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Views and Opinions.

tireless Religion.

In connexion with the protests we have never ceased
~ make against the British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion turning itself into an agency for the propaganda
°f Christianity, two recent occurrences are worth not-
'ng. The first is connected with the House of Com-
mons vote on the new prayer book. On the day that
die vote was taken the B.B.C. announced the result,
Then, in the ordinary way, it should have proceeded
with its dance programme. Instead of doing this it
closed down. Asked why it did so, the explanation
Wes given as follows: “ We considered that dance
*usie following the announcement would have beeii
Olit of place, so we decided to close down.” Why
°ut of place? On the face of it, the announcement
Was an item of news, quite as much so as when the
Result of the Derby was announced. And we venture
to that at least as many were as interested in
Scaring what had won the Derby as what had become
0 the prayer book. But the B.B.C. evidently wishes
lls to believe that the nation as a whole was either in
Slch a state of spiritual exaltation, or so spiritually
epressed at it being rejected, that dance music
Would have jarred upon their religious feel-
lugs. Even if that were the case, the remedy for
ose super-sensitive Christians would have been to
co off the headphones— those who have protested
$*** being insulted Sunday after Sunday by the
j,U1(1 sermons delivered, were soon advised that
s remedy was always open to them, and what is
r jlc®I°r tlic goose is sauce for the gander. But the
j 'gious advisers of the B.B.C. would not have it so.
pi~t us they will not permit ordinary music to be
~urmE church hours on »Sunday, so they wilj
NQoi_lavp 50 sacred a matter as the fate of the prayer
°°k mixed up with dance music.

We are net surprised that this last action of the
I-U.C. should have caused the Daily 1
that. the aetion shews * B StFATgeYY amat8UASA con-
GePtion of the real function of the B.B.C.,
jN HI3* “ so complete a failure to interpret the
T*uas and moods of ordinary citizens would place the
*h-C. in an utterly hopeless position if it were sub-
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ject to the customary laws of commercial competi-
tion.”

* * *

Tweedledum and Tweedledee.

The second occurrence was in connexion with
vivisection. Some weeks ago the B.B.C. was “ mysti-
fied 7 at receiving a number of postcards asking for a
talk on anti-vivisection. It will be remembered that
one reason why the B.B.C. will not permit anything
to be said against religion on the wireless is that men
and women feel very strongly on the subject, and it
is therefore not advisable to permit it. But it will
hardly be questioned that a large number also feel
very strongly on the subject of vivisection, and this
should lead to its exclusion also. But one cannot
expect the B.B.C. to act with even moderate reason-
ableness in these things. At any rate the receipt of
these cards made the sagacious officials suspicious,
and at length it was discovered that they were sent
at the suggestion of the Anti-Vivisection Society, and
the B.B.C. evidently imagines that the publication of
the fact justifies their refusal to allow any such talk.

But it may be pointed out, that in reply to the
many thousands of complaints about the use of the
wireless by the Churches, to the exclusion of any-
thing that may make against Christianity, that the
defence of the B.B.C. has been that a large number
of people have asked for the religious service, and
that very few have protested against it. Now, if the
B.B.C. had been equally inquisitive about the source
of the requests for a religious service they would
have found that these, in a very large number of
cases, owed their existence to the activity of the
cleigy. It could not be otherwise. Bear in mind
that there is not more than ten per cent of the popu-
lation that attends Church. And yet the B.B.C. would
have us believe that the remaining ninety per cent
that cannot be bribed, or cajoled, or intimidated into
going round the corner to attend Church, suddenly
became clamorous to get the B.B.C. to bring a
church service into their houses. The officials of
the B.B.C. know better. They know that they have
not been snowed under with letters asking for a re-
ligious service. They know that it is more than a
“ very few ” who have written protesting against
the religious service.  They know that most of the
letters in favour of the service owe their origin to
some parson or other. In one case they actually
asked through the columns of the Radio Times for
such letters. It is part of a game of religious bluff,
played by the B.B.C., because it believes this will
make its position stronger when the time comes for it
to ask for a renewal of its charter.

* * *

Religion as a Business.

Now, if the B.B.C. were an ordinary trading or
commercial company, it would be out of place to pro-
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test against it broadcasting religious services or any-
thing else. But it is not that. It is, of course, com-
mercial in the sense that it wishes to get as large a
revenue as is possible, and | believe that the pretence
of being profoundly interested in religion is only a
cover for a desire to make its position secure, anc
the feeling that if it can secure the good will of the
clergy of all the denominations, it will have gone a
great way towards doing this. But the B.B.C. is
more than a mere business. It is a monopoly exist-
ing under a government charter. No one else is per-
mitted to broadcast; and that being so, it should at
least hold the scales even. If on a subject on which
there exists wide and sharp divisions of opinion it
gives one side, honesty, even decency, demands that
it should give the other. What it does is to convert
itself into a new religious agency for the propagation
of Christianity. And it does so under the cowardly

pretext that the majority of the people in this
country call themselves Christian. | say cowardly,
because when anyone puts that plea forward

where an opinion is concerned—a sphere in which
majorities and minorities have no logical existence—
he is saying that if it can be shown that the majority
do not believe in Christianity, then quite an opposite
opinion will be preached—Buddhism, Atheism, or
any other ’ism. The B.B.C. thinks that the majority
believes in Christianity, so it becomes a Christian
agency. It will in that way sell a larger number of
licences and get a larger number of backers when it
makes application for a renewal of its charter. At
any rate, it will not have the intolerant and back-
stair working clergy against it. But it may here
make a very great mistake. The majority do not
believe in Christianity. The majority may make
some kind of a formal profession concerning it, but
the B.B.C. has formed its impression, and allowed
itself to become the tool of the clergy, because the
non-believing section of the population was lax in
making its desires felt. The clergy mobilized their
forces early. They set to work when the B.B.C.
was struggling to make its position secure. The
B.B.C. had no opinions of its own, at least none that
were not open to alteration, and under the influence
of the parsons it committed itself to a set plan, which
it dare not even to-day submit to a plebiscite of
licence holders. If those who do not wish to see a
new and disguised State Church established bestir
themselves in time, the B.B.C. may find, when the
time comes for a renewal of its charter, that it has
made the mistake of its existence. For it would be
far better to place the whole thing under direct
government control than to have it as it is at present.
No government would dare to be so plainly one-sided
as is the B.B.C.

* * *

The B.B.C. Programme.

I have said that the B.B.C. has converted itself
into an agency for the propaganda of Christianity.
It will be remembered that in its earliest stage'
there were many protests from the clergy against
broadcasting on Sunday. It tended, they said, to
keep people from church. The Company guarded
itself by making the entertainment duller on Sunday
than it was on week-days, and thus preserving, it was
hoped, a religious atmosphere. Then a short talk on
some religious topic was introduced, with an obvious
desire to placate the parsons. A9 they could not
stop the Sunday entertainment the clergy played the
usual game of trying to use it. It was arranged that
there should be no broadcasting, other than religious,
during Church hours. As the B.B.C. Handbook
puts it : “ With the exception of those somewhat in-
frequent occasions when an ordinary service is broad-
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cast in full from a cathedral or church, the wireless
religious services are held outside the regular church
hours.” This is the rule observed with public
houses, which also are closed during church hours.
And, of course, “ nothing of a controversial
character is ever allowed to pass the microphone.’
That must have been written with a tongue in the
cheek. Seeing that there is nothing in the work'
quite so controversial as is religion, and so bitterly
controversial that there is not a social club in the
country which does not bar the discussion of religion
because it is so, the statement of the B.B.C. may be
described a9 pure cheek. And when we note that
once every month there is an address advocating the
support of Foreign Missions, a topic on which there
exists a wide difference of opinion, even among
Christians, the cheek becomes simply colossal. Step
by step the parsons made their footing good. The
brief religious talk soon became a full-fledged sermon-
Then a full service, then a reading of the Bible as a
close. Not satisfied with Sunday, religious services
and addresses were introduced on week days, and we
may, if the present rate of progress continues, find
ourselves with compulsory installations, which com-
pel us to have grace before meals, and prayers before
going to bed.

Mrs. Partington Outdone.

But the gem of the whole is the following, also
from the official handbook :—

At a time when complaint is sometimes made
that religion is losing its hold upon the world . e
the B.B.C. is doing the best of service to prevent
any decay of Christianity in a nominally Christian
country . . . in broadcasting religion, it is not only
keeping alive, but giving new life and meaning t°
the traditionally Christian character of the British
people.

And it is doing it by traditionally Christian method5
—by suppressing hostile opinion, by issuing ti*e
falsehood that the people desire a church service to
be broadcast, by exaggerating the number of letter5
it has received in support of their policy, and con
coaling the amount of criticism they have receivt
concerning it. | do not know whether this is whollv
due to the fact that each station has attached to it a
” representative committee of the leading Christ*3"
denominations,” or whether it is because, when °"c
sets out to defend Christianity, complete truthful*106*
and straightforwardness is at once ruled out, but ti*c
fact remains. The B.B.C. has constituted itself 3
champion of Christianity, and is stupid enough t0
imagine that it can prevent the decay of Christiauih's
The Roman Catholic Church at its greatest could *°
do it. AIll the Christian Churches combined, n
their methods of imprisonment, torture, control O
the Press, dominance in education, bribery in so°*3
and political circles, have not been able to do *}
And one feels inclined to ask what kind of elaborate
incompetence have we in control of the B.B.C. wh*®
imagines it can reverse what is an obvious "°.rc
tendency, and perform a feat which would mv®
an arrest of the whole process of civilization? *
no use citing Mrs. Partington and the Atlantic,
figure is wholly inadequate. Trying to compel
planetary system to adapt itself to the Ptole*ll
theory would be more to the point. n
The moral of the situation is, it seems to *»
simply this : The Churches have captured the B. '-t
because they were first in the field, and with. .
traditional policy of counting everything J'usrl'f'aor%3
that advances their sectarian interests, have PeR
suaded the Corporation that it is to its interest to
as champion of Christianity. The fact of the
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State religion that has been set up being a compound
of all the leading Christian bodies may serve its pur-
pose if it reminds us of what is likely to happen, un-
less we are on our guard, when the disestablishment
of the present Church of England becomes an accom-
plished fact. It may mean merely the establishment
of a form of Christianity which suits all the sects.
It remains to be seen whether Freethinkers will bestir
themselves enough to make their presence felt, and
whether when the charter of the Broadcasting Com-
pany requires renewal, that body will receive a sharp
reminder that it has all the time been backing the
wrong horse.
Chapman Cohen.

Much Ado About a Book.

“ Our help in ages past cannot fulfil our hope in years
to come by reading the minutes of ancient council meet-
ings.”—Bernard Shaw.

“ The lie at the lips of the priest.”—Swinburne.

By rejecting the new Prayer Book by a bigger
majority than in December, the House of Commons
has allied itself with common sense. To the man in
the street, it must have been a source of amazement
that so much fuss was made over, what seemed to
him, a purely ecclesiastical matter, and one that dealt
with medieval superstitions in which the modern
World had but an academic interest.

It is true the matter concerned the internal affairs
°f one of the very many churches of Christendom,
hut it happened that the body concerned was the
State Church of this country, which is as much a part
°f the Constitution as the Civil Service itself. The
Position was that the vast majority of the bishops,
and eighty per cent of the voters of the central and
diocesan parliaments of the Anglican Church, sup-
ported this new Prayer Book, which the State legis-
lature has now twice rejected. The result of these
two rejections is that it brings the question of the
oistestablishment of the Anglican Church within the
region of practical politics. For no priest, and few
laymen, are prepared to hand their Church over to
Perpetual slavery to a purely secular authority, such
as the State Legislature. The House of Com-
mons is composed of members of all shades of re-
ligious opinion, and of no religion; and this secular
authority will not have the revised Prayer Book.
Yhat are the bishops to do? Call upon the faithful
lihitrch people to use the new Prayer Book, and to
'old the decision of those meddling politicians as of
110 moment; or to disengage their Church from State
control, and become masters in their own house? It
Is a choice of evils at the best.
I( _bhe bishops will, in all probability, do nothing but

sit on the fence.” They are not men enough to
r'sk being dragged to Scotland Yard on a charge of
Bition. And the awful risk of disestablishment
¢ll>g accompanied by disendowment is sufficient to
‘eep qujct tjlc mosj niilitant of these Fathers-in-God.

rit°ns have never been enamoured of priests, and
"NmlId quickly resent any impertinence on their part.

Hie debate in Parliament will do good if it only

, H in the ordinary citizen realizing the anomalous
~e°sition occupied by this so-called Church of Eng-
j?nd- For that particular Church is the State Re-
®&o)n. It has been manufactured by Parliament,
c. “yom time to time has been under the hands of its
eyCatOr “or alterations and repairs. The creator is a
ann'cal association, having no religion in particular,
and °°kini? uP°n the theology which it patronizes

dut S’bsidizes a9 a special constable, whose principal
v is to frighten folks from attending too much to
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the affairs of life by promising them golden rewards
when they are no longer alive.

In the ranks of the clergy are a large number who
take themselves very seriously. They even pretend
that this Church of England represents a religion in-
dependent of the Houses of Parliament. Most priests
are notoriously ignorant of the culture of their own
profession, but they have had an object lesson. They
have seen their beautiful new Prayer Book submitted
to a tribunal composed of Nonconformists, Jews,
Unitarians, Freethinkers, Roman Catholics, and
other fancy religions. And this national tribunal has
rejected the new Prayer Book, and sent the bishops
about their sorry business of saving souls and safe-
guarding their stipends.

No reform of the Church of England is needed.
It should be disestablished and disendowed, and then
let it reform itself like any other society. This storm
concerning the new Prayer Book will have served its
purpose if it brings this question of the disestablish-
ment and the diseudowment of the State Church
within the realities of the near future. The Estab-
lished Church simply absorbs millions of money, and
keeps in comfort thousands of useless priests, and is
an ecclesiastical branch of the Civil Service. It is
neither useful nor ornamental.

Elsewhere, one knows what a Church stands for.
You say this obeys implicitly the Pope of Rome and
the Italian College of Cardinals. You point to
another that is faithful to the Westminster Confes-
sion. Yet another yields homage to Eastern Patri-
archs with bird’s nests in their whiskers. But ask
what this Church of England stands for, and who can
tell you? One points to the Thirty-nine Articles of
Religion, whilst another petticoatcd pessimist laughs
in his dainty lawn sleeves at the simplicity of laymen.

The die-hard defenders of the Established Church
in the House of Commons suggested that a secular
tribunal was not competent to deal with so-called
“ spiritual ” matters. But a State Church is not an
ordinary church. It concerns us all, for the legal
theory of this country makes us all parties to the
constitution of the Anglican Church. If it were in
the United States, Canada, Australia, South Africa,
or other British Colonies, where no such thing as a
State Church exists, we need not care a brass button
what humbug went on in a particular church, for it
would be none of our affair. But the legislation of
the two Houses of Parliament makes 1is all partners
in this Church of England, and compels us to be, as
it were, privy to its dishonesty and malpractices.

Because the Church of England is the State
Church, it is permitted to draw hundreds of thousands
of pounds yearly in mining royalties. Because it is
the Government Religion it is allowed to collect
tithes and church rates. Because this Church has
State patronage, it continues to be a contrivance for
keeping putrescent superstitions in perpetual cold
storage. Because State and Church are, for the
time, friendly, this Anglican Church usurps a place
in the national education as though it was of pro-
found intellectual importance, which it never was at
any time in its history.

This proposed new Prayer Book was an astute
move on the part of the priests to obtain Parliamen-
tary sanction to putrescent superstitions which were
better buried. Under the present conditions there is
far too much Priestcraft in this country, without any
further attempt to degrade it to the level of Ireland,
Italy, or Spain. Few worse misfortunes can befall a
people than this of possessing a powerful, wealthy in-
stitution in its midst, that saps the very springs of
morality, that fosters mental and moral confusion, and
that hinders the wheels of progress in the way that
this Church of England does. It may be the State
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Church, but it no longer is the true Church of the
British people. Otherwise, empty churches woulc
not be offered for sale at so much a dozen in the
metropolis of the nation.

A tale is told of a party of American tourists visit-
ing Europe, and being shown over a tawdry Conti-
nental shrine. The attendant priest pointed to a
lighted lamp, and explained that it had been alight
nearly two thousand years. One of the party blew
hard, and remarked : “ Well! I guess it's out at
last.” In like manner, when a real Democratic
Government is elected in this country, the leaders
will turn to the priests and say : “ We guess your
light is out at last.” There is no room for the farth-
ing rushlights of Faith in the full blaze of the sun of
Freedom. Mimnermus.

Robert Blatchford’s Latest.

Mr. Robert Blatchford is a writer of great talent
and distinction, and has been supplying the British
public with his contributions on all sorts of subjects
for close on half a century. During that perioc
he has dealt largely with social and economic ques-
tions, but on rare occasions he has given us his views
on the God problem and the doctrine of Determinism.
For many years | read his articles in The Clarion
and other journals with great pleasure. Even when
he took up with Spiritualism | did not cease to reac
him. | have always believed in his absolute sin-
cerity. Moreover, | admired his literary style; anc
his great gifts in the presentation of his case, what-
ever it might be.

But lately he has taken to unsaying a good deal
that he has been teaching for some years, and a short
time ago he announced that he had withdrawn his
book God and My Neighbour from circulation, be-
cause he considered that the ideas it contained were
before their time, in other words', because the people
were not ripe for their acceptation.

But if Robert Blatchford had read John Stuart
Mill carefully, he would have learned that no man
or book were ever before their time; the unfortunate
fact is that the majority of mankind are always be-
hind the time, and it is really the business of the
pioneer to educate them gradually to the point of
accepting the new ideas.

The latest article I read from the pen of Mr.
Blatchford appeared in the columns of the Sunday
Graphic, for June io, and was entitled “ How Much
do we Believe? ” In the course of that article Mr.
Blatchford touched on a variety of questions, which
he says mankind has been endeavouring to solve for
ages—to two of which he affirms no final answer
could be given, viz : What is Life? and What is
God ? In respect to the God question, he says he is
an Agnostic; that is, he does not know whether there
is a God or not. But to his Christian brethren, who
call him infidel, lie wishes to inform them that he is a
“ reverent Agnostic,” and that “ his unbelief is a
form of reverence amounting to awe.” But why
should he be reverent or irreverent towards something
he is unable, after earnest and diligent study, to find
out ?

The fact is, the metaphysical or theological con-
ception of God has no clear or definite meaning to
him; but when the gods are described in something
like definite fashion, then Robert Blatchford says
quite plainly, I have no belief in them. To use his
own language, “ Confronted with the immensity and
complexity of the Universe, | cannot accept the gods
which man has created in his own image.” But as
man creates all the gods that were ever conceived, it
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is only natural that most of them should be in the
image of their makers. And when they take the form
of a more ethereal type, he still talks of them in the
language of anthropomorphism. He speaks of such
gdds, as his “Heavenly Father,” as “the Almighty,”
the “ Infinite Governor of the Universe,” and so on,
which still shows that he cannot get away
from the anthropomorphic conception in one form or
another.

But if Robert Blatchford had studied the evolution
of the God idea more closely, he would have seen
that all gods were of human origin—and that he
really disbelieves in them all, and therefore might
more correctly be described as an Atheist. It would
not, however, have been considered quite the thing
for him to describe himself as a “ reverent
Atheist.”

That would have been considered too ridiculous—
but a “ reverent Agnostic,” that is considered to be
good form and does not offend the tender suscepti-
bilities of his Christian friends.

Robert Blatchford, however, goes one stage further
and says : “ A God who always was and for ever will
be is a God | am unable to conceive, and when |
hear my Christian brothers talking about God as if
he were the Postmaster-General or the King of the
Jews, | am filled with astonishment.”

But why? They have always spoken
fashion.

However, he goes on to say that “ religion is still
at grips with materialism, and | don’t think there is
any doubt that materialism has made the greater
progress during the last fifty years.” Well, that is a
matter about which there should be no dispute among
those who have studied the subject. But when he
ventures to $ay “ that scientific argument is nega-
tive,” he is absolutely in the wrong—science means
a knowledge of the facts of life, and correct deduc-
tions therefrom— facts and deductions that have been
verified over and over again.

Or in other words, science is another name fof
methodized knowledge. But what are we to think
of a statement like this: “ The materialists depend
on science, the religionists depend on tradition-
They call their tradition revelation; but opini°n
moves steadily against them.  Scientific argll
ment is negative, we must not forget that
Science has not discovered a soul in the body, »
cannot prove there is no soul and cannot account iot
the phenomena of life?” Surely it is the business of
those who affirm that man possesses an entity
that they call a soul to prove it,not for those who ¢iSr
believe in it to disprove it. Has Mr. Blatchford f°r'
gotten that the onus probandi always lies with thc
affirmer of a proposition ?

Or does he on this occasion prefer to adopt thc
general logic of the ignorant Christian and ask ti>e
Freethinker to prove a negative? Finally, ~.r'
Blatchford thinks that the only hope for religion in
the future is the acceptation of spiritualism; he
not say the Christian religion, but he leaves nl
readers to make that inference. Further, he says t*13
there exists a great volume of evidence testified by
cloud of witnesses in favour of spiritualism.” * {
he does not tell his readers that some very endll ~
spiritualists admit that 80 per cent of the allef>e"
phenomena were fraudulent, 10 per cent doubtful, a”
that of the other 10 per cent, only a very few
tific men thought them worthy of credence or ex
ination. For my own part | say quite seriously a
/lave no desire to live for ever and for ever. If
little too long. Nor have | any desire to reach ~
stage of existence referred to by the melancl
jacques in “ As you like it.”

in such
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“ Last scene of all,
That ends this strange eventful history,
Is second childishness and mere oblivion, 1
Sans teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.”

When my body decays and my organs cease to
function, | shall be satisfied to enter that sleep from
which there is no awakening; for | agree with Pros-
pero that:—

“ We are such stuff as dreams are made of
And our little life is rounded with a sleep.”

Arthur B. Moss.

The Machinery of Spiritualism

(Concluded from f>age 411.)

It is rare that anyone goes to a seance without ex-
pecting phenomena of some description. Indeed it is
unlikely to a degree that anyone except a sceptic, out
°f sheer curiosity or for purposes of investigation,
Would. With men like Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir
Oliver Eodge and Dennis Bradley; with dabblers in
Theosophy, New Thought, Rosicrucianism; with
Patrons of the army of palmists, crystallographers,
Psychometrists, phenologists and astrologers, whose
announeements decorate the advertisement columns
°f such literary trash-peddlers as the occult journals
aud ladies’ fashion papers; it is entirely another

thing. Their attitude at a seance is expectant
to a degree. In what is barely distinguishable
from actual darkness, they perceive in the crude

Materializations which are either crepe decorated
dolls or manipulated bits of muslin, the features of
their dead relatives. No more is presented to them
than the vaguest outlines, the most amorphous
f°nns: the sitters read into them the detailed
features they are expecting to see. Similarly with
the direct voice, which time and again we are told
'vas the remembered accent of the dead. With all
Aspect to the honesty and sincerity of the listeners,
which not for a moment do | doubt or question, this
Is nonsense. The direct voice comes from a
trumpet,12 and the distortion produced by a mego-
Phone of any brand is an axiomatic truth. And the
Sltters, again with all due respect, are not in a mental
c°udition to recognize the voices of the dead.
the essentiality of a medium has been a matter
re(iuiring much explanation. Men and women
aUxious to communicate with their dead have decried
he necessity of this interpolation of a stranger; they
nave very nearly abused their Maker for his steady
°nial of direct communication. Sceptics have repeat-
?@fy pointed this out as the weak point of spiritual-
Isin. 8ir Oliver Lodge and his hierarchy have in turn
~plained fully. Aud what then is their explanation ?
'niply that a medium is possessed of peculiar and
r’markable psychic gifts beyond the capacity of the
average individual. In his New Light on Immor-
a“Ty, Fournier D’'Albe puts the matter thus:—
Intercourse between the earth-world and the soul-
World requires a modification in the denizens of
Mther the one or the other, before it is practicable.
Hiat is to say, souls must become like men, or men
Must become like souls, before they can communi-
cate on anything like equal terms. As matters
stand, the vast majority of disembodied souls are
Maeeessible to 11s, or we to them.
0j ven those who were loath to admit the existence
I a sPfrit world, such as Richet, Flammarion, Lom-
di'n”™' ~fersefr> held, as a result of Eusapia Palla-
Of ° 3 consummate trickery, that there was evidence
__er being in possession of a power which was

sura* Presutne the trumpet is required to render the sus

another s|)'ritiv?'ce audible. To thenmaanof sanity, however,

ness 1 Possible explanation suggests itself. Its obvious-
1S *® great to require elaboration here.
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supernormal.13 But we know there are a hundred
professional conjurors touring the music-halls and
circuses who could duplicate every trick in the reper-
toire of the astute Eusapia, of D. D. Home, of the
Goligher family; and in addition, do it far more
capably and in front of a sceptical audience. There
are, in every asylum, in every inebriates’ home, in
every hospital, patients by the score whose feats of
clairvoyance and clairaudience would make the most
skilful psychical medium burst with envy.

Mediums who are genuine psychics are different
to the general run of mortals. But this differ-
ence is not according to the interpretation of Sir
Oliver Lodge and his associates. It is something a
good deal more prosaic. Its rarity consists in the
possession of a degree of anomalous cerebral function-
ing, which, under the stress of emotion, morbidity,
enthusiasm, leads to hallucination, which although
exceeding vastly the everyday illusions of children,
savages and idiots generally, never reach the degree
of incoherence or are accompanied by the patho-
logical conditions associated with the delirium of
fever, of somatic disease or of actual insanity. It is
therefore a condition of some niceness this genuine
clairaudience; and this alone accounts for its com-
parative rarity. Its simulation is easy : hence the
honeycombing of mediuinship with fraud. It is only
since the introduction of seances regularly held that
the induction of trance has become a simple matter.
When Joseph and Daniel were professional clair-
audients, when Elisha had visions, when the witch
of Endor gave seances, when Rose Cullender 14 and
Temperance Lloyd 15 had intercourse with the devil,
the ecstatic condition coincident with thaumaturgy
was induced by fasting, by music, by asceticism, by
drugs, by philtres. The modern seer dispenses with
the lot of these artificial aids: he assumes at will,
and as a rule for a monetary consideration, the
ecstatic state : his powers only fail when the presence
of a critical intelligence offends the spirits.

It may be taken as an axiomatic truth that the
genuine clairaudient is invariably a personage of
almost infantile intelligence, the possessor of the
feeblest powers of associating ideas.* The power
displayed of distinguishing between subjective and
objective images barely transcends that of a child or
a savage. Dream images are as real to this brand of
mentality as are the persons met in waking hours:
to think of a person is to visualize that person.l’
And the vision is real insomuch as it is seen with all
the distinction of an objective image. | have already
pointed out how we are all to some extent deluded by
the subjective images which we build into objective
perceptions, how we invariably see more or less than
actually exists. This is illusion. But the hallucina-
tions of clairvoyance and clairaudience are more thar:B

*” Dr. Morselli was disposed to interpret these phen-
omena by what he termed the hypothesis of special psychic
or bio-dynamic forces; that is to say, he attributes them to
some peculiar power emanating from the person of the
medium.” (Sir William Barrett in On the Threshold of the
Unseen, p. 314)

11 Tried for witchcraft 1665.

15A Devon witch tried in 1682—Bor the accounts of these
and other witch trials see The Witch Cult in Western
Europe, M. A. Murray.

18Visions seen sporadically and instantly recognized by
the victims as hallucinations are altogether another thing.
The highest intellect may, on occasion, through fortuitous
circumstances, through temporary peripheral excitation,
pathological disturbance or visceral jactitation, be victimized.
Of such were the hallucinations of Nicholai already referred
to.

17 Many primitive races possess remarkable powers of
visualization, as is seen in their ability to remember the
exact conformation of country once travelled over, or of
drawing rough maps from memory.
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this: they represent the perceptions of things which
objectively are non-existent. When the dog barks at
its reflection in a mirror it is moved so to do by
simple illusion. If the dog could supply and see an
image in a non-reflective surface there would be an
hallucination. This is precisely what the clairvoyant
does.

Naturally, there are decided limits to the possibili
ties of clairvoyance. Time and again have critics
commented upon, and time and again have spirit
ualistic writers admitted the triviality and childish
ness of the vast bulk of these so-called messages from
the unseen world. It would be strange were it
otherwise. The control of every fallacious perception
in other words of every hallucination, is determined
by the failure to see what exists as well as the seeing
of the non-existent, by the merging of the real and
the unreal; all of -which is determined by the precise
mentality of the percipient. Visions, auditions, even
tactile and alfactory illusions are all subject to this
general and essential law. Examples of this are best
seen in hallucinations induced by religious ecstasy
Thus Moses saw and conversed with God; St. Paul
saw Christ and visited Paradise; Mohammed received
revelations from Allah, Swedenborg from God, the
witches of Biblical and medieval times had carna
intercourse with Satan himself. Sporadic appari
tions furnish additional evidence. Raphael was en-
tranced with a vision of Madonna; Sir Walter Scott,
immediately after receiving news of Byron’s death,
saw an apparition of the poet; Schumann, while in
the throes of composing, heard Beethoven dictating
to him; William Blake, the artist, saw a fairy’s
funeral; Bunyan saw Christ, George Fox heard him.
But the list is endless.

Precisely the same applies to the news professing to
come from ghostland. For the best part of a century,
the spirits of the dead of all nations, of literateurs,
scientists, doctors, philosophers, have by direct
voice, by trance exposition, by table rapping and by
automatic writing, been pouring out of their best to
thousands of mediums on two continents; books by
the hundred, of vast bulk and closely printed, have
been filled with the accumulated erudition; and yet
in the whole collection there is not a single original
idea, not a solitary thought beyond the mentality
of a cloth weaver or a shoe salesman. The ghosts of
the Christians have failed to give us anything more
about the Lord God Jehovah than is available in the
Bible; the best that Raymond Lodge can do is to des-
cribe a sort of milk and water socialist heaven;
Johannes mixed up a lot of pseudo-scientific rubbish
with the pure Bradleyism of The Eternal Masquer-
ade; Oscar Wilde has supplied reams of stuff that,
had it been accredited to him in life, would have
caused him to spew with disgust.

Well, what would you? | have been at some con-
siderable pains to point out that the only living
beings who can suffer from illusions and hallucina-
tions and not recognize them as such are little re-

moved from pure idiots. Anyone is in danger,
through the incidence of fortuitous bio-chemical
means, of seeing things or hearing things.

But the following morning, or week, as the case may-
be, he regains his normal self, mentality intact,
chemical action regular. Not so the genuine
psychic. He goes on seeing objectively the imagery
of which he is thinking. lie continues surrep-
titiously mumbling his thoughts, and hears them as
from another’'s lips as unconscious of their true
origin as the sufferer from the vertigo is of the eye
movements which induce the hallucination. He
fingers the ouija board or the planchette, spelling
out with vast industry a garbled medley of the stuff
he has been reading the day or the week or the mouth
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or the year before. Seventy years ago, following in
the tracks of the notorious Madame Guyon, Andrew
Jackson Davis, the seer of Poughkeepsie, wrote at
spirit dictation a mass of semi-scientific jargon,
tinctured with Swedenborgism, and a miscellany of
prophetic utterances of the Mother Shipton brand,
that are the delight of Conan Doyle. Subsequently
Stainton Moses did the same thing, but in much
better style. So too did Home. But the two of
them, Home and Moses, | have the smallest hesita-
tion in dubbing plain frauds.

Rarely docs a sitter become hallucinated. Should
this happen the sitter ceases to be a sitter and
blossoms into a medium, amateur or professional.
In the language of the profession, “ he or she has
developed psychic gifts.” But in the prodigious
main, the sitters never develop anything except the
most astounding credulity,l8 the most colossal
capacity for illusion. Every- physical seance is one
tissue of prestidigitation from start to finish, and
where there are materializations or “ ghosts walk ”
all is pure illusion brought about by the conjuror’s
bag of tricks coupled with false perception.

George R. Scott.

If Christ Came----A Bit Late.

Mu. W. T. Stead’'s famous If Christ Came to Chicago
wants a new chapter added. The Illinois " Primary ”
Elections have brought new laurels to the brow of
Christ. The Galilean has conquered Chicago. “ The
gates of Hell have been shattered ” (I never could
understand Christian symbology). All the Christian
ministry are cock-a-hoop over the victory of God and
Good Government.

Oll the Sunday before the election, almost every
church in Chicago united in denouncing the existent
Governor of lllinois, the Stale Attorney and the Mayor
of Chicago. Prayers were offered, and full information
given to God as to the best way of ending the present
wickedness.

As a stranger in Chicago, | took the word of the
critics, who seemed to agree that the city was about as
bad as it could be. The most moderate statement QL
the case was that Chicago’s elected chiefs were thieves
and thugs, that government in the State was in the
hands of crooks, that the public utilities were corruptly
leased, and that the governor had been compelled by
the courts to disgorge 100,000 dollars, and had avoided
more claims by forcing the legislature to repeal the
law by which he could be attacked. Murder and
attempted murder were charged against the mayor, to
say nothing of his depending for support on kiHclS>
gamblers, procurers and brothel keepers.

We must assume that all these stories arc true, and
further, that on Tuesday, April ro, 1928, God, directed
by the Chicago Christians, swept it all away. TfIIC
He had to do a bit of electioneering. As God is 110
registered as a citizen of Chicago, He had to leave tlc
actual power in the hands of the voters; not exactly
the sort of deity He used to be, according to revelation’
Now, everything is changed—or will be, as soon as
God’s chosen instruments get into office (King George-
bold foe, Mr. Mayor Thompson remains Mayor
Chicago, because even God Himself seems incapable
miracles, such as making the election of mayor coincl®
dent with the other elections). On the »Sabbath ioll°"/~
ng the defeat of Hell’'s Chicagoan Forces, every cOpJ

cuticle in the State burst into a »Song of TriumP1
Christ has really come to Chicago. e

These Christians give themselves away. Either the .
is no truth in their contention that God has defca ™
‘ the corruptcst of all modern governments ” (to d'lQ)C
1 Chicago Congrcgationalist); or, if that statetneu
true, God must equally be blamed for the existence”™
office of “ the corruptest of all modern governments-

It may be well to state here that I myself am jj
the least psychic.” (Sir Win. llarrett in On the I'r
of the Unknown, p. 179)
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Christians look only on one side of the shield. They
see God defeating Thompson (how irritating to think
that Omnipotence even now after declaring Himself
opposed to the Mayor cannot abbreviate the Mayor’s
tenure of office), but they refuse to see the necessary
corollary of this view, namely God Almighty voting for
corruption, supporting corruption, maintaining corrup-
tion and opposing good government.

It is far easier, saner and more in accordance with
the known facts to dismiss the contention of Christians
altogether. The fulminations of the pulpits had little
influence over even the congregations of the churches
listening to them.  Congregations yawn over weekly
denunciations of somebody or something. Who cares?

There were 4,757 lawyers in the State of Illinois who
publicly, in their own names, supported the “Reform”
candidate for State Attorneyship. The Chicago Tri-
bune conducted a whirlwind agitation against the old
gang. These were but two of the many influential
forces arrayed on the same side, and it is preposterous
Presumption for the Churches to pretend it is their
rictory.

Another aspect of the case needs wary walking on
the part of an alien visitor. Without expressing any
opinion on prohibition, it is easy to see that one reason
why bad government exists is that sanctimonious puri-
fanism tends to defeat every good cause with which it
appears to be bound. He was an uncommonly wise
bishop who said : " I would rather see England free
than England sober.”  American citizens sec the
Churches fighting against every form of Sunday enter-
tainment, against betting, and what they call “ gamb-
i'Ng,” and against a great many of the mildest types of
" necking,” “ petting,” and “ dissipations ” ; it is only
Natural that in these circumstances the average man
hghts shy of the political reforms advocated by such
kill-joys.

A husband and wife were recently prosecuted here for
kissing Ollc another in their own motor-car. Millions
of dollars are spent in prosecuting users of the sort
°f slot-machine games so common at English seaside
resorts. Sabbatarian cranks arc rampant in every
church. In Illinois several men have been sentenced to
ufc-long imprisonment for a fourth conviction for the
Cri,ne of having a pint of gin in their house.

You cannot have good government unless it is also
Reasonable government. Chicago docs not want Christ:
"t Wants commouscnsc.

George Beuborough.

Acid Drops.

» Being a political leader, it has taken Mr. Lloyd

'C°rge just a)JOt fourteen years to see what was said
11 these columns in 1914. Said lie :(—

The last war was made by monarchs, statesmen,

Warriors who were all Christians, every one of them.

It was not the atheist, the pagan, the infidel, it was

Christian ministers, Christian kings, Christian
ei>ipcrors ... It is said the Church is not responsible.
| say it is. If the Church does not contain a majority

of the population, it contains a majority of the people
"’ho matter, who govern, who rule, who dominate every-
where.
fourteen years behind the Freethinker with this
articular message, but very much longer so far as its
~Neral tenour is concerned. Now, if Mr. Lloyd George
a regular reader of the Freethinker he might be

3 f'tﬂ’e more up to date with his views.

BUt, as Mr. Lloyd George was addressing a Baptist
Eias %"‘ ke probably felt compelled to follow a little
sciiif °~,coomnon sense with a whole dishful of non-

e' So he proceeded with the following:—

What grander declaration could you have than the

' eclaration that came from a galaxy of angels on a

Nristmas morning, calling out " Feacc on Earth and

kood will amongst men ” ? | think the Churches will

eRn to think of answering these questions. It rests

‘th them, and if they don't do it, | cannot see where
Well 'e 10Pe is to come from.

that *.?n' OLe °f ordinary common sense would conclude

1 the Christian Church has never found that
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angels’ message—which Mr. Lloyd George probably be-
lieves was scattered about Oll Christmas cards—in the
way of it helping, and even creating war, why should
he imagine it will stand in the way now? And what
hope is there for the people when a politician of his
standing can tell us plainly that the only hope we have
is to look to the Churches for guidance? Imagine a
people who are so far gone as to look to the lialf-baked
intelligence of the Churches for social salvation! A
people who have no more sense than to do that deserve
all that is coming to them, and a little extra. We win-
der whether Mr. George really believes what he says in
these concluding sentences ?

The Rev. F. W. Borehain, of Australia, says this is an
age of compromise, but that compromise in matters of
faith is impossible; one must either believe or not be-
lieve. Faith must make up its mind to accept or re-
ject; all men must make up their minds whether there
is a God or whether there is no God—and fix the whole
tenor of their lives accordingly. We agree, and will add
that the purpose of the Freethinker is to aid men to
make up their minds. As an out-and-out advocate of no
compromise, the Rev. M. Boreham will no doubt be
pleased to know that. And also to know that the Free-
thinker doesn’t encourage half-and-halfers and reverent
Agnostics, and other not-quite-sure-of-anytliing thinkers.

A super-optimist is the Bishop of Ripon. He hopes to
catch the wholesomest of modern pagans—the cyclists
of England. The Bishop is starting Sunday open-air
services for cyclists at the road-side beauty spots of
Yorkshire. He explains that the object of the services
is to give city cyclists opportunity to worship “ without
curtailment of their ability to enjoy the one free day of
the week.” How thoughtful of him! The Bishop hopes
to snare these freedom-loving wayfarers on their own
highways and byways. What a hope he has! Look at
them as they come streaming out of the big cities in
their club groups of a dozen, or maybe twenty or thirty.
There they go, lasses and lads alike inshorts or knickers,
pedalling their lightweight machines, lunches carried in
saddle-bags, out for the whole Sunday, from nine to
night-fall. No .Sabbatarian prohibitions hinder them.
No Kill-joy disapproval deters them. Does thought of im-
mortality, heaven and hell, and saving their souls dis-
turb their joyous camaraderie ? Not a bit! The high-
ways and leafy lanes are calling, and tea is preparing in
a village inn, some thirty or forty miles distant. And
the Bishop imagines they will tarry to learn of Christ
and the Cross, dogma and damnation. What a hope lie
has! What a hope!

A noted German archaeologist, Prof. Hertzfeld, has
been carrying out excavations between Shiraz and Persc-
polis, and has discovered relics of the founder of the
Persian Empire, Cyrus the Great, who lived in the fifth
century b.c. A religious weekly remarks that:—

Cyrus was a great warrior and statesman, but he was
also a man of noble character. He believed in religious
toleration. When he captured the Babylonian provinces
in Syria, he permitted the Jews, whom Nebuchadrezzar
had transported to Babylonia, to return to Palestine and
rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. This was no isolated
piece of generosity, for he destroyed no town, nor did
lie put captive kings to death. He was one of the great
figures of the ancient world, and in his humane treat-
ment of his enemies was certainly in advance of his
time.

Still, no doubt, Cyrus might have done better had he
lived 500 Ann., and had benefitted by tuition from the
Holy Roman Church.

The Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society
in China says that the recent upheaval has severely
shaken many Chinese Churches; some have been
scattered and seem to have disappeared. But be thinks
that some of the Churches have not only survived but
have become more vigorous. One evidence, lie says, of
the vitality of the Chinese Churches is the maintenance
of the demand for the Scriptures. The circulation of
Scriptures issued by the B. & F. Bible Society in China
in 1927,totalled more than three-and-a-half million copies
(Bibles, Testaments, and Gospels). Our godly friend
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makes a mistake here. The millions of copies are not
evidence of demand, but of efiorts made to create a
demand—which is not quite the same thing.

Truth crushed to earth will rise again, and it some-
times gets up in the deuce of a hurry. Thus, the Bishop
of Manchester writes in the Missionary magazine The
Church Overseas

The outstanding single feature of agreement is the
conviction that in all parts of the world, the only effec-
tive rival to Christianity is not any other religion but
Secularism. Against that all Christian peoples in East
and West alike are bound to unite.

We congratulate the Bishop on having seen something

at last.

Is the Bible read to-day? The B. & F. Bible Society
asks the question, and adds that if there is to be a re-
vival of Bible rading, the first essential is to circulate
the Book. The Society issued in Europe in the year
1927-8, 2,175,908 volumes (made up of Bibles, New Testa-
ments and portions). But you can carry the Scriptures
to the people; getting them to read them is another
matter. We fancy the 2,175,908 volumes mostly circu-
lated into household dustbins. Which was a pity, and

love’s labour’s lost.

Speaking about a Fixed Easter, the Methodist Times
says that the fluctuation of Easter is a national disad-
vantage, and has no beneficial effect on any religious
observance whatever. What strikes us as odd is that
God, who has known all about this national disad-
vantage, has never taken the trouble to advise his ser-
vants to get rid of it during these hundreds of years.
Perhaps our pious friend had better search the Scrip-
tures before it advocates alteration. No doubt God, in
the first place, had a reason for attaching Easter to a
Nature festival. If that should be the case, perhaps it
would be as well to see if the alteration has the sanction
of Old Moore, who gets his information from the private
diary of the Most High.

Rydal School, a Wesleyan academy at Colwyn Bay,
aims to produce boys of “ strong Christian character.”
The head prefect should cheer the heart of the
Governors. At a recent .Speech Day, he addressed the
honoured guests thus: " We have a wonderful time
here; we have magnificent masters and a wonderful

headmaster. All of us enjoy every minute of our life at
the school. We are taught all the essentials of man-
hood.” With so wonderful a command of soft-soap and

priggishness, what a perfect Wesleyan parson this head
prefect would make!

New Wesleyan Sunday .Schools at Edmonton have cost
~11,890 to erect and equip. Since England has solved
the housing problem, and slums have blossomed into
garden cities, the money was well spent. It is good
that the children should have somewhere to go on Sun-
day, their playing-fields are barred against them.

A very reverend prelate remarks that it is strange
how people honour great conquerors who were merely
brigands, men like Frederick the Great and Napoleon.
Equally strange is the veneration of lousy saints, per-
secuting fanatics, and scheming ecclesiastics.

A woman writer in a religious weekly has much to
say about Freedom and laws. Freedom, she says, is
not license to do as you like. Freedom does not lie
in the absence of laws, but in the character and applica-
tion of laws. “We have to preserve freedom for the indi-
vidual, and yet live together without injuring each
other.” She then gives the essentials of good laws :—

() They must be agreed to by the people who are to
obey them. (2 They must be disinterested; namely,
they must be imposed solely for the benefit of the com-
munity. The moment a law has in it any suspicion of
interest, any suggestion of exploitation, it ceases to be
disinterested, and becomes tyranny.

It would be interesting to hear this lady justify the
various Sabbatarian prohibitions, which are enforced in
the interest of the Churches, are not agreed to by the
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generality, and are not framed to prevent individuals
injuring each other.

Apropos of the rejection of the new Prayer Book, the
Sunday School Chronicle remarks that the fact is
clear :—

That the majority of people in this country will have
nothing to do with the establishment by law of any re-
ligious doctrine or practice which even faintly resembles,
or can be deliberately perverted into accordance with,
those of the Roman Catholic Church.

We suggest that the “ majority of people” are not the
least bit interested one way or the other with any re-
Jligious doctrine or practice; and are more concerned
about a Kent v. Surrey cricket contest than about a
dog-fight between two factions of the Christian brother-

hood.

The Rev. H. C. Carter, of Cambridge, deals weekly
with perplexities of faith and conduct. Someone wants
him to answer people who say they see “ more real
Christianity outside than in the Church, that the lives
of many non-professing persons are more Christlike
than are the lives of many calling themselves Christians
and attending church regularly. Mr. Carter admits
that there is much real “ Christlike goodness ” outside
the Church. He adds : “ And real goodness is real
goodness, whether it calls itself Christian and is
attached to the Christian Church or not.” That is the
mos” intelligent statement the rev. gent, makes in his
one-and-a-lialf columns. Real goodness is a human, an
ordinary human quality. It is Christian arrogance and
impertinence which labels it “ Christlike.”

Three members of the Student Christian Movement
have written a composite article on the Sunday School,
which has been reprinted in a Sunday school weekly-
The writers say that the Sunday school is the “Nursery
of the Church,” and suggest that if so many men and
women drift away from the Church in adulthood, the
fault lies with Sunday schools. It appears that why
there are so many non-church-going adults is because
the chief features of the Sunday schools are dingy
schoolrooms, uncomfortable furniture, wheezy harmo-
niums, and uneducated and unskilled teachers. As an
explanation this will serve, until one mentions that
these chief features were prominent in Sunday schools
a generation or so ago, yet there was no great difficult.’
in getting church-going adults. Our Student .Christian
friends should try again. Perhaps next time they may
light on the truth—that men and women and youths
drift away because religion does not interest them.

Radio Times gets many hundreds of letters each week
from listeners, showing intelligent apd critical interest
in broadcasting. As, however, many correspondents
fail to express properly their individual point of vic">
the Editor is offering a guinea for the two best letters,
one of appreciation, the other of criticism, of the
B.B.C.’s policy and programmes. The letters shouk
not exceed 300 words in length. This should give hrcc
thinkers an opportunity to criticize the B.B.C.'s peic>
of no alternative programme on Sundays for Iisten%‘g_
who have no desire to be debarred from listening
cause the parsons decree only religious “ tripe ” shall
be available. We shall be interested in noting whethe
auy such letters are allowed to appear. They will no
if they are referred for approval to the consulting conl

mittee of parsons.
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| A THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK. \

Great Causes are not won by
wishes alone. It is work that
wins. Are you a worker or a

wisher ?
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TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy op the
“ Freethinker ” in a GREEN WRAPPER will please
take it that a renewal of their subscription is due.
They will also oblige, if they do not want us to

CONTINUE SENDING THE PAPER, BY NOTIFYING US TO THAT
effect.

Freethinker
Wearing, is.

E. W. Feint—Thanks for cutting. We are always glad to
receive news of the prospects of Freethought in other
countries. We appreciate your high opinion of our work
in the Freethinker. We have always given the best we
could to the Freethought Movement, and shall continue
to do so.

A. W. Gayton.—We are obliged for cutting. You will see
the subject is dealt with elsewhere in this issue.

}» Aeward.—There are many books giving what you re-
quire, but you will get a brief summary of one side in
Gerald Massey’s The Historical Jesus and Mythical Christ,
published at this office. Price 6d. Or a larger work that
may suit you is Pagan Christs, by Mr. J. M. Robertson.

R J. Greenael—We are glad to learn that “Ramble” of
the Manchester Branch, on Sunday last, was so success-
ful, and that the opportunities for distributing Free-
thought literature were seized. A very great deal of good
can be done in this way during the summer months.

L. Lawrence—We are afraid that the suggested debate
with Mr. Cohen will not materialize. This is not due to
any unwillingness on Mr. Cohen’s part, but the person
with whom he was asked to devate, evidently considers
discretion the better part of valour. And on the whole we
are not surprised at the decision.

The " Freethinker" Is supplied to the trade on sale or
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
rePorted to this office.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at & Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4.

The National Secular Society's office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4.

When the services of the National Secular Society in con-
nexion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, Mr.
E. Mann, giving as long notice as possible.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4, by the first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
°f the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
°nd not to the Editor.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
" The Pioneer Press,” and crossed "Midland Bank, Ltd.,”
Clerkenwell Branch.

Letters for the Editor of the " Freethinker” should be
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Lriends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call
Mtentlon.

The " Freethinker" will be forwarded direct from the pub-
hshing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad)
°ne year, 15s.; half year, 7s. 6d.; three months, 3s. gd.

Endowment Trust.—The Flea, 2s. 6d.; J.

Sugar Plums.

must ask the indulgence of leaders this week.

; evcal unexpected demands on the editor’'s time pre-
tent his dealing with all the things calling for atten-
n- Some of these correspondents will be answered
vatdy) others will hold good for our next issue.

'°me Letters to the Editor are also held over for want
oi sPace.

published last week the following letter from Mr.
II*laire Belloc:—

You say in your issue of June 10, that Catholic
Papers refused Mr. Wells the right of reply to my
jjrticles, and that 1 made no protest against the refusal.
he Universe, to which Mr. Wells appealed, offered him
sm columns in which to reply. | wrote strongly urg-

< ,nk bis right of reply.”
Wti */Mcr came to hand just as we were going to press
1 the paper, and we printed it without comment.
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We had no time to check the statements. On the face
of it, it looked as though Mr. Belloc had caught us
napping.

But only on the face of it. Examination proves that
Mr. Belloc’s letter properly comes under the head of re-
ligious apologetics. For what we said was that Mr*
Belloc made no public protest. We clearly could not
know what he had done privately. Mr. Belloc proves
us to be wrong b3r omitting the important word
“ public.” We clearly" could not know what Mr. Belloc
had done privately. And we hope that if the editor of
a paper to which we were a regular contributor bad
treated an opponent in the way in which the Universe

treated Mr. Wells, a little more would have been said
about it.

The other matter is outside our knowledge, and we
can only go by published statements. In the " Fore-
word ” to Mr. Belloc Objects, it is stated that it was
not the editor of the Universe that offered six columns
to reply to twenty-four, but Mr. Wells, who asked to be
allowed to reply to Mr. Belloc in that number of
columns. The *“ Foreword ” goes on to say that after a
month’s delay, and *“ various consultations with Mr.
Belloc and the directors of his paper,” the editor offered
Mr. Wells the “ ‘opportunity of correcting definite points
of fact upon which he might have been misrepre-
sented’ ” ; but declined to allow him to defend his views
or examine Mr. Belloc’s logic and implications in his
columns.” We are not surprised that Mr. Wells
declined to be drawn into such an obvious, and dishon-
estly laid, trap. As the controversy turned upon the
trustworthiness of The Outlines of History, it is quite
clear that a large part of any controversy would turn
upon questions of logic and deductions drawn from
facts.  Otherwise it would be like discussing the
character of Henry VI1II, but confining the discussion to
the dates of his birth, accession, marriages, and death.
We are not surprised at the editor of a Christian paper
declining to do anything that would open the eyes of
his readers, but Mr. Belloc has shown scant wisdom in
standing up for his paper in the way in which he has
done. After all, we suppose that no one outside very
fanatical believers ever expects a Catholic paper, or
other paper, to deal fairly with opponents.

Which reminds us that the farcical debate on “Where
are the Dead?” which has been running through the
Daily News, has now come to an cud. These articles
will be reprinted in book form, and so soon as the book
is issued we intend examining it in these columns.
Candidly, there is very little to examine. Most of the
articles were sheer emptiness, not one faced squarely
and fairly the real issue, and the editor of the Daily
News saw to it that neither in the articles nor in the
letters which were published should any straightforward
representative Freethinker be given a hearing. Between
the editor of the Universe, and the editor of the Daily
News, the only difference is that they serve two different
branches of the Christian army. In policy they are at
one. Neither of them dare permit a complete statement
of the case against Christian superstition.

The West Ham Branch lias arranged for an excursion
to Ken Wood to-day (July 1). Friends will meet at
Bow Road Station (District Railway), 9.30, and book to

Hampstead. Tea has been arranged for at Golders Hill
Park, at 4.30. Mr. and Mrs. Vcnton arc to act as
guides.

We are not at present well supplied with Ilady
speakers, and we are the more pleased to note a very
fine meeting held in Regent’'s Park by Mrs. R. H.
Rosetti, on Sunday last. She held the close attention of
the meeting against the noisy and vulgar buffoonery of
a Christian Evidence speaker, and dealt with both ques-
tions and opposition in a most effective manner. Our
correspondent, whose judgment we can trust in such
matters, expresses the hope that Airs. Rosetti will be
heard of more frequently in the future. As we know
the lady in question, we endorse this thoroughly.



The Science of Religion.

I soMETIMES wander into the reading room of the
local library in order to peruse The Christian World,
The Catholic Herald, and other divinely-inspired
journals. | have noticed that these visits invariably
coincide with a feeling within me of intense boredom,
coupled with a desire for such entertainment as re-
quires the minimum expenditure of thought. Oll this
occasion, | came across the following passage. It is
from the pen of a certain Sheffield rector, Mr. W.
Morrissy, who, | suppose, felt like his fellow rectors,
that he must bring his vast scientific knowledge to
bear against the disbelief of Sir Arthur Keith in
the survival of the spirit or soul after death. Mr.
Morrissy says :—

The excellence of science depends chiefly on the
certainty with which it establishes its conclusions,
for certainty alone affords the most complete satis-
faction. Now the science of religion affords the
highest and fullest certainty conceivable. For the
truths on which it rests are attested by the authority
of God himself, while the principles of other sciences
rest on reason. As far as then, God’s intelligence
surpasses the knowledge of man, so far does the
certainty of the science of religion excel that of any
other science. |If, therefore, the science of religion
says that the soul or spirit survives after death,
there is the highest evidence that it does.

After delivering himself of this effort, | can
imagine this worthy gentleman exclaiming to his
wife: “ By goom, lass, Ah've gone and putten t’
kybosh on those freethinking folk tcr-day " Well, |
should be the last to deny that he has put the “ ky-
bosh ” on those misguided Freethinkers who enter-
tain hopes for the future sanity of mankind. But I
entreat Mr. Morrissy to pardon me if | suggest that
he has been a little unfortunate in the choice of a
career. There is, | admit, a severe overcrowding in
the profession of seaside entertainers, especially at
the present moment, but a gentleman of such un-
doubted talent as Mr. Morrissy should not experience
any great difficulty in procuring a suitable berth. For
sheer unconscious humour, | have only come across
one passage to beat it; and that occurs in a charming
little book by Mr. A. Vennel Coster, who, in an
endeavour to render plausible the love story of Adam
and Eve, suggests that the forbidden fruit was the
fermented juice of fruit—that is to say, alcohol! It
says much for the enterprise of the proprietors of
Punch, that they manage to remain in the field
against such powerful competitors.

Now, since Mr. Morrissy will, no doubt, be unable
to appreciate his own humour, it will be necessary to
point it out to him. In the first place, let us consider
the sentence: “ The science of religion affords the
highest and fullest certainty, for the truths on which
it rests are attested by the authority of God himself,
while the principles of other sciences rest on reason.”
| take it then, that the science of religion docs not
rest on reason. This is obvious, of course, but it
comes as a delightful surprise to find a Christian ad-
mitting it openly. Unfortunately, however, | have a
great fear that Mr. Morrissy does not understand even
the definition of the term “ science.” If he does,
then perhaps he will explain how it is that religion is
a science when it does not rest on reason? Person-
ally, I suggest that it be called the Art of Religion.
For is it not an exceedingly fine art to reconcile the
teaching of the gospel of brotherhood, truth and love,
with the suppression of liberty of thought and
speech, and, until recently with the custom of tortur-
ing and murdering people who merely expressed, re-
spectfully, different opinions to themselves? One is
led to suppose from Mr. Morrissy’s very first sentence
that he appreciates the scientific method. In that

THE FREETHINKER

July i, 1928

case, provided he has taken the trouble to honestly
study the subjects, he must have secured quite a con-
siderable amount of satisfaction and certainty from
the way in which the theory of evolution and the
truths of geology have been established. Unfor-
tunately, on these subjects, as on many others, the
“ science ” of religion has something different to say.
In these cases Mr. Morrissy must discard what his
senses and reason tell him (which, by the way have
been given by his Creator, presumably for the pur-
pose of doing something with) and accept what is
founded on the possibility of a tissue of absurdities
being the Word of God. He may also be aware of
another very important function of all sciences—e
that of forecasting future events. The science of
astronomy tells us to a minute when any particular
heavenly phenomenon is to take place. This
is exceedingly plain proof that the scientific
method is universally sound. But the only
difference between astronomy and evolution is
the field of activity, not the method, and,
therefore, for 'Mr. Morrissy to accept the results
in one case and not in the other is one of those
numerous inconsistencies in the assimilation of which
Christians are such past masters. And when the
" science " of religion does forecast anything, it
always seems to do it on things that cannot be ex-
perimentally tested. But perhaps this is a coinci-
dence. However, the fact remains that Mr. Morrissy
cannot both have the bun and eat it. He must take
his stand on cither the “ science ” of religion or the
proper sciences. In common with all those theok-
logically befogged, he cannot sec the very, very
simple truth that if God gave him the faculty of
reason it was not meant to be suppressed. It has
always seemed to me a very curious thing, that being
provided with the faculty of reason and credulous
imbecility mixed in uncertain proportions, one is con-
sidered to lead the most pious life by giving full rein
to the latter gift !

Now, at this stage, | do not flatter myself that Mr-
Morrissy’s complacency has been in the least degree

shaken. I say complacency, for one cannot call
Christians faithful when they fear examination of
their faith. It is a little difficult to argue with those

who think that it is usual and conventional for a ser-
pent to enter into familiar conversation with a young
lady, in order to persuade her to accept an apple, the
eating of which damns the myriads of unborn, and
therefore perfectly innocent people. It is a littlc
difficult to make headway against those who believe
that a child can be conceived without the aid of any
human father, and that this child was sent to earth
in order to atone for the eating of an apple. It is a
little difficult to reason with those who consider that
out of the millions of worlds in existence, God
selected ours in which to send his only son. For it
would be unwise to assume that our world is the only
one on which human life resides. What is more, n°
pious person can believe that each world had a sa™
pent, an Adam, an Eve, and a redeemer; and tha
Jesus was obliged to go through thousands of crutl
fixions, separated at regular intervals, in his travel*-
For all this would imply a différait Mary in eac
world— a state of things that savours too much of thc
sailor with a mistress in every port. Again, it IS
little difficult to understand the psychology of tho*j
who gather together every Sunday in order to appl3®
the glory and infinite wisdom of God, and at
same time, to cringe and humble themselves W
effort to get him to alter his mind. When there &
deaths, earthquakes, storms, droughts, floods and
eases, perhaps Mr. Morrisy will explain why be-
prays to God to prevent or stop them, when it 15rkJ
lieved that there is a purpose behind his wo-
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Surely he must realize that it is impertinent to remark
upon the decision of one who is infinitely wise ! When
God caused the Thames to overflow its banks last
Christmas, there was, no doubt, a brilliant idea
underlying this proceeding. | mean there was some
very good reason, if only we could see it, why a num-
ber of innocent people should be drowned like rats in
a trap. Yet promptly to time, Christians went down
ni an access of genuflection, and took the liberty of
begging God to choose some other form of playful-
ness. While not wishing to tax Mr. Morrissy too
niuch, it would remove some misunderstanding if
he would explain why we should not regard as incon-
sistent those creatures who do such curious things.

Now, providing there is no danger to the commun-
ity, we have no objection whatever, to any individual
accepting facts and basing his whole creed on hearsay
and the testimony of superstitious people who lived
2,000 years ago. One need not bother to reason for
oneself unless one wishes to. After all, for weak-
minded individuals who were condemned at birth, the
Prospect of not bothering to think, and getting the
State’s money for it at the same time, has its attrac-
tions. But unfortunately the Churches have been
'n the past an instrument of education; and any in-
strument of education must rest on a rational basis,
since on it depends the shaping of thoughts and
jdeas. The impulses of children have to be guided
mto channels that are socially valuable. The
Church’s method is to drive these impulses into
channels, the social value of which is not at all
obvious. For instance, intellectual dishonesty can
hardly be described as socially valuable. If religion
Is to be of use, it simply must rest on reason and not
°n purely personal feeling. Towards progress,
Christian theology, which is the study of human
fancies concerning God, offers not assistance, but
hindrance. It is strange that the few good things in
fhe Bible—a few moral precepts—are the only parts
Fiat would have been suggested to us by reason and
°xPerience. It does not need the Word of God to tell
I's not to hate one another. The march of civiliza-
bou would have made 1is realize the futility of cutting
each other’s throats. As it is, the colossal conceit of
Christian mythologists has put back civilization
100 years. Had our knowledge advanced from the
hnie of Christ as it did before, among the Greeks,
a1(l has done since a.p. 1700, there seems little doubt

lat we should have had a civilization worth boasting
about.

Ri conclusion, | set Mr. Morrissy a small problem

ail which to expend his logic. The only remarkable

“ Jig there will be to him about this problem, is that

Premises arc perfectly unchallengable. Firstly,

is a fact that civilized thought is making progress.

* C Morrissy cannot deny that. Secondly, the power

the Church is slumping. Mr. Morrissy can ccr-

a'nly not deny that. What conclusions, therefore,
be draw from these two facts?

B. L. Wilkinson.

the cult of violence.

(hllvlensb°us activities such as those of the “ Balilla ”
(pa''?r Facist Scouts) and the “ Piccole Italiane "
ya]??lsf Girl Guides) pursue a veritable corruption of
ar,n * ~responsible children, even young girls, are
Italyl ~  *™e ‘Rlence of the regime. In_the streets, of
j-~ 7 chilgren of ltofli covnc oo fo Eo coon feal

the N2 mititary own with fiine-arits. They awe taught
tiogs rCl™eS  vi°lence, they hear every day justifica-
Trigv ° wvar hatred is inspired in their young hearts.
in Yy are told that Italy should be an empire, and that

asequence she will have to go to war.—Signor Nitti,
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How | Became an Atheist,

(Concluded from page 413.)

Another man who greatly influenced me was J. M.
Wheeler, sub-editor of the Freethinker at that time.
His reading was wide and deep, as can be seen by his
Dictionary of Freethinkers, a monument of research. So
many books did he requisition at the British Museum
reading room, that an official there imputed to him a
desire to read all the books in the Museum; his death
at the age of forty-eight was a great loss to Free-
thought. 1 owe him much. He carried his learning
easily; without writing down to the people, he made
himself easily understood and made a liberal use of
guotations from expensive and out-of-the-way books
which are unknown to the average general reader. |
used to sigh and think how I should like to be able to
write like that. And with it all, Wheeler was one of
the most modest and unassuming of men. He deserves
a niche in the Pantheon of Freethought.

As | have said, | was greatly incensed at the discovery
that | had been crammed with such an abominable
and cruel lot of superstitions. My life, as | remember
it, as a child, was one of strain and unhappiness. Re-
ligion hung over it like a black cloud. 1 was terrified
with stories of the power of Satan and visions of Hell.
| dreaded the coming of darkness every night, for in
imagination | saw the devils lurking in the dark
corners, or coining out of the cupboards in my bedroom,
where | slept alone. But, upon reflexion, I saw that
those who taught me were themselves victims, and
suffered equally with myself. | could see plainly that
our family would have been much happier without re-
ligion than with it. But I could see that it would be a
very delicate matter to introduce the subject at home.
So, without revealing the real extent that | had strayed
from the fold, I propounded a few mild examples of the
Higher Criticism to my mother, who had received a
much better education than my father. She answered
them to the best of her ability, but I expect she sus-
pected something, for she took an unexpected and drastic
method of ending it. At the next meal she put one of
my questions to my‘fatlier, telling him that | wanted it
answered. My father was silent for a moment; then
fixing me with a stern look, he said : “ He knows
better than that.” That was all. It was enough. | was
convicted of pretending to find difficulties in the Bible
which | knew did not really exist. If | had persisted
I should not have been argued with, | should have been
ordered out of the room. | must say this in extenuation
of my father, that he was then past his prime—I was
the last of a large family—also that he was worried with
the cares of a large and declining business, and suffered
from attacks of acidity and rheumatism; all things con-
ducive to irritability, which even the best religions can-
not alleviate.

Having discovered the unscientific and unhistorical
character of the Bible, not gradually and by degrees, as
is the general rule, but quite suddenly, | thought my
friends and acquaintances would be equally interested
in the matter. To my great surprise most of them were
quite indifferent; others maintained their belief in the
book and retorted with questions, such as; " If the
Bible is not true, how do you account for this, and that,
and the other?” Questions, many of which, at that
time, | was quite unable to answer. | saw that if
I was to do any good | should have to make a com-
plete study of the subject in all its bearings. So obtain-
ing a large reporter’s note-book, | spent all my spare
time reading and making extracts from the best scien-
tific and historical works of the time. What | could
not find at one library | sought for at another. What
I longed for was an Encyclopaedia of Freethought, and |
vowed, that in the extremely unlikely event of my be-
coming wealthy, my first care would be to produce such
a work.

Like Wheeler, and Buchner, | believe in the efficacy
of the Gospel of Fact. For a man who is induced to
give up a false belief by eloquence or fine writing alone,
will be quite as ready to be convinced to the contrary
by an equal display of eloquence and rhetoric upon the
other side. So | have always endeavoured to provide
the facts. Some people, perhaps, do not care for this
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method. This does not concern me at all, | am more
concerned with the quality of my readers than their
guantity. | have more joy over one working man who
tells me, and many have done so, that the facts | have
provided have been just what they required, and have
been searching for; than in ninety and nine letterswhich
praise the mere literary character of my articles, and
make no further use of them. The efforts to extend Free-
thought by those who object to such extracts and quota-
tions, are not likely to amount to much. The time is
long gone by'since the working man was content to be-
lieve upon authority.

Modern machine shop practice, which demands work-
ing to hundredths of an inch, reacts upon the worker’s
mental processes and leads him to demand an equally
high degree of accuracy for every statement he is asked
to give credit to. What is required now is not a lot of
new and startling discoveries—we have all the facts we
require to prove our case, in abundance—what is re-
quired is to gather them together and make them avail-
able. The Roman Catholics have their Encyclopaedia,
and the Jews have theirs, and | think it is about time
the Freethinkers had theirs. The present writer, for
want of a better, is compiling a new Text-book of Free-
thought, which the National Secular .Society will pub-
lish, if they approve of, and consider it suitable. If
that meets with success, then nothing would please me
more, than to spend my remaining years in compiling
an encyclopaedia.

And the moral of it all is, that the chance slipping
into a boy’s hand of a Freethinker may, after many
3ears, bear fruit in the form of an Encyclopaedia. Go
thou and do likewise. W. Mann.

“Doping” with Prayer.

Let the nation rejoice!! Even whilst Parliament has
been tinkering away at the subject, a finer method
has been evolved, and the country will become purer
and more wholesome for its denizens!!

After that prologue, let me again descend to earth
and try to explain my drivelling. Betting on horse-
races will soon be a thing of the past. = Bookmakers
will be obliged to close their offices. There will be no
need for the Commons to proceed further with the
“ Tote ” Bill. In fact, there will be no sense in run-
ning the horses at all, for the Almighty has now con-
descended to take an interest in the matter, and to
listen to the prayers addressed to him on behalf of
Scuttle.

Scuttle won the “ Guineas,” as a direct result of the
earnest prayers of the Rev. J. H. Davies, according to
statements made by that gentleman. .Still further, we
are advised to “ keep an eye ” on that particular stable
for which this minister is responsible, as still more
prayers are to be put up in the future.

But—how horribly sceptical is that word—what is
going to happen if others take a leaf out of the book of
Mr. Davies? | can imagine that some one of our dis-
tillers may employ two parsons to pray, and perchance
a shipowner may have three, until, eventually, along
will come a bloated war-profiteer who will charter an
entire cathedral staff, complete with organ, choir and
nightshirts.

Then will there rise such a mighty din up to heaven,
that the deity will get so fed up that he’ll wash his
hands of the whole affair and leave it, as before, to the
tender mercies of the owner, trainer, jockey and—I
nearly forgot this one—the horse.

At the same time, if this prayer business becomes
fashionable, | already fear complications. Should it so
happen that one of our Hebrew friends leads in a
winner, it will prove (mark the word) that Jaliveh is
still faithful to his chosen race, instead of being willing
to be a second-hand deity sharing power with two other
bits of himself for the benefit of the Gentiles. Further,
supposing one of the Hindu potentates strikes lucky?
Or if Prince Mboozec of Lake Tchad is first past the
post by reason of help received from his little wooden
joss ? Above all, what will be the inference if a racing
Freethinker (is there one rich enough?) should own the
winning colours ?

Moreover, is there not something in the Rules of
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Racing that horses must not be “ doped,” and what
will the Stewards say about an owner’s horses that are
treated in this way? It looks as though Scuttle ought
to be disqualified.

After all, | think that this idea of the Rev. Mr.
Davies has come a little too late in the day, and he will
find that the punter will still be willing to trust in his
swastika, lucky bean or farthing with a hole in it,
whilst the bookie will still repose all his faith in the
gullibility of the poor flat who makes the book worth
while. L. M. Wkrrey Easterbrook.

CHRISTIANITY'S DEBT TO THE GREEKS.

It will be urged that the ethics of the modern world
owe more to the influence of Christianity than to any
other spiritual source; and it is true that the Christian
scale of virtues is different from the Greek. But then
we have to ask, what does Christianity itself owe to the
Greeks ? Dr. Charles has shown that the Testament of
the Twelve Patriarchs, which contains an ethical pass-
age closely resembling the Sermon on the Mount, was a
pre-Christian document.  The doctrine of the immor-
tality of the soul was Greek, not Jewish; so, too, was
the doctrine of the Word or “ Logos,” which informs the
Johanuine Gospel. That there was a close connexion
between early Christianity and the Greek mystery re-
ligions is now generally acknowledged. The idea of a
sacred rite or sacrament by which the soul was purged
of siu belongs to the Orphic tradition, to which source
also may be traced the conceptions of hell, purgatory
and heaven characteristic of medieval and popular
Christianity.

Some critics have described Christianity as a decaying
form of Hellenism, others as the last and most trium-
phant expression of the Hellenic genius, others again
have sought to extend the Hebraic as against the
Hellenic influences in the religious creed of the modern
world, and to find in Jewish conceptions authority r
the Catholic Mass. All, however, would agree that the
contribution of Greek thought to Christian theology has
been decisive.  The extreme claim is made by Dean
Inge, who traces back to Plato “ the religion and the
political philosophy of the Christian Church and the
Christian type of Mysticism.”

There are some features of modern Christianity which
would have been profoundly alien to the Greek of the
age of Plato and Aristotle. The Greeks were in bondage
neither to a book nor to the instruments of a church-
The crudities of fundamentalism would have been un-
intelligible to them, and they had nothing to fear from
sacerdotal tyranny. The Christian Science service, 11
which alternate passages are read out from writer

ifiering so widely in spiritual force and literary mer*
as S. Paul and Mrs. Eddy, would have seemed to them
bad art, bad religion, bad philosophy, and bad science-
The prodigal emotions, it is true, of a Welsh rcvivalist
meeting, the " chorybantic Christianity ” of the Sale3"
tion Army, would not have seemed so foreign to th«
author of the Bacchac or to the votaries of DionysuS
‘ Ecstacy ” and “ enthusiasm ” are Greek words ilh,?|
trating ideas deeply rooted in the popular religions O
Hellenism. But the higher religious consciousness
the Greeks was not a mere movement of sensibility | 1
was compounded alike of metaphysics, ethics, and t-
emotion of piety. To it Protestant nonconformity w°u
have seemed deficient in metaphysics, Greek monastm
ism in metaphysics and ethics alike, Roman Cath
licism in intellectual freedom, and all the churches ~»
be too deeply involved in questions of politics and Q
ganizations to be free for the sublime eontempInH'&J
of divine ideas. Only in some phases of Chri'Ss
mysticism would the Greek discover a reflection of «
soul of Plato or in the sterner forms of Calvinism &
analogue to that valiant austerity of conduct which
preached bv the Stoic moralists among the spldK®
and luxuries of Rome.— (Reprinted.)

Man is distinguished from the lower animals chic /
by his capacity for making false generalizations.
George EUot.
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Ghosts.

Madame De Staei. said “ 1 do not believe in ghosts,
tut | am afraid of them.” Probably there are millions
who would say the same thing if they had the wit.
The belief in ghosts is dying out, but the fear of them
survives. Our intellects have not yet impressed their
sanity on our nerves. Darkness and mystery still dis-
turb our imaginations, and evoke psychical reminis-
cences of ancient times. Within the clear light of con-
sciousness we are ourselves, but beyond that we are
automatic legacies of the past. Our ancestors, as Emer-
son said, are potted within us. When we act, they are
moving us. It is the inevitable law of mortmain. Our
forefathers rule us from their tombs, and many of the
Weird thrills we experience, in situations that millen-
niums ago roused the barbarous terror which is the
nurse of superstition, are caused by the charnel breath

their sepulcheres sweeping through our sensitive
frames.

My personal experience on this subject is worthless,
f know that very ignorant people in towns, and bucolic
minds in sequestered villages, have a deep-seated faith
"1 ghosts. | have met educated men and women who
dislike conversation about them, and others who frankly
shared Madame Dc Stael’s sentiment. A few—a very
few—1 have met who were entirely superior to the super-
stition. Does not this show how powerful is inheri-
tance? Does it not warn us that the follies of barbaric
ages, the delusions of the ages of faith, must be strenu-
ously repudiated by our minds, lest they assert them-
selves in our blood ?

In my tender childhood 1| listened to ghost stories
before the winter fire till it was a horror to leave the
rooth. Frequently | crawled upstairs to bed with my
cyes shut tight, fearing that if 1 opened them I might
behold a grisly shade. For years | lived next door to a
haunted house. Some persons asserted that the ghost
shill roamed at midnight, which appears to be the hour
When the spirits take exercise, as we further perceive
M 'Shakespeare’s “ 'Tis now the very witching time of
niglit.” Other persons, however, asserted that the ghost
had been “ laid,” no one could say exactly when, by a
clergyman who encountered it at the critical moment,
a'd drove it underground with a chapter of the Bible.
That ghost was the subject of my dreams. Yet | never
saw it, nor indeed any other, although | watched for its
aPpcarance by the hour with a fearful fascination.

On one occasion, however, | made sure | had felt a
khost. Our family was residing a few miles from Ply-
mouth, and | slept by myself in a room at the top of the
uouse. Several miles beyond us lived my uncle’s family.
re was a farmer, and his eldest son used to attend the
1'yinouth market. One evening, as my cousin was re-
urning home, he took supper at our house, and being
exceedingly tired, lie rested there, intending to proceed
I°’nie in the morning. The only available bed was mine,
ald lie was put into it. | was out with other boys that
mcuing, and when | returned at an unconscionable
OlLr for an urchin of eight, | sneaked into the passage,
‘t‘)gg persuaded one of my sisters to let me scurry off to

so as to avoid a.storm. In the hurry she forgot to
tell yie of my cousin’s visit, and | slipped upstairs in
,10dark. | undressed myself, and the bed being high,
~ took my usual running leap upon it. Horror of
jurors! Instead of descending on a flat counterpane, |

‘Shted on a living form. Quick as lightning, |
jUiPed off, opened the door, and fled downstairs,

'‘owed by the dreadful presence, which 1 concluded
j,as ~NJd Nick himself. The whole family met me at

¢ bottom of the stairs, where | rushed into my

other’'s arms shouting “ The Devil, the Devill”
famous spectre, far more so than the one 1| lived
cr i N0Or *> was the Cock Lane Ghost. Johnson’s
, (ulity as to this supernatural visitor seems to have
I. n an invention of his enemies. Belief in the Cock
Eh'c ~Nost was very general in London in 1763, and
Archill satirizes Johnson as one of the dupes. But,
Ot he to Boswell, the great lexicographer sat on the
""ttce of investigation, which proved the whole
didT ~ YaU(T ft is obvious, however, that Johnson
‘clieve in the reality of ghosts, although he appears
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to have been stricter than other superstitionists in his
notions of evidence.

That Shakespeare believed in ghosts | think is un-
tenable. The ghosts in his plays are mere “ stuff o’
the mind.” He employs them as accessories to heighten
the interest of the drama, but he never lets them affect
the natural development of the plot; and, what is more
remarkable, he makes them visable or invisible, audible
or inaudible, to suit his purpose. The ghost in Hamlet
is seen by the fated son and his friends, yet in the
closet scene, while Hamlet sees and hears it, his mother
sees and hears nothing. Similarly, Banquo’s ghost is
only perceptible to Macbeth. When *“ the great
magician, bold Glendower,” boasts that he can * call
spirits from the vastly deep,” Harry Hotspur answers :
“ Why, so can I, or so can any man, but will they come
when you do call for them?” Shakespeare’s philosophy
of the subject be summed up in one of his own phrases
—*“ Such tricks hath strong imagination.”

Ghosts are falling out of fashion in the present age.
They still appear at Spiritist seances, but if any person
has the courage to seize them they turn out to be solid
flesh and blood. When superstition is reduced to a
trade, it is a miserable mixture of trickery- and dupery.

Ghosts never trouble sceptics. Their visits are always
confined to believers. Nor do they appear in the day-

light. They flit about, like bats, in the dark. A
haunted house is sure to be more or less sequestered.
Nobody hears of one in a busy thoroughfare. A ghost
in the Strand would be a case for the police.
Sometimes a ghost proves a rank impostor. There was
one of this kind a few years ago in Texas. It used to

spring up on the wall of a graveyard and frighten the
passers by; indeed, its uncanny presence soon produced
a perfect reign of terror. But one night it popped out
on the wrong man. He drew his revolver and took a
potshot at the obtrusive spirit, who dropped to the earth
with a groan, and was presently taken to the hospital.

The belief in ghosts is the beginning of religion; yes,
and the end of it, too, for the first and second child-
hoods are very similar. The only difference between
the savage and the civilizee, in this respect, is that the
former expects to see ghosts any night, while the latter
only expects to see them after he is dead. The essence
of religion, in both cases, is gliostology.

Gods themselves are only ghosts. They arc the
chiefs, but they cannot survive their tribe. Ghost
(Anglo-Saxon gast, German geist) originally meant
breath or air, like the Latin spiritus or the Greek
pneuma. The Holy Ghost is literally Holy Wind; in
other words, nothing but gas. The true Holy Ghost,
therefore, is pure air; in which | believe as devoutly
as any Christian. It is life and health and hope and

joy. “ Come Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,” is a
capital prayer when you understand it in the right
sense. The Churches have always misunderstood it.

They have built grand and costly edifices, devoted them
to the service of God, and consecrated them in the name
and by the power of the Holy Ghost. These imposing
structures have been adorned with stained-glass win-
dows, depicting some incident or episode of the
Christian superstition; and millions of worshippers have
felt a rapture of devotion as they saw the sunlight
streaming through the storied panes, and kindling all
their red and purple glories. Yet the splendid houses
of God often threw their shadows (and do so still) over
squalid hovels or foetid slums. How much better it
were, if the choice must be made, to lose the glorious
temples and gain the happy homes; to lose the red and
purple glories of sunlit storied windows, and gain the
crimson of glowing health on the faces of humankind.

G. W. Foote.

A negro preacher was in the habit of ending his dis-
course with a verse from a hymn. One day he
quoted :(—

As pants de hart fo’ cooling streams,
When heated in de chase;

So pants mah soul fo’ Ye, O Gawd,
An’ thy refreshing grace.

After a pause he added, in all seriousness : “ Brederen,
Gawd wants yuli pants!”
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Correspondence.

CHRISTIAN TRUTH.
To the Editor op the “ Freethinker.”
Sir,—Anent your “ Acid Drop ” on tlie New Oxford
Dictionary and “ Christian Truth,” is it possible that
the word “ codology ” will be found in it? If not, it
ought to be, because there is more of it in “ Christian

Truth ” than there is to be found elsewhere.
Cine Sere.

Obituary.

Mr. James William Wood.

It is with the very deepest regret that we record the
death of a very old friend, in the person of Janies
William Wood, of Chard, Somerset. No stauncher Free-
thinker existed in the country, and he won the respect
of all with whom he came into contact. He had an
intense love of books, with a catholicity of taste that
did credit to his intellectual outlook. These, with his
home and garden, and only those who have had the
privilege of visiting him know what a lovely garden it
is, filled his life.

Mr. Wood remained engaged in his usual business up
to within a week of his death, although for some time
his health had been failing. He returned home from a
car-ride feeling unwell, took to liis bed and died on June
2i. At his own request and that of his wife, Mr. Cohen
attended the cremation at Golders Green, and delivered
a short address. Mr. Wood leaves behind him three
sons, who can look back upon their parent with a re-
spect and affection that he well deserved. To them and
to his widow we offer our sympathy. They have lost a
good parent and husband, and | have lost a good
friend.—C.C.

Society News.

MR. WHITEHEAD AT NEWCASTLE. «

The seven meetings held by Mr. Whitehead in New-
castle-on-Tyne were very successful, although the one
held on Town Moor was somewhat marred by a fall of
rain. The meetings held on the Sandhills and in the
Ilig Market were quite satisfactory, but some attempt
was made by the police to interfere with the sale of
literature.  This being circumvented, Mr. Whitehead’s
name was taken, with a view to summoning for
obstruction. Up to the time of writing, nothing further
had been heard concerning this, and the names of nearly
a dozen witnesses were given for use if required.

Mr. Whitehead will be lecturing in Glasgow, from
Saturday, June 30 until July 13.

SOME PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS:
THE COMING OF THE SUPERMAN. By Gkorgk
W hitehead. 2d., postage yid.
THE MARTYRDOM OF HYPATHIA.
Mangasarian. id., postage Jd.
SEXUAL HEALTH AND BIRTH CONTROL. By
Ettib A. Rout. Two Lectures on the application
of Freethought to the problems of Sexual Health and

Birth Control. is., postage id.

By M M

CHRISTIANITY IN CHINA. By W. Mann. An Ex-
posure of Foreign Missions. Price 6d., postage id
PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. By W.

Mann. 2d., postage 7d.

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT. By Chapman
Cohen. A Statement of the Case for Freethought,
including a Criticism of Fundamental Religious
Doctrines. Cloth Bound, 5s., postage i'/d.

WHAT IS MORALITY? By George Whitehead. A
Careful Examination of the Basis of Morals from the
Standpoint of Evolution. 4d., postage id.

Tug Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E C.4
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by the first post
on Tuesday and be marked " Lecture Notice,” if not sent
on postcard.

LONDON.
INDOOR.

South Place Ethical Society (The London Institution
Theatre, South Place, Moorgate, E.C.2) : ir.0, S. K. Rat-

cliffe—" ‘ Mother India’ and Modem India.”
OUTDOOR.
Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the

Bandstand) : 3.15, Mr. B. A. Le Maine—A Lecture.

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’'s Park, near the
Fountain) : 6.0, Mr. W. Campbell-Everden—A Lecture.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common) : 11.30«
Mr. F. P. Corrigan. (Brockwell Park) : 6.0, Mr. F. P. Corri-
gan. Wednesday— (Clapham OIld Town) : 80, Mr. L.
Ebury.  Thursday— (Cooks Road, Kennington) : 80, M-
F. P. Corrigan.

The Non - Political Metropolitan Secular Society
(Hyde Park) : Sunday, 30 and 7 p.l1l; Thursday, 7 p.n).
Speakers—Messrs. Hanson, Hotting and Baker.

West Ham Branch N.S.S.—Branch Outing to Ken Wood.
Meet at Bow Road Station (District Railway) at 9.30 and
hook to Hampstead. Tea arranged for at Golders HB
Park at 4.30. Guides, Mr. and Mrs. Venton.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park) : 12 noon, M-
James Hart.—A Lecture. 330 p.m., Messrs. Hyatt and Le
Maine. 630 p.m., Messrs. Campbell-Everden and Maurice
Maubrey.  I'reethought meetings every Wednesday and
Friday at 730 p.m. Lectures—Messrs. Campbell-Everden,
Hart, Darby, Le Maine and others.

West London Branch N.S.S. (Ravenscourt Park>
Hammersmith) : 3.0, Mr. Campbell-Everden—A Lecture.
COUNTRY.
OUTDOOR.

Birmingham Branch N.S.S.—Meetings held in the Bull
Ring on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, at 7 p.m.

Newcastlk-on-Tyne Branch N.S.S. (Town Moor, i'ear
North Road Entrance) : 7.0, Mr. J. T. Brighton—A Lecturee

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should be n°
UNWANTED Children.

For an lllustrated Descriptive List (68 pages) of Birth Cal
trol Requisites and Books, send a ijid. stamp to :—

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berk®

(Established nearly Forty Years.)

MAZEEN

SUPER HAIR CREAM

is a refreshing and stimulating preparation which renlrtjj-
dandruff and keeps the scalp in a perfectly healthy c§ tj,
tion. It is quite different from all other preparations
in composition and effect. Is neither oily nor sticky» '
forms a most effective dressing.

1/6 PER BOTTLE. 1/9 POST FREE.

SOLIDIFIED BRILLANTINE?

is a preparation of exceptional quality, purity and re

moothness. if- per tin. 1/2 post pres.
TOOTH BRUSHES e
These brushes have four rows of best bristles,
and set in a curve; transparent coloured handles.
GENUINELY CHEAP, 1/- EACH, POST FEE*- of
vent

All of the above are guaranteed, and in the
your being dissatisfied please return the goods to
purchase money and postage will be refunded in 1

THE MAZEEN TOILET Co., 51a Bootle Street,
Sole Proprietor: O. Z. Sefikian (Member of the Mx®
Branch, N.StS.I
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Famous Carpenter
OT the doubtful Jesus of Nazareth. This
N one’s name was Charlie, and he carried on in
the clachan of Cardonald. Making doors was
his speciality, and he was a careful craftsman. He
used to try the fit of his frames before filling in the
panels. By and by, he had made so many doors
that no door of any shape whatsoever gave him any
bother. He gave up trying the fit of doors before he
finished them, and never a door of all of his mis-
fitted. Charlie became famous.
Now, it is with us just as it was with Charlie of
Cardonald. We are as careful as he was, and as
jealous of our reputation. If we did not absolutely
Send, a posleard to-day for know that we can make clothes to fit you without
any of the following patterns: seeing you, and without trying the garments on you,
B to E, suits from 57/- we would not advertise here and keep insisting upon
.F to H, suits from 79/- . K .
| to M, suits from 105/- you to respond. We can fit you without trying on,
EBORAC One-quality, and distance makes no difference at all. It is not
suits from 69/- only that we have made so many garments since this
B Sl%rg/e_s, suits 63/~ 1o business was founded. We have in addition a
LADIES' Book, costumes thoroughly tested system built up of the accumulated
from 62/-, frocks from 45/- knowledge and the stored experience of expert cutters
Patterns are sent out on the who do only that job. Cutters who can cut clothes
understanding that they will to fit infallibly figures of every shape and size,
be returned to us. We pay normal and abnormal; and who do all this from the
postages both ways to all In- simple measurements on our forms, and the few
land and North Irish ad- . - - .
dresses. other particulars we ask to have filled in. There is
no reason for not responding.
MACCONNELL & MABE, Ltd., New Street, Bakewell, Derbyshire.
FOR READING ON HOLIDAYS—AND FOR PROPAGANDA
Easy to Carry—Easy to Read—Easy to Pass On ’ J
—————————— 1

LITTLE BLUE BOOKS by JOSEPH McCABE J

LIST OF 48 TITLES:

The Evolution of Christian Doctrine.
The Degradation of \Woman.
Christianity and Slavery.

The Church and the School.

The Dark Ages.

Debate on Spiritualism. Conan Doyle and

Do We Need Religion? [Joseph McCabe.
The Absurdities of Christian Science.

Myths of Religious Statistics.

Religion’s Failure to Combat Crime.

My Twelve Years in a Monastery. New Light on Witchcraft.

The Future of Religion. The Horrors of the Inquisition.

The Revolt against Religion. Medieval Art and the Church.

The Origin of Religion. The Moorish Civilisation in Spain. )

The World’s Great Religions. The Renaissance : A European Awakening.
The Myth of Immortality. The Reformation and Protestant Reaction.
The Futility of Belief in” God. The Truth about Galileo and Medieval Science.
The Human Origin of Morals. The Jesuits : Religious Rogues.

The Forgery of the Old Testament. The Churches and Modern Progress.

Morals in Ancient Babylon. _

Religion and Morals in Ancient Egypt.
Life and Morals in Greece and Rome.
Phallic Elements in Religion.

Did Jesus Ever Live?

The Sources of Christian Morality.
Pagan Christs.

The Myth of the Resurrection.
Legends of Saints and Martyrs.

How Christianity " Triumphed.”

ONLY 3d EACH.

Complete Set 12/6.

Seven Infidel U.S. Presidents.

Thomas Paine’s Revolt against the Bible.
The Conflict between Science and Religion.
Robert G. Ingersoll : Benevolent Agnostic.
Christianity and Philanthropy.

Religion in the Great Poets.

The Triumph of Materialism.

The Beliefs of Scientists.

The Failure of Christian_Missions.

The Lies of Religious Literature.

Post free, 3id.

Post free.

Specimen copy on application (with V/A- stamp) to—

The Little Blue Books, 82 Eridge Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey.
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The Question of the Day- |

DO THE DEAD LIVE ?\

i
For a full and careful examination of the whole |
subject, read—

THE OTHER SIDE
OF DEATH i

By CHAPMAN COHEN

Cloth Bound 3/6. Postage 2d.

Does Man Survive |
Death ? :

Verbatim Report of a public debate between

Mr. HORACE LEAF

AND

CHAPMAN COHEN i

Price 4d. Postage halfpenny.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

Just Published . ..

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)

I
. By George Whitehead

A psycho-analytic study of the influence of
religious beliefs on the position of woman.

Price Sixpence. Postage Id.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E C.4.

4

e S> )

! The Case for
Secular Education

(Issued, by the Secular Education League.)

HIS booklet gives a concise history of the

Secular Education controversy, with a

clear and temperate statement of the argu-
ments in favour of the abolition of religious
teaching in all State-aided schools.

PRICE SEVENPENCE
Postage id.

I The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.

"ol

Printed and Published by The Pioneer Fress (G. W. Foote and Co.,
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J More Bargains in Books !

HUMAN BEHAVIOUR in relation to the Study of 1
Educational, Social, and Ethical Problems. By \
Stewart Paton, m.d. (Lecturer in Neuro-Biology |
at Princeton University). |
Published 1921 at 21/-. Price 7/-. Postage 9d. J

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT AND HERESY IN THE j
MIDDLE AGES. By F. W. Bussell. Contains j
elaborate studies of Religion and Heresy in \
Hindustan and Further Asia, and Islam, its Sects |
and Philosophy. 873 pp. j
Published 1918 at 21/-. Price 6/6.
Postage 9d. (home); 1/2 (abroad).

ERT BUCHANAN (The Poet of Revolt). Com-
plete Poetical Works, Two Vols. Contains the
author’s remarkable and lengthy Freethinking
poems, “ The Devil's Case,” “ The Wandering
ew.”

N\

Published at 15/-. Price 6/6.
Postage 9d. (home); 1/2 (abroad).

MATTER MAN AND MIND. By W. F. F. Shear-
croft. The A.B.C. of Evolution—The Origin of
Life—The Structure of Matter—Heredity—Psycho-
Analysis—The Ether—Relativity—Radio-Activity—
Vitalism—and a host of other topics.

Published 1925 at 8/6. Price 4/6. Postage sd.

FREUD'S THEORIES OF THE NEUROSES. By
Dr. H. HiTSCHMANN. With an Introduction by
E rnest Jones, m.d., m.r.c.p. An English edition
of this well-known book, which heretofore has
been obtainable only in the imported American
edition. It provides a summary and a sympathetic
presentation of the Freudian theory.

Published at 12/6. Price 3/6.

Postage 5d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

1 | Essays iIn Freethlnklngj
I RELIGION and WOMAN 1

(Second Series)
Bv CHAPMAN COIIEN.

Contains Chapters on: A Martyr of Science—

Religion and Sex—The Happy Atheist—Vulgar

Freethinkers—Religion and the Stage—The

Clergy and Parliament—On Finding God—Vice

and Virtue—The Gospel of Pain—War and War

Memorials—Christian Pessimism—Why  We
Laugh, Etc., Etc.

CLOTH GILT, 2/6 POSTAGE 2'/d.

Vols. | and Il of Essays In Freethinking will be sent
post free for 5/-.
The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, 11.c4
H r_u4

13,

Materialism Re-stated ]

BY
CHAPMAN COHEN I

(Issued by the Secular Society, Ltd.)
A clear and concise statement of one of the
important issues in the history of science a

philosophy.
Chapters on:—A Question of Prejudice
ritics of Materialism—Materialism in His Oe_
t is Materialism ?—Science and I'seudo-Scicn
use and Effect—The Problem of Person

loth Bound, price 2/6. Postage 2jfd.

ioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, ®C 4 _ ,4

£

. E.C-P
Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London,



