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Views and Opinions.

Spiritualism.
(Continued from page 547.)

Lf the series of articles dealing with “  Where are the 
Dead?”  the Daily News invited the co-operation of 
Jhree Spiritualists. This was, of course, quite safe. 
’They would not be likely to say anything against 
Christianity, and, in any ease, they believed in a 
future life. The three articles were by Sir Oliver 
Lodge, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, and Mr. Robert 
Llatchford. I purpose dealing directly with Sir 
Arthur’s article, and with the other two only so far 
as the course of the argument demands. Sir Arthur 
°Pens his article by saying: —

It has always been a matter of surprise to me to 
find that the mass of evidence as to the conditions 
of life beyond the grave collected by psychic means 
has not penetrated more generally to the public.

"f'hat is a very good comment upon the statement by 
°thcr writers in the scries— a statement in which Sir 
Arthur concurs— as to man’s yearning for another 
jfu and for news of the dead. A  “  yearning ”  that 

does not and will not take the trouble to get itself 
•utisfied at the small amount of trouble demanded by 
spiritualism cannot be of a very potent quality. Sir 

rthur is surprised, because Spiritualism
ls reasonable in itself—so much so that it presents 
the most logical religious philosophy which I have 
ever heard, and it comes in a more direct way than 
any previously inspired message.

As religious philosophies go, “  the most logical ”  is 
an e(luivocal recommendation. It is certainly more 
f lr°ct than any other religious message concerning a 
uture life because, if the evidence is good, it. is 

0 . 'lead themselves who give us the infor
mation. The message is “  straight from the 
Jofse’s mouth.”  As the newspaper sporting prophets 
•*y, it is “  inspired information.”  It remains to be 
„  <Tn tvhat is the value of the logic, and whether the 
tl lnsP|red ”  information is not of the same quality as 

,at dispensed by benevolent gentlemen to credulous 
Vlsl‘ ors to the Derby.

Forcing the Cards.

I do not wish to insinuate, and am far from be
lieving that all or either of the selected three are 
deliberately deceiving their readers, but I do say that 
the way in which they present the case for Spiritual
ism cannot but deceive the unprepared person. I 
have dealt with Spiritualism at greater length in my 
book The Other Side of Death, and can only sum
marize some of the things there set down on this 
and on other heads. But here are the counts in sup
port of what has just been said. (1) The way in 
which the names of great men are paraded as those 
who have testified to the reality of “  psychic ”  (the 
word has a quite hypnotic influence on Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle) phenomena, hides the fact that some 
of those who have testified to the reality of certain 
occurrences, have specifically repudiated the 
Spiritualistic explanation of them. Neither is there 
any hint of the important truth, that many of the 
scientific men who have examined the same things 
at the same time, have rejected their genuineness. 
The case is presented as though conviction followed 
examination. (2) No mention is made of the fact 
that a great deal of what is called proof of communi
cation with the dead can be quite satisfactorily ex
plained as the action of well known and well under
stood abnormal and pathologic frames of mind. Well 
known forms of automatism— crystal gazing, auto
matic writing— far from being evidence of communi
cation with the dead, are normal experiments in all 
up-to-date pyschological laboratories. Intensification 
or deadening of certain senses are normal features of 
the hypnotic state, as are the recovery of experiences 
which are totally lost to the subject under normal 
conditions. Dual and multiple personality is an ab
normal state with which case-books of psychological 
medicine are well filled, and these will explain a whole 
host of cases that bring conviction to thousands of 
Spiritualists, and which, apparently, form part of 
the indubitable evidence that has convinced Messrs. 
Blqtchford, Doyle and Lodge. The evidence here 
is so extensive that a writer so sympathetic towards 
Spiritualism as Dr. Hyslop points out that there arc 
few “  Mediums ”  whose performances cannot be ex
plained on these lines. Of these things, not one 
Spiritualistic believer out of a thousand has any 
knowledge wliatcver. To most, the wonderful is the 
Spiritual, and, very much in the frame of mind 
that dominates the lower culture, anything that does 
not fall into line with ordinary experience may be 
taken as evidence of the activity of our friends from 
“  Summerland.”  Nor, so far as my reading of their 
works is concerned, have either of the three writers 
before 119 shown any desire to deal with the subject 
from the points of view indicated, or evince any in
dication of the importance of its l>earing upon their 
belief.
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The Question of Fraud.

It will be observed that I set the question of fraud 
entirely on one side. There is any amount of fraud 
connected with Spiritualism, and the frauds become 
more elaborate as experience invents new methods, or 
advises new precautions. And ninety-nine out of 
every hundred who investigate Spiritualism are 
splendid material for the “  flat-catcher.”  They go 
to a seance hoping to receive some message from the 
dead; they help the medium by replying to leading 
questions, they know nothing of automatisms, or the 
play of abnormal and pathologic mental states. Under 
a state of emotional tension over the death of a son, 
or a wife, or a dear friend, they submit to the hypno
tic influence of a seance room, and are on the look
out only for such obvious trickery as would scarce 
deceive a blind man. They go ready to believe and 
they come away believing. I do not, I  repeat, rest 
my case against Spiritualism on the existence, the 
palpable existence, of fraud. And I have no hesi
tation in saying that during the past fifty years, the 
.Spiritualists have had no better friends and no more 
effective propagandists than those who have gone 
about the country writing and speaking as though 
the choice before us was either Spiritualism or fraud. 
Such people are as ill-prepared to deal with the 
average case of Spiritualism as is the believing Spirit
ualist. Very often— most often— the things that have 
brought conviction to him have occurred in his own 
home, with his own wife or daughter, or son, or even 
in his own person. He knows, as certainly as he 
knows anything, that this is not fraud. And to tell 
such a man, ignorant of the real nature of what is 
going on before him, that it is either spirits or fraud, 
drives him to the position he takes up. It is in this 
way that these ill-informed enemies of Spiritualists 
have played into their opponents’ hands. I do not 
wonder that Spiritualist propagandists have always 
been ready to meet them, but have fought shy of 
those who prefer another line of attack.

So when Mr. Blatchford says that if the "  Man in 
the Street ”  will investigate Spiritualism he will be
come convinced, as he has himself been convinced, I 
am inclined to agree with him. That is exactly the 
way in which people believed for so long in spirits as 
the cause of insanity and epilepsy. But if the “ Man 
in the Street ”  can get it into his head that before 
examining anything, he ought to fit himself for the 
task, then he is most likely not to come to the same 
conclusion as Mr. Blatchford, who is obviously un
acquainted with the nature of what is going on before 
his eyes. One ought to know the factors if one 
wishes to understand the result. And watching the 
light in a dying child’s eyes, or mooning about the 
power of love can hardly be regarded as a necessary 
preparation for understanding the nature of psycho
logical processes, normal and abnormal. If it were a 
case of mechanics, or physics, or chemistry, or dis
covering the nature of a special disease, the first 
query would be as to the qualifications of the person 
who expressed an opinion. Where a religious sub
ject is concerned, knowledge is never required. It is 
enough to believe.

*  *  *

W hat am IP

Let us come back to “  the most logical religious 
philosophy.”  Some weeks ago I dealt with the argu
ment of Sir Oliver Lodge that the nervous system of 
man is an “  instrument ”  on which a spiritual en
tity plays, and that the entity continues to 
exist when the instrument is destroyed. The 
fallacy here is so patent that one can safely

say that, connected with anything but religion, 
Sir Oliver would1 have laughed it out of court. 
It is enough now to point out that, at the 
outset, Spiritualism is encumbered with the difficulty 
that meets every believer in survival. What is it 
that survives? The life of a man is evidently not a 
unit, but a multiple. If the facts warrant any con
clusion at all, it is that the life manifested by an 
organism is the total, the organized total, of the 
forces of that organism. And there is no more an 
individual life existing apart from, say, the different 
cell lives, than there is a national life apart from 
the individuals comprising the nation. National life 
is the total of individual strivings and resistances, 
achievements and neutralizations, ambitions, ideas 
and beliefs; and one might as reasonably talk of a 
nation living on after the individuals comprising it 
are dead, as speak of the co-operative product we call 
individual life as living after the different parts of the 
organism have disintegrated.

It is the same with the personality. This is clearly 
not something that is given, but something that is 
achieved. The building of a personality, as well as 
its disintegration, is something that takes place be
fore our eyes. There is no question of theory here, 
it is entirely one of fact. There is the personality of 
the child, of the youth, of the man. There is hardly 
a single time in the life of any individual when one 
could not detect a somewhat different personality 
if our observation or our instruments were keen 
enough. There is, again, the personality of the sober 
and upright man, followed, through stress of circum
stances, by that of the drunken and untrustworthy 
one. And the disintegration of personality under the 
influence of disease is one of the tragedies of the 
physician’s life. Which of these personalities is it 
that survives? One is just as real as the other. 
Why should one survive rather than the other? If 
one, why not all? If not all, why any?

To none of these questions does “ the most logical 
religious philosophy ”  give an answer. What we 
get is the information that we are just the same after 
death as we were before, but that we live in some 
uncharted country where we are graded according 
to our sympathies (Sir Arthur evidently labours under 
the delusion that a desirable existence is where 
there are no differences of taste or opinion)» 
and other information which, instead of solving the 
puzzle, only serves to create new ones. Sir Arthur 
concludes from all this that, “  The message which 
Spiritualism has been able to bring to the liumau 
race as to their future fate is not only the most 
reasonable, but also the most cheering which we have 
ever received.”  And this is done by the simple pro* 
cess of Sir Arthur and his band of spirits making 
the next world exactly what they would like it to 
be. This looks well, until one brings the different 
parts of the picture together and demonstrates the 
absurdity of it all.

* * *

Woe unto Ye Rich.
The striking thing about Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’* 

picture of the next world is its sugary inconsequence. 
And it follows so closely on the Christian theory 
the next world. The spheres into which the departed 
go are “  circular and round the world,”  there is n° 
physical pain there, but mental pain, such as re
morse, may exist. There are immense numbers of un
developed spirits, “  many of them from among t*10 
rich and famous of the earth ”  (did not Jesus s3! 
that the rich had had their good things here?)’ 
though it is difficult to see why a man, being rie*1’ 
must of necessity be more undeveloped than a P°°r
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man. These unfortunate rich and famous persons 
are passing through a condition that “  corresponds 
with the old idea of Purgatory,”  and “ there may be 
darker places for those who have been positively 
wicked, and whose reformation can only be efiected 
by punishment.”  This must be so because “  any 
narrowness of religious vision, or any limiting of 
God’s mercy to this or that sect is a dangerous mental 
condition which calls for correction.”  Finally, 
“ there is no mixture of jarring natures as on earth, 
but those who are in sympathy are attracted to
gether.”

That is quite a nice picture, exactly such as would 
commend itself to a liberal Christian, or to a preacher 
Planning a campaign to capture Christians who were 
getting dissatisfied with the doctrinal part of the re
ligion in which they had been reafed. Still, for a 
v°ry logical creed, it has its faults. Sir Arthur, or 
the spirits, appear to have overlooked the important 
tact that sympathy runs in cross sections. Two or 
three people who are sympathetically attracted, say, 
°n art, will be at daggers drawn on ethics, or poli
tics, or science, or religion. What then ? Are we 
to understand that A  is drawn to all other A ’s when 
art is on the carpet, and then is attracted to some 
°ther sphere when politics, or science, or religion, 
c°mes on for discussion ? For if human nature is 
much the same there as it is here, it must present the 
Same jangle of “  sympathies ”  there as here. “  Our 
character and our knowledge are exactly the same as 
before,”  says Sir Arthur. But there are some 
characters whose delight is in fine music, and thero 
are others who delight in seeking a companion whose 
lestes run in the direction of good beer. What then ? 
s Hiere a musical sphere and a beery sphere? It 

'coks as though there must be. Or is it the explana- 
bou that we are dealing with pictures painted in 
uccordance with the "earthly”  environment in which
the Barrator lias been trained?

^he latter seems the most feasible explanation, 
,°r those who are acquainted with spirit revelations 

u°\v that there is the widest possible divergence in 
. 10 accounts given of the next world— the world 
,U which these spirits are actually living. O11 the 

°utinent it is common to find the spirits endorsing 
10 doctrine of reincarnation. I11 England that never 

?CCMrs. Some of the spirits say they have material 
°dies, but of finer texture than those we have.

'ers do without bodies altogether. Some say the 
uvirotiinent is much like ours, others that it is cn- 

tj^ y  different. Some say they take food, others 
„ lilt f°od is unnecessary. Some say they converse by

Itvocal language, others by a kind of telepathy.
has even been declared that spiritual cigars and
whisky arc forthcoming for those who require them.

Preacher such as the Rev. Vale Owen, has been 
f0̂ CP. ''be assurance that there is a Church prepared 
ru 113 Preaching in the next world. So the story 

m oil. Now if these spirits are in any other world, 
it th°y really do come back to tell us all about 
the 1 °r° sh°uld be just a little more agreement about 
t]le lnd of world in which they arc living. But if 
the arc mistaken as to the way they live, where 

.y lve, what they eat and drink, how they converse 
thj b'ey are mistaken in all these commonplace 
nia -̂ S ab°ut which they ought to be most certain 
are 111^ not a Ŝf) *)C mistaken when they tell us they 
from '• a' ' v c ? Seriously, it would be as easy to get 
filer S01nu sP'rits the information that they arc not 
Cona° a*; ad , as it is to get the stories which Sir Arthur 

11 Goyle so trustingly hands on to us

C hapman Coiikn .

(To be concluded.)

A London Voluntary.

“ Thus do I make my fool my purse.”—Shakespeare.
“ I don’t believe in principle,

But oh I do in interest.”
Lowell, “  Biglow Papers."

T h is  is the big gooseberry season, a period when 
pressmen find a difficulty in filling the endless 
columns. The newspaper proprietors are shooting 
grouse, and the junior reporters are hunting sea- 
serpent yarns in last year’s files. Sea-serpent, how
ever, as a diet is apt to pall. Hence editors have to 
look further afield for subject matter. One pious 
pressman started a discussion on “  If Christ Came to 
London,”  and, judging by the correspondence, the 
office-boy appears to have had a hand in the journal
istic game, and enjoyed himself in the process.

Nor does the topic seem a very suitable one for the 
hot weather, or the holiday' mood. It has neither the 
merit of topicality nor novelty. The Christ legend has 
as many whiskers on it as the sea-serpent. Even as 
a journalistic stunt, it has been done before. A  
generation ago, the late William T . Stead wrote 
some forceful articles, entitled : “ If Christ Came to 
Chicago,”  and he said some very nasty things con
cerning that beautiful city which some Americans 
affectionately call “  Porkopolis.”  Stead described 
it as a cross between Port Said and Pentonville, 
which was not a compliment, and was not intended 
to be one. But time, as the proverb reminds us, 
brings in its revenges. Chaste Chicago is now the 
home of Christian gunmen, and is as sober as a Band 
of Hope. Even an austere Pilgrim Father might 
have glowed with pride at seeing a gunman’s funeral 
five miles long, with bare-headed spectators five deep 
outside the cathedral.

There is no good in arguing with editors, however. 
They are as lordly as a blue Persian cat on a cushion. 
Otherwise, a little variation could have been intro
duced, such as “  If Buddha came to Belgravia,”  or 
“  If Mahomet Came to Mile End,”  or “  If Brigham 
Young Came to Battersea.”  But this particular 
editor chose the Christian legend as the background 
of his comedy, just as Gounod chose the Faust legend 
for his opera. He also chose the little village by the 
Thames, when he might have selected the more 
popular Southend, or even Margate. So we close 
the door quietly, and leave him alone with his glory, 
and the wastepaper-basket.

Wise old Disraeli said that it is not so much what 
people say, as what they leave out, that matters. So 
with this discussion, which might as well have been 
entitled : “  Do cockles make good mothers?”  as far 
as practicality is concerned. Most of it was termino
logical thimble-rigging, and even holiday folks might 
crave something more exciting than splitting hairs, 
or chopping straws in a temperature of eighty 
degrees.

Accepting the gospel story for what it is worth, the 
youngest reporter might write that Christ’s views 
differed from those held by the respectable members 
of the Primrose League. The remarks, “  But woe 
unto you that are rich !”  and “  Blessed be ye poor,”  
prove this. A t one fell swoop, modem society is in
dicted, and, curiously, the Christian religion is 
included in the condemnation.

Consider the matter a little further. England is 
a Christian country. Foreign critics even say that 
it is the most sanctimonious country in the world. 
But it is also one of the wealthiest, and “  there’s the 
rub.”  The Church of England is one of the richest 
Churches in all Christendom. So, if Christ came to 
London, he would see stranger sights than many 
other “  old-timers.”  True, he would notice that
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motors had superseded donkeys, and aeroplanes out
stripped camels. He would marvel at such things as 
eyeglasses and spats. But he could scarcely fail to 
notice that, whilst the poor are still in the vast 
majority, the rich are even richer to-day, and the 
priests of his own Churches were amongst the worst 
offenders.

He would note that Lambeth Palace and Fulham 
Palace were the residences of two Christian priests, 
and he would see that the magnificence of the abode 
was more than matched by the splendour of the 
priests’ apparel. Whereas the dress of an ordinary 
citizen, bowler-hat, umbrella and all, costs £10, the 
attire of a Christian Bishop costs ^200. Mr. and 
Mrs. Everyman sport a penny bus, but the Right 
Reverend-Fathers-in-God roll by in their silver- 
plated limousines.

He would scarcely fail to see that the higher 
ecclesiastics were all aristocrats, and that they be
haved accordingly. He would note further that 
Christian priests were a caste apart from their 
fellows, and were styled “ reverend,”  and wore “ dog- 
collars.”  And he might notice that the present 
tenant of Buckingham Palace was styled “  head ”  of 
a Church of Christ, and that this sign of approval 
was backed up by Parliamentary sanction. By in
quiry he could ascertain that forty bishops of this 
Christian Church share ^182,700 yearly, and that the 
bachelor Bishop of London enjoys a salary of £300 
weekly, a sum sufficient to keep fifty ordinary work 
ing-class families in comparative comfort.

Nor is this all, for the bitterest irony is everywhere 
interwoven in modern Christianity. “  Peace and 
goodwill amongst men,”  proclaim tens of thousands 
of pulpits, and the same clergy also bless the 
standards of murder, christen battleships, and are 
appointed as army chaplains, at officers’ pay. To 
such a pass, after so many centuries of the Christian 
Religion, has England come; and, not only this
country, but the whole of the Western world, with 
the sole exception of Russia, which is at present the 
Cinderella of Europe.

There are other points that might occur to the 
youngest of all the reporters. For example, it might 
be advisable for the Oriental visitor to keep out of 
the way of such men as Mr. Tex Rickard, or Mr. 
Cochran. For the “  gate-money ”  that might be 
obtained by an organized tour would make
any promoter “  wealthy beyond the dreams 
of avarice.”  And the opposition of the com
mon clergy to such a proceeding might even lead to 
civil war, for there are fifty thousand priests in this 
country, and however uncivilized, they are sufficiently 
intelligent to know which side their bread is
buttered.

The young reporter will not get his chance of ex
pressing himself so fully. You remember that amus
ing burlesque of a Lyceum melodrama : “  Waiter, 
take away Lord Whatsisname; lie’s been dead two 
days.”  The famous Oriental exploited by the editor 
has been dead two thousand years (if he ever lived at 
a ll); and, from a journalistic point of view, it is too 
late for a reconquest of antiquity.

The editor could not print these things in a popu
lar newspaper, because he would fear that it might 
cease to be popular. Nor could he say that beneath 
every millionaire’s shirt-front beat a greedy man’s 
heart, for that would be unpalatable to his employer.

fat dividends. Room is always found for rubbish 
and filth. Every murderer is a handsome hero, and 
every murderess wears a halo. Sea-serpent yarns, 
ghost-stories, and similar “  muck,”  are always wel
come “  copy ”  when things are quiet. Let there be 
no mistake on this point. The writers of this trash 
do not all believe it. It is, in the last analysis, 
simply a matter of smart business, and is done to pro
mote those huge circulations which entice the ad
vertisers. M im n e r m u s .

The Christian Sexual Complex.

A mong  the most vivid recollections of my youth is 
the great purity campaign organized by the Rev- 
Hugh Price Hughes and the journalist, W. T. Stead- 
They sent spies to all the theatres and music-halls 
to watch for moral depravity. They made a great 
outcry against the Empire Music Hall in Leicester 
Square, and tried hard to get the licence taken away- 
They actually put up candidates for election, on the 
various Boroughs and Councils, for the sole purpose 
of stopping the licences of places of amusement that 
did not meet with their approval. They made a 
great outcry over the bare back of a lady athlete, 
who, under the name of Zaeo, was shot, nightly, from 
a cannon into a net, at the Westminster Aquarium.

It was Stead, at the instigation of General B o o th , 

who wrote the series of articles in his paper, the Pail 
Mall Gazette-, entitled “  The Maiden Tribute,”  f°r 
which he received three months in Holloway Gaol; 
the wily General escaping scot free, and leaving .Stead 
to hold the baby.

It was the Rev. Hugh Price Hughes and Stead who 
ruined the political career of Sir Charles Dilke, be- 
cause of his divorce. Dilke was the best man the 
Liberal Party ever produced. He would have suc
ceeded Gladstone in the Premiership, very much to 
the advantage of the Liberal Party and the country» 
as he was a man of advanced ideas, and great "i" 
tellectual ability.

Another man, greater than Dilke, whom the. 
ruined and brought to a premature death, w*'lS 
Charles Stuart Parnell, also on account of beh1? 
brought into the Divorce Court. This broke up the 
Home Rule Party, just as it was on the verge 0 
success, and delayed Irish Home Rule for a quartet 
of a century, with nearly fatal results to us duri51® 
the Great War, and terrible results to Ireland.

Our country is, unhappily, the happy hunting 
ground of the pious prude. It is the legacy left be 
hind by the Puritans and transmitted through thc 
Evangelical movement. We have made some a j 
vance, of late years, towards the discussion of sexw 
problems, but we are still far behind the Continent 
this respect. Even now, birth-control, and 
limiting of population, is violently denounced in t 
name of religion and morality, and the governffle

the
the

implored to suppress its propaganda— in spite of the
f 

tiwfact that we have to support a continual burden 
considerably over a million unemployed, and for ,̂ 
major part of whom there is not the smallest cha 
of ever being employed again. 9

The bachelor Bishop of London— who is 
urging upon others the duty of having large faI1jL v, 
— is a thorough Puritan ; the mantle of the ^ 
Hugh Price Hughes seems to have fallen upon ^

Journalists can neither do justice to themselves, nor I shoulders. He is delighted to head deputation 
serve the public honestly in a press dominated by I urge the Government to suppress something or ^  
patent-medicine and other advertisers and liquor and 1 ' ’ ’ ^  1

urge
which they regard

suppress 
as immoral. It is thr<

,/u.w.h " * "1 — — — “ I "U.v*. * O -- -----------  ,rf flfld
other vested interests. In spite of their rivalry, the I knuckling down to these miserable Pccksnn - ^  
English newspapers are of one mind in suppressing I Stigginscs that the Government has got landed 111 
advanced thought, which is understood to be fatal to | a mess over the London parks. To satisfy
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mentally diseased people, who are always obsessed 
with the intolerable idea that people were practising 
illicit connexions unblest by the sacraments of Church 
or Chapel. The Government employed plain-clothed 
spies to watch people about the parks. Now spies 
have to be paid, therefore they have to make a show 
for their money, or they would soon be shown off. 
Well, they d id ; every week a batch of culprits was 
hauled before the magistrates, fined, and nothing 
said, everybody was pleased— with the exception of 
those who were fined, but as they were only common 
undistinguished people, it did not matter— but unfor
tunately for them, they' had a great misfortune. They 
Picked on the wrong couple. Instead of a pair of 
unknown, undistinguished persons whose protests 
could be safely disregarded, they discovered (when 
too late, a la s!) that they had caught a bigger fish 
than they could land— or rather, than they could land 
ur the cells— to wit, Sir Leo Chiozza Money, the cele
brated political economist, whose works on poverty, 
Wealth, and insurance, are known all over the world.

Notwithstanding the strenuous efforts of Scotland 
Yard to rake up something reflecting upon the 
character of the young lady arrested with Sir Leo—  
uieludiug several hours at Scotland Yard, under very 
much like the American “  third degree ”  question- 
’Uff— nothing could be found, and, in fact, she was 
found to be virgo into eta. The case was dismissed. 
Yor a long time after this no further arrest for in
decency in the Park was made. But when this was 
Mentioned in the House of Commons, one was soon 
Provided.

All lovers of good English literature know the 
"Works of Havelock Ellis, the author of The New 
Spirit, Affirmations, The Vance of Life, and many 
other delightful and inspiring works. Havelock 
rthis is also a great scientist, he has Written a great 
Work dealing with the physiology and psychology of 
Scx- But you cannot obtain a copy in this country, 
'u>t in a legitimate way. For directly it was pub- 
mhed it was pounced upon by these mentally dis

eased carrion crows, prosecuted for indecency and 
ordered to be destroyed. 'Flic work circulates freely 
Ui America and on the Continent, where the author 
Is regarded as one of our greatest men of science. It 
,s enough to make any decent-minded Englishman 
ashamed of his country.

Walking out on Sunday (August 19) I was con- 
rf>nted with a placard of the Sunday Express, which 

jo u n c e d , in words of the largest type, “  A Book 
'at Must be Suppressed.”  Thinking that Mr. James 
puglas, the Editor, must have been reading the 
ible and come across some of its indecencies, I 

. ustened to obtain a copy. But it was not the Bible, 
L Was a new novel by Miss Radclyffe Hall, entitled 

10 Well of Loneliness, that Mr. Douglas wished to 
^PPress. I have not read the book. To tell the 
ruth, I am not much atttracted by sexual subjects, 
3 men of the mentality of Mr. Douglas appear to be. 

j f knew of the book was a review I had just read, 
;,y Wiss I. A. R. Wylie, the popular novelist, who 

'̂Pcaks of the author as “  an artist and a fine poet,”  
Tl ^1C k°°k as devoid “  of any shadow of offence.”  
« lL' book, it appears, deals with the problem of the 
ti^uusculino woman ” — the woman endowed with 
j u ’"'-ntality of a man— and this is how Mr. Douglas 
a s Ay at i t : “ I would rather give a healthy bov or 
t> ,c>affhy girl a phial of prussic acid than this novel, 
sol'p? kills the body, but moral poison kills the 
p . 1 Certainly, to give an extremely powerful 
m 1Son> like prussic acid— which has a pleasant smell 
Wo° . Wat of almonds— to anyone without warning 

cj be tantamount to murder, therefore Mr.
S as would rather murder a youth than allow him

to read this book ! We say deliberately, that a man 
holding such insane ideas is a danger to society, and 
is not fit to be at large. It is he, and not the book 
that ought to be suppressed.

Air. Douglas says of decadent vices : “  I have seen 
the plague stalking shamelessly through great social 
assemblies. I have heard it whispered about by 
young men and young women who do not and cannot 
grasp its unutterable putrefaction.”  There seems to 
be a patent contradiction here, for if they do not rea
lize its significance, why should they need to speak 
of it in whispers? It seems to us a palpable false
hood. For our part we have heard nothing of this 
plague degradation, or these putrid whisperings. 
Where, and in what company, does Mr. Douglas 
spend his time ? Mr. Douglas sent round to the prin
cipal libraries, Smith’s, Mudie’s, and Boots’ , who all 
replied that they' were circulating the book. Now all 
the books circulated by these libraries have to pass a 
censorship. How comes it that they cannot see the 
vileness that is so apparent to Mr. Douglas? 
He ends up his tirade with a genuinely Christian ap
peal for suppression. He sa ys: “ I appeal to the 
Home Secretary to set the law in motion. He should 
instruct the Director of Public Prosecutions to con
sider whether The Well of Loneliness is fit for circu
lation, and, if not, to take action to prevent its being 
further circulated.”

Mr. Jonathan Cape, the publisher of the book, re
plied to Mr. Douglas’ rant in a letter which appeared 
in the Daily Express (August 20), in which he asks, 
pertinently, “  why should any one give the book to 
any boy or girl? It is not intended for boys and 
girls.”  And he adds that it was not published “  for 
the general and promiscuous reader. To this end we 
published it in a special and sober format, and at tire 
high price of fifteen shillings, with a view to keep
ing it out of the hands of the general novel-reading 
public.”  But the result of Mr. Douglas’s article will 
nullify this expedient, and: give the book a wide 
circulation. In conclusion he says that he is sending 
copies of the work to the Home Office and the Public 
Prosecutor, and lie will abide by their decision. He 
is not, “  however, prepared to withdraw it at the be
hest of the Editor of the Sunday E x p r e s s We 
shall watch the outcome with interest.

W. M ann.

[Since Mr. Mann’s article was written, the Home Secre
tary has stated to Messrs. Jonathan Cape that in his 
opinion The Well of Loneliness should not be circulated. 
The publisher has therefore withdrawn the book.—E ditor.]

Life.

T he Spring— Youth’s thrill—
Joy and song!

O h ! Take your fill,
D a y -lo n g !

The Summer’s glee—
Too quickly goes!

For you, for me 
A rose!

Autumn— ch illy!
Youth now fled;

Love, a L ily;
Rose—dead!

Winter—Fires—
Growing old;

Dream—desires;
Hearts cold!

J. M. Stuart-Young.
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The Resurrection.

The word resurrection is derived from two roots re, 
back, and recto, I rise, meaning to rise again or return 
to the original state. The Shorter Catechism teaches as 
follows :—

The souls of believers are at their death being made 
perfect in holiness do immediately pass into glory, and 
their bodies being safe in the Lord do rest in their 
graves till the resurrection.

People repeating the Apostles Creed also make the 
following confession :—

I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting.

That the dead will rise again out of their graves has 
been the firm conviction of all Christians since the be
ginning of the Christian Era. This belief is simply an 
absurd delusion, for the science of chemistry proves it to 
be an utter impossibility.

Every student of chemistry knows that the bodies of 
all animals, human or otherwise, are a composition of 
the elements oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen and carbon, 
with a percentage of mineral matter, principally lime, 
which is an oxide of the metal calcium, lime being 
Ca O, in the bones. The body of a person of average 
weight is estimated to contain about n o  lbs. of water 
II2O in combination with the other elements. These 
elements cannot be destroyed, but pass from one com
bination into another according to circumstances. At 
the death of an animal the combinations, constituting 
the body, begin to disintegrate, and new combinations 
are formed giving rise to the offensive smell attending 
the decomposition of a dead body. It is quite im
material if a dead body is burnt or placed in a grave, 
the result will be the same in the end, the only differ
ence being that the crematorium will accomplish in 
about an hour, what the course of nature will take per 
haps years to perform. The new combinations will 
eventually find their way to the surface of the earth, 
cither mixing with and being brought down again by 
rain, or percolating upward through the earth, and con
stitute the food of plants, grasses, etc., and eventually 
the bodies of other animals later on. The writer remem
bers, when he was a boy, that his father shot the 
jackals that came prowling round our house in Ceylon 
at night, and they were buried in a grass field at the 
back of the house. Their graves could be plainly seen 
as the grass above them grew more luxuriantly, and of 
a darker green colour. Our cows that supplied us with 
milk ate this grass in preference to the other, so in all 
probability the elements that once formed part of the 
jackal’s bodies passed into ours eventually. We cannot 
follow the elements of their peregrinations, or there 
might be some startling revelations; for instance, a 
haughty aristocrat dining on a nice steak or chop in a 
West-end restaurant would be horrified to think that 
some of the elements in that steak or chop once formed 
part of the body of some dirty wretch that died down 
Whitechapel way, which is neither improbable nor im
possible. With the exception of some meteoric stones 
that have fallen upon it, nothing has come into, or gone 
out of our world since it became capable of supporting 
life. What then has become of the bodies of all the 
individuals that have lived and died on it since, 
as it is no larger now than it was at first ? That proves 
that nature must be using the same elements indefi
nitely, and is in accordance with two texts in the Bible.
I11 Genesis, Chapter iii. verse 19, it says : “  In the sweat 
of thy brow shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground, for out of it wast thou taken, for dust thou 
art, and unto dust shalt thou return,” and again in 
Ecclesiastes Chapter i. verse 9, we read : “  The thing 
that hath been, it is that shall be, and that which is 
done is that which shall be done : and there is no new 
thing under the sun.” These two texts are plain 
enough, and prove an old belief that we have only the 
loan of the elements during our lifetime, which is con
clusively proved by the science of chemistry. If there 
was such an absurd thing as a resurrection of the body, 
to which individual would the various elements belong 
on that occasion, which formed part or whole of their 
bodies during their lifetime ? The idea of a resurrection 
of the bod}-, as believed in by all Christians, is ridicu

lous nonsense and goes to prove that the founder, or 
founders, of the Christian religion must have belonged 
to the ignorant lower class, who had no more idea of 
the processes of nature than a cow has of astronomy. 
Of the three great religions, Christianity, Mohamme
danism, and Buddhism, the first two are of Semitic 
origin, and an offspring of Judaism. Christianity is the 
worst of the two, and only fit to delude children, 
savages, or very ignorant people, while it is quite in
comprehensible that many clergymen of all sects and 
denominations, who are supposed to be men of education 
and know something of chemistiy, continually delude 
their hearers with the idea of the resurrection of their 
bodies at some indefinite future period. It is the result 
of self-interest or mental deficiency. The third-named 
of the three religions, Buddhism, is on the contrary of 
Aryan origin, and being founded by a prince, who un
doubtedly had the best education it was possible to get 
in his time, Buddhism is free from all the preposterous 
nonsense contained in the Christian religion, and docs 
not come in conflict with science.

A lex S. Guthrie.

Acid Drops.

Some weeks ago a paragraph in this portion of the 
paper referred to the growth of more liberal thinking 
among Christians as being due to the propaganda carried 
on by Freethinkers. "Padre,”  of the Methodist Times, 
affects surprise at this, and thinks it is all due to 
Charles Dickens, education, and the spirit of Christ. 
That is a rather curious jumble, and we should be the 
last to belittle the influence of education or of Charles 
Dickens. As to the spirit of Christ, that is so nebulous 
a quantity that one never knows what the devil it 
means, save that it will mean whatever anyone cares to 
make it. But the “  Padre ”  shows a curious unacquaint' 
anee with the growth of liberal thinking in the nine
teenth century— to be, apparently, unaware of the keen 
and persistent attacks made upon Christian doctrines 
and Christian hypocrisy for many years before ever 
Dickens wrote a line. Paine, Owen, Godwin, Shelley 1 
Hunt, Hetherington, Carlile, with hundreds of others, 
right through Bradlaugh and Plolyoake up to the present 
issue of the Freethinker have all the time been com
pelling Christians to drop one piece of humbug after

in lid1another. “  The spirit of Christ ”  had about 
to do with the whittling down of Christian 
tions as the lowing of a cow has to do with the pre
cession of the equinoxes.

supersti-

But there is still plenty to do. The “  Padre 
offers evidence of this in his concluding paragraph- 
For lie repeats the story of a Freethinker’s funeral, d 
which no sort of religious rites were observed. And oUe 
of the mourners said, “  We cannot leave him like this, 
so a prayer was offered at the graveside. It is all ver) 
ridiculous, although it is quite conceivable that wit*1 
the impudence and shocking bad taste of Christians ol 
such occasions, someone filled with “  the spirit 0 
Christ ”  might have so misbehaved himself. But to*c 
as it is, and for the purpose for which it is told, 1 
looks as though the “  Padre ”  still subscribes to tl>c 
good old Christian doctrine that lies told for the great01 

lory of God are excusable and even laudable.

A Sunday school teacher has asked the Rev. H- 
Carter to explain the doctrine of the Trinity in terms 
be understood by ordinary persons. Mr. Carter 
first of all, that thought he can say he believes >n 
doctrine, lie does not mean that it is clear to him,
that he can explain it. The doctrine of the Trinity ( 
says, was formulated, not to offer an explanation 0 
mystery, but to admit the fact of a mystery. It vvaŜ Jj(i 
attempt to express a truth that was avowedly be) 
logic. Who wouldn’t be a Christian ! Thank hem fv 
Freethinkers are not called upon to believe in somel > £ 
they don’t understand and can’t explain. One 01
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Rreat benefits conferred by Freethought is that it lifts 
from the mind of man the incubus dumped there by 
Christian mystery-mongers.

Ihe so-called “  naughty theatres ”  of Paris are declared 
have reformed. The reason given is that they have 

become unprofitable through changes in French taste, 
as well as by world-wide criticism of the type of per
formance given during the first decade of this century, 
ff they have reformed, the likely reason is that the taste 
°f foreign visitors to Paris has changed of recent years, 
'f is a well-known fact that travellers from puritan-bred 
countries visited Paris to enjoy what at home they 
thought was naughty. These were the clients whom 
such theatres chiefly catered for. It is curious that the 
change is taste should coincide with indifference to rc- 
bgion, which is so marked a feature of this decade.

bi the Sunday School Chronicle, a writer says that 
contempt is always one of the hardest things to endure. 
;' ” d contempt directed against one’s religious faith is 

form of assault that makes it supremely difficult to 
’°ld religious faith unshaken. We are glad to have this 
"P’nion from a Christian writer. We have never con
cealed our dissent of the Christian religion, and we have 
’’’variably shown why it excites our contempt. It is 
Ratifying to learn that this type of attack on the 

oristian superstition is pretty deadly. Other writers 
a”d speakers in the Freethought cause should make a 
"°te of the fact. Contempt gives the Christian’s compla
cence a ntde jolt, and sets him wondering whether his 
creed deserves it.

Ihe Rev. C. W. Andrews, a Wesleyan, says that in 
. when war was declared, the great majority of 

lri$tian ministers supported it. What he might now 
explain is, how they managed to square the pacifist 
caching of Jesus with their support of war. Again, if 
lc parsons, Iliblc in hand, could find justification for 
le last war, and invoke God’s blessing on it, why won’t 
.c sainc justification serve for the next war? If not, 

^ ’y not? Mr. Andrews appears to think that through 
’° last war, people have now begun to realize the 

in’ • y  a'u' stupidity of all wars. Well, since the 
lority of parsons have always blessed and justified 

‘ s> this implies that it is from human experience, and 
’ from priests and a God-inspired Book, that people 

lllst learn what is folly.

of ^ev‘ ^ r' Luther Lovejoy, of Chicago, is Secretary 
«list ° stewardship department of the American Metho- 
th- Episcopal Church. The reverend gentleman thinks 
u,' ^’c “ Stewardship Movement ” is a good thing.

.^ther that is an American invention for encouraging 
Lbc^n'111 ,nuf’s t° putt with their hard-earned money, 
hftht >̂OĈor say s that when people under the bright 
Vq1 c>f the Christian faith understand the principles in
least ' w’ "  "  Rladly and hilariously ”  offer at
,]0 , a tenth of their income for religious purposes. No 
,  they will, provided they clearly understand the 
(lesirUCipleS-”  "f'l'esc> we fancy, arc that if a Christian 
bell Cf  lnabe sure of everlasting bliss and to escape 
if ^  lc; must be prepared to pay the price. After all, 
for c Christian tale be true, one-tenth of one’s income 
°beapSSUrance anc* insurance is really “  hilariously ”

Was - ? ru that the inventor of the Stewardship stunt 
most a CV -^r' Calkins. And we arc told that
l)<jpart lneriean Churches have now a Stewardship 
to pu , cnt- Quite so; one can safely trust the parsons 

1 a good thing with money in it.

Jesus Christ was a master-builder (Luke xx. 17), an 
expert stone-mason and memorial stone designer 
(Matt. xxvi. 13), a loud-speaker (John xix. 37), a 
numismatist (Luke xx. 24), a non-talker (John xiv. 30), 
a hater of lawyers (Luke xi. 52), a democrat (Luke vi. 46), 
a republican (Mark xiii. 9), a Roman Catholic (Rom. i. 7), 
a Protestant (1 Cor. xv. 31), a Jew (Luke ii. 4), a Gentile 
(Acts vii. 45).

Walter is a smart fellow, but surely somewhere there 
ought to be evidence that Jesus was also a painter in 
water colours, a member of the Royal Commission on 
¡Mites in Cheese, a lavatory attendant, Head of Scotland 
Yard, a slow-combustion-engine-builder, a steward on a 
Thames Steamboat to Richmond, editor of the Bottomley 
Bull, chauffeur to Lady Godiva Fish, the hindlegs of 
the Blondin-donkey, and composer of “  Show me the 
way to go home.”  Cannot somebody even now let 11s 
know everything about what Jesus Was? Biography on 
the instalment plan is most irritating. Is he to remain 
eternally The Man Whom Nobody Except Goldberg 
Knows ?

But everything is not lovely about the life of Jesus. 
Thus the Charleston Ministerial Association of West 
Virginia reproaching their Lord and Master for being a 
bit of a boozer. Here is their Resolution : —

Be it resolved:
1. That Christ, otherwise the one perfect man, made a 

mistake in furnishing wine for beverage purposes at a 
marriage feast.

2. That as a user of wine for beverage purposes 
Christ had Himself to blame for the reproach of being 
called a wine-bibber.

3. That in setting His approvel on the use of wine for 
beverage purposes Christ, in the language of Dr. 
Cherrington, belonged to a lower civilization.

4. That we recommend to all Christian bodies the sub- 
stition of unfermented grape juice for wine at the com
munion service.

The next word is with Christ. Will he blast the 
Charleston Ministerial Association of West Virginia, like 
he cursed the barren fig-tree? And will they “ wither 
away ”  like the fig-tree did? I should say not. But if 
Jesus Christ lakes this rebuke lying down, there will be 
some more complaints about defects in this “  otherwise 
perfect man.”  Using naughty words to his mother may 
be the next. Misbehaviour in the Temple, even cursing 
the fig-tree may be brought up against him presently. 
Section 4 may be merely the interested advice of mini
sters anxious to retain the licenced quota of “ fermented 
wine for communion use ”  for their own dinner tables, 
by creating a demand in the congregation for a cheaper 
and commoner commodity.

According to a reverend writer, the Prince of Wales 
is a voracious reader, with a special liking for the best 
short stories, biography and memoirs. It is a pity the 
reverend gent, was not able to state authoritatively that 
the Prince has a great affection for the Bible. That 
would be a real asset to the Churches. For, there are 
so many of the half-baked who are eager to read what 
some royal person declares his fondness for.

Mr. W. R. Morris, the motor-car manufacturer, has 
promised a gift of ¿38,000 for building a new maternity 
home in connexion with Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford. 
One thing is certain, the money will benefit a large num
ber of persons. That is more than could be said if the 
money were used to build a praying-shed.

A learned professor sa y s : “  Science and Religion 
have too seldom been in conflict because they have too 
seldom met.”  Why? Because religion has so often been 
retreating ?

Walter 'r  t '^  Jesus • An American parson, 
the f0jjo ‘'berg, writing in the Carolina New 
”e\v << or’ginal, novel and interesting pr<

c he is writing : —

Denbighshire Education Committee has unanimously 
decided to introduce “  Bible teaching ”  into all Council 
schools. Since the majority of rate-payers comprise per
sons indifferent to religion, Roman Catholics, Jews, and
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Freethinkers, the Committee should be asked why it is 
thought right that these ratepayers’ money should be 
used to help propagate the Protestant Christian faith.

Prompted by God, of course, the League of Loyal 
Churchmen and the Protestant Alliance have protested 
against the appointment of Dr. Lang as Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the objection being that Dr. Lang is leader 
of the Anglo-Catholics. The protest is no doubt one of 
God’s means of convincing doubters how true is the 
claim that the Christian religion promotes unity, 
brotherhood, and fellowship, and lots of other nice 
things to be attained only through , belief in Christ 
Jesus.

In America, the Rev. Dr. Cadman recently described 
the Liverpool Conference of the Wesleyan Church. It 
stationed the preachers, he said, legislated for the 
Church at large, heard appeals, sanctioned new enter
prises, and determined the work and worship of Wesley’s 
followers. This suggests that the Wesleyan Conference 
was an excellent commercial enterprise, efficiently con
ducted on the lines of “  big business ’ ’— which, of course, 
it is. Everything is done to secure continued patronage 
for the Wesleyan commodity. If Christ had come to 
Liverpool, no doubt he would have congratulated the 
parsons on their efficient business methods and insight.

sectarian, and openly one-sided. But the B.B.C. pro- 
fesses to do what it does in the name of education. It 
is dominated by the fear of giving offence to the 
Churches.

One result appears to have been achieved. So long 
as it could, the B.B.C. kept up the pretence that its re
ligious work was undertaken as a response to the bom
bardment it received from listeners in asking for re
ligious services. We were able to expose the glaring 
absurdity of assuming that the people who will not at
tend church at any price are rapidly anxious to have a 
church service and silly sermons given them over the 
wireless. Now the “  Director of Education ”  (what a 
grandiloquent title for a man who is plainly a mere in
strument in an entertainment business! It is worthy of 
the United .States at its worst) Mr. J. C. Stobbart, ad
mits that the demand for these talks is a minority 
demand. It will be remembered that the demand that all 
sides of religion should be presented if any were ad
mitted, was rejected on the ground that it was only a 
minority who made this demand. But when a minority 
ask for religion, the question is quite different. Professor 
Waterhouse belongs to the Wesleyan College at Rich
mond. He was one of the contributors to the Daily 
News series on “ Where are the Dead?”  and if his 
“  talks ”  are on the same level as his article, those who 
take any pleasure in them have our sincere sympathy.

Four Methodist ministers, each living in a University 
city, are anxious that their Church shall not lose clients. 
The four are appealing to ministers and parents to send 
the names of all Methodists going for their first term to 
the various Universities. The response to this appeal 
has in previous years, we learn, been very disappoint
ing; only a few names were sent. And the appealing 
four hint that many Methodist students escaped, so to 
speak, from the fold. We are inclined to fancy that the 
students who dodged the parson’s officious solicitude 
were not at all sorry to get free of the blighting influ
ence of the creed they were cradled in.

The Salvation Army has published Stories of Army 
Triumphs. Each of the tales, says a pious reviewer, 
"  exalts the wonders of redeeming grace ” ; and, you 
may be sure, the wonders of the Salvation Army re
ceive honourable mention. For the coppers of the pious 
have to be conjured into the coffers of the “ Army” —else, 
how are the many thousands of the “  Army’s ”  paid 
officials to get their wages ? The Army records its own 
victories, and these are not subject to revision.

Lowestoft recently had to put up with a week’s open- 
air services by Wesleyan ministers on the sands. There 
was, we arc told, no difficulty in getting a crowd, and 
each preacher’s heart rejoiced to see “  the eager, wistful 
expression ”  on the faces of the listeners. Perhaps the 
ease in getting a crowd is accounted for by the fact that 
many of the pious are on holiday. But one may be 
sure that the “  outsiders ”  didn’t trouble the mission. 
Being more wholesome minded, they were not anxious 
to hear the doleful story of the Man of Sorrows. It 
doesn’t blend happily with the holiday spirit.

The B.B.C. appears to be determined to pursue its 
course of evangelizing the British people, and its latest 
is to announce six talks by the Rev. Professor Water- 
house, on “  Some Ideas and Ideals in the World’s Re
ligions.”  Of course a Christian preacher is selected for 
the job, and everyone knows that the outcome of the 
talk will be to prove that any religion is only good so 
far as it approximates to Christianity, and is bad so far 
as it departs from it. And, equally, of course, the 
B.B.C. dare not permit any kind of criticism of this par
ticular parson’s presentation of the case. We hope that 
all our readers will make their protests heard against 
this blatant utilization of the B.B.C. machinery as an 
evangelistic agency. In its way it is even more con
temptible than any of the Churches. These are frankly

The Reverend Billy, the world-famous clown, has 
made a will instructing his executors to “  send for a 
tanner when I am dead and have me skinned. I want 
drums made out of my old hide, and I want my wife to 
tell the world that I still live to give the devil the best 
run he can for his money, for I want men to go out and 
beat those drums to get an audience for the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.”  There should be no serious difficulty in 
utilizing the great evangelist’s skin. How admirably 
the preacher knows his own best point. How awkward 
for his executors if he had thought of anything to be 
done with his brains! For this is one of B illy’s many 
proofs that man can live fifty years without brains: 
“  The Volstead Law of Prohibition,”  he recently said, 
“  is the greatest social reform, moral decision, and re
ligious act, since Good Friday The First.”

The Veil. Archdeacon Jones, Vicar of Builth Wells, 
is quite convinced that his dog has a soul, although l,c 
is not so sure about "  vicious types of animals.”  Hc 
believes his dog will have immortality because he think* 
it has the religious instinct “  strongly developed.”  ^ 
would attend the week-day services and sit quietly 
through the whole of the proceedings. On Sunday d 
was not allowed to go, and so the poor dog had to sit id- 
home engaged, one may hope, in private religious medi' 
tations. In the house it was often present during 
prayers, and sat quietly till the prayers were finished- 
So the good Vicar hopes to have his dog with him 111 
heaven. Well, we have read many worse reasons for ;l 
future life, and this is as good a one as any wc havC 
come across. Only we venture to remind the Vicar that 
the only animal we read of as being in heaven is ,a 
jackass, and we have only the word of the Koran f°f 
that.

Thought for the Week.

Freethinkers may he grouped in. two 
classes. Those who THINK what they can 

do to propagate F recthought, and those 
who no what they can. It is the latter that 

counts.
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National Secular Society.

The Funds of the National Secular Society are now 
legally controlled by Trust Deed, and those who wish 
to benefit the Society by gift or bequest may do 90 
with complete confidence that any money so received 
will be properly administered and expended.

The following form of bequest is sufficient for 
anyone who desires to benefit the Society by w ill : —  

I hereby give and bequeath (Here insert particu
lars of legacy), free of all death duties, to the 
Trustees of the National Secular Society for all or 
any of the purposes of the Trust Deed of the said 
Society, and I direct that a receipt signed by two 
of the trustees of the said Society shall be a good 
discharge to my executors for the said legacy.

Any information concerning the Trust Deed and 
lts administration may be had on application.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
"  The Pioneer Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,
Clerkcnwcll Branch."

Letters for the Editor of the "  Freethinker"  should be 
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
attention.

The “  Freethinker "  will be forwarded direct from the pub
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad):— 
One year, 15/-; half year 7/6; three months, 3/9.

Sugar Plums.

To-dav (September 2) Mr. Cohen will speak in the 
Town Hall, Birmingham, on “  Some Things Christians 
Ought to Know.”  The chair will be taken at 7 o’clock. 
Admission is free, but there will be the usual collection. 
We hope that Birmingham friends will do what they 
can to make the meeting as widely known as is possible.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

^hose .Subscribers w ho  receive tiieir copy of the 
'F reethinker ”  in a GREEN WRAPPER w ill  tlease 

take it that a renewal of tiieir subscription is due. 
T uey w ill also oblige, if they do not want us to 
continue sending the paper, by notifying us to that 
Effect.

' I'ISher— Sorry to hear you have been unwell. The 
obituary notice appeared in due course. Thanks for notes, 
whieh we regret we are unable to use.

^ b.I>.—There seems always to he plenty of money about 
for any kind of superstitious foil} .

Chester-le-Strebt Branch asks us to acknowledge the 
receipt of a parcel of Freethinkers for distribution from 
311 unknown friend.

A-. Me It INN.—The story about Darwin’s death-bed is pure 
nivontion. The members of his family have exposed the 
he several times, but that does not, of course, prevent 
good Christians repeating it.

-b ads worth.—We should have no objection to printing
s”ch cards as you suggest, if we thought that enough 

’̂<)nhl he displayed. What arc the stamps enclosed for?
u do not say.

Cere.” —Pleased to hear from you again. Wc really 
snould like to get the considered opinion of an intelligent 
'M'e oh tile proceedings of some humans. Other points 
noted.

W / A
1 boi.UNs.. We should be glad to take things easier, hut 
the work must be done, and that decides the matter. Your 
jase looks like “ Blessed is he of whom the Lord takes no 

b'od.” Shall hope to see you soon.
Arnold.—Messrs Constable & Co., publish a series of 

j Be books at aliout 2s. each, which will contain the in- 
11 (nation you desire. Your suggestion of a series of 

,ntides on “ Great Preetihnkers ”  is a good one and is

W
S. Sonny.- Letters are held over till next

noted.
A’Mann asm,
issue.'
^Roberts.—Pleased to know that you found the Material- 

,”1. -stated so helpful and so enlightening. A new 
' lt,on should he required in the near future, but it will 
0 be enlarged. We prefer its present compact form.

I'he ,f p
ret I rcc™inkcr ”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 

Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
Thl po:tcd 10 offiL. F

StrPC,CUlar Aocicly, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon 
■¡■I ect■ London, E.C.4

S t , " ? 1?”*1 Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon
fFhen

*cxl,

ect- London, E.C.4
the sservices of the National Secular Society in con- 

°n with Secular Burial Services arc required, all com-
1’fu»icatioF, i\i ~"ons sh°uld he addressed to the Secretary, Mr. 

l.Cr-eeturc r H’ lvlnK as ônS notice as possible.
/•;.£ 6 Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
inscriC(i V Tuesday, or they will not be

Orders ,
of thc°:. « « * « «  should be sent to the Business Manager 
and not ? neer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 

01 to the Editor.

As will be seen from our advertisement pages, the 
public debate on “  Materialism : Has it been exploded?” 
between Air. Cohen and Air. C. E. AI. Joad, will take 
place at tlie Caxton Hall, on Wednesday, September 26. 
The price of admission will be : reserved seats, 2s. 6d. 
and is. 6d., and unreserved seats is. There will also be 
a small number of platform tickets at 5s. We would 
strongly advise all those who wish to be present to 
secure tiieir tickets at once or they will in all proba
bility be disappointed. The tickets may be obtained 
from the Freethinker office, the office of tlie National 
Secular Society, or from the Rationalist Press Associa
tion. The chair will be taken by the Right Hon. J. AI. 
Robertson. Mr. Joad is the author of a number of books 
on philosophical subjects, and it is to be hoped that 
listeners will hear the most that may be said against 
the Materialistic position. We fancy that this is the 
first time the subject lias been debated to the exclusion 
of other issues.

Mr. George Whitehead will be in Manchester for a 
fortnight’s propaganda from .September 1. A detailed 
list of the times ajid places of meetings will be found in 
“  Lecture Notices.”  We hope that as many of the 
“  Saints ” as possible will be present to support the 
speaker, and that Freethinkers in Manchester will do 
what they can to make the meetings widely known.

Last week wc printed a paragraph commenting on the 
new move among the Christian Scientists which per
mitted members of that body “  co-operating ”  with 
medical men. Wc have received, as a result of that para
graph, two letters. One hails from the Christian Science 
Committee on publication, which states that there has 
been no split, and that those who think they can combine 
medical practice with Christian Science are not members 
of the Church as established by Mary Baker Eddy. The 
other comes from the Christian Science Parent Church, 
which explains that since the death of Mrs. Eddy 
Christian Science practice lias- “  largely become a com
mercialized faith cure,”  and that “  the records of dis
ease, death, and invalidism among Christian Scientists 
have, of recent years, presented an appalling picture.” 
This Church is under the leadership of Airs. Annie C. 
Bill, and claims to be in the line of true dcsent. So we 
must leave these two bodies to settle which is and which 
is not the real Simon Pure. It is just, as well that the 
folly of the world should be as variegated as possible. 
It would be deadly dull were it otherwise.

Air. C. R. Boyd Freeman lias just issued, through the 
Pioneer Press, Priestcraft: A Study of the Exploitation 
of the Religious Sentiment. Air. Freeman writes with 
the gloves off, and docs not mince matters when handling 
what is really one of the greatest curses from which 
modern civilization suffers. Mr. Freeman is mainly con
cerned with the Roman priesthood, but his impeachment 
really strikes at the priesthood under whatever form it 
exists. The price of the work is 6s. post free, 6s. 3d.
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The W ill to Deceive.

Mr . C hapman Cohen, writing on the will to believe, 
in a recent number of the Freethinker, hits the nail 
on the head, and drives it home in his usual vigorous 
and effective fashion. To believe some of the non
sense that passes current as profound thought would 
seem to indicate either the most determined will, or 
congenital imbecility.

One cannot class among the imbeciles, such men as 
Sir Oliver Lodge or Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; nor, 
from what I have seen of them, the professional 
Spiritualists or Christian Science practitioners. These 
last are by no means imbeciles. They are cunning 
knaves who have formed a pretty accurate estimate 
of the average standards of education and intelli
gence. The will to believe is more often the will to 
deceive, and if one can succeed in first deceiving him
self, the deception of others is greatly facilitated. 
We have also to bear in mind the love of the mar
vellous, the mysterious and the uncanny present in 
most people, and the pathetic and childlike credu
lity that goes with it.

This credulity is not confined to the uneducated. 
It is often found amazingly developed in the learned 
and the intellectual whose pursuits, one would have 
thought, might lead to a more critical frame of mind. 
Neither Sir Oliver Lodge nor Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle are, I think, “  psychic.”  They have to 
accept what they are told by those who pretend to 
be, and they observe the phenomena produced by 
these people and then form their own conclusions, 
or rather, they accept such conclusions as are sug
gested to them. But, if these two gentlemen were 
not thoroughly honourable they might easily become 
psychic, and then we would witness some very re
markable developments. It is very easy to lie. But 
neither of them will lie if they know it, and they are 
themselves so far removed from anything which 
savours of dishonour, that they are reluctant to attri
bute deliberate lying and dishonourable practices to 
others, unless absolutely forced to do so. This last 
is most regrettable, since, in the case of Sir Conan 
Doyle, the creator of .Sherlock Holmes, we might 
have had some drastic exposures, whereas he is now 
only numbered among the dupes.

Sir Arthur’s bias came out clearly during a 
recent police court case in which he appeared as a 
witness. Among other things, it was stated that one 
of the defendants had acted as a “  control ”  for a 
Sioux Indian, who died 400 years ago. This claim 
was sufficiently ridiculous in itself; it did not seem to 
occur to anyone to ask how an Indian chief of 400 
years ago come to express himself in English— unless 
indeed the English language is the current speech of 
the spirit world !

Counsel asked Sir Arthur : “  What is the pur]>ose 
of sitting with a medium, and what is it hoped to 
gain thereby?”  T o which the witness replied :
”  Several purposes. One purpose is to refute the 
idea that death ends all. We wish to strengthen 
what we regard as the central core of religion, which 
is that man carries on after death.”

Here we have the whole matter put in a nutshell. 
This is in line with religious practice in all ages, 
namely, that any kind of fraud and imposture may 
be resorted to for the purpose of bolstering up state
ments which cannot be supported in any other way.
I do not suggest that this was actually in the mind of 
the witness, but such is the subconscious influence of 
religious thought in all its forms, Christian or other
wise. Religion— using the word in its conventional 
sense— is never in harmony with the facts of life, it is

always untrue, and it expresses itself ultimately, and 
inevitably, in falsehood and deception.

It is as easy for a man of a religious habit of mind 
to lie as it is for a duckling to take to the water. It 
follows as a stream flows along its course. There is 
no alternative. Beginning with a lie, as most re
ligions— certainly all god-religions— do, other lies 
follow as the bubbles on the surface of the stream.

In the course of somewhat extended travels in 
various parts of the world, especially in the Far East, 
it has interested me to study the various religions 
and superstitions which I have encountered. In 
India I have associated with, or closely observed, 
sundry' kinds of Swami, yogi, sadhu, fakir, and 
others who deal in the occult and the supernatural. 
And I have come to the considered conclusion that 
they are all frauds. A  good many of them succeed 
in deceiving themselves, but many more have not 
even this virtue, if virtue it be. It is the same thing 
in the end, however, with all of them; they proceed 
to deceive others as a matter of course, usually to 
their own advantage. The marvellous stories told 
about them are nearly all fiction. Some of them can, 
certainly, perform wonderful feats. But that we 
cannot explain how these things are done, does not 
justify the assumption that the performers are 
possessed of supernatural, or even 'supernormal, 
powers. I do not know how the lady on the stage, 
whom I once saw escape from the cabinet in which 
she was enclosed, presently emerged from the wings. 
Messrs. Maskclyne and Dcvant know, and they also 
know that the supernatural had nothing to do with 
it. So it was with the mango-tree, which a half- 
naked Indian caused to grow under a piece of old 
sacking without any stage apparatus' whatever. But 
there are other things said to be accomplished by 
these jugglers which they never have done, and 
which no one has ever seen. It is easy to lie.

If, to what I know of Eastern “ magic,”  occultism, 
and the rest, l were to add the ingredient of a some
what lively Irish imagination, I could easily conic 
out as a first-class mystery man, and might succeed 
in putting the theosophical Mahatmas into the shade. 
I can, however, quite successfully inhibit any spirit' 
ualist medium, or crystal-gazing seer, so that no 

phenomena ”  will result. I have, indeed, been 
accused of being two quite contradictory things, a 
hardened sceptic whose disposition is so inimical to 
the spiritual intelligences that they will not coiuc 
anywhere near, or a kind of black magician deliber
ately guilty of using counter-influences against them ! 
The real truth is that I know the whole of this 
“  occult ”  business to be fraud and humbug from 
start to finish. At the ordinary spiritualist meeting- 
a medium pretends that he, or she, can see the spirits 
of defunct relatives or friends standing by one’s chair, 
and proceeds to describe them. As a matter of fact, 
the medium is lying, sees nothing of the sort. Listen 
attentively, and it will become apparent that a* 
such descriptions arc of so commonplace and genera 
a kind that anyone may make them fit in with sonic- 
one once known. Especially is this the case if 011 
desires to find a resemblance and connexion. The 
medium is, all the time, directing the mind of the 
person addressed with that end in view. Finally, tha 
person will make admissions giving the medium 
clue, and so one thing leads to another until an 
identity is established. The rest is easy.

The way to inhibit this is to render one’s mind a 
blank when addressed by the medium, and then 
deliberately to think of some other person fi111 
different, as the description of the “  spirit ” 
ceeds. The medium will be at a loss and finally 1 
test will break down. On the other hand, one ®a>>
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hy following the description closely, and thinking 
intensely of someone who is not dead, make it that 
°f a person very much alive, and not a “  spirit ”  at 
ai l ! It is just exactly thus that the devotees of 
Spiritualism arc imposed upon and made to believe 
that they are in touch with deceased relatives or 
friends. It is sheer, imaginative deception.

The vast, uncritical credulity of the majority of 
people is the basis upon which all this fraud is built 
UP- They need little encouragement to tell tales of 
the marvellous. On more than one occasion I have 
listened to such stories, and have capped them by 
others, based upon which I have seen in the East. 
There was no question about my being believed. I 
"'as believed most implicitly. And then, when at 
the end I said, “ It is not true. I made it all up. 
Ton see, it is so easy to lie,”  I ceased at once to be 
Popular! Human nature is a strange thing, and 
human credulity still stranger.

A man of my acquaintance says that at one time 
he was a sceptic, a rationalist of sorts. But he 
Underwent an operation under ether. The effect of 
*he drug was to produce hallucination of an extra
ordinarily vivid kind. He firmly believes that his 
soul left his body and found its way into “  the other 
world.”  I need not describe what he thought he 
snw, but I have heard the story on several occasions, 
and every time it grows. This man is quite con
vinced that he was permitted a glimpse of the spirit 
"orld. Pic is now neither a sceptic nor a rationalist. 
As I have said, the story grows. In a little while we 
shall have a complete “  revelation,”  and I should not 
Wonder— provided the man is clever enough— if we 

a new prophet and a new freak cult. This is the 
" ay these things come. If the will to believe allies 
Itself with the will to deceive, that we see religion 
ln the making. And— it is easy to lie, as all priests, 
Prophets, fakirs and mystery merchants arc well 
aware. E. J. L amei..

Spiritualism and its Evidence.

(Continued from page 555.) 
addition to all this, there is the self-deception of 

I !e sitter. I am inordinately suspicious of the relia- 
uhty 0{ t]lc statements of those who remember, with 

a ’Uetieulous regard for details, the exact words of a 
c°nversation of months ago, the precise points of 
•'Ppearancc, the tone of voice, and a hundred and one 
° lcr details. Not for one moment do I doubt the 
j^nuinetiess of their convictions. Convinced that 
,leirmemories are impeccable, they are assurity itself. 

Pd not unnaturally they impress others with their 
apparent accuracy. But what is the truth ? Simply 

. 111 ninety-nine cases out of a hundred they are
'«efuiiy wrong. If anyone doubts this let him make, 

Us^10 moment utterance, and unknown to anyone 
. , a verbatim report of some story or statement of 
. . Clc‘nt interest to remain in the memory of those 

esent. L,et a month elapse and then ask each 
t'Parately to write down the details with especial 

Uiil53 °U cxact rime, place and wording. The result, 
A1)cjSs  ̂ ain utterly in error, will be a revelation. 
dit'C *Urt^cr> Hie accounts will be found to be con- 
aH;°n- l  in each case, by the writer’s own person- 
does an  ̂ ^  Present conditions. In no small degree 
Pier Peculiarity of human mentality help the 
Crj . P- The mannerisms are recognized; the des- 
accur°I1S ^cat  ̂ friends are found to be strictly 
Wordrate ’ ri>e statements are remembered word for 
a,1(] as rirey were uttered years before to the sittc 
P” iel °  110 one c‘isc- I*1 some cases it is only after 
thc , 'Pcnriil massaging and diligent inquiry that 

cment, or allusion, or description is found to

be true. But given sufficient time, true it uudubit- 
ably does prove itself. Particularly does all this 
apply to the many accounts of apparitions, and pre
visions, given by Sir Oliver Lodge and others in their 
voluminous writings. On examination, the accounts 
are invariably found to have been written long after 
the event which proved the truth of the vision. All 
such cases are worthless.

That Mrs. Piper knew a good deal more than she 
admitted is, I think, certain. With the utmost re
spect for the opinion of Sir Oliver Lodge, I am ex
tremely suspicious of these so readily assumable 
trances. As often as not the reading of the reported 
seances provides evidence in abundance that Mrs. 
Piper simulated with facile artfulness the trance 
state. That this involves no insuperable difficulty is 
undeniable. I could do it myself with supreme ease. 
Sir Oliver Lodge is not even a medical man, and the 
deception of the medical faculty is easy enough. As 
much was secretly recognized during the recent war, 
when doctors, in dread fear of being deceived, passed 
as fit every men who could walk, and on occasion 
some who couldn’t. Before Mrs. Piper developed 
the art of automatic writing, her spirit controls fished 
for information regularly, they flashed about their 
meagre bits of information amidst much mental ob
scuration, and I have a shrewd idea that beneath the 
shelter of that carefully assumed trance a pair of re
markably sharp and cunning eyes were doing a good 
bit of mental reading.

For these as well as other reasons, the only sitting 
that can be considered in the remotest degree evi
dential is the first one. Even then it must be anony
mous. I have taken the trouble to examine a good 
many of these sittings, and I cannot find one shred 
or particle of evidence that in any way is worthy of 
consideration as proof of the existence of a communi
cating spirit. The most famous of the whole lot, in 
the consentient opinion of the leading Spiritualists of 
thc day, is the one given in Raymond and known as 
“  The Group Photograph.”  I reproduce the case 
here in fu ll: —

Extract from the Record of O. ]. L .’s Sitting with 
Mrs. Leonard, 3 December, 1915. (Mrs. Leonard’s 
child control, Fcda, supposed to be speaking, and 
often speaking of herself in thc third person).

Fcda.— Now ask him some more.
O. J. I,.— Well, he said something about having a 

photograph taken with some other men. We 
haven’t see that photograph yet. Does he want to 
say anything more about it ? He spoke about a 
photograph.

Yes, but he thinks it wasn’t here. He looks at 
Feda, and he says, it wasn’t to you, Feda.

O. J. L.— No, lie’s quite right. It wasn’t. Can 
he say where he spoke of it ?

He says it wasn’t through the table.
O. J. L.— No, it wasn’t.
It wasn’t here at all. He didn’t know the person 

that lie said it through. The conditions were 
strange there—a strange house. (Quite true, it was 
said through Peters in Mrs. Kennedy’s house during 
an anonymous sitting on 27 September).

O. J. L.— Do you recollect the photograph at all ?
He thinks there were several others taken with 

him, not one or two, but several.
O. J. L.— Were they friends of yours ?
Some of them, he says. He didn’t know them 

all, not very well. But lie knew some; he heard of 
some; they were not all friends.

O. J. I..— Docs lie remember how he looked in thc 
photograph ?

No, he doesn’t remember how lie looked.
O. J. L.— No, no, I mean was he standing up ?
No, he doesn’t seem to think so. Some were 

raised up round; he was sitting down, and some 
were raised tip at the back of him. Some were 
standing, and some were sitting, he thinks.
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O. J. L.— Were they soldiers ?
He says yes— a mixed lot. Somebody called C 

was on it with him ; and somebody called R— not his 
own name, but another R. K, K, K— he says 
something- about K. He also mentions a man be
ginning with B— (indistinct muttering something 
like Berry, Burney—then clearly) but put down B.

O. J. L.— I am asking about the photograph be
cause we haven’t seen it yet. Somebody is going to 
send it to us. We have heard that it exists and 
that’s all. (While this is being written out, the 
above remains true. The photograph has not yet 
come.)

He has the impression of about a dozen on it. A 
dozen, he says, if not more. Feda thinks it must be 
a big photograph.

No, he doesn’t think so, he says they were 
grouped close together.

O. J. L.— Did he have a stick ?
He doesn’t remember that. He remembers that 

somebody wanted to lean on him, but he is not sure 
if he was taken with some one leaning on him. 
But somebody wanted to lean on him, he remem
bers. The last what he gave you, what were a B, 
will be rather prominent in that photograph. It 
wasn’t taken in a photographer’s place.

O. J. E.-—Was it out of doors ?
Yes, practically.
Feda (sotto voce).— What you mean, “ yes, prac

tically ” ; must have been out of doors or not out of 
doors. You mean “ yes,”  don’t you?

Feda thinks he means “  yes,”  because he says 
"  practically.”

O. J. I*.— It may have been a shelter.
It might have been. Try to show Feda. At the 

back he shows me lines going down. It looks like 
a black background, with lines at the back of them. 
(Feda here kept drawing vertical lines in the air.)

For the sake of brevity, it may be stated forthwith 
that this description turned out to be correct in all 
essential details. There were twenty-five in the 
group, including officers whose names began with 
B, with C and with R, but not one beginning with 
K. Sir Oliver Lodge devotes a whole lengthy chap
ter of his book to this one sitting, which he considers 
of vast importance, and which undoubtedly did much 
to change his wobbling ideas of the eighties into his 
adamantine faith of to-day. Apart from the very 
obvious fact that the ignorance of the members of 
the Lodge family as to the existence of the photo
graph is no indication of a similar lack of knowledge 
on the part of the medium, seeing that no less than 
twenty-five boys and presumably a no small number 
of relatives, best girls and friends possessed this 
knowledge, and in many cases without doubt carried 
about in their hand-bags and wallets copies of the 
photograph. I do not stress this point. I have no 
intention whatever of suggesting that the medium 
possessed this information, but it is silly to overlook 
the staring fact that we are provided with no absolute 
evidence of its non-possession. With the knowledge 
of Sir Oliver Lodge’s unbounded interest in Spirit
ualism, I do not suppose there was then or is now a 
sotitary professional medium in all England lacking at 
his or her finger ends, or docketed for instant con
sultation, every available tit-bit of information re
specting the scientist and his family. On the grounds 
stated, the evidence is useless. And apart from this 
it is weak to the point of futility. No supernormal 
mentality is required to guess at the existence of a 
photograph. The very first thing a soldier did after 
donning his uniform was to have his photograph 
taken : an officer posed before the camera-man twice 
a week, and in an immense variety of attitudes. In
deed, they were so common, these photographs, both 
of individuals and groups, in those sentimental and 
patriotic years, that one could have paved the streets 
of London town with them. Well, and what else?

“  Some were sitting, some were standing.”  “ Some
body called C, and somebody called R— not his own 
name, but another R. K .K .K .— he says something 
about K .” 10 It all reminds one of the predictions in 
Old Moore’s Almanack. The sitting is typical. 
Amidst a mass of trivialities, a few details of a 
general and suggestive nature are made. Meticulous 
care is taken not to make any definite and committal 
statement; to provide a loophole in the case of any 
grievous error : hence the perennial query mark, the 
suggestions of doubts and difficulties in the trans
mission of any cast-iron facts, or matters of precision 
such as names and dates. It is the old game of heads 
I win, tails you lose.

G eorge R. Scott.

(To be continued.)

Face to Face with It.

At a little village almost buried in the vast sand 
dunes that front the North Sea from Ostende to Re- 
tranchment, Madame Siska was born in 1840. In the 
good old days before the Franco-German War, painters 
used to come from Germany, from France, and from 
England to transfer to canvas that magnificent feeling 
of space between the sky and the sandy hillocks now 
wearing the beautiful yellow of tansy in full bloom, and 
echoing the sun colour back again. In these dunes I 
have found some thirty-six specimens of flowers nearly 
all native to England. Also I have touched the fringe 
of what is almost a myth. When painters were hungry) 
and you must remember that painters and writers do 
not live on air, they would visit Madame Siska, who 
would make coffee to oblige them. Later on she als° 
made cakes, and these were the mundane ambrosia f°r 
those who followed art. Madame Siska was a magnifi
cent woman. She was built on generous lines and had 
had five husbands. In time her name and fame grcV' 
so that in many countries she acquired a reputation th<d 
increased in size on the snowball principle. To quote 
an old writer : “  to know her was a liberal education, 
and she continued to make coffee and cakes until 8*'P' 
teinber 29, 1918, when she died.

In the neighbourhood where she was born there are 
many pretty little tea-houses, with gardens nicely hud 
out with clumps of phlox, dahlias and glarcias. Ab*’ 
there is a generous space set aside for the amusement 0 
children. Fiercc-looking wooden horses, painted re* 
and white, with snorting nostrils and arched neck’'' 
swing round and round. Sce-saws arc in abundance-^ 
swing boats are there to give the sensation of sailing 0 
dry land, and on Sundays, these “  Siska ”  places 
visited bv families who take coffee, beer, cakes 
sweets. These families also include relatives— cou sin  < 
and second cousins, and as many as twenty will sit do*v 
together round three or four tables arranged to make 
big table. When refreshment time is over, there : 
general conversation, and the children make liberal "• 
of the contrivances placed at their disposal. Altogctl>c ’ 
men, women and children enjoy a few hours in this ve y

ln The circumlocution of mediums, which is 11 notewofl . 
peculiarity of all, is somewhat naively admitted '’.'’ Eg 
Oliver Lodge [The italics arc mine]: “ When op*r-1 a 
indirectly in the ordinary wav through a control an j 
medium, it usually appears to he remarkably difficult to a 
names transmitted. Most mediums arc able to conlC'\n, 
name only with difficulty—(Raymond, p. 360.) And 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle [The italics are mine.] : (ili
idea, that there is some law which makes an indirect sp 
more easy than a direct one, is greatly borne out ny ^ 
cross-correspondences, where circumlocution con 1 ^
takes the place of assertion.” — (The Next' RcvriaW 
120.) “  . . . whatever the explanation, it is a note' ^ 0f
/act.” — (Ibid, p. 121.) Some Law, forsooth 1 The a tj,8t 
trickery, of fraud, of barefaced charlatanry. The I®' ^g(e 
recognizes a definite statement is a hundred tuu<s ;̂a,i 
likely to be pilloried as erroneous or even as trickery 
an indefinite one which the sitter in his ecstasy can 
into pretty nearly anything he wishes.
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reasonable and modest form of recreation. Towards the 
evening, motor-cars and tiny trams take them home
wards. For those who stay late a piano or gramophone 
will make dance or song music. Sometimes in the after
noon a wandering musician with long hair will draw 
and squeeze melody out of his violincello, and he has 
been seen to distribute tin-wliistles to the children, but 
be does not follow in the steps of the Pied-Piper. Also, 
111 order that the measure of music shall be full to the 
brim, a mechanical piano is brought along by a man in 
antique cloak and hat, set off by contrast with the clean 
and picturesque dress of his wife, who calls on you with 
a tambourine. She has a pleasant face, good complex- 
10n, and strong limbs— and a nice smile. She would 
nrake a good study for Murillo or Augustus John. And 
when the piano departs, you hear more clearly the call- 
ing of grasshoppers provoked by the gramophone. To 
your right, on the land of a peasant farm, the corn, truly 
"olden, lias been cut and put in “ shocks”  of ten sheaves, 
between these stacks, the proprietor has already 
ploughed up the land, harrowed it, and sown it. The 
*aH blades of maize rustle and droop, and his few acres 
look like a bed quilt in their colours and variety. The 
r°ad in front of you is flanked on one side by trees, and 
l ôse, with other transient beauties of the countryside, 
form the setting of the scene.

On every road-side there are trees. The willow, 
Poplar and ash are in abundance, and they have all been 
lopped about eight feet from the gronnd. From the place 
Where they have been cut strong branches grow, and at 
H'o base of these new branches, the frolic wind has 
blown all kinds of seeds that have taken root in the 
trunks. Hedge clematis, wild rose, tansy, sorrel, 
grass—the green life on life sprawls and twines in abund- 
ance; it is gratifying to know that influential people in 
England arc interested in beautifying our own roads by 
Planting trees. No one will be more pleased than nature 
°vers at this imitation by us of old Flemish and Dutch 

'Pasters.
There is good-natured laughter and chatter; the 

children do not give any trouble, and pleasure and re
la tio n  combine to pass the time away agreeably, 
oople conic with pleasure and leave with reluctance. 
Madame Siska (may she rest in peace wherever she is) 

ministering to the wants of those useless people who 
■ ¡pend their lives mooning about trying to make bcauti- 
"1 things, is now a myth. People come to see her, but 

S le Is no more. Tlicrc is an old mill, weather-beaten and 
"lost derelict, near to the place where she was born ; 

n,l> she was the beginning of what is now an extensive 
1 "stoni in the summer, which is the catering for ami 
^"Rrtnining of thousands of young and old on Sundays.
' °"»c may account this a crime. The numerous cram- 
¿ " cs Sold have not been blessed by the priest, but, as 

are made of sultanas and custard-coloured flour, 
v''u a>re ^rca<l and wine. And the giant arms of wiiul- 
; 11,s invented by men, have very practically put the 
" )|<C" fields 011 a tea table. Madame Siska then, was a 
i f *  woman. She builded greater than she knew, and 
j , 1<," l>c<)])lc arrive in the district they are told that she 
p * ead, but her work is alive in the flying feet of little 

g 'rR on wooden horses. There is the Maisoii 
( .¡^ 'S isk a , chez les Enfants-Siska, Maisoii Oustavc- 
' lska- Maisoii Merc-Siska, Knfants dc Fonscca-Siska,

could be found. In 
mentioned above, the native

i l ] j , ............ . i 'n  ie -o is iva ,  iwnuiii

file /" ailT more, 1 believe, if they 
,°nu °f entertainment mention

t t and in case y°u People spend their weekly day 0 ^  y0n plainly
may have overlooked the moral, «unday, sc'b down
that it is a picture of a Continen • • juj and don't
without malice or exaggeration; mn t t  it ? n crc,
Von think something ought to be «01 • { Madame
'"fore the eyes, is the secular canonization ^  ^  sccn>
^iiska; there was no brawling and no , fttc twi.
"Hi none were needed. E ight col1|Ci\ uvC sca-hcathcr, 
"ght turns to purple the miles o • restless surge 
fhe plough wheels in the evening s "> * . . ^lc almost
Pf the sea reaches the car, toget 'C  tpc shade
human cry of a curlew seeking its nu  > 1)C mcascd
°f the old lady, if such a thipg there Oany-
to remember, that, in earthly form, •'H 
mede of Art.

5

Early and Medieval Christianity.

A monO the many good stories written by Sir A. Conan 
Doyle there is at least one of special interest to Free
thinkers. It is called, The Coming of the Huns, and is 
concerned largely with two religious hermits of the 
fourth century. One of these, named Paul, had been 
in seclusion for a long time; the other, a younger man 
named Simon, had recently retired from the world of 
men, shocked at the excesses of the persecution of the 
Arians (which, as the author remarks, could only be 
equalled by the outrages by which these same Arians 
in the day of their power avenged the treatment on their 
brother Christians).

Brother Simon found brother Paul in his cell, and the 
older man questioned the younger as to his view on the 
“  vital matter ”  of the nature of the Logos. Simon re
plied : “  The Logos is assuredly but a name used by St. 
John to signify the Deity.”  The old hermit hereupon 
gave a hoarse cry of fury, and seizing his huge cudgel, 
shook it murderously at his companion and cried : “  Out 
with you ! Out of my ce ll! Have I lived here so long 
to have it polluted by a vile Trinitarian—a follower of 
the rascal Athanasius? Wretched idolator, learn once 
for all, that the Logos is in truth an emanation from 
Deity, and in no sense equal or co-eternal with Him. 
Out with you, I say, or I will dash out your brains with 
my staff!”

However, it is pleasant to learn, as the story goes on, 
that brother Simon had not yet lost all interest in earthly 
things; for, when he saw a great barbarian army ap
proaching, he rushed away to warn the Romans.

After long obsession by the kind of thought indicated 
in the conversation of the two hermits, associated with 
constant fear of hell, of the end of the world, and the 
like, accompanied by contempt for real knowledge, it is 
not altogether surprising that, in the thirteenth century, 
Abbot Riehalm wrote a book called Revelations, in 
which he related the daily and hourly torture from devils 
to which he was subject; and he gave much information 
about the habits of these strange creatures. They were 
the cause of all his maladies, both physical and mental. 
If fleas kept him awake, it was the work of devils; for 
fleas, he said, only seemed to bite, and devils were re
sponsible for the damage done. If a monk snored, the 
noise was made by a devil within the man. Intoxica
tion was produced by similar agency; and the devils in 
this case, though usually staying at inns, were apt to 
slip into the monastery on feast days and glide about 
among, and enter into the monks as they sat at table. 
The principal remedies prescribed by the Abbot for these 
ills were holy water and the sign of the cross, the latter 
being so cia lly  recommended for flea-bite.

But though a few eminent jiersons, and a considerable 
number of others, arc still obsessed by the supernatural, 
or preternatural, a large proportion of the members of 
the more forward communities of the present day have 
escaped from the dccjier sloughs of superstition; and we 
can share in Sir J. 0 . Frazer’s evident appreciation of 
this improvement:—

For ages the great army of spirits, once so near, lias 
been receding further and further from 11s, banished by 
the magic wand of science, from ruined cell and ivied 
tower, from haunted glade nnl lonely mere, from the 
riven murky cloud that belches forth the lightning, and 
those fairer clouds that pillow the silver moon or fret 
■ with flakes of burning red the golden even. The spirits 
are gone even from their last stronghold in the skv, 
whose blue arch no longer passes, except with children, 
for the screen that hides from mortal eyes the glories 
of the celestial world. Only in poets’ dreams or im
passioned flights of oratory is it given to catch a glimpse 
of the last flutter of the standards of the retreating host, 
to hear the beat of their invisible wings, the sound of 
their mocking laughter, or the swell of angel music 
dying away in the distance.

One would like to commend tlic above passage from 
The Golden Rough to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and his 
fellow spiritists, and another passage, which points out 
some of the serious effects of occult belief, and particu
larly of the supersession of rational thought aud effort 
by “  otherworldliness ”  :—Wn.t.iAM Rkvton.
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This excessive preoccupation with the problems of the 
future has been a fruitful source of the most fatal aber
rations both of nations and individuals. In the pursuit 
of these visionary aims the few short years of life have 
been frittered away; blood has been poured out in 
torrents; the natural affections have been stifled; and 
the cheerful serenity of reason has been exchanged for 
the melancholy gloom of madness.

J. Reeves.

Correspondence.

“  WHERE ARE THE D EA D ?”
To the E ditor of the “  F reethinker.”

S ir ,—May I, as one who not only read, but pondered, 
on your Editorial of July 29, counsel Mr. Panton to do 
likewise ?

Of course Prof. Huxley never mentioned a third 
reality. That would have given his case away en
tirely ! But he cannot escape the implication.

Possibly Mr. Panton has confused “  aspect ”  with 
“  reality.”  Mind as we know it is a function of the 
body through one of its parts; so is the beating of the 
heart and scores of other things. In that sense, there 
are many “  aspects ”  of the one entity, the body or in
dividual. —

Hydrogen is one thing; Oxygen is another. H2O is 
neither.

His analogy of the poles is meaningless : the two 
“  poles ”  do not comprise the world.

Geo. H. T ayeor.

Society News.

MR. G. WHITEHEAD AT NELSON AND 
BLACKBURN.

T he rain interfered with outdoor propaganda very con
siderably while Mr. Whitehead was at Nelson. The two 
meetings finishing the series held in Blackburn were as 
successful as the rest, and the one addressed on the Sun
day afternoon was exceptionally well attended and re
sponsive. But the four meetings at Nelson represented 
the triumph of mind over matter, the latter being as 
Mr. Mantaline would have expressed it, “  demnition 
moist.”  Each evening a devoted number of enthusiasts 
gathered under conditions more reminiscent of a polo 
match than a lecturing theatre, to hear the gospel of 
Frcethought, but the majority of people of Nelson pre
ferred dry feet to full heads, and this week accordingly 
cannot be regarded as one of the best.

On Saturday, September 1, Mr. Whitehead commences 
a fortnight’s propaganda in Manchester and Salford, 
details of which are given in the Lecture Notices.

BURNLEY BRANCH LECTURES.
T he exceedingly bad weather during the past week pre
vented some of the meetings, which had been arranged, 
being held. It was, however, fine on Thursday, and 
Mr. Clayton had an attentive, if only partly sympathetic, 
audience at Worsthorne. Many questions were asked 
after the lecture, and there was some opposition. On 
Sunday afternoon it was possible to hold a meeting at 
Brierfield, where the speaker always has something of 
an uphill fight. But Mr. Clayton got an audience, and 
kept it, afterwards distributing copies of the Freethinker. 
Since Sunday afternoon the rain has fallen continuously, 
making out-door meetings impossible.

UNWANTED CHILDREN
In a Civilized Community there should be no 

UNW ANTED Children.

For an Illustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Con
trol Requisites and Books, send a ijid. stamp to:—

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berks.
(Establishod n tarty Forty Ytors.)

SUNDAY L E C T U R E  NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by the first post 
on Tuesday and be marked “  Lecture Notice,”  if not sent 
on postcard.

LONDON.
indoor.

South Peace E thical Society (The London Institution 
Theatre, South Place, Moorgate, E.C.a) : i i .o, S. K. Rad- 
cliffe—“ Ethical Theism in India : The Brahmo Somaj 
Centenary.”

outdoor.
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S.— (Victoria Park, near the 

Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. B. A. Le Maine—“ Does the World 
Show Design ?”

Fulham and Chelsea Branch N.S.S. (corner of Shorrolds 
Road, North End Road, Walham Green) : Every Saturday at 
8 p.m. Speakers—Messrs. Campbell-Everden, Bryant,
Mathie and others.

North L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near the 
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. R. H. Rosetti—A Lecture.

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (Outside Municipal College, 
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Mr. L. Ebury—A
Lecture.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common) : 11.30, 
Mr. F. P. Corrigan. (Brockwell Park) : 6.0, Mr. F. P. 
Corrigan. Wednesday— (Clapham Old Town) : 8.0, Mr. 
F. P. Corrigan. Thursday— (Cooks Road, Kennington) : 8.0, 
Mr. F. Mann—“ More Nonsense from the Universe."

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12 noon, 
Mr. James Hart—A Lecture; 3.30, Mr. Hyatt—A Lecture; 
6.30, Lecturers—Messrs. Campbell-Everden and Le Maine. 
Freethought meetings every Wednesday and Friday, at 7.30. 
Speakers—Messrs. Campbell-Everden, Hart, Hyatt, Maurice 
Maubrey and others. The Freethinker can be obtained at 
the corner of Bryanston Street during our meetings.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park, 
Hammersmith) : 3.0, Mr. Campbell-Everden—A Lecture.

COUNTRY.
indoor.

Birmingham (Town Hall) : Mr. Chapman Cohen— "Some 
Things Christians Ought to Know.”  Doors open at 6.30- 
Chair taken at 7 p.m. Admission free. Collection.

OUTDOOR.
Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Meetings held in the Bull 

Ring on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7 p.m.
Burnley Branch N.S.S.—Mr. J. Clayton’s Meetings : 

Friday, August 31, Rawtenstall (Bacup Road), 7.30; Sunday, 
September 2, Accrington (Market), 7.0; Monday, September 
3, Iligham, 7.30; Tuesday, September 4, Worslhorne (The 
Square), 7.30; Sunday, September 8, Todmorden (Market)) 
7.0.

Chester-le-Street Branch N.S.S.—Tuesday, August 28) 
7.15—Houghton-le-Spring; Wednesday, August 29, 7.0-'
Gladstone Institute, Darlington; Thursday, August 30, 7.15 
Hetton. Speakers—Messrs Brighton and Brown.

L iverpool Branch N.S.S.—Each week as follows. Sun
day: 6.45, Beaumont Street—Messrs. Shortt and Slierwi"- 
Monday: 7.45, Beaumont Street- Mr. P. Sherwin. Tuesday■ 
7.45, Beaumont Street—Mr. J. V. Shortt, Islington Square ' 
Mr. P. Sherwin. Thursday: 8.0, Edge Hill Lamp—Mr. ' • 
Sherwin; High Park Street—Mr. J. V. Shortt.

Manchester Branch N.S.S.—Mr. O. Whitehead’s Alee4' 
ings : September 1 to 7. Saturday, Alexandra Park Gate-' 
Manchester; Sunday, 3 and 7 p.m., Stevenson Square; Mo'1' 
day, Alexandra Park Oates; Tuesday, Devonshire Street) 
All Saints; Wednesday, Devonshire Street, All Saints; Thurs
day, Alexandra Park Gates; Friday, Alexandra Park Gates- 
Ali week-night meetings are at 7.30 p.m.

DIET AND LONGEVITY
Mans’ Natural Life 125 years. Bank Manager’s Remark»ble 

Experience. Still Vigorous at 83. Radio-activity 
Restores the Vitality of Mind and Body.

"N EW  DISCOVERY IN  BIO-CHEM ISTRY”

Post Free from:
THE RADIUM INSTITUTE 
34 St. James', Dover, K ent
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Send a postcard to-day for 
any of the following patterns: 

I? to li, suits from 57/- 
F to H, suits from 79/- 
I to M, suits from 105/- 
EBORAC One-qualitv, 

suits from 69/- 
B Serges, suits 63/- to 

,100/-
LADIES’ Rook, costumes 
from 62/-, frocks from 45/-
l ’attcrns arc sent out on the 

understanding that they will 
be returned to us. IVe pay 
postages both ways to all in
land and North Irish ad
dresses.

SAVING TROUBLE

S AVIN G  trouble, life would be one long joy. 
Think of that; and remember when we speak 
of saving you trouble, we do not mean stor

ing it up for you, but keeping it away from you 
altogether. Telling you about the trouble we pre
vent your having would be almost a repetition of 
how we save your time, because trouble is a time 
destroyer. But if you will just think of all the 
tedious procedure you usually undergo when 
renewing your clothes, and compare it with the 
fact that our clients secure the same, or better, 
results by giving us only two numbers, you will 
realize that our trouble-saving is a substantial 
achievement. We are sure you do not love 
trouble and that you will welcome, with both 
hands, this chance of avoiding some, especially 
when we again remind you that we guarantee 
satisfaction.

M A CCO N N E LL & M ABE, Ltd., New Street, Bakewell, Derbyshire.
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Publications issued by
THE secular  society, Ltd.

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. By Chapman 
90h«n. A Statement of the Case for Freethought, 
deluding a Criticism of Fundamental Religious 
doctrines. Cloth bound, 5s., postage 3’/id.

Bib l e  HANDBOOK. By G. W. Footb and W. P. 
Fall. For Freethinkers and Inquiring Christians. 
Fifth Edition. 2s. 6d., postage 2^d.

S t a k e s  OF MOSES. By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. 
Jli-i postage J^d.

is i t  WORTH ? By Col. R. G. Ingersoll. A 
v tudy of the Bible, id., postage J^d.

0î EATING. By J. T. Lloyd. A Study in Cbris- 
Lanity and Cannibalism. 3d., postage Ĵ d.

MATERIALISM. By W  Mann. A Candid 
^ Examination, is. 6d., postage 2d.

^ H T  FOR RIGHT. A Verbatim Report of the 
fTc>si°n ¡n tiie House of Lords in re Bowman and 
j lers i>. The Secular Society, Limited. With 

GO troducti°n by Chapman Cohen. 6d., postage id.
 ̂ AND EVOLUTION. By Chapman Cohen. A

' ra,ghtforward Essay on the Question. 6d., post- id. j ye . tr-

fS MORALITY? By George WniTRHiAD. A 
St F^mination of the Basis of Morals from the

^  an<Jpoint of Evolution. 4d., postage id.

By w IGl0N 0F FAMOUS MEN. (Second Edition.) 
WAtT,tR ^ ANN- Price id., postage #d.

DESIGN. By Chapman Co h in . An 
ija ^ ^ rio a  of the Famous Argument of Design in

*d., postage Jid.

lHli Pl0NKKR Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

SOME PIONEER PRESS PUBUCATIONS :
SOCIETY AND SUPERSTITION. By Robert A rch. 

A Commonsense View of Religion and its Influence 
on Social Life. 4d., postage #d.

RELIGION AND SEX. By Chapman Cohen. Studies 
in the Pathology of Religious Development.
6s., postage 6d.

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. By Col. R. G. In g m - 
soll. id., postage #d.

WHAT IS RELIGION? By CoL R. G. Inowsoia. 
Contains Col. Ingersoll’s Confession of Faitii. 
id., postage Jid.

THE ROBES OF PAN. By A. Millar. Literary 
RAsays. 6d., postage id.

SEXUAL HEALTH AND BIRTH CONTROL. By 
Ettik A. Rout. Two Lectures on the application 
of Frcethouglit to the problems of Sexual Health and 
Birth Control. is., postage id.

CHRISTIANITY IN CHINA. By W . Mann. An Ex
posure of Foreign Missions. Price 6d., postage id.

REALISTIC APHORISMS AND PURPLE PATCHES. 
By A rthur Fallows.
Paper Covers, 3s. 6d., postage 4jid.

AN ESSAY ON SUICIDE. By David H ume. With an 
Historical and Critical Introduction by G. W. Foote, 
id., postage Jid.

THE FOURTH AGE. By W. Repton. A Psychological 
Study of the Great Civil War, 1914—1918. 
is., postage id.

DETERMINISM OR FREE-WILL? By Chapman 
Cohen. An Exposition of the Subject in the Light 
of the Doctrines of Evolution. Second Edition. 
Half-Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage ajid.; Paper, is. 9d., 
postage ad.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.
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Materialism : Has it been
Exploded?”

D EBATE BETW EEN

i CHAPMAN COHEN and C. E. M. JOAD
AT

C A X T O N  H A L L , W E S T M IN S T E R
ON

Wednesday, September 26 at 7.30 p.m.

Chairman : The Right Hon. J. M. ROBERTSON

PR IC E S OF AD M ISSION :

Reserved Seats— Stalls, 2/6; Balcony, 1/6. Unreserved Seats, 1/-. 
A  limited number of platform seats at 5/

Tickets may be obtained at the offices ol the “  Freethinker,”  6i Farringdon Street, E.C.4., tbc 
National Secular Society, 62 Farringdon »Street, E.C.4, and the Rationalist Press A ssociation, 4 

Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 4. An early application for tickets is advisable. j
4
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I Save Arkansas !
I SH ALL E V O LU TIO N  BE O U T L A W E D ?

Another American state is menaced. The first anti-Evolution referendum ever held occurs in Arkansas, 
November 6th. Orthodox Christians, organizing rural ignorance, seek to emasculate education by denying 
children the truth of Modern Science. There is no opposition, except a group of compromising, camou
flaging, scared-to-death pussy-footers, who dare not attack Christianity or the Bible, behind which the 
Enemy takes refuge.

The American Association for the Advancement of Atheism, therefore, from necessity, declares war on 
both parties. As ammunition, the A. A. A. A. uses the two most powerful anti-religious tracts ever 
written

u GODLESS EVOLUTION”
And “ THE BIBLE IN THE BALANCE” by CHARLES SMITH, 4A President

These Atheistic masterpieces (4-page folders of 8,000 words each) will be broadcast throughout the state 
and wherever the Church invades the School.

A fund of $10,000 is needed at once to save Arkansas from intellectual darkness—from the disgrace 
into which Tennessee and Mississippi have fallen. Mr. Smith, a native of the state, will return there to 
direct the campaign. We mnst stop the Fundamentalists. The 4A appeals to every Evolutionist for aid 
in this important fight.

Send membership (dues, $1 a vear), order for tracts (100 for $1; samples free) and CONTRIBUTION 
to the SAVE ARKANSAS FUND to

W O O L S E Y  T E L L E R  (General Secretary), 119 E. 14th Street
New York City, U.S.A.

Printed and Published by T he Pioneer Press (G. W. Foote and Co., Ltd.), 6j Farringdon Street, London,


