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Views and Opinions.

ttluri<I Burke on Atheism.

* * * ?  Durke was unquestionably one of the fore- 
ailtj °* English statesmen of the eighteenth century, 
liis of what has recently been published in
^  was well deserved. But he was a profess- 
cer lristian, and he had, where religion was con- 
erej . c ’ tbc' drawback of his beliefs. It was to his 
'vEiel l̂at bc fought in favour of the Toleration Act 
isters ,^as intended to relieve Nonconformist min- 
the r<ir°In subscribing to certain of the Articles of 
brou Ulreh of England. One of the objections
la'W. against this measure was that if it became
Ull(l „ ^aeks on the belief in God might be made 
bf0. c°ver of Nonconformity. Had Burke been 
W e  ̂ UP 'n a more tolerant atmosphere, he might 
f\x. rePhed to such criticisms as did the Emperor 
°Ur,*StUS: ** Det the gods protect their own hon- 
deity Christians have never felt that their
poll 'Vas quite safe if completely removed from 
^a(]o Protection, and he took another line. He 
Athp- a fiuite irrelevant and vicious attack on the 

• Perhaps we ought not to blame him very 
ht for this, since, more than a hundred years 
th  ̂ ’ many Public men are still afraid to confess 
atta ,_e|yes Atheists, and shelter themselves from 
in r " by disowning the name. So what Burke said 

i’ y to the criticism offered, was : —  
j. . this danger is to be apprehended, if you are 
by y fcarful that Christianity will indirectly suffer 
dir Pherty, you have my free consent; go
CUi-fty  and by the straight way, and not by a cir- 

' ; • point your arms against these men who do 
a .Mischief you fear promoting; point your arms 
1)i]j’nst men . . . who by attacking even the possi- 
of -p °i revelation, arraign all the dispensations 
Se r°vidence to man. These are the wicked Dis- 
a£ra'CrS y°U ought to fear; these are the people 
law»-t whom you ought to aim the shaft of the 
terr’ tbese are the men to whom, arrayed in all the 
dt, ‘)r* of government, I would say, you shall not 
'tOuli US ’lbo brutes . . .  Against these men I 

d have laws arise in all their majesty of terrors

to fulminate such vain and impious wretches, and 
to awe them into impotence by the only dread they 
can fear or believe . . . The most horrid and cruel 
blow that can be offered to civil society is through 
Atheism. Do not promote diversity; when you 
have it, bear i t ; have as many sorts of religion as you 
find in your country ; there is a reasonable worship in 
them all. The others, the infidels or outlaws of the 
Constitution, not of this country, but of the human 
race—they are never, never to be supported, never 
to be tolerated.

Greater men than even Burke— Locke, for example 
— in the act of making a still more famous plea for 
toleration, thought also that no toleration should be 
given to Atheists, since they threatened the extirpa­
tion of human society, so that one ought to be toler­
ant in turn of Burke’s intolerance. Nor should it be 
forgotten that in substance, even though the 
language might be more guarded, probably half the 
clergy in the country would say the same thing to­
day.

*  *  *

The Drag of Religion.
In a completely uncivilized society, the members 

of which might believe that offence given to the 
tribal Joss would endanger the crops, or the health, 
or the general well-being of the tribe, one could 
appreciate this fulmination against Atheism and 
Atheists. Only, the savage would have shown in this 
direction so much more intelligence than Burke that 
he would never have dreamed of saying that disbelief 
in the gods would degrade men into brutes, or refer 
to Atheists as outlaws of the human race. He would 
have said, quite plainly and distinctly, that the objec­
tion to the Atheist was that God would not stop at 
punishing him, he would stop the food growing, or 
would send a plague, or bad weather, or put out the 
sun, and so punish the whole of the tribe. He would 
have taken up the same attitude towards the Atheist 
that we do towards the man who is afflicted with a 
dangerously infective disease. We segregate him, 
not because we have any ill-will towards him, but in 
the interests of the rest of the community. But to 
educated men at the close of the eighteenth century 
that attitude was hardly possible. At all events, a 
man such as Burke must have known that disbelief 
in God had no effect on the weather, or on the be­
ginning of an epidemic, or on the state of the crops. 
He knew too many unbelievers for that. And allowing 
for the action of the politician anxious to divert all 
possible opposition from the measure he had in hand, 
we have in Burke’s diatribe an instance of the truth 
that when the original reason for a religious attitude 
no longer obtains, something very much like down­
right blackguardism often takes its place. Somehow 
or the other the old taboos and the old prejudices 
must be retained; somehow or the other a justi­
fication for them must be found. The state of
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society no longer permits a reason for them in the 
shape of a restatement of the original belief. The 
only thing remaining is to make use of the more 
developed and the more enlightened social sense to 
keep them going. The Atheist degrades men into 
brutes, he saps the foundations of civil society—  
away with him. No one knows where Atheism has 
done these things, no one needs to point it out, since 
anyone who should ask such a question would him­
self be suspect. It is enough for the purpose that it 
is possible to conceal with a cloak of moral indigna­
tion a survival of pure savagery.

Our A nti-Sooial Religion.

The speech of Burke was delivered over a century 
and a quarter ago. Since then we have seen Noncon­
formists and Jews and Roman Catholics admitted to 
Parliament and given full legal protection in the ex­
ercise of their religious opinions. Atheists have 
also been admitted to Parliament, and to all the 
bodies mentioned nearly every office in the State is 
open. But the principle on which Burke based his 
extravagant opinion is far from dead. There are at 
least two living persons of distinction who in their 
own experience have realized that the English law 
still may express the opinion that Atheism puts one 
outside the pale of civilized usage. Mrs. Besant was 
forcibly deprived of the care and company of her 
child on the ground that, being an Atheist, she was 
unfit to have charge of its training. There was no 
suggestion that she was an “  immoral ”  woman, a 
loose-living woman, or that she would have been a 
careless mother. On the contrary, the fear was that 
she would have paid too much attention to the educa­
tion of her child. Had it been suggested that she 
might .have been careless of the child’s physical or 
mental or moral welfare, the judge might have said 
that no notice could be taken until the fault was 
actually committed. The sole ground of action was 
that she was an Atheist; that, therefore, she might 
train her child to be an Atheist, and that was against 
the interests of society.

The other example is that of Mr. Bertrand Russell. 
His father wished him to be brought up without 
superstition of any kind, and appointed by his will 
two Freethinkers to act as the boy’s guardians. But 
the courts set the will aside and he was educated in 
the Christian faith. Again, the underlying assump­
tion was that it was not in the interests of society 
that a child should grow up without religion. Any 
kind of religion would have done, no matter how 
stupid. As Burke said, “  have as many sorts of re­
ligion ”  as you find, any kind of superstition will 
do so long as you have one. When stupidity is 
established by law and sanctified by custom, it is a 
reflection on the rest of the community to display 
common sense. And there are the blasphemy laws, 
the root of which, however liberally they may be in­
terpreted and administered, is that the Atheist should 
be outlawed, completely if possible, but so far as the 
intelligence of the community will allow, in any case.

What Might Have Been Said,
Burke was speaking in vacuo. The world had 

had no experience of a Society of Atheists, and there­
fore could not point to it as an example. Such in­
dividual Atheists as had existed offered no ground 
whatever for any such declamation. Individually, 
they were certainly not worse behaved than Re­
ligionists. They were not more drunken, more 
sensual, more brutal than Christians. They did not 
fill the prisons nor make the administration of the 
poor law more costly. They were not worse hus­

bands, worse parents, or worse friends tha” 
Christians. In actual fact the balance was in tbeif 
favour. One could not call Burke’s outburst an «x' 
pression of opinion, for there were no facts on whjc 1 
an opinion could be based. It was sheer, primitive 
prejudice.

On the other hand, religious societies are actual 
historic facts. The consequences of religious belj 
on the family and on society generally are easily 
seen. Let us suppose that in reply to Burke so®e 
other member had risen and said : —

“  We are asked to extend the principle of tokr3 
• tion to yet another sect of Christians. But befo« 

doing so I warn members to reflect upon what haS 
been the history of Christian teachings. Society eS' 
ists by the mutual good fellowship and mutual w 
spect of its members. Any consideration that sap5 
these, saps the foundation of civil society. But, froin 
the very outset, the influence of the Christian relig10"
has been to set up dividing walls between meli'
Whenever and wherever one sect has not been stroUo 
enough to forcibly suppress others, the conseqUeDCIj 
has been internal anarchy, the denial in practice 0 
human fellowship, the prevention of that freedoiu
of intercourse which is to society what freedoc' of

exchange is to commerce. The religion we arc 1 j 
asked to extend has denied to men the right 
property in their own thoughts, and not con 
with the infliction of punishment in this world, 
feigned the existence of endless torments in s° 
other. Against these factious men I would h 
the civil laws rise in all their majesty of terr 
This religion has denied to mankind its natu^ 
birthright of goodness and virtue. It has sd 
face against family life by holding up celibacy ^ 
the highest ideal, and has placed the celibate a 
on a higher pedestal than the upright father ° 
family. It strikes at the peace of society by >ts 
tolerance, threatens the supremacy of the la'v ^ 
interposing between man and the community 
fiction of commands emanating from another w°r J
and has inflicted the most brutal of punisbn'c 
whenever this fiction has been called in quest1 ^ 
To these men I would say, you shall not degrade 
to a state even lower than that of the brutes - 
denying to human nature the feelings and capaclt ̂  
that are to be seen in some form in even 
animal world. The most horrid and cruel b . 
that can be offered to civil society is to encour - 
in its midst a system which denies to that soc1 , 
any value or any authority that may be u-'1'’ j 
upon the natural qualities of men and wome° ’ {̂ 
do not say this religion should be extirpated,

V
t be

have it and we must bear with it, but 1 warn > 
against extending the power and increasing 
privileges of a religion which has always sown l‘‘ 
seeds of hatred, dissension, ill-will, and persecUtlCy  
over which every government in the civilized W°f 
has at some time or another been compelled to e* 
cise control, and the different sects of which f •[ 
only live in outward amity so long as the clV̂  
power is strong enough and determined enough 
say with effect, ‘ Thus far and no further.’ ”

i-dt
If such a speech had been delivered, I wonder 
Burke could effectively have said in reply ?

Chapman

The Eje.

(From the German of Emil Rittershaus). 
T iie Human Soul—a world in little;

The World— a greater human soul; 
The Eye of Man—a radiant mirror,

That clear and true reflects the whole.

And as in every5 eye thou meetest 
The mirrored image of thine own, 

Such mortal sees his soul reflected,
In all the world himself alone.

C onstance
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Innocence Abroad.
All we now call supernormal is merely t e 

imperfectly understood, but destined to be unc t 
as knowledge widens.”—H. G. Wells.

“ To the solid ground
Of nature trusts the mind which builds for

Wordsworth.

ser-Ai,trough a Freethinker, I have a weakness for 
m°ns. Do not mistake me. It is not the theology 
Aat attracts, but the unconscious humour so often 
displayed by the preachers. The humorists who 
contribute to Punch have got into a genteel groove, 
and their jokes have been more or less the same for 
many years. The jesters of the Petit Journal pour 
'lrei have got into another kind of rut, and in con­

sequence their jokes may not always be printed  ̂ in 
English. The preachers, however, are an unfailingiaiitsi--?fon;
ha 
often

"tain of fun, and, none the worse, because the 
niour is unconscious. This kind of drollery is 
:eu infectious, like the window-card lettered 
hodgings for a Respectable Gentleman,” which isni-«!-*a quietari rcTninder that there is more than one type of 

M̂ a t .  Or, the notice of a “  Conservative Mass 
ln£ ” posted, inadvertentlv, on the side wall of

a cemetery.
hiirn̂ '3 Inorn'ng I started the day in a mighty good 
ile °Ur' ôr f read a sermon by the Rev. F. B. 
e!iyer- Ihe celebrated Baptist minister. This precious 
la S!°n was not meant to be funny, but it made me 
¡s ? a> a,1d each sentence increased the hilarity. This 
fell'0'7 ^rother Meyer lays the law down for his 
K0r°p Christians during the awful season of Lent. 
0j- mster is supposed to be the most solemn festival 

ae Christian Religion. Order, please, for hisfever,cnee :_

IV hen a man reaches middle life, if lie l>e wise lie 
Will get jjis physician to overhaul him. It may 
"avc him from a breakdown. No sane business man 
tan afford to omit his annual stock-taking, nor will 
a sea-captain fail to take his midday bearings. 
' 'niilarly, the men who drew the outlines of our 
rational life—men imbued with the noblest en- 

'Usiasm—felt that there should be, each spring-
tinn
havi

ei a six-weeks’ pause that each generation should 
'v  the opportunity of standing beneath the 

^crnal constellations, and of listening to that music 
the spheres which is too often drowned by dance 

‘"sic or the popular jazz.

* * * >  that plea for a “  six weeks’ pause ”  in 
ing C*n business life deeply interested me. For be- 
fiece'Uturally °f an indolent disposition, economic 
Thi«StUy has made me into a most industrious man.
lot:

"S has
Us-e not not, however, prevented my dreaming of

crai
to

So “ eat‘n£, and a land where it is always afternoon. 
“the'V̂ eU  ̂ read diat important people, such as 
‘flea ^ e.n wdl°  drew the outlines of our national life,” 
v0c imbued with the noblest enthusiasism,”  ad- 
ever a "  sin-weeks’ pause,”  I was with them 
"or  ̂ dm°> and all the time. Six weeks’ holiday', 
daysa Pahry half-day, but half a dozen Bank Holi- 
It s ’ toSether with the weeks joining them together, 

cined a noble idea, especially in front of a gen- 
c action, when political organizers are prepared 

"lai ay heavily for programmes to capture voters,
Fu *em£de-

i^'fdmrmore, this beautiful suggestion has relig- 
^"etion of the most venerable and respectable 

as Brother Meyer points out, Jesus 
off S did this thing himself. Actually knocked 
^Vre°rk ’ and sPent forty days in the wilderness. 

, s Precedent for you; superior even to patron- 
j . y royal persons or puffs from a newspaper.

"’as flVe ahvays wondered why the legendary Jesus 
rn°Te popular as a preacher than as a carpenter,
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but this forty days’ holiday dears up matters. No 
foreman carpenter would stand such treatment; in 
fact, one sturdy Trade Unionist, to whom I mentioned 
the affair, used language which is too lurid to repeat. 
The point of his objection was that its tendency 
would be to make life a ‘ ‘blooming beano,”  or words 
to a similar effect

Ah ! sad and strange that ideals get corrupted in 
a work-a-day world. Brother Meyer gets posi­
tively lyrical in bolstering this claim for a six weeks’ 
pause. vSoug-birds, he reminds us, “  cannot sing 
their sweetest notes until they reach their native 
woodlands.”  And the dictionary definition of 
“  woodland ”  is not precisely the same as that of 
“  wilderness,”  nor is there any mention in the Gos­
pels of the alleged music of the spheres, or, indeed, 
of any band at all.

But, soft awhile, as Shakespeare puts it. Who 
are these philanthropists who first advocated this 
“  forty-days’ pause ”  ? Who are the men “ who 
drew the outlines of our national l i f e ” ? These 
worthy fellows were priests, for no one else advo­
cated a forty-days’ pause in order to get men’s gold 
into their own paws. I knew there was a catch in it, 
that there was something too good in this idea of 
a lotus-land. But there is something comical in 
Brother Meyer describing these priests as men of 
the “  noblest enthusiasm,”  for he is a Nonconform­
ist, and would have had short shrift from these same 
priests for being a hard-shell Baptist. Their noble 
enthusiasm would have provoked them to bake 
Brother Meyer like a sucking-pig for the greater 
glory of their Church. Brother Meyer is in no 
danger to-day, but he need not throw flowers at men 
who do not deserve them, and never did deserve them.

Brother Meyer is attempting to “  out-Hcrod 
Herod.”  The fathers of the Christian Church, from 
whom these fantastic ideas emanated, were the finest 
band of lunatics that ever escaped an asylum. Neu­
rotic and tommyrotic, they sought to cheat men of 
their lives in the name of religion. They were as 
mad as those Eastern fanatics who stab themselves 
until they resemble human pin-cushions. Ordinary 
people cannot fast for forty days, and have their 
“  souls ”  spring-cleaned annually. To attempt such 
nonsense would land them in Colney Hatch or some 
similar institution for the ultra-pious.

Tiie clergy, State and Fancy alike, insist that Sun­
day is a sacred day, and there are fifty-two of them 
in a year. Here is Brother Meyer suggesting a ‘ ‘six- 
weeks’ pause ”  in addition, which means ninety- 
two days each year devoted to scraping one’s soul. 
This, mind you, happens in a Protestant country. 
Brother Meyer’s spiritual ideal is almost like that 
of Mexico, where every other day is a saint’s day, 
and ordinary work proceeds with difficulty at the 
point of a revolver.

Brother Meyer is a bigger optimist than the Bishop 
of London, and that is saying something. Suppose 
I took him seriously, and decided on a "  forty-days’ 
pause.”  The nearest “  wilderness ”  is Hyde Park, 
and that is filled with policemen and other exceed­
ingly worldly-minded folks. Regent’s Park is too 
near the Zoo and Madame Tussaud’s to be quite 
appropriate. If I journeyed to the alleged “  Holy 
Land ”  to find a suitable “  wilderness,”  by the time 
I got to my destination it would be time to make the 
return journey. It is too bad of Brother Meyer to 
“  keep the word of promise to the ear and break 
it to the hope.” To promise such things in a daily 
newspaper is asking for trouble. Some office boys 
attend Sunday school, and one of them might line 
up “ on the carpet ”  on Monday morning, and ask 
for six weeks’ holiday in order to “  follow his 
Saviour.”  The same paper which printed Brother
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Meyer’s sermon might have to record the murder of 
an innocent office boy.

John Milton, in his austere way, declared that 
“  presbyter was but priest writ large.”  It is only 
too true. Priests may dress differently, but they all 
go the same way home, Here is the Rev. F. B. 
Meyer, who is a Nonconformist, writing as if he 
were an ignorant Roman Catholic priest. Before 
Nonconformists became respectable, they never 
wrote in this strain. Indeed, the early Nonconfor­
mists were heretics, and were treated in the same 
cruel way as Freethinkers. Priests are not philan­
thropists; that pleasant pastime is always left to lay­
men, and outsiders. As landlords, priests are the 
most reactionary of their kind. As employers, they 
are models of everything they should not be, as 
choristers, organists, and teachers in Church Schools 
know to their sorrow. Dealing with them in most 
cases is like dining with a man who wants all the pud­
ding and two spoons. If priests wish men to have 
more holydays, it is in order that men shall attend 
church and contribute towards the support of the 
clerical caste. It is never done with the' intention 
of increasing the sum of human happiness. They 
almost invariably act like the selfish boy with an 
apple, who, when his younger brother asked him for 
the core, replied : “  Get o u t! There ain’t going to 
be no core.”  M i m n e r m u s .

Religious Fanaticism.

(Continued from page 149.)
A merica, in fact, became a dumping ground for all 
the religious cranks who were pitchforked out of 
Europe. And really, many of their ideas were so 
outrageous and even anti-social, that we cannot be 
surprised at some of them being exiled for their 
countries’ good. Their proceedings, in several cases, 
could not be tolerated b}' the civil authorities even in 
America.

In reading Protestant accounts of the early “  Pil­
grim Fathers ”  who landed in America, we learn a 
lot about the Independents or Congregationalists, and 
the Quakers and Moravians, but they generally pre­
serve a discreet silence, or pass hurriedly over, the 
more freakish, and sometimes scandalous sects that 
arrived both before and after the above-mentioned. 
Mrs. Strachey gives a very condensed account of a 
very few of the more prominent of these extraor­
dinary sects and their deluded followers, of which 
we offer a few samples.

About 1719, the Schwenfeldians arrived from Den­
mark, and the Dunkers, or Tunkers, from Germany; 
like the Mennonites and Moravians, they settled in 
Pennsylvania. In 1804, shiploads of Rappites arrived, 
followers of George Rapp. They believed that the 
Second Coming of Christ would occur before the 
death of their leader. George Rapp himself was con­
vinced of it; for on his deathbed, he declared that if 
he did not know different, he would think his “  last 
moments had come.”  They had, and with his death 
the community began slowly to decline.

Another party of German peasants, named Separa­
tists, and led by Joseph Bimeler, arrived in 1817. 
This sect had been founded by a servant girl, Bar­
bara Grubermann, who had received divine revela­
tions while in a state of trance. They were a celibate 
community when they arrived, but had to modify 
their views on this point for the sole purpose of pro­
ducing children to recruit their numbers. But it was 
found that when the children grew up it was impos­
sible to keep them from the contamination of the 
outer world; and we are told : “  Bicycles completed 
the emancipation of the younger members, and they

rode away, leaving only the old people to caro' 
the old faith; and in 1898 the community was, ’) 
agreement, brought to an end.” 1

The next to arrive, in 1842, wras the A®30* 
Society, or the Colony of True Inspiration. Tho
settled at a village they named Ebenezer, 
Buffalo. They believed, with the early Fathers

neat 
of the

Church, that there was something peculiarly sin11 
in the female sex : “  F ly from the society of woman 
kind as much as possible,”  one of their precepts ra[|j 
"  as a very dangerous and magical fire.”  They s ‘ 
numbered 1,200 in 1908.

These were followed, in the middle years of 1 
nineteenth century, by the Bethel and Aurora Co® 
munities, “  founded by a Doctor Kiel; who claim0“ 
be the First Witness mentioned in the Book of Rc' c 
lation— a book which has provided a happy hunt» 
ground for innumerable cranks, humbugs, and m®1̂  
ally unbalanced people— and who was joined by S® 
groups of poor and very dirty children.”  (p- tt,°' 
These communities came to an end in 1881. •

In 1846, the Bishop Hill Community, founded v 
Eric Janson, in Sweden, in 1830, arrived in Amer®*’ 
They believed Janson to be a reincarnation of Ch»^ 
and expected him to build the New Jerusalem a’1 
reign over it for ever. Whether he would have d®1 
so we do not know, as he was unfortunately Illl!ij 
dered in 1850, during a quarrel between a hush»» 
who wished to leave the community, and a wife »' 
wished to remain. ^

In 1862, a group arrived from Southern Russia a» 
founded three small colonies called Bruderhof C“111 
munities; but with their arrival the influx of f°re>̂ 0 
sects came to an end, for toleration was extendi».? 1 
Europe, and therefore there was no necessity to 
for liberty elsewhere.

All these sects „  , ____  0
speaking, and remained foreign, and therefore ff3'11̂  
few adherents among the greater population of F»* 
hsh speaking inhabitants; and when their ehilT' 
grew up and came in contact with the outer world,1 ’ 
result was not the conversion of the English SPeâ !  
people, but the decay of the foreign faith. _ |
American Fundamentalists of to-day are the 1»’^  
descendants of the English Puritan sects who »e 
from England in the fifteenth and sixteenth cent»1'’1'’

were foreign, mostly Gcr»1̂

un­
ii

Oil

They have maintained their faith in the Bible 
changed. The stronghold of Fundamentalism 
in the Middle-West, among the great farming P°C. 
lation, the “  Bible Belt,”  as it is contempt»01'5 J 
called by their more enlightened countrymen.

Mr. J. A. Spender, in his interesting book, T  
America of To-day, says that in “ the M iddle-^5 
you are in the ‘ real America.’ In this region y 
are out of the ‘ melting-pot ’ and among people " 
claim with pride to be of pure New-English desc®̂ ' 
which means for the most part of old-English bl°°l j 
Yorkshire is, I am persuaded, the spiritual home 3 
large numbers of them.” (p. 39.) Our Press »'"^ 
great fun of the Fundamentalists, but as the s;1,Ilj 
writer points o u t: “  The air of America in g°»cf. e 
to the Middle-West is that of the Londoner to t 
provinces, only more so. The Middle-Westerncf ’ 
supposed to be out of the swim, a Babbitt, a r°»#
uncultivated person who barely understands tli°

language of polite society.”  (p. 42.) We must rCf 
member that they form a scattered population °v<j 
immense tracts of farm land and, for the most P3̂  
lead lives of hard and unremitting toil from daW» 
dusk. And moreover as Mr. Spender points out: 

To a large number of Americans the Anglican c°̂ „ 
troversy about the revised prayer-book and the , 
served sacraments seems as remote from reality

1 Ray Strachey : Religious Fanaticism, (p. 38.)
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tl'e Fundamentalist controversy does to the majority 
°f Englishmen. The American who takes his stand 
°u the authority of the Bible probably thinks him­
self more emancipated than the Anglican who stands 
°u the authority of liis Church. The difference be­
tween the two countries is that, whereas only a small 
minority of Englishmen take an active interest in 
these controversies, there are large parts of America 
in which immense number of Americans think them 

vital importance. And in America these are not 
kept within bounds by that nucleus of leisurely, 
reading and thinking people who, in England, have 
kept pace with modern speculations and insensibly 
brought the general level of opinion up to them.
lu lar 
theol

rge parts of America the scientific 
uieoiogy has had gradually to adjust - thev
land S  unknown o, M novel and d a n g e rs  « ' t e ,
seemed to the orthodox English in der . The
seventies of the last century. (J- A. v p 
America of To-day. p. 127O

As he further observes, all their encr^  , 
fought is absorbed in the practical and material 
business of life, and they obcdiently accep M  c1 
f *  opinions from authority, which enlightene 
Pe°Ple had discarded fifty years ago. Manjj>

(To be concluded.)

The Black International.
Y ---- ---------*
1 b begin by referring to Karl Marx, I hope 0111 

hful Editor will not start reaching for his blue- 
, nc*l. It is not my intention to discuss Socialism,

u’atchfl:

but to
" n . r(jfer to Marx’s teaching known as the 
ejjpla.eriuhst basis of history.”  These words almost 

bis thesis, namely, that all the great, out- 
t h e i r cvents in history are effects which have 
theor °rii?in in material, or economic, causes. This 
<]trj-y bas met with much opposition, and some 

n‘ hut. without professing to a thorough
ong'^bge of “  Marxism,”  I fancy that this is the 

Ue,

, - — -k'XUl j A lUUCJ CliCll. UllO WO-

time Cnc*- Marx that has best stood the test of 
iu b. Assuming, at any rate, that Marx was right 
bght S i>articular, I wish to examine briefly in the 
C°U °* this doctrine the recent growth in this 
ev0r ry °f the Roman Catholic Church. For, what- 
Uo thUlay ' ,e the case of other countries, I think that 
Hot i, Û btful observer can deny that in influence, if 

!1Urtlbcrs> that Church has made considerable 
befo ^Gre *n bbe hist quarter of a century. 

devot̂ 10 loafing with my main subject, let me 
view f1 êw words to the criticism of the materialist 
to paj° history. I imagine that the chief objection 
think VlCw arises from the innate desire of man to 
oil thc'Vc11 of himself. While ever-ready to secure 
fee) material advantages that he can, he likes to 
shares .he above such desires, desires which he 
to fe , ™ h  the brute creation. In a word, he likes 
to Cre soulful.”  This wish to be thought superior 

Ure c°nifort is pathetic and not wholly to be 
With th® new psychology has familiarized 11s
Pogr lany similar examples of man’s desire to ap- 
caliin le t° himself. It is a natural phenomenon 

0,by for our understanding, with perhaps an 
Point tQ Slnbe, but this understanding will certainly 
Plat«.,.; underlying cause of the objection to the

, C S ic vie.vv:
b’storv" .1 Unwillingncss to accept Marx’s view on 
°̂ok should be attributed to this romantic out-

karU . blr. H. G. Wells is a romancer— it is his 
at T

lie

1 vj. vv '
ke. t j>Ut b doubt if he can fairly be called a roman
bis acjnd had a scientific training at least. In
biitisolf1-1̂ 0 Mil me of History, he has expressed
View ./ .V ig o ro u s  terms contrary to this materialist 

Tr0 . bstoty. He instances the case of the siege 
■ Rather a legendary and obscure example

165'

to choose out of all history one would think, but let 
it pass. Eet us assume that Homer’s poem repre­
sents historic actuality. Mr. Wells pooh-poohs the 
idea that Troy was sacked about half a dozen times 
because that city was in a key position on the main 
trade route between Europe and Asia. He says that 
probably the Greeks attacked the Trojans because 
they were thoroughly annoyed at the kidnapping of 

| their women, including the fair Helen. But if all 
I this is true (and why should one doubt it?) the one 

fact does not preclude the other; and surely, in those 
days, women and slaves— much the same thing— had 
a great economic value. Slave-raiding is certainly 
an economic event.

Even when it is claimed that the cause of war is 
non-materialist— the Crusades are often urged as an 
example of this— it can be shown that within a brief 
period a material objective has soon ousted the 11011- 
material aim. The late war is a standing example 
of this, and it is so patent, that here I need go into 
no detail. But returning to the Crusades, and again 
accepting, for the sake of argument, their idealistic 
aim, the recovery by Christendom of the Holy 
Sepulchre, it is to be doubted if the dispossessed By­
zantine emperor regarded the western hordes com­
fortably and apparently permanently settled in Con­
stantinople during one of them as animated by a pure 
idealism.

With sheer hypocrisy, or the conscious alleging of 
an idealistic aim for a material purpose, also, I will 
not deal. The history of mankind, on whatever 
theory it is based, has taught us to expect that, so, 
just reminding ourselves of it, we pass on.

Since the close of the eighteenth century, as 
everyone knows, the national economy of these 
islands has undergone a complete change. During 
all the centuries prior to the nineteenth, trade was 
primarily a matter of the exchange of commodities 
between town and country. With the advent of the 
mechanical revolution in the nineteenth century, this 
time-honoured rhythm between town and country 
was largely superseded in Great Britain, although, 
of course, not entirely abolished. Agriculture began 
its long decline into its present shrivelled state. The 
peasants flocked into the towns and became factory- 
hands. As each countryman deserted his village the 
home market for the products of the towns con­
tracted. At the same time the new machines and 
the new town workers (the ex-countrymen) multi­
plied town production ten-fold The market for 
this expanded town industry had to be found abroad, 
if anywhere. This is indeed what happened : Great 
Britain became the “  workshop of the world,”  a 
position not seriously challenged to the end of the 
nineteenth century. John Bull had come to depend 
for his livelihood on foreign trade.

Now let ns consider what qualities are required in 
dealing with new, i.e., strange, customers, and, more­
over, customers drawn from all quarters of the world. 
These new customers of John Bull, the merchant, 
were of all races, religions, and customs; all stages of 
culture; ranging from the savage trading his ivory 
for beads and brandy, to the Swiss buying loco­
motives with ribbons. It is obvious that the quality, 
par excellence, required of the merchant is tolerance 
of his customers’ tastes and beliefs. Not his to con­
cern himself in his customers’ religion : Jehovah and 
Juggernaut, Ju-Ju and Jos, are all one to him. This 
makes for liberalism in the salesman’s psychology, 
and the nineteenth century was characterized in this 
country by a merchanting commerce in economics 
and liberalism (in the widest sense) in politics and 
religion.

Time has moved on into the twentieth century and 
the Great War has taken place. The Victorian iner-
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chant has become the present-day “  Captain of In­
dustry,”  the director of vast trusts and combines, the 
Lords Melchctts, Ashfields and Leverhulmes of our 
time. The great industrialist is the man of the 
present century. The old-fashioned “ merchanting” 
London Chamber of Commerce is very small beer be­
side the great new “  industrialist ”  Federation of 
British Industries.

D ’autrcs temps, d ’autres mcenrs, or, as an English 
poet has it, “  New occasions need new duties.”  The 
problem of the present-day director of “  Big Busi­
ness ”  varies not only in degree but in kind from the 
Victorian merchant. He has, of course, his markets 
to consider, but these have often been settled by 
selling agreements between large combines. The 
main problem of the new industrialist is production—  
mass production. Mass production spells standard­
ized production. Standardized production involves 
labour problems. The labourer engaged in ¡stan­
dardized work suffers from boredom; being bored he 
is joyless; joyless he is unhappy; unhappy he is dis­
contented, and prone to revolt against his working 
conditions. But mass production cannot face the 
dislocation of the slightest “  labour unrest ” ; the 
machine must work smoothly, or not at all. There­
fore the directors of large scale industry seek above 
all things, “  docile ”  labour, and all their energies 
are directed to disciplining and regimentation. The 
very phrase, “  Captains of Industry,”  self-given, 
gives us a clue to this concept.

At long last we return to our muttons, the Roman 
Catholic Church in Great Britain. I have altogether- 
failed in my argument if I have not led my reader 
on to the point where he makes the deduction I 
would wish him to make. The captain of industry 
in his search for all those agents that will keep his 
labour force contented, or, at least, docile, must, 
assuredly, find in Christianity, and especially in its 
oldest, most authoritarian, branch, the greatest 
agent for his purpose. I need not quote here those 
biblical tf'xts and priestly precepts which counsel, 
nay, command servants to obey their masters, nor 
those specifying the rewards, not here at the industrial 
directors’ expense, but in a future life, that the sub­
missive labourer will receive. In a word, to head 
off the Red International, the directors of our present- 
day national economy must, willy-nilly, back the 
Black International. But at the words Red Inter­
national, the blue-pencil is again in agitation, so I 
must hastily drop my pen.

B a yar d  S im m o n s.

Acid Drops.

There is a thoroughness in the censorship of books in 
Tralee. This downrightness is calculated to leave our 
own Home .Secretary breathless— and jealous. Accord­
ing to the Irish Statesman, books coming under the ban 
are as follows : Renan’s Life of Christ, Maeterlinck’s 
Treasure of the Humble, and Wisdom and Destiny, all 
Synge’s plays, all W. B. Yeats’ works, Ouida’s Two 
Little Wooden Shoes, Herbert Spencer’s Sociology, 
Meyer's Human Personality, Darwin’s Origin of Species, 
Wells’s Modern Utopia, Byron’s Poetical Works, Stout’s 
Manual of Psychology, and Conan Doyle’s Coming of the 
I'airics. Readers of Voltaire will remember his caustic 
quotation from a Gallic author, after he had given a 
catalogue of Constantine’s butcheries, “  he loved to 
make a clear house.” This is pretty good going, and 
the Irish Statesman very logically states “  The inference 
we draw from the censoring of books in Galway and 
Kerry is that thinking is undesirable.”  We make a 
present of this Acid Drop to all those who counsel us 
to leave religion alone; the sottish ignorance of the 
meddling priest under orders from Rome can be plainly 
seen at work, Catholicism can only be perpetuated, :

given an atmosphere of ignorance and fear; when the- 
two conditions are absent, the flummeries of dressing | b 
bowing and scraping, cake eating and blood driuK* » 
in war phraseology “  go west.”  And the chief Pe 
formers know it.

There is a- world-wide hunger for education, and the 
Bishop of Salisbury thinks that therefore the Chare 
have wonderful opportunities. What, he asks, is 
Churches duty in this matter? Obviously, says l>e’ 
accept and welcome the desire for education, but also  ̂
see that it is turned in the right direction. There 
several inferences to be made from the Bishop’s st<j  ̂
ments. One is that the Churches have little or notl-j'F 
to do with creating the desire for education. A” 0 
is, that the Churches are unable to check the desire» 
tliej- will try to make the best of it—by nobbling n> - 
doping it so that it is harmless to Christian faith- • 
fortunately for the Churches, knowledge cannot _ 
“  turned in the right direction ”  so easily nowadO” 
since the power of the Churches to suppress and 1 
knowledge has been taken from them.

The Bishop is very grateful to the Colonial Office ^  
taking an entirely Christian course in the matter 
education. The Colonial Office has an Advisory 0° j 
mittee 011 which the missionaries are strongly 3 
definitely represented. No wonder the Bishop sends 
prayers of gratitude 1 He caii be sure the “  ea" .fl 
tion ”  dispensed by the Colonial Office will be turned 
a direction helpful to the Churches.

“ Religious education,” said the Times educating 
supplement recently, “  is part of the essence of all 
cation, and it is certainly not a less important pa”  » 
the curriculum in provided elementary schools, cem 
schools, and all types of secondary schools than it 
the voluntary schools.”  The New Chronicle (a Suin'3- 
school weekly) adds :—

But the public day school neither can nor should bc  ̂
qnired to do the work of the Sunday School, the CluR t 
and the home. The syllabus of religious instruc'^ 
upon which it is found possible for the Churches 
agree affords a sound basis in weekday teaching f°r .|V 
further education in faith and conduct which specif*03 
religions organizations are constituted to give.

A • ,The unfair fact that this religious instruction >n f? 
schools has to be paid for by a majority of ratepa)Lt 
who, by no means, can be called Christians, ^°eS.  ̂
worry our contemporary. With the squint-eyed vl  ̂
of a Christian it can only take in the fact that the SĈ 0!L 
ought to be used for manufacturing little clients f°>r 
Churches.

Ilil̂A well-known architect, Mr. Page L. Dickinson, 
in his book The Dublin of Yesterday, recorded a P ( 
nomenon well known to Freethinkers, who do not acc ■ t 
all the rosy stories circulated by reverend gentry
their own business. It is encouraging to see 
authors are beginning to notice the elementary truth 
Frecthought. Perhaps the writer could have ai
Liverpool, with qualifications, to his collection in 
following:—  a

Dublin to-day can only be compared to the ban'0 
cities of Spain. It has amazing features in its moral a 
social life. Where nre there two cathedrals and 
universities and such broad acres of slums found 
so small an area ? Where else, outside Spain, do Pe°\< 
talk and talk of politics while their half-ru ined 0 
rapidly disintegrates ?

Miss Christabel Pankhurst has
(IFa book Seeing * 

Future, which perhaps is as good a title as "  Heflr! '
the Past.”  A reviewer, in noticing her work, S'tat«’
-be says “  seeing is believing, and hence the absuB1,-. 
of a conflict between science and religion.” This 
tall-marked reasoning which is a gift acquired by c . 

stant practice in the use of Christian metaphysics. 
may suggest that the world of bluster and bra'v' ^ 
over “ Votes for Women ” was too hard for her, and
lias reached that age, described by Byron, “ when t«1ef
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turn good.” In passing, and as an ironic ^
day of compulsory voting may not be far ’ -t  -s
then tlie political world may be seen or 
worth.

because it is undirected.” Change the word undirected 
into misdirected, and the statement may serve to explain 
why a certain kind of pious people delight in revival 
meetings.

The Book of Revelation, says a reviewer, has many 
’"terpreters, and those who regard it as a prophecy of 
t,le history of the world, to which they have the key, 
are often voluminous rather than convincing. This is 
aPropos of a book called The Unveiling, which the re- 
'lewer says is “ an exposition in more than 600 pages 
o{ one short chapter.” The attitude of the author is ex­
pressed thus :—

With the aid of the Book of Revelation all human his­
tory may yet be reduced to an exact science.

V̂ell, assuming the author’s view of the Book of Revela­
tion is correct—that Revelation states what has happened 
a”d what will happen to the nations of the world—every- 
""»g in the world, good or bad, has been fore-ordained 
by God. In other words, “  what is to be will be,” and 
’nen of affairs are merely passive instruments of God. If 

be the ease, what value is the Book of Revelation. 
A11 that men can do is to. “ wait and see” ; they can do 
»»thing to alter events. Therefore, if the Book had never 
Peca written no one would be worse off. Incidentally, 
We wonder how the Protestant believers in this Revela­
ron twaddle manage to square their beliefs with the 

Christian "  free-will ”  doctrine.

We see that the Pope is to have three motor cars and 
a garage capable of holding twenty. There must be a 
<Atch in this “  following Jesus ”  business somewhere, 
“at if Mr. Hilaire Belloc trusts what the Romish Church 
caches, and trusts her more than he does the evidence of 
115 senses, what chance of seeing it is there for those 
ower down in the intellectual order of blind followers .

e pause for three thousand years for a reply.

There does not appear to be much religious guff about 
jTesi(W tt — . ■ ’ ’
Wi
»latte

cs'dent Hoover’s inaugural address. He spoke about 
,̂ ritlg tariff walls, from which we assume that such

rs as the kingdom of heaven can wait.

ln̂ ,Veral. Peers in the House of Lords forced the Govem- 
tl r *° ' 'm'b the powers of the Ministry of Health under 
»’ill <0ca\Government Bill. We trust that their activities 
jQV continue, and eventually affect the complex of Sir 
c ^ - H i c t a .  who thinks we are living in the twelfth

^perplexities of Faith is the speciality of the Rev. H. C. 
pjr(,tr in a religious weekly. As regards the Virgin 
Mar,!’ t̂r. Carter lias been asked why Matthew and 
sin sk°uld carefully trace out the ancestry of Joseph, 
'»nr Was no“ ^,e father of Jesus. Surely, says the 
I'lan'J61"' “hey should have concerned themselves about 
»Po |S< Kcneal°gy- Mary was told that her son would sit 
Slit*1 ' throne of his father David,”  says Mr. Carter, 
trib 3S t“le re 's a suggestion that Mary belonged to the 
it Re °* I-evi, and as Joseph was not the father of Jesus, 

impossible to reconcile this with the promise 
pe Mary. Mr. Carter thinks the whole matter very 

and he gives it up as a bad job. Mr. Carter

c Personally, I do not think the Virgin Birth of Jesus 
j.an ever be proved by historical testimony. If we be- 

Ve in it, it will be on philosophical and religious 
s °unds which add probability, in our minds, to what 

mains insufficiently attested bv historical evidence
alone.

tbâ  ' 'g 'n Birth fairy-tale is only one of many puerilities 
enCr re“'gf°n has set men wasting time and mental 
l i k ® °v’er. Religion has much to answer for. We 
d°»bt Jn ' a““er portion of Mr. Carter’s statement. Un- 
c°ni one could never believe in a Virgin Birth on 
doubt,1,0nsen^  and logical grounds. But no one would 
Woum ““'a*- Christian philosophy and Christian religion 

furnish ample grounds for believing in i t !

" j i v i n g  for excitement,”  says Dr G. H. Green, 
Crely tlje creative urge wasting itself wantonly

What a lot of up-to-date people are engaged on some 
of our newspapers! Take the following from the Sun­
day Chronicle of February 24. It quotes a leading 
American clergyman, Dr. H. E. Barnes, as saying :—

Modern science has shown it difficult to prove the very 
existence of God, and to be even more of a problem to 
show any direct solicitude of God for humanity.

The Bible cannot be looked upon as revealing the will 
of God.

Sin is indefinable and unknowable.
“ Theology must be supplanted by mental hygiene,” 

Dr. Barnes states. “ Sociologists must unite to work 
out a valid basis for new rules of conduct that will rest 
squarely upon scientific foundations.”

The Sunday Chronicle calls this “  One of the most amaz­
ing challenges to the Christian religion and the Bible 
ever made.” It is hard to believe that anyone to-day can 
really be so ignorant as not to be aware that this teach­
ing could have been found among Freethinkers at any 
time during the past 140 years, and it has been a com­
monplace in educated circles for the past two genera­
tions. Such things make one ask what kind of a person 
is it who writes these articles in the papers ? We know 
the kind who read them and are impressed by them.

Mr. James Kelly, M.A., the new General Secretary 
of the World’s Sunday School Council, says that the 
work of this organization is larger than that of merely 
developing schemes for religious instruction. Its aims 
are to eradicate the antagonisms between peoples, and 
to establish ideals of peace through international and 
inter-racial brotherhood. These be excellent aims, no 
doubt. But noting the way in which people with the 
religious germ well developed enjoy squabbling among 
themselves, we shall want a lot of convincing that they 
are the right persons for establishing the aforesaid 
ideals. Mr. Kelly should have waited a little longer be­
fore yapping in that way. The Prayer-Book dog-fight is 
still fresh in the public memory..

The “  Plight of the Sunday Schools ”  is how a re­
ligious journal refers to the decline of 75,000 scholars in 
Sunday Schools during the past twelve months. These 
figures take no account of Roman Catholic and Salvation 
Army Sunday Schools. Since 1923 there has been a 
decrease of more than i ]4 million scholars. There’s a 
silver lining to every dark cloud. Thousands of children 
will start life in a mentally healthy manner, by being 
spared the superstitious fears and the self-torturing which 
poisoned the existence of former generations.

The British and Foreign Bible Society says, "  there is 
nothing more sacred in the home than a Family Bible in 
regular use.” Alas! what a large number of non-sacred 
homes there are in this England. Yet no one seems a 
penny the worse. Crime is diminishing. People in the 
main are more kind to animals and children, more tem­
perate, more tolerant, and more human.

Of a certain Free-Church parson who often discards 
his uniform, a pious weekly says : "  He cares very little
how he is dressed. The Almighty can commune with 
His servants just as well when they are dressed for sport 
as when they are dressed with the clerical suit.”  We 
suggest that the parson has another reason. He is averse 
to advertising the fact that he is a social parasite, kept 
by those who accept his unverifiable claim of being 
ordered by God to teaeli and guide them. The dissemi­
nation of seeularistic notions is making some parsons 
rather sensitive regarding the non-producer taunt.

A reader of a religious paper is puzzled to know why 
he, a Fundamentalist, is regarded by his Modernist 
brethren as "  behind the times.”  He writes :—

Yet Jesus Christ is preached by them as the Saviour 
of the world; but of the record of man’s creation in
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innocence and purity, and his fall from that estate is not 
true, what does Christ save men from ? and what need 
of a Redeemer?

Now that “  original sin ”  has fallen overboard, the only 
saving Christ does now is to save tens of thousands of 
priests from earning their living like ordinary men—by 
the sweat of their muscles or brain.

Writing from America, the Rev. A. McNeal says :—
I won’t be foolish enough to argue whether Prohibi­

tion is a success or not. There are holes in it, as every­
where else, but the thing is clearly, to every unpreju­
diced observer, the greatest and most successful moral 
achievement of any nation in recent history.

A temperance minority has deprived millions of moderate 
drinker's of the pleasure of alcoholic stimulant, and the 
depriviation is extolled as a “  moral achievement ” ! 
Perhaps the “  moral achievers ”  will tell the world what 
virtue there is in compulsory abstinence.

The Rev. Wm. C. Jackson, Connexional Chapel Secre­
tary of the United Methodist Church, contends that the 
erection of a church in a new neighbourhood increases 
the value of house property. Builders recognize this, he 
says, and it is often possible to get a site for a new 
church given, and sometimes also a donation towards the 
cost of building. He instances a new locality in Essex, 
where the builder, not a churchgoer, visited a layman of 
the United Methodist Church, and requested that his 
church should build in that neighbourhood. This lay­
man replied that no doubt his Church would be willing 
to do so, but the builder himself would be expected to 
give the laud and also a donation. The layman also in­
dicated the size of the plot and the amount of the dona­
tion; both were readily promised. Thinking the matter 
over he felt he had not asked enough. So, next day, he 
told the builder that he would be expected to double the 
size of the plot and the amount of the donation. Again 
— lie obtained a ready promise. The land was given, the 
donation paid, and the builder immediately added twenty 
pounds to the price of each house on the estate. The 
Methodist Times, which supplies these details, adds that 
this fact needs no comment, and is a very pertinent 
answer to many who arc inclined to criticize what they 
call “ the ineffectiveness of the Church.”  The builder, 
a wise man, says our contemporary, knew the value of 
the Church.

The Methodist Times and Mr. Jackson haven’t quite 
got the right of it. What is obvious is that the builder 
thought he saw a chance of securing a contract to build a 
church. And he increased the price of the house property 
to cover the cost of the church plot and his donation.

Mr. Bernard Shaw has reached that delightful stage 
mentioned by Voltaire— “  the consolation of this life, is 
to say what one thinks.”  Ilarrods have published Mr. 
Shaw’s answer to their request to lend his influence in 
the cause of business. His reply is worthy of Boling- 
broke : “  For such an author to accept payment from a 
commercial enterprise . . . would be to sin against the 
Holy Ghost.”  Those who know Mr. Shaw will say 
“  Go o n !” those who don’t might say that a sin against 
the Holy Ghost could not be proved in an English 
Court of Law. Mr. Shaw cannot prevent Harrods from 
making use of his reply, and the whole affair may be 
advertisement in its most subtle form. His preface to 
Androcles and the Lion may also help to test the sin­
cerity of his remarks on one member of the trinity. 
Those interested might read the chapter under “  Christ­
ianity and the Empire.”

The Rev. Dr. J. D. Jones, in his book of sermons The 
Inevitable Christ, says, according to a reviewer, that 
Christianity is not an easy thing, but it is essentially a 
simple thing. To explain the simplicity he says : —

It is so easy to cumber up our Christianity, . . .  to 
obscure it . . . We have ourselves been not altogether 
guiltless of magnifying non-essentials . . . the essential

thing in Christianity is just acceptance of' Jesus 45 
Master and Lord and Saviour. What makes a man a 
Christian is not the understanding of Christian doctrine, 
not membership in some particular church . . . [bnL 
this single-hearted faith in, and allegiance to, Christ- 
Everything else is secondary and non-essential. This is 
the one thing needful. “  Lovest thou me ? ” “ Follow 
me.” This is the thing that saves; this simplicity, this 
single-hearted devotion, which is toward Jesus.

In other words, a man need only believe in Jesus and llC 
is sure of being “  saved,”  and of a seat in Heaven. F e 
need not even understand what Jesus meant as recorded 
in the New Testament. Like the thief on the Cross, and 
like the murderer who knows lie will hang, he need only 
affirm his belief in Jesus, to be sure of a “ P.S.A-’ 
for eternity among the best-living of Christians. 
Conversely, of course, decent-living and kindly non-be­
lievers and Freethinkers, lacking this simple belief, bave 
no hope of the pleasures of Paradise. Christianity, 
stated by Dr. Jones, assuredly is a simple thing. And 
certainly it is not an easy thing. For can a man £ct 
that simple belief while his intelligence rejects both the 
“  reasons ”  Jesus gave for believing in him to be what 
he said he was, and the grounds-lie gave for the necessity 
of seeking “  salvation ” ?

Dr. Jones appears to suggest that doctrines are non- 
essentials of real Christianity. He cannot get rid of 
them so easily as that. Doctrines and dogmas are the 
outcome of individual interpretation of what Jesus meant 
and desired men to do in regard to belief, conduct and 
worship. If that be admitted, it follows that every 
one anxious to become a Christian must be acquainted 
with some one interpretation or other to know what he 
has to believe. This being the case, is Christianity so 
simple a  thing as Dr. Jones would try to persuade 
people it is ?

A writer recalls the fact that the Rev. F. D. Maurice 
was driven from his chair of theology in King’s Colle£e' 
Loudon, for teaching that Heaven is a state, not a place- 
Well, in the Salvation Army to-day, Maurice’s daring 
heresy would probably mean expulsion for the hero who 
openly professed the same belief.

Says the Abbe Moreux (a weather prophet): “  The 
best way to predict next season’s weather is still to to®5 
up.” We should have thought the best way to get the 
information was to ask God about it. Thousands 
parsons are in direct communication with the Most Hipdb 
and they know exactly what God wants men to do- 
Surely, to oblige, they could find out next season’s 
weather for certain. The knowledge would make milli051* 
of people happy. If details could be elicited, pcoplc 
could more happily plan their .Sabbath joy rides, games 
and picnics.

Rome, says a reverend writer, gave the modern world 
law and order. Greece gave culture in manifold forms« 
and Judea gave religion. Well, the modern world *5 
properly grateful to ancient Rome and Greece for wbat 
these have given. And the world has rejected very 
little of their gifts. But by the look of things, the world 
is beginning to regard the gift of Judea in the way. th« 
gifts of the spiteful fairy in the old story were regarded- 
It thinks it could have had a happier time without tl>c 

idean present, which has merely addled man’s brains-

If religious education, says a Sunday school pournal, js 
less fruitful nowadays than it ought to be, the reason F 
in part that teachers are so often ill-equipped with tbc 
historical knowledge that enables them to present the 
Gospel in its true and actual setting. Perhaps our con­
temporary will explain how it is that the “ ill-equipped" 
teachers of a past generation made many clients for the 
churches, yet the same type of ill-equipped teacher nowa­
days cannot do so. We suspect that all that is meant 
this— that ignorant but pious teachers make no impre*' 
sion on thc better educated child of to-day,.
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Those Subscribers w h o  receivr their cofy of the 
" Freethinker ”  in a GREEN WRAPPER w ill  please 
TAKE it that a renewal of tiieir subscription is due. 
They will also oblige, if they do not want us to 
CONTINUE SENDING 
EFFECT.

the PAPER, BY NOTIFYING US TO THAT

J. I Roose (Johannesburg).—We have no desire to defend 
ihe publication of really indecent books. Our taste runs 
neither in reading them, writing them, hunting for them, 
nor for defending them. We are merely suspicious of any 
censorship of the press, or of publications, or of police­
men being set up as judges of what should or should not 
he issued to the public. .

v- R- Davies_Sorry we did not have an opportunity of a
chat with you while at Swansea. Another time.

M. Mosely.—Pleased you like the Four Lectines, lhei 
are selling well. We agree with you that the Infidel 
death-bed legend was killed in this country mainly by the 
efforts of G. W. Foote. It is not often talked about
nowadays.
‘̂f .!!.■ —\ve did not hear the speaker on the B.B.C. pro- 
gratnine who found out that Secularists were usually sin- 
w'.re and upright men. If we had we should have felt in­
clined to say, “ Damn your impudence.” We object to the

Patronage of Christians even more than to their re- 
'Sion. Thanks for cuttings, 

o. WEST"—  —
the RopE— Thanks for booklet. It is astonishing where 

money comes from for the idiotic stuff issued by thei„ , ..... a <--umes
I ,.,?e Rutherford gang.

Coleman.—Pleased to have vour congratulations on

W.
g o lr ÜCleS *n t l̂e Controversialist. We hope they will do

COLLIN;quick INS— ‘̂ ^er Ml, we got over the ’flu very much 
ei than some of his favourites appear to have done. 

" e agree that it is a terrible thing to find the Lordtat-
" Jett”8’-* sPecmf interest in one 

he Y'can

Ï

-Every man must decide for himself in what way 
tlInj ' help Freethought. The great thing to realize is 
sev, cyery°ne can do something. We have been asked by 
leafi f r readcrs To put “  Leaving Religion Alone ” in 

' form. We may do so when we can find the time.
■ Absalom
iha» the
■ auffl, . . . . .  . .

justice to mail, and for a better

We fancy your friend had in mind no more 
„ , distribution of alms. Men like Paine, and Brad- 

statc J Vh° fouKh t.for
and f society, did more to relieve poverty, privation 

^ suffering than all the alms-givers that have ever lived.

rcttir^TCethinkrr "  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
dny difficulty in securing copies should be at once 

The v Cd to this
Str ecular Society, Limited, office is at bi Farringdon 

The ¿ i L° nd0n’ E -C-4-
Str, .t,onal Secular Society's Office is at 62 Farringdon

H cn ’ L°nd0n- E-C+
nex, 1 le services of the National Secular Society in con- 
”> with Secular Burial Services are required, all cotn- 
jr caTfons should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.

Orders aMn' s v̂ing as lonZ not ĉe as possible.
°j J  t°r literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
anr/* Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 

Mi a 101 t0 to* Editor.
" Th a,,d Postal Orders should be made payable to 
Cu.u F*oncer Press," and crossed “ Midland Bank, Ltd., 

I J rkcnwell Branclu„
" ture . *■ • ' ■ . .
R.O • nottces must reach bi Farringdon Street, London, 
inserted ffrs  ̂ Tos  ̂ Tuesday, or they will not be

by ds send us- newspapers would enhance the favour 
al t e „ ? . n8 t,le passages to which they wish us to call

Lett °n.
' uers
ad(ire °̂r toe Editor of the "Freethinker" should 

The " t0 61 Earringdon Street, London, E.C.4.
be

tin Freethinker ”  will be fonvarded direct from the pub- 
0 n g office at the following rates (Home and Abroad):— 

lc year, half year 7/6; three months, 3/9.

Sugar Plums.
(i-̂ i |

(March 17), Mr. Cohen will lecture in the 
icet w-i, all> Humberstoue Gate, Leicester. Ilis sub- 
T\’e “  The Crowning Crime of Christianity.”
tendanc° ,U) 'Fud't but there will be the usual good at-

Tlie financial year of the National Secular Society ends 
on March 31. This is an item of news mentioned for the 
special purpose of inducing those who have not yet for­
warded their subscriptions, to do so before the financial 
year closes. We hope to hear that this reminder has 
brought good results.

Judging from Mr. Cohen’s audiences in the Ulster 
Hall, there is plenty of material for a good Branch of 
the N.S.S. in Belfast. The audiences on both evenings 
were good, and the interest in the lectures was most 
marked. Belfast is a priest-ridden centre, it being ap­
parently a question of whether the ruling priest shall be 
of the Presbyterian or the Roman Catholic variety, and 
this should create a strong reaction in favour of Free- 
thought. The difficulty, there as elsewhere, is to bring 
the scattered Freethinkers into combination, and so to 
make their presence felt. Mr. Knox occupied the chair 
on both occasions.

From a local paper we see that a wreath placed by the 
widow on the grave of Thomas Diage— an obituary 
notice of whom appears on another page— bore the in­
scription “  His last words to me were, ‘ My darling, I 
am prepared to pass over. Always remember Truth is 
Beauty. Nothing else we know or need to know.’ ”  No 
man ever had a finer epitaph than that.

The Pioneer Press has for sale a limited number of 
copies of Mr. F. J. Gould’s Life of Thomas Paine. The 
book was published at 4s. 6d., and is being offered at 
as., postage 3d. extra. Those who wish to secure a copy 
should send before the stock is exhausted.

A new edition of Colonel Ingersoll’s What is it 
Worth? A Study of the Bible is being issued by the 
.Secular Society Limited, the previous very large edition 
being now exhausted. This is a very useful pamphlet to 
circulate among Christians, and is published by the 
Society only. It appears in the complete edition of In­
gersoll’s works only, and has never been separately 
printed. The price is one penny. Twelve copies post 
free is.

Prohibition is likely to be one of the issues at the 
forthcoming general election, we are certain to have a 
lot of religious nonsense talked about Christianity being 
a champion of temperance. Bearing this in mind, the 
.Secular Society, Limited, has in the press a new edition 
of the late G. W. Foote’s very' effective pamphlet Bible 
and Beer. The pamphlet is crammed with information, 
and written in the author’s raciest style.

In a notice of Zoc, by Geraldine Jewsbury (Chapman 
and Hall), a little extract caught the eye that showed 
the critical spirit at work. The novel was originally 
published in 1845, and at that period attacks on Christ­
ianity could not be made so easily and openly as at the 
present. She wrote :—

“ How much better to do right without religion!” 
“  Oh! if they really believed all they preach, how would 
any priest or preacher be able to sleep in his bed!” 
“ Insincerity has crept into the heart of the most sacred 
things.” “ Weakness is the only state for which there 
is no hope.” “ To love rightly is the highest morality 
of. which mankind is. capable.”

That reads good. The. first, sentence will give all 
Christian critics something to go on with. It mystifies 
them as they are incapable, through their training, to 
understand personal responsibility and a polite request 
to stick Christian rewards in heaven on the shelf.

The Manchester Branch is holding a Social Evening 
on Saturday, March 16, in the Milton Hall, Broad Street, 
Pendlebury. The Social will commence at 6.30 p.m., and 
a hearty invitation is extended to all Freethinkers and 
friends. Refreshments will be provided, and admission 
is free. A collection will be taken to defray expenses. 
Freethinkers living at some distance can easily get to 
the Social by Swinton or Pcudlebury trams, which pass 
the door of the hall. We are quite sure that all who at­
tend will have a most enjoyable time, and we hope to 
hear of a record turn-out.
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“Do the Dead L iveP ”

In publishing the scries of articles on “  Do the Dead 
Dive?”  the Daily News has rendered a service to the 
Cause of Frecthought. It is a good thing to take 
stock, especially in intellectual matters, and the 
articles in question enable us to appraise in some 
degree the present state of Christian thought. The 
whole series justifies the militant Freethinker in his 
belief that it is still necessary to figlit hard in the 
cause of enlightenment.

Even the two scientific writers whose articles are 
most in line with modern thought are very unsatis­
factory on the subject of Materialism, but we need 
not concern ourselves with them, as most of the 
articles are from religious writers. It is noteworthy 
that all of these reveal the fact of the Materialistic 
philosophy being either misunderstood or deliberately 
misrepresented.

It seems impossible to get the anti-Materialist to 
realize that while the Materialist cannot explain 
everything in the universe, all the explanations that 
are worth anything are in terms of a materialistic 
philosophy, with regard to both the inorganic and the 
organic.

The assumption of a soul as the centre of human 
activity docs not explain anything, and not only docs 
it fail to clarify human thought, it needs more ex­
plaining than does the phenomena which it is put 
forward to explain.

The introduction of a soul does not fill up what 
would otherwise be a gap in our knowledge; it stands 
for ignorance, and makes confusion worse confounded 
when it is treated as something more than a meta­
physical creation.

This is seen to advantage in religious thought. No 
definite, clear, and generally accepted idea of the soul 
exists in the minds of religious people. A  fact that is 
proved by the Daily News articles and letters. There 
is more fog than thought. The tragedy of the situa­
tion lies in the fact of those who claim to know most 
about the soul being most confused. With the intro­
duction of divine light comes the greater darkness.

To suggest that the Materialist is defeated because 
he fails to make an organism, after the scientist 
has analysed living matter in terms of chemistry and 
physics, is to indulge in mere rhetoric. It is the out­
come of a misunderstanding of the whole situation. 
The scientist may analyse the products of nature, but 
that is no reason why he should be able to reproduce 
like things. One might just as well expect a scien­
tist to reproduce a “  sun ”  and complete constellation 
of stars, because he can describe their chemical and 
physical compounds, as expect him to reproduce a 
lowly form of life. There is no intrinsic reason why 
the scientist should reproduce the natural object 
which he has analysed. It is a question of conditions. 
The scientist is not working at the beginning of 
things, and if the evolution of the universe has made 
impossible the reproduction of the necessary environ­
ment for producing new forms of life, it is asking the 
scientist to do the impossible, when calling upon him 
to make something for which the essential conditions 
of reproduction are absent. Perhaps those conditions 
will some day l>e found, and it will then be possible 
to reproduce fairly complex forms of life, but it must 
be remembered that even then the scientist will not 
have silenced critics. They will say he has repro­
duced it only out of existing elements. Creation is 
impossible, and the sooner the religionist gives up the 
silly habit of calling upon the scientist to do the im­
possible, and then taunting him because he is unable 
to do it, the better for the cause of truth; and the re­
ligionist— he will be the more honest.

If a new organism never is reproduced by the

scientist, the Materialist will not be vanquished) 35 
enough is known about the structure and function 0 
both the living and non-living to make Materialism 311 
intelligible interpretation of the universe; and the as­
sumption of a soul a useless myth.

There is one fact which the anti-materialist forgets- 
Materialism does not depend upon a particular con­
ception of matter. Whether it is made up of atoms* 
electric sparks, or strains in the ether does not coun ■ 
The main fact that everything, including mind, 15 
determined, and that no thought is possible without a 
material organism capable of functioning in a though1' 
producing manner holds good whatever our fin3 
analysis of matter may be. ,

To put the case as strongly as possible, this worn 
be so even if we were able to analyse matter into its 
ultimate element, and find that to be “  spirit.” j 
would still be a fact that “  spirit ”  as such is unahk 
to think, and we must have a material organism it 
are to have the consciousness and intelligence. 
body has ever had the experience of two immateria 1 
disembodied spirits having a talk together.

When the religionist makes the oft repeated stafc' 
inent that the soul cannot be found by the phy51̂  
logist and the anatomist because they are not equipPea 
for doing so and arc searching in the wrong field, dlC 
religionist is simply side-tracking and begging 
question. He is unable to find the soul himself, 311 
consciously or unconsciously seeks to cover his °'v11 
impotence by under estimating and discounting ^  
methods of investigation employed by those who wofli 
on secular lines.

Now, if the soul is a distinct entity, and if it is 0 
primary importance to human life, surely the phy&1°‘ 
logist and anatomist should come into contact with d, 
if only as an obstacle to their understanding of hum33 
make-up and activity. Yet the sciences of phy*1’ 
ology and anatomy have actually been built up wi^]' 
out their exponents ever taking the trouble to acqu'rc 
a real understanding of the so-called most imports*1* 
factor in the human organism.

Surely anatomy and physiology ought long a g o t0 
have fallen to pieces if the soul is the greatest thin# 
in the make-up of a human being, yet the structmc 
and the functions of the human organism have beĉ 1 
described, and our knowledge in the spheres of phy51' 
ology and anatomy has increased without lack of soul' 
knowledge making progress impossible. Even doc' 
tors have been able to prescribe medicine without con- 
suiting the so-called directive principle of human 
Not only so, the psychologist has never yet found dlC 
assumption of a soul to be of any service in exploring 
the workings of the mind. Whatever is of value 1,1 
modern psychology simply ignores the existence of 3 
soul.

In order to bolster up the idea of survival affcf 
death, it is often claimed that the universe is rational* 
as if a rational universe could not possibly cease to t'e 
rational, which implies consciousness, and therefore 
must have produced some forms of life capable 0 
understanding the universal rationality, and th1’5 
making the purposiveness of the universe eternally 
worth while.

One writer says: “  the more the structure of die 
universe is studied, the argument runs, the n'°r  ̂
clearly is it revealed that it rests upon a system 
order and of evolution. This is, in fact, where science 
appears to make its great contribution to. the evidence 
in favour of survival. All its. evidence is that natufe 
is purposive. She does nothing without reason.”  

Perhaps one might think there is something in tin5 
theory of the purposiveness of nature, if she bad no* 
produced so many minds capable of working on lineS 
as near to the irrational as possible.

To give to nature such attributes as “  purposive
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ness,”  “  consciousness,”  "  rationality, ' 
think on the same anthropomorphic lines 
creates a god in the image of man.

E. Egerton Stafford. 
(To be concluded.)

The Characteristics of the 
Modern Press.

^ V spapkrs have become, like Bank Holiday's and 
R a t i o n  Football, a national institution. Their 

ers are, in number, as the sand on the sea-shore, 
K many people read nothing but their voluminous 

 ̂reels of potted wisdom and highly entertaining tit- 
hl% *  information.

he Fourth Estate of the Realm, indeed, wields
^ P°\ver with which no wordy Member of Parlia-
‘f-nt, masculine or feminine, no eloquent eliurch-
an’ or even idolized movie-star can hope to com­

pete.

Tike all other human institutions, though, this 
’onderful and powerful suffragan of the man in the 

“ ree(l inis its limitations. Just as a famous soap 
v>ash clothes, so (greatly to the annoyance of 

] lr .nomas Beccham) the Press cannot make us all 
tsical, for instance. Neither can it make us fond 

vv C,°^, âtils> Milton’s poetry, or folk dancing, if 
don’t already care for these excellent things. 

ls, in fact, up against much the same thing as 
I as Teter the Great when he tried to educate his 
r ’Rhted people— either because the ground is not 
to . y the good seed, or is not yet acclimatized 

Its growth— with apologies to Weston, of While 
Cafgo fame.

Tut what a “  busy map of life ”  a modern news- 
j^Tcr is! It tells us who and what has won the 

y> the price of milk in Wigan or Tonypandy; 
to'^i . ^ nston *s going to tax next; who is the latest 

junk she has swum the Channel; how much 
I Pool’s illuminations cost, together with bright 

u breezy accounts of the latest murders, political 
a ltr°versies, fires, weddings, film-stars’ divorces, 

other lamentable but interesting topics, 
non, too, for the modest sum of one penny (or 

yne twopence) one may be insured for vast 
0j 0l,nts; you stand a chance of winning thousands 

Pounds in the numerous and highly diverting 
’ ‘Petitions. Expert advice may be had upon 

ers matrimonial, educational, sporting, and a
thousand and one other things, together with highly 
pliable forcasts of weather conditions for the next
^»ty-four hours.

j ben I think of all that a newspaper can tell me, 
* * *  !ts lorgo (and sometimes beastly awkward) 

thê eS bumble gratitude. When I reflect on 
ical marve  ̂ °* organization, the speed of its mechan- 
Pri 0Terat’ous, and a newspaper’s ridiculously low 

ae’ ? .gaze upon it with wonder and awe. 
aiu/ *at a roarvollous thing it is to please, instruct, 
gr generally cater for the intellectual needs of so 
feat* aiU  ̂ vaiaeT a public ! Verily, it is no mean 
loajt*0 suPPly every one of so great a number with at

one item to his or her taste daily ! 
ut stay! There is one who never figures in its 

S’npCS ^le Poor* benighted Freethinker, what? 
{r ',lnc b is to see every shade of religious thought 
p. m Tiat of the Roman Catholic down to that of the 
pr tn°uth Brother finding “  room enough ”  in the 
ne,Ss to air its views and chronicle its doings, but 

w1 a bile to the Freethinker.
WavtW’ for Fair Play’s sweet sake, where is the editor 

e enough? Peter Coventry.

M y Pal Harry,

The classical example of male friendships is, of course, 
David and Jonathan, whose affection for each other is 
said to have exceeded the love of women. The inti­
macy between Harry and myself did not perhaps reach 
to such a sublime height, but I am sure that nowhere 
could one have found a better pal. The friendship, be­
gun in boyhood, has continued for nearly half a century; 
and the old boyish feeling for each other still persists, 
wherever we chance to meet. As very young men, we 
were both members of a large Bible class, numbering 
thirty or forty, held in the mission hall of a Presbyterian 
Church, and conducted by one of the elders, who was a 
schoolmaster. He was not what one might call a typi­
cal elder, but one of an active, evangelical type, who 
not only believed in hell-fire, but preached it with the 
vigour of a Salvationist. As stated in a recent article, 
I had early revolted against the doctrine of hell, and one 
Sunday afternoon, for some reason or another, in the 
course of the lesson he put some question to me relating 
to the condition of the soul after death. My eschato­
logical views had, of course, been undergoing some 
change, and my answer sent him into a kind of fury. He 
stood up, and denounced me before the whole meeting, 
warning the class of my heresy, and advising 
them to have no further conversation with me. 
The young men, I am pleased to record, did not 
act upon his advice. They were nearly all of
the passive type of mind, and doctrines of theology 
did not much trouble them. They were there to listen to 
what might be told them, but I never knew any of them 
exhibit any active or intelligent interest in questions of 
a religious nature. Least of all, my pal Harry. Never 
at any time do I remember him expressing either con­
viction or doubt in connexion with any religious subject. 
As for the class leader, Providence rewarded his zealous 
religious labours in a very ungrateful and cruel manner. 
He dropped down dead one Sunday morning in the 
street, while on his way to conduct an evangelistic ser­
vice.

The time came when the close companionship of our 
boyhood was interrupted by life’s later interests. Resi­
dential changes and matrimonial concerns interfered 
with the regularity of our meetings. In the meantime, 
religious questions continued to occupy my attention, 
with the result that most of the doctrines of theology 
went the way of the belief in hell. Some years must 
have elapsed when, one day, I came across my boyhood’s 
chum, but, strange to say, he was not the old pal 1 
used to know, with his indifference to matters of relig- 

1 ious or intellectual interest. He had acquired the gift 
of tongues, and the marvellous fluency of his language 
was r.ot more surprising than the subject matter of his 
harangue.

A rev. gentleman was discoursing here recently upon, 
‘ ‘Is conversion a reality?” There was no question as to 
Harry’s conversion being real; that is, if there is any­
thing such as "reality .”  I listened for a considerable 
time as my old pal held forth about the unreality of 
the real, and the reality of the unreal; about sickness 
and disease and death all being illusions of mortal mind; 
of mortal mind itself being an illusion, as nothing ex­
isted but infinite mind; of matter being incapable of ex­
periencing any sensation, and pain being imaginary; 
and definitions of God, and interpretations of the Scrip­
tures that would have sent the old class leader into a fit. 
On asking where lie had unearthed all this kind of stuff, 
I was told that it was called "  Christian Science,”  and 
that its founder and discoverer was Mary Baker G. Eddy, 
and that it was found fully explained in Science and 
Health, with Key to the Scriptures.

If he had been a stranger, or a mere acquaintance, I 
might have looked upon him as a crank, and thought no 
more about the matter; but to find mv old pal fallen into 
such a mental quagmire, gave me food for thought. 
Whether I knew anything of Christian Science at that 
time, I don’t remember, but I lost no time in procuring 
a copy of Science and Health, and in the course of a 
few months, I must, like Mark Twain, have read 
” acres ”  of Christian Science literature. Paying my pal 
a visit, some time later, I said ; “ As I understand Chris-
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But as tlie boys grew more familiar -with me, I found 
U'em less attentive to what I had to say, and then one 
<>ay I dropped the Sunday School Magazine, and talked 

Ihem in a friendly manner about being decent and 
‘»nest and kind. I sprinkled my remarks with one or 
tvv° illustrations of what I was trying to get at, and they' 
seemed interested. On the following Sunday, when we 
wd settled down for lessons, one of the boys piped up
1 lease don’t tell us anything in the Bible. Tell us 

sonre more tales.”
I told them some more tales, and hardly mentioned 

ro%ious matters at all. All the talcs were tales of what 
should now call “  uplift,” although, young as I was,

1 had the sense not to stress the moral.
Gradually I noticed a tendency for my class to swell, 

¡md i discovered that other boys were leaving their 
proper classes and were creeping into mine, teachers 
objected, and I drove them out.

Hy this time I had been a teacher for some years, and 
* began to ask other teachers how they did their work, 
borne, I found, sat down and read the lesson and the notes 
from the Sunday School Magazine exactly as it was 
printed. One kept his class in a vestry, and was en- 
lOged chiefly in cuffing their heads to keep them quiet. 
Gne read the Bible and talked, oblivious of the din made 
by her girls, and thankful when the superintendent rang 
the bell as a signal that lessons were over. Another was 
reading Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities in instalments.

And one confessed that she let the youngsters talk 
among themselves, and tried to drop a word or two here 
and there which was likely to bear fruit.

One or two of the children in the school happened to 
have brothers and sisters who mentioned at home some 
',f the remarks made by their teachers. One elderly 
:it|y was reported to have told her girls that no one who 

v,as goodlooking or beautiful was good, because a fair 
outside often hid a black heart. An old gentleman 
rabbled serenely on about the “  lions in the Canadian 
Prairies.”

At the Sunday School Council, which met periodically,
raised the question of the appointment of new teachers, 

and asked that some standard of efficiency be found in a 
"mihl-be teacher before making the appointment. I 
Was squashed with the retort that no one can tell by
R a tio n a l tests whether a person had been called by

and who still are, if observation does not mislead me, the 
most frivolous and empty-headed girls in the district.

I left. For a time my Sunday seemed strange, but as 
I grew accustomed to the absence of church going, I be­
gan to see that Sunday as a day of rest was full of 
possibilities. Now it is one of my best days, but the 
nearest approach I make to religion is when I read the 
Freethinker on the Lord’s Day,

N echei.LS.

The Constitution of Man.

go°! ^°rî  *° bring the children up in the way they should

.- w a r d s  the end of my career as a Sunday school 
trii lef’ * ffavc up all attempts to teach my boys doc- 
fr. theology, or religion. I used to talk to them 

snkly about the kind of things they were likely to 
0j"'c across in the world. I had a class, at this time, 

°ys who wrere leaving school, and I talked to them 
tl'°i"  ̂ factory life, and office life, and tried to teach them 
s .straightforwardness and clean living were worth ob- 
, .y^ff for their own sakes. It seemed to me that to ask 

a : rcn to do certain things so that they could enjoy 
oubtful bliss in a problematic other world was the 

acight of folly.
0f ^ n  now, as a Freethinker, I like to think that some 
am t things I told my boys have been useful to them, 
Ui' t know from the greetings I receive from them, that 

y -sbill have a slight affection for me. 
s ^Ue. <% 1 was talking to a fellow teacher, one who 
W-is lrnes deputized for the superintendent, and who 
.]■ '. regarded as a coming light. I said that teaching 
co 111 Seem to be much good where boys and girls were 
J ^ e d ,  ai,(l be said : ‘ ‘ I agree. In fact, if the 
Wo V’^tics knew the kind of things I tell my boys they 
, 11 d be horrified. I go on teaching because I like the 
I !"Ssters, and because it has developed into a habit.

a i°uld be at a loose end on Sunday if I didn’t teach.” 
Who*  ̂ St^ 'ed it. If a future pillar of the church, one of 
an i°ni 110 111:111 sPabc evil, was sceptical in that manner 

C0l,ld still appear before the church people as a saint, 
b 11 Gie church was no place for one who was teaching 

i s to be honest and straightforward.
b'ui'1 t'le ' ast Sunday I attended the Sunday school, I 
{ occnsion to call at the infants’ department, and 
chil i ^lat’ the two girls put in charge of the youngest 

dren of all, were two fifteen-year-old girls who were,

A  L iterary  E pisode .

It was a wintry night and the audience was small but 
select. The intense cold penetrated the cosy room to 
the circle round the fire. Long ago on such a night in 
another town, I recall a lecture by G. W. Foote, en­
titled “  An Hour in Hell,”  who began : “ Mr. Chairman 
and Friends, It is a very cold night, and, by way of 
compensation, we have a very warm subject!”— austere 
but splendid past! Admirable unforgettable man, this 
tribute to your memory! On this lesser, later event the 
Essayist was a continental gentleman, native to French 
and Dutch, and making a very creditable show with 
the English language. His argument followed the lines 
of the late George Combe. Quite a fine philo­
sopher within the limits of his culture and creed. 
—Mail was pre-eminent among animals and some­
thing more; designed for progressive, infinite 
improvement by a Great First Cause; he was full of 
heterogeneous, conflicting qualities; he was demon and 
god, but in the clash of evil and good within him the 
original divine purpose was slowly but surely emerging. 
The “  lower ”  animals had instinct only, they were 
more constant and consistent in their activities, did not 
reason, reflect, moralize, and provide like the more 
gifted “  paragon of animals.”  This human—and divine 
— superiority warranted us in saying . . . that the 
future may exhibit man assuming his station as a 
rational creature pursuing his own happiness with in­
telligence and design, and at length attaining higher 
gratification to his whole faculties than he had hitherto 
enjoyed . . . Surely, quite a justifiable hope, and 
certainly, a charming conclusion.

As a reader of the Freethinker and kindred literature, 
the “  Leading Critic ”  was on familiar ground, and 
quoted Hamlet’s, “  What a piece of work is a man,” 
etc., and followed up with a passage from Meredith’s 
France (providentially recalled!):—

“ Lo, strength is of the plain root virtues born— 
the offspring of the modest years . . .”

Could France accept the fables of her priests . . .  on 
to that noble line :—

“ When the whole tragic tale hangs on a broken blade?”

A great first cause, like a limited freewill, was un­
scientific, nonsensical. Man had learned, or would 
learn, prudence through calamity. But “  perfection ” 
at any stage of life and culture was alien to nature. 
Plague, fire, flood, storm, arctic cold or tropic heat, 
hunger, passion, were so far remediable, or avoidable, 
but ills must remain that even the Essayist’s all wise 
Providence can never eliminate—except by death.

Another modest, reluctant, but sapient critic referred 
to man’s unanswered question through the ages, and 
to the fears that often haunt the death-beds of the good 
and the religious. The late Principal Caird had left 
this comfort with a dying lady friend : “  There is noth­
ing to fear.”  (Vide Ingersoll : “  I beg of you to throw 
away all fear.” )

The “  blessed assurance ” was afterwards engraved on 
the lady’s tombstone. The late Lord Haldane had early 
wrestled with religious doubt, but found peace in the 
ideal of Leibnitz. Then, a young man with his original 
impress quite unmodified—but perhaps on the point of 
change ?—apologized (quite unnecessarily) for quoting 
Scripture, and ran right oil the scientific and logical 
rails -in untenable inferences. Another referred to th*
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•oldier and civilian “ conscience," tlie contradictory re­
ligious teaching of peace and war, both simply results 
of special training; mundane, expedient, temporal, pro­
visional ; nothing to do with a divine plan of the ages!

The worthy chairman gave his casting vote in the 
minority of two to ten! Altogether the most live and 
hopeful night of the Session. And set down here to 
show how the virus of reason is o’ercrowing the virtue 
of religion even in a Literary Society such as ours.

A ndrew  M illar .

Obituary.
—

M r s . E lizabeth H all L ancaster.

It is with regret that we have to record the death of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hall Lancaster, the wife of Mr. S. Handel 
Lancaster, the prominent Glasgow Musical Director and 
well-known member of the Glasgow Secular Society. 
Her death took place on the ist March, at the age of 
forty-eight. Subscribing to the .Secularist creed, she had 
neither fears nor vain hopes of the beyond. Only the 
regrets at leaving her own, "  too soon,” for she was but 
in the prime of life. Her remains were cremated on the 
5th inst., at the Western Crematorium, when a Secular 
llurial Service was delivered by Dr. H. G. Farmer, an 
old friend of the family, whilst Mr. W. D. Aitken pre­
sided at the organ.— H.G.F.

M r s . Mar y  Jane T h u r lo w .

On Saturday, March 9, a Secular Ceremony was con­
ducted at the City of London Cemetery, in connexion 
with the death of Mrs. Mary Jane Thurlow, the widow 
of Mr. Thomas Thurlow who was the subject of an 
article in the Freethinker a few weeks ago. The 
deceased was aged seventy-five years, and at her request 
was cremated at the above-mentioned crematorium, Mr. 
G. Whitehead officiating at the service. Owing to a 
last-minute and necessary alteration of the funeral 
arrangements, a number of members of the .Society, and 
of the West Ham Branch in particular, were prevented 
from being present at the ceremony.

M r . T homas D kack .

W ith  deep regret, we have to report the death of Mr. 
Thomas Drage, of Wellingborough. The deceased died 
of influenza on Tuesday, March 5.

Mr. Drage was Secretary of the National Federation 
of Building Trades’ Operatives, No. 7 District, Midland 
Area ; he was one of the founders and a past chairman 
of the local Branch of the Independent Labour Party, 
and a member of the Divisional Executive of the I.L.P. 
The many letters of sympathy received by his widow 
from Secretaries of organizations, and from townspeople, 
show how much the deceased was respected for his high 
character and his unselfish devotion to all movements 
that have for their aim the improvement of the mental 
and physical life of man. The deceased, who knew he 
was dying, faced death with calm courage : nothing in 
his well-spent life is more worthy of admiration than the 
manner in which he devoted his last hours to the conso­
lation of his wife, to whom he had been married only 
eighteen months. At the request of the deceased, he was 
buried with a Secular Sendee, which was conducted by 
the General Secretary of the N.S.S., in the presence of 
relatives and a number of comrades who came to pay 
their last tribute of respect and affection. All Free­
thinkers will extend to Mrs. D'âge their sympathy in 
her bereavement.

Some Pioneer Press Publications—

SOCIETY AND SUPERSTITION, By Robert A rch. A 
Commonsense View of Religion and its Influence on Social 
Life. 4d., postage l/,d.

RELIGION AND SEX . By Chapman Cohen. Studies iu 
the Pathology of Religious Development. 6s., postage 6d.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. By Cot. R. G. Inogr- 
soll, id., postage '/{A.

W HAT IS RELIGION? By Col. R. G. Incersoll. Con­
tains Col. Ingersoll’s Confession of Faith, id., postage 
* 1

SU N D AY L E C T U R E  NOTICES, Etc.

Lecture notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4, by the first post on T uesday, or they will not 
inserted.

LONDON.
INDOOR.

Hampstead Ethical Institute (The Studio Theatre, 59 
Finchley Road, N.W.8) : 11.15, Mr. Harry Snell, M.W 
“ Whither Mankind—To Disaster or Development?"

North London Branch N.S.S. (St. Pancras Reform CD > 

15 Victoria Road, N.W.i) : 7.30, Mr. Leonard Ebur)
“ Christ—the Communist.”

South London Branch N.S.S. (30 Brixton Road, S.'v,j 
near Oval Station) : 7.15, Mr. F. Mann—“ Spiritualism aI11 
Witchcraft.” .

South London E thical Society (Oliver Goldsmith Sch001 
Peckham Road, S.E.) : Free Sunday Lectures at 7 P 111" 
Arthur Linecar—“ ‘ Tess,’ by Thomas Hardy.”

South Place E thical Society (The London Institution 
Theatre, South Place, Moorgate, Ii.C.2) : 11.0, Dr. Stant° 
Coit—“ The World Crisis in Religion and Ethics To-day.

T he Non-Political Metropolitan S ecular SociEn  
(The Orange Tree Hotel, Easton Road, N.W.i) : 7.30, Debate 
on “ Is Determinism Sound?” Ajfir.: Mr. C. Ii. Ratcli“c' 
Neg.: Mr. Wheale. On March 21, at 101 Tottenham Co»r 
Road : Social arid Dance. 7.30 to 11.30. Admission is.

outdoor.
F ulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of ShorroUk 

Road, North End Road, Walham Green) : Every Salut'd'? 
at 8 p.m. Speakers—Messrs. Campbell-Everden, Brva11 ' 
Mathie and others.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Clapliam Common) : si-30’ 
Mr. I*". Mann—“ The Nature of Morality.”

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12 n°°n’ 
Mr. James Hart. 3.30, Mr. B. A. Le Maine. 7.0, Mess»“ 
James Hart and W. P. Campbell-Everden. Every ^ 
nesday at 7.30, Mr. W. I*. Campbell-Everden. Every i'r1' 
day at 7.30, Mr. B. A. Le Maine. The Freethinker is 011 
sale outside the Park at all our meetings.

W est L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Pnrk' 
Hammersmith) : 3.0, Mr. W. P. Campbell-Everden.

COUNTRY.
INDOOR.

Belfast Secular Society (I.L.P. Hall, 48 York Street): 
3.30, Mr. J. II. Hewitt—“ Censorship.”

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. (Mecca Cafe, Waterloo Street) • 
Saturday, March 23, at 6.30. Whist and Social. Member-’ 
and friends are asked for their support. Sunday, March 
Bristol Street Council Schools) : 7.0, Mr. E. C. SaphiU'' 
" Religion and the Ritual.”

Bolton Branch N.S.S. (Borough Small Hall, Corporal'0" 
Street) : 6.30, Animal Meeting and Statement of Accounts. 
Ciiester-le-Street Branch N.S.S..—7.15, Mr. Vince» 
Wheatley—“ A Materialistic Conception of History.” Cha» 
taken by Mr. Wm. Jefferies.

G lasgow Secular .Society, Branch of the N.S.S. (No. 1 
Room, City Hall, Albion Street) i 6.30, Mr. Hale—“ So»li' 
Evidences for Spiritualism.”

Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, IIumberstoiR 
Gate) : 6.30, Mr. Chapman Cohen—“ The Crowning Crime 0 
Christianity.” Questions and Discussion.

Liverpool Branch N.S.S. (iS Colquitt Street, off 
Street) : 7. yy, Mr. G. H. Cowin—“ The Case for Spirit'»1 ’ 
ism.” Admission free. Discussion.

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Milton Hall, Broad Street 
Pendlebury) : March 16, at 6.30. A Social Evening. R*” 
freshments provided. Admission free. Swinton and Pcl1’ 
dlebury cars pass the door.

OUTDOOR.
Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Meetings held in the 

Ring on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, nt 7 p.m.
B"11

UNWANTED CHILDREN
In  a C ivilized Com m unity there should he no 

U N W A N T E D  Children.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Cod' 
trol Requisites and Books, send a i)4 A. stamp to—

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks*
(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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! FOR T H E  L A D IE S  !

!

who desire to have in 
time for Easter a hand­
some tweed coat at an 
extremely low cost, we 
introduce our

33/-
READY-TO-WEAR 

GARMENT

Made up in four tasteful 
styles—two double-breaBted 
and two single-breasted 
models — in eight latest 
shades and designs of light, 
warm Tweeds, and in four 
different sizes. No offer 
remotely approaching this 
has ever before appeared 
in these columns, if you 
want yours in time, write 
at once for Style and 
Pattern Card.

MACCONNELL & MABE, LIMITED
High Class Tailors

New Street, Bakewell, Derbyshire i
*«4

C H E S T  D I S E A S E S
*hcVi Z T oabo acts as regards Tuberculosis as a real

(Hr. Secliehaye in the “ Swiss Medical Review.” ) 
a„ /! aPpears to me to have a specific destructive influ- 
, 0n the Tubercle Bacilli in the same way that Quinine 

s uPon Malaria
(Dr. Grim in the King's Bench Division.)

'- sd °̂U 0rc snfierinE from any disease of the chest or lungs 
i'Jou'/rI1(X'*C or cardiac asthma excluded—ask your doctor 
Cl Hinckaloabo, or send a post card for particulars of it to 

s' Stevens. actA-106. Wornle Road. Wimbledon. Lon-
S.

Read,
W

Stevens, 304-306, Worple Road, Wimbledon, Lon- 
20, who post same to yon Free of Charge.

u,or Uers* especially T.Bs., will see in the above few lines 
wonderful news than is to be found in many volumes

°» the same subject.

b i r t h  c o n t r o l
Successful “¿N T IB IO N " System

A

tin pracHeal treatise with clear anatomical descrip- 
ns and diagrams. Latest medical information on 
•«omtely safe and hygienic lines. Send stamped 

\ rUr,essed ' envelope for pamphlet issued by 
__-KHANA, 14 F ulwood Pu c e , L ondon, W .C .i .

SOME PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS:
1 0F EMPIRES. By C. P. VOLNfcv With the Law

aadp i  • Revised Translation, with Portrait, Plates, 
iRsiic reface by Gkorgb Underwood. 5s., postage 3d.

VVm, CHRIST : MAN, GOD, OR M YTH ? By G eorge 
Bii|2ad. With a Chapter on “ Was Jesus a Socialist ?”

a giM ; *  posta*e a* d'H o f  FREETHOUGHT. By Ch.vpu.an Cohen.
Critjp-emcnt ° f  the Case for Freethought, including a 
hou«aStn °I Fundamental Religious Doctrines. Cloth 

Ud' S«.. postage 3Jid.
P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

1 75

National Secular* Society.
President :

CHAPMAN COHEN.
Secretary :

M r . F. M a n n , 6 2  Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4. 

PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTS.

SECULARISM teaches that conduct should be based 
on reason and knowledge. It knows nothing of 

divine guidance or interference; it excludes supernatural 
hopes and fears ; it regards happiness as man’s proper 
aim,, and utility as his moral guide.

.Secularism affirms that Progress is only possible 
through Liberty, which is at once a right and a duty ; 
and therefore seeks to remove even,' barrier to the fullest 
equal freedom of thought, action, and speech.

Secularism declares that theology is condemned by 
reason as superstitious, and by experience as mis­
chievous, and assails it as the historic enemy of Progress.

Secularism accordingly seeks to dispel superstition ; to 
spread education ; to disestablish religion ; to rationalize 
morality; to promote peace; to dignify labour; to extend 
material well-being; and to realize the self-government 
of the people.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are legally 
secured by Trust Deed. The trustees are the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary of the Society, with two others 
appointed by the Executive. There is thus the fullest 
possible guarantee for the proper expenditure of what­
ever funds the Society has at its disposal.

The following is a quite sufficient form for anyone who 
desires to benefit the Society by legacy :—

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particulars of 
legacy), free of all death duties, to the Trustees of the

National Secular Society for all or any of the purpose* 
of the Trust Deed of the said Society.

MEMBERSHIP.
Any person is eligible as a member on signing tlie 

following declaration :—
I desire to join the National Secular Society, and I 

pledge myself, if admitted as a member, to co-operate in 
promoting its objects.

Name

Address

Occupation................................................... ...........

Dated this......day of.................................19......

This declaration should be transmitted to the Secretary 
with a subscription.

P.S.—Beyond a minimum of Two Shillings per year, 
every member is left to fix his own subscription according 
to liis means and interest in the cause.

YOU WANT ONE.

N.S.S. BADGE.— A single Pansy flower, 
size as shown ; artistic and neat design 
iu enamel and silver. This emblem ha* 
been the silent means of introducing many 
kindred spirit*. Brooch or Stnd Fastening. 
Price gd., post free.— From T he GENERAL 
S ecretary, N .S.S.,6a, Parringdon St., E  C.4.



17Ö :m it f k k k t it t x k k r Marcii t j , 19%>

i
i
i
1
i
1

Ì
!

F O U R  L E C T U R E S
OK

FREETHOUGHT and  LIFE
By Chapman Cohen
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

Four Lectures delivered in the 
Secular Hall, Leicester, on 

Nov. 4, n ,  18 & 25,
1928

Contains Lectures on:
THE MEANING AND VALUE OF FREE- 
TIIOUGHT—FREETHOUGHT AND GOD— 
FREETHOUGHT AND DEATH—FREE- 

THOUGHT AND MORALS.

Price One Shilling
Postage ij^d.

T ue P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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PAIN E TH E PION EER

Life of Thomas Paine
By F. J. GOULD

G ii.t C loth P ortrait P ublished 4/6 net.

Price 2/- Postage 3d.
Only a limited number of copies available.

T he Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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RELIGION and WOMAN '
(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

By George Whitehead

A  psycho-analytic study of the influence of 
religious beliefs on the position of woman.

I Price Sixpence. Postage Id.

T he P ioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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Pam phlets . . .
By G W. FOOTE.

Christianity and Progress.
Price ad., postage Jid.

The Philosophy of Seoularisra.
Price ad., postage >{d.

Who Was the Father of Jesus?
Price id., postage Jid.

Voltaire’s Philosophioal D i c t i o n a r y *
Vol. I., ia8 pp., with Fine Cover Portrait, 
Preface by Chapman Cohbn.
Price 6d., postage id.

The Jewish Life of Christ. j
Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or Book of { 
Generation of Jesus. With an Historical Preface 
and Voluminous Notes. By G. W. F oote 
J. M. Wheeler.
Price 6d., postage #d.

By CHAPMAN COHEN.

Christianity and Slavery.
With a Chapter on Christianity and the Labour 
Movement.
Price i»., postage id.

God and Man.
An Essay in Common Sense and Natural 
Morality.
Price ad., postage Jid.

Woman and Christianity.
The Subjection and Exploitation of a Sex.
Price is., postage id.

Socialism and the Churches.
Price 3d., postage Jid.

Creed and Character.
The Influence of Religion on Racial Life.
Price 4d., postage id. Published at fid.

The Parson and the Atheist.
A Friendly Discussion on Religion and Llf*> 
between Rev. the Hon. E dward L y t t l e TON, 
D.D., and Chapman Cohen. 1
Price 6d., postage i}£d. Published at is. 6d. j

Blasphemy. I
A Plea for Religious Equality. I
Price 3d., postage id.

Does Man Survive Death ? (
Is the Belitf Reasonable t Verbatim Report of a J 
Discussion between Horace L eap and ChapuaR 1
Cohen. j
Price 4d., postage Jid. Published at yd.

Deity and Design. :
Price id., postage }id. I

J. T. LLOYD.By________________
God-Eating.

A Study In Christianity and Cannibalism. 
Price 3d., postage Jid.

By A. U. McLAREN.
The Christian’s Sunday.

Its History and its Fruits.
Price id ., postage Jfd.

By H. G. FARMER.I I
1 j Heresy in Art.
I * T h e ReUtrintLt OhThe Religious Opinions 

Musicians.
Price id., postage }id.

of Famous Artists and

By MIMNERMUS. 

Freethought and Literature.
Price id., postage Jfd.

The Pioneer P ress, 61 Parringdan Street, B.C.4.
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