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Views and Opinions.
Kidnapping.

Kidnapping as an occupation had nothing origin
ally to do with the capture of children. When in the 
palmy days of the sixteenth century Christians re
vived the almost dead slave trade, children were not 
a very marketable commodity. At a later date, a 
little more than a hundred years ago, in Christian 
England, when the factory system made them profit
able, they were very useful to their Christian owners, 
but in the sixteenth century it was adults that were 
wanted. That, however, is another story. It is in 
quite recent times that kidnapping— in its most 
literal, if slangy sense, has become a very live in
dustry in the Christian Church. Christians of every 
denomination have awakened to the fact that “  to 
capture the kids ”  is one of the most vital of their 
needs. One church near London has, I see, even 
Rone to the length of starting a children’s church, 
in which the youngsters have their own special per
formance run by themselves. That is rather a clever 
move. Karl Groos has shown very clearly that the 
play of children is mainly a form of preparation for 
adult activities, and it is evidently hoped that if 
children can be brought to play at keeping church, 
when they grow up the childish pastime will take 
°n a more serious form, and they will combine to 
keep a full-blown parson in whole-time employment. 
In many of these things it is habit that does the 
trick. It is quite certain that if an educated adult 
saw for the first time the pantomimic performance 
°f a High Church or Roman Catholic ceremony he 
would hardly be able to keep a straight face. But 
the most amusing of comedies pall if we see them 
often enough, and when from childhood we have 
been used to seeing absurdities, while maintaining 
the utmost solemnity, our lengthy training is not 
without its effect.

*  *  #

A  Modern Trade.
There is a complete philosophy of religion locked 

llP in this religious kidnapping. And there is a 
Philosophy of civilization embodied in the lot of 
those who are fortunate enough to escape the 
Priestly net. To begin with, as I have already noted, 
the phenomenon is a modern one. If you turn back 
to the golden age of religion you do not find any 
special attention paid to children. Of course, chil

dren as such must always have appealed to men 
and women of sensitive natures. And even the 
roughest will often have a soft spot where ■ the 
kiddies are concerned. Nature does her work too 
thoroughly for this not to be so. But there is no 
special attention paid to them as religious subjects. 
There arc initiation ceremonies among all primitive 
peoples, and we have this continued with the con
firmation of the Christian Church, but this belongs 
to adolesence, not to the earlier age. You do not 
find Christians— until quite modern times— clamour
ing for a religious atmosphere in which children 
shall be educated, nor do you find priests and parsons 
paying any special attention to the religious educa
tion of children. And the reason for this is fairly 
obvious. In earlier times the atmosphere, social and 
domestic, is itself religious. The home life is 
saturated with religion, and the priest is more power
ful there than the parent. Outside the home it is 
the same. The mental atmosphere that prevails 
suggests no doubt as to the truth of religion. There 
is no need for the clergy to guard the young against 
the infection of anti-Christian teaching. Society it
self is guarantor against that. It sees to it that 
the child is delivered over to the priest with no 
mental prepossessions against his teaching. The 
difficulty then was not to keep people religious, the 
difficulty was to get them to be non-religious.

* # *

Religion and Environment.
It is a change in the quality of the social environ

ment that introduces religious kidnapping The de
velopment of a saner and sounder knowledge of the 
world sets up a line of cleavage between inherited 
religion and contemporary life. Hitherto the influ
ence of social life has tended to confirm religious 
teaching. From the Renaissance onward it cuts 
directly across it. The cosinical teachings of the 
Church are undermined by developing geographical 
and astronomical knowledge. Chemistry and physics 
depreciates the belief in magic. Closer attention to 
social phenomena lifts morals out of the control of 
religious organizations. A  knowledge of the reli
gions of the world destroys the idea that there is 
anything peculiar or specially valuable about Chris
tian doctrines and beliefs. For centuries the 
Church had managed to so control the environment 
as to prevent changes that seriously threatened its 
dominance. But for the past three hundred years 
every substantial change in the environment lias 
meant a weakening of religious influence. So far has 
this gone that to-day the interference of the clergy 
in social life is not based so much upon an avowed 
religious mandate as on an alleged concern with 
social processes and consequences. The standard has 
thus been completely reversed. We are not asked 
so frequently to adapt our social life to the demands 
of religion, as we are urged to review our religious 
beliefs in the light of social necessities. Modem life, 
when its tendencies are permitted to express them
selves openly and plainly, make for the destruction of
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Christian beliefs. And the clergy know it. Religion 
becomes more and more an artificiality kept alive by 
methods that are more or less discreditable.

*  *  *

The Decay of Religion.
It is not difficult to find proofs of what has been 

said. It is a common complaint with all churches 
that when their members move into new districts 
they often cease to attend Church, and sometimes 
drop their religion altogether. In other ages people 
took with them their religion as they took their house
hold goods. It was part of their life and could not be 
shaken off with a change of habitat. The Church 
did not have to hunt for the man, the man sought the 
Church. To-day the religionist is often much like a 
tieket-of-leave man— he will report himself only so 
long as he feels sure lie will be discovered. There is, 
again, the complaint that the desire for Sunday travel, 
for games, for amusement is robbing people of the 
Church-going habit. There is no reason to doubt this 
being the case, but it is only another way of em
phasizing the fact that religion is being pushed into 
the background, and no longer dominates people as 
it once did. The growth of the spirit of toleration in 
religion is only one more illustration of the same 
truth. Never in the whole history of the world has 
a people who believed their religion to be of first- 
rate importance been tolerant of unbelief. It is only 
when it is accepted as a settled fact that whether a 
man believes in a God or not is of small consequence 
at the side of the question whether he discharges his 
duty as a citizen that toleration begins to show itself. 
Toleration in religion is only another name for in
difference.

* * #
Religion and the Child.

The upshot of all this is that the clergy have been 
driven to the realization of the truth that if they arc 
to maintain anything of a hold on the adult they must 
secure a grip on the child. Otherwise they will be 
powerless against the cumulative influences of an 
environment that is increasingly anti-religious. In 
no subject other than religion is there a frantic haste 
to cram a child; in no other subject is there so much 
talk of the necessity for a correct atmosphere. In 
every direction except religion, instructions waits on 
the growing capacity of a child; in religion it must 
forestall it. I have never known, and doubt if any
one else has, of a single individual who has managed 
to escape religious instruction in his youth, and who 
has become religious after reaching maturity. Clients 
must be bred for Church or chapel if they are to be 
obtained. That is the plain truth of the situation. 
The fight of the churches for the children is a fight 
for clients and for revenue. Of course, this is putting 
the matter very brutally, and it is quite possible 
that large numbers of the clergy deceive themselves 
by the language they use quite as much as they do 
other people. And it may well happen that the opera
tion of this particular phase or self-interest is dis
guised from the majority by the professed concern 
for the future of the child, the need for a healthy 
sense of citizenship, etc. And that in spite of the 
now generally admitted fact that a good character, 
sound morality, and a healthy sense of citizenship 
exists apart from any religious belief whatsoever.

* * #
The Secularizing of Life.

The secularization of the schools is, after all, only 
one phase of the progressive secularization of life, 
and it is against that the clergy are really fighting. 
Religion, says one school of anthropologists, springs 
from the collective life of primitive peoples, and 
expresses their social ideals. , That certain!}' ex

presses a truth, if it is not the whole truth. It is 
clear that in all primitive communties belief in the 
supernatural so saturates life that all institutions and 
customs are coloured by it. It thus happens that the 
established beliefs are enforced by the existing social 
life. But with the belief in the supernatural there 
is no real growth, there is only a process of retreat 
in the face of advancing knowledge. With every 
change in man’s knowledge of the world and in Ins 
conception of social duty there is a corresponding 
reaction on his religious beliefs. But, again, all 
knowledge is in the one direction. It is awTay from 
the supernatural. The medicine man, the priest, the 
parson, is thus everywhere up against the same 
problem— how to retain the belief in primitive super
stitions in an environment to which they are 
thoroughly ill-adapted. It is to create an artificial 
environment that there is in civilized societies so sharp 
a line of demarcation between the secular and the 
profane, between the spiritual and the material. The 
retention of old forms of dress, obsolete turns of 
speech, old -customs, etc., in religious ceremonies are 
all so many instances of this. The fight for the 
child is another. It is a move to give the mind of 
the child an initial bent before the modern en
vironment has seized it. The Secularization of life 
is going on everywhere around us. The move for 
the secularization of the schools is only a special 
example of a general movement. The secularization 
of the home must follow. It will mean that religion 
will have to depend upon an appeal to the adult 
intelligence. And its chance of success in that direc
tion is not likely to fill any Freethinker with serious 
misgivings. C hapm an  C o h e n .

A Spiritual Gift.

(Continued from page 387.)

W ithout a moment’s hesitation we declare that the 
New Testament conception of the Church as the 
throne on which Jesus sits as Eord for ever is not 
consistent with reason, low or high. It is a concep
tion of which reason not only entirely disapproves, 
but which it boldly condemns as absolutely and 
ruinously false. Mr. Wiseman is so proud of the 
theological view of the nature and mission of the 
Church that lie constantly thinks of it as occupying 
a position altogether too exalted for the reason ever 
to be “ able to get there.’ ’ As a matter of fact, 
however, reason has actually got there, and no 
sooner was it there than it discovered the utter empti
ness of the very terms employed to describe the 
Church and Christianity. Reason and faith have 
always been enemies. Reason is not a supernaturalist. 
It confines its attention to the things of this world 
alone and knows nothing of any other. If this is 
true unutterably absurd is Mr. Wiseman’s following 
statement:—

When a man says to me it must be arrived at by 
human reason, and if it is not it can have no com
pulsion, 1 say I cannot agree with you. First of 
all, 1 have to beware of prejudice. Secondly, there 
is the teaching of the Scripture, that has been con
firmed by experience, that the mind of man is sin- 
darkened, somehow or other not at liberty to make 
its great ventures, utter its great convictions. As 
I was saying, it is not yet clear what it will be 
able to arrive at. There is all the evidence which 
the mind requires to come to a satisfactory con
clusion, but because it is so vital it is given to us 
in advance of that great day of the consummation 
when you and I are gathered to our fathers. I 
dare say it may be many generations before the
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human unaided mind can come at the great truth 
with all its implications, but I don't want to wait.

It is perfectly true that human reason has been 
growing and improving both in quantity and quality 
all through the ages, but it does not follow that at 
any time it was unable to show its possessors the 
way of life. Even Mr. Wiseman reluctantly admits 
that ultimately it may come unaided at the great 
truth revealed in the Christian Gospel; but he is not 
quite sure about it. As for himself he prefers, to 
trust the Pauline way of salvation. We differ from 
him fundamentally and declare with the utmost 
assurance that reason will never come at the truth 
of the Christian Gospel, because from its very nature 
't has always been and is bound to regard it not 
as truth, but as falsehood. In the sermon under re
view, Mr. Wiseman completely ignores that fact. 
One section of Freethinkers prefer to be known as 
Rationalists, in order, perhaps, to emphasize the fact 
that they adopt and seek to advocate the claims of 
reason, instead of those of faith. Mr. Wiseman, on 
the contrary, wholeheartedly follows and energeti
cally advocates the claims of faith, which proves 
that, whatever he may say about it, he is not a 
friend of reason. .And he makes on this and other 
Points the most anti-rational claims conceivable, 
f'ake the following sentences : —

So the Spirit is given to us, and enables us to 
say what is consistent with eternal truth and to 
arrive by the short process of his own inspiration 
at the great truth of all the ages which the con
summation will declare. It is only that we arc be
fore the time. That is the point. We are illumina
tions, as well as illumined. We have received the 
Spirit if we say Jesus is Lord.

According to that passage Christianity is not to 
endure. A  time is coming when reason will supplant 
it, mount to its throne and reign in its place for 
ever. Is that the view that usually holds sway in 
Methodism to-day? Is it the new orthodoxy, or can 
it be found in any of the great John Wesley’s 
sermons? Mr. Wiseman imagines himself preaching 
to a promiscuous gathering in Hyde Park. If well- 
known cranks are absent the hearers will go with him 
a fairly long way. He assumes that when lie de
scribes Jesus as a great teacher whose great com
mandments should be observed by all, his crowd will 
not be split up. At last he ventures to exclaim : 
“  And, gentlemen, this Jesus is Lord of all.”  At 
this point the crowd and he become at loggerhead. 
They say : “  No, we are not ready for that. We 
can’t follow you there. Can’t you be content with 
what we have agreed upon ” ? and he replies : “  No, 
personally, I can’t. I have not got the driving 
power for the new time. I have not got the con
fession of allegiance that is going to bring in the 
kingdom.” Mr. Wiseman forgets that Christianity 
has been in the world for two thousand years, and 
that during the whole of that time the confession of 
allegiance was fervently made by countless myriads, 
hut that the promised kingdom never came. Why, 
the world has never been washed in the blood of the 
Famb and made clean. Jesus is also called the 
Prince of Peace, a name he has never honoured in 
any. part of the world, even for one hundred years. 
He is the Saviour who has never saved. The world 
is religiously as wicked and as hopelessly lost to-day 
as it was when he is supposed to have lived.

Toward the end of his discourse Air. Wiseman ad
dressed his large congregation in the following 
terms : —

Am I going to say no one is a Christian who 
has not received the spirit of Christ ? I decline to 
answer that question. To your own Master you 
stand or fall, but I am going to say this. If you

have uot made to 3’ourself the confession that Jesus 
is Lord you have fallen short of the best of which 
you yourself are capable. You have fallen short 
of God’s great purpose in creating you. You have 
fallen short of the capacity of a full self-realization. 
It is only in that confession made by the Spirit of 
God that it comes.

In that short extract several strange ideas 
find expression. It is surely false to aver 
that people fall short of the best of which they 
themselves are capable. Is it not undeniably true 
that all of us act as we are constitutionally bound to 
do? If we have fallen short of God’s great purpose 
in creating us, whose fault is that ? Surely not ours. 
It must have been God’s fault in not properly creat
ing us, for the purpose in view, and it is he alone 
who ought to be held responsible for it. If the 
Genesis story of creation is true, and doubtless Mr. 
Wiseman so regards it, it inevitably follows that 
as creator God was a stupendous failure. Man, his 
alleged masterpiece, stands out as a living witness 
against him. In the sermon before us a sadder light 
still is thrown on the Divine character. Realizing 
his full responsibility for the fallen and miserable 
condition of mankind God sent his only begotten Son 
down to earth to achieve their recreation through 
faith in himself as their Elder Brother. As already 
pointed out, God the Redeemer has not been a 
greater success than God the Creator.

Now, what remains for sensible people to do? 
Clearly to throw supernaturalism, in all its forms, 
entirely overboard as the most degrading and mis
leading of all our bugbears. The Church has so mis
handled the Bible as to make it the most mischievous 
and dangerous book in the world. A  Christian’s 
only chance lies in getting rid of it, or in learning 
to read it in the only natural way, and by the time 
he docs that his Christian belief will be a thing of the 
past. When the supernatural myths and legends are 
clean gone, and when all things are looked upon as" 
of the earth earthy, life will be so cleansed and 
exalted as to seem pre-eminently worth living. Then 
there will be no spiritual gifts from above, but a vast 
¡lumber of physical and mental gains, which will 
render life a joyous song and a source of blessing to 
all alike. J. T. L l o y d .

Fifty Years for Freethought.

Freedom is the 011c purport, wisely aimed at, or un
wisely, of all man’s struggles, toilings, and sufferings 
on this earth.—Thomas Carlyle.

You can do nothing much worth doing, in this world, 
without trouble; you can get nothing much worth hav
ing without expense.—Ruskiit.

Till with sound of trumpet,
Far, far off the daybreak call. — Walt Whitman.

“  H ats off to the veterans,”  said George Foote on 
a memorable occasion, and few Freethinkers will fail 
to assent to the rare praise of the “  Old Guard ”  as 
voiced by the famous and courageous leader of 
British Freethought. The veterans are the link be
tween the present and the past; that past of storm 
and peril, when the soldiers of Liberty arose almost 
every day to fight at enormous odds for bare exist
ence. In that time of stress, almost each day 
brought a new difficulty or a new danger. To be 
one of the “  Old Guard ”  is in itself an honour; for 
they never knew defeat or surrender. A few of them 
still remain amongst 11s; to shame our weakness, 
and to stimulate our courage. Of these veterans, 
few names are better known than that of our old 
friend and colleague, Mr. Arthur B. Moss, whose 
entertaining pen has so often written for these
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columns, and whose voice has been so familiar on 
the lecture-platform for two generations.

Born in London over seventy years ago, Mr. Moss 
joined the Freethought Movement in the “  stormy 
seventies ”  of the last century. When quite a young 
man, he saw that in Freethought alone was there 
any hope for Democracy. No man in the Movement 
ever set to work more vigorously to qualify himself 
for teaching his fellows, and few have waged the 
good fight with more ability and tenacity. Starting 
life as a clerk, he afterwards became a journalist, 
and educated himself not only in the world of books, 
but also in the book of the world. His knowledge 
of Freethought literature is as remarkable as his 
power of debate; while his keen sense of humour 
saves him from any tendency to dullness, and his 
plain common sense enables him to meet with ease 
the platitudes of clerical triflers who almost invari
ably imagine a mere lecturer can be put aside by an 
assumption of University insolence. As a writer, 
Mr. Moss’s output of books and pamphlets is 
far from negligible on the Freethought side. Nor 
has he confined himself to purely propagandist effort, 
for, now and again, literature and the drama have 
beckoned him. In several plays he has displayed 
a playwright’s capacity, which under happier condi
tions, would have secured for him general recognition 
from the theatrical world.

Air. Moss’s journalistic career has been of immense 
benefit to him. It brought him into close contact 
with all phases of life in the greatest city in the 
world, and the mysteries of modern Babylon are 
no more secrets to him than they were to Dickens, 
one of the greatest social reformers who ever lived, 
and as ardent a radical as William Cobbett. Years 
ago, Mr. Moss accompanied George R. Sims and 
Fred Barnard, the artist, in their memorable travels 
through London’s sombre underworld, and helped 
to prepare the material out of which Sims wrote 
his famous work, How the Poor Live, a book which 
startled quiet, comfortable folk in sheltered homes, 
and paved the way for legislative effort. Indeed, 
there are few phrases of life in a great city with 
which Mr. Moss is unacquainted, for his duties as 
an official under the old London School Board gave 
him unique opportunities for seeing the so-called 
“  homes ”  of British citizens, which too often were 
sepulchres without the whitewash.

The outstanding features of Mr. Moss’s busy 
career are his courage and tenacity. His Freethought 
was not a midsummer madness. He has fought the 
good fight under three leaders, Bradlaugh, Foote, 
and Cohen. A  tireless worker, he has delivered thou
sands of lectures, taken part in scores of debates, 
and written a number of books and pamphlets. And 
these, be it remembered, have all been undertaken 
in the scant leisure of a very busy life. Nor has it 
been “  roses all the w ay.”  More than once he has 
conic into conflict with the authorities on account 
of bis Freethought opinions. I11 exercise of his 
right as an elector, Mr. Moss asked a member of 
Parliament to support Bradlaugh’s Oaths Bill. The 
member was a sneak as well as a Christian, for he 
asked the School Board to dismiss Mr. Moss for 
being a wicked infidel. The result was that the 
naughty attendance officer was prohibited from lec
turing and even advertising ' his own books. Mr. 
Moss promptly insisted on a hearing, and won the 
day after delivering a powerful speech before the 
Board, which led to the rescinding of the resolution. 
Nor is this all, for the tireless Freethought advocate 
carried the war into the enemy’s camp by entering 
municipal life, and as a Councillor defending the 
principles he loved, and to which he had devoted 
his long life.

It will be noted that Mr. Moss’s courage is not 
noisy. There is nothing of Donnybrook Fair about 
it. Physical courage, especially in crowds, is cheap 
and common enough. . Millions of men wi.l fight 
and die for almost anything or nothing. But moral 
courage is very rare. Few men are able to stand 
against a mob; fewer still are able to stand, ani
mated solely by principles, against an enraged and 
bigoted community. Mr. Arthur Moss is one of that 
select company. When he stands for what he sees 
to be truth, he is as steadfast as a hill, and nearly 
as quiet in his resistance. He has never asked what 
he will lose by so doing. The satisfaction of his 
conscience is his sole reward. For fifty years o f’ 
virile manhood he has never wavered in holding aloft 
the banner of Freethought. And for this, if f°r 
nothing else, let this brave veteran be honoured.

If Freethinkers need any example to stir them on 
to give themselves in their great cause they will find 
it in this quiet harvest of a laborious life. There 
may be men and women among us to-day who are 
asking, perhaps with a note of complaint, whether 
they have not done their share, and whether the 
time has not come for others to take a turn. Such 
questions are never asked by the men and women 
who count in the history of Freedom. They go on 
giving themselves because the spirit of duty and of 
loyalty is within them. Pre-eminently such is he 
whom we mention to-day. Arthur Moss has given 
half a century’s work for Freethought. In age men’s 
minds are apt to get indurated against new ideas. 
Not so with Comrade Moss. His gaze is ever to
wards the future. A  Freethinker from the crown 
of his head to the soles of his feet, and a practical 
Humanitarian, he is a public benefactor. In that 
respect we do well to honour him. “  Hats off to the 
veteran.”  MimnermuS.

The Gospel History a Fabrication.

A cosiDERABi.E time has now elapsed since I first 
heard of “  the passing of Jesus ”  but in looking 
around for signs of the event, I can see little to 
indicate that “  the passing ”  has gone beyond the 
initial stage : and this small result is due mainly to 
“  Biblical criticism ”  chiefly from the pens of a few 
scholars amongst the advanced clergy.

There is a falling off, certainly, in the attendance 
at places of worship; but the causes which operate 
in this matter are manifold, and do not, I think, often 
include the belief that the Gospel “  history ”  is un
true. In the religious press the results of Biblical 
criticism are minimised or misrepresented, and only 
one, here and there, studies the subject with an eye 
to truth. To the vast majority of Christians the 
New Testament is “  the word of God ”  still, however 
qualified. They have no idea that the Gospels con
tain within themselves sufficient evidence to prove 
to any unprejudiced reader that they are merely a 
collection of fictitious stories written originally by 
nobody knows whom. In the present series of papers, 
I propose simply to make a selection from those 
narratives, and show, as I have just stated, that they 
are one and all ancient Christian fabrications.

Old T estament P rophecy.

By the above heading is meant the deliberate mis
representations made by the Gospel writers that 
Jesus Christ was the subject of Old Testament 
“  prophecy.”  Over and over again, throughout the 
four Gospels, the teacher Jesus is represented aS 
doing this, that, or the other, in order that ‘ the 
scripiurc might be fulfilled, which saitli,”  etc., ant
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m every instance, without a single exception, the 
Old Testament passage which is quoted had no more 
reference to the Christian Saviour than to the man 
m the moon. The following are a few examples : —

1. The Virgin Mary, we are told, “  was found with
child by the Holy Ghost...... that it might be fulfilled
tvhich was spoken by the Ford through the prophet, 
^ying, Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
“  Immanuel ”  (Matt. i. 18-23).

This quotation is correct so far as it goes, save 
that the Hebrew word translated “  virgin ”  denotes 
nothing more than “  young woman.”  Turning now 
to the Old Testament narrative, we find that when 
Bozin King of Damascus and Pekah King of Samaria 
were about to unite their forces against Aliaz King 
°f Judah, Isaiah appeared before the last-named 
king, and told him to have no fear, for the designs 
°f the two hostile kings would come to naught, after 
which he gave him a sign. This was : that a “  young 
woman ”  should conceive, and bear a son, and that 
before the child should be of an age to discern good 
from evil, or even to say “  my father ”  and “  my 
mother,”  the countries ruled over by the allied kings 
should be over-run by the Assyrians, and the “  riches 
°f Damascus and the spoil of Samaria ”  should be 
carried away by the king of Assyria. This child, as 
fhe context shows, was the prophet’s own son, whose 
name, upon second thoughts, Yahweh decided should 
be “  speed spoil, hasten prey.”  “  Immanuel ”  was a 
Pot name for the people of Judah (Isaiah vii. 14-16; 
vi»-, 3, 4, 8).

2. Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem because “  it 
was written by the prophet ”  that out of Bethlehem 
should come a governor who should rule over Israel 
(Matt. ii., 6). Just so; and it was further predicted 
that this ruler— like a second David, “  from of old, 
from ancient days ” — should deliver the Israelites of 
that day from the Assyrians, when the latter invaded 
Judaea (Micah v. 2-7).

8. The child Jesus was taken by his parents to 
Fgypt “  that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of 
Fgypt did I call my son ”  (Matt. ii. 14-15). The 
quotation is taken from Hosea xi. 1, and reads:—  

When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and 
called my son out of Egypt.

The reference, it is scarcely necessary to say, is to 
the people of Israel, who when young as a nation, 
were called by the god, Yahweh, out of the bondage 
°f Egypt.

4- A  massacre of babies, it is stated, took place in 
Bethlehem in fulfilment of “  that which was spoken 
by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, A  voice was heard 
hi Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel 
Weeping for her children; and she would not be 
comforted, because they are not ”  (Matt. ii. 17-18). 
the quotation is correct, though how “  Ramah ” 

could mean “  Bethlehem ”  it would puzzle anyone 
save a Christian reconciler to say. Turning now to 
the passage in the Book of Jeremiah, we see that 
the reference in that book is not to a massacre of 
infants, but to sons and daughters who had been 
carried away into captivity. Of this fact the Gospel 
writer was perfectly aware; for Jeremiah, to comfort 
the mothers of Israel, goes on to say : —

Thus saitli the Lord : Refrain thy voice from
weeping, and thine eyes from tears;...... they shall
come again from the land of the enemy...... thy chil
dren • shall come again to their own border ”  (Jcr. 
x x x i. 15-17).

Further examples of these so-called. “  prophecies ” 
are unnecessary. Similar misrepresentations, num
bering perhaps forty or more, are to be found in the 
Eospels and the Book of the Acts, though in some

three or four cases the same quotations are repeated 
in a second or third Gospel. In every case these 
pseudo-prophecies are declared to have received their 
fulfilment in Jesus Christ, or his apostles, or people 
in his days; but, needless to say, not one of the 
whole' batch has the smallest reference to Jesus or 
to his time.

Looking now at the articles just cited, there 
cannot, I think, be the slightest doubt but that the 
Gospel writers knew perfectly well that they were 
perpetrating an atrocious fraud, and did so deli
berately. This kind of deceit these pious Christian 
teachers doubtless believed they could practise with 
impunity, for very few of the common people had 
any acquaintance with Greek letters, and fewer still 
had access to MSS. of the Greek Septuagint. Even 
if the worst happened, the passages quoted in the 
Gospels could be found in the book named, so the 
fraudulent writers had no fear as to the result.

Setting aside, however, for the moment this mis
representation, the question to be considered i s : 
Are the incidents already noticed historical ? Is it 
a fact of history that a virgin “  was found with 
ch ild ”  by no other agency than that of the Holy 
Ghost ? Were a number of babies massacred at 
Bethlehem by order of Herod the Great? And did 
the parents of Jesus go to Egypt to escape this mas
sacre? Now, if the alleged Gospel events are 
strictly historical, one might easily imagine the 
writer selecting certain Old Testament passages, and 
saying that these were fulfilled by Jesus Christ. 
But, if the Gospel stories are pure fiction (as they 
can be shown to be), those stories must have been 
suggested to the writer by something. Now, what 
could be more likely to do so than the passages 
which the Gospel writer had noticed in the Old Tes
tament, and copied out as predictions to be fulfilled 
in the history of the Christian Saviour? To further 
illustrate this point I must take another example 
from the Gospels.

Psalm xxii. was regarded by all the early Christians 
as referring to Jesus Christ. Verse 18 reads : “  They 
part my garments among them, and upon my vesture 
do they cast lots.”  Now this having been predicted 
of Jesus (from the evangelistic point of view), it is 
interesting to note that Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
in their accounts of the Crucifixion, say of the Roman 
soldiers, “  they parted his garments among them, 
casting lots.”  I have no hesitation in saying that 
this statement would never have appeared in the 
Gospels but for its presence in Psalm xxii. I will 
now go a step farther. The two sentences— “  They 
part my garments among them ” — “  upon my vesture 
do they cast lots ” — form an example of synonymous 
parallelism peculiar to Hebrew poetry. This con
sists of two sentences which express the same ideas 
in slightly different terms. In the present example, 
the second sentence— “  upon my vesture do they cast 
lots ” — is but a repetition in a varied form of the 
first— “  They part my garments among them ” — the 
“  vesture ”  being but another name for the “  gar
ments,”  and the "  parting ”  or division being made 
by “  casting lots.”

Now the writer of the Fourth Gospel took the 
“  vesture ”  to be distinct from the “  garments,”  and 
the “ parting ”  and “  casting lots ”  to be separate 
acts. Hence, in accordance with this erroneous 
view, he completely alters the narrative. He says 
(John xix. 23-24) : —

The soldiers, therefore, when they had crucified 
Jesus, took his garments, and made four parts, to 
every soldier a p art; and also the coat; now the coat 
was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 
They said therefore one to anoiher, Let us not rend 
it, but east lots for it, whose it shall be : that the 
scripture might be fulfilled, which saitli, They parted
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my garments among- them, and upon my vesture did 
they cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers 
did’.

Here, I think, we can safely say, “  These things 
therefore the soldiers did not.”  The other three 
evangelists took their accounts from an older Gospel, 
and simply followed their copy, which said nothing 
of the fulfilment of prophecy in this case. The 
writer of the Fourth Gospel, however, happened to 
know the Old Testament source of the “  parting of 
the garments,”  and he piously fabricated an incident 
which he considered a better fulfilment of the pas
sage, as he understood it. The giving Jesus a seam
less coat that could not be divided was certainly 
ingenious, as was also the giving his Saviour so many 
garments. A  complete suit in that day comprised 
but two— an outer garment and an under one. Peter, 
and probably Jesus also, only wore one (Matt. x. 10; 
John xxi. 7)— and no shoes.

My theory respecting the origin of a large number 
of the Gospel narratives does not, of course, in any 
way affect the fraud of the original Gospel writers, 
in falsely representing alleged events in the life of 
Jesus Christ as fulfilling Old Testament prophecies. 
These systematic frauds are incontrovertible, and 
show, amongst other matters, the immoral and un
trustworthy character of those writers, as well as 
completely disproving, once for all, the claim so often 
made for them by ignorant Christian advocates—  
that of writing their narratives under the influence 
of the “  spirit of God.”  A bracadabra.

Acid Drops.

A discussion on Spiritualism by Sir Arthur Keith and 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has been running through the 
columns of the Morning l ’ost. “  Discussion ”  is more 
of a courtesy title than anything else for the reason 
that the two never come within hitting distance of 
each other. Sir Arthur Keith naturally confines himself 
to the question of whether there is any evidence that 
can be called scientific in support of .Spiritualism, and 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle brings out his usual stock of 
cases, oblivious to the fact that the evidence on their 
behalf is of the weakest possible character, and ready 
to accept anything and everything that comes to him 
through the alleged medium of the seance. Over and 
over again Sir Arthur Keith makes a gallant attempt 
to bring the other Sir Arthur into the ring and fight, as 
he expresses it, under Queensberry rules. But one might 
as well try to fight with one of the ghosts whose exist
ence is the subject matter of the “  debate.”

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle has an infallible faith in the 
veracity of the senses, when they support the Spiritualis
tic case, but a very poor faith in human reason when it 
points out how fallible our senses arc, and how sus
picious their testimony is when the matter is one in 
which our feelings are strongly interested. What Sir 
Arthur Keith asks for is verification under scientific 
test conditions of the cases cited by Sir Arthur. The 
other .Sir Arthur replies that we must let the spirits 
do as the}- please, take what they give, and be thankful. 
.Sir A . K . points out that the finest and the most com
plete Spiritualists in the world are the Australian 
aborigines, whose whole life is governed by the presence 
of the spirit world. Sir A. C. I), takes no notice, and 
sim ply repeats that very many eminent men have 
been satisfied with the genuineness of the phenomena, 
and takes not the slightest heed of the fact that the 
different people witnessing the same phenomena come to 
quite opposite conclusions, and that not even the 
genuineness of what goes on of necessity proves the truth 
of the Spiritualistic explanation. The debate reminds 
one of a duel between two men, armed with daggers,

but at fifty paces. They can see each other and that is 
about as near as they can get.

From the point of view of the attack Sir Arthur Keith 
seems to us to illustrate a fault upon which we have 
often dealt. He would be the first to admit that an 
examination of any subject, if it is to be profitable, 
requires something of an equipment. But in the ease 
of Spiritualism the evil is that on both sides, on that 
of the believer and on that of the unbeliever, it has been 
fatally easy for anyone to rush in without any special 
equipment whatever. On the strength of a few experi
ences the Spiritualist has accepted the explanation of 
“  Spirits ”  with all the avidity of an Australian 
aborigine and of one brought up under the influence 
of a creed such as Christianity. On the other hand, one 
who had no belief in spirits, has found it also fatally 
easy to get a few books dealing with the exposure of 
some grossly fraudulent mediums, and has set himself 
up as an expert on the other side. Again the simile of 
the dagger duel at fifty paces is applicable. The 
Spiritualist was unable to understand what was going 
on before his eyes, the anti-spiritualist, in ' his assump
tion that people believe in Spiritualism as a consequence 
of the performance of professional mediums, has failed 
to touch Spiritualistic believers. What was said might 
be true of the professionals, but it could not touch their 
own experience in their own homes, and often in their 
own persons.

Fraud and folly is there in profusion, and the man 
who sets out to demonstrate their presence has an easy 
task. The evidence against the probability— even the 
possibility— of survival after death, based on what we 
know of the nature of the human organ— is almost over
whelming. But one has to account, not for the pro
fessional medium, and for the easy deception of scienti
fic men whose education has not always been along 
lines that will enable them to detect what is going on 
before their eyes, but for the residuum that remains 
when all this has been cleared away. And we find an 
illustration of the need for this in Sir Arthur K eith’s 
rejection— among other things— of trance talking, auto
matic writing, and planchettc spinning as illusions. It 
is exactly these automatisms, and what Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle calls trance mediumship, which forms the 
foundation of the belief of ninety-five per cent, of 
Spiritualists. And the explanation of them in terms of 
rational science is fairly well known to all whose studies 
have carried them in the right direction. If we may use 
an analogy which fits the case fairly well, religion is 
not created by frauds of priests, the frauds of priests are 
made possible because of the misunderstandings of 
natural happenings on which religion is built. If none 
but those who have had an adequate training in psycho
logy, normal, abnormal, and morbid, were regarded as 
any authority whatever on such a subject as Spiritual
ism, there would soon be a change for the better in the 
character of the controversy. Meanwhile, we venture to 
suggest to Sir Arthur Keith that the so-called trante 
is real, automatic writing is real, crystal gazing is real— 
a beer bottle will do quite as well in the latter case, but 
they have no more to do with the agency of spirits 
than has the motion of the planets. And it was never an 
exposure of the fraudulent nature of witches and wizards 
that destroyed witchcraft, but a correct understanding of 
the facts upon which these built up their trade and 
their reputation.

Scots of a hundred years ago would start if they were 
able to read the current issues of the Weekly Scotsman, 
which has been publishing some very outspoken letters 
from its readers on the question of the Scottish Sabbath, 
that Sabbath which Mr. Ramsay Macdonald assured 
a religious gathering he would like to restore. A 
“  Fresh A ir Girl ”  writes that the air in a Church is 
generally stuffy, anil she generally comes away limp 
and tired. Another one describes the .Sabbath of his 
early years as one of misery, and a description with 
which most Scots will agree, if they speak truthfully-
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And we note an outspoken letter from A. Brown, which 
concludes with the straightforward attack upon the 
Christian superstition which we quoted in a recent 
“  Views and Opinions.”  Organized Frecthought should 
he much livelier in Scotland than it is.

The spirit of comedy lurks in most unlikely places, 
and one would not look for the light comedy of theology 
in the dull and prosaic pages of a trade paper entitled 
The Produce Markets Review. Slogans are fashionable 
and now take second place to Limericks. In the report 
before us we find that Lady Bowden, in the service of 
the Empire, recommends the eating of apples. In the 
myth-making of big business our trade contemporary, 
in a burst of skittishness remodels the old slogan and 
makes it read : Eat an Empire apple a day and help 
to keep the dole away, and also suggests that it may 
have been the apple that originally reduced Man to the 
state of unemployment. And thus the sacred stories of 
the Bible get mangled in the jaws of the trade machine. 
It would be a fascinating study and make an interesting 
book to compare the relative value of trade and theology 
as integrating forces in history providing that none of 
the religious fraternity had a hand in it.

“  Alpha of the Plough,”  in the Star, unconsciously 
wrote a good criticism of Christianity in his article, “  The 
Seventh Lap.”  He states : “  We find that we have often 
made ourselves uncommonly miserable in the present 
because of our fears that something would happen which 
generally did not happen.”  This neglect of the present 
goes hand in hand with the continual assertions of pious 
People about things that cannot be proved. Richard 
Jefferies in his reveries about bird life wrote one thing 
that leaves his position unchallenged even by the late 
W. H. Hudson. I11 his Pageant of Summer there is a 
passage, which, to read, stamps itself on the memory. 
He is writing of the indifference of birds during a storm, 
and, with a flash of insight he gives us : —

If but by reason and will I could reach the godlike 
calm and courage of what we so thoughtlessly call the 
timid turtle-dove, I should lead a nearly perfect life.

The black-bats of theology have nothing to be proud of 
in the exploitation of fear, and in this respect w’ear 
laurels that no men covet.

We notice that Messrs. Hodgson & Co., Auctioneers, 
bad for disposal a handsome set of Voltaire, 72 vols., 
from the library of the late Lord Justice Farwcll. Those 
thoughtless people who slander a mild deist, and at the 
same time have never read him, might pause to consider 
bis discreet popularity in this connection. Voltaire is 
not now “  caviare to the general,”  and in time we may 
find his ideas gaining popular acceptance in the same 
" a y  that Canon Barnes is unconsciously exploiting the 
ideas of Thomas Paine. We wish him every success in 
the propagation of common sense as cathedrals offer a 
wide field for work of this kind.

The State of Tennessee has adopted a text-book on 
biology which declares that no animals resembling the 
human species can be regarded as the source and origin 
of man. This jack-boot method of treating the matter 
is the least line of resistance, and involves less mental 
fatigue than a careful examination of the theories of 
Haeckel. Have we fallen or risen? The .State of Ten
nessee inclines us to think that its representatives have 
fallen so far that a return is hopeless— and Fallen Angels 
ls now only a subject for the stage and the medieval- 
minded— and apparently the State of Tennessee, to where, 
a* you will remember, many of our burnt-cork comedians 
Want to “  get back ”  or “  be there.”  Vive la bagatelle.

Two or three weeks ago we mentioned a remarkable 
communication given at a spiritualistic seance by the 
spirit of Commander Honner to Admiral Henderson.

The strikiug feature of the communication was that 
Commander Honner says he is still alive. It now tran
spires that the occurrence took place at the house of 
Mr. Dennis Bradley— who appears to be running a com
petition with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle as to who can 
believe most. Mr. Bradley now writes to the Daily 
News saying that the voice was quite genuine; he heard 
it himself, and there was no mistake about the name. 
But Mr. Bradley does not explain how it is that the 
spirit of a man who claims to be still living appeared 
at Mr. Bradley’s house. We say “  claims ”  to be still 
living, and denies that his spirit is wandering about the 
“  summerland.”  A ll we can say is that perhaps Com
mander Honner is mistaken. He is not alive at all. By 
all the laws and rules of evidential Spiritualism he is 
dead, and it is not likely that keen-witted examiners 
such as Air. Bradley are going to be deceived by a mere 
mortal who has the impudence— in face of a “  trumpet ”  
voice to say otherwise. If that kind of assertion is to 
be admitted our hopes of “  summerland ” are at an end. 
The Rev. Vale Owen may give up hopes of ever preach
ing in the Cathedral which has been erected for him 
in the “  summcrland,”  and the psychic bookshop may 
close its doors.

A very hot discussion is going on in the Irish Free 
State Senate over the introduction of a measure for the 
legalization of divorce. The Roman Catholic Church 
in Ireland, which does not care very much what degree 
of unhappiness and real immorality exists so long as 
both run on properly orthodox lines, opposes the grant
ing of any such right. As usual, the Roman Catholic 
champions appeal to the authority of the Church and 
the New Testament— the first of which came as near as 
it could get to destroying family life altogether, and the 
latter of which takes the lowest possible view of marriage. 
In this connection, however, a passage from a speech 
by Dr. W. B. Yeats, delivered in the Senate, is worth 
citing : —

The ecclesiastics who have spoken upon this ques
tion have all quoted a passage in St. Matthew upon 
divorce and marriage. There is not a scholar of any 
eminence in the world who considers the Gospels 
historical documents in the strict sense of those words. 
Their importance is devotional, not historical. They 
were written long after the events which they record; 
probably two generations after, and certainly when 
there was no living man who had heard the words or 
seen the events recorded, and they contradict one 
another on essential points, l'or an ecclesiastic to ask 
a statesman to base his legislation upon the assump
tion that any particular passage possesses historical 
validity is to appeal to public ignorance.

The statement that an appeal to the New Testament in 
order to settle controversies of social importance is an 
appeal to public ignorance is one that has a far wider 
application than the one it is used to cover. And we 
wish that some of our Christian Socialists would realize 
it. But it may be that they do realize it, and also that, 
as an appeal to ignorance is sure of a wider response than 
an appeal to knowledge and reflection, prefer it.

In a book entitled The Race Problem ami the Teaching 
oj Jesus Christ, the author, Mr. John S. Hoyland, argues 
that racial antagonism can be overcome by giving full 
activity to the principles of Christianity. This is full
blown optimism, but to maintain such a thesis is sheer 
obstinacy. Tested on the continent of America, the argu
ments falls to pieces— there is the road for the nigger 
and the pavement for the white man. Lynch law also 
makes skittles of this argument, and the author must 
know, if he knows Old England, that factions and feuds 
are as common in rural counties as blackberries are in 
September, in spite of the teachings of Jesus. How
ever, there is nothing like assurance, even if one main
tains that the earth is fiat, and, as Christianity is said 
to be a cure-all for everything, the being who split the 
world into continents and islands and then added a diver
sity of languages was a genius in jumbledom. That his 
followers on their principles pretend to straighten out 
the result only adds to the joke that is never seen by 
the mob with Christian axes to grind.



THE FREETHINKER June 28, 1925'408

What has happened to Dr. Oscar L evy? A  new 
edition of Neitzsche has just been issued, of which Dr. 
Levy is editor, and concerning which he contributes an 
article to the Observer. Hitherto all sane readers of 
Neitzsche have taken his anti-Christianity for granted. 
That was, indeed, inevitable, for his attitude toward 
Christianity was not only hostile, but contemptuously 
so. He denounced its “  slave morality ”  and wearied 
¡is with none of the vapourings about the deeper truths 
and lofty ideals embodied in Christianity, with which 
so many writers seek to disguise their departure from 
the current creed. He saw that Christianity was intel
lectually puerile and socially disastrous, and said so.

But according to Dr. Levy, who once said quite cor
rectly, that the first requisite of a great Freethinker 
was that he should be a great Freethinker and not a 
little one, this view of Neitzsche— which we understood 
was once his own, is a mistake. Dr. L evy now dis
covers that the anti-Christian was a profound Chris
tian, and cites, by reference only, as in support 
Aphorism 440 in the W ill to Power. But that has no 
reference to Christianity; it merely states that “ when 
morality— that is to say, refinement, prudence, bravery, 
and equity ”  have been stored up by a people they pro
duce effects in the sphere where honesty is so seldom 
present, the sphere of the intellect. Dr. Levy now 
assumes that Neitzsclie’s unflinching honesty was a pro
duct of Christian training. He says it is Neitzsclie’s 
“  long training in this religion ” — that is, in Chris
tianity, that we owe his sense of intellectual honesty. 
And that appears to us as purely absurd. Intellectual 
honesty is the one quality in which Christianity, doc
trinal and historical, is most conspicuously absent. It 
is the one thing that is never emphasized as of value. 
Right belief is impressed on all as of value, but it is 
not the right belief preached by the Buddha, but the 
right belief of unquestionable adherence to dogmatic 
propositions. So one can only ask, What has happened 
to Dr. L evy ? What makes him assume that the uncon
scious influence of Christianity has been in the direction 
of intellectual sincerity ? Neitzsche is too great a man 
to need such curious recommendations. And it is— we 
wonder when publicists will awaken to the fact— nothing 
short of an insult to accuse men of genius of being 
Christians without knowing. This kind of thing might 
well be left to the pulpit.

Dr. Levy uses *tlie expression “  the higher Christian
ity ,”  and it need to be said, once again, that in the 
sense of this being an original Christianity there is 
no such thing. Real Christianity, the beliefs of the 
Jesus of the New Testament, and of the earlier genera
tions of Christians, are so crude, so barbaric, and so 
antagonistic to a healthy morality that very few civilized 
people can be found who will express adherence to them. 
What is called the higher Christianity is not real Chris
tianity at all, but a form of belief that represents the 
original minus the barbarities and crudities Christians 
have been forced to drop, and plus the social and ethical 
teachings they have been forced to accept. One might 
as reasonably speak of the higher Ptolemic astronomy, 
after it has been revised in the light of the teachings of 
Copernicus. This kind of thing makes for anything 
but intellectual strength or moral courage.

By the way, a correspondent writes asking why we 
are so insistent on people using a certain term to de
scribe their position rather than others. It appears to 
him a war about words, and hardly worth bothering over. 
W ell, to put the matter as briefly as we can, it is be
cause we arc keenly apprehensive of the power the 
words have in the determination of thought. Clear 
thinking involves the use of precise language, and when 
a man gets in the habit of using words that are merely 
in the neighbourhood of what lie thinks, his thinking 
soon becomes coloured with the same quality. And 
when such words are deliberately chosen with a desire 
to avoid conflict with other people, the consequences

are equally disastrous to his moral strength. It is with 
the intellectual and moral qualities as it is with the 
physical ones, they gain in clearness and precision as 
they are constantly and profitably exercised. There was 
a certain strength and dignity about the narrowness of 
Puritanism during its best period because the Puritan, 
ridiculous as his beliefs were, refused to palter with 
their expression in the slightest degree. There is 
neither strength nor dignity about the present-day 
Christian, who is afraid to set out his beliefs in clear 
straightforward language. And that is the matter in 
a nutshell. The principle applies to all, Christian or 
non-Christian. It is not a question of “  mere words.”  
It is a question of keeping one’s intelligence in as clean 
and as healthy a state as is possible.

We referred last week to the Christian Chinese General 
who is now playing a prominent part in the Chinese 
troubles. Our readers will be interested in the follow
ing, which appeared in the press, and represents one of 
the orders issued to his troops :—

Shoot the enemy at long range until your ammuni
tion is exhausted. Then use your bayonet till it breaks. 
After that hammer them over the head with the butt 
of your rifle. When that splits, bite their ears off.

There is no doubting the Christian note in that order. 
It reminds one of some of the fighting bishops of the 
medieval period.

The House of Laity of the Church of England were 
discussing the other day the expunging of the damnatory 
clauses of the Athanasian creed. And it was with an 
unconscious humour that the mover of an amendment 
described it as a “  burning ”  question. But one of those 
present said that the clauses were the “  most terrible 
which had ever appeared,”  and Sir Edward Clarke said 
the Athanasian creed had spoilt for him the happiness of 
the services on the great festivals of the Church. We 
do not doubt this, in cither case. But the chief point 
to bear in mind appears to us that these brutal and 
savage clauses, which shock such men as Sir Edward 
Clarke are the products of Christianity, and if they have 
shocked him they have also shocked others. More than 
that, they and similar teachings emanating from the 
Christian Church arc largely responsible for the brutality 
and coarseness of manners which have been such dis
tinguishing features of Christian society.

In the end the matter of whether an uncertain pro
portion of the human race shall or shall not go “  into 
everlasting fire ”  was put to the vote, and by a majority 
it was decided that they shall. Now that is a very 
dreadful affair. To think that, probably, the majority 
of the human race are condemned to everlasting fire on 
a majority vote of the House of Laymen is very dis
tressing. And after deciding on that they all went 
home to supper and to bed, satisfied that they had done 
their duty to everyone, and that all would be well cared 
for during eternity. There is nothing like Christianity 
for breeding concern for one’s fellow.

e sec by numerous advertisements in the papers that 
“  °JE trol>b1es will disappear if we will only drink 
Worthington’s beer regularly. Another one has it that 
it we would only use the right kind of shaving soap 
— supplied by the advertiser— we should go off to our 
day’s work with a cheerful spirit, and get easily through 
our work. There are many scores of this kind of ad
vertiser, and the clergy belong to this gallant band. 
1 bus, the Rev. Maclean W att, of Glasgow, says the 

one thing that can make us all brighter, and better, 
ami happier, is the Church. It is exactly the same as 
Worthington and the shaving soap man. The only 
difference is the article that is supplied. If Dr. Maclean 
\\ att were a commercial traveller for Worthington we 
feel sure he would be able to use his present formula 
with only a slight verbal change.
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To Correspondents.

Those Subscribers who receive their copy 
or the “ Freethinker” in a GREEN WRAPPER 
will please take it that the renewal of their 
subscription is due. They will also oblige, it 
they do not want us to continue sending the 
Paper, by notifying us to that effect.
A. E. Thomas.—Sorry we are unable to use verses. Not up 

to standard.
1'- H. How and Others.—Pleased to have such general ap

preciation of our reply to Mr. Hamilton Fyfe. Still it is 
wise not to take these professional journalists too seriously.

E- W. Clark.— We are afraid that discussion on the reality 
of the Flood would not prove of interest to readers of the 
Freethinker. Rationalizing the Bible is the most hopeless 
of tasks. Taking the Bible for what it says, and read in 
the light of a fair knowledge of anthropology it is an 
interesting and an informing volume. In any other light 
it is of very questionable value.

C. K ennedy.—Thanks for securing new subscriber to the 
Freethinker. Every new one is a fresh help to the cause 
the paper serves.

T. Roberts.—Thanks for calling our attention to the Morn
ing Post articles. Mr. Cohen has dealt with the subject 
of Spiritualism in the two concluding chapters of his 
“  Other Side of Death.”

J. Sandford.—Year’s subscription for Freethinker received.
Pleased to know you think so highly of the,paper.

IT G arland.—G. W. Foote published some years ago a 
pamphlet dealing with theosophy, but it is now out of 
print. We believe that the two things that are making 
headway in England are Freethought and Roman Catho
licism. They represent the logical extremes, and there 
is a tendency in most things to divide in that manner in 
the end.

T. S.— A capital letter, but we are not surprised to know 
that, with others, it was not inserted. Still, we fancy 
from what we hear, that Mr. Hamilton Fyfe has learned 
his lesson.

Mr. I-'. F elGATKSTONE writes : “  All success to Air. James 
Taylor’s excellent inspiration given in your issue of the 
14th inst. I ‘ struck lucky ’ as soon as I made my private 
vow to pay for or obtain a reader.”  We arc glad to hear 
it, and hope that others will adopt Mr. Taylor’s sug
gestion with the same good result.

E. Smedley.— “  Development ”  is the name given by us 
to change in a particular direction. All that goes on in 
nature is change. It is we who give the value to change 
as it takes this or that turn. The language of Sir Oliver 
Lodge is that of a theologian, not that of a scientist. 
We are not responsible for the unpliilosophical language 
of certain biologists. We wish they wouldn’t, but we 
cannot do more.

G. W. IRVING.—Thanks. We were not nearly so severe as, 
we might have been, and with men of a better type. 
But one has to preserve a sense of proportion in these 
cases.

Mr. H. Woods points out that in his letter in last week’s 
issue, ‘ 1 cannot always tell a wonder story ”  should read 
“  you can always, etc.”  and “  his acts were miracles ”  
read “  his acts were not miracles.”

The "  Freethinker”  is supplied to the trade on sale or 
return. Any difficulty in securing copies should be at once 
reported to this office.

The Secular Society, Limited, office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C.4.

The National Secular Society’s office is at 62 Farringdon 
Street, London, E.C4.

Then the services of the National Secular Society in connec
tion with Secular Burial Services are required, all com
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, Miss 
E. M. Vance, giving as long notice as possible.

Lecture Notices must reach 61 Farringdon Street, London, 
E.C.4, by the first post Tuesday, or they will not be 
inserted.

Orders for literature should be sent to the Business Manager 
of the Pioneer Press, 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4, 
and not to the Editor.

dll Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to 
"  The Pioneer Press," and crossed "  Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Clerltenwell Branch."
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Letters for the Editor of the " Freethinker"  should be 
addressed to 61 Farringdon Street, London, E.C.4.

Friends who send us newspapers would enhance the favour 
by marking the passages to which they wish us to call 
attention.

The “  Freethinker"  will be forwarded direct from the pub
lishing office at the following rates (Home and Abroad) 
One year, 15s.; half year, qs. 6d.; three months, js. gd.

Sugar Plums,

We have to thank several correspondents who are 
taking the task of securing new readers for this paper 
in the right kind of spirit. Our late editor, G. W.
Foote, used to say that he dreamed of a time when the
Freethinker would show a sovereign profit at the end 
of a year. He did not realize that dream, but there is 
no reason why it should not be realized one day. It 
is still far off, but if our friends would take the job
seriously7 in hand, we might live long enough to see
that miracle accomplished. We do not know a Free- 
thought paper anywhere that does pay its way, but
Britain might lead the way. It is worth working for, 
anyway7.

The International Freethought Congress, which was to 
have taken place in Rome this year, w ill meet in Paris 
on August 15-18. A  general invitation to Freethinkers 
of all shades lias been issued, there will be the usual 
programme of papers, discussions, excursions, and a
public luncheon. Full particulars may be obtained 
from M. L. Van Brussel, 70 Rue du Canal, Louvain, 
Belgium.

A German correspondent writes :—

You will no doubt be interested to learn that ill
Germany we have at present about 3,000,000 organized 
Freethinkers. Besides many other Freethought organi
zations such as the Monistenbund, with Professor 
Ostwald as President, there exists an association of
Freethinkers for the promotion of burial by incinera
tion. At present the association has about 400,000 pay
ing members. The subscriptions are at the rate of 
twopence halfpenny, fourpence, and one shilling per 
month respectively, according to age, representing a 
kind of insurance premium. On the death of a mem
ber the association provides for everything in connec
tion with the cremation. An affidavit stating that the 
applicant desires to be cremated on his or her death 
has to be lodged with the association previous to liis 
enrolment as a member. It is a condition of member
ship that the applicant has by statutory declaration 
before the Lower Court severed his or her connection 
with that religious body he or she has been paying 
taxes to— we still have Church taxes in Germany which 
ceases after the declaration.

We are glad to learn that our fellow Freethinkers in 
Germany are so well organized. We have as many 
Freethinkers here as there arc in Germany, but they 
apparently lack the spirit of organization. Perhaps one 
day there will be an improvement in that respect.

Too late for last w eek’s issue we were asked to an
nounce that the West Ham Branch has arranged an 
excursion for Broxbourne for to-day (June 28). The 
train will leave Stratford Station at 10.25. Tea will be 
provided. Mr. Warner, senior, has volunteered to act 
as guide. A ll Freethinkers and their friends are wel
come.

The nature of God, immortality, the being of the 
soul and its connection with the body, are eternal pro
blems, wherein the philosophers are unable to give us 
any further knowledge.— Goethe.

One man finds pleasures in improving liis land, another 
his horses. My pleasure lies in seeing that I myself grow 
better day by7 day.— Socrates.
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Dr. Johnson and Freethought.

F ew  questions in literary criticism have been con
tested so hotly or so long as that of the respective 
merits of Johnson and Boswell. Yet the impartial 
observer may wonder that so much pertinacity is 
shown in the controversy, when it is remembered that 
none of Johnson’s works retain any vitality to-day. 
His fame rests upon one book, and his case differs 
from those of Pcpys or Blackmore in that even that 
book is not his own.

But his champions, routed in one corner of the 
field, renew the contest in another. He is represented 
as the supreme example of the Christian literary man, 
and, as such, Freethinkers may be excused if they 
investigate his character with a greater care, and pass 
judgment with less leniency, than is usually the case.

There can be no doubt that Johnson was sincerely 
and deeply religious. His only essay into fiction 
is a moral treatise masquerading as a novel; whilst 
his contributions to the journals of the day, his poems, 
letters, and prayers arc all pervaded with a gloomy 
melancholy. It would be interesting, albeit fruitless, 
to enquire whether he would have been a happier 
man if he had not been so religious : but Johnson 
without his religion is as unconceivable as Johnson 
without Boswell. Certainly, religion held for him 
more of mortification than of consolation.

Generally speaking, Johnson was a good Church 
of England man, with kindly leanings towards Rome. 
He claimed to have anticipated every argument which 
Hume advanced against Christianity and yet to have 
kept his faith. “  As to the Christian religion, sir,”  
he once told Boswell, “  besides the strong evidence 
which we have for it, there is a balance in its favour 
from the number of great men who have been con
vinced of its truth, after a serious consideration of the 
question.”  On another occasion lie said, “  No honest 
man can be a Deist : for no man could be so after
a fair examination of the proofs of Christianity.......
Hume owned to a clergyman in the bishopric of 
Durham that he had never read the New Testament 
with attention!” He believed in the influence of 
evil spirits upon men’s minds, and seems to have ad
mitted the possibility, at least, of witchcraft. Whilst 
declaring thgt the New Testament is “  the most diffi
cult book in the world,”  he expressed his conviction 
in the certainty of the Scriptures.

The idea of toleration was anathema to him. He 
admitted the right of liberty of conscience, but re
fused his assent to its corollary, liberty of talking and 
preaching. “  No member of a society,”  he declared, 
‘ ‘has a right to teach any doctrines contrary to what 
the society holds to be true,”  and added that the only 
way in which religious truth can be established is by 
martyrdom; whereupon Goldsmith made the pertinent 
remark that a man who deliberately courted martyr
dom was, in reality, a suicide.

Infidelity, which in Johnson’s day, was but another 
name for Deism, made him shudder. General Paoli 
once «asked him what lie thought of the spirit of in
fidelity which was then so rampant ? He replied that 
he believed that it was but a passing cloud, which 
would soon be dissipated. Freethinkers may take 
heart when we observe how Time has falsified his 
pious opinion, and may also find encouragement in 
the statement made by ‘ ‘ a person, originally a 
Quaker, but now, I am afraid, a Deist,”  that lie did 
not believe that there were in all England more than 
two hundred infidels.

On another occasion Johnson was good enough to 
state that, in his view, the character of an infidel was 
more detestable than that of a man guilty of an

atrocious crime, for the former would commit any 
crime if he felt so disposed.

Such remarks incline one to doubt whether the 
Doctor’s intellectual abilities were so great as we 
are asked to believe. But there is another side to his 
character which needs stressing. Not only was he 
intolerant, but he carried his intolerance to such 
lengths that he was often deliberately offensive. Bos
well more than once was the butt of his insulting 
remarks, but it is difficult to feel much sympathy for 
a man who had evidently more than a spice of toady
ism in his composition. But his cheap witticisms at 
the expense of Goldsmith are unforgettable— and un
forgivable. “  Sir, you are impertinent,”  he once 
shouted at the author -of The I'icar of Wakefield. 
Again, his lemark to .Sir Adam Ferguson is hardly 
compatible with the character of a gentleman. “  You, 
now,”  he said, “  would have been with a wench, had 
you not been here ” — then added in parenthesis, “  O ! 
I forgot yon were married !”

Is this the model which our authors are called upon 
to imitate? Is this blustering, dogmatic, brow-beating 
old lexicographer to be set on a pedestal for our 
admiration and worship? Surely it is time that we 
saw Johnson as he really was, and not through the 
mists in which his apologists have enveloped him. 
We have no time to spare for his books; his morality 
depresses, and his theology revolts us. In his life 
he does not appear to have been above the general 
level of conduct, and his opinions were a disgrace to 
a generation which knew Gibbon and Hume, Vol
taire and Rousseau.

Religious no doubt lie was, but let those who glory 
in his piety not forget his statement— surely one of 
the saddest and most revealing in literature— that he 
had never had a moment in which death was not 
terrible to him. E. Royston Pik e .

Under the Greenwood Tree.

An Intermezzo.
Under the greenwood tree
Who loves to lie with me
And tunc his merry note?.....

W e all do, I dare be sworn. The canopy, the ritual, 
the choir, the shimmering of the fretted windows of the 
woods, the dappled glades, the “  sombre boskage ”  
of the leafy month of June, mysterious harmony of 
light and shade and gentle motion, strange expectant 
stillnesses; or the wild misty blast from the solemn 
hill beyond rushing through “ the sweeping theatre 
of hanging woods ”  with pattering rain drops, have 
a refreshment and an appeal for all, that common 
“  impulse of a vernal wood, that unison of man and 
nature, that one “  immortal soul ”  which the im
posing but empty artifices, the pomp ancl circum
stance, savage sectarianism and pious prostration of 
church and creed can, at best, but divide and defer.

We were a small party of Espcrantists. Wc would 
be Freethinkers could we find a footing and a follow
ing. It was our picnic day. Since then the Firth of 
Clyde, with its bare capes and island hills, bright 
waters, wooded slopes and ravines of the mainland, 
have been basking in the sun, their skies without a 
cloud! Hundreds of motor-cars arc filled with 
“  unconscious ”  Freethinkers; beauty and pleasure, 
some on Bacchus bent, each in his own way “  break
ing Sunday ” ; the whole a wholesome protest against 
the irksome restrictions of the parson’s day— confound 
his impudence— and he frail as the worst, if disguised 
for his trade in suits of solemn black, uttering many 
a gospel groan, perhaps so insistent on righteousness 
from-a too painful sense of bis own unworthiness,
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the head and front of his offending being just that 
impossible perfection, that mock morality and super
stitious fear, which, if there were no other safe
guards in nature, would leave mankind in parlous 
and hopeless case indeed. The medicine man is still 
a power in the land, not always for good, and he is 
all too apt to overlook the purely secular and essen
tial qualities and activities of the tribe. To para
phrase Parnell: —

While these without his “  charms ”  suffice
To make men moral, good, and wise.

But to our interlude in Fairlic Glen : Our day was 
cloudy and gusty, with threatening rain, but, as it 
seemed, the more refreshing. We had come some 
ten miles in a wicked Sunday train. On our way 
up the woodland path we passed a grey ruin, at one 
end of which grew a giant stem of ivy with spread
ing fan of foliage. This we were told had been noted 
and sketched by “  Saladiu ”  on his charmed visit 
to the place. A  steep ravine on the right was the 
cradle of a little stream with a succession of cataracts 
wearing away the “  Old Red Sandstone,”  while cliffs 
of the same rose above us surmounted by sentinel 
trees. Tea over, an “  Invocation ”  was to have been 
read— after the manner of Voluey, or the present 
writer ! but the precious MSS had been left behind. 
It might have ran something like this: —

Samcdeauoj (samc-idea-ones, or comrades and 
friends) pilgrims of time and effort and hope— I will 
not say of eternity, .for nothing is eternal in a lasting 
shape and being but varying particles of an eternal 
All; pilgrims of time, to this-pleasing, anxious being 
still resigned, endeavouring to be happy, useful, good 
and wise, the leaves and grass and trees, the flowers, 
the stream and cataract, the lofty heavens, and all 
the gentle vale salute you, all are your kith and kin 
and patrimony, bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh, 
their beauty and deformity arc yours, their good and
bad, their savagery and gentleness. And so, alien 
town-dweller, you salute the fields and streams, rest 
upon the^bosom of nature, list the lullaby of the wind 
in the trees, the silvery music of the stream, while 
the rooted turf heaves gently as a mother’s breast; 
so all your childish frets and cares are soothed and 
lulled, your senses sleep till you waken, childlike, 
from refreshing rest as though in the arcady and 
paradise you had lost so long, and even ceased to 
seek for in your dull despair.

Someone owns this Eden : so many have “  owned ” 
it since the first possessor : They arc dust, and it 
possesses them. We arc allowed to enter here : what 
magnaminity in some being ephemeral as ourselves. 
But we salute him too, or return his salute, as free
men, not as slaves to a master, as equals to an equal : 
no more than this for this unearned superiority of 
his, but only, if by chance he hath it, for that greater 
nobility of nature which all men should do obeisance
to, even in a landless beggar. So his lordship is to
day entertaining illustrious company, peaceful but 
Proud, assertive but complaisant, seeking not their 
own at the moment from signatories of rank and 
Possession; respecting, yet smiling at man’s temporal 
clai m to eternal things; seeking rather to sweeten, 
widen, and ennoble the mind, which at last achieved, 
by knowledge and wisdom, mutual communal, inter- 
uational rights and understandings, by an inter
national form of speech Tike Esperanto, and by all 
other helps, and which at last may allow mankind 
lo make its paradise of what lias been too much and 
l°o long its hell upon earth. Room for the human 
sPuit; let its struggles sweeten the universal mind 
as these gracious shades have sweetened and awakened 
°»rs. A. Miij.ar.
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Mary-Worship.

M a r y , the mother of Jesus, made a very slight im
pression upon the mind of the early Christians. Those 
who knew her and her son, had eyes only for the 
latter, and as a result our first notices concerning her 
are extremely brief and bare. Two or three genera
tions later, however, Catholics began to regard this 
oblivion as an injury, and by and by they furnished 
Mary with a detailed biography, tracing her career 
from the moment of her spotless conception right up 
to the day when angel hands bore her off to heaver. 
There can be no doubt that Monasticism greatl/ 
assisted the triumph of Mary. The monks in the r 
lonely cells took her for their beloved, and pourel 
forth impassioned praises of her grace and beauty. 
Artists and sculptors vied with one another in pre
senting her under the most bewitching forms; and 
the modest maiden of Nazareth who went aforetime 
in her simple homespun kirtle to draw water at the 
village well, had her effigy enthroned on marble 
altars in sumptuous apparel and costly gems. With 
this growing interest in Mary there arose a belief in 
her transcendent spiritual worth, and thence a ten
dency to extol her as the mightiest of intercessors, 
and even to set her forth as an object of worship. 
Tauler, one of the most powerful and imaginative 
of pulpit orators, terms her “  the daughter of the 
Father, the mother of the Son, and the bride of the 
H0I5' Spirit, the queen of heaven, the lady of the 
world, and the intercessor of all those who implore 
her help ” ; and lie goes on to exclaim, “  She is the 
star that was to come out of Jacob, whose lustre im
parts light to the universe; accordingly in every dis
tress fix thy eyes upon Mary, and thou canst not 
despair; follow Mary and thou canst not miss thy

lilway.
Pius X ., in a Pastoral addressed to the French 

Catholics, and dated at Rome, January 6, 1907, ex
presses his trust that "  the Immaculate Virgin, 
Daughter of the Father, Mother of the Word, and 
Spouse of the Holy Ghost,”  will use her influence 
with “  the Most Holy and Adorable Trinity ” — the 
capitals are very suggestive— to procure better days 
for the Church in France.

Among speculative theologians the language is 
even stronger. It has been boldly affirmed that Mary 
is "  the complement of the Trinity ” ; and that by 
being assumed into the Godhead, she has made the 
Trinity into a Quarternity (see Pusey’s Eirenicon). 
There are other instances, where the supervention of 
indecency to blasphemy precludes quotation. What 
is most remarkable, however, is not the doctrine of 
divines concerning Mary but the practical effect which 
her exultation has had upon the popular mind. There 
is no doubt whatever that in Catholic countries she 
is a greater favourite than her son, and much more 
beloved by the people. She is the grand attraction 
of the Church, both in the West and in the Iiast, for 
she has perhaps a firmer footing in. the Greek Obedi
ence than in the Roman. What Tauler says about 
flying to her for help is the literal conduct of millions. 
The girl who has been betrayed and forsaken, the 
mother who lias lost her child, the sailor in peril on 
the deep, the merchant harassed in his affairs, even 
the malefactor and the harlot seeking success in their 
vile pursuits— one and all fly to Mary, feeling assured 
of her sympathy and assistance. She is an indulgent 
mother, ever ready to aid her children; full of com
passion for their failings; and skillful at turning away 
the wrath of their angry father. This is the catechism 
which ages of Catholic teaching and practice has 
written deep in the heart of believing multitudes, and

Why was woman created at all?—St. Augustine, Sermon on the Annunciation.
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it offers perhaps the greatest of all obstacles to the 
acceptance of the faith first delivered to the saints.

Strange and shocking as these perversions must 
appear to those privileged to live under the pure light 
of the Gospel, it is not difficult to explain how they 
came into existence, for one simple fact alone suffices 
to point out their origin, namely, the absence of an 
open Bible. A  careful and prayerful study of Holy 
Writ, the habit of searching the Scriptures to see if 
these things be so, in short the ready use of the 
sword of the spirit which is the Word of God, is the 
best preventative of and remedy for all such errors. 
But, also, this exercise is forbidden as dangerous by 
the Catholic Church, which denies that the individual 
believer is directly enlightened by the Holy Ghost, 
and teaches that he must rely for religious instruction 
upon his spiritual guides, those stewards of the mani
fold grace of God, who alone are capable of rightly 
devising the word of truth.

The nature of the disease in this case, however, 
indicates the. nature of the cure; and hence we pro
pose to deal with the present subject not on general 
considerations, or grounds of reason, but upon the 
authority of the Bible which is correctly regarded as 
the basis and bulwark of the Protestant religion. 
Leaving out of account those more extreme forms of 
devotion to Mary which have never been officially 
authorised, and considering only the honours paid to 
her and the functions ascribed to her by the general 
consent of the Catholic Church throughout the world 
for many ages, let us examine what warrant, if any, 
these doctrines and practices have in Holy Writ. 
What Scriptural sanction, for instance, has the belief 
that Mary occupies a high position in heaven, that 
she should be greatly venerated, and that she exer
cises a mighty influence over the Godhead. As far 
as we can see, not an atom of such sanction is forth
coming for any of these articles, whilst their un- 
seripturalness is plain as the day.

I .  The sacred writers take very little notice of 
Mary, and never extol her in any way. We hear not 
a word about her virtues; and although she is spoken 
of as “  blessed ”  for being the mother of Jesus, this 
distinction was purely passive, and Jesus himself ex
pressly objected to its being regarded as a supreme 
honour. (Luke ii., 27, 28.)

Of the twenty-seven works composing the New 
Testament, twenty-two contain no reference what
ever to Mary. Apart from the four Gospels, she is 
mentioned only in Acts, where her name 
occurs on a list quite casually (I., 14). John, 
in whose house she is supposed to have lived 
some years, says nothing about her in his 
Epistles and Apocalypse; and the same thing applies 
to Paul and Peter. This silence is not due to anti- 
feminism, for Dorcas, Lydia, Priscilla, Phoebe, and 
other women are referred to as honourably connected 
with the work of the Church. It is equally unten
able to declare that Mary vanished from the sacred 
page because she died shortly after the death of her 
soil. For, if as tradition asserts, she were fourteen 
years old at the birth of Jesus she would only be 
forty-seven at his death, and might therefore survive 
him many years; besides which if she died during the 
period covered bv the Acts of the Apostles, it is 
utterly inexplicable that the fact should not be re
corded in this work; and moreover her being dead 
would never explain the silence of the apostolic writers 
touching her career.

The true explanation is one of two things, either 
she left an unfavourable impression upon her fellow 
Christians, or else she made hardly any impression 
upon them at all. In the former case they suppressed 
their recollections; in the latter they had nothing to 
remember. The probability is that her character was

colourless and commonplace, and that she possessed 
none of the force necessary to leave footprints on the 
sands of time. She shone with a reflected light and 
derived her sole claim to celebrity from having given 
birth to an illustrious son.

How foolish, then, for the Church in later ages to 
clothe her in divine glory, when the Church of her 
own time, and the time of the Apostles, hardly took 
any notice of her existence.

2. Neither by precept nor example did Jesus ever 
suggest that his mother should become an object 
of reverence. Great importance is to be attached to 
this fact, for of all those who have ever lived, Jesus 
was the most straightforward in his way of treating 
people as they really deserved to be treated. He 
never yielded a moment to the conventional distinc
tions of society, but gave honour to whom he thought 
honour was due, and in the degree to which he 
thought it was due, and no more. Now not only do 
we find him treating his mother without any special 
veneration, but we see that he had the habit of keep
ing her in her place, when she showed a disposition 
to leave it. On two occasions, once when twelve 
years old, and once when over thirty, he quickly and 
firmly put down her interference with his designs. 
As far as our records show, he never sought or 
accepted her advice on any subject, nor yielded to 
her intercession; a point well worthy of being con
sidered by those who vainly place their confidence in 
her ability to influence him favourably on their behalf. 
Again, from the way in which Jesus treated his 
mother, we can form an idea of his opinion as to her 
character, for we know that he was just and discern
ing. Now there was one thing that Jesus never toler
ated, namely, want of faith in himself and his mission, 
and we know from John that his brethren did not 
believe in him, and from Mark that his friends tried 
to seize him on the pretence of insanity; but in the 
last instance the responsibility for this strange con
duct falls upon Mary, who should have taught her 
family, especially her other children, to regard Jesus 
in a sacred light.

Jesus himself appears to have seen and felt this 
cruel wrong, for once when his mother and brethren 
came to seek him at an assembly lie was holding, he 
declined to join them, and stretching forth his hands 
to the company before him, exclaimed with infinite 
pathos: “  Who is my mother and who are my 
brethren; verily, I say unto you, whosoever shall do 
the will of my father which is in heaven, the same is 
my brother, and sister, and mother.”  On another 
occasion when a woman in the crowd said : “  Blessed 
be the womb that bore thee and the paps which thou 
hast sucked,”  Jesus replied, “  Yea, rather blessed 
be they that bear the word of God and keep it.”

In both instances it seems plain as.the day that 
Jesus was alluding to his own mother’s want of faith, 
and contrasting her unfavourably in this respect with 
those whom he regarded as true believers. Again, 
although Jesus said that the woman who had washed 
his feet loved much; and that Mary of Bethany had 
chosen the better part in listening to his words, we 
never find him addressing any such gracious and 
tender remarks to his mother, which he most certainly 
would have done had lie thought her worthy of the 
attention. But the crowning argument of all, and one 
the Catholic divines have never met, and never can 
meet, is that supplied by the conduct of Jesus at his 
resurrection. O11 that solemn occasion when he 
had led captivity captive, trampled upon death, and 
brought life and immortality to light, he would un
doubtedly have announced his triumph in the first 
instance to his mother Mary, had he desired that she 
should occupy the position subsequently assigned to 
her by the Catholic Church. But, as a matter of fact, 
we never hear of his appearing to his mother at all;
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whilst we learn that the first person to whom he did 
appear was Mary Magdalene, whence it follows that 
he showed more honour to the one out of whom he 
had cast seven devils, than to her whom the idolators 
of Rome call the Queen of Heaven. The fact is that 
Mary of Bethany, Martha, the Magdalene, and other 
women, played a far more important part in the life 
of Jesus, than his mother ever did, and this because 
of their superior devotion. We have no wish to seem 
harsh towards Mary, but in face of the facts before 
us drawn from Holy Writ, we can only say that she 
was utterly unworthy of the place assigned to her 
by the Catholic Church; and that her son Jesus 
thoroughly discountenanced her claim to any such 
honour. C. C eayton  D o v e .

Correspondence.

“  TH ESE Y E LL O W  SA N D S.”

To the E ditor  of the “  F reeth in ker . ”

S ir ,— Your able contributor only mentions Charles 
and Mary Lamb and Thomas Carlyle and his wife in 
connection' with Hastings and St. Leonards. He might 
also have alluded to Julian Hawthorne, George Mac
donald, Coventry Patmore, Herbert Spencer, .Sheila 
Kaye Smith, Mark Rutherford, and M. Bentham- 
Edwards, all great authors, and associated as residents 
or visitors with the famous Cinque Port. 1 can well 
remember myself in the autumn of 1S70, seeing the ex- 
Empress of the French and her son, the Prince Imperial, 
who had both taken refuge at Hastings after the disaster 
of Sedan. Rossetti, the artist-poet, was married at St. 
Clements’ Church, High Street, Wellington, and his 
bride once lived at Halton Barracks. Holman Hunt 
painted some of his well-known pictures at Clive Vale. 
Tom Hood, the poet, and F. W. Robertson, the preacher, 
were constant visitors. Edmund Waller, member for 
Amersham in the Long Parliament, and noted for his 
amatory poetry, was once Mayor of Hastings. Among 
many other celebrities I would add Clifford Harrison, 
Stephen Phillips, and that great Comtist and Free
thinker, Edward Spencer Beesly, who all lived, died and 

( Were buried at this famous sea-side resort.
John  S tephens.

CH R IST AN D  M IRACLES.
S ir ,— In reply to your correspondent, Mr. Harold C. 

Woods, who says I am incorrect in saying that a man 
who catches a ball arrests the law of nature, and lie pro
ceeds to explain that if the ball passed through the 
man’s hand and through the earth to the other side 
the law of nature would have been arrested. There can 
be no interesting or fruitful argument with a man who 
does not see that the latter is a gross violation of all 
l a w ; in fact, utter lawlessness. The word arrest, ac
cording to my dictionary, has no such meaning at all. 
It means to slop something from carrying out its original 
movement or intention, as, for instance, to stop the 
course of some destructive disease. It does not mean 
violation or annihilation of anything.

If I may say so, this writer’s argument about psy
chological evidence is openly ridiculous. He says that 
II a man, being hungry, bit off his, Mr. Wood’s arm, 
and seeing his, Mr. Wood’s, annoyance, stuck it on 
again, would the naturalness of the one act prove the 
truth of the other? I can say no more than that if there 
D a more unnatural act than for one man to bite off 
another man’s arm (so far as I can tell, it would be a 
Wonderful exhibition of most unnatural strength), the 
crowning unnaturalness would be the same savage’s 
kindly miracle in sticking it 011 again. Here is incon
sistency dc luxe.

Kow, I believe all that I write, and I have given 
^crious thought and much reading to the vital issues.
. recognize the shallow illogicality and parasitic quali- 

ties of established Christian churches and the value 
aml honesty of much Freethinking work. I believe,

however, that Jesus of Nazareth is our only example 
of a Normal Man, and if we find difficulty in believing 
the miracles or theological teaching, in order to be 
just and rational, let us at least examine his ethical 
teaching and see if it is not the most pure, sane, and 
complete guide to all endeavour and activity that has 
arisen among men. The position of the churches is well 
described in a recent American book as follows : “  The 
materially minded race is as yet able neither to assimi
late the example of Jesus nor to let it go. I can only 
take it and corrupt it.”  Am I to come reluctantly to 
the conclusion that Freethinkers can only stare at it, and 
without understanding it, abuse it ?

H ubert C. K napp-F ish e r .

MORE ABOUT MIND.
S ir ,— When a Herbert Spencer is convicted of grave 

philosophical error there is no need for an amateur 
dabbler to pretend to infallibility. If I am wrong I de
sire most earnestly to be put right— and this, I think, 
my friend, Captain Panton, appreciates.

It will be remembered that the sentence commencing : 
“  Between a change in consciousness and our conscious
ness of the change----- ”  was not mine, but was im
puted (quite erroneously, no doubt) by a friend to Prof. 
Tyndall. Captain Panton says, and rightly, that I 
have not sufficiently analysed this sentence; I accepted 
it as im plying the same thing as Tyndall’s declaration 
concerning “  molecular processes and the phenomena 
of consciousness ”  because I could not see to what else 
it possibly could refer. The curious thing is that Mr. 
Pauton saw this part of my article in the MSS without 
commenting adversely on it.

Having thus pleaded guilty to my friend’s criticism, 
I can accept all that follows, I think, without in any 
way disturbing my main thesis. Consciousness is, 
primarily, a state of awareness : it is the subjective 
aspect of what, viewed objectively, is a physico-chemical 
process. In science it is recognized how mental pro
cesses are indissolubly linked with metabolic processes; 
in philosophy it is the fashion to ignore it, or deprive 
it of significance, lest its general apprehension should 
lead to the disruption of a state of society in which the 
few are able largely by virtue of this doping process—  
to hold the many in mental and economic bondage.

V incent J. H an ds.

N E W C A STLE  PRO PAGAN D A.
S ir ,— In reference to your notice of above in the last 

issue of the Freethinker, special mention is made of 
Messrs. Chapman and Bartram being active, and you 
note “  that this is only what we should expect.”  Per
sonally, I think it is time Messrs. Chapman and Bartram 
were put upon the retired list, and a fuller recognition 
given to some of our younger friends, especially Messrs. 
Atkinson and Carlton, who do the most essential part 
in outdoor propaganda. W hilst Mr. Atkinson must 
travel twenty miles before he can give his voluntary 
efforts, and return home, I regret some of our Newcastle 
friends arc too indifferent to show any appreciation by 
their presence. While on the other hand we often have 
Messrs. Chapman and Fothergill from Shields, Mr. Bell 
and Robinson from Pelton ueghbourhood, and Mr. White 
senior, from Stanley. These veterans in the movement 
are all congenial comrades of more strenuous days, 
whom it is a pleasure to meet. I want readers to note 
it was not I who sent the report which placed Chapman 
and Bartram in the limelight, while apparently forget
ting the strenuous efforts of others. I may add our 
Branch does the best it can with the help obtainable. -

J. G. B artram .
[We are always pleased to make public acknowledgment 

of work done by the younger men in the movement, but 
we can only deal with reports as they are sent us. But 
we are not anxious to see .the older ones placed on the 
retired list. There is room, and work, for all.—E d .]

“  PATRIOTISM  AND P O E T R Y .”
S ir ,— "  Towards the end of the Great War, after the 

mists had rolled aw ay,”  Patriotism suffered a much- 
deserved and long over-due slump, and on every side 
was heard the cry, “  Never again.”  This must be a
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very sad reflection to Joseph Bryce, who dogmatically 
tells us, “  Patriotism is. a fact of human nature.”  In 
his own words, “  This wild assertion is not supported 
by any evidence,”  and “  is the dream of a diseased 
imagination.”  Patriotism— a fact of human nature! 
Exactly so. And so are lying and theft. But we don’t 
glorify and worship them. A. G. B.

Mr. G-. Wliiteliead’s Mission.

Mr. Whitehead has been opening up new ground at 
Asliton-under-Eyne. He reports six good meetings 
there. Opposition was given at first from those who 
appeared to have heard Freethought arguments for the 
first time, but by the end of the week the audiences 
became both attentive and enthusiastic, and there is 
every prospect of a good Branch being formed. Mr. C. 
Newton and Mr. Owen Connolly both rendered valuable 
assistance to our lecturer. It being found impossible to 
hold a meeting on Sunday, Mr. Whitehead and a few 
of the faithful went over to Manchester and held a meet
ing there with good results. Mr. Whitehead is at Swan
sea until July 4, when he goes to Stockport.

SUNDAY L E C T U R E  NOTICES, Etc

Notices of Lectures, etc., must reach us by first post 
on Tuesday and be marked “ Lecture Notice ”  if not sent 
on postcard.

LONDON.
Indoor.

S outh L ondon E thical Society (Oliver Goldsmith School, 
Peckham Road, S.E.) : 7, Mr. R. Diinsdale Stocker, “  The 
Ethical Possibilities of Suggestion.”

South Place E thical S ociety (South Place, Moorgate,
E.C.2) : 11, C. Delisle Burns, M.A., I).Lit., “  The Sciences 
and Civilization.”

Outdoor.
Bethnal G reen B ranch N.S.S. (Victoria Park, near the 

Fountain) : 6.15, Mr. J. Marshall, a Lecture.
F insbury Park Branch N.S.S. (Finsbury Park) : 11.15, 

a Lecture.
Metropolitan Secular Society (Hyde Park) : Every even

ing at 8; every Sunday at 3. Speakers : Mrs. Tring, Messrs. 
Brayton, Ryan, Burns, Keeling, Vickers, and Baker.

North L ondon B ranch N.S.S. (Regent’s Turk, near the 
Fountain) : 6, Mr. A. D. McLaren, a Lecture.

South L ondon Branch N.S.S. (Brockwell rark) : 3.30 and 
6.30, Mr. C. II. Keeling will lecture.

W est IIam Branch N.S.S.— Outing to Broxbourne. Train 
10.25 from Stratford Main Station. Those taking part will 
bring lunch, and tea will be arranged. Party will be in 
charge of Mr. F. Warner, senior. All Freethinkers and 
friends welcomed.

COUNTRY.
Outdoor.

G lashow Branch N.S.S.—Ramble to Ballingcochon; meet 
at Clarkston Car Terminus at 12 noon.

Newcastle Branch N.S.S. (Town Moor, near North Road 
entrance) : 7, Mr. F. Ii. Carlton, “  Freethouglit on
Spiritualism.”

S wansea Branch N.S.S.—Mr. G. Whitehead’s Mission.— 
Friday, June 26, Gorseinon; June 27 and 28, Swansea Sands ; 
Mondaj’, June 29, Victoria Park Gates; rest of the week, 
Swansea Sands. Every evening, 7.30; Sunday, 6.30.

E A R E Y  AND PROVIDENT fear is the mother 
of safety. And the father and only true begetter of 

perfect tailoring js the talent which makes mail order fitting 
possible. For four years we have perfectly fitted fellow 
Freethinkers throughout the globe. We have stood the test. 
You are safe in writing now for any of the following : — 
Gents’ A to H Book, suits from 56s.; Gents’  I to N Book, 
suits from ggs.; or Ladies’ Fashion and Pattern Book, cos
tumes from bos., frocks from 41s. Guarantors of satisfaction’s 
safety.—MaCCONNELL & Mabk, New Street, Bakewell, 
Derbyshire.

A  BOOK FOR A L L

S E X U A L  H E A L T H  A N D  B IR T H  CO N TR O L
BY

E TTiE  A. ROUT
Author of “ Safe Marriage,’ ’  “ Sex and Exercise’ ’ (.1 Study 
of the Physiological Value of Native Dances), “  Two Years 

in Paris," etc.

With Foreword by Sir Bryan Donkin, M.D. 
Prioa ONE SHILLING. By post Is. Id.

MEDICAL AND PRESS OPINIONS.
“  I feel I cannot exaggerate my appreciation of the mag

nificent work you have done, and are doing. . . .” — S ir W. 
Arbuthnot L ane, Consulting Surgeon, Guy’s Hospital.

“  The publication and dissemination of such pamphlets 
. . . .  is a crying need; a necessity in the immediate future.” 
—C. L ane R oberts, Obstetric Surgeon to Out-patients, Queen 
Charlotte’s Hospital.

“  Sexual Health and Birth Control are two of the greatest 
needs of the human race, and all true humanitarians will be 
grateful to you for your book and for the great help you 
have given to these two great causes.” — D r. C. V. D rysdalU 
to the author.

T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.

BOOK BARGAINS.
Catholic Socialism, by F. S. Nitti (published 10s. 6d.), 

3s. 9d.; Memoirs of a Positivist, by Malcolm Quin (published 
los. 6d.), 4s.; Short History of the Renaissance
in Italy, by J. A. Symonds, 5s.; The Philosophy' 
of Long Life, by Jean Finot, 3s. 6d.; War and 
the Future, by II. G. Wells, 2s. 6d.; Great Japan,
by Alfred Stead, 2s. gd.; Village Life in China, 
by A. Smith, a study In Sociology, 2s. gd.; Russian 
Characteristics, by E. B. Lanin, 3s. 6d.; The English Woman, 
studies in her psychic evolution, by D. Staars, 4s.; Brown 
Menand Women, The South Sealslands, by E. Reeves, plates, 
3s. 6d.; The History of English Patriotism, by E. Wingfiekl- 
Stratford, 2 vols. (published 25s.), 7s. 6d.; Feuerbach’s
Essence of Christianity, scarce, 5s.; The Rise of Christianity, 
by A. Kalthoff, 2s.; The School of Plato, by F. W. Russell, 
3s. 6d.; The Positive Evolution of Religion, by Frederick 
Harrison, 3s. 6d.; The Basis of Social Relations, by D. G. 
Brinton, 3s. 6d.; The Life of Bishop Colenso, by
Sir G. W. Cox, 2 voll, (published 30s.), 5s.; The First Prin
ciples of Evolution, by S. Herbert, plates (published 10s. 6d.), 
4s.; Man Considered in relation to God and a Church, by 
W. C. Ilazlitt (published 10s. 6d.), 4s.; Introduction
to the New Testament, by S. Davidson, 5s.; The Folk-Lore 
of Fairy Talcs, by_Maclcod Yearsley, 4s.; 6d.; Outlines of 
A pplied Sociology, by II. P. Fairchild, 4s. 6d.; The Bible 
in Europe, by Joseph McCabe, 2s. 6d.; Churches, Religion, 
and Progress, by G. M. Irvine, 2s. 6d. All post free.-— 
Biblia, c /o Freethinker office, 6t Farringdon Street, 
London, E.C.4.

A CCOU N TAN TS’ CEERK, experienced, disen
gaged three days weekly. Trade Books opened, 

written up and balanced. Annual accounts and Balance 
Sheets prepared, and any kind of office work taken.—Send 
p.c., A yzed, c /o Freethinker office, 61 Farriugdon Street, 
E.C.4.

U 'T 'J IE  1IYD E PAR K  FORUM .” — A Satire on its 
A Speakers and Frequenters. Should be' read by a*‘ 

Freethinkers. I’ost free, 6d., direct from J. Marlow, i 45 
Walworth Road, S.E.l.

U N W A N T E D  C H IL D R E N
In a Civilized Community there should be no 

U N W A N T E D  Children.
For List of Birth-Control Requisites send ljd . stamp to

J. R. HOLMES, East Hanney, Wantage, Berkshire-
(Established nearly Forty Years.)
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Pamphlets.

By  G. W. Foote.
CHRISTIANITY AND PROGRESS. Price ad., postage 'Ad.
'i'HE PHILOSOPHY OF SECULARISM. Price ad., postage

'Ad.
WHO WAS THE FATHER OF JESUS? Price id., postage 

•Ad.

THE JEWISH LIFE OF CHRIST. Being the Sepher Toldoth 
Jeshu, or Book of the Generation of Jesus. With an 
Historical Preface and Voluminous Notes. By G. W. 
F oote and J. M. W heeler. Price 6d., postage '/d.

VOLTAIRE’S PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY. Vol. I., 
128 pp., with Fine Cover Portrait, and Preface by 
Chapman Cohen. Price is., postage id.

By  Chapman Cohen.
Wa r  AND CIVILIZATION. Price id., postage 'Ad.
CHRISTIANITY AND SLAVERY : With a Chapter on 

Christianity and the Labour Movement. Price is., post
age id.

Go d  AND MAN : An Essay in Common Sense and Natural 
Morality. Price 2d., postage 'Ad.

WOMAN AND CHRISTIANITY : The Subjection and 
Exploitation of a Sex. Price is., postage id.

SOCIALISM AND THE CHURCHES. Price 3d., postage 
lid.

CREED AND CHARACTER. The influence of Religion on 
Racial Life. Price 6d., postage id.

THE PARSON AND THE ATHEIST. A Friendly Dis
cussion on Religion and Life, between Rev. the Hon. 
Edward Lyttleton, D.D., and Chapman Cohen. Price 
is., postage ijid .

Do e s  MAN SURVIVE DEATH ? Is the Belief Reasonable ? 
Verbatim Report of a Discussion between Horace Leaf 
and Chapman Cohen. Price 6d., postage 'Ad.

BLASPHEMY : A Plea for Religious Equality. Price 3d., 
postage id.

RELIGION AND THE CHILD. Price id., postage A d.
DEITY AND DESIGN. Price id., postage 'Ad.

By J. T. L loyd .
GOD-EATING : A Study in Christianity and Cannibalism. 

Price 3d., postage 'Ad.
By  A. D. McL aren.

Th e  CHRISTIAN’S SUNDAY : Its History and its Fruits 
Price 2d., postage 'Ad.

By  Mimnermus.
PREETIIOUGIIT AND LITERATURE. Price id., postage

•Ad.
, By  M. M. Mangasarian.
THE MARTYRDOM OF HYPATIA. Price id., postage 'Ad

By  A. Millar.
THE ROBES OF PAN. Price 6d., postage id.

By  Walter Mann.
Ra g a n  AND CHRISTIAN MORALITY. Price 2d., postage
.  'Ad.
SCIENCE AND THE SOUL. With a Chapter on Infidel 

Death-Beds. Price 4d., postage id.
T By  A rthur F. T horn.
J HE LIFE-WORSHIP OF RICHARD JEFFERIES. With 

Fine Portrait of Jefferies. Price 6d., postage id.
. , By  G eorge W hitehead.
JESUS CHRIST : Man, God, or Myth? With a Chapter on 

“  Was Jesus a Socialist?” Paper Covers, is. 6d., postage 
YT l 'Ad.; Cloth, 3s., postage 2’Ad.
1 HE CASE AGAINST THEISM. Taper Covers, is. 3d., 
, Postage i j f d . ; Cloth, 2s. 6d., postage 2'Ad.

HE SUPERMAN : Essays in Social Idealism. Price 2d., 
M P°staf?e 'Ad.

‘AN AND IIIS GODS. Price 2d., postage 'Ad.
<, By  Robert A rch.

JCIF.TY AND SUPERSTITION. Price 4d., postage 'Ad.
By  H. G. F armer.

iRESY IN ART. The Religious Opinions of Famous 
Artists and Musicians. Trice 2d., postage 'Ad.

By  Colonel Inceksoll.
OF MOSES. Price 2d., postage 'Ad.

A SIN? AND LAST WORDS ON SUICIDE. 
w h a t  tR - "  postage 'Ad.
1'Hr  t IS RELIGION? Price id., postage 'Ad.

A HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH. Price id., postage 'Ad
Egc,. By D. H ume.

' aAY o n  SUICIDE. Trice id., postage 'Ad.

^STARES 
S SUICIDE

i , Drice 2d.

W H A T  IS  I T  W O R TH  ? A  S tu d y  o f th e  B ib le
By Colonel R. G. INGERSOLL

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

This essay has never before appeared in pamphlet form, 
and is likely to rank with the world-famous Mistakes of 
Moses. It is a Bible handbook in miniature, and should be 
circulated by the tens- of thousands.

Special Terms for Quantities.

Orders of 24 copies and upwards sent post free.

PRICE ONE PENNY
R ea listic  A ph orism s and Purple P a tch e s

Collected by ARTHUR FALLOWS, M.A.
Those who enjoy brief pithy sayings, conveying in a few 
lines what so often takes pages to tell, will appreciate the 
issue of a book of this character. It gives the essence of 
what virile thinkers of many ages have to say on life, while 
avoiding sugary commonplaces and stale platitudes. There 
is material for an essay on every page, and a thouglit-pro- 
voker in every paragraph. Those who are on the look out 
for a suitable gift-book that is a little out of the ordinary 

will find here what they are seeking.

320 pages, Cloth Gilt, 5s., by post 5a. 3d.; Paper 
Covers, 3s. 6d., by post 3s. 10|d.

F o u r  G reat FreetH inK era.
GEORGE JACOB HOLYOAKE, by Joseph McCabe. The 

Life and Work of one of the Pioneers of the Secular and 
Co-operative movements in Great Britain. With four 
plates. In Paper Covers, 2s. (postage 2d.). Cloth 
Bound, 3s. 6d. (postage 2'Ad.).

CHARLES BRADLAUGH, by T he R ight H on. J. M. R obert
son. An Authoritative Life of one of the greatest 
Reformers of the Nineteenth Century, and the only one 
now obtainable. With four portraits. Cloth Bound, 
3s. 6d. (postage 2J^d.).

VOLTAIRE, by T he R ight H on. J. M. R obertson. In 
Paper Covers, 2s. (postage 2d.). Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d. 
(postage 2'Ad.).

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, by C. T. G orham. A Bio
graphical Sketch of America’s greatest Freethonglit 
Advocate. With four plates. In Paper Covers, 2s. 
(postage 2d.) Cloth Bound, 3s. 6d. (postage 2'Ad.).

PIC) N JEER L E A F L E T S
WHAT WILL YOU PUT IN ITS PLACE? By Chapman 

Coiien.
WHAT IS THE USE OF THE CLERGY? By Chapman 

Cohen.
THE BELIEFS OF UNBELIEVERS. By Chapman Cohen. 
PECULIAR CHRISTIANS. By Chapman Cohen.
RELIGION AND SCIENCE. By A. D. McL aren.
DOES GOD CARE ? By W. Mann.
DO YOU WANT THE TRUTH ?

Price is. 6d. per 100, postage 3d.

BOOK BARGAINS
BODY AND WILL, by H enry Maudsley, M.D. Published 

at 12s. Price 4s. 6d., postage 6d.
THE ETHIC OF FREKTHOUGHT, by K arl Pearson, 

F.R.S. Price 5s. 6d., postage 6d.
A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THEISM, by “  P hysicus "  

(G. J. Romanes). Price 3s. 6d., postage 4d.
LIFE AND EVOLUTION, by F. W. H eadley. Price 4s. 6d., 

postage 6d.
KAFIR SOCIALISM AND THE DAWN OF INDIVIDUAL

ISM, by D udley K id d . Price 3s., postage 6d.

The “  FR E E TH IN K E R  ”  for 1924.
Strongly bound in Cloth, Gilt Lettered, with Title- 

page. Price 17s. 6d., postage is.
Only a very limited number of copies are to be had, and 

orders should be placed at once.

T b ® Pioneer Press, 61 Farriugdon Street, E.C.4. T he P ioneer P ress, 61 Farringdon Street, E.C.4.
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I c a n  sa v e  y o u  2 0 s .  o n  e v e r y  S u it
S U IT  L E N G T H S —

25s., 35s., 50s., per 3 | yards.
Direct from the centre of Cloth manufacture.

Postcard will bring Patterns per return.

Oar name is a guarantee of Quality and Value 
to all old Freethinkers. I  have been connected 
over twenty years with my late brother (J. W. 
Gott) at Union Street and Church Bank.

Write to day for full particulars.

SAM GOTT, 219 H all Lane, Bradford. 

PiONEER PRESS PUBLICATIONS

ESSAYS IN FREETH IN KIN G .

By Chapman Cohen.

Contents: Psychology and Saffron Tea— Christianity and the 
Survival of the Fittest—A Bible Barbarity— Shakespeare and 
the Jew—A Case of Libel—Monism and Religion—Spiritual 
Vision— Our Early Ancestor—Professor Huxley and the Bible 
—Huxley’s Nemesis—Praying for Rain—A Famous Witch 
Trial—Christmas Trees and Tree Gods—God’s Children—The 
Appeal to God—An Old Story—Religion and Labour—Disease 
and Religion— Seeing the Past—Is Religion of Use?—On 
Compromise— Hymns for Infants—Religion and the Young.

Cloth Gilt, 2s. 6d., postage 2^d.

A  GRAMMAR OF FREETH OU GH T.

By Chapman Cohen.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)
Contents: Chapter I.—Outgrowing the Gods. Chapter II.— 
Life and Mind. Chapter III.—What is Freethought ? 
Chapter IV.—Rebellion and Reform. Chapter V.—The 
Struggle for the Child. Chapter VI.—The Nature of Religion. 
Chapter VII.—The Utility of Religion. Chapter VIII.—F'ree- 
thought and God. Chapter IX.—Freethought and Death. 
Chapter X.—-This World and the Next. Chapter XI.— Evolu
tion. Chapter XII.—Darwinism and Design. Chapter XIII. 
Ancient and Modern. Chapter XIV.—Morality without

A Book with a Bite.

B I B E E  R O M A N C E S .
(FOURTH EDITION.)

By G. W. F oote.

A Drastic Criticism of the Old and New Testament Narra 
tives, full of Wit, Wisdom, and Learning. Contains some 

of the best and wittiest of the work of G. W. Foote.

In Cloth, 224 pp. Price 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

A Book that Made History.
T H E  R U I N S :

SURVEY OF THE REVOLUTIONS OF EMPIRES, 
to which is added THE LAW OF NATURE.

By C. F. VOLNEY.
God.— 1. Chapter XV.—Morality without God.—II. Chapter I a  New Edition, being a Revised Translation with Introduc- 
X VI.—Christianity and Morality. Chapter XVII.— Religion tion by G eorge Underwood, Portrait, Astronomical Charts, 
and Persecution. Chapter XVIII.—What is to follow 

Religion ?

Cloth Bound, with tasteful Cover Design.
postage 3Eid.

Price 5s.,

H ISTO R Y OF TH E  CO N FLICT BETW EEN  
RELIGION  AND SCIENCE.

By J. W. Draper, M.D., LL.D.
(Author of “ History of the Intellectual Development of 

Europe/' etc.)

Price 3s. 6d., postage 4%d.

and Artistic Cover Design by H. Cuinek.

Price 5s., postage 3d.
This is a Work that all Reformers should read. Its influence 
on the history of Freethought has been profound, and at the 
distance of more than a century its philosophy must com- 
mand the admiration of all serious students of human his
tory. This is an Unabridged Edition of one of the greatest 
of Freethought Classics with all the original notes. No 

better edition has been issued.

TH E BIBLE PIANDBOOK.
For Freethinkers and Enquiring Christians.

By G. W. F oote and W. P. Ball.
NEW EDITION.

(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents : Part I.—Bible Contradictions. Part II.— Bible 
Absurdities. Part III.—Bible Atrocities. Part IV.— Bible 
Immoralities, Indecencies, Obscenities, Broken Promises, and 

Unfulfilled Prophecies.

Cloth Bound. Price 2s. 6d., postage 2j^d.
One of the most useful books ever published. Invaluable to 

I'reethinkers answering Christians.

MODERN M ATERIALISM .
A Candid Examination.

By W alter Mann.
(Issued by the Secular Society, Limited.)

Contents: Chapter I.—Modern Materialism. Chapter II.— 
Darwinian Evolution. Chapter III.—Auguste Comte and 
Positivism. Chapter IV.— Herbert Spencer and the Synthetic 
Philosophy. Chapter V.—The Contribution of Kant. Chapter 
VI.—Huxley, Tyndall, and Clifford open the Campaign. 
Chapter VII.—Buechner’s “  Force and Matter.”  Chapter 
VIII.—Atoms and the Ether. Chapter IX.—The Origin of 
Life. Chapter X.—Atheism and Agnosticism. Chapter XI.— 
The French Revolution and the Great War. Chapter XII.— 

The Advance of Materialism.
A careful and exhaustive examination of the meaning of 
Materialism and its present standing, together with its 
bearing on various aspects of life. A much-needed work.

176 pages. Price is. 6d., in neat Paper Cover, postage 
2d.; or strongly bound in Cloth 2s. 6d., postage 3d.

The Egyptian Origin of Christianity.
TH E H ISTORICAL JESUS AND M YTH ICAL 

CHRIST.

By G erald Massey.
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