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Views and Opinions.
Sell. —_—

Once upon a time the working motto of all go-
Christian preachers, when dealing with the

fkr lllaD’ People, was “ Give ’em hell.” Sinners were
3nd'ra™Vely dailg]ed over dle mouth of an open hell
nA dlreatcned with its torments unless they mended
a Ir Ways and came crawling to the feet of Jesus.
( Ihe hell given them was hot and strong. Some
pvt, 1C Inost popular and the most powerful preachers
Ahtcd their descriptive powers in depicting the
an?ns'ty of the flames, the duration of the torture,
miscry the damned. A hundred years

tlian 12°C Was hardly a Christian doctrine less doubted
Mv this of eternal damndtion, amg- many af us vapD
H ~ r the indignation roused in Christian circles
°Y ~can Farrar ventured to suggest that perhaps
~»nation of sinners might not be eternal, but
jocto UUilaately they might get to heaven. The ob-
this [§ COldd not permit the weary sinner to depart
ttaliv *G*Ccd nK that he was not going to burn eter-
Sii(l 111 holl. To leave him there for a paltry tliou-
c’mff' tars or so was not enough. There was no
tllat ~ 'n that. It was a half-hearted kind of thing
had tr!\Chi'istian conscience could not tolerate. It
Waur® be lled for ever and ever. Children were
it. jj.1 UP on it, their lives were made terrible by
\WCre gPod people saw Jesus and angels when they
stono *yAJ? tbe bad ones 33tv hell and smelt brim-
°tlior , ,nd dlc one vision was just as reliable as the
cterllai 1 btTC 's as nmcdl reason for believing in an
Leaven ¢ * as diere f°r believing in an eternal
in t|je ' F*st as there'is as much reason for believing
are hr\ev” as dlcrc is for believing in God. lloth

siifw e 11 dle saiue ground, and both die from
~utiaHy the same causes.

A Jou

; rnali8t on Hell.
*Qr some reason or the other hell 1

or
lacch on the carpet during UIC ? discussing iL
~veral highly-placed parsons have be himSelf go
and Mr. J. K. Jerome has been s  Assisi.
a a meeting commemorating bt. into the

~r. Jerome is a novelist, and his excursion ™ »

rhns of tiieology is such that one Se is
~ fhe saw about the cobbler am u* :ncohcrent.
nil of good feeling, but intellcc ua * ., Clear

wants his “ ecclesiastical superiors
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hell out of the way,” which is what many of them
would like to do, but do not exactly see how they
can do it. Mr. Jerome also says that the doctrine of
hell is an invention of the devil, who has saddled
Jesus with the responsibility for it. But if the devil
is there, hell seems to follow, unless the devil is also
in heaven. That would certainly raise the quality
of the place, although it might shift the centre of
attraction so far as newcomers were concerned. Mr.
Jerome does not find it possible to harmonize the
goodness of Christ with the teaching of hell fire.
This does far more credit to Mr. Jerome’s feelings
than to his knowledge of human nature or of theo-
logical history. There is simply no opposition be-
tween general kindliness of nature and the belief in
eternal damnation—so long as a man rs a genuine
Christian. The people who stood to watch a man or
woman being burned for heresy were not more brutal
than others. It was their religion that overrode their
goodness. A Christian who hates an unbeliever, and
who will stop at little to shut him out of human
society, may be the same person who will go to great
lengths to help a fellow believer or to perform acts
of kindness to those who need them. It was not
bad nature that led to the doctrine of hell; it was
wrong belief, and once established, it helped to cor-
rupt even good men by making them commit brutali-
ties in the name of God. And one of the plainest
lessons of history is that there is hardly a vice which
cannot be sanctioned by that. Mr. Jerome is better
in Three Men in a Boat than lie is as an instructor
in theology.
“ . .

Enter the Bishop.

The Bishop of Liverpool also dealt with the sub-
ject of hell. Like ” J. B.,” he is “ sly, devilish sly,
sir,” and his slyness might be very effective to any-
one quite ignorant of Christian theology, historical
and doctrinal. Hell is just a symbol, only that and
nothing more. And even that is to be got rid of,
“ For us the old symbol is gone.” What remains
is the “ reality behind,” which is that God hates sin,
and the “ immutable law,” is that he who does evil
must reap the consequences. And the Rev. E. W.
Mowll, the organizer of the Church Congress, says
flatly, but not quite truthfully, that “ not a single
clergyman of the Church of England would advance
the idea of eternal punishment.” Suppose that were
so, it hardly removes the fact that the Church of
England represents but a small part of the total
number of Christians, and they may also have their
say. There are the hordes of professional evan-
gelists who are all busy preaching hell. There is the
Salvation Army whose preaching would be nothing
without bell, and there is \ ¢ great Roman Catholic
Church which has abated nothing of the tempera-
ture of hell. Roman Catholic theology is still full
of it, even though it lias a half-way house in the
shape of purgatory. And if all that Jesus meant
when he talked about the fires of hell was merely
that actions brought their consequences, why could
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he not have acted with the common sense and the
humanity of the Buddha, who did teach this doc-
trine, but taught it in a sensible and fairly scientific
manner? What a poor figure these Churchmen do
make of Jesus Christ! He always meant something
right, but he always managed to teach it in a wrong
way. Never did he succeed in saying a thing so that
people could not misunderstand him. If the Bishop
of Liverpool is right, there never was so incapable
a teacher as Jesus Christ. A world teacher who does
not fulfil the elementary condition of being able to
make men and women understand him, and who,
in consequence, actually misleads all who claim to
follow him, is the last word in incapacity.

* * *

All Honourable Men!

The Bishop of Liverpool is an honourable man.
The Rev. Air. Mowll is an honourable man. So are
they all honourable men! And yet we do not know
which to admire most in these honourable men—
their manifest and unbounded confidence in the
gullibility of their followers, or the way in which
they can go on teaching a lie year after year, and
then, when it no longer pays to teach it, calmly
turn their backs on it and denounce it as though
they had always been opposed to it. There is no
qguestion whatever to any candid reader of the New
Testament that Jesus taught’the doctrine of a literal
hell. As Dr. Orchard says, in a recently issued pam-
phlet, “ The idea of hell is too constantly found,
and firmly intertwined in the recorded teaching of
Christ for any valid criticism to sanction its ex-
cision.” There is no doubt that the immediate fol-
lowers of Christ believed in hell. The great Chris-
tian fathers all believed in a literal hell. It was said
by one of the most famous that the floor of hell was
paved with the bodies of children scarce a span long,
and the great St. Jerome used as one of the argu-
ments in favour of the belief that the dead would
be raised with flesh and bones, that otherwise they
would not be able to gnash their teeth in hell. All
the leaders of Christianity, down to the most recent
times, Catholic and Protestant, have taught the
existence of a literal hell. However much these
Christians might* disagree with regard to humane
things, they “vere quite at oiie when it came to a
qguestion of the most brutal, the most demoralizing,
and the most indecent doctrine the mind of man has
ever conceived. And yet the Bishop of Liverpool
does not get up and tell his hearers that during its
whole existence the Christian Church has been teach-
ing a hideous and demoralizing lie, and has done that
because Jesus Christ did not express himself in a
clear and proper manner. What he does, what they
all do, is to say nothing of the way in which the
Church fought for this doctrine, and punished those
unbelievers who had the courage to speak against it,
but calmly tells us that it is a mere symbol. Yet they
are all honourable men—as honourable as the burg-
lar who preaches honesty when he is no longer able
to follow his customary profession.

L * K #
Beal Christianity.

It is all to the good that some Christians should
be ashamed of this doctrine of eternal damnation.
It would be better if they disowned it in the name
of a disgusted humanity instead of using the disclaimer
as a means of perpetuating a superstition, of which it
has always been an essential part. And it is cer-
tainly well to remember that the still greatest Church
in Christendom can give official sanction to this pic-
ture, issued in a pamphlet for children, and depicting
a little boy punished because he has displeased God :
“ His eyes are burning like two burning coals. Two
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long flames come out of his ears. Sometimes he opens
his mouth and blazing fire rolls out. But listen!
There is a sound like a kettle boiling. The blood is
boiling in the scalded veins of that boy. The brain
is boiling and bubbling in his head. The marrow is
boiling in his bones.” There is plenty more of the
same kind of thing, which could be paralleled from
the teachings of great Christian leaders from the
earliest times down to to-day. And a Church that
could go on teaching that, generation after genera-
tion, marks itself as the last word in the systematic
demoralization of a people." Nothing like so vile a
teaching, elaborated with such detail and with such
ingenuity appears in any other religion in the world-
Other religions have had their after-life with pum
ishments for such as do not believe. But most of
them have left it to the imagination of believers to
elaborate. The Christian Church ran no risks ill
this direction. The half-crazed imagination of tim
medieval monk, the frenzied thought of the rcligi°us
fanatic, the ill-concealed brutality of the Salvation
Army convert, the untruthful tongue of the profes-
sional evangelist, were all pressed into the service
of the most horrible teaching that has ever defilco
human lips. To the majority of people brought u
on such teachings one of two things was certain tO

happen. Either a steady brutalization of character
or the development of a profound hypocrisy. Brut3
lization was indeed the chief escape from insanit}

in the face of a teaching that made the Christian 3
coward in the face of death and a hypocrite in deal-
ing with life. And the crowning development '5
that of Christian bishops ashamed of the teaching
upon which their Church has been built, and }e*
without the moral courage to repudiate an institution
that has been responsible for so great an evil. But
after all, hell and heaven, god and the devil, hang
together. The reasons that condemn the one dami5
the other. No devil, no God, no hell, no hcavd’'-
Christians of to-day may be less brutal than those
previous generations, they can hardly lay claim tO
greater honesty or consistency.

A Brutalizing Creed.

If one wished to draw up a damning indictmdit
of the moral character of Christianity, we
not think a better text could be found than ml
doctrine of hell. It is true that Christianity f1
not orginate the belief of an after life in wh'c
doomed souls underwent some amount of suﬁerh’%
but it did elaborate it to a degree of cruelty 31
brutality beyond that reached by other religi®"s
And of what value is all the slobber about Christi31
love if that love is set in a background of aimO
incredible and eternal brutality ? Imagine the defre
of refinement produced by a religion that not al°*
taught the eternal damnation of the larger part ofl .
human race, but actually that they who were sav
would, from their place in heaven, enjoy the cOljj
tcmplation of the sufferings of the other people, 3"
that upon the authority of Jesus himself. Christi3l'1”
makes a stronger appeal to the narrower form
selfishness than is made by any other of the Sv
religions, And its social reactions have been
and dangerous, It familiarized the minds of 1M
and women with the idea of mere punishment fii]
corrective for wrong-doing. It made the main motl'
for right-doing the desire to escape the fires of 1l
It was altogether the greatest distortion of the m ~
sense with which history is acquainted. It momi~
brutality and sanctified torture. And hell still
part of the belief of the majority of Christians-
is sometimes tempted to hope it is true—for their s

Chapman CoimN



October 17, 1926

Nature and Human Ideals.

It will be remembered that in the famous Question-
naire issued recently by the Nation and the Daily
News, one of the questions asked was, “ Is Nature
indifferent to our ideals?” In the Christian World
Pulpit for October 7 there appeared a sermon by
file Rev. G. E. Darlaston, M.A., a well-known
Eondon Congregational minister, dealing with that
Question. Mr. Darlaston speaks of it as "a very
difficult question and one that has engaged the
greatest minds.” Its difficulty is mainly due to the
ambiguity of the terms employed. What are we to
understand by Nature? There is, of course, a sense
M which man is part and parcel of Nature; but evi-
dently in the Questionnaire the word does not include
man. In the Origin of Species, p. 99, Darwin says
that “ it is difficult to avoid personifying the word
Mature,” but that he means by it “ only the aggre-
gate action and product of many natural laws, and
y natural laws the sequence of events as ascertained
)y Us-” This is probably the signification of the
fCmi in the Questionnaire. Again, what is the mean-
'ng attached to the phrase, “ our ideals” ? In
Webster's Dictionary “ ideal” is defined as a
nrental conception regarded as a standard of perfec-
I**n; a model of excellence, beauty, etc.” Mr.
arlaston enlarges upon Webster’'s definition in the
following manner: —
The crux of the matter is in that word “ ideal.”
An ideal is a moral tiling. An ideal is not the
same as an idea. An idea is a mental thing, a
concept of the mind. But an ideal is moral, it
Is our sense of the perfect. It has to do with
conduct and the feelings we get when conduct is
r>ght or wrong, the satisfaction, or “ the blessed-
uess ” as Jesus used to say, of being in harmony
with the reality of goodness and truth. The chief
things in an ideal are, firstly, rightness, not merely
correctness, but rightness in the sense of which
might to be, or ouglitness; and, secondly, goodness,
which cannot be defined save as that which the

noblest characters feel to be worth while for its
°wn sake.

do not entirely agree with Mr. Darlaston when
lle decfares that ideals arc moral and have to do with
~°uduct.  All ideals arc not moral, nor are all related
O conduct. Some ideals are purely intellectual, such
.. _file desire to acquire ideal knowledge or to find
deal beauty.
f NOW we recur to the question, “ Is Nature indif-
t to our ideals?” 111 other words, docs Nature
a, a“f account of, or is it w y'“unconcernec}
tl-t our ideals, whatever they may be? There are
ose who ascrjkc moods and attitudes to the natural
things. For example, as Mr. Darlaston
s 'f> “ two generations ago people were obsessed
jj1 1 fhe idea of Nature *red in tooth and claw.’
Oi°r fa'v was the law of cruelty. Everything feeds
5ll(°Verything else, and only the strongest survives.”
a .. I'lat is as true to-day as it was fifty, a hundred,
ju lausand, or ten thousand years ago. Life in the
lesag e Is now so sorely marred by suffering and hcart-
is croc'ty as it ever was. The course of evolution
com \IMCr rct*w'ri' the blood of the slain. This fact
love™ C* y damns for ever the belief in a God of
elm' U to *%avc devised and been throughout in
5° °f the evolutionary process. Such a being

IlUnvU lavc been unspeakably contemptible; wtterly
"“"worthy of anybody’s respect.

m

)y Physical and chemical forces, or unjust,
he described as cither cruel or kind, to cap
nmral or immoral. It would be more laws.

Nature blind, working blindly, under 1- « what

products could not have been differ
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they are. Therefore there is no ground whatever
for the assertion that Nature is in any sense on
man’s side. There is no justification for Mr. Dar-
laston’s declaration that “ Nature is on our side when
we want something to eat.” All living beings need
food, and the need drives them to search for it until
they find it. Is Nature, then, indifferent to our
needs? The preacher admits that “ appearance, with
a great array of undeniable facts, says it is, that the
sun rises on the evil and the good but being a
preacher he adds, without rhyme or reason, “ and
faith secs that sunrise ministering to the purposes of
the Father in heaven, his providence about the life
of man.” Yes, faith has an amusingly dramatic eye;
it can see the invisible, even that which has no
demonstrable existence.
Curiously enough, Mr.
states the facts exactly as they are.
take the following passage:—

It would not be right to slur over this seeming
indifference. A troop of Boy Scouts were at the
seaside last month. One boy got into difficulties
while bathing, and a splendid young officer swam
out to rescue him, and both were drowned. The
sky was a cloudless blue, and the waves were
glittering with a magical beauty. There you have
the most appealing form of the human ideal, and
the thing that stands out is not merely the beauti-
ful strength of a youthful body battling with the
irresistible power of the sea, but a young man’s
ideal of service which brought him to that place
...... When human help could not come, none will
come, and for all the majesty of that moral act
Nature pursues her course with no interruption,
as though nothing had happened.

Darlaston recognizes and
As an example

Here is a more graphic and startling statement
still :—

A much more general thing is that element
of struggle and pain which seems to run through
the very constitution of Nature’'s life. And that
nature-tragedy is carried up into human life. The
first struggle for existence of primitive man was
with the wild beasts, and it is only a later chapter
in the same story that the fight against disease
is to a very large extent a fight with the wild
beasts within the organism.....And all around this
human order which is being so slowly and painfully
established, the great untamed forces of Nature are
sweeping, and in the form of earthquake, famine,
plague, and flood rush in from time to time as
though to swallow up all that we have built. This
very week, for instance, there was that appalling
disaster in Florida.

Such arc the facts, and no Ollc can reasonably
deny or even ignore them. There is no instance on
record of Nature as such befriending and furthering
human ideals. The fact that during the long process
of evolution the law of the mother and the instinct
of the herd arose, while true enough, has no bear-
ing whatever upon Nature’s supreme indifference to
human interests. Mr. Darlaston is clearly mistaken
when he alleges that we are fed, clothed, housed, and
sustained by Nature. The truth is that man is, as
Sir Ray Lankestcr calls him, “ Nature’'s insurgent
son,” and that as such he has succeeded in defying
it to its very face, and now compels it to serve him.
Hut there is absolutely nothing to show that Nature
is in an attitude of friendliness and support towards
man’s ideals and aims. In fact, Mr. Darlaston vir-
tually admits this when he says that “ Nature cannot
think, cannot love, has no conscience, is not free.”

Poor Mr. Darlaston is completely baffled. He is
honest enough to concede with the utmost candour
that Nature as we know it is not man’s friend. He
says : “ She is mother to man and then appears as
his enemy. Little wonder if we doubt whether
Nature is indifferent to our ideals.” Face to face
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with this acknowledged paradox what is he to do?
Reason knows of no door of escape, but the preacher
calmly takes his flight into unreason. He says,
without the slightest trace of a blush : “ Religion has
invariably insisted that we do not see the whole of
reality when we only look at the world of Nature
either in its sinister or its lovely moods. It asserts
that Nature is only a part of a greater whole. En-
veloping the world we see, overlapping it, permeating
it, is an unseen world.” From this point to the end
of his discourse, Mr. Darlaston finds his only refuge
in Supernature, of the very existence of which he
supplies no evidence of any sort. Religion insists
upon it that the invisible world is a greater and
grander reality than the world we see and know.
The sole duty which religion enjoins is that of be-
lieving. “ Believe,” it says, “ and according to your
faith be it done unto you.” On the face of it, this
is sheer nonsense, and it is no wonder that the
majority of people resolutely decline to accept it as
truth. It is a vicious superstition which is gradually
dying out. J. T. Eeoyd.

A Bigot's Bonfire.

Fierce outrageous animals, for want of the man who
has escaped them, lacerate and trample his cloak or
bonnet. This, although the work of brutes is not half
so brutal as the practice of theologians, seizing the man
himself, instead of bonnet or cloak.—Landor.

Bonfires have not been associated largely with the
Christian Religion since the clays of James the First,
that padded and half-forgotten buffoon who has such
a fulsome dedication on the fly-leaf of the Authorised
Version of the Christian Bible. So extravagant, in-
deed, is the language of this lick-spittle dedication
that, as a small boy, | concluded somewhat hastily
that the Christian God’s front name was “ James.”

In the United States of America, however, they like
to keep up the grand, old barbaric traditions of
Orthodoxy. The Rev. Mr. Black, a hard-shell Bap-
tist, of the town of Harlan, Kentucky, has resurrected
the pleasant custom of Bonfire Day. He is quite
impartial in his official capacity, being judge, jury,
inquisitor, and executioner. He is quite ready to
burn at sight any literature that he thinks conflicts
with the Christian Bible, and in his memorable auto-
da-fe he has publicly burned Wells’ Outlines oj His-
tory, a novel by an American author; and, strange to
say, a pack of ordinary playing cards. Now, there
may be plenty of heresy in the two books mentioned,
but the highly-coloured designs on playing cards do
not appear to carry sufficient heresy to damn a
microbe. There must be another explanation for this.
Perhaps, Brother Black is a rigid Republican, and
the awful sight of so many “ kings ” and “ queens ”
unnerves him. Or, maybe, the reverend gentleman
is an indifferent player of whist. And, lastly, the
cards might remind him of the days when he was
human !

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries in Feudal
England such uncivilized things were done by Chris-
tian priests. The bonfires of faith burned men and
women as well as books. And, curiously, the
ecclesiastics of the Roman Catholic and the reformed
Anglican Churches would not have had the slightest
hesitation in consigning Brother Black to the flames,
had he been living in those dreadful days of Faith.
The priests of both Churches were cocksure that
Baptists were worse than wild beasts, and should be
treated accordingly. Heresies change in the course
of centuries, but Mr. Black is a lineal descendant
of those petticoated tyrants of five centuries ago who
sent men and women to an awful death simply be-
cause they differed from them in opinion.
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Presumably, Mr. Black is sorely afraid that the
simple citizens of Kentucky, who look to him as a
pastor and master, may hear of the dreaded theory
of Evolution, and that some of the more brainy
members of his congregation might get an idea that
such theory was in conflict with the “ rib-story ” 1l
“ Genesis,” and that the Biblical yarn was but a
rib-tiekler after all. Brother Black’s brilliant idea is
to burn and destroy utterly the offending book of Mr.
Wells. But all of us, except the clergy, live in the
twentieth century. Burning a solitary copy of a
'book is merely to advertise it, but Mr. Wells’ wicked
book is in print, and if Brother Black reduced a thou-
sand copies to ashes the printing machines could
produce a hundred thousand in reply. Most prob-
ably, if asked nicely, Mr. Wells’ publishers would lei
Mr. Black have as many copies as he cared to burn
publicly in sight of the camera. Publishers are not
|of the stuff of which saints are made, but they are
very keen business men, and know which side their
bread is buttered.

The Rev. Mr. Black has done nothing but make
an exhibition of himself and his congregation, and ip
the promised rebuilding of Madame Tussaud’s Exhi-
bition he deserves a tableau in the Chamber of
Horrors. It must be plain, however, that books can-
not be killed in this fashion, or any other. Paines
Age of Reason was, perhaps, the most heretical book
ever written, and the united strength of the Finglish
Churches and the civil power combined failed to sup-
press it. Men and women were sent to prison; stocks
were seized and destroyed; heavy fines were imposed«
and the result was that the book had magnificent
sales for over a hundred years, a very remarkable
instance of literary vitality. The very policemen
sent to seize copies often carried a furtive volume
away for home reading.

In the matter of heresy hunting the nineteenth
century carried on the terrible traditions of its prede-
cessors. With this difference, that the later persecu-
tions were all directed against Freethinkers* whereas
the earlier heresy hunts were directed against all
forms of heterodoxy. As regards Freethinkers nh
the centuries were pitiless, and to-day in England on2
of the blots upon a Statute Book, civilized in so many
other respects, is the continued existence of the-old«
old laws directed against iconoclasts.

Consider for a moment! Why were Mr. Well5
and the minor novelist, not burnt with their books-
Neither could fight an organized priestcraft and civl
power. The answer is that the pioneer Freethinkers«
by their sacrifice of self, broke down the walls **
bigotry sufficiently for lesser folk to-day to enjoy
ampler liberty which was denied them in their timc-
They endured the fiery death, and the horrors of fi'e
prison cells, not for material gain to themselves, NII(
that we might be free. The mildness of Mr. WeU5
attack is as water to wine compared with the front®
attack of Paine and other Freethinkers on the Chi'l®
tian Superstition, but even its mildness would nev/®
have saved him from a fiery damnation in the Ages 0
Faith.

The Rev. Mr. Black has brought Tarlan, Kcll'
tueky, U.S.A., into contempt. The idea of Evolut'dl
is no novelty, for it was very ancient before Amcrica
was discovered. It is older even that the Christi®lL
Religion. Yet Brother Black chooses to play thco
fantastic tricks, and remind the world that Bapbs
ministers of the twentieth century arc of the s®ile
breed as the inquisitors of the fifteenth century.
the Bourbons, priests learn nothing and f°rE
nothing. There is no actual mental difference bet"'~
priests of the older faiths and the youngest cleriA
man of the newest fancy religion. It matters 1
whether the priests belong to the Greek, Ronl@&!
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Anglican, Muggletoniali, Swedenborgian, or any of
tne multitudinous sects of Christendom, they are
aU trained to perpetuate ancient ignorance. Further,

th«r bread and butter depends upon such perpetua-
tion. And they have never hesitated, when powerfu.
enough, to employ brute force to further their propa-
ganda. In the Ages of F'aith priests bribed the weak
and murdered the strong among their opponents, and
they would do it again to-morrow if they had the
ehance. The reason they do not murder Freethinkers
to-day is not a humanitarian one at all. It is simply
that there are too many Freethinkers to slaughter.
Organized priestcraft is a business and a profitable
°ne m most cases. The dress of an Anglican Bishop
costs ~250; he lives in a palace; and his income runs
>nto thousands of pounds. There are forty of them
m England who sit in the House of Peers, and a
arger number outside. There are 25,000 priests of
Anglican Church, a large number living in cosy
Vicaragcs and comfortable rectories, and there are
arout 25,000 priests belonging to the Romish Church
“ad various Free Churches. In America they have
Olr own methods of organization, but if the Ken-
ucky parson is a fair sample there is much justifi-
Cx™on for the jest concerning the Benighted States.
Perhaps the Harlan book-burning was only a spec-
scalar piece of melodrama to impress the unsophisti-
cated natives. The educational standards of Baptist
~'"inaries is very, very low. In this case Brother
ack may be regarded more with amazement than
an3”Ning clse. He may be as innocent of science as
c old Californian gold-digger was of theological
ching. When asked to attend a service on Good
r'day because the “ Son of God ” was killed on that
710 drawled: “ Gosh! Did you say "son” ?
sar fofty years | thought it was the Old Man Him-
Sclf>and not one of the boys.” Mimnermus.

The Making of the Gospels.

ill.
(Continued from page 603.)

© stories of miraculous works of healing or wise

appear to have been in circulation respecting

pv's the days of the authors of the Palestine
c 'st°s aiU the Revelation. In none of these first
fictj 'ry writings is any knowledge of the Gospel
ad(li 'S displayed—and a score of reasons can be
referC( tO sh°w that many of them must have been
ala/C™ *° had they been known. It was not until
to yCr generation that sayings and doings attributed

CI.S came to be fabricated and committed to
rUmg

tc e °riginators of these stories were Christian
s and others, who were well acquainted with

Old Testament Scriptures. Their modus operandi
tres tUP simplest in the world, and the source of

«r narratives the most na|ur®, "~gfoved k<rd and
, hew nothing whatever about tnei g{ thc Rast

Plaster, but that small matter " ¢ tlie Onc great
consequence. Was not Jesus U turc9? And
subject of prophecy in the Hebrew > that those
Would any devout Christian daic AN lsaiah lib-.
Predictions had been fulfilled? by the
¢?r instance, a series of prophecies ~ Jesus by
Slhrit of God, foretelling the treatn matter

UT% gv¥|$ﬁ nation? And was it not, then,

- certainty that all the indignities described
fact a, c laPter must have been inflicted, and had, in
been borne by the Jewish Saviour?

doubt "ni,ortant details of these sufferings were, no
luight jick*ng m this chapter; but the full accounts
kebitu ° touml in other portions of the ancient
Prophetical writings. This was the kind of
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reasoning that led to the writing of the Gospel
“ history.”

In one of the Gospels,
Wing :—

These are my words which | spake unto 5-ou, while

I was yet with you, how that all things must needs

be fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses,

and the Prophets, and the Psalms, concerning me......

Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer, and

rise again from the dead the third da}l, etc (Luke

XXiv. 44-46).

It is scarcely necessary to say that there is not one

Jesus is represented as

word in the OIld’ Testament which refers to Jesus
Christ. Hence the writing the “ history ” of Jesus
from “ prophecy ”"—in the second or third generation

after his death—was a work of pure misrepresenta-
tion, and could only have been done by men of some
education who had spent considerable time in study-
ing the Hebrew Scriptures. This pious work of
distortion was long and arduous; but it was finished
at last, and we possess three very much revised and
improved copies in the Gospels “ according to”
Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

That the method of “ history-writing ” here out-
lined is not fanciful, and was that actually employed
by the original Gospel-makers, is the next point to be
elucidated. The fact stated becomes clearly evident
from a comparison of the New Testament writings
with the earliest Christian documents extant. In the
Gospels, for instance, it cannot escape notice that
the writers were acquainted with a number of Old
Testament passages which, they assert, were pre-
dictions concerning Jesus Christ, and such being the
case, were bound to be fulfilled. The following arc
a few examples from the First Gospel :—

1. The Virgin Mary was “ found with child by the
Holy Ghost......that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the l.ord through the prophet, say-
ing ------

2. Jesus was to be horn in Bethlehem because “ thus
it was written by the prophet ”

3. The child Jesus was taken to Egypt “ that it
might be fulfilled which Was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying’

4. A massacre of babies took place in Bethlehem in
fulfilment of “ that Which was spoken by Jeremiah
the prophet saying ”

5. Jesus “ dwelt in a city called Nazareth......that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophets ”-----

If the Old Testament passages which are referred to
in the foregoing examples had never been written,
then Jesus or his parents would not have had to act
so as to fulfil them. We know, moreover, that not
one of the passages quoted had any reference to
Jesus Christ.  Consequently, that much-misrepre-
sented individual, if possessed of ordinary intelli-
gence, would not have acted as recorded of him in
the Gospels. The original Gospel-maker, however,
was not possessed of ordinary intelligence, and the
fact that he had his eye on the passages he cites
raises the presumption that it was a distorted view
of those passages which suggested to him the acts
he has attributed to Jesus.

Apart from the books of the New Testament, the
earliest Christian writing of which we have any
knowledge was the “ Preaching of Peter.” This was
a kind of romance something like the *“ Recogni-
tions,” in which Peter and the other apostles were re-
presented as going about promulgating the new
Christian religion. The book was “ lost ” at an early
period; but Clement of Alexandria lias preserved some
extracts from it. The following paragtaph indicates
pretty plainly the source whence the history of Jesus
was derived. Clement says: —

Whence also Peter in the “ Preaching,” speaking
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of the apostles, says : “ But we, unrolling the books
of the Prophets which we possess, which name Jesus
Christ, partly in parables, partly in enigmas, partly
expressly and in so many words, find in them his
coming, and death, and cross, and all the rest of the
tortures which the Jews inflicted on him, and his
resurrection and assumption to heaven...... Recogniz-
ing them, therefore, we have believed in God in con-
sequence of what is written respecting him...... For
we know that God enjoined these things, and we say
nothing apart from the [Hebrew] Scriptures ”
(Strom, vi. xv.).

There cannot be the slightest doubt that had there
been no such passages in the Old Testament as those
distorted by the early Christians, we should have
had no history of Jesus Christ. This system of per-
version was common to all Christian teachers of
that age. Even Clement of Alexandria, who has
qguoted from the “ Preaching,” was guilty of the
same practice. He says (Strom, v. vi.) i—
It were tedious to go over all the Prophets and the
Law, specifying what is spoken in enigmas for almost
the whole Scripture gives its utterance in this way.

To take a more relevant example, Clement says in
another place: —

And that the Lord [Jesus] himself was uncomely
in aspect the Spirit testifies by lIsaiali : “ And we
saw him, and he had no form nor eomliness; but his
form was mean, inferior to men ” [Is. liii. 2]. Yet
who was more admirable than the Lord ?

One of the earliest of the Christian writings which
have come down to us is the “ Epistle of Barnabas,”
a document composed by a primitive Christian
teacher some time before the appearance of the
canonical Gospels. | have space for but one sample
of this pious writer’s distortions, but this will amply
suffice to show to what lengths Christian misrepre-
sentations were carried. In this extract, Barnabas
ascribes to Abraham a knowledge of the Greek lan-
guage and a foreknowledge of the coming of Jesus.
He assumes that the mythical patriarch named knew
that | and H were the first two letters of the name
Jesus, written in capitals— IHSOUS—and that, as
numerals, the Greek letter | stood for 10, H for 8,
and T for 300. This ancient Christian instructor
says —

Learn then, my children, that Abraham, the first
who enjoined circumcision, looking forward in spirit
to Jesus, practised that rite having received the
mystery of the three letters. For the Scripture saith,
“ And Abraham circumcized ten and eight and three
hundred men of his household.” What, then, was
the knowledge giveu to him in this? Learn the
eighteen first, and then the three hundred. The ten
and eight are thus denoted : ten by I, and eight by
Il; you have thus the initials of “ Jesus.” And be-
cause the cross was to express the grace of his re-
demption by the letter T, the Scripture says also
“ three hundred.” He knows this who has put
within us the engrafted gift of his doctrine. No one
has been admitted by me to a more excellent piece
of knowledge than this; but | know that ye are
worthy.

For consummate impudence and unscrupulousness
in the distortion of a simple passage of “ scripture,”
the pious Barnabas beats all modern commentators
hollow.  Nevertheless, it was probably Barney’s
“ excellent piece of knowledge ” which suggested to
the author of the Fourth Gospel the mendacious
statement he has placed in the mouth of his fictitious
Jesus (John viii. 56), who is represented as saying to
the scribes and Pharisees :—

Your father Abraham rejoiced that he should see
my day; and he saw it, and was glad.

Of course, the imaginary Jews in the story did not
deny the impudent falsehood here cited; that would
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not have done: yet only belief in some such crudity
as “ the mystery of the three letters ” can account
for the ridiculous declaration put in the mouth of the
Fourth Gospel Jesus.

Some decades later than Barnabas appeared Justin,
called “ the Martyr,” who followed the same fraudu-
lent system of Old Testament interpretation. One
luminous sample of this ancient apologist’s method
of reading the Hebrew Scriptures may be given. In
contending that Psahn xxii. was a series of predic-
tions referring to Jesus Christ, Justin says (Dialogue
103) :(—

And the expression, “ Fat bulls have beset me
round ” [xxii. 12], was spoken beforehand of those
who acted similarly to the calves, -when Jesus was
led before the Jewish teachers : and the Scripture
described them as bulls.

And the expression, “ For there is none to help’
[xxii. 11], is also indicative of what took place [at
the arrest of Jesus] : for there was not even a single
man to assist Him as an innocent person.

And the expression, “ They opened their mouths
upon me like a roaring lion ” [xxii. 13], designated
him who was then king of the Jews, and was called
Herod.

The apologist Justin, it should be borne in mind, was
acquainted with a large number of Gospel stories,
and was adducing what he deemed the most con-
vincing evidences of the truth of those stories.
Further examples of the system in such general
use among the early Christians—that of deducing
the “ history ” of their Lord and Master from Old
Testament “ predictions ”"—ate, | think, unnecessary-
This was undoubtedly the method by which the
unknown history of the Saviour was invented and
compiled, and only by some such process could the
Gospel narratives have been written.
Abracadabra.

(To be Continued.)

Acid Drops.

Bishop Barnes lias ben treading on the toes of 3
number of sentimental religionists who have been letting
themselves go on the subject of St. Francis of Assisi-
He says the anniversary has been largely used for reli-
gious propaganda, and he has been repelled by the
superficiality and calculated bias exhibited. He als®
says that “ an examination of the probabilities of St-
Francis involves medical details that are somewhat
repulsive.”

Sir Francis, from an ascetic sense of duty, wore n°
linen, but rough woollen garments, and he seldom
washed. His attitude toward body vermin was not ours-
and we are told that he sometimes begged his friends
to scratch him.

In his last illness he was in a state of scmi-ccsta™
and semi-delirium-

He was obsessed by the thought of imitating Christ-
and he would touch his side, his hands, and his fcct|
thus irritating his already irritated skin. A modern
nurse would have bathed him in warm water with whicl
a little antiseptic was mixed.

We do not suppose that this will have much effect
the St. Francis worshippers. Besides the truth is th3
if we had to deal with most of these medieval saints to*
day they would either be forcibly disinfected or confi,lci
in an asylum. We would commend to Bishop Barn”
Mr. Cohen’s Religion and Sex. He might then see wl’3
a light upon religion in general is thrown by a study
of it from the standpoint of mental pathology.

With the assurance that could otdy be fitly presented
y a newspaper, a leader in the Daily News informs «S
lat “ the religious bigot has had liis day/’ This > 3
ownright lie. He still exists in all his glory and 3
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newspaper article has not snufled him out, but it is
something worth living for to hear the same writer
shovelling this sort of stuff overboard : “ It is probably
true to say that the old technique which appealed largely
to the sense of fear, and took for granted an eternity
°f Physical suffering as the direct consequence of human
s>", has been abandoned if not in theory at least in prac-
tice by almost all the Christian Churches.” If the ap-
peal to the sense of fear is taken away from Christianity
there is nothing left except professional interest, and
Perhaps it may be a too difficult task for Nonconformists
to teach the value of social duty without hope of reward
as heaven goes with hell. At any rate, it is not too late
to try, and an acquaintance with Freethouglit literature
"\Hl1 be of assistance.

One of the speakers at the Church Congress roused
the ire of the Church Times by saying that the Middle
Ages were “ barbarous and beastly.” It comments that
at any rate the Middle Ages built the cathedrals, while
the twentieth century has produced the gramophone and
the loud speaker. Of course, to the Church Times to
ujld cathedrals compensates for a lot, but one may
Point out that even if the twentieth century had given
"s only the gramophone and the loud speaker they have
served to bring music within reach of millions, without
Exploiting either the physical or mental well-being of
1te people. The cathedrals were built while the people
were plunged in inconceivable ignorance, while the mass
nf the people dwelt in hovels that were indescribably
h'tliy, and the general manners are mildly described as
1barbarous.” What modern civilization has had to
10% to get rid of the major part of the heritage handed
"If ns from the age of the cathedral builders, and is all
he better for doing so. The Middle Ages were bar-
ar°us and beastly. The speaker would have been more
<lpful had he pointed out that they were dominated
y n beastly and barbarous religion.

fcow that the brave lads of theology have thrown hell
nnerboard—about two hundred years too late—Miss Helen
lloPn, in the Daily News, is relaxing in the following
style : «<of what use is religion if it drives happiness
°nt of the home, concentrates on clocks and bells, rigid
IVes, and regulations, and turns five minutes lateness
Into a crime "of the first magnitude.” The lady must
, e ei>couraged, for she is saying in a whisper what haS
Iim spoken from the housetops by those who have no
rcli .

8l0us axe to grind.

in r°kssor l'ercy Deatner, as is natural, is not lacking
head°<leSty a")out his profession. A nice little donkey-

reli s'atement that the object of art is not to brighten
launQL’ to express it, should keep us warm with
tjjj. Ini? now that coal is scarce. The only answer to
e] ,'v°nld appear to be that it is ridiculous to feed
wi, an's on boiled eggs, and that aesthetics are better

hen fried.

be%ﬁr Stiver Lodge, in his Halley Stewart lecture, has
Cv  giving good advice. The efforts of statesmen in
to ~ Uation, he said, should be concentrated on an effort
ridC,i and control the tendency for patriotism to run
of ~ '*c world as a house with Christians as cocks
bnt n roost is a familiar story; perhaps Nurse Cavell

Hof le Casc better when she said that patriotism was
1 enough.

save me from my friends might well be said
a letter signed “ Catholic ” in the Daily News. It
s 'ate in the day for such crude ideas to be at large, but
Jcre they are: “ What needs to be rubbed in is that
"°A exists just as much in worms, fleas, spiders, and
_. lowest kinds of human beings as in the more ob-
~Nously beautiful creations.” This is a familiar clicst-
ut. and has all the marks of reasoning that would be
Xpeeted from a set of fire-irons. The wicked Athei t
as never stood up for God in that apologetic fashion,
troubles him least of all with half-baked excuses.
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In large type, “ An Outline of Christianity ” is adver-
tised as “ a challenge to the world of thought.” Imita-
tion is the sineerest form of flattery, and Mr. H. G.
Wells will no doubt make the usual acknowledgment.
This series especially invites and offers a friendly chal-
lenge “ to intelligent and educated people who are not
connected with any religious denomination.” Now this
is very badly put; are we to believe that stupid and
illiterate people are claimed by Christianity? And it is
safe to sayf that when once intelligent and educated
people have parted company with Christianity there is
no return; and in the great race for the cheap shelf
we venture to predict that “ An Outline of Christianity ”
will be there long before the Outline of History. The
Bishop of Durham gives the “ Outline of Christianity ”
his blessing, and writes that it will have rendered a
great service to the Church, and therein specially to
the clergy, and on the same page as the advertisement
the cynical reader will be able to read about our fleet
at work in peace-time reported by a moulder of public
opinion as follows : “ A few seconds after picking up
this grey shadow five miles distant in the driving rain
we were pumping 8olb. shells into her at the rate of
36 a minute, which | figured out at nearly a quarter of a
ton every ten seconds.” Why go to the music-hall?

A large part of our present industrial troubles, de-
clares a Wesleyan parson, is due to the cowardice of
those, masters as well as men, who though they know
the right course to be taken, keep silent about it for fear
of the consequence of upholding it. They shrink from
expressing their honest convictions if these are likely
to be unpopular. For our part, we are astonished that
the reverend gentleman is surprised at this state of
affairs. If he will bear in mind the fact that his
Church, like all other Churches, has always discouraged
the courageous expression of opinions in respect to reli-
gion, he may be able to understand that mental cowardice
inculcated in reference to one thing invariably reveals
itself in connection with other matters. The Catholic
and Protestant Churches, he should remember, when at
full power, systematically butchered or banished the out-
spoken ; and therefore the race has been breeding for
centuries from the mental cowards. The wonder, then,
is not that the cowardly man is so common, but that the
courageous one is in evidence at all.

A lion or tiger makes a bile that severs the vertebrae
of its victims exactly where a wound is fatal, points out
a natural history writer in a weekly pajier. The stoat
seizes the one spot of its victim’s anatomy which will
paralyse the animal’s action and so make it a meal.
We commend this aspect of nature to the gentleman who,
in a daily paper, asked the reader if he wished to assure
himself whether there was a God, to go to the open
spaces, gaze at the sun, listen to the whispering breeze,
and peer at the dainty vegetation, silver birches and
delicately fronded firs. According to this gentleman,
only a God could have created nature’s beautiful things.
Well, if he looks a little closer and sees the bloodshed
and cruelty which is also there, he may tell us later
that only a God could have created these too. But per-
haps he will be less ready to ask us to worship a creator
who could plan all such revolting cruelty and yet claim
to be a loving heavenly father.

The value of religion is not apparent in the casc of
an individual living at Heaton, a suburb of Newcastlc-
on-Tync. In a fit of religious mania he tried to destroy
his own eyes, and is now in a serious condition in a local
institution. “ | show them that hell does not exist.”
wrote Ingersoll, “ and they denounce me for destroying
their consolation.”

With the idea of a maintenance of copyright in the
Bible for scriptural quotations on tombstones, a vicar
would not allow Browning’s lines to be used : “ One who
never turned his back but marched breast forward.”
The Chancellor of St. Albans was petitioned, and it was
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ultimately allowed, from whicli it would appear that the
clergy have no control over the dead or the living.

“ Why Bolshevism remains in Russia ” was the title
of an address given at Bournemouth by Pastor William
Fetler, director of the Russian Missionary Society.
Thousands of Christians, said the pastor, wondered why
—in spite of the prayers of Christian people that Bol-
shevism should come to an end—the awful Satanic system
still prevailed. Why was there this delay? he asked.
Pastor William knows why. God has permitted the
awful state of Russia to continue in order that all the
other nations should have an object lesson of what para-
dise is without Christ and the Gospel. God was waiting
until that lesson had borne its fruit. God was permit-
ting the tenets of Bolshevism to have their full time
until people realized that these tenets did not satisfy
their needs; he wanted the people of other lands to find
out that social improvement without Christ was nothin:

but an empty dream.

In arriving at these conclusions Pastor William would
appear to have been doing some very hard thinking.
What, however, seems to have escaped his notice is this.
If God is permitting the present anti-Christian régime
in Russia to serve as an object lesson, a reasonable in-
ference is that God must, in the first place, have planned
this anti-Christian régime in order that there should be
an object lesson to be permitted to continue. In that
case, the Soviet leaders are mere cats’-paws of the
Almighty ; and being so, how can they possibly deserve
the condemnation &nd vilification Christians are hurling
at them ? Again, if God is permitting the present state
of Russia to continue, why does not Pastor William tell
his flock that their prayers are merely waste of breath ?

The country is still going, piecemeal, to the dogs.
Blackpool Parks Committee has decided to allow Sunday
golf in the municipal parks. And the IYrd has no
doubt received a few more thousand prayers requesting
him to save England from its coming decline and fall.

One hundred pounds is being offered by a daily paper
for a real life story from its readers. The experiences
required must be true; they must not be a catalogue
of trivialities, but the outstanding incident a series of
incidents of a man or woman’s life story. What is
wanted is the unusual, romantic, exciting or even
ghostly experience. What a pity Jesus and some of the
Bible worthies are not alive to-day! As their recorded
life stories fulfil all the required conditions, they would
quite easily walk off with the prize—unless, of course,
the adjudicators had their doubts as to the truth of the

stories.

Crowlaud Abbey, in the Fen district, has been restored
and re-opened. A weekly paper recalls the fact that the
first Crowland Abbey was erected in 716 in honour of
the saint whose special task was to drive away the
demons of the fens with a whip of three lashes. This,
we take it, was in the hey-day of Christianity when the
faith was sweetly pure and simple, and before it had
become contaminated with gross superstition.

With regard to our “ Views and Opinions ” in this
week’s issue, a letter appears in the Daily Express from
the Rev. Sampson Cowley, who will not be deprived of
his hell at any price. He takes his stand upon Jesus
Christ, who said, “ And in hell he lifted us his eyes
in torment.” The quotation is to the point, and we
should really like the Bishop of Liverpool to tell s
just what room there is for hell as a mere symbol in
this.

New Zealand) publishes a very
biting criticism of the well-known evangelist, Gypsy
.Smith, in its issue for August 26, just to hand. It says
“ the Gypsy is a clever, egotistical, sleek, well-nourished

Truth (Wellington,
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joke,” who is estimated to have taken from Australia
£10,000. It points out that the Gypsy gives his services
to the Churches without payment beyond his expenses,
but the “ Free Will Offerings,” in special envelopes
manages to bring in a comfortable sum. Truth esti-
mates that £2,000 was taken from Melbourne, £3000
from Sydney, Brisbane gave £1,500, and the balance from
other places. “ Gypsy Smith,” it says, “ is a comedian,
the comedian of Christendom, who, on the boards, would
have been ‘inimitable '...... Gypsy himself knows he is
a joke, but, dear and beloved brethren, the joke’s on
you. The Gypsy laughs not with you, but at you."
We are not surprised that Gypsy Smith declined to
answer any of Truth’s enquiries about his expenses.
Why should he? The heads of the Churches doubtless
know their Gypsy quite w-ell, but it suits them to use
him as it suited them to employ the notorious Torrcy-
Anything to keep the religious game alive.

According to Gypsy Smith’s director of evangelising
operations in Australia, the entire undertaking has been
a triumphant success. Over 80,000 decision cards lot
Christ have been signed, and financially the movement
has more than paid its way. Seemingly there must be a
very large number of Christians in Australia. The
evangelist’s statements, however, do not seem to square
with the statement of an Australian writer, also pious,
who recently deplored the fact that the majority °f
the people “ down under ” were devoted to pleasure-
seeking and were giving the churches the go-by. If this
good man is right, the Holy Ghost must have muddled
the Gypsy’s calculating apparatus.

During the coal shortage the vicar of Priory Church.
Christchurch, promises ten-minute sermons if his con-
gregation will do their best to keep warm throughout
the cold weather by singing more heartily. The vicar,
we suggest, could help matters a bit by devoting s
ten minutes to some good old hell-fire doctrines. There’'S
nothing to beat a sermon on such a topic for raising the
hearer’s temperature; and it might warm up the col-
lection plate also.

Speaking on *“ the worth of science,” at Ecclcsto«
Square, Guildhouse, London, Sir Richard Gregory, B Sc-.
said it was now known that disease was often the restm
of ignorance and laziness. In the old days when plaglie
came, people went down on their knees and offered ttP
prayers against the disease, when they should have b&J1
on their knees cleansing their dirty floors. What Si*
Richard might have added is that God must have knoff«
what liis ignorant people ought to have been doi*1»
instead of praying; yet he said nothing. He left the»l
to discover the truth for themselves and to take many
hundreds of years to do so. Our Father has a curio«*
way of revealing his love and tender care for the acr
turcs of his own creating. Yet Christians still g° °n
praising and worshipping him. Queer people arc thcC
Christians.

Speaking at a deaconess anniversary service, the
J. E. Rattenbury declared that to bring about the gﬂ;"t
revival in religion Christians were looking for, it 'S
essential that the ordinary man and woman should «

set on fire.” No doubt. But now that most pc°Pc
no longer fear the prospect of being set on fire in
next world, the “ spark of Grace ” of Charles Wes
which is to kindle them into a religious blaze has ah«O
as much effect as a very damp firework.

A delegate of the League of Nations said reed't!¥:
“ The League was not sent down from heaven rc” "
made. It is an experiment by human beings, by ¢
who make mistakes.” Well, if the Christians of EiFrC]J(’)
had been less filled with the “ spirit of the Lord I;[re'
might have hecn more willing to listen to the "%
thinker, Thomas Paine, and they could have started |,
experiment of a League of Nations and an internat*
court of justice a hundred and thirty years ago.
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The “Freethinker ” Endowment
Trust and Sustentation Fund.

There has not been much time for readers all over
the country to respond to our appeal on behalf of the
above Fund, but a start has been made, and we hope
to see the subscription list lengthened considerably
next week. We cannot, of course, expect the record-
breaking first list of acknowledgments of last year
to be repeated this year, and we have to deal with
the appalling state of trade all over the country. Still,
there is no reason for discouragement. The start is
a substantial one, and we have until December, 1927,
to raise the (j3,000 required to take advantage of Mr.
Peabody’s offer. That offer ran as follows :—

September 11, 1926.
Provided the sum actually paid into the Free-
thinker Endowment Fund shall have reached the
sum of Seven Thousand Pounds (;,7,000) by Decem-
ber 31, 1927, | promise to pay to the above Fund
the sum of One Thousand Pounds (;1,000) to be
expended by -the Trustees in the manner directed
by the Trust Deed of the Freethinker Endowment
Trust, dated August 25, 1925, the certificate of a
Qualified Accountant to be conclusive as to sub-
stance and fact, such payment to be made within
thirty days of formal notification thereof.
(Signed)
Philip G. Peabody.

k Feabody’s sole aim in making the offer in this
ay Is to encourage others to complete the Fund as
1 as possible. Last year’s subscriptions had the
it of giving the Freethinker a permanent endow-

0 k Over £1%° anntwlly, and reduced the sum
be asked for this year to clear off the deficit to
I5°° That is a very notable step. And, assuming
that . shall get the ;{3,000 we arc now aiming at in

the Prescribed time, the amount acknowledged this
) represents a total of about ;420. Subscrip-
Uong tljus bear interest in a double way. It is an

P°rtant tiling to bear in mind that every ¢ijl00
S'ven ranks as 133 6s. 8d.—provided the
w -Joo is subscribed.
vri f- W- J. w. Eastcrbrook, one of the Trustees,
that he is ready to give another (j100 on the
sub.0 *Clllls as Mr. Peabody; that is, when the total
to Jscrib°d reaches ¢i7,000. Others may feel inclined
Tp'™ 1U tbe sanie way.
be 1US 'S an opportunity for all to help, and it will
dlg CCcssary for all to do so if we arc to achieve our
the wben once this business of getting rid of
nheyearly dcflcit> which one must always reckon on
¢hd A running a paper such as the Freethinker, is
Uteth "1t~C way will be clear for exploring other
Part = S ni;,hing the paper play a still greater
of n U tbe fight against superstition, and on behalf
j °&ress than it lias done hitherto.
tile Cannot deal at length with the letters written
W inding the Fund and the paper, but senders
Tim }' Ibis as a Roncral acknowledgment of them.
friln . 7cethinker makes enemies, but it makes sterling
fIjin s And a man or a cause that is worth any-
P . UsuaHy succeeds in doing this,

hand °W be found a list of subscriptions to
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

s. (L

J- calm 5£0 0 (0

'Iljl' Jessop 10 0 O

r Robertson 10 0 O

* Brown 10 0 O

G" Eunn ro 0 O

9 Bariente 5 00
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£ s d.

J. F. Hampson 5 0 O
A. W. Coleman 5 0 O
S. Gimson 5 0O
W. Griffiths 5 0 O
V. H. Smith 5 0 O
G. L. Alward 2 20
A. W. Davis 2 2 0
J. W. Wood 2 00
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J. Roberts 0 5 O
C. Gray .oceeeeenn. 0 5 O
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T otal e ;i336 9 6

Cheques and postal orders should be made payable
to the Freethinker Endowment Trust, and addressed
to me at 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4. Every contri-
bution will be acknowledged week by week in the

Freethinker. Chapman Cohen.

To Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who receive their oopy
ot the “Freethinker” in a GREEN WRAPPER
will please take it that the renewal of their
subscription is duo. They will also obligo, if
they do not want us to continue sending the
paper, by notifying us to that effect.

Il. YOUNG—GIlad you are so pleased with the works on
Psycho-analysis. We do not advertise remainders un-
less, in our judgment, they are books that are well
worth reading. People have got obsessed with the matter
of sex when dealing with Freud’s views, and have ignored
the fact that, apart from “ sex,” a rather unfortunate
term for Freud to have used, his general theory is one
of the most important contributions ever made to a
genuine science of psychology.

A. W. Coleman—Thanks for contribution, and for promise
to help further. We are aware that it is a very bad
time to make financial appeals, but it is unavoidable, and
the debts arc incurred before help is asked.

W. Mobgan—As there is a limit to our stupidity we never
said or imagined that ecomonic and social questions were
not of consequence. But we are doing a work that other
people will not do, and those who talk most about the
importance of economic justice often show little inclina-
tion to do anything that by any chance will offend the
the religious interests, easily the most sinister of all
vested interests. Perhaps one day you will see that to
develop in the mass of the people the habit of forming
independent opinions, and expressing them fully and fear-
lessly is the most important work of all.

J. Brkrse—Pleased you like the Birmingham article. It
remains now for Birmingham Freethinkers to see that the
Education Committee get the full benefit of their bigotry.
We do not supply these newsagents direct. They get it
through their wholesale agent, and we cannot compel
them to take returns. We can only say again that they
get the paper from us on sale or return, and we are ready
to supply any newsagent in the country on those terms.
I/~ Alward—It is good to find so old a reader of the
Freethinker as enthusiastic as ever in its praise.
J. F. HampSON—We are much prouder of our movement
than its members could possibly lie of anything we
have been able to do.

G.
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D. C. Drummond.—Thanks for good wishes.

The " Freethinker” is supplied to the trade on sale or
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
reported to this office.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4

The National Secular Society's office is at 62 Farringdon
Street, London, E.C.4

IVhen the services of the National Secular Society in connec-
tion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com-
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss
E. M. Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,
E.C.4, by the first post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager
of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
and not to the Editor.

All Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
" The Pioneer Press," and crossed " Midland Bank, Ltd.,"
Clerkenwell Branch.

Letters for the Editor of the " Freethinker" should be
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call
attention.

The " Freethinker " will be forwarded direct from the pub-
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) :—
One year, 15s.; half year, ys. 6d.; three months, 3s. 9d.

Sugar Plums.

lecture in the
Manchester. In

To-day (October 17) Mr. Cohen will
Broughton Town Hall, Duke .Street,
the afternoon, at 3, the subject will be * The Press,
The Public, and the Farce of Faith.” At 6.30, " What
is the Use of a Future Life?” The hall is available
by tramcar from all parts of Manchester, and we hope to
be able to report it well filled on both occasions.

Mr. John M. Robertson reaches the seventieth anni-
versary of his birthday on Sunday, November 14. The
date is to be made the occasion of a complimentary
dinner to him at the Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly,
and Professor Graham Wallis will preside. The price
of the tickets will be 12s. 6d., and may be obtained
from the Secretary of the Rationalist Press Association,
Johnson’s Court, Fleet Street, E.C. Mr. Robertson
has spent the larger part of his life in fighting the battle
of Frccthought and deserves well of Freethinkers, both
in this country and abroad. There is no man for whose
ability we have a greater admiration, and on whose
work for Frcethought we place a greater value. A
provincial engagement will prevent Mr. Cohen being
there, otherwise he would have been pleased to have
been present to show his high appreciation of Mr.
Robertson’s work.

We continue to receive letters from the Liverpool
district expressing a hope that lectures will be delivered
there during the coming winter. All we can say is
that it is useless unless those on the spot are prepared
to do the local work. There is no doubt as to there
being a good audience ready. We already have the
names of two or three who are willing to do what they
can to help, but we want more. Now, will those who
wish to see work being done, send on tlicir names and
addresses here, and we will put them into communication
with each other ? Then we will see—what wc will sec.

Johnny Jones; Guttersnipe, by J. M. Stuart Young
(Daniel & Co., 7s. 6d.), is only lacking in a declaration
to pass for genuine autobiography. It is a realistic
story of a Manchester boy brought up under the most
depressing conditions, which helps one to realize how
much degradation may exist side by side with our
boasted progress. Had Johnny Jones been born in the
middle of savage Africa, he would have lacked the know-
ledge of many- things that Manchester gave him, but
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he would also have escaped many of the brutalities it
inflicted upon him. The story is set out simply and
forcibly. Mr. .Stuart Young never preaches, but his
lines are so clearly cut that the lesson cannot but be
noted. The effect of a brutal environment on a naturally
sensitive nature, with a craving for a wider knowledge
of the world is well portrayed. Some of the pages are
brutally, but not unnecessarily frank, but there is no
straining after effects, either with language or situations.
Above all, the author impresses one with a sense, of
his absolute sincerity and his power of artistic restraint.

Another novel that lies before us, The Temple of
Truth, by Arthur Craven (Watts & Co., 5s.), is frankly
propagandist, and here the' aim of the author over-
shadows the art of the novelist. The character draw-
ing is quite subordinate to the presentation of opinions
concerning religious beliefs, morals, etc. But we can
commend the book to all who wish to see in conversa-
tional form the various arguments for and against Chris-
tian belief. Mr. Craven, through the mouth of John
Howard, states his objections to current religious be-
liefs in a clear and temperate manner, and the work
may interest some in the subject who are warned off
bjr the more formidable article or formal essay.

In an unsigned article in the Baptist Times, possibly
written by the editor, the writer deplores the fact that
his church has great difficulty in getting social workers.
He adds:—

There is one man in our town who always makes i«e
thoroughly uneasy and unhappy. He is a complete and
thorough-going Atheist. He neither believes in God
nor devil, heaven or hell. He has no use for churches
or sacraments, and thinks the Christian religion is a
epious myth. But he believes in men and women, and
little children and unwanted babies; and every hour
of every day he is devoted to their service and the
amelioration of their lot. It is too terrible to think
what his opinion is of the multitudes of professing
Christians who seem to live for themselves alone.

For this wunsolicited testimonial, much thanks. Evi-
dently the *“ blatant Atheist ” is, on close inspection»
not quite so black as he is usually painted. What 13
amusing is that the writer of the testimonial should be
terribly apprehensive of what the Atheist may think of
him and his godly fellows. It is something new to find
a Christian sorely anxious for the good opinion of a'J
Atheist. Possibly this is one of the unhappy results O*

the age now being pagan.

Freethinkers in Fast Ham may be interested to learn
that Mr. J. G. Marshall, an old member of the National
Secular Society, is contesting the Little Illford Ward
as an independent candidate in the municipal elections’
His Committee Rooms are 826 Romford Road, Manor

Park.

We can heartily recommend Professor Wcstermarks
little booklet on The Goodness of Gods (Watts & Go»
is.). It is a short summary of the relation between
moral ideas and practice and the belief in stipernatur»
beings, serves to illustrate the play of social forces Q1
religious ideas. The goodness—and the badness—of y'e
gods are reflections of human qualities, with the disti'k
tion that the goodness of man generally outstrips tlj
of the beings he worships. Naturally so. For as u
humanization of the gods is dependent upon
humanization of man, it is only as the latter is efifecc™*
that man begins to revise the moral qualities of 1
beings lie worships. That is why the gods act as a
never as a spur, to moral development. We arc fR®
to see Professor Wcstermark emphasizing the essentia j
selfish character of Christian moral teaching.

It is the law of Fate that men shall live in part
their own efforts ; but in the greater part, by the “
of others,—Ruskip.
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The March of Materialism.

hi.
(Continued from page 630.)
~R- McBride holds the fundamental law of

Materialism that matter cannot be destroyed, and that
energy can never be lost. And, further, he adds:
" No doubt this is scientifically true also of living
th'ngs, including man, and we have no evidence that
from the physicist’s point of view there is more in
the body and brain of the most talented human being
than matter and energy, each of which is under-
going perpetual change. 111 other words, the scientist
cannot demonstrate the vital spark.” 1
The Doctor devotes some part of his book to a
consideration of those great champions of God and
the soul, Dr. McDougall and Professor J. S. Haldane,
bike the theologians, they dwell upon the unknown.
All the known phenomena belong to science; all the
unknown, the unexplainable, belongs to religion;
have only to mutter the word “ God,” or
Soul ” when an explanation is required, and you
@®rc saved all further trouble in the matter. Just as
Ah Baba only had to use the magical word
‘Sesame ” to cause the door of the treasure cave
to % open. As Professor Wildon Carr has recently
remarked, “ The reproach which has been, and still
%- levelled at religion, that it is ever retreating
%ni one position to another before the victorious
aanIhce of science, and that it is now preparing to
d'e,ln rfs last ditch, is not undeserved, nor is it en
tirely untrue.” 2
After a careful examination of McDougall’'s argu-
N s* Dr. McBride comes to the conclusion :—
On tlic whole, then, we suspect the careful stu-
‘lent of McDougall's work (Body and Mind) will
Uot consider it an unjust criticism if we suggest
nut it savours of special pleading, and even if its
‘'uam contention—the soul—be granted, that it binds
us to find this soul in all living things, including,
ur example, vermin, germs, and even in white
°°d corpuscles, best we may be thought to ex-
aggerate, we give a quotation (McDougall, An
. "tlinc of Psychology, 1922, p. 134) : “ He (man)
Is °”ly one of her many marvels, though the greatest
them; and in the structure of his mind, as in
Is b°dy, there are no elements and no principles
lat she has not used again and again in those less
cxalted achievements which we call animals.”3

a;, C,iSi°n is the one great obstruction to the acccpt-
Past™ °f, Matcrialism to-day as it has been in the
‘W Tifty years ago Professor Tyndall declared :

'erc’ not man’s origin implicated, we should accept
%&Qg% 8 Inurmur the derivation of animal and
of na . hfe from inorganic nature. The conclusion
this "re intcllect points this way and no other. But
anfi ?Urity troubled by our interests in this life,
come >u °Ur hopes and fears regarding the life to

hostim  ~r' McBride is anxious to conciliate this
theor* concluding that the Materialistic
by j. Is n°t necessarily Atheistic, and cites an article
W ho-“"" *n the Hibbcrt Journal (October, 1925),
°rigin'C™ =S Matcrialistics’ claim, that “organisms
°rgallp fro,n inorganic matter.” And that “ an

machiné>rca"y ’'s nothing but a complicated
Gofi Mr. ~roa(f assumes the existence of a

kuuiitdh a m’n”> which endowed matter with the

Materigh * MrAKUCH” ni*nd; and he claims that the
d'stic theory furnishes a strong argument in

*11. N 1U;ne, //,, Piddle of Personality, p. 47.
*4, '@l ~arr, “ Truth and Tradition,” Nature, July

1T Tynda'i/ "t Rlddic °f Personality, 89p 41-42.
>fragments of Science (1876), p. 352
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favour of Theism! This, of course, is only a dis-
guised acknowledgment of the victory of Material-
ism, which the better instructed and more astute
believers see is now inevitable, and are preparing to
absorb it, as their predecessors did the Copernican
astronomy and the Darwinian theory. “ Certainly,
says Dr. McBride, “ many clever and thoughtful men
believe that as to these matters we can never have
definite knowledge and must, for this reason, remain
agnostic,” and concludes, for his own part: “ We
may sum up the argument by the proposition that to
assent to the mechanistic theory as to mind is by no
means incompatible with holding religious beliefs.
On the other hand, it cannot be claimed that there is
any scientific fact which gives definite support to any
religious doctrine or dogma.” 3

We do not think this olive leaf will bring much
comfort to those seeking for a solid foundation for
their faith. It is not the gradually diminishing
figure of God— who, even to the eye of the average
man, shows a tendency to vanish from the heavens,
as he has already vanished from the earth. It is
not the loss of his God that distresses the average
man; his faith in God was always more of an affliction
than a comfort, with his spying upon all our thoughts
and actions, and his rod kept in pickle for Judgment
Day. As Bernard Shaw remarked long ago, most
people believe in God because they are afraid he will
strike them dead if they do not.

What the average religious man is interested in
is. the future life, a continuation of life after death,
which is unthinkable to the Materialist, who holds
that mind cannot exist apart from brain, and therefore
the mind and personality end with the death and
dissolution of the organ which produced it. Upon
this point there can be no compromise with religion.
Of what use would a God, or Gods, be to a believer
without the prospect of a future life? The average
man would not value them at three a penny.

To conclude with The Riddle of Personality, Dr.
McBride, its author, is the eminent authority on
Diseases of the Throat, Nose, and Ear, his book,
under that title, is a standard work on the subject.

Almost simultaneously with Dr. McBride’s book
there was published another work, also by a doctor,
dealing with the same subject but from a different
point of view, entitled The Personal Equation, by
Dr. Louis Berman (Allen & Unwin, 8s. 6d.). Mr.
Berman does not hold out any olive branches, or seek
any compromises with the enemy. The note is struck
by the motto on the blank page at the beginning
of the work, viz. : “ The living being is a chemical
mechanism, and perhaps it is nothing more.”
Further on, he declares : “ One of the great achieve-
ments of modern science has been the release of
thought from the theological dogma, even now
accepted as a gospel truth by hundreds of millions,
that the personality consists of the manifestations of
a ‘soul,” a reality which is made of ‘ spirit,” opposed
in its nature and activities to *matter,” and conse-
qguently to the ‘ body ' palpably flesh and blood ”
(pp. 73-74). Since the beginning of this century an
enormous amount of research work has been carried
out upon the glands of internal secretion, known as
the ductless glands, or endocrine glands. While the
Metaphysicians have been arguing the Scientists
have been working. With results utterly disastrous
to all the metaphysical fictions of soul and spirit.

These glands arc eight in number, consisting of
the pituitary, in the floor of the skull; the pineal, in
the brain—Descartes declared this to be the seat of
the soul—the thyroid, in the neck; the four para-
thyroids at the side of, or near, the thyroid; the

5McBride, The Riddle of Personality, p. 50.
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thymus, in the chest; the adrenal, one on each side
above the kidneys; the pancreas, which produces the
pancreatic juice for digesting the food; and the sex
glands, known the the gonads. Each of these glands
produce chemical substances known as hormones,
peculiar to themselves and differing from all the
others. The pituitary gland really consists of two
glands, one behind the other, and each produces a
different secretion, entirely distinct from the other,
both in chemical composition and function. They are
known as the pre-pituitary and the post-pituitary.
The function of the first-named is the promotion of
growth. Says Dr. Berman : - The secretion of the
anterior lobe or pre-pituitary was recently obtained
in soluble form, and by means of it giant rats have
been created. In human pathology giants have been
found as the result of its overacting before puberty.
This is because of its stimulating effect upon the
growth of the bones, especially the long bones.” 6
But more important than this is the effect of these
chemical products upon the mind. W. Mann.
(To be Continued.)

Commission on the
Clergy.

A Royal

It appears to have escaped general knowledge that
some time ago the Government appointed a Royal
Commission to enquire into the condition, earnings,
and status of the English clergy. The Commission
duly set to work, made a number of enquiries, heard
a large number of witnesses, and finally reported
thereon. This report has not yet been issued to the
public— there is, indeed, reason to believe it never
will be; but having, by a curious chance, come into
possession of a copy of the report, I am thus able
to place the principal portions thereof before my
readers.
In a kind of preamble the report says:—

The subject of the appended enquiry deals with
what was once unquestionably—if we exclude the
military—the largest and most flourishing occupa-
tion in the British Isles. Although of foreign origin,
its growth in these islands was very rapid, and for
generations it gave employment to a large number
of people—how large, there are no reliable figures
upon which a calculation may be based. For many
years, however, owing to the competition of an in-
creasing number of new occupations, there has been
probably an absolute, but certainly a relative, de-
crease in the number employed. New occupations do
not, however, account for all, since it appears that
the home industry has suffered severely through
importations from Italy in an earlier period, and
later from Germany and France. These importations
consisting of ideas totally at variance with the best
interests of the clerical profession, have worked
irreparable havoc among those on whom the clergy
depended for sup]>ort; and your Commissioners are
convinced that, could a more rigid system of pro-
tection have been maintained, what is now a de-
caying industry might have been in a far more
flourishing condition.

Under the head of “ Occupation,” the Commis-
sioners report:—

Considerable difficulty has been experienced by
your Commissioners in arriving at an exact esti-
mate of the number of persons engaged in this
profession.  Although those so engaged are banded
together on the usual trades-union lines, yet, owing
to these being split up into a number of more or
less autonomous societies, and also to the animosity
existing between them, we have been unable to
obtain exact figures. Still, we are convinced that

e 1,. Berman, The Personal Equation, p. 108.
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between 70,000 and 80,000 would be an approxi-
mate estimate—the larger figure being probably
nearest the truth. The difficulty of an exact cal-
culation is enhanced by the fact that this particular
occupation has associated therewith a large number
of practitioners who have no official or trade rank.
These seem attracted thereto by various motives—
love of gain, dissatisfaction with more laborious
methods of employment, sheer vanity, or the mis-
taken idea that they are specially fitted for the
work. But your Commissioners have observed that
there are few occupations so easy to follow, or that
demand less preparation for those who adopt it.

While on the whole this occupation seems to be a
fairly healthy one, we yet find associated therewith
diseases and disorders of a well-defined character.
These affections, while not confined to this profes-
sion, certainly manifest themselves to a quite ab-
normal extent. Your Commissioners feel them-
selves justified in assuming, therefore, that while
these diseases may not be produced, they are cer-
tainly and generally aggravated by the occupation m
question. These maladies are very largely of a
mental character, but one may cite among the more
noticeable ones the great prevalence of myopia and
other forms of ophthalmia. The majority seem
quite incapable of seeing things in their right pr*"
portions or in their true relation to other things-
Aphasia is also common. Under this head may kc
noted the prevalence of amnesia, there being a
marked inability-in a large number of cases to find
and use the right word in describing people °r
things. In a series of experiments conducted by
your Commissioners, in which the subjects of
vestigation used such words as “ Faith,
“ Miracle,” *“ Inspiration,” “ Providence,” etc., N
was found that there existed nothing like a common
agreement as to meaning, and indeed in a largc
number of cases meanings quite at variance with the
legitimate ones were given to the words in ques-
tion. Mental disorders are deplorably common,
notably various kinds of egomania. The delusion
that they are called to their work by a supernatura
power seems to be held by most; and although y°"r
Commissioners pointed out to these unfortunide
people that their trade was generally selected >
them by parents or guardians, that they served a"
apprenticeship as in other trades, the delusi®l
seemed unshakable. An inflated egoism leadnl»
men, often of less than mediocre attainments,
publicly declare the belief that their existence 1
essential to the national well-being, with the refu?a
to look at national concerns from that of any othet
point of view than of their own sub-union, detnO
strate the existence of mental disorders of a n'™s
distressing kind. 1

Your Commissioners also desire to record tbel
conviction that most of these people appear to ha;
brought their disorders into tire trade, if these 'vr‘]>
not the actual condition of their adopting it-
this way there appears to luivc been a process .-
selection at work, by rmeans of which people
weak or disordered intellect are deliberately kcl
from other professions and placed in this one.
this direction the-clerical profession certainly scr'. f
a useful function, since it provides an opening
people afflicted in the manner described, and " j
might otherwise lower the general character
other trades, or become a burden on their ff'aI'A
or on the public purse. But in the course of 1
investigations your Commissioners have come acf ~
not a few cases where the more brilliantly endo"
members of a family have been selected for 0 ~
callings, leaving the less endowed for this one-
may also be noted that the conditions of the °CMC
pation tend to aggravate whatever weakness
subject starts with. The system of apprentice- ™
seems elaborated to this end. During the co"l' j
training to which they arc subjected indepc”
thinking is strongly discouraged, the official
books with which the students arc suppl*et f{fC
mostly of an antiquated kind, the student»
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shut oil from all advanced knowledge having a

bearing on their profession, all of which combine The Fre_e_ Chlferh and

to produce a degree of weakness and helplessness Spiritualism.

painful to behold, and fatal to their helpful efficiency .

in after life. T he Manchester Guardian, September 22, enabled a

Concerning the earnings of this class your Com- Free Churchman to discourse for a full column review
missioners have also failed in securing exact figures. as to the attitude of his fellows on the subject of
Many who complained that their incomes were Spiritualism. From this review we gather that Dr.
miserably small were found to have deducted there- Albert Peel, the editor of the Congregational
from the cost of clothing, boots, food, rent, riding, Quarterly, put it on record that most Nonconformists
etc,, and only to reckon as earnings the residuum. paye an open mind on the subject, not venturing to
SO”Fe certainly POSSESS large = incomes. OtNers, ,qqert that communication with the departed is im-
again, are comparatively small, alth_ough the aver- possible, but holding that the verdict for the present
age for the whole of the industry is certainly not o . . -

must be “ Not proven.” This is not quite enough

insignificant. But here it is to be observed tliar . .
the only satisfactory test is to take this industry in for the reviewer, because he calls to mind Noncon-

relation to other industries, and with regard to its formists who “ brush the whole business aside with
social efficiency. So far as the last factor is con- a contemptuous ‘ Pshaw,”” and says that he has
cerned, we have quite failed to discover any useful met those who “ silence anyone who dared to suggest
function subserved by this profession. Certainly that there might be something in it.” “ Undoubt-
there are no social functions that would not go on edly,” he says, “ there are ‘ charlatans’ who are
as well in its absence. ~Moreover, we have ready to prey upon the *ignorant and deluded

had evidence placed before us which goes 10 |gt them be exposed and suppressed without mercy
show that these persons are largely the agents of .4 without delay. But it is worse than ridiculous to

oth(?r Interests in the country, and by their actVity <0 such language where men like Sir Oliver Lodge
during election times, as well as on other occasions, . .
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle are concerned.

distract public attention from issues that are of A d d by this th h F
vital consequence to the well-being of the nation. rc we to understand by this t at“t Erela:e r”ei
charlatans ” 7

And, with regard to the first, the earnings of this Churchmen who call these gentlemen
mdustry in relation to others, your Commissioners Because if Free Churchmen have not used the phrase
observe that, while many may possess but meagre it is extremely doubtful whether anyone else has.
"monies, there is no reason whatever for imagining Neither Lodge, nor Doyle, are mediums; they do not
that they would be better paid in other occupations. practise what they believe in; were they to do so
Thrown on the ordinary labour market, the pre- they would be far more interesting. It is correct to
?r?]ptz;?cnais trg"sign'{he'r earnings would be less than g5y that they are humbugged, and in giving credence
eey P o ) to the Spiritualistic humbug they undoubtedly hum-
. report contains a list of “ suggestions,” from pyug other people. That is quite a different matter
hicli 1 take the following :— from calling them charlatans.

Although your Commissioners are strongly im-  For the reviewer to say therefore: “ They are not
Liesscd with the conviction that the industry under charlatans, but earnest and honest enquirers; if they
examination is a dying one, and one impossible of ,re wrong there is no need to anathematise them; it
Permanent preservation, it docs not advise any very | . pa enough to show that they arc wrong,” sounds

drastic action. Much might be done by selecting . . . . .
the younger and healthier persons, teaching them a very impressive and broadminded, but it is not quite
the spirit in which to make headway with these gen-

new trade, and thus surround them with a healthier X . )
environment. But obviously this could only be tlemen. The evidence of Sir Oliver Lodge has been

applied to a small number of people. Many having submitted to close study and criticism by many able
beesi placed in this trade because their natural writers and debaters. The same can be said of Sir
qualities did not permit of their adopting with profit Conan Doyle. But there is not the slightest sign
auy other, it would be unwise to expect that the that these two " experts” have ceased to have
Method suggested above would be of any value weight as authorities on Spirit Phenomena. Ob-
except in relation to a few. And, bearing in mind yjoysly it is not enough to show that they are wrong.
the_ large pumbgrs engaged in this prpfessmn, Very people must be educated up to the point of appre-
Serious eV|I§ might re;ult from throwing on to the ciation that because a man may be an authority in
w°rld, destitute of cither natural or other re- . .
tirees, a body of men incapacitated by inclina- 2 branch of science it by no means follows that he
™Y training, _and_ by custom, from earning a IS therefore qualified to give an accurate account_o_f a
in other directions. Apart, too, from the Seance. Or pecause a man makes a name writing
‘'uncial aspect, we would point out that, in segre- detective stories, therefore he is capable of detecting
Macertain type of mind, the clerical profession fraud in real life. When it is said that they arc
evj| perform something of a social service. Of the honest it is important to stress the aspect of their
s resulting when this type of mind emerges in honesty. If it is meant that they don’'t impose their
Politics there is ample evidence; and therefore the own trickery on people then they are honest. If it is
ettirig loose of some 70,000 men in the political meant that they don’t make money from their work
‘old could not but be productive of much injury. 5 the spirit world then they are honest. But if it is
1robably the most satisfactory plan would be the o 04 that they act as impartal witnesses and investi-
«iitablisl,Ineut of a fund from which might be drawn . .
yearly incomes for such as arc fitted by nature for gators j[he word '_S qsed amblguousl_y.
other industry or occupation than the one in For |nstance,_ is it ho.nest for Sir Conan Doyle to
ggestian.  This would serve the purpose of keeping assert that \?U|IUS Zanzig—the male. partner of the
. 1,0m lowering the tone t n*iicr p@p&wﬂpr@f famous Zanzigs, who made a furore in London some

and, at the same tunc, thf iuion might be Years ago—is a genuine Psychic, when Zanzig him-
Public education and public 1 jn future,  self denies that he is? Here is something more than
trusted to make the type less n. in Ibc absurd when we find Sir Conan Doyle vouching for
There arc many other import»11 P arc of Zanzig’s qualifications as a Psychic in the New York
Report, hut | have given nearly - is to be Times, and Zanzig' himself offering for sale in a con-
Mtcrcst to readers of this wiU take jurers’ magazine his original system of “ Mind Read-
hoped that some member of Par 11 nt for the iNg,” which he advertises as having baffled Sir Arthur
he matter up, and press the ov. commission- Conan Doyle, for fifty dollars. Where was the
sPeedy publication of the work of ~  gIMON. honesty of Sir Conan Doyle making a claim for Julius

Zanzig which the latter most stoutly repudiated?
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And with regard to Sit Oliver Lodge, although he
is in a different category from Sir Conan Doyle, of
course, where was his honesty when he stated that
a distinguished biologist shut his mind to the pheno-
mena of which he might be a skilled investigator,
referring to Sir Ray Lankester by his degree of
F.R.S., and order K.C.B., when Sir Ray Lankester
had challenged his statement that telepathy had been
discovered. Sir Ray Lankester pointed out in the
press that he wanted the demonstration necessary to
justify the assertion, and expressed his willingness
to investigate this phenomenon. Where is the
honesty of Sir Oliver Lodge in not giving his fellow
scientist an opportunity to make the investigations?

We merely give two examples of the impartiality
of these famous “ experts,” but many more illustra-
tions could be given. And the deeper we went into
the matter the more ambiguous the word “ honesty ”
would become as applied to their researches.

The reviewer not only puts the statement of Dr.
Peel of “ Not proven ” forward, but adds his own.
He says : “ For myself, | have the smallest shred of
experience by which to confirm the conclusions of
the Spiritualists, but if God has anything to teach
us by them—1 am not yet sure that He has— | want
to learn it.”

Quite! So do we all! But if Spiritualists have
been busy for something like eighty years bringing
medium after medium forward, only to have them
exposed one after the other, then truly “ God works
in a mysterious way His wonders to perform.”

But lest the reviewer be charged with committing
the sin he charges others with he hastens to refer
to two other volumes, one of which explains how a
man became reconciled to his wife after she had died,
a typical example of hallucination which can be ex-
plained on quite other grounds than “ Spiritualism ”;
the other volume being a life story of F. W. H.
Myers, from which we gather that he was made happy
by his researches in the psychical. Then we arc-
hurried to earth once more and told : “ Again let me
say | do not mention these things as if they proved
the truth of the Spiritualist’'s hypothesis; it may be
that the facts upon which he builds admits of some
other and different explanation; but at least let 1is
not be in haste to condemn lest, like others before us,
we be found fighting against God.”

Unfortunately we live in a “ believing ” world,
and the man who can speak with two voices is deemed
the safest. But not thus is truth served, and fearless
minded men will want to know. They will not be
satisfied with verdicts of “ Not proven,” or vacilla-
ting statements of “ there may be something in it.”
Men who will investigate Spiritualism will find
fraud, and beside the fraud they will find its sup-
porters, and, maybe, even lheir honesty will be ques-

tioned. Henry Sara.

North London Branch N.S.S.

Miss Httie Rout’s extremely interesting ami tliouglit-
provoking address last Sunday brought a good and in-
terested audience, and was followed by a most
animated discussion. Such opposition as was offered
was of the most good-humoured and courteous descrip-
tion, and it is greatly hoped that Miss Rout will visit
us again next season. To-day (October 17) Mr. (leorge
Bedborough is our lecturer, and we hope for a good audi-
ence for Mr. lledborough, whose lectures are always most
interesting an enjoyable.—K. B. K.

Proverbs often seem very wise, because they are very
ambiguous.—Prof. \V. Stanley Jevons.
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SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on
Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice,” if not sent on
postcard.

LONDON.

Indoor.

Essex Hah (Essex Street, Strand, W.C.) : Friday, Ccto*
ber 22, at 8 Mr. Joseph McCabe, “ The Evolution Q@
Worlds.”  (Lantern Lecture.) Tickets, is. each, appb>
enclosing stamped addressed envelope, to Mr. F. L. Monnaie,
87 Ashbourne Avenue, Mitcham, Surrey.

North London Branch N.S.S. (St. Pancras Reform Club.
15 Victoria Road, N.W., off Kentish Town Road and three
minutes from Camden Town Tube Station) : 7.30, Mr
George Bedborough, “ Love and its Implications.”

South London Ethical Society (Oliver Goldsmith School,
Peckham Road, S.E.)) : 7, Mr. R. Dimsdale Stocker,
“ Publicity—Its Possibilities and Perils.”

South Peace Ethicae Society (South Place, Moorgate,
E. C2) :11, C. DelisleBurns, M.A, D.Lit.,, ** lbser
Plays.”

The Non-Poeitical Metropoeitan Secular SocietV
(ioi Tottenham Court Road) : 7.30, Mr. E. C. Sap!"ll

“ The Church Congress.” Thursday, October 21, at piO
Mr. Maurice Mowbray, a Lecture.

QOutdoor.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Claphatn Common) : it-30
Mr. F. P. Corrigan, a Lecture; (Brockwell Park) : 330, Nr
F. P. Corrigan, a Lecture.

The Non-Poeiticae Metropoeitan Secuear SocietV
(Hyde Park) : 11.30 and 3 p.m. Speakers—Messrs. Hotting'
Hart, and Peacock.

COUNTRY.

Indoor.
Glasgow (Bakunin House, 13 Burnbank Gardens,
gow) : Thursday, October 21, at 8 Mr. Guy A. Aldre(’
“ Thomas Paine.” Questions and discussion invited.

Geascow Secular Society, Branch of the N.S.S.
Room, City Hall, “A” Door, Albion Street) : 630, &'

J. Grant, ‘‘Is a Scientific Theology Possible?” Questin'l
and discussion invited. Silver Collection.
Leicester Secular Society (Secular Hall, Humberston®

Gate) : 630, Mr. C. E. Ratcliffe, “ Christianity and Ev°
tion.”

Manchester Branch N.S.S. (Broughton Town Hall, )u
Street, Manchester) : Mr. Chapman Cohen, 3, “ The I'rc*J
The Public, and the Farce of Faith” ; 6.30, “ What is 1
Use of a Future Life?”

HE STRONGEST PRINCIPLE of growth is *J
human choice. Even in your choice of tailors you 1L
advance the growth of this journal by supporting those "
advertise in it. Upon principle, write immediately foi a'
of the following:—Gents’ A to D patterns, suits Ifi
55s.; Gents’ E patterns, suits all at 67s. Oil.; Gents’ F ~
patterns, suits from 75s.; Gents' J to N patterns, 51 f
104s. 6d.; Gents' Overcoat Patterns, prices from £&. d*
Ladiess Fashion and Pattern Hook  costumes 110*
60s., coals from 48s—MaQDnhnee: X Made, New Street,
Bakewell, Derbyshire.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should b® »°
UNWANTED Children.

For Lilt of Birth-Control Hequliltei »end ljd. itamp t0

J. B. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berkabl1®
(Established nearly Forty Years.) n

BOOK BARGAINS ©
TIIE ETIHIC OF FREETIIOUGIT, by Karit P*At
E.R.S. Price 5s. 6d., postage 6d. .
A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM, by “ PHYSIC
(G. J. Romanes). Price 3s. 6d., postage 4d.
LIFE AND EVOLUTION, by F. W. Headley. Price 49
postage 6d. r,Afr
KAFIR SOCIALISM AND THE DAWN OF INDIVID*
ISM, by Dudley Kidd. Price 3s., postage 6d.

*7
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THE SECULAR SOCIETY, Ltd.
iCompany Limited by Guarantea.

Registered Office: 62 Farringdon St., London, E.C.4
Secretary: Miss E. M. VANCE.

Is Society was formed in 1898 to afford legal security to
e acquisition and application of funds for Secular purposes,
ihe Memorandum of Association sets forth that the
N'ety’s Objects are :(—To promote the principle that human
conduct should be based upon natural knowledge, and not
nPon supernatural belief, and that human welfare in this
we°nd is the proper end of all thought and action. To pro-
mote freedom of inquiry. To promote universal Secular Edn
cation. To promote the complete secularization of the State.
¢' And to do all such lawful things as are conducive to
ch objects. Also to have, hold, receive, and retain any
®s of money paid, given, devised, or bequeathed by any
iuSn’ ax™10 employ the same for any of the purposes of
“ e Society.
~Members pay an entrance fee of ten shillings, and a sub-
quent yearly subscription of five shillings,
¢ . lability of members is limited to £1, in case the
‘cty should ever be wound up.
j - wbo join the Society participate in the control of its
siness and the trusteeship of its resources. It is expressly
suN e 'n NMe Articles of Association that no member, as
1 C’ shall derive any sort of profit from the Society, either
T?ay °{ d'v‘(end, bonus, or interest.
~be Society’s affairs are managed by an elected Board of
.ectors’ one-third of whom retire (by ballot), each year,
p afc eligible for re-election.
don-bds desiring to benefit the Society are invited to make
fhei *043 °r to *nscrt  bequest in the Society’s favour in
In 1 ~ e now historic decision of the House of Lords
y *bowman and Others v. the Secular Society, Limited, in
Pul r * verbatim report of which may be obtained from its
it ‘'phers, the Pioneer Press, or from the Secretary, makes
Audte impossible to set aside such bequests.
be lorm / Bequest.—The following is a sufficient form of
luest for insertion in the wills of testators :—
| give and bequeath to the Secular Society, Limited,
be sum of £---- free from Legacy Duty, and | direct
bat a receipt signed by two members of the Board of the
®id Society and the Secretary thereof shall be a good
Ischarge to my Executors for the said Legacy.

bt fls advisable, but not necessary, that the Secretary should

I0sj n,aHy notified of such bequests, as wills sometimes get

lars Or. m'slaid. A form of membership, with full particu-

Vand> ' he sent on application to the Secretary, Miss E. M
» fa Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

p,ONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS

Theism or atheism?

Go By Chapman Cohen.
‘ePart An Examination op Theism. Chaptci
God r is God? Chapter I1.—The Origin of the lIdea of

IV,J_vI"liaP*er Hl.—Have we a Religious Sense ? Chapter
uieuf fIC Argument from Existence. Chapter V.—The Argu-
0ea;?n roai Causation. Chapter VI.—The Argument from
VIin ' Chapter VII.—The Disharmonies of Nature. Chapter

°d and Evolution. Chapter IX.—The Problem of

Part n Pain.
Uon of i> .ubshtutbs for Atheism. Chapter X.—A Ques-
Xl reJ«dice. Chapter X1.—What is Atheism? Chapter

‘icism ~uCer and the Unknowable. Chapter XI11.—Aguos-
e Chapter XI1V.—Atheism and Morals. Chapter XV .-

Atheism Inevitable.

°uud in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered. Price 53,
postage 2j4d.

History of the conflict between
religion and science.
John William Draper, M.D., LL.D.

“thor of " History of the Intellectual Development of
Europe,” etc.)

Price 3s. 6d., postage 4j£d.

THE FREETHINKER

655

MODERN MATERIALISM.
A Candid Examination.

Mann.

By Walter
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited)

Contents: Chapter |I.—Modem Materialism. Chapter H.—
Darwinian Evolution.  Chapter I1l.—Auguste Comte and
Positivism. Chapter 1VV.—Herbert Spencer and the Synthetic
Philosophy. Chapter V.—The Contribution of Kant. Chapter
VI.—Huxley, Tyndall, and Clifford open the Campaign.
Chapter VII.—Buechner's “ Force and Matter.”  Chapter
VHI.—Atoms and the Ether. Chapter IX.—The Origin of
Life. Chapter X.—Atheism and Agnosticism. Chapter XI.—
The French Revolution and the Great War. Chapter XH.—
The Advance of Materialism.

A careful and exhaustive examination of the meaning of
Materialism and its present standing, together with ita
bearing on various aspects of life. A much-needed work.

176 pages. Price is. 6d., in neat Paper Cover,
postage 2d.
WHAT IS MORALITY =

By George Whitehead.

A Careful Examination of the Basis of Morals from the
Standpoint of Evolution.

Price 4d., postage id.

A Book with a Bite.
BIBLE ROMANCES.
(FOURTH EDITION.)

By G. W.

A Drastic Criticism of the Old and New Testament Narra-
tives, full of Wit, Wisdom, and Learning. Contains some
of the best and wittiest of the work of G. W. Foote.

In Cloth, 224 pp. Price 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

Foote.

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION.
A Chapter from
The History of the Intellectual Development of Europe.
By John William Draper, M.D., LL.D.
Price 2d., postage }£d.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK.

For Freethinkers and Enquiring Christians.
By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball.
NEW EDITION
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents : Part |.—Bible Contradictions. Part 1l.—Bible

Absurdities. Part 111.—Bible Atrocities. Part 1V.—Bible

Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and
Unfulfilled Prophecies.

Cloth Bound. Price 2s. 6d., postage 2%d.

One of the most useful books ever published. Invaluable to
Freethinkers answering Christians.

A Book that Made History.

THE RUINS:

A SURVEY OF THE REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES,
to which is added THE LAW OF NATURE.

By C. F. Volney.

A New Edition, being a Revised Translation with Introduc-
tion by George Underwood, Portrait, Astronomical Charts,
and Artistic Cover Design by H. Cutnkr.

Price 5s., postage 3d.

This is a Work that all Reformers should read. Its influence

on the history of Freethought has been profound, and at the

distance of more than a century its philosophy must com-

mand the admiration of all serious students of human his-

tory. This is an Unabridged Edition of one of the greatest

of Freethought Classics with all the original notes. No
better edition has been issned.
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THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY

THREE AUTHORITATIVE WORKS. ALL AS NEW

TABOO AND GENETICS

A Study of the Biological, Sociological, and Psychological Foundation of the
Family; a Treatise showing the previous Unscientific Treatment of the Sex Problem
in Social Relationships

By M. M. KNIGHT, Ph.D.; IVA LOWTHER PETERS, PhD.; and
PHYLLIS BLANCHARD, Ph.D.

Part I.—The New Biology and the Sex Problem in Society; Part Il.—The Institutionalized Sex
Taboo; Part Ill.—The Sex Problem in the Light of Modern Psychology

Published at 10s. 6d. net. Price 3s., postage sld.

THE PSYCHOANALYTIC METHOD
By Dp. OSKAR PFISTER
With Introduction by Professor FREUD and Profossor G. S. STANLEY HALL

A Comprehensive Introduction to the Subject, with special referonce to Education
591 pages and 3 plates

Published at 25s. net. Price 6s. Gd, postage gd.

THE CAVEMAN WITHIN US

A Study of the Play of Primitive Impulses in Human Society with Suggestions fof
turning these to Useful Purposes

By W. J. FIELDING

Published at 10s. 6d. net. Price 35, postage 6d.

DECADENCE, AND OTHER ESSAYS. On the Culture of ldesS
By REMY DE GOURMONT

Published at 7s. 6d. net. Price 3s. 6d., postage 4%d.

Only a very limited numbor of each of these books is available. Those desiring co
should order at once
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