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Views and Opinions.

Marx, and Lenin.

twenty-five years ago the Borough of Bethnal
WKL WaS Frominent 111 my mind for having double
'Nath rate of any other parish in London.
"as also noticeable as having within its borders
Stha* which had about double the death rate of any
g j Earli and that land was owned largely by the
in- LSlast'cal Commissioners, from whom part of the
I'n°1UsS Nie " P°°r cNrgy ” of the Church of
saia "™ 'S derived. | do not suppose that all these
th Uicler8y were aware of the fact and | do not believe
j. 'vUld have been seriously disturbed if they had
hue'll' Many of them would have said that their
tl](/Uess "’'as to look after the welfare of the souls of
(. " Parishioners, not their bodies, and living in a
flicn v slum area in Bethnal Green would not debar
tlirll llavinS golden harps and sitting on golden
i»g llcs in the New Jerusalem. For while the hous-
flg c°nditions were quite scandalous, there was no
Tllaja?e churches and chapels, nor of parsons,
of p, °ne thing that must be placed to the credit
"'tli ‘Hstia»ity. The Christian Church could put up
dwelling houses— for laymen—that were hot-
I'Hdei°f tbseasc>it could put up with over-crowding,

spac~ eedine. and lack of education and of open
»0ott* it could not bear to see that there was

a Wo! cVoryone’s door, a church. Many years ago
bgij » Rnown religious writer claimed as one of the

the National Church, that it had placed a
cha[ 1 *n every village. The statement is un-
< r bie- F°°d may have been insufficient,
Pegp]ll™ scanty, education a minus quantity, but the
the , L bave always had plenty of religion. How far
0l , 'ULS and the surplus were related, is a matter
Qmioi Ich s°nie people may have very definite

* * *
’

Trinity.

alotllp S?,ne Parish of Bethnal Green has just made

dwciiirr b'd  or fame- A new block of Council
Ings l'as recently been opened in the Borough,
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and by a vote of fourteen to ten the Borough Council
decided to call the block the “ Lenin Estate.”
There appears to have been a warm discussion on
the matter, during the course of which Councillor
Boyce said, that among the three great names in
history “ that of Christ came first, Marx second, and
then Lenin.” Thus is established a new Trinity. It
is not every generation that can see so clearly the
birth of a new religion, and we hope that Sir James
Frazer will take note bf this fresh chapter in myth-
ology. Otherwise in days to come there may be a
discussion as to whether the last two are not as
mythical as the first one. Father, Son and Holy
Ghost is paralleled by Christ, Marx and Lenin.
They are the three greatest names in history.
Councillor Boyce has said so. | do not, I am ashamed
to say, know anything about Councillor Boyce, but
hereafter | shall reverence him as one of the great
creative forces of history. For sheer generalizing
power | have always given Aristotle and Herbert
Spencer a very prominent place. For the future I
shall place at their side Councillor Boyce, ex-Mayor
of Bethnal Green. Let us hope that the history of
the new trinity will make better reading than that of
the old one.

* * *

Christ as a Labour Leader.

One can hardly suppose that Christ, Marx, and
Lenin, an arch-supernaturalist and two Atheists—
were lumped together because of their religious
similarity. It is to be presumed that Councillor
Boyce is deeply interested in social affairs, and that,
somehow or the other he has got it into his head that
he has three social reformers to deal with instead of
two. Whatever the social value of Lenin and Marx,
that was quite clearly the direction in which their
interest lay. But how on earth does Jesus Christ
come into that galley ? If Mr. Boyce believes what
he says about Christ, it seriously discounts his valua-
tion of Marx and Lenin. For a man who can read
the New Testament and then decide that the aim of
Jesus Christ was social improvement, and social im-
provement in such a way that he stands in the*same
category of such well meaning enthusiasts as Marx and
Lenin, comes about as near being mentally hopeless
as it is possible for a man to be. Of course, Mr.
Boyce might plead that he did not mean that Jesus
Christ was a scientific thinker on social and economic
problems, only that he was filled with goodwill to-
wards mankind. | am not sure that even this can be
truthfully said of the average Eastern religious
fanatic, of which class Jesus, if he existed, stood as a
specimen ; religious preachers of all ages and of
every creed, have usually been full of love towards
those who agreed with them, and overflowing with
malevolence against those who flouted their message.
And, after all, teachers who are full of goodwill to
their fellows are not at all uncommon in the world,
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either in ancient or in modern times. It is not good-
will that has made the trouble in the world, but
goodwill supported by the right kind of mentality.
Mr. Meanwell cuts quite a charming figure, but on
the whole he is apt to do more harm to others than
the much rarer individual who deliberately sets out
to work evil to his fellow men.

* * *

Wanted, a Sense of Humour!

Social reformers should be made of sterner stuff.
If a man believes that the theories of Marx, or of
Lenin, or of anyone else are likely to remove some of
the evils from which mankind is suffering, let him
say so, openly and boldly. We may disagree with
him profoundly, but we can respect the mentality
and the character behind it. But when a man re-
peats this idle and quite baseless chatter about the
sociological ambitions of either an alleged incarnate
deity, or of a Jewish peasant, who may or may not
have lived some two thousand years ago, one can
respect neither the character nor the mentality that
motives the stupidity. If he can do no better in this
direction we may well suspect the quality of his
thinking when applied to other matters. If he is in-
duced to use these parrot-like phrases, in the hopes
of capturing the attention of the unthinking, and of
gaining the support of the credulous, there is cer-
tainly good ground for distrusting his actions in
public life. 1 do not question that Mr. Boyce is in
good company in dragging Jesus Christ forward to
support his ideas. Every quack in the country is at
the same game. Mr. Boyce uses Jesus because
he is among a people where Jesus is the estab-
lished deity. It is extremely likely that if he
were in a Mohammedan country he would use
Mahomet with the same freedom and with as much
justification. Jesus, Marx and Lenin? If | could
work a miracle, | would give to everyone neither
money nor health, nor leisure. My first miracle
would be to give them all a good solid, active sense
of humour. And if that were common, half the
shams and impostures and wrongs of the world would
probably die out in the course of a single generation.
Even Councillors might experience its beneficial in-
fluence.

* * *

The Prophet of Otherworldism.

May | venture to suggest to Councillor Boyce, and
to all other Labourists and would-be social reformers,
that the issue on which the Jesus of the New Testa-
ment fixed his mind was not sociological, but entirely,
in its aim, theological. His business was to save
men’s souls, not in an ethical sense, so that they
might become more useful and more decent citizens,
but wholly so that they might one day form part of
the glorious company around the golden throne,
eternally singing hymns to the Creator. Nothing
mattered but that, everything had to be subordinated
to that. Of course, something had to be said about
secular duties ; the wildest and maddest religious
fanatic that ever lived could never altogether ignore
the fact that men did live together, and that some
kind of obligation was due to one’s fellows. And
this is all we can honestly place to the credit of the
gospel Jesus. But of genuine social problems he
showed never the slightest recognition.  There was
no sense of even the elementary sociological truth that
the real betterment of the individual depends ulti-
mately upon the betterment of the society of which
he is fundamentally a part. Ingersoll said the place
to be happy is here, the time to be happy is now, and
as you cannot be really and permanently happy while
others are unhappy, make others happy likewise.'
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That is a genuine human aspiration quite foreign o
the character of the New Testament figurehead.
Jesus would have said that this was neither the time
nor the place to be happy, real happiness was P°st
poned till the next world ; and his gospel set on one
side the conception of individual salvation by way
corporate betterment. What conception had he.
the State, save that of something existing to WHI.Ch
obedience was due, so long as it did not interfere V\)th
religious practices? What notion did he ever disp a®
of the function of the family as a humanizing a»
civilizing force? The one shape in which the ldo®
problem fronted him was that of slavery, and he
that untouched. His greatest defenders have be
unable to do better than to manufacture the plea

he set on foot a spirit of brotherly love that was
tined to destroy slavery. But a spirit that took ab®
sixteen centuries to work, and which did not PreV j
the revival of slavery in the countries most devote
to his teaching, is surely not a thing of which O
may boast. If Councillor Boyce will read a little O
what some of the Greek and Latin writers had to
about all these problems, he may get hold of A~
useful ideas. By mouthing the name of Jos"5
may only secure the co-operation of knaves and
support of fools.

The Way of Reform.

Quite seriously one is left wondering whether
who talk as Councillor Boyce is reported to 1
talked are of any real value to the task of socia
form. | do not question their good intentions,
the world has never lacked these, nor has the "
benefited much from them when they have s ~
alone. It may be that Mr. Boyce thinks he wn »
support from many by using the name of Js>IS; . f
that docs not make the outlook more proml&~c
Somewhere Emerson says that all truth begins as”™
property of an individual, and it is not doing It
work until it becomes individual property o
That is a golden saying, for there is no secunt) »
progress through the way of unthinking adherence”
a formula. You cannot usefully educate a (‘&
racy by mere phrases, although it is the easiest
tasks to fool them by their use. Unfortnn™»
Councillor Boyce is not alone in this playing .e
Jesus as, one may assume, a method of gainn'g »
support of the unthinking sentimentalist. n
“ dope” against which Karl Marx did Wiirllutit
readers has evidently not yet lost its strength-
is curious to find his professed followers using

Chapman CoflE "

Ora Pro Nobis.

A nation gathers round a man unknown,
And reverently bows in silent grief;

The symbol of their gratitude hath grown

To vast proportions, with its bold relief
'Gainst those who linger on. His time was
His glory great, whose life was not his own.
There seems a cruel fate that bids us feel

A world of woe o’er one devoted head;

We lavish thus our passions on the dead,—
Our living sympathies for others’ weal

Are with our grand display so swiftly slied :
A bold restraint should bind with hooks of stee ,
For often virtues have a vicious strain,

)

And vices echo to a sweet refrain. TtItR
WM. F
Trust is the best of relationships.—T(aC™
Buddha.
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A Characteristic Sermon in Wales.

Eike Scotland, Wales was for many years an excep-
tionally religious country, practically all the people
bciug devoted frequenters of Church and Chapel.
Religion was the supreme object of thought and con-
versation throughout the length and breadth of the
land. Farm labourers, slaters, and carpenters were
omniscient theologians, for whom the universe con-
tained not a single insoluble riddle. There were two
theological parties, the Calvinistic and the Arminian,
"Rich were in a state of never-ceasing warfare with
eaeh other, and the whole country resounded with the
noise of their acrimonious controversies. These
theological conflicts alternated with wildly emotional
religious revivals. The present writer distinctly re-
members the painfully sensational one that occurred
m the year 1859, when commonsense was flung reck-
lessly down the wind and rational practices gave place
t° the most irregular, insane mental exercises and the
most preposterous contortions of the body. The
ethical value of that revival was ridiculously small,
and the same is true of many later revivals which
followed at certain intervals. It may be said, indeed,
that Wales has been exceptionally a land of frequent
religious revivals. And yet in spite of, or possibly
as the indirect result of these revivals, religion has,
for tlie last seventy or eighty years, been slowly but
-teadily losing its hold upon the Welsh mind and
heart.

Now, strangely enough, those religious fluctua-
tlons just referred to, were a peculiar, if not exclusive
mature of Welsh Nonconformity. It was at one
time a Nonconformist habit to charge the Episcopal
Church in Wales with being spiritually dead, or with
having no care whatsoever for men’s souls. At
Present we are not at all concerned with either the
truth or falsehood of that accusation, our only point
'Ki»g that the Anglican Church in Wales was never
V'etimized, as the Free Churches often were, by base
ScUtimentalism or mawkish sensationalism.  And
"°'v that Wales is drifting away from chapel-going,
"'e learn that the Episcopal clergy are exerting a
stronger influence over the population than those of
ah tlie Dissenting bodies put together. More than
that, it appears that the Episcopal pulpit is, on the
whole, more in accord with modern thought than that
°f Nonconformity.

fu proof of the accuracy of that statement we
(Tsire to call special attention to a discourse recently
deliyered by the Rev. E. H. R. Hughes, in the
CIHir(:h of All Saints, Mardy, Rhondda Valley, South
wulcs. We owe our knowledge of this occasion to a
jHmrt by Sam Jones, which appeared in the Western

of July 16. The Rev. Mr. Hughes is clearly
>ove the average of present-day preachers in Wales,
as an examination of the sermon preached by him on
" Unday, July 10 abundantly shows. The text was
xiv. 14 ; “ If a man die shall he live ag
'jum Jones says : “ The text caught instant attention
"'Partly owing to the delivery and partly to its

‘allonge on such a bright morning as this .

1Cre is a strange quality in Mr. Hughes's voice. It
Is a plaintive note, a slight touch of pathos, very
P casing to the ear. He utilizes this voice well, as |
Puticed during morning prayers.” Ect 1s now
Critically consider the reverend gentleman’s treat-
'lenf of his text. According to Sam Jones’s report

Ic teaching was as follows

The question in Job, we learned, was a vital one,
for both our mortality and happiness depended upon
°ur being able to answer it in the affirmative. There
Were a few noble-minded folk who would lead fine
lives even without belief in immortality. The
majority, under such condition, would say, “ If we
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are born only to die, why trouble about character
and conduct? ”

Mr. Hughes must surely be aware that only a small
proportion of our population even pretend to be
Christian believers, but it is a simple truism to ob-
serve that non-Christians, as a class are not one whit
behind ardent believers in character and conduct.
There are at present tens of thousands even in Wales
of active or passive Freethinkers, to whom the super-
natural is non-existent, but it cannot honestly be
alleged that on that account they are less upright and
noble than their brethren in the household of faith.
Mr. Hughes asserts that “ Sceptics had acknowledged
that human happiness would suffer when man could
no longer believe in an after-life.” Will the reverend
gentleman be good enough to supply s with the
name of one accredited Sceptic who ever said that
genuine happiness is impossible to those who do not
believe in a life beyond the grave?  Personally we
have never had the misfortune to meet such a man or
to read his works. Neither are we convinced that such
a Sceptic exists anywhere. Mr. Hughes is further
represented as declaring that “ the treasures of philo-
sophy and all the repositories of science could not
provide a balm for the wounded spirit.” We are
equally confident that science does provide most
ample satisfaction for those who have lost their faith
in immortality by putting its whole emphasis on the
life that now is, and on the supreme duty of making
the most and best of it.

The reporter of the Western Mail informs us that
“ Mr. Hughes dealt in skilful manner with .lie
guestion from the scientific point of view. His was
the role of the teacher. His argument was delibers.te,
concise, and clear, and one that was obviously
followed keenly by his congregation.” Let us now
see what it was :—

It was a fundamental axiom that matter was in-
destructible.  The disappearance of matter meant
molecular change. Not one atom of the material
body ceased to be at death. Did not that suggest
that the spirit which was in man was not going to
be cast after a few short years here “ as rubbish to
the void ? ”

Mr. Hughes ignores the fact that the men of
science, who advocate the indestructibility of
matter, do not recognize the existence of a spirit in
man as a separate entity from the body. The Dic-
tionary defines “ spirit ” as “ the soul ; the intelli-
gent, immaterial, immortal part of man ;” but in
reality it signifies life, the life of the body which is
the only life known to us. When the body dies the
whole man dies; that is to sarq the body resolves itself
into its component parts, and the individual called
man ceases to be, as such, for ever. Mr. Hughes
was fully justified in saying that not “ one atom of
the material body ceases to be at death ” ; but he
was supported by no fact whatever when he added
that that suggests the immortality of the spirit in
man, because science is utterly unaware of any
spiritual existence whatsoever, and so is Mr. Hughes
himself. He believes in spirit without the slightest
warrant from the realm of knowledge. It is quite
true that thought is but a function of the brain, and
William James maintained that, in “ strict logic,”
precisely the same thing is true of the soul. In any
case, to say that “ the body is only the temporary
vehicle of the soul,” is to attempt to explain

the known by the unknown, or, as Shakes-
peare puts it, to give to “ airy nothing a local
habitation and a name.” As Mr. Hughes
knows well, William James was an Atheist,

and his argument in the famous Lecture on Immor-
tality was, as he frankly admitted, feeble in the ex-
treme. Equally feeble and futile is our friend’'s ex-
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clamation that he “ refused to believe that God had
been engaged countless ages producing man, only to
let him suffer destruction after a brief existence here.”
The preacher’s predicament lies in the fact that he
endeavours to be at once an orthodox theologian and
a loyal recipient of scientific knowledge, which is a
wholly impossible feat. J. T. Lloyd.

The Profits of Prophets.

“ There is no darkness but ignorance.”—Shakespeare.

“ The vain crowds, wandering blindly, led by lies.”
Lucretius.
“ Clericalism, it is the enemy.”—Gambctta.
“ Give me the wages of going on, and not to die.”—
Tennyson
Agreeably to the law of supply and demand, pro-
phets have in all times arisen to foretell events,
smooth and otherwise, at prices absurdly cheap, con
sidering the value of their services. From the days
of the Roman augurs, who, it is said, could not look
one another in the face without laughing, down to
those of the present-day fortune-teller, who giggles
in her dainty sleeve until an infidel magistrate usurps
her calling, and prophesies that she will spend some
months in a little room, an unbroken line of more or
less inspired personages has existed.

The phenomenon is not unknown in this country,
and we can estimate the case of some notorious folks
more correctly than those of the lesser luminaries.
In the early years of the nineteenth century, Joanna
Southcott was a well-known prophetess in the time
when the great Napoleon was identified as the
“ beast ” in “ Revelation.” She was a domestic
servant, and up to the age of forty seems to have had
no higher aspirations than the kitchen and the wash-
tub. Then she blossomed forth as a prophetess, and
made a lot of money by the sale of “ seals,” which
were to ensure the salvation of those who purchased
them. It was a highly profitable career, for she
“ sealed ” no less than 144,000 people, and also re-
ceived, with becoming modesty, the free-will offerings
of the faithful.

There was more madness than method in the career
of Lieutenant Richard Brothers, a retired naval
officer, whose portrait was engraved witli rays of
light descending on his crazed head. The word came
to Dick that he would be revealed to all men as the
King of Jerusalem and Ruler of the World. But the
humble message fell on stony ground, and the wicked
wnrld justified its title. After Dick had invited King
George the Fourth to deliver up his crown, and had
ordered both Houses of Parliament to meet for receiv-
ing the divine message, the Messiah was led away
into that house of bondage, where so many-sons and
daughters of high heaven have suffered restraint at
the hands of unbelieving keepers and sceptical
doctors.

Innocent folks of a later generation reverenced the
utterances of that portentious prophet, the Rev. Dr.
Gumming, who demonstrated that the Biblical pro-
phecy of the locusts, whose sting is in their tail, was
fulfilled by a famous Turkish general having used a
horse’s tail as a standard. Dr. Cumming also con-
tended that the Pope of Rome was “ anti-Christ,”

and that the endi® French nation were thetparticular..

persons aimed at in the theological tirades of “ Saint
John ” in “ Revelation.”
preached before Queen Victoria, and the avenues of
his church were as crowded as the approaches to a
fashionable theatre.
he fell from his pinnacle of popularity.

end of the world was to take place.
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Civil War, but it failed to fill the prophet's pro-
gramme, and from that time liis fame declined. Hi9
dupes subscribed handsomely to place him above
difficulty and want, and he passed his last years in
peace and comfort, musing quietly on the credulity
of laymen.

I here was still money in the hocus-pocus business,
and Cumming’s golden mantle was soon on the
shoulders of another charlatan. For many years the
Rev. W. Baxter’s name was a household word in
certain religious circles. To multitudes he was a
heaven-sent seer, commissioned by a benevolent deity
to receive the light of prophecy and throw it over a
naughty world. Otherwise decent people reserved a
warm corner in their hearts for a spiritual guide who
taught them precisely to whom they might point as
“ The Whore of Babylon,” and the “ beast ” in the
Apocalypse. That quintessence of nonsense, “ Forty
Coming Wonders,” was purchased with unabated
credulity, although the error of Baxter’s prophetical
pretensions were proved again and again by the logic
of facts to the satisfaction of all reasonable persons.

Few prophets would find it easy to go on year after
year delivering a succession of silly prophecies
destined to utter failure. But some Christians are
the most greedily credulous of their kind. The
prophet gravely announced the ascension of 144,000
Christians, without dying, in 1896, and the great
Persecution from 1896 to 1901. The second advent
of Christ was fixed for the opening year of the present
century. 1llie prophet was nearly cornered once by
the lawyers of the City Corporation. He applied for
the lease of a newspaper office, and it was pointed out
to him that he had asked for a lease extending a
quarter of a century beyond the time he had fix'#1
for the end of the world. Nothing daunted, Baxter
said he was present as a business man and not as a
Ip][ophet, and he told the simple truth for once in his
ife.

These are a few notorious cases. The impenitent
and worldly-minded may laugh, but these instances
throw a searchlight upon the methods of priestcraft-
Joanna Southcott was an illiterate domestic servant,
Cumming and Baxter were clergymen, and educated
in the patter of their profession, and Brothers had a
bee in his bonnet. But all of them had sufficicllt
shrewdness to impose upon credulous and ignoring
people. They were fortune-tellers, although they dm
not tell women how to find lovers, or tell men if tliey
would succeed in business. They made bolder dasl>S
into futurity, and their courage met with its gold#1
rewards. They were, however, just as much Inl
posters as a gipsy fortune-teller. They pretend#
to possess powers which neither they nor other peop L
possess. They belonged to the troublous tribe °
dabblers in the alleged “ super ” natural, the trm
that includes thought-readers, clairvoyants aliC
mediums. But whereas an ordinary person who tc y
fortunes is fined or sent to prison, the same “fralU
may be practised with impunity if one uses the
of the Christian religion. The Vagrancy Act, wh,c
ought to be repealed, provides that all persons PrO
sing to tell fortunes shall be liable to fine or imp«s®
ment. Such is the modern and merciful form Of tl‘g
Divine commandment: “ Thou shalt not suffcr tt
witch to live.” John Selden, in his “ Table
says wisely thatthe old laws against witchcral jot
That is so, ™
it never did exist. As a fact, tens of thousands>0
women, perfectly harmless and innocent, were ley‘nve

But nemesis came at last, and I murdered on fantastic evidence, which ought to
In a reckless been incredible, for doing what was Physicabycoin.

moment he named the year 1861 as that in which the I possible, in supposed obedience to a legendary
The year was Imand of a doubtful deity.

. fl

not uneventful, for it saw the start of the American | Fortune-telling to-day means fines and imPrl
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fiicnt for poor vagrants, but the career of Joanna
Southcott, and of many another religious charlatan,
shows how it may be turned to commercial account
by any Christian who remembers the simple fact that
a large number of his co-religionists are uneducated,
foolish, and credulous. Joanna was a humbug, but a
hundred years after her death her disciples are ready
to defend her reputation. It takes so much to shake
the belief of those with the will to believe, and it is
°ue of the curses of priestcraft, that it trades upon
this weakness of humanity. We plume ourselves on
°ur civilization, on our science, on our commonsense,
and yet we hand over the nation’s children to the
Pnests, who saturate their young minds with their
superstitious nonsense, so that when they reach man-
hood they may be exploited as easily as sheep by the
shearers. The clergy no more assist progress than
a fly on the wheel of a locomotive assists the speed
°f the express train. They simply go round to-
gether. Mimnermus.

The Beligion of the Criminal.

H\ve you ever heard of Andreas Bjerre? Probably
y°u have not ; unless you can read Swedish, and
Hso take an interest in criminology. | had never
heard of him myself until a week ago, when | read
bis book, The Psychology of Murder (Longman’s &
C°., gs.) which has just been translated into English,
with a preface by Birger Ekeberg, formerly Minister

Justice in Sweden.

Andreas Bjerre, then, was born on March 21, 1879,
at Gothenberg. 111 1900 he took his degree of B.A.,
at Upsaia University ; he continued his studies in
*aris and Lund—where he took the degree of
bachelor of Laws— Berlin, Oslo, Copenhagen and
"iockholm. In 1919 he was appointed Professor of
Criminal Law at the University of Dorpat, and in
1921 to the chair of legal philosophy ; which, how-
Cver, he was obliged to resign in 1925, through ill-
Wss, and died on the 22nd of November of the same
[Car> at the early age of forty-six ; an irreparable
°ss to science and humanity.

devoted liis life to the study of Criiimiolo”™v,
‘Uany others, doctors, lawyers, philosophers and
jfsayists, have done the same, but not in the way
Ulat Bjerre did. He did not content himself with
cr»ninal statistics, medical diagnosis, reports of trials,
"unioirs and journals, and other second-hand matter;
lIt went direct to the criminal himself, and devoted
"'a”y years of his life to constant personal association
Fith criminals in Swedish prison??, in the effort to
cveal tjle genets of their psychic lives.

Jp a way, Bjerre reminds us of Fabre, the quaint
nP Pious little French naturalist, who has been des-
Pbcd as “ The Insects’ Homer.” Fabre lies on the
i“»d, and with his lens, peers into the insect’s

recording the most dreadful cruelties and terrible
NaSedies he sometimes witnessed there, in the same
In7 er-°f-fact way in which he might describe the
t,-h g of butter or cheese. Bjerre exhibits much
Saruo impassivity, and just as Fabre holds us in-
onlsely interrsted so does: Bjerre ; for as _Ekeberg
p “LIVcs. Bjerre was not only a pre-eminent criminal
logist- but hc Bad a considerable literary gift,

the °ne J°Bows his analysis of these criminals with
gr ' Salle tenseness of interest with which we follow a
AUrd" Hkeberg describes The Psychology O
Sp;icr* as “ an extremely fascinating book.’
r’ad Ntlg Personally, I can confirm the description, |
“1h,U at a sitting. The hours flew by unregarded,
the ° v°Hd forgetting, by the world forgot,” until
day tll(i °f the book was reached with the dawn of
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It is true that Bjerre was fortunate in being
accorded unusual facilities for his investigations.
Victor Almquist, the Director-General and Head of
the Royal Board of Prisons in Sweden, afforded him
opportunities for exhaustive conversation with a
large number of all sorts of criminals at the Central
Prison at Langholmen, Stockholm. Of course the
privilege was granted in consideration of Bjerre's
known ability and eminence in this line of investiga-
ton, but it is very doubtful if anyone, however
eminent he might be, would be allowed to conduct
such an investigation in any of our prisons ; the rules
and regulations would not allow it. Neither would
the privilege be of any use, unless the investigator
adopted the system so successfully employed by
Bjerre, for he never questioned or cross-examined the
prisoners, his method was to gain the confidence—
not always an easy task—of the prisoner, and let
him tell his story in his own way. His methods
seem not unlike those employed in psychoanalysis,
and many psychoanalysts profess to find the basis of
much crime in a suppressed sex complex ; but Bjerre

repudiates this idea altogether. He says: “ Devia-
tions from the normal sexual development, . are,
apart from certain forms of homosexuality, only

symptoms or effects of deeper-seated psychic defects,
and are never primary or original causes of the growth
of criminal qualities, and the details of these aber-
rations can never be of fundamental or essential sig-
nificance in criminal psychology.”*

The book is divided into three chapters ; each
chapter deals with a murderer, representative of his
type, and of the special weakness, or defect of
character, which caused his downfall. It has been
said that every man represents at least three persons.
Firstly, the man as hc really is. Secondly, the man
as other people see him.  Thirdly, the man as he
thinks he is, or as he thinks people see him. It is in
the last category that self-deception plays the largest
part. For instance, when the bore deceives himself
into the belief that he is a brilliant conversationalist.
Or a woman as regards her personal charm, especially
when youth is rapidly passing. Again, we may have,
perhaps on the spur of the moment, done something
which, upon after, and cooler reflection, we see to
have been mean, or cruel, or unjust. Then we make
all manner of excuses to justify our conduct, and
sometimes even succeed in persuading ourselves that
we are really the injured party. But mostly our self-
deceptions are quite unconscious and innocent, but in
the criminal this natural weakness is raised to the nth
degree. Says Bjerre: —

As | have already remarked, the fateful signifi-
cance of self-deception in the life of a criminal can
scarcely be exaggerated : criminals are a race
addicted to extremes of self-deception. The more
or less innocent tendency of the ordinary, average
human being to shun reality, or to transform it, as
far as possible, whenever it is inconvenient, appears
in the criminal released, as it were, from all
restraint or check, and expands and develops
into the most incredible forms. This occurs, be it
said, not only among the class of murderers we arc
here considering, in whose life the causes and effects
of self-deception are the dominating influences, but
also among practically all criminals, not only in
their apparently unimportant daily habits, but also
in the decisive moments of their lives. Self-decep-
tion is a psychological weapon of defence, which
every criminal must employ to an immeasurably
greater extent than other human beings, (p. 22).

The absence of Atheists from the statistics of our
prison population lias often been commented upon—
much to the bewilderment of many pious people who
think that absence of religion is the cause of crime.

* Andreas Bjerre. The Psychology of Murder, p. 115.
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It has even been suggested that Atheists hypocritically

adopt religion, “ take the veil,” as it were, upon
entering prison life. This is manifestly untrue ; the
real Atheists who have been sent to prison, like Car-

lile, Truelove, Holyoake and Foote, were not guilty
of hypocrisy. As a matter of fact there is very little
hypocrisy practised in prison, for the game is not
worth the candle. Bjcrre himself testifies that : ‘‘As
a general rule it may be said that among criminals in
prison, and especially among those under life-scn-
tence, one practically never finds conscious religious
hypocrisy.” (p. 33). Partly, he explains, because
nothing they could possibly gain by it would com-
pensate for the trouble and irksomeness of keeping
up the pretence ; and partly because most felons
harbour a deep aversion to religion and its representa-
tives. But these felons must not be confused with
Atheists ; Bjerre has confused the issue here by
declining to recognize as religion the beliefs enter-
tained by these criminals, declaring that it would be
very extraordinary to find among the worst felons :
“ the strength for real genuine, sound religious life,”
which he defines as “ the capacity for faithful
devotion.” If that is all religion consists of, then
dogs have more religion than men, which is ridiculous.
That these criminals had religious beliefs we have no
need to go outside Bjerre’'s book to prove, for on the

very same page wc read :—

The essence of all religion is evidently the capacity
for faithful devotion. Hut cpiite apart from all
criminological theories it is clear as day that that
is just what criminals completely lack. In fact,
among all the religious criminals 1 have had an
opportunity of studying, there was not one whose
religion 1 could call sound and genuine. Certainly,
1 found among some a kind of religiosity, which un-
doubtedly appeared genuine in so far as it mani-
festly proceeded from a vague seeking for com
munity with something outside and above them

Hut the essence of this desire was in reality

selves.
nothing else but a boundless need for support, in
the literal sense of the word; and the result of it, if

it at all deserved the name religion, certainly can-
not be called genuine. It grew tip out of psycho-
logical disintegration, in confinement, among degen-
erates. It began with inarticulate, agonized prayers
to the powers of Heaven or Hell, no matter which,
in which the suppliant did not believe, and it broke
out the moment these prayers were answered, as it
were, from the void beyond. Then out of their dis-
tress they evolved some weird protector, who be-
came henceforth their secret god. Often this cell
religiosity vanished when the prisoner was removed
to the common prison, but sometimes it assumed
real control of their psychic life and developed into
wonderful dogmas, which could be made to harmon-
ize by great straining, with Hiblical teaching.
Possibly among the most backward races one might
find religious phenomena of a similar or related
kind. (pp. 33-34).
Although the account is rather confused— how, fori
instance, could they supplicate ‘‘the powers of

Heaven or Hell,” if they did. not believe in them ?— H5 tlle

yet it is clear that these criminals were not Atheists
and in fact there is no mention of Atheism through-
out the book

Tw . ft,. n knowes
1 ifs is tF\e only & &VETSE criticism we have to make | |ngs oF the

on the book.
W. Mann.
(To be continued.)

Great souls arc not those which have fewer passions
and more virtues than common ones, but those only
which have greater aims.—La Rochefoucauld.

let custom give piijce ; let no
reason and truth.—St.

When truth is revealed,
man prefer custom before
Augusline.
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A Sunday in the Glen—Society and
Solitude.

Shall 1, wasting in despair,

Turn my gaze from Nature fair ?

.Shall 1, though so poor a thing,

Deny the impulse of the Spring ?

Tho' death is sure and time is fleet,

Shall I not taste what now is sweet ?

Or must I, weary, old, and sad,

Do penance still and ne’er he glad?—Adapted.

o : like the rejected lover of the old song, | will seek
consolations, nor die because a woman'’s fair, or life and
fortune fickle as the maid. For one day at least | will
be even as “ The blythe wee birds in the bonnie wee
glens.” There seems to me nothing more fitting than
that a man should write about what delights him most;
even if but to escape from what fills him with despair,
be it the dry-as-dust of reason or learning, or the sweeter
illusion of the wild glen sae green. | salute the scholars,
therefore, in their studies, even as they may sorrow for
him who lives on grass; who knoweth not the food of
the gods in libraries vast and dim, who idly seeks in-
stead,—

. . . the violets now
That strew the green lap of the new-come Spring;
or the green margin of that copious stream he had a
limpse of, bestarred with lesser celandine. Here also

comes the tired scholar, when he can, to repair the
wasted tissue of his haggard days. Hut long he may not
tarry; something equivalent to the Christian devil
drives him back to his books; so it would seem,
variously doomed, some devil drives 1s all, wc finding
our happiness here or there, in this or that, but never
for long, and never in reality :—

God save thee, ancient mariner,

From tire fiends that plague thee thus!—

Why lookest thou so?—with my crossbow

I shot the albatross 1

We have all shot our bolt, or been shot at, often to
our own or other’s hurt—but here we arc at the glel)
itself. A little London lady friend of mine will picture
it in ready, wistful fancy—to her it is dedicated. At
ny feet the upland roadway, over a grey bridge; on m)
right the brown moor topped with the Mount of Medita-
tion; to the left a purling stream, with many tributaries»
deep cradled in a mile or so of tortuous, wooded ravine,
with glimpses of silvered sea through the yet dun, leaflesS
trees. The stream is crystal clear, its bed a pinkish'

rey sandstone—of what epoch | know not, but of it a”
those slopes and hillocks are compiled—the whole over-
arched with a superb dome of blue and grey; only ti*c
chilled breeze creeping up the glen reminding one it
all loo early Spring. One crossed and recrossed the eve*
widening stream—on mossy logs, on siippery stones»
over pool and rapid, cascade and shelving glissade; W
red scaur and steep, elbowed promontory and roote
bank—at one supreme spot, a louder linn, a wider po°’
overhung by an ivied tree; bustling, rustling, shining
ivy, thickly clustered, alive and lovely, fed on fine*
food, drinking deep of the jewelled ambrosial sP™al
below! Near by, on the smooth, clean bole of an m»

i some clean-stemmed ivy crept upward in the most dc 1

cate tracery: surely as Dickens said, " A dainty Plal
'VT £reen! There remained the more fin®
Picturesque and romantic foot of the glen; and time,, a
lght’ a,d ,ove’ and temperature, and the spirit oi

| Iour>even a new spirit, remained ; and one exulted *~

rom

abnd slopes, . and
W|t

nra . ajl littere gar g%eW')RﬂeaW
with abundant promise of summer flowers—but
would not anticipate the fulfilment; one was happ,e
reflecting it was all to come! it
Emerging on the lower road by the sea, and flnme j
busy as a city street with wicked Sunday traffic, tn* -for
thought, the Sabbath was made for man, not na**
the Sabbath, and it is growing less and lesS st
monopoly of “ the lads in black.” Hy way of con ~
to the sustained sweetness and whispering wisd”™adiy
the woods | walked homeward with a somewhat
garrulous acquaintance.  The Frcethinker canic )0t
review. My friend preferred the general newspaPer’

in
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Papers that specialized in, or were biased towards one
Mea. What was the good of trying to prove there was
10 k°d ? As well try to prove that nothing existed!
so, the still small voice from the glen rejoined :
llie brecthinkcr was as willing to prove there was, as
Uat there was not, a God. It was purely a matter of
evidence.  What the Freethinker really did was to
assemble all the evidence, examine it, analyse it, and
abide by the result. The Freethinker, while far in
advance of other journals, was not alone in these in-
vestigations, but only alone in the full and free expres-
sion of their results. Science and life itself were the real
opponents of religion; would he, the believer was asked,
d God was finally proved non-existent, would he still
deprecate the truth being told? | seem to forget the
answer, | think he just demurred evasively. He seemed
a bttle shocked to know that my children had learned
t° have no shadow of fear of a “ worse ” or “ better ”
beyond death. His final appeal to reason was to picture
a villain and oppressor of the worst description going
unpunished in this life. Was there no later, but certain,
d'ane retributive justice for men of this type? All |
L°uld ask at parting was—What would be the good ?
evil was done : prevention would have been wiser
than punishment: even as a deterrent, post mortem
Pains had failed : The fear o’ hell was a hangman’s
"vi>ip, but it did not keep the wretch in order; and often
mede a Torquemada of a saint, filled pulpits with fools,
asyhuns with the insane, and our prisons with people
whp believed in hell . . . But it was tea-time, my friend’s
4 mine, so the walk and the discussion ended. | rc-
tUned to my reverie of the woods and streams, a pleas-
v aftermath; while a little duty mingled with the
1 of the clay. Andrew Millar.

Acid Drops,

Rev. T. A. Jefferies, of the United Methodist

S u'rch’ recently presented a re]kK>rt on the Sunday
» ,0°1 position. There was a decrease (4,000) in the
1 n)er of scholars attending their schools, but this was
a Rely caused by there being fewer children of school
WC Nau there had been hitherto. At the same time it
that fi.bc unwise not to recognize that it was imperative
] ., bhey should make their schools attractive enough to
a/ their own against outside attractions. We suggest
t>at'V ~UIUb a,1d Judy shows might prove useful, seeing
in the all-conquering Christ alone appears not to be
"'B'etic enough nowadays to capture youthful interest.

V , a missionary conference at Maidstone the other
g c*> Dr. pidl said of China, that it was in the throes
nja five-fold revolution—educational, industrial, eco-
iVés le>social, and religious, while at the same time it
N ng to cope with the rising spirit of nationalism,
tleC' jt. failed to understand. The Doctor added that
[li§ - 'giou of Confucius was no longer functioning as it
oyer 11 bhe past. The people had practically thrown it
fore’ a,,fi there was nothing to take its place. He there-
Chri lut in a strong plea for the continuance of
eliic tan mission work in China, along the lines of
t-hric'QlI8™ and medical service. Dr. Piell is a true
peem lan egotist. He appears to fancy that the Chinese
SUnere(having got rid of their own home-grown brand of
tidyla- k*°*nl are eagerly looking about for his par-
harji * brand to put in the place of the other. We can

cfedit that. The Chinese have a reputation for

g mtelligent.

tan of 1l P°I'ticians are making as much capitnl as they
>Rn tbe action of the Clyde Lighthouse Trust in dis-
°h s,,”,QU0 °t its men, who declined to carry out a test
%ioiis'<ay’ ?n the ground that it was against his rc-
Man jj °°nvictions. Now we wonder whether, if the
"Miehn -bccn a Mohammedan, would these M.I'.’s have
~Y'(ay}lin *n declining to do anything of the kind on a

~atnr,'  i)r a Jew who raised the same objection to
, We have every respect for a man who
the cOa. O what he thinks is wrong—and stands by

S<quences of his refusal. But a man who wants
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all the privileges of his job, and declines to carry out
some of its duties on the ground of religious scruples,
gives rise to very different feelings. We do not believe
in preferential treatment in the public service, even
when those asking for it are the most bigoted of
Christian believers.

.Sanitary dwellings, sunlight, fresh air, and good food,
says a weekly paper, will stamp out small-pox quicker
than inoculation with vaccine. What's the matter with
prayer as a remedy? If Pastor Jeffries and other won-
der-workers can work miracles of cures by aid of prayer,
surely this Christian specific for all the ills God allows
to afflict humanity, might have honourable mention ?
We think that as our contemporary’s suggestion smacks
of horrid materialism, all good Christian people will do
well to ignore it. Jesus had nothing to say about
sanitary dwellings, sunlight, fresh air, and good food
as preventives of disease. He advocated living the holy
life, and large doses of prayer. If the aforesaid things
had been necessary', there can be no doubt the man of
God would have told us all about them.

Man is a “praying animal,” and advertising—which
has persuaded masses of people to do some extraordinary
things in recent years—could persuade men to give
scope to their national religion. So the Hon. Sec. of
the C. of E. Advertising Association tells us. That
“man is a praying animal” is a variant of the moth-
eaten assertion about man being naturally religious.
If that is a fact, it does seem odd that so much persuad-
ing and cajoling to do praying and worshipping
exercises should be necessary. Possibly prayer may
be natural to primitive men. But as men grow more
civilized they slottgli off their primitive habits and the
fears which induce them. That explains why men are
ceasing to be praying animals, and why clerical adver-
tising proves largely abortive. Advertising may have
persuaded the masses to do extraordinary things, but
there is a limit to what religious advertising may do
in the persuading line. That limit is set by the awk-
ward fact that the masses have slowly become more
receptive to civilized notions and opinions, and hence
unrcceptive to the primitive notions of the Christian
religion.

What the Freethinker says to-day is echoed in our
contemporaries the day after. Hence it is not surpris-
ing to read in a weekly journal a plea for rational
amusement Ol .Sunday. The writer says that a clergy-
man complained to him about the almost universal
indifference to religion, and of the attitude of the mau-
in-the-street to the parson trying to get in touch. The
writer thinks this may bc accounted for by the Church’s
opposition to Sunday amusement, which the average
man regards as being the antagonism of a vested in-
terest out to smash competition. We are next told that
a great appeal has been made for the further provision
of playing-fields. Yet in almost every town there are
parks, with children’s playgrounds and open spaces
for various kinds of games, which are closed down on
the one day in the week when people can avail them-
selves of them. “Let us have more playing-fields, by
all means, but why not, at the same time, make full
use of the playing-fields we have? That seems to me
the commonsense view, but propose to permit the com-
mon people to enjoy themselves healthfully on Sunday,
then the churches are up in arms at once.” We arc
grateful to this writer for passing on, almost word for
word, to a larger public what has been said in these
columns. But why not observe the usual courtesy of
the Press and make due acknowledgment of the source
of the ideas?

At Kcw (London) a small chattel in the the parish
church has been turned into a little church for children
from five to fourteen years of age. The children form
the choir, elect their own officers, secretary and
treasurer, take the alms, read the lessons, and do
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everything but preach. It appears, however, that many
parents do not support the arrangement. They object
to children being taught creeds in which they them-
selves only half believe. They do not wish the child-
ren to learn anything that will have to be unlearned
later. A women writer in a weekly paper attempts to
convert this type of parent. Such parents, she says,
should remember that certain great attributes of love
and gentleness, justice and hope, are common to all
religions.  She therefore commends the children’s
church because it enables the lives of great men and
women to be held up for emulation, and interest in fine
ideals to be aroused. All that sounds very nice. But
the plain truth about this children’s church is that its
primary aim is to make little clients for the Church.
What the children are taught to do reveals that plainly
enough. The originators of the scheme are not so much
concerned with inculcating or developing certain great
attributes, as with implanting certain habits which, it
is hoped, will in later years bring the matured child
automatically to the parson’s house of business.

The certain great attributes mentioned may be com-
mon to all religions—though we might be pardoned for
doubting this after a survey of some religions, such as
the Christian and Mohammedan, in actual practice.
But their association with religion comes from the fact
that they are the finer natural qualities of human nature.
This being the case, they do not require the nonsensical
paraphernalia of the Christian creed to enable them to be
inculcated. The ecclesiastical stuff is merely the lead
debasing the natural gold. Besides, the lives of the great
men and women usually selected for a Christian child’s
emulation are nearly always those of stupid Biblical and
religious fanatics and bigots. And children are likely
to be all the better if they are without such doubtful ex-
emplars. That being the case, the better advice to the
parents would be this. They should support or start
Secular Sunday-schools, where their children could learn
about the great human attributes, be taught admira-
tion for the noble lives of men and women of every creed
and of no creed, and become acquainted with the finer
aspects of a truly civilized life. ~ The children would
then have nothing to unlearn as they grew to maturity.
On the other hand, the adult thus trained in youth
would be little likely to be attracted by ecclesiastical
flummery.  But only professional Christians would be
likely to deplore that.

Mr. Algernon Ashton writes to the Daily News (of all
papers!) the following:—

How extraordinary, how incredible, that in a great
city like Birmingham, with its close upon a million of
inhabitants, no restaurants and tea places are open on
Sundays! ... Is such a state of things really to last
for ever? Impossible !

We can tell Mr. Ashton just how long such a state of
affairs will last—until such time as the citizens of
Birmingham get rid of their respect for the Christian
Big Bogey'’s alleged taboo on everything except religious
exercises on Sunday. Mr. Ashton need not despair.
Religious taboos have a habit of going the way of all
flesh. And judging by what is happening all over the
country, we should say this particular taboo will soon
vanish from Birmingham.

In The Dawn there recently appeared an article by Mr.
T. C. Horton, Superintendent Emeritus of the Bible In-
stitute of Los Angeles. This was headed “ The Pro-
gress of Truth,” and dealt with the state of affairs of the
Christian religion in America. The writer said that the
Y.W.C.A. now receives Roman Catholics and Jews into
full fellowship. The Y.M.C.A. is largely given over to
social clubs and educational programmes. “Millions of
dollars which were contributed by Christian men and
women to be used in saving and sanctifying men and
women, are now being employed, instead, in faith-
destroying teaching and for purely educational and social
service.” This is indeed highly deplorable. Still, the
Christian men and women taking salaries from the two
institutions mentioned didn't wish to lose their jobs.
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They knew there was a slump in religion, and so the}
reduced the “ one true light ” to a feeble glimmer, and
introduced things that are more likely to attract the
popular fancy. That appears to be the explanation.
The conduct of the people responsible for the innova-
tions may not be honest; but when necessity drives,
desperate remedies become necessary.

Representatives of Buddhism, Confucianism, Hindu-
ism, Judaism, Theosophy and Christianity recently
gathered together at the City Temple. This did not
please the English Churchman. It remarks that the
novelty of the occasion no doubt drew most of the people
who attended. But it “ cannot understand any persons
calling themselves Christians being present on such an
occasion.” It adds later:—

There is no doubt that the gathering at the City
Temple is in entire harmony with the spirit of the age,
although utterly opposed to Holy Scripture.

From this one may legitimately infer that the spirit
of the age—toleration—wasn’t hatched from Holy Writ
(Christian brand) nor nurtured by the Christian religion-

Apropos of Lord Hugh Cecil’s defence of the new
Prayer Book, a Protestant paper says that he does not
seem to see that “ there is a great difference between Il.e
toleration of false teachers by lax administration and the
imposition of false teaching by law.” From this one
can see just how near is the accomplishment of that
much-advertised Brotherhood of Christian People. The
only thing appearing to stand in the way is that each
Christian sect will persist in holding to its own opinion
as to what is true teaching and what is false. Still, the
antagonism to which this stubborn holding of opinion
leads is steadily diminishing. Christians everywhere
are learning to tolerate one another. Note how mild I*
the following extract from an Italian paper, Il GiornOi
published in Naples :— M

I am astonished that these Protestants are stil
tolerated in our Catholic city. They must, at all costs
be driven out, for they are dangerous elements for our
Catholic faith, just as they arc disintegrating elements
in our country. They do not shed abroad the good se<
of Christ and of God, but the putrid and corrupting see(
of Luther, Calvin, Zwingli and company.

You will note there is nothing said about exterminating,
but only of driving out. Obviously, the Christian sects
are getting a lot kindlier one to the other, and the
Brotherhood of Christian People is well on the way-

The League for the Prohibition of Cruel Sports ha*
issued a special women’s number of its magazine,
which many well-known women have given the
opinions. Lady Bonham Carter says that the attitn<
of most women in the matter of cruel sports is that O
the averted mind. Such things will not bear thinking
of, and so they are not thought of. Many of the cOlL
tributors to this special number show that when on
they have considered the matter, all possibility of “P
holding or taking part in such sports is at an end-
may add that something similar happens to the pastnO
of God-worsliipping, when intelligent men and 'voll'Q{
can be got to examine the Christian creed in the lijril
what the paper has to say of it and its crudities.

Be that as it may, Miss Radclyflc Hall, author ;\
Adam’s Breed, declares she was once an ardent
hunter, but now, she adds : “ | could no longer Ki t
the sake of pleasure, could no longer harry and tori
dumb creatures for the sake of so-called sport; I c® ™
in fact, no longer ignore the victim, for imagination
led to understanding, and understanding to comPasSI(
We suggest Miss Hall is hardly right in what she ' vy
about imagination. It would be more accurate to
that reason and reflection had excited imagination”
picture herself suffering the torture of the hunted, ~
from this has come compassion, and hence disgU- 1
is reason and reflection that leads men and 'v°nlnj,ig,
humane thoughts. For is it not always the reaso
reflecting few who pioneer nobler views, kindly re
and finer civilization ?
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To Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who reoelve their copy
Or the "Freethinker” in a GREEN WRAPPER
Mil please take it that the renewal of their
&bscription is due. They will also oblige, if
they do not want us to continue sending the
Paper, by notifying us to that effect.

Freethinker Endowment Trust—O. Underwood, 7s. 6d.;
K- L. Bishop, is.; G. Chappie, 5s.; S. Brooking, 4s. 6d.;
E G. Beauchamp, £i.

A Williams.—Certainly, there ought to be more Freethouglit
work done in South Wales, but some amount of local co-
operation is necessary to make a start. We will do all we
can to help at this end.

L.—There is no law against holding public meetings,
Provided the meeting is not held in a prohibited place,
that the object of the meeting is a lawful one, and that no
obstruction is caused by the gathering. And even then
1t is not the right of public meeting, as such, that is
fiuestioned.

A King.—We have pointed out over and over again that the
t-'hurches and Chapels in this country are heavily subsi-
dized from the public purse in the shape of relief from
rates and taxes, as well as from such sources as tithes
and royalties from mines. This relief is obtained under
ihe Poor Rate Exemption Act of 1833. If all these build-
ings paid their proportion of rates the sum would amount
to many millions.

F Patterson (Memphis).—The quotation is interesting, but
ot>ly as one more specimen of the state to which a man
may he reduced by over-absorption in Christian teaching,
fhese cases are almost pathological in their nature.

C. Richard—We have some such handbill in view for
“fe.in the near future. With regard to the other matter.
"There is no harm done, but you should insist on having
from your newsagent what you order.

C- J Tacciii—Shall look forward to seeing you again when
yau return to England. Thanks for getting new sub-
briber. Paper is being sent.

Ve " Freethinker” is supplied, to the trade on sale or
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
~ported to this office.

Ule Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4
”e National Secular Society’'s office is at & Farringdon
Street, London, E.Ca-
ben the services of the National Secular Society in con-
ncxion with Secular Burial Services arc required, all com-
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss

M. Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

~ecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
f-C-4, bv the first post Tuesday, or they will not be
'userted.

Virders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
°l the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
.“nd not to the Editor.

,» Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
'Pile Pioneer Press,” and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd,”

1. lerkenwell Branch.
e'ers for t)lc Editor of the " Freethinker” should be

y~dressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4
rends who send us newspapers would enhance the favou.
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call

Pifgtention.

' Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the pub
I hing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad)
Ure year, i5s.; half year, 7s. 6d.; three months, 3s. gd.

Sugar Plums.

OW|pg to the holidays, a number of letters arc held

—W be dealt with in our next issue. Some corres-
i*°ndeuts that would have been answered in the usual
I—g@gthrough these columns, are receiving replies by

the i Collleu’s ncw book Materialism Rc-slatcd is now in
SC).lla"ds of the binders, and will be on sale early in
ed”™ber. it is issued by the Secular .Society, Limited,
fort/ 'lound, and at the low price of 2s. 6d. It should

<4 Con,la,,ion volume to his Determinism or Free-
dibj(j "diieh has become cpiite a standard work on the

It will be good news to those of our friends who have
been doing their best to secure new readers, to know
that of late there has been an upward move in the circu-
lation of this paper. During the summer season, when
so many of our readers are travelling about the country,
there are plenty of opportunities of introducing the
Freethinker to probable regular readers, and we hope as
many as can will convert themselves into circulation
agents. We are ready to send on parcels of specimen
copies to all who require them, and also to send the
paper for six weeks to any address, provided six half-
penny stamps are sent to cover postage.

A West African Correspondent writes :—

This paragraph in your issue of May 29:

“On the other hand, we have several native
readers of the Freethinker in Nigeria, so Methodism
will find some opposition even there.”

Ah! si vous saviez, mon cher ami! | could make
readers for a hundred copies weekly of your fine journal
but 1I'd find myself so sent to Coventry by the Christian
Powers-that-be, that I might just as well poison myself
out of hand!

As a matter of literal truth, when | have copies of
the Freethinker on my library-table, and Native callers
(men of culture) drop in for a chat, and to “ beg, borrow
or steal ” the gleanings of my most recent mail-bag, |
am fain to hide your journal out of sight—for once
borrowed, | realize that the paper would pass from band
to hand in every direction, and ultimately lead to a fine
old sherniozzle at one or other of the many churches!

So | always send it away to “ the bush ”"—to some
lonely outpost, where it may work its will without ray
being too acutely aware of the reaping of my insidious
sowing!

If this seems a contradictory statement of the local
position, please bear in mind that not one White in a
hundred troubles to attend any form of worship—unless
that job happens to lie his livelilicxxl; and that we most
scrupulously, in our West African Nights, avoid all dis-
cussions of religion. We talk morals, ethics, science,
literature—but never dogma : and it's an honest fact
that | do not knoiv whether my ten best pals here are
Romans, Pres., Anglicans or Infidels and damned if |
care !

But alas, the poor native has an awful time—he is
bludgeoned into the Churches, whether lie likes or not
and Superstition is superimposed upon Superstition, till
the poor devil wears an intellectual (sic) covering that is
onion-like in its endlessness!

If one were only safely “ pensioned ” (a modest hun-
dred a year might satisfy me at this time) one could go
the whole hog—but to be an Atheist—my word | talk
about tabus! Imagine the fulminations of the several
Bishops—for we arc of sufficient importance here in tiny
Onitsha to have both a Roman Catholic and a C.M.S.
“ Lord”—to say nothing cf another Catholic of the
Italian Church only just across the river! No wonder
your “ missionary informs the world that Nigeria is
Methodism’s richest field! ”—I’d merely amend that to
Dogma's richest field!

What purports to he a translation of a manuscript
handed down in the Bella Mina family since the six-
teenth celitijry, is now published by the Old Royalty
Book Publishers, John Street, Adelphi, under the title
of My Escape from the Auto De Ft, October 1559.
Whether the work be a translation of a real MSS. or not,
there is an air of verisimilitude about the story that
carries considerable conviction. The story is simply
and effectively told, and the love interest in it makes it
as good as a novel. And one is inclined to say that the
story is true even though it is fietitous, for what is set
down here may easily have happened more than once
when every man and woman moved under the shadow of
the Church, and when a straying from the beaten path,
or an incautious word might mean death at the stake,
or years in prison.

One is inclined to accept flic story as genuine because
of its general atmosphere. It is difficult for one living
to-day to picture a time when any man’s neighbour
might be playing the part of a spy, and when the
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church utilized the better side of human nature to per-
petuate one of the vilest tyrannies that ever dominated
the human spirit.  Priest and layman might each be
dominated by a strong sense of duty, and apart from
their religious beliefs might be quite admirable speci-
mens of humanity. It was the infernal influence of the
Christian Church that worked corruption. It enabled
people to stand approvingly by while their fellows were
being burned in batches as a penalty for doubting the
truth of Christianity. Of course, the fact that the goods
of the convicted heretic became the property of the
Church played its part, but mere love of gain could
never have kept the machine in action. And even worse
than the deaths at the stake was the influence of this
long-drawn-out terrorism on the minds and character of
those who were permitted to live. It made hypocrisy
and mental cowardice life-saving virtues. It kept men
Christian, but at the price of much that was best in their
manhood. The published price of the book is 3s. 6d.

New Courses.

“ | PRESS toward the mark for the prize,” says a
New Testament writer. And sometimes | fancy that,
of all the youths in a certain Buckinghamshire village,
about the years 1873-5, I might have obtained first
prize for Evangelical piety. At prayer-meetings oft,
labouring in Scripture classes three times each Sun-
day (two in the morning, and one in the afternoon),
singing to Jesus in Sunday evening service at church,
kneeling solitary in my barely-furnished chamber
three times daily (8 a.m., and 1 p.m., and 10.30 p.m.)
and praying mightily for grace, spending many a
leisure hour in reading and reciting passages from the
Old and New Testaments, attentive at revival meet-
ings, and eager to hear missionaries— surely | quali-
fied for some sort of recognition, if only the humblest
scat in the stadium of the Eternal Heavens. When
| visit the churchyard, once so familiar to my devout
eves, | see the graves of young acquaintances, who
had lustily shouted hymns to God, and died all-too-
carly for lack of attention to the physique. 1 recall
a villager who forsook his family, and tramped round
the country, imploring sinners to bathe in Christ’s
blood, and who died in a Mental Hospital. 1 recall
the aged Parish Clerk, by whose dying-bed | stood,
as he raved :—

Yes, Frederick, the Lord has washed me in his
precious blood '—1 am snatched as a brand from the
burning!—Forever with Jesus! Blessed be his
name!—My name is in the Book of Life!

And in that same countryside, children received
most inadequate schooling, illegitimate mothers were
cruelly damned, farm-labourers enjoyed scanty wages
and ample rheumatism, and never a breath of political
emancipation, or new thought, or message of woman’s
freedom, blew into the pretty villages amid their
beeches and elms. Not so very long ago, | strolled
along a lane on the outskirts of Buckingham—a high
hedge on the left, and cottages on the right—and be-
held a man raking tin cans and old kettles and
crockery out of the hedge, into which the cottagers,
for lack of dust-bins, had flung their refuse during
the last few months. And in the Buckingham
churches and chapels, the choirs celebrated the
superb mansions to which all the ratepayers might
go, free of cost, and where they might lodge with the
angel-aristocracy and the royal family of the uni-
verse.

I thought of this lane when, in the July number of
Mr. Robertson Scott’'s Countryman* | read the
following letter :—

* All excellent non-patty quarterly magazine of rural life
and policy. (To I>e had for 2s. 6d. from Mr. Scott, Idbury,
Kingham, Oxford).
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New Courses eor Theological Colleges !—A
wholly unorganized community puts its empty tins
into the hedge-rows! It sounds trivial, but as a
fisherman | deplore the fact that on the remotest
streams | am always stumbling against tin cans and
broken bottles. 1 rejoice in the growth of paper
containers, at least they will decay and can even be
burnt. How we need an organizer in every village!
If onl\- the parsons----- . Fancy a theological college
with a course on local government, another on
domestic economy, a third on the history of Eng-
lish land, on co-operation, etc., etc, etc.! Let us
have better living and chance the dying!—F.R.S.

It is a broken-winded, spasmodic kind of letter, but
I like it very much. | catch in it a cry like the cry of
the prophet Ezekiel, when he reproached the priests
for neglect of the Common People— though | beg the
gracious bishops who read the Freethinker to forgive
my citing the Bible in connexion with a hedge-row
and tin cans :—

As 1 live, saitli the Lord God, surely because my
flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to
every beast of the field, because there was no shep-
herd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock,
but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not mv
flock, therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of
the Lord—Thus saith the Lord God : Behold, 1 ain
against the shepherds!

I love the Bible when it talks—or rather, bawls—
like that ; though | fear my friends the Bishops will
scarcely approve such love of the Sacred Writings-
There arc different sorts of love.

So it is proposed that, in our village churches and
in the theological colleges, we should have New
Courses. Once, an old harlot, aged 90, repented of
her amours, and it is never too late to mend. ¥
really is late in the Church’s history, and ‘‘it is to-
ward evening, and the day is far spent,”—as the
disciples said at Emmaus. And the stodginess, the
ignorance, the crabbiness, and the narrowness °f
the English villager’'s religion is still ghastly. ~
few weeks ago, | called on a veteran dame who,
more than half a century since, dwelt in my deal
Buckinghamshire, and we exchanged reminiscences.
She was a sensible soul, and | ventured to tell ho,
in a simple way, that | had abandoned the theology
of our youth; nor did she wince. But her husban'
was of a holier and diviner cast; and next day, hav'
ing heard of our converse, he wrote for her (5,
poor thing, had gnarled arthritic hands) the following
letter, here printed exactly, except the signature :

17 May,
Dr Sir,

Just to say owing to your changed views which al
quite opposite to my Husbands it will not be cD
venient for you to call again | am sorry very

Yours obed * *

However, if England accepts the hint of the Couni’-
man’s correspondent, this dreadful piety will be _-
placed by a religion which studies econorniC’
finance, sanitation, politics, and history. A'l"' (
onlv the Church had started on this ‘‘Course” s(I)].’Lt
—say evan in 1883, when my friend Hyndmam Wro%
fierce pages on social revolution. SoppoS€é & P1 r
a few of his words in the mouth of a village rcCe
or vicar at sermon-time, when the farmers aflO
ploughmen and ditchers listen for revelation,
will be the effect
Dearly beloved brethren—The rural labourer, n
his fellow of the cities, is in such penury”™ jC
pleasure is [1883] almost unknown to him, acares
is too often driven to drink to drown his Vo
Change the social conditions from early ~ jjci
secure the children not merely bare education— JQtioa
means, even now, mere common-place ins rl
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that their poor feeding and squalid surroundings
prevent them from taking advantage of—but a really
pure and healthy existence, with sufficient food and
leisure in return for wholesome work, and drunken-
ness or low debauchery would soon disappear. As
It is, after a life of hopeless and degrading toil on
starvation wages, they have but the squalid misery
°f the workhouse to look to in old age. The land-
lord, the rector, the farmer, the whole array of con-
sumers who have lived at ease on the labour of these
underpaid wage-slaves grudge the worn-out labourer
even the cost of maintenance after forty or fifty
years spent in providing them with food and luxury
cut of his labour. Therefore, dearly beloved
brethren . . .

The first utterance of such sermons would, per-
'aPs, have occasioucd a degree of surprise, but, after
due experience, and the kind co-operation of the
'shops, the congregation would have learned to
'‘eak out into the frequent shout of “ Amen ” !

Anyway, public opinion will, sooner or later,
Ruction the New Courses. The village pulpit will
eiiver discourses on science, history, drama, the
'Rher literature, and social issues connected with the
"nd, water-power, coal, oil, mines, shipping, hous-
"'S, domestic economy, industrial guild organization,
c"'iency reform, prevention of disease, conflicts of
4@ and colour, etc. ; and apartments of the church
"lay he devoted (“devoted” is the very appropriate
r,n' to a library and a museum, and the like. |
“ "hi 1]JO¢ propose much alteration of the stained-
7ass windows. The east window might still show,
. Slowing red, green, orange, brown and blue, the
Stn Christ in the act of ascension. The vicar would
€N say to the congregation

Humanity rises, and the ascent of Man is being
accomplished.

F. J. Gould.

Colonel Ingersoll.

1the Destroyer of weeds, thistles and thorns is a bene-
lactor, whether he soweth grain or not.”

" the Clergy know, that 1 know, that they know,
bat they do not know.”

II'i_above quotations will no doubt be recognized as
Iu'rrECtS from the works of one of the greatest Free-
nkers of all time.
tatli\lo 'vords of mine arc needed to enhance the repu-
f0‘°n of that brave and gallant soul who, for over

rty years, stood four-square to the Religionists of
%‘u’ °le world, and, amidst the roar and din of

L0 refused to allow the attacks of the flower of the

tir~rgian army to shake his so deeply-rooted convic-

ntv' Calmly and confidently lie met every onset,
gl LO'%'s< which he felt and knew to be the right
the It is impossible for anyone to estimate

value of his unselfish devotion. The

Ild which was covered by Robert Ingersoll and
th gallant band who rallied round him has cleared
*hi> for those to whom he handed the torch

1 Heath alone could pluck from his grasp.

"he ~"~"'ration and my grateful thanks cause me to
ke pjt this short appreciation, inadequate though it
Scrrer wen | reca<l bis works and learn of his self-
%, Ic® and his entire neglect of all personal con-
'Wicl °nS a,K™a”wvantagcs, | feel that the generation
hi,, 1bas followed him does not know enough about
H Apart from Freethinkers, he is little more than
J? e >and a much maligned name at that,
kit, 11 b's greatest opponents were impelled to bear
hﬁ[)%s t) his wide generosity and the integrity of

*
1 ‘]%a‘ry Field, in an open letter, used the follow-
*'verds o
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I have no dispute with the quiet and peaceable
gentleman, whose kindly spirit makes sunshine in
his home; but it is that other man over yonder, who
comes forth into the arena like a gladiator, defiant
and belligerent, that rouses my antagonism.

Is it not perfectly obvious that it was the kindly
spirit to which the Doctor refers that caused him to
rise in indignation, when he considered that innocent
people were being led grossly astray by those who
were capable of commanding their attention?

But an even greater tribute was paid him on the
occasion when he defended C. B. Reynolds, who was
arraigned on a charge of blasphemy. At the con-
clusion of his speech for the defence, a throng pressed
after him to offer congratulations. One old man
said : “ Colonel Ingersoll, I am a Presbyterian pastor,
but I must say that was the noblest speech in defence
of liberty | ever heard ! Your hand, sir; your hand.”
(Extract from The Times, New York, May 20, 1SS7.)

Colonel Ingersoll’'s complete knowledge of the Bible
and Church history enabled him to speak with the ut-
most authority on theological matters, and to refute
the finest intellects of all denominations. Even the
eloguence of that Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the late
Rt. Hon. \V. E. Gladstone, failed to make any im-
pression on his arguments. This last discussion, in-
deed, which was conducted by correspondence,
formed a most interesting contrast in styles. The
stately but highly involved rolling periods of the
famous English statesman require the closest attention
on the part of the reader, if he wishes to unravel the
somewhat obscure thread of the argument ; while the
clear, crisp sentences which characterize all the works
of Col. Ingersoll, set forth his point of view in a
manner which a child could comprehend.

The extent of his human sympathy is well illus-
trated by the following passage: —

Let me say here, once for all, that for the man
Christ | have infinite respect. l.ct me say, once for
all, that the place where man has died for man is
holy ground. And let me say, once for all, that to
that great and serene man | gladly pay, the tribute
of my admiration and my tears. He was a reformer
in his day. He was an infidel in his time. He was
regarded as a blasphemer, and his life was destroyed
by hypocrites, who have, in all ages, done what they
could to trample freedom and manhood out of the
human mind. Had 1 lived at that time, 1 would
have been his friend, and should lie conic again, he
will not find a better friend than 1 will be . . . Back
of the theological shreds, rags and patches, hiding
the real Christ, | sec a genuine man.

Surely to describe the author of those words as a
monster ” and a “ menace to Society,” is an absur-
dity of which only desperate and frustrated partisans
could be cajiable. How much more are they calcu-
lated to instil the spirit of kindness into the mind of
a child than the Sunday-school text : “ Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting flames.”

And let me place before those who imagine that the
psalms of David are the highest and most beautiful
expressions of thought in the English language, this
irrefutable exposition of man’s knowledge of the future
life:—

We do not know, we cannot say, whether Death be
a door or a wall. Neither is the idea of immortality
born of any book, creed or religion. It was born of
human affection ; and it will continue to float amidst
the mists and clouds of doubt and darkness as long
as Love shall kiss the lips of Death.

No one, be he pope or bishop or priest, can declare
that lie knows more than that. The position of the
ecclesiastics, indeed, on this point is not a little amus-
ing. They first of all inform us that man has no
conception of the infinity of God. They tell us that
our puny brains are not capable of comprehending
the first letter in the alphabet of heaven. And the
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next instant we find them painting alluring pictures young children by ghastly pictures of future misery,
of the abode of bliss, omitting no details ; and dcscrib  to imprint on the virgin mind atrocious images which
ing, with gusto, the horrors of the future home pre they hoped might prove indelible.”
pared for heretics—again omitting no details. N The essential vileness and inhumanness of the
Just one more brief glimpse at that intellect whici  priestly mind is shown in two details of the theory of
gleamed and burned as a beacon in the darkness as  tpe inspired ” Romish Church in regard to hell-
certain guide for all the Good and True, and | am Qne s, that the joy of those who get to heaven will
done. It will be a fitting conclusion also for this pe enhanced by a view- of hell. Here is what one of

small tribute to his memory. their theologians says (quoted by Lecky, History of
These were the final words of his funeral oration European Morals, Vol. Il., p. 227) : “ The elect will
to Dr. T. Seton Robertson, September 8, 1898 :— go forth, and by clear vision behold the torture of
Dear Friend, farewell! If we do meet again Wi the impious . . . Their minds will be sated with j°y

shall smile indeed—if not, this parting is well made as they gaze on the unspeakable anguish.” Again
Farewell! (Leeky’s History of Rationalism, Vol 1., p. 31)

B. S. Wilcox. “ The saint was often permitted in visions to behold

the agonies of the lost. He loved to tell how by the
lurid glare of the eternal flames he had seen million5
writhing in every form of ghastly suffering, their eye-
balls rolling with unspeakable anguish, their limbs

Hell : Purgatory ; Heaven.

A few little idylls from a R.C. book : The Sight of _ e ¢
Hell— gashed and mutilated and quivering, etc., etc.”

See! on the middle of that red-hot floor stands a The other detail is that little children, if not bap-
girl; she looks about sixteen years old. Her feet are tized, were said to be sent to the same torture. Agaim

bare . . . Listen, she speaks. She says : | have been from Lecky (History of European Morals, Vol. F
standing on this red-hot floor for years. Day and p. 96) :—
night my only standing place has been this red-hot That a little child who lives but a few moment”
floor. Look at my burnt and bleeding feet. Let me after birth and dies before it has been sprinkled wit'l
go off this burning floor for only one moment, only sacred water is in such a sense responsible for ds
for one single short moment . . . ) ancestors having 6000 years before eaten some for"
The fourth dungeon is the boiling kettle ... in bidden fruit, that it may with perfect justice be cast
the middle of it there is a boy. His eyes are burn- into an abyss of eternal fire, that an all-righteous
ing like two burning coals . . . Two long flames and ™Mi-merciful Creator in the full exercise of those
come out of his ears . . . Sometimes he opens his attributes, deliberately calls into existence sentient
mouth and blazing fire rolls out. But listen! there beings, whom he has from eternity irrevocably
is a sound like a kettle boiling. The destined to endless unspeakable unmitigated torture«
blood is boiling in the scalded veins of that are propositions which arc at once so extravagant!}
boy. The brain is boiling and bubbling in his head. absurd, that their adoption might well lead men t°
The marrow is boiling in his bones . . . The fifth doubt the universality of moral perception. finel
dungeon is the rcd-liot oven. The little child is in teaching is in fact simply demonism in its most ex-
this red-hot oven. Hear how it screams to come out. treme form.
See how it turns and twists itself about in the fire. St. Augustine emphatically denied that there was a

It beats its head against the roof of the oven. It . -
stamps its little feet on the floor. God was very separate place for infants— he distinctly declared th{t

good to this child. Very likely God saw that it they descended into everlasting fire. St, Fulgent*15
would get worse and worse and would never repent, wrote : “ Be assured and doubt not that little childrel*
and so it would have to be punished much more in who have begun to live in their mother’s womb an
hell. So God in his mercy called it out of the world have there died, or who having been just born, bf\C
in Us early childhood. passed away without the sacrament of holy bapt*3~
The above is quoted by Lucky (History of European must be punished by the eternal torture of tndy*»
Morals) from a tract by Rev. J. Furniss, C.S.S.R., fire.”
published “permissu superiorum,” by Duffy (Dublin). The formal dogma on the matter is that becaUsE
Do not think this is an isolated case. There is an Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the tree of 1*
entire literature of descriptions of Hell, and Lecky Knowledge of good and evil, they and all their de5
gives some remarkable samples of the ghastly stuff. cendants have been put under a curse. Except 11,11.
All the human race outside the Church and a large- certain conditions everybody will be damned for tn"
proportion of those who are in it, “ are doomed to an original parents’ sin, even if (like new-born babc"
eternity of agony in a literal and undying fire.” Of they have no sin of their own. These conditions
the monastic visions, retailed to the dupes as inspired not even in existence until Jesus w-as crucified, so h.ff'
truth, Lecky says: “ It is impossible to conceive all the human race prior to that event are burning ™
more ghastly, grotesque and material conceptions of rell (except perhaps a few individuals mention«
the future world than they evince, or more hideous the OIld Testament). And since that event, Ju/
calumnies against that Being who was supposed to those who have been properly baptized have b
inflict upon his creatures such unspeakable misery.. eligible for heaven. The rest—the great majority-""
The devil was represented bound by red-hot chains on in hell, that is, according to these mad and ba
a burning gridiron in the centre of hell. The screams guard priests. Practicafly it is &evil worshIp- ?
of his never ending agony made its rafters to resound ; Lecky says, the deeds which the Romish Churc* o
but his hands were free, and with these be seized the erifces to its God are worse than those they asen
lost souls, crushed them like grapes against his teeth Satan. In fact, some religious minds have ta'dj,at
and then drew them by his breath down the cavern curious kink from this phenomenon. They say
of his fiery throat. Demons with hooks of red-hot as the person whom the Papists worship, “* ~
iron plunged souls alternately into fire and ice. Some called God is obviously the Devil, therefore the Pc
of the lost were hung up by .their tongues, others were whom the Papists admit is their God’s adve« ™
sawn asunder, others gnawed by serpents, others namely, Lucifer, Star of the Morning, must 1 fi,
beaten together on an anvil and welded into a single genuine God. So they worship Lucifer as the il
mass, others boiled and then strained through a ciple of Good. Then the Catholics call them ™~
cloth . . . worshippers. Certainly things get a bit mi*
“ ... It was the custom then as it is the custom don’t they? ' get
now for Catholic priests to stain the imaginations of It is remarkable how often the priests try
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a thing both ways. They present their God as, on
the one hand, a God of Love and Mercy and Infinite
Conipassion, a Loving Father, whose heart bleeds for
his erring children, and who has sacrificed his only
begotten son for the sake of the millions of his other
soils and daughters. On the other hand, the same
Cod is presented as terrible and awful, cruel and un-
forgiving for all eternity.

If there is anything that Christianity prizes itself
°n it is what has been called the Golden Rule. But
this rule is only for ordinary humans. It is not for
such superior beings as priests and the priest's God
I've mention priests first because, as we have seen,
fl-C. priests claim to be greater than their God. When
Ne3 deal with ordinary humans they do nbt use a

lolden Rule, but a Rod of Iron, knobbly, with
sPikes on.

C. Boyd Freeman.
(To be continued.)

Drama and Dramatists.

hJa facile explanation is not on the tip of the tongue, a
Problem may be scuttled out of the way by calling it a
Mystery. Three good plays, “ Cyrano de Bergerac,”
~NeU.R.” and tjle “Wandering Jew” have been broadcast,
ulh as subjects of wireless are frequently matters for
1 aldryj we must seek an explanation for these three
Pays from the depth of the microphone in the word
{a stery, which is an outbuilding on Spinoza’s sanc-
1 'y of ignorance. We have praised these three plays
Ciis journal, for we would rather excel in the sphere
J Praising, being jealous of our space, than revel in the
°»ibtfui joy of destruction. In the order as set out
j.)JOVe, they may be described as emotion, intellect, and
Janee. it js impossible to see “ Cyrano” without gain-

sonic exaltation of feeling; it is equally impossible
( sec R.u.R. without realizing that Karel Capek had
t)iu,ly mastered his subject, and that he had logically
aed out the consequences of a world with its eyes set
B ,'¥°ng values. The play of Mr. Temple Thurston
V Shke looking at a coloured book of the history of the
ai',r somewhat melancholy, and not compensated for
eo 1Ql'er by the inverted salvation of the Jew. He
W ~"°f ‘f'c Ollly through belief. And we are still
I,Crideri,’g if our pleasure in Philip Cathay’s music has

shared by a single reader. We must take silence
str.agreement, and like a galley slave, in absence of
ti, Presume that our notes find acceptance. With
bev ntensely human touch of the spoken lines at the
j¢ flining of The Wandering Jew, we leave our own pet
oera of the world as a little house: “ We all are wan-
stJ r*,in a foreign land, between the furrows and the
HOs' The remedy is obvious, and less than twelve
h 1hs’ regular reading of the Freethinker will disclose

»“ The Beaux Stratagem,” produced by Mr. Nigel
_r%air. at the Lyric, Hammersmith, has been with-
K Built the same lines of comedy as those of
@i 1®%e>it was amusing, entertaining, and staged with
does )Ca»ty characteristic of Mr. Playfair, who, however,
E a 'T1 altogether, in this case, live up to his name.
Dy s.,gned note on the programme, he states: “ It is
Witi,08iPerience that a modern audience does not welcome
fcfdd MBtuie a venal and dissolute clergyman by way of
thara_rebef.” This in explanation of the deletion of the
,Act"ﬁtcr of Foigard; the term of. reproach, however, in
ater5 Sc- 1 ‘s allowed to stand. Squire Sullen, in an
take 'v'tb Sir Charles Freeman, asks, “ Do you
tia”™ .for an atheist or a rake?” This form of ex-
Siies ' ~berefore, will be seen to be east on the noble
Esi . religious discussion in the Press. It is a dis-
.Hgg!on M which only one side is heard. Therefore, the
feclinl;((Us spectator may be fortified by the fact that his
In§ ”s will not be disturbed by a drunken clergyman,
Ec ~Fengthened in his conviction that the atheist is in
Gnic,j.Ine. categ®ry as a rake. The language in the

T’ Is coarse, measured by modern standards, hard
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things are said about Jesuits, and Mr. Playfair might
have allowed the long dead author to tell his own story
in his own way, as no one would be astonished to learn
that a clergyman had other preferences besides tea, and
that, according to the grand old book, he took a little
wine for his stomach’s sake.

In some sort of balancing-up to the preferences at
Hammersmith, The Lyceum Theatre has no scruples in
oing forward where Mr. Playfair fears to tread. “The
Terror,” other than supplying thrills, does not aim very
higli. An ex-convict rejoicing in the name of “ Soapy
Marks,” adopts the disguise of a parson and is Killed.
This is black justice, yet something ought to be done
with the dramatist who lias a figure on the stage capable
of thinking that he can deceive the world of shadows
and the big Lyceum audience by appearing in the cloth.
We believe all that parsons have to say, but what we
believe it to be is set out and dealt with by our colleagues
in other columns of this paper.

“ The Call,” a drama in two acts, has come under
our notice at a time when the stage has not yet
thoroughly taken up the subject of Life and how to live
it. There were sinister influences at work to stifle Eliza-
bethan drama, and the abortive efforts of independent
actors in the present day, indicate that similar influences
are at work. The play before us is an essay on Immor-
tality, and is none the worse for being a few hundred
years too soon for the world which is still in the habit
of making a mess of things. Mr. Patrick Braybrooke,
in his foreword, treats the author’s attempt very kindly;
he writes, “ * The Call ’ is a very delicate plea for the
fact of Immortality.” The author, Louis C. Henderson,
has not yet mastered the medium of language; there
are several awkward phrases, stiff periods, and badly
chosen words, but there is promise. There is the influ-
ence of Maeterlinck in the play, and not a little of The
Betrothal. As so many concerns have a vested interest
in the future life, and as the subject has awakened all
the undesirable passions of fanatics we admire the bud-
ding dramatist’s ambition, but two feet on earth is a
good standard for those who wish to deliver a message
to mankind. Gorki asks for something to be given to
improve relations with one another. Greed, revenge,
oppression, are the moth-eaten hags of history; the
dramatist who can quietly show them the door to oblivion
is the one we are waiting for, and the job is a big one,
for huge religious organizations have, in the scat of
authority, relieved man of thinking for himself. = They
have bemused him with incantations and exploited his
emotions for base ends. He is only now convalescent,
with perhaps a little time to take stock of the inn where
he comes unbidden. It is strange, by twisting the
obvious fact of eternity, what misery has been wrought
in the name of religion, and, in the words of Mr. Bertrand
Russell, if we wanted a real revival in it, the best way
is to make life uncomfortable and hideous. The only
immortality we can be sure of is in our children, and ail
efforts to make the world less of a menagerie is a prac-
tical step towards it, and a smash between the eyes at
that elegant sneer, what has posterity done for us?
The Call is published at 3s. 6d. by the C. W. Daniel
Company, Tudor .Street, E.C.4, and we trust the author
will receive enough encouragement in his venture so that
he will attack problems of life. If he does this effect-
ively, we shall not begrudge him having immortality up
his sieeve. Wi iu.iam Rei'Ton.

It is easy in the world to live after the world’s opinion;
it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great
man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with
perfect sweetness the independence of solitude.

Emerson.

It is, for instance, of no avail that thou worshipes
Tmtli, if thou seest thy brother men ruled by Error, am
dost not endeavour, so far as lies in thy power, to over
come that error.—Mazzini.
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Mr. G. Whitehead's Mission at Bolton.

Tm; second week in Bolton was probably the most
successful Mr. Whitehead has spent in this town.
Despite the rain and the competition of others for the
pitch, seven meetings, were held, and attentive and inter-
ested and even sympathetic audiences gathered on each
occasion. Although platform opposition was in evidence
several times, opponents in general were much less
virulent than on previous visits, when determined
attempts were made to monopolize the pitch. New
members are expected, and quite a number of Christians
have admitted serious inroads in their belief as a result
of the mission. Messrs. Sisson and Partington, as usual,
lent their enthusiastic and able support, and to them
our thanks are due.

Mr. Whitehead commences a fortnight's mission at
Swansea, Ol Saturday, August 6.

Society News.

WEST LONDON BRANCH.

Hyde Park was favoured by Mother Nature with superb
weather, on 31st ult.; and, as usual, the National Secular
Society’s platform was surrounded by orderly crowds,
concerning which the word immense is, perhaps, not an
exaggeration. The size of the crowds throws a great
physical strain upon the voice of the speakers; but it is
gratifying to notice how many listeners will stand for
hours and defy fatigue.

In the afternoon, an exceptional feature was provided
by Mr. Herbert's interesting dissertation upon *“ The
Clap-trap of Spiritualism,” which provoked many ques-
tions from several persons who were, evidently, devotees
of occultism. The growth of spiritualism, at the ex-
pense of christianism, is increasingly apparent; but, of
course, to Atheists, both these “ isms” are equally
ridiculous.

In the evening Mr. A. H. Hyatt was in his best form.
His genre of instruction by amusement is, certainly,
most effective.

Ravenscourt Park.—Although the site allotted to public
meetings is too remote to permit of attracting the atten-
tion of casual visitors, the attendance is maintained ; an
evening meeting was held also. Thanks, are due to the
veteran Mr. Sheller for his oratorical contribution,
the support of local atheists would be welcomed, and is
hereby invited by the Organizer; to whom communica-
tions should be addressed at the offices of the Branch,
62, Bryanston Street, W.i.—B. A. L.

S «
FOUR GREAT FREETHINKERS:

GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE
By Joseph McCabe.
The Life and Work of one of the Pioneers of the
Secular and Co-operative movements in Great Britain.
With four plates. In Paper Covers, is. 6d. (postage
2d.). Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d. (postage 3d.).

CHARLES BRADLAUGII
By The Right Hon. J. M. Robertson.
An Authoritative Life of one of the greatest Reformers
of the Nineteenth Century, and the only one now
obtainable. With four portraits. Cloth Bound,
2s. 6d. (postage 3d.).
VOLTAIRE
By The Right Hon. J. M. Robertson.
In Paper Covers is. 6d. (postage 2d.). Cloth Bound,
2S. 6d. (postage 3d.).
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL
By C. T. Gorham.
Sketch of America’s greatest Free-
With four plates. In Paper
Cloth Bound, 2s. 6d.

A Biographical
thought Advocate.
Covers, is. 6d. (postage 2d.).
(postage 3d.).
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SUNDAY LECTUBE NOTICES, ®tc

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by the first p°s
lon Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sn
on postcard.
LONDON.

Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near te
Bandstand) : 3.15, Lecture by Mr. Leonard Ebury.

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near the
Fountain) : 6.0, Lecture by Mr. Leonard Ebury.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Clapham Common, ii-3>>
Brockwell Park, 60) : Lectures by Mr. F. P. Corrig3®
Wednesday, August 10, at 8 p.m.; Peckham Rye—Mr. I- 1
Corrigan; Clapham Old Town—Mr. L. Ebury.

South Place Ethical Society.—Ramble, Dorking to Le't!
Hill, etc. Conducted by Mr. F. M. Overv. Tea at
harbour. Train Charing Cross, 945 a.m., or London Brio?
(South Eastern), 951 am. Cheap return Dorking Town, 3'1

The Non-Political Metropolitan Secular Society (RPjf
Park) : 11.30, 30 and 6.30, Speakers—Messrs. Saphin, E3"’
Baker, Botting, Parton and Hanson. Thursday, 7.30,
Saphin and Botting.

West llam Branch N.S.S. (Outside Municipal ColkSe
Romford Road, Stratford, E.) : 7.0, Lecture by Mr. Sanme’

West London Branch N.S.S. (Hyde Park): 3°
Messrs. Cambell-Everden, Darby and Herbert. 6.0,
Hyatt and Le Maine (Ravenscourt Park, Hammersmith in
30, Mr. F. Carter, a Lecture. Freethought Lectures
Hyde Park, every Thursday and Friday, at 7.30, ' iidlOl
Lecturers. On Saturday, August 6, at 7 p.m., a Debate
“ Is there a God,” between Mr. G. Easterbrook and
l,e Maine.

COUNTRY.
Indoor.

Chester-le-Street Branch (Assembly Rooms,

Street) : Open daily for reading, etc., from 10 am-
Freethinkers and enquirers welcome.

Outdoor.

Birmingham Branch N.S.S. Meetings held in the
Ring Monday, Wednesday and Friday, at 7.

Edinburgh (The Mound) : Saturday, August 6, at
“ The Natural Genesis of Religious Beliefs.”

Glasgow Secular Society, Branch of the N.S.S.-—R3"'1’
to Englesham. Meet at Clarkston Terminus at 12 noS"

Glasgow Secular Society, Branch of the N.S.S. s
Regent Street) : Every Thursday at 7.30, Mr. Fred 33

August 4, “ The Inventor of God.” August 11, “'Chr' p
Slavery.” (Alexandra Park) : 7.30, Mr. Fred Mann,
lig-ion and Sex.”
AILORS make nine-tenths of the
others see whether you are. That is Qr
are good tailors. We give you references for ff
status in the tailoring world. Write at once

any of the following :—dents' A to 1) Patterns, SUits |, £
55s.; dents' E Patterns, suits all at 67s. 6d.; ~c'teni3
to } Patterns, suits from 75s.; dents' | to M Ia
suits from gSs.; or Ladies' Fashion and Patter'l
costumes from 60s.; frocks from 47s.—MaCOONNELL &
New Street, Bakewell, Derbyshire.

YOU WANT ONE. n

N.S.S. BADGE.—A »lngle Pa*»T *
eire at shown ; artistic and o5l
in enamel and »ilver. Thia *n. *

been the »ilent meant of introduci*»,.ifif'
kindred »pirita. Brooch or Stud **Atyt*/
Price gd., poet free.—From Tn* jjCd'
8*cr*tary, N.S.S., 6a Farringdan

UNWANTED CHILDRENbo

In a Civilized Community there should
UNWANTED Children,

For U It ot Birth-Control Beqgnliltei lend ljd.

J B. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Ber*»1
(Established nearly Party Years.)
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY. Ltd.

Company Limited by Guarantee.

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon St., London, E.C.4.
Secretary : Miss E. M. VANCE.

This Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to
file acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes.

The Memorandum of Association sets forth that the
Society’s Objects are :—To promote the principle that human
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not
uPon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in this
world is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro-
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edu-
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State,
etc. And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to
such objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any
sums of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any
Person, and to employ the same for any of the purposes of
the Society.

Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a
subsequent yearly subscription of five shillings.

The liability of members is limited to ¢1, in case the
Society should ever be wound up.

All who join the Society participate in the control of its
business and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly
provided in the Articles of Association that no member, as
such, shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, either
by way of dividend, bonus, or interest.

The Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Hoard of
Directors, one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year,
but are eligible for re-election.

Friends desiring to benefit the Society are invited to make
donations, or to insert a bequest in the Society’s favour in
their wills. The now historic decision of the House of Lords
if>re Bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in
Xi7, a verbatim report of which may be obtained from its
Publishers, the I'ioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes

quite impossible to set aside such bequests.

A Form of Bequest—The following is a sufficient form of
bequest for insertion in the wills of testators :—

I give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
the sum of £----free from Legacy Duty, and | direct
that a receipt signed by two members of the Board of
the said Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a
good discharge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

It is advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary
&oul(] be formally notified of such bequests, as wills some-
times get lost or mislaid. A form of membership, with full
Particulars, will be sent on application to the Secretary,
Miss E. M. Vanck, 62 Earringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS.

REALISTIC aphorisms and purple
PATCHES.

Collected by Arthur Fallows, M.A.
Those who enjoy brief pithy sayings, conveying in a few
“les what so often takes pages to tell, will appreciate the
'S«e of a book of this character. It gives the essence of
"hat virile thinkers of many ages have to say on life, while
2voiding sugary commonplaces and stale platitudes. There
15 material for an essay on every page, and a thought-pro-
"°her in every paragraph. Those who are on the look out
tor a suitable gift-book that is a little out of the ordinary
will find here what they are seeking.

320 pp., Cloth Gilt, S3., by post 5s. sd-1 Paper Covers,
3s. 6d., by post 3s. io}i(i.

A FIGHT FOR RIGHT.

fii ~erbatim Report of the Decision in the House of Lords
Te Bowman and Others v. The Secular Society, Limited.

With Introduction by Chapman Cohen.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Price 6d., postage id.

Fjanbrr Press, 61 F*rdngdon Street, EC.4
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THE “FREETHINKER”™
ENDOWMENT TRUST.

A Great Scheme for a Great
Purpose.

The Freethinker Endowment Trust was registered on the
25th of August, 1925, its object being to raise a sum
of not less than £8,000, which, by investment, would
yield sufficient to cover the estimated annual loss in-
curred in the maintenance of the Freethinker. The
Trust is controlled and administered by five trustees, of
which number the Editor of the Freethinker is one in
virtue of his office. By the terms of the Trust Deed the
trustees are prohibited from deriving anything from the
Trust in the shape of profit, emoluments, or payment,
and in the event of the position of the Freethinker at any
time, in the opinion of the Trustees, rendering the Fund
unnecessary, it may be brought to an end, and the
capital sum handed over to the National Secular Society.

The Trust has been before the public since October,
1925, and up to date over £5,000 has been subscribed.
A sum of £1,000 has been promised conditional on the
amount being made up to £7,000 by December 31, 1927,
£450 by other friends to make up the £7,000. There is
thus left about £1,500 yet to be raised. That should be
well within the compass of the friends of the Freethinker
at home and abroad.

The importance of the Freethinker to the Freethouglit
movement cannot well be over emphasized. For over
forty years it has been the mouthpiece of militant Free-
thought in this country, it has never failed to champion
the cause of mental liberty in and out of the Courts, and
its fight on behalf of the Secular Society, Limited, in
which the right of an anti-Christian Society to receive
bequests was triumphantly vindicated by a House of
Lords’ decision, was of first-rate importance to Free-
thinkers all over the English-speaking world.

The Trust may be benefited by donation or bequests.
Donations may be sent to either the Secretary, Mr. H.
Jessop, llollyshaw, Whitkirk, Leeds, or to the Editor of
the Freethinker, from whom any further information
concerning the Trust will be given on request.

All sums received are acknowledged in the Free-
thinker.

BERNARD SHAW
EXPLAINED

By GEORGE WHITEHEAD

A critical exposition of
the Shavian Religion.

Cloth Bound, 156 Pages, 3/6.

Paper Covers, 2/6. Postage 3V1d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, B.C.4.



Pamphlets

By Q. W. FOOTE.

Christianity and Progress.
Price 2d., postage Yid.

The Philosophy of Secularism.
Price 2d., postage Yid.

Who Was the Father of Jesus?
Price id., postage Yid.

Voltaire’'s Philosophical Dictionary.
Vol. 1., 128 pp., with Fine Cover Portrait, and

Preface by Chapman Cohen.
Price 6d., postage id.

The Jewish Life of Christ.
Being the Sepher Toldoth Jeshu, or Booh of the
Generation of Jesus. With an Historical Preface
Sand Voluminous Notes. By G. W. Foote and
. M. Wheeler.

Price 6d., postage Yid.
By CHAPMAN COHEN.

W ar- and Civilization.
Price id., postage Yid.
Christianity and Slavery.
With a Chapter on Christianity and the Labaur
Movement.
Price is., postage id.
God and Man.
An Essay in Common Sense and Natural
Morality.
Price 2d., postage Yid.

Woman and Christianity.
The Subjection and Exploitation of a Sex.
Price is., postage id.

Socialism and the Churches.
Price 3d., postage Yid.

Creed and Character.
The Influence of Religion on Racial Life.
Price 4d., postage id. Published at 6d.

The Parson and the Atheist.

A Friendly Discussion on Religion and Life,
between Rev. the Hon. Edward Lyttleton,
D.D., and Chapman Cohen.

Price 6d., postage iyid. Published at is. 6d.

Blasphemy.
A Plea for Religious Equality.
Price 3d., postage id.

Does Man Survive Death ?
Is the Belief Reasonable | Verbatim Report of a

Discussion between Horace L eap and Chapman
Cohen.

Price 4d., postage Yid. Published at 7d.

Deity and Design.
Price id., postage Yyid.
By J. T. LLOYD.

God-Eating.
A Study in Christianity and Cannibalism.
Price 3d., postage Yid.

By A. D. MCLAREN.

The Christian’s Sunday.
Its History and its Fruits.
Price 2d., postage Yid.

By H. G. FARMER.

Heresy in Art.
The Religious Opinions of Famous Artists and
Musicians.
Price 2d., postage Yyid.

By MIMNERMUS.

Freethought and Literature.
Price id., postage Yyid.

The Pioneer Press, 6i Farringdon Street, B.C.4.
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Sex

e

A Study of Religious
Belief, and of the
play of Suppressed
Sexualism in Religious
Manifestations.

BY

CHAPMAN COHEN

Price -SIX SHILLINGS

Postage 6d.

The Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4-

Two Hundred and Twenty Pages
of Wit and Wisdom . ,

Bible
Romances

BV

G. W. FOOTE

ATO man carried his learning with greater ease
IN than did the late G. W. Foote, and 110
Freethought writer was ever able to put his co»
elusions with greater force and wit. The BIW
Romances is an illustration of him at his best.
It is profound without being dull, witty without
being shallow. It is as indispensable to the Frcf
thinker in his controversies with Christians, as **
the Bible Handbook. It examines the Biblica
legends thoroughly, and in a style that the write*

had made peculiarly his own.

Well printed and well bound.

price 216

PoBt> 3d-
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