—and to have no
documents is a proof? Is this history?”

I suppose this is the kind of verbal manipulation that
will appeal to the faithful in all Churches, but especially
to those who have a reputation for keeping hell-fire up
to a certain temperature.  This five-minute preacher
evidently expects a negative to be substantiated. He
wants proof that Christ has not risen. He wants the
fact demonstrated that Jack never climbed the beanstalk.
He would like to be assured that Mrs. Hubbard never
had a cupboard, or a dog, or even a bone. Some rev.
Fathers, when they reach the age of seventy, are hard
to please. Alan Tyndal.

Acid Drops.

Sir William Joynson-Hicks says that he has spent
more time in prison than any other Home Secretary has
ever spent. And yet some people find fault! They do
not like him spending part of his time there. They will
never be satisfied till he makes it a whole-time job.

Sir William also says that our prisons ought to be
educational and reformatory establishments rather than
places of punishment and detention. Well, the same
thing was taught by the Atheist Beccaria, about one
hundred and eighty years ago, and has been advertised
as one of the objects of the National Secular Society
for very many years. These Christian reformers gener-
ally follow us sooner or later, the pity is that they do
not do it sooner.

Oh, these journalists! This is the way the Science
Correspondent ”—probably an office boy with nothing
to do, leads off an article on inventions

For sheer inventive ability Great Britain is probably
ahead of any other country in the world. There is
scarcely a street without a potential inventor.

We should be surprised to learn that the last statement
is not true of every human being in any part of the
world. For sheer raucous vacuity the statement is
worthy of “ Jimmy” Douglas himself. When news-
paper readers can be brought to imagine that thought
undelies this kind of emptiness, one almost ceases to
wonder at many things that happen in the world.

Archbishop Temple is gravely concerned about the
position of Church of England schools. He says that
the value of the Church school is not in any special re-
ligious syllabus, but in the fact of its definite associa-
tion with the Church, and in the opportunity given to
the clergy to visit the school frequently, not only to
preach, but to show interest in the children and become
friendly with them, and thus set lls in the children’s
minds the idea of the union of the school and the
Church.  Put in another way the Clmrcli values the
schools not for the education they supply nor their
ability to remove ignorance, but as client-catching
agencies. We have said this before, but we never
dreamed that an Archbishop would tacitly admit the
truth of it. The Archbishop and many of his clergy are
interested in the Worker's Education Association. Is
his and their motive similar to that which prompts the
Church’s interest in schools?

The Director of Education for Worcestershire asks :
“ Is it possible to have a common religious education
for all children who are not connected with any par-
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ticular Church ? Would not such a school religion do a
great deal to promote the re-union of the Churches?”
Just the one thing needed! The more attenuated and
more hazy the common religious education in schools,
the less likely would the children be to squabble over it.
No child would be sure about anything. That might
favour peace and brotherhood and re-union. For, at
present, it is each sectarian’s certainty and conviction
as to the truth of the doctrines taught by his Church
that incites enmity, squabbling and division.

Cardinal Bourne says that while unemployment is a
very serious question, to Catholics the chief thing is
that of the attitude of candidates towards education.
That is not a quite honest way of putting it. What he
means is, will candidaes support the Catholics getting
their religion taught at the expense of the general rate-
payer. That is quite a different proposition.

By the way, we see that, according to the Labour
paper, The Sunday Worker, Mr. Rosslyn Mitchell’'s
reason for not standing again for Paisley is that on
account of the opposition to him from Roman Catholics,
following his attitude on the Prayer Book, he fears
that he will not be re-elected. Catholics form a large part
of the electorate in Paisley, and as the Catholic vote is
the most sliecp-like in the country, the fears of Mr.
Mitchell may be well founded. All the same, this in-
trusion of organized religion into the political field
indicates one of the gravest dangers the internal life of
this country has to face. Nor is it likely that either of
the big political parties will speak out against it. They
are far more likely to pander to it.

Apropos of the Roman Catholic celebration of the cen-
tenary of the passing of the Catholic Emancipation Act,
the Methodist Recorder says :—

The political disabilities which the Act of 1S29 re-
moved were not so different from those from which the
Protestant Dissenters, as Nonconformists, were then
called, had been relieved a year earlier by the repeal of
the iniquitous Test Corporation Acts.

This should remind our Christian friends that the
Brotherhood of man introduced by the Churches is a
weird and wonderful thing, and doesn’'t seem to have
been particularly helpful to the cause of equity and
justice and freedom amongst men.

Our contemporary asks the rejoicing Catholics why
their Church still does not do as they have been done
by, and accord to Protestants in Catholic countries the
liberty they themselves claim and enjoy under Protest-
ant rule. The answer we suggest is that their religion
won't let them, just in the same way the religion of
Protestants and Catholics will not let them accord full
liberty to Freethinkers in some Protestant and Catholic
countries.

Mr. Henry T. Hodgkin says, in a recent book of his,
that one task of religious education is to see how “ the
death of Jesus may be so presented to this generation as
to give it a chance of producing results at least as
profound as those produced in previous generations.”
And this, he thinks, will not be done by reviving
old theories or clinging to outworn forms of expres-
sion. The task, we agree, is a pretty tough one. The
trouble is that as soon as the theologians have devised
the right presentation to suit the present-day intelli-
gence and knowledge of to-morrow. In the circum-
stances, even a Salvation Army theologian might be
pardoned for seeking consolation in booze.

Judging by the popular newspapers, the Rev. Dr.
W. R. Mathews, Dean of King’'s College, London, thinks
there is an almost unexampled interest in religion. But
on the Other hand, lie notes that people of to-day are less
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willing to take religion for granted, to take it pre-
digested from the Churches. Like that, then, the
alleged interest is of small use to the Churches. If
people don’t take in religion from a God-inspired source,
what will become of the priests? The present outlook
for them is poor indeed. The majority of the people
cannot be got interested in religion, and a large number
of the religious-minded tend to make of religion any-
thing they fancy. Poor priests! their occupation is
gradually fading away from them. No wonder they are
beginning to get interested in the unemployment prob-

lem!

Gipsy Smith is home again, with the latest child
story from America. In his own words we tell it

One of my friends has a little girl who said, “ *
dreamt | went to heaven. | saw God, and | sa<'

'there’s ever so many questions | want to ask y°°
But God said, I've no time now to answer questions.

Just go and sit in the moon for a while, and I'll gj'c
you a star to play with.” | said to the parents, ~dJ
watch that child, she is going to be something great.

Maybe, a leading doctor of divinity.

From the Schoolmistress we learn that:—

A children’s corner is to be formed in St. Janies
Church, Barrow. There will be a prayer-desk, chairs,
pictures, books and magazines. Flags for Scouts and
Guides will be deposited. The object is to encourage
children’s organizations.

An “ object ” with the usual ecclesiastical motive—kid-
napping. We don’'t think dear Jesus would quite ap-
prove of these wily tactics. He never troubled abou
catching “ kids.” lie applied his energies to fishing f°r
men. Though, it must be admitted, his chief successes
were in catching adults of the mental age of children-
For of such is the Kingdom of Heaven.

Professor Conway, at Manchester :—

People talk proudly of the victories of England being
won 01l the playing fields of Eton, and they vote IIC~
day for the erection of an elementary school Mig
crowded district, where there is not an inch of grou' "

Probably, people who vote as the Professor says, fancy
that the victories of England were really won in the in*
cubators of the Church—the Sunday schools. In which
case, the kind of day schools the nation has docs not
matter much, so long as the Sunday schools are >n
working order and well fitted.

Mr. Hilaire Belloc, in Radio Times, relates as solemn
fact, various ancient myths about Joan of Arc, as
deuce for her being divinely inspired. The *“ logic
Mr. Belloc builds around these reveals Mr. Belloc as n
true Catholic humourist. “ Oh wad some power the
giftic gie us to see oursels as others sec us!”

The following is taken from the Rational Journal f°r
March, the organ of the Rational Association Friendly
Society, Manchester :—

There was much activity in the formation of Friendri
Societies and Mutual Associations about 1830, and the
spread of these societies raised much opposition. Fu"
pit and Press rang with denunciations. A member of A
Friendly Society was being buried at Woodhouse, ncaf.
Huddersfield, and after the Church of England service
was finished the officiating clergyman, the Rev. Mr. I"
water, of St. Paul's Huddersfield, addressed the
numerous brethren assembled to pay homage to a rc
spectcd and well-beloved brother, in the following
. language :—

“ Now, my brethren, as you stand here, | have a fc'v
words to say to you. You may think, because I havc
interred this man, | have done my duty, but as a mu™
ster of Christ |1 cannot allow this occasion to pass with-
out saying something to you. | intend to give yon a
short lecture and then to turn my back on you for ever-
| care not for you— dare tell you so. What do
mean by coming here with your badges, collecting a
multitude of people, breaking the Sabbath and keeping
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thousands from a place of worship? Is it not abomin-
able? | care not for your badges—they are emblems of
wickedness—and you are worse than devils or infidels;
and if you do not forsake your badges you will not only
go down to the grave as this man has done but you
will sink down to hell eternal. | dare say that when |
am gone some one of you will put on a surplice; but let
me tell you yours will be an abomination, while mine is
an emblem of holiness. You are a disgrace to society,
a scandal to the country you live inl Go to the
heathen and he will teach you a lesson! Ever since |
have known anything of you this has been my opinion
and shall ever remain so.”

~>at is how the clergy helped.

Summer Time” is again in operation. It has one
Scnus drawback, which appears to have escaped the
Notice of our parsons. It compels the staff of the
Prayer-receiving bureau in heaven to get to work an
~Neyr sooner. For the Same reason, it must be a nuis-
J'Ge aRo to the Recording Angel, who books people’s
172« This suggests a grave philosophic problem. It is
0 Uealy right for the Churches to support, or not to
PPose, a scheme which compels heaven to conform its
*@iiou,y to suit the convenience of man? The Churches’
il ,c Actual giants really ought to get the point settled

ctore next April, lest uninstructed Christians get
wrried over it.

I lle of the features of a certain Wesleyan Girls’
@ rally was a missionary exhibition of curios,
models, etc., brought from other lands and

. lected by the girls. The collection was pretty corn-

Ch g «iOr ~ *ncluded the full-dress war-paint of a
ristian missionary—with a parson inside it.

a .lc Methodist Recorder discourses at large on "Youth
,n . Age in Church and State.” We are told that the
p@n contribution which youth has to offer is driving

and the spirit of adventure. Quite true; but
[a  's troubling the Churches to-day is the unwelcome
the so Mrge a number of youthful people will give
pO0 Churches no chance to misdirect youthful driving
[(."cc and spirit of adventure into ecclesiastically use-

vt channels. The loss is the Churches’; the gain is the
nation’s.
rG Sc’ut Movement comes of age this year. Having

atp e« adulthood, it might now, we suggest, pay some

I“ion to fostering in youth more interest in intel

pljrUal matters, and damp down the glorification of the

r ey animal and primitive. There is a mental side to

iti- ,Inanhood as well as a physical. The Scout Move
1 hasn’t yet realized the truth of that.

peat re% i°us weekly says gravely : “ As we have re-
urged, on moral and religions, no less than on
cur'l ant® economic grounds, unemployment must be
One would fancy that on “ religious grounds”
CltInPloyment might be an advantage. It enables the
arches to dole out charity and thus excite gratitude,
V0, 0 carry the blessed consolidation of religion to the
r'ess and their dependants. It also furnishes earnest
p~ians with opportunities for doing something to
ase God and dear Jesus.

g r' Stanley Jones, a missionary from India, says that

is Is«ans cannot believe in any national religion; what

Q@ .M.universal is not true. This seems to rule out the

\CriSlan religion as being true. It never has been uni-

& a* despite 2,000 years of money, power and effort

of Mate it so. And it—to grudge by the modern trend
'mgs—never will be universal.

Tl - .
10 satne Mr. Jones says that India is challenging
'>thing, because she has been galvanized into a new
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life by a new *“ inspiration "—to wit, the impact of
Jesus Christ; and he claims that there is no reform in
India to-day that is not inspired by the message of
Christ. We presume that, besides gift of the gab, im-
agination is a prime qualification for the job of mission-
ary. It enables the missionary to see so very much
more than an impartial social observer or historian.
This is different from “ lying to the glory of God ” ; it
is imagining to the glory of the Church—and the
parson.

There seems to have been a great deal of “ God ” in
the Great War. Readers will remember how God inter-
fered by sending the angels of Mons to interfere on the
side of the British—a story that was avawedly invented
by Mr. Arthur Maclieu, but which the Bishop of Lon-
don and others swore they had evidence of their actual
appearance. There was the leaning Virgin of Albert,
on the top of the Church tower, which Mr. Bottomley,
in his newly found fervour for God, said was a miracle.
The Virgin was really wired up by the Engineers, be-
cause it was used as one of the points to regulate gun
fire. God was very much in evidence, but whatever he
was after he took four j-ears to do what lie wishes, and
no one is yet quite certain what he was after.

Then there was the German Emperor, who was cer-
tain that he was carrying out God’s will in fighting the
British Empire and the Allies. Now we see from a
biography of Earl Haig, by Brigadier-General Charteris,
Haig believed that he was divinely appointed to lead
the Allied Armies to victory. That hardly looks like
playing the game. To convince the Germans that lie
was on their side, and then to convince Haig that he
was with him, and then set them going for each other,
is not quite the way one likes to see God act. But, says
General Chartcris, Haig regarded himself as “the chosen
of the Lord.” One wonders who chose French and
Focli, and all the others? We are not, of course, in a
position to say whether the statements about Haig are
reliable or not, but Haig is dead, and it seems a pity
for a biographer to go out of his way to emphasize that
the dead Fied-Marslial suffered from a delusion that
generally springs from a distorted egotism. After all
the delusion that a man has been picked out by God to
win a war is not substantially different from the delu-
sion of some poor mother that she has been directed by
God to murder her own children.

A pleasing item of news from the newspapers, which,
by law of accident, and not of design, must publish
something worth reading, is the reference to the Prince
of Wales and the miner’s leader, Mr. A. J. Cook. The
latter is reported as having said that:—

His conduct and his attitude have shown that all
mankind have great qualities in common, one man
with every other.

If it were not for the disadvantages in the carefully
fostered ideas of the divinity of kings, and the nonsense
seriously distributed by those in charge of “ religious ”
education, Mr. Cook might have made the discovery
earlier, for the Prince of Wales as a man is nearer to the
hearts of mankind than say—the Bishop of Loudon or
Cardinal Bourne.

As an example of Jesuitical reasoning, it would be
hard to better that from Dr. Stanley Jones, author of
Christ of the Indian Road. In the following extract,
Dr. Jones is like the famous Dr. Johnson; if he cannot
shoot his opponent he will knock him down with the
butt-end of his pistol.

The reason that Mahatma Gandhi is definitely non-
Christian is due, the Doctor says, to two failures at a
critical time of Gandhi’'s development :

“ The Christians with deep conviction whom he met
were lakcing in intellectual power, and could not frame
their message to suit his need. The intellectuals could
not give the note of conviction to their appeal.”



264

Ordinary men without swollen heads about their own
brand of religion, would say that the reason why
Mahatma Gandhi is not a Christian, is because he pre-
fers to remain a member of his own particular belief.
If a learned writer said this, however, there would not
be much left for a book Query; is the effort of mission-
aries to convert India an outward and visible sign of
Christian humility ?

Two instructive items from the Northern Echo of
April 5, a copy of which has just reached us. The first
is from the Vicar of St. Peter’s, Sunderland, who is
“ alarmed ” at the secularizing of Sunday, and is afraid,
if this continues, of the effect on the state of the town.
The other item is from the Recorder, who sat as Judge
at the Sunderland Quarter Sessions. He complimented
the town on the decrease of crime and the comparative
freedom from it, and said that the decrease had been
going on for some years. What will the Vicar think of
the Recorder?

Yet another miracle has been shown to be true. We
all know the story of Christ causing the blind man to
see. The latest news is that archaeologists have now
unearthed the very street in which the miracle took
place. What does one want more ? If Christians are able
to show the street in which the miracle was worked,
nothing more is needed to prove its truth. If this goes
on we shall have to cease issuing the Freethinker.

The llishop of Southwell says that anyone who reads
the Gospels must realize how very rarely Jesus refers
people to the future life. Maybe, but when he did he
“ gave 'em hell.”

The Rev. A. E. Bowse told a Northampton audience
that when he went to Welton Chapel, Northampton-

shire, to preach the congregation consisted of two
women. One was deaf, and the other was the chapel
keeper. Well, that was one congregation that would

never “ talk back ” ; and what could a preacher ask for
more ?

The Egoism of Belief.

“We simply do not know,” says Miss Elizabeth Drew, in
The Modern Novel, “ the secrets of the universe we in-
habit, and the civilized modern does not pretend to
know.”

The late Katherine Mansfield, in a letter, wrote : “ |
wish | could believe in a God. | can't. Science seems
to make it impossible. And if you arc to believe in a
God, it must be a good God, and no good God could
allow his children to suffer so.”

Both these writers voice the attitude of the educated
modern—by which | do not mean “ educated ” in the
narrow, academic sense; indeed, many *“ educated”
people remain credulous and impressible to the end of
their days; but in the sense of being able to think for
oneself, to form one’s own opinions, in place of accepting
them ready-made. In the face of recent discoveries in
many branches of science, astronomy, geology, anthro-
pology, biology, analytical psychology (with its studies
of the origins of myths and taboos), it is indeed difficult
to understand how any being with the smallest amount
of reasoning-power can exhibit .orthodox beliefs. | used
to wonder how such a giant of eommonsense as Dr.
Johnson could have found it in him to believe in a God,
till 1 reflected that it was mostly a matter of the spirit
of the time, and that science had not yet contributed its
vast weight of destructive evidence.

How are we to account for the many thousands of be-
lievers to-day? These may be divided into two classes—
the enlightened and the unenlightened. The first have
not the excuse of ignorance, even. The average parson,
for instance, since he has in most cases had a univer-
sity education, comes within this category. He must be
cognizant of recent scientific developments, yet he ad-
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heres to his creed. Is it not certain that not ony nl
parsons, but many other, and more prominent, Pu
men, do not and cannot believe what they profess 0
lieve, that they profess these beliefs for reasons
policy, or self-interest, or simple moral cowardice.

The second class, the vast mass of the faitlifu ,
actuated by pure ignorance. Of independent and or'K'l.
thought they are quite incapable. They resouc
decline to discuss the other side of the question; m a »
they will admit no other side. They know they a”
right, and there’s an end of it. Argument is waste °

these. They have succeeded where the greatest In
lects of the ages have failed, for they
solved the cosmic riddle; they have PrO\Ugv

themselves with a final, satisfactory, and delight u
simple explanation of the universe. It is in vain ~
remind them gently that all the facts are directly aga' 'y
them. They will only patronize, or pity, you. 0.
fellow,” they will say, “some day you will see the lig j
If, in addition, you happen to have been in the war, tnJ
will charitably conclude that, ipso facto, has <
turbed your reason, and say a prayer for its ea -
restoration. Useless to point out that you have at Ica
thought these things out for yourself while they ha'
taken them on trust.

They will reply that such things are “ not meant
be probed into too deeply,” that the mysteries are 0
sacred to be subjected to inquiry. Uniquely, rehgl
transcends reason.

This egoism has always been a concomitant of bell ~
Every sect has been convinced that every other sect 1
wrong, and has expressed that conviction in every c°n
ceivable form of persecution. In the Middle Ages mcn’
merely because they thought differently from others
were fiendishly tortured or burnt at the stake. In H
times less violent penalties, such as imprisonment O
being deprived of the custody of one’s children, ha'
been inflicted upon those who affirmed the rights of | rcC
thought and free speech.

This bland assumption by orthodoxy of its absohdc
rightness may be seen at work to-day, in more harmR55
but none the less insinuating, ways. An example is I*
cool manner in which the B.B.C. broadcast religious scr'
vices, irrespective of whether the listener wants them 0
not. The standard reply to this is, | believe, that
licence-holder gets roughly three days’ entertainment ‘°*
a penny, and if he doesn’t like the services, he needl
listen. That is not the point. Apart from the questm!
whether it is the B.B.C.’s province to educate or impr°'c
its subscribers (who, however much or little they Pa™
are entitled to equality of treatment), this supreme piaC
of impertinence, this arrogant taking for granted of t>c
right to impose a particular system of beliefs up°a
everybody, together with an unconditional refusal of ai>)
hearing to the other side, remains.

Then there is the case of Thomas Hardy. He cX
pressed a wish (not for reasons of religion, since he
an avowed Freethinker, but doubtless because he fcl
that he belonged to the countryside) to be buried in t'lLL
churchyard of a Dorsetshire village. This wish " S
ignored. He was “ raked in ” by the Church and, nfjer
his heart had been removed, interred in the Abbey wi“l
the customary ritualistic observances. It would be >?
struetive to know wljo precisely was responsible for th's
outstanding instance of presuming to impose, upon, fpc
remains of a man of genius, and expressly against h's
desire, the ritual of a creed that in life he repudiated.

Arthur W. GaytoH *

WHO KIELED MOSES?

Who killed poor Moses
Goethe supposes

That the terrible sou

Of a masculine nun,
And Caleb, his crony,
Whose sire was Jephone,
Together killed Moses;
So Goethe supposes.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy op the
" Freethinker ” in a GREEN WRAPPER will please
TAKE it that a renewal of their subscription is due.
They will also oblige, if they do not want us to

CONTINUE SENDING THE PAPER, BY NOTIFYING US TO THAT
EFFECT.

s- p. hrandall—See “ Acid Drops,” where you will find
the case of a Church in your neighbourhood in which the
congregation numbered only two. This beats your con-
gregation of three.

J- BartRAM—Thanks.

i We have made a note of the infor-
1 nation.

i « Hradfoud.—The newspaper correspondence is certain to
do ¢ Your own letter is very much to the point.

A« Collins—By Saturday morning is the best time for con-
venience.

* R- Pell—See “ Acid Drops.”

Wt A Evans—We are delighted to learn that the Free-
thinker has been of so much assistance to you. We do
not know about the paper you name being politically
Fee, but we are fairly certain that its freedom does not
extend to the free discussion of religious subjects. Point-
g out the comparatively harmless humbug of particular
E%ré‘)”s is hardly exhibiting freedom on religious sub-

*0 I'. Daws—Pleased to hear from you again.
'V.G.—Next week.

| - S- Duckhns (Auckland N.Z.)—Pleased to learn the Free-

thinker is proving of so much use to the Cause in New
Zealand. Keep it up.

Mason.—YOU are misinformed. There is 110 question
whatever as to the legal right of a Secular Society to a
i'«quest, whether the Society is registered or unregistered.
t*fgﬁ House of Dords decision--in--the--Bowman case settled

question once and for all. As a matter of fact, be-
luests have been paid over to the Society by the Public
rustee. T'lie deeision in tAe Bowman case, in favour of
tle Seculgyr Society, Dimited, was the greatest legal vic-

tory Preethonght has ever won in an English Court of

haw.
Sabine-We already send the Freethinker to many

ul'e libraries, and shall be pleased to send it to the
rymc vo” name if it will accept the paper.

't Frccthinkcr” is_supplied to the trade’ on sale or
" "rn. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
~Nrted to this office.
‘c Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
T*treet, London, E.C.4.
&yNational Secular Society’s Office is at be Farringdon
Cet, London, E.C.4.
~en the services of the National Secular Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
plications should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.
1 Mann, giving as long notice as possible.
cfs for uterainrc should be sent to the Business Manager
\,le Pioneer Fress, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
j "<4"°t to the Editor.

notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London

List ~ Alc ~rs™ ”Nos™ on ~ues™ay’ or Ney no™ *»>

Frfends %ho send us newspapers would enhance the favour
¥ marking the passages to which they wish us to call
f atlention.
aiT 7°r t,e Editor of the " Freethinker” should bi
The >CSSe™ *0 61 Earringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
Freethinker" will "be forwarded direct from the pub-
q ‘‘ng office at the following rates (Home and Abroad):—
ne year, 15/.; half year 7/6; three months, 3/9

Sugar Plums.

iicarl® National .Secular .Society’s Conference is drawing
he = and we hope friends from all over the country will
Plj F'esent. Thc place of the Conference is Manchester,
the ~ col'ld not be a place more central for thc whole of
Wixtoollitry, and those who intend being present, and
.o hotel or other accommodation secured, should
Vite at . o |
once saying what it is they require.
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At the request of the Editor of Everyman, Mr. Cohen
has written two articles on “ The Psychology of the Idea
of God,” for that journal. The first article appeared in
the issue for April 25, the second will be published in
the issue for May 2.

The Secular Society, Limited has issued a new
edition of G. W. Foote's Bible and Beer. This has been
done specially with a view to the General election, and
should prove very useful for propaganda. The pamph-
let extends to forty pages, and is priced at twopence.
At least a thousand of our readers ought to send for
copies for distribution. Parcels of six copies and up-
ward will be sent post free. We hope to have the help
of many of our readers in getting this pamphlet into
circulation as quickly as possible.

The Bethnal Green Borough Council, predominantly
Liberal, lias decided to remove a number of Labour
papers from the Public Library, and also the Free-
thinker. This is a piece of impudent bigotry, and we
should be glad to hear from Freethinkers in the Borough
as to what can be done in the matter.

We notice that thc New York Courts have decide that
The Well of Loneliness is not obscene, and has restored
the work to circulation. What will “ Jix ” do now? It
is enough to make him resign his post, and for thc
policeman who acts as his literary adviser to throw up
his position in the force.  We imagine thc book will
now have a great sale in the States, thanks to “ Jix,”
and we are quite sure that the English visitors to
America, who quite agreed with the suppression of the
book here, will mostly return with a copy of the book
for themselves. And there is no law to prevent them
bringing in the book. The fact that a book is not per-
mitted to be sold, does not prohibit anyone possessing
copies of that book for their own use. At the time of
the trial there seemed to be an impression in some of thc
papers that thc police could seize copies of the book in
private collections.

We remember that during the war, when certain plays
and other things were suppressed, a notice was issued
that anyone retaining copies of these books were liable
to prosecution. On which we wrote to the authorities
specifying the copies we had invited them to seize
—if they dared. Of course, the notice was a piece of
bluff, and we heard 110 more of the matter.

The control of the wireless is not so rigid in the United
States as it is here, and a friend wrote us that Mr. Percy
Ward is broadcasting a series of addresses every Wed-
nesday afternoon at five o’clock (American central time),
and is also announcing liis own meetiugs in Chicago.
What a fit the clergy would have in this country if
anything approaching Fi'eethought was ever allowed to
be broadcast.

We are asked to announce that on Saturday, April
27, Mr. J. T. Brighton, of the Chestcr-le-Street Branch is
holding a discussion at Bearpark, on ‘‘Does the Christian
God Exist.” Mr. Brighton’s opponent is Mr. N. Lamb,
and thc proceeds from the discussion is to go in aid of
the Durham County Hospital.

Whatever religion may be in the ascendant, the influ-
ence of its ministers is invariably strengthened by a
long and dangerous war, tlie uncertainties of which per-
plex thc minds of men, and induce them, when natural
resources are failing, to call Ol thc supernatural for
help.  On such occasions the clergy rise in importance,
thc churches are more than wusually filled, and the
priest, putting himself forward as the exponent of the
wishes of God, assumes the language of authority, and
either comforts the people under their losses in a
righteous cause, or else explains to them that those
losses are sent as a visitation for their sins, and as a
warning that they have not been .sufficiently attentive to
their religions duties; in other words, that they have
neglected rites and ceremonies in thc performance of
which the priest himself has a personal interest.

Buckle’'s '* History of Civilisation.”
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The Roman Catholic Doctrine
of Obedience.

(Concluded from page 251.)

T his is the Jesuit conspiracy in every State, of which
every member of the Roman Catholic Church is an
aider and abetter. Let every Roman Catholic under-
stand that his membership in hi9 Church means that
he considers this world ought to be run absolutely by
priests, with an absolutist ruler at Rome. Any man
who thinks priests are fit for such a job is a fool.

The Catholic Emancipation Act in England was
granted on the distinct understanding from Roman
Catholics, that civilly and politically they were free
men. At the time they could make a case out for
themselves—if one gives them the credit for being
moderately honest. Forty years afterwards, those of
them who were left, and their descendants and con-
verts, surrendered their freedom to the Pope by
accepting the doctrine of Obedience. They deliber-
ately allowed themselves to be made slaves to a
foreigner, and in doing so broke the condition im-
plicit in the Act. They have therefore no right now
to citizen rights in England. They have proved
themselves unfit and unworthy of English freedom.
They are in fact undisguisedly enemies of English
freedom; and ought to be dealt with as such.

| promised to give chapter and verse showing that
the Infallibility business was leading on to a claim
that the Pope was divine. Feeble-minded dupes, be-
sotted with superstition are quite likely to take the
step, and the priests are not likely to discourage
them. “ Infallibility ” is something more than
normal human, and it i9 “ reasonable ” to think that
God would not impose absolute and abject obedience
to a mere man. The Pope (Pious 1X.) who had the
impudence (or was it lunacy?) to pronounce the
dogmas of Papal Infallibility and Obedience had also
enough diseased swelled head to give the dupes a
lead in the process of Papal deification. He was, as
might be expected, exceedingly and childishly garru-
lous. In a period of less than three years, he
delivered 292 Discourses, which were published under
his own supervision. They ran to over 1,100 pages.

They are published as “ a treasure,” *“ sublime,”
“ inspired,” “ divine ” (i. 1, 2, 3), The faithful
are to " receive as from the hands of angels this

Divine Volume of the Angelic Pio Nono” (p. 4) ‘‘the
most glorious and venerated among all the Popes ”
(p. 3) “ the portentous Father of all the nations " —
who, on p. g, is “ the living Christ;” and then “ the
Voice of God,” and on p. i gets his final promotion,
' he is God that condemns.” (The last two words
are characteristically Catholic. The priests base
their power on fear; the chief trait of their God is
that He condemns.) After such flights of fancy, it
is only to be expected that there will be some materi-
alistic wallowing, and we find references to the sacred
hands and feet of the Pope, etc.

Roman Catholic bishops, mitred abbots and car-
dinals wear a ring, which is the sign of Papal
authority. On due occasions the chattels must
humbly kneel down and Kkiss the ring in sign of
fealty and submission. Roman Catholic kings (c.g.,
the King of Spain) noblemen (c.g., certain English
Dukes, etc.) have to do a grovel just like the rest.
Nice healthy pastime, eh ? Splendid display of inde-
pendence and freedom, what? Fancy an English
Duke kneeling to an Italian or Irish bishop.

The chattels have not to have any opinions of
their own. They are told both what to believe and
what not to believe—especially the latter. That
beauty, Pious IX, issued a ‘' Syllabus ” of errors
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which were reproved, condemned, forbidden.
tically all liberal or democratic principles were
eluded. We mention a few out of the eighty 1c
of the Syllabus. 1

Nos. 1-3. These condemn liberty of speec! a
of the press. (In the Papal States, nothing con
printed but what the Vatican approved.) One o
foundation reasons for liberty of the utterance »
opinion is that human reason is the only or 1
arbitrator concerning what is true or false, gcxx
bad, and is competent to care for the benefit J**
and peoples—but this reason or principle the P
condemns and pronounces a curse against any 0
believing in it and acting on it. .

Nos. 5 and 36 condemn “ those who assign
the State the power of defining the civil rights an
power of the Church. In other words, the Pope sa) >
“ let him be cursed who says the State is above !
Church,” or (still another translation) let him e
cursed who does not agree that the Church is above
the State.

No. 15. “ Let him be cursed who says that every
man, guided by his own reason, is free to adopt any
religion he likes.”

No. 7. “ Let him be cursed who says that m
Catholic countries the free exercise of any other re
ligion may laudably be allowed.”

No. 45 and 47. “ Let him be cursed who hoUs
the State should have absolute control of education
without interference from the Church.

No. 24. “ Let him be cursed who says that the
Church has not the power (or right) to employ cX"
ternal pressure or any direct or indirect ternpora
force (i.e., let him be cursed who says the Churcn
has not the right to persecute.)”

No. 18. “ Let him be cursed who says that Pro'
testantisin is another form of the Christian religion-

No. 80. ‘‘Let him be cursed who says that the
Pope must conform and accommodate himself to pt°®'
gross, liberalism and modern civilization.”

The above propositions give some idea of the real
political principles of Roman Catholics. They show
that Roman Catholics are a conspiracy against all the
principles of freedom. If Roman Catholics call
themselves democrats they are hypocrites. If they
work or vote for liberalism, socialism, or anything
democratic, they do it with the ulterior motive of
getting to a position where they can betray and ruin
the principles they have temporarily adopted. As
soon as they can they will throw off the mask and
hand over the position to the priests. They arc
utterly untrustworthy. | suppose they salve their
consciences by putting the moral responsibility on
the Infallible Pope, the Infallible Church, the In-
fallible Priesthood. (You see how the word comes
in useful?) One wonders how far they would g°<
with Infallibility behind them, the Dogma of Obedi-
ence to make them uncritical of the morality of
orders, and excommunication on earth, and hell f°r
the hereafter, if they disobeyed—to say nothing of
their “ principle ” that the end justifies the means?
Who can doubt, in the light of their past history that
they would refrain from no blackguardism whatever ?
Why read history, unless its lessons are taken to
heart? Before the priests had completed their fabric
of dogma up to its present height, they were able to
get their chattels to do nearly any sort of dirty work-
in one direction only did they find some difficulty—
that of making them run counter to patriotism. When
the Popes issued orders that would make their ad-
herents renegrades and traitors, a big proportion
would refuse obedience. When, c.g., Roman Catho-
lic Spain, egged on and “ blessed ” by the Pope, at-
tacked England, and when the Pope ordered the Eng-
lish Roman Catholics to help .Spain, only a few did
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so. Why? because at that time it was no' part oi
Homan Catholic doctrine that the Pope was 1 '
or that he had a right to their absolute obedrence.
Consequently they fought like patrio s,
superstitious fear that they were in mor .1 >
tailing (if they were killed) condemnation to “re
But now it is different. The Pope has the dogma ir
black and white. If he orders them to act as
gadcs and traitors, then behaving as pano
one of two alternatives—either to believe 1C>

go to hell for it, or to throw over their relg -
"hulcr the new conditions, it is plain that ie P

tion of renegades would be much larger mn

old days. At this very moment Roman

Priests are playing a dastardly part in 1 c*'&’
their nefarious work is largely kept hidden r
English public by the renegade Roman Ca ro!
swarm in the London press—the same crew " 1

also managed to keep ns very ignorant o a
Southern Ireland. What the priests are d°mg_
Mexico and Ireland at this very' time is wia

would do anywhere else if they saw the chanc<C ,
11 chance seemed to promise opportunity o

worse still, they would behave worse still. How can
anyone of sense doubt it? R r-m-

How do other people argue otherwise. those
her somewhere reading an argument by °"c . «e

miserable Pope’s toadies calledl Anglo-Catholic»,

as MasS surely not hard to imagine that the Pope,
lie n' 1'lcst Placed individual in God’s Holy Catho
be djl|lfch’ Would be specially guided by God in all
and that therefore there was no difficulty
abgH{ imagining him, if not absolutely infallible, yet
to a certain extent not, shall we say, inspired, but m-
"enced in a special way to do God’s will. Oh the
noddering idiot! The vile thing is there to be seen
and known, its history is plain—and yet the fool
miagincs.” With a mangy cur in sight be “ im-
aKines ” a pet pOlll I<ct me givc something for your
"agination to get to work on, you miserable victim
superstition. First a fact—one of a countless
"umber of blackguard facts that arc in the bill against
, ¢ Papacy. | quote from Froude (History of Eng-
latd. vO0j. VII, p. 177.) One of your Holy and
Cod-guided Popes offered “ remission of sin to them
and their heirs, with annuities, honours, and promo*-
°”>t0 any cook, brewer, baker, vintner, physician,
Koecr, surgeon, or other, who would make away
Mth the Queen (of England) . . . and the Papal
"™atics in England began to weave their endless web
conspiracy—aiming, amidst a thousand variations
the heart of Queen Elizabeth.n
~Valiant Englishmen_saw to the safety of our Queen,
ba( fICro Sct- your imagination going—suppose they
be ai*ed.  Suppose the Queen, our Queen, had
foro* nssass'rated. What would have happened be-
"iant!h°ir’ our’ venfkance was glutted? Within a
il ’ Hrake and his sea dogs would have thundered
bici T'Ber» they would have hung the vile priest
Qu 1 as_Hainan, above his own altar, knocked his
kO, C' "'tt>a heap of ruins over him, blown most of
bon Ct0 to keep it company’, and on their journey
Spg-0 would have destroyed every port and ship of
"o« There's something for you to imagine !

C. R. Boyd Freeman.

SPRING.
Mindful of disaster past,
And shrinking at the northern blast,
the sleety storm returning still,
The morning lioar, the evening chill,
Reluctant comes the timid Spring.
Thomas Hafson.
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Correspondence.

SECULAR EDUCATION AND THE N.U.T.

Following our “ Views and Opinions,” of April 14. We
have received a letter from Mr. Capper, the mover
of the Amendment in favour of the abolition of
definite religious instruction in State-supported
schools, which we print with the deletion of a few
explanatory lines. Mr. Capper is quite correct in
assuming that all we had to go on when writing the
“ Views,” was the somewhat meagre newspaper re-
ports.

Sir,—1 have read your leading article in the Free-
thinker, for April 14, on “ Secular Education and the
N.U.T.” It appears from your article that you had
read only the scrappy report of my remarks, which
appeared in most of the newspapers.

Might | venture an explanation of the line | adopted
and a friendly criticism of your own attitude?

Firstly, the wording of the amendment was not my
own. | spent two days searching for a seconder, and
though numerous delegates expressed their sympathy
and support, none was prepared to second (a further
example of the power of religious bigotry mentioned in
your article). Finally—noblesse oblige—I had to re-
word my amendment.

Secondly, this highly controversial issue was raised
(as far as | could gather it had never before been raised
inside the N.U.T.) in public session, in the presence not
only of over 2000 delegates—head and assistant
teachers from all over the country—but of Directors of
Education, representatives of Local Education Authori-
ties, etc., the teachers’ employers, as well as of the
Press.

Whatever the wording of the amendment, | think my
speech, as well as the replies from the Executive mem-
bers, make it quite clear that | was moving in favour
of the complete removal of all forms of religious instruc-
tion from schools supported from public funds. Nor did
I suggest (as maintained by one of my opponents) that
contraeting-out of religious instruction should be re-
placed by eontracting-in! «

You might perhaps desire to reprint in your journal,

all or part of my speech as illustrating the point of view
of a large number of teachers on secular education.
.Should you do so, | would like you to indicate that I
am well aware of the weakness inherent in the attitude
I had to adopt at the Conference, and, particularly, that
I do not expect for a moment that secular education will
be achieved in this country without the bitterest opposi-
tion of the organized religious bodies. | emphasized the
last point, because one sentence of my speech, as re-
ported, would seem to indicate a belief that such opposi-
tion would not arise! | should state, however, that I
had to present my case inside twenty minutes with no
right of reply, in face of the platform’s heaviest gun-
fire.
Further, although my amendment was defeated by
an overwhelming majority,” my speech and that of
my seconder were very well received, even the platform
admitting in laudatory terms that a good case had been
made out for secular education. The Times Education
Supplement declares that this discussion was the best of
Conference. It has undoubtedly drawn the attention of
teachers all over the country, and serves as a useful be-
ginning in the campaign for secular education which
must be carried on henceforward among teachers.

I am in agreement with the general tenure of your
article. Your criticism of the N.U.T., that it is ap-
proaching the subject rather as a trade union than as a
body of citizens, is, however, faulty. My contention is
that there is no such division of interests. In the in-
terests of their own profession as well as in their inter-
ests as citizens, the N.U.T. representing 131,000 teachers
must, in the near future, adopt the secular solution.
The wholesale re-organization of the school system now
in progress, in particular, the amalgamation of depart-
ments and of whole schools, is bringing the whole pro-
fession face to face with the gigantic obstacles arising
from “ dual control ” and religion in schools.  Thi/.
tendency is reinforced by the developing offensive of the
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religious organizations on the status quo.
Executive was therefore correct in so far as it opposed
any change for the worse in the present position, but it
and Conference failed miserably to face up to their re-
sponsibilities by declaring in favour of secular education.
My speech made that perfectly clear, and | would refer
you to it for further points in this connexion.

The N.U.T. is not a trade union, as wc in the
Teachers’ Labour League realize only too well. Were it
a trade union, the fiunkyism of many of its leaders to
which you draw attention, would be far more easily com-
batted. In our view, indeed, the school and teacher will
only achieve freedom from religious, as from all other
forms of capitalist control, when the present social
system has been revolutionized and the teachers are or-
ganized together with the rest of the workers.

Might | suggest, finally, that the Secular Movement
it ignoring its most vital function so long as it fails to
organize among teachers, the educational workers, an
effective and powerful opposition to the status quo, an
opposition which will not fear to express its opinions
openly and boldly in favour of the removal of all forms
of religious instruction from the curricula of State
schools. D. Capper.

Secular Education at the Teachers’
Congress.
—» N —

The following is the speech of Mr. Capper, delivered in
support of his amendment, and to which reference is

made in his letter which appears in the preceding
column.
Mr. D. Capper (Gillingham) proposed, as an amend-

mcn, to add to the motion, the following words :—
Further, Conference expresses its opinion that definite
religious instruction, being the function of the organ-
ized religious bodies, should be removed from the

curricula of all schools supported by public funds.

He said he agreed whole-heartedly with the motion,
but the Executive had not taken the necessary logical
step which should follow. He did not desire to wound
the religious susceptibilities of any delegate or member
of the N.U.T.—the time had passed for that kind of
thing—but the time had come for teachers to attempt to
free themselves and their profession from out-of-date
obstacles to the unification of the profession as a whole.
(Cheers.) He welcomed the publicity which had recently
been given in the Schoolmaster and Woman Teacher’s
Chronicle to the problem which faced them in this con-
nexion. He referred, in particular, to an article by
“ Advena,” which contained in a headline the words
“ Too Much Parson,” and also to the guarded references
to the secular solution made in the Schoolmaster during
the last month. Reference had been made to the Cow-
per Temple clause. He wished to suggest that the free-
dom which seemed to be guaranteed to parents, teachers,
and children under that clause was not as real as it would
appear to be on the surface. In actual fact, that clause
simply gave a minority of the people the privilege of
appearing as rebels against a universally-accepted sys-
tem by withdrawing their children from the schools
during religious instruction, and allowing them to be
looked upon as peculiar and of being therefore penalized
by the rest of the children and the teachers in the school.
(“ No.”) He would put it this way : If instead of hav-
ing the present position of allowing people to contract
out of religious instruction in the school, they had a
position of allowing people to contract into religious in-
struction, and such instruction to be given only to the
children whose parents definitely signified in writing
that they desired such instruction, they would agree
that a tremendous outcry would be raised by the re-
ligious organizations; and yet it was clear that such a
proposal would give people generally more freedom than
at present. Therefore, in actual practice, although it
was claimed that full religious freedom was allowed, the
churches to some degree maintained control over the
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The N.U.T. |[mWn aU OHv cxcePtionally allowed such control to

seemed to him impossible to envisage the claim
"/ N iT-"xecu*™ve unless one took up boldly the
solution. (Cheers.) He doubted whether rpe{%
delegates realized the magnitude of the problerf1 0
Church schools. With the approach or reorganization
in the schools, it was becoming absolutely vital to edit’
cation and to the teaching profession that there should
be some unification of the present system. The Kent
Education Authority, in their record for the years 923"
28, although stating that they were working amicably
with the churches, pointed out that there were ex-
tremely serious difficulties in the way of reorganization
owing to the existence of large numbers of Church
school buildings in the area. According to the Board 0
Education figures for 1925-26 for England and Walcs>
fifty-five per cent of the total schools were maintained
by the various religious organizations, and of 180,000
elementary school teachers over 60,00 or one-third, were
subject to religious tests.

How 0l earth were they going to achieve the demand
put into the election address of tlicir Vice-President for
the abolition of religious tests for teachers unless they
pressed for the secular solution? He was not asking
for anything extreme or for something which had never
yet been adopted. In such countries as New Zealand
and France the secular solution had been in force f°r
many generations, and had proved satisfactory not only
to schoolmasters, but also to religious denominations
of every kind and sort. (“ No.”) He wanted to suf®
gest that the churches could not possibly come to
agreement as to the kind of religious syllabus to be P
vided, and lie maintained that the State had not a du >
to the population as a whole to provide religious insti‘fi¢*
tion of any kind. The experience of the past hundre”®
years had failed to solve the problem. It would be urg
that they should let sleeping dogs lie. How could tfi y
when they found the religious denominations wax' &
advances which they had to resist? (Cheers.)
could they when a third of the profession in the eleffle,
ary schools were still subject to religious tests? E -
N.U.T. stood for the abolition of religious tests, lie chab
lenged any member of the Executive or any delegate
tell him how it was going to be achieved without tj
secular solution. It would undoubtedly be said that h
was voicing the opinions of extremists in the N-U- ¢
but no less a set of respectable persons than Mr. Josep
Chamberlain, Mr. Morley, Mr. Gladstone, Sir
Campbell-Bannerman, Professor Findlay, and ;
Michael vSadler had said that the only logical solfitiOl
was the secular solution.

Buddha, the Atheist.

Buddha, the Atheist is the provocative, one might @
most say, the defiant, title of a little book published J
the Secular Society. Provocative and defiant it really 1’
because even at this late day there are quite a nfifi .
of pious people who, in their artless innocence, imagli”
that when they have fastened the label “ Atheist ' 1
anyone, they have held him up to the well-deserved
tempt and loathing of all decent, right-minded citiz011'
And there are also others, not quite so innocent, I}
more calculating in their malice, who know well
some of the best men that have ever lived have b«
“ Atheists,” whilst some of the worst were unifflp63”
able, fervent, and zealous believers in “ god but, "
order to create prejudice against everyone who docsl
belong to their particular sect, they imply in all tfic
words and ways, that to be an Atheist is to be soi»™
thing quite too deplorable for anything but pity 3.1
commiseration. .
Against all these, the artless as well as the cunning >
artful “ Upasaka,” the author of this sketch of )1
dhist beliefs, peals out the bugle blast of his challcng'0®
title; and he proceeds to show, as he has no difficulty 1
doing, that the founder of the most rational—to cvcU
intelligent man—the most appealing, and the _n0O"
widely spread, religion in the world, was an Atheist »
the old, simple sense that his teaching takes no accolll
of god or gods, and it remains perfectly valid wheth
there is one god, or a million, or none at all. He inakc-
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it clear that this “ Atheist ” propounded an exalted
ethic and philosophy, and a method of life whereby the
highest results of such ethic and philosophy may be
actually realized, without the slightest reference to what
any “ God ” or gods might be able to say or do.

This may be very disconcerting, even bewildering, to
innocent minds prone to imagine that exclusive rights in
all that is good and worthy is, as a matter of course,
Possessed by those who use the word “ God  most
Plentifully, and by no others. Yet the fact remains, as
" Upasaka ” states it, that the world’s best and noblest
son, the supreme flower of the human race in depth of
intellect, greatness of heart and nobility of life, Gotama
called the Buddha, finds in the gods only matter for
gentle jesting, deems them not worth the trouble of
serious polemic.

How one can ignore God and gods, and yet find good
reason to lead a life directed towards the highest ends,
Is Precisely what one may learn from *“ Upasaka’s
Pages, at least in outline; for the whole teaching of the
Hliddha can hardly be given in sixty pages of any book
however compressed. But the reader who wishes

know what exactly is the place which Got-
ania the Budha occupies among the religious
teachers of mankind, will find, in the necessaiil>
brief sections of this book, a reliable first guide to that
knowledge. Bearing in mind what “ Upasaka’ here
jells him, he can safely pass on to some of the other,
fuller books on the subject, and from them select wliat
further details lie desires concerning Buddhist teaching,
without being misled by the bias which many of them
betray in one direction or another—in some cases un-
consciously, but in others quite deliberately and of pur-
pose prepense.

For it constitutes a sad commentary on the honesty—
or lack of it—of our human species that, after maintaiu-
>ug for years the ethical inferiority of every other form
of religion but their own Western sort, when at last the
truth about Buddhist teaching can no longer be eflec-
“\ely concealed, some of the propagandists of the
western form of religion seek to patronize the Buddha
aill make out that he was only a rather good kind of
f’Tﬁ:hristian Christian 1

~ technical make-up of the brochure is excellent,
ty l.°cs credit to its producers, the Pioneer Press. The
p. .ls dear, the paper good, and it is bound in tough,
~N/~nt-like cardboard that will stand handling.
(Uj 'e Price, we may mention, is a shilling; and no Btid-
" w,Il grudge it for such an entirely satisfactory
Sood*”fer to send to quarters where it may do some
ter f'n rern°ving misapprehensions, and in arousing in-
ni .R, 11 the Dhamma it outlines so succinctly, yet so
Plal?ly and clearly.
ﬁr;(lf.rom Tin; Bwitish Buddhist, the Organ of the
,51 Maha Bodhi Society, November, 1928.)

Obituary.

Mr. Jack Fitzgeraid.

eln cause of intellectual freedom has lost a sturdy
1mpion in the passing of Mr. Jack Fitzgerald.
thyor the past thirty-five years, and practically up to

1ay of his death, Fitzgerald toiled untiringly to
oﬁa?hlna. ind from economic and intellectual bondage.
p'though an economic scholar of the first magnitude, it
Is for his work with others in laying bare the falsity of
Jpigion that Fitzgerald was most widely known to
tcethinkers in general. He was one of the founders of
1,10 .Socialist Party of Great Britain, and the pronounce-
ments of that organization on the subject of the rela-
.""ship between Socialism and religion has often

~'might forth the appreciation of many members of the

her'f 'fAon’ to Fitzgerald, besides being civilization’s iu-

mce of the ignorant savage, is an instrument of
rejjSs. °Ppression. In that light did Fitzgerald contest
to i"10n ab cvery step of the way. That social forces are
by n cxPbiincd only in terms of natural causation, not
i- le R°d idea, is part of the task which Fitzgerald set

to accomplish.
da, /"erald was cremated at Golders Green, on Men-
s, April 22. The funeral service was absolutely
"earist in character—P. Revnoi.ds.
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Correspondence.

Freethinker.”
A READER’'S COMMENTS.

Sir,—The facts given in “ Views and Opinions,” this
week, are very interesting. 1 suggest more about Mr.
Foote’'s achievements might be written up, for guidance
of future historians of the Movement.

“ Keridon’s " article was vastly interesting. Could
not he be persuaded to write more on the same topic,
with special reference to the discoveries of the psyeho-
analysists and the new psychology ?

I enjoyed The DiS7iial Science. 1 think the writer
might have recommended Eocke’s Conduct of the Human
Understandi7ig (Oxford Press). Perhaps he could say
something of this and of its value to Freethinkers.

D.P.vS.

To the Editor op the “

Society News.

LIVERPOOL BRANCH.

The Third Annual General Meeting of the members of
the new Liverpool Branch was held at 18 Colquitt Street,
Liverpool, on the 7th inst.

Proceedings were opened by Dr. C. H. R. Carmichael,
who gave a short address on “ Freethought and the Up-
bringing of the Child.”

The financial and secretarial reports presented to the
meeting, showed that the Branch had been very active
during the past year, but that the financial position was
only fairly good. Thanks were rendered to the small
band of enthusiasts who had been so energetic with the
outdoor work during last Summer. The Winter Session
had been very successful with its regular indoor meet-
ings, but had been handicapped by the Branch’s ina-
bility to hire the Picton Hall for special meetings.

The following officials were elected for the forthcom-
ing year: President, Mr. E. Egerton Stafford; Vice-
President, Mr. W. McKelvie; Secretary, Mr. S. R. A.
Ready; Assist.-Secretary, Mr. J. V. Shortt; Committee:
Mrs. p. Ready, Mrs. J. V. Shortt, Miss H. Wilson, Dr.
C. H. R. Carmichael, Messrs. G. Il. Casslles, A. Jack-
son and W. Wearing.

Motions dealing with revisions of Branch rules were
dealt with, and decisions given to commence the out-
door work as soon as possible after the 2Ist inst.

S.R.A.R.

NORTH LONDON BRANCH.

Though Dr. Dunlop was unavoidably prevented from
giving his lecture on “ The lllegal Operation,” members
had the good fortune to hear Mrs. Hornibrook give,
quite impromptu, one of the best addresses she has ever
given to the Branch. As usual, she was frank and out-
spoken, and her decided views on contraception, abor-
tion and sexual morality provoked a good discussion.

This was the last meeting of the session, and it is
pleasant to record it was well attended.—I1.C.

GLASGOW SECULAR SOCIETY.

The Annual Meeting, held on April 14, was better at-
tended than some in recent years. The report of propa-
ganda meetings in the Winter mouths was satisfactory,
attendances—except during the flu period— better than
previous years. The amount of controversy evoked at
most of the meetings showed that interest in Secularism
and Freethought was being sustained. Meetings had
been held in Paisley, Motherwell and at Shotts, the
last-named being, of course, in conjunction with the
Shotts Branch. Speakers have been provided for other
societies, where the principles the Secular Society stands
for has been laid down.

The financial report showed that the Society managed
to make ends meet.

Committee was appointed under the Presidency of Mr.
Il. MacEwan, the Secretary for the new session being
Mr. John C. MacKay, 88 Eastwood Avenue, Glasgow,

1E >
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There was a lengthy discussion oil future efforts,
especially the next winter campaign, during which the
Executive Committee heard the views of members who
are at other times silent. And so ended another year.
Let us hope that not all of the seed fell on stony ground.

E.H.

A Note on W. R. Cassells.
—> N —

Beyond the two notices given in their Dictionaries, by
J. M. Wheeler and Mr. J. McCabe, | have been unable to
find any biographical particulars of the author of Super-
natural Religion. Mr. McCabe does not mention the
fact recorded by Wheeler, that he was a nephew of Dr.
Pusey, which accounts, in some measure, for his wonder-
ful knowledge of Church literature. Nor does he men-
tion the Reply to Dr. Lightfoot (1889), which, to my
mind, disposes of that eminent churchman, thoroughly
and efficiently. For the rest, Casscls was a merchant
dealing mostly with India, and he became a member of
the Syndicate of Bombay University, and the Legisla-
tive Council of Bombay, in 1863. His most famous
work appeared in 1874-6. He was born in 1826, and
died a very active member of the R.P.A. in 1907. He
seems to have passed through all the stages from be-
liever to agnosticism, and | sincerely hope the R.P.A.
can be-induced to give 1ls another edition of the famous
work. | understand Mr. Robertson deals fully with it
in his latest History. H. Cutner-

THE EINSTEIN THEORY.

Even should the Roman Church elect to move back-
wards, politically, by a concordat with Fascism, the nou-
Catholie world is likely to go forward both politically
and intellectually.  While laymen can hardly be ex-
pected to follow the abstruse mathematical reasoning by
which Professor Einstein has added the “ Unitary Field
Theory ” to his “ Special ” and “ General ” theories of
Relativity, little imagination is required to perceive the
importance of his attempt to unify what are known as
the “ Field laws ” for gravitation and electro-magnetism.
By the ingenuity of mathematicians and physicists the
range of physical phenomena had been reduced to two
main systems—the electro-magnetic and the gravita-
tional. Einstein now shows reason to think that they
are combined in one system. Thus he advances the
philosophic conception of the Universe as consisting of
infinite diversity within an infinite unity. If lie brings
us no nearer to a solution of the problems of life and
of consciousness, he demonstrates at least the power of
trained human intelligences to penetrate more and more
deeply into the mystery of the Cosmos, and to discover
grounds for a not irrational faith that there is an under-
lying purpose in things. The efforts of both spirits to
grapple with these mysteries deserve our gratitude, for
only by such efforts can the frontiers of light be widened
and those of darkness be driven further back.

Review of Reviews.

Miscellaneous Advertisements.

SOUTH AFRICAN AGENCIES WANTED.

APABLE Commercial Traveller, taking up residence in
South Africa in September, would like to hear from
Manufacturers, etc., regarding agencies or sales manage-
ment. Thorough knowledge of Stationery business.—Box
S.A., Freethinker, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

ENTLEMAN ill buisiness requires bed-room, sitting-

room and light breakfast; South of London; within

20 minutes of Victoria; altitude at least 400 ft. above sea

level. Ten to fifteen minutes from station not objected to.—

Full particulars, Box H.H. 61, " Freethinker,” 6l Farring-
don, Street, London, E.C-4-

ADY, resident in Monmouthshire, desires companion,
who would also undertake cooking and household
duties. Household of two : husband and wife. Maid kept.
Wage £40 per annum.—Reply, Freethinker, Box C.P. 681,
6r Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

ITUATION WANTED, by old Sailor, age 54; active,

yachting or ashore; well educated; best references.
Can any Freethinker assist—Box W.H.S. 10, The “ Free-
Thinker,” 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

éruéthinkér
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4, by the first post on Tuesday, or they uiill not be

inserted.

LONDON.
INDOOR.

Hampstead Ethicai, Institute (The Studio Theatre, 59
Finchley Road, N.wW.8) : 11.15, Dr. C. W. Saleeby—" Tlie
Armour of Light.”

The Nox-Pouticai,
(The Orange Tree Hotel,
Annual General Meeting.

South Place Ethical Society (The London Institution

lheatrc, South Place, Moorgate, E.C.2) : u.o, C. B.
Joad, B.A.—‘ The Mind—Body Problem, with Particular

Reference to the Case for Survival.”
South London Ethical Society (Oliver Goldsmith School,
eckham Road, S.E.) : 7.0, Harry Snell, M.P.— What |
Saw in American ‘ Family Courts.””

Society
73>

Metropolitan Secular

Euston Road, NAV.i) :

OUTDOOR.

Fulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of Sh°rr° ]
Road, North End Road, Walham Green) : Every Satur 1
at 8 p.m. Speakers—Messrs. Campbell-Everden, Bryan >
Mathie and others.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common) :

Mr. G. Whitehead. Mr. Whitehead will also lecture cac®
evening, Tucsday-Saturday inclusive, at 8 p.m., at *' ~
Road, Camberwell Green (alternative meeting at LiverpO
Street, Camberwell Gate).

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 3-3>>

E. Betts and Mr. B. A. Le Maine. 6.30, Mr. A. II.
and Mr. Maurice Mnubrey. Every Wednesday at 7.30, J
James Hart. Every Friday, at 7.30, Mr. 1L A. Le Ma"IC
The Freethinker is on sale outside the Park at all our
meetings.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park, Hfinl
mersmith) : 3.30, Mr. R. G. Lennard.

COUNTRY.

INDOOR.
Chester-le-Street Branch N.S.S.—Saturday, April -T
llearpark Institute Hall. Debate—Subject : “ Does u'e

Christian God Exist.” Affir.. Mr. N. Lamb. Neg.: ™
JUO. T. Brighton. Chairman : Mr. J. Arnott. A collection
is to be taken in aid of Durham County Hospital Fundb5,
Commence 7.0 p.m. sharp.

Failsworth Secular Sunday School (Pole Lane) : 245
“ The General Strike and the Prayer Book,” 6.30, “ Free-
dom and Authority.”—Mr. Il. D. Dickson, M.A.

Newcastle-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. : 3.0 p.m., Members
Meeting at .Socialist Club, Arcade, Pilgrim Street.

OUTDOOR.

Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Meetings held in the Bull
Ring on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7 p.ra.

Glasgow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Kittoch Glen. Meet
at Mount Florida Car Terminus 12.0 prompt.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In. a Civilized Community there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (61 psges) of Birth Con-
trol Requisites and Books, send a i>id. stamp t@—

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.
(Established nearly Party Years.)
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LADIES WEAR |

Tasteful Styles, fault-
lessly cut, and made
up by experts. Our
Ladies’ Pattern Card
and handsome fashion
book, which will be
sent to you by return
of post, will tell you
all about these.

In the bargain way,
our 33/- ready to
wear Tweed Coats
take a lot of beating.
Ask for patterns and
styles of these.

MACCONNELL & MABE, LIMITED

m High Class Tailors

! New Street, Bakewell, Derbyshire

:b'— — ) —— —) ——

CHEST diseases

sP*cifi'cC a’Da®0 ac*s as regards Tuberculosis as a real

« Sechehaye in the “ Swiss Medical Review.l')

aPPear* to me to have a specific destructive influ-

Ass .x” ti>e Tubercle Bacilli in the same way that Quinine
1 MP°n Malaria.”

j (Dr. Grun in the King's Bench Division.)

- > ° u are suffering from any disease of the chest or lungs
»bout Ic or cardiac asthma excluded—ask your doctor
Chas 'nckaloabo, or send a post card for particulars of it to

Stev*ns- 204-206, Worple Road, Wimbledon, Lon-

1 WG wjjQpQy same tc ygu Free of Clhargo.
trOre  lirs> especially T.Bs., will see in the above few lines
»j .. y°nderful news than is to be found in many volumes
e same subject.

birth control
Successful “ANTIBION” System

t; I>actical treatise with clear anatomical descrip-
a) Is and diagrams. Latest medical information on

tuld® Ute'y sa e axl liyRieuic lines. Send stamped
AT envelope “for pamphlet issued by
*vHANA, 14 Fuiwood Place, London, W .C.i.

YOU WANT ONE.

N.S.S. BADGE.—A single Pansy flower,
size as shown ; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver. This emblem ha*
been the silent means of introducing many
kindred spirits. Brooch or Stud Fastening
Price gd., post free—From The General
Secretary, N.S.S.,62, Farringdon St., E.C.4

FREFI'HINKFR

Vi

The Secular Society, Ltd.

Company Limited hy Guarantee.

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon St., London, E.C.4.
Secretary : Mr. F. Mann.

This Society was formed in 1S9S to afford legal security to
the acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the
Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle that human
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not
upon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in this
world is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro-
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu-
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State,
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any
person, and to employ the same for any of the purposes of
the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings.

The Iiabilita/ of members is limited to (1,
Society should ever be wound up.

All who join the Society participate in the control of its
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly
provided in the Articles of Association that no member, as
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, cither
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year,
but are eligible for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in
their wills. The now historic decision of the House of Lords
in re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in
1927, a verbatim report of which may be obtained from its
publishers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes
it quite impossible to set aside such bequests.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—

I give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
the sum of £-— free from Legacy Duty, and | direct
that a receipt signed by two members of the Board of
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a
good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary
should be formally notified of such bequests, as wills some-
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, with full
particulars, will be sent on application to the Secretary,
Mr. F. Mann, 62 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

in case the

Pioneer Press Publications—

A GRAMMAR OF FREETIIOUGHT. By Chapman Cohen.
A Statement of the Case for Freethought, including a
Criticism of Fundamental Religious Doctrines. Cloth
Bound, 5s., postage jy(d.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK. By W e
Ball. For Freethinkers and” Inquiring Christians.
Edition. 2S. 6d., postage ayid.

GOD AND EVOLUTION. By Chapman Coiikn. A Straight-
forward Essay on the Question. 6d., postage id.

WHAT IS MORALITY? By George Whitehead. A Care-
ful Examination of the Basis of Morals from the Stand-
point of Evolution. 4d., postage id.

THE RELIGION OF FAMOUS MEN. (Second Edition.)
By Walter Mann. Price id., postage '/A.

RELIGION AND WOMEN. By George Whitehead. 6d.,
postage id.

MAN AND HIS GODS.
postage yid.

THE COMING OF THE SUPERMAN.
head. 2d., postage yid.

PRIESTCRAFT : A STUDY OF THE EXPLOITATION OF
THE RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT. By C. R. Boyd Free-
man. 6s., postage 3d.

MATERIALISM RE-STATED. By Chapman Cohen. A
clear and concise statement of one of the most important
issues in the history of Science and Philosophy.  Cloth
bound 2s. 6d., postage ayid.

G. W. Foote and W. P.
Fifth

By George Whitehead. 2d.,

By George White-

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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Now Ready.
I The Bible and Prohibition. (

—

BIBLE |

and \

BEER |

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.) i

o *

| By G. Ww.

FOOTE. I

A careful examinatio of the Relations of the
and Christian leaders to the Drink Question. *

Price TWOPENCE.

Tiib Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. j

i The Case for
Secular Education

J  (ssued by the Secular Education League.} ]

HIS booklet gives a concise history of the |
Secular Education controversy, with a
clear and temperate statement of the argu- I
ments in favour of the abolition of religious 1
teaching in all State-aided schools.
|

PRICE SEVENPENCE :
Postage id. |

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, EC.4. |

SPECIAL OFFER-
I — 1

) THE ETHIC OF FREETHOUGHT. By Karl Pear- 1
. »ON F.R.S.
I Published at 12/6. Price 4/6. Postage fid. »
A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM. By\
| “ Physicus ” (G. J. Romanes). |
. Price 3/6. Postage 4j4d.
I KAFIR SOCIALISM AND THE DAWN OF INDI- j
! VIDUALISM. By Dudley Kidd. |
i Published at 10/6. Price 3/-. Postage 6d. J

| The Pioneer Press, 61 Farriugdon Street, E-C.4. J

THE FREETHINKER

April 2S, 19-9

THE
“Hedthine” Booanat Trust
A Great Scheme for a Great Purpose

The Freethinker Endowment Trust was registered on
the 25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise
sum of not less than ¢8,000, which, by investment,
would vyield sufficient to cover the estimated annus*
loss incurred in the maintenance of the Freethinker.
The Trust is controlled and administered by are
Trustees, of which number the Editor of the Free-
thinker is one in virtue of his office. By the terms
of the Trust Deed the Trnstees are prohibited froll]
deriving anything from the Trust in the shape or
profit, emoluments, or payment, and in the event Ol
the Freethinker at any time, in the opinion of the
Trustees, rendering the Fund unnecessary, it m*y
brought to an end, and the capital sum "handed “ove
to the National Secular Society.

The Trustees set themselves the task of raising »
minimum sum of ¢8,000. This was accomplished™by
the end of December, 1927. At the suggestion o*
some of the larger subscribers, it has since been re-
solved_ to increase the Trust to a round 10,000, ana
there is every hope of this being done within a reason-
ably short time.

The Trust may be benefited by donations of cosh,
or shares already held, or by bequests. All contri-
butions will be acknowledged 'in the columns of this
{ournal, and may be sent to either the Editor, or to
he Secretary of ‘the Trust, Mr. H. Jessop, Hollyshavr,
Whitkirk, Nr. Leeds. Any further information con-
cerning the Trust will be supplied on application.

There is no need to say more about the Freethinker
itself, than that its invaluable service to the Free-
thought Cause is recognized and acknowledged by alb
It is the mouthpiece of militant Freethought in th>*
country, and places its columns, without charge, »*
the service of the movement.

_ The address of the Freethinker Endowment Trust
is 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

History of the Conflict
Between Religion and
Science

By Pro». J. W. DRAPER.

This is an unabridged edition of Draper’s great
work, of which the standard price is 7/6.

Cloth Bound. 396 Pages.

price 2/-. POSTAGE A'/id.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C-4-

»AE  Itd

220 pages of Wit apd Wisdom

BIBLE ROMANCES

By G. W. Foote

The Bible Romances is an illustration of G. W.
Foote at his best. It ia profound without being
dull, witty without being shallow; and ia as
indispensable to the Freethinker aa is the
Bible Handbook.

Price 2/6 Postage 3d.
Well printed and well bound.

The Pioneer Pres*, 61 Parringdon Street, E C.4

Printed and Published by The Lionelr Press (G. W. Foote and Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C-4-
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