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Views and Opinions.

(Concluded from page 306.)
N le Religion of Mental Diseaie.

ker. Schou’s object is to enable priests to under*
stand the play of morbid mental states in connection
"'til religion. It is made perfectly clear in his book
lat people quite commonly mistake their morbid
°r abnormal states of mind for direct intercourse
Mth the supernatural. This is so common, and falls

°ften within the compass of the ordinary person,
at the point needs little elaboration or proof. What

Would like to know is the essential difference

~“Ween those delusions that figure in purely medi-
@ annals, and which fall within the experience
of every medical man, and those which have taken
"k in the great religions of the world? Dr. Schou
1'j3 many cases of men who have been suddenly

*d upon by God or by the Holy Ghost to preach
s 110 new religious message to mankind. These, he
, | >are cases of religious paranocia. True, but
ag er’U lies the difference between such messages
p ~icse and, say, the message which came to @t.
do 1 ~P Incdic'al man worth bothering about would
Y that the description given of St. Paul’s con-
js S°n is of an cpilcptoid nature. Yet the one case
taf’>°perly handed over to the doctor, the other is
IfvTI as one of the starting points of a new religion.
G ry°no knows that fasting, long and lonely vigils,
'n 1°* brooding on certain ideas, over-indulgence
of 'Ic°b®l, etc., are all likely to induce derangement
to 1Cx™n8l, or of sight, and otherwise to give birth
mlavari°Us kinds of hallucinations. W.ill anyone ex-
it™1 in what way the visions of St. Teresa differs
aiay ,"0OSc ordinary men and women, and which
Yo )C accounted for on strictly scientific grounds ?
of ~ quite plainly, in what sense are the visions
TO Ic dipsomaniac less real than those of the saint ?
form e genuinely scientific thinker they differ only i
e *Their substance is the same.

1K
Papdilel Gais.

of ]¢' ~chou faces this question in the last few pa
loKiaS J¥k, but he does so in the spirit of the tl
fliff wko said that the wisest way was to 1
* Problems in the face—and then pass or
guestions. What lie does is, after admit

So

N
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that the neurotic element is evident with most of the
great religious “ seers,” after admitting this, he falls
back upon the suggestion of Professor James that it is
these neurotic states which open the way to a glimpse
of another world. But one need not have waited
for Professor James for this. It is one of the oldest
of religious teachings; there is not a savage race on
the face of the earth that does not believe it, and
practise it. Universally, fasting, the eating of cer-
tain herbs, the drinking of certain things, and the
like, are taken as the conditions of entering into
communication with the spiritual world. But if we
are not to take the visions of the savage, induced
by the methods named, as the means by which he
is brought into touch with an actual spiritual world,
why should Ue adopt a different conclusion when we
are dealing with substantially the same thing in
the case of Christianity? Derangement of function
is derangement of function whether we are dealing
with a savage, the inmate of an asylum, or a Chris-
tian saint. And it is quite certain that if we take
away from the religious history all the cases of
spiritual vision that can safely be attributed to a
misunderstanding of morbid mental states, not only
have we nothing left to bother about, but we have
removed one of the most insistent pieces of evidence
in favour of the supernatural.

* *

Sex and Religion.

111 the history of religion we have not merely to
do with the misunderstanding of morbid mental
states, instances of which will be found in the lives
of such men as Paul, Luther, Swedenborg, George
Fox, St. Bernard, St. Teresa, and numerous others,
but we have also to deal with the misunderstanding
of normal frames of mind. This comes out very
clearly in the case of sexual feeling. In the first
place, it is quite clear that a great deal of the form
in which much of the religious emotion of many
great Christian figures are cast is nothing more than
a perverted sexualism. | have given numerous in-
stances of this in my Religion and Sex, and | do
not hesitate to say that if one were to take some of
the outpourings of the Christian saints, male and
female, and in place of the name of Jesus or Mary
introduce those of John Smith and Mary Brown, and
take it that the impassioned sentences are addressed
to a member of the opposite sex, its naked eroticism
would be clear to the dullest intelligence. The
vision of the naked Christ who descends and embraces
the nun, or of the virgin who visits the monk in his
cell, leaves no doubt of this. And many medical
authorities have not hesitated to say that ccstacy,
—the common experience of the great Christian
saints— “ is probably always connected with sexual
excitement, if not with sexual depravity.” Even
the Christian stress upon the virtues of celibacy and
its obsession with the “ evil ” of sexual appetite is
evidence to the same end. We are dealing with a
disguised or suppressed sexualism denied a normal
and healthy outlet.
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Conversion.

As an illustration of misunderstanding, in the in-
terests of religion, of normal mental states, we may
well take the case of conversion. Dr. Scliou says:—

If | had to cite a field in which the priest is par-
ticularly likely to be misled, and where, too, the
practised psychiatrist may find it difficult to deter-
mine what is genuine and what is the reverse, it
would be the cases oflsudﬁenh con\éersion which
occur among young people wi e for sqme, tim

. A é) se‘ﬁ/—reproag‘nfu} an

previously been depressed an

conscious” of sin.
We believe we were among the first to call attention
to the significant connection between the ages of
conversion and the period of adolescence. Eater,
those who had greater opportunities than we
collected statistics which showed that if we elimin-
ated the conversions which occurred during the perioél
of adolescence we might put on one side conversion
altogether. Now the whole significance of adoles-
cence, from the standpoint of a healthy scientific
sociology, is the preparation of the boy and the girl
for bearing his or her part in the larger life of the
race It is a time during which there are developed
new functions, and also a further development of
those already existing I here is a great develop-
ment m suscepribility, less direct concern with self,

craving for sympathy a growth of new
desires and emotions, with considerable unrest.
The scientific student sees in all this the
development of the human being in the direc-
tion of carrying on the perpetuation of the
species, and the preparation for playing his or her
part as a portion of the social life of mankind. If
we were quite free from the incubus of theology,

and if we were sufficiently alive to what is going on
under our eyes, we should recognize in this great
formative period the organism as offering a golden
opportunity for education in the direction of a healthy
and useful social existence. As it is, it is the Tom
liddler s ground of the professional evangelist and
of the priest generally. The whole body of these
new developments are expressed in terms of a primi-
tive supernaturalism which leaves the young man and
woman ignorant of the true nature of their own
feelings and of their own development, and arc
handed over to the mercies of a body of men who
from ignorance or self-interest, or from both, ex-

ploit their developing social natures in the interests
of a crass supernaturalism. There is no wonder that

our social life is as poor as it is when we thus abuse
and neglect the best opportunities offered us.

Science and the Supernatural.

The importance of a right understanding of the
part played by a misunderstanding of morbid mental
states in the history of religion is two-fold. First,
we have an undeniable key to much that has helped
to mould the early history of all religions. Taking
cases so far above the very primitive forms such as
meet us in the New Testament, it is quite clear that
the belief that epileptics and lunatics were possessed
by demons, the conviction that all pathologic states
were direct manifestations of the supernatural,
strengthened the religious belief of all. It was to
all direct evidence of the most convincing kind. And
so long as no natural explanation of these states was
available, they continued to give similar evidence to
generation after generation. It offers one cxplana-
tion of why religion has persisted generation after
generation. Second, it helps us to understand the
visions, the ecstacies, the feeling of direct communi-
cation with the supernatural which plays so large a
part in Christian and other literature. There is the
same kind of evidence continued in the craze of
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modern Spiritualism. There is not the slightest doubt
in the mind of competent observers that such things
as mediumship, in which the medium’s personality
undergoes a transformation, crystal gazing* auto-
matic writing, etc., are all explainable in terms of
abnormal or pathological psychology. It is not the
Freethinker who denies the “ reality ” of the visions
Of tbe < mySfiCj” be admits their reality as lie ad-
mits the rcalit of the visions> the hallucinations of

sightg touclt"lgor hearing of the ordinary man. Wivat
ie W™ not do 1S to differentiate between the visions

of the ordinary Pcrson>admittedly now pathologic,
and those of the person who clothes his hallucina-

tions in the garb of religion. Given this rational ap-
proach to what are called religious phenomena, and
the lives of the saints, the picture of Luther hearing
jhe Devil's voice, and throwing inkwells at him,
e

SuUS castin'g devils out of epileptics, the ecstacies O
Marie Alac ~ u and others who tell wus that they

d d the actual body of Jesus to their bosoms, are
fuU of iluminaltion and instruction. Naturally

haVe nQt the cxtreme manifestations to-day-at least
wh thcy do appear they are usually handed over
to jhe doctor instcad of to the priest.' | agree with
Dr Schou that cvery priest should have an under-
standing of those morbid mental states with which
his profession brings him into touch. We only add
that if he really understood them he would soon bid

good-bye to his religion and to his profession.
Chapman Coiien.

Religious Self-Exaltation.

T here is nothing more natural to humanity than tO
rcgard itself as the highest, most perfect expression
of itsclf which Nature has as yet succeeded i'l
making. We arc proud to think that we occupy the
summit of existence, evolution, from our point of
vjew> having been, on the whole, an upward process-
Nevertheless, we have an instinctive objection to
tlie notion that we are all CgUal. The so-call*1
civilized man looks down upon and despises tl'c
savage The religious person assumes an attitude
Of proud superiority to the non-religious, and Chr>s'
tians generally comfort themselves by the firm co»*
viction that they alone are the salt of the earth a'll
the light of thc world. To them all Gentile

Pagan religions are either wholly false or at b<*£
woefully imperfect and immeasurably inferior tO
Christianity. Prior to the rise of their relig'n
Judaism claimed to be the only true religion in die
world, and the followers of Christ admit that »

claim was fully justified. In the OIld TestanJe®

Jehovah is represented as the only true and liv"'l’
God, and the Israelites are called his own peOp'E
In Dent. xiv. 12, we read : “ Thou art an holy pe°ldc
unto the Lord thy God, and the Lord hath choSf
thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above ?

peoples that are upon the face of the earth.” Accom

ing to the testimony of the OId Testament, dC
Hebrews prided themselves upon being other, higbfr
and better than their neighbours round about thci™
In fact, the best and noblest of their neighbours "e .
not fit to serve them in any other capacity than dI*
of slaves. “ There were times,” the British fV&g
says, “ when they lifted up their hearts in P a
praise that it had been given unto them to havC,
view of life which made mere things intolerable

In Hosea we find God represented as saying: “ WIl

Israel was a child, then | loved him “1 talln
Ephraim to go, | took them on my arms ”; “ |
them with cords of a man, with bands of love.” jy

writer of those words was a Jew, and they cle®
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indicate in what high estimation the people held
themselves, and as a natural consequence they spoke
of and treated with haughty disdain, not only all
other Semitic tribes but also all the Gentile nations
°n the face of the earth.

Now this position of proud pre-eminence which the
Israelites occupied and generally enjoyed was mainly
due to their religion, or rather to their belief in
their religion. That distinguished scholar, the late
Professor Robertson Smith, has proved conclusively,
M his Religion of the Semites, that Judaism was
only one among several Semitic cults, and that all
of them were very much alike. To us, Freethinkers,
they were and are all alike false. At this stage we
are powerfully reminded of the fact that to the
Jewish priesthood religion signified devotion to
ritual. Pharaoh, in giving Moses permission to let
die people go as requested, said : “ Go ye, serve the
Lord, only let your flocks and your herds be stayed;”
hut Moses replied thus :—

Thou must also give into our hands sacrifices
and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the
Ford our God. Our cattle also shall go with us,
there shall not an hoof be left behind, for thereof
must we take to serve the Lord our God; and we
know not with what we must serve the Lord until
we come thither (Exodus x. 25, 26).

Here is a specific instruction as to what and how
fe sacrifice :—

All the firstling males that are born of thy herd
and of thy flock thou shalt sanctify unto the Lord
thy God; thou shalt do no work with the firstling
of thine ox, nor shear the firstling, of thy flock.
Thou shalt eat it before the Lord thy God vyear,
by year in the place which the Lord shall choose,
thou and thy household. And if it have any
blemish, as if it be lame or blind, any ill blemish
whatsoever, thou shalt not sacrifice it unto the
Lord thy God. Thou shalt eat it within thy gates;
the unclean and the clean shall eat it alike, as the
gazelle and as the hart. Only thou shalt not eat
the blood thereof, thou shalt pour it out upon the
ground as water (Deut. xv. 19-23).

The story of the Passover as related in Deut. xvi. is
exceedingly instructive when read in this connec-
tiQn; and in Deut. xvii. 12 wc find this most remark-
able verse : “ And the man that doctli presumptu-
cusly in not harkening unto the priest that standeth

minister there before the Lord thy God, or unto

judge, even that man shall die, and thou shalt
Put away the evil from Israel.” Such was priestly
'Atgion in Old Testament times. It had nothing
"hatever to do with ethics. The sin of sins was
disobedience to the commands of the priesthood. By
aud by prophets began to appear who had the courage

denounce unflinchingly this wicked form of reli-
®°u. Samuel is reported to have lifted up his voice
aKainst it in the following words: “ Hath the Lord
as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as
|U obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey
's better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat

rams.” lIsaiah, writing in the sixth century u.C.
'Vas firmly convinced that the priestly religion had
c™Megiously demoralized the whole nation, with the
IGault that then, instead of being nominally the best
Nation in the world, it was really worse than most.

“*d this is how this prophet bursts out:—

Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the
Lord hath spoken : | have nourished and brought
WP children, and they have rebelled against me.
The ox knoweth liis owner, and the ass his master’s
crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth not
consider. Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with
iniquity, a seed of evil doers, children that deal
c°rruptly : they have forsaken the Lord, they have
despised the Holy One of Israel, they are
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estranged and gone backward.....To what purpose
is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? |
am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat
of fed beasts, and | delight not in the blood of
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. When ye
come to appear before me, who hath required this
at your hand, to trample my courts? Bring no
more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto
me; new moon and sabbath, the calling of
assemblies—1 cannot away with iniquity and the
solemn meeting. Your new moons and your ap-
pointed feasts my soul hateth; they are a trouble
unto me; | am weary to bear them. And when
you spread forth your hands, | will hide mine
eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers,
I will not hear; your hands are full of blood. Wash
you, make you clean; put away the evil of your
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil,
learn to do well. Seek judgment, relieve the op-
pressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

That is one of the finest and most eloquent pas-
sages ever written. The speaker, of course, is not
God, but Isaiah himself, whose invincible conviction
is that the predominant religion is utterly false to its
very core, and inconceivably injurious to the charac-
ter of all who practise it. 111 other words, what
Isaiah condemns with such ironic bitterness in that
long extract is religion itself as understood in his
day, and what he substitutes for it is pure Humanism
or Secularism. That he speaks in the name of God
signifies nothing at all, because the priests do so
with equal confidence.

We now come to a surprisingly curious and puzz-
ling phenomenon. The British 1Veekly of April 29,
devotes its leading article, entitled “ Let My People
Go,” to a strange discussion of the very subject we
are considering here. It says:—

The great insinuation which Christianity makes
is that what was true of the Hebrew people, of the
people who had their Exodus and their Exile, aud
who iu consequence had it in them to write the
Book of Psalms and Isaiah and Job—the insinua-
tion which Christianity makes is that what was
true of them is really true of us all, if we would
only listen to tile most secret movements and mis-
givings and ineffectual uprisings of our spirit. A
day comes when a nation, or a section of a nation,
hears a call; feels the stirring of powers and capa-
cities within itself; and he is no friend of the race
who would bid us all go to sleep and pay no heed to
these noises in the night. For these noises in the
night mark the passage of the feet of God down
the corridor of time, and there is something in man
which suggests that he must rise and follow.

Before we critically examine that extract, and other
marvellous statements which follow it, we must re-
mind the writer, presumably Dr. Hutton himself, of
a deeply significant fact which he completely over-
looks, namely, that Christianity is a perpetuation,
with certain modifications, of the religion invented,
developed, and forced upon the nation by the Jewish
priesthood, and the process of the transformation is
described with amazing cleverness and accuracy by
the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. In Juda-
ism salvation was by blood alone, and exactly the
same thing is true of Christianity. In Hebrews ix.
13, 14 we read: “ For if the blood of goats and
bulls, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling them that
have been defiled, sanctify unto the cleanness of the
flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
blemish unto God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?” Yes, Christianity
is pre-eminently a sacrificing religion, culminating
in the sacrifice of the Eucharist, in which the sacri-
fice of Christ is miraculously repeated every time it
is duly celebrated.
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But are Christians superior to non-Christians, and
what are we to make of “ the passage of the feet
of God down the corridor of time” ?

J. T. Lloyd.
(To be Concluded.)

A Trail of Deception.

The system which begins by making mental indolence
a virtue and intellectual narrowness a part of sanctity,
ends by putting a premium on something too like
hypocrisy—John Morley.
Freethinkers are familiar with the'methods of the
Press Gang by which all matters relating to Free-
thought are either excluded altogether or grossly mis-
represented by Christian editors in the interests of
their religion. Indeed, in some newspapers and
periodicals, the conspiracy of silence against Free-
thought is simply wonderful. The very name is
taboo, like that of the god of the ancient Hebrews,
Which was never to be spoken. Where the conspiracy
of silence is broken, accidentally, the Christians dis-
play another aspect of their hatred towards Free-
thought, which is then misrepresented and slandered.
Few people, however, are fully aware how this pecu-
liar Christian habit is extended beyond the realms
of journalism to literature itself, and that the cam-
paign of calumny is just as apparent in some books
as in newspapers and periodicals. Look, for example,
at the vbrks of reference which are to be found in all
libraries, and many homes, and notice how P'ree-
thought and Freethinker? are treated in their pages.
Sins of omission and commission constantly leap to
the eyes of the reader, who may be ill prepared for
this exhibition of the fierce flash of the primitive
Christian spirit of the Ages of Faith. For nowadays,
Christians are no longer able to crush opposition,
and they are obliged to answer its arguments, or make
a show of defending their own doctrines. Feeling
that the tendency of Rationalism is against them, and
afraid to resist it in the old, bad way, they bend
before it rather than break.

One of the most popular series of the day is the
Home University Library (Williams & Norgate),
which includes, among many other volumes, a work
on the Victorian Age of Literature. This particular
work has been entrusted to the versatile Mr. Gilbert
K. Chesterton, whose peculiar piety is so notorious
that the editors of the series apologise for his exuber-
ance. They may well do this, for Mr. Chesterton uses
his talents most tyrannically in the service of the
most reactionary of the many Christian churches. In
this work of reference Mr. Chesterton has nothing
but the crudest insults for the great Freethinkers of
the nineteenth century. Ignoring the long series of
masterpieces that have come from the greatest of
living English writers, Chesterton cflubbs Thomas
Hardy a “ village Atheist.” Algernon Swinburne,
a poet of the rarest and most brilliant genius, who-
enlarged the boundaries of English song, is accused
of composing an " indecent parody on the Litany
of the Blessed Virgin ”—stirely an ironical suggestion
in a Protestant country. It would be sheer waste of
time to catalogue the numerous insults hurled at
the writers, men and women alike, who show inde-
pendence of thought. And Mr. Chesterton does it all
with the pretence of being in favour of Liberty, and
being against all forms of intolerance. It is shameful
on the part of any man, but more so in the case of
a Papist. Put the Roman Catholic Church into
power and there is no more heartless despot, no one
with a more cynical contempt for the masses of the
people.
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Another work of reference, A Short Biographical
Dictionary of English Literature, by J. W. Cousins,
issued in Dent’'s “ Everyman Library,” is open to
somewhat similar objections. The following inter-
esting passage relates to the opinions of the poet
Shelley : “ The charge of Atheism rests chiefly on
Mab, the work of a boy, printed by him for private
circulation, and to some extent repudiated as personal
opinion.”

The reader will notice that the writer knows so
little of Shelley’s life and works that he cannot quote
correctly the name cf the poet’s best-known publi-
cation. And this precious nonsense is printed in a
work of reference, intended to help students in the
study of English literature. On another page of this
recondite volume James Thomson, thé poet, is intro-
duced as an awful warning, for we are told his dread-
ful views drove him to drink, not wisely but too well.
In the case of “ George Eliot,” the information is
given that her general View of life is “ pessimistic,’
despite the fact that this gifted woman expressly
coined the word “ meliorism,” in order to show her
own attitude with regard to optimism and pessimism-
Robert Buchanan’s fierce anti-Christian views are
slurred over by the grudging admission that his most
outspoken writings were “ directed against certain
aspects of Christianity.” So the trail of deception
goes on, and Freethinkers can do little to stem it
except by an occasional exposure.

Still another reference book, Chambers’ Encyclo-
pcedia, in an edition issued a few years ago, is full
of bias against men and women of advanced views-
Thomas Paine is insulted; Ingersoll is said to have
attracted more attention than he deserved; and
readers are referred for information about Charles
Bradlaugh to the libellous Life by Mackay, a work
which Bradlaugh himself proceeded against in the
Law Courts and stopped. Even the once-popular

novelist, “ Ouida,” is accused of muscular
heathenry ” and “ encyclopaedic ignorance.’
Messrs. Chambers should be good judges of the

latter, for their own reference book is packed with it-
This campaign of calumny is the latest and most
up-to-date form of an infamous religious traditiQl
which may be traced back through the centuries to
Lucretius, and even earlier. So true is it that those
who fight with priests know what to expect. ’ll'c
fortunes of really eminent writers like Shelley, George
Meredith, and Swinburne, to mention but a fe'"’
have been very much influenced by this frigid ax
calculated campaign of calumny. Frcethought is the
most feared enemy of superstition, and invariably
incurs the hatred of the priests who realize that thdr
easy means of livelihood are assailed. The pricfts
fan up the hatred of the orthodox, and no enmity
is more unscrupulous, more relentless, or me°r
venomous. Remember, it is not all due to ignorance-
This garbage is thrown at Freethinkers of set (C
sign and purpose. It is meant to discredit the charac
ters and writings of men and women who sec”
to emancipate their fellows from the yoke of sm)C
stition. Frcethought has wrested so many position
from Christianity that in order to support the totte
ing edifice of superstition, believers will hesitate
nothing to buttress the wavering allegiance of therg%
luke-warm fellow-Christians.  Priests will never

tef
glory of God i, t,Sh? P for for the gre
folds sink™ | ht' ApCS of Fa'tb they used sea»'
they have to'r, il torture-chambers;
tions. it jc ftV °J! ,ICS> Jhels, and misrepresentll

Priestly crimM ° f 'recthinkers, conscious of 1IC
leopards do not ° rfcentlincs. and realizing tba
can recognise ti” '' r f*Yian£e their spots, who al°nC

o H H N n H
f Chrisians I 3 MURORHY. O NSRS
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men do not garble, lie, and traduce. They are like
Mark Twain, when he was tendered the academic
gown of a doctor of literature. “ | don’t know why
you should give me a degree like that,” he said, “ I
never doctored any literature. 1 wouldn’'t know how
to do such a thing.” Mimnermus.

My Friend Stewart Headlam.

11.
(Concluded from page 310.)

Mr. Bradlaugh | stated that my expression of
Willingness to teach moral lessons without theology
Would throw upon the School Board the responsibility
°f saying that no teacher could be permitted to teach
ni°rals minus theology. He replied :—

The matter is one in which | feel considerable
delicacy in advising you, as | am not quite sure
how far you look at such things from my stand-
point.

Mr. Foote’s view | will give in full :—
14 Clerkemvell Green, E.C.
January 2, 1891
Bear Sir,—1 hardly see how, as an Agnostic,
ar'd a disbeliever in the Bible as anything but a
composite piece of human literature, you can teach
from it either religion or morality in any common
sense of the words. No doubt, however, your letter
Will raise an awkward problem for the School
Board. With respect to yourself, if you are in any-
way a victim of School Board religious bigotry, and
elect to make the ease public, | should naturally
befriend you if possible, and | have no doubt that
the National Secular Society would do so too.
Yours truly,
G. W. Foote.

f may note here that | never considered myself
NMCm’ ant* £ may a(fd that, later on in the year
ovember, 1891), Mr. Foote inserted my first contri-

. 101 to the Freethinker in the shape of an account
the School Board affair which 1 am now recalling,

j Mr. Picton considered that it was unwise to ask

°r the withdrawal of the exemption which | had
asked for in 1887.
ly old friend, Mr. Arthur B. Moss (whom, in

| salute joyfully 1) wanted to ventilate the
Uestion in the daily papers; and he said :

1 decidedly think that you arc entitled to teach
the Bible in our schools; in fact, that you arc one
of the few teachers who arc pre-eminently qualified
fr the work. Mrs. Bcsant has gone terribly adrift
over your case, honestly no doubt.

W ri>gps the reader will smile, as | do, at the some
halll fAMed disturbance into which my experience

'Ih tlirovwvn the minds of various correspondents.
Perplexity was quite excusable.

Shjif  bruary, Lyulph Stanley (afterwards the Lord

t0 lold who died not long ago) persuaded the Board

g, pass to the “ next business ” when Headlam

tieWa : “ That the S.M.C. be instructed to accede to

Sch<nlUCst of Mr' Gouhl, assistant at Northey vStrcet

'lutv® * kimehousc, to lie allowed to resume the
I1 p 8ivi”S Bible instruction.”

Desa Vs Church Reformer, Headlam attacked Mrs.

Besaj\ s attitude, and in the National Reformer, Mrs.

1 replied, and affirmed, with regard to me :—

use -IS' ~honourable to accept a place of trust, and
a X for any other purposes than those for which

wn« given...... Gould’s position is a most
extraordinari/ . » » Freethinker should want
@

to pose-asCRlteall¥ér of i UngaNNOt imagine. A A

p\n the National Reformer of March ~  Brad-
Prison having taken over the editorship on
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laugh’s recent death) | rejoined, and closed with an
aspiration which | repeat to-day :—

In spite of any errors of judgment | may have
committed under difficult circumstances, | trust
that in some way my experiences may hasten the
approach of a more rational system of education.

On March 5, HeacMam re-opened the “ hornets’
nest ” at the School Board, and secured a discussion.
The leading opposition came from Mrs. Besant. From
a dusty old copy of the Times, | take the record :—

Mrs. Besant expressed herself as entirely opposed
to the motion. She had been spoken to by the
teacher in question, and her views were that reli-
gious controversy should be kept out of the
schools (cheers), that the teachers had no right to
use their position as teachers to promulgate their
own opinions against the religious views of the
majority of the parents (cheers). The parents,
who had the protection of the Conscience Clause,
sent their children to the schools with the confi-
dence that the Bible teaching would be Christian
teaching, and no one liad the liberty to give that
teaching in a spirit of antagonism to the views of
the parents (cheers). .She claimed for the parents
generally the liberty which Agnostics claimed.

The Rev. Copeland Bowie supported freedom for
the teacher. Thirty-five years afterwards, | renew
my thanks to him.

The motion was rejected by 25 votes to 4. It
may be of interest to mention that the Board’s chair-
man on the occasion was Professor Gladstone, father
of the lady who married J. Ramsay Macdonald.
Hcadlam observed to me that the opponents appeared
to object to an Agnostic learning or teaching any
ethical lessons from the Bible!

Since 1891, | have travelled much, studied educa-
tional systems, mingled with crowds of teachers and
theoretical educationists, and seen the inside of multi-
tudes of schools. Hence, whatever may be thought
of the two suggestions | proceed to make, it cannot
be said they are based on scanty materials for judg-
ment :—

1. In matters of religion, as in political doctrine,
public opinion grows; it does not move in leaps or
jerks. It grows all the time in countries like Eng-
land or France. It is, therefore, absurd to calculate
that (let us say) English opinion will be more liberal
in 1956 than in 1926, and so we will wait till 1956,
and then issue more liberal instructions to the
teachers. Teachers are a part of the community, and
the liberty accorded to them should he in a measure
which goes parallel with, and in harmony with,
general public opinion; and this principle will apply,
whether “ Religious Instruction ” is specifically re-
tained or not. As a matter of fact, the teachers,
who are far more strongly organized now than in
1891, tend more and more to make their views felt
with respect to the school methods at large. No
Acts of Parliament and no municipal regulations
avail without the co-operation of the teachers.1

2. The character of the general system of youth-
training will decide the religious issue more effec-
tively than the retention or the abolition of “ Bible
teaching,” or “ Religious Instruction.” Finer and
richer modes of teaching history and science will in-
evitably affect the destiny of religion. That is why
| have often presented the following proposal, not
so much as a definite legislative plan, as a means
of illustrating what 1 think will be the ultimate
situation in the people’s «schools :—

The whole of the instruction given in the public
schools shall be subject to the inspection and con-
trol of the Board of Education, religious instruction

11 take occasion to remark that, under the present law
of England, no Education Authority is obliged to provide
“ Religious Instruction.”
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as recognized by the Elementary Education Act of
1S70 being abolished. The general instruction will
include such teaching, drawn from the religious
faiths of the world, as may, in the judgment of the
teachers, promote the enthusiasm and knowledge
necessary to personal and social service and to good
citizenship. No religious catechism or formulary
or doctrine which is distinctive of any particular
denomination shall be taught.

The crucial point here is not the removal of “ Reli-
gious Instruction,” but the opportunity for a pro-
gressive public opinion to influence the school out-
look on service and citizenship. | can, in any case,
declare my conviction that the outlook is far saner
and more helpful in 1926 than in 1891. To-morrow,
we shall do better still.

Let my last word in this present paper return to
Stewart Headlam. My final meeting with him, so
far as | can recall, was at Caxton Hall, Westminster,
in November, 1921. Ethical and kindred societies
had organized a Conference of Modern Religious
Thinkers, and Headlam delivered his views. Those
views embodied theological motives which most of
his hearers did not accept. Everybody, however,
felt the thrill of his passion to renew, to reform, to
re-direct, so that civilization might reach higher
levels. In the midst of this discourse he burst into
a tribute to the social and civic endeavours of
Charles Bradlaugh. In the unfolding of the uni-
verse, as Headlam understood it, Bradlaugh’s spirit,

critical and combative, was akin to the spirit of
a redeeming Messiah—“ whose fan” (as the Bible
says) “ is in his hand, and he will thoroughly

cleanse his threshing-floor.”

They who seek to fan the chaff from the corn amid
the vast debates and agitations of the world’s feel-
ings, thoughts, and ideals, are many and diverse in
type. It is a happy thing if, in spite of differences,
a certain fundamental likeness of creative genius can
be appreciated. We can pass beyond Headlam’s
creed, and yet candidly and gladly honour his per-
sonal worth and fraternity of vision.

F. J. Goui,d.

Capital Punishment.

[The National Secular Society, having as one of its Im-

mediate Practical Objects the Abolition of Capital Punish-
ment, has become affiliated to the “ National Council for the
Abolition of the Death Penalty.”]
T he institution of capital punishment is exceedingly
old, far older than any other punishment. In fact,
imprisonment was probably a mere preliminary to
some form of killing. A man was “ penned ” like
an animal to be ready for the inevitable slaughter.
In all probability, if one can reason at all from data
either non-existent or pre-historic, it was a stage in
evolution when trial, ordeal, or mere deliberation
took the place of slaying at sight.

The whole idea of penal treatment, the punishment
of crime, has probably followed the earlier conception
that a man who has taken the life of a fellow tribes-
man has forfeited his life by doing so. “ Whoso
sheddeth man’s blood by man shall his blood be
shed.” Whence it may be argued that minor offences,
once equally subjecting the offender to loss of his
life, may in proportion require a portion of the
offender’s life to be forfeited.

It is a great step in moral evolution to have reached
the stage in which the death penalty is reserved for
practically one offence only. Whatever may be said
about the relative moral values of some murderers
as compared with some inhuman wretches whose
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crimes are confined to gross cruelty and outrage,
society is not wrong in regarding murder per se
as the most serious of all crimes. ™ Believers
in the abolition of capital punishment are
not less sensitive than the average citizen
to the sanctity of human life. On the con-
trary’, the movement for abolition is based on the
highest possible regard for human life, even the life
of a murderer, without in any way losing the deepest
sympathy for the sufferings of his victim, and sincere
horror at the incalculable effects of crimes of violence.

Our policy' is not primarily sympathy* with the
murderer. It is often said that many criminals would
prefer a death sentence to life-long detention. This
may be true, but such a consideration ought no more
to weigh with a citizen than would a demand for
trial by ordeal, or, let us say, the suggestion that a
criminal might be severely flogged and immediately
liberated.

Some attention may be given to the mistaken idea
of the expiation of crime. It is quite a theological
conception. There can, of course, be no expiation
in the true sense. It would be wrong to deprive an
unhappy offender of any incentive he may possess
towards good citizenship. The law of cause and
effect precludes the possibility of his execution com-
pensating society or his victim or anyone else f°r
the wrong done. His idea of expiation may, how-
ever, be converted into a factor of some social value
if directed towards a desire to serve mankind by a
life of good citizenship. The possibility of that hope
being accomplished must not be taken away, but it
is obvious that any human being who has proved
his incapability of being trusted not to Kill his
fellows cannot be set at liberty until long experience
has convinced society that the offender is cured.

It is not necessary to argue out the whole case f°r
penal reform; as far as capital punishment is con-
cerned, all that the abolitionists ask is that penal
servitude for life shall be substituted for the death
penalty.

It must be remembered that the law allows the

sentence of death to be passed on young people ovei
the age of sixteen. There is abundant reason for
raising the age limit. If a man cannot vote until he
is twenty-one it is wrong to pass on him the irrC
vocable sentence of hanging. In the case of all yotul#
people guilty of homicide it would be better to havc
them “ detained during His Majesty’s pleasure.”
a simple substitution of a life sentence in all cases
where at present capital punishment follows thc
offence, would be an advance towards humafle
justice.

Thc abolitionist movement is not a new agitatin'l,
A Royal Commission was appointed in 1865 to com
sider the question. Mr. Justice Denman in his evi-
dence before that Commission gave as his deliberate
opinion that “ there is more on the whole done b
Capital Punishment to induce murders than to WC
vent them.”

In 1874 the House of Commons Committee UlI3™Mt
mously reported against thc death penalty. The
of supporters of abolition is so very weighty that
would imagine this reform should have been Pa ©
long ago. There is, however, a very strongly
trenched opposition, including " flogging ” illi
«shops, and lawyers who seem swayed neither
ogie, facts, nor humanity.

The value of some of their “ testimony ”
gauged by a recent statement by Justice Darhn8

the Evening News, who said that “ Monsieur '["cc
when President of France, commuted every M0

of death, with the result that murders n
beyond measure and it was made most dithcl
revert to the former salutory practice.”
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The facts about France are that the death penalty-
has never been abolished. There was never a year
during Grévy’s presidency when there were no exe-
cutions. Nine years before Grévy’s presidency there
were one hundred and six executions; during the
nine years that Grévy was president there were
forty-nine; and in the subsequent nine years there
were ninety-one.1

The strong argument against Capital Punishment
s that there is a constant risk of imposing an irre-
parable penalty on an innocent man. Except in cases
where the murderer confesses, or there are actual eye-
witnesses to the crime it is impossible to say with
certainty that the accused was guilty. In all other
Penal eases a judge and jury may justly feel that
they can only weigh the evidence and come to a con-
clusion as to the probabilities of guilt. If an error
has occurred there is a possibility of “ pardoning ”
an innocent man (rather a clumsy form of rectifying
any injustice at the best). But if the man has been
hanged nothing can atone for such miscarriage.

It may be said, and with truth, that juries are cx-
cecdingly reluctant to give a verdict of guilty and arc
rather likely to strain a point in favour of the
accused, even when on the whole his guilt- is prob-
able. This is not an argument in favour of the death
sentence : a jury should be encouraged to do its duty
towards society: the death sentence is bound to
lestrain a humane jury from risking a mistake on the
Wrong side.

Recently criticism has been raised against the un-
necessarily voluminous details of divorce cases in our
Newspapers. Nothing could be more objectionable
"1 that respect than the morbid interest of old and
young in murder trials. Often the details arc particu-
larly revolting, but the public mind will continue to
D0 excited in the “ fight for a life ” which every
uiurder trial implies.

, One ought not to leave out of account the distress-
'nK effect of Capital Punishment on the innocent wife,
children, and family of the executed man. There is
rcason to believe that tin's distress is often felt in ad-
'I'tion by the widow or other survivors of the victim

a murder. The whole prison too is flung into
Painful agitation which is not good for discipline,
y’'so the hangman and all actively concerned in tak-
»IR the life of a murderer must necessarily endure

le suffering of iacutc mental strain unless their
llaturc has already been hardened into insensibility by
rePeated experiences of the Kkind.

lhe following European countries have abolished

Ic death penalty : Holland, Italy, Norway, Austria,
Weden, Portugal, Roumania, Belgium, and Den-
Nark. Switzerland has abolished Capital Punish-

ent in fifteen out of its twenty-five cantons, and it
. °wld be noted that Switzerland has the best record

*he world for the rarity of homicide. There have

keen seven executions in Switzerland during the
Past forty years. .In all the countries mentioned there
as been no noteworthy increase in homicides, in
early all of them there has been a steady diminution.

Variety of causes doubtless contributes to this
eperal advance of civilization, but it is indisputable
llat the abolition of Capital Punishment docs not

ad to any increase in the number of murders.
~ n Australia, the State of Queensland has discon-

lined Capital Punishment. The American State?
ra” have abolished the Death Penalty take high
mnongst those with fewest murders: the State?

Z1.the most murders retain Capital Punishment.
t0 ,s sometimes suggested that abolition would lead

Pmre lynching. The experience of U.S.A. contra-

1 Sc,- tnrther figures in regard to France, see Common
alli Capital Punishment, by J. W. Hall, M.A., B.C.L.
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diets this idea. The facts may be read in America
and Capital Punishment, a pamphlet issued by the
National Council for the Abolition of Capital Punish-
ment. It is only too true that lynching most often
takes the form of rescuing negroes from prison where
they would be hanged in order to put them to death
with greater cruelty.
Mr. Roy Calvert says: —

Capital Punishment will be retained in England
until public opinion demands its abolition. The
responsibility for its retention rests upon you and
me. Our duty will not be fulfilled until we set our-
selves to an active and persistent propaganda for
the removal of the death penalty from the Statute
Book.

George Bedborougii.

Acid Drops.

The Bishop of Durham in a letter to the Times pro-
tests against the action of the Ecclesiastical Commis-
sioners in permitting Sunday games on the property
entrusted to them. One of his contentions is that the
plea for Sunday games, based on the lack of leisure
during the week, no longer has force; daylight saving
and the increased number of holidays and opportunities
for leisure make this argument valueless. One would
fancy that by the way the Bishop talks his Church is
responsible for securing these improved opportunities
for leisure now enjoyed by the workers. We are not
aware that the Church ever advocated lesser working
hours, or agitated for a Bank Holiday, or supported the
Daylight Saving Bill, as means for giving the people
more time for recreation. The masses would have
profited by none of these things if they had depended
upon the Church to secure them. A question for the
Bishop and his Sabbatarian fanatics is, if none of these
opportunities for reereation were available would lie
withdraw his opposition to Sunday games? We know
very well he would not. Then his implied contention
that increased opportunities for games make Sunday
reereation unnecessary is sheer cant.

Some of the disadvantages under which the children
of the poor spend their early lives were mentioned by
the Bishop of Hereford when addressing a gathering of
the Ragged .School Union. The child, lie said, was for
the most part the victim of his circumstances. Heredity
blighted the lives of so many children, and their en-
vironment too often degraded their personality. Any-
thing that was done to help and uplift required to be
done in the spirit of sympathy based on knowledge
and understanding. These are rather queer statements
to come from a high official serving a creed which dog-
matically asserts that every man, woman and child
is endowed will a will absolutely free. If the child’s
personality is moulded by heredity and environment,
obviously his conduct will be in keeping with his per-
sonality. And if this conduct is seen to be degraded
or harmful and one attempts to alter it by improving
the personality through the medium of better environ-
ment and of instruction, one is clearly working on
deterministic lines to effect that improvement. And
when one does that, one is tacitly admitting that the
child has no “ will ” which is absolutely free in the
theological sense of the word. Perhaps, then, the
Bishop will tell us of what value is the Free-will theory
if in practice it has to be dumped overboard and
determinism installed as pilot.

A Baptist writer in commenting on Mrs. Sidney
Webb’s book, My Apprenticeship, says that a striking
feature of contemporary life, as compared with that of
half a century ago, is the large amount of both useful
and unselfish activity which has no apparent connection
with organized religion. Indeed, he continues, one of
the difficulties of the life and work of the Church to-
day is that it must compete with so many interests
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that ultimately belong to the same Lord. There are
people in the churches active in some form of social
or philanthropic service, yet never pull their weight
in the life of the Church. But, says this writer, what
is more serious still is that a much larger number of
those who serve with them are not with the churches
at all. All this puzzles our Baptist friend, especially
when he finds a woman such as Mrs. Webb, active in
the cause of social reform and in improving the con-
ditions of the people, who yet appears to stand aloof
from organized religion.

For our part, we don’t quite see why our Christian
friend need be puzzled at finding that earnest workers
for social and philanthropic objects are outside the
Church. The key to the whole matter seems revealed
in another passage quoted from Mrs. Webb’s book :
“ We can neither see, think, nor feel alone, much less
live, without the help of others. Therefore we must live
for others, and take what happiness comes to us by the
way.” Given a man or woman socially conscious in
this wise, and given a warm heart and sensitive mind,
there is bound to be a sinking of self in service for
others and an aiming to benefit the community. On
the Baptist reviewer’s own showing Christians can claim
no monopoly of such men and women. It seems clear,
then, that religion lias nothing to do with the aspira-
tion such workers feel; people without any religion
at all experience the same urge and accomplish as use-
ful work as that achieved by their pious-minded
brethren. As for Mrs. Webb’s habit of prayer and the
consolation she appears to get from it, plenty of earnest
social workers dispense with such things altogether,
yet their efforts are equally useful. We hazard a guess
that, on analysis, Mrs. Webb’'s prayer is little else
than auto-suggestion following a meditation on social
problems and ways and means of overcoming them.
And the “ Great Spirit ” she fancies she thus gets in
communion with is nothing other than her own great'
hearted self. To men and women such as she Christ
and the Church have nothing to offer. And so they turn
aside from them, and work, not to secure selfishly
place in Heaven or to avoid consignment to Hell, but
to bring about a better condition of things on earth.

The uproar raised by Sabbatarians against Sunday
games is an offence against true religion, declares a
contemporary. On the contrary. The uproar is merely
the outcome of true religion acting as it always has
acted and asserting that Sunday is a taboo day which
the Lord hath decreed shall be given up to religious
exercises. Our contemporary’s blather about “ true reli-
gion ” serves no useful purpose. What the public should
be told is that Sabbatarian uproar against Sunday games
is an offence against common-sense and individual free-
dom—two things which have little in common with

“ true religion.”

Mr. Sinclair Lewis, the novelist, recently startled
chapel-ridden America by declaring he disbelieved in
God. The pious had hardly got over this awful shock
when he startles them again by dressing down some
ministers in this wise : “ You are a fine bunch. You get
up to preach things neither you nor your congrega-
tions believe. Why don’'t you be honest in your pul-
pits?” Really, Mr. Lewis, you shouldn’t ask an awk-
ward question like that! Honesty in the pulpit? No
one expects to find that. It went out of fashion in
ecclesiastical circles many long years ago. It never
did sit comfortably on a church pedestal.

The times have changed! It was but yesterday when
the Rev. Stewart Headlam lost his curacy for defending
the Stage against the revilings of the ultra-pious. And
to-day, that astute old trimmer, the Archbishop of
Canterbury presents the theatre with a slashing testi-
monial. Says he: “ The Stage stands to-day for some-
thing that on the whole is for the untold good and not
for the ill of the people.” We would dearly love to
hear the opinion of that merry “ rogue and vagabond,”
Master William Shakespeare, on this piece of belated
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ecclesiastical patronage. There is one question we
would ask his Grace. Is he in favour of the Sunday
opening during Church hours of those buildings where
is to be had this “ untold good ” ? If he is not, he is
committed to supporting a policy which aims to with-
hold from the people untold good for fifty-two days a
year. And that is a position, we may add, no righteous
man could desire to be in. But possibly his Grace,
like the majority of his Roman-collared craft, holds that
Saturday’s good is Sunday’s evil.

More journalistic wisdom! Last week we dwelt
upon the wisdom of Mr. James Douglas who discovered
that we came through the General Strike as well as we
did because we trusted to the power of prayer. Now the
Yorkshire Observer discovers that “ when any great
national movement is afoot we do not turn to mere
oratory and processions like the Italians and the French
and the Germans, but to the ministrations and utter-
ances of our own religious leaders.” It seems almost
a pity to disturb this by any kind of comment, but one
is left wondering at the mentality of men who can write
in this fashion. Is it due to sheer stupidiy on their
part, or is it written with a tongue in the cheek in un-
shakable confidence in the silliness of the average news-
paper reader? We feel inclined to offer a presentation
volume to the reader who sends the most satisfactory

reply to this query.

What happens to children who die at birth? asked
the Rev. Father Herbert Thurston, S.J., addressing the
University of London Catholic Society. Did they, he
continued, form a sort of celestial kindergarten? He
believed that their intelligence having once been created
must go on developing. Now, just fancy the kind of
nentality these university men must possess to be con-
tent to spend time listening to this kind of puerile
drivel. That they are content to do so would appear
to indicate that their intelligence sadly needs to g°
on developing. But we doubt if it stands much chalice
of doing that so long as they put it to school with a
Catholic priest. If there is such a thing as a Celestial
Kindergarten, we should say that Father Thurston
when he “ passes over ” is certainly booked for it-
Judging by the things that appear to interest him, one
might say he would make an excellent pupil.

In regard to the present unrest in all parts of the
world, Mr. Shoran Singa (Secretary of the Indian
Y.M.C.A.), declared that it was ridiculous to ascribe
it to Bolshevism. Apart from all political propaganda,
it was obvious that the spirit of Jesus was at work,
creating a new outlook, a new hope, a great long»#
to live and not to be crushed. This Indian gentlcin«l0
seems to have a queer notion of New Testament teach-
ings. lie appears not to have noticed that they exhort
one to turn the other cheek to an aggressor, preach non-
resistance to evil, abjure slaves to obey their masters,
and so forth ad museum. In all this, which embodies
the spirit of Jesus, there seems precious little for tl'c
oppressed to build “ a new hope ” upon.

The Rev. Arthur Gossip, of Aberdeen, said i» a
sermon recently that most people were rather
pebbles in the stream, rounded into an unarresting c°°j
fortuity; thinking other people’s opinions, blown to all
fro by the conceptions of our time, rarely with energy
enough to live with some originality. We think ittr%e
becomes a Christian minister to complain thus. It 1S
Churches that have done more to create the sheep r»0
tality than has any other agancy. They have YctsC.
cuted heretics, both religious and freethinking.
placed embargoes on freedom of thought and uttcn»'c”®
and have thus discouraged originality and independel”
in order to achieve an “ unarresting conformity ” fT.
their own superstitions and narrow notions. And
only of recent years that the people are beginning
recover from this Christian blight upon intelligdl”
This recovery, however, is not one that the Cbu~
are likely to welcome very warmly—it shows itsc”
emptying Churches.
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Special.

Wk have hopes that the present issue of the
Freethinker will reach all subscribers duly and with-
out mishap. But that has not been the case with the
two previous issues— the double number dated May
9-i6, and the one dated May 23. Of the first-named
issue only about one-fourth of the edition was put
into circulation owing to the dispute in the whole-
sale distributing trade. Of the issue for May 23 we
managed to dispatch about three-fourths of the edi-
tion, but there are many regular readers who are
still without their copies.

In these circumstances we urge them either to
Order these back numbcfrs through their regular
agents or to send direct to the office. To those who
Send direct we will supply the missing numbers at
threepence per copy, post free.

We again urge upon all the desirability of helping
°ur circulation by introducing it to as many new
readers as possible. We have many new readers of
two or three years’ standing, who tell us that they
°nly became acquainted with the existence of the
Paper when they first began to subscribe. That alone
Proves the possibility of securing new readers if all
St to work.  We will send the paper free for six
"oeks to any name and address on receipt of
threepence in stamps to cover cost of postage.

There was never greater need for a paper such
as the Freethinker than there is to-day.

To Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy
Of the " Freethinker" in a GREEN WRAPPER
wi|l please take it that the renewal of their
subscription is due, They will also oblige, if
~ey do not want us to continue sending the
aPer, by notifying us to that effect.
¢ J} Hands.—Sorrv to hear you have been unwell, and

ilope that the finer weather will help to put you right.
Have had several enquiries about you of late.

D. Sink.—One trouble seems to get out of the way
°"'y to make room for another one. But we manage to
iCtP going for all that. It was, from one point of view,
encouraging to know that people missed their Free-
thinker so much.

I Stuns Padelle—We quite share your opinion as to

quality of much of the so-called " sport” in this
country.

e lhomas—Yours is one of many letters that have reached
lIs on the question of the omitted issue. There should
'e no trouble in your newsagent now getting the back
"umbers, if there is, please write us direct.

Tle " Freethinker" is supplied to the trade on sale or
rehirn. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once
reported to this office.

Je Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon
T*treet> London, E.C.4

* National Secular Society's office is at 62 Farringdon
sltreet, London, E.C.qr

Qt the services of the National Secular Society in connec-
f°n with Secular burial Sendees are required, all com
nications should be addressed io the Secretary, Miss

~ ' hi. Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

ecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London,

) by the first Post Tuesday, or they will not be
inserted.

° gmS 1°r lllcrature should be sent to the business Manager
Jle Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4,
not to the. Editor.

,» f-aeques and Postal Orders should be made payable to
18 Pioneer Press,” and crossed “ Midland Dank, Ltd.,
,erhemvell branch.

«d °r the Edilor °t lhe ” Freethinker ” should
fessed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4

THE FREETHINKER

32%

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call
attention.

The "Freethinker ” will be forwarded direct from the pub-
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad)
One year, 15s.; half year, 7s. 6d.; three months, 3s. 9d.

Sugar Plums.

Up to a date that made the final arrangements a
matter of great haste, it was doubtful whether it would
be advisable to hold the Annual Conference this j-ear
as arranged or postpone it till some more favourable
date. Things cleared up sufficiently for the Executive to
decide on holding the Conference, and it was quite
harmonious and completely successful. Some delegates
who intended being present, mostly from the North of
England, were unable to come owing to difficulties
caused by the Strike, and many individual members
were also chary of coming from a distance on account
of the train service. Both Mr. Lloyd and Mr. A. B.
Moss were unable to come owing to their being indis-
posed, and letters of regret were received from other
absentees. One of those who managed to get down to
the Saturday evening reception, and to the Sunday even-
ing meeting was Miss Baker, daughter of Daniel Baker,
whose lengthy connection with the movement is one of
the outstanding features of Birmingham Freethought.
Her presence, under great difficulties, bore testimony
to her warm interest in the movement.

We shall publish the report of the Conference pro-
ceedings next week. All the officials were re-elected,
and Mr. Cohen now enters upon his eleventh year of
office. The years seem to have rolled by very rapidly,
since the death of G. W. Foote; they have been years
of storm, stress, and trial such as the .Society has never
before had, and in thanking the Conference for the
honour done him, Mr. Cohen said he could only hope
that the movement had at least held its own under his
presidency.

The evening meeting, a report of which appears in
another column, was held in the handsome Scala
Theatre, and was quite a good one, although not up to
the average in point of numbers. This might well be
accounted for by the pre-occupation of the public mind
with the industrial dispute, and also by the short time
allowed for making the meeting known. But the meet-
ing itself was interesting and appreciated. The
speeches of Messrs. Willis, Williams, Rosetti, Monks,
Bedborough, and Miss Macaulay and the President were
followed with evident interest and appreciation, and
there was a good demand for literature at the close of
the meeting. One was left with a strong impression
of the vitality of the movement and the keenness and
ability of those who made it their business to place it
before the general public. The meeting lasted just over
two hours, and to say the audience was interested from
start to finish on a fine summer evening is the best
tribute one can offer to the character of the speeches
delivered.

The Jersey Critic reprints, with due acknowledg-
ments, the article on “ What is Wrong with State Edu-
cation?” by Mimncrmus, from a recent issue of the
Freethinker.

Letters and other things have been getting all behind
in consequence of the Strike, and so we have now only
a chance to note the report of the Secretary of the
South London Branch concerning Mr. Whitehead’s
recent campaign. As we have already reported, the
meetings were very successful, in spite of the abnormal
conditions, and we now learn that many new members
were made. The Secretary desires to thank Mr. Leonard

*Rolph for his very effective help during the campaign.
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N.S.S. Conference.

Executive’s Annual
By The President.

Beport.

At the opening of this report it may not be out of
place to congratulate the Conference on the fact of the
country having so far recovered its normal condition
as to admit of this gathering being held. It is a
commonplace of our controversial opponents that our
Social life is permeated with Christian influences, and
the ethical value of that is well shown by the fact that
no better nor wiser plan of settling industrial difficulties
could be found than that of plunging the country into
what was virtually a state of civil war. Those who
look beneath the surface will, however, find nothing
very surprising in this. War in its cruder forms has
never lacked encouragement under the rule of the Chris-
tian Church, and we must not be surprised if this form
of the war spirit—the power of force as opposed to that
of reason—spreads over into our social life.

The Executive has again to report a steady flow of
new members, and during the year the formation of a
new and energetic Branch at Ashton-under-Lyne. There
is plenty of energy in this new Branch, and in a thickly-
populated area in which it works, almost limitless
opportunities for propaganda. It is to be hoped that it
will meet with the encouragement and the support it
deserves. A feature of the new members admitted into
the Society is the number living overseas. The Society
may thus congratulate itself on being well represented
in many parts of the globe.

Every opportunity has been seized by the Executive
to press forward the lecturing propaganda of the Society,
and on the whole the meetings have been more than
usually successful. Mr. R. H. Rosetti has been busy
where opportunities offered, both in London and the
Provinces, and has made steady headway in the esteem
of his audiences. Messrs. Bedborough, Ratediffe, and
Cutner have also paid visits to provincial Branches and

held successful meetings. Mr. Clifford Williams,
of  Birmingham, has been busy in  holding
discussions in local assemblies with conspicuous
success. Many  other local speakers all over
the country have been active, and have done
their share of the general work. The Manchester,
Bolton, and Ashton-under-Lyme Branches have been

very busy, and arc endeavouring to effect a closer work-
ing combination of Lancashire Branches and members
with a view to a more intensive propaganda. This is
a step that may be commended to other organizations in
other parts of the country. The Executive, as usual,
engaged the whole-time services of Mr. George
Whitehead during the summer months—May-Septembcr
—and he has delivered very many lectures with marked
success. The energetic West Ilam Branch recently
attempted a series of meetings in the Bromley Public
Hall, which were completely successful, and which may
be continued next season. The North Ixmdon and
»South London Branches have maintained their indoor
meetings during the winter and report many successful
gatherings. In the Provinces, Branches from Glasgow to
Plymouth also have been busy', although in many places
they are still sadly hampered by the want of suitable
halls for meetings. That is a difficulty which time alone
seems ahlc to cure.

The Executive also arranged for two special lectures
by the President in the Century Theatre, London, and
oner at the Stratford Town llall. All three lectures were
well attended, and the meetings so arranged would have

been extended had suitable accommodation been
found.
At the invitation of the Vicar of Stratford, a dis-

cussion on the existence of God was arranged between
Mr. Cohen and Canon Storr, of Westminster. Canon
Storr is one of the leading theologians of the English
Church, and proved an amiable and able opponent.
Freethinkers were well pleased with the outcome of the
discussion, and the Town Hall was crowded, large
numbers being unable to gain admission.  Another
public discussion between the President and the Rev.
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Mr. Mason took place at Burslem. Owing to some
blunder over the advertising the debate was not so
successful—from the point of view of numbers—as it
might have been, but it had the result of arousing
inteiest locally in the Freethought movement.

Another incident of the past year is worth passing
notice. A number of daily and weekly papers in
various parts of the country inaugurated discussions
on the question of religion. In nearly every case the
writers were carefully chosen, so that no very drastic
attack on Christianity’ should appear. In one case there
was, however, an exception. The Manchester Evening
Neil's invited the President of the N.S.S. to contribute
an article, giving him perfect freedom of treatment.
The offer was accepted. The interest aroused by the
article was very great, and the Manchester and Salford
Council of Christian Congregations regarded the matter
as serious enough to select five representatives, includ-
ing the Dean of Manchester, to reply. A further re-
joinder by Mr. Cohen followed, with much other corre-
spondence. The incident is interesting only as illustra-
ting the policy usually followed. It was not the
character of the article contributed by Mr. Cohen, so

much as the consternation displayed at the “ other
side ” being permitted a hearing, that is signifi-
cant. We do not know how far other papers may

feel inclined to follow the example thus set, but it is
certain that if local Freethinkers were more assertive
and insistent very much greater publicity would be
given to Frecthought than is at present the case.

It will be noted that the balance-sheet presented to
the Conference—a statement which deals with the in-
come and expenditure of the Executive only, and does
not deal with the income and expenditure of Branches—
acknowledges the sum of £62 os. ;d. as legacies. This
is made up of ;10 received under the will of Mr.
Lccson, of Leicester, the balance being residue from
the estate of Miss Day, the larger sum being acknow-
ledged in last year’s balance-sheet. Notice of a con-
tingent legacy was also received by the Trustees of the
National Secular »Society under the will of Mr. Robert
Buhnan. Mr. Bultnan was a very old member of the
Society, and a life-long supporter of the movement. He
was of a very quiet and retiring disposition, but well
known to many London Freethinkers. By his will,
of which Mr. Cohen is one of the Trustees and Execu-
tors, he bequeaths the income of his estate to his widow,
and at her demise the estate is to be divided between the
National »Secular Society and Bartholomew’s Hospital.
It is expected that the »Society will benefit to the extent
of about £6,000.

Reference was made in the last report to the desira-
bility' of securing central premises in London as a suit-
able headquarters for the movement. During the year
several premises have been inspected, but nothing
suitable has vet been found. That object has not, how-
ever, been lost sight of. It is possible that owing to
change of ownership the »Society may have to vacate its
present offices, but by the time that occurs it is to be
hoped that something .adequate will have presented
itself. If a suitable building—something fitted to the
work of the Society', and within the scope of the
»Society’s resources could be found, many new ways of
promoting our objects might be found. What can be
done in present circumstances the Executive does, but .
it is quite alive to the fact that many other things
might be done. Perhaps in this connection the Execu-
tive may be permitted to express its high appreciation
of the work done by Miss K. B. Kough, who for some
years has acted as the eves of our General »Secretary,
and who has so freely and so ungrudgingly given her
time to the movement. If more has not been said of
this it is not because the Executive and others have
been blind to the nature and the value of what has been
done.

Regarding the movement for the repeal of the Blas-
phemy Laws there is nothing special to report, save
that a Bill is at present before Parliament awaiting the
opportunity for a second reading. This year the Bill
has been introduced by Mr. George Lansbury. This
was not because Mr. Harry Snell was unwilling to
again introduce the Bill, but because the Society for
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the Repeal of the Blasphemy Laws took the view that
it was as well to remove any impression that the
measure was no more than a sectarian movement, or the
attempts of one or two faddists. It is indeed good to be
able to say that the movement is gaining support with
many who in no wise sympathise with our opinions,
but who do wish to see these survivals of medieval
intolerance swept away. The demand is made in the
name of social justice, and it is on this basis that we
have always rested our case. Freethinkers are the last
to ask for any sectarian privileges, or to make demands
for an} advantage that is not to be shared by every
section of the community. We have every reason
for assuming that if and when the Bill does advance
to the stage of a second reading it will obtain more sup-
port than any previous Bill has yet received.

An indication of this was given in a largely attended
public meeting held in the Essex Hall on April 23, on
which occasion the chair was taken by Canon Donaldson.

The meeting was organized by the Society for the
Repeal of the Blasphemy Laws, it received the support
of many well-known men and women engaged in public
life, and the interest and the enthusiasm shown speaks
well for the future of the Bill.

With regard to the other agitation in which the
Society approaches the field of political action—the
demand for a policy of exclusively Secular Education in
State-supported schools, the appeal of the Executive is
for renewed watchfulness and increased activity on the
part of all who believe in the justice of that policy.
There are continuous attempts on the part of the Estab-
lished and the Roman Church to secure some more
definite form of denominational religious instruction in
State schools, and this would not be resisted by Non-
conformists if only a plan could be devised which would
promote their sectarian interests also. In Yorkshire and
elsewhere in the country a new form of compromise is
being set up which enables definite denominational in-
struction to be given under certain specified conditions.
In addition hope is expressed by Roman Catholic leaders
that in that the near future new legislation may be
attempted, and their schools, with, of course, such
instruction as will suit the Church, will be * fully
supported by public money.”

In the face of these attempts the Executive feels
justified in seriously urging upon Secularists to sec
that the utmost opposition is offered, in the press and
in the Council chamber, to these attempts to exploit the
child in the interests of this or that Church. The
struggle for the child is vital to the Church, the free-
dom of the child is vital to the best interests of civili-
zation.

But the moral with regard to both the Blasphem}
Laws and Secular Education is that we must go on
making and multiplying the number of Freethinkers.
Ingcrsoll well said that the Christian Church did not
give up burning heretics because it 110 longer wished
to burn them, hut because the number of those who ob-
jected to being burned grew too large for convenient
combustion. Justice to non-Christians by Christians
has never been done out of love of justice, but because
the number of non-Christians grew too large to he
deprived longer of the justice due to them. There are
hundreds of thousands of Freethinkers in this country
and there arc other hundreds of thousands who arc on
the border line. So far ns the first boely is concerned
the Executive is of opinion that every attempt should
be made by local Secularists everywhere to bring them
within the .Society. If it cannot be done in any othci
way, their names and addresses should be sent to head
guarters and attempts to enlist their support might Ix
made from there. And with regard to the second grou]
a more energetic propagandist spirit might succeed ii
bringing those who compose it, definitely over to ou'
side. A wise distribution of suitable literature would
be effective, free copies, of the Freethinker sent then
for a number of weeks would also he helpful. This v
a work that everyone and anyone can do. It ir
earnestly to be hoped that they will do it.

This appeal is not made by the Executive becausr
it ignores the great amount of work that is already
being done by individual Freethinkers all over the
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country. The Executive is so much alive to the value
of this work that it urges its expansion. If we may
borrow a phrase from the religious world, it is the
missionary spirit that has made the Freethought posi-
tion what it is, and it is by the cultivation of the
missionary spirit that it will go on to renewed con-
quests.

Reference has been made above to the flow of new
members joining the Society. That is very satisfac-
tory, but it would be the greatest of errors to measure
the value of a movement such as ours by mere numbers.
The great work of Freethought has always been a work
of permeation, and some of our greatest triumphs are
registered among those who are not with us in name,
and would hasten to dissociate themselves from us.
Our great aim has been the humanizing and ration-
alizing of life, and in the steps that have been made
in this direction during the past century the Free-
thought movement may fairly and justly claim front
rank. If to-day we find prominent Bishops such as
Bishop Gore deliberately throwing over many of the
specific doctrines pf Christianity, or men such as the
Bishop of Birmingham repudiating the Biblical story of
creation, if we find so many of the once cherished doc-
trines of the Christian religion reduced to the level of
exploded superstitions, it is largely because of the
Freethought propaganda of the past two or three genera-
tions. Only recently, we may note, the Ecclesiastical
Commissioners decided to throw all the public spaces
under their control open to .Sunday games. When we
remember the bitter opposition offered by all Chris-
tians to Sunday recreation, and the way in which
our immediate Freethinking predecessors fought to ob-
tain a rational Sunday, we may count this as not the
least of the triumphs that our movement has largely
helped to win, and without which it would probably
never have been won at all.

But it would be idle to assume, when we dwell upon
the gains already made, to count the battle won. There
is a contra account here as elsewhere. The advances
made in this and other countries by the Roman Catho-
lic Church must never be overlooked, constituting, as
it docs, one of the gravest of menaces to the best inter-
ests of civilized life. That Church docs not gain at
our expense, but it does grow at the expense of the
other Churches, and because of the unity of the Roman
Church, and the docility of its members, because of its
growing claims to recognition by the Secular powers,
conceded in Italy and in one or two other places, it
is a menace with which all reformers must reckon.
\nd beyond this we must count as an ever present
danger the immense mass of superstition still current
among the people, and the tendency of politicians to
pander to this or that section of the religious world in
the hopes of party or political gain.

All this should serve to remind Freethinkers all
aver the country of the immense work that still lies
before us, of the value to the whole of the com-
munity of a Society such as ours, and of the importance
af the ideals and principles for which it stands. In
these days when the power of authority, as such, ap-
pears to be growing in the political world, when masses
af men arc drilled like soldiers, and led almost like
dreep, in the name of this or that part}', or this or
that church, the existence of a body of men and women
who stand for the free and unfettered exercise and ex-
pression of opinion on all subjects, religious, political,
and social, represents a social assset of inestimable
value. It is surely of value to have men and women
banded together who believe that the truth is some-
thing which will benefit all, that truth is some-
thing which can only be ascertained by free discussion
on a basis of informed thinking, and that the only
truth of value to anyone is that which is reached by
‘lie individual in this way. That is the ideal for which
the Freethought movement in this country has always
stood, and more than ever to-day is it essential if we
are to realize the fact of a free, intelligent, and pro-
gressive community.

No pleasure is comparable to the standing upon the
vantage ground of truth.—Baeon.
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The N.S S. Annual Conference.

Evening Public Meeting.

Many of us wondered if there would be any Annual
Conference at all this year. There is no need to em-
phasize the difficulties we apprehended. Whit Sunday
was very near the Nine Days’ Strike. The Mines’
troubles were given as a reason for restricting train
services everywhere. The total result, as far as we are
concerned, was a .diminution of delegate attendance
There was no lack of enthusiasm for the cause of Free-
thought.

The Saturday Reception was a very cheerful function.
With no formality of any sort old friends met, and new
friends were introduced. Birmingham Branch members
were very much to the front in hospitality and help
to those who came from a distance. Our posters were
well displayed, and the Branch members did all in their
power to make the Sunday evening meeting a success.

The temporary closing of the Towji Hall for renova-
tions took away from us the fine opportunity for pro-
paganda that magnificent building would have given
to our Sunday evening demonstration. Failing the
Town Hall, we could hardly have done better than to
meet in the big and handsome Scala Theatre, a build-
ing quite as central as the Town Hall.

The audience was large, appreciative, and obviously
sympathetic to our principles. The fact that there
were certainly many who do not regularly attend Free-
thought meetings was a tribute to the attraction of our
speakers and the drawing power of our movement.

The President, Mr. Chapman Cohen, re-elected unani-
mously that morning, received a great ovation on rising
to open the evening meeting. He briefly outlined the
main principles of the N.S.S., taking for his text a
poster at the door of the Scala Cinema : “ Not So Long
Ago.” Our movement began in a sense when Thomas
Paine started to tell some of the truth about the Chris-
tian religion. For many )ears, not so long ago, men
and women were sent to prison for writing and circula-
ting these truths. There never was a greater need than
to-day for the masses of the people to be told the
truth, the v”iole truth, and nothing but the truth. In
the churches to-day you get some of the truth, but only
for the purpose of backing up the lies of the Christian
religion. He mentioned Bishop Barnes, who has the
reputation of an eminent theologian, a scientist, and an
advanced thinker ? Why ? Because sixty-seven years after
the publication of the Origin of Species, and nearly a
hundred years after Lycll’'s Principles of Geology,
Bishop Barnes rejects some of the more fantastic of the
Bible stories and the Biblical account of creation. It
says little for the intellect of those who call such a
position “ advanced thinking.” What we want is com-
plete freedom of expression of our thought, and we are
as yet far from that ideal. It is of pressing importance
that there should be a body of men like the N.S.S. to
teach that truth is only to be discovered by research
and the constant clash of ideas and ideals. It does not
matter whether there is a future or not. If there is
there will be enough of it to go round. Disbelief in it
will make no difference.

Mr. Cohen drew attention to th» enormous revenues
of the churches, free from taxation. He drew Mr.
Churchill’s attention to this source of income for a
revenue which taxes even bookmakers but leaves the
parson alone. Why should churches and chapels not
bear their fair share of taxation? The whole religious
history of all the centuries has done nothing but hinder
the realization of a happy, sensible, contented social
life.

Mr. George Bedborough paid a tribute to the Presi-
dent and Secretary. He referred to new theories about
God, and to the new Bibles which modern times had;
found necessary, such as the Woman'’s Bible, the Child’s
Bible, etc. But with all these new developments not
one of the great churches had in any way modified its
creeds. The Articles of Religion, proclaimed in 1362,
we still proclaim to-day as the unchanged basis of
ecclesiastical teaching. Prayers for rain, fine weather,
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victory, and so on were still appointed to be used in
churches. Mr. Bedborough pictured the horrors of a
world in which the Bible really turned out to be true.

Miss Macaulay made an admirable speech—her first
speech from a Secularist platform. She traced the his-
tory of her conversion from Anglo-Catholicism to
Atheism. She explained how Robertson, of Brighton,
Huxley, and others had influenced her, and how finally
she had found that the N.S.S. was the best medium
for those who sought an uncompromising enemy of reli-
gion. Miss Macaulay was particularly impressive in
referring to the attitude of the Church on such pressing
social problems as Divorce, Birth Control, etc. Alto-
gether she proved herself a valuable recruit to our
cause.

Mr. F. E. Willis, so well known to Birmingham
audiences, was at his best. In a witty and wise speech
he referred to children being born neither Liberal,
Labour, nor Conservative : they are born little Atheists.
It is only when nurses and teachers and priests get
control of them that they become victims of religion.
He believed in Secular Education. Children should
be taught only the things we all agree to be true—all
the rest should be taught by parents if necessary. He
knew that many who attend church for conventional
reasons are beginning to doubt the efficacy of prayer.
Prayer is a delusion. There is no single record of a
prayer ever being answered. The history of all the
churches has been persecution and the stultification of
all attempts at human progress—from the days of
Bruno to Paine, Truelovc, and all pioneers of freedom
and reform.

Mr. F. E. Monks said it is true that we inherit our
religion just as we inherit our morals. He remem-
bered how he had been, at sixteen years old, prepared
for Confirmation. The whole idea of it was to make
him see God as a ubiquitous policeman. " Thou God
scest me.” In other words, " Do right, or you will be
found out.” He referred to the three problems of the
existence of God, the Future Life, and Freewill versus
Determinism. When once one understands how the be-
lief in God arose in the savage mind it is easy enough
to dispense with such belief. The .Spiritualists pro-
fessed to offer proofs of a future life, but after investi-
gation these proofs are found worthless. You can have
no free will if you believe as we do that effect always
follows cause; as soon as we realize the latter fact, it
will influence all that we do. We shall agree with Omar 1
“ 1 myself am Heaven and Hell.”

Mr. R. H. Rosetti spoke eloquently and was warmly
applauded as he roused the audience with his indict-
ment of the evil influence and history of religion. He
explained a problem that often perplexes the student :
why the most roguishly evil enterprises have been
blessed and received by the common people as benefi-
cent. The reason, of- course, is that such enterprises
have always been falsely represented by religion and
the real nature of wrongdoing has been obscured. People
are humbugged into accepting dark deeds as if they
were good and true. The Church has never told the
truth about science and scientific writers, nor will it
tell the truth about Freethought or Freethinkers. It
dare not. It would never stand a chance if it once ad-
mitted facts about our ideas and teachings which would
make their followers see us as we really are. If wc
had but one week of the opportunities and liberty the
churches have enjoyed for centuries we would get every
thinking man and woman out of the Christian Churches.
Freethought to-day exposes Christianiy as played out
and obsolete and fit only for the shelves of our
museums as an interesting reminder of the intellectual
infancy of the race.

Mr. Clifford Williams made a most brilliant speech,
fitting, as the Chairman said, for the last speech of the
evening, alike for its matter and its delivery. He drew
a striking contrast between what religion has done in
1,800 years and what science has done in a century.
Christianity may not have been directly responsible for
all the great wars, but it has never put any obstacle

to war. Christians are beginning to realize that reli-
gion is moribund and played out. They see the writing
on the wall. G. B.
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Statesmen—and Others.

An Emersonian Savoury.

T he intellectual calibre of a people may be estimated
by the extent of its emancipation from those abstract
fetishes, the Church and the State. | say *“ ab-
stract ” advisedly, for the nuclei of both are inherent
in the individual and take tangible form and activity
with the organized ignorance of the masses. Nature
is said to abhor a vacuum; it also abhors chaos.
Our present system of government is a crude attempt
by nature to reduce to some semblance of order
through man’s very imperfect intelligence that
grotesque hybrid “ man” and that equally grotesque
abnormality “ civilization.” As the electrons and
atoms of man’s organism cohere to make up each
human animal, so seek the individual units of
humanity to Find expression as a living whole. And
this whole we call, for want of a better term— the
State. That bastard offspring of superstition— the
Church—is embodied in this, of which more anon.

Intelligence is a question of degree. The greatest
men that have ever lived, those who have had the
acutest apprehension of objective reality and the
finest psychological insight, have but seen as through
a glass darkly the mysterious functions of our mar-
vellous universe. To the wise man of the future,
the possessor of the keenest sense perceptions of to-
day will appear dull-witted. But, nevertheless, he
who thinks : he who is jeered at as an idealist, or,
maybe, abused and threatened as a revolutionary and
an iconoclast by those who sit tight on their money
bags and bribe the priest and other hired myrmidons
to present the respective bogeys of damnation,
celestial and terrestrial, for doubting that ours is
the best of all possible states—he is building for the
future and perhaps for eternity. All true progress
is born in humble individual thought and endeavour.

A man is a “ great” leader according to the in-
telligence of those he leads. That is why we have
no “ great” statesmen and why we never shall
have any “ great ” priests. Greatness, of necessity)
implies truth and honesty and incorruptibility and
holiness; holiness in the sense that love is a stronger
power than force. And, paradoxically, this sense of
justice is a fundamental characteristic of the normal
person, but is frequently lost in the masses who, in
their blind trust and dull apathy, perpetually cor-
rupt their government and incidentally perpetuate
force instead of love.

The definition of “ statesman” is “ one eminent
for political abilities,” and for ages the word politic
has been synonymous with cunning! No workman
can do himself justice if his materials are of bad
qguality; yet the statesman is a workman who panders
to the worst characteristics of his material— human
ignorance, apathy, prejudice, and conventionalism.
Yet lie might attain greatness himself if lie created
the desire for greatness in those stagnant mentalities
that suffer his leadership. If, instead of concentrating
his administrative and legislative abilities on local
and momentary measures, or even on national
measures, which, more often than not, are engaged
upon for his own aggrandizement, he devoted himself
to the duty of fostering formation of character among
citizens, which should be the object of true states-
manship, then might truly " great ” leaders and a
truly “ great ” nation emerge.

The formation of character— self-control— self-dis-
cipline— moderation— temperance in all things—
honesty, truth, and holiness; all these can !> attained
by the individual if he so desires. Never be im-
pressed by the “ position ” and *“ greatness ” of
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those who represent the State, and, least of all, of
those who represent the Church. They are “ great ”
in proportion to your own “ littleness.” You can
be “ great” if you desire it: “ greater” than any
of them. Both statesman and churchman batten on
the credulity and ignorance of the people by specious
promises to improve its position respectively in this
world and the next. One exploits it in the name
of Mammon and the other in the name of God.
Every good man is constrained to break the law and
to abhor the priest.

You yourself are the State. Every improvement,
however minute, in your own character, adds to the
State’s greatness: every deterioration to its little-
ness. But, above all, distrust those who would be
Church and State combined. As superstition is the
negation of all reason, so the priest and his puppets
are the negation of all progress. In whatever guise
of “ advanced” religion you are approached, treat
them not only as suspect but as convicted liars.
Whatever they touch, they taint; whatever movement
they embrace, they demoralise. The first step to-
wards mental emancipation is to cast out the priest-
hood of whatever denomination. Of all statesmen,

those who have “ got religion ” are the worst.
W. T hompson.
Correspondence.

THE RAW OF POPULATION.

To thb Editor of tub “ Freethinker.”

Sir,—While I must congratulate “ Scio ” for having
read Malthus’ Law of Population * several times "—a
striking lesson for those members of the opposition who
have never read it at all—1 must frankly confess he has
left me slightly muddled as to the result of that read-
ing. He “ demonstrates ” firstly “ the falsity and ab-
surdity ” of the belief in Malthusianism, then with a
generosity for which he has my heart-felt gratitude,
claims the best that can be said for it is “ not proven,”
and finally concludes that “ we do not yet know enough
to pronounce definitely on this question of population.”

Possibly “ Scio ” has some meaning for all this, but
it has so far eluded me. “ Seio ” says that Malthusian-
ism is “ false and absurd ” because of the *“ gradual
improvement in the lot of the workers culminating in
the luxuries and comforts enjoyed to-day.” Here again
I am not quite certain if he means that it is the
workers who are wallowing in " luxuries and com-
forts.” If lie does mean this, then | heartily recommend
such a stvikng refutation to my young friend, Conrad
Ebury, who, the other day, finally demolished Malthus
by roundly declaring he (or was it 1) could put the
Whole of the population of lIvngland into the Isle of
Wight!

Of course, the real reason why England more or less
flourished during the nineteenth century was because
she became * the workshop of the world ” and could
buy food cheaply with her manufactured goods from
America and other comparitively new countries. Put
possbly “ Scio ” knows nothing of industrial and agri-
cultural conditions, and | really haven't time to teach
him such elementary facts. Put he drags in Henry
George! If it hadn’t been Henry George, it may have
been Karl Marx or Prince Kropotkin or somebody else,
as if what they said has not been answered thousands
of times! Henry George (for whom in any case | have
a great respect) was "subjected to some very destruc-
tive criticism ” by Dr. C. V. Drysdale, so that’s settled.

Then *“ Scio ” reproaches me for " implying ” that
if only the food problem were settled there would be
no other “ social problems then.” This, I'm sorry to
say, is the result of very slack reading, as, of course, |
" implied 7 nothing of the kind. On the contrary, |
expressly drew attention to the great problems society,
would still have to solve, and mentioned that of dis-



34

tribution in particular. Will “ Scio ” admit lie over-
looked this ? Moreover, | did not mention the geometri-
cal or arithmetical ratios of Malthus, and it would have
been much more satisfactory if “ Scio” could have
dealt with what | actually said.

England had, in 1811, ten millions of people and
thirty-six in 1911; we get thus an increase of over
three and a half times. Would this country, which is
one of the most densely populated in the world, stand
the same rate of increase now—to, let us say, one hun-
dred and twenty-six in 2011? If not, why not? Would
that working-man’s paradise, Russia, with over one
hundred millions in 1900, be able to support three hun-
dred and fifty millions in 2000? If not, why not? Will
“ Scio” please answer, definitely?

Malthus may have been (and possibly was) wrong
in minor details, but his main thesis is still absolutely
irrefutable—a fact which most great living economists
admit to-day. In any case, he will have no difficulty
in surviving the kind of confused criticism, hardly a
sentence of which will bear serious investigation, put
forward by “ Scio.” H. Cutner.

Sir,— 1 would have thought that the admitted “ hope-
less confusion ” existing on *“ Malthusianism and
Economics,” Mr. Cutner’s articles would have dealt more
fully when he wrote upon the subjects in the Free-
thinker. Instead, he has lit upon some “ Hyde Park
orator ” of no acknowledged credentials and dubbed his
Communism—and, therefore Socialism, for Mr. Cutner
treats both principles interchangeable, though they are
not—as food, or example for a moral lesson on both
subjects.

Does population outstrip food production? Does it?
| rather doubt it, notwithstanding Mr. Cutner’s impli-
cation that it does. And as for that proposition never
having been seriously questioned leads me to the be-
lief that Mr. Cutner reads but one side of the argu-

ment. It is only “ small men”—Ilike Socialists, eh?—
who question that affirmation, or assertion-. Only
“ great men "—Ilike Dr. Eden Paul—of the company of

small men admit the truth (sic) of the assertion that
population outstrips food production. And that any
“ ism ” depends upon birth control is too funny to miss.
I wonder if “ Atheism ” does ?

Put to Mr. Cutner a middle-class doctor’'s opinion
on any subject is worth all the weighty evidence of
working-class nobody’s. | wonder if Mr. Cutner lias
ever met a real live lord—and Kept a level head. His
apparent condition of mind seems to suggest that he
has met a few, so unsettled is it. A. Moi.e.

TRUTH IN BOOKS.

Truth, latent in the mind, is hidden wisdom, and
invisible treasure; but the truth which illuminates books
desires to manifest itself to every disciplinable sense, to
the sight when read, to the hearing when heard : it,
moreover, in a manner commends itself to the touch;
when submitting to be transcribed, collated, corrected,
and preserved. Truth confined to the mind, though it
may be the possession of a noble soul, while it wants a
companion, and is not judged of, either by the sight or
by the hearing, appears to be inconsistent with pleasure.
But the truth of the voice is open to hearing only, and
latent to the sight (which shows as many differences of
things fixed upon by a most subtle motion, beginning
and ending as it were simultaneously). But the truth
written in a book, being not fluctuating but permanent,
shows itself openly to the sight passing through the
spiritual ways of the eyes, as the porches and halls of
common sense and imagination; it enters the chamber of
intellect, reposes itself upon the couch of memory, and
there eongenerates the eternal truth of the mind.—
Richard de liury.

“ God himself cannot subsist without wise men,” said
Luther, and with good reason; but “ God can still less
subsist without unwise men '—good Luther did not say
that.—Nietzsche.
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SALS AND EXCHANGE.

This column is limited to advertisements from private
individuals only. Letters may, if it is so desired, be ad-
dressed to the Box Number, cfo *“ Freethinker” Office.
Advertising rates 64. for first line, every additional line 4d.

FOR SALE.

STANDARD Typewriter, new, ¢8, carriage paid.—J. S.
Reynolds, i Church Street, Ripley, Derbys.

SUNDAY LECTURE NOTICES, Etc.

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post on
Tuesday and be marked “Lecture Notice,” if not sent on
postcard.

LONDON.

Indoor.

South Peace Ethicae Society (South Place, Moorgate,
E.C.a) : 11, Mr. Edgar J. Saxon, “ Nature Cure : Its Mean-
ing and Implications.”

Outdoor.

Bethnal Green Branch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the
Bandstand) : 6.15, Mr. F. P. Corrigan, a Lecture.

Non-Poeiticae Metropolitan Secular Society (Hyde
Park) : Every Tuesday and Thursday at 7.30; .Sunday at n,
3.30, and 6.30; Lecturers—Messrs. Hart, Howell Smith, B.A.,
Hyatt, Le Maine, and Saphin.

North London Branch N.S.S. (Regent’s Park, near the
Fountain) : 6, Air. R. Il. Rosetti, a Lecture.

South London Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell Park) : 3 and
6, Mr. Il. Constable will lecture.

West Ham Branch N.S.S. (outside the Technical Insti-
tute, Romford Road, Stratford, li.) : 7, Air. E. C. Saphin,
a Lecture.

COUNTRY.

Leeds Branch N.S.S.—Air. G. Whitehead’s Mission, Alay
3l to June 13

Pilymouth Branch N.S.S.—Air. G. Whitehead's Mission,
Alay 17 to 30

YOU WANT ONE.

N.S.S. BADGE.—A single Pansy flower,
size as shown; artistic and neat design
in enamel and silver. This emblem has
been the silent means of introducing many
kindred spirits. Brooch or Stud Fastening.
Price 9d., post free—From The General
Secretary, N.S.S., 6 Farringdon St., K.C.4.

THE DIRECT TAX-PAYERS' ASSOCIATION.

INCOME TAX SPECIALISTS.

Trade books written up and balanced. Minimum Income
Assessed.  Appeals conducted. Overpayments recovered.
Business men in difficulties with the Taxes Dept, should
write t0 Anderson, ii Salisbury Road, E-7-

U'THE HYDE PARK FORUM.”—A Satire on its

A Speakers and Frequenters. Should be read by all
Freethinkers. Post free, 6d., direct from J. Marlow, 14s
Walworth Road, S.E.i.

THINGS DONE WELL, and with a care, exempt
i- themselves from fear. Conscious that our work is good
and truly worthy of the noble cause whose organ we support,
fearlessly we appeal to you, week in, week out, to give us
that trial which our persistence merits and our performance
justifies. Write to-day for any of the following :(—Gents’ A to
D Patterns, suits from 53s.; Gents' E Patterns, suits all
at 67s. bd.; Gents' F to 1 Patterns, suits from 75s.; Gents’
J to N Patterns, suits from 104s. 6d.; or Ladles’ Spring
Fashion and Pattern Book, costumes from 60s., frocks from
32s. bd—Alacconneel & Alabe, New Street, Bakewcll,
Derbyshire.

UNWANTED CHILDREN

In a Civilized Community there should be no
UNWANTED Children.

For List of Birth-Control Requisites send Ijd. stamp to
J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berkshire*
(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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MODERN MATERIALISM.
PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS . N
A Candid Examination.
THEISM OR ATHEISM ? By Walter Mann.
By Chapman Cohen. (Issued by the Secular Societ_y,_ Limited.)
Contents : Part |.—An Examination of Theism. Chapter Conte_nt_s: Chaplter_ I.—Moori]em Materialism.  Chapter H'_d
l.—What is God? Chapter 11.—The Origin of the Idea of Darwinian Evolution. — Chapter lll.—Auguste Comte an

God. Chapter Ill.—Have we a Religious Sense? Chapter
IV.—The Argument from Existence. Chapter V.—The Argu-
ment from Causation. Chapter VI.—The Argument from
Design. Chapter VII.—The Disharmonies of Nature. Chapter
VIIl.—God and Evolution. Chapter IX.—The Problem of
Pain.
Part |l.—Substitutes for Atheism. Chapter X.—A Ques-
tion of Prejudice. Chapter XI.—What is Atheism? Chapter
XI11.—Spencer and the Unknowable. Chapter XI11.—Agnos-

ticism. Chapter X1V.—Atheism and Morals. Chapter XV.—
Atheism Inevitable.
Bound in full Cloth, Gilt Lettered. Price 5s ,

postage 2

COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIANISM.

By Bishop W. Montgomery Brown, D.D.

A book that is quite outspoken in its attacks on Christianity
and on fundamental religious ideas. It is an unsparing
criticism of Christianity from the point of view of Darwinism
and of Sociology from the point of view of Marxism. 204 pp.

Price is., post free.
Special terms for quantities.

REALISTIC APHORISMS AND PURPLE
PATCHES.

Collected by Arthur Fallows, M.A.
Those who enjoy brief pithy sayings, conveying in a few
lines what so often takes pages to tell, will appreciate the
issue of a book of this character. It gives the essence of
what virile thinkers of many ages have to say on life, while
avoiding sugary commonplaces and stale platitudes. There
is material for an essay on every page, and a thought-pro-
voker in every paragraph. Those who are on the look out
for a suitable gift-book that is a little out of the Qldinary
will find here what they are seeking.

320 pp., Cloth Gilt, 5s., by post 5s. 5d.; Paper Covers,
3s. 6d., by post 3s. loj™d.

THE OTHER SIDE OF DEATH.

A Critical Examination of the Beliefs in a Future
Life, with a Study of Spiritualism, from the Stand-
point of the New Psychology.

By Chapman Cohen.

This is an attempt to re-interpret the fact of death with its

associated feelings in terms of a scientific sociology and

psychology. It studies Spiritualism from the point of view

of the latest psychology, and offers a scientific and natural-
istic explanation of its fundamental phenomena.

Paper Covers, 2s., postage ij~d.; Cloth Bound,
3s. 6d., postage 2d.

A Book that Made History.

THE RUINS:

A SURVEY OF THE REVOLUTIONS OP EMPIRES,
to which is added THE LAW OF NATURE.

By C. F. Voi.nky.

A New Edition, being a Revised Translation with Introduc-
tion by George Underwood, Portrait, Astronomical Charts,
and Artistic Cover Design by H. Cutner.

Price 5s., postage 3d.

This is a Work that all Reformers should read. Its influence

on the history of Freethought has been profound, and at the

distance of more than a century its philosophy must com-

mand the admiration of all serious students of human his-

tory. This is an Unabridged Edition of one of the greatest

of Freethought Classics with all the original notes. No
better edition has been issued.

1

Positivism. Chapter IV.—Herbert Spencer and the Synthetic
Philosophy. Chapter V.—The Contribution of Kant. Chapter
VI.—Huxley, Tyndall, and Clifford open the Campaign.
Chapter VIlI.—Bueclmer’'s “ Force and Matter.”  Chapter
VIIl.—Atoms and the Ether. Chapter IX.—The Origin of
Life. Chapter X.—Atheism and Agnosticism. Chapter X1.—
The French Revolution and the Great War. Chapter XH.—
The Advance of Materialism.

A careful and exhaustive examination of the meaning of
Materialism and its present standing, together with its
bearing on various aspects of life. A much-needed work.

176 pages. Price is. 6d., in neat Paper Cover, postage
id.

CHRISTIANITY AND CIVILIZATION.

A Chapter from
Che History of the Intellectual Development of Europe,

By John William Draper, M.D., LL.D.
Price 2d., postage >ad.

THE BIBLE HANDBOOK.
For Freethinkers and Enquiring Christians.

By G. W. Foote and W. P. Ball.
NEW EDITION
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents : Part |.—Bible Contradictious. Part 1l1.—Bible

Absurdities. Part 111.—Bible Atrocities. Part 1V.—Bible

Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and
Unfulfilled Prophecies.

Cloth Bound.

One of the most useful books ever published.
Freethinkers answering Christians.

Price 2s. 6d., postage
Invaluable to

A GRAMMAR OF FREETHOUGHT.

By Chapman Cohen.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents: Chapter |.—Outgrowing the Gods. Chapter II.__
Life and Mind. Chapter Ill.—What is Freethought?
Chapter 1V.—Rebellion and Reform. Chapter V.—The
Struggle for the Child. Chapter VI.—The Nature of Religion.
Chapter VI1.—The Utility of Religion. Chapter VIII. —Free-
thought and God. Chapter 1X.—Freethought and Death.
Chapter X.—This World and the Next. Chapter XI1.—Evolu-
tion. Chapter XIl.—Darwinism and Design. Chapter XIIl.—
Ancient and Modern.  Chapter XIV.—Morality without
God.—1. Chapter XV.—Morality without God.—Il. Chapter
XVI.-Christianity and.Morality. Chapter XVIIl.—Religion

and Persecution.  Chapter XVIIl.—What is to follow
Religion ?
Cloth Bound, with tasteful Cover Design. Price 5s.,

postage 37d.

The Egyptian Origin of Christianity.

THE HISTORICAL JESUS AND MYTHICAL’
CHRIST.

By Gerald Massey.

A Demonstration of the Egyptian Origin of the Christian
Myth. Should be in the hands of every Freethinker. With
Introduction by Chapman Cohen,

Price 6d., postage id.

WHAT IS MORALITY]

By George W hitehead.

A Careful Examination of the Basis of Morals from the
Standpoint of Evolution.

Price 4d., postage id.
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PIONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS.— Continued.
ESSAYS IN FREETHINKING.
By Chapman Cohen.

Contents : Psychology and Saffron Tea—Christianity and the
Survival of the Fittest—A Bible Barbarity—Shakespeare and
the Jew—A Case of Libel—Monism and Religion—Spiritual
Vision—Our Early Ancestor—Professor Huxley and the Bible
—Huxley’s Nemesis—Praying for Rain—A Famous Witch
Trial—Christmas Trees and Tree Gods—God’s Children—The
Appeal to God—An Old Story—Religion and Labour—Disease
and Religion—Seeing the Past—Is Religion of Use ?>—0On
Compromise—Hymns for Infants—Religion and the Young.

Cloth Gilt, 2s. 6d., postage 2%d.

HISTORY OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN
RELIGION AND SCIENCE.
By J. W. Draper, M.D., LL.D.

{Author / “ History of the Intellectual Development of
Europe.” etc.)

Price 3s. 6d., postage 4j£d.

A Book with a Bite.

BIBLE ROMANCES.
(FOURTH EDITION.)

By G. W. Foote.

A Drastic Criticism of the Old and New Testament Narrt
fives, full of Wit, Wisdom, and Learning. Contains sonx
of the best and wittiest of the work of G. W. Foote.

In Cloth, 224 pp. Price 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

determinism or Free-will!

By Chapman Cohen.
New Edition, Revised and Enlarged.

Contents : Chapter |.—The Question Stated. Chapter H.—
“ Freedom” and *“ Will.” Chapter HI1.—Consciousness,
Deliberation, and Choice. Chapter IV.—Some Alleged Con-
sequences of Determinism.” Chapter V.—Professor James on
the “ Dilemma of Determinism.” Chapter VI.—The Nature
and Implications of Responsibility. Chapter VII.—Deter-
minism and Character.  Chapter VIII.—A Problem in
Determinism. Chapter IX.—Environment.

Price: Paper, is. 9d., by post is. nd.; or strongly
bound in Half-Cloth 2s. 6d., by post 2s. gd.

BIRTH CONTROL AND RACE CULTURE.
The Social Aspects of Sex.
By George Wiitiehead.

A Common Sense Discussion of Questions that affect all,
and should be faced by all.

Price is., ostage id.
A Book for all.
SEXUAL HEALTH AND BIRTH CONTROL
By Ettie A. Rout.
With Foreword by Sir Bryan Donkin,

Price is., postage id.

M.D.

RELIGION AND SEX.
Studies in the Pathology of Religious Development.
By Chapman Cohen.
Price 6s., postage 6d.

The “ FREETHINKER ” for 1925.

Strongly bound in Cloth, Gilt Lettered, with Title-
page. Price 17s. 6d., postage is.
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PAMPHLETS.

By G. W. Foot*.
CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Price ad., postage #d.
THE PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. Price 2d., postage
'Ad.
WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? Price id., postage
tfd-

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldoth
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With an
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes. By G. W.
Foote and J. M. Wheeler. Price 6d., postage 'Ad.

VOLTAIRE'S PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY. Vol. I,
128 pp., with Fine Cover Portrait, and Preface by
Chapman Cohen. Price is., postage id.

By Chapman Cohen.

WAR AND CIVILIZATION. Price id., postage 'Ad.

CHRISTIANITY AND SLAVERY: With a Chapter on
Christianity and the Labour Movement. Price is., post-
age id.

GODgAND MAN : An Essay in Common Sense and Natural
Morality. Price 2d., postage 'Ad.

WOMAN AND CHRISTIANITY: The Subjection and
Exploitation of a Sex. Price is., postage id.

SOCIALISM AND THE CHURCHES. Price 3d., postage
id.

CREyED AND CHARACTER. The influence of Religion an
Racial Life. Price 6d., postage id.

THE PARSON AND THE ATHEIST. A Friendly Dis-
cussion on Religion and Life, between Rev. the Hon.

Edward Lyttleton, D.D., and Chapman Cohen. Price
is., postage i'‘Ad.
BLASPHEMY : A Plea for Religious Equality. Price 3d.,

postage id.

DOES MAN SURVIVE DEATH ? Is the Belief Reasonable ?
Verbatim Report of a Discussion between Horace Leaf
and Chapman Cohen. Price 6d., postage 'Ad.

DEITY AND DESIGN. Price id., postage 'Ad.

By A. D. McLaren.
THE CHRISTIAN’S SUNDAY : Its History and its Fruits.
Price 2d., postage 'Ad.

By J. T. Lioyd
GOD-EATING : A Study in Christianity and Cannibalism.
Price 3d., postage 'Ad.

By Mimnrrmus.

FREETHOUGHT AND LITERATURE.

Ad.
By M. M. Mangasarian.
THE MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA. Price id., postage 'Ad.

By Walter Mann.
PAGAN AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. Price ad., postage
'Ad.
SCIENCE AND THE SOUL. With a Chapter on Infidel
Death-Beds. Price 4d., postage id.
THE RELIGION OF FAMOUS MEN.
Price id., postage 'Ad.
By A. Millar.
THE ROBES OF PAN. Price 6d., postage id.

By Arthur F. Thorn.
THE LIFE-WORSHIP OF RICHARD JEFFERIES.
Fine Portrait of Jefferies. Price 6d., postage id.

By George Whitehead.
JESUS CHRIST : Man, God, or Myth? With a Chapter on
““Was Jesus a Socialist?” Cloth, 3s., postage a#d.
THE CASE AGAINST THEISM. Cloth, as. 6d., postage
a'Ad.

THE SUPERMAN : Essays in Social ldealism.
postage ‘Ad,

MAN AND HIS GODS. Price 2d., postage Jfd.

By Colonel Ingkrsoll.
IS SUICIDE A SIN? AND LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE.
Price 2d., postage Ad.
WHAT IS RELIGION? Price id., postage 'Ad.
THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. Price id., postage 'Ad.
WHAT IS IT WORTH ? A Study of the Bible. Price id.,
postage 'Ad.
MISTAKES OF MOSES.
By Rorert Arch.
SOCIETY AND SUPERSTITION. Price 4d., postage 'Ad.
By H. G. Farmer.
HERESY IN ART. The Religious Opinions of Famous
Artists and Musicians. Price 2d., postage Jfd.
By D. Hume.
ESSAY ON SUICIDE. Price id., postage 'Ad.

Price id., postage

(Second Edition.)

With

Price 2d.,

Price 2d., postage 'Ad.

Only a very limited number of copies are to be had, and jPrinted and Published by The Pioneer Press (G. W. Poors

orders should be placed at once.

and Co., Ltd.), 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.



